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Relief for people govt’s top priority

PM satisfies with economic
stability, investment boom

National progress is only possible when everyone fulfils their due
responsibility; Tax evaders, abettors won’t be left unpunished;
Directs relevant authorities to expedite action against tax evaders.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif on Monday said that
country’s economy was on
path to stability and due to
steps taken in this regard,
stock market was showing
brisk business.

He said that foreign in-
vestment was a reflection
of confidence in the
government’s policies.

The prime minister re-
ceived a briefing from the
Ministry of Finance regard-
ing the country’s economy
and the meeting with the
IMF delegation, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

The prime minister
was briefed on the eco-
nomic indicators and the

current situation of infla-
tion. The meeting was also
briefed on the steps taken
against tax evasion and
those facilitating such theft.

The prime minister
stressed that public relief
should be accorded prior-
ity on all other steps and
they were taking all pos-
sible measures to fulfill
public promises.

He also expressed sat-
isfaction over the sliding
down of the inflation rate
to 7 percent from 38 per-
cent and said the interest
rate was lowered from 22
percent to 15 percent which
would spur business activi-
ties and create jobs oppor-
tunities in the country.

The meeting was at-
tended by ministers includ-

ing Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Ahad Khan
Cheema, Attaullah Tarar, Dr
Mussadik Malik, Ali
Pervaiz Malik, PM’s coor-
dinator Rana Ahsan Afzal
and relevant senior officials.

Prime Minister Sharif
further observed that due to
surge in exports and record
remittances, the country’s
foreign reserves had in-
creased.

He also praised Punjab
chief minister and the pro-
vincial government for re-
forms in the agriculture sec-
tor.

The prime minister di-
rected for accelerating ac-
tions against tax defaulters,
and reiterated to bring the
tax evaders and their facili-
tators to book.
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QUETTA: Provincial Ministers and MPAs meeting with Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti.

PTI candidate wasting Election
Tribunal’s time by seeking
adjournments: Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Cul-
ture Attaullah Tarar on
Monday said Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leader
Zaheer Abbas Khokhar
was wasting time of Elec-
tion Tribunal by seeking
several adjustments.

He was giving his re-
action as Zaheer Abbas
Khokhar took another ad-
Jjustment in the application
challenging election of
Attaullah Tararin NA 127,
in February 8 general elec-
tions.

The minister said his
lawyers appeared in the
Election Tribunal and they
were fully prepared having

all the documents.

The opposite party had
no evidence or proof, he
maintained. “Zaheer
Abbas Khokhar wants to
escape from the court, that’s
why he requested the court
to adjourn the hearing,” he
remarked.

“If he had evidence,
why did Zaheer Abbas
Khokhar ask for an ad-
journment,” he asked.

Criticising Zaheer
Abbas, he said he had chal-
lenged his (Tarar’s) victory
but now he was repeatedly
seeking adjustments and
wasting the time of the
Election Tribunal.

He said ifthe PTI can-
didate had no evidence, he
should admit it.

Finance Minister lauds ADB's
financial assistance to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP): A delegation of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) led by Senior Director, Tariq H.
Niazi called on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb at the Finance Division

on Monday.

The meeting was also attended by ADB’s Country
Director, Ms. Emma Fan and her team in Pakistan, ac-
cording to press release issued by finance ministry.

Tariq H. Niazi briefed the Minister on ADB’s public
sector management and governance initiatives aimed at
ensuring stronger macro-fiscal management and effective gov-
ernance with improved policy framework and institutional
capacities in the Bank’s developing member countries.

Court extends interim bail
of PTI founder in six cases,
Bushra Bibi in one case

ISLAMABAD (Online):
District Court Islamabad
has extended interim bail of
former Prime Minister
(PM) Imran Khan in 6 cases
and Bushra Bibi in one case.
Bushra Bibi has been
granted exemption from at-
tendance as well.
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Muhammad
Afzal Majoka took up for
hearing 6 bail before arrest
pleas of Imran Khan and
one bail before arrest plea
of Bushra Bibi Monday.
The court extended the
interim bail till December 7.
The exemption plea of

Bushra Bibi from atten-
dance for one day from
court was accepted while
Imran Khan was not pre-
sented through video links
despite court’s orders.
Investigation officer
sought time for verification
of Toshakhana receipts.
Judge Afzal Majoka
said there is hearing of bail
plea of PTI founder. His
attendance remains there.
Defence Counsel Khalid
Yousuf said jail authorities
are making pretences in
online attendance. You
please announce decision on
bail plea of Bushra Bibi.

BA session to
be commenced

from today

Independent Report
QUETTA: The session of
Balochistan Assembly is
scheduled to be com-
menced from today (Tues-
day) in Quetta.

It may be mentioned
here that the Governor
Sheikh  Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail had summoned
the session of Provincial
Assembly.

According to the noti-
fication of the Provincial
Assembly’s Secretariat, the
session would start at 03:00
PM today.

As per the agenda, call
attention notice would be
tabled by the Member Pro-
vincial Assembly, Rehmat
Saleh Baloch about handing
over of the Technical Train-
ing School in Kharan to the
private sector.

Similarly, the draft law
of Balochistan Social Secu-
rity Employees Institution
would also be tabled in the
today’s sitting of the As-
sembly.

Apex Committee
eeting postponed

m

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Apex Committee meeting
on the National Action Plan
(NAP) against terrorism,
chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, has been
postponed.

The meeting, originally
scheduled for 2:30 on
Monday was called off. A
new date and time are yet
to be announced.

KP CM writes
letter to PM for
summoning

meeting of CCI

PESHAWAR (Online):
Chief Minister (CM) KP
Ali Amin Gandapur has
written letter to Prime Min-
ister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif
to summon meeting of
Council of Common Inter-
est (CCI).

According to copy of
letter received by media KP
CM said in the letter it is
incumbent to hold meeting
of CCI after every 90 days
as per article 154 of the
constitution. But this con-
stitutional obligation is not
being met after January
2024.

It was said in the letter
that meeting of CCI is must
for bolstering coopera-
tion between federal
units, resolution of key
issues, peace in the coun-
try, harmony and socio-
economic development of
the country.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Mi
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ister Muhammad Shehbaz Shafif receiving a brief-

ing from the Ministry of Finance regarding the country’s economy and the
meeting with the IMF delegation.

CM Bugti congratulates
Domki on success in
by-election of PB-8 Sibi

Terms success outcome of PPP
leadership’s policies

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has congratu-
lated the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) nominated
candidate, Sardar Kohyar
Khan Domki on his victory
in the bye-election of PB-
8, Sibi.

In a felicitation state-
ment issued here on Mon-
day, the Chief Minister said
that successfully of Sardar
Kohyar Domki is an out-
come of the Balochistan
friendly policies of the
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Chairman PPP, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari.

He said that the success
of the PPP’s nominated
candidate in the bye-clec-
tion of PB-8 is the expres-
sion of trust of the masses.

He said that all the
commitments made by the
PPP with the people would
be fulfilled.

He also said that the
PPP would play its role for
resolving the issues being
faced by the people of
Balochistan.

The Chief Minister
said that Sardar Kohyar
Domki is an active young-
ster and he as such he would
play his effective role to
resolve the issues of
masses.

Ahsan seeks stronger US-Pak
ties across key sectors

Minister highlights opportunity for both
nations to revitalise relationship in
light of new US administration

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Igbal on Monday high-
lighted the importance of
addressing global challenges
such as climate change, en-
ergy sustainability and food
security while discussing

sustainable agriculture, and
modern infrastructure to
build a more resilient future.

He also stressed the
need for engaging the vibrant
Pakistani diaspora in the
United States to strengthen
cultural, academic and eco-
nomic ties between the two
countries, a news release

future cooperation between
Pakistan and the United
States.

Addressing an event
organized by USAID to
mark the longstanding US
infrastructure development
support to Pakistan, he
called for collaborative re-
search in renewable energy,

“Pakistan, with its stra-
tegic location at the cross-
roads of South Asia, Cen-
tral Asia, and the Middle
East, is a natural partner for
the United States in pro-
moting regional connectiv-
ity and economic integra-
tion,” Ahsan Igbal said.

Non-recovery of abducted child

All parties, Anjuman Tajran
announce shutter down strike today

Independent Report
QUETTA: All political par-
ties and Markazi Anjuman
Tajran have announced to
observe shutter down strike
today (Tuesday) against
non-recovery of the kid-
napped child, Musawar
Khan.

The announcement
was made at a joint press
conference by the leaders of
the political parties and of-
fice bearers of the Markazi
Anjuman Tajran here at
protest dharna staged at the
Unity Chowk near the Pro-
vincial Assembly on Mon-
day.

The protest dharna was
staged by the family mem-
bers and others for recov-
ery of 10-year old,

Musawar Khan, who was
kidnapped by unknown
persons on Friday last from
the Patel Bagh area.

The provincial Presi-
dent of Pashtoonkhaw Na-
Party

tional Awami

(PKNAP) Nasrullah Zairay
made announcement of the
decisions made by All par-
ties.

He told the media per-
sons that shutter down
strike would be observed
against non recovery of the
kidnapped child, Musawar
Khan. He said that the All
parties and others along
with the family members of
the child would also hold
protest demonstration in
front of the provincial as-
sembly against non recov-
ery of the child today.

Meanwhile, all the lead-
ers of political parties criti-
cized the provincial govern-
ment for its failure in recov-
ering the child.

Present at the joint
press conference were the
leaders of the parties includ-
ing PNAP, PKMAP, ANP,
National Party, Balochistan
National Party, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Nazrauati
and JUL

Governor contacts
IGP, directs to
ensure safe
recovery of
kidnapped child

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail contacted the
Inspector General of Po-
lice, Moazzam Jah Ansari
over the matter of innocent
child, Musawar Khan,
kidnapped from Quetta, on
Monday.

In his conversation,
the Governor stressed on
taking concrete steps for
early recovery of the 10-year
old kidnapped child.

He also directed the
IGP to take speedy and
strict measures for ensuring
safe recovery of the child
and taking stern action
against those involved in
the kidnapping so as to
prevent such untoward in-
cidents in future.

The IGP assured the
Governor that all available
resources would be mobi-
lized for recovery of the
child at the earliest.

Seven policemen
abducted by
armed assailants

in Bannu

BANU (Agencies): Seven
policemen have been ab-
ducted by unidentified
armed men from the
Ahmedzai sub-division in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
(KP) Bannu district, Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO)
Ziauddin confirmed.

The armed assailants
seized control of the
Rocha checkpost and took
the police personnel hos-
tage. DPO Ziauddin said
that a search operation
has been launched in the
area, with authorities cor-
doning off the location to
apprehend the kidnap-
pers.

The abduction oc-
curred shortly after the
Maghrib prayer when a
group of armed men
stormed the checkpost
and took the officers, in-
cluding their weapons,
to an undisclosed loca-
tion.

The abducted police-
men have been identified
as Saleem, Aqgal Rehman,
Mewah Jan, Roshan,
Abdul Malik,
Neematullah, and Shad
Muhammad. Authorities
are working to secure their
release and bring those re-
sponsible to justice.

PM grieved
over dengue
outbreakin
Bangladesh

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday ex-
pressed sorrow over the
loss of lives due to dengue
outbreak in Bangladesh.

“Deeply saddened by
the loss of precious lives
due to the dengue outbreak
in Bangladesh,” the prime
wrote on X.

He said, ‘Pakistan
stands in solidarity with
our brothers and sisters in
Bangladesh at this difficult
time and we stand ready to
assist in whatever way we

SC dismisses plea seeking
50% vote requirement
for electoral victory

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan has rejected a con-
stitutional petition seeking
to declare elections null and
void if a candidate scores less
than 50% of the total votes
for any house of parliament.
The petition was heard by
the Constitutional Bench
headed by Justice Amin Ud
Din Khan, and was ulti-
mately dismissed with a
fine of Rs.20,000 on the
petitioner.Other members of
the bench included Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail,
Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Justice Ayesha A
Malik, Justice Syed Hasan
Azhar Rizvi, Justice
Musarrat Hilali and Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan.
The court questioned
the  petitioner, Mr.
Muhammad Akram, on the
constitutional basis for such
a declaration, pointing out
that the current system de-
clares a candidate victorious
based on the maximum num-
ber of votes received, regard-

less of whether they reach

Jamal Mandokhail.

50% or not.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar asked under which
article of the Constitution
the Supreme Court could
declare a candidate unsuc-
cessful for receiving less than
50% of the total vote. Jus-
tice Ayesha Malik also in-
quired about which articles
of the Constitution would
be violated if a candidate
with the maximum votes,
but less than 50%, was de-
clared successful.

The Court emphasized
that the current system is
lawful, and if the petitioner
desires a change in the law,
he should approach the par-
liament for new legislation.
Justice Musarrat Hilali
noted that every citizen has
the right to vote, but the
Supreme Court cannot
compel eligible voters to
participate in polling.

In a surprising turn, the
petitioner admitted not
casting his vote in the pre-
vious general elections
when questioned by Justice

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jafar Khan
Mandukhel speaks during a ceremony at High
Court Bar.

Our lawyers are guardians of
law and democracy, maintains
Governor Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that our lawyers are
the guardians and servants
of law and democracy. He
said that we hold the invalu-
able services and sacrifices
of all lawyers including the
martyrs of 8th August in
high esteem. Nevertheless,
the democratic behaviours
would be promoted through
lawyers in the society.

The Governor was ad-
dressing the ceremony ar-
ranged at the Balochistan
High Court here on Mon-
day.

Also present on the
occasion were the President
Supreme Court Bar Asso-

ciation, Rauf Ata, newly
elected President of
Balochistan High Court Bar
Association, Mir Attaullah
Langove, Additional Attor-
ney General of Pakistan,
Najam Mengal, President
of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz Lawyers
Wing, Anwar Nasim Kasi,
besides other senior law-
yers.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Governor said that the
role of lawyers based on
their cooperation is very
important for strengthening
the rule of law.

The Governor empha-
sized upon the importance
of role based on the coop-
eration of lawyers commu-
nity.

Heirs of kidnapped child, traders
community continue protest;
lawyers express solidarity too

Independent Report

QUETTA: The heirs of the
child kidnapped from
Quetta four days ago con-
tinued protest against his
non-recovery in the pro-
vincial metropolis on
Monday.

While the family mem-
bers of the kidnapped child
staged protest dharna (sit-
in) on second consecutive
day in the middle of city,
Unity chowk near the
Balochistan assembly and
High court, the traders’
community and lawyers
also joined the protest and
expressed solidarity with
the family members.

A protest rally was
also taken out by the law-
yers led by the senior lead-
ers Ali Ahmed Kurd, Rahib
Buledi and others from dis-
trict court to the spot of
dharna.

Meanwhile, the sit-in
by the protestors caused
massive traffic jam in the
main city area disrupting
the flow of traffic there.

As a result of which,
the people including stu-
dents and women faced
immense problems espe-
cially during the schools
and office timings.
Meanwhile, children of

different schools also took
out protest rally for recov-
ery of the kidnapped child.
They came in the protest
sit-in in form of the rally
and expressed solidarity
with the family members
of Musawwar Khan.

Similarly, the Provin-
cial Ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami and Member Provin-
cial Assembly, Maulana
Hidyatur Rehman Baloch
also visited the protest
dharna and expressed soli-
darity with the protestors.

The lawyers including
Ali Ahmed Kurd, Rahib
Buledi, Maulana
Hidayatur Rehman and
other protestors de-
nounced the provincial
government and police for
their failure in recovery of
the child kidnapped from
Patel Bagh area of Quetta
on Friday last.

They said that the gov-
ernment has miserably
failed to protest the life and
property of the common
men, as a result of which,
they are feeling them inse-
cure. They demanded of
the government and other
concerned law enforce-
ment agencies to ensure
safe recovery of the kid-
napped child without any
further loss of time.
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‘Our stance is clear’: PCB
chief adamant on holding
Champions Trophy in Pakistan

“If India has any concerns, they should come
and talk to us,” Mohsin Nagvi says

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB)
Chairman Mohsin Naqvion
Monday urged India to dis-
cuss concerns on sending its
national cricket team to Pa-
kistan, reiterating that the
multi-nation tournament
will be held in Pakistan next
year.

Pakistan is scheduled to
host the Champions Tro-
phy 2025 tournament from
Feb. 9 to Mar. 19 next year.
However, the International
Cricket Council (ICC) has
informed Pakistan that In-
dia had declined to play any
matches in Pakistan,
prompting the PCB to seek
a clarification from the ICC
on the refusal. Officially the
Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has
not informed the PCB of
its decision.

India has not sent its
cricket team to Pakistan
since 2008 due to political
tensions between the two
countries. Pakistan was
forced to agree to a “hy-
brid” model for the 2023

Asia Cup through which all
of India’s matches were
shifted to Sri Lanka. Paki-
stan has said it will not agree
to a similar model for the
Champions Trophy tour-
nament.

“Right now, all the
teams thathave qualified for
the Champions Trophy are
ready to come to Pakistan
and nobody has an issue,”
Naqvi told reporters in
Lahore. “I will say it today
too that if India has any
concern, they should talk to
us, we will address their
concern. I don’t think there
is any reason because of
which the Indian team can-
not come here.”

The ICC’s Champions
Trophy tour kicked off on
Saturday from Islamabad
but did not head to
Muzaffarabad in the first
leg of its journey. The
BCCI had objected to the
trophy’s original route,
which included
Muzaffarabad, the capital
of Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The ICC Men’s World
Cup 2023 trophy was
brought to India’s Ladakh
region in July this year, a
territory in Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir disputed by
both countries.

When asked about the
ICC canceling the trophy
tour in Muzaffarabad, Naqi
said: “I think the ICC will
have to think about its cred-
ibility [and consider] that
it is a body of all cricket
organizations in the world,”
Nagqvi said. “Even now, the
tour has not been canceled,
it has been rescheduled.”

The PCB chairman dis-
closed that it has appointed
former fast bowler and se-
lection committee member
Aqib Javed as the interim
white-ball head coach of the
men’s national squad till the
Champions Trophy tour-
nament. He said the deci-
sion was taken so that the
board does not rush into
appointing a new white-
ball coach for Pakistan af-
ter Gary Kirsten’s resigna-
tion.

QUETTA: Vice Chancellor University

of Loralai Dr. Ehsanullzih an Kkar

meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

Mian Iftikhar pays tribute to
late Senator Haji Adeel
on 8th death anniversary

Independent Report
PESHWAR: Mian Iftikhar
Hussain, President of
Awami National Party
(ANP) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, paid heart-
felt tribute to late Senator
Haji Muhammad Adeel on
his 8th death anniversary.
Hussain acknowledged
Adeel's relentless struggle
for the rights of smaller
provinces and his pivotal
role in giving Pukhtuns an
identity.

Adeel's tireless efforts
in the implementation of the
18th Constitutional
Amendment and NFC
Award were also recog-
nized. As a parliamentarian,
Adeel vigorously repre-
sented Pukhtunkhwa's in-

terests, both within and
outside the parliament. He
remained a devoted follower
of Bacha Khan's philoso-
phy until his death.

Mian Iftikhar Hussain
reiterated the party's com-
mitment to upholding the
legacy of leaders like Haji
Muhammad Adeel, who
dedicated their lives to
fighting for the rights of
oppressed nations. Adeel's
services will never be for-
gotten, and his memory will
continue to inspire future
generations.

The ANP leader vowed
to keep Adeel's spirit alive
by emulating his leader-
ship and continuing the
struggle for justice and
equality.

UN climate chief urges focus
on major political decisions
to advance climate action

UNITED NATIONS
(APP):As COP29 climate
talks in Baku enter their fi-
nal week, the UN climate
chieftold negotiators Mon-
day to “cut the theatrics,”
get down to business and
hammer out a new finance
deal to compensate coun-
tries for climate-driven
damages and pay for a
clean-energy transition.

“We can’t lose sight of
the forest because we’re
tussling over individual
trees,” said Simon Stiell,
urging delegates to wrap up
“less contentious issues” as
early as possible this week,
so there is enough time for
the major political deci-
sions.

COP29 opened in the
Azerbaijan capital this past
Monday with the main goal
of reaching agreement on
scaling up finance to ad-
dress the worsening im-
pacts of global warming,
according to a UN state-
ment issued in New York.

Despite an early break-
through on standards that

will pave the way for a UN-
governed carbon market,
the talks on climate finance
have been slow and conten-
tions, with delegations dig-
ging in their heels rather than
looking for common
ground.

“Bluffing,
brinksmanship, and pre-
mediated playbooks” are
burning up precious time
and running down the good-
will needed for an ambitious
package, stressed Stiell,
who is the Executive Secre-
tary of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), which
convenes the annual COP
meetings.

The stakes are too high
for “an outbreak of ‘you-
first-ism’...where groups
of parties dig in and refuse
to move on one issue, until
others move elsewhere,” he
said and the only way to
get the job done is “if Par-
ties are prepared to step
forward in parallel, bring-
ing us closer to common
ground.”

Plea for
blacklisting
Bahria town

rejected

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) con-
stitutional bench has re-
jected the plea for black-
listing Bahria Town.

The petition was dis-
missed being not per-
suaded.

A 7-member SC consti-
tutional bench presided
over by Justice Amin ud
Din Khan took up for hear-
ing Monday the petition
filed by Mehmood Akhtar
Naqvi.

Mehmood  Akhtar
Naqvi did not appear in
the court.

The court dismissed
the petition being not per-
suaded.

Most of the petitions
filed by Mehmood Akhtar
have been dismissed with
fine..

He has filed petition in
every matter and constitu-
tional bench is dismissing
these petitions besides im-
posing fine.

Woman Kkills
youth after he
refuses marriage
in Mianwali
Independent Report
MIANWALI: A woman
in Mianwali allegedly
shot and killed a
young man after he
refused to marry her,
citing her previous
marriage and ongoing

divorce case.

Police report that
the woman, already
married, had invited
the youth to her
home under the pre-
text of divorcing her
husband. When he
declined, she opened
fire, killing him on
the spot.

Police have initi-
ated an investiga-
tion and taken ac-
tion against the
woman.
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Ambassador of Pakistan to Chin:

a, H.E. Mr. Khalil Hashmi inaugurated the
exhibition depicting 70 years of the Great Wall Diplomacy in Beijing.

3 L e
QUETTA: Former MNA Mir Ehsanullah Khan Reki meeting with Chief Min-

ister Balochistan Mir Safaraz Ahmed Bugti.

12th edition of IDEAS-24
to kicks off today
at EXPO Centre

KARACHI (APP): The
12th edition of the four day
International Defense Exhi-
bition and Seminar (IDEAS)
2024 will be kicked off
from Tuesday (November
19) at EXPO Centre
Karachi.

According to details,
the Ministry of Defense
and the Defense Export
Promotion Organization
(DEPO) are set to host
IDEAS 2024 at the Karachi
Expo Center from Novem-
ber 19 to 22. The event
aims  to showcase
Pakistan’s advanced and
conventional defense capa-
bilities while fostering in-
ternational collaborations.

Highlighting the strate-
gic importance of the Spe-
cial Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), the exhibi-
tion seeks to solidify
Pakistan’s defense industry
on the global stage. The ex-
hibition will feature a com-
prehensive display of cut-
ting-edge defense equip-
ment, including weaponry,
tanks, fighter jets, helicop-
ters, naval ships, subma-

rines, and advanced drone
systems.

In addition, innovations
in missile technology, cyber
defense, satellite systems,
and electronic warfare will
underline Pakistan’s grow-
ing technological prowess
in defense production.

The Pakistan govern-
ment attaches a high level
of importance to IDEAS.
The exhibition attracts a
large number of delegates
and it is seen as a vehicle
for facilitating their own
indigenous arms trade.

The inaugural launch of
IDEAS occurred in 2000
and was a vehicle to pro-
mote Pakistan’s domestic
arms manufacturing busi-
nesses whilst providing a
stage for international ven-
dors to offer solutions to
the requirements of the
three-services of Pakistan.

The event, having al-
ways been scheduled for
the Karachi Expo Centre, in
its first year attracted 45
delegations from foreign
countries, media reports
said.

Local talent shines in boys’ singles
in ITF Junior Tennis C’ships

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
ITF Pakistan World Junior
Tennis Championships Leg-
2 got off to an electrifying
start on Monday at Paki-
stan Tennis Federation
(PTF) Tennis Complex,
Islamabad with local play-
ers making significant strides
in the Boys’ Singles cat-
egory.

The Boys’ Singles first
round saw some impressive
performances by Pakistani
players. Ahmad Nael
Qureshi showcased his
dominance with a convinc-

ing 6-1, 6-3 win over
Germany’s Louis Ellah
Knese. Muhammad Talha
Khan delivered an equally
commanding performance,
defeating Sri Lanka’s
Mweckramaginghe
Mudiyanselage 6-0, 6-1.

Muhammad Salar Khan
and Haider Ali Rizwan also
emerged victorious with
straight-set wins, while Bilal
Asim endured a tough three-
set battle against Thailand’s
Ariyaphol Leekul, ulti-
mately triumphing 6-4, 3-6,
6-2.

Chaghi DEO
chairs key

meeting

Independent Report
DALBANDIAN: Ashok
Kumar Rajput, District
Education Officer of
Chaghi, presided over
a crucial meeting with
top education officials,
including Muhammad
Dawood Narui, Sher
Agha Sanjrani, and
Sardar Ud Din Oeni. Se-
nior Clerk Education
Female Section Babu
Nooruz Khan Baloch
and other officials also
attended.

The meeting fo-
cused on Chaghi
district's overall educa-
tional landscape, dis-
cussing new strategies
and proposals to en-
hance educational stan-
dards. Rajput empha-
sized that improving
educational quality is
the top priority, mak-
ing it mandatory for all
DDEOs to submit daily
reports on school visits.
He stressed that absen-
teeism among teachers
and staff will not be tol-
erated, holding respec-
tive DDEOs accountable
for unattended teachers
in their areas.

Rajput's commit-
ment to quality educa-
tion reflects his broader
vision for Chaghi's edu-
cational development.
As a seasoned profes-
sional, he brings valu-
able expertise to the
role, having worked ex-
tensively in electrical
power systems and re-
newable energy.? His
leadership is poised to
drive positive change in
Chaghi's education sec-
tor.
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QUETTA:
Speaker Balochistan Assembly Captain (retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.

Civil Hospital Chaman Dr. Rasheed Nassar meeting with

COMSATS University
holds Convocation-2024

ISLAMABAD (PR): Con-
vocation-2024 was held at
COMSATS University
Islamabad (CUID),
Abbottabad Campus on
Monday, 18th Nov, 2024
in the Haroon Ur Rashid
auditorium, Abbottabad
campus. The founding rec-
tor of COMSATS Univer-
sity Islamabad (CUI), Dr.
S. M. Junaid Zaidi was the
chief guest of the ceremony.

Rector COMSATS,
Prof. Dr. Sajid Qamar along
with director Abbottabad
Campus, Meritorious Prof.
Dr. Imtiaz Ali Khan graced
the event. The distin-
guished guests included the
members of senate, syndi-
cate and academic council,
deans’ faculty of sciences,
chairpersons and heads of
different departments, fac-
ulty, and parents.

The convocation was
conducted in two sessions
(31st convocation in morn-
ing and 32nd convocation
in the evening) in which a
total of 1296 students who
have passed out in Fall
2023 and Spring 2024 ap-
peared.

Students received de-
grees in disciplines of Engi-
neering, Business Adminis-
tration, Information Sci-
ences and Technology, Sci-
ences, and Health Sciences.
The passed-out graduates
included 954 Bachelors and
303 Masters students.

Moreover, 58 students
bagged medals (gold, silver,
and bronze) at institute and
campus level for their out-
standing academic perfor-
mance in different fields.

From session Fall 2023, at

institute level, 3 gold med-
als, 2 silver medals, and 1
bronze medal while at cam-
pus level,5 gold medals, 3
silver medals, and 1 bronze
medal was given to the out-
standing students. Simi-
larly, from session Spring
2024, at institute level, 7
gold medals, 3 silver med-
als, and 1 bronze medal
while at campus level, 12
gold medals, 11 silver med-
als, and 9 bronze medals
were awarded to high
achievers. Noteworthy, 39
students were awarded
PhD degrees in the disci-
plines of Electrical Engi-
neering, Computer Sci-
ences, Management Sci-
ences, Pharmacy, Chemis-
try, Environmental Sci-
ences, Development Stud-
ies, and Biotechnology.

The ceremony started
with the name of Allah fol-
lowed by convocation pro-
ceedings by conferment of
medals and degrees to the
passed out students (PhD,
Masters and bachelor).
Student representatives
Mr. Changez Khan (morn-
ing session) and Miss Adan
Zeb (evening session) ex-
pressed their gratitude on
behalf of their fellows to
the respected director, fac-
ulty, and parents.

The honorable chief
guest Dr. S. M. Junaid Zaidi
is a well-known visionary
academician who has 36
years of professional expe-
rience in the field of educa-
tion. He realizes the worth
of good education and its
role in shaping up the per-
sonalities of youth, which
was reflected in his speech.
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QUETTA: MPA Zafar Agha enquiring about health

of Parliamentary Secretary Urban Planning and
Chairman QDA Asfandar Yar Khan Kakar.

Zamung Jazba Welfare
Society distributes winter
packages to 150 orphans

Independent Report

ABBOTTABAD--:
Zamung Jazba Welfare So-
ciety organized a heartfelt
event at the Government
Postgraduate College ,
where winter packages
were distributed to 150 or-
phaned and underprivi-
leged children. The event
was graced by Director
Khpal Kor Foundation,
Muhammad Ali, as the
chief guest, while District
Social Welfare Officer,
Jamal Shah Mohmand, pre-
sided over the event.

Key speakers included
Muhammad Pervaiz,
Chairman of Zamung Jazba
Welfare Society, who shed
light on the organization’s
efforts to support or-

phaned children. He em-
phasized that caring for
these children is a collec-
tive responsibility and
vowed to continue this
mission selflessly.

Other prominent at-
tendees included Sher Shah
Hoti, Chairman of
Pakhtunkhwa Qaumi Jirga
Mardan, and Agila Sumbal,
President of Women Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry Mardan, who
lauded the Society’s efforts
and urged public partici-
pation in humanitarian
causes. The ceremony
resonated with a call to ac-
tion, encouraging the com-
munity to extend their
support to ensure a brighter
future for underprivileged

Stoinis stars as Australia
complete 3-0 whitewash
over Pakistan in final T201

Sports Desk
PERTH: Australia capped
off a dominant series with
a resounding victory over
Pakistan in the third T20
International, sealing a 3-0
clean sweep.

Chasing a modest tar-
get of 118 runs, the Austra-
lian side reached the re-
quired total in just 11.2
overs, losing three wickets
in the process. The defeat
in the final T20I mirrored
the struggles of Pakistan
throughout the series, as
they were bundled out for
117 runs in 18.1 overs.

With seven players fail-
ing to reach double figures,
the national team’s batting
woes continued, leaving
them unable to make a sig-
nificant challenge against
the hosts.

Australia, opting to
chase, were initially
troubled by a shaky start.
Openers Jack Fraser-
McGurk (2) and Matthew
Short (18) were dismissed
early, leaving the home side
at 30 for 2 within four
overs. However, Australian
captain Josh Inglis steadied
the ship, contributing a cru-
cial 27 off 24 balls, before
being dismissed in the 10th
over. Inglis and Marcus
Stoinis combined for a 55-
run partnership for the
third wicket, with Stoinis
taking charge after Inglis’s
departure.

The Australian all-
rounder unleashed a brutal
assault, smashing 61* off
just 27 balls, including five
sixes and as many fours,

leading his side to victory
with ease. Stoinis’s com-
manding performance was
the highlight of Australia’s
chase, as they sealed the
win in just 66 balls.

For Pakistan, it was
another dismal batting dis-
play. After winning the toss
and opting to bat, the visi-
tors lost early wickets, with
Sahibzada Farhan (9) and
Haseebullah Khan (24) fail-
ing to provide any stability
at the top. Despite Babar
Azam’s valiant 41, the rest
of the batting line-up
crumbled under pressure.
Usman Khan (3), Salman
Ali Agha (1), and Irfan
Khan (10) all fell cheaply,
and Pakistan found them-
selves reeling at 92/7 by the
14th over.

Shaheen Afridi’s spir-
ited cameo of 16 runs,
which included two fours
and a six, briefly raised
hopes, but Pakistan’s col-
lapse continued, with the
final wicket falling for just
117.

Aaron Hardie was the
standout bowler for Austra-
lia, claiming three wickets,
while Adam Zampa and
Spencer Johnson picked up
two each. Nathan Ellis and
Xavier Bartlett also con-
tributed with one wicket
apiece.

This defeat marked a
series of failures for Pa-
kistan, who have now suf-
fered back-to-back
losses in all three T20
matches, the first of
which was a rain-af-
fected encounter.
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer, Communication Depariment (Roads) Pishin invites sealed bids from eligible
bidders who can prove their eligibility and qualification as mention in the bidding documents for the work
mentioned below based on Composite Schedule of Rates 2023, Government of Balochistan amended up-
to-date from interested contractors / firms for the work listed below under BPPRA Rules. Earnest Money
3% in Shape of Call Deposit. Tender Fee Rs.1500/- for each work

children.
&

S# Name of Work E/Cost

1 CONST: OF BTROAD 1 KMAT KILI ISMAILZAI MFTI ZAINUDDIN, 1 KMATKILI 39.600M
KHAIRABAD, 1 KMAT KILIHAMID ABAD & 1 KMAT NEW KILIHUSAINAN
MUHLA(PSDP NO. Z2023.0415) TSE-242511589513

2 CONST:OF BTROAD 1 KMAT KILLIMALAK KATATEHSIL PISHINPSDP No. 9.900M
72023.0423 TSE-242511589633

3 CONST:OF 1KMBTROADALONG WITH SIDE DRAIN FOR MALIKYAR (1) 9.900M
MUHALA, PISHIN PSDPNo.Z2023.0416  TSE-242511589563

4 CONST:OF BTLINKROAD 1 KMAT MIAN KHANZAI DISTRICT PISHIN 9.900M
PSDPNo.Z2023.0429 TSE-242511589683

5 CONST.OF BTLINK ROAD 1 KMAT MIAN SHEKHALZAI DISTRICT PISHIN 9.900M
PSDPNo.Z22023.0434 TSE-242511589713

6 CONST.OF 1KMBTROADATKILLI SAEED ABAD TEHSIL PISHIN PSDP 9.900M

No.Z2023.0426 TSE-242511589663

attested by a first class magistrate.

PRQ No.1986/18-11-2024

- BELAE AN L3 Y
“r wwwdprgob.pl

The procurement shall be carried out in accordance with Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory,
Rules 2014.and Pakistan Engineering Council By-Laws BASIC ELIGIBILITY: The Contractor must have
valid registration i.e 2024-25 with Pakistan Engineering Council in relevant Category & relevant discipline
and fresh registration with tax authority'si.e (NTN, sales tax Department and BRA) where applicable. The
bidder must have completed at least 03 similar nature assignment mention in the biding documents. As
per BPPRArule #25 (3) only one Bid can be submitted againstone NTN. METHOD OF PROCUREMENT:
(Single Stage —Two Envelop) bidding Procedure will be adopted Call Deposit and Challan should be
attached with Technical proposal. Which will be verified accordingly. BIDDING / TENDER DOCUMENTS:
The bidders can obtain the bidding document from the address mention below on production of green
Chillan form for an amount of Rs. menticned above (Non- refundable) for each work deposited in the head
of account C-02716 Civil works through Govt: Treasury/National Bank of Pakistan or can be downloaded
from the website of BPPRA (wwe.bppra.gob.pk), from the date of publication of this invitation in
newspapers fill the last date of submission. The contractors/Forms who obtain bidding documents by
downloading them from BPPRA website will also be required to provide deposited green Chillan from of
above mentioned Fee. The bids must be accompanied with bid security “in Technical Bid" for each work in
the form of call deposit of amount specified above in the office name of the undersigned from a scheduled
bank. No any Bank Drafts & Banker Check will be acceptable. DEADLINE OF SUBMISSION:
Technical and financial proposals from intending contractors/ firms by hand or through registered mail to
the address mentioned below on or before 29" November, 2024 at 12:00 PM OPENING: The envelope
containing “Technical Bids" will be opened on the same day 29" November, 2024 at 1:00 PM before
procurement committee in the presence of bidders or their authorized representatives who choose to
attend with authority letter. Second envelope containing financial bids of technically qualified bidders will
be opened later, the date of which will be communicated after evaluation of the technical bids. BIDS
VALIDITY: Ninety (90) days PLACE: The place of issuance, submission, inquiries and opening will be the
Office of the Executive Engineer (Roads), CWPP&H Department District Pishin. Telephone No.
0826920562. E-mail Address: EEI isttPishi
Criteria is incorporated in the detailed bidding documents uploaded on BPPRA website. The firms
providing unsubstantiated and / or incorrect information are liable to disqualification and / or legal action.
The undersigned reserves the right to reject all bids as per the BPPRA rules. Any person appearing /
submitting bids other than the owner of the firm will need an Authority letter on stamp paper of Rs. 100 duly

vinciall

- rdpr pgob L) dprgob

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (ROADS)
CWPP&H DEPARTMENT DISTRICT

The Technical Qualification

PISHIN

f @ dgprbalochistan
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ISLAMABAD: Speaker Na

tional Assembly addressin

cians and Surgeons of Pakistan at Jinnah Convention Center.

: k- ; : ;
g the participants at 57th convocation of Physi-

Ayaz commends CPSP‘s commitment to
strengthen Pakistan‘s healthcare system

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
Monday said that Parlia-
ment is committed to en-
hance country’s healthcare
sector, while emphasizing
the pivotal role of young
doctors in transforming the
health care system.

While delivering key
note address at the 57th
Convocation of the College
of Physicians and Surgeons
Pakistan (CPSP) here, he
highlighted the dedication,
compassion, and hard work
of young doctors as essen-
tial to advancing healthcare
in the country.

“Patients often sacri-

fice everything for their
treatment in hospitals. In
such times, kind words and
a smile from senior doctors
offer them a new sense of
life,” the Speaker remarked.

The convocation was
attended by Punjab Health
Advisor Major General
(Retd) Azhar Kiani, former
caretaker Health Minister
Punjab Dr. Jamal Nasir,
CPSP  President Dr.
Mohammad Shoaib Shafi,
distinguished doctors,
graduating students, and
their families from across
the country.

Ayaz Sadiq has de-
scribed the graduating doc-
tors as essential for the

nation’s healthcare system.
He lauded CPSP as
one of Pakistan’s premier
institutions which is re-
nowned not only nationally
but also internationally for
its immense contributions to
medical education and train-
ing. Addressing the young
doctors, NA Speaker urged
them to extend their respon-
sibilities beyond medical
treatment and foster ethi-
cal, and honest relation-
ships with their patients.
He pointed out criti-
cal challenges such as im-
proving maternal and child
healthcare and delivering
medical services in rural ar-
eas, underscoring that these

issues cannot be resolved
without the commitment
and expertise of young
medical professionals.

While mentioning the
CPSP’s six decades of ser-
vice, he commended its role
in maintaining high stan-
dards in postgraduate medi-
cal education.

He praised the leader-
ship of CPSP for equipping
its graduates with world-
class knowledge and skills,
as well as instilling values
of compassion and human-
ity. The Speaker also as-
sured parliament’s full sup-
port for CPSP’s initiatives
aimed at advancing
healthcare in Pakistan.

Chairperson says:

Punjab youth to get Intl job
opportunities under CM’s vision

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of the CM
Task Force on Skills Devel-
opment, Adnan Afzal
Chattha reaffirmed the
Punjab government’s com-
mitment to empowering
youth with world-class
skills development educa-
tion. Under the leadership
of Chief Minister Maryum
Nawaz, he said that the
government aims to trans-
form vocational institutes
to meet international stan-
dards, equipped with state-
of-the-art labs and a mod-
ern curriculum.

By providing youth
with market-driven skills,
the program will enable
youth to excel in the global
job market and secure bet-
ter livelihood opportuni-

ties, he said in an interview
with PTV News. The
Punjab government is play-
ing a significant role in pro-
moting skill development
education alongside tradi-
tional schools, aiming to
raise awareness among
youth and parents, he
added. The government is
promoting various pro-
grams to equip youth with
market-driven skills, en-
hancing their employability
globally, he said adding that
the government has
launched various initiatives
to empower youth, includ-
ing the Prime Minister’s
Digital Youth Hub, Laptop
Scheme, Skills Develop-
ment Programme, Talent
Hunt Youth Sports League,
Green Youth Movement,

National Innovation Award,
Youth Development Cen-
tre, National Youth Coun-
cil, and YES Programs.
Additionally, voca-
tional training programs in
fields like nursing, electri-
cal work, solar technology,
tile fixing, welding, and
bricklaying are available, he
mentioned. He said that key
partners include TEVTA,
PSDF, and international
collaborations like China
these programs aim to equip
youth with market-driven
skills, enhance employability
globally and contribute to
Pakistan’s economic growth.
He said that empowering ru-
ral women and youth through
vocational training programs
is a game-changer for their
socio-economic well-being.

62 cases registered in
Islamabad against Imran:
Police submits final report

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad Police have in-
formed Islamabad High
Court (IHC) that as many
as 62 cases are registered
against PTI founder Imran
Khan in different police sta-
tions of Islamabad.

Islamabad Police have
filed report in IHC contain-
ing details of cases against
former PM Imran Khan.

The report said that
62 cases are registered
against Imran Khan in dif-
ferent police stations of
Islamabad.

This final report was
presented in the court on
Monday.

The petition seeking
details of cases registered
against Imran Khan came
up for hearing in IHC Mon-

day.

Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir took up
for hearing petition filed by
Noreen Niazi sister of
Imran Khan.

DSP  Legal of
Islamabad police Sajid
Cheema presented final re-
port on court’s orders in
respect of the cases regis-
tered against Imran Khan in
Islamabad.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Noreen Niazi
had filed petition seeking
details of cases registered
against her brother incarcer-
ated in Adiala jail.

Police had verbally
told the court the details of
cases on previous hearing ,
however court had ordered
to submit final report.

Nadir advises PTI
supporters to beware
of exploitation

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
prominent Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader
Sardar Nadir Nabil Khan
Gabol on Monday advised
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) supporters to beware
of exploitation by their
party leaders and issued a
stern warning to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister, stating that
the federal government will
not tolerate the misuse of
public resources.

In an Interview with
the PTV news channel, he
said that the government
has made it clear that it will
not tolerate the misuse of

-
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ers are busy binding steel at

government resources for
PTT’s personal agenda, add-
ing, that the government
will closely monitor PTI’s
actions to prevent any ex-
ploitation of public funds
or resources for political
gain. Gabol said that the
government was making
progress and would not be
swayed by PTI’s attempts
to exploit the situation for
their gain. He urged youth
to distance themselves from
the PTI protests, adding,
that the country’s progress
and welfare should be the
primary focus, rather than
getting entangled in politi-
cal unrest.
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the construction site of an underpass along
Khyaban-e-Suharwardi in the Federal Capital as
part of ongoing development work.

FIA arrests
man for sexual
exploitation
of child

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) on Monday
arrested a suspect in-
volved in the sexual ex-
ploitation of a young girl
in Lahore.

According to the FIA
spokesperson, this marks
the first operation con-
ducted under the Interna-
tional Child Sexual Exploi-
tation Database (ICSC)
since Pakistan joined the
international database on
November 1.
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Dr Mukhtar urges dialogue,
unity among ITUI Officers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) and Acting Rector
of the International Islamic
University  Islamabad
(IIUI), Professor Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, called for
a renewed spirit of open-
ness and accountability
during his recent address to
university officers.

Stressing the impor-
tance of candid dialogue and
constructive engagement, he
highlighted the need for
transparent discussion on
genuine concerns to bridge
gaps between officers and
the administration.

Dr. Mukhtar’s ad-
dress, marked by a call for
equitable and merit-based
progress, was part of a

broader initiative aimed at
nurturing a collaborative
environment within ITUL
Emphasizing his commit-
ment to these principles, he
encouraged officers to em-
brace a culture of self-re-
sponsibility, mutual re-
spect, and accountability.

In response to offic-
ers’ concerns, which were
met with attentive listening,
Dr. Mukhtar pledged to
address them gradually and
concretely, acknowledging
the importance of construc-
tive, ongoing dialogue. He
underscored the role of edu-
cational institutions as
“hubs of the legacy of the
Prophets” and advocated
for an Islamic renaissance
that aligns with IIUI’s
unique identity.

THC seeks response
regarding FIA’s
officers’ promotions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday served
notices to respondents in a
petition against the deci-
sion of the central selection
board of the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) re-
garding the promotion of
officers.

The court instructed
the secretary Ministry of
Interior to submit a report
on November 21, after de-
ciding on the applications
of petitioners. Justice
Babar Sattar heard the case
filed by FIA officers includ-

ing Bakhtiar Cheema and
others. The court said in
its order regarding the hear-
ing that the petitioners’
lawyer said that they were
affectees of the working
papers sent by the estab-
lishment division and other
respondents regarding the
promotions from BPS-19 to
BPS-20. They stated that
the available cadre posi-
tions for the posts of direc-
tor law BPS-20 were told
wrongly. If the correct po-
sition was told then the pe-
titioners could be consid-
ered for these posts.
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ISLAMAB

AD: The students of Quaid-i-Azam

-University’s-Department of

Defence & Strategic Studies in a group photograph with Managing Director
APPMuhammad Asim Khichi, during their visit to the news agency’s head-

quarters.
Islamabad AIOU holds pilot
admin bans h ksh
public gatherings| PNAS€ WOrKShop on
for2months | “Art of Parenting”
ISLAMABAD  (APP):

The Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) administration
on Monday imposed a two-
month ban on all public
gatherings of five or more
people, processions, rallies
and demonstrations.

According to the noti-
fication issued by Addi-
tional District Magistrate
Usman Ashraf the ban was
imposed due to law and or-
der, citing concerns about
potential unlawful assem-
blies, disruption of public
order and the current secu-
rity environment.

The order specifically
mentions concerns about
planned religious and sec-
tarian processions and
demonstrations.

The ban prohibits
gatherings in all public
places within Islamabad’s
revenue limits.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
four-day workshop titled
“Art of Parenting” was in-
augurated at Allama Iqbal
Open University(AIOU)
on Monday, aiming to fa-
miliarize master trainers
with two guides developed

by the  university,
“Aghosh” and
“Parwarish”.

Speaking at the open-
ing ceremony, Dr. Khalid
Chauhan, Director General
of Research and Develop-
ment at the National
Counter Terrorism Author-
ity (NACTA), Pakistan,
emphasized that Aghosh
and Parwarish are crucial
books for child upbringing.
He encouraged master train-
ers to engage with the con-
tent and disseminate it to
the community to realize
the dream of an ideal soci-

ety.

Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of Education,
Raja Rashid Ali recited
Amjad Islam Amjad’s poem
“Mere Betay Ne Aankhein
Ek Nayi Duniya Mein
Kholi Hain” and highlighted
the increasing challenges of
raising children in the mod-
ern era.

He stressed the im-
portance of parents and
teachers focusing on
children’s character build-
ing.

Dean of the Faculty of
Education, Prof. Dr. Fazal
Rahman stated that toler-
ance and adaptability are
key qualities to instill in
children to create an exem-
plary society. He urged the
master trainers to approach
this task as a mission and a
national need.

Anti-smog symposium calls for sustainable solution

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) on Monday
held an anti-smog sympo-
sium to raise awareness
about the growing environ-
mental challenges posed by
smog and air pollution.

Chairman CDA,
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
while addressing the event
appreciated the initiative
and emphasized the critical
need for collaborative ef-
forts in tackling the issue
of smog and promoting sus-
tainable urban develop-
ment.

He encouraged all sec-
tors of society to play a role
in improving air quality and
protecting the health of the
public. “Smog knows no
boundaries, and it is a

shared responsibility to
work together to reduce
pollution levels in our cit-
ies. The steps we take to-
day will benefit generations
to come,” Randhawa re-
marked.

Prof. Dr. Nacem Taj,
who served as both the
chief organizer and super-
visor of the event, opened
the symposium with a
compelling address high-
lighting the importance of
collective efforts to mitigate
air pollution and promote
clean, healthy environ-
ments for future genera-
tions.

“Increased levels of air
pollution, particularly dur-
ing the winter months, pose
a significant threat to pub-
lic health. Our goal today is

not only to raise awareness
but also to provide practi-
cal solutions that individu-
als, communities, and insti-
tutions can adopt to reduce
their environmental im-
pact,” said Prof. Dr. Taj.

Following the sympo-
sium, Chairman CDA along
with other participants
took part in the Anti-Smog
Walk fostering community
engagement and environ-
mental responsibility and a
Tree Plantation Drive as
part of the hospital’s ongo-
ing environmental initia-
tives.

The participants in-
cluding environmental ex-
perts, healthcare profes-
sionals and local authorities
walked through designated
areas around the hospital,

carrying banners with mes-
sages about air quality, en-
vironmental protection,
and the importance of
clean air for public health.
The walk was a powerful
demonstration of solidar-
ity and a call to action for
everyone to take respon-
sibility for their environ-
ment.

The volunteers, hos-
pital staff, and community
members worked together
to plant a variety of trees
on the hospital grounds,
symbolizing a collective
commitment to enhancing
green spaces and combat-
ing the effects of air pollu-
tion.

Prof. Dr. Nacem Taj
expressed his gratitude to
all attendees, sponsors, and

participants, saying,
“Events like these are criti-
cal in raising awareness and
inspiring  meaningful
change. It is through these
efforts that we can protect
the health of our communi-
ties and build a cleaner,
greener future.”

The event was also
graced by other guests in-
cluding Member Adminis-
tration, Talat Mehmood;
Member Finance, CDA.
Tahir Naeem Akhtar; Prof.
Dr. Shajee, Head of the
Medicine Department at

PIMS; Dr. Shazli
Manzoor, Pulmonologist;
Dr. Imtiaz Paracha,

Pulmonologist and Dr.
Akbar Siddique Satti,
former Head of the Medi-
cine Department.
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photo with participants during closing ceremony of Waster Water Confer-

gs Shehlﬂ% Senate body on IT
own arres ) . o
17insearch | discusses nationwide
operation | Internetdisruption
ISLAMABAD  (APP): | ISLAMABAD (APP): for IT failed to attend the

Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police conducted a
grand search and combing
operation on Monday in
various areas of the
Shehzad Town police sta-
tion jurisdiction, falling un-
der the Rawal Zone, to curb
criminal activities.

A police spokesper-
son told APP that, the op-
eration was conducted un-
der the supervision of SP
Rawal Zone Kazim Naqvi.

He said teams com-
prising police
personnel,CTD including
lady officers and Frontier
Corps (FC) officials, par-
ticipated in the operation.

Climate scientist
blames emission
of volatile organic
compounds for

Smog

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Climate scientist, Salaal
Hasan, on Monday, blamed
volatile organic compounds
for creating smog as most
of the industries were us-
ing these dangerous mol-
ecules. Talking to media, he
said that volatile organic
compounds, mostly chlo-
rine, hydrogen, and sulfur
produced from different
sources, when reacted with
sunlight caused ozone layer
at the surface of the earth.
“Quality of air index above
80 to 100 marks is consid-
ered health hazard.” Hasan
added. He also maintained
that these chemicals directly
affect the tissues of the
lungs, which could result in
deaths or irreversible dis-
ability and it could be very
dangerous, especially for
infants and pregnant
women.

Police nab
2,285 outlaws
in rural zone
over last 10

months

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Police rural
zone police teams have car-
ried out an extensive crack-
down against criminal ele-
ments in the federal capital
over the past 10 months to
maintain peace and secu-
rity.

During this period, the
rural zone police teams ar-
rested a total of 2,285 ac-
cused involved in various
criminal activities and re-
covered cash and valuables
worth over 135 million ru-
pees from their possession,
a public relation officer told
APP on Monday.

Moreover, 250 ac-
cused of 98 criminal gangs
were also apprehended.

The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Information
Technology, chaired by
Senator Palwasha
Mohammad Zai Khan on
Monday discussed the rea-
sons behind the recent na-
tionwide internet disruption
and other pressing matters.

Senator Palwasha
Khan criticized the absence
of the Minister and Secre-
tary for Information Tech-
nology, calling it negligence
in defending the ministry’s
actions.

She noted that the
internet disruption has sig-
nificantly impacted the live-
lihoods of around 2.5 mil-
lion free-lancers across the
country. Despite multiple
invitations, the Minister

committee meeting for the
third consecutive time.

The Committee de-
cided to write to the Prime
Minister, highlighting the
Minister’s repeated absence
and inability to defend the
ministry’s decisions.

The committee re-
viewed a letter from the In-
terior Ministry directing
the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA)
to block VPNs without
informing the Ministry
of Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunica-
tions. Senator Afnan
Ullah questioned the le-
gality of the directive,
stating that VPNs do not
fall under the scope of so-
cial media apps.

PML-N coordinator
vows to strengthen
political activities in KP

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), Youth
Coordinator for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) chap-
ter, Idrees Sagar, on Mon-
day, vowed to strengthen
political activities to
counter evolving strategies
of opponents at the prov-
ince.

During a press confer-
ence here, Sagar stressed the
need to empower youth,
proposing modern strate-
gies for organizing efforts
across all districts in the
KPK, said Sagar urging the
importance of unity among
party workers.

He emphasized bridg-
ing the political gap be-
tween top leadership and
party workers performing
at gross root levels. The
party should work on an
inclusive approach to
strengthen the political in-
fluence.

Sagar, in his closing
remarks, suggested consid-
ering Ikhtiar Wali Khan, on
any appropriate position at
the government level due to
his devotion to the party
for over three decades.

He was optimistic that
his leadership skills always
united the members under
one umbrella.

AGP to organize
seminar on Workplace
Harassment Protections

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Auditor General of Pa-
kistan (AGP) office is
scheduled to organizine an
awareness seminar on the
Provisions of the Protection
Against Harassment of
Women at Workplace Act,
2010 here Wednesday.
The seminar, orga-
nized in collaboration with
the UN Women would ad-
dress key aspects of creat-
ing safe and inclusive work
environments for women,
according to press state-
ment. The event will bring
together esteemed speakers
and specialists, including
representatives from UN
Women Pakistan, FOSPAH
(Federal Ombudsman Sec-
retariat for Protection
Against Harassment), and
the Auditor General’s Of-
fice. Keynote addresses
and sessions will focus on
gender stereotypes, re-
spectful workplace prac-

tices, and international best
practices for preventing
workplace harassment.
The seminar will kick
off with preliminary re-
marks on the workshop’s
objectives by Dr. Zahra
Kamal, a prominent psy-
chologist and gender spe-
cialist from UN Women.
Louise = Nylin, UN
Women’s Country Repre-
sentative, will deliver re-
marks to set the tone for
the day. Other highlights in-
clude a presentation on
workplace harassment laws
by Ms. Meher Jamy of
FOSPAH, and an engaging
discussion on gender and
social norms led by Dr.
Zahra Kamal. The closing
sessions will cover concepts
and norms of respectful
workplaces and international
best practices with empha-
sis on situation in Pakistan
by Muhammad Younas
Khalid of UN Women.

ISLAMABAD: Students cross very busy Karnal Sher Khan Shaheed Road,
during heavy traffic, which may cause any incident any time as needs to
attention for concern authority, in the Federal Capital.
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When medicine fails

Who would have thought that
the medicine that was devel-
oped to cure disease would one
day be overpowered by the very
microorganisms it was sup-
posed to target?

Medical science may have
progressed with lightning
speed over the decades, but
has now hit a significant road-
block in the form of antimicro-
bial resistance. From Nov 18
to Nov 24 — World Antimicro-
bial Awareness Week — coun-
tries will be reminded of this
grim reality, as thousands of
people worldwide continue to
die because their sickness is
not responding to antibiotic
treatment.

This should be especially
alarming for a country like Pa-
kistan, where the consumption
of antibiotics is the third high-
est in the world. There are no
checks on the intake of these
drugs, thanks to a general lack
of awareness and a lax attitude
on the part of doctors, phar-
macies and patients. Doctors
often recommend antibiotics to
patients without even diagnos-
ing their illness; pharmacies
readily sell them over the
counter, and those consuming
them resort to their improper
use.

Under these and other cir-
cumstances, pathogens de-
velop resistance. Indeed, when
in a country like the US, with
its high-quality healthcare, al-
most one-third of antibiotic
prescriptions are not needed,
one can expect worse in Paki-
stan, where regulations and in-
ternational best practices are
routinely overlooked.

The situation is nothing less
than a medical emergency: be-
tween now and 2050, medical
experts expect antibiotic resis-
tance to kill 40m people world-
wide. A disproportionate num-
ber is likely to be from the de-
veloping countries where
healthcare is poor and disease-
rife — a situation that is com-
pounded by high levels of illit-
eracy and lack of education.
Against this backdrop, it would
indeed be a miracle if this
year’s theme for WAAW —
‘Educate. Advocate. Act now’ is
taken seriously by our authori-
ties — not simply for health
reasons but also to reduce the
huge economic burden caused
by longer hospital stays, more
expensive, often inaccessible,
therapy, and loss of work
hours.

A coordinated strategy is
needed at a national scale to
reduce the microbial danger.
But, in the meantime, health
authorities can step up dis-
ease-reducing measures such
as carrying out frequent vacci-
nation campaigns, ensuring
cleanliness in neighbourhoods
and public places, and keeping
a vigilant eye on hospitals —
the hotbeds of infection.

As recommended by the
WHO, they would do well to
promote antimicrobial steward-
ship to train doctors in judi-
ciously prescribing and admin-
istering antibiotics. Besides,
affordable lab tests can lead to
more accurate diagnoses for
patients who are otherwise de-
terred by high costs. Nothing,
of course, can take the place of
greater awareness among the
public itself. But the state has
to lead the way by recognising
the health challenge and tak-
ing steps where it can.

70 Years of the Chinese People’s Association for Friendship

China values friendship, cultural exchange, and diplomacy for global success through understanding and cooperation

By Syed Ali Nawaz
Gilani

Founded in 1954 under the
name China Cultural For-
eign Relations Association,
the Chinese People’s Asso-
ciation for Friendship with
Foreign Countries
(CPAFFC) is marking its
seventeenth year, advanc-
ing global cooperation
through the bonds of friend-
ship. Despite these modi-
fications, CPAFFC still
upholds its primary goal of
promoting Global Devel-
opment Friendship through
facilitating cultural ex-
change and promoting dip-
lomatic dialogue. China be-
lieves in prioritizing the
collective welfare over in-
dividual country interests
to achieve worldwide suc-
cess and urging nations to
come together for a shared
objective, aiming to attain
global prosperity and peace
through collaboration rather
than rivalry. By consis-
tently upholding these be-
liefs, the CPAFC plays a
crucial role in China’s glo-
bal integration and repre-
sents its long-standing dedi-
cation to a more intercon-
nected and fairer world.
This anniversary isn’t
pretty much celebrating
past successes; it’s a name
to action for the destiny.
President Xi Jinping’s
imaginative and prescient of
a “network with a shared
future for mankind” taking

shape. In Beijing, celebra-
tions marked China’s
progress in successful di-
plomacy.

Chinese concept of a
“shared future for human-
ity” goes beyond just being
an ideological notion - it
urges all countries to set
aside their differences and
prioritize the overall wel-
fare of everyone. It sup-
ports a fresh worldwide
solidarity that goes beyond
political and economic
agendas. The progress of
humanity relies on the
progress of every nation.

China’s long-standing
foreign policy of appease-
ment and non-interference
reflects that peace is largely
a political necessity and a
moral conviction. China’s
development policy is pri-
marily based on five stan-
dards of peaceful coexist-
ence, serving as a supply
of notion for international
locations around the sector.
It is essential to emphasize
that China’s foreign policy
is based totally on prin-
ciples such as mutual rec-
ognize for sovereignty, non-
violence, self-reliance,
equality and non-violent
coexistence. These ideas
have enabled China to es-
tablish sturdy and coopera-
tive relations with nations
round the arena.

The seventieth anni-
versary also provide a mo-
ment to mirror at the sig-
nificance of intercultural
exchange. For China, vari-

Xi Jinping’s vision of “shared
future for mankind” progresses,
celebrated in Beijing for
successful diplomacy

ety isn’t always a source
of division but a source of
possibility. The concept of
“concord without unifor-
mity” is deeply embedded
in Chinese philosophy and
reflects the perception that
diversity is the middle of
human civilization. In
today’s globalized world,
this idea is greater relevant
than ever. It’s essential to
foster expertise, promote
appreciate, and encourage
the peaceful coexistence of
various cultures.

In a technology ruled
by virtual technologies, go-
cultural communique has
emerge as each less difficult
and extra complicated.
China’s ongoing efforts to
engage with different inter-
national locations—
whether or not thru govern-
ment diplomacy or civil
society exchanges—are im-
portant for fostering global
peace and mutual know-
how. Initiatives like the
Confucius Institutes,
which teach Chinese lan-
guage and lifestyle, and
China’s energetic participa-
tion in worldwide cultural
exchanges, show off its
dedication to human beings-
to-people diplomacy.

Central to the

CPAFFC’s undertaking is
the perception that interna-
tional relations need to
move past governments and
contain everyday humans.
As President Xi Jinping has
emphasized, “The human
beings are the creators of
history.” It is those human
connections—whether thru
educational exchanges,
commercial enterprise col-
laborations, or network
partnerships—that power
actual trade. People-to-
people international rela-
tions has accordingly
emerged as a key awareness
of China’s foreign policy in
recent years.

The seventieth anni-
versary celebration under-
scored the significance of
strengthening ties between
China and the world. Pro-
grams along with sister cit-
ies, youngsters’ exchanges,
and academic partnerships
help construct these rela-
tionships. For example, the
sister town community en-
ables neighborhood govern-
ments to collaborate on a
wide variety of issues—
from city planning to envi-
ronmental safety, cultural
exchange, and education.
These neighborhood-stage
connections are often the

inspiration for broader na-
tional cooperation.

The anniversary addi-
tionally highlighted the sig-
nificance of enticing more
youthful generations in
worldwide international re-
lations. The CPAFFC’s
ongoing efforts to increase
teens applications and glo-
bal exchanges ensure that
mutual know-how and
friendship will keep grow-
ing in the coming decades.

At a time of rising geo-
political tensions and pro-
tectionism, China’s method
to international relations
remains rooted in openness
and inclusivity. Unlike dif-
ferent countries that are
trying to find to impose
their very own fashions,
China respects the right of
all international locations to
determine their own paths
to improvement.

In practice, this means
jointly tackling shared chal-
lenges—climate change,
poverty, inequality, and con-
flict. It means providing de-
velopment assistance with-
out conditions normally im-
posed by other powers. For
instance, BRI does not pri-
oritize asserting Chinese
sovereignty but rather em-
phasizes forming mutually
beneficial partnerships
among all parties.

Amidst global chal-
lenges such as climate
change, political instability,
and economic inequality,
the 75 years at the
CPAFFC serve as a testa-

ment to the importance of
friendship in international
relations. In a time of fre-
quent conflict and rivalry,
the importance of human
connection is crucial. An
example is the Chinese say-
ing, “True and honest com-
munication results in long-
lasting friendships.”

China’s dedication to
cultivating this profound
and significant bond has in-
fluenced its foreign policy
for the last 70 years - and
will have a lasting impact
for years to come. The idea
of a “society for the shared
future of mankind” is not a
dreamy vision, but a realis-
tic blueprint for global in-
teractions to come. By col-
laborating, nations can ad-
dress current issues and es-
tablish a future founded on
peace, advancement, and
mutual regard. Looking
ahead to the next 70 years,
CPAFFC’s ethos of cama-
raderie and unity will keep
motivating individuals glo-
bally. China’s contribution
to promoting global connec-
tions - through culture, edu-
cation, trade, and diplomacy
- will be vital in building a
fair, prosperous, and peace-
ful world for everyone.

-- The author is Sec-
retary-General Pakistan-
China Friendship Asso-
ciation Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province
& was member of APCFA
delegation to Conference
His email syeed.gilani
@gmail .com.

Maleeha Lodhi

For all the speculation dur-
ing last month’s SCO sum-
mit about a thaw in Paki-
stan-India relations, there
has been no melting of the
ice between the two
neighbours. Instead, subse-
quent developments indi-
cate the long-standing dip-
lomatic impasse persists
and may even have deep-
ened.

The speculation was
sparked by the visit to
Islamabad last month of S.
Jaishankar to attend the
meeting of the 10-member
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation, the first by an
Indian foreign minister in
over a decade. But he made
clear ahead of the trip that
no bilateral engagement was
envisioned. Nor did
Islamabad seek a meeting
on the sidelines. The media
noise over the customary
exchange of handshakes and
pleasantries did not ob-
scure the reality that
Jaishankar’s 24-hour stay
did nothing to break the

The impasse persists

diplomatic deadlock — and
wasn’t intended to.

In fact, overtures to
New Delhi by former
prime minister and head of
the ruling party Nawaz
Sharif and his daughter,
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, elicited no
response from the Indian
government.

Nawaz Sharif said he
saw Jaishankar’s visit as a
positive sign that might lead
to improved relations and
hoped the two countries
would restore sports and
trade ties. Maryam Nawaz
publicly called for “climate
diplomacy” with India to
deal with the growing chal-
lenge of smog on both sides
of the Punjab border. This
was met by silence from
New Delhi. But the chief
minister of Indian Punjab
ridiculed Maryam’s claim
that smog from the Indian
side was reaching Lahore.

Expectations that
sports would help to pave
the way for a thaw did not
materialise.  Although
cricket diplomacy has

played a part in the past to
ease tensions and bring the
two countries closer, not so
this time. Despite infor-
mally conveyed urgings by
Pakistani officials, India
announced it would not
send its cricket team to play
in Pakistan for the eight-
nation Champions Trophy,
which Pakistan will host in
February/ March 2025.
The Indian cricket
board apparently cited se-
curity concerns for its de-
cision. For their part, Paki-
stani officials rejected the
Indian suggestion to play
their matches in Dubai or
elsewhere and ruled out
any ‘hybrid solution’. The
row continues.
Meanwhile, to add to
disputes between the two
countries, in late August,
New Delhi formally asked
Islamabad for a review of
the Indus Waters Treaty.
The 1960 treaty, brokered
by the World Bank, has for
over six decades survived
wars, confrontations and
tensions to provide a frame-
work that governs the shar-

ing and management of
trans-border rivers. The fate
of the treaty may now be
at risk due to India’s insis-
tence on modifying it on
grounds of what it calls
“fundamental and unfore-
seen change” in circum-
stances as well as security
concerns.

The latest communi-
cation follows an earlier one
in January 2023, when In-
dia notified Islamabad of its
intention to amend the
treaty’s dispute settlement
provisions. According to
Indian media reports, the
latest one includes India’s
concerns over issues such
as “demographic changes,
environmental challenges,
and the need to accelerate
clean energy development”.

Islamabad responded
by a terse statement ex-
pressing willingness to dis-
cuss any concerns in the
relevant body, the joint
Indus Waters Commission,
while calling on India to
comply with the treaty.
The two countries have dis-
agreed in recent years over

the treaty’s dispute settle-
ment mechanism; India
boycotted a court of arbi-
tration hearing in January
2023 at the Hague on In-
dian hydroelectric projects
on the Chenab and Jhelum
rivers disputed by water-
stressed Pakistan.

These developments
do not create a propitious
climate for India-Pakistan
diplomatic re-engagement.
But the biggest obstacle is
India’s obdurate refusal to
discuss the Kashmir dis-
pute. Relations, in fact,
were ruptured in August
2019 when India illegally
annexed, bifurcated and ab-
sorbed the disputed state of
Jammu and Kashmir into
the Indian union — in vio-
lation and defiance of UN
Security Council resolu-
tions. Formal dialogue and
the peace process were
suspended by India long
before this. But Delhi’s
2019 action, accompanied
by a sweeping set of repres-
sive measures, prompted
Pakistan to suspend trade
and downgrade diplomatic

ties by recalling its high
commissioner.

The Modi
government’s post-2019
actions in J&K only inten-
sified tensions with Paki-
stan. Ignoring Islamabad’s
protests, it undertook a
slew of far-reaching legal,
demographic, and electoral
changes in occupied Kash-
mir aimed at
disempowering Kashmiri
Muslims. This further viti-
ated the regional climate and
left ties more fraught. In a
bid to consolidate and
‘legitimise’ its August 2019
action, the Modi govern-
ment allowed elections to
be held to the J&K assem-
bly in September/ October
— after a decade — but
only after truncating the
powers and authority of the
‘elected’ government by
substantially empowering
the lieutenant-governor,
nominated by Delhi.

This was opposed by
all Kashmiri parties and
showed the Modi govern-
ment had no intention to cede
central control of J&K.

Sick sector

Zarrar Khuhro

You’ve almost certainly
heard of Multan’s Nishtar
hospital; as  south
Punjab’s largest public
sector hospital, it is vis-
ited by thousands of pa-
tients every year. Even if
you’re not familiar with
the hospital, you will al-
most certainly have heard
of an incident that took
place in 2022, when a
video went viral showing
several corpses in various
stages of decomposition
left to rot on the roof of
the hospital.

Some reports claimed
that there were 200 to 500
bodies (in reality there
were four), and there was
furious speculation that
these belonged to missing
persons allegedly being
disposed of with the col-
lusion of hospital authori-
ties. The truth, when it
emerged, was less sensa-
tional and — in keeping
with Pakistani realities —
much more predictable.

The bodies were of
the unclaimed and uniden-
tified dead and were meant
to be stored in special
rooms. Instead, hospital
staff had, in violation of
SOPs, simply dumped
them on the roof under the
open sky. This was inhu-
man, shouted the govern-
ment of the day, while
pledging heads would roll.
Investigative committees
were constituted in clas-
sic Pakistani tradition.
And in keeping with that
tradition, nothing really
happened. And now in
2024, the hospital is once
again in the news, and once
again for all the wrong rea-
sons.

Following the death
of a kidney patient, who
undertook regular dialysis
at the hospital, from HIV-
related complications, it
emerged that the three di-
alysis machines reserved
for HIV patients had, in
fact, been used for the di-
alysis of kidney patients
who were free of the
deadly blood-borne virus.
The result? At least 30

kidney patients now have
HIV, as reported in Asif
Chaudhry’s comprehen-
sive story in this paper last
week.

By Oct 26, the hos-
pital knew what had tran-
spired, but reportedly
tried — again in keeping
with tradition — to hush
it up. It only came out
with the news once a per-
son had died. Worse, when
the news spread and pa-
tients went and got HIV
tests at the hospital, re-
portedly the results
turned out negative. When
they went and had the
same tests conducted at a
private lab, they tested
positive. From this, we
can only conclude that ei-
ther the hospital labs are
ineffective or falsifying re-
sults. For those familiar
with how Pakistan’s
health system operates,
neither possibility is im-
plausible.

For those unfamiliar
with the way dialysis is
conducted, allow me to ex-
plain in light of my own
experience as a person
with a family member who
regularly underwent this
treatment: the patient is
tested constantly; prior to
every session, a compre-
hensive blood screening is
conducted to make sure
that the patient does not
suffer from a disease, such
as hepatitis C, that could
contaminate the machines.
It appears that this screen-
ing was either not con-
ducted, or else conducted
in such an unprofessional
way that the results
would count for nothing.

In addition, patients
with renal failure or im-
paired kidney function are
sometimes tested several
times a week to make sure
that their creatinine and
urea levels are in control.

Now, consider this:
while the hospital appar-
ently learned of this disas-
ter in October, we have no
way of knowing how long
this contamination had
been in play or how many
people have been infected
beyond the 30 that have

been reported. Those hap-
less patients would then
have gone on to have regu-
lar blood tests and proce-
dures which means that
the circle of infection
would have likely spread
beyond themselves, not to
mention that many of
these would have gone on
to expose others, such as
spouses or sexual partners,
etc to HIV, meaning that
the spread may be expo-
nential. Only now is the
hospital attempting to
track down those who
may have been infec-ted,
but it’s already too late.

In 2016, the exact
same thing took place at
Larkana’s Chandka Medi-
cal College hospital,
where over 50 dialysis
patients were infected
with HIV. This only came
to light when many pa-
tients who had undergone
dialysis there later sought
treatment at SIUT (which
follows protocols to the
letter), where the virus
was detected. As with
Nishtar, proper dialysis
procedures had not been
followed.

And of course, we all
(should) remember what
happened in Ratodero in
2019, when a local doctor
who catered to low-in-
come segments was ac-
cused of having inadvert-
ently infected 282 adults
and children with HIV
through negligence and the
unsanitary reuse of sy-
ringes and blood transfu-
sion equipment. (The doc-
tor himself was report-
edly an HIV patient, hav-
ing contracted the virus
through a blood transfu-
sion after a car accident.)
Reporters who covered
this story say that while
he was certainly at fault,
he was also used as a
scapegoat to cover for
what is in fact a systemic
breakdown, as many of the
patients he saw may have
already been infected else-
where. Our healthcare sec-
tor itself is sick, and no
amount of committees is
going to heal it. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Asking questions

Neda Mulji

Recently, a student of
Grade 8 asked a few
questions in a rapid se-
quence during a science
lesson. Her mind was
reeling and one question
led to another. The ques-
tions were met, as they
inevitably are, with sus-
picion, and the teacher
retaliated with ‘don’t act
too smart’. That rebut-
tal is flawed at many lev-
els. Firstly, aren’t stu-
dents being sent to
school to become smart?
Isn’t the purpose of all
learning geared towards
asking questions relent-
lessly to engage with
content on a deeper level?

Unfortunately, our
schools have always laid
more emphasis on disci-
pline and compliance
than relentless learning.
Any Dbehaviour that
breaks the flow of the
teacher’s talk time is met
with rebuke. It’s almost
as if the teachers are rac-
ing against the clock to
regurgitate what they
know in each chapter of
the textbook being
taught.

Students cannot be
involved in learning in
depth, nor can they learn
to answer questions if
they don’t ask. Ques-
tions don’t arise in a
vacuum; they are the re-
sult of a thinking mind.
Fostering a culture where
questions are encouraged
and appreciated helps
instil a love for learning
in students. It teaches
them that curiosity is a
strength and that ques-
tions demonstrate critical
thinking.

This mindset is par-
ticularly crucial in pri-
mary and secondary
classrooms, where stu-
dents are still shaping
their view of the world
and belief systems and,
at this stage, it is impor-
tant for adults to value
their self-expression as
they learn to think, ex-
press and share ideas.

Besides, questions
in class, and indeed later
on in professional life,
provide valuable feed-
back reflecting under-
standing as well as gaps
in knowledge. They also
encourage collaboration,
help students develop a
voice and gain confidence
in their abilities. Ques-
tions can create a vibrant
learning environment, al-
beit noisy and chaotic.
Chaos is often misunder-
stood in our culture as a
lack of discipline, even
though the sparks of in-
telligence and revelation
often take root in chaos.

Educators who fear
too many questions in
class are often vying for
control, hoping that they
can orchestrate an envi-
ronment where the
teacher remains the main
character in the movie. If
students are to dev-e-lop
the confidence to ask, ex-
plore and un--lock their
potential, they need a
safe, non-

judgemental envi-
ronment where the qual-
ity and frequency of
questions is not con-
trolled. In an ideal world,
students would not hesi-
tate to ask or answer
questions.

There is much litera-
ture and work being done
on the foundational skills
of learners in early years.
Yet, the power of engag-
ing them through ques-
tions is underrated. One
of the fundamental ways
that children develop
communication skills is
to practise relaying their
thoughts, and the trans-
formation to active learn-
ing comes from being in-
volved, engaged and mo-
tivated.

When questions are
unwelcome, it not only
stifles curiosity, it dis-
courages creative think-
ing and out-of-the-box
solutions and negatively
affects students’ self-es-
teem as they lose their
ability to express them-
selves and start relying
on another authority to

simply ‘transfer’ content
that they are expected to
learn and reproduce.

Fast forward a few
years — when these
learners engage with tech-
nology, they will no
longer have the skill to
conduct research on their
own using their digital
literacy skills. Their en-
gagement with AI, for
exa-mple, rests on asking
the right questions, using
relevant prompts and
leading their own learn-
ing. A large part of
resea-rch prompts has to
do with framing the right
questions. When they no
longer have the skills to
engage with technology,
the tools of learning be-
come redundant in real-
world experiences.

Reading and
comp-rehension skills
are re--quired in all sub-
jects, at all educational
levels. Whilst teachers
give questions to be an-
swered by students, few
take the time out to flip
the formula and ask stu-
dents to come up with
questions based on what
they read. The quality of
the questions students
come up with is a quick
assessment method sig-
nalling which students
have read and understood
the content.

Asking questions,
whether relevant or not,
helps students learn deci-
sion-making, challenges
their thinking and clarifies
their thoughts. It also pre-
pares them for a world
where they will have to
engage in conversations
on topics they know little
about and will need to ask
questions to learn how to
develop their understand-
ing. The best scientists in
history have engaged in
problem-solving by asking
hypothetical questions.
How are we to produce
problem solvers if students
are only taught to learn
content they receive and
are not equipped to build
on it through interrogation
and original thought? --
Courtesy Dawn
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Punjab Governor says:
Pakistan wants to benefit

from Spain’s expertise
in olive cultivation

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Spanish
Parliamentary delegation
met with the Governor
Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan here today at
the Governor House
Lahore. Governor Punjab
welcomed the delegation
on their arrival at Governor
House. During the meeting,
both sides discussed ways
to enhance cooperation in
energy, infrastructure,
Olive production and
agriculture sectors.

Governor Punjab
thanked the Government of
the Spain for its
cooperation with Pakistan
in European Union.

Speaking on this
occasion, Governor
Punjab, Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said that the
trade relations between the
two countries are very old,
however, there is need to
increase the trade volume
between the two countries.
Governor Punjab said

Pakistan wants to benefit
from Spain’s expertise in
olive cultivation. Governor
Punjab further said that
Chakwal and Attock areas
of Punjab province are
very fertile in terms of olive
production, adding that
olive oil is also being
extracted there. He sought
Spain’s cooperation in oil
cultivation.

Governor Punjab
stressed the need for
exchange of parliamentary
delegations between the
two countries. He said that
it is encouraging that
Spain’s Parliamentary
delegation has visited
Pakistan for the first
time.

He added that such
visits should continue. He
expressed the hope that
this visit will further
strengthened the relations
between the two countries.
Governor Punjab further
said that Pakistan wants
peace in the world.

LAHORE: Tehreek-e-Insaf Opposition Leader in

Punjab Assembly, Malik Ahmed Khan Bhachar
along with others addresses to media persons
during press conference held at Lahore press club.

Minister says:
Pb govt taking
practical steps for
people’s welfare

SARGODHA  (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Ushr and Zakat Rana
Munawar Ghous Khan on
Monday said the Punjab
government was taking
practical steps for people
welfare.While talking to
APP here at Umer Park,the
minister said the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was
doing politics of hatred in
the country whereas the
incumbent government,
under the leadership of the

chief minister, was taking
public-friendly initiatives
to make the province
prosperous.A number of
development projects were
also underway,he added.

Rana Munawar
Ghous said he had made
clear to officers to make
sure transparency in
providing  Zakat to
deserving people.

All out efforts would
be made to make PP-78 a
developed one,he added.

LG Minister to digitize
accounts of local bodies

MARDAN (APP):
:Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for  Local

Government, Arshad Ayub
Khan Monday announced
plan to digitize accounting
process of local bodies for
streamlining transfers,
postings, and financial
operations.

He expressed these
views while presiding over
a performance review
meeting of tehsil municipal
administrations (TMAs)
of district Mardan.

The minister directed
TMOs to increase
property rents for local
bodies, re-evaluate
government land allotments
according to the new lease

policy, and preserve TMA
resources  with  the
approval of respective
councils.

He also directed to
resolve the issue of
distribution of assets
between TMA Mardan
and Garhi Kapura at the
earliest.

Arshad Ayub Khan
emphasized zero-tolerance
for negligence in public
interest projects and urged
municipal bodies to take
immediate steps to boost
revenue.

He directed
authorities to intensify
operations against illegal
housing societies in the
district.

A

PESHAWAR: Barrister Daniyal Chaudhry,

Parliamentary Secretary of Information and
Broadcasting, attending the Qul ceremony of the

late Senator Ilyas Bilour.

PJA conducts
training program
on forensic science

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Judicial Academy
(PJA) on Monday
launched a six-day training
program on forensic
science, medico-legal
procedures, post-mortem
examination, and arms and
ammunition analysis for
judicial officers.

PJA Director-General
Justice (Retd) Sardar
Ahmad Naeem addressed
the inaugural session,
emphasizing that
dispensing justice was not
merely a job but a sacred
trust  bestowed by
Almighty Allah. He stated
that judges who fear Allah
Almighty have no fear of

any worldly power and can
deliver justice without any
external pressure. DG
Sardar Ahmad Naeem
highlighted the importance
of post-mortem reports in
criminal cases, noting that
they are crucial in
determining the fate of
individuals. He
emphasized that judicial
officers must thoroughly
understand post-mortem
reports and other aspects
of criminal cases to ensure
justice is served. The
training program will
continue for six days, with
30 participants, including
additional district and
sessions judges.

o

LAHORE: The Snish Parliamentary delegation meeting with Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif.

Heartily appreciate Spain’s
support for achieving GSP
Plus status: Maryam

LAHORE (APP): A Senate
delegation from Spain
called on Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz at
the Chief Minister’s Office
here on Monday.

During the meeting,
the CM discuss the
promotion of bilateral
relations, trade and tourism
between Spain and Punjab.
The chief minister said,
“Spain is Pakistan’s
second largest export
partner in the European
Union, there are
numerous opportunities
to increase bilateral trade
volume.” An agreement
to increase cooperation
in the fields like economy,
climate change, disaster
risk management and
environmental pollution
was also discussed in the
meeting.

Maryam said, “We
heartily appreciate Spain’s
support for achieving GSP
Plus status. Friendly ties
with Spain are highly
valued and we want to
work together with Spain
on early warning system,
and rescue services to
prevent flood damage.

We intend to further
promote parliamentary
diplomacy. We are making
Punjab a tourist hub, will
welcome Spanish
investment in the sector.
Aspecial package is being
prepared to facilitate
foreign investors.”

She said, “We are
especially focused on
women empowerment.
The number of female
parliamentarians  has
increased significantly.”

Chief Minister

Maryam Nawaz Sharif
expressed a deep sense of
grief over the loss of life
and property due to recent
floods in Valencia, Spain,
and offered her
cooperation for the relief,
recovery and rehabilitation
of victims. She also
appreciated the relief
package provided by Spain
under the flood response
plan in Pakistan.

The Spanish
parliamentary delegation
said,”It is very welcome to
have a woman in the post
of chief minister.” They
added, “Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has
been running affairs of the
province quite smoothly.”
They also mentioned in the
meeting a street attributed
to Allama Igbal in Cordoba,
Spain.

Two brothers
killed in
Jamrud firing

PESHAWAR (APP):
Unknown assailants on
Monday fired multiple
shots on a car, killing two
real brothers in Jamrud
tehsil of Khyber district.
Police said two local
brothers, identified as
Falak Jan and Abdul Malik
were travelling in their
Mehran car when unknown
assailants fired at their
vehicle near Wazir Dhand
check post, killing both the
brothers on the scene.
Area police reached
the area and shifted bodies
of both the brothers to
hospital for medico-legal
procedure.

Foreign delegates
visit Igbal Museum

LAHORE (APP): A
special visit of Javed
Manzil (Allama Iqgbal
Museum) was organized
on Monday for foreign
delegates who participated

in the ongoing
International Iqbal
Conference.

According to official
sources here, the visit was
organized as per the
direction of Punjab
Tourism Secretary Farid
Ahmad Tarar. The foreign
delegates were taken to
Igbal Museum via tourism
bus service.

Archaeology Director

Igbal Museum Curator
Hamid Nazir welcomed the

delegates as per the
direction of Punjab
Archeology Director

General Zaheer Abbass
Malik.

During the visit, the
foreign delegates were
shown historic rooms of
Igbal’s residence, items
used by him and unique
documents. A briefing on
Igbal’s poetry, philosophy
and his role in the Pakistan
movement was given to the
the delegates. They lauded
the role of the archaeology
department in conserving
the heritage.

Muhammad Hassan and

KP CM expresses dismay
over delay in resolving public
complaints; warns strict action

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Gandapur on Monday
expressed dissatisfaction
and dismay over delay in
resolving public
complaints registered on
“Ikhtiyar Awam Ka”
portal and warned strict
action for negligence.

Presiding over a
meeting here at CM
secretariat to review the
status of public
complaints the CM
instructed that complaints
from previous
administrations also be
shifted to the “Ikhtiyar
Awam Ka” portal to ensure
resolution without
discrimination.

A statement issued
here after the meeting said
that he emphasized the
importance
transparency
efficiency, stating, “The
timely and satisfactory
resolution of public

KARACHI: Sindh Governor, Ka

complaints was the
responsibility of officials,
and any failure would not
be tolerated.”

During the meeting,
the CM was briefed on the
progress made so far.
Officials reported that the
portal had received 6,242
complaints, out of which
2,559 had been resolved
while 3,683 complaints
were in progress.

The briefing revealed
that relief provided to
1,200 citizens, while 757
others received partial
relief through the platform.

It said that 13,384
citizens were registered on
the portal including around
300 women, adding that
1458 complaints were
registered from Peshawar,
405 Mardan, 363 Bannu,
335 Dera Ismail Khan, 344
Abbottabad, 277
Mansehra, 237 Charsadda,
235 Hari Pur, 223 Swabi,
and 185 Lower Dir.

The portal received

#

1966 complaints against,
1040 Education, 876
Implementation of public
agenda, 602 corruption and
539 law and order.

The CM Gandapur
reaffirmed his commitment
to personally oversee the

resolution of public
grievances,  ensuring
citizens receive

satisfactory outcomes. He
urged the public to make
greater use of the portal,
emphasizing that their
genuine concerns would be
addressed. He directed the
officials concerned to
enhance the portal’s
effectiveness and make it

user friendly besides
facilitating overseas
Pakistanis to register

complaints and ensuring
their resolution.

He also instructed to
launch awareness
campaigns on social media
to encourage public use of
the platform for resolution
of their problems.

mran Khan Tessori in the presence
Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah administers the oath of office to Mukesh

Kumar Chawla, the newly appointed provincial minister, during oath taking
ceremony held at Governor House in Karachi.

Sindh CM calls

on Governor

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah
called on the Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori at
Governor House here on
Monday.

They discussed the
ongoing development
projects funded by the
federal government in
the province.

The  Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori
said that the federal
government would
continue supporting the
provincial development.

He said that the
people would benefit
from the projects funded
by the federal
government.

The Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah said that the role
of the federal
government was
commendable in the
development of the

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider Khan presenting cheque | province, said a
to student on best performance during 41st convocation of Kind Edward GOV@THQT house
Medical University. communique.
. . () [ [
Twoincluding | (Ggvernor Kundi meets British
one girl injured

in SW house
blast

PESHAWAR (APP): At
least two people, including
a minor girl, were critically
injured when a blast
occurred inside a house in
South Waziristan on
Monday.

According to a police
spokesman, the incident
occurred in Ladha tehsil of
South Waziristan, where a
minor girl and a man were
critically injured in an
explosion inside their
house.

The injured were
rushed to the district
headquarters hospital for
treatment.

Heavy police force
reached the site and started
an investigation to
ascertain the cause of the
blast from possible
explosive material.

Miscreants
destroy school

in S Waziristan

PESHAWAR (APP):
Unknown  miscreants
detonated  explosives
inside a high school in the
Azam Warsak area of South
Waziristan during late-night
hours, police informed on
Monday.

According to the
police spokesman,
miscreants planted
explosive material inside
Government High School,
Azam  Warsak, and
escaped. The explosive
was later detonated with a
remote-controlled device.

Council leadership to strengthen
education, skills dev programs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal

Karim Kundi during a
meeting here on Monday
with James Hampson, the
Country Director of the
British ~ Council in
Pakistan, and the Head of
Education at the British
Council, reiterated his
commitment to advancing

education and skills
development in the
province.

The Governor

outlined his priorities,
including enhancing the

quality of education,
empowering youth and
women through skill
training programs, and
forging partnerships
between universities in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
their counterparts in
England. These
collaborations aim to bring
global expertise to KP
universities through
student and faculty
exchanges.

A key topic of
discussion was the
Governor’s vision for the

Pakistan Red Crescent

Society (PRCS) KP
chapter, which he presides
over. The Governor
emphasized the importance
of innovative initiatives
and expanding its reach for
community service.

He also highlighted
the immense potential of
arts and design talent
among university students
in KP, particularly young
women, and shared that a
formal proposal for
collaboration with the
British Council on this
initiative had already been
sent.

Pakistan.

P HREI =
LARKANA: International Expert-Cultur
Pakistan Dr Cristina Menegazzi addressing during Training Workshop of
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) for the Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage
in Pakistan at Conference Hall Mohen jo Daro organized by Directorate
General of Antiquities and Archaeology Government of Sindh & UNESCO
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“Maryam Ke Dastak”
expanded to Punjab’s
32 districts

LAHORE (APP): On the
directive of Punjab Chief
Minister (CM) Maryam

Nawaz  Sharif, the
‘Maryam Ke Dastak’
program  has  been

expanded to 32 districts
across the province.

The ten new districts
added include Rahim Yar
Khan, Vehari, Lodhran,
Toba Tek Singh, Layyah,
Rajanpur, Nankana Sahib,

Chiniot, Gujrat, and
Khushab.
This emerged during a

progress review meeting
presided over by PITB
Chairman Faisal Yousaf,
here on Monday.
“Maryam Ke Dastak”
offers over 65 government
services such as Domicile
Certificates, FIR copies,
Birth Certificates,
Learner’s Driving Licenses,
and e-Stamping through
the PITB-developed
‘Dastak Doorstep
Delivery App’ and web
portal. Citizens can now
avail these services directly

e

= v .v‘-:_ .]'
HYDERABAD: Sindh United Party (SUP)

at their doorsteps, reducing

the need to visit
government offices
ensuring greater

convenience, especially for
women, the elderly, and
working professionals.

Previously, Dastak
services were available in
major districts, including
Lahore, Rawalpindi,
Faisalabad, Multan, and
Sargodha. Citizens can
also avail these services
by calling the helpline at
1202.

On this occasion,
Chairman Faisal Yousaf
remarked, “The Maryam
Ke Dastak initiative aims
to improve service delivery
through trained
representatives, providing
a more efficient and
citizen-friendly
experience.” The program
underscores the

government’s commitment
to accessible, transparent,
and technology-driven
public service delivery, he
added.

President, Syed Zain Shah addresses to his
supporters during public gathering meeting
against federal canals projects, at Naseem Nagar

Chowk in Hyderabad.

Spanish parliamentary
delegation meets speaker
Punjab Assembly

LAHORE (APP): A 4-
member Senate delegation
from Spain called on
Speaker Punjab Assembly
Malik Muhammad Ahmad
Khan in the Punjab
Assembly  here on
Monday. The delegation
comprised Vicente
Azpitarte, Natalia Ucero,
Antonio Gutierrez and Luis
de la Pena.

Pakistan Ambassador
to Spain Zahoor Ahmed
and Secretary General
Chaudhry Aamir Habib
were also present.

PA Speaker Malik
Muhammad Ahmad Khan
accorded a warm welcome
to the delegation, and said
the visit of the Spanish
parliamentary delegation
reflected the growing
relationship  between
Pakistan and Spain. He said
the exchange of

parliamentary delegations
would further strengthen
bilateral relations between
both the countries.

Malik Muhammad
Ahmad said that
Parliamentary diplomacy
could play a significant role
in resolving global
challenges, adding that
steps had been taken to
improve parliamentary
tools in the Assembly.

Now standing
committee hearings were
open to the media instead
of in-camera, he said and
added that legislative
process was very
transparent and organised,
ensuring the participation
of every member. This
system promotes deep
research and discussion on
various topics so that the
best laws could be made,
he added.
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Finance minister reviews
progress on financing
for priority sectors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Monday
held a virtual meeting with
the Governor State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) and
Chairman Pakistan Banks’
Association (PBA) and
their teams to discuss
progress on financing for
the priority sectors.

The minister
appreciated the work done
by PBA and SBP for
coming up with substantial
initiatives and taking
measures for implementing
the more tangible
initiatives, said a news
release. He urged that
initiatives with short term
and immediate impact be
given priority and their
implementation time frame
be compressed for
finalizing them by end
December and hopefully
rolling them out from early
next year.

The minister also
assured full support for

arranging necessary
consultations between
PBA/SBP and the

stakeholder ministries,
adding the Finance Division
would also host a meeting
of all relevant stakeholders
to hear their viewpoints,
and help forge a consensus

on the proposed
initiatives.
Chairman PBA

apprised the minister on
various initiatives planned
by PBA for building an
inclusive and sustainable
financial ecosystem.

He proposed that
electronic  warehouse
receipt finance, SME
index, corporate farming
financing, venture capital
fund for fintechs, revival of
agri cooperatives and
establishment of financial
data exchange could be
some of the potential
initiatives to create a long-
term impact towards a
sustainable financial
ecosystem.

He also proposed
initiatives such as fan

financing, EV financing,
solarization of tube-wells
and markup subsidy and
first loss coverage for SME
financing for a short-term
and more immediate
impact on the system.

Meanwhile, SBP
Governor highlighted the
progress achieved on
various fronts in respect of
various initiatives
proposed by PBA for
financing to priority
sectors.

He argued that some
of the proposals suggested
by PBA were concrete in
scope and the central bank
had already issued
necessary notifications on
regulatory side to facilitate
their implementation. He
also proposed a more
proactive consultation
between stakeholders,
particularly with telecos
and power companies, on
initiatives requiring data
collection and building
scorecard for agriculture
and SME sectors for
sustainable financing.

HYDERABAD: Special Assistant to CM Sindh for Investment and Public
Private Partnership, Syed Qasim Naveed Qamar offers Dua after unveiling
the plaque during the inauguration ceremony of Divya Roller Flour Mills, at
Tando Muhammad Khan road in Hyderabad.

Jazzsunsets 3G insupport
of its ‘4G for all’ vision

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Jazz, Pakistan’s leading
digital operator, has
achieved a groundbreaking
milestone by transitioning
to a 4G-only mobile
broadband network,
making it the first telecom
operator in the country to
phase out 3G services
fully.

This bold move,
which reallocates all
spectrum resources to
high-speed 4G, is a
cornerstone of Jazz’s
transformation into a
ServiceCo, leveraging
advanced technology to
improve lives and
livelihoods across
Pakistan, said a news
release.

With its 4G customer
base having reached 50
million, Jazz’s decision to
optimize spectrum
utilization will deliver
faster internet speeds,
enhanced service
reliability, and broader
network coverage. This
transition underscores

Jazz’s unwavering
commitment to driving
Pakistan’s digital economy
and bridging the digital
divide, particularly in
underserved and remote
communities.

Khalid  Shehzad,
Chief Technology Officer
at Jazz said “Repurposing
our spectrum solely for 4G
is amonumental step in our
ServiceCo transformation,
reaffirming Jazz’s
leadership in digital
innovation. Expanding 4G
access not only improves
service quality but also
fosters customer-centric
solutions that empower
livelihoods and uplift
communities. Remarkably,
this transformation was
achieved over a year-long
journey, reflecting our
meticulous planning and
execution.”

Kazim Mujtaba,
President Consumer
Division at Jazz, added:
“As we redefine

connectivity with a fully
4G-powered

Sindh govt committed
to economic growth and
farmer’s prosperity: Qasim

HYDERABAD (APP):
Sindh Chief Minister’s
Special Assistant for
Investment and Public-
Private Partnership Syed
Qasim Naveed Qamar has
reiterated the Sindh
government’s commitment
to improving the
province’s economy in line
with the vision of Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto.

He said that the
provincial government,
under the guidance of
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, and the
leadership of Chief

Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, was implementing
plans to improve the

at Firdous area.

province’s economy.
According to a
handout, speaking at the
inauguration of the state-
of-the-art Divya Roller
Flour Mills on the
Hyderabad-Tando
Mohammad Khan Road on
Monday, he highlighted the
benefits of this new
facility.
“The establishment
of Divya Roller Flour Mills

will safeguard local
farmers’ produce and
ensure timely

compensation for their
hard work,” he said.

He emphasized that
the use of modern
machinery at the facility

would encourage
innovation in other

industries.

P by ’ : - :
PESHAWAR: Customer selecting and purchasing LPG cylinder from vendor

PSX gains
232 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed bullish
trend on Monday, gaining
232 points, a positive
change of 0.24 percent,
closing at 94,995.67 points
as compared to 94,763.64
points on the last trading
day.

A total of
765,206,618 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 893,170,249
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 23.924
billion against Rs.30.811
billion on the last trading
day.

As many as 457
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
192 of them recorded gains
and 220 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
45 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were Hascol
Petrol with 85,137,088
shares at Rs 9.24 per share,
Fauji Foods Limited with
60,498,160 shares at Rs
11.55 per share and K-
Electric Limited with
58,382,098 shares at
Rs.5.17 per share.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Four
ships, TSS Amber, Izumo
Hermes, Singapore Bulker
and Star Crimson
scheduled to load/offload
Container, Rice and
Coal,berthed at Qasim
International Container
Terminal, Multi-
Purpose Terminal and
Power Electric Port
Terminal respectively on
Sunday.

Meanwhile four more
ships, Greentec, Sanmar
Raga, Khairpur and Navig-
8 Montiel scheduled to
load/offload Rice,
Chemicals, Mogas and Gas
oil are also arrived at outer
anchorage on today
morning.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator

Muhammad Aurangzeb held a virtual meeting with the Governor of the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Mr. Jameel Ahmed, and the Chairman of the
Pakistan Banks’ Association (PBA), Mr. Zafar Masud, along with their teams,
to discuss progress on financing for the priority sectors.

Qaiser Sheikh says:
Pakistan’s ports

significantly improved

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Maritime Affairs, Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh, has said
that Pakistan’s ports have
been significantly
improved, and many
companies have signed
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) to
invest in Pakistan’s
industry.

The Minister, who
participated in the Global
Maritime Trade Summit
organized by the
International Chamber of
Shipping, expressed his
gratitude for the invitation.

He thanked the
Chairman of the
International Chamber of
Shipping, = Emmanuel
Grimaldi, and the Hong
Kong Transport and
Shipping Department.

In his speech, the
Minister stated, “About
90% of global trade
depends on the shipping
industry. He emphasized
that Pakistan’s ports have
been significantly
improved.”

“Due to these
improvements, Maersk
Line, Mediterranean
Shipping Company,
Hutchison, and Abu Dhabi
Ports Company have
signed memoranda of
understanding and
agreements to invest in
Pakistan’s maritime sector
and shipping industry,” he
said. Sheikh also invited
other international
shipping companies to
invest in Pakistan.

He said, “Pakistan’s
geographical location is of
great strategic importance,

as it provides easy access
for transporting goods to
China, Central Asian
countries, and the Middle
East.”

The minister said,
“Our deep ports at Port
Qasim and Gwadar have
significant handling
capacity, but the current
transportation is less than
half of their potential. This
is in contrast to nearby
ports like Dubai, Jebel Ali,
and Salalah, which are
quite busy.”

Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
also highlighted, “The
ongoing rapid development
at Gwadar Port, with
hopes that it will soon be
fully operational.
Recently, the federal
cabinet directed that 50%
of trade will be routed
through this port.”

CCP approves 50%
acquisition of Total
Parco by Gunvor Group

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Competition
Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) on Monday granted
approval for the
acquisition of 50 percent
share-holding in M/s. Total
Parco Pakistan Limited
(TPPL) by M/s.
Aquashore SA, a company
operating under
Switzerland’s Gunvor
Group. Under the terms of
the sale and purchase
agreement, these shares
will be transferred from M/
s TotalEnergies Marketing
Services to Aquashore SA,
said a news release In the

petroleum sector, this
acquisition marks the latest
in a series of high-profile
transactions  recently
approved by the CCP.

Earlier this year, Saudi
Aramco acquired 40
percent equity stake in GO
Petroleum, while another
Saudi group, Wafi Energy
Holding Limited, acquired
77.42 percent share-
holding and control of Shell
Pakistan Limited.

These transactions
highlight the growing
interest of global energy
giants in Pakistan’s

dynamic energy sector.

QUETTA Workers busy repalrlng Faulty gas

heaters at Surajganj Bazaar.

ICT export remittances
surge by 34.9% in first
four months of FY 2024-25

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s ICT export
remittances have
witnessed a remarkable
growth of 34.9%, reaching
US$ 1.206 billion during
the first four months of FY
2024-25 (July to October)
said Minister of State for
IT and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

In a statement, she
said ICT exports were US$
894 million in the same
period last year (FY 2023-
24).

Shaza Fatima said in
October 2024, the

remittances from ICT
services export amounted
to USS$ 330 million, a
38.6% increase over US$
238 million in October
2023. The Minister of
State for IT said on the
directives of the Prime
Minister of Pakistan steps
were being taken to
increase IT exports.

She said the Ministry
of IT, the Pakistan
Software Export Board
(PSEB) and the IT industry
were committed to
increasing the country’s IT
exports.

FTT forreforms tosave
agricultural economy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman, Fair Trade in
Tobacco (FTT) here on
Monday highlighted the
importance of policy
reform  to support
Pakistan’s agricultural
economy and the
livelihoods of millions
dependent on the tobacco
industry.

He wurged the
government to rationalize
excise duties on tobacco
products in Pakistan to
combat the rising share of
illicit trade and protect the
legitimate sector from
further economic damage,
said a news release.

“The legitimate
tobacco sector in Pakistan
is already heavily taxed,”
said adding that “Tier-I
brands are paying 84% in

excise, while Tier-1I brands
face a 60% excise duty.

However, the illicit
sector pays nothing and
continues to  grow
unchecked, depriving the
national exchequer of Rs.
300 to 330 billion
annually—equivalent to
$1.2 billion. This is a
staggering loss for our
economy.”

He emphasized that
the share of illicit trade in
Pakistan’s tobacco market
has skyrocketed from 37%
in 2021 to nearly 63% in
2024.

These illicit operators
sell their products below
the legal minimum price of
Rs. 162.25, bypassing tax
obligations and
undercutting legitimate
businesses.

Over 4.8m
cotton bales
arrive at ginning
units by 15™

MULTAN (APP): Seed
Cotton (Phutti)
equivalent to over 4.8
million (48,93,948) bales
have reached ginning
factories across Pakistan

till  November 15,
registering a decrease of
33.60 percent as
compared to

corresponding period of
last year. According to a
fortnightly report of the
Pakistan Cotton Ginners
Association  (PCGA)
issued to media on
Monday, over 4.5 million
(45,06,779) bales have
undergone the ginning
process i.e converted into
bales Cotton arrivals in
Punjab were recorded
22,44 ,880 bales
registering a decrease of
34.53 percent as compared
to the corresponding
period of last year when
arrivals were recorded
34,28,915 bales. Sindh
generated 26,49,068 bales
registering a decrease of
32.79 percent as compared
to corresponding period of
last year when arrivals
were recorded 39,41,709
bales.

Rana, Shafay discuss
industrial promotion

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Industries and
Production Rana Tanveer
Hussain and Provincial
Minister for Industries and
Commerce Chaudhry
Shafay Hussain met here at
PSIC House on Monday.

During the meeting, it
was agreed to move
forward together for the
promotion of industry and
technical education, and
early settlement of the
issue pertaining to 96 acres
of federal land taken by
TEVTA on a 99-year lease
in Taxila. The Punjab
government agreed to the
proposal to revise lease of
the land. The committee
will determine suitable
revised lease for the land
within a week.

Rana Tanveer Hussain
said that the federal and
Punjab governments will
work together for the
promotion of technical
education and industry.
Coordination between the
two governments is
essential for the promotion
of technical education and
industry, he said and added
that the federal government
will cooperate with Punjab
in all possible ways. He

said, “It is our
commitment to equip the
youth  with  quality

technical education. The
future of Pakistan is linked
to the promotion of quality
technical education.”

Provincial Minister
for  Industries and
Commerce Chaudhry
Shafay Hussain apprised
Rana Tanveer about the
measures taken to promote
industry and technical
education in Punjab. It
should be noted that
Government College of
Technology is also
established on leased land
in Taxila.

He said, “The Punjab
government has taken
practical steps to promote
quality technical education.
By equipping the youth
with modern sciences, they
will change the destiny of
the country and the
nation.”

He said that labs and
courses of TEVTA
institutes are being aligned
with the modern
requirements. He said that
measures being taken for
the promotion of
investment are proving
fruitful.

The Hong Kong
Global Maritime
Trr;n:l(-_' Summlt

Risk & Re
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T
HONG KONG Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs, Qaiser Ahmed Shaikh while addressing
Global Maritime Trade Summit.
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Current Account records
a surplus of $349 million
in Oct 24: SBP

KARACHI (APP): The
Pakistan’s external Current

Account Balance
witnessed positive
improvement for the

consecutive third month in
October 2024 as Current
Account recorded a
surplus of $349 million in
the month while Current
Account for the first four
months of the financial
year 2024-25 recorded as
$ 218 million, State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) reported
on Monday. Cumulatively
the current account balance
for July to October 2024,
according to the latest SBP
data, has shown significant
improvement as a surplus
of $218 million was
recorded during the first
four months of FY 2024-
25 as compared to the
deficit of $1.528 billion
during the corresponding
period of last year.

“The external Current
Account recorded a

surplus of US$349 million
in October 2024, after
showing a surplus of
US$86 million and US$29

ISLAMABAD Ayoung vendor is dlsplayed Kinnow attraction for customers

million in September 2024
and  August 2024
respectively,” said SBP
adding that accumulative
current account balance for
July-October 2024-25 also
turned into surplus after a
deficit of $131 million in
the first three months of
the current fiscal yar.
According to SBP
figures, the merchandize
trade deficit has declined on
month-on-month as well as
yearly basis during
October 2024. The balance
on trade in goods in
October 24 has recorded a
deficit of $1,586 million
against the deficit of $
2,061 million of September
2024 and $1,664 million in
October 2023, the data
shown. Likewise, the
services’ trade deficit was
recorded at $261 million
during October 24 as
compared to the deficit of
$258 million during
September 2024 and $ 206
million in October 2023,
the data shown adding that
balance on trade in July
October FY24-25.

at fruit and vegetable market sector I-11, in the Federal Capital.

Pakistan possess huge opportunity
to decarbonize, reduce emissions
through Just Energy Transition

BAKU (APP): The global
experts on Monday
underscored that Pakistan
possessed a huge
opportunity to
decarbonize and reduce
carbon emissions of its
energy mix through just
energy transition.

A high-level panel
discussion on the sidelines
of COP29 at the Pakistan

Pavilion showcased
Pakistan’s energy
transition efforts,

discussing pathways to a
sustainable future amidst
growing climate concerns.

The panel, titled
“Pakistan’s Energy
Transition: Pathways to a
Sustainable Future”,
brought together key
stakeholders from

government, industry, and
climate organizations to
address the country’s
renewable energy goals,
challenges, and
opportunities in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.

Managing Director of
ITrust, Liz Branden set the
tone for the discussion by
emphasizing the energy
sector’s role as the largest
emitter of CO2, with
demand continuing to rise
globally. Branden
highlighted that although
Pakistan is one of the
smallest emitters of
greenhouse gases, the
country faces catastrophic
climate impacts, including
devastating floods and
significant  economic
losses, despite its minimal

contribution to global
emissions.

She stressed that
Pakistan has a unique
opportunity to play a
significant role in the global
energy transition,
leveraging its renewable
energy potential and a
strong commitment to
reducing carbon emissions.
The country has set
ambitious  Nationally
Determined Contributions
(NDCs), aiming to cut its
carbon emissions by 30%
and achieve a renewable
energy mix of over 60% by
2030. Pakistan also
launched a climate finance
framework at COP29, a
move that has been
described as a promising
step toward attracting.
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Biden lifts ban on UKkraine using
US arms to strike inside Russia

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration has lifted restric-
tions that had blocked
Ukraine from using US-
provided weapons to strike
deep into Russian territory,
said three sources familiar
with the matter, in a signifi-
cant change to US policy in
the Ukraine-Russia con-
flict.

Ukraine plans to con-
duct its first long-range at-
tacks in the coming days,
the sources said, without
revealing details due to op-
erational security concerns.
The White House declined
to comment.

The move by the
United States, which comes
just over two months be-
fore president-elect Donald
Trump takes office on Jan
20, comes after months of
requests by Ukrainian
President  Volodymyr
Zelenskiy to  allow
Ukraine’s military to use
US weapons to hit Russian
military targets far from its
border.

The change follows
Russia’s deployment of
North Korean ground
troops to supplement its
own forces, a development

that has caused alarm in

Washington and Kyiv.
The first deep strikes

are likely to be carried out

using ATACMS rockets,
which have a range of up to
190 miles (306 km), ac-
cording to the sources.

some Western allies.

and NATO.

Kursk border region.

Moscow warns US over allowing
Ukraine to hit Russian soil with

long-range weapons

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: President Joe Biden s decision to let Ukraine strike
targets inside Russia with U.S.-supplied long-range mis-
siles was met with ominous warnings from Moscow, a
hint of menace from Kyiv and nods of approval from

Biden s shift in policy added an uncertain but poten-
tially crucial new factor to the war on the eve of its 1,000-
day milestone. News of Biden s change came on the day a
Russian ballistic missile with cluster munitions struck a
residential area of Sumy, a city in northern Ukraine, killing
11 people, including two children, and injuring 84 others.

On Monday, another Russian missile attack started
fires in two apartment blocks in Odesa, in southern
Ukraine. At least eight people were killed and 18 were
injured, including a child, regional Gov. Oleh Kiper said.

Washington is easing limits on what Ukraine can
strike with U.S.-made weaponry, U.S. officials told The
[ Associated Press on Sunday, after months of ruling out
such a move over fears of escalating the conflict and
bringing about a direct confrontation between Russia

The scope of the new firing guidelines isn't clear.
But the change came after the U.S., South Korea and
NATO said recently that North Korean troops are in
Russia and apparently are being deployed to help the
Russian army drive Ukrainian troops out of Russia's

Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva greets Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, as she arrives ahead of the G20 Summit, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

‘Cut the theatrics’:

UN climate chief at
deadlocked COP29

Monitoring Desk
BAKU: The UN’s climate
chief told countries at the
deadlocked COP29 summit
on Monday to “cut the the-
atrics” as pressure mounts
on G20 leaders to deliver a
breakthrough.

As the UN climate
talks limp into a second
week in Azerbaijan, the
world is no closer to a fi-
nance deal for poorer
countries that will deter-
mine the success or fail-
ure of COP29.

UN climate boss
Simon Stiell said that
“bluffing, brinkmanship
and premeditated
playbooks burn up pre-
cious time and run down
the goodwill needed”.

“Let’s cut the theat-
rics and get down to busi-
ness,” he told delegates
assembled in a cavernous

football stadium in Baku.

Nations have until
Friday to break the im-
passe over how to raise
$1 trillion a year for de-
veloping countries to
cope with global warm-
ing.

Pressure is mounting
on G20 leaders to throw
their weight behind the
stalled process in Baku as
they meet in Brazil for
the annual summit of the
world’s biggest econo-
mies — and top polluters
— on Monday and Tues-
day.

“A successful out-
come at COP29 is still
within reach, but it will re-
quire leadership and com-
promise, namely from the
G20 countries,” UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio
Guterres said on Sunday
in Rio de Janeiro.

Suspected Houthi rebels in
Yemen target a ship in the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden

Monitoring Desk
DUBAL Suspected attacks
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
targeted a commercial ship
traveling through the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden,
though no damage or inju-
ries were reported, authori-
ties said Monday.

The attacks come as
the rebels continue their
monthslong assault target-
ing shipping through a wa-
terway that typically sees
$1 trillion in goods pass
through it a year over the
Isracl-Hamas war in Gaza
and Israel’s ground offen-
sive in Lebanon.

The ship’s captain
saw that “a missile
splashed in close proxim-
ity to the vessel” as it trav-
eled in the southern Red Sea
near the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait connecting to the Gulf

“of

of Aden in the first attack
late Sunday night, the Brit-
ish military’s United King-
dom Maritime Trade Op-
erations center said in an
alert. The attack happened
some 30 miles (48 kilome-
ters) west of Yemen port
city of Mocha.

On Monday, another
attack some 70 miles (112
kilometers) southeast of
Aden in the Gulf of Aden
similarly saw a missile
splash down close to the
vessel, the UKMTO said.

“The vessel and crew
are safe and proceeding to
its next port of call,” the
UKMTO added.

The Houthis did not
immediately claim the at-
tacks. However, it can take
the rebels hours or even
days to acknowledge their

Pope seeks
international
study into

Gaza genocide

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Pope Francis has
suggested the global
community should
study whether Israel’s
military campaign in
Gaza constitutes a geno-
cide of the Palestinian
people, in some of his
most explicit criticism
yet of Israel’s conduct in
its year-long war.

In excerpts pub-
lished on Sunday from
a forthcoming book, the
pontiff said some inter-
national experts say
that “what is happen-
ing in Gaza has the
characteristics of a
genocide”.

“We should investi-
gate carefully to assess
whether this fits into the
technical definition (of
genocide) formulated by
international jurists and
organisations,” the pope
said in the excerpts, pub-
lished by Italian daily La
Stampa.

Serbia train
station accident
death toll

rises to 15

Monitoring Desk
BELGRADE: A victim in-
jured in the collapse of a
railway station roof in
Serbia this month died on
Sunday, bringing the death
toll to 15, health officials
said.

The concrete roof at
the Novi Sad station came
crashing down on Novem-
ber 1, killing 14 people, aged
from just six to 74 and in-
juring three others.

“The patient in ques-
tion suffered the most se-
vere injuries... Despite the
efforts and fight of the doc-
tors, the outcome was fa-
tal,” Vesna Turkulov, direc-
tor of the Clinical Centre of
Vojvodina, told local media.

assaults.
-

Employees work ata pruction facility of Unwave company, a Ukrainian

producer of jammers and radio electronic warfare, amid Russia’s attack on
Ukraine, at an undisclosed location, Ukraine.

,.'

' B\ -y —
Palestinians, including rescuers, search for casualties at the site of an Is-
raeli strike on a house, in Gaza City.

NATO’s largest
artillery exercise
underway in Finland

Monitoring Desk
ROVANIEMI: Finland is
hosting its first large-scale
NATO artillery exercise
since the Nordic nation
joined the military alliance
last year, with live fire
drills starting on Sunday.

The exercise con-
ducted in the northern
Lapland region in Novem-
ber is part of Dynamic
Front 25, the largest
NATO artillery exercise
ever held in Europe, with
fire drills in Finland as well
as Estonia, Germany, Ro-
mania and Poland.

Running from 4 to 28
November, it marks the
first time NATO allies are

practicing artillery fire at
a large scale on Finnish
soil.

The Nordic nation,
which shares a border with
Russia, joined NATO last
year, dropping decades of
military non-alignment af-
ter Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.

“We work on
interoperability with our
allies, to carry out artillery
fire in coherence with our
NATO  allies,” said
Romain, a French army
captain and unit com-
mander of the Ecrins bat-
tery of the 93 mountain
artillery regiment, giving
only his first name.

North Korea’s Kim
urges improved military
capabilities for war

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un urged
the country’s military to im-
prove capabilities for fighting
a war in a speech last week,
state media KCNA said on
Monday, after Pyongyang
dispatched thousands of
troops to Russia. Kim deliv-
ered the speech to a confer-
ence of battalion command-
ers and political instructors
held in Pyongyang on Fri-
day, during which he called
for building political and
military strength and fight-
ing efficiency to ensure that

the armed forces can cope
with a war. Threats from the
United States and its allies
including South Korea and
their military confrontation
with North Korea have
brought tension to “the
worst phase in history,” he
said, calling the Korean pen-
insula “the world’s biggest
hotspot.” “He ardently
called upon all the partici-
pants to go all out for bring-
ing about substantial and
fundamental improvement
in improving their capabili-
ties for fighting an actual
war,” KCNA said.

Hezbollah
spokesman
assassinated

in Beirut

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: An Israeli airstrike
without warning on the of-
fice of Syria’s Baath party
in Lebanon’s capital Beirut
killed the Lebanese resis-
tance movement
Hezbollah’s Media Rela-
tions Officer, Mohammed
Afif, a Lebanese security
source said. “The strike on
Ras al-Nabaa killed
Hezbollah media relations
official Mohammed Afif,”
the security source said.

Ali Hijazi, secretary-
general of the Lebanese
branch of the Baath
party, confirmed the
death of Hezbollah media
official Afif.

UK to put Sudan
resolution to
vote by UN

Security Council

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Britain will
seek backing from other
United Nations Security
Council members on Mon-
day for its demand that
Sudan’s warring parties
stop hostilities and allow
deliveries of aid, the Brit-
ish foreign ministry said.

With London holding
the rotating presidency of
the council, British foreign
minister David Lammy is
due to chair a vote on a UK/
Sierra Leone-proposed
draft resolution, which also
calls for the protection of
civilians.

Firefighters work at the site where a residential area was hit by a Russian
missile strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Odesa, Ukraine.

Bangladesh to seek
extradition of ousted
Sheikh Hasina: govt

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Bangladesh
will seek the extradition
of ousted former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina
who was toppled in a
revolution in August and
fled to India, interim
leader Muhammad Yunus
said.

Dhaka has already is-
sued an arrest warrant for
77-year-old Hasina — last
seen arriving in
neighbouring India after flee-
ing by helicopter as crowds
stormed her palace.

Hasina has been sum-

moned to appear in court
in Dhaka on Monday to
face charges of “massacres,
killings, and crimes against
humanity”, but she remains
in exile in India.

Yunus said his admin-
istration was focused on
ensuring those guilty of
cracking down on the pro-
tests to oust Hasina faced
justice.

Several of her former
government ministers, who
were detained and held in
custody, are expected in
court to face similar
charges.

Record 80 million Americans
expected to travel for Thanksgiving
holiday, industry group says

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Americans
are expected to set a new
record for Thanksgiving
travel, with nearly 80 mil-
lion to hit the roads, catch
flights and board cruises
over the holiday period,
travel group AAA said on
Monday.

About 1.7 million
more people will travel this
year from Tuesday, Nov.
26 to Monday, Dec. 2,
compared to a similar pe-
riod in 2023.

Although staffing and
aircraft shortages have
capped the airline
industry’s ability to ramp
up capacity during the
holidays in previous
years, a record number of

Americans are expected to
fly to their destinations
this year.

American Airlines
plans to shuttle 8.3 mil-
lion passengers from Nov.
21 to Dec. 3, about
500,000 more customers
than last year. Delta Air
Lines said it is expecting a
record 6.5 million passen-
gers over a 12-day period,
a 5% year-over-year in-
crease.

Southwest Airlines
and American Airlines both
said their passenger vol-
umes will peak on Sunday,
Dec. 1, as more travelers
plan to return home imme-
diately following the holi-
day versus extending their
trips.

EU must put
pressure on
Israel over

Gaza war,

Borrell says

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: The European
Union’s top diplomat on
Monday confirmed he
would suggest to members
of the bloc that the EU
pauses its political dialogue
with Israel, citing the
country’s conduct of the
war in Gaza.

“Many people tried
to stop the war in Gaza...
this has not happened yet.
And I don’t see a hope for
this to happen. That’s why
we have to put pressure on
the Israeli government, and
also, obviously on the
Hamas side.”

Plastic waste

chokes Congo
dam, causing
widespread

power cuts

Monitoring Desk
BUKAVU: A tide of plas-
tic waste flowing into a
major hydroelectric dam in
eastern Congo is causing
regular power cuts in sev-
eral major cities, creating a
challenge that local authori-
ties are trying to solve.

The Ruzizi dam lo-
cated at the south end of
Lake Kivu, which borders
Rwanda, supplies the city
of Bukavu and others with
electricity and the power
outages are hurting local
businesses. The problem is
linked to the growing use of
plastics coupled with a lack
of waste collection.

Israeli strikes kill 20
Palestinians in Gaza, some in
attacks on tents, medics say

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Israeli military
strikes across the Gaza
Strip killed 20 Palestinians
on Monday, including six
people in attacks on tents
housing displaced families,
medics said.

Four people, two of
them children, were killed in
an Israeli airstrike on a tent
encampment in the coastal
area of Al-Mawasi, which is
designated as a humanitar-
ian zone, while two died in
temporary shelters in the
southern city of Rafah and
another in drone fire, Gaza
health officials said.

In the northern Gaza
town of Beit Lahiya, med-
ics said an Israeli missile
struck a house, killing at
least two people and
wounding several others. On
Sunday, medics and resi-
dents said dozens of people
were killed or wounded in

an [sraeli airstrike on a multi-
floor residential building in
the town. Another airstrike
on a house in Gaza City
killed seven people and
wounded 10, medics said.
Later on Monday, an Israeli
airstrike killed four people
in the Nuseirat camp in the
central area of the coastal en-
clave, they added.

The Israeli military,
which has been fighting Pal-
estinian militant group
Hamas in Gaza since Octo-
ber 2023 in a war that has
left Gaza in ruins, did not
immediately respond to a
Reuters request for comment
on Monday’s incidents.

On Sunday, the mili-
tary said it had conducted
strikes on “terrorist targets”
in Beit Lahiya. Israel ac-
cuses Hamas and allied mili-
tants of operating within
residential areas including
hospitals for cover.

UK PM Starmer seeks
‘pragmatic’ Chinese ties
in meeting with Xi

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
called on Chinese President
Xi Jinping to establish
“consistent, durable” rela-
tions between their two
nations on Monday, press-
ing on with efforts to thaw
ties between London and
Beijing at a G20 summit.

The meeting in Brazil
was the first between the
countries’ two leaders since
2018, and Starmer struck an
upbeat tone, saying he would
like to engage with Beijing on
areas such as trade, the
economy and climate, and
have broader engagement on
science, technology, health
and education.

The British leader also
said he would start plans
to have a “full bilateral”
with Xi in either Beijing or
London and hoped his fi-
nance minister Rachel
Reeves could meet Vice Pre-
mier He Lifeng before the
restart of the UK-China
Economic and Financial
Dialogue early next year.

“We want our rela-
tions to be consistent, du-
rable, respectful as we have

agreed, avoid surprises
where possible, and
strengthened dialogue
should provide stronger
understanding,” Starmer
told Xi at the start of their
meeting.

“The UK will be a pre-
dictable consistent sover-
eign actor committed to the
rule of law and multilateral
system,” he said, adding he
appreciated Xi’s candour in
a call in August and would
match him in tone when rais-
ing differences between the
two. Xitold Starmer the two
countries enjoy a vast space
for cooperation, the official
Xinhua News Agency re-
ported. The meeting’s coop-
erative tone was in stark
contrast to ties under the
former Conservative gov-
ernment, which took a ro-
bust approach to differences
with China, particularly over
human rights, Hong Kong
and allegations of Chinese
espionage.

Relations between
London and Beijing deterio-
rated as Britain grew con-
cerned that an open door to
Chinese investment could
pose national security risks.

Philippines, United
States sign military
intelligence-sharing deal

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The Philippines
and the United States
signed a military intelli-
gence-sharing deal on Mon-
day, deepening defence ties
between the two nations
facing common security
challenges in the region.

US Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin signed the
agreement with his Philip-
pine counterpart, Gilberto
Teodoro, at Manila’s mili-
tary headquarters where
they also broke ground for
a coordination center that
will facilitate collaboration
between their armed forces.

Called the General Se-
curity of Military Informa-
tion  Agreement  or
GSOMIA, the pact allows
both countries to share clas-
sified military information
securely. “Not only will
this allow the Philippines
access to higher capabilities

and big-ticket items from
the United States, it will
also open opportunities to
pursue similar agreements
with like-minded nations,”
said Philippines’ defence
ministry spokesperson
Arsenio Andolong.

Security engagements
between the United States
and the Philippines have
deepened under President
Joe Biden and his Philippine
counterpart Ferdinand
Marcos Jr, with both lead-
ers keen to counter what
they see as China’s aggres-
sive policies in the South
China Sea and near Taiwan.
China’s foreign ministry said
on Monday any kind of
military agreement or secu-
rity cooperation “must not
be directed against or harm
the interests of a third party,
and they must not under-
mine regional peace or exac-
erbate tensions.

Shrouded in smog, Delhi
pollution reading is the
highest this year

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: A thick blan-
ket of toxic smog engulfed
most parts of northern In-
dia on Monday and read-
ings of air quality in the
capital New Delhi hit their
highest this year after dense
fog overnight.

The smog, a toxic
blend of smoke and fog,
happens each year in win-
ter as cold air traps dust,
emissions, and smoke from
illegal farm fires in some
surrounding states.

Visibility dropped to
100 m (109 yards) in Delhi
and Chandigarh, a city
northwest of the capital,
but authorities said flights
and trains continued to op-
erate with some delays.

India’s pollution con-
trol authority said the na-
tional capital territory’s 24-
hour air quality index (AQI)
reading was at 484, classi-
fied as “severe plus”, the
highest this year.

According to Swiss
group IQAir’s live rankings,
New Delhi was the most
polluted city in the world
with the air quality at a
“hazardous” 1,081 and the
concentration of PM2.5 —
particulate matter measur-
ing 2.5 microns or less in
diameter that can be carried

into lungs, causing deadly
diseases and cardiac issues
— was 130.9 times the
World Health
Organisation’s recom-
mended levels.

Experts say the scores
vary because of a difference
in the scale countries adopt
to convert pollutant con-
centrations into AQI, and
so the same quantity of a
specific pollutant may be
translated as different AQI
scores in different coun-
tries.

Delhi authorities di-
rected all schools to move
classes online and tightened
restrictions on construction
activities and vehicle move-
ments, citing unfavourable
meteorological conditions
and low wind speed.

Farm fires — where
stubble left after harvesting
rice is burnt to clear fields
— have contributed as much
as 40 per cent of the pollu-
tion in Delhi, SAFAR, a
weather forecasting agency
under the ministry of earth
sciences has said. Satellites
detected 1,334 such events
in six states on Sunday, the
most in the last four days,
according to India’s Consor-
tium for Research on
Agroecosystem Monitoring
and Modeling from Space.
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Romina urges nations to prioritize
investment in greening education
to boost climate action

BAKU (APP): Coordinator
to Prime Minister on Cli-
mate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam emphasised
that transforming educa-
tional systems to empower
students and inspire com-
munities to take meaning-
ful actions for a greener and
more sustainable world is
crucial for building climate-
resilient societies.
“Education is the cor-
nerstone of sustainable de-
velopment and climate ac-
tion for resilient and envi-
ronmentally-sustainable
society,” said the PM’s cli-
mate aide while addressing
as a keynote speaker here
on Monday at a high-level
event ‘Acting on Commit-
ments — Ministerial Discus-
sion on Green Education
and Planning for the Fu-
ture’, organsied by Islamic
World Educational, Scien-

tific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (ICESCO) in collabo-
ration with Cambridge Uni-
versity on the sidelines of
COP29 global Climate
Summit.

“By greening our edu-
cation systems, we are
equipping the next genera-
tion with the knowledge,
skills, and values needed to
address climate change and
build a resilient future”, she
said.

She said that as a na-
tion highly vulnerable to
climate change, Pakistan
recognises the transforma-
tive power of education in
addressing climate chal-
lenges. Our commitment to
greening education stems
from the belief that equip-
ping our youth with climate
knowledge is fundamental
to achieving long-term re-
silience and sustainability.

Highlighting
Pakistan’s efforts regarding
mainstreaming climate edu-
cation into the national edu-
cation system, the PM’s
climate aide Romina
Khurshid Alsm said, that
significant progress has
been made by the present
government by integrating
climate education into na-
tional national curricula.

“From primary to
university levels, we have
developed educational
modules tailored to build
climate awareness. These
modules emphasize the sci-
ence of climate change, its
impacts, and actionable so-
lutions, ensuring that stu-
dents grow up with a sense
of responsibility toward the
environment. These efforts
also extend to training teach-
ers as key change agents in
this mission”, she noted.
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MPA Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch meeting with Gover-
nor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

Sanjrani urges regulation,
not ban on border trade

Independent Report
QUETTA: Former Senate
Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani
has emphasized the impor-
tance of border trade, warn-
ing that its closure would
exacerbate economic hard-
ship and poverty, particu-
larly in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Sanjrani stressed that bor-
der trade is the sole source
of livelihood for people re-
siding along the borders in
these provinces.

He advocated for in-
troducing a modern regula-
tory system instead of ban-
ning border trade, citing the
devastating impact of re-

strictions on daily trade,
which would push millions
of people below the pov-
erty line.! Sanjrani cau-
tioned that such measures
would lead to widespread
economic despair and des-
peration in Balochistan.
Moreover, he expressed
concerns that restricting
people’s livelihoods would
fuel anti-state elements, fur-
ther destabilizing the
economy already burdened
by unemployment and
poverty. Sanjrani’s stance
echoes the World Bank’s
findings that trade has been
a powerful driver of eco-
nomic development.

NP condemns Coast
Guards’ violence against
unarmed citizens in Gwadar

Independent Report
GAWADAR: The National
Party’s district spokesper-
son in Gwadar has strongly
denounced the Coast
Guards’ violence against
unarmed citizens in Jiwani,
Chatti, Ganj, and Pawan.
The spokesperson termed
the actions of law enforce-
ment agencies as “thought-
less” and emphasized that
shutting down employment
opportunities while also
denying people their right
to livelihood is unaccept-
able. The border trade sup-
ports the livelihoods of mil-
lions, and its closure will
only exacerbate feelings of
TRnnnin

QUETTA: Senator Manzoor Kakar meeting with
Chief Executive Officer QESCO Engr. Shafqat Ali.

deprivation. Criticizing the
Coast Guards for using vio-
lence against civilians, in-
cluding women, the spokes-
person stressed that this
behavior is condemnable.
The National Party
expressed deep concern
over the situation and de-
manded that action be taken
against those responsible
for the violence. They also
called for the simplification
of border trade to prevent
further economic hardship.
The incident high-
lights the need for law en-
forcement agencies to pro-
tect citizens rather than in-
fringe upon their rights.

Tribal leader
Killed in
Khuzdar

Independent Report
KHUZDAR: Unknown
gunmen opened fire on
Ferrozabad Road in
Khuzdar at 10 am, killing
Khair Muhammad
Mardouei, a prominent
tribal figure and leader of the
Balochistan ~ National
Party.! The perpetrators es-
caped the scene unhin-
dered.

DSP Muhammad Jan
Sasoli and his team
promptly arrived at the
scene, collected evidence,
and shifted the body to
Teaching Hospital for fur-
ther proceedings. The au-
thorities have yet to appre-
hend the culprits.

The incident has sent
shockwaves through the
community, and an investi-
gation is underway to de-
termine the motive behind
the killing.

Rana Sana says:
Use of VPN

not un-Islamic

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Rana Sana Ullah special as-
sistant to Prime Minister
(PM) for political affairs
has said use of VPN is not
un-islamic and there will be
no sin or punishment on it.

“therefore, us it fear-
lessly, he said this while
reacting to the decision of
Council of Islamic Ideology
(CI) for declaring use of
VPN un-islamic during his
talks in a private TV chan-
nel.

He held “ to my per-
sonal opinion this matter
does not relate to CIL

“ 1 think Raghib
Naeemi has given inappro-
priate opinion. He has sup-
ported government but his
support otherwise has
proved criticism against
government. He should
have made consultation be-
fore giving this opinion.

I think VPN has noth-
ing to do with shariah, he
remarked.

Gwadar hosts awareness
program on climate change
and groundwater issues

Independent Report
GWADAR: An awareness
program on climate change
and groundwater issues
was held in Gwadar, orga-
nized jointly by the district
administration and civil so-
ciety. Deputy Director of
Irrigation, Pazer Ahmed
Baloch, delivered a detailed
briefing, highlighting the
severe impact of 2024’s
heavy rainfall on Gwadar’s
old settlement, particularly
Thana Ward. Many fami-

lies were forced to relocate,
and some still haven’t re-
turned to their homes.

Experts emphasized
that climate change has dis-
rupted the rainfall system,
with Gwadar receiving 180
mm of rainfall in 2024, sig-
nificantly above average.
The excessive use of
groundwater and boring has
led to seawater entering un-
derground reservoirs, caus-
ing land degradation and the
loss of ancient trees.

Suspected human
trafficker in
Libya boat
accident case

arrested

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has arrested
a key suspect in a human
trafficking case linked to a
tragic boat accident in
Libya, on Monday.

According to FIA
spokesperson, this action
came on the orders of Fed-
eral Minister for Interior
Mohsin Raza Naqvi.

Yasir Mehmood, a
suspect listed in the Red
Book’s most wanted list
was apprehended during a
major operation by the
FIA’s Gujranwala zone.

He faces multiple
charges with over five cases
filed against him in 2023 by
the Composite Circle
Gujarat.

Yasir is accused of de-
frauding victims by collect-
ing Rs 24 lakh each to fa-
cilitate their illegal journey
to Europe.

Meeting held about DC Office
security, local, issuance of
arms license in Quetta

QUETTA (APP): Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) General
Quetta Muhammad Anwar
Kakar on Moday chaired a
meeting regarding DC office
security, local/domicile and
issuance of computerized
arms license.

The meeting was at-
tended by Officers of As-
sistant ~Commissioner
(City), Assistant Commis-
sioner (Sadar), Registrar,
Sub-Registrar, Arms Li-

cense Branch, General
Branch and Admin Branch
and Local Domicile Branch.
In the meeting, there
was a detailed discussion
regarding security issues
including ban on private
officials in the DC office
and issuance of priority
basis to local domicile in the
domicile branch.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (General)
Muhammad Anwar Kakar
said that the DC office

should immediately ban
private people from work-
ing in the branch, and
added the officers would
visit branches on daily ba-
sis.

Similarly, discussing
security in the DC office,
he said that security should
be tightened at all entry and
exit points of the office say-
ing that private people
have also been banned from
the Registrar and Sub-Reg-
istrar offices.

BAKU: PM’s Coordinator on Climate Change Romina Khurshid Alam photo-
graphed along with panel speakers at a high-level event ‘A cting on Commit-
ments - Ministerial Discussion on Green Education and Planning for the
Future’, organsied by Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (ICESCO) in collaboration with Cambridge University.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz has said
that Pakistan would con-
tinue its unwavering coop-
eration and support to
Syria in education, trade,
tourism, especially reli-
gious tourism.

During a meeting with
the Ambassador of Syrian
Republic in Pakistan Dr.
Ramez Alraee, he said that
Pakistan and Syria enjoy
historic and brotherly rela-
tions, both countries are
tied in the bond of shared
religion, fraternity, history
and culture.

The matters pertain-
ing to bilateral relations and
important regional and in-
ternational issues were dis-

cussed in the meeting.

The Speaker stressed
the need for unity among
the Muslim countries to
cope with the challenges
confronting to Muslim
ummah. He said that the
peace in the Middle East is
linked with peace in Pales-
tine. He noted that Pakistan
fully supports the sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity of Syria and a desire
durable peace in Syria.

Ayaz Sadiq empha-
sized the importance of
Pak-Syria Parliamentary
Friendship Group (PFG)
and highlighted the role of
PFG in the National As-
sembly as a significant plat-
form for fostering mutual
understanding and collabo-

Ayaz Sadiq says
Pakistan to continue
unwavering cooperation to
Syria in education, trade

ration. He lauded the com-
mencement of commercial
flight operations of Syrian
Airlines between Dam-
ascus and Lahore.

The Speaker was con-
fident that flight operations
of Syrian Airlines would
promote people-to-people
contact, trade and tourism
between both brotherly na-
tions. He also appreciated
the hospitality extended by
Syria to Pakistani Zaireen
visiting Syria for Zyaraat of
Shrines. The envoy said
that Syria values its historic
relations with Pakistan and
the Syrian Government
wants to further strengthen
the existing ties through
enhanced cooperation in
diverse fields.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Commodore Asim Sohail
Malik of Pakistan Navy,
Commander Combined
Task Force (CTF- 150),
held a virtual key leadership
engagement with Rear Ad-
miral Buddhika
Liyanagamage, Director
General Operations of Sri
Lanka Navy.

The meeting focused
on reinforcing objectives of
Combined Maritime Forces
and exploring avenues of
cooperation with Sri Lanka

Commander CTF-150 holds key
leadership engagement with
DG Operations Sir Lankan Navy

laborative approach to
combat threats posed by
non-state Actors.
Potential participa-
tion of Sri Lanka Navy as-
sets in CTF-150 was also
agreed by both sides as
CMF collaboration with
littoral states is vital to dis-
rupt narcotics trafficking
and other illicit activities in
North Arabian Sea.
Commander CTF 150
also highlighted Pakistan
Navy’s commitment to
maritime peace and stabil-

150 mission to counter il-
licit maritime activities at
sea, said a news release is-
sued by Directorate Gen-
eral Public Relations (Paki-
stan Navy).

During the meeting,
Commodore Asim Sohail
Malik apprised the Admi-
ral on the operational activi-
ties of 13th PN led CTF-
150 mission and under-
scored importance of col-

L ASE et
Navy in support of CTF-

ated support for upcoming
command of CTF-154 by
Sri Lanka Navy team.

During the meeting
senior national representa-
tives from Pakistan and Sri
Lanka at CMF and key of-
ficials from Sri Lanka Navy
were also in attendance,
further underscoring the
strong bilateral commit-
ment to regional maritime
security.

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Wildlife De-
partment has demolished
the Peregrine Falcon hunt-
ing pits in a major opera-
tion to prevent illegal
hunting in the Taloband
Plains area of Gwadar and
Ormara.

This action was taken
under the direction of As-
sistant Conservator
Zahiduddin and Sub Divi-
sional Officer Asmat Ali
Dogarzai.

The team of the De-
partment of Wildlife and
Ormara, led by Deputy
Ranger (DR) Wildlife
Sanaullah Baloch, con-
ducted a detailed review of
the area and destroyed sev-
eral pits built by hunters.

Sanaullah said that
these pits were being used
for illegal hunting of rare
birds.

Wildlife Dept demolishes
Peregrine Falcon hunting
pits in Gwadar, Ormara

He said, “Hunters
stay in these pits for sev-
eral months and set traps
to catch the mariner, which
is not only dangerous for
this rare species of bird but
also damages the ecological
balance.”

Wildlife department
game watcher Shahnawaz
and Khaliq Dad were also
involved in this operation,
who monitored the area
with the team and helped
identify pits.

The DR said, “The
Wildlife Department has
vowed to continue to take
strict action against poach-
ing to protect rare and en-
dangered species.”

“This action has been
hailed by environmental
protection experts and lo-
cal people as an important
step towards conservation
of wildlife,” he added.
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QUETTA: Chief

of Pashtoon Tribe, Nawab Ayaz
Khan Jogezai addresses during the protest dem-
onstration against abduction of young boy, at Pro-
vincial Assembly Chowk in Quetta.

PTA decides
to give 2 weeks
time for un-
registered VPN

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) has
decided to give two weeks
time for registration of non
registered VPN.
According to sources
this decision has been taken
in review meeting of PTA
following the issuance of
directives from interior min-
istry for closure of non reg-
istered VPN. Sources said
it was decided in the meet-
ing to give time till Novem-
ber 30 for registration of
non registered VPN. Later
the crackdown will be
launched against non regis-
tered VPN from December
01. One trial has been com-
pleted successfully with
reference to closure of
VPN. Second trial will be
conducted in coming days
in this regard. PTA said time
is being given to non regis-
tered VPN holders for reg-
istration ahead of closure.
PTA said non registered
VPN are security risk. Access
can be sought to sensitive data
and objectionable material
through non registered VPN.

Malik says
PTIencouraging

violence under

guise of protest

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Minister for
Petroleum, Dr. Musadik
Malik, on Monday accused
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) of inciting vio-
lence under the pretext of a
protest call.

Talking to a private
news channel, he empha-
sized that while the democ-
racy allow peaceful pro-
tests, PTI’s actions appear
to challenge the writ of the
state deliberately.

The purpose of these
protests is to execute a con-
spiracy designed to push
the country back into tur-
moil, he said adding that the
government would not tol-
erate any attempt to desta-
bilize the country.

The government has
been working tirelessly to
stabilize the country amid
significant challenges, while
PTI continues its efforts to
derail this progress.

He said that any at-
tempt to create unrest
would be met with strict
action, ensuring the protec-
tion of citizens and the
state’s stability.

Police arrest
bike lifters

HUB (APP): The Athol
police on Monday arrested
two motorbike lifers in an
operation.

On the direction of
SSP, Lasbela, the police ar-
rested the bike lifters
namely Ilahi Baksh and
Imam Baksh and recovered
a motorcycle from their
custody, the police spokes-
man said.

The police registered
case against the accused and
started investigation, he
added

DPM Dar chairs Sth
session of Exploration
& Production Committee

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Monday chaired the fifth
Session of the Exploration
& Production Committee
constituted by the Prime
Minister to develop a com-
prehensive action plan for
addressing the challenges
faced by the Exploration
and Production (E&P) sec-
tor in Pakistan.

Building on the dis-
cussions from previous
sessions, several key deci-
sions were made to improve
the sector’s outlook.

The committee
reached an in-principle
agreement to submit a long-
awaited framework to the
Executive Committee of
the National Economic

Council (ECNEC) for the
sale of 35% of the
unallocated gas volumes to
third-party buyers. The
framework includes a 100
million standard cubic feet
per day (mmscfd) cap for
the first year, with annual
reviews thereafter.

In another significant
move, the committee de-
cided to initiate a bidding
round for available onshore
exploration blocks by De-
cember 2024. The deadline
for bid submissions is set
for March 15, 2025. In par-
allel, a separate bidding pro-
cess will be launched for off-
shore exploration blocks,
with a six-month period al-
lowed for potential bidders
to evaluate the offered
blocks and make their bids
by 30th of June 2024.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti meeting with Haji Noorullah
Badini father of Shaheed Lt. Safiullah Badini.

Dr. Rubaba nominated
for Cadet Colleges
Board of Governors

Independent Report
QUETTA: Advisor for the
Women Development De-
partment, Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi, along with MPA
Ghulam Dastagir Badini,
has been nominated to rep-
resent the parliamentary
side in the Board of Gover-
nors for Balochistan’s ca-
det colleges. According to
the correspondence from
the Balochistan Provincial
Assembly, the Speaker has
forwarded the nominations
to the Secretary of the
Higher Education Commis-
sion.

Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi is currently serving
as the Advisor to the Chief
Minister of Balochistan for
Women Development. She
has previously excelled as
the Parliamentary Secretary
for Health, where her ex-

ceptional management of
COVID-19 earned her a
performance excellence
award. As Parliamentary
Secretary for Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs, she con-
solidated 210 years of leg-
islative drafts into a single
publication, earning a Cer-
tificate of Merit from the
former Chief Minister of
Balochistan.

Additionally, as the
Parliamentary Secretary for
Science and Information
Technology, she played a
significant role in establish-
ing the IT Secretariat, a Fo-
rensic Lab, and activating IT
offices at the district level.
Recognizing her contribu-
tions, the current Chief Min-
ister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has
nominated her for a presti-
gious civil award, which she
will receive next year.

Female abducted on way
to Quetta from Chaman
recovered by Levies, QRF

Independent Report
QUETTA: A female, who
was abducted while she
was on her way to
Quetta from Chaman
was recovered by the
Levies and its Quick Re-
sponse Force (QRF) in a
quick action.

The Levies QRF re-
covered the abducted fe-
male within two hours of
her abduction and arrested
the kidnappers, on special
orders issued by the
Deputy Commissioner
Chaman, Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai.

It may be mentioned
here that Deputy Commis-

sioner Chaman had mobi-
lized to recover the female,
who was on her way on a
vehicle to Quetta from
Chaman, soon after he got
the information in this re-
gard.

He had ordered to con-
duct comprehensive search
for recovery of the ab-
ducted female at all the
check posts and other
places.

As a result of which,
the QRF recovered the ab-
ducted female and arrested
two accused in the case,
taking speedy action on di-
rectives of the Deputy
Commissioner, Chaman.
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QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar inaugurating provision of elec-
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tricity project in Christian Colony, Nawan Killi.

Govt. to introduce strict
Umrah policy to curb
begging in Saudi Arabia

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistani government is
tightening its grip on beg-
ging in Saudi Arabia by in-
troducing a stringent
Umrah policy. As per de-
tails, the move aims to curb
the begging mafia that has
been tarnishing Pakistan’s
image in the holy land.

The Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs has decided to
take drastic measures
against beggars, including
obtaining an affidavit from
pilgrims before departing
for Umrah, promising not
to beg. Those who violate
this affidavit will face strict
legal action.

To further prevent
begging, Umrah pilgrims
will only be allowed to
travel in groups, not indi-
vidually. This measure en-
sures that pilgrims are ac-
countable for their actions

and are less likely to engage
in begging.

Tour operators will
also be required to obtain
affidavits from pilgrims,
making them complicit in
preventing begging.

Sources revealed that
the government is serious
about addressing this issue,
as begging has harmed
Pakistan’s relationship
with Saudi Arabia.

Earlier, the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
conducted operations dur-
ing various areas of Multan
and arrested four travel
agents involved in sending
citizens to Saudi Arabia for
begging.

According to an FIA
spokesperson, the arrested
agents, identified as Sadiq
Hussain, Mohammad Ejaz,
Ghulam, and Ghulam
Yaseen.
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