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A view of Special Parliamentary Committee meeting held in Islamabad

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti enquiring about health of a injured
of Dukki incident at Trauma Center. Provincial
Ministers are also present

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti talking with mediamen after visiting Trauma
Center. Provincial Ministers are also present

Will pull out terrorism from its roots

We are committed to tackling
terrorism head-on with full

support of security forces: CM
If my resignation would lead to a reduction in terrorism,

 I would not hesitate to step down, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
Independent Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, has expressed his unwavering commitment to root-
ing out terrorism in the province, stating that if his resig-
nation would end terrorist activities, he would not hesi-
tate to step down.

Addressing the media during his visit to the trauma
center at Civil Hospital Quetta to inquire about the in-
jured, Bugti reiterated the government’s determination to
eliminate terrorism. “We will pull out terrorism from its
roots,” he declared, emphasizing that the province faces
significant challenges. A task force and think tank have
been established to devise effective counter-terrorism
strategies.

The CM revealed that six terrorists were killed in
retaliation for the martyrdom of Deputy Commissioner
Panjgur, Zakir Baloch, and acknowledged the federal
government’s full cooperation with the provincial admin-
istration.

Flanked by provincial ministers Mir Zahoor Buledi,

Mir Sadiq Umrani, Mir Saleem Khosa, Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, Haji Ali Madad Jatak, and Inspector General of
Police, Moazzam Jah Ansari, Bugti condemned the re-
cent attack in Dukki, where innocent laborers were bru-
tally killed. He noted that Balochistan, with over 30,000
workers employed across 400 mines, is vast and requires
increased vigilance.

An apex committee meeting has been scheduled for
October 15 to assess shortcomings and formulate key
decisions against terrorism. Bugti criticized past leniency
towards terrorists, stressing the need to correct mistakes
to ensure public safety.

Discussing healthcare issues, Bugti acknowledged the
sector’s challenges and announced strict orders to ensure
the availability of medicines in all hospitals.

On the topic of modern technology, Bugti raised con-
cerns about terrorists using 4G internet services while
questioning whether the intelligence agencies have ad-
equate access to such technologies.

Continued on page 2

Deadlock persists as constitutional
amendment drafts reviewed in committee
JUI-F refuses to back government on constitutional amendments,

opts to draft with PPP; PTI seeks founder’s input

CM inquires about health
of injured labourers of

Duki terrorism

Pakistan to host
SCO meet from

Oct 15-16 in
Islamabad

PM visits Jinnah Convention
Center to review preparations
for upcoming SCO Summit

Judiciary is facilitator of Imran Khan:

Full force of state will
be used to foil PTI
agenda of chaos:
Defence Minister

Financial assistance of
Rs. 1 million provided by
CM to injured labourers

Nawab Ayaz Jogezai condemns
brutal killing of labourers, says
Duki incident not first of its kind

7th Pakistan-KSA bilateral
Defence Industrial

Forum held at Riyadh
RAWALPINDI (APP): The 7th meeting of Pakistan-KSA
Bilateral Defence Industrial Forum was held at Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) on October 10th 24,
where Pakistan tri services delegation was led by Chief
of General Staff (CGS), Lieutenant General Muhammad
Avais Dastgir, whereas, Assistant Defence Minister, Engr
Talal Bin Abdullah Al Otaibi  led the Saudi Arabian side.

Bilawal Bhutto says
Fed. constitutional

court dream
of Quaid-e-Azam

ISLAMABAD (Online):
PPP chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari  has said
establishment of federal
constitutional court was
dream of Quaid-e-Azam.

“Quaid-e-Azam  pre-
sented the proposal of fed-
eral constitutional court
first of all.  He presented
the details of federal con-
stitutional court on Octo-
ber 27, 1931 in Round
Table Conference.  The pro-
posal of Quaid-e-Azam re-
sembles with the proposal
presented by PPP, he said
this in a statement issued
here Saturday.

He stated Quaid-e-
Azam  gave proposals for
establishment of federal
constitutional court for the
protection of rights of fun-
damental rights of the citi-
zens, Supreme Court for
filing appeal against  deci-
sions of high courts and one
court to hear  appeal  in
criminal cases.

Quaid-e-Azam said any
question which relates to
federal constitution or it
arises from constitution
should go to the federal
court, he added.

Pakistan, US Navy conducted
bilateral exercise in Arabian Sea

Armed clash
between two

tribes in district
Kurram claims

11 lives
PESHAWAR (Online):
An armed clash be-
tween two tribes in
district Kurram has
claimed 11 lives while
6 persons are reported
to have been injured.

Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC)  Javed
Ullah Mehsud told
the media firing inci-
dent took place in
Kanj Alizai area. The
injured have been
shifted to hospitals.

According to police
contingents of police
and security forces
have reached the
area.  The investiga-
tion into firing  inci-
dent is underway.

DC  said steps are
being taken to make
the passages safe be-
sides  bringing the
situation to normalcy.

MQM-P presented
demands before
PM to support
constitutional
amendments

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
presented its demands be-
fore Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif to support
the constitutional amend-
ments.

In a meeting with the
prime minister, the MQM-
P’s high-level delegation
sought empowered local
bodies across the country
in favour of supporting the
government’s constitu-
tional amendments, the
sources added.

“The MQM-P asked
the government to also
amend Article 140-A of the
Constitution that pertains
to local bodies,” the sources
added.

The MQM-P pre-
sented a draft proposal to
the prime minister and de-
manded that the same
should also be made part of
the government’s constitu-
tional amendments.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan will host the twenty-
third meeting of the Coun-
cil of the Heads of Govern-
ment (CHG) of the Mem-
ber States of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) from 15 to 16 Octo-
ber in Islamabad.

“In his capacity as the
current Chair of the CHG,
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif will preside over the
upcoming CHG meeting,”
Foreign Office Spokesper-
son said in a press state-
ment.

SCO member States
will be represented by the
Prime Ministers of China,
Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan
as well as the First Vice

President of Iran and Exter-
nal Affairs Minister of In-
dia.

Prime Minister of
Mongolia (Observer State)
and Deputy Chairman of
the Cabinet of Ministers
and Foreign Ministers of
Turkmenistan (Special
Guest) will also participate
in the meeting.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will also
hold important bilateral
meetings with visit ing
heads of delegation on the
sidelines of the meeting.

The CHG meeting will
discuss ongoing coopera-
tion in the fields of
economy, trade, environ-
ment, socio-cultural link-
ages and review the per-
formance of the Organi-
zation.

ISLAMABAD (APP):Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday visited Jinnah Convention
Center to review arrangements for the upcoming Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Council of Heads
of Government in Islamabad scheduled for October 15-
16.

On the occasion, the prime minister was briefed by
the Chairman Capital Development Authority (CDA)
and officials of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press release.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Minister for Planning and Devel-
opment Ahsan Iqbal, Minister for Information and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar and other relevant authorities also
accompanied the prime minister.

The prime minister expressed his satisfaction over
the preparations made for the SCO meeting.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The immediate
financial assistance of Rs.
1 million was provided to
five injured labourers by the
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti here on Saturday.

The labourers who
were injured in the terror-
ists attack in Duki were
provided Rs. 0.2 million
each as announced by the
Chief Minister.

It may be mentioned
here that the Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti an-
nounced to provide finan-
cial assistance to the victims
of terrorism personally
during his visit to the
Trauma Center the same
day.

In it’s backdrop, the

injured labourers were pro-
vided Rs. 1 million i.e.,  0.2
million each for all the five
labourers admitted in the
trauma center.

Needless to mention
here is that the financial as-
sistance was provided to
the injured labourers within
one hour of the announce-
ment made by Chief Min-
ister.

The financial assistance
provided by the Chief Min-
ister is in addition to the
government’s financial
compensation to be pro-
vided to the injured
labourers.

On this, the injured
labourers and their families
thanked the Chief Minister
on this gesture of kindness.

KARACHI (PR): US Navy Ship USS O’ Kane visited
Karachi and participated in a bilateral exercise at North
Arabian sea with Pakistan Navy Ship BABUR.

The exercise was aimed to enhance interoperability
and demonstrate PN-USN resolve towards regional mari-
time peace. During the visit, Commanding Officer of USS
O’ Kane met Commander Pakistan Fleet Rear Admiral
Abdul Munib to  discuss mat ters pertaining to
interoperability of both Navies and tactical proficiency
in Maritime Operations.

The visit and bilateral exercise reflect Pakistan Navy’s
commitment towards regional peace, stability and mari-
time order in collaboration with seasoned global partners.
These collaborations have proved befitting in countering
menace of terrorism, piracy, narcotics and human traf-
ficking in the region and beyond.

Visit of US Navy Ship to Pakistan is a manifestation
of deep rooted bilateral ties between both navies in gen-
eral and nations in particular.

SIALKOT (Online): De-
fence minister Khawaja
Asif has said judiciary is
facilitator of PTI founder
Imran Khan  and it should
take notice of PTI October
15 protest call.

“ judiciary has pro-
vided all facilities to PTI
founder but judiciary is si-
lent over the role of PTI
founder against integrity of
the country.  The judiciary
should take  notice of PTI
October 15 protest call.
Conflict is running between
PTI founder and state of
Pakistan. We stand with
Pakistan in this critical
time, he said this while ad-
dressing a press conference
here Saturday.

He held PTI never con-
demned terrorism.

PTI founder provided
material for the destruction
of Pakistan.  PTI is follow-
ing enemy agenda.  PTI is
not desisting from creating
chaos. They want release of
PTI founder by blackmail-

ing state.
It is their mindset if PTI

founder is not then there is
nothing else.

Suo motu notice is
taken on breathing, he said
adding as to why the court
did not take suo  motu no-
tice on recent protest of
PTI.

APP adds: Federal
Minister for Defence
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
said that the PTI founder
had always prioritized his
interests over national in-
terests and the party
wanted to block the path
of Pakistan’s development.

Addressing a press con-
ference at his residence in
Sialkot Cantt, he said when
the heads of 16, 17 coun-
tries of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO)
are coming to Pakistan, the
PTI founder has given a call
for protest, however, he
warned that the country’s
interests will be protected
at any cost.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti visited the Trauma
Center, Civil Sandeman
Provincial Headquarter
Hospital here on Saturday
evening.

During the visit, Chief
Minister inquired about the
health of labourers injured
in the incident of terrorism
in Duki on Thursday night.

He prayed for the early
recovery of the injured
labourers and expressed
best wishes for them.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Health,  Bakht
Muhammad Kakar and
Managing Director Trauma
Center, Dr Arbab Kamran
Kasi briefed the Chief Min-
ister about the situation and
medical services being pro-
vided to the injured.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed satisfaction over
treatment of the injured

labourers.
He assured that finan-

cial compensation would be
given to the victims besides
providing them the neces-
sary treatment to the injured
at the government level.

Also present on the
occasion were the provin-
cial ministers Mir Sadiq
Umrani, Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi, Mir Saleem Khosa,
Ali Madad Jatak, Inspec-
tor General of police, Sec-
retary and Director General
Health besides other con-
cerned officials.

It may be mentioned
here that some 21 labourers
were killed and seven in-
jured in the terrorists attack
at the coal mines in Duki.

The incident of terror-
ism was widely condemned
by the provincial ministers
and all other segments of
the society including the
political, social and religious
leaders and parties.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The senior
leader of Pashtoonkhaw
Milli Awami Party
(PkMAP) and the
Convenor of Pashtoon
Qaumi Jirgah, Nawab Ayaz
Khan Jogezai has strongly
condemned the brutal kill-
ing of coal mine labourers
in terrorists attack in Duki.

Nawab Ayaz Jogezai
was addressing press con-
ference along with other
party leaders here at the
Quetta Press Club on Sat-
urday.

He said that 21
labourers were martyred
and seven others injured in
the tragic incident of Duki.

He said that the Duki
incident is not the first and
not the last, while such in-
cidents are increasing with
every passing day.

He regretfully pointed

out that there is rise in such
attacks in different areas and
happening of the same is a
matter of great concern.

He said that Pakistan is
an atomic power and has
strong military.

He said that we borrow
loans and then celebrate it.

Nawab Ayaz Jogezai
charged that small nation-
alities are being exploited in
the country for 76 years.

He said that the loans
are taken for the whole
country but the same are
utilized only in one prov-
ince.

As a result, our people
are forced to lead miserable
life and our children are not
safe even, he added.

The eminent tribal per-
sonality on the occasion
said that it has become hard
for us to lead life in the
country.

Monitoring Desk
I S L A M A B A D :
Government’s efforts to
gain opposition’s support
for the 26th Constitutional
Amendment remained
stalled as another meeting
of political parties in par-
liament ended without a
consensus on Saturday.

The special parliamen-
tary committee, chaired by
Syed Khurshid Shah of
PPP, reviewed various draft

proposals from the govern-
ment, Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam (JUI-F), and the
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM).

During the meeting, the
government presented its
proposed constitutional
amendment draft, while
JUI-F submitted a 24-point
document. MQM also
shared its recommenda-
tions. The proposed con-
stitutional draft comprises

28 pages and suggests 56
amendments.

A sub-committee has
been formed to review the
constitutional drafts sub-
mitted by both the govern-
ment and opposition par-
ties. This sub-committee
will evaluate the documents
and provide its recommen-
dations to the main parlia-
mentary committee.

The sub-committee in-

During the meeting, the CGS affirmed Pakistan’s con-
tinuing support towards capacity building of Royal Saudi
Defence Forces, an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

The dignitary from the KSA acknowledged Pakistan’s
achievements and sacrifices in war against terrorism and
its valuable contributions towards regional peace and sta-
bility.

The forum discussed challenges to global and regional
security and their implications on Defence Forces.

Continued on page 2
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DUSHANBE: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashhood
Ahmed Khan interacting with the Pakistani diaspora at, Tajikistan.

USTA MUHAMMAD: Commissioner Moeenur Rehman Khan being briefed
by DHO Dr. Abdul Manan during his visit to Latkti

Commanding Officer of US Navy Ship USS O'KANE called on Commander Pakistan Fleet Rear Admi-
ral Abdul Munib

NASEERABAD: Regional Secretary Transport Noor Ahmed Domki check-
ing documents of vehicles

cludes members from vari-
ous political parties, such
as Naveed Qamar from the
Pakistan Peoples Party,
Azam Nazeer Tarar from
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), Barrister
Gohar from Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Farooq Sattar from MQM,
and Kamran Murtaza from
JUI-F.

The ruling coalition has
reached consensus on pro-
posed constitutional
amendments, but JUI-F has
declined to support the
government on the creation
of a constitutional court,
opting instead to form a
joint draft with the PPP.
Meanwhile,  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
decided to consult with its
founder Imran Khan on the
proposed amendments.

During the session,
JUI-F presented its draft
proposal, rejecting the
government’s plan for a
constitutional court and in-
stead suggesting the forma-
tion of a constitutional
bench.

Senator Kamran
Murtaza of JUI-F stated,
“The only difference be-
tween the PPP and JUI-F
drafts is the concept of a
constitutional court versus
a bench. We propose a

bench instead of establish-
ing a separate court.” He
added that aside from this,
there were no major objec-
tions to the PPP’s draft and
expressed hope for a joint
proposal soon.

In response to the
government’s 56-point
proposal, Murtaza pre-
sented 24 counterpoints,
arguing, “There is no need
for a large setup for fewer
than 200 constitutional
cases.”

PPP leader Raja Pervez
Ashraf echoed Murtaza’s
optimism, noting that JUI-
F chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman suggested drafting
a joint proposal with the
PPP, which would be shared
soon. “Things are moving
in the right direction. Stay
positive,” Ashraf remarked,
adding that the October 25
deadline was unrelated to
the constitutional amend-
ment discussions.

Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar emphasised
that such matters move for-
ward through dialogue. “Is
there anything that cannot
be resolved within consti-
tutional limits? Solutions
won’t come through criti-
cism alone; present your
suggestions too. The coun-
try is at a standstill, and
decisions are being
criticised,” he said.

Deadlock persists as constitutional...
Continued from page 1

We are committed to tackling...
Continued from page 1

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
are being implemented.
“There are no issues for the
state—operations will con-
tinue across the province
wherever needed,” he af-
firmed.

Bugti also announced
that a task force think tank
has been established to ex-
pedite efforts against ter-
rorism. Furthermore, he re-
vealed plans to increase
compensation for victims
of terrorism, with the gov-
ernment announcing a pay-
ment of PKR 1.5 million for
each martyr of the Dukki
incident.

The Chief Minister
concluded by calling on the
public to support the
government’s anti-terror-
ism efforts and pledged
that the province would
soon launch “smart opera-
tions” to deal with terrorist
threats effectively.

He called for national
unity in the fight against
terrorism, emphasizing the
misuse of social media
against the state and the
importance of public coop-
eration.

The CM highlighted
the ongoing search opera-
t ions fo llowing t he
Dukki incident, noting
that terrorists involved in
the August 26 attacks were
neutralized in a Mastung
operation, while security
forces thwarted a major ter-
rorist plot in Turbat by re-
covering 280 kilograms of
exp losives.  “Secur it y
agencies prevent nine in-
cidents for every one that
comes to light,” Bugti re-
marked.

The CM confirmed
that all decisions made dur-
ing the apex committee
meeting chaired by Prime

Law Minister says
October 24 deadline for
issuing notification for
new CJP appointment

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar on Saturday said that
the government will notify
on October 24, that at
which place the Chief Jus-
tice is to be sworn in.

Talking to the media,
the minister said that the
deadline for issuing the no-
tification for the appoint-
ment of the new Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan is October
24.

He said that the notifi-
cation of the new Chief Jus-
tice is always issued a day
or two before the appoint-
ment.

The appointment noti-
fication of Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa was issued a
little earlier in view of the
arrival of the caretaker gov-
ernment, he said.

Azam Nazeer Tarar said
that a committee of legal ex-
perts has been formed in the
sub-committee of the par-
liamentary body. The con-
stitutional amendment can
be introduced after October
25, and even after two
months.

He said that discus-
sions are ongoing on four
to five points in the com-
mittee.

The law minister said
that how is it too early.
Now it has been a month
and a half. Judges some-
times had been appointed
by the Governor General,
sometimes by the Presi-
dent and sometimes by the
martial Administrator in the
past, he said, adding that in
U.S the President has the
authority to appoint
judges.

Hike in petrol,
diesel prices

proposed
ISLAMABAD (INP):
There is a proposal to in-
crease the prices of petro-
leum products (POL) in the
country following a hike in
the crude oil prices in the
international market which
have soared by $6.90 per
barrel (9.50 per cent) in the
last two weeks to reach
$$78.88 per barrel from
$71.98 per barrel.

It reported in media
that there was a proposal
to increase each liter of
petrol’s price by Rs4.

If approved, they in-
formed, petrol’s price
would increase from the
present Rs247.03 per liter
to Rs250.98 per liter.

Similarly, sources said,
there was a proposal for a
hike in high-speed diesel’s
price by Rs10.25 per liter.
If approved, its cost would
jump from Rs246.29 per
liter to Rs256.54 per liter,
they added.

Likewise, Rs7.85 per
liter increase in the price of
kerosene oil had been pro-
posed, sources elaborated.
Similarly, they said, there
was a suggestion to in-
crease the price of one liter
of light-speed diesel by
Rs8.33 per liter.   In case
the government greenlights
new prices, they will take
effect from October 16.

KP govt provides
tents, water to

Jirga participants
PESHAWAR (INP):  The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment on Saturday pro-
vided essential items in-
cluding tents, drinking wa-
ter and other necessary
items to the participants of
Pashtun Qaumi Jira here.

Special Assistant to the
Chief Minister KP on Re-
lief, Naik Muhammad Khan
informed that following di-
rectives of the Chief Minis-
ter, the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority was
asked to provide necessary

items to the Jirga partici-
pants. He said the items
were handed over to the lo-
cal Member Provincial As-
sembly (MPA) Suhail Afridi
adding that tents, water tank,
blankets and other neces-
sary items included the pro-
vided items. He further said
that the provincial govern-
ment will provide every
possible assistance and co-
operation to the Jirga and
ensure a 0peaceful atmo-
sphere during its proceed-
ings.

SC fixes petitions
against proposed

constitutional
amendments
for hearing

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
fixed for hearing petitions
against proposed constitu-
tional amendments.

A 3-member bench of
SC presided over by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa will hear the
petitions.

The committee under
Supreme Court practice and
procedure fixed the peti-
tions for hearing.

The two judges in the
bench are Justice Afghan
Naeem and Justice  Shahid
Bilal.

3-member bench of SC
will hear the petitions  on
October 3.

Activists demand legal safeguards
to protect innocent lives

Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Human
rights activists have ex-
pressed deep concern
over the ongoing mis-
use of blasphemy laws
and have called for ur-
gent legal reforms and
enforcement of strong
administrative mea-
sures to hold account-
able those responsible
for inciting hatred and
violence, including ex-
trajudicial killings, and
mob attacks carried out
under the pretext of
blasphemy accusations.

In a meeting, activ-
ists lamented over the
wrongful prosecution
of two sisters, Saima
and Sonia, from Village
304, Tehsil Gojra, Toba
Tek Singh District. The
sisters were allegedly
accused of discarding a
sack of waste paper al-
legedly containing sa-
cred inscriptions onto
an empty plot. How-
ever, the court granted
them bail after deter-
mining that they had
been falsely accused of
blasphemy under Sec-
tion 295-B of the Paki-
stan Penal Code.

Chaudhry Haneef
Hameed Mithu Advo-
cate emphasized that

the accusations made
on 6 August 2024
against Saima and Sonia
were fabricated with
malicious intent and
lacked any credible wit-
nesses. He noted that
Saima, a volunteer lady
health worker, and
Sonia, who runs a local
school, had vehemently
denied the blasphemy
allegations, reaffirming
their deep respect for all
sacred texts. The accusa-
tions, they said, were
baseless and driven by
personal vendettas.
Mithu further high-
lighted that Saima, a
widow, is the sole pro-
vider for her children
after the loss of her hus-
band and parents. How-
ever, both sisters con-
tinue to face threats and
live in constant fear of
vigilante justice.

Joseph Jansen,
Chairperson of Voice
for Justice, expressed
his profound concern
over the growing mis-
use of blasphemy laws
in Pakistan, as demon-
strated in the case of
Saima and Sonia. He
also cited other recent
instances of blas-
phemy-related mob
violence, including the
extrajudicial killings of

Nazir/Lazar Masih in
Sargodha, Muhammad
Sulaiman in Swat, Syed
Khan in Quetta, and Dr.
Shahnawaz Kanbar in
Umerkot. He empha-
sized the urgency of re-
forming blasphemy
laws, stating that the
abuse of these laws,
driven by false accusa-
tions, must be ad-
dressed before more in-
nocent lives are tragi-
cally lost.

A human rights ac-
tivist, Anosh Waseem
said that Blasphemy ac-
cusations often lead to
mob violence and ex-
trajudicial killings,
which are avoidable if
appropriate legal safe-
guards are in place. The
state’s failure to protect
its citizens and uphold
the rule of law has cre-
ated a climate of fear
and impunity for per-
petrators.

A human rights de-
fender, Aneel Edger
called for the prosecu-
tion of individuals who
incite violence through
false blasphemy accusa-
tions, stressing the im-
portance of ensuring ac-
countability to safe-
guard citizens’ lives and
maintain the rule of
law.

ISSI hosts round table on
“Pakistan-Russia Relations Amid
Changing Global World Order”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The ISSI hosted a round
table discussion on “Paki-
stan-Russia Relations Amid
Changing Global World Or-
der,” with Pakistan’s former
Ambassador to Russia Qazi
Khalilullah.

The event, moderated
by Dr. Neelum Nigar, Di-
rector Centre for Strategic
Perspectives (CSP), was
attended by representatives
from the Russian Embassy,
academics, think-tank ex-
perts, and practitioners, a
news release said.

DG ISSI Ambassador
Sohail Mahmood warmly
welcomed the distinguished
participants, expressing his
profound gratitude to Am-
bassador Qazi Khalilullah
as the keynote speaker.

He highlighted Ambas-
sador Qazi’s extensive dip-
lomatic career, which in-
cluded key post ings in
Cuba, Myanmar, and the
Russian Federation.

With decades of expe-
rience in the region, Ambas-
sador Qazi has significantly
contributed to the growth
of Pakistan-Russia rela-
tions, particularly during
his tenure as Ambassador
in Moscow.

Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood noted that Paki-
stan-Russia relations have
passed through many
phases—from the earliest
day of the cold war to the
present times - evolving
into a relationship now
marked by friendship, mu-
tual understanding, and
trust.

He stressed that this is
a growing partnership en-
compassing diverse do-
mains, including trade, en-
ergy, security, culture, and
people-to-people ex-
changes, with vast oppor-
tunities for future collabo-
ration, particularly in the
fields of  agriculture, avia-
tion, and regional connec-
tivity.

Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood also remarked on
the significance of the ef-
forts of Pakistan and Rus-
sia for the stabilization of
Afghanistan and for en-
hanced regional connectiv-
ity.

He appreciated
Russia’s support for
Pakistan’s full membership
in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO)
and its supportive stance
toward Pakistan’s quest for
membership of BRICS.
Both countries share a com-
mitment to multilateralism,
with the UN playing a cen-
tral role.

He emphasized that
Pakistan and Russia are
united in their desire to
avoid another Cold War,
given the contemporary
world’s challenges in the
wake of accentuation of tra-
ditional and non-traditional
security threats.

During his discourse,
Ambassador Qazi
Khalilullah provided a de-
tailed account of the current
state of Pakistan-Russia
relations, highlighting how
the relationship has
evolved from the Cold War

years of the 1980s to the
present phase of mutual
friendship.  He explained
that the Russian economy
began transforming with
the introduct ion of
Perestroika and Glasnost in
the 1990s, transitioning to-
wards a market-based sys-
tem.

Following the disinte-
gration of the Soviet Union
in 1991, a fresh start was
made in Pakistan-Russia
relations, laying the ground-
work for qualitatively en-
hanced cooperation and
progress.

A significant break-
through occurred in 2014
with the signing of the De-
fence Cooperation Agree-
ment, followed by a gas
pipeline agreement in 2015.

Ambassador Qazi
noted that regular dialogues
on various issues of bilat-
eral interest have since taken
place, including arms con-
trol, counterterrorism, and
defence cooperation.

He emphasized that
Pakistan currently enjoys a
peaceful, cooperative, and
trustworthy relationship
with Russia, free from any
demands on either side.

In September 2024, the
first-ever Pakistan-Russia
Trade Forum was held, re-
sulting in the signing of a
Barter Trade Agreement
between the two countries.

This development,
along with Russia’s impor-
tant role in Pakistan’s for-
eign policy considerations,
underscores the deepening
ties.

Third meeting of Civil Service Reforms held
Punjab Police, he said that
there was no system in
place for psychological
evaluation in any Police
academy of the country.

Minister Ahsan Iqbal
also suggested to add the
best practices from corpo-
rate sector giants into the
reform proposals. “We need
to borrow from the best
practices of companies like
Engro, McKinsey, etc. to
create the best standard of
civil service trainings, “ he
added.

Director General Civil
Service Academy made a
detailed presentation of ex-
isting training regime and
briefed the minister about
structure and themes of
Common Training
Programme.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The third meeting of Com-
mittee constituted by the
Prime Minister on “civil
service reforms” was held
under the chairmanship of
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Profes-
sor Ahsan Iqbal here Satur-
day.

The meeting was at-
tended by the provincial
Chief secretaries or their
representatives, Rector
National School of Public
Policy, Director General of
Civil Service Academy, Sec-
retaries of the Cabinet, Es-
tablishment, and Planning
Divisions, Special Secre-
tary, EAD, Secretary,
FPSC, Additional Secre-
tary, Finance Division and
senior officers of Establish-
ment and Planning Divi-
sions, according to press
release issued by planning
division.

During the 2nd meeting
of the Committee, 5 sub-
committees on refining Re-
cruitment process, Appro-
priate training, institutional
restructuring, improving
compensation, and perfor-
mance management) were
constituted.

During the first two
meetings, held under the

leadership of Planning min-
ister, the proposal prepared
by the Ministry Planning
in consultation with stake-
holders during 2013-18
were deliberated during
these meeting.

Two reports i.e. refin-
ing Recruitment process,
Appropriate training were
deliberated during the meet-
ing. The Establishment Di-
vision made a detailed pre-
sentation prepared in con-
sultation with FPSC on re-
fining recruitment process
highlighted existing CSS
exam / recruitment issues
and challenges, deliberating
on findings from screening
test results analyzed over
the last few years since it
was introduced and also
discussed the current prob-
lems in CSS curriculum.

It was observed that the
current CSS curriculum and
examination process does
not encourage critical think-
ing. It was also discussed
that predictable style of
examination has led to a
surge in commercial acad-
emies which only candi-
dates belonging to affluent
class can afford.

To discourage this prac-
tice, minister advised FPSC
to revise the curriculum and
reconsider subjects.

Emphasizing on the
need for effective market-
ing for recruitment, minis-
ter advised FPSC to con-
duct rigorous campaigns to
attract maximum candidates
to participate in CSS exam
as being followed global
companies who hire their
HR by targeting universi-
ties across the country.

“A candidate studying
in BUITEMS Quetta is as
good as a candidate study-
ing in any other university,”
the minister remarked.

With the right
mentoring and access to
preparatory material, they
can pass the exam, he said.

Minister also said that
the proactive recruitment
program will enable candi-
dates in backward areas to
prepare for CSS.

“There are 8000 to
10,000 women studying in
Quetta University and the
new CSS exam structure
should be easy for them,”
stated the Minister.

Regarding psychologi-
cal assessment, the minis-
ter instructed the commit-
tee to use psychometric
analysis to analyze the at-
titudes of candidates espe-
cially signs of extremist ten-
dencies.

Giving example of

Naqvi calls for action against
Islamabad’s criminal mafias

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
formal oath-taking cer-
emony held at the Minis-
try of Interior on Saturday,
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi administered the
oath to the newly elected
officials of the Islamabad
Crime and Interior Report-
ers Association.

The event brought to-
gether prominent figures
from both journalism and
the government, underscor-
ing the vital role of crime
reporting in safeguarding
public interests.

The association’s key
leaders included were
Chairman Shakeel Qarar,
Vice Chairman Naeem
Janjua, President Qamar Al-
Manawar, and Secretary
General Zulqarnain Haider
stood at the forefront,
pledging their commitment
to upholding the values of
journalism and integrity.

Other notable office-
bearers who took the oath
included Senior Vice Presi-
dent Adil Tanoli, Vice Presi-
dents Naeem Asghar and
Bilal Afridi, Information
Secretary Nasir Butt, and

Finance Secretary Saqib
Syed.

During his address,
Minister Naqvi congratu-
lated the new office bearers
and praised the association
for its critical role in bridg-
ing the gap between the
media and the Ministry of
Interior.

“The Crime and Inte-
rior Reporters Association
and the Ministry of Inte-
rior share a deep-rooted
connection. We rely on
your work to bring trans-
parency and accountability
to the public,” Naqvi re-
marked.

However, the
minister’s message was not
just one of praise but also a
call to action.

He urged the newly
appointed reporters to take
a proactive role in identify-
ing and exposing criminal
mafias operating within
Islamabad. “You are the
eyes and ears of the city,”
Naqvi emphasized. “Your
investigative work is essen-
tial in combating the grow-
ing menace of organized
crime.”

Climate Change awareness
good initiative of federal

govt: Samina Zehri
KARACHI (APP): Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri on
Saturday said that the fed-
eral government had taken
a great initiative to make
aware the people of climate
change impacts on our daily
life.

She said that the new
generation could face prob-
lems due to the severe im-
pacts of climate change if
precautionary mearures
were not taken.

While talking to media
persons, on the occasion,
she said that the COP Simu-
lation Program aimed at en-
hancing the understanding
of students regarding inter-
national climate negotia-
tions and decision-making
processes in addressing the
global enviromental chal-
lenges based on the regional
competition, organized by
the Ministry of Climate
Change and Environmental
Coordination at Habib Uni-

versity, Senator Samina
Zehri said that COP Simu-
lation Program was the ini-
tiative taken by the Coor-
dinator to the Prime Min-
ister on Climate Change
and Enviromental Coordi-
nation Romina Khursheed
Alam.

She said,  ‘The new
generation is our hope.’ and
we had to take steps for
their better future.

Zehri said that the the
impacts of climate change
also risked the food secu-
rity. She said that the chil-
dren were aware of climate
change and its impacts and
they were giving sugges-
tions on it. She further said
that they must come for-
ward along with them to
correct mistakes done in the
past.

Samina Zehri said, ‘We
have to get use of plastic
banned, which was also be-
coming cause of pollution.’
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ISLAMABAD: Passengers leaving for their homes from Bus Stands after
the government announced holidays on Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Summit in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: CDA workers repairing a bus stop at Islamabad Expressway
in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: CDA staff busy in the maintenance
work of an overhead bridge.

ISLAMABAD: Laborers are busy in dismantling a
building at Sitara Market in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Security of the Federal Capital beefed up for upcoming SCO
Summit.

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of Police Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, presides over a high-level
meeting to discuss security arrangements for “Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit” .

FIA academy hosts inter-ministerial
workshop on anti-human trafficking

action plan 2024-2025

OPF set up PGFRC
to assist returned

Overseas Pakistanis

Foolproof security
measures in place

ahead of SCO summit
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad, Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, presided over
a high-level meeting to dis-
cuss security arrangements
for the “Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO)
Summit” in Islamabad.

The meeting was at-
tended by DIG Islamabad
Syed Ali Raza, DIG Head-
quarters Dr. Syed Mustafa
Tanveer, DIG Security
Jawad Tariq, and other se-
nior police officials. IG
Islamabad received a brief-
ing on security arrange-
ments and directed officers
to implement effective se-
curity measures.

On the occasion, the
IG Islamabad emphasized
that security of the delega-
tion must be strengthened,
by effectively utilizing the
modern systems of the Safe
City Islamabad. Well-pre-

pared police teams will be
deployed at all entry and
exit points of the high-se-
curity zone.

Search and combing
operations will continue in
the residential areas sur-
rounding the Red Zone.
During the delegation’s
movement, all major roads
will be completely closed,
and alternative routes will
be provided at various in-
tersections, keeping in
mind the convenience of the
public.

In this regard,
Islamabad Traffic Police has
issued a special traffic plan.

IG Islamabad Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi further assured
that the Islamabad Police
will use all available re-
sources to provide fool-
proof security to all delega-
tions and will make every
possible effort to uphold
the dignity and honor of the
country.

PTI’s protest at D-Chowk during SCO
conference conspiracy: Governor Kundi
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Saturday said that
the announcement of a Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) protest at D-Chowk
during the conduct of
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) confer-
ence is part of a conspiracy.

He criticized PTI for
consistently pursuing an
agenda against the country
and collaborating with en-
emies of the state.

Kundi emphasized
that they will not allow any
plots to destabilize Paki-
stan to succeed and urged
PTI to retract their call for

protest on October 15.
Talking to media here,

Kundi pointed out the sig-
nificance of the upcoming
international conference,
saying that Pakistan aims
to present a positive image
to the world.

He expressed concern
that PTI’s protest coincid-
ing with the conference is
detrimental.

Kundi reiterated that
if PTI’s demands will align
with the constitution, they
will be addressed, recalling
that the establishment of a
constitutional court was
announced by Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

Kundi said that all
political parties are united
in support of the SCO con-
ference and emphasized
that the Pakistan Peoples
Party has always advo-
cated for peace.

He lamented the dete-
riorating security situation
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
accusing PTI of attempting
to incite unrest by inviting
the Indian minister to ad-
dress their rally.

Stressing that national
interests come first, Kundi
highlighted the sacrifices
made by the PPP for the
country, asserting that they
have never rallied against
Pakistan but instead pro-

moted the slogan “Pakistan
Khappay” (Long Live Pa-
kistan).

He underscored that
the best forum for politi-
cians is parliament, criticiz-
ing PTI members for pro-
moting violence and sug-
gesting they join in peace-
ful protests instead.

Kundi praised JUI
Chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman as a political fig-
ure who has fought for de-
mocracy and suggested that
Maulana’s support would
ult imately benefit their
cause. He concluded by ad-
dressing the impact of ter-
rorism on tourism in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The FIA Academy in
Islamabad recently hosted
an inter-ministerial consul-
tative workshop focused
on the Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Action Plan 2024-
2025.

The event, organized
by the Ministry of Interior
and the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA), brought
together representatives
from various government
departments and interna-
tional organizations to
make strategy and enhance
efforts against human traf-
ficking and smuggling in
Pakistan.

The workshop was
opened by Special Secre-
tary of the Ministry of In-
terior, Waqas Mehmood,
alongside Muhammad
Jafar, Additional Director
General of the FIA’s Law

Wing. Both officials empha-
sized the importance of
strengthening Pakistan’s
response to human traffick-
ing. Muhammad Hamza,
Assistant Director (USA)
from the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, discussed the
country’s Tier Ranking in
the U.S. Department of
State’s Human Trafficking
Report and its significance.

The workshop also
featured presentations
aimed at addressing con-
cerns raised in the U.S. De-
partment of State’s 2024
Trafficking in Persons
(TIP) Report.

Deputy Director FIA,
Rai Nasrullah, and Ms.
Saip Jan, Section Officer
from the Ministry of Inte-
rior, provided detailed
briefings during the event,
highlighting the current
state of anti-trafficking ef-

forts and plans for future
improvements.

Ms. Shahida Gilani
from the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC) addressed the
role of international organi-
zations in combating human
trafficking, adding an im-
portant global perspective
to the discussions.

Under the guidance of
FIA’s Director of the Anti-
Human Smuggling Wing,
Saqib Sultan Mehmood, the
progress of the TIP Com-
mittees was reviewed, and
targets for 2024-2025 were
outlined.

The workshop con-
cluded with closing remarks
from Shahida Gilani, reiter-
ating the need for collabo-
rative efforts to success-
fully combat human traf-
ficking and achieve the ob-
jectives of the Action Plan.

ITP conduct
full dress

rehearsals for
SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Traffic Police
(ITP) on Saturday con-
ducted full dress rehearsals
to finalize the arrangements
for the upcoming Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) summit, scheduled
from 14th October to 16th.

According to the
Chief Traffic Officer,
(CTO) Muhammad Sarfraz
Virk the ITP have issued a
comprehensive traffic plan
aimed at ensuring smooth
traffic flow during this im-
portant international event.

Muhammad Sarfraz
Virk said specific routes will
be designated according to
the traffic plan, and citizens
are encouraged to cooper-
ate with police directives to
facilitate the smooth con-
duct of the summit.

Irfan urges unity on
‘Constitutional

Amendments’ for
national interest

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senator Irfan Siddiqui from
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Saturday announced that
two key parties have sub-
mitted draft proposals for
the constitutional amend-
ments, paving the way for
a potential consensus with
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’ s
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-
F) and other parties.

Talking to a private
news channel, he empha-
sized the importance of
unity in passing constitu-
tional amendments for the
national interest.

Senator Irfan Siddiqui
has reaffirmed that the pro-
posed constitutional
amendments are not tailored
to benefit any specific in-
dividual, Instead, they aim
to bring about meaningful
reforms to Pakistan’s con-
stitution.

To achieve this, the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), is ac-
tively engaging in discus-
sions with other political
parties to support for the
amendments, he added.

The PML-N is seek-
ing broad consensus on the
constitutional reforms, rec-
ognizing that unity among
parties is crucial for the
nation’s interest, he high-

lighted.
By building alliances

and fostering cooperation,
Siddiqui hopes to create an
environment conducive to
passing the amendments.

This collaborative ap-
proach demonstrates the
PML-N’s commitment to
prioritizing the country’s
well-being over individual
interests, he mentioned.

Replying to a query,
he said two key parties had
submitted their proposal
drafts for constitutional
amendments

to the committee over-
seeing the process, adding,
Mulana and PTI will jointly
present other.

Senator Irfan Siddiqui
has clarified that there is no
rush to amend the consti-
tution and the date for the
amendment can be adjusted
as needed.

However, he ex-
pressed optimism that the
amendment proposals will
mature following the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) confer-
ence.

This development
suggests that the govern-
ment is prioritizing careful
consideration and interna-
tional cooperation over
hasty decision-making, he
added.

Religious Targeting in India:
Shamim Shawl calls for collective

stance against Islamophobia

It’s honor to join
UNICEF: Saba

Muqam strongly rejected
PTI’s agenda of protest
during  SCO meeting

CDA chairman, MCI & ICT
officials served notices
in TJ restaurant case

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit
Baltistan Engineer Amir
Muqam’s strongly rejected
the Pakistan Tehreek e
Insaf (PTI) ant i state
agenda as PTI announced
for protest on the occasion
of Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) up-
coming meeting.

He said,” It is  a proof
of anti-nationalism. There
is no doubt  that PTI’s
agenda seemed to be anti-
Pakistan because PTI has
declared the protest on this
important occasion”.

PTI once again

showed its real face as the
meeting of SCO was very
important for Pakistan.he
said. Muqam asked What
type of image of Pakistan
they wanted to highlight
before the World?

“First they post-
poned the visit of the Presi-
dent of China, now they
want to sabotage the SCO
meeting.

In any case, protest
cannot be allowed on this
occasion and the declaration
of protest is condemnable
and very sad.

Protests and proces-
sions can be held at any
other time,” he said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has served the no-
tices to the senior officials
of the Capital Development
Authority (CDA), Metro-
politan Corporation
Islamabad (MCI) and
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Administration for
violating the court orders in
Tandoori Junction (TJ) res-
taurant case.

IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq, taking up
the instant petition, served
the notices to CDA Chair-
man, Chaudhry
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
MCI’s Directorate of Man-
agement and Administra-
tion Director, Sania Hameed
and ICT Administration’s
Assistant Commissioners
City, Farhan Ahmed and

Ghulam Murtaza Chandio
and Magistrate Ali Javed
and sought a formal reply
within two weeks, accord-
ing to a certified copy of
the order sheet, issued on
Saturday. Javed Asif, TJ
restaurant’s owner in F-7
Markaz, filed a contempt
petition under Article 204
of the Constitution and rel-
evant sections of the Con-
tempt of Court Ordinance,
2003 against the above
mentioned respondents in
connection with an alleged
breach of the court’s previ-
ous order on September 27,
2024, which directed the de-
sealing of TJ restaurant.

The petitioner’s coun-
sel, Qaiser Imam, inter-alia,
contended that despite the
court’s suspension of a no-
tice dated September 20.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
UNICEF has appointed re-
nowned actor Saba Qamar
as its first National Ambas-
sador for child rights in Pa-
kistan. The announcement
was made on International
Day of the Girl Child, a day
that recognizes girls’ rights
and the unique challenges
girls face around the world.

“It’s an honor to join
UNICEF. I will echo our
shared mission of achieving
every right for every child
wherever I am,” said Ms.
Saba Qamar. “In my recent
travels, I have seen both the
challenges children and
women face in this country
and the difference
UNICEF’s dedicated ef-
forts are making. I promise
to play my part for the chil-
dren and young people of
Pakistan so that they can
dream and have the chance

to fulfill their dreams,”
added Qamar.

In her role as UNICEF
Pakistan’s National Ambas-
sador, the star of Kamli and
Hindi Medium will use her
international platform to
help raise awareness of
children’s rights and issues
affecting young people,
such as child marriage, men-
tal health, lack of education,
gender equality, climate
change and the impact of
violence, exploitation and
child poverty. Child mar-
riage is one of the biggest
impediments to girls realiz-
ing their rights in Pakistan.
The country is home to 19
million child brides, the sixth
highest globally. More than
half of adolescent girls are
pregnant before their 18th
birthday which can be life-
threatening for the mother
and the child.

Nothing perfect, constitutional
amendment will also not be

perfect: Senator Sherry
ISLAMABAD (Online):
PPP central leader Senator
Sherry Rehman has said no
thing is perfect and consti-
tutional amendment will
also not be perfect.

She said this while
talking to media men after
special committee meeting
here Saturday.

“ we are trying to forge
consensus.  Committee
meeting is also taking place
in-camera.

Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah also
considered constitutional
court his priority.  This
constitutional amendment
is not assault on the court
at all.  There are different
methods for appointment

of judges in different coun-
tries. There is no such thing
any where that judges are
appointed on seniority ba-
sis.  Dam funds have been
crafted due to appointment
of judges on seniority ba-
sis. She held PPP is only
party which has filed con-
stitutional amendment
draft.  PPP  forges consen-
sus on national security
policy.  Evolving consensus
is quality of PPP.  Talks go
on in politics on the basis
of mutual interests.  Noth-
ing is perfect. Constitu-
tional amendment will also
not be perfect.

We are trying to bring
transparency in constitu-
tional amendment.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
veteran leader of the All
Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence & Kashmir delegate
Shamim Shawl Saturday
sounded the alarm on the
escalating threat of
Islamophobia in India,
where Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs are facing intensify-
ing violence and persecu-
tion.

Shamim Shawl talking
to PTV news channel
strongly condemned the
blasphemous comments
made by a Hindutva priest
against Prophet

Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) and empha-
sized the urgent need for
a collective stance the
growing threat of anti-
Muslim rhetoric in Indian
politics.

She said it is crucial for
global leaders to acknowl-
edge the gravity of the situ-
ation and take concrete
steps to address the grow-
ing threat of Islamophobia
in India.

The Indian govern-
ment must also be held ac-
countable for its role in per-
petuating this ideology and

ensuring the safety and dig-
nity of all its citizens, re-
gardless of their faith, she
demanded.

The international
community must recog-
nize the alarming rise of
Islamophobia in India
and its devastating con-
sequences,  she men-
tioned.

It is essential to pro-
mote peace and understand-
ing in the region by sup-
porting organizations that
work towards interfaith
dialogue and conflict reso-
lution, she said.

ATC rejects plea for further
granting physical remand of

Aleema, Uzma Khan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Overseas Pa-
kistanis and Human Re-
source Development has
set up a Pakistani-German
Facilitation & Reintegration
Centre (PGFRC) in Lahore
with an advisory desk at
Overseas Pakistani Foun-
dation (OPF) here at the
head office.

An official source told
APP that the objective was
to facilitate the return of
overseas Pakistanis in
terms of their skill devel-
opment in Pakistan’s social
and economic fabric for
gainful employment.

It is being imple-
mented in collaboration
with Deutsche Gesellschaft

für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit  (GIZ)
GmbH and supported by
the German Federal Minis-
try for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development
(BMZ).

The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween Deutsche
Gesellschaft für
I n t e r n a t i o n a l e
Zusammenarbeit  (GIZ)
GmbH and Overseas Paki-
stani Foundation, Minis-
try of Overseas Pakistanis
& Human Resource Devel-
opment on technical assis-
tance to the facilitation &
reintegration centre for Pa-
kistani workers has been
signed.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) Islamabad has re-
jected the plea of further
granting physical remand
and running video of
Aleema Khan and Uzma
Khan in the court in D-
Chowk protest case.

The  court called argu-
ments on bail plea of
Aleema Khand Uzma Khan
on October 19.

The judge while mov-
ing to defence counsels  said
can court rely on record of
one USB.  You gave the
USB to police or investi-
gating officer.  I extend
physical remand. Police
will check USB.

Usman  Gul requested
to run video available in
USB in court.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra rejected the plea for

running in court footages
available in USB.

Counsel Usman Gul
said his arguments depend
on the footages available in
this USB.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra inquired from Pros-
ecutor Raja Navid “ why
you need remand.  What
recovery you made from
Aleema Khan and Uzma
Khan in 8 days.

Prosecutor said  more
physical remand is needed
to reach the conspiracy
hatched against the institu-
tions.  Explosive material
and ammunition have to be
recovered from Aleema
Khan and Uzma Khan.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra while stopping
Aleema Khan from speak-
ing said ‘ I will give you time
to speak.

Jamal Shah
nominated
for lifetime

achievement
award

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Jamal Shah legend Actor and
Artist has been nominated
for Lifetime Achievement
Award Baku, Azerbaijan
International Achievers
Award 2024. West World
Events, a registered com-
pany in the UAE and a sub-
sidiary of West World
Group Ltd UK, was hon-
ored and being inviting Jamal
Shah to prestigious Interna-
tional Achievers Awards
2024 in Baku, Azerbaijan,
said a press release. “We
are excited to nominate you
for the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in recognition
of your remarkable contri-
butions and achievements
to the Television, Film.

SPL hosts
breast cancer

awareness
session

ISLAMABAD (APP): Se-
curity Papers Limited
(SPL) hosted a breast can-
cer awareness session in
collaboration with Indus
Hospital & Health Net-
work.

The event aimed to
educate and empower fe-
male employees about the
importance of breast health
and early detection,said in
a Press Release issued here
on Thursday.

The session, led by
Dr. Nazia Lodhi Breast &
General Surgeon from Indus
Hospital & Health Net-
work, provided valuable
insights on breast cancer
prevention, detection, and
treatment.
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Ghastly attack
In the second major terrorist
attack in the country over the
last few days, at least 20 min-
ers were brutally murdered in
the early hours of Friday in
Balochistan’s Duki area.

The reported details are
ghastly, for the unfortunate
souls had no chance of sur-
vival as terrorists lobbed rock-
ets and grenades into the
mine. The Duki outrage follows
the deadly terrorist attack tar-
geting a convoy of Chinese
nationals in Karachi last Sun-
day. While no group has yet
claimed responsibility for the
latest attack, it must be said
that no ideological motive
whatsoever can justify such
cold-blooded murder, and the
targeting of poor, defenceless
workers was an act of terror-
ism. Duki is a mostly Pakhtun
area, and reportedly most of
the victims of the attack hailed
from the same ethnic commu-
nity, including some Afghan
nationals.

Both Baloch separatist mili-
tants and religiously inspired
fighters have been involved in
acts of terrorism in
Balochistan. In fact, the
troubled province has been
rocked by frequent spasms of
violence over the past few
months, mostly carried out by
separatists. This is not the
first time that workers have
been targeted, albeit in earlier
terrorist attacks, the victims of
the separatist insurgents have
mostly been migrant labourers
from Punjab. Unless solid evi-
dence emerges to identify the
perpetrators of the Duki out-
rage, we can only speculate
about the motives. One pos-
sible goal could be to ignite
ethnic strife in the country,
and pit communities against
each other. Moreover, the ter-
rorist attack comes at a time
when Pakistan’s foreign
friends are looking to make ma-
jor investments in the coun-
try, particularly in Balochistan,
while the SCO moot — bring-
ing together dignitaries from
the region to Islamabad —
kicks off next week. It is pos-
sible that hostile external ac-
tors may have facilitated the at-
tack, as well as earlier incidents,
to present an image of rampant
insecurity in Pakistan, and pre-
vent foreign funds and visitors
from coming to this country.

Whatever the motive and
whoever the perpetrators, firm
steps are needed to crack down
on the elements behind the vio-
lence. While those responsible
for the miners’ killings must
be brought to justice, national
institutions need to up their
game when it comes to ad-
dressing the gaping loopholes
that allow terrorists to strike.
The administration, along with
the civil and military security
agencies, must implement a
fool-proof counterterrorism
plan which can address the
many threats that confront
Pakistan.

Not too long ago, the state
launched the Azm-i-Istehkam
campaign; the people need to
be informed what steps are
being taken under this scheme
to root out terrorist groups.
Without security and protec-
tion for people’s lives and prop-
erty, no economic turnaround
will be possible, while foreign
investors will be discouraged
from bringing their money
here. Urgent action is required.

US or China? Living statues
Touqir Hussain

The challenges that China
poses to America exceed
those witnessed during
the Cold War, according
to US Deputy Secretary
of State Kurt Campbell.
US policies reflecting this
perception have been a
source of much upheaval
in US-China ties. But the
latest developments raise
hopes that relations may
finally be stabilising.

The visit to China
by Jake Sullivan, the US
national security adviser,
that had capped months
of his unpublicised talks
with Wangi Yi, the Chi-
nese foreign minister, and
the exchange of cabinet-
level officials,  besides
two meet ings between
presidents Joe Biden and
Xi Jinping, reportedly re-
sulted in clarity on some
fundamental issues. The
US-China competition is
intense, structural, and
expansive, covering the
economic, security and
technology fields, but the
two countries seem to
have reached a consensus
that they must manage it
responsibly.

Will the US still tell
countries to choose be-
tween Beijing and Wash-
ington? US diplomacy “is
not about forcing coun-
tries to choose”, Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
said in 2022, “It’s about
giving them a choice.” The
position has been con-
firmed by the US ambas-
sador to China Nicholas
Burns. Speaking to the
Foreign Policy magazine
after Sullivan’s visit to
China in late August, he
said the US is not asking
countries to choose. “The
world does not work like
this anymore,” he added.
Obviously, the US has
learnt its lesson after the
failure of its debt-trap
rhetoric and being told by
count ry aft er  count ry
that forcing a choice on
them would not work.

While the US was
busy in this futile cam-
paign and in building mili-

tary alliances against a hy-
pothetical military threat
from China, Beijing was
hard at work expanding its
economic footprint glo-
bally. By the time the US
woke up, it was no longer
possible to force a choice
on anyone. Most coun-
tries, especially in Asia,
where the US-China com-
petition would have been
fierce,  had made their
choice: they would have
strong economic ties with
China but look to the US
as a security provider,
given their own issues
with Beijing. China has an
edge in geo-economics,
America in geopolitics
and military power.

Each year, the Yusof
Ishak Institute of the Na-
t ional Universit y o f
Singapore polls opinion
leaders from Asean coun-
tries. In this year’s poll,
the majority of respon-
dents, for the first time,
picked China over the US
when asked who Asean
should align with if forced
to choose. The US is seen
as a distant and unreliable
power.

In courting the Glo-
bal South, the US has ob-
viously fallen behind the
curve. It has belatedly set
up the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Forum, which has
so  far  shown lit t le
progress. Its Build Back
Better World initiative to
fund infrast ructure
projects would be largely
led by the private sector
and may not be competi-
tive against China. Yet
this init iat ive and the
APEF give countries an-
other option.

The globalised, inte-
grated and interdependent
post-Cold War world of-
fers great possibilities for
prosper it y,  allowing
countries to rise economi-
cally and militarily fol-
lowing the devolution of
global power  once
monopolised by two su-
perpowers. The US-China
rivalry now gives them
space to  de-risk
overdependence on either
of them. Their ambitions

find common purpose
with both China and
America. It is an ideal
situation, especially for
the middle powers,  to
hedge against any pos-
sible threat from China
yet concert with Beijing
through BRICS and the
SCO against US hege-
mony. The alliance sys-
tem has become polyga-
mous as countries multi-
align and multi-network.

Pakistan’s fear of be-
ing pressured to choose
between China and the US
is overblown. US inter-
ests — both direct and in-
direct  — in Pakist an
would be limited but sus-
tainable. The US is inter-
ested in Pakistan’s stabil-
ity as an un--stable Paki-
stan would foster mili-
t ancy, en--danger  it s
nuclear assets, and raise
the prospect of an India-
Pakistan conflict. China’s
economic ties with Paki-
stan may be helpful in so
far as they contribute to
Pakistan’s st abilit y.
Washington is also inter-
ested in Pakistan due to
Afghanist an and
counterterrorism.

Regarding indirect
interests, America does
no t  want  Pakist an to
complet ely fall in the
Chinese o rbit  as this
might lead to such coop-
eration with China, like
militarisation of Gwadar,
that would undermine the
Indo-Pacific strategy. For
the same reason, the US
would not want Pakistan
to upset the strategic bal-
ance with India.

As for Pakistan’s in-
terests, its strategic ties
with China remain vital to
them but if Pakistan also
had good relations with
the US, both Washington
and Beijing would have an
incentive to keep the ties
strong.

But  for that  Paki-
stan needs to gain inter-
nal strength and stability
to enhance its appeal to
them. A weak Pakistan
will have no freedom of
choice.   - -  Cour tesy
Dawn

Rida Tahir

The streets of Karachi are
witnessing a new form of
child exploitation: chil-
dren performing as living
st atues.  Children as
young as six are covered
in silver or gold paint
from head to toe and they
wear matching suits, hop-
ing to earn some money
from their performance.
They can be seen across
Karachi in public spaces,
including at traffic sig-
nals, on footpaths and at
the beach.

Street performances
are a global tradition. A
living statue showcases
an artist’s skill in remain-
ing perfect ly st ill and
then suddenly coming to
life, surprising the on-
looker. However, children
must  be safeguarded
against economic exploi-
tation and situations that
disrupt their education, or
that harm their physical,
mental, spiritual, moral,
and social development.
But their protection can-
not be achieved through
removing them forcibly.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
Pakistan’s laws and poli-
cies are unable to specifi-
cally address the issue of
children in such street
situations. A child-rights
approach ensures respect
for a child’s dignity, life,
survival,  well-being,
health, development, and
par t icipat ion; it
recognises the child as
somebody who  has
rights.

In Sindh, the Chil-
dren Act, 1955, is appli-
cable. Section 4 ©(i) de-
fines ‘begging’ as “solic-
iting or receiving, alms in
a public place … such as
singing, dancing, fortune-
telling, performing tricks
or selling articles”.

Section 40 of the Act
gives police officers the
power to bring “a child
found begging” before a
juvenile court or a magis-
trate. Under Section 44,
the court may “send the
child to a remand home for
further inquiries”.

Addit ionally,  t he
Sindh Child Protection
Authority (Amendment)
Act, 2021, gives the child
pro t ect ion o fficer  the
powers to take into cus-
tody a child requiring such
measure against abuse. It
defines ‘abuse’ in Section
2 (a-i) as including eco-
nomic exploitation. The
rules under the amended
law have not been formu-
lated yet, leaving a gap in
the implementat ion of
this law through a child-
rights approach.

Pract ices such as
eviction and forcible re-
moval of children from
street situations through
‘anti-child beggary drives’
need to be removed from
Pakistan’s legal frame-
work. Interventions that
fail to recognise children
as active participants in
their  t ransit ion from
street life to alternative
care are often ineffective,
leading to many children
returning to the streets.

A child-r ights ap-
proach must be applied
to uphold the best inter-
ests of the youngsters.
Pakistan ratified the UN
Convention on the Rights
of the Child in 1990. In
accordance with Article
27 (3), states have a re-
sponsibility to provide
children a standard of liv-
ing adequate for their
physical,  mental, spiri-
tual and moral develop-
ment , to prevent them
ending up in street situa-
t ions and to  fulfil the
rights of children already
in such situations.

The Committee on
the Rights of the Child
provided authoritat ive
guidance to states on de-
veloping national strate-
gies on such situations in-
volving children through
the general comment No.
21 (2017). The commit-
t ee st at ed that  st at es
should “abolish any pro-
visions allowing or sup-
porting the round-up or
arbitrary removal of chil-
dren and their families
from the streets or public
spaces; abolish where ap-

propriate offences that
criminalise and dispro-
portionately affect chil-
dren in street situations,
including begging”.

Int ervent ions fo r
children t ransit ioning
from street life into alter-
native care need to re-
spect and acknowledge
their agency. When chil-
dren are actively involved
in the decision-making
process, they are more
likely to feel a sense of
ownership and commit-
ment to positive changes.

Addit ionally,  chil-
dren in street situations
face mult iple forms of
discrimination. This in-
cludes indirect discrimi-
nation through policies
that exclude them from
essential services such as
health and education by
requiring identity docu-
ments.

Recently, the Sindh
Human Rights Commis-
sion collaborated with the
province’s local govern-
ment department to waive
the birth registration fees
of children across Sindh
to tackle discrimination
against children in street
situations.

T he  SHRC also
provided training to the
police force and judicial
magistrates on applying
a child-rights approach
in rescuing children in
street situations. How-
ever, such training must
extend to child protec-
tion officers, parliamen-
tar ians and healthcare
p r o fessio na ls ,  t o o .
Sindh’s child protection
policy must  be formu-
la t ed  t o  include  t he
r ight s o f child r en in
street situations.

In the wake of the
18th Amendment, the sub-
ject of children has been
devolved to the provinces
to take measures to ad-
dress their exploitation.
Each province and
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory must adopt laws and
policies based on a child-
rights approach to pro-
tect children in street situ-
ations.  -- Courtesy Dawn

One history, two futures

The IPP negotiations

Sakib Sherani
How a country is organised
as a polity casts a long
shadow on its economic de-
velopment. Egypt and Indo-
nesia offer two contrasting
examples from recent his-
tory.

Both these countries
have a broadly similar past
in terms of the omnipresent
involvement of the military,
and both were at a cross-
roads in their recent history
similar to where Pakistan
finds itself today. Each,
however, took a different
path, with vastly different
outcomes.

Egypt is a flourishing
autocracy with a flounder-
ing economy. Indonesia is a
functioning democracy
while also being economi-
cally vibrant. There are im-
portant lessons for Paki-
stan, as it stands at a conse-
quential, and possibly exis-
tential, moment in its his-
tory.

The Arab Republic of
Egypt is a strategically im-
portant country in the
Middle East, with a popu-
lation of around 116 million.
Though nominally demo-
cratic, it has had only a brief
and tragic tryst with partici-
patory democracy since its
independence in 1922, with

long periods of its history
marked by army-led one-
party, and one-man, rule.
Rampant human rights
abuses, the denial of the right
to vote in free and fair elec-
tions or the exercise of free
speech and freedom of as-
sociation, have been the un-
fortunate hallmarks of this
history.

While Egypt is a re-
public with a de jure semi-
presidential form of govern-
ment, de facto it has been a
one-man autocracy for much
of its post-independence
existence. The military ex-
erts a strong influence in vir-
tually all spheres of Egyp-
tian life, and has a large foot-
print in the economy. The
economy itself is
characterised by crony capi-
talism and the accumulation
of rents by connected insid-
ers.

With a nominal per
capita income of around
$3,500, Egypt is a lower-
middle-income country.
Wealth inequality is high,
and poverty is widespread.
Not unlike Pakistan, Egypt
has required multiple bail-
outs from the IMF, with 12
programmes under its belt.
In terms of absolute amount
drawn, it currently ranks as
the second largest borrower
from the Fund.

Quetta

Waqas Bin Najib
The short-sightedness in
dishonouring sovereign
contracts will haunt us.
The government is guaran-
teeing high power genera-
tion costs for years to
come.

The private sector be-
gan participating in capi-
tal-intensive power genera-
tion projects in many de-
veloping countries in the
1990s, as governments had
limited fiscal space to in-
vest in them. So, indepen-
dent power producers were
set up. In a few years, IPP
payments became a burden
in these states, where in-
creasing generation capac-
ity was the sole policy
aim. The power sector be-
came untenable without si-
multaneous demand man-
agement and lack of re-
forms in transmission and
distribution. The expand-
ing generation capacity
rarely coincided with in-
dustrial and economic
growth.

Most of these coun-
tries had poor credit rat-
ings, high investment risk,
and issues with the elec-
tricity sector. To attract
private investment, the
policies needed generous
terms and high returns.
Governments provided

sovereign guarantees to se-
cure the contracts. The
agreements were made un-
der international law, with
dispute resolution through
international arbitration
fora. Pakistan set up IPPs
under similar policies. The
four power policies of
1994, 2002, 2006 and 2015
promoted negotiated tar-
iffs on a cost-plus basis
and a guaranteed return on
the equity invested. Nepra
assessed projects’ capital
and operational costs and
awarded tariffs based on
that.

The power tariffs are
two-part. The first part is
capacity tariff, including
debt  repayment,  fixed
O&M and insurance costs,
and return on invested eq-
uity. The second is the
variable tariff, including
fuel and variable O&M
costs. The latter fluctuates
based on fuel prices and
plant utilisation. Banks
typically financed 80 per
cent of project costs with
10-year loan tenors, so the
tariff is high in the first 10
years and lower for the re-
mainder of the project’s life.

The cost-plus tariff
used in the policies was in-
effective in discovering
market prices. There is in-
formation asymmetry be-
tween market players and

regulators. Cost-plus tar-
iffs should have been lim-
ited to the first few projects
in 1994. Once the private
sector’s confidence was
won, procuring generation
capacity should have been
done through competitive
bidding. However, when
the power policies were
announced, the government
was in a hurry to build new
power projects and contin-
ued with the inefficient tar-
iffs. In 2015, private inves-
tors and IFIs showed little
interest. Regardless of cost
implications, the govern-
ment wanted power plants
before the 2018 polls and
invited Chinese companies
who insisted on an upfront
tariff for setting up the
projects.

This tariff is even
worse than the negotiated
one in determining market
prices. It is also calculated
on a cost-plus basis, but
the regulator assumes the
costs with a built-in return
on investment .  The
upfront tariff was used for
renewable energy projects.
At the government’s insis-
tence, Nepra assumed high
costs to  determine the
upfront tariffs for coal
power projects and the
transmission project under
CPEC. The tariffs were
overly attractive as the ac-

tual costs are likely two-
thirds of the assumed
costs. It was a policy and
regulatory failure dictated
by political expediency,
unnecessary urgency, poor
planning, and inadequate
investor interest.

Three events since
1994 have hurt interna-
tional investor confidence.
The first  was the
government’s coercion of
IPPs and the unilateral
change in Hubco’s tariff in
1998. Then there was ju-
dicial intervention in rental
power projects under the
ill-conceived policy for
rental power generation.
The agreements with IPPs
were renegotiated in 2020,
and the IPPs agreed to
change the terms of the
contracts voluntarily, al-
though not legally obliged
to do so.

This week, the cabi-
net approved the termina-
tion of IPP contracts, and
the PM announced that
more IPP contracts would
be revised. We’ve already
paid the price of a poor
investment climate through
CPEC projects and have no
case to argue except to re-
quest debt rescheduling.
The Hubco episode and
judicial intervention in sov-
ereign contracts had al-
ready eroded investor con-

fidence, and forced renego-
tiations will end any chance
of rebuilding it.

The 2020 report on
the power sector, authored
by the incumbent SAPM
on power, precipitated the
power contract negotia-
t ions. The report  was
flawed. It conflated issues,
entertained conjecture,
drew wrong conclusions,
and missed the policy per-
spective. The IPPs were
set up under government-
promulgated policies over-
seen by the regulator. We
must endure the cost of our
mistakes and avoid making
more. Blaming private in-
vestors for government
policy blunders and regu-
latory weaknesses is ri-
diculous. This is not to say
that corporations involved
in power generation have
done no wrong. Over-in-
voicing, tax evasion, regu-
latory gaming, and
misreporting are common
in corporate sectors glo-
bally.  Some IPPs have
likely committed corpo-
rate crimes. Regulators
should probe and rectify
regulatory errors, if any,
and prosecute the perpe-
trators if evidence is avail-
able.

Briefly, we need pri-
vate investment  in the
power sector and low-cost

On top of the pro-
tracted use of IMF re-
sources, Egypt has also
been the periodic recipient
of huge lifelines from its
wealthy Gulf backers, no-
tably Saudi Arabia. How-
ever, its ruling elite has
squandered the loans and
external assistance on waste-
ful expenditures and by si-
phoning public resources to
enrich themselves.

Not surprisingly,
Egypt’s governance indica-
tors are poor, similar to Pa-
kistan. Its percentile rank for
‘control of corruption’ is
26th (Pakistan: 22nd), while
for ‘voice and accountabil-
ity’, its percentile rank is
ninth (Pakistan: 25th), ac-
cording to the World Bank’s
Worldwide Governance In-
dicators.

Over the past two
years, Pakistan appears to
have been heavily inspired
by Egypt’s political struc-
ture, with the latter’s auto-
cratic one-man system,
sham elections, its constitu-
tional court acting as a kan-
garoo court and as an instru-
ment of state power, an
ubiquitous and expanded
role for the army, its own
version of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council or
SIFC (called Supreme Coun-
cil for Investment, first set

up in 2016), the stifling of
political dissent and wide-
spread human rights abuses.

In addition, political
commentators have ex-
pressed concern that Paki-
stan could be taking another
leaf from Egypt’s book, and
may be moving towards
“politicide” of its largest and
most popular political party,
much like the fate meted out
to President Mohamed
Morsi and his Freedom and
Justice Party, commonly
known as the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Unlike in Egypt and
Pakistan, the military in In-
donesia seized the day in
1998 as the Suharto regime
collapsed in the face of
popular unrest, and took a
historic, selfless as well as
bold step that has sealed the
fate for the better for that
country. Instead of consoli-
dating its hold on power, the
army leadership at the time
decided it was time to head
to the barracks.

In the words of Tristan
Dreisbach’s case study for
Princeton University’s In-
novations for Successful
Societies, titled Back to the
Barracks: Getting the Indo-
nesian Military Out of Poli-
tics, 1998-2000: “In May
1998, Indonesia’s armed
forces, which had marched

in lockstep with the Suharto
regime for more than three
decades, were poised to be-
gin a stunning about-face.
Suharto, a former major gen-
eral, had resigned when anti-
government protests rapidly
escalated, and his departure
opened the door for a small
group of military leaders to
implement reforms they had
discussed quietly for years.

Agus Widjojo, one of
the officers, drafted a plan
that would change the rela-
tionship between civilian
government and the armed
forces. His New Paradigm
reform agenda called for
eliminating the military from
many aspects of politics and
governance in which it had
long played a dominant role.
From 1998 to 2000, the mili-
tary severed its ties with the
ruling party, agreed to reduce
its representation in the par-
liament, ordered active-duty
officers to leave many posts
in civilian government, and
separated the police from
the armed forces. The
changes represented a ma-
jor break with the past and
set the stage for civilian-led
reforms to enhance elected
government’s control over
military institutions and de-
fence policy.“

Since this momentous
decision, Indonesia’s

electricity.  We need to
move from cost-plus tariff
to competitive bidding. To
have low-cost  power
projects through competi-
tion, we need high inves-
tor interest, confidence in
policy stability, trust in
contracts, and low invest-
ment risk. In 2022, Nepra
approved the generation
capacity expansion plan. It
aims to add 20,000 MW of
new solar, wind, and coal
capacity through private
investment by 2030. The
policy objective should be
to procure the required ca-
pacity at the least cost
through international com-
petitive bidding.

Governments should
take a strategic view, fol-
low a vision, make policies
for growth, and aim to re-
duce the cost of essential
services. What the govern-
ment is doing today will,
instead, ensure that we
continue with poor tariff
regimes, pay hefty premi-
ums, offer higher returns,
and provide stringent guar-
antees by international in-
stitutions to attract private
capital in future power gen-
eration or other public-pri-
vate partnership projects.
The savings from reneging
on sovereign commitments
are minimal,  while the
losses will be incalculable.

economy has taken off and
not looked back, with nomi-
nal US dollar GDP increas-
ing over 14 times, and per
capita income recording a
rise of 11 times, between
1998 and 2023. Today, In-
donesia attracts over $25
billion in gross FDI inflows
(2022), and is the largest
economy in Southeast Asia.

For comparison,
Egypt’s nominal per capita
income in US dollars has in-
creased by a multiple of 2.8,
and Pakistan’s 3.3 times
over this period.

The military in Egypt
has expanded its footprint
in all spheres over the past
few decades, while the
army in Indonesia chose to
return to the barracks at a
critical moment  in the
country’s history. The roll-
back of democratic institu-
tions, impulses as well as
aspirations of the citizens,
and the entrenchment of
autocracy in Egypt has
been accompanied by a
mostly downward trajec-
tory for the country. The
vision of Indonesia’s army
leadership, on the other
hand, to unilaterally accede
to the democratic aspira-
tions of the people, has pro-
pelled the country into an
economic powerhouse.  --
Courtesy Dawn
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LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health and Chairman Cabinet Committee
for Law and order Khawaja Salman Raifuqe presides over the meeting at
Home Department.

LARKANA: Leaders and members of Sindh Peoples Student Federation
(SPSF) are holding protest demonstration for demanding constitutional
courts, held in Larkana.

PESHAWAR: Tehreek Jawanan Pakistan
Chairman, Abdullah Hameed Gul along with others
addresses to media persons during press
conference held at Peshawar press club.

FAISALABAD: Senator/PMLN Central Leader
Talal Chaudhary is offering Duaa after
inaugurating the repair and renovation of
Jaranwala-Faisalabad Road which would be
completed with an estimated cost of Rs.2 billion.

CM inaugurates new
emergency block at

Indus Hospital
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif inaugurated
a new emergency block at
Indus Hospital in Jubilee
Town here on Saturday.

During her visit, the
CM toured various
departments, including
resuscitation areas, CT
scan facilities,  nursing
stat ions,  informat ion
desks, and family medicine
centers.

Addressing a
woman’s complaint about
police inaction, she
promptly summoned the
DIG of Investigat ion,

directing an immediate
resolut ion. Maryam
Nawaz also visited children
in the emergency ward,
offering prayers for their
swift recovery.

The chief minister
reviewed the hospital’s
treatment protocols and
paperless dashboard
system, engaging with
patients and their families
to assess the quality of
healthcare services.

The CM called for a
collaborative plan to
enhance government
hospitals with support
from the Indus Trust and

agreed on joint efforts for
pediatric heart surgeries.

Emphasizing her
commitment to improving
healthcare across Punjab,
she noted that the province
would benefit from the best
practices of Indus
Hospital. Maryam Nawaz
highlighted the success of
the air ambulance service in
saving lives daily. Punjab
Information and Culture
Minister Azma Zahid
Bukhari, MPA Saania
Ashiq, Chief Secretary
Zahid Akhtar Zaman,
Secretary Health, and other
officials were present.

Governor KP holds meeting with
Russian Ambassador; emphasizes

on religious tourism, bilateral coop.

It’s very important to
motivate youth in the
field of sports: Saleem

Independent Report
LAHORE: The
participants of the training
course organized for
National Javelin Judges of
Pakistan Horse and
Mounted Archery
Federat ion called on
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan at
Governor House Lahore.

Speaking on this
occasion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that our traditional
sports are the hallmark of
Pakistan and the youth
associated with these
sports have brought laurels
to the country and the
nation many times at the
international level. He said
that it is very important to
motivate youth in the field
of sports. Governor Punjab
said that the promotion
sports in the society is
very important for the
physical and mental health
of the youth. Governor of
Punjab emphasized the
promotion of indigenous
javelin and said that the
tradit ional sports
embedded in the culture of

Punjab should be revived
and in this regard all
possible cooperation will
be provided from the
Governor House.  He
further said that  the
players who have brought
glory to the country are the
heroes of the nation and the
asset of the country. On
this occasion, Director
Javelin Sardarzada Hussain
Abbas Syed, Director
Operations Ali Fawad and
former MPA Javelin Judge
Malik Khurram Gheba
gave a detailed briefing to
Governor Punjab on the
performance of the
Federat ion. Governor
Punjab Sardar Salim Haider
Khan appreciated the
efforts of the federation
and distributed certificates
among the judges.
Muhammad Asad and
Muhammad Arham, who
won silver and bronze
medals in Russia, while
Arshak Naeem and
Aurangzeb Mubasher,
who represented Pakistan
in Kazakhstan, were
awarded the Pakistan
Colour.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi, on Saturday
met  with Russian
Ambassador H.E. Mr.
Albert  P.  Khorev to
discuss enhancing bilateral
relations across various
sectors, particularly
focusing on the promotion
of religious tourism.

Governor Faisal
Kundi highlighted that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is
home to over 2,000
religious sites that could
att ract  international
tourists.

He emphasized the
need to  strengthen
Pakistan-Russia relations
in t rade,  economy,
education, culture, and
tourism.

Kundi expressed a

desire to  increase
collaboration with Russia
in youth and women’s
initiatives, proposing an
event in Peshawar to foster
connections between the
youth of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Russia.

The discussion also
included the establishment
of sister city relat ions
between Peshawar and
Russian cities.

Addit ionally,  the
Governor talked about
reviving the Russian
Language Center
established at University
of Peshawar in 2018.

He suggested inviting
scholars from Central Asia
and Russia in the future to
highlight shared cultural,
art ist ic,  and historical
values. He expressed the
aim of engaging youth

through dialogue, poetry,
music,  and culture to
combat violence.

Kundi proposed
inviting Russian scholars
and ensuring the
implementation of a 2020
agreement between the
Peshawar Museum and the
Moscow Museum of
Oriental Studies, which had
been stalled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In response,  the
Russian Ambassador
suggested organizing
exhibitions on art and
artificial intelligence in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He
welcomed the Governor’s
sentiments and proposals,
saying that the people of
Khyber  Pakht unkhwa
are fortunate to have a
capable and visionary
leader like Kundi.

PTI proved to be
nonpolitical entity:
Talal Chaudhary

Health Minister says:

Punjab expands capacity
for CM Children’s Heart

Surgery Program

Health department
established free medical
camp for Pashtun Jirga

Punjab reports 149
new dengue cases

PU VC for innovation
in urban horticulture,

enhancing food security

Himmat cards
distributed among

special persons

9 dead, 1659
injured in

1535 RTCs
in Punjab

LAHORE (APP): Nine
persons were killed and
1659 injured in 1535 Road
Traffic Crashes (RTCs) in
all 37 districts of Punjab
during the last 24 hours.

Out  of these,  703
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
956 victims with minor
injuries were treated at the
incident site by Rescue
Medical Teams thus
reducing the burden of
Hospitals.

Furthermore,  the
analysis showed those 864
drivers, 60 underage
drivers, 193 pedestrians,
and 611 passengers were
among the victims of road
traffic crashes.  The
statistics show that 313
RTCs were reported in
Lahore which affected 329
persons placing the
Provincial Capital at top of
the list followed by
Faisalabad 107 in with 120
victims and at third Multan
with 102 RTCs and 110
victims.

According to the data
1405 motorbikes, 84 auto-
rickshaws, 144 motorcars,
32 vans, 12 passenger
buses, 24 truck and 111
other types of auto
vehicles and slow-moving
carts were involved in these
road traffic accidents.

Section 144
imposed on
5 districts
of Punjab

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab government has
imposed Section 144 in five
districts for three days
over security concerns.

The districts include
Dera Ghazi Khan, Layyah,
Muzaffargarh, Rajanpur,
and Kot Addu. The
decision, effective from
October 12 to October 14,
aims to address security
concerns and maintain law
and order. According to a
spokesperson for the home
department, all political
gatherings, protests, sit-
ins, and similar activities
are st rict ly prohibited
under this order.  The
government highlights the
potential risks associated
with public assemblies,
which could become targets
for terrorist attacks.

The decision was
made at the request of
dist rict administ rat ion
concerned, underscoring
the importance of
maintaining law and order.

The Punjab Home
Department has issued an
official not ificat ion
regarding the restrictions.
Authorit ies st ress the
necessity of ensuring
public safety and
protecting human lives and
property during this
period.

13 arrested,
10 cases for
overpricing
essentials

LAHORE (APP): In a
significant move to enforce
official prices, the Price
Control Magistrates have
conducted inspections at
1,999 locations, leading to
the arrest of 13 individuals
for overpricing fruits,
vegetables,  and other
essential items.

Lahore Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Syed
Musa Raza told media on
Saturday that during the
last three days 10 cases
have been registered and
three shops have been
sealed for violations of
government-set prices.
Furthermore, fines totaling
Rs 3.029 million have been
imposed for 403 instances
of non-compliance.

The DC emphasized
that  Price Control
Magistrates and Assistant
Commissioners are actively
ensuring adherence to
official rates.

KP govt
provides tents,
water to Jirga

participants
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government on Saturday
provided essential items
including tents, drinking
water and other necessary
items to the participants of
Pashtun Qaumi Jira here.

Special Assistant to
the Chief Minister KP on
Relief, Naik Muhammad
Khan informed that
following directives of the
Chief Minister,  the
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
was asked to provide
necessary items to the
Jirga participants.

He said the items were
handed over to the local
Member Provincial
Assembly (MPA) Suhail
Afridi adding that tents,
water tank, blankets and
other necessary items
included the provided
items.

Rs783m being spent
on upgradation of 45
BHUs in Khanewal

FAISALABAD (APP):
PMLN Central Leader
Senator Talal Chaudhary
said that  the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) had
proved itself a nonpolitical
ent ity by taking
nonpolit ical decisions
repeatedly during the last
decade. During a press
conference here on
Saturday, he commented
on the protest call of the
PTI for October 15 and
said that it has exposed the
PTI as anti-Pakistan.
“Earlier,  this party
observed sit-ins during the
scheduled visit of the
Chinese President  and
sabotaged the economic
benefits of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC),” he added.

He further said that it
was also revealed that the
PTI was getting foreign
funding for its ulterior
motives from many

countries including India.
He said that a hype was
created by unnecessarily
projecting a cipher and
then a dramatic situation
was created during the
appointment of General
Asim Munir. During the
same period, a terrible
situation was created on
May 09 and just one week
ago this party attacked
Islamabad for its ulterior
motives, he added.

Talal Chaudhary said
that the PTI intended to
blackmail the state at this
crucial t ime when the
Shanghai Cooperat ion
Organizat ion (SCO)
conference was scheduled
to be held in Pakistan and
more than 200 foreign
delegations would
participate in it. Actually,
the PTI is perturbed as
anti-Israel countries are
joining this conference in
Pakistan, he added.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Free
Medical Camp Set Up for
Participants of Pashtun
Nat ional Jirga on
Direct ions of Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur.

On the directives of
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur, a free medical
camp has been established
for the participants of the
Pashtun National Jirga
under the leadership of
Health Advisor Ihtisham
Ali. The camp was set up
by the Health Department
to ensure the well-being of
attendees. On the first day
of the Jirga, Health Advisor
Ihtisham Ali personally
visited the venue, where he
issued instructions to the
District Health Officer
(DHO) of Khyber and
other relevant  health
officials to  set  up the

medical camp to take care
of the participants’ health.

According to  the
instructions of the Health
Advisor, the medical camp
will remain operational
until the conclusion of the
Jirga to ensure that
participants face no health-
related difficulties. Dr.
Zafar Ali Khan, District
Health Officer of Khyber,
confirmed that the medical
camp was set  up
immediately and is
equipped with free
medicines, health check-
ups,  and emergency
services,  including
ambulances, available at all
times. He further stated
that the administration of
the Pashtun National Jirga
had welcomed this
initiative by the Health
Department and expressed
their gratitude on behalf of
the participants.

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Health Department
confirmed on Saturday that
149 new cases of dengue
have been recorded across
the province in the last 24
hours. Rawalpindi remains
the hardest hit with 134
cases,  followed by
Bahawalpur with 3 cases,
and Lahore reporting 2
cases.  Sheikhupura,
Jhelum, Faisalabad,
Attock, Kasur, Mianwali,
Khanewal, Nankana Sahib,
and Narowal each reported
one case. Over the past
week, 997 new cases have
been identified, bringing
the total number of
Dengue cases in Punjab for
2024 to 3,285. The health
department has assured

that  all necessary
arrangements to counter
the outbreak are in place,
with adequate stocks of
medicine available in public
hospitals across the
province. In light of the
rising cases, the Health
Department has issued an
advisory urging the public
to maintain clean and dry
surroundings to prevent
the spread of the Dengue
virus. Citizens are also
encouraged to cooperate
with health teams working
to control the outbreak.

For those seeking
treatment or information,
or to register complaints
related to Dengue, the
Health Department has set
up a free helpline at 1033.

SIALKOT (APP): Punjab
Land Record Authority
(PLRA) Chairman
Chaudhry Tariq Subhani
along with Member
Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Rana Arif Iqbal
Harnah participated in the
dist ribut ion of Chief
Minister’s Himmat cards
among special persons.

Chaudhry Tariq
Subhani said that  the
distribution of stipends
had been made possible
among the deserving
people without harming
their self-esteem with the

launch of the special
program of Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif. He said that 40,000
special persons of the
province had been
registered for quarterly
assistance in the first phase
and a total of 65,000
people would benefit from
it and their number would
increase gradually.

He said that the Chief
Minister government has
taken historic initiatives
like “Apni Chhat Apna
Ghar” and “Himmat Card”
in a short span.

KHANEWAL (APP): In a
bid to improve healthcare
services, the upgradation
of 45 Basic Health Units
(BHUs) is in progress
across the district.

The project ,
est imated to cost
approximately Rs 783.5
million, aims to  enhance
medical fac ilit ies and
p r o v id e  b e t t e r
healthcare services to
residents. Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Ali Bukhari
directed officials concerned
to complete the
upgradation work within

the stipulated time. During
a recent site visit ,  he
inspected BHU 106 and
BHU 157 to assess the
progress.

He was accompanied
by Deputy Director
Development  Shahid
Rehman and Executive
Engineer from the Buildings
department, who provided
a comprehensive briefing
on the project’s status.

The DC inspected
BHUs. He interacted with
patients, inquiring about
the availability of doctors,
medicines, and overall
facilities.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
University Vice Chancellor
Prof Dr Muhammad Ali
has stressed the need for
advancing research,
promoting innovation in
urban horticulture and
enhancing food security
for a sustainable future.

He was addressing an
international seminar
organized by the PU
Faculty of Agricultural
Sciences’ Department of
Hort iculture. On this
occasion, Mr Erik Arthur
van Os and Christianus
Petrus from Netherlands,
Dean Faculty of
Agricultural Sciences Prof
Dr Muhammad Saleem
Haider,  Co-founder &
Managing Director Spurt
International Malik
Mohsin Shahzad, faculty
members and students
were present.  In his
address, the VC highlighted
that the seminar provided
an excellent platform for
knowledge exchange;
collaboration and the
development of sustainable
solutions that can help
shape the future of our
cities. He also appreciated
the Department  of
Horticulture, Faculty of
Agricultural Sciences for
highlighting an important

issue,  which brings
together experts from
across the globe. He
expressed the hope that
insights and discussions in
this event will contribute
significantly in building
greener and more
sustainable urban
environment .  Dr
Muhammad Saleem Hadier
said that the event aims at
bringing together thought
leaders, researchers and
experts to discuss
innovative solutions for
urban horticulture and
addressing the increasing
demand for sustainable
green spaces in rapidly
urbanizing cities. He said
that the seminar focused on
the crucial role of
horticulture in shaping a
greener and more
sustainable future tackling
issues such as food
security, environmental
conservation, and climate
resilience in urban
landscapes. He said that
since the cities around the
globe continue to expand,
the need for innovative and
sustainable approaches to
green urban spaces
becomes more urgent .
Urban horticulture not
only provides avenues for
environmental.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique announced
that  the capacity of
children’s hospitals in the
province is being increased
under the Chief Minister’s
Children’s Heart Surgery
Program.

He made this
statement while presiding
over a meet ing at  the
Department of Specialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education on Saturday,
where he reviewed the
progress of the initiative.

During the meeting,
the Punjab Information
Technology Board (PITB)
provided a detailed briefing
on the program. The Health
Minister highlighted the
success of the initiative,
noting that more than 320
children have already
undergone successful heart
surgeries since its launch.
“Alhamdulillah, we have
expanded the scope of the
Chief Minister ’s
Children’s Heart Surgery
Program, significantly
reducing the waiting list for
surgeries,” he said.

Prior to the launch of

this program, many parents
faced long waiting periods
for their children’s heart
surgeries. “This initiative
has not only expedited
treatment but has also
brought immense relief to
families by eliminat ing
long wait ing lists,”
Khawaja Salman Rafique
added.

The minister
emphasized the
transparency of the
program, stating that it is
continuously monitored
through a dashboard to
ensure efficiency and
accountability. “The
Punjab government has
made the entire system of
the children’s heart surgery
program very transparent,”
he said.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Rushda Lodhi
and Health Advisor Major
General (Retired) Azhar
Kayani were also in
attendance. Other
part icipants included
Secretary Health Punjab
Azmat Mehmood Khan,
Special Secretary
Development Syed Wajid
Ali Shah.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif offering
Dua after inaugurating new emergency block of Indus Hospital
Jubilee Town.

LAHORE: The participants of the training course organized for National
Javelin Judges of Pakistan Horse and Mounted Archery Federation in a group
photo with Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider Khan at Governor House.
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SIALKOT: Defense Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif addressing the business community
while congratulating the newly elected officials of the Chamber of Commerce, including
President Ikram ul Haq.

LAHORE: A shopkeeper iron second-hand courts and paints at a Landa Bazaar
in the Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: A shopkeeper decorating dry fruits as the weather changes in the
Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A gypsy person is scavenging and gathering onions from a
pile of discarded onions left behind by vendors at the Fruit and Vegetables
Market.

MULTAN: A vendor is busy displaying seasonal
fruit Singhara to attract customers at his hand
cart setup.

Jordan keen to expand trade
ties with Pakistan: Ambassador
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Maen Khreasat,
Ambassador of
Jordan in Islamabad
has expressed keen
interest to expand
bilateral trade
cooperation between
Pakistan and his
country, through
enhanced bilateral
cooperation across
various sectors
including tourism,
Agricultural, tourism
and health services.

He said that
Jordan valued its
historical and friendly
relations with
Pakistan and was
keen to further

enhance its trade
ties with it for mutual
benefit.He further
reiterated that RCCI
would work tirelessly
to support initiatives
aimed at mutual
growth and
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
ensuring a
p r o s p e r o u s
partnership between
Pakistan and Jordan.

The ambassador
remarked this while
talking to a
delegation of
Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce  and
Industry (RCCI) led
by President Usman
Shaukat, who called

on him on Fr iday
evening.

According to the
details, the delegation
which included Vice
President Fahad
Barlas,  and EC
member Falak
Anjum discussed
with the ambassador
the matters related
to bi lateral trade,
i n v e s t m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
networking &
chamber to chamber
connect iv i ty  and
exchange of trade
delegation to explore
the potential
cooperation between
the both countries.

RCCI President
Usman Shaukat in
his remarks
reiterated RCCI’s
commitment to
facilitating joint
ventures, promoting
bilateral trade, and
e n h a n c i n g
i n v e s t m e n t
opportunities. He
highlighted the
chamber’s readiness
to assist in organizing
business forums,
exchanging trade
delegations, and
cultural exchange
programs to
strengthen bilateral
economic ties between
the two nations.

SCCI stresses signing
free trade agreement
on Pak-Afghan trade

PESHAWAR (APP):
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
president Fazal Moqeem
Khan on Saturday stressed
the need for signing of a
free trade agreement to
improve Pak-Afghan
bilateral trade.

Similarly, he urged for
reviewing the present
duties and tariffs structures
and reduce them at an
optimal level.

The SCCI chief
demanded pragmatic steps
for ease of doing business
and taking the chamber and
business community on
board before
implementation of rules
and policies.

Fazal Moqeem was
addressing a delegation of
t raders belonging to
Khushal Bazaar,  Gur
Mandi Peshawar during a
meeting held at chamber
house on Saturday.

The delegation was

headed by a member of
SCCI executive committee
Saifullah Khan.

The Meet ing was
attended by SCCI senior
vice president Abdul Jalil
Jan,  vice president
Shehryar Khan, executive
commit tee members
Nadeem Rauf,  Ashfaq
Ahmad, Haji Aftab Iqbal,
and Hamoodur Rehman,
Gur Mandi Khushal Bazar
Peshawar office bearers
and members Haji Sher Ali,
Sher Afzal, Fareequllah,
Shafqat  Mehmood,
Rehman Gul, Baghi Jan,
Sultan Aziz, Haji Sanaullah
Khan, Mahazullah and
Imadadullah.

Traders at the meeting
raised serious concerns
over closure of seed supply
from trade routes including
Torkham, Kharlachi and
Ghulam Khan, imports
from Iran at various
checkpoints, hurdles in
supply of pesticides from

Multan and Kasur, districts
of Punjab, and craters
unfilled by SNGPL after
digging for laying new
pipelines, difficulties in
provision of visa for China
and other issues

Fazal Moqeem
assured the delegation to
take up all issues with
relevant authorit ies to
resolve them amicably.

Earlier, the SCCI chief
took a prompt notice and
made telephone contact
with SNGPL General
Manager Peshawar Region
Waqas Shinwari and
apprised the senior
officials about gas related
issues. Swift ly taking
action on complaints and
reservations of traders, the
SNGPL GM assured the
issues would be resolved
by Monday next.  The
SNGPL senior officer also
invited the traders in his
office to discuss issues in
detail.

Azfar Ahsan meets Saudi
investment minister to
foster B2B investments

Tahseen Sayed calls on
Albania’s PM to promote
bilateral trade, tourism

Ombudsman directs
for online e-Protector

Stamp Facility

Model garment
villages to increase
exports: Minister

‘Empowering women
financially essential for

national progress’

NAVTTC Punjab DG
visits PSGMEA

FII Institute to unveil details
about 8th edition of its annual

conference on Tuesday

MCL intensifies
crackdown on

illegal parking mafia

Atif Ikram says:
Meeting of
SCO in Pak

will be an
important
milestone

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: President
Federation of Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Atif Ikram Shaikh
welcomed the meeting of
Shanghai Cooperat ion
Organization in Pakistan
and said that the meeting
of Shanghai Cooperation
Organization in Pakistan
will be an important
milestone. Increasing
Pakistani exports and
bus ines s - t o - bus ines s
linkages is important .
Sidelines talks require a
one-point  economic
agenda.

President Atif Ikram
said that the visit of the
heads of the member
countries is a
manifestat ion of the
world’s t rust,  the
part icipat ion of the
member countries and
observers in the meeting
will bring economic
benefits to Pakistan.By
holding this meeting in
Pakistan,  employment
opportunities are expected
by promoting investment
in Pakistan.

BoR approves
monitoring,

accountability
of revenue courts
LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Board of revenue
has approved a system of
monitoring and
accountability of revenue
courts in the province and
for the purpose, it  has
okayed establishment of
two monitoring &
accountability committees.

The idea was
discussed by Senior
Member Board of Revenue
Nabeel Javed in various
meet ings of the board
which unanimously
approved it. Formulation
of modalities was assigned
to Member (Taxes) Zaman
Wattoo. Minutes indicate
that constitution of two
monitoring &
accountability committees
was approved by the
Board of Revenue in
exercise of powers under
section 4 of the Punjab
Board of Revenue Act,
1957.

Gold prices up
by Rs.1,600

per tola
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.1,600 and was sold at
Rs.275,500 on Saturday
compared to its sale at Rs.
273,900 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat  gold also
increased by Rs. 1,372 to
Rs. 236,197 from Rs.
234,825 whereas the price
of 10 gram 22 karat gold
went up to Rs. 216,514
from Rs. 215,256, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained unchanged at Rs.
3,050 and Rs. 2,614.88,
respectively.

The price of gold in
the international market
increased by $16 to $2,656
from $2,640.

SNGPL
disconnects 10
meters, removes

five illegal
extensions

MULTAN (APP): The Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) UFG
Control Task Force, under
the directions of the
General Manager,  has
intensified daily operations
and disconnected 10
meters, including one used
for commercial purposes,
and removed five illegal
extensions.

During inspections, a
residential consumer was
found using a domestic gas
meter for commercial
purposes. The meter was
immediately disconnected,
and further departmental
act ion has been
recommended.

Addit ionally, eight
consumers were caught
red-handed using
compressors to boost gas

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Wafaqi Mohtasib, Ejaz
Ahmad Qureshi on
Wednesday intervened to
resolve the long-standing
issue of affixing of e-
protector stamp on the
passports of Pakistanis
intending to proceed
abroad for employment or
higher education.

As a result,  the
Bureau of Immigration has
now started online e-
protector facility also,
which is available at the
airports too.

It may be informed
that it is obligatory for all
those traveling to middle
eastern or other countries
for employment  to  get
t he  pr o t ec t o r  st amps
affixed  o n t heir

passpo r t s  o t her wise
t hey have  no t  been
granted permission to
travel abroad and many
had to  return from the
airports due to its non-
availability. This resulted
in not only the loss of
foreign employment but
also the money spent on
buying the tickets.

On the directions of
the Wafaqi Mohtasib
online e-protector stamp
facility is now available at
all international airports of
the country on 24/7 basis
so that a protector stamp
may be affixed on the
passports of anyone
desirous of going abroad
who might have forgotten
to get  his passport
stamped.

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Social Welfare and Baitul-
Mal Punjab Sohail Shaukat
Butt said on Saturday that
building of model garment
villages in the province will
help increase exports.

Talking to  APP,
Minister Sohail Shaukat
Butt said that Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has formed a steering
commit tee for the
establishment of garment
villages in the province.
According to a
not ification, Provincial
Minister for Social Welfare
and Baitul-Mal Punjab
Sohail Shaukat has been
appointed as the convener
of the steering committee
of garment city villages’

project . The steering
committee will shortlist
locations for the garment
villages.Sohail Shaukat
Butt told APP that model
garment villages will be
built  on the pattern of
handicraft centers of Social
Welfare Department. The
steering committee will
take steps to  supply
necessary equipment to
the model garment villages,
he said. Human resource
training for the model
garment villages project will
be ensured and a joint
venture with Toyota will
help play a role in making it
a success. The Social Welfare
Department will provide all
logistical support to the
steering committee, the
minister added.

MULTAN (APP): Deputy
Director Social Welfare
Abdul Aziz Khan said that
empowering women
financially was essential
for national progress.

He made this
statement while addressing
a one-day seminar on
“Financial Awareness for
Women” at  Sanat  Zar
(Industrial Home), Social
Welfare Multan.

The event  was
organized in collaboration
with the State Bank of
Pakistan and Bank Al
Habib Limited, Multan.
Kiran Amjad, Deputy
Director of State Bank of
Pakistan, attended as the
guest of honor. Other key

attendees included Yasir
Siddique, In-charge SME
Multan Zone, Bank Al
Habib Limited, and Burhan
Saeed, Chief Manager,
Main Branch, Bank Al
Habib Limit ed.  Dr.
Muhammad  Nas ir ,
Manager of Sanat  Zar,
hos t ed  the  seminar ,
which was attended by
a  lar ge number  o f
students.

Abdul Aziz Khan
stated women play a crucial
role in society’s
development. He stated
that the students at Sanat
Zar receive not only
vocational training but also
guidance in
entrepreneurship.

SIALKOT (APP):
Director General (DG)
National Vocational and
Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC)
Punjab, Asifa Maqbool,
visited the Pakistan Sports
Goods Manufacturers and
Exporters Associat ion
(PSGMEA) and
emphasized the need to
further strengthen bilateral
cooperation.

Chairman Pakistan
Sports Goods
Manufacturers and
Exporters Associat ion
(PSGMEA), Khawaja
Masood Akhtar, Senior
Vice Chairman (SVC)
PSGMEA Sheikh Abrar

Sandal and Vice Chairman
(VC) PSGMEA Chaudhry
Muhammad Aslam
warmly welcomed
NAVTTC Punjab DG
Asifa Maqbool.

During an important
meeting held at PSGMEA,
Pakistan Sports Goods
Manufacturers and
Exporters Associat ion
(PSGMEA) Chairman
Khawaja Masood Akhtar
said that both PSGMEA
and NAVTTC are trying to
promote skilled people.

He said that he would
fully support NAVTTC in
all its activities which will
help in the growth of
skilled manpower.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Future Investment
Initiative (FII) Institute
will hold a news conference
on Tuesday to  unveil
details about the upcoming
eighth edition of its annual
conference, which will take
place from October 29 to
31 at the King Abdulaziz
International Conference
Center in Riyadh, under
the theme “Infinite
Horizons: Invest ing
Today, Shaping
Tomorrow.”

The news conference,
hosted by the Saudi Press
Agency (SPA), will feature
FII Chief Executive and
board member of the
Future Investment
Initiative Institute Richard
Attias, along with other FII
leaders, strategic partners,
and media representatives.

The news conference
will discuss key issues and
challenges facing the global
community that will be
addressed at 8th FII and
explore the significance of
the FII’s commitment to
fostering investment and
shaping a better future.

The 8th edition of the
FII will delve into new
strategies for addressing
global challenges, Africa’s
role in the global economy,
women’s leadership,
investment practices, and
more.

With over 5,000
expected guests and 500
speakers, the conference
will cover a wide range of
topics, including economic
stability,  equitable
development , climate
change, art ificial
intelligence (AI).

LAHORE (APP): The
Metropolitan Corporation
Lahore (MCL) is ramping
up its crackdown against
the illegal parking mafia
and overcharging practices
throughout the provincial
capital.

On the special
direct ives of Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r /
Administrator Syed Musa
Raza, MCL Chief Officer
Shahid Abbas Khatia is
leading efforts to identify
and address illegal parking
sites. Recent inspections at

Chowk Yateem Khana
uncovered two illegal
parking points,  one of
which was found
overcharging customers.
Similar actions have been
taken on Church Road and
Hall Road.

In Gulberg,
authorities identified illegal
activities at two parking
sites,  prompting
immediate enforcement
measures. A total of seven
cases have been filed with
local police against
violators.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former Minister for
Investment Muhammad
Azfar Ahsan met with H.E.
Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al-
Falih,  Minister of
Investment for the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
in Islamabad on Saturday.

They discussed the
robust  partnership
between the private sectors
of both countries,
emphasizing that  the
private sector should be
empowered to lead
bus ines s - t o - bus ines s
(B2B) collaborations for
finalizing product ive
investments.

The conversat ion
focused on fostering an
ecosystem to strengthen
the bilateral relationship,
addressing key challenges
faced by both countries,
and outlining a strategic
road-map for the future.

A project centered on
food security was
highlighted as a critical area
for collaboration, aimed at

promoting stability and
prosperity.

They emphasized the
need for consistency in
partnerships to navigate
complex geopolit ical
dynamics and foster
regional stability.

Additionally, a visit to
Riyadh by leading
Pakistani business houses
was agreed upon, where
they will engage in B2B
meetings with their Saudi
counterparts to explore
joint ventures and attract
further investments into
Pakistan.

H.E. Khalid bin
Abdulaziz Al-Falih and
Muhammad Azfar Ahsan
expressed optimism about
the prospects for deeper
cooperation and mutual
prosperity.

They also highlighted
the enduring strength of the
relationship between the
two countries, aiming to
unlock untapped potential
and foster sustainable
economic development.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Honorary Consul of
Albania in Islamabad,
Tahseen Sayed, has
returned to Pakistan after
an important  and
successful visit to Albania
to promote Pakistan’s trade
and tourism plus
strengthening bilateral ties.

In an interaction with
media here on Saturday,
Tahseen Sayed, formerly
the senior-most Pakistani
in the World Bank as
Regional Director, referred
to her role as as an
international expert
member of Albania’s
National Economic Council
chaired by Prime Minister
Edi Rama.

She said, “During my
visit, I met with the top
Albanian leadership
including Prime Minister
Rama, Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, Tourism, Defense,
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ,
European Integrat ion,
Finance, Economy &
Planning, and the Mayor of
Tirana.”

She said that ‘main
focus of my visit was to
have discussions with
representat ives of the
private sector, including
Chambers of Commerce,
banking sector and tourism
and travel operators.

She expressed
satisfaction that ‘Albania’s
leadership expressed their
country’s desire to
st rengthen engagement
with Pakistan and
especially welcomed
opportunities in the areas
of, labour market, tourism
and trade’.

Tahseen Sayed
welcomed the recent
decision by Government of
Pakistan to include Albania
among the countries listed
for receiving tourists with
visa on arrival, which will
help in trade and tourism
with Pakistan.

Albania is located in
southeastern Europe in the
Balkans on the Adriatic and
Ionian seas and has land
borders with Greece,
Serbia, Montenegro.
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Spanish PM calls for
halt to arms for Israel

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez
called on the international
community to stop selling
weapons to Israel, after a
meeting with Pope Francis
at the Vatican.

“I do believe that it is
urgent that, in light of ev-
erything that is happening
in the Middle East, the in-
ternational community
stops exporting weapons
to the government of Is-
rael,” he told reporters.

“This is an appeal that
I will make…to the entire
international community,”
he said, adding that it was
important “not to contrib-
ute in one way or another
to the escalation of violence
and to the war and its ex-
pansion in Gaza, the West
Bank or, in this case, to
Lebanon.”

His comments reflect
those of the French presi-
dent, who said countries
should stop delivering
weapons to fight in Gaza
— prompting outrage from

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, France’s President Emmanuel
Macron, Cypriot President Nikos Christodoulides, and Croatia’s President
Zoran Milanovic hold a press conference after a summit of Mediterranean
countries at Paphos, Cyprus.

Quetta

UN condemns
Netanyahu’s warning

to Lebanese

‘Relentless, deliberate’ attacks
by Israel destroying Gaza’s
healthcare, say UN experts

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: The United Na-
tions said on Friday it was
“appalled” by inflamma-
tory language surrounding
the conflict in Lebanon and
asked leaders to end their
“bellicose posturing”.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu this
week urged the Lebanese
people to rise up against
Hezbollah, or risk a similar
fate to Hamas-run Gaza.

“We are appalled by
sweeping inflammatory
language on multiple sides,”
UN Human Rights Office
spokeswoman Ravina
Shamdasani told a media
briefing in Geneva.

“Recent language
threatening Lebanese people
as a whole and calling on

Monitoring Desk
GAZA: A UN report said
that Israel’s targeted and
“wanton destruction” in
Gaza was destroying the
healthcare system in the
Palestinian enclave. The re-
port found evidence that
both Palestinian prisoners
and Israeli hostages have
been tortured and sexually
abused.

A UN commission on
Thursday accused Israel of
destroying Gaza’s health
care system through “re-
lentless and deliberate at-
tacks” in its yearlong war
with Hamas and said that
Palestinian prisoners and
Israeli hostages have been
tortured and sexually
abused. The expert panel
was commissioned in 2021
by the U.N.-backed Human
Rights Council to look into
rights violations and abuses
in Israel and the Palestinian
areas it controls. Led by
Navi Pillay, a former U.N.

human rights chief, the
panel members are indepen-
dent experts and do not
speak for the world body.

There was no imme-
diate comment from Israel,
which has long accused the
U.N. of being biased against
it and has not cooperated
with the commission.

Israeli forces have
raided hospitals in Gaza on
several occasions, accusing
militants of sheltering
there. Palestinian medical
officials have denied such
allegations and accused Is-
rael of recklessly endanger-
ing civilians. Hospitals can
lose their protection under
international law if they are
used for military purposes.

The report accused
Israel of deliberately kill-
ing, detaining and tortur-
ing Palestinian medical
staff, of targeting their ve-
hicles and of restricting
permits for medical evacu-
ations from Gaza.

them to either rise up against
Hezbollah or face destruc-
tion like Gaza, risks being
understood as encouraging
or accepting violence di-
rected against civilians and
civilian objects, in violation
of international law.”

She also decried as
“unacceptable” the “ongo-
ing denigration of the UN,
in particular UNRWA”, the
UN agency supporting six
million Palestinian refugees
spread across Gaza, the
West Bank, Jordan, Leba-
non and Syria. “This kind
of toxic rhetoric, from any
source, must stop,” she
said. Israel has long been at
odds with the agency and
alleged that some of its em-
ployees were involved in
the October 7 Hamas raids.

China threatens Taiwan with
more trade measures after

denouncing president’s speech
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China is study-
ing further trade measures
against Taiwan, China’s
Ministry of Commerce said
on Saturday, two days af-
ter Beijing denounced a
speech by Taiwan Presi-
dent Lai Ching-te.

The Chinese ministry
said in a statement on its
website that the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party,
Taiwan’s ruling party, had
not taken any practical
measures to lift “trade re-
strictions” on China.

“At present, relevant
(Chinese government) de-
partments are studying fur-
ther measures based on the
conclusions of the investi-
gation into trade barriers
from Taiwan” against
China, it added. Taiwan’s
China policy making Main-
land Affairs Council said it
regretted and “strongly
protested” the move.

“Blatant economic co-
ercion will only arouse the
resentment of the Taiwan-
ese people and cause the
distance between the two

sides of the Taiwan Strait
to grow wider and wider,”
it said in a statement. China,
which views democratically
governed Taiwan as its own
territory, detests Lai as a
“separatist”. Lai and his
government reject Beijing’s
sovereignty claims, saying
only Taiwan’s people can
decide their future.

On Thursday at his
keynote national day
speech, Lai said the People’s
Republic of China had no
right to represent Taiwan,
but that the island was will-
ing to work with Beijing to
combat challenges like cli-
mate change, striking both a
firm and conciliatory tone,
drawing anger from China.
The Saturday announce-
ment from China’s com-
merce ministry could por-
tend tariffs or other forms
of economic pressure
against the island in the near
future. China’s Taiwan Af-
fairs Office, which on
Thursday said that Lai’s
speech promoted “separat-
ist ideas” and incited con-
frontation.

Taiwan celebrates its
National Day holiday against
a background of Chinese threats

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEI: Taiwan celebrated
its National Day holiday
Thursday against the back-
ground of threats from
China, which claims the
self-governing island repub-
lic as its own territory.

Thursday’s com-
memorations included mili-
tary displays, but no heavy
military equipment such as
those seen in years past.

Addressing the threat
from China, President Lai
Ching-te took a firm but
measured line while offer-
ing cooperation on areas
from fighting infectious dis-
eases to maintaining “re-
gional peace and stability.”

“We hope that China
will live up to the expecta-
tions of the international
community, that it will ap-
ply its influence and work
with other countries toward
ending Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine and end conflicts
in the Middle East,” Lai
said.

“And we hope that
(China) will take up its in-
ternational responsibilities
and, along with Taiwan,
contribute to the peace, se-
curity and prosperity of the
region and the globe,” the
president added.

The celebration marks
the establishment of the
Republic of China, which
overthrew the Qing Dy-
nasty in 1911 and relocated

to Taiwan as Mao
Zedong’s Communists
swept to power on the
mainland during a civil war
in 1949. Taiwan was run
under martial law until
transitioning to full democ-
racy in the 1980s and 1990s
but maintains the original
constitution brought from
China and the ROC flag.

Lai took office in
May, continuing the eight-
year rule of the Democratic
Progressive Party that re-
jects China’s demand that
it recognize Taiwan is a part
of China. The Nationalists
adhere to a unification
stance that recognizes both
sides of the Taiwan Strait
as a single nation.

Maintaining its mili-
tary pressure on Taiwan,
China’s People’s Liberation
Army sent 15 planes across
the median line in the Tai-
wan Strait, prompting Tai-
wan to scramble jets, dis-
patch ships and activate
missile systems.

In response to such
threats, Taiwan has or-
dered billions of dollars in
fighter jets, tanks, mis-
siles and various upgrades
to existing gear from the
U.S., while revitalizing its
own defense indust ry
with the production of
submarines and o ther
equipment aimed at de-
terring or fending off a
Chinese attack.

A machinery clears rubble at a site of an Israeli strike, amid ongoing hostili-
ties between Hezbollah and Israeli forces, in Beirut, Lebanon.

Germany will send
more weapons to
Israel, says Scholz

Indonesia’s Prabowo defends
plan to expand government

with ‘fat’ cabinet

Israel draws
world ire as

two more UN
staff injured in

Lebanon
Monitoring Desk

BEIRUT: Israel claimed
that its forces fired at a
‘threat’ near a UN peace-
keeping position on Friday
in Lebanon, acknowledging
that a “hit” was responsible
for wounding two Blue
Helmets in an incident that
has sparked a fierce diplo-
matic backlash.

The UN peacekeeping
mission said two more of
its members were wounded
on Friday — a day after
two Indonesian Blue Hel-
mets were injured — lead-
ing the Israeli army to say
it was “conducting a thor-
ough review at the highest
levels of command”.

The Israeli statement
also said the peacekeepers
had been “inadvertently
hurt” during fighting.

Thunberg leads
pro-Palestinian,
climate protest

in Milan
Monitoring Desk

MILAN: Swedish activist
Greta Thunberg attended a
climate change and pro-Pal-
estinian rally in Milan on
Friday, days after her criti-
cism of Israel sparked a row
over protests in Germany.

More than 1,000
people, many of them teen-
agers, joined a peaceful
march in the northern Ital-
ian city organised by Fri-
days For Future, the climate
change movement Thunberg
helped found. Wearing a
keffiyeh, a traditional scarf
symbolising the Palestinian
struggle against Israel,
Thunberg walked near the
front of the procession as
other protesters waved
flags, held banners and
danced to music. “Palestin-
ians have been living under
suffocating oppression for
decades by an apartheid re-
gime, and during the last
year with Israel’s live broad-
casted genocide.

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: Germany will
supply more weapons to
Israel soon, Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said on Thursday,
after a significant drop in
deliveries this year
prompted opposition accu-
sations that Berlin deliber-
ately delayed the exports.

“We have not decided
not to supply weapons. We
have supplied weapons and
we will supply weapons,”
Scholz told parliament at an
event to commemorate the
victims of the Oct 7 Hamas
raid, countering an accusa-
tion from opposition leader
Friedrich Merz.

The government had
made decisions “that also
ensure that there will be
further deliveries soon,” the
chancellor said.

Merz, leader of

Germany’s conservative
opposition, accused the
government of delaying
arms exports to Israel, in-
cluding ammunition and
tank spare parts. “For
weeks and months, the fed-
eral government has refused
to grant export permits for
ammunition and even spare
parts for tanks,” Merz said
at the parliamentary ses-
sion.

“We are aware of sev-
eral specific cases where the
government has withheld
approval for equipment and
material that Israel urgently
needs to defend itself,”
Merz added.

Meanwhile Scholz re-
jected claims that Berlin had
imposed a de facto stop on
arms exports to Israel and
said more defence goods
would be sent soon.

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s
President-elect Prabowo
Subianto has defended his
plan to expand govern-
ment agencies, saying it is
needed for a strong admin-
istration even if critics call
it a “fat” cabinet that will
bloat the bureaucracy.

Prabowo, who will be
sworn in on Oct 20, plans
to add about 10 ministries
and agencies, a move seen
as a way to create senior
jobs for politicians in his
seven-party coalition.

“I want to create a
united and strong govern-
ment,” he told an eco-
nomic forum on Wednes-
day. “The coalition must
be big and some will say
my cabinet is fat.”

Foreign investo rs
have been worried that
Prabowo may ease fiscal
discipline in Southeast
Asia’s largest economy. A

senior  aide has said
Prabowo will st ick to
agreed 2025 spending lev-
els and will adhere to ex-
isting budget rules.

Prabowo suggested
his cabinet  will keep
many ministers from the
administration of outgoing
President Joko Widodo,
saying decisions will be
merit-based. He did not
elaborate.

His cabinet will con-
sist of non-politicians and
party representatives and
could be announced the
day after the inauguration,
a close aide said.

Sources said some
heads and senior officials
of coalition parties will get
ministerial seats. These in-
clude several incumbents:
Energy Minister Bahlil
Lahadalia, Trade Minister
Zulkifli Hasan and Agrar-
ian Affairs Minister Agus
Harimuti Yudhoyono.

Dutch economy minister
pushes for European

chip industry coalition

2.5m businesses,
households without

power in Florida

Monitoring Desk
ROME: The Dutch
economy minister said on
Thursday he wants to
form a European Union
“coalition of the willing”
to strengthen their domes-
tic computer chip indus-
tries and remain competi-
t ive with the US and
China.

On the sidelines of a
G7 meeting of industry
ministers in Rome, Dirk
Beljaarts said that while
the Netherlands is home
to leading chip tool maker
ASML, it wants to “facili-
tate other (EU) countries
having several plants in

production, assembly, and
packaging.”

“To have a stronger
EU, between the other
global players, to get le-
verage, it’s important to
work together,” Beljaarts
said.

The Netherlands is
willing to take a leading
role, he said, noting that he
has been cooperating with
his Italian counterpart
Adolfo Urso on the idea.

Although the Nether-
lands has the world’s 18th

largest economy and is not
a G7 member, Beljaarts
was invited to the meet-
ing on technology policy.

Monitoring Desk
SIESTA KEY: The death
toll from Hurricane Milton
rose to 16 on Friday, as resi-
dents began the painful
process of piecing their lives
and homes back together.

Nearly 2.5 million
households and businesses
were without power, and
some areas in the path cut
through the state by the
monster storm from the
Gulf of Mexico to the At-
lantic Ocean remained
flooded. Milton crashed
into the Gulf coast late on
Wednes-day as a category
3 storm, smashing commu-
nities still reeling from
Hurri-cane Helene two

weeks ago, which killed 237
people across the US south-
east, including in Florida.

On Siesta Key, a beauti-
ful barrier island near Sarasota
where the storm made land-
fall, Milton left a desolate land-
scape. Some streets were still
flooded on Friday. Fallen trees
and debris — sofas, beds,
chairs and appliances, much
of it left behind by Helene —
were strewn haphazardly on
roadsides.

Resident Mark
Horner, who moved there
six years ago, said while his
house was largely spared,
the island “got hit really
hard” and people were re-
assessing the future.

Republican presidential nominee and former U.S. President Donald Trump
holds a campaign rally in Reno, Nevada, U.S.

Trump ratchets up rhetoric,
calls for death penalty for

migrants who kill Americans
anti-immigration rhetoric in
the final weeks of the Nov
5 election campaign, where
he aims to defeat Demo-
cratic candidate Kamala
Harris.

Illegal immigration is a
top voter concern, and
Trump is seen by most
voters as the person best
able to address it, opinion
polls show.

“I’m hereby calling for
the death penalty for any
migrant that kills an Ameri-
can citizen or a law enforce-
ment officer,” Trump said
to loud cheers from a large
crowd of supporters.

Trump has already
proposed an expansion of
the death penalty for other

Monitoring Desk
RENO: Donald Trump
portrayed migrants as dan-
gerous criminals during a
rally in Aurora, Colorado,
on Friday, calling for the
death penalty for migrants
who kill US citizens as he
escalates the anti-immigra-
tion rhetoric that has fueled
his presidential
run.Flanked by posters of
alleged members of the Ven-
ezuelan gang Tren de
Aragua, Trump also said
that if elected he would
launch a national “Opera-
tion Aurora” to target the
gang members.

Trump, the Republi-
can presidential candidate,
has noticeably hardened his

US clashes with
China, Russia at

Laos summit

Nobel Peace
winners warn of
nuclear conflict’s

rising risk
Monitoring Desk

HIROSHIMA: Leaders of
the group of atomic bomb
survivors awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize warned
on Saturday that the risk of
nuclear war was rising, re-
newing their call to abolish
nuclear weapons. “The in-
ternational situation is get-
ting progressively worse,
and now wars are being
waged as countries threaten
the use of nuclear weap-
ons,” said Shigemitsu
Tanaka, a survivor of the
1945 US bombing of
Nagasaki and co-head of the
Nihon Hidankyo group.

Monitoring Desk
VIENTIANE: The United
States and its allies clashed
with Russia and China at a
summit in Laos dominated
by disputes on maritime
claims and Ukraine. World
leaders descended on the
normally tranquil, temple-
lined streets of the Laotian
capital Vientiane, which
marked a rare occasion
bringing together the top US
and Russian diplomats.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, meeting
Asean leaders before the full

Musk unveils
‘cybercab’
robotaxi

Monitoring Desk
LOS ANGELES: Tesla
CEO Elon Musk show-
cased on Thursday a long-
awaited robotaxi with two
gull-wing doors and no
steering wheel or pedals and
surprised with robovan,
betting on a shift in focus
from low-priced mass-mar-
ket cars to robotic vehicles.

At a glitzy unveiling,
Musk reached the stage in
a “Cybercab” to be pro-
duced from 2026 — even-
tually in high volume —
and pr iced under
$30,000. He then intro-
duced the robovan which
can carry up to 20 people
though offered few fur-
ther details. But Musk,
who has a record of miss-
ing projections.

summit, reiterated calls for
freedom of navigation in the
South China Sea. “We re-
main concerned about
China’s increasingly danger-
ous and unlawful actions on
the South and East China
Seas, which have injured
people, harmed vessels
from Asean nations and
contradict commitments to
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes,” Blinken said.
Blinken also warned China
over Taiwan, where the
new leader delivered an an-
nual speech last week.

Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Sanchez is one of the
most outspoken crit ics
among European Union
leaders of Israel’s attacks in
Gaza. He described Israel’s
military offensives in Leba-
non on Wednesday as an
“invasion”, saying that the
international community
had to act.

Meanwhile, Ireland’s
foreign minister Micheal
Martin on Friday con-
demned an attack by Israeli
forces in southern Lebanon
that left two United Na-
tions peacekeepers
wounded.

On Thursday, t he
UN peacekeeping mission
in Lebanon, UNIFIL, said
Israeli fire on their head-
quarters in the country’s
south injured two Blue
Helmets.

Prime minister Simon
Harris said he was “deeply
concerned” at the reports
but Martin, who is also
deputy prime minister,
went further, calling it “an

Displaced Palestinians make their way as they flee areas in the northern
Gaza Strip, following an Israeli evacuation order, amid the Israel-Hamas con-
flict, in Gaza City.

US expands
sanctions

against Iran
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The
United States on Friday
expanded sanctions against
Iran’s petroleum and pet-
rochemical sectors in re-
sponse to Iran’s missile at-
tack on Israel, the Treasury
Department said.

“This action intensi-
fies financial pressure on
Iran, limiting the regime’s
ability to earn critical en-
ergy revenues to undermine
stability in the region and
attack US partners and al-
lies,” the Treasury Depart-
ment said in a statement. It
adds the petroleum and pet-
rochemical sector to an ex-
isting executive order that
targets key sectors of Iran’s
economy.

extraordinary development,
quite shocking”.

“This marks a very
serious intensification of
IDF hostility towards UN
forces and UN posts. Ab-
solutely unacceptable.
What happened over the
last 48 hours prior to this
was reckless and intimida-
tory,” he said.

Ireland accounts for
347 of the 10,000 soldiers
serving in the UNIFIL
forces, which are charged
with maintaining peace in
the south of Lebanon.

Speaking to reporters
in southwest Ireland Mar-
tin called on the interna-
tional community to “re-
ally put down a marker to
Israel that this is unaccept-
able behaviour”.

“The international
community now need to
collectively engage with Is-
rael and put pressure on
Israel to desist from this
activity, to stop it, and to
ensure that UN peacekeep-
ers are not put in harm’s
way,” he said.

Climate change
made Hurricane
Milton worse,
scientists say
Monitoring Desk

FLORIDA: The brutal
wind and torrential rainfall
of Hurricane Milton that
killed 16 people in Florida
this week were worsened
by human-caused climate
change, a team of interna-
tional scientists said on Fri-
day.

Global warming made
wind speeds around 10 per
cent stronger and rainfall
greater by between 20pc
and 30pc, according to an
analysis by World Weather
Attribution. The group of
climate scientists studies
the role of climate change
in fuelling extreme weather.
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QUETTA: Chairperson of Quetta Foundation,
Zarina Khaliji along with others addresses to me-
dia persons during press conference held at Quetta
press club.

QUETTA:  MPA Prince Agha Umer Ahmedzai speaks
during a reconciliation ceremony between
Samlani,Shahwani and Lehri tribal at Kalat House.

SIALKOT: Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif talking to media persons at his residence.

NEW YORK: Pakistan’s Ambassador in USA
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh meeting with Governor of
Texas Greg Abbott.

USTA MUHAMMAD: Provincial Minister Sardarzada Faisal Khan Jamali
giving away appreciation certificate to a worker for her services in polio
campaign.

KARACHI: CEO and President Barrick Gold Mark Baristow in a group
photo with students of Balochistan selected in International Graduate Devel-
opment Program.

Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori and a delegation of MQM called on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad.

Don’t turn blind eye to
‘war crimes’ in Palestine &
Kashmir, Pakistan asks UN
UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Pakistan has called
on the world community
“not to turn a blind eye” to
the “war crimes” being
committed in

Palestine and Indian
Illegally Occupied &
Kashmir(IIOJ&K), and un-
derscored the need to elimi-
nate impunity and secure
justice for the victims of
grave injustices.

“Crimes against hu-
manity are among the most
egregious violations of hu-
man rights, unsettling the
very conscience of the in-
ternational community,”
Ambassador Usman Iqbal
Jadoon, deputy permanent
member of Pakistan to the
UN, told the General
Assembly’s Sixth (legal)
Committee.

Speaking in a debate
on Crimes against Human-
ity, he said Pakistan was
“deeply concerned” about
the ongoing cycle of occu-
pation, oppression, and
violence in Palestine.

“As we mark the

dreadful one-year anniver-
sary of Israel genocidal war
against the Palestinian
people, the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza continues to
worsen,” the Pakistani en-
voy said, highlighting that
this tragic situation was a
direct result of over seven
decades of illegal Israeli oc-
cupation and disregard for
international law, including
General Assembly and UN
Security Council resolu-
tions affirming the Palestin-
ian people’s right to self-
determination.

“These inhumane ac-
tions by Israeli occupation
forces are not only unac-
ceptable but also constitute
war crimes and crimes
against humanity and a
‘plausible’ genocide as
ruled by the International
Court of Justice (ICJ),” the
Pakistani envoy said.

In line with the recent
General Assembly resolu-
tion on implementing the
ICJ Advisory Opinion, he
said, “Israel must Immedi-
ately and unconditionally

withdraw from all occupied
Palestinian territories; end
its unlawful policies and
make reparations for the
damages; and ensure the
Palestinians can exercise
their right to self-determi-
nation. “

In this context, Am-
bassador Jadoon said also
underscored the necessity
for global cooperation to
eradicate impunity for cul-
prits and to ascertain jus-
tice for victims.

While the Interna-
tional Law Commission’s
draft articles and commen-
taries serve as crucial in-
struments for enhancing
accountability by providing
practical and insightful guid-
ance to States, he empha-
sized that it was premature
to establish any solid con-
clusions regarding their es-
sence and layout. “It is vital
to ensure that the definitions
outlined in the draft articles
on the prevention and pun-
ishment of crimes against hu-
manity—specifically for
crimes such as enslavement.

Governor Balochistan says
We are determined to develop 1st

women university of Province,
raise education standard

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
has stated that we are
making conscious ef-
forts to put first women
university of the prov-
ince and raise standard
of education further.

The Governor said
that vice chancellor-ship
of the University is not
mere an honour but it is
also a big responsibility.

He said that we
have gathered to witness
the art pieces in the fine
art exhibition based on
the beautiful combina-
tion of the conscience of
the female students,
colour and their creative
capabilities.

He said that this ex-
cellent exhibition of the

fine art is a rare opportu-
nity of expression of the
human ideas. 

These views were
expressed by the Gover-
nor while addressing
the participants of the
fine art exhibition orga-
nized at the Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women
University here the other
day.

The fine art exhibi-
tion was organized by
the Fine Art Department
of the Women Univer-
sity.

Also present on the
occasion were the Pro-
vincial Minister for Edu-
cation, Ms. Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani
besides others.

The Governor said
that the fine art exhibition
is not mere for the artists

but we can also polish
the creative talent of all
students of the univer-
sity through such activi-
ties.

He said that there’s
no dearth of talent in our
women but lack of nec-
essary facilities and op-
portunities create
hurdles in their way.

The Governor
urged the university ad-
ministration to keep on
such activities in future
as well. He also exhorted
the students to take
wholehearted part in
these activities. 

Later, the Governor
visited the exhibition and
inspected the art pieces
displayed there.

He also announced
prizes for the outstand-
ing artists.

Ahsan terms PTI’s protest
call as ‘Political Terrorism’
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Profes-
sor Ahsan Iqbal, here on
Saturday strongly con-
demned Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf’s protest call on
October 15, labeling it as
‘Political Terrorism’, aimed
at maligning Pakistan and
stopping its development
and economic progress.

Addressing a press
conference, the federal min-
ister expressed disappoint-
ment at the timing of the
protest, coinciding with a
prestigious Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO)
summit being hosted in Pa-
kistan, which he said was a
great honor for the country.

“Now there is no
doubt, that terrorism in
Karachi and political terror-
ism protest calls are simi-
lar,” the minister said add-
ing the scriptwriter was the
same who on one hand has
been using terrorists to carry
out explosive attacks, and
on the other, are using PTI
to spread anarchy and un-
dermine Pakistan’s vital in-
terests.

He urged PTI sup-
porters who genuinely

want change and develop-
ment to recognize the harm
caused by their party’s ac-
tions. The PTI’s dharnas
(protest) back in 2014 de-
layed the Chinese
President’s visit to Paki-
stan, and their efforts to
derail the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
project have been detrimen-
tal to  the country’s
progress.

In 2018, CPEC was
the primary target and seri-
ous allegations were made
to discourage Chinese in-
vestors and divert them to
other countries.

Now that Pakistan has
committed to CPEC Phase
II with renewed enthusi-
asm, the PTI is attempting
to undermine government’s
economic recovery efforts.
It’s crucial to acknowledge
the damage caused by these
actions and consider the
consequences of support-
ing policies that hinder
Pakistan’s growth and de-
velopment, he urged.

The minister said, Pa-
kistan cannot afford to in-
dulge in destructive poli-
tics. Just because PTI’s
leader is jailed, doesn’t jus-
tify chaos.

Kakar takes strict notice of
death of pregnant female due
to non availability of ambulance 

Govt taking serious steps for 
beautification of Quetta city,
says Asfandyar Yar Kakar 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Urban
Planning and Chairman
Quetta Development Au-
thority, Asfandyar Khan
Kakar has stated that the
provincial government is
taking serious steps for
beautification and develop-
ment of Quetta city.

He said that beautifi-
cation, development of
Quetta and public prosper-
ity is included in the priori-
ties of government.

However, he stressed
that serious steps are
needed to be taken for re-

solving the issues and hard-
ships being faced in urban
planning sector.

He said it is impossible
to find out the solution to
the issues of city without
urban planning and Master
Plan.

He stressed the need
to ensure timely comple-
tion of the Master Plan for
the beautification and de-
velopment of the city.

He urged all the con-
cerned departments to play
their role for provision of
the facilities to the coming
generations under compre-
hensive planning.

Ali Hassan condemns
killing of mine workers

in Duki District

Samina expresses deep
grief, anger on brutal

killing of miners in Duki

18 graduates from Balochistan
selected for IGP of Reko
Diq Mining Company

KARACHI (APP): Eigh-
teen (18) talented young
graduates from Balochistan
have been selected for the
International Graduate De-
velopment Program (IGP)
of Reko Diq Mining Com-
pany.

At a welcome cer-
emony held here on Satur-
day, the second cohort of
the RDMC was announced
by Barrick, the operator of
RDMC under the
programme launched for
the Reko Diq project in
July 2023.

CEO of Barrick, Mark
Bristow said IGP since its
inception had aimed to en-
gage young graduates from
Balochistan to equip them
with the skills necessary for
successful careers at Reko
Diq and in the mining in-
dustry, said a press release
issued by Barrick.

The CEO Barrick
urged the selected youth to
embrace this opportunity

to learn, collaborate and
shape the future of the
Reko Diq project, province
and the country.

For the 2024
programme, a rigorous
merit-based selection pro-
cess led to the identification
of 18 exceptional graduates
from a competitive pool of
over 3,000 applicants.
Among those selected are
four women, underscoring
Barrick’s commitment to
gender diversity within the
mining sector.

The graduates hold
degrees in various fields,
including Electrical Engi-
neering, Mechanical Engi-
neering, Geological Engi-
neering, Civil Engineering,
Environmental Sciences,
Mining Engineering, and
Geology. Like the selected
graduates of 2023, the sec-
ond batch of talented youth
from Balochistan will em-
bark on an intensive two-
year on-the-job training

programme at Barrick’s
mine sites at of Veladero in
Argentina and Lumwana in
Zambia.

This hands-on experi-
ence is designed to equip
them with practical skills
and insights into world-
class mining operations.
Upon completion of the
program, graduates return
to Barrick operations in
their home country, contrib-
uting to driving positive
change in their communi-
ties. The selected cohort
represents a diverse range
of districts in Balochistan,
including Panjgur, Gwadar,
Quetta, Loralai, Khuzdar,
Noshki, Musa Khel, Killa
Saifullah, Zhob, and the
Chagai district where Reko
Diq is located. According to
Barrick, the programme
would not only help ad-
dress the regional skills gap,
but also promotes local em-
powerment and economic
development.

NDMA hosts conference
on humanitarian Response

for Gaza, Lebanon

Saudi investors
express desire to

invest in Pakistan

Businessmen
urge PTI to

postpone Oct
15 protest rally
ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pa-
kistan Business Forum
(PBC) urged Pakistan
Tahreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to
postpone their protest rally
scheduled for October 15 in
D-Chowk of Islamabad.

PBC President
Khawaja Mehboobur
Rehman in a statement said
that due to presence of in-
ternational dignitaries in
Islamabad they should
avoid holding protest rallies
and demonstrations.

He further said that
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) summit
scheduled to be held on
October 15 to October 17,
2024 and successful hold-
ing of this summit will
bring economic stability in
Pakistan.

He said that instead of
holding demonstrations and
protest rallies they should
focus on welcoming the val-
ued guests.

Asad Umar
comments on
PTI leadership

dynamics,
future strategies
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former leader of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Asad Umar, discussed the
internal challenges faced by
the party, particularly dur-
ing the leadership of Usman
Buzdar.

In an interview with
Private TV Channel, Umar
revealed that the presence
of key figures like Jahangir
Tareen and Aleem Khan had
a significant impact on the
party’s dynamics, noting
that Buzdar often felt
threatened by their influ-
ence. Umar highlighted the
broader context of party
pressures, mentioning that
many leaders were sidelined
by the establishment when
tensions escalated.  Reflect-
ing on his experience follow-
ing his release from Adiala
Jail, Umar emphasized that
Imran Khan remains the
party’s core vote bank and
stressed the importance of a
well-thought-out strategy
for PTI’s future. Addressing
the issue of constitutional
amendments, Umar stated
that building consensus is a
lengthy process and cau-
tioned against making hasty.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Un-
der the directions of Prime
Minister of Pakistan,
NDMA convened a Na-
tional Conference on Hu-
manitarian Response for
the war-ravaged people of
Gaza and Lebanon in
Islamabad.

The session was
chaired by Federal Minis-
ter for Planning and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Iqbal and
was attended by Federal
Secretaries and representa-
tives from the media,
NGOs, and international
NGOs. The primary objec-
tive of the conference was
to mobilize support from
humanitarian partners and
the community for relief ef-
forts in Gaza and Lebanon.

Federal Minister
Ahsan Iqbal highlighted the
severe humanitarian needs
arising from the ongoing cri-
ses in Palestine and Leba-
non, emphasizing the ur-
gent necessity to extend
support to the affected
population.

He reaffirmed
Government’s commitment
to aiding the people in dis-
tress and underscored the
importance of partnerships
with humanitarian organiza-

tions and the people of Pa-
kistan to amplify these ef-
forts.

Minister Iqbal an-
nounced the establishment
of a special account titled
“Prime Minister Relief
Fund for Gaza and Leba-
non,” created under the
Prime Minister’s directives
to gather and channelize aid
from the people of Pakistan
for those in Gaza and Leba-
non.

Chairman NDMA
provided an overview of
the humanitarian assistance
dispatched to Gaza and
Lebanon from October
2023 to October 2024. He
apprised that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan, in collabo-
ration with various NGOs,
has already sent 11 relief
consignments totaling ap-
proximately 1,154 tons to
Palestine, Gaza and Leba-
non.

The humanitarian as-
sistance included 10x con-
signments of approxi-
mately 1,151 tons to Pal-
estine and one consignment
of medicines to Lebanon,
along with the safe evacua-
tion of 71 Pakistanis from
Lebanon via a special char-
tered plane.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Health, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar has
taken strict notice of the
incident of death of a preg-
nant woman due to non
availability of ambulance in
Gazag area of Kalat.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Health sought report
of the incident of passing
away of a pregnant woman
while she was on the way
to Kalat from Gazag area
due to non availability of
ambulance back in Gazag
the other day.

Meanwhile, the DSM
of PPHI, Mujeeb Baloch
suspended the driver of
BHU Gazag, Muhammad
Yousaf on committing neg-
ligence and carelessness, on
directives of the Deputy

Commissioner Ft. Lieuten-
ant (Retd) Bilal Shabbir. 

The Minister Health
said that the concerned
Deputy Commissioner,
DHO and other concerned
officials have been issued
directives for ensuring avail-
ability of medicines and
provision of other facilities
in the remote areas. 

He said that the negli-
gence of staff would not be
tolerated in the medical sec-
tor.

The Minister Health
said that the concerned
DHO has been directed to
conduct inquiry Into the
incident through Deputy
Commissioner Kalat. 

He warned that no one
would be allowed to play
with precious lives of
people.

QUETTA (APP): Senior
leader of Pakistan Peoples
Party, Spokesperson of
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Provincial Advisor for
Industry and Crafts Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri expressed his
sorrow and anger on killing
of innocent miners in Duki.
Condemning the incident in
his condemnation state-
ment, he said his statement
issued here on Saturday
that the elements that ter-
rorize unskilled laborers do
not deserve any conces-
sion. He said that the ter-
rorists have once again
proved their cowardice by
targeting poor and unskilled
laborers. Terrorist elements
are targeting innocent citi-
zens for the pleasure of their
masters, who are being
dealt with by the govern-
ment with iron hands, he
said.

Mir Ali Hasan Zehri
said that the terrorists had
the patronage of India in
the said cowardly attack.

Describing the Duki
tragedy as an Indian con-
spiracy, he said that the fi-
nancial support and facili-
tation of the terrorists in the
incidents of terrorism was
provided by Pakistan’s
eternal enemy, India, of
which there are irrefutable
evidences.

He said that the in-
creasing incidents of terror-
ism in Balochistan is the
agenda of the enemies
which is to stop the devel-
opment of Pakistan by in-
creasing differences, chaos
and hatred on the basis of
language and ethnicity in
the province. The nefarious
intentions of the enemies
will never be allowed to
succeed, he said.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  In-
terest of Saudi investors for
investment in different sec-
tors of Pakistan’s economy
has increased largely due to
efforts of the government
and support of Special In-
vestment Facilitation Coun-
cil.

As part of these ef-
forts, a delegation of Saudi
Najd Gateway Holding
Company led by its Chair-
man Prince M. al Saud vis-
ited Green Corporate Ini-
tiative Headquarters,
Islamabad to explore in-
vestment opportunities.

The delegation was
briefed about the areas of

focus and operation of
Green Pakistan Initiative
aimed at stabilizing the
country’s economy through
agricultural development.

The delegation was
briefed about the satellite
based system and its imple-
mentation for revolutioniz-
ing the agriculture sector.
The delegation appreciated
the

Green Corporate Ini-
tiative for ensuring national
food security in Pakistan.

Prince Mansoor M. Al
Saud agreed to take advan-
tage of Pakistan’s agricul-
tural potential for mutual
benefit of both countries.

QUETTA (APP): Chair-
person Standing Commit-
tee for Human Rights Sena-
tor Samina Mumtaz Zehri
on Saturday expressed her
deep grief and anger over the
brutal killing of innocent
miners in Duki.

In her condemnation
statement, she strongly
condemned the incident and
said that those who terror-
ize the sleeping unwashed
laborers in the dark of night
are devoid of humanity.

Enemies are trying
unsuccessfully to destabi-
lize Pakistan by destabiliz-
ing the peace and order situ-
ation in Pakistan, especially
Balochistan, she said.

She said that targeting
innocent people in cow-
ardly incidents is not brav-
ery in any way but these
are the actions of the de-
feated elements who are the
enemies of India and its fol-

lowers. Samina Zehri said
that the terrorists involved
in the Duki incident would
be dealt with iron hands and
could be sent to hell soon.

She said that the new
wave of terrorism across the
country, including
Balochistan is the result of
a well-thought-out plan
against which the entire na-
tion is united and has a
strong determination to
thwart the cowardly acts of
terrorists. The Senator said
that the determination of
the Pakistani nation and the
security forces would not de-
crease until the end of the last
terrorist. She further said that
the cowardly terrorist ele-
ments should know that they
are facing a brave nation
which has defeated terrorism
in the past and would crush
the evil intentions of the en-
emies in the future and the
terrorists could be chased.

Afghan
ambassador

visits University
of Lahore

LAHORE (INP):  Acting
Ambassador of Afghanistan
to Pakistan, Sardar Ahmad
Shakeeb, visited the Uni-
versity of Lahore at the in-
vitation of its President,
Awais Raoof.

The visit focused on
discussions to enhance aca-
demic cooperation between
universities in Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

During his visit, act-
ing Ambassador Shakeeb
highlighted the importance
of strengthening academic
and research collaborations,
particularly between Kabul
and Lahore Universities.

He praised the schol-
arships provided to Afghan
students, especially those
pursuing studies in medi-
cine, science, and social sci-
ences.

Saudi Arabia
unveils new

rules for
seasonal

work visas
RIYADH (INP):  The Saudi
Minist ry of Hajj and
Umrah has announced an
extension for seasonal work
visas, allowing individuals
to stay for an initial period
of 90 days, with the option
to extend for an additional
90 days.

The move is expected
to facilitate the accommo-
dation of millions of pil-
grims and workers during
the Hajj season.

The ministry has also
introduced stricter regula-
tions to prevent the unau-
thorized sale of seasonal
work 0visas. Companies or
organisations found selling
these visas will face a sub-
stantial fine of up to 50,000
riyals and risk being black-
listed for Hajj and Umrah
services for up to five
years.


