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BAKU: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing the High-
Level Climate Finance Roundtable hosted by Pakistan at COP-29 Climate
Action Summit in Baku.

BAKU: Secretary General United Nations Antonio
Guterres and President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev
received Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif upon his arrival at the inaugural session of
COP-29 Climate Action Summit in Baku.

QUETTA: A delegation led by Chief Information Commissioner Pakistan
Information Commission Shoaib Ahmed Siddiqui meeting with Governor
Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

ISLAMABAD: Major General Mohammad Gadih
Inspector Royal Moroccan Air Forces meeting with
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf at
Naval Headquarters.QUETTA: A delegation of the Peoples Lawyers Forcum (PLF) meeting with

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti at the CM’s Secretariat.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over
a meeting regarding provision of water to Gwadar and other cities.

QUETTA: DG NADRA Muhammad Kashif Iqbal
meeting with Chairman Public Accounts Commit-
tee MPA Asghar Ali Tareen.

Pakistan for redefining climate
finance to enable developing

countries meet NDC goals: PM
Shehbaz calls for $6.8 trillion in climate funding for developing
nations; Highlights Pakistan’s recent experience with devastating

floods, which have left country struggling to rebuild

PM interacts with world leaders
at COP29 summit; bilateral ties,

climate change discussed

CM Balochistan says

Difficulties in distinguishing
between friends and enemies
are increasing in Balochistan
Bugti rejects both the notion of military opera-

tions in the province and the possibility of
negotiations with the banned Baloch Liberation

Army (BLA). Emphasizes that military opera-
tions are not underway in any Balochistan

region. Instead, paramilitary forces conduct
intelligence-based operations as needed

Lawyers, all other segments ought to play role to end terrorism:

War against terrorism is not of Army
or security forces only, rather it is

war of every individual, insists CM
Mir Sarfraz Bugti says we are determined to uproot terrorism; emphasizes
elimination of terrorism necessary for safe future of coming generations

Three passengers killed, 27
injured in Mastung road accident

Governor Balochistan stresses
need for stronger ties between
party leadership and workers

Finance minister briefs IMF
team on economic headway

17 die as
passenger van
plunges into

river in Astore
ASTORE (INP): At least
17 people were killed after
a passenger van fell into a
river in Astore district of
Gilgit-Baltistan.

According to rescue
sources, the passenger van,
filled with wedding guests
travelling from Astore to
Rawalpindi, lost control
and plunged into the river.
Seventeen people have
been confirmed dead, while
the search for the remain-
ing passengers is ongoing.

Police and rescue teams
reached the site and started
the operation.

“So far, 17 bodies have
been recovered, and one girl
has been injured. The search
continues for the remaining
missing persons,” said the
rescue sources.

Three killed
in Kalat

firing incident
KALAT (APP): Three per-
sons were killed in a firing
incident that occurred near
Narmek area of Kalat,
Balochistan, tv channels
quoting local administration
reported on Tuesday.

According to details,
unknown assailants opened
fire and killed three real
brothers on the spot.

Police after receiving re-
ports rushed to the site for
shifting the bodies to nearby
hospital. Police also started
search operation to trace
the culprits behind this kill-
ing incident. However, no
success was made so far till
the filling of this report.

India should visit
Pakistan for Champions
Trophy: Nawaz Sharif

BAKU (APP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday urged the world
community for redefining
the global climate finance to
enable climate vulnerable
developing countries to
meet their NDC goals, half
of which may take around
US$6.8 trillion by 2030.

The prime minister,
addressing the high level cli-
mate finance roundtable on
the sidelines of COP29 - in-
ternational climate negotia-
tions’ multilateral forum
held under the patronage of
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) -
, emphasized the urgent
need to build momentum for
reforming international fi-
nancial architecture, “forg-

ing a path where no nation
is left behind in the global
response to climate
change.”

PM Shehbaz while
elaborating the purpose of
the roundtable briefed the
participants that it was in-
tended to foster new think-
ing on an old problem that
was becoming complicated
on all the international cli-
mate forums without yield-
ing substantial results.

“We stand at a crucial
threshold where global cli-
mate finance framework
must be redefined to effec-
tively meet the needs of
vulnerable nations. Despite
years of promises and re-
peated commitments, the
gaps are growing in quan-
tum leaps leading to egre-

gious barriers in achieving
objectives of UNFCCC. We
all agree that financing re-
silience as well as ambition
is the most urgent need of
the hour,” the prime minis-
ter said.

He said that the devel-
oping countries needed to
deliver to their masses on
nationally-determined con-
tributions (NDCs) that was
why it was imperative to
spur both ideas and dis-
course to make interna-
tional climate finance more
responsive, equitable and
sufficient enough to address
solutions at various scale
enhancing effectiveness of
climate finance.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz underscored that

Continued on page 2

QUETTA: Governor of
Balochistan, Jafar Khan
Mandokhail, emphasized
the necessity of strength-
ening connections between
party leadership and work-
ers, asserting that they stand
at the forefront of shaping
the nation’s future. Speak-
ing at the Governor House
in Quetta on Tuesday,
where he addressed Paki-
stan Muslim League-N’s
divisional and district lead-
ers and workers,
Mandokhail highlighted the
power of collective action
over individual interests,
urging a renewed commit-
ment to their shared mis-
sion.

Mandokhail was joined
by several prominent fig-
ures, including PML-N
Provincial General Secre-
tary Jamal Shah Kakar,
Ministers Saleem Ahmed
Khosa, Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani, Haji Mir
Barkat Ali Rind, Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani, Mir
Asim Kurd Gello, MNA
Akhtar Bibi, and MPA
Zarak Khan Mandokhail,
alongside district and divi-

sional presidents, workers,
lawyers, and a large num-
ber of women.

He acknowledged that
political workers often face
challenges and grievances,
emphasizing that these
should be voiced to elected
representatives in a con-
structive manner. “Despite
minor differences, we can
find common ground. We
must inspire the public
through vision, courage, and
selflessness,” said
Mandokhail.

The gathering of parlia-
mentarians, divisional and
district leaders, and work-
ers, he noted, is a milestone
achievement and momen-
tum that should continue to
grow. Mandokhail stressed
that unity is essential in
overcoming the challenges
facing the nation, and as
leaders of PML-N, they
must serve with honesty,
public spirit, and political
insight. He urged for poli-
cies that drive develop-
ment in disadvantaged
dis t r ic t s  and  provide
equal opportunities and fa-
cilities for all.

LONDON (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz
Sharif said Indian team
should visit Pakistan to
participate in the upcom-
ing Champions Trophy
2025.

The former prime min-
ister was talking to media
outside his residence in
London along with his
daughter Maryam Nawaz,
Punjab Chief Minister.

He stressed on ami-
cable relations with all the
neighbouring countries.

The statement comes
as India has officially in-
formed the International
Cricket Council (ICC) that
its team will not travel to
Pakistan to participate in
tournament, which is sched-

uled to be played at three
venues in Pakistan from
February to March 9.

Nawaz Sharif further
said Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is taking
good steps for the recov-
ery of the national
economy, adding that infla-
tion in Pakistan is continu-
ously decreasing.

He lamented that a po-
litical party had introduced
the culture of misbehavior,
adding that protests should
also be held in a proper
manner. They have incited
the youth to a level that they
run after cars and shout vulgar
slogans, he stated this while
slamming the recent inci-
dent encountered by former
chief justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Three passen-
gers lost lives while 27
others injured as a passen-
ger coach overturned near
Lak pass in Mastung area
on Tuesday morning.

The reports reaching
here suggested that the
passenger coach was on
its way to Karachi from
Quetta carrying over 40
passengers when it over-
turned on a sharp tune ap-
parently due to over
speeding near Lak pass
area.

The area levies, ad-
ministration and rescue
teams rushed towards the
spot of accident and

started rescue operation
there. The bodies of de-
ceased and injured persons
were retrieved from the
bus after cutting its roof.

The bodies of de-
ceased and injured passen-
gers were removed to the
hospitals in Mastung and
Quetta. Condition of at
least four injured is stated
to be precarious, as per the
sources of hospitals.

However, necessary
treatment of the injured
passengers is being done
at the Sheikh Zayed Hos-
pital and Trauma Center
of Sandeman Provincial
Headquarter  Hospital,
Quetta.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) delegation
Tuesday visited Pakistan’s
Ministry of Finance in
Islamabad and received a
briefing on the country’s
economic performance dur-
ing the first quarter of the
current fiscal year.

It reported in media
that Finance Minister and
Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
warmly welcomed the IMF
delegation led by Mission
Chief Nathan Porter upon

their arrival at the ministry.
During the meeting,

Minister of State for Fi-
nance Ali Pervaiz Malik, the
Governor of the State Bank,
the Chairman of the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR), and other senior fi-
nance ministry officials
were also in attendance.

The Finance Minister
briefed the IMF delegation
on Pakistan’s current eco-
nomic situation and high-
l igh ted  key develop-
ments from the first fiscal
quarter.

Inspector
Moroccan

Air Force calls
on Naval Chief
ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
spector of the Royal Mo-
roccan Air Force, Major
General Mohammed
Gadih, called on the Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf on Tuesday
at Naval Headquarters.

During the meeting;
professional matters of
mutual interest including
bilateral collaboration and
regional maritime security,
were discussed, said a news
release issued by Director-
ate General Public Rela-
tions (Navy).

The Naval Chief ex-
pressed that Pakistan and
Morocco enjoy cordial re-
lations underpinned by
mutual respect, growing
economic ties, and coopera-
tion at multilateral forums.
Various avenues, including
bilateral training and ex-
change of visits were also
highlighted.

QUETTA (Online): Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti re-
jected both the notion of
military operations in the
province and the possibil-
ity of negotiations with the
banned Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA).

In a recent interview
with a foreign news agency,
he noted that difficulties in
distinguishing between
friends and enemies are in-
creasing in Balochistan,
where security forces cur-
rently operate within a
“grey area.”

Highlighting the recent
surge in militant activity,
Bugti pointed out that BLA
has targeted Pakistani
forces with increased fre-
quency over recent months.

A suicide attack at Quetta
railway station this week
marked the latest incident,
with both security person-
nel and civilians among the
casualties. The BLA
claimed responsibility, la-
beling it a significant intel-
ligence victory. A three-day
mourning period has been
announced, but the tense
atmosphere is palpable
among Quetta’s residents,
who express concern over
the escalation of separatist
attacks and subsequent
state countermeasures.

The Chief Minister as-
sured that investigations
into the Quetta attack are
ongoing, with efforts under-
way to apprehend those

Continued on page 2

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has categori-
cally stated that the war
against terrorism is not of
the Army and security
forces only, rather it is war
of every individual. He said
that all segments of the so-
ciety including lawyers
would have to play their
role to eliminate terrorism
in the province.

The Chief Minister
was speaking to a delega-
tion of the Peoples Lawyers
Forcum (PLF), who called
on him here at the CM’s
secretariat on Tuesday.

Also present in the
meeting were Provincial
Ministers Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani,
Bakht Muhammad Kakar
and Mir Ali Madad Jatak
and party leader, Syed

Iqbal Shah Advocate.
During the course of

meeting, overall political
and social situation of the
province were discussed.

Fateha was offered for
the departed souls of those
martyred in the suicide
blast at Railway Station
Quetta on Saturday last.

The participants also
prayed for speedy recov-
ery of the President Asif
Ali Zardari.

During the meeting, a
committee was formed for
making the Peoples Law-
yers Forum more active.
The Chief Minister would
spearhead the committee,
comprising Sadiq Umrani,
Ali Madad Jatak, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, Syed
Iqbal Shah and four senior
members of the Forum.

The provincial Presi-
dent of PLF would act as
the Secretary of commit-

tee.
Speaking to the office

bearers and members of
Peoples Lawyers Forum,
the Chief Minister
stressed that all segments
of the society including
lawyers have to play their
role for elimination of ter-
rorism in the province.

He said that we are de-
termined to uproot the ter-
rorism, adding that elimi-
nation of terrorism is nec-
essary for safe future of
coming generations.

Besides, the Chief
Minister also said that we
also determined to estab-
lish good governance in the
province. He on the occa-
sion hailed the initiative of
the Pakistan Peoples’
Party and coalition parties
regarding formation of
constitutional benches and
described it as a historic
one.

BAKU (APP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday interacted with
the global leaders as they
gathered here to participate
in the opening plenary
“World Leaders’ Climate
Action Summit” of the 29th
Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (COP29).

President of Azerbaijan
Ilham Aliyev and United
Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres warmly
received the prime minister
as he arrived at the summit
venue, according to a PM
Office press release.

As the participating
leaders gathered for a fam-
ily photo, Prime Minister
Shehbaz held an informal in-
teraction with them and ex-
changed pleasantries be-
sides discussing matters of
mutual interest.

He interacted with
UAE President Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan and discussed mat-
ters of mutual interest in-
cluding bilateral cooperation

in the climate change field.
During interaction with

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and Turk-
ish First Lady Emine
Erdogan, the two sides dis-
cussed ways to cooperate
in highlighting the issues of
climate change and environ-
mental pollution at the in-
ternational level.

In their informal inter-
action, PM Shehbaz and
UK Prime Minister Sir Keir
Starmer exchanged views on
the promotion of Pak-UK
relationship.

He also met Uzbek
President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev and Tajikistan
President  Emomal i
Rahmon and discussed
protection of glaciers and
water resources in Pakistan
and Central Asia as well as
the strengthening connec-
tivity with both the coun-
tries.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz also interacted
with President of Nepal
Ram Chandra Poudel and
Chief Advisor of
Bangladesh

Another injured
of Quetta suicide
blast dies; death

toll increases to 28
Independent Report

QUETTA: Another per-
son injured in the sui-
cide bomb blast at Rail-
way Station on Saturday
last succumbed to serous
wounds here on Tues-
day.

The sources of
Sandeman Provincial
Headquarter Hospital
informed that the in-
jured person namely
Muhammad Saleem was
admitted in Trauma
Center. While he was
being treated four se-
rous injuries  caused
due to the bomb blast
at Railway Station, he
couldn’t survive and
died on Tuesday morn-
ing.

With his death, the
toll of death in the Rail-
way Station terrorism
incident has increased to
28. It may be mentioned
here that in all 27 per-
sons were killed and 62
others injured in the
blast.

An official mourn-
ing was already de-
clared on the terrorism
incident.

SC decides to give priority
to oldest constitutional cases

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court of
Pakistan’s judges committee
on Tuesday decided that pri-
ority shall be accorded to the
oldest constitutional cases to
clear the backlog.

A meeting of the com-
mittee constituted under Ar-
ticle 191A (4) of the consti-
tution was convened at Su-
preme Court, Islamabad under
the chairmanship of the Mr.
Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan
(Head of Constitutional
Bench) to discuss matters
related to the constitution of
the constitutional bench.

The meeting was at-
tended by Mr. Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail and Mr.

Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar (attended telephoni-
cally from Karachi).

During the meeting, the
Registrar’s Office apprised
the committee of the pend-
ing cases that fall within the
jurisdiction of the constitu-
tional bench. After thorough
consideration, the committee
resolved that priority shall be
accorded to the oldest cases.

In view of the unavail-
ability of the Mrs. Justice
Ayesha A. Malik on No-
vember 14 and 15, 2024, it
was resolved that a bench
comprising all available
judges shall be constituted
to proceed with cases on
these dates.
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BAKU: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Family Photo at the inaugural Session COP-29 Climate Action Summit in Baku.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf in a group
photo with Board of Governors ofBahria University

the donor countries should
fulfill their commitment to
provide 0.7 per cent of their
gross national income as
developing assistance and
capitalize existing climate
funds.

“One such commitment
is the $100 billion annual
climate finance pledge made
over a decade ago at COP-
15 is now reported by
OECD to reach only $160
billion. Despite this num-
ber remaining a tiny pro-
portion of the defined need,
a significant part over this
financing is disbursed in the
form of loans, further en-
hancing the debt burden on
developing nations and po-
tentially pushing towards
mounting debt traps. ‘I call
it death traps ’,” the prime
minister said.

Pakistan can under-
stand the agony and pain
of other vulnerable devel-
oping countries as it had
faced two devastating
floods and still recovering
from the loss, he said, add-
ing “In order to spur some
transparency and coordina-
tion into the financial com-
mitments made to the de-
veloping countries on cli-
mate transfers, Pakistan
alongside many other de-
veloping countries call for
stronger, more equitable cli-
mate finance mechanisms
under the UNFCCC.”

He suggested a mecha-
nism be set up to measure
the unfulfilled pledges, frag-
mented at an incomplete
landscape of climate funds
to developing countries.
“What I call INDCs
whereby major historic
emitters should account for
climate finance commit-
ments for both mitigation
and adaptation pledges re-
flecting their proportionate
responsibilities,” he added.

Debt could not become
acceptable new normal in
climate financing which was
why the world should fo-
cus on non-debt financing
solutions enabling develop-
ing countries to fund cli-
mate initiatives without
depositing an additional
burden, he said.

In 2022, he said when
one third of Pakistan was
under water, the country
had to re-purpose all its de-
velopment and climate
funds for just financing ba-
sic relief and humanitarian
efforts.

The prime minister
also highlighted challenges
to developing countries in
embracing clean energy
transition to offset their
carbon emission from
power sector. He men-

tioned that the developing
countries looking to enable
energy transition should
also get preferential capac-
ity and technical assistance
in fast tracking consortium
financing through various
financial instruments.

He suggested the
UNFCCC to setup a com-
mittee to review interna-
tionally-determined contri-
butions (IDCs) periodi-
cally.

The forum was also
participated by heads of
states of different countries
and high level dignitaries,
state representatives, global
experts and international
media.

President of Tajikistan,
Emomali Rahmon said in
order to address global
threats and challenges, the
world needed to take coor-
dinated actions collectively,
especially through financ-
ing climate initiatives.
“Tajikistan is also among
developing climate vulner-
able countries bearing vagar-
ies of climate disasters as
over 4,000 climate and natu-
ral disasters hit the coun-
try in past decade incurring
$500 million losses and
deaths of 400 people,” he
said.

President Rahmon said
that he was confident that
holding a strong and inclu-
sive coalition of developing
countries and development
partners was key to collec-
tively promote reform of
the international climate fi-
nance system for genera-
tions to come.

President of
Kyrgyzstan, Sadyr Nurgojo
uulu Japarov said
Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan
like many others were ex-
pressing their willingness to
fulfill the agenda on the
table.

“We are witnessing cli-
mate change that is posing
fundamental threat to the
sustainable development of
regions, countries and the
world as a whole,” he said.

The high level
roundtable by Pakistan was
timely given the upcoming
decisions of the COP29 for
new collective qualitative
goals on climate finance, the
Kyrgyz President said.
“Without adequate funding
many of our projects remain
on paper. T

he responsibility of
providing climate finance
should be proportionate to
their emissions. Those re-
sponsible for 80 per cent
of global emissions should
lead to support vulnerable
developing countries with
financing and technology,”
he said.

Pakistan for redefining climate...
Continued from page 1

who facilitated the suicide
bomber. He attributed the
rising terrorism to the BLA
and criticized past govern-
ment policies aimed at pla-
cating such groups. Accord-
ing to Bugti, previous at-
tempts to reintegrate sepa-
ratists into the national fold
were flawed strategies that
ultimately harmed the prov-
ince.

Discussing the broader
security challenges, Bugti
remarked that a lack of clear
intelligence hampers efforts
in Balochistan, where the
conflict is rooted in secrecy,
and external funding, alleg-
edly from India’s RAW
agency, further complicates
the situation. The govern-
ment, he noted, is reassess-
ing its strategies to ensure a
more effective response to
ongoing violence.

Chief Minister Bugti
dismissed the notion of ad-
dressing separatist violence
through dialogue, stating,
“Those fighting do not
claim grievances; they aim
to dismantle Pakistan based
on Baloch identity.” He ar-
gued that Baloch national-
ist extremism should not be

misunderstood as a struggle
for rights.

Regarding the role of
security forces, Bugti em-
phasized that military op-
erations are not underway
in any Balochistan region.
Instead, paramilitary
forces, including FC
Balochistan, Levies, CTD,
and police, conduct intelli-
gence-based operations as
needed. He reiterated that
military support is only
utilized when necessary,
adding that the province
requires solid intelligence to
confront emerging threats.

Bugti acknowledged
that the existing strategy has
failed to curb Balochistan’s
violence effectively. How-
ever, he denied allegations
of an inflexible military ap-
proach in Balochistan, con-
trasting the situation with
stricter measures taken in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He
maintained that sustained
and decisive action had pre-
viously led to periods of
peace in the province,
which remains elusive due
to inconsistent policies.

Continued from page 1

Shujaat demands naming
roads after Quetta

blast martyrs

Difficulties in distinguishing...

“Pakistan has rendered
unprecedented sacrifices in
the war against terror.
Thousands of people em-
braced martyrdom for
which they will never be
forgotten”, said the PML-
Q chief.

During the meeting,
Naqvi vowed to eliminate
terrorists from Pakistan’s
soil, adding that people of
Pakistan would always
remain indebted to the
sacrifices given by its
martyrs.

Shujaat also lauded Pa-
kistan Cricket Team’s per-
formance in Australia where
it won the series by 2-1
against the hosts.

LAHORE (INP):  Federal
Minister for Interior and
Narcotics Control Moshin
Naqvi on Tuesday called
on Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q)
President Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain at his
Gulberg residence in the
capital.

PML-Q president con-
demned the Quetta railway
station attack while de-
manding to name roads in
Islamabad after the martyrs
to which Naqvi agreed.

Both leaders expressed
sympathy with the be-
reaved families of the mar-
tyrs who lost their lives in
grisly Quetta blast.

PTI leaders released
following brief detention

RAWALPINDI (INP): Sev-
eral top PTI leaders were
taken into custody on Tues-
day from outside the Adiala
Jail in Rawalpindi for vio-
lating Section 144 but were
released shortly afterwards
after being issued a warn-
ing, police said.

Section 144 of the Code
of Criminal Procedure is a
legal provision that em-
powers district administra-
tions to prohibit an assem-
bly of four or more people
in an area for a limited pe-
riod. It is usually imposed
to prevent potential distur-
bances, maintain law and
order, and curb any activi-
ties that might escalate into
violence.

According to Punjab
Police spokesperson,
Sajjadul Hassan, “PTI
workers were detained for
violating Section 144 but
were released after being

issued a warning.”
“The enforcement of

the law will be ensured in
any case,” said the police
spokesperson.

Earlier, the PTI had
said that several of its lead-
ers were arrested from out-
side the Adiala Jail when
they went to meet their in-
carcerated leader, Imran
Khan, terming the move
“absolutely shameful.”

“Absolutely shameful!
Omar Ayub Khan, Shibli
Faraz, Asad Qaiser, Ahmed
Bhachar, Sahibzada Hamid
Raza have been arrested
outside Adiala Jail, for sim-
ply exercising their right to
meet with Imran Khan, as
permitted by law,” the PTI
said in a post on X. “This
should alarm anyone who
values the rule of law, as it
shows how basic freedoms
are being trampled upon,”
it added.

Pakistan opposes
additional

permanent seats
in UNSC

NEW YORK (INP): Paki-
stan has once again opposed
any proposal for the cre-
ation of additional perma-
nent seats in the UN Secu-
rity Council.

Delivering a statement
in the UN General Assem-
bly, Pakistan’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Munir Akram
emphasized that addition of
new permanent members
will only deepen the pa-
ralysis within the Security
Council.

Munir Akram said the
ongoing genocidal war in
Gaza has proven that the
Security Council’s frequent
failures to effectively re-
spond to threats to inter-
national peace and security
are due to the inability of
its permanent members
to agree on a decisive ac-
tion.

New Gwadar
airport a symbol

of friendship
between Pak,

China
BEIJING (APP): New
Gwadar International Air-
port, a flagship venture un-
der the multibillion-dollar
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor project, or CPEC,
will transform connectivity
and open a new chapter of
development for the South
Asian nation, observers
said. A symbol of solid
friendship between China
and Pakistan and their com-
mitment to building a better
future together, the newly
built airport, located in the
port city of Gwadar in
Pakistan’s southwestern
Balochistan province, has
recently been handed over
to Pakistani authorities to
commence operations,
China Daily reported.

The China-aided airport
was inaugurated virtually
by Chinese Premier Li Qiang
and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Oct 14,
during Li’s trip to Pakistan.

It has been welcomed
by experts and people from
all walks of life in Pakistan.

As the airport prepares
to open its doors, it prom-
ises to transform Gwadar
into a major hub of regional
connectivity and economic
growth, unlocking new oppor-
tunities for development.

AJK President for more vibrant role of
legal fraternity to make struggle for
IIOJK’s freedom complete success

MIRUR (AJK) (APP):
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) President Barrister
Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhry has said that the
importance of lawyers in
the society was key since
the lawyers played a deci-
sive role in the establish-
ment of supremacy of the
constitution and law in the
society by performing as
the defenders of the consti-
tution and the law.

Addressing lawyer’s
congregation in his native
Mirpur AJK town, he
said  that  s ince Azad
Jammu and  Kashmir
served as the base camp of
the Kashmir freedom
struggle, the lawyers’ com-
munity should always play
a more vibrant role in the
struggle for freedom of
Kashmir from Indian un-
lawful occupation.

The president said that
since the Mirpur District
Bar Association serves as
the largest lawyers bar in
AJK, the bar produced big
names in both the fields of
law and the State Legisla-
tive Assembly and the con-
stitutional sector.

He that Mirpur Bar
Association had always
played the role of front-line

defenders and volunteers
for the restoration of Kash-
mir human rights and the
custodians of the oppressed
classes.

Barrister Sultan
Mahmood assured that all
problems of Bar Associa-
tion Mirpur would be re-
solved on a priority and
urgent basis.

“I am also an honorary
member of the bar. The de-
mand for new chambers for
lawyers is already in my
notice”, he said and assured
that meet and implement
the demand soon.

Strongly condemning
the ongoing era of cruelty
and brutality in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), Barrister
Chaudhry said that the
Kashmir Liberation Move-
ment was passing through
its most critical period.

He said that high hopes
of our oppressed and sub-
jugated Kashmiri brethren
in Occupied Kashmir were
linked to the people living
on this side of the Line of
Control ( LoC).

The president called
upon the lawyers of Azad
Jammu Kashmir including
the lawyers of Mirpur to
play their role in highlight-
ing the Kashmir issue at the
national and international
level.

“Now a days, it is the
age of social media and by
using social media, lawyers
should play their role in
highlighting the freedom
movement of Kashmir at
the global level”, he advised
the AJK legal fraternity.

Barrister Sultan said
the AJK government was
playing its full role in re-
solving public problems.

He underlined that the
educational package was
given in which 476 educa-
tional institutions were es-
tablished in the liberated
territory.

The president revealed
that to ensure due health
facilities in AJK, the state
government had approved
an exemplary health pack-
age of Rs 84.49 million.

“Through the health
package, the issue of rising
unemployment will also be
settled under an integrated
plan”, Barrister Sultan said
revealing that the health
package also included the
upgradation of the Mirpur
Divisional Teaching Hospi-
tal.

The president said that
the uplift plan of the health
sector also included setting
up many Basic Health
Units (BHUs) and nine
new First Aid Posts
(FAPs) which, he con-
cluded.

Target is to win
Champions

Trophy: Rizwan
PERTH (INP):  Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) re-
leased an exclusive dress-
ing room video capturing
the team’s celebratory mo-
ments against Australia
and words from key fig-
ures, including Head Coach
Jason Gillespie, Assistant
Coach Azhar Mehmood,
and captain Mohammad
Rizwan. Rizwan delivered
a strong all-around perfor-
mance that showcased ex-
ceptional skill, particularly
in bowling.

Skipper outlined his
vision for the future, set-
ting high goals for Pakistan
cricket. “Our target is to
win the Champions Tro-
phy,” he declared, with
an eye on future tourna-
ments. Additionally, he
hinted at an even broader
ambition, expressing inter-
est in a potential Olympics
opportunity if it arises:
“If there is an opportu-
nity in the Olympics, I
will make the Olympics a
goal.”

In preparation for up-
coming challenges, Rizwan
noted that he’s actively en-
gaging with each player to
discuss improvement
strategies. As for the T20
series, he made their aim
clear: “Our target is to
whitewash Australia,” a
bold statement that under-
scores Pakistan’s growing
confidence.

Police constable
apprehended as key
facilitator of deadly

police lines blast : IGP
By M. Ilyas

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Inspector
General Akhtar Hayat
Gandapur on Tuesday in-
formed that police have ar-
rested a serving police con-
stable identified as the key
facilitator of a deadly sui-
cide blast in a Mosque that
claimed lives of 80 police
officials in Malik Saad
Shaheed Police Lines here in
January 2023.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, the police chief
said the constable,
Mohammad Wali, was ap-
prehended a few days ago
from Jamil Chowk here
along with two suicide jack-
ets. Surprisingly, he said the
arrested prime facilitator of
the police lines blast, a po-
lice constable, was also a
member of a banned terror
outfit. During interrogation,
the accused confessed to
bond links with banned
Jamat ul Ahrar through so-
cial media platforms.

He said that following
the deadly blast, police
traced a suspected facilita-
tor of the blast, named
Imtiaz alias Tora Shpa, a
resident of Afghanistan
from Bara tehsil of Khyber
district who led the police
to arrest the prime facilita-
tor and provided crucial in-
formation.

The IGP said that the
arrested accused had met
with terrorists of Jamat ul
Ahrar and Mohammad
Khurasani in Afghanistan,
adding that the suspect had

been arrested by the Afghan
forces as well but later seen
off for Pakistan with an
amount of Rs 20000.

On his way back to Pa-
kistan, the accused was ar-
rested by the Afghan forces,
however on intervention of
a Jamat ul Ahrar member,
named Junaid, he was re-
leased to continue his jour-
ney for Pakistan.

The accused also main-
tained his contacts with
other terrorists, providing
them with critical informa-
tion and a map of the Police
Lines and other important
places besides, informing
them about the deadly sui-
cide blast at police lines af-
ter it occurred.

For his anti-state and
anti-human role, he received
an amount of Rs 0.2 million
through hawala-hundi at
Chowk Yadgar,” the IG
added. During interrogation,
the accused, Abdul Wali also
confessed to killing a priest
in 2022 besides revealing his
involvement in the Warsak
Road bomb blasts.

A video showing the
suspect’s confessing state-
ment was also played on the
screen during the press con-
ference. The accused Wali
said he joined the police de-
partment on December 31,
2019 and later joined Jamat
ul Ahrar through social me-
dia in 2021, where one of
its members, Junaid influ-
enced and convinced him to
carry out subversive activi-
ties against the state and its
people.
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A meeting was held under the chairmanship of the federal Minister for Planning Development Ahsan
Iqbal to address the growing smog and air pollution in Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Chaudhry Salik Hussain addressing two-day Pakistan’s
National Tripartite Labour Conference closing ceremony, jointly organized
by the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the Ministry of Over-
seas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development (MOPHRD).

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP), Senator Rubina Khalid
in a group photo with Ms. Waheeda Mahesar, Ex-
ecutive Director SZABIST-ZABTech visits
Benazir Income Support Programme HQs.

ISLAMABAD:  Principle Shagufta Rauf giving
bouquet to MNA Anjum Aqeel Khan as chief guest
during oath taking ceremony held at Model Col-
lege for Girls G-10/2

ISLAMABAD: A visitor learning to spin a spin-
ning wheel during Lok Mela festival, at Lok Virsa,
in the Federal Capital.

HEC launches women empowerment mentoring program

Gilani
expresses
grief over

tragic Astore
bus accident

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senate Chairman Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Tuesday expressed pro-
found sorrow over a tragic
bus accident near Astore,
which claimed multiple
lives.

In his message he ex-
tended heartfelt condo-
lences to the families of the
deceased, affirming his soli-
darity with them in this
time of grief. He offered
prayers for the forgiveness
and elevated ranks of those
who lost their lives, pa-
tience for the bereaved fami-
lies, and a swift recovery
for the injured.

Deputy Chairman
Senate Syedaal Khan, leader
of the House Senator
Muhammad Ishaq Dar, and
leader of the opposition
Senator Syed Shibli Faraz
also issued separate condo-
lence messages, expressing
deep sadness over the inci-
dent and offering their sym-
pathies to the affected fami-
lies.

NA Speaker urges
collective effort to raise

awareness about pneumonia

ISSI, UMT ink MoU
for mutual collaboration

IG Rizvi orders proactive
measures against
criminal elements

Rana Mashhood says:
Women’s role imperative
for country development

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI)
and the Department of Po-
litical Science and Interna-
tional Relations (DPSIR) of
the School of Social Sci-
ences and Humanities
(SSSH) at the University of
Management and Technol-
ogy (UMT) Lahore, on
Tuesday signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU).

The MoU was signed
by Dr. Talat Shabbir, Direc-
tor Administration, ISSI
and Dr Usman Askari,
Chairperson and Associate
Professor, DPSIR, UMT on
their respective sides. DG
ISSI Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood was present at
the ceremony, which was
also attended by other del-
egation members, said a
press release.

Representatives from
both ISSI and UMT ex-

pressed optimism that this
MoU would pave the way
for enhanced cooperation
between academia and the
policy research community.
Both institutions aimed to
bridge the gap between
scholarly research and prac-
tical policy solutions, en-
abling a richer exchange of
knowledge and expertise on
issues relevant to national
and regional geopolitical af-
fairs.

As part of this part-
nership, ISSI and UMT dis-
cussed several initiatives,
including offering intern-
ship programs for UMT
students, the organization
of joint seminars on topics
of mutual interest, and col-
laborative studies and pub-
lications in areas related to
strategic and policy issues
relevant to Pakistan. These
collaborative efforts are ex-
pected to enrich academic
discourse.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Higher Education
Commission (HEC), has
launched Women Empow-
erment Mentoring
Programme (WEMP) to fa-
cilitate women employees
serving the higher education
sector through dedicated
mentoring enabling them to
overcome challenges at the
workplace.

The programme rolled
out by National Academy
of Higher Education
(NAHE), HEC under the
Higher Education Develop-
ment in Pakistan (HEDP)
project will offer growth
opportunities to the
women employees in the
education sector while em-
powering them to achieve
their goals in their personal
and professional lives.

It also aims to im-
prove their communication,

networking, and conflict
management skills while
becoming an effective leader
in their respective domains.

Designated mentors
with globally recognised
best practices and
coursework materials will
offer expert mentorship
and trainings to improve
communications and man-
age work related conflicts
and challenges more effec-
tively. WEMP, besides the
accomplishments of HEC’s
Women Leadership
Programme which has al-
ready empowered 196
women from various uni-
versities, is a promising
start by NAHE to offer a
complete support system
for women working in the
higher education sector.

Chairman Prime Min-
ister Youth Programme
(PMYP) Rana Mashood

Ahmed Khan was chief
guest of the launch cer-
emony, which also attended
by Chairman HEC Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, Executive
Director HEC Dr. Zia Ul-
Qayyum, Managing Direc-
tor NAHE Ms. Noor Amna
Malik, and notable interna-
tional partners, key offi-
cials from World Bank,
USAID, leadership of Brit-
ish Council Pakistan, Vice
Chancellors, senior, man-
agement of HEC and local
higher education institu-
tions and officials from sev-
eral public universities.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan commended
HEC and NAHE for the
initiative, which aims to
promote female representa-
tion, capacity building, and
leadership in academia.

He praised the recent

appointments of female
Vice Chancellors in Punjab
as a positive step towards
gender equity in higher edu-
cation.

He underlined that the
Government of Pakistan is
actively working to protect
women’s rights and pro-
mote their empowerment
by measures such as hav-
ing reserved quotas in edu-
cational institutions, creat-
ing centres for protection
against violence, and advo-
cating for women’s inherit-
ance rights.

Expressing his hope
for the success of the
programme, Chairman HEC
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed said
Islam advocates for gender
equity in responsibilities,
accountability, and re-
wards, underscoring that
Pakistan has a legacy of
prominent women figures

in politics, education, judi-
ciary, and the economy,
demonstrating the nation’s
belief in equality.

He reiterated that
HEC is committed to ini-
tiatives that promote equi-
table participation of
women in higher education
through measures such as
establishing sub-campuses
in various regions for in-
creased accessibility and
setting aside a women’s
quota in scholarship
programmes.

Dr. Zia Ul-Qayyum
reiterated that HEC, with
the support of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan, is com-
mitted to reducing the gen-
der divide within the higher
education sector. He high-
lighted that 48% of stu-
dents enrolled in higher edu-
cation are now female, a
source of pride for HEC.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of Prime Minis-
ter Youth Programme
(PMYP) Rana Mashhood
Ahmed Khan has said that
Pakistan’s future is in the
hands of the youth and
women’s role is imperative
in the country’s develop-
ment. He expressed these
views while addressing the
launching ceremony of the
“Women Empowerment
Monitoring Program” held
at the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) on
Tuesday.

Mashhood said that to
empower women laws have
been made to ensure their
inheritance share and pre-

vent violence.
He said that the posi-

tive economic indicators
show the remarkable
achievements of the present
government in every sector
and the country is moving
in the right direction.

The Chairman PMYP
added that the country un-
der the dynamic leadership
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif was advancing to-
wards the path of develop-
ment and growth in the ex-
ports of textiles and Infor-
mation technology, increase
in the stock exchange index,
and growth in other sectors
reflected the result-oriented
policies of the government.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasser
Rizvi, conducted a meeting
with the Zonal Superinten-
dents of Police (SPs) at the
Central Police Office on
Tuesday to review the law
and order situation and as-
sess the performance of the
Zonal officers.

A spokesperson told
APP that, IG Rizvi issued
instructions to all Zonal

SPs, directing them to col-
laborate closely with their
Sub-Divisional Police Of-

ficers (SDPOs) and Station
House Officers (SHOs) to
take effective measures to
enhance law and order, curb
criminal elements, and en-
sure the safety of public life
and property in their re-
spective areas.

He also directed the
Zonal officers to make the
patrols of Dolphin Squad
and police officers in their
areas more effective. The
presence of police officers
in the field should be a sym-

bol of fear for criminals and
protection for citizens, IG
Rizvi added.

CDA unveils ambitious
long-term beautification

plan for Islamabad

Ahsan calls for emergency
measures to tackle increasing
pollution, smog in twin cities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Tuesday ex-
pressed serious concerns
over the growing environ-
mental pollution and smog
in the twin cities of
Islamabad and Rawalpindi,
stressing the need to tackle
these issues on an emer-
gency basis.

He described the
causes and worsening im-
pact of the smog as a ‘con-
sequence’ of human behav-
ior, which now necessitated
urgent action.

Chairing a meeting on

the escalating smog and air
pollution in Islamabad and
Rawalpindi, he said “With-
out a change in public be-
havior, smog and air pollu-
tion will lead to severe con-
sequences for both health
and the economy, posing a
risk not only to public
health but also to the
country’s GDP growth
rate.”

Among others, the
meeting was attended by
senior officials from the
World Bank (WB), the
Punjab Planning and Devel-
opment Department, the
National Disaster Risk
Management Fund

(NDRMF), the Ministry of
Environment, the Country
Director of the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD),
Nadia Rehman, Member of
the Planning Commission
for Environment and Cli-
mate Change, representa-
tives from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, civil
society, the NDMA and
environmental protection
agencies from all provinces.

During the meeting,
Ahsan Iqbal called for a
unified national approach
to combat this challenge.

He said environmental
protection was a key com-

ponent of the government’s
Five-E framework, which
includes various measures
to address these issues.

He pointed out that
while there was no short-
age of knowledge on the
matter, the real problem
was the lack of imple-
mentation, stressing that
all relevant institutions
must take joint actions
to tackle the issue effec-
tively.

The minister further
identified cross-border pol-
lution, vehicle emissions,
crop burning and urban de-
velopment as primary con-
tributors to smog.

Mukhtar appreciates
UK’s health sector support

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Health Dr
Malik Mukhtar Bharath on
Tuesday appreciated the
UK government for its en-
during support through the
UK-PAK Health Partner-
ship. He was talking to the
British High Commission’s
Development Director, Ms
Jo Moir who met him to
advance the UK-Pakistan
partnership and ongoing
support in strengthening
healthcare in Pakistan.

Dr Bharath highlighted
the transformative role of
technical assistance in ad-
vancing Pakistan’s health
and population goals.

“The UK
government’s support has

been invaluable in achiev-
ing key milestones in our
health sector,” he noted,
underscoring the positive
impact of the partnership
on health system resilience
and service delivery.

Ms Jo Moir com-
mended the strong partner-
ship between the UK and
Pakistan and reaffirmed the
UK’s commitment to sup-
port Pakistan’s healthcare
systems.

“Through initiatives
such as the Evidence for
Health (E4H) program,
GAVI, GFATM, and sus-
tained support for polio
eradication, we are dedi-
cated to strengthening
healthcare delivery in Paki-
stan and ensuring essential

services reach those in
need,” she remarked.

As part of this ongo-
ing commitment, a high-
level UK delegation is
scheduled to visit Pakistan
shortly to review the UK-
Pakistan Health Partner-
ship Agreement signed in
2023.  This review will fo-
cus on key areas including
health systems strengthen-
ing, health security, and
continued collaboration un-
der the UK-Pakistan health
agenda. Addressing popu-
lation growth and its impact
on sustainable development
remains a top priority. The
President’s Task Force on
Population is set to convene
a strategic meeting in No-
vember 2024.

Smog to persist in major
cities as weather conditions
worsen in Nov, Dec: NDMA

Rubina highlights BISP’s
success as West African
Countries seek insights

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of BISP,
Rubina Khalid has said that
a delegation from West Af-
rican countries is visiting
Pakistan to learn about the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), which
is considered a successful
initiative in the country’s
efforts to reduce poverty.

Rubina Khalid ex-
pressed these views during
a meeting with National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA)
Chairman Lt. Gen.
Muhammad Munir Afsar
on Tuesday.

She invited him to at-
tend the closing ceremony
of the delegation’s study
tour on November 14.

During their discus-
sion, Senator Rubina Khalid
emphasized the need to is-
sue Form B to women ben-
eficiaries of BISP and re-
quested easier access to
other important services
from NADRA for them.

In response, Chairman
Afsar assured her of
NADRA’s full support in
providing these essential
services to the deserving
women without any de-
lays.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Smog conditions are ex-
pected to persist across ur-
ban centers in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, in-
cluding Lahore, Faisalabad,
Multan, Bahawalpur,
Peshawar, Mardan, and
Nowshera, throughout No-
vember and December due
to high humidity, low wind
speeds, and upper atmo-
spheric pressure. In an ad-
visory on Tuesday, the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
urged the public to take
necessary precautions.

The advisory high-
lights the rising smog levels
in the affected areas, driven
by the current weather con-
ditions, and advises resi-
dents to avoid prolonged
outdoor exposure and
adopt protective measures
to safeguard their health.

The advisory states
that the National Emer-
gency Operation Centre has
been monitoring the current
smog situation in Pakistan

and surrounding regions.
According to the ad-

visory, the team has access
to advanced ground-based
and space-based monitor-
ing tools, enabling the
analysis and projection of
pollution emissions from
various sources, including
industry, transportation,
and agriculture.

This includes emis-
sions from stubble burning,
volatile organic com-
pounds, nitrogen oxides,
surface-level ozone, and
particulate matter like
PM10 and PM 2.5. By ana-
lyzing aerosol optical depth
data, the team is identify-
ing hotspots heavily im-
pacted by smog.

The NDMA advisory
recommends several mea-
sures to mitigate the effects
of smog, such as avoiding
unnecessary outdoor expo-
sure during peak smog
hours, especially in the
morning, and wearing
masks during outdoor ac-
tivities.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on Tues-
day highlighted the vital
role of parents, teachers,
media, and civil society in
raising awareness about
pneumonia, particularly
among the general public.

In his message for
World Pneumonia Day, the
speaker emphasized that
everyone must contribute
to the effort to realize the
vision of a healthy and safe
Pakistan. He also stressed
the importance of provid-
ing every citizen with com-
prehensive and accurate
health information.

Speaker stated that
parliament has consistently
played a key role in devel-
oping comprehensive plans
and policies to address
health-related issues.

The speaker stressed
the need for timely actions
to prevent deadly diseases
like pneumonia, which im-
pacts a significant number
of children and the elderly
worldwide, including in Pa-
kistan, every year.

He stated that all pos-
sible measures are being
taken to provide modern
vaccines and medical facili-
ties in the healthcare sec-
tor. Additionally, he empha-
sized that parliament plays
a crucial role in enacting
laws for health sector re-
forms and the elimination
of life-threatening diseases.

The speaker said that
eliminating this deadly dis-
ease is possible through
vaccination, a balanced diet,
a healthy lifestyle, the use
of clean water, and other
preventive measures.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) Chairman
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
has spearheaded a new
long-term beautification ini-
tiative aimed at transform-
ing Islamabad into a model
capital. In a meeting on
Tuesday, attended by top
CDA officials and the Baku
Team from Azerbaijan,
Chairman Randhawa dis-
cussed projects to revital-
ize iconic sites like Said Pur
Village and Melody Market
in G-6, alongside city-wide

upgrades to avenues, green
belts, and public spaces.

The Chairman, ac-
knowledging the Baku
Team’s contributions during
the recent Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO)
summit, emphasized the
need for these efforts to con-
tinue and become a lasting
feature of Islamabad’s urban
landscape.  He directed
CDA teams to prioritize
natural landscaping, pre-
serve green areas, and incor-
porate sustainable designs
in their projects.

IHC serves
notice to Sher
Afzal on ICA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday served
notices to respondents in an
intra-court appeal against
the verdict for nullifying
ban on political discussion
of prisoners during meet-
ings in jail.

Advocate General
Islamabad contended that
the single member bench
has set aside the rule-265,
which was not the jurisdic-
tion of IHC.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq and Justice Saman
Raffat Imtiaz heard the ICA
filed by Chief Commis-
sioner ICT.

During the course of
proceeding, Advocate Gen-
eral Islamabad Ayaz
Shaukat said that the single
member bench has dis-
missed the rule-265 of the
jail rules. They have chal-
lenged the verdict in ICA.
He said that the IHC has
no jurisdiction to intervene
in prisons’ rules of Punjab.

Rida appreciates
growing interest

of women in
Thal jeep rally

ISLAMABAD (APP): Po-
sition holder in 9th Thal
desert rally, 2024 (prepared
category – women), Syeda
Rida Zainab on Tuesday
appreciated the growing in-
terest of women in jeep
rally sports for the recog-
nition of Pakistan’s image
at international level in this
sport.

This sport is very
difficult as technical and
mechanical knowledge
main hurdle to attract the
interest of women, she told
APP.

She also informed that
compatibility and modifica-
tion of jeep according to the
requirement of race was
most important factor for
any driver.

She further added that
one could not meet the re-
quirement of jeep rally
without the any support.

To a question she also
complained that finding
sponsor at individual level
was very difficult.

Intra party election

PTI files 2nd
review petition
in SC against
Oct 21 decision
ISLAMABAD (Online):
PTI has filed second review
petition in Supreme Court
(SC) against its October 21,
2024 decision on the mat-
ter of PTI intra party elec-
tion.

Election commission
and others have been made
respondents in the petition.

SC gave decision on
October 21 one sided.

It was further said in
the petition appeal pleas
against SC January 13 and
October 21 be accepted.
PTI review petition be
again heard.

Earlier PTI had filed
petition and this is second
review appeal.

IIUI ranks
high in latest

QS World
University
Rankings

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
ternational Islamic Univer-
sity, Islamabad (IIUI) has
reached notable positions in
the latest QS World Univer-
sity Rankings 2025.

According to the in-
formation, IIUI stands at
243rd in Asia and holds
51st in the Southern Asia
region, marking a significant
achievement in its academic
reputation. Earlier, Interna-
tional Islamic University
Islamabad was placed
among 51-100 in the sub-
jects of Theology, Divinity
& Religious, whereas it is
globally placed at 351-400
in Mathematics. In addi-
tion, for the first time, IIUI
is placed at 601-640 in
Physics across the world in
2024 edition of the QS.
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System failure
The experiments continue
apace, with nary a worry for
their consequences. Internet
users countrywide experienced
yet another disruption in their
digital lives this past Sunday
when an “issue with the sys-
tem” rendered not only various
VPN services but also popular
platforms useless or inacces-
sible for a period of five hours
or so. This time, the problems
faced by internet users were
not specific: some said they
could not use VPNs at all, some
said they could use them on
mobile data, some said they
were only working on broad-
band, while others still said
they faced no issue. At the
same time, various websites,
social media platforms, internet
service providers and even
bank payment systems were
also seemingly affected by the
breakdown.

As usual, the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority de-
cided it would say nothing
about what was going on, leav-
ing the people speculating
about what fresh changes it
was making to the internet
communications infrastruc-
ture. Clearly, the authorities
have yet to come to terms with
how rapidly Pakistan is adapt-
ing to the digital age. From the
bustling metropolises to rural
backwaters, smartphones have
connected Pakistanis of all
shades to the modern world like
never before and created un-
precedented economic opportu-
nities both for the country and
for those within it in the pro-
cess.

However, it often appears as
if the relevant institutions still
see the right to internet con-
nectivity as an essential means
of communication as a privilege.
They often treat it with the
same disdain as they do civil
and political rights. They seem
to believe that all digital activ-
ity should be managed with an
‘on/ off switch’, with which the
voices of millions of users can
be silenced on a whim. And
because few dare to question
such ideas or ask for account-
ability, their actions continue
to cause immeasurable eco-
nomic damage.

Just a few months ago, a
popular freelancing platform
had temporarily flagged Paki-
stani gig workers as ‘unavail-
able’ because of their inability
to ensure uninterrupted acces-
sibility to their clients. Many
industry leaders and commerce
bodies also warned that con-
tinuous experimentation with
the country’s communications
infrastructure would discour-
age foreign investors from set-
ting up shop in Pakistan or
outsourcing their business to
local service providers.

It seems that those warnings
fell on deaf ears. It is also not
only those who export their
services who are being affected.
Local e-commerce, which has
mushroomed in recent years,
has faced severe disturbances
due to our authorities’ inability
to resist tinkering with the
internet, and many businesses
stand to lose serious money if
the situation does not improve
soon. Given the already de-
crepit state of our economy, this
should be unacceptable to
policymakers — more so since
Pakistan plans to leverage its
digital economy to boost over-
all growth.

Power discipline
Ammar Qaseem

Electricity demand in the
national grid plummeted
by 17 per cent in August
this year, compared to the
same period last year. It
is common to attribute
the blame to unforeseen
circumstances or incor-
rect forecasting, as is evi-
dent in the recent mem-
oirs of former civil ser-
vant Salman Faruqui, who
attributed the induction of
a large number of IPPs in
the national grid to incor-
rect projections of elec-
tr icity demand by the
government in the 1990s.
While his account may
carry weight, it is high
time the government
realised that the plummet-
ing demand for electricity
is not independent of its
own behaviour.

Flawed planning,
coupled with erratic poli-
cies, has alienated con-
sumers and investors
alike, and the recent rise
in rooftop net metering is
an example of the public’s
growing distrust in the
government’s ability to
provide reliable energy.
This comes at a time when
the government is plan-
ning to add 19.8 GW of
additional generation ca-
pacity in the grid within
the next decade. Without
careful reassessment, Pa-
kistan risks burdening it-
self with unnecessary
electricity projects that
could impose unsustain-
able costs for generations
to come, a mistake that
we have continued to
make in the past and are
in the process of making
yet again.

The government’s
planning of generation ca-
pacity expansion contin-
ues to face credibility
challenges despite being
regularly conducted
within an established
regulatory framework.
The Integrated Genera-
tion Capacity Expansion
Plan is a comprehensive
document prepared annu-
al ly by the National
Transmission and Des-

patch Company as per
the Grid Code, 2022, and
approved by the National
Electric Power Regula-
tory Authority (Nepra).
The IGCEP plays a cru-
cial role in the power sec-
tor, outlining the specific
power plants that will be
constructed under least-
cost criteria in the next 10
years. The plan notably
limits the share of wind
and solar technologies to
13 per cent of the total
capacity by 2034, in stark
violation of the Alterna-
tive and Renewable En-
ergy policy,  2019,  in
which a target of 30pc
wind and solar capacity
by 2030 was set by the
government.

A critical evaluation
carried out  by
Renewables First and the
Policy Research Institute
for Equitable Develop-
ment has further shown
that nearly $10 billion can
be saved in total system
costs if projects that are
deemed committed be-
yond 2027 in the latest
IGCEP are re-evaluated
on merit.  At the same
time, this re-evaluation
would allow for a higher
share of wind and solar
technologies in the na-
tional grid — as high as
20pc (10 GW) of the to-
tal capacity by 2034 in
medium-growth sce-
narios.  Committed
projects are plants that
have not been built or
have not entered commer-
cial operation to date, yet
their feasibility is not
evaluated by the IGCEP,
and they bypass the
least-cost criteria under
the pretext of their ad-
vanced status.

It is also important
to note that the net me-
tering quantum continues
to increase in the national
grid and has already
crossed 2 GW. If this
trend continues, no fur-
ther capacity additions
would be necessary in the
national grid. Measures
must be taken to improve
electricity demand, in-
cluding incentives for

shifting captive load to
the grid, augmentation
and rehabilitation of the
transmission system, and
promotion of electric ve-
hicle-friendly policies
which can massively in-
crease electricity off-take
from the grid. It is also
important to give up on
mega-scale projects such
as Diamer Bhasha and
Chashma-5, which are
neither needed in the grid,
nor fulfil the least-cost
criteria.

While it is important
to set clear plans, it is also
necessary to implement
them. Each year,  the
IGCEP lays down some
quantum of wind and so-
lar to be added to the na-
tional grid. However, the
government has fai-led to
procure a single project of
r e - - - - n e w a b l e
techno-logy through com-
petitive bidding in the
past five years. The at-
tempt — twice — to pro-
cure 600 MW of solar
technology under the
fast- track framework
failed spectacularly as it
did not receive a single bid
from investors. This was
not hard to foresee, and
the government had been
warned by experts but
their  advice went un-
heeded.

On the contrary, re-
cent auctions by K-Elec-
tric received winning bids
of four cents and 3.1 cents
per unit for solar and hy-
brid projects, the lowest
in our history, and a clear
sign that investors would
rather do business with
the private sector than
the government. Perhaps
this is also an indication
of the sector’s readiness
to be opened for competi-
tive bilateral trade of elec-
tricity, as envisioned un-
der the Co--mpetit ive
Trading Bilateral Con-
tracts Ma--rket, formally
approved by Nepra in
2020 but still awaiting
operationalisation. Will
the policymakers act in a
timely and prudent man-
ner? One certainly hopes
so.  -- Courtesy Dawn

An apocalypse Trump won’t see

The roads are killing us

Jawed Naqvi
On one of Donald Trump’s
last days as lame-duck
president in 2020, senior
Democrats led by Nancy
Pelosi rushed to US mili-
tary generals to caution
them against heeding any
command from him that
could start a nuclear war.

Whatever be the truth
about the Democrats’
worry, the world was on
edge. Then, the shoe was
on the other foot. Biden
followed a needle-and-
thread policy — threading
cavalier alliances and nee-
dling Russia and China into
a rage. Much of the wor-
ried world responded by
gravitating to BRICS. Biden
and his secretary for state
woke up every day to arm
and finance the most grue-
some slaughter of women
and children since Hitler in
Gaza. The Democrats thus
helped Trump seem less
menacing to the voters.

The Doomsday Clock
is still at 90 minutes to mid-
night with Trump’s second
win, continuing to remind
humanity that the threat
from manmade apocalypse
hasn’t receded. The presi-
dent-elect did sound unusu-
ally benign and even faux
inclusive in his victory

speech. On the flip side, he
pres-sed the accelerator on
the unfolding environmen-
tal catastrophe. “Nobody’s
ever seen anything like
that,” he exulted to cheer-
ing supporters, listing the
cultural and ethnic mix that
voted him to office. The
thought alone should worry
Democrats, who regard
multiculturalism as their
exclusive turf, in contrast to
Trump’s white supremacist
calling.

“They came from all
corners. Union, non-union;
African, Hispanic, Asian,
Arab, Muslim; we had ev-
erybody, and it was beauti-
ful,” he croaked. It’s always
disturbing to hear gilded
words from autocrats. Has
a compulsively sectarian
Trump bucked the trend to
project himself as a leader
of all Americans equally? In
which case, the rivals are in
deeper trouble than one
thought.

The Doomsday Clock
has kept a watch on signs
of manmade calamity that
Albert Einstein had feared.
Global warming is some-
how only now, and grudg-
ingly, being seen as an exis-
tential threat to mankind,
though Noam Chomsky
had presciently called it as
lethal as the bomb. Trump

Quetta

Arifa Noor
Last week, the prime min-
ister found time to inau-
gurate two flyovers in
Islamabad. Despite the
‘live coverage’ on televi-
sion, it wasn’t a news
item that attracted much
attention.

Most  people were
too busy discussing the
judiciary, the failed at-
tempt to sell PIA, or the
smog in Lahore and the
rest of Punjab, with the
provincial capital topping
pollution charts world-
wide.

But as discussion fo-
cused on Lahore’s rank-
ing and the filth that most
urban residents in
Pakis-tan inhale all year,
a greyness also descended
on Islamabad. By the end
of the week, winter sun-
shine in the capital had
disappeared, as had the
clear views of the
Margalla Hills.

While this is rela-
tively new for Islamabad,
it is not unfamiliar. An ex-
ceptionally dry spell the
previous winter had cov-
ered our lives with simi-
lar  dullness.  In  other
words, the infamous smog
has reached the capital
too; it will stay until there
is rain. True, Islamabad

can’t  compare with
Lahore, but it’s a begin-
ning. And we know how
this story ends — in many
shades of grey and no
sun.

But what does this
have to do with the prime
minister’s presence at city
events in  Islamabad,
some may wonder. Every-
thing. For while we moan
and groan about the poi-
son the people breathe in,
day in and day out, and
discuss industrial pollu-
tion in cities and how the
winds from India are to
blame, the issue will not
be addressed until we
change the way we think.
Cit ies cannot  become
concrete jungles of
flyovers and interchanges
for the comfort of cars
and still ensure blue skies
and clean air.

Politicians continue
to be obsessed with brick-
and-mortar  projects,
equating them with devel-
opment and good gover-
nance. In this outdated
worldview, roads,
flyovers and interchanges
are the cool kids of devel-
opment projects. Mod-
ern-day Lahore is a testa-
ment to it; where concrete
crept up on large parts of
‘elite’ Lahore — Gulberg,
Liberty,  Model  Town,

DHA. Roads were wid-
ened, signal-free corridors
added, and when all else
fai led,  flyovers were
squeezed in so that cars
could zip around.

In the process, the
green areas were nar-
rowed and even done
away with altogether. Ask
those who remember the
green belt that made up
the Gulberg Boulevard
before i t  was shrunk,
planted with palm trees,
and the road widened.
Few people might re-
member, but they may
have noticed that the wide
road is no longer enough
for the traffic, which has
grown exponential ly
since.

As Kevin Costner
once told us, build and
they will come. What we
in Pakistan did not and do
not realise is that once
roads are built, the cars
will come; so many that
the bigger roads will not
be enough either. And
with the traffic comes air
pollution, which is the far
bigger cause of the smog
than winds from India.

The same solution/
problem was imported to
Islamabad during the Gen
Musharraf years, when
the avenues were wid-
ened needlessly. Need-

lessly because more than
a decade after Musharraf
has left, traffic in the city
is still not enough to war-
rant these wide avenues.
But we continue to build
more roads, widen the ex-
isting ones, and build
flyovers because traffic
should whizz through a
city the way it does on
highways and
motorways.

No one complains or
protests because it suits
the policymakers and the
rich — the same people
who wil l  pet i t ion the
courts about  Monal ,
stone-crushing, and the
sanctity of the Margalla
Hills but never about the
concrete that is conquer-
ing the city. Roads suit
those who can afford
cars, and hence it is easier
to  pretend this is  not
about the environment.

Roads, frankly, are a
project for the rich and by
the rich. Anyone living in
Islamabad will realise this
if they glance sideways,
while whizzing down a
wide road at 80 or 100
kilometres per hour. On
either side,  ordinary
people stand, trying to
figure out  when they
should run across without
being run over; they have
to run because there is no

dignified way of crossing
many roads.

The motorists may
also notice, if they both-
ered to look, the people
standing patiently at one
end of the flyover, hop-
ing for someone to slow
down and offer them a lift
to the other end. Because
that flyover takes a car
just seconds to traverse
but a pedestrian much
longer.

With no public trans-
port and these highway-
style roads in the middle
of a city, the message for
everybody is that a car or
a motorbike is essential
for life. Without one, the
city doesn’t work for you.
How can it, for while cars
require four- to six-lane
roads, people are told to
climb up sky-high stairs
to cross a road because
pedestrian crossings are
for the convenience of the
motorists.

These pedestr ian
bridges are surely a desi
invention, because never
have I seen one in big
Western cities where the
traffic moves slowly so
that people can walk. In-
deed, in the rest of the
world, urban planners are
ripping out flyovers and
big roads, thus restricting
traffic. But Pakistan con-

walked out of two momen-
tous agreements in his first
term, making the world in-
secure on both counts.

He ditched the Paris
Agreement on climate
change, and even today, re-
mains unconvinced that the
destruction Hurricane
Helene wreaked on North
Carolina during the election
campaign could be a sign of
nature paying back in kind.
He also tore up the Iran
pact, making it a factor to-
day in war-gaming an Iran-
Israel nuclear exchange as a
possibility. Iranian officials
say that a fatwa against the
bomb could be lifted if the
war with Israel so demands.

Trump’s cavalier
comments in his victory
speech on the primacy of
fossil fuel ‘to make America
great again’ could send shiv-
ers down the spine of cli-
mate activists gathered in
Baku this week for the fort-
night of deliberations at
COP29. In one fell swoop,
Trump destroyed any
hopes environment activ-
ists may have had from
Robert Kennedy Jr in the
new team. He all but de-
clared that the environment
lawyer, who doubles as an
anti-vaccine campaigner,
could be assigned the health
portfolio. Calling Kennedy

to the stage, Trump
anointed him. “He is going
to make America healthy
again.”

As for Kennedy’s
concern for climate change,
Trump pre-empted
trouble. “Bobby, leave the
oil to me. We have more liq-
uid gold — oil and gas —
We have more liquid gold
than any country in the
world; more than Saudi
Arabia. We have more than
Russia. Bobby, stay away
from the liquid gold. Other
than that, go have a good
time, Bobby.”

Trump’s astounding
return, completely, albeit
unsurprisingly, missed by
pollsters, has brought un-
foreseen responses. An
American-Canadian friend
says she is surrendering her
US citizenship because she
finds Trump insufferable.
Google searches for ‘move
to Canada’ surged 1,270 per
cent in the 24 hours after
the US East Coast polls
closed on Tuesday. Similar
searches about moving to
New Zealand climbed
nearly 2,000pc, while those
for Australia jumped
820pc.

It’s not dissimilar to a
whole host of people who
have left or are leaving In-
dia with the advent of

Narendra Modi, heading
not to Pakistan, where his
rabid cheerleaders would
have wanted dissenters to
go, but to trickier climes.
The recent repatriation by
the Biden administration of
dozens of illegal migrants
from India is a good ex-
ample.

Trump’s denial of cli-
mate change is envied by
many of his fans who do
not have the means to be as
brazen. On the global stage,
Narendra Modi, an ardent
Trump fan, presents him-
self as a keen environment
buff. “India is committed to
clean energy and environ-
ment,” he said at the recent
G20 summit in Delhi. Yet
it is no secret that India will
use coal for decades to
come, even as it explores
renewables to move to-
wards net zero in 2070.

Three days before
COP27 in Egypt, India’s
finance minister showcased
the doublespeak. “India
needs greater investment
in coal production,” said
Nirmala Sitharaman at the
Delhi launch of the
country’s biggest-ever
coal mine auction, where
141 new sites for coal
mines were on offer. The
move was rehearsed at the
COP26 climate talks in

tinues to move in a dif-
ferent direction. In fact,
our idea of public trans-
port  also begins with
roads. Before the bus is
even purchased, roads are
built for it.

This hits one all the
more in Islamabad, be-
cause the capital was con-
ceived as a 15-minute
city. Take a close look at
any of the older parts of
town and it’s evident: the
small parks are easily lo-
cated and wide pedestrian
walkways (despite the
generators and security
guard room encroach-
ments) and small markets
are included in every sub-
sector, ensuring that a
grocery story is within
walking distance of every
house.

Move further away
to the newer sectors and
most of these amenities
are missing; but big roads
and the dust are ever-
present.

This did become a bit
of a rant. But as a layper-
son, I don’t know how
else to say that Pakistani
citizens will not enjoy the
luxury of clean air till
there is an overhaul of our
development model and
city planning. Dirty air
cannot be fixed via piece-
meal efforts.

Glasgow. That’s when In-
dia, backed by China,
made a last-minute inter-
vention to water down the
language of the final agree-
ment, changing the com-
mitment to “phase down”
rather than “phase out”
coal power.

The fallout is pal-
pable in the
neighbourhood and be-
yond. The Maldives ar-
chipelago faces a watery
doom, and vast swathes of
Bangladesh would become
uninhabitable as the sea
encroaches. Pakistan, too,
is reeling from the effects
of climate change, not least
since the 2022 flood fury.

The prime minister’s
point person for environ-
ment, Romina Khurshid
Alam, was preparing
Pakistan’s talking points
for Baku when Trump
was drooling over the oil
resources of America he
had inherited in his vic-
tory.

Ms Alam’s terror at
the speed with which the
mighty glaciers of the
Hindu Kush are melting
contrasts apocalyptically
with the sight of Trump
drooling over the oil
wealth he plans to plun-
der to make America great
again.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Economic pipe dream
Dr Niaz Murtaza

Regime gurus claim to
have put us on the path
of progress — except
that  al l  pas t  regimes
falsely claimed this too.
Progress includes not
only economic stability
and durable growth but
also  equ i ty and
sustainability. Each ear-
lier trait is necessary but
not sufficient to produce
the latter ones.

So far, we have only
regained economic stabil-
ity after the 2022 crisis,
with falling inflation and
interest rates, a stable ru-
pee and higher dollar re-
serves. But past rulers,
too, gave us stability af-
ter crises — the PPP af-
ter 2008, following the
crisis under the PML-Q;
the PML-N after 2013,
following the crisis under
the PPP; the PTI after
2018, following the cri-
sis under the PML-N;
and now the PML-N af-
ter 2022, following the
cri s i s  under  the  PTI .
Each inherited and be-
queathed a crisis. But no
party produced durable
growth. So, the PML-N
may fail again.

These crises are a
result of the flawed ways
in which we have pur-
sued growth. China and
India’s growth came by
upping investment and
productivity via reforms.
China’s investment-GDP
ratio is 40 per cent, while
India’s is 30pc. Our high-
est level under the PML-
Q, PML-N and PTI was
18pc, 17pc and 15pc.
Our productivity is low
too, as we shun reforms.
We achieve growth via
high external and fiscal
deficits and money sup-
ply growth. But the first
shrinks reserves while
the next two generate in-
flation to cause crises
and end growth. We must
not be fooled by high
growth but check the in-
vestment and twin defi-
cit ratios to see if growth
is durable.

Attaining economic
stability after a crisis is
easy. Under IMF-led re-
forms, it can be achieved
largely via administrative
fiat in a few months. The
State Bank chief can up
interest rates and devalue
the rupee by ending its
dollar sales. The finance
guru can cut development
outlays, up import tar-
iffs and borrow from the
Gulf and China. These
can shrink the deficits to
contain the crisis, but
they also  cu t  growth
badly. But it  took the
PML-N much longer to
do so due to Ishaq Dar’s
pol ic ies .  The PML-N
also put the burden of
crisis on the poor, while
shielding the rich from
taxes .  Even our  new-
found stability is at risk
as the expected early ar-
rival of the IMF team
shows.

To now achieve du-
rable growth, the PML-
N has to usher in huge re-
forms in sick state units,
the energy sector, subsi-
dies, tax and tariff struc-
tures, and the bureau-
cracy to increase invest-
ment ,  product ivi ty,
sectoral growth and ex-
ports. But all our major
parties shun reforms as
they harm the elites. The
second step is the most
critical but even harder —
to develop a creative vi-
s ion  for  a  pro-poor
economy and upgrade ex-
ports via a deep study of
n iches in  the  global
economy and allow dy-
namic entrepreneurs to
enter them. But none of
our  pol i t ical  par t ies
think th is way.  Most
think that after stability,
our market will achieve
such growth itself. How-
ever, our market is as
stagnant  as our state.
Many ills, for example,
sleaze, originate in the
market whose elites cap-
ture the state for their
own good. The 2022 po-
litical change led to key
exits at  the P lanning
Commission to end a solo
effort there on crafting

such an export strategy.
The new IMF deal,

with its usual neoliberal
bent, covers such reforms,
but patchily and without
a new economic vision.
Such external reform pres-
sure must  come
proactively before a cri-
sis, when its seeds are
laid via high twin deficits
etc, to pre-empt the high
cost of the crisis. So, the
PML-N itself must de-
velop a strong reform,
growth,  equity and
sustainabil ity agenda.
However,  strong out-
comes stem from strong
strategies which come
from a strong team. One
look at the anaemic, po-
litically app-ointed, eco-
nomic and social sector
teams at the centre and in
the provin-ces shows
that du--rable growth can-
not be achieved, let alone
equity or sustainability,
without merit.

So far, the govern-
ment has failed to carry
out even basic reforms in
FBR, the energy sector
and state units, as the
PIA sale fiasco shows.
That was the failure of
not only the state but also
our market and of the
‘privat isat ion only’
neoliberal mantra that ig-
nores better restructuring
options:  management
transfer ,  independent
boards, or staff-owned
companies. Its investment
pursuit via the controver-
sial SIFC reflects a faulty
triple focus: foreign flows
but not local ones, even
for non-dollar earning
sectors; politicised flows
from big states but not re-
form-induced private
flows; and low-end sec-
tors such as mining and
corporate farming that
cause social problems.
Thus, its efforts will either
give precarious economic
stability sans growth, like
PPP during 2008-13, or
high growth that causes an-
other economic crisis. But
sustainable and equitable
growth will again remain
elusive pipe dreams.  --
Courtesy Dawn
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LAHORE: A delegation of PPP members of parliament and Mohmand Agency
Loya Jirga in a group photo with the Punjab Governor, Sardar Saleem Haider
Khan at Governor House.

KARACHI: Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tessori talks to media during
his visit to AD Ports.

KARACHI: Provincial Election Commissioner Sindh, Sharifullah, presides
over a meeting to review arrangements for the upcoming Local Bodies by-
election across the province.

MARDAN: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi meets former Chief Minister Amir
Haider Khan Hoti at his residence.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Minority Affairs
Ramesh Singh Arora presenting shield to
Ambassador of Netherlands.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah exchanges views
with UNICEF epresentative, Abdullah Fadil and UN Resident Coordinator,
Muhammad Yahya during meeting held at CM House in Karachi.

Sindh Governor sees
UAE partnership

revolutionizing
logistics in Pakistan

Punjab Governor says:

Smog is a big problem
needs to be addressed
on war footing basis

Governor Kundi, ANP
vow to address provincial

rights and challenges

KARACHI (APP): The
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori, Tuesday,
said that the partnership
between Pakistan and AD
Ports Group has led to four
major agreements poised
to revolutionize Pakistan’s
trade, transportation, and
logistics sectors.

These agreements are
expected to add billions of
rupees annually to the
national exchequer and
create over thousands of
new employment
opportunities, he shared
the insights during his visit
to AD Ports Karachi, said
a statement issued here.

The Chief Executive
Officer, AD Ports Pakistan
Khurram Aziz provided a
comprehensive briefing
while the event was
attended by UAE Consul
General Bakheet Ateeq Al-

Remeithi, the CEO AD
Ports Group Mohamed Ali
Tamimi, CEO of
International Ports Asia &
Africa Abdulaziz Balooshi,
and other officials.

Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori
expressed his delight in
visiting AD Ports, stating
that the infrastructure
upgrades supported by
Abu Dhabi Ports will
enhance Karachi Port’s
capacity. This
transformation will
position Karachi as a vital
trade hub between South
Asia, the Arab world, and
Africa.

Emphasizing the
significant role of workers
in these projects, Kamran
Khan Tessori noted that
progress on the ports
would not be possible
without the dedication of

laborers, whose efforts are
strengthening the national
economy. He stressed on
keeping the welfare of
these hardworking
individuals as a top
priority.  The governor,
responding to a media
query about Indian stance
on the Champions Trophy
2025, stated that it would
not affect the tournament.
He added that Pakistan’s
progress is hard to swallow
for its adversaries but the
Pakistan-UAE friendship,
with the support of the
Prime Minister and Army
Chief, aimed at transition
into a robust trade
relationship.

Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori
concluded his visit by
cutting a cake alongside
workers in celebration of
the UAE’s 53rd Union Day.

MARDAN (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi and leader of Awami
National Party (ANP) and
former chief minister
Ameer Haider Khan Hoti
on Tuesday vowed to
address provincial rights
and challenges.

A meeting took place
in Mardan between
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, and Ameer Haider
Khan Hoti.

The meeting focused
on the pressing issues of
the province, including the
need for a united political
front to address provincial
rights and challenges
including law and order.

Both leaders
emphasized the necessity
and effectiveness of
political party unity to
resolve the long-standing
issues facing Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, such as
maintaining peace,
equitable distribution of
resources, securing
financial rights, and
ensuring the province
receives its rightful share at

the federal level.
They cautioned that if

immediate attention is not
given to maintaining peace
in the region, the situation
could deteriorate to an
alarming extent,
potentially spreading
instability to other parts of
the country.

Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi stressed the
need for all political parties
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
unite on a common
platform to exert pressure
on the federal government
and secure the province’s
rights.

He also highlighted
the importance of a united
voice for acquiring
provincial financial
resources and development
funds.

Ameer Haider Khan
Hoti appreciated the call
for unity and
acknowledged that
cooperation among
political parties would not
only help resolve public
issues but also strengthen
the province’s political
autonomy and stability.

LAHORE (Online): A
delegation of PPP members
of parliament and
Mohmand Agency Loya
Jirga met with the Punjab
Governor, Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan here today at
Governor House Lahore.
The deteriorating smog
situation in the province
was discussed in the
meeting.

Speaking on the
occasion, Punjab
Governor, Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan said that there
is a need to solve the basic
problems faced by the
people and take practical
steps to address the
current smog situation.

He said that smog is a
big problem that needs to
be addressed on war
footing basis. Governor
Punjab said that due to
smog, business and life
have been paralyzed and

people are suffering from
diseases.

In these
circumstances, the people
cannot be left at the mercy
of smog. He said that the
Punjab government is
nowhere to be seen at this
time. Governor Punjab said
that the Punjab government
should realize the
seriousness of the situation
and ensure practical steps
to resolve it.

Governor Punjab said
that democracy was vital
to the strengthening of
institutions to bring
stability in the country. He
said that the success of
coalition government is
essential for the
development and
prosperity of the country.
Punjab Governor further
said that he was
determined to fulfill his
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

responsibilities for the
betterment of the province.

On this occasion, the
Mohmand Loya Jirga
delegation apprised the
Punjab Governor of
various problems faced by
them. The delegation told
the Punjab Governor that
they are facing difficulties
in obtaining identity cards
and passports. Punjab
Governor assured the
delegation to resolve the
problems by talking to the
NADRA Chairman and
other officials. The PPP
members of parliament
included MNA Samina
Khalid Ghurki, former
MNA Chaudhry Manzoor
Ahmed, MPA Qazi Ahmed
Saeed, senior PPP leaders
Aurangzeb Burki, Azizur
Rehman Chan and others,
while the Mohmand Loya
Jirga delegation included
Haji Sanobar Khan.

Children represent
future foundations of
strong Pakistan: CM

CM Punjab sets Dec 31
deadline for revamping

1,236 health centers

LHC wraps up petition
filed against allowing
security agencies to
record phone calls

LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
while declaring
unnecessary the
miscellaneous petition
filed against granting
permission to security
agencies to record phone
calls of citizens has
wrapped up the plea.

Chief Justice (CJ)
LHC Aalia Neelum took
up petition filed by Judicial
activism panel and others
for hearing Tuesday.

Assistant Attorney
General Rafaqat Dogar
appeared on behalf of the

government.
Challenging July 8

notification the petitioners
took plea in the petitions
that recording calls of
citizens runs contrary to
the constitution. It is
requested to court to
declare notification on
phone calls tapping null
and void.

The CJ while
declaring the petition
unnecessary and wrapping
it up remarked Justice
Farooq Haider has been
nominated for hearing such
cases.

Entry of buses,
vans banned

on BRT route
in Peshawar

PESHAWAR (APP): The
district administration has
banned the entry of buses
and vans onto the BRT
(Bus Rapid Transit) route
to address traffic-related
issues.

The decision was
made during a meeting
attended by the Deputy
Commissioner and other
officials from relevant
departments to discuss
traffic congestion and
problems related to
rickshaws and loaders in
the city.

The committee
extensively discussed
measures to tackle
Peshawar’s traffic issues
and decided to prohibit
buses and vans from
entering the BRT route.

The entry of
rickshaws has been banned
on other key roads,
including Khyber Road,
University Road from
Tehkal to Islamia College,
and main Saddar Road from
the State Bank to Balour
Plaza. These steps are part
of an effort to manage and
reduce traffic problems in
Peshawar.

54 cases
registered

against Imran,
detailed report

filed in LHC
LAHORE (Online):
Detailed report in respect
of cases registered against
PTI founder Imran Khan
has  b e e n  f i l e d  i n
L a h o r e  H i g h  C o u r t
(LHC).

State counsel Farrukh
Lodhi filed the report of
cases registered against
Imran Khan in the court.

According to report
overall 54 cases are
registered against Imran
Khan in Punjab.

As many as 21 cases
are registered against PTI
founder in Lahore, 19 in
Rawalpindi division, 1 in
Gujranwala, 7 in
Sheikhupura and 5 in
Faisalabad.

Motorway
Police SI

dies on Hazara
Expressway

PESHAWAR (APP): Sub-
inspector of motorway
police died and a constable
was critically injured when
a pickup van hit them on
Hazara Expressway on
Tuesday.

A motorway police
spokesman said the
unfortunate incident
occurred near the Chinar
Kot area on Hazara
Expressway, where the
motorway police sub-
inspector, Shabbir Ahmad,
and constable were hit by
a van when they were
providing assistance to a
stalled vehicle.

Both the police
officials were shifted to
DHQ Hospital Battagram,
from where the sub-
inspector was referred to
AMC Hospital
Abbottabad. Sub-inspector
succumbed to his injuries
at AMC Hospital.
Motorway Police have
arrested the pickup driver
for his reckless and
irresponsible driving and
shifted to the police
station.

SCO expands
IT infrastructure in
AJK: Lt. Col. Adeel

Bilal Yaseen visits Wasa,
reviews digital systems

NAB gives clean chit to
Sheikh Afzal, Hamesh in
BoP fraud case after 17yrs

Smoke emitting vehicles
will not come on roads

now: AG Punjab

ASI suspended
over corruption
FAISALABAD (APP):
The Madina Town SP has
suspended an Assistant
Sub Inspector (ASI)/Chak
Jhumra police post
incharge on charges of
corruption and taking
illegal gratification.

A police spokesman
said here on Tuesday that
City Police Officer (CPO)
Kamran Adil received
complaints that ASI Tahir
Shabbir, Incharge police
post Chak Jhumra, had
abused power and took
bribe. The CPO directed
the SP Madina Town to
probe the matter. The SP
after conducting an inquiry
suspended ASI Tahir
Shabbir while further
action is under progress.

Meanwhile, the SP
Madina Town charge-
sheeted constables
Tasadduq Murtaza and
Ghulam Abbas.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has said that
the record revamping of
health centers across the
province is nearing
completion.

In her statement on
Tuesday, she revealed that
the project to upgrade and
rehabilitate 1,236 health
centers in Punjab is
progressing rapidly.
“Dilapidated health centers
will be transformed into
makeshift clinics to ensure
access to healthcare,” she
said. CM Maryam Nawaz
set a deadline of December
31 for the completion of the
project, underscoring her
commitment to providing
the best medical facilities
to the people of Punjab.

The CM highlighted
that the revamping project
includes 286 health centers
in Central Punjab, 363 in
the North Zone, and 587
in South Punjab. She
further shared that 20
percent of health centers in
Central Punjab, 28 percent

in the North Zone, and over
25 percent in South Punjab
have already been
completed.

“The transformation
of 1,219 health centers into
family clinics is
progressing rapidly,” she
added, noting that
plastering of 772 units,
flooring of 384 units, and
finishing work on 74 units
are currently underway.

“Teams of C&W
Punjab are working
diligently to ensure the
timely completion of the
project.” She added, “We
are committed to fulfilling
our promise of providing
the best healthcare
facilities to the people.”

The CM said basic
health centers will be
transformed into modern
clinics, and emphasized
that the shortage of doctors
and staff would be
addressed. “We will
establish clinics in Punjab’s
villages that will surpass
even private hospitals in
the cities,” she added.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah on
Tuesday said that our
children represent the
future foundations of a
strong Pakistan, and their
well-being and
development must be our
collective priority.

This he said while
speaking at a UNICEF
Pakistan concert organised
to celebrate World
Children’s Day, themed
‘Listen to the Future’ at
Pakistan Arts Council.
Minister Education Sardar
Ali Shah, UNICEF
Representative Abdullah
Fadil and UN Resident
Coordinator Mohammad
Yahya, and others were
present on occasion.

Shah expressed
gratitude for the
commitment to advancing
children’s rights,
acknowledged World

Children’s Day as a vital
moment for Pakistan and
underscored the need for
continued action to ensure
every child’s right to a
bright future.

“Happy World
Children’s Day to every
child in Sindh, Pakistan and
around the globe,” Chief
Minister Murad Shah said
and emphasised that the
celebration reaffirms
Sindh’s commitment to
child rights.

He said that, in
collaboration with
UNICEF and other UN
partners, provincial
government was dedicated
to ensuring all children
receive the support they
deserve. The CM praised
the diversity represented
at the event, highlighting
how children from every
region of Pakistan embody
the nation’s unity and
strength.

LAHORE (APP): The
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) on Tuesday
cleared former Bank of
Punjab (BoP) president
Hamesh Khan and CEO of
Harris Steel Industries
Sheikh Muhammad Afzal
in the BoP fraud case after
17 years, citing a lack of
evidence. A NAB
prosecutor filed an
application before
Accountability Court
Judge Zubair Shahzad
Kiyani for the withdrawal
of the reference during the
proceedings, stating that a
recent review revealed no
substantial evidence of
corruption against the
accused. He further
submitted that the NAB

chairman had instructed
the withdrawal of the case
against the accused.
However, the BoP counsel
opposed the withdrawal,
arguing that the accused
had opened numerous fake
accounts and committed
fraud. Sheikh Afzal’s
lawyer, Muhammad Umar
Qureshi, urged the court to
officially discharge his
client from the case.
Subsequently, the court
adjourned further
proceedings until November
18.This case was originally
filed by NAB in 2008,
alleging large-scale financial
fraud involving multiple
fake accounts and
unauthorized loans totaling
billions of rupees.

MIRPUR (APP): The
Special Communications
Organization (SCO) is
rapidly expanding its
information technology
infrastructure in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) particularly in the
Mirpur division, on
Tuesday.

According to Lt. Col.
Adeel Malik, the SCO’s
Mirpur Division
Commanding Officer, the
initiative aims to improve
public services and boost
economic growth through
digital transition.

The SCO is
establishing numerous
software technology parks
and freelancing hubs across
the region, providing
training and employment
opportunities for young

people.
Currently, around 50

such centers are
operational in AJK and
Gilgit-Baltistan. Further
expansion is planned with
new facilities slated for
completion this year in
Bhimbar, Khairwal and
Mirpur city, he said.

This initiative, driven
by the vision of the Chief
of Army Staff and the
Director General of SCO
aims to empower the youth
of AJK by creating self-
sufficiency and addressing
unemployment, he further
said.

The SCO believes
that promoting the IT
sector will lead to
increased employment
opportunities in online
businesses.

LAHORE (APP):
Minister for Housing and
Urban Development Bilal
Yaseen paid a visit to the
Water and Sanitation
Agency (Wasa)
Headquarters on Tuesday
and reviewed digital
system and solarization.

The minister was
welcomed by Vice
Chairman Chaudhry
Shahbaz and Managing
Director Ghufran Ahmed.

During his visit, the
minister was given a
detailed briefing on the
agency’s various
departments, performance
and ongoing projects.

MD Ghufran Ahmed
briefed the minister on
several innovative systems
being implemented at the
Wasa, including the Digital
Complaint Management
System, Rainwater Board,
and the SCADA system,
aimed at improving
efficiency and service
delivery. Discussions also

focused on the Revenue
Dashboard, IT reforms, and
revenue collection
initiatives.Minister Bilal
Yaseen expressed his
appreciation for the IT
reforms and the
underground water tank
projects, which, he
described, as revolutionary
steps towards improving
public convenience. He
emphasized the need for
the timely completion of all
development projects
under the Wasa to ensure
better facilities for the
public.He underscored the
importance of fully
digitizing all revenue
systems to enhance
transparency and
operational efficiency.
Bilal Yaseen also signaled
an immediate push for the
implementation of
solarization projects as
part of efforts to reduce
electricity bills and
promote cost-saving
measures.

LAHORE (Online):
Advocate General (AG)
Punjab has said smoke
emitting vehicles will not
come on roads now.

The petition seeking
court’s orders for
eradication of smog came
up for hearing before
Justice Shahid Karim of
LHC Tuesday.

Justice Shahid Karim
remarked this was a big
case. Government should

have been here.
Government has done
nothing so far and I am
identifying it daily.
Government will have to
move ahead from mere
policy papers. Justice
Shahid Karim remarked
there is need to form long
term policies.  This way
things will not work. If this
time smog has come to us
in September then it will
come in August next time.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb holding a
meeting with Nicolas Galey, Ambassador of France to Pakistan, at the Finance Division in Islamabad.
The meeting was also attended by the Minister of State for Finance and Revenue, Ali Pervaiz Malik and
Chairman Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) Rashid Mahmood Langrial.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah exchanges views
with UNFPA Regional Director, Pio Smith during meeting held at CM House
in Karachi.

QUETTA: People selecting & purchasing warm cloth from roadside vendor
stall after change weather in Provincial capital.

ISLAMABAD: Workers busy in collecting green chili from a field in the
outskirt of Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui while addressing the inaugural ceremony
of the PIFD Karachi chapter.

FAISALABAD: A farmer continues traditional
practices, plowing his fields using oxen to prepare
new crops on the outskirts of the city.

Pakistan, Finland seek stronger
trade ties, explore new sectors

Dr. Khalid underscores role
of creative education in

driving economic growth

FM meets French envoy
to update on macro
economic situation

Ambassador Linulf says:

Danish Embassy, SDPI
Carbon Markets Project
to bridge knowledge gaps

Indonesian Chargé d’
Affaires encourages Pak

to export Halal meat

Pakistanis turning to
harvest opportunities in

homeland: FCCI President

Promotion of trade
activities vital to uplift

economy: SCCI

Women have vital
role in economy:

Qurratul Ain

Railways refund Rs 380m
to passengers on account

of undue delay

Cars’ sale up 46.73%
to 30,625 units during

Jul-Oct 2024

FTO appoints
LCCI President
Mian Abuzar

as Advisor
LAHORE (APP): Federal
Tax Ombudsman has
appointed President of the
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry as
Advisor to the Federal Tax
Ombudsman. This
appointment recognizes
his outstanding
contributions to the
business community and
his continuous efforts to
address their concerns.

Expressing his
gratitude for the confidence
placed in him, Mian
Abuzar Shad said, “I am
honored by the trust the
Federal Tax Ombudsman
has shown in me. I will
prioritize resolving the tax-
related issues of the
business community.” The
announcement has been
warmly welcomed by
business circles who regard
Mian Abuzar Shad as a key
advocate for their interests.
They said that his
leadership and commitment
to the business sector have
earned him recognition as a
strong voice for the
community. Industry
leaders believe that Mian
Abuzar Shad’s vast
experience and dedication
will be instrumental in
addressing the longstanding
challenges within the tax
system. They are
confident that his
involvement will help
simplify the tax processes.

Gold prices
decrease by

Rs.7,000
per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of 24 karat per
tola gold decreased by
Rs.7,000 and was sold at
Rs.270,500 on Tuesday
against its sale at
Rs.277,500, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.The
price of 10 grams of 24
karat gold also came down
by Rs.6,000 to Rs.231,911
from Rs.237,911 whereas
that of 10 gram 22 karat
gold decreased to
Rs.212,584 from
Rs.218,085. The price of
per tola silver also
decreased by Rs.50 to
Rs.3250 and ten gram silver
by Rs.42.86 to Rs.2,786.
The price of gold in the
international market.

Rupee sheds
06 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee on
Tuesday depreciated by 06
paisa against the US dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs 277.92 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 277.86.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 277.40 and Rs
278.90 respectively.

The price of Euro
decreased by Rs1.57 to
close at Rs 295.44 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
297.01, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen
remained unchanged and
closed at Rs1.80, whereas
a decline of Rs2.26 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs356.00
as compared to the last
day’s closing of Rs358.26.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal went up
by 02 and 01 paisa to close
at Rs75.66 and Rs73.98,
respectively.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Two
ships namely, Mars-Jand
Nord Master Carrying
Soyabean and Mogas,
berthed at Green Terminal
and Oil Terminal
respectively on Monday.

Meanwhile three
more ships, Xin Xiang,
Porto Kioni and Hafnia
Atlantic scheduled to
load/offload Rice, Coal
and Palm oil also arrived
at Outer Anchorage of
Port Qasim during the
last 24 hours.

Ten ships were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours,
out of them two ships,
Milha Ras Laffan left the
port on Tuesday morning
and four more ships, Ogun,
Tamre-S, Ellirea and Nord
Master are expected to sail
on today afternoon.

Cargo throughput
during last 24 hours stood
at 152,569 comprising
109,504 tonnes imports
cargo and 43,065 tonnes
expor t  cargo  was
handled  a t  t he  Por t ,
including containerized
cargo carried in 1,503
Containers (90 TEUs
Imports and 1,413 TEUs
export.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan and Finland are
moving toward a new
chapter in economic
relations following a
productive meeting
between Pakistan’s Federal
Minister for Commerce,
Jam Kamal Khan, and
Finland’s Ambassador to
Pakistan, Hannu Ripatti.

The ambassador met
with Jam Kamal Khan at
the Commerce Ministry to
discuss strategies for
expanding trade ties and
exploring untapped areas
for collaboration, said a
press release issued here on
Tuesday.

Minister Jam

welcomed Ambassador
Ripatti and reaffirmed the
Pakistani government’s
commitment to
strengthening economic
ties with Finland. “I
believe in deep
coordination with our
counterparts to enhance
trade relations,” Jam
stated, emphasizing the
importance of identifying
dormant sectors and
activating them for
economic benefit.

The minister
highlighted his vision of
tapping into unutilized
resources and expanding
into areas such as
education, information

technology, textile, health,
construction, and social
development. There is a
possibility of a
g o v e r n m e n t - l e v e l
delegation from Finland
visiting Pakistan, which
could mark a milestone for
both countries, with
expectations to solidify
agreements and increase
investment opportunities,
he added.

One of the key
initiatives discussed during
the meeting was Pakistan’s
establishment of the
National Compliance
Council (NCC), which
seeks to ensure that local
products meet

international standards.
Minister Jam Kamal

explained that the NCC
will work with provincial
and federal bodies to
“sensitize” them on the
importance of compliance,
positioning Pakistani
exports to be competitive
in international markets.
“The NCC will play a
crucial role in aligning our
products with global
quality standards,” Jam
added.

Finland’s presence in
Pakistan’s business
landscape has already
proven fruitful,  with
companies such as Nokia,
Kone.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Science and Technology,
Dr. Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui Tuesday
underscored the role of
creative education in
driving economic growth
and societal
transformation. He was
addressing the inaugural
ceremony of the Karachi
Chapter of Pakistan
Institute of Fashion and
Design (PIFD) at the
historic Mohatta Palace
Museum. The minister
highlighted the importance
of trade, fashion, and
design for Pakistan’s

future. This milestone
event celebrated PIFD’s
expansion into Karachi,
with a mission to promote
education in fashion and
design for a brighter future,
said a news release received
from Karachi.

Speaking on the
occasion, Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Hina Tayyaba Khalil
emphasized PIFD’s role in
cultivating design talent
and contributing to the
nation’s cultural and
economic landscape.

Dr. Maqbool
Siddiqui’s commitment to
advancing skill
development through

education was a central
theme, and his efforts were
pivotal in establishing the
PIFD Karachi Chapter.

The establishment of
PIFD Karachi Chapter was
made possible through the
dedicated efforts of Dr.
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
and Mohyuddin Ahmad
Wani, Federal Secretary,
Education and Professional
Training, whose vision has
been critical to this
initiative.

The PIFD Karachi
Chapter will provide
students with industry-
relevant skills, fostering
opportunities in fashion.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Tuesday
held a meeting with Mr
Nocholas Galey,
Ambassador of France to
Pakistan and shared update
on the state of the economy
and the significant
improvement manifested in
macroeconomic indicators,
who called on the Minister
at Finance Division.

During the meeting
which was also attended
by Minister of State for
Finance and Revenue Ali
Pervaiz Malik and
Chairman FBR Rashid
Mahmood Langrial, issues
of mutual interest,
including bilateral
cooperation and

collaboration in trade,
commerce and socio-
economic sectors, were
discussed, said a press
release issued here.

Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb shared with the
French Ambassador an
update on the state of the
economy and the
significant improvement
manifested in
macroeconomic indicators
during the last 14 months.

He said the
management of twin
deficits, a stable currency,
surging remittances and a
steady rise in foreign
reserves could provide
Pakistan enough room to
access the international
capital market in coming
months for enhanced
institutional flows.

SARGODHA (APP):
Sargodha Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(SCCI) President Khawaja
Yasir Qayyum on Tuesday
stressed the need for
further reforms in trade
policies to support the
growth of local industries
and remove obstacles faced
by the business
community. Talking to
APP, he also emphasised
the importance of
addressing the lack of
banking channels with
countries like Iran to
facilitate smooth and more
viable trade processes. He

also called for the inclusion
of local industries in the
Export Facilitation Scheme
(EFS), as the absence of
industrial development was
leading to increased
unemployment and social
issues among the youth.
Regional trade, transit
trade, land trade corridors,
border markets, and the
promotion of barter trade
were essential, he
observed. Discussing the
amendments to the
Petroleum Act 1934, he
highlighted the need for
involving all stakeholders
in consultations.

MULTAN (APP): The
Chargé d’Affaires of the
Indonesian Embassy, Mr.
Rahmat Hindiarta
Kusuma, visited MNS
University of Agriculture
Multan, on Tuesday.

Mr. Kusuma
expressed particular
interest in the potential of
Pakistan’s halal meat
industry, identifying it as
a promising avenue for
trade cooperation between
Pakistan and Indonesia.

Acknowledging the
rising demand for quality
halal meat in Indonesia, he
encouraged Pakistan to
expand its exports in this
sector. He noted that
Indonesia is a major
consumer of halal products
worldwide and that
Pakistan has the expertise
and resources to meet this
demand, suggesting that
strengthening trade ties
could benefit both nations.

During his visit, Mr.
Kusuma toured the
university’s state-of-the-
art laboratories, observing
advanced research in crop
genetics, tissue culture,
and crop productivity
enhancement technology.
These labs are integral to
the university’s mission to
improve crop yields,
enhance food quality, and
promote sustainable
agriculture.

He appreciated the
scientific standards of the
university and its potential
to advance agricultural
development.

He also inspected the
hydroponic unit, a modern
facility dedicated to
soilless agriculture.
Through this system,
researchers and students
are efficiently cultivating
various vegetables with
minimal water and land
usage.

LAHORE (APP):
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI)
Acting President Qurratul
Ain said on Tuesday that
women’s role in Pakistan’s
economy is vital, and their
day and night work should
prove more helpful in the
country’s development.

FPCCI has
consistently recognized
women’s role and has
provided numerous
opportunities for women
entrepreneurs, she said and
added that the FPCCI has
taken various initiatives to
facilitate women’s
economic independence

and entrepreneurship.
She expressed these

views here at a special
meeting with the newly
elected presidents of all
Women Chambers of
Commerce and Industry of
Punjab. FPCCI Vice
President Zain Iftikhar,
former Regional Chairman
Manzoorul Haq Malik,
and the Women’s
Chambers were present,
and the founding
presidents also
participated. Qurratul Ain
stated that FPCCI will be
active in the policy-making
and representation of
women entrepreneurs in
the coming days.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The sale of cars during the
first four months of the
current financial year 2024-
25 increased by 46.73
percent compared to the
same months of last year,
a recent data released by
Pakistan Automobile
Manufacturing Association
(PAMA) said.

According to the
data, as many as 30,625
cars were sold during the

months under review as
opposed to 20,871 units in
the same months of last
year.

The breakup figures
showed that 4,424 units of
Honda Civic and City were
sold during July-October
2024-25 compared to the
sale of 2,239 units during
July-October 2023-24.

Toyota Corolla and
Yaris cars sales increased
by 65.05 percent.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
refunded an amount of Rs
380 million to passengers
during a period of three
years due to late start of
trains from the originating
station. “Rs 33 million
have been refunded in
2023, Rs 269 million in
2022 and 78 million in 2021
to facilitate the passengers
following their complaints
regarding undue delay in
trains arrival/departure,”
an official in the Ministry
of Railways told APP.

He said Pakistan
Railways is taking several
steps to improve the
service of the trains and
facilitate the passengers
and in case of late running

of trains, passengers are
informed in advance
through SMS alerts.

The official said the
passengers are granted a full
refund if a train starts more
than six hours late from the
originating station. Besides
the passengers are also
provided with
complimentary meals in
the event of emergencies,
he added.

He said in case of
disruptions, passengers are
transported either by
alternative railway path or
by road service arranged by
the department.

To a question, the
official said the
transportation of goods
through Railways.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Sustainable
Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) and the
Embassy of Denmark in
Pakistan, together
launched the second phase
of the knowledge
partnership initiative titled
“Unlocking the Potential of
Carbon Markets in
Pakistan.”

The launch of project
was announced at
reception of high-level
delegates, diplomats, and
policy makers of Pakistan,
said a press release issued
here on Tuesday.

Speaking at the
inception, Ambassador of
Denmark, Jakob Linulf
said, “This partnership has
not only bridged
knowledge gaps but has
also fostered collaboration
between federal and
provincial governments,
setting a solid foundation
for a sustainable carbon
market framework in
Pakistan.”

Ambassador Linulf
further highlighted that the
commencement of the
second phase was building
on a strong foundation that
has already enhanced
Pakistan’s climate policy

framework and fostered
collaboration across public
and private sectors.

“Now, we are excited
to support the industries
and corporates, especially
the small and medium
enterprises in accessing
carbon markets, creating
new opportunities for
green growth and
resilience. Together, with
Danish and SDPI’s
expertise and the spirit of
partnership, we aim to
empower businesses to
contribute to Pakistan’s
climate goals while
capitalizing on economic
opportunities that carbon
markets present,” the
Danish Ambassador said.

The initiative
highlights both
organizations’ commitment
to promoting sustainable
economic growth through
a strengthened carbon
market framework,
particularly Denmark’s
efforts in promoting
climate action and low-
carbon development in
Pakistan.

The project’s initial
phase in 2023 successfully
laid the groundwork for
developing a carbon market
in Pakistan.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistanis migrated abroad
decades ago are now
returning to harvest the
opportunities available in
the homeland, said Rehan
Naseem Bharara, President
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI).

Addressing a 9-
member Irish trade
delegation at the FCCI, he
said that it is the third
largest chamber of Pakistan
representing the business
community of the
metropolis.

He said that
Faisalabad is known as the
Manchester of Pakistan
because of its state-of-the-
art textile sector. He said
that the number of
industrial units have
increased to 7,000 with
diversification in various
sectors of the economy. He
said that Faisalabad has one

of the largest chemical
plants while its
pharmaceutical sector was
also making phenomenal
growth. “With the help of
foreign and domestic
investment, we could
introduce latest
technologies to further
improve the quality of
different units. We need
sustainable and
en vi ro nmen t- fr iend ly
technologies to exploit the
full potential of livestock,
processing and other
segments of the economy.”

He said that
Faisalabad has well-
planned industrial units
whereas diversified units
could be established in a
hassle-free environment.
He identified the unlimited
potential of energy sector
and said, “We could
produce cheap electricity
through solar, wind and
biomass.”
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COP29 host Azerbaijan hits
out at West in defence of oil

and gas industry
Monitoring Desk

BAKU: The president of
Azerbaijan, host of this
year’s UN climate summit,
lashed out at Western crit-
ics of his country’s oil and
gas industry on Tuesday.
Speaking in his keynote
address at the COP29 cli-
mate summit, where nearly
200 nations are negotiating
global action on climate
change, President Ilham
Aliyev described his coun-
try as a victim of a “well-
orchestrated campaign of
slander and blackmail”.

Within moments, UN
Secretary General took the
stage to say that doubling
down on fossil fuels was an
absurd strategy. The oppos-
ing views underscored the
challenge at the heart of the
climate negotiations: while
nations are urged to shift to
green energy sources, many
including wealthy Western
nations continue to rely on
fossil fuels.

Azerbaijan says oil
and gas are falling as a share
of its economy as it diver-
sifies into other sectors.

“As a president of
COP29 of course, we will

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, Azerbaijan’s President
Ilham Aliyev, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and other leaders
pose for a family photo at the United Nations climate change conference,
known as COP29, in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Quetta

Israeli strikes kill 37 as
attacks intensify in central

and southern Gaza, medics say

Climate crisis worsening
already ‘hellish’ refugee

situation: UN

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: An Israeli airstrike
killed seven people late Mon-
day at a café near the south-
ern Gaza city of Khan
Younis, Palestinian medics
said, bringing the death toll
from Israeli strikes at least 37.

In central Gaza, Israeli
forces earlier on Monday
sent tanks into the Nuseirat
camp from the west, spark-
ing panic among residents
and displaced families as
advancing tanks opened fire.

Twenty people were
killed by air and ground
strikes in Nuseirat, one of
the Gaza Strip’s eight his-
toric refugee sites, over-
night and into Monday, in-
cluding some in a tent en-
campment, health officials
at Al-Awda Hospital in
Nuseirat said.

Resident Zaik
Mohammad said the tank
incursion caught residents

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Climate change
is contributing to record
numbers of people being
uprooted from their homes
globally, while worsening
the often already “hellish”
conditions of displacement,
the United Nations said on
Tuesday. With interna-
tional climate talks under-
way in Baku, the United
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) highlighted how
soaring global temperatures
and extreme weather events
are impacting displacement
numbers and conditions, as
it called for more and better
investment in mitigating the
risks.

In a fresh report,
UNHCR pointed to how
climate shocks in places like
Sudan, Somalia and
Myanmar were interacting
with conflict to push those
already in danger into even
more dire situations.

“Across our warming
world, drought, floods, life-
threatening heat and other
extreme weather events are
creating emergencies with

alarming frequency,”
UNHCR chief Filippo
Grandi said in the foreword
to the report.

“People forced to flee
their homes are on the front
lines of this crisis,” he said,
pointing out that 75 per cent
of displaced people live in
countries with high-to-ex-
treme exposure to climate-
related hazards. “As the
speed and scale of climate
change increase, this figure
will only continue to rise.”

A record 120 million
people already live forcibly
displaced by war, violence
and persecution — most of
them inside their own coun-
tries, UNHCR figures from
June showed. “Globally,
the number of people that
have been displaced by
conflict has doubled over
the last 10 years,” Andrew
Harper, UNHCR’s special
advisor on climate action,
pointed out to AFP. At the
same time, UNHCR pointed
to recent data from the Inter-
nal Displacement Monitoring
Centre indicating that
weather-related disasters have
displaced some 220 million
people inside their countries.

by surprise.
“Some people

couldn’t leave and remained
trapped inside their homes,
appealing to be allowed out,
while others rushed out
with whatever they could
carry as they fled,”
Mohammad, 25, who lives
one kilometre (half mile)
away from the targeted area,
told Reuters via a chat app.

There was no Israeli
comment on Monday’s vio-
lence. With the war in Gaza
now in its 14th month, Is-
rael is focusing its opera-
tions in the north and cen-
tre of the enclave in what it
says is a campaign to stop
Hamas from waging attacks
and regrouping.

Tens of thousands of
Palestinian residents have
been told to evacuate the
areas, fueling fears that
they may never be allowed
to return.

Hezbollah says Israel
‘unable’ to occupy

any Lebanese villages
Monitoring Desk

BEIRUT: Hezbollah said on
Monday that the Israeli
military has been incapable
of occupying even a single
village in Lebanon since
launching cross-border
ground operations six
weeks ago. Israeli troops on
September 30 began what
the military called
“localised and targeted
raids” against Hezbollah in
Lebanon’s southern border
area, a week after escalat-
ing air strikes on Hezbollah
targets in Lebanon.

“After 45 days of
bloody fighting, the enemy
is still unable to occupy a
single Lebanese village,”
Hezbollah spokesman
Mohammad Afif told a
news conference in south
Beirut, a stronghold of the
movement and a repeated
target of Israeli air raids.

Hezbollah, armed and

financed by Iran, had on
October 23 issued a similar
statement that said Israel’s
army “has not been able to
fully establish its control or
completely occupy any vil-
lage” in southern Lebanon.

Israel has said its aim is
to make its northern border
safe for the return of tens of
thousands of Israelis dis-
placed when Hezbollah more
than a year ago began cross-
border fire, which it de-
scribed as support for Hamas
Palestinian militants in Gaza.
On November 3, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told troops at the
Lebanon border that the op-
eration aimed to push
Hezbollah back over the
Litani River. He said a sec-
ond goal was to stop any at-
tempt to rearm and the third
was “to respond firmly to
any action taken against us”,
according to his office.

Sri Lankans to vote for change
in parliament poll, discarding

decades of dynastic politics
Monitoring Desk

HAMBANTOTA: Sri
Lanka votes to elect a new
parliament this week in a
snap general election called
by its Marxist-leaning
president who wants a
fresh mandate in the legis-
lature to drive economic re-
forms in the debt-ridden is-
land nation.

Anura Kumara
Dissanayake was elected
president of the South
Asian country in Septem-
ber but his National
People’s Power (NPP) coa-
lition had just three of 225
seats in parliament,
prompting him to dissolve
the legislature and seek a
fresh mandate there for his
policies. Dissanayake, an
outsider of the family par-
ties that have dominated Sri
Lankan politics for decades,
swept to power promising
change as the country
emerges from a crushing fi-
nancial crisis. Millions of
voters put faith in his graft-
fighting pledge and vows to
bolster a fragile economic
recovery.

“In past elections,
people did not have confi-
dence in us but in Septem-
ber people gave us victory
and proved that we are a
winning party and we can

form a government,”
Dissanayake said during a
campaign rally on Sunday.

“The next task is to
unite people from the four
corners of this country and
build a powerful people’s
movement.”

Sri Lankans were hit
hard by the 2022 economic
crisis, which was triggered
by a severe shortfall of for-
eign currency that added to
problems caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Buttressed by a $2.9
billion bailout programme
from the International
Monetary Fund, the
economy has posted a ten-
tative recovery, but the high
cost of living is still a criti-
cal issue for many voters.

Dissanayake aims to
change the revenue goals set
under the IMF programme
to reduce high income taxes
and free up funds to invest
in welfare for millions of Sri
Lankans hardest hit by its
financial crisis.

Investors worry that
Dissanayake’s desire to re-
visit the terms of the
country’s IMF bailout
could delay future disburse-
ments, and make it harder
for Sri Lanka to hit a crucial
primary surplus target of
2.3% of GDP in 2025.

Lebanese Red Cross members look for remains of bodies at the site of an
Israeli airstrike on the northern Lebanese town of Ain Yaaqoub, Lebanon.

Israeli airstrikes hit
Beirut suburbs

Philippine defense secretary
doesn’t expect Trump will

demand payment for protection

Trump picks
Kristi Noem
as Homeland

Security secretary
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: US
President-elect Donald
Trump has picked South
Dakota Governor Kristi
Noem to serve as the next
secretary of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security,
CNN reported on Tuesday,
citing two sources.

Noem, once seen as a
possible running mate for
Republican Trump, is cur-
rently serving her second
four-year term as South
Dakota’s governor after a
landslide re-election vic-
tory in 2022. She rose to
national prominence after
refusing to impose a state-
wide mask mandate during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

However, Noem had a
turbulent few months politi-
cally this year. She faced wide-
spread backlash in April this
year when she wrote in a
memoir that she shot to death
an “untrainable” dog that she
“hated” on her family farm.

Bangladesh asks
Interpol for help

in arresting ousted
Sheikh Hasina
Monitoring Desk

DHAKA: A special tribu-
nal in Bangladesh on Tues-
day asked the international
police organization Interpol
to issue a red notice for the
arrest of ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina in
connection with the deaths
of hundreds of protesters
during a mass uprising
against her. Hasina fled to
India on Aug. 5 with her
close aides and former min-
isters, ending a 15-year rule.

Nobel Peace laurate
Muhammad Yunus took
over as the interim leader of
the South Asian nation on
Aug. 8, and later reconsti-
tuted the tribunal that once
handled charges of crimes
against humanity.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: The Israeli mili-
tary carried out at least five
airstrikes on the Hezbollah-
controlled southern suburbs
of Beirut on Tuesday, after
Israel’s defence minister
ruled out any ceasefire in
Lebanon until Israel’s goals
had been met.Smoke rose
over Beirut as blasts shook
the capital around mid-
morning. The explosions
followed an Israeli military
warning posted on social
media identifying 12 sites in
the southern suburbs and
saying it would take action
against them soon. It warned
residents they were located
near Hezbollah facilities.

There were no imme-
diate reports of casualties

Monitoring Desk
MELBOURNE: Philippine
Defense Secretary Gilberto
Teodoro said Tuesday that
he didn’t expect President-
elect Donald Trump’s next
administration would de-
mand that the Philippines
pay more for military pro-
tection because both allies
faced the shared threat of
China.

Teodoro was speaking
at a news conference with
Australian Defense Minis-
ter Richard Marles follow-
ing an inaugural bilateral
annual meeting aimed at
improving security ties.

Asked if Trump
would expect the Philip-
pines, like Taiwan, to pay
for U.S. protection,
Teodoro replied: “I really
don’t expect some sort of a
statement from Mr.
Trump, hopefully not.”

“I really don’t have any
preconditions or any as-
sumptions as to what will be
the outcome of this adminis-

tration, except on what we
are working on — on insti-
tutional ties,” he said. “We
have an interest, both the
United States and the Phil-
ippines, in ensuring that our
partnership continues be-
cause — not totally, but prin-
cipally — ... of shared
threats. And that is undoubt-
edly the overreach and the
aggressive and illegal activi-
ties of China,” he added.

Marles said that Aus-
tralia had been confident
that regardless of the U.S.
presidential election out-
come, Australia’s alliance
with Washington would re-
main in “good shape.”

Storm blows away
from northern Philippines
leaving 82 dead but fore-
casters warn it may do a U-
turn “What we see in the
election of President
Trump and in the forma-
tion of his administration,
is an administration which
will maintain America’s role
of leadership in the world.

China military displays
upgraded Z-20 helicopter

at Zhuhai air show

Main Ghana opposition
leader tipped to win

presidential vote, poll shows

Monitoring Desk
HONG KONG: With sleek
looks mirroring the US UH-
60 Black Hawk, the Chi-
nese military’s advanced Z-
20 helicopter packs a punch
but may make its biggest
impact at sea, analysts said
as it was displayed at
China’s biggest air show in
Zhuhai on Tuesday.

The Z-20’s potential
at sea to plug gaps in the
Chinese navy’s ability to
protect itself from subma-
rines is attracting scrutiny
from regional defence at-
taches and security schol-

ars charting its evolution
after a decade of develop-
ment.

State media recently
highlighted the first armed
assault version of the heli-
copter, and on Tuesday the
military showcased the Z-
20J armed naval variant - a
key step towards a full-
blown anti-submarine plat-
form, the Z-20F.

Although China is
fielding ever-more advanced
warships as part of its
long-term military
modernisation, it struggles
to shield them.

Monitoring Desk
ACCRA: Ghana’s main
opposition leader John
Dramani Mahama looks set
to win December’s presi-
dential election, an opinion
poll showed on Monday,
placing him ahead of his
main challenger, ruling
party candidate
Muhamudu Bawumia.

Former president
Mahama, 65, and current
Vice President Bawumia,
60, are the two main con-
tenders for the Dec 7 elec-
tion to replace President
Nana Akufo-Addo, who is
stepping down in January
after two terms as head of
the gold- and cocoa-pro-
ducing nation. Eleven other
candidates are also running.

Global InfoAnalytics,
an Accra-based research
group, released poll results
on Monday that saw
Mahama winning 52%, fol-
lowed by 41.3% for
Bawumia. The poll has a
1.9% error margin.

It found that voters
were mainly concerned
abo ut  t he  eco no my,
jobs, education and in-
frastructure.

Mahama invested
heavily in infrastructure dur-
ing his 2012-17 presidency,
when he faced criticism for
power shortages and eco-
nomic instability. His gov-
ernment was also embroiled
in corruption allegations, al-
though Mahama was never
directly accused.

Andrew Harper, climate advisor for the UN refugee agency (UNHCR), looks
on during a visit to a neighborhood partially destroyed by the floods that hit
Porto Alegre, in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.

Russia and China must
counter any US attempt at
containment, Shoigu says

tion-state threat.
China’s Xi Jinping

and Putin in May pledged
a “new era” of partnership
between the two most
powerful rivals of the
United States, which they
cast as an aggressive Cold
War hegemon sowing
chaos across the world.

Russian Securi ty
Council Secretary Sergei
Shoigu told Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi in
Beijing that the strong re-
lations between Moscow
and Beijing were a
stabilising influence on the
world.

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: The key task
for Russia and China is to
counter any attempt by
the United States to con-
tain their countries, an ally
of Russian President
Vladimir Putin told
China’s foreign minister on
Tuesday.

US President-elect
Donald Trump has threat-
ened to impose steep tar-
iffs on China and other
countries, raising fears of
a trade war and the United
States casts China as its
biggest competitor and
Russia as its biggest na-

Hit-and-run attack in
southern China’s Zhuhai

kills 35, injures 43
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: A hit-and-run
attack at a sports centre
in the southern Chinese
city of Zhuhai killed 35
people and severely in-
jured 43, local police said
on Tuesday.

The incident hap-
pened at 7:48pm (1148
GMT) on Monday, when
a small off-road vehicle
was driven into a large
group of people exercis-
ing outside the sports
centre.

Zhuhai police said in
a statement that the sus-
pect, a 62-year-old man
surnamed Fan, was being
treated at a hospital after

Fresh off prison
release, former
Trump adviser

Bannon due
back in court
Monitoring Desk

NEW YORK: Steve
Bannon, a former adviser to
President-elect Donald
Trump, is due in court on
Tuesday ahead of his trial
on criminal fraud charges
over a push to fund
Trump’s signature border
wall, weeks after he was
released from prison on a
separate conviction.

Bannon, 70, is sched-
uled to stand trial starting
on Dec 9 in New York state
court in Manhattan. Pros-
ecutors say he deceived
donors who contributed
more than $15 million in
2019 to  a private
fundraising drive to build
a barrier along the US-
Mexico border.

hurting himself with a knife
in his car.

A Reuters reporter at
the scene on Tuesday
evening said people had
begun leaving wreaths,
counting 18 laid in front of
a sign for the Zhuhai
People’s Fitness Square.
Others lit candles and in-
cense. The police presence
was low.

A video, verified by
Reuters, of the scene on
Monday following the at-
tack had shown at least 20
people lying on the
ground. Cries of “terror-
ist” could be heard as am-
bulances arrived to take
the injured to hospital.

People line up to enter a Colombian presidential event to handover of thou-
sands of acres of land, once taken over by paramilitaries, as reparations for
victims of the country’s six-decade-long conflict, in Monteria, Colombia.

New Israel FM
says Palestinian

state not
‘realistic’

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Israeli For-
eign Minister Gideon Saar
on Monday (Nov 11) re-
jected the establishment of
a Palestinian state as a “re-
alistic” goal, after Palestin-
ian leader Mahmud Abbas
reiterated his commitment
to a “sovereign” country.

“I don’t think this
position is realistic today
and we must be realistic,”
the newly appointed min-
ister said in response to a
question about the creation
of a Palestinian state in ex-
change for a normalisation
of ties between Israel and
Arab countries.

Trial starts over
rape, murder of
junior doctor in
India’s Kolkata

Monitoring Desk
KOLKATA: A court in the
eastern state of West Ben-
gal began the trial on Mon-
day of a police volunteer
accused of raping and mur-
dering a doctor at a govern-
ment hospital in August, a
case that has sparked out-
rage over the lack of safety
for women in India.

The woman’s body
was found in  a class-
room at  the R.G. Kar
Medica l  Col lege  and
Ho sp i ta l  in  th e  s ta te
capital Kolkata on Aug
9, federal police said.

be a strong advocate for green
transition, and we are doing
it. But at the same time, we
must be realistic,” said
Aliyev, who has labelled his
country’s oil and gas re-
sources a “gift from god”.

“Countries should not
be blamed for having them,
and should not be blamed
for bringing these resources
to the market, because the
market needs them. The
people need them.”

He singled out the
United States, the world’s
largest historic carbon emit-
ter, and the European Union
for particular criticism.

“ U n f o r t u n a t e l y,
double standards, a habit to
lecture other countries, and
political hypocrisy became
kind of modus operandi for
some politicians, state-con-
trolled NGOs and fake
news media in some West-
ern countries,” he said.

The United States is
the world’s largest oil and
gas producer. European
countries, meanwhile, have
some of the world’s strict-
est targets to cut emissions
by 2030 - but have also
raced to secure new gas

Afghan Taliban
eye aid at their

first UN
climate talks
Monitoring Desk

BAKU: The first Afghan
official to attend UN cli-
mate talks since the Taliban
came to power has said that
his country hopes to ben-
efit from a global finance
deal under negotiation at
COP29 in Baku. Heading a
three-person team, former
Taliban negotiator Matiul
Haq Khalis stood out in the
bustling halls of the confer-
ence in Azerbaijan’s capital
where delegates from nearly
200 countries began two
weeks of talks, on Monday.

The Taliban-led gov-
ernment, which is not in-
ternationally recognised,
tried and failed to attend the
previous COP.

from the latest strikes. Resi-
dents have largely fled the
southern suburbs since Is-
rael began bombing the area
in September.

In Israel, air raid si-
rens sounded in parts of the
north, sending residents
running for shelter, and the
military said a number of
“suspicious aerial targets”
were launched from Leba-
non. There were no reports
of injuries. Ignited by the
Gaza war, the conflict at
the Lebanese-Israeli bor-
der had been rumbling on
for a year before Israel went
on the offensive in Sep-
tember, pounding wide ar-
eas of Lebanon with
airstrikes and sending
troops into the south.

supplies following Russia’s
2022 full-scale invasion of
Ukraine.

Observers of the
COP29 negotiations were
divided on how to take
Aliyev’s surly speech.
Some said it did not bode
well for a strong result from
the two-week summit.

“Using a climate con-
ference to promote the con-
tinued production and use
of fossil fuels is ... provoca-
tive, and deeply disrespect-
ful to the countries on the
frontline of climate im-
pacts,” said Romain
Ioualalen, global policy lead
at campaign group Oil
Change International.

The tension also re-
flected mistrust between
rich and developing nations,
many of whom feel that
wealthy countries have not
done enough to solve a
problem that they created.

“Developed coun-
tries have not only ne-
glected their historical
duty to reduce emissions,
they are doubling down on
f o s s i l - f u e l - d r i v e n
growth,” said climate ac-
tivist Harjeet Singh.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, chaired the meeting of the Economic
Coordination Committee (ECC) at the Finance Division.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with
President PML (Q) Chaudhary Shujaat Hussain at his residence.

BAKU: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif meets Prime Minister of the United King-
dom Sir Keir Starmer on the sidelines of COP-29
Climate Action Summit.

QUETTA: Direrctor General Public Relations Balochistan Muhammad Noor Khetran presiding over meeting of Officers and Section Incharges.

LAHORE: A blanket of smog envelope the Provin-
cial Capital.

BAKU: Federal Minister for Petroleum, Dr.
Musadik Malik visits the Pakistan pavilion at the
COP29 Global Climate Summit.

ECC approves Rs. 16.995 bn for
Technical Supplementary Grant

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of
the Cabinet on Tuesday
approved a summary sub-
mitted by the Ministry of
Communications amount-
ing to Rs.16.995 billion for
Technical Supplementary
Grant.

The ECC considered
and approved a summary
submitted by the Ministry
of Communications (Postal
Services Wing) for a Tech-
nical Supplementary Grant
(TSG) amounting to
Rs.16.995 billion for clear-
ing of verified pending li-
abilities of companies/
agency partners of Pakistan
Post Office Department,
said a press release issued
here.

Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue, Sena-
tor Muhammad
Aurangzeb, chaired a meet-
ing of the Economic Coor-
dination Committee (ECC)
of the Cabinet held at Fi-
nance Division.

The meeting was at-
tended by Rana Tanveer
Hussain, Minister for In-
dustries and Production;
Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan

Leghari, Minister for
Power; Jam Kamal Khan,
Minister for Commerce; Ali
Pervaiz Malik, Minister of
State for Finance and Rev-
enue; Governor, State Bank
of Pakistan; Chairman
FBR, Federal Secretaries,
and senior officers from
ministries concerned and
departments.

The ECC also consid-
ered and approved a sum-
mary submitted by the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan for a TSG of Rs. 1.317
billion in connection with
Local Government (bye-
elections) in Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan and Local Gov-
ernment elections in
Islamabad (ICT) & Punjab
province during FY 2024-
25.

The ECC also took up
five separate summaries
submitted by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) as
part of the FBR

Transformation Plan
earlier approved by the
Prime Minister.

The subject matters
covered under the summa-
ries included the following
five key areas for enhanc-

ing FBR’s Operational Ex-
pertise and Organizational
Capacities, Performance
Management Regime for
FBR Officers and Capac-
ity Building Program for
FBR Officers and also
Anti-Smuggling Measures
under FBR Transformation
Plan and Mobility and Tran-
sit Accommodation Ar-
rangements for FBR Offic-
ers.

The ECC had a de-
tailed discussion on all five
proposals submitted by the
FBR and accorded them a
principled approval with
the proviso that a third-
party impact evaluation
of the processes and
KPIs proposed under the
proposals would be con-
ducted before the next fi-
nancial budget, while a
similar impact evaluation
of the outcomes in line
with the KPIs to  be
drawn up under the pro-
posals, would be carried
out at the end of calendar
year 2025 to see the merit
of the entire exercise and its
impact on the overall goal
of enhanced revenue genera-
tion and resource mobiliza-
tion.

OIC, Arab League, & African Union
strengthen cooperation to support

Palestinian cause at Riyadh Summit
RIYADH (APP): The Or-
ganization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC), the League
of Arab States, and the Af-
rican Union Commission
signed a landmark document
on the sidelines of the Ex-
traordinary Arab and Is-
lamic Summit in Riyadh,
pledging to intensify joint
efforts in support of the
Palestinian cause.

This strategic agree-
ment marks a renewed com-
mitment among the three
regional organizations to
enhance collaboration in
advocating for Palestinian
rights and addressing ongo-
ing regional challenges.

Saudi Arabia’s Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs,
Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin
Abdullah, and high-ranking
representatives from Arab

and Islamic countries wit-
nessed the signing cer-
emony. The event under-
scored the unified stance of
the Arab, Islamic, and Afri-
can communities in advo-
cating for a peaceful reso-
lution to the Palestinian-Is-
raeli conflict, a cause that
remains central to regional
stability and collective se-
curity. The new coopera-
tion framework is intended
align the efforts of the OIC,
Arab League, and African
Union to increase diplo-
matic and humanitarian
support for Palestine. By
combining resources and
coordinating strategies, the
three organizations seek to
address the escalating hu-
manitarian crisis and ongo-
ing rights violations faced
by Palestinians. Key objec-

tives of this agreement in-
clude diplomatic engage-
ment with the international
community, pushing for a
two-state solution, and
mobilizing support for Pal-
estine at the United Na-
tions and other global fo-
rums. Prince Faisal praised
the partnership, highlight-
ing Saudi Arabia’s
longstanding commitment
to the Palestinian cause and
the Kingdom’s efforts to
bring regional and interna-
tional actors together in a
unified response. He em-
phasized that the Riyadh
summit served as an essen-
tial platform for Arab and
Islamic leaders to voice their
solidarity with Palestine
and reaffirm their collective
commitment to peace and
justice in the region.

PCB tells ICC hybrid
model not acceptable
for Champions Trophy

PM, Danish counterpart agree on
enhanced bilateral cooperation

on climate change

LAHORE (INP) - Follow-
ing government instruc-
tions, the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) has taken a
firm stance on hosting the
Champions Trophy in Pa-
kistan.  According to sources,
the PCB, under government
directives, has sent a letter
to the International Cricket
Council (ICC), informing
them of the Pakistan
government’s strong position
on the matter.

The letter also re-
quested clarification from
the ICC regarding India’s
refusal to travel to Pakistan,
asking for solid reasons be-
hind their stance.

The sources further
revealed that the PCB had
made it clear in the letter
that the Champions Tro-
phy would be held in Paki-
stan, and that the hybrid

model (which involves
splitting the tournament
between multiple coun-
tries) would not be ac-
cepted.  The PCB ques-
tioned why India was re-
fusing to travel to Pakistan
while other teams were will-
ing. The letter also stated
that the Champions Tro-
phy could still be held
without India, with another
team invited to replace
them if necessary.

According to sources,
the government gave
“policy guidelines to the
PCB regarding India.”
They said that the PCB
would involve the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
requesting the governing
body to ask India to give con-
crete reasons for the refusal
of the Board of Control of
Cricket in India (BCCI).

BAKU (APP):Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and Prime Minister
of Denmark Mette
Frederiksen on Tuesday
agreed on the need to en-
hance bilateral cooperation
as well as build global con-
sensus on the key climate
change priorities so that the
planet could be saved from
the harmful impact of cli-
mate change.

During a meeting on
the sidelines of the COP 29,
both sides discussed bilat-
eral cooperation between
Pakistan and Denmark in
political, trade and invest-
ment, agriculture, informa-

tion technology and climate
change with special empha-
sis on the areas of green tran-
sition and infrastructural
development, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release. Referring to 75
years of diplomatic rela-
tions between Pakistan and
Denmark this year, the
prime minister stressed on
the need to expand eco-
nomic ties through collabo-
rative partnerships. The
Danish premier conveyed
their willingness to work
with Pakistan for further
bolstering bilateral eco-
nomic ties and addressing
regional and global issues.

Public Accounts Committee 
meets, reviews appropriation 

of Accounts for 2021-22

Tarar calls on Country
Representative UNODC

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Saleem Khosa
and Mir Shoaib Nausherwani meeting with Gover-
nor Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

Process of reforms continues in Education Dept 

475 administrative posts
created for Headmasters

& Headmistresses 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The process of
reforms is continued in the
Education Department
(Schools) right under the
leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Min-
ister for Education, Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani and
Secretary School Educa-
tion, Saleh Muhammad
Nasar.

In all 475 administra-
tive posts have been created
by the School Education
Department for the Head-

masters and Headmis-
tresses.

The same has been ex-
tended to the Balochistan
Public Service Commission
for making recruitments in
the transparent manner so
as to make recruitment of
the able teachers possible
and then bring improve-
ment in education sector.

It may be mentioned
here there would be revolu-
tion in the school education
system by filing  the new
vacancies.

CM greets Shoaib Zehri 
on winning international 

boxing fight in Oman 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has greeted
the Pakistani boxer, Shoaib
Khan Zehri, belonging to
Balochistan on his win in
an international boxing
competition held in
Muscut, Oman.

In a felicitation mes-
sage issued here on Tues-
day, the Chief Minister
said that there’s no dearth
of talent in youth of the
province and they have
given practical proof of the
same with their perfor-
mance during last many
years.

The Chief Minister
also said that the continu-
ous victory of youth of the
province in the sports arena
that they are blessed with
the great potential and abil-
ity.

He said that the pro-
vincial government would
ensure it anyway that the
talent of youth of the prov-
ince be polished further. We
would also ensure to pro-
vide such a platform to
youth so as polish their hid-
den talent. 

He assured that the
provincial government
would encourage all the
players wholeheartedly.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC)
met with the Finance De-
partment here at the com-
mittee room of provincial
assembly on Tuesday.

The Chairman PAC L,
Asghar Ali Tareen presided
over the meeting. Those
who were present in the
meeting were included:
Zabid Ali Reki, Fazal Qadir
Mandokhail, Rehmat Saleh
Baloch, Secretary Assem-
bly, Tahir Shah Kakar, Sec-
retary Finance, Babar
Saleem, Director General
Audit, Shuja Ali, Accoun-
tant General, Nasrullah Jan,
Additional Secretary, PAC,
Siraj Lehri, Additional Sec-

retary Law, Saeed Iqbal,
Director General Finance,
Saifullah Mengal and Chief
Accounts Officer PAC,
Syed Muhammad Idrees. 

The committee re-
viewed the accounts appro-
priation for the financial
year 2021-22.

It was mentioned  that
a huge amount was allocated
in the budget, in which Rs.
1400 million were not used
timely. 

The committee
termed it insufficient bud-
get making and weakness of
the department.

The members of PAC
said that it is an unfair not
to utilize such a huge
amount timely. 

Implementation of Balochistan
RTI Act, 2021 urged

QUETTA (APP): Pakistan
Information Commission,
the Information Depart-
ment of Balochistan and
Centre for Peace and De-
velopment Initiatives
(CPDI) on Tuesday jointly
conducted a one-day dia-
logue on the implementa-
tion of the Balochistan
Right to Know (RTI) Act,
2021.  The event brought
together a diverse audience
from civil society, academia,
media, and government of-
ficials, who collectively ad-
vocated for the immediate
establishment of the
Balochistan Information
Commission and the ap-
pointment of PIOs.

Participants empha-
sized the need to follow the
examples set by federal and

other provinces such as
Punjab, KP, and Sindh,
which have enacted RTI
laws and established func-
tioning commissions. This
initiative was supported by
the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation.

Moonus Kayinat
Zahra, Project Manager at
CPDI, emphasized the im-
portance of today’s gather-
ing to advocate for the
implementation of RTI Act.
She highlighted the need to
identify delays and recom-
mend actionable steps for
effective implementation.

Zahra noted that en-
acting the RTI Act would
significantly reduce corrup-
tion in the province, a con-
cern echoed in local reports
and by international orga-

nizations such as Amnesty
International. She urged
Balochistan to follow the
lead of other provinces that
have established informa-
tion commissions, thereby
enhancing governance
through the viable imple-
mentation of RTI laws ulti-
mately reducing corruption.

Furthermore, the
event featured prominent
speakers including Jabbar
Ali Advocate, Shoaib
Ahmad Siddiqui (CIC Pa-
kistan Information Com-
mission), Justice Ijaz Awan
(Information Commission
of Pakistan), Mehboob
Qadir Shah (former Infor-
mation Commissioner
Punjab), and Agha
Mahmood (head of
HRCP).

CDWP approves
seven projects

worth Rs559.766b

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Law
and Justice, Azam Nazeer
Tarar met with Troels
Vester, the Country Rep-
resentative for the United
Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) in
Pakistan to discuss ex-
panded collaboration on
justice reforms and emerg-
ing areas such as environ-
mental crimes.

Both the parties’
shared commitment to ad-
vancing legal and environ-
mental initiatives in Paki-
stan. A key focus of the dis-
cussion was the Case As-
signment and Management
System (CAMS), a col-
laborative project between
the Ministry of Law and
Justice and UNODC.

CAMS aims to tran-
sition case management
from traditional methods to
a digital system, enhancing
real-time case tracking and
improving the efficiency
and performance of legal
professionals.

To date, the Ministry
has completed training for

six batches of focal persons
across federal ministries.
CAMS is currently under-
going testing and a security
audit by the National Tele-
communication and Infor-
mation Security Board
(NTISB). UNODC has
provided critical infrastruc-
ture support, including
servers and computers, and
remains actively involved
in addressing technical is-
sues.

In addition to CAMS,
Mr. Vester identified poten-
tial new areas for collabo-
ration, including climate
change and environmental
crime prevention. Mr. Tarar
highlighted the importance
of strengthening the capac-
ity of prosecutors and wel-
comed UNODC’s support
in this area. Mr. Vester pro-
posed a joint initiative to
identify factors contribut-
ing to low conviction rates
in Pakistan and explore
models for improvement.
The Minister also briefed
Mr. Vester on recent
amendments to the Crimi-
nal Procedure Code.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives (PD&SI)/Deputy
Chairman of the Planning
Commission Professor
Ahsan Iqbal on Tuesday
chaired a meeting of the
Central Development
Working Party (CDWP)
that approved seven devel-
opment projects worth of
Rs559.766 billion.

“Out of these, three
projects worth Rs8.23 bil-
lion have been approved by
the CDWP forum, while it
recommended four projects
worth Rs551.536 billion to
the Executive Committee
of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) for con-
sideration,” a news release
said. The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary Plan-
ning Awais Manzur Sumra,
Additional Secretary Plan-

ning, Members of the Plan-
ning Commission, as well
as Federal Secretaries, rep-
resentatives from Federal
Ministries and Provincial
Governments. The forum
approved a project namely
“Improvement of Maternal
and Child Health Equip-
ment in Flood-affected and
Surrounding Areas in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa”
worth Rs3147.497 million.

However, it recom-
mended a health sector
project “Prime Minister’s
Programme for the Elimina-
tion of Hepatitis C Infec-
tion” worth Rs 67.77 billion
to ECNEC for further con-
sideration.  The project is
designed with a 51% federal
share and a 49% provincial
share, aiming to screen, test,
and treat 50% of the eligible
population (82.5 million in-
dividuals aged 12.

RTA bans
unregistered

auto rickshaws
& motorcycles

Independent Report
QUETTA: Commissioner
and Chairman Regional
Transport Authority
Quetta Division has pro-
hibited the entry and sale
of new unregistered auto
rickshaws and motorcycle
trailers within Quetta city
limits. This decision aims
to control the rising num-
ber of illegal vehicles caus-
ing traffic congestion and
jams.

PTI founder
booked in 54

cases in Punjab,
LHC told

LAHORE (INP):  The
Punjab government has
provided the High Court
with information regarding
the FIRs registered against
the founder of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in
different districts of prov-
ince. Farrukh Lodhi, a law-
yer for the Punjab govern-
ment, presented the report
in the Lahore high court.

The report indicates
that a total of 54 FIRs are
registered against PTI
founder Imran Khan across
various districts in Punjab.

The breakdown of
cases against the former
prime minister include 21
cases in Lahore, 19 in
Rawalpindi, seven in
Sheikhupura, five in
Faisalabad, and one in
Gujranwala.

Earlier on November
8, an anti-terrorism court
(ATC) in Lahore granted
bail to Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan in four May 9 cases.

As per details, the
ATC judge Arshad Javed
took up the bail pleas and
after hearing arguments
from both the sides ap-
proved the pleas filed by
the former Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

Bilawal forms
legislative

committee for
parliamentary

affairs
KARACHI (INP):  Chair-
man Pakistan People’s
Party Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has formed a legis-
lative committee for parlia-
mentary affairs.

According to the
statement issued by
Bilawal House Media Cell
in Karachi on Tuesday, the
legislative committee in-
cludes seven members of
parliament including sena-
tors and MNAs.

The committee mem-
bers include Syed Naveed
Qamar, Sherry Rehman,
Farooq H. Naik, Shahada
Hussain Awan, Shazia
Murri, Tariq Shah Jamot
and Barrister Zameer
Ghamro.

Zafar predicts
Imran’s early

release
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Barrister Ali Zafar, a cen-
tral leader of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), ex-
pressed confidence that
Imran Khan, the party’s
leader and former prime
minister, would be released
from jail soon.

Speaking to a private
TV channel program, Zafar
highlighted that legally,
Khan’s cases had effec-
tively come to an end, and
there was no legitimate rea-
son for his continued deten-
tion.

According to Zafar,
the remaining hurdles
were political, not legal,
and he argued that Khan’s
release was a matter of
when, not if.

Fawad tenders
apology in ECP
contempt case

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former Federal Minister,
Fawad Chaudhary apolo-
gized to the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
after facing accusations of
making contemptuous re-
marks against the commis-
sion during a media interac-
tion on January 24, 2023.

A three-member
bench, headed by Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan
Raja, heard the contempt
case filed against former
Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhary by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP).

The former minister
stated that he had already
apologized in two cases but
was still facing charges in
the Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC).


