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No major controversy over draft

Fazal hopes PTI will extend support
for constitutional amendment

On PTI’s request, JUI-F chief seeks one more day to vote on constitutional amendment;
26th amendment package will further strengthen Parliament, democracy: PPP Chairman

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said that hopefully
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) will extend
support on the constitu-
tional amendment.

Addressing the press
conference flanked by Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari in the wee hours of
Sunday, Rehman said: “To-
day, we get the PTI’s re-
sponse.”

Rehman said: “I got a
positive message from the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder, on which I
express my gratitude.”

“We will be able to vote
during the parliament ses-
sions. We are waiting for to-
day over the matter,” said
Rehman.

“There is no major con-
troversy over the draft,”
said Rehman.

Both the PPP and JUI-
F had reached the consen-
sus on the constitutional
amendment. The govern-

ment has agreed to with-
draw the areas of the initial
draws on which we had
raised objections.

Earlier, it was reported
that Rehman had sought one
day to table the constitu-
tional amendment.

According to details,
Rehman’s residence has
emerged as a political hub
as members ofboth the gov-
ernment and opposition
converge to discuss the
26th constitutional amend-
ment.

With unanimous ap-
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Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti

QUEA: CEO and MD PPL Imran Abba meeting with Chief Minister

‘Our senators were abducted,’
Mengal refuses to support
constitutional amendments

BNP leader Akhtar Mengal demands
the safe return of missing senators
before any talks on amendments

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Akhtar
Mengal, leader of the
Balochistan National Party
(BNP), has alleged that two
of his party’s senators have
been abducted along with
their families, adding that he
will not support constitu-
tional amendments cur-
rently being discussed in
Pakistan.

Speaking to the media
outside Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s residence in
Islamabad, Mengal ex-
pressed outrage over the
government’s handling of
the situation, questioning
why the constitutional
changes were being rushed
without public transpar-
ency.

Mengal further claimed
that the family of a female
senator had been held hos-
tage to force her attendance
at a luncheon with the Prime
Minister.

“Is this what respect
for the vote looks like?”” he
asked, adding that it is un-
acceptable for members of
parliament and their fami-
lies to be subjected to
threats and intimidation.

The BNP leader vowed
not to participate in any
talks on the amendments
until his missing senators
are safely returned.

He criticised the se-
crecy surrounding the pro-
posed changes, calling it an
attack on democracy and
questioning the role of ex-
ternal forces in the matter.

CNS visits Netherlands,
meets top military leadership

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf called on the Military and Naval Leader-
ship of Netherlands during an official visit to Nether-
lands.

The Naval Chief held combined meeting with top

Military and Naval Leadership of Netherlands at Minis-
try of Defence, a Pakistan Navy news release on Satur-

day said.

Professional matters of mutual interest including bi-
lateral defence collaboration were discussed.

The Naval Chief underscored the importance of en-
hancing interactions between the armed forces of both
countries through exercises and training exchange

programmes.

The Deputy Chief of Defence, Vice Admiral
Boudewijin Boots while acknowledging the significance
of strong bilateral military cooperation in diverse realms,
stressed on enhancing collaborations in expanded mili-

tary domains.

CM appreciates successful
targeted operations against
terrorists in Zhob & Pishin

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has appreci-
ated the successful opera-
tions against the terrorists
of Fitna Alkhawarij con-
ducted in Zhob and Pishin
areas.

In a statement issued
here on Saturday, the Chief
Minister appreciated the
targeted operation for res-
toration of peace and said
that our brave security

forces foiled the nefarious
designs of'terrorists by con-
ducting successful opera-
tions. While praising the
jawans of security forces,
the Chief Minister said
that our brave forces are
fighting for elimination of
the menace of terrorism
bravely.

He said that our secu-
rity forces would succeed
with support and prayers
of'the nation and ultimately,
would defeat the terrorists.

PM, Chairman
PPP discuss
political situation
of country

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of Pakistan
Peoples Party Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari along with
a delegation called on

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif at the PM House on
Saturday.

During the meeting,
the two sides discussed the
overall political situation
of the country.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Law Minister Azam Nazir
Tarar, Pakistan People’s
Party leaders Sherry
Rehman, Syed Naveed
Qamar and Murtaza
Wahab were also present in
the meeting.

NA session
adjourned
till today

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional Assembly met briefly
on Saturday with Deputy
Speaker Syed Ghulam
Mustafa Shah in the chair.

The chair adjourned
the House till today (Sun-
day) at 03:00 p.m.

Police files interim
challan of GHQ
attack case against

PTI founder, others

RAWALPINDI (Online):
R.A Bazar police has filed
interim challan of GHQ at-
tack case against PTI
founder, former chief min-
ister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi and others in the
court.

The challan said state-
ments by PTI former chair-
man on social media pro-
voked PTI workers against
the army that the workers
should take every possible
illegal step and carry out
action in the form of bands
that top military leadership
and federal and provincial
governments are forced to
resign. Due to it May 9 in-
cident took place.

On August 01, 2022
during talk show of private
TV channel , PTI central
spokesperson Dr
Shahbaz Gill tried to di-
vide jawans of Pakistan
army and officers upto rank
ofbrigadier .

proval on the horizon, law
minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar delivered the final
draft of the amendment di-
rectly to Fazlur Rehman.
The atmosphere at the
JUI-F chief’s residence had
been charged, with various
political leaders making in-
termittent visits throughout
the day.INP adds: After
holding back-to-back meet-
ings with Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman

Continued on page 2

Cabinet approves
constitutional
amendment draft

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: After day-
long rigorous efforts to
bring the treasury and
the opposition parties on
the same page, Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif-led federal cabi-
net gave approval to the
contentious 26th consti-
tutional amendment draft
on late Saturday night.

Two Khawarij killed, five
apprehended in two separate
IBOs in Balochistan

President, PM laud security forces for
successfill operation against Fitna al-Khawarij

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
security forces on Saturday
killed two Khwarij terror-
ists and apprehended five
in two separate intelligence-
based operations (IBOs)
conducted in different dis-
tricts of Balochistan prov-
ince.

The security forces
conducted a successful IBO
in District Pishin on re-
ported presence of
Khawarij and apprehended
five of them and a large
quantity of weapons, am-

munition and explosives
including three Suicide
Vests were seized, an Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release said.
Apprehended
Khawarij were involved in
multiple terrorist attacks
and were planning to target
security forces as well as
innocent civilians, it said.
In another operation in
District Zhob on October
17, during a fire exchange
with security forces, two
Khawarijs were sent to hell.

Continued on page 2

Passing out parade
of various courses’
cadets held at PMA

By Abdul Khaliq Qureshi
KAKUL,; Passing out pa-
rade of cadets of 150th
PMA Long Course, 69th

was awarded to Battalion
Senior Under Officer
Abdullah Afzal of 150th
PMA Long Course.

The President’s Gold

i

Integrated Course, 24th
Lady Cadet Course and 36th
Technical Graduate Course
was held at Pakistan Mili-
tary Academy (PMA)
Kakul on Saturday.

The Cadets from sev-
eral friendly countries in-
cluding Iraq, Jordan,
Maldives, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Palestine, Sudan and
Yemen were also graduated
from Pakistan Military
Academy. Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCsSC) General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza graced the
occasion as chief guest and
reviewing dignitary of the
parade.

The CJCsSC reviewed
the parade and gave awards
to distinguished cadets. The
coveted Sword of Honor

Medal to Battalion Senior
Under Officer Babar Ullah
Aman of 150th PMA Long
Course. Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
Overseas Gold Medal to
Friendly Country Senior
Under Officer Kshitij
Gurung of 150th PMA
Long Course from Nepal.
Chief of Army Staff Cane
was awarded to Course
Junior Under Officer
Muhammad Umar Sheraz
of 36th Technical Graduate
Course.

Commandant’s Canes
were awarded to Course
Junior Under Officer
Muhammad Suleman of
69th Integrated Course and
Course Under Officer
Pakeeza Yaqoob of 24th
Lady Cadet Course.

No party blackmailing
govt over constitutional
amendment: Asif

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for De-
fence Khawaja Asif said
on Saturday that the gov-
ernment desired to pass
the 26th Constitutional
Amendment with broad-
based consensus.
Speaking to the media
outside the Parliament, he
said, “We have the re-
quired numbers for the
passage of the 26th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
but we seek to develop a
broader consensus in the

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Sadiq Umrani, Raheela Hameed K/

National Assembly and
the Senate.”

The minister said that
the primary objective of
the amendment is to es-
tablish the supremacy of
Parliament, which guaran-
tees the Constitution of
the country. “We want to
put an end to the en-
croachment on Parliament
and ensure that the su-
premacy of this forum, as
promised by the Consti-
tution of Pakistan, is up-
held,” he added.

-
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ISLAMABAD: Chairma

n Pakistan Péople’s Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
along with a delegation called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

CM directs PPL, provincial
authorities to finalize Sui
extension agreement
with mutual understanding

CM & CEO PPL discuss exploration of new reservoirs of oil & gas, better
utilization of natural resources in Balochistan; Directs to settle all issues
between PPL administration & provincial government; prepare better &
comprehensive CSR plan for province especially Sui; says it’s provincial
Govt.’s & PPL’s joint responsibility to resolve public issues in Dera Bugti

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer and Manag-
ing Director of Pakistan Pe-
troleum Limited (PPL),
Imran Abbasi called on the
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti here on
Saturday.

During the course of
meeting, they discussed
about exploration of new
reservoirs of oil and gas and
better utilization of the
natural resources.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
stressed that search of new
exploration blocks for find-
ing oil, gas and other miner-

als is necessary.

He on the occasion di-
rected to ensure better use
of the social welfare funds
of the PPL.

In this regard, the pro-
vincial government would
extend every possible co-
operation to PPL.

While emphasizing on
better use of the social sec-
tor funds of PPL, the Chief
Minister directed to pre-
pare better and comprehen-
sive CSR plan for the prov-
ince especially Sui.

He also directed to fi-
nalize the extension of Sui
agreement soon with mu-
tual understanding and in
this regard, adding he di-

rected to the concerned
high ups to settle the issues
between the PPL adminis-
tration and the provincial
government.

He directed to decide
acceptable formula for re-
solving the two-sides is-
sues.

In this regard, prefer-
ence should be given to re-
solve the public issues, he
maintained.

He stressed that it is
joint responsibility of the
provincial government and
PPL to resolve the public
issues in Dera Bugti. Such
viable projects of social

Continued on page 2

Attaullah Tarar says

Despite having numbers, efforts
being made to create broader
consensus on constitutional package

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on Sat-
urday that despite having
numbers, the coalition gov-
ernment was making all-out
efforts for the creation of a
broader consensus on the
proposed constitutional
package.

Talking to the media
outside Parliament House
along with the senior leader
of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz Haneef
Abbasi, he said the process
of consultations for the
constitutional package was
ongoing and Pakistan
People’s Party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto held meet-
ings with Jamiat Ulama-e-
Pakistan Amir Fazlur
Rahman and Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif.

“We are democratic
people, we try to create a
consensus among all politi-
cal stakeholders,” he said

adding that in democratic
societies, efforts were made
for consensus building
through consultations.

He said that by chang-
ing the rules within Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), the
powers of posting and
transfer of police officers
have been taken over by the
Chief Minister from the IG.
The minister said that the
PTI aimed to obtain politi-
cal objectives from the po-
lice.

He alleged that the KP
Government wanted to con-
trol the people of the prov-
ince politically.

Tarar said that the
people from Punjab were
also kept in KP and blame
was shifted on the institu-
tions for what they called
their disappearance. The
KP chief minister invaded
the capital and used govern-
ment resources against the

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minist for Information

and Broadcasting, Attaullah Tarar along with
PML-N leader Hanif Abbasi talking to mediamen

Four Kkilled
in fireworks
explosion

in Multan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Four people were killed and
six injured on Saturday
when a three-story build-
ing collapsed due to a fire-
works explosion in
Aghapura area of Multan.
According to Rescue
1122, the team of rescue
pulled out the bodies as well
as the injured from under-
neath the rubble and shifted
them to a hospital, a pri-
vate news channel reported.
The deceased wereiden-
tified as 55-year-old Safia,
40-year-old Mansha, 22-
year-old Irsa,andamanwhose
identity could not be established
till the last reports came in.

han Durrani, Parliamentary
Secretary Hadia Nawaz Balcoh and MPAs Farah Azeem Shah, Shahnaz Umrani and Shahida Rauf
holding a meeting

ISLAMABAD (INP) : Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan revealed on
Saturday that former prime
minister Imran Khan
praised Maulana Fazlur
Rehman for his support in
standing up for judicial in-
dependence, even in tough
times.

During a press confer-
ence at K-P House in
Islamabad, Gohar de-
manded that Imran Khan’s
rights be respected. He
shared that he had a 45-
minute meeting with Khan
and highlighted the poor
conditions in which the PTI
leader is being held.

“There has been no elec-
tricity in Khan’s cell for five
days. Keeping him in isola-
tion and in a small cell vio-
lates his human and consti-
tutional rights,” Gohar
stated. He also mentioned
that Khan has been de-
prived of access to TV and
newspapers for two weeks,
leaving him unaware of re-
cent constitutional develop-
ments. “We updated him on

PTI backs Fazl on constitutional
amendments after Adiala
meeting with Imran

these matters,” Gohar
added.
Addressing Khan’s per-

sonal situation, Gohar
noted, “He expressed sor-
row over the arrest of his
sisters, but reaffirmed that
he and his family are always
ready to make sacrifices.”
Gohar also conveyed
Khan’s appeal for the na-
tion to remain peaceful.

The meeting, which
took place in Adiala Jail, in-
cluded five PTI leaders who
informed Imran Khan of the
progress made on constitu-
tional amendments. Gohar
reported that Khan received
the discussions with a posi-
tive attitude, particularly
praising Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s commitment to
judicial independence.

The PTI delegation, in-
cluding Barrister Gohar, met
Khan after receiving secu-
rity clearance. They were
delayed in entering Adiala
Jail due to initial refusal
from prison authorities, but
permissionwas
following Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s intervention.
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Talal advocates for empowering
parliament through
constitutional amendments

ISLAMABAD (APP):
PML-N Senator Talal
Chaudhry here on Sat-
urday outside of the
Parliament House
said that the main
purpose of constitu-
tional amendments
was to make the Par-
liament more powerful
for the interest of the
public and it was the
vision of both dynamic
leaders Ex premier
Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif and
former Prime Minister
Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto.

Talking to the me-
dia persons, he said
that all these consti-
tutional amendments
were the desire of all
political parties but
unluckily due to the
vested interest of Pa-
kistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI) opposing these
amendments and not
taking into the part of

the country’s develop-
ment.

Talal underlined
that in the past Par-
liament was power-
less and failed to pro-
tect the sitting prime
ministers and some
institutions were
hanged and disquali-
fied the sitting prime
ministers all these
things were on the
record, but after this
26th amendment,
these things could not
be repeated.

Senator Talal also
appreciated the role of
Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif and
Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto for de-
veloping a consensus
among all political par-
ties for the sake of the
country.

To a question,
Talal said that Nawaz
Sharif was ready to

sacrifice everything for
the development of the
country but unfortu-
nately, PTI was doing
politics for its vested
interest and not for
the country.

He said that
Imran Khan has been
receiving special
treatment including
separate kitchen fa-
cilities and opportuni-
ties to hold political
meetings.

Imran Khan was
‘history’s VIP pris-
oner” who enjoyed all
facilities but at-
tempted to disrupt the
SCO conference and
CPEC project, he said
adding that PTT’s ac-
tions are a threat to
Pakistan’s economic
stability and national
security.He reiterated
the government’s com-
mitment to protecting
Pakistan’s respect and

dignity.

QUETTA: Different delegations meeting with Provincial Advisor for Environ-|
ment and Climate Change Naseemur Rehman Mulakhail

Dr. Qaiser Khan
Kakar achieves

academic
Independent Report

QUETTA: Dr. Qaiser Khan
Kakar, son of Aurangzeb
from Tungi, Ziarat District,
has successfully completed
his Ph.D. in Zoology and
defended his research at the
University of Balochistan.

Dr. Kakar’s research
has been published in three
international journals and
marks a significant break-
through in the field. Nota-
bly, his study reports the
first-ever recording of the
Gonia Ornata fly, published
in the Bio-Diversity Data
Journal.

His research also pio-

milestone

neers DNA barcoding for
agroforestry insects in
Ziarat District, providing
valuable insights into future
insect pest management and
forestry practices.

Dr. Kakar attributes his
success to his parents,
teachers, and the Interna-
tional Barcode of Life,
Canada, for their support
and collaboration.

This achievement re-
flects the growing aca-
demic excellence in
Balochistan and high-
lights the importance of
scientific research in ad-
dressing regional and global
challenges.

CM directs....

Continued from page 1

welfare should be for-
mulated under the CSR that
directly benefit the poor
people.

Besides, he directed to
provide gas to two colonies
of Sui on priority basis
while making the efforts for
resolving public issues
fruitful.

Similarly, the provision
of education, health and
basic facilities should be
given priority in the
projects of social welfare,
adding he stressed.

He said that restoration
of public trust on the na-
tional companies is pos-
sible by resolving the issues
facing general public.

He said that PPL is a
national organization with
which every possible coop-
eration would be extended.

PTI founder,
others acquitted in
Azadi March case

ISLAMABAD (INP): PTI
founder Imran Khan and
several other party leaders,
including KP Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur
have been acquitted in the
Azadi March case.

As per details, the civil
judge Shehzad Khan an-
nounced the verdict and ac-
quitted Raja Khurram
Shehzad, Imran Ismail and
Ali Nawaz Awan.

It is to be noted that
several Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leaders, includ-
ing former prime minister
Imran Khan and Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, were
booked by police in various
FIRsrelated to Azadi March.
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Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti

QUETTA: Tribal elders and delegations of people from Dera Bugti meeting with Chief

Minister

Despite having numbers, efforts...

Continued from page 1

Federation, he said.

The minister said the
PTI has the habit of blam-
ing others but they did not
look into their behaviour.

Attaullah Tarar said
that the PTI leadership
threatened that the homes
and businesses of those
members would be set
ablaze who would cheat
the founder chairman of
the PTI. He said the PTI
had no problem with those
working against the inter-
est of the country, but they
want to punish those who
ditch Imran Khan.

Foremost was the in-
terest of the country, po-
litical leaders and political
parties come second, he
opined.

He said if any legisla-
tor was attacked, the state
would take action and cul-
prits would be given exem-
plary punishment.

The minister remarked
that the PTI was crying
hoarse for political face-
saving, otherwise, they
knew the ruling alliance had
secured the numbers
needed for the amendment.

Replying to media per-
son questions, he said there
are other options within
the constitution and law
but the PML-N leadership
and party thought that a
consensus should be cre-
ated on the amendments.

The information min-
ister said the government
had an open mind in mov-
ing ahead with constitu-
tional amendments.

He maintained that Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
leaders were nervous about
meeting their leader.

In terms of judicial re-
forms, efforts were being
made for consensus in the
wider national interest, but
if that was not possible,

Fazal hopes PTI will extend support.....

Continued from page 1

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
on Saturday said that his
party and the Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-
F) chief have reached a
100% consensus on the
proposed constitutional
amendment.

The statement comes
as the PPP chief is making
last ditch effort to evolve a
consensus on the judicial
package among all political
parties including the PTI.

Talking to journalist
following his fresh meeting
with JUI-F chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman, Bilawal
said that he was in consis-
tent contact with the latter
on the matter related to
constitutional amendment.

“We have reached con-
sensus over legislation on

judicial reforms.”
The PPP chairman
said that he wished

Maulana Fazl to table the
26th constitution amend-
ment bill in parliament as
“the draft is the same as
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
wanted”.

Responding to a ques-
tion, the PPP leader ex-
pressed hope that the JUI-
F could convince PTI to
vote for the constitution
amendment bill.

Referring to PTI’s
past “political behaviour”,
Bilawal said: “PTI should
prove that it is a political
party.”

“Politics is the name
of seeking consensus and
reconciliation,” the PPP
chairman advised the PTIL.

He was of the view
that PTI should have in-
troduced judicial reforms
during its tenure instead of
him and added that that the
government should not
table the constitutional
amendment bill in parlia-
ment.

To another query, the
PPP chairman said: “Both
the parties [PPP and JUI-
F] have agreed on constitu-
tional reforms. The joint
draft was authored by the
JUI-F chief.”

At the same time,
Bilawal lauded the PML-N-
led federal government for
showing patience over the
matter.

For his part, JUI-F
spokesperson  Aslam
Ghauri confirmed that both
parties have agreed on a
joint draft of the constitu-
tional package and lauded
Bilawal’s efforts in this re-
gard.

Responding to a ques-
tion, he said: “We are wait-
ing for PTI’s delegation [to
discuss the draft].”

All political forces, in-
cluding PML-N and PTI,
will soon agree on the judi-
cial reforms, he hoped.

Meanwhile PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, BNP-M chief
Sardari Akhtari Mengal and
a delegation of senior PTI
leaders held back-to-back
meetings with Maulana
Fazlur Rehman at his resi-
dence in Islamabad on Sat-
urday with focus on the
proposed constitutional
amendments.

Bilawal who also held
in-depth talks with
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
last night arrived at the JUI
chief’s residence soon after
the PTI leaders left. Before
coming to JUI chief’s resi-
dence, a PPP delegation led
by Bilawal held consulta-
tions with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at the PM
House on the prevailing
political situation in the
country.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar, Sherry
Rehman, Syed Naveed
Qamar and Murtaza Wahab
also participated in the meet-
ing.

The PTI leaders, who
met with JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman at
his residence in Islamabad
on Saturday, said they could
not take any decision on the
proposed 26th constitu-
tional amendments unless
they met with the former
prime minister and PTI
founder Imran Khan, re-
ported 24NewsHD TV
channel.

Members of the party’s
delegation told the JUI-F
chief that this morning
they kept waiting outside
the Adiala Jail,
Rawalpindi for hours,
but were not allowed in-
side to meet their leader.

PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar, Salman Akram
Raja, Asad Qaiser, Ali Zafar
and the Sunni Ittehad Coun-
cil (SIC) Chairman Hamid

Raza were those who met
with Maulana Fazl

PN

Woiﬁ»enr are.cérrying empty drinking water cans pass through at a street for

searching drinking water due to shortage of drinking water in Muslim Bagh

Two Khawarij...
Continued from page 1

In ensuing sanitisation
of the area, weapons and
ammunition were also re-
covered in large quantity.

“Security forces of Pa-
kistan remain steadfast in
their commitment to eradi-
cate terrorism from the
country and protect inno-
cent civilians from this men-
ace,” the ISPR said.

Meanwhile President
Asif Ali Zardari on Satur-
day paid tribute to security
forces for their successful
operations against terrorists
in Balochistan districts of
Pishin and Zhob.

The president, in a
statement issued by the
Presidency, lauded the pro-
fessional skills of the secu-
rity forces for conducting
operations against Khawarij
terrorists.

He expressed resolve to
continue operations against
the terrorists, saying, “We
will continue actions till
complete eradication of
Fitna al-Khawarij”.

President Zardari said
the security forces were
bravely fighting against ter-
rorists.

“The entire nation
stands united with security
forces in war against terror-
ism,” he concluded.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday
commended the officers
and soldiers of security
forces for successful opera-
tion against Fitna al-
Khawarij terrorists in dis-
tricts Pishin and Zhob.

In a statement, the
prime minster congratu-
lated the security forces for
their commendable efforts,
which resulted in the arrest
of five Khawarij, and kill-
ing of two others. The op-
eration also led to the sei-
zure of a large amount of
weapons and explosive
materials.

“The entire nation in-
cluding myself, pays trib-
ute to the brave Pak army
soldiers and officers for
purging the country from
Fitna al-Khawarij.” He said
the entire nation stood
united with the Pakistan
Armed Forces in their mis-
sion to thwart the ambitions
of Pakistan’s enemies, who
aim to spread unrest and
instability in the country.

other options while re-
maining within the scope
ofthe constitution and law
were available.

To a question, he said
that elements behind
spreading fake news of
rape have been traced.

“A woman belonging
to Karachi who posted fake
news on social media yes-
terday has been traced”, he
told the media.

He said during recent
student protests, students
were not tortured. He said
that students were brought
to the streets through an
organized campaign and
names of the PTI leaders
behind this would be dis-
closed.

He said an FIR has
been registered against
those who took part in this
campaign.

Ruling out any conces-
sion to those involved in
the £190 million scandal,
Toshakhana and cipher
cases.

The minister said that
the £ 190 million case was
a mega corruption case in
the history of Pakistan.
“There is a zero-tolerance
policy in this regard, no
NRO will be given to a
criminal,” he added.

The minister de-
manded that May 9 cases
should be brought to a logi-
cal conclusion as soon as
possible by awarding pun-
ishment to the culprits.

The minister said the
National Assembly session
was adjourned for further
consultations with
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
and other political parties
to create a broader consen-
sus.

He said PML-N Presi-
dent Muhammad Nawaz
Sharifand Hamza Shahbaz
Sharif were also coming to
Islamabad.

Replying to a query,
he said there has never
been any bitterness
with any journalist. He
said he always had tried
to work for the welfare
of the media community
and was available for free-
dom of expression 24
hours a day.

4.Yasmeen Muzafar (Spousa)
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Kundi visits Moin Khan Academy;
emphasizes for modern sports
academy in Peshawar

KARACHI (APP): Gover-
nor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Faisal Karim Kundi, on Sat-
urday visited the Moin
Khan Academy located at
the DHA Sports Club in
Karachi and emphasized for
establishment of modern
sports academy in
Peshawar.

He was welcomed by
the club’s secretary, Lieu-
tenant Colonel (Retd) Zaka
Raja, and former cricketer
Moin Khan, who guided
him through the club’s vari-
ous facilities.

During the visit, the
Governor was briefed on
the state-of-the-art ameni-
ties and various aspects of
modern sports training pro-
vided at the academy.

Established in partner-
ship with renowned former
cricketer Moin Khan and
DHA Sports Club, the
academy has emerged as a
premier institution for
sports training in Pakistan.

Governor Kundi em-
phasized the need for a simi-
lar modern academy in
Peshawar for the youth of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

He proposed the estab-
lishment of a state-of-the-
art academy modeled after
Moin Khan Academy, to
which Moin Khan and the
club’s administrators ex-
pressed their agreement.

Appreciating the facili-
ties offered by Moin Khan
Academy and DHA Sports
Club, Kundi remarked that

the institution provides an
excellent platform for
sports development and
training of young athletes.
He specifically thanked
the club for the support
provided to athletes from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
praised their efforts.
During the visit, Gov-
ernor Faisal Karim Kundi
reiterated his commitment
to promoting sports in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
facilitating the establish-
ment of a modern academy
for training young athletes.
He said the immense
talent among the youth in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
adding that such an acad-
emy would play a crucial
role in honing their skills.

Pakistan to host int’l Forum & Consultative
Assembly of Parliamentarians

ISLAMABAD (INP): National Assembly of Pakistan will host the 45th Annual
Forum of Parliamentarians for Global Action and the 13th Consultative Assembly of
Parliamentarians on the International Criminal Court on 28th and 29th of this month in

Islamabad.

The event will bring together parliamentarians from around the world to engage in
open dialogue with their parliamentary peers, experts, academics, government offi-
cials, representatives of the International Criminal Court and international organiza-
tions. The focus of the sessions will be on advancing

domestic and international criminal justice, promoting the rule of law, and uphold-

ing human rights.

The event will also delve upon Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.
As the current President of Parliamentarians for Global Action, Syed Naveed Qamar, a
seasoned Pakistani politician and Member of the National Assembly, will lead this

important gathering.
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Petroleum Minister calls
for collective action
against tobacco use

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Petroleum
Musadik Masood Malik
has underscored the need
for collective action against
tobacco use.

He expressed these
words in his address at a
seminar titled ‘Sustainable
Tobacco Control Policies: A
Way to Healthier Pakistan’
organized by the Society
for the Protection of the

Rights of the Child
(SPARC) at alocal hotel the
other day.

The event aimed at
bringing together govern-
ment officials, public health
advocates, civil society
members, anti-tobacco ac-
tivists, and youth leaders to
address the growing to-
bacco epidemic in Pakistan
and advocate for compre-
hensive policy reforms.

Musadik Malik
stated, “Smoking is causing
overall harm rather than any
benefit. The fight against
smoking will not be easy,
but it is crucial. The real
fight against smoking is a
fight against the mafia.”

Highlighting the se-
vere health implications, he
added, “Smoking has the
deepest connection with
cancer, and there is hardly
any disease that isn’t
linked to it. Every year,

die from smoking. Why
can’t we see the faces of our
people in those numbers?”’

Former caretaker min-
ister of information and
broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi also spoke on the
occasion.

He emphasized the
need to take tobacco as a
national issue.

“First of all, we have
to see it as an issue; this is
not even yet seen as an is-
sue,” he remarked.

He called for a unified
approach, stating, “We
have to create an ecosys-
tem where media and ev-
erything around us reflects
an anti-tobacco stance.”

Dr. Khalil Ahmad,
Program Manager at
SPARC, while addressing a
seminar, emphasized the
deadly toll of tobacco use
in Pakistan, explaining,
“Tobacco use is costing
166,000 lives each year,
which equates to almost
450 deaths per day.”

He urged the govern-
ment to take critical steps
to curb tobacco consump-
tion, particularly among the
youth. Dr. Mati ur Rehman
from the Health Services
Academy, Muhammad

Sabir, an economist from
the Social Policy and De-
velopment Centre (SPDC),
Khalida Ahmad.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister fo

Commerce Jam Kamal Khan shooting at the target during the
Tactical Pistol Shooting Competition 2024, while his son, Prince Jam Muhammad Khan, receives the

award from DIG Operations Islamabad on his behalf for securing second place.

Ayaz calls for coordinated
efforts to combat breast cancer

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National As-
sembly Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq on Saturday called
for coordinated efforts
at both government and
community levels to
combat breast cancer.
In his message on
the occasion of World
Breast Cancer Day, the
Speaker assured that the
National Assembly
would continue to sup-
port policies and aware-
ness campaigns focused
on prevention and treat-
ment. Sardar Ayaz high-
lighted the serious threat
of breast cancer posed
to women’s health both
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ISLAMABAD: Inspector General o

M =
fPolice (IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir

Rizvi presides over important meeting at the Central Police Office regarding
the recruitment process and ongoing projects in Islamabad Police.

PTV ensured seamless coverage
of SCO summit through
cutting edge technology

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Television (PTV) on
Saturday announced its
successful live coverage of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Sum-
mit, which was held in
Islamabad on October 15
and 16 here. This significant
achievement highlights the
dedication and seamless
collaboration of the entire
organization.

The coverage was
made possible through the
deployment of cutting-edge
equipment at Nur Khan
Airbase, Islamabad Interna-
tional Airport, Jinnah Con-
vention Centre and all key
routes, supported by
DSNG units, FPUs, fibre
optic connectivity, and HD
cameras to ensure a top-
quality broadcast, a news
release said.

In preparation for the
summit, PTV World was
upgraded from SD to HD,
allowing foreign media out-
lets and other TV broadcast-
ers of the world to access
high-quality signals, further
enhancing Pakistan’s global
image.

A live feed was pro-
vided to foreign media at
the Pakistan-China Friend-
ship Centre (PCFC), and
the broadcast featured
multi-lingual feeds to ac-
commodate international
audiences. Additionally,
sign language interpretation
was included in the broad-
cast of the leaders’ ad-
dresses and major events,
ensuring inclusivity and ac-
cessibility for all viewers.

Alongside the live tele-
vision broadcast, extensive
coverage was provided on

PTV’s social media plat-
forms, offering a wide-
reaching and engaging online
presence. Real-time up-
dates and highlights of the
summit were shared across
PTV’s digital platforms,
expanding the audience
reach and enhancing overall
engagement. Importantly,
this comprehensive cover-
age was successfully ex-
ecuted using available re-
sources, with no additional
expenses incurred. The in-
depth analysis, reporting,
and social media engage-
ment during the summit re-
flect our strong commit-
ment to excellence in broad-
casting. The success of the
SCO 2024 coverage under-
scores the professionalism
and dedication of PTV in
elevating the nation’s pro-
file on the global stage.

Integrated efforts urged
to combat poverty and
climate change nexus

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ex-
ecutive Director Devcom-
Pakistan Munir Ahmed on
Saturday said that climate
change intensifies posed a
significant threat to natural
resources, disproportion-
ately affecting poor popu-
lations and contributing to
a cycle of increasing pov-
erty.

Speaking as guest
speaker at the Islamabad
Crescent Lions Club
monthly meeting here Sat-
urday, he said that the
depletion of vital natural
resources such as water,
soil, and biodiversity,
droughts, floods, and
changing weather patterns
disrupt agricultural produc-
tion, which is often the pri-
mary livelihood for impov-

erished communities.

This resource deple-
tion means less food, re-
duced income, and greater
insecurity for those who
rely on these resources for
survival, said a press re-
lease.

Munir Ahmed said,
”Poor communities typi-
cally have limited economic
diversification.

‘When climate change
negatively impacts sec-
tors like agriculture, fish-
ing or forestry, these
populations face imme-
diate economic chal-
lenges. Loss of income
can lead to heightened
poverty levels, as families
struggle to meet basic needs
like food, shelter, and
healthcare.

3 members of
thief gang
held; valuables

recovered

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police, Shahzad
Town police station team
arrested three wanted mem-
bers of the thief gang in-
volved in numerous theft
activities and recovered cash
and mobile phone from
their possession.

A police spokesper-
son told APP, on the direc-
tives of Inspector General
Police (IGP) Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, the ICT Police has
intensified crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments in order to eliminate
crime from the city.

In this regard, the
Shahzad Town police team
used technical and human
resources and succeeded in
apprehending three wanted
members of the thief gang.

in Pakistan and globally
and pointed out that in
developing countries, it
was the leading cause of
death among women. The
Speaker underscored the
necessity of early diagno-
sis and adequate medical
facilities for effectively
managing breast cancer.
He stressed the impor-
tance of raising public
awareness about the
disease, emphasizing
that education is crucial.
Sardar Ayaz encouraged
preventive measures to
help control the spread
of this life-threatening ill-
ness and stressed that
women should regularly

undergo medical check-
ups to safeguard their
health. The Speaker also
acknowledged the es-
sential role of media in
raising awareness about
breast cancer, adding
that print, electronic and
social media can play a
significant part in saving
lives by sharing vital in-
formation on this health
issue. He urged relevant
agencies to improve ac-
cess to better treatment
options for breast cancer
and concluded by em-
phasizing that collective
national efforts are cru-
cial for enhancing pub-
lic health and well-being.

IG Islamabad reviews
new projects and
recruitment process

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: The In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi presided over
an important meeting at the
Central Police Office re-
garding the recruitment
process and ongoing
projects in Islamabad Po-
lice.

The meeting was at-
tended by AIG Establish-
ment and General Abdul
Haque Umrani, along with
other senior officers.

During the meeting, IG
Islamabad reviewed the on-
going recruitment process in

tablishment Abdul Haque
Umrani provided a compre-
hensive briefing on all mat-
ters related to recruitment
and other projects.

IG Islamabad, Syed
Ali Nasir Rizvi, directed
the senior police officers to
initiate new projects and
enhance existing ones,
while ensuring transpar-
ency.

He further emphasized
that the recruitment process
in Islamabad Police would
continue to meet all legal re-
quirements, and merit and
transparency would be
strictly ensured in all pro-
cess.

b 27
ISLAMABAD: Activ

Islamabad Police. AIG Es-
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ts of the Pakistan Markazi Muslim League offering
the funeral prayer in absentia of the leader of Hamas, Abu Ibrahim Yahya Al-

Sinwar Shaheed in the federal capital.

PTTI files petition
in SC seeking
formation of
larger bench in
PTTintra party

election case

ISLAMBAD (Online): PTI
has filed petition in Su-
preme Court (SC) seeking
formation oflarger bench in
PTI intra party election re-
view case. In the petition
Election Commission (EC)
and others have been made
respondents.

The petitioner has
taken plea the point of con-
stitutional interpretation is
there in the case. The bench
while hearing case earlier
dismissed the objection
wrongly. The constitution
of this bench for hearing
constitutional objection is
not legal.

Dr Khalid says:
Pneumonia
cases among
children

mounted

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Secretary General of
Pakistan Pediatrics Asso-
ciation, Dr Khalid Shafi, on
Saturday said that the cases
of pneumonia increased in
October, November, and
December in Karachi.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said,
“More than 70,000 deaths
are caused by pneumonia
every year in Pakistan, and
children under two years of
age and people over 65
years of age are at high risk
of pneumonia.”

ECP establishes EEMCC
to handle KP LG bye
election complaints

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has es-
tablished a four-tier Elec-
tion Monitoring and Con-
trol Centres (EMCC) to
register and resolve public
complaints during the local
government by-elections in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
October 20.

According to the ECP
spokesperson, “These con-
trol rooms are located at the
provincial, divisional, and
district levels, as well as at
the Election Commission
Secretariat in Islamabad to
address region-specific

complaints efficiently.
Trained personnel are sta-
tioned at the centers to pro-
vide swift and efficient so-
lutions to public griev-
ances.” “This multi-level
approach ensures efficient
complaint resolution and
provides easily accessible
support to the public,” he
added.

“The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan is com-
mitted to maintaining the
integrity of the electoral
process and addressing
concerns in a timely man-
ner,” the spokesperson
said.

ICT admin
bans sale,
purchase of
tinted glass
papers and
HID lights

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The district administration
of the federal capital has
intensified the crackdown
against vehicles with tinted
glasses and banned the pur-
chase and sale of black mir-
rored paper, non-model
number plates, flashers and
HID lights. According to ano-
tification issued by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) East, Mahin Baloch
on Saturday, buying and sell-
ing papers with black glasses,
and fancy number plates.

Shooting competition
organized at Police
Lines Headquarter

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad Police shooting
competition was held at the
Police Lines Headquarters,
Islamabad, a public rela-
tions officer said.

The competition was
attended by the Federal
Minister for Commerce,
Jam Kamal Khan, as the
chief guest. Senior police
officers from Islamabad
Police and members of the
Shooting Club were also
present.

Out of the 274 mem-
bers of the Islamabad Po-
lice shooting club, 45 par-
ticipants took part in the
competitions, where they
showcased their expertise

in categories such as SMG,
MP5, MP4, and pistols.

In the pistol category,
Nauman Ali Khan won first
place, followed by Jam
Kamal Khan in second
place, and Khurram Adil in
third place. In the rifle cat-
egory, Irfan Jan secured first
place, Khushhal Khan came
second, and Dr. Zaid took
third place.

At the conclusion of
the event, AIG Complaint
& Investigation Inayat Ali
Shah distributed shields to
the shooters who demon-
strated outstanding perfor-
mance in the competitions
and appreciated their pro-
fessional skills.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Secretary, MOFE&PT,

Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani intrect with students dur-
ing 3-day “Girls Sports Carnival 2024 organized
by Ministry of Federal Education and Professional
Training at Pakistan Sports Complex.

Abid lauds NAVTTC’s newly
designed mountaineering,
snow guiding courses

ISLAMABAD (APP): An
Experienced Mountaineer
from Sadpara, Abid Asad
Saturday lauded the Na-
tional Vocational and Tech-
nical Training Commission
(NAVTTC) newly de-
signed courses in mountain-
eering and snow guiding to
empower local climbers.

“NAVTTC’s new
professional mountaineer-
ing courses are a game-
changer for climbers in Pa-
kistan, raising our standards
to an international level,”
said a press release issued
here.

He further said that he
was very grateful to
NAVTTC for empowering
local climbers and paving
the way for a brighter fu-
ture in adventure tourism.

Abid Ali began his climbing
journey with a 6000m peak
and later submitted K2 in
2021 and Nanga Parbat in
2023.

Ashraf Hussain, son
of renowned mountaineer
Ali Raza Sadpara, praised
NAVTTC’s initiative to
design mountaineering and
snow guide courses. He en-
couraged young people to
take admission in these
courses which would help
new generations in learning
advanced skills and assist
experienced mountaineers
in acquiring new tech-
niques.

He said that the
present government was
also supporting the moun-
taineering field both locally
and internationally.

Abbasi says:
PTT’s politics of chaos,

an attempt to weaken
Pakistan’s institutions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Muhammad Hanif Abbasi,
a senior leader of the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and
MNA from Rawalpindi,
claimed on Saturday that the
PTI is orchestrating a con-
spiracy to create chaos in
the country and undermine
its institutions.

Speaking to the media
outside the Parliament
House, he remarked that
the PML-N will not allow
the politics of anarchy to
take roots in the country.

He added that the
founder of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is
aware that the end of anar-
chy will mark the end of his
political career.

The government is

working to build consensus
for the constitutional
amendment package, and
PTI was also given the op-
portunity to consult their
leader.

He also mentioned
that the founder of PTI is
expected to oppose the
constitutional amendment.
Additionally, the PML-N
leader pointed out that the
PTI founder has never
spoken out against Israel,
and that PTI had not
taken part in the All Par-
ties Conference (APC)
organized in support of
Palestine.He added that
the founder of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is
aware that the end of an-
archy will mark the end of
his political career.

ISLAMABAD: A trawler shifting th
bathrooms in the federal capital.

Labourers, the unsung heroes who transformed
Islamabad for SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD (APP): :As
Islamabad hosted the 23rd
Council of Heads of Gov-
ernment (CHG) of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Sum-
mit this week, a dedicated
team of workers and
labourers transformed the
city into a vibrant spectacle.
Their efforts in decorating,
illuminating, and maintain-
ing the city’s landscape cre-
ated a striking backdrop for
the prestigious event, cap-
turing the attention of visi-
tors and residents alike.
Behind these impres-
sive transformations were
the unsung heroes,
labourers who worked re-
lentlessly, often under chal-
lenging conditions, to pre-
pare the city for the global
summit. Over the past few
weeks, teams of workers,
contractors, and planners,

hailing from various regions
of the country, worked late
into the night, sometimes
risking their safety amidst
peak-hour traffic conges-
tion, to ensure that the capi-
tal met the high standards
required for the summit.

Amanat Ali, a painter
working on footpaths,
shared his experience, “For
the past 30 to 40 days, I've
been decorating bridges,
footpaths, and railings. It’s
been a tough job, working
around the clock and at dan-
gerous heights, often put-
ting our lives at risk.”
Thanks to their hard work,
Islamabad’s roads and
bridges now sparkle with
vibrant decorations, color-
ful lights, and fresh flow-
ers, giving the city a wel-
coming ambiance.

Fayaz Hussain, a con-
tractor overseeing the illu-

mination of overhead
bridges, praised the team’s
resilience, “Despite chal-
lenging weather and tight
deadlines, the workers
stayed determined. Their
extended hours and team-
work ensured we met the
summit’s timeline.”
Farooq Ahmed, a mo-
torist on the Islamabad Ex-
pressway, marveled at the
transformation, “These
bridges used to look so dull.
Now, thanks to the SCO
event, they look amazing
and the whole city shines.”
Adil Baloch, a site su-
pervisor at the Zero Point
Bridge, remarked that the
beautification was not just
for the summit, it was for
the people of Islamabad,
“This project is about im-
proving the city’s beauty
and enhancing the quality
of life for our citizens,” he

said. Umar Saeed, a painter
from Lahore working on
overhead bridges, took
pride in contributing to the
city’s transformation: “It’s
fulfilling to know that our
work has contributed to the
nation’s honour at such a
significant event.” How-
ever, the labourers also
faced financial struggles.
Baba Razaq, an elderly
worker, highlighted the dif-
ficulties of making ends
meet with his daily wage of
Rs 1,200, “It’s tough to
cover food and accommoda-
tion costs in Islamabad on
such low pay, even though
some of us earn a bit more
based on expertise.”

Asiya Malik, a jour-
nalist, stressed the impor-
tance of acknowledging the
labourers’ contributions:
“As the spotlight shines on
the summit, they are still

engaged in the completion
of remaining job. We must
recognize the dedication of
those working behind the
scenes. Their efforts em-
body the spirit of resilience
and community, proving
that Pakistan can host ma-
jor events with greater
honour and prestige.” Zara
Khan, a local resident, ex-
pressed her support for the
beautification efforts, “The
transformation of
Islamabad has been incred-
ible. It not only reflects the
city’s hospitality and readi-
ness for the summit but also
uplifts the everyday expe-
rience of citizens. These im-
provements—bright lights,
painted bridges, and well-
maintained roads—make the
city feel more vibrant and or-
ganized. It’s clear that these
beautification projects ben-
efit everyone.
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Explosive mix

When unverified claims on so-
cial media, the heavy-handed
response of the state, and
mistrust between the rulers
and the ruled come together,
the results are explosive, as
borne out by the protests
across Punjab.

The disturbances began on
Monday, after social media re-
ports claimed a college student
had been raped in Lahore.
Students have been at the
forefront of the demonstra-
tions that have since spread
to many cities in the province.
The Punjab administration
denied the incident and has
blamed the PTI for fanning the
flames.

In order to quell the pro-
tests, the administration shut
down educational institutions
and banned demonstrations.
Nearly 400 people were ar-
rested, including students,
though some were later re-
leased. The FIA is now hunt-
ing down  journalists,
TikTokers and YouTubers
that it believes spread the al-
legedly fake rape story.

Whenever allegations of a
heinous crime, such as rape,
emerge, the state must ad-
dress them with utmost seri-
ousness and fully probe the
matter so that it can punish
the guilty if the crime is es-
tablished. Unfortunately, the
Punjab government’s reaction,
including that of its chief min-
ister and her team, has left
much to be desired. Dealing
with rape claims and the an-
ger of agitated youngsters, the
state’s response should have
been characterised by empa-
thy. But this was not the case,
with the CM herself drawing
condemnation for using “re-
gressive language”, as pointed
out by the Aurat March.

Yet it is also true that when
disinformation spreads on so-
cial media, it can set a society
on fire. Up till now, no victim
has emerged, and the family
of the student who was alleg-
edly raped has denied she was
assaulted. In fact, some of the
students involved in spread-
ing the news of the ‘crime’ have
backtracked on their words.
To counter doubtful claims,
the best course for the state
is honesty, and giving all the
facts to the public in a respect-
ful manner. Threatening the
people and unleashing brute
force via the police will only
make matters worse.

Another aspect of the un-
fortunate episode that de-
serves deep thought is the
widening distrust between the
state and its citizens. Despite
the government’s denial of the
incident, many people believe
that a ‘cover-up’is underway.
Even if the government is cor-
rect in this case, its mistreat-
ment of the public in various
ways — through political per-
secution, the denial of funda-
mental rights, and economic
pain — has sparked anger.

In such circumstances, all
it takes is a social media post
to further rile up an irate pub-
lic. While there should be no
room for violence in any situ-
ation, and protests must re-
main peaceful, unless the
state rebuilds its trust with
the populace and starts re-
specting their rights and free-
doms, we can expect to see
more societal strife, triggered
by rumours or half-truths.

A New Chapter for Balochistan’s Youth:

Skills Development and Overseas Employment Program

By Manzoor
Ahmed Magsi

Balochistan is embarking
on a transformative jour-
ney with the launch of the
Youth Skills Development
and Overseas Employ-
ment Program, a compre-
hensive initiative aimed at
addressing one of the most
pressing challenges in the
province: unemployment.
Through this program,
30,000 young people will
be trained in various trades
and industries, opening
doors for them to secure
employment opportuni-
ties abroad. The program
is a crucial step forward
in empowering the
province’s youth, devel-
oping their potential, and
contributing to the broader
national economy.
Balochistan has long
grappled with high unem-
ployment rates, com-
pounded by limited op-
portunities in the local job
market. With a population
where a significant portion
is young and eager to
work, the lack of employ-
ment opportunities has
been a persistent issue.
Government jobs are

scarce, and the private
sector is not sufficiently
developed to absorb the
growing workforce. In this
context, the Youth Skills
Development Program of-
fers a practical solution by
focusing on skill-building
and creating pathways to
international job markets.

This program reflects
a recognition that tradi-
tional employment av-
enues may no longer suf-
fice. Instead, equipping
young people with the
necessary skills and
knowledge can make them
competitive in the global
labor market. Training in
fields such as Information
Technology, healthcare,
hospitality, electrical
work, and general labor
will not only prepare them
for a range of sectors but
also help reduce reliance
on local job creation,
which is limited.

A commendable as-
pect of the program is its
emphasis on merit-based
selection and equal repre-
sentation from all districts
of Balochistan. By ensur-
ing that candidates are se-
lected based on their quali-
fications and suitability
for the training, the pro-

gram avoids the pitfalls of
favoritism and ensures
that every district in the
province has a fair share
of opportunities. This is
essential for a province
like Balochistan, where
disparities in development
and access to resources
can vary significantly
from one region to another.

Moreover, the
program’s commitment to
providing equal opportu-
nities for both male and fe-
male participants reflects
a progressive approach to
gender equality. By ac-
tively encouraging female
participation, the initia-
tive sends a clear message
that women are equally
vital to the province’s
economic growth and de-
velopment.

One of the most sig-
nificant features of this
program is its focus on
overseas employment. In
the first phase, over 2,300
young people will be sent
abroad by November,
with destinations includ-
ing European countries
such as Germany and Ro-
mania, as well as Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) nations like Qatar,
Bahrain, and Saudi Arabia.

This global outreach not
only provides immediate
job opportunities but also
enhances the skill sets of
participants, making them
more marketable in the
long run.

The provision of
two-year work permits in
these countries will enable
participants to gain valu-
able international experi-
ence in sectors where there
is demand for skilled la-
bor. This move is expected
to generate long-term ben-
efits, not only for the in-
dividuals and their fami-
lies but also for the
province’s economy
through foreign remit-
tances.

A key strength of the
program is the level of
support provided to par-
ticipants. The government
is covering all costs asso-
ciated with training, visa
arrangements, job place-
ments, and even language
training. This holistic ap-
proach ensures that finan-
cial barriers do not pre-
vent talented individuals
from seizing these oppor-
tunities. By taking on the
burden of expenses, the
program is designed to
make overseas employ-

ment accessible to a wide
demographic, particularly
those who may not have
the financial means to
pursue such opportuni-
ties on their own.

The potential im-
pact of this program ex-
tends beyond mere job
creation. By sending a
significant number of
skilled workers abroad,
Balochistan is poised to
benefit from increased
foreign remittances,
which are a critical source
of income for many
households in the prov-
ince. These remittances
can play a pivotal role in
alleviating poverty, im-
proving living standards,
and stimulating local
economies.

Additionally, the so-
cial impact of this initia-
tive should not be under-
estimated. Young people
from Balochistan will
have the chance to become
ambassadors for their
province and country,
showcasing their skills
and contributing posi-
tively to the international
workforce. This opportu-
nity for global exposure
is invaluable, as it pro-
motes cultural exchange

and broadens the hori-
zons of participants.

The Youth Skills
Development and Over-
seas Employment Pro-
gram marks a significant
milestone in
Balochistan’s efforts to
uplift its youth and ad-
dress systemic unem-
ployment. It represents a
forward-thinking ap-
proach to development,
where skill enhancement,
equal opportunity, and
international engagement
are prioritized.

While the program is
still in its early stages, its
potential to transform
the lives of thousands of
young people in the
province is clear. If
implemented effectively
and sustained over time,
this initiative could be a
game-changer for
Balochistan, setting a
precedent for other re-
gions facing similar chal-
lenges. By investing in
the skills and future of its
youth, Balochistan is not
only addressing immedi-
ate unemployment but
also laying the ground-
work for long-term eco-
nomic growth and pros-

perity.

Ahmed Bilal
Mehboob

This is not the first time that
a package of multiple con-
stitutional amendments is
being contemplated.

The package of
amendments under the um-
brella ofthe Eighth Amend-
ment was passed by the
National Assembly in No-
vember 1985. It modified as
many as 65 articles of the
Constitution and incorpo-
rated most of the provisions
of the Revival of the Con-
stitution of 1973 Order
promulgated by military
ruler Gen Ziaul Haq.

The amendment,
which included the valida-
tion of Zia’s martial law,
was passed almost under
duress, as its passage was
tied to the revival of the
Constitution and demo-
cratic order. The amend-
ment significantly changed
the form of government
from a parliamentary to a
quasi-presidential one. Al-
though the National Assem-
bly was elected in 1985 on
a non-party basis and was
still under the shadow of
martial law, it extensively
debated the amendments
for 41 days and even man-
aged to amend 18 articles
of the Constitution in-
cluded in the amendment.

Amendments past & present

The second major ex-
ercise of wholesale amend-
ments to the Constitution
was undertaken during the
rule of another military dic-
tator, Gen Pervez
Musharraf, who, following
in Zia’s footsteps, made the
passage of the 17" Amend-
ment and validation of his
unconstitutional acts a con-
dition for lifting military
rule. The 17" Amendment
incorporated the Legal
Framework Order, 2002,
promulgated by Musharraf,
which had amended almost
29 Articles of the Consti-
tution. The National As-
sembly elected in 2002
passed the 17" Amendment
in December 2003, after
more than a year of politi-
cal wrangling between
Musharraf’s supporters
and opponents.

The 18" Amendment
passed in 2010 during the
PPP’s rule was yet another
effort to pass a large pack-
age of constitutional
amendments. The objec-
tives behind their passage
were the restoration of the
parliamentary character of
the 1973 Constitution,
which had been distorted
by the 17" Amendment,
and to ensure enhanced au-
tonomy for the four prov-
inces, respecting the aspi-
rations of the smaller prov-

inces. The package included
a total of 102 amendments,
which amended, substi-
tuted, added or deleted vari-
ous provisions of the Con-
stitution.

The Parliamentary
Committee on Constitu-
tional Reforms held 77
meetings over 10 months,
spent 385 hours in delib-
eration, and reviewed 982
public proposals invited by
the committee through
newspaper advertisements,
but all these in-camera pro-
ceedings were not a substi-
tute for open debate, which
is the essence of a demo-
cratic process leading to a
durable consensus. The de-
bate in the National Assem-
bly and the Senate lasted
for just two and four days,
respectively.

Although the PPP did
not have the requisite
strength in the National
Assembly and Senate, the
amendment was unani-
mously passed, which
shows that the changes ad-
dressed some real problems
facing the country at that
time and that the PPP had
the ability to build broad
consensus among different
parties.

Now, the ruling PML-
N and its allies, such as the
MQM and PPP, are fer-
vently working to get an-

other package of constitu-
tional amendments (the 26"
Amendment) passed by
parliament, possibly before
Oct 25. Although the final
text ofthe proposed amend-
ments was not available at
the time of writing, some
proposals had found their
way to news reports and
social media.

The initial draft had 53
amendments in almost as
many articles of the Con-
stitution. The PML-N led
the effort to muster the re-
quired two-thirds majority
for the passage of the
amendments. It was so op-
timistic that it could achieve
the required numbers that
it summoned the two
Houses of parliament
around the last week of
August.

Despite the fact that
the Supreme Court’s inter-
pretation of Article 63-A,
which prohibited the
counting of the votes of
defecting members in par-
liament, was still valid (the
court later reversed this)
and the coalition parties
themselves lacked the req-
uisite numbers, the parlia-
mentary sessions were
kept going till midnight in
the hope of securing a two-
thirds majority.

While many indepen-
dent and opposition mem-

bers complained of strong
pressure and offers of in-
ducements to vote for the
amendment, the sessions
had to be prorogued indefi-
nitely on Sept 16, without
even formally introducing
the proposed 26" Amend-
ment. This was a huge set-
back for the ruling coalition,
but the silver lining is that
despite all resources being
employed to apply pres-
sure on other parties and
independent members or
tempting them through in-
ducements, no headway
could be made without
holding meaningful discus-
sions with the opposition
parties and independent
members in an attempt to
forge a consensus.

The PML-N has ap-
parently failed to convince
parliamentarians in favour
of the proposed amend-
ments; first, because the
political divide across par-
ties is very wide — it needs
to be bridged through con-
tinuous dialogue over a long
period; and second, the
proposed amendments
don’t seem to be address-
ing any real public issue.

Apparently, these
amendments are being pro-
posed and supported be-
cause the sponsors do not
want to see certain judges
in powerful positions and

the amendments seem to
weaken their chances of as-
suming those positions. To
the opponents, the amend-
ments seem to block the
way of their favourite
judges. It is a simple game
of promoting the careers of
respective favourites and no
major principle or question
of public welfare is in-
volved.

The central point of
the proposed amendments
is the creation of a consti-
tutional court or division
which may dilute the pow-
ers of the incoming chief
justice of the Supreme
Court. As a sideshow, a
dangerous amendment has
also been introduced to ex-
tend the term of the exist-
ing chief election commis-
sioner and four members of
the commission and even
reappoint them for a sec-
ond term.

As aresult of the hec-
tic exchange of views over
the past two weeks, a
leaner draft covering 24
points has emerged. Irre-
spective of the final out-
come, the healthy trend is
that political parties are
talking to each other and
accommodating  each
other’s point of view.
Sometimes, the process is
more important than the
outcome.

Climate

Imaduddin Ahmed

COP26 in Glasgow served
as a forum to grill devel-
oped country governments
for failing to fulfil their cu-
mulative pledge of $100
billion annually in climate
finance for developing
countries. COP29 in Baku
will serve to scale the am-
bition, and improve the
quality of climate finance.
This might seem far-
fetched. But progress
made at COP28 in Dubai,
together with fresh ideas,
provide grounds for opti-
mism.

At COP28, 15 na-
tional governments, span-
ning the Americas, Africa,
Europe and Asia, signed
the Global Climate Fi-
nance Framework. To
their voices, the Climate
Justice Committee of Lib-
eral International, a federa-
tion of'liberal political par-
ties across 120 countries,
adds its own.

The Global Climate
Finance Framework built
on its predecessors, the
Paris Pact for People and
Planet, the Bridgetown
Initiative, the Accra-
Marrakesh Agenda, the
G20 New Delhi Leaders’
Declaration, and the Afri-
can Leaders’ Nairobi Dec-
laration on Climate and
Call to Action. The Frame-
work provides a blueprint
for mobilising trillions of
dollars by 2030 to keep
global warming below 1.5
degrees Celsius, and to
support developing coun-
tries manage the repercus-
sions of climate change.

First, developed
country governments
should finance developing
country-owned platforms,
so that they align with lo-
cal needs. A Pakistan-
owned platform would al-
low better integration of
climate funding into agri-
culture, water manage-
ment and disaster resil-
ience.

Second, multilateral
organisations charged with
disbursing climate funds
must ease access. They
must  simplify and

finance at COP29

harmonise their criteria
amongst themselves,
speed up approvals, and
make processes more
transparent. This would
assist Pakistani govern-
ment agencies in raising the
necessary funding for in-
frastructure projects that
protect against flooding
and drought, and would
also allow them to begin
the recovery from climate
emergencies quicker. To
fully serve their public
purpose, multilateral de-
velopment banks must
also disburse more of their
capital, and take greater
risk.

Third, developed
country governments need
to increase public finance
for adaptation to develop-
ing countries. Liberal In-
ternational foresees cli-
mate displacement as a
universal issue. The 2022
floods left eight million
Pakistanis displaced. It is
only a matter of time be-
fore developed and less
climate-vulnerable coun-
tries start seeing mass im-
migration if they do not
balance their emissions re-
ductions commitments
with addressing resilience
in climate-vulnerable
countries.

Markets already ex-
ist to enable emissions re-
ductions, and to the extent
that their integrity can be
enhanced, governments,
independent standard set-
ters, verifiers, carbon
credit rating agencies, car-
bon insurance companies
and technology compa-
nies should step forward.

Fourth, developed
country governments
should broaden the
sources of finance for cli-
mate action. For adapta-
tion and resilience, every
government can use regu-
lation to mobilise private
capital for projects that
reduce long-term value of
risk, and that reduce de-
fault risk. Governments
should also require insur-
ance companies and pen-
sion funds to invest a por-
tion of their assets under
management into adapta-

tion and resilience, and
emissions reductions and
removals.

Developed govern-
ments should also expand
carbon pricing and taxes
to guarantee the portfo-
lios of multilateral loans
and recapitalise
multilaterals.

Finally, developed
governments should help
highly indebted develop-
ing countries manage their
debt. The global pan-
demic, the invasion of the
Ukraine, and escalated
cost-of-living crisis have
increased developing
countries’ indebtedness.
We need a proliferation of
judicious debt-for-cli-
mate swaps, sus-

tainability-linked
bonds, a rechannelling of
IMF Special Drawing
Rights, and the full imple-
mentation of the Com-
mon Framework for Debt
Treatments Beyond the
Debt Service Suspension
Initiative. These would
reduce Pakistan’s debt
burden and enable new in-
vestment into climate ad-
aptation and mitigation.

The Global Climate
Finance Framework can
be leveraged to derisk
outcomes of the official
UN text to be negotiated
at COP29. Its coherent
and broad proposed
package can reduce the
time required to success-
fully negotiate outcomes
that work for both devel-
oped and developing
countries.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment would do well to
add its signature to the
Framework. At COP27,
Pakistanis showed that
we pull our weight in
mobilising developing
country opinion within
the G77, and persuading
developed country coun-
terparts. At COP29, we
have the opportunity to
bring the global commu-
nity closer to a consen-
sus on how to scale cli-
mate finance ambitions,
get the money out
quicker, and make it work.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Fallen angels

Ammar Ather Saeed

Pakistan’s judiciary has
always been something
of a pendulum, swinging
between periods of inde-
pendence and moments
of deep political influ-
ence. Over the years, we
have seen judges make
bold, autonomous deci-
sions, standing as guard-
ians of the Constitution.
Yet, at other times, the
judiciary has found itself
swayed by political
forces — sometimes sup-
porting the government,
sometimes leaning to-
wards the opposition,
and at other times yield-
ing to the influence of the
establishment. The bal-
ance between indepen-
dence and control has al-
ways been fragile, fluc-
tuating with the political
tides.

Today, however,
Pakistan faces an alarm-
ing development: an
overt attempt to consoli-
date political control over
the judiciary, threatening
to extinguish whatever
remains of its indepen-
dence. The proposed
Federal Constitutional
Bench or Division, along
with the shift in how
judges are appointed, is
not merely a procedural
reform — it is a deliber-
ate effort to undermine
the judiciary’s au-
tonomy. Politicians seem
to believe that by ap-
pointing judges through
more politically influ-
enced processes, they
can guarantee decisions
that align with their in-
terests. But history has
shown us time and again
that this belief is danger-
ously short-sighted.

The judiciary in Pa-
kistan is not easily bent
to political will. Even
now, there are judges on
the bench who remain
fiercely independent,
while others clearly align
with political factions or
the establishment. This
internal division under-
scores the complexity of
the judicial system. But

by attempting to impose
greater political control
over judicial appoint-
ments, the government is
effectively suffocating
what little independence
the judiciary has left.
The danger here is that
by weakening the courts’
ability to function with-
out interference, the rul-
ing powers are setting
themselves up for a fu-
ture they may not fore-
see.

In the short term,
political forces might en-
joy the benefits of a ju-
diciary that bends to
their will, particularly
through handpicked
judges who owe their po-
sitions to the ruling
party. But as history
shows, this strategy
rarely works out as
planned. Judges, once
seated, have often found
themselves rediscovering
their independence, rul-
ing in ways that defy the
expectations of those
who appointed them. A
judiciary that is manipu-
lated today can become a
force of resistance to-
morrow, as political
power shifts and new
governments find them-
selves at the mercy of the
same courts they once
tried to control.

Consider what
might happen three years
down the road. The
judges appointed by one
political party may no
longer serve the interests
of that party, especially
if a new government
comes to power. Sud-
denly, those very judges,
expected to be compliant,
may start issuing rulings
that challenge the new
government’s agenda. The
judiciary, now less be-
holden to any one politi-
cal faction but fragmented
by years of manipulation,
could become a source of
unpredictable and uncon-
trollable rulings. The very
politicians who sought to
curb judicial independence
may find themselves cor-
nered by the consequences
of their actions.

Moreover, this de-
struction of the judiciary’s
independence goes beyond
any one government. [t
represents a systemic
weakening of Pakistan’s
legal framework, where
the Supreme Court — a
body that once acted as
the final protector of con-
stitutional rights — is be-
ing relegated to the role of
an appellate court, with its
constitutional authority
diluted by the establish-
ment of the Federal Con-
stitutional Bench or Divi-
sion, as is being proposed.
This fragmentation of ju-
dicial power will have
long-lasting effects, erod-
ing the public’s trust in
the judiciary as a fair and
impartial institution.

In time, the conse-
quences of these changes
will likely force a return
to the old system, where
judges are app-oi--nted
through a process insu-
lated from political influ-
ence. By then, however,
the damage may already be
done.

The judiciary may no
longer command the same
respect or wield the same
power as a guardian of
constitutional rights. And
the politicians who sought
to control it will be left
grappling with a legal
system that is fragmented,
unpredictable, and ulti-
mately uncontrollable.

This attempt to curb
judicial independence, to
reduce the courts to mere
extensions of political
power, will come back to
haunt those behind it.

The lesson from
Pakistan’s history is clear:
the judiciary, when
pushed to the brink, fights
back. And when it does, it
is often those who sought
to control it who suffer the
most.

The government may
find that in their desire for
short-term control, they
have triggered long-term
chaos — where the courts,
far from serving their in-
terests, become their
greatest challenge. --
Courtesy Dawn
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Punjab CM seeks plan to eliminate
environmental patterns of poliovirus

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif has called for a sustainable and actionable
plan to eliminate polio environmental samples from the province.

Chairing a meeting on polio eradication here on Saturday, she directed the health authorities that a
robust vaccination campaign be launched at all entry points into Punjab to achieve the complete
elimination of the polio virus.

In the meeting, it was decided to track and register mobile and migrant populations across Punjab
to ensure comprehensive vaccination coverage.

The CM also stressed the need for accurate data collection on missing children during vaccination
drives, aiming to ensure that no child is overlooked. Proposals for enhancing the vaccination campaign’s
effectiveness through a detailed micro-plan were reviewed, with the ultimate goal of making Punjab

polio-free.

The CM said “Our commitment is to completely eradicate polio from Punjab, and I am personally
monitoring the vaccination efforts. Public cooperation is key to achieving this goal.” She stressed the
importance of maintaining the cold chain in line with SOPs during the campaign and expressed concern
over the rise in virus circulation in the province.

The chief minister also highlighted the need to focus on districts where vaccination efforts have
been weaker, calling for immediate attention and reinforcement.

Senior Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb, Health Ministers Khawaja Salman Rafique and Khawaja
Imran Nazir, Parliamentary Secretary Uzma Kardar, Sania Ashiq, Dr. Adnan Khan, the Chief Secretary,
and other senior officials attended the meeting.

Saleem Haider Khan at Governor House.

LAHORE: A delegation of various student organizations in a group photo with Governor Punjab Sardar

LAHORE Pun] ab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharlf pres1des over the

high level meeting regarding eradication of polio.

Governor KP terms
Karsaz tragedy dark day

HYDERABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Saturday asserted
that the blood of the
martyrs would not go in
vain and the sacrifices
made by the people for
democratic principles
would always be
remembered.

Governor  Faisal
Karim Kundi said this in a
memorial gathering held in
Hyderabad to
commemorate the martyrs
of the Karsaz incident. He
described the Karsaz
tragedy as a dark day in
Pakistan’s political history,
during which countless
innocent lives were lost.

Kundi emphasized
that the incident
strengthened the struggle
for democracy and the
rights of the people in the
country.

He paid tribute to the
late Benazir Bhutto, saying
that she sacrificed her life
for the establishment of
peace, the supremacy of
democracy, and the
realization of prosperity
and development for the
citizens.

Kundi highlighted the
Pakistan Peoples Party as
the only political party
whose leadership has
embraced martyrdom,
recalling that their founder,
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, was

also martyred.
He reiterated that

Bhutto’s successor,
Benazir Bhutto, fought for
the  supremacy  of
democracy and that
President  Asif Ali
Zardari’s slogan of
“Pakistan ~ Khappay”

resonated during tough
times.

Today, he said,
Bhutto’s grandson and
chairman of the party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is
leading the charge for
constitutional governance
and democratic stability.

Kundi urged the
public to work together for
the country’s development
and prosperity.

Parliamentary secretary
attends ceremony for CM
Talent Scholarship Program

MULTAN (APP):
Parliamentary Secretary
for Higher Education Ajmal
Khan Chandia said on
Saturday Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
was  committed to
removing barriers between
talented students and their
education.

Speaking at a
reception held at the UET
Auditorium Complex in
honour of students
selected for the Chief
Minister’s Talent
Scholarship Programme for
2024 session here, he
highlighted that the
programme aimed to
eliminate financial
obstacles for deserving and
talented students.

He announced that the
Punjab government would
cover the educational
expenses of the students

for four years.

Under this program,
scholarships will be
awarded annually to
30,000 students across 68
disciplines, benefiting
students from 50 public
sector universities.

The scholarship
program, worth Rs.130
billion is a significant
investment in education.

Chandia emphasised
that students were the
brand ambassadors of their
institutions and adding
that many graduates from
UET Lahore have achieved
prestigious positions in the
country which reflects the
institution’s success.

Earlier, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Shahid
Munir  praised the

scholarship scheme in
welcome address to the
new students.

Graduate cops age
limit for PPSC exams
extended by 3 years

LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar has relaxed the age
limit by five years for
over-age graduate
constables and head
constables, who could not
appear for the Punjab
Public Service Commission
(PPSC) exams earlier under
the P-Cadet Scheme. The
age limit for appearing in
the PPSC exams for the
posts of Sub-Inspector and
ASI has been increased
from 35 to 40 years.
Thousands of constables
and head constables, who
became over-age due to the

COVID-19 pandemic and
other factors, would
benefit from the decision.

A spokesperson for
the Punjab Police said that
with the increase in the age
limit, over 1,000 constables
and head constables would
be able to appear for exams
to qualify for sub-
inspector and assistant
sub-inspector posts. A
large number of constables
had contacted the IGP
Punjab to highlight the
issue. The IGP sent a
summary to the cabinet
committee for approval to
provide relief to the
affected police personnel.

Tessori stresses
awareness of

breast cancer

KARACHI (APP):
Governor of Sindh
Mohammed Kamran Khan
Tessori has said that
riaisng awareness of breast
cancer among women is a
need of the hour.

In his message on
World Breast Cancer Day,
he said that timely
diagnosis and effective
treatment were essential.

Tessori said that the
current government was
committed to preventing
cancer.

He said that early
diagnosis of breast cancer
could save many lives. He
also  expressed his
commitment to providing
better cancer facilities.

CM takes
notice of
murders in
Lee Market

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has taken
notice of murder of three
women and a girl child in a
house in Lee Market here
on Saturday.

He said that the
incident was very sad, ‘I
want the murderer behind

bars.’

Murad directed IGP
Sindh to arrest
Immediately the
murderers, a CM’s

Spokesperson said.

He said that such
incidents create an
atmosphere of fear and
psychological problems in
the society.

Merciless  killers
deserve no concessions, he
said adding that the
killers should be

immediately arrested
and reported to me.

HYDERABAD: Members of District Bar Assoc1atlon are holdlng protest

demonstration against arrested of senior lawyer and demanding for releasing,
outside District and Session Court premises in Hyderabad.

Tug of war over
constitutional amends
sets new record: Liaquat

LAHOE (INP): Jamaat
Islami leader Liaquat
Baloch on Saturday said
that the tug of war over the
proposed constitutional
amendments have set a new
record.

JI Naib Ameer in a
statement said that the
parliamentary parties’ tug
of war for contentious
amendments and the entire
process has become
disputed and shameful.

He said the Pakistan
Tehrik-e-Insaf and the JUI
should not become the part
of this contentious process
of the proposed
amendments in the

constitution.

JI leader said that the
special seats have been
made a joke adding that the
amendment in the Election

Act was based on
malicious intention.
Liaquat Baloch urged

for accepting the Supreme
Court’s decision over the
issue.

JI leader also said that
the Punjab government,
becoming a party, has
adversely affected the girl
student’s case. He was
opined that the facts of the
case will surface with the
high court’s full bench
hearing.
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KARACHI: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor,

WORLD
CULTURE
FESTIVAL
KARACHI
024

SCPHE 8

Faisal Karim Kundi addresses to media persons
during World Culture Festival Karachi 2024
organized by the Arts Council of Pakistan, held at
Arts Council building in Karachi.

Polling materials handed
over to polling staff for
2" L.G by-poll on Oct 20

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Provincial Election
Commissioner, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Saturday
handed over polling stuff
to polling staff for conduct
of second by-elections in
53 village and neighborhood
councils of 17 districts of
the province on October
20.

According to the
spokesman of provincial
election commission, the
by-election would be held
on vacant seats reserved
for general, women,

laborers, farmers and youth
in districts Peshawar,
Nowshera, Charsadda,
Khyber, Swabi, Kohat,
Karak, Lakki Marwat, DI
Khan, Tank, Abbottabad,
Mansehra, Kolai Plus,

Swat, Shangla, Buner, Dir
and Bajaur.

The Provincial
Election Commissioner
said that the polling for the
by-elections would be held
at the level of Village
Council and Neighborhood
Council.

It said that by-
elections would be held on
54 seats in neighborhood
councils and 53 in
neighborhood councils.

A total of 260 polling
stations both male and
female and 787 polling
booths had been set up for
345,604 registered voters.

Security cameras had
been installed at all the
polling stations to ensure
free and fair conduct of the
polhng

HYDERABAD Slndh Taraqi Pasand Party

Chairman, Dr. Qadir Magsi addresses to media
persons during press conference, at Qasimabad

in Hyderabad.

Dr. Ishaq Samijo says:
Survival of civilization

and culture possible only
by staying connected

HYDERABAD (APP):
Reknowned Sindhi poet
and writer Dr. Ishaq Samijo
has said that the survival
of civilization and culture
would be possible only by
staying connected; cutting
off one’s own language was
equivalent to cutting offthe
earth. He expressed these
views during the certificate
distribution ceremony to
Sindhi language learners.
He further said that it
was a matter of pride for
him when Urdu-speaking
brothers and sisters speak
Sindhi after learning Sindhi
from the Sindhi Language
Authority. Speaking on the
occasion, Prof. Anwar
Mansoor Mangiro said,
“The learning program by
Sindhi Language Authority
has proved to be very
effective, which needs

more publicity so that more
people are connected with
Sindhi language and the
teachers of private schools
are better.”

In this event, the
students of Sindhi who
were taking the basic
learning course of other
languages delivered
speeches in Sindhi.

On the occasion, the
trainers Sattar Sarohi, Elahi
Bakhsh Ajhan, Shaukat
Chachar, and the learners
Prof. Asif Zahoori, Adnan
Soomri, Momina Musrat,
Ghulam Rasool Sodhar,
Faizan Siddiqui, Ashar
Shahid, Zohaib Bharri, and
others also expressed their
views. Certificates were
given to the five successful
candidates of the three-
month course of basic
learning of Sindhi.

Punjab Governor says:
Miscreants want to spread chaos

in country, youth should be
cautious of nefarious designs

LAHORE (APP): A
delegation of various
student organizations met
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan at
Governor House Lahore.
The students apprised the
governor of Punjab about
the various problems faced
by the students. They also
demanded transparent
investigation on the Punjab
College incident and lifting
of ban of the student
union.

Talking on this
occasion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that People’s Party
has always taken steps for
the welfare of the youth.
On the question of the
students regarding the
Punjab College incident,
Governor Punjab said that
there should be an
investigation on merit,

adding that youth will also
show responsibility. He
said that student
organizations should take
delegations to educational
institutions and play a
positive role in solving the
Punjab College matter.
Governor Punjab said that
the miscreants want to
spread chaos in the
country, however, the
youth should be cautious
of their nefarious designs.
Governor Punjab said that
the survival and stability
of the country is the most
important for us. He said
that the youth should
present their viewpoint
with logic and reason.
Governor Punjab said on
the demand for the lifting
ban on student union that
PPP has always been a
supporter of the election
of the student union. He

said that the last election
of the student union was
also held during the
government ofthe People’s
Party. Governor Punjab
said that he will write to
the Punjab government for
lifting ban on the student
union.

On this occasion, the
students said that the facts
of Punjab College incident
should be shared with the

students. They also
demanded to lift ban from
students’ union in

educational institutions,
adding that students unions
were the nurseries from
where leadership emerged
in the past. Students
appreciated Governor
Punjab’s measures to
prevent drugs in
universities and protect
female students from
harassment.

Farmer Killed
over fodder

cutting issue

FAISALABAD (APP): A
young farmer was shot
dead over fodder-cutting
dispute in the area of
Saddar Jaranwala police
station. A police
spokesman said here on
Saturday that Arif Rasheed
of Chak No. 115-GB had a
dispute over fodder cutting
with Sajjad of the same
locality. During altercation,
Sajjad got enraged and
opened fire, killing Arif
Rasheed on-the-spot. The
police took the body into
custody and dispatched it
to mortuary of Tehsil.

KP Info Secretary
visits Pakhtunkhwa
Radio Mardan

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Provincial  Secretary
Information, Arshad Khan
on Saturday visited
Pakhtunkhwa Radio
Mardan and inspected its
various sections. He was
accompanied by Press
Registrar, Ansarullah Khilji
and concerned officials. He
visited various sections of
Pakhtunkhwa Radio and
met with staff.

Station Manager
Pakhtunkhwa Radio, Sajid
Mehmood briefed the

secretary about the
working and administrative
matters of the station.

The secretary
appreciated the standard of
programs being aired from
the station and said that
the government would take
steps for the welfare of
artists and writers.

He also directed radio
staff to highlight steps
being taken by the
government under Chief
Minister Awami Agenda
programme.

LAHORE: Advnsor to CM for Health Maj or General (retd) Dr. Azhar Kiyani
being briefed by Executive Director Professor Asif Bashir during his visit to
Punjab Insitutte of Nureo Sciences.

14 dead,
1,437 injured
in Punjab
road accidents

LAHORE (APP):
Fourteen people were
killed and 1,437 others
injured in 1,321 road
accidents in Punjab during
the last 24 hours.

As many as 621
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
816 with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

The data analysis
showed that 750 drivers, 67
underage drivers, 190
pedestrians, and 511
passengers were among the
victims of road traffic
crashes.

The statistics
showed that 269 accidents
were reported in Lahore,
which affected 306 people,
placing the provincial
capital at top of the list,

Bed capacity of Children
Hospital to be increased
from 314 to 450

FAISALABAD (APP):
The capacity of Children
Hospital Faisalabad would
be increased from 314 to
450 beds by completing its
up-gradation project on
war-footing, said
Divisional Commissioner
Madam Silwat Saeed.

Presiding over a
meeting at Children
Hospital Jhang Road here
on Saturday, she said that
the government was
committed to improve
health sector on most
modern lines.

In this connection, the
development and up-
gradation projects were
being completed on urgent
basis so that the people
could be provided quality
treatment facilities near
their doorsteps.

She said that Children

Hospital was one of the
important healthcare
institutes in this region
which was providing
treatment to pediatric

patients in number
ailments.
She directed to

improve universal health
insurance system in the
hospital and said that
comprehensive report
should be prepared and
submit in her office for
recruitment of ad-hoc
doctors in this hospital.
She also took briefing
on the establishment of
state-of-the-art Child
Development Center,
availability of medicines,
rehabilitation of lawns,
smog counter, command
and control center,
activation of ventilators
and angiography machine.

Commissioner visits SOS Village,
stresses welfare, edu. of children

SARGODHA (APP):
Sargodha  Divisional
Commissioner Jahanzeb
Awan visited the SOS
Village on Saturday to
assess the facilities
provided for orphaned and
underprivileged children.
He interacted with
children, showing affection
and care towards them. He
emphasised that children
residing at SOS Village
deserved special attention,

and it was the collective
responsibility of society to
ensure their well-being.
The commissioner
said character-building of
orphaned children was a
national duty, and “we all
must contribute to it”. He
praised SOS Village for its
vital role in supporting
vulnerable children and
stressed the importance of
education. Addressing
students, he urged them to

make education their top
priority, including
technical skills, and to
work hard towards realising
their dreams. Jahanzeb
Awan also mentioned that
the divisional
administration was
committed to supporting
institutions like SOS Village
and would assist children in
securing employment for
them once they complete
their education.
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Govt, IFAD, WFP, FAO committed
to enhance food security, nutrition
for underserved communities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The United Nations-
affiliated organisations, the
World Food Programme
(WFP), the International
Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) and
the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) along
with the Government of
Pakistan and the local
community are committed
to enhancing food security
and nutrition for
underserved communities.

‘In rural Pakistan,
food insecurity and climate
change are pressing
challenges that threaten the
well-being of communities.
United Nations-affiliated
organizations are actively
working to ensure that
everyone has access to
affordable and nutritious
food. Their efforts are
particularly focused on
vulnerable populations,
aiming to strengthen food
systems and enhance
resilience against the
impacts of climate change’,
said country
representatives of WFP,
IFAD and FAO while

2 j_
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talking to APP in a panel
interview.

WFP Country
Representative Coco
Ushiyama said the WFP
ensures access to help safe
and nutritious diet with the
support of'its partners. She
highlighted the importance

of social protection
systems, such as the
Benazir Nashonuma

Programme, which aims to
prevent stunting among
children by combining
nutrition services with
health education.
Additionally,  WFP’s
school meal programs are
being implemented across
several provinces,
including a new initiative in
Balochistan, providing
children with nutritious
meals sourced from local
produce. To a question, she
said the WFP’s extensive
experience in school meal
programs has shown
success in improving
school attendance and
academic performance.
Furthermore, the

organization is fortifying
by

staple foods

collaborating with local
wheat mills to produce
fortified flour, particularly
partnering with women-
owned mills, she said
adding that these initiatives
not only enhance nutrition
but also support local
livelihoods through
improved water access and
kitchen gardening.

She also mentioned
that in addition to these
efforts, WFP is supporting
local livelihoods by
addressing community-
specific issues. For
example, she said that it is
working with partners to
improve water access and
promote kitchen gardening,
enabling families to grow
their nutritious produce.

Through a
combination of these
efforts and ongoing

nutrition education, she
said that WFP hopes to
make healthy, safe, and
nutritious diets accessible
for all Pakistanis,
especially those in rural
and underserved
communities, she
maintained.

vendor after change weather in provincial capital.

and rcing warm clothes from roadside
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ICCI to nurture business
academia ties for nation
building: Nasir Qureshi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Nasir Mansoor Qureshi,
President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI),
emphasized the Chamber’s
commitment to nation-
building by fostering
academia-business
linkages. Addressing a
visiting student delegation
of Metropolitan
International  United
College (MIUC) headed by
its Principal Nadia Sultan,
he stressed that higher
educational institutions
must go beyond degree
awards and equip graduates
with comprehensive
training for entrepreneurial
success. To empower
youth, we need to make
them entrepreneurs instead
of job seekers, Qureshi
said, adding that the
Chamber is dedicated to
facilitating  students’
growth into successful
businessmen and the plans

include organizing event
competitions in various
business hubs, with awards
for top performers.

Qureshi urged
Universities to introduce
business role models,
incorporating their success
stories into syllabi which
will encourage students to
match these leaders.

The ICCI will
establish a Think Tank and
R&D cell, inviting
interested students also to
contribute practical ideas
for business growth, he
concluded. Nadia Sultan,
Principal Metropolitan
International University
College (MIUC),
expressed her desire to
strengthen coordination
with the Chamber to
showcase ICCI’s best
practices to MIUC
students and enable them
to align their future course
of action with market
needs.

OGRA seeks clarification
from SSGC on geyser
charges in gas bills

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) has sought a
response from the Sui
Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) regarding the
charges for geysers in gas
bills. In a statement,
OGRA said that it has
asked SSGC to provide a
written response regarding
the prices of geysers and
their installation charges.
The authority has
clarified that consumers are
not bound to install
geysers through SSGC
contractors and can install
them themselves.
However, OGRA
emphasized that it is the
consumer’s responsibility
to ensure the installation of
geysers to conserve energy.
Additionally.

companies have the right to
inspect  geysers in
consumers’ premises to

ensure  safety and
compliance with
regulations.

Yesterday, the Sui
Southern Gas Company
(SSGC) started collecting
conical baffle charges under
geyser campaign.
According to details, SSGC
sent additional bills
amounting to Rs2,085 to
the consumers under the
name of “conical baffle”
charges. Millions of
consumers within the 3.2
million customer network
are distressed due to these
extra charges.

It is being revealed
that consumers received
inflated bills regardless of
whether geysers were
installed in their homes.
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of wheat.

Gold prices
up by Rs.900

per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of 24 karat per
tola gold increased by
Rs.900 and was sold at
Rs.281,800 on Saturday
compared to its sale at Rs.
280,900 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs.772 to
Rs.241,598 from Rs.
240,826 whereas the price
of 10 gram 22 karat gold
went up to Rs. 221,465
from Rs. 220,758, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
silver increased by Rs.50
to Rs.3,150 whereas that
of ten gram silver went up
by Rs.42.87 to
Rs.2,700.62.

The price of gold in
the international market
increased by $9 to $2,721
from $2,612, the
Association reported.

Farmers urged
to sow wheat
by Nov 15

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Agriculture
Department,Government
of Punjab has urged
farmers to sow wheat by
November 15,2024 to get
benefits from suitable
conditions of the weather.

According to a
spokesperson,an advisory
was issued by the
agriculture department for
farmers of Bahawalpur
region.

It said that the
suitable weather and
conditions for sowing
wheat would remain
continuous by November
15, therefore wheat should
be sowed by 15" of
November.

They further said that
timely sowing of wheat
would give record yield of
the crop.

The peasants were
also advised to first throw
nitrogen fertilizer into the
field at the time of sowing
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MULTAN: Workers are busy stitching Quilts at their workplace as dem nd

increases in the winter season.
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ISLAMABAD: People are busy buying and selling

vegetable market of the federal capital.
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Pakistan emerges as
leading Global Tech Hub
at GITEX: Shaza Fatima

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on
Saturday Pakistan’s
emergence as a global
technology hub was
solidified as the country

was named “Tech
Destination of the Year” at
GITEX.

The minister in her
congratulatory message
extended congratulations to
all the participants,
delegates and companies
who represented Pakistan
at GITEX Global 2024
held in Dubai.

She said, “Your
dedication and hard work
have made this event a huge
success for Pakistan,
showcasing the remarkable

potential of our IT
industry on the global
stage.”

Shaza Fatima said
Pakistan’s growing
influence as a global
technology hub was firmly
established as Pakistan
was named Tech
Destination of the Year at
GITEX.

“Our remarkable
participation, with over
200 companies, startups,
and industry experts,
reflects Pakistan’s
unwavering commitment
and the immense potential
of our IT industry,” she
said. “I also want to
congratulate all the
Pakistani companies that
signed MoUs and
established key

partnerships with
international tech leaders.
These collaborations mark
an important step forward
for our IT industry,
opening doors to new
markets, and creating
opportunities for
innovation”, she
maintained. The minister
said the success of GITEX
will not only fuel the
growth of Pakistan’s IT
industry but also
contribute significantly to
our nation’s economy. The
government remains fully
committed to supporting
the IT industry, fostering
innovation, and ensuring
that the momentum gained
at GITEX continues to fuel
both technological and
economic progress, she

SWCCI organizes
awareness session

SARGODHA (APP): The
National Bank of Pakistan
and Sargodha Women
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SWCCI)
Saturday jointly organised
an awareness session on
‘NBP Women Financing’.
In the awareness
session, the women
belonging to every field of
life and students attended
the workshop in which
they were imparted
awareness regarding
National Bank of ‘Pakistan
Women Financing Scheme’
so that women that are
willing to start their own
business could get loan
with five percent markup
and tenure of the loan
would be fine years.

SWCCI Sargodha Saira
Rehan said that this
awareness session would
definitely benefit the
women want to establish
their business and students
who have the skill and
want to explore their
abilities in industrial
sector. The Sargodha
Women of Chamber of
Commerce and Industry is
striving hard, and providing
platform to the women to
encourage them for doing
their own business to make
them self-dependent, he
added. Regional Executive
Liabilities NBP Regional
Office Sargodha
Muhammad Tanveer Awan
and Regional Manager
Commercial Business Small

PFA seizes 800 kg
expired biscuits,
confectionery

items

MULTAN (APP): The
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) foiled the shifting of
a large consignment of
expired food products,here
on Saturday.

The operation led by
Director  Operations
South,Zubair Ahmed Ijaz,
was conducted at a
warehouse located on
Tulamba road Mian
Channu. During the
raid,approximately 800
kilograms of expired
biscuits and confectionery
items were seized and
promptly disposed of.

According to PFA
Director General
Muhammad Asim Javed.

General Secretary

and Medium Enterprises.

QUETTA-: Avendor selling sack of applt;,_-from roadside in provincial capital.

LCCI President meets
DC to discuss City’s
key business issues

LAHORE (INP): A
productive meeting held at
the Lahore Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
between LCCI President
Mian Abuzar Shad and
Deputy Commissioner
Lahore Syed Musa Raza.
The meeting focused
on strengthening
collaboration between the
city’s administration and
the business community to
resolve critical issues such
as the installation of water
hydrants, encroachments,
lack of parking and smog
control measures. Former
LCCI president Muhammad
Ali Mian, former Senior
Vice President Ali Hussam
Asghar, Executive
Committee Members Asif
Khan, Syed Salman Alj,
Imran Saleem, Rana Nisar,
Shoban Akhter and Asif
Malik were also present on
the occasion. Mian Abuzar
Shad praised the efforts of
the City District
Government to maintain
constructive relationships
with  the  business
community and also
pointed out several urgent
issues that require
immediate attention. He
mentioned shortage of
water hydrants in key
Lahore markets, which
poses significant risks in
case of fire emergencies and
stressed the importance of

including LCCI in city
district administrative
committees.He also
underscored the urgent
need for the construction
of parking plazas in
densely populated
business areas, including
Brandreth Road, Mall
Road, Ichra and Circular
Road suggesting that these
projects be implemented
through public-private
partnerships. The LCCI
has already identified
suitable locations for such
projects and is prepared to
collaborate with the
government to move them
forward.The LCCI
President said that the
encroachments not only
hinder business operations
but also contribute to
traffic congestion and
diminish the overall
aesthetics of the city’s
commercial zones.

Mian Abuzar Shad
proposed a joint campaign
between the City District
Government and the LCCI
to raise awareness about
encroachments and
implement measures to
address the problem more
effectively. On the
environmental front, the
LCCI President highlighted
the growing threat of smog
during the winter season
and called for a more
coordinated response.

Over 3.1m
cotton bales
arrival recorded
at ginneries
till Oct 15

MULTAN (APP): The
seed cotton (phutti)
equivalent to over 3.1
million (3,101,743) bales
have reached ginning
factories across Pakistan
till October 15, 2024,
registering a decrease of
48.27 per cent compared
to corresponding period of
last year.

According to a
fortnightly report of
Pakistan Cotton Ginners

Association (PCGA),
issued to media on Friday,
over 2.7 million

(2,736,449) bales have
undergone the ginning
process i.e converted into
bales.

Cotton arrivals in
Punjab were recorded
1,185,647 bales registering
adecrease 0f53.38 per cent
as compared to the
corresponding period of
last year when arrivals
were recorded 2,543,100
bales. Sindh generated
1,916,096 bales registering
adecrease 0f44.51 per cent
as compared to
corresponding period of
last year when arrivals
were recorded 3,452,986
bales. Arrivals in
Balochistan were recorded
at 94,850 bales. Exporters/
traders bought 3,200
cotton bales while textile
sector bought total
2,590,977 bales.

Grow Green Network
demands ADB to revisit
Fossil Fuel Financing

NAWABSHAH (APP):
The Grow Green Network
has called on the Asian
Development Bank
(ADB) to revisit funding
fossil fuel projects in
Pakistan, urging the bank
to align its investments
with the country’s climate
commitments.

This demand was
made during a public forum
held by NDF Pakistan in
Nawabshah in
collaboration with the
Indus Consortium, which
works on environmental,
humanitarian, and
development initiatives.

The event drew
participation from political
party activists, civil
society representatives,
media personnel, and the
general public.

Key speakers
included Abid Lashari
President NDF, Shahid
Shah Consultant Indus
Consortium Tariq Hussain
Channar, Asma Munir and
others discussed the urgent
need for reforms in
Pakistan’s energy sector.

Speakers emphasized

the challenges facing the
country’s energy supply,
including its heavy reliance
on costly imported fuels
and inefficiencies in the
power system. The public
forum also urged the
Pakistani government to
invest in flood-resilient
infrastructure to empower
communities and bridge the
$19.1 billion funding gap
required for the
rehabilitation of flood-
affected areas.

Participants rejected a
further expansion of LNG
and fossil fuel dependence,
instead advocating for
energy independence
through solar and wind
power investments,
especially for marginalized
communities without
access to the national grid.

The forum ended
with a strong call to action
for multilateral
development banks
(MDBs) to address the
critical funding gaps and
for Pakistan to accelerate
its transition toward a
sustainable, renewable
energy future.

KARACH
colorful clay pots, hoping to attract buyers with
their traditional charm.

LCCI offers mediation
to govt as transporters
announce strike from 22"

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (LCCI) has
stepped forward to
mediate between the
government and the
Pakistan Mini Mazda
Association, following the
transporters’
announcement of an
indefinite nationwide strike
starting October 22 if their
demands remain unmet.
During a meeting held
at the LCCI, President
Mian Abuzar Shad and

former President
Muhammad Ali Mian
appealed to the

government to resolve the
situation quickly, fearing
of'significant losses to both
the business community
and the government if
strike starts.

The transporters, led

by representatives Sher Ali
and Tanveer Jutt, outlined
the critical challenges
facing the sector and
rendered their operations
unsustainable under
current circumstances.
They demanded immediate
cessation of the Rs 10,000
fines imposed by the
Motorway Police,
recognition of Mazda
vehicles with two axles for

load transportation,
elimination of unjust fines,
FIRs, and unethical

behavior by the Patrolling
Police, reinstatement of
canceled Mazda vehicles,
removal of the Goods
Transport Trade Mark
Board tax imposed by the
TMA ranging from Rs
20,000 to Rs 50,000,
withdrawal of FBR’s SRO
1619 etc.

PPC delegation calls
on President SCCI

PESHAWAR  (APP):
President Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI), Fazal Mogeem has
praised the media for
highlighting genuine issues
of the business community
and downtrodden
segments of the society. He
was talking to a delegation
ofthe Peshawar Press Club
(PPC) that called on him at
Chamber House. The
delegation that was led by
PPC President Arshad

ISLAMAAD: Vendor arranging and

Aziz Malik included PPC
General Secretary Irfan
Musazai, Vice President
Tayyab Usman, Finance
Secretary Rizwan Sheikh,
senior member Farman Lala
and senior photojournalist
Muhammad Shahzad. The
SCCI eulogized the

sacrifices and services of
journalists and said that
they have played a crucial
role in the improvement
and transformation of
society.

displaying traditional sweets item at roadside

in the Federal Capital.

Wheat to be cultivated
on five lakh acres in
Khanewal

KHANEWAL (APP): In
line with the directions of
the Punjab government, the
district administration has
initiated pre-measures to
achieve the  wheat
cultivation target for the
upcoming season.

The  Agriculture
Extension Department has
been  tasked  with
cultivating wheat on
504,000 acres across the
district.

A district-level wheat
committee meeting was
chaired by Deputy
Commissioner
Muhammad Ali Bukhari to
review the strategy. The

meeting was attended by
ADCG Ghulam Mustafa,
officials  from  the
Agriculture Extension and
Irrigation departments,
fertilizer dealers, and
representatives of the
farming community.
Discussions focused on the
steps necessary to meet
the cultivation target, as
well as the availability of
quality wheat seeds and
fertilizers.

During the meeting,
Deputy Commissioner
Bukhari directed the
Agriculture department to
achieve the set cultivation
target.
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Israel drops leaflets over
Gaza showing Sinwar’s
body and message to Hamas

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Israeli planes
dropped leaflets over
southern Gaza on Saturday
showing a picture of the
dead Hamas chief Yahya
Sinwar with the message
that “Hamas will no longer
rule Gaza”, echoing lan-
guage used by Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. The move came
as Israeli military strikes
killed at least 32 people
across the Gaza Strip and
tightened a siege around
hospitals in Jabalia in the
north of the enclave, Pales-
tinian health officials said.

“Whoever drops the
weapon and hands over the
hostages will be allowed to
leave and live in peace,” the
leaflet, written in Arabic,
read, according to residents
of the southern city of
Khan Younis and images
circulating online.

The leaflet’s wording
was from a statement by
Netanyahu on Thursday
after Sinwar was killed by
Israeli soldiers operating in
Rafah, in the south near the
Egyptian border, on
Wednesday. The Oct. 7 at-

tack Sinwar planned on Is-
raeli communities a year ago
killed around 1,200 people,
with another 253 dragged
back to Gaza as hostages,
according to Israeli tallies.

Israel’s subsequent
war has devastated Gaza,
killing more than 42,500
Palestinians, with another
10,000 uncounted dead
thought to lie under the
rubble, Gaza health authori-
ties say. In the central Gaza
Strip camp of Al-Maghzai,
an Israeli strike on a house
killed 11 people, while an-
other strike at the nearby
camp of Nuseirat killed
four others.

Certainly, after the
killing of Yahya Sinwar, a
new perspective is open
and we have to use it in or-
der to reach a ceasefire, to
release the remaining hos-
tages and to look for a po-
litical perspective.

Five other people were
killed in two separate
strikes in the south Gaza
cities of Khan Younis and
Rafah, medics said, while
seven Palestinians were
killed in the Shati camp in
the northern Gaza Strip.

Palestinians inspect the

Late on Friday, med-
ics said 33 people, mostly
women and children, were
killed and 85 others were
wounded in Israeli strikes
that destroyed at least three
houses in Jabalia. The Is-
raeli military said it was
unaware of that incident. It
said forces were continuing
operations against Hamas
across the enclave, killing
several gunmen in Rafah
and Jabalia and dismantling
military infrastructure. Pal-
estinian medics said five
people were killed in Jabalia
on Saturday.

Residents and medics
said Israeli forces had tight-
ened their siege on Jabalia,
the largest of the enclave’s
eight historic camps, which
it encircled by also sending
tanks to nearby towns of
Beit Hanoun and Beit
Lahiya and issuing evacua-
tion orders to residents.

Israeli officials said
evacuation orders were
aimed at separating Hamas
fighters from civilians and
denied that there was any
systematic plan to clear ci-
vilians out of Jabalia or
other northern areas.

site of an Israeli strike on a house, amid the ongoing

Israel-Hamas conflict, in Al Maghazi refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip.

Ukraine’s former armed forces
chief endorses ‘victory plan’ in
first speech since his dismissal

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Ukraine’s
former commander-in-
chief, Valerii Zaluzhnyi, on
Thursday expressed his
support for President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s
“victory plan,” despite the
tensions between the two
that led to his dismissal.

“Ukraine must
clearly follow the plan,”
Zaluzhnyi said in his first
public appearance since his
appointment as ambassa-
dor to the U.K.

He told an audience at
London’s Chatham House
think-tank: “But this list
of steps primarily con-
cerns those countries that
should ultimately be inter-
ested in stopping the war.”

The plan lays out
Ukraine’s view on how to
strengthen its positions be-
fore any potential negotia-
tions with Russia to end
the conflict.

After briefing U.S.
and other Western offi-
cials, Zelenskyy pre-
sented the key points
publicly during a speech
to the Ukrainian parlia-
ment on Wednesday.

The plan includes a
formal invitation for
Ukraine to join NATO and
permission to use Western-
supplied longer-range mis-
siles to strike military tar-
gets deep inside Russian
territory — steps that have
been met with reluctance
by Kyiv’s allies so far.

Romanian leftist prime
minister leads presidential
race, poll shows

Monitoring Desk
BUCHAREST: Romanian
leftist Prime Minister
Marcel Ciolacu leads in
opinion surveys ahead of a
presidential election which
could see him face an op-
position far-right party
leader in the second round.

Romania, a member of
the European Union and
NATO, holds a two-round
presidential contest on Nov
24 and Dec 8, with a parlia-
mentary election also
scheduled in between, on
Dec 1. As the Romanian
president’s powers include
oversight of foreign policy,
the winner will play a criti-
calrole in determining how
committed the country re-
mains to supporting
neighbouring Ukrainein its
war against invading Rus-
sian forces. Fourteen can-
didates are running for the
presidency to replace out-
going Klaus Iohannis, a cen-

trist who completes his
second and final term in
December.

Conducted by poll-
ster Curs, the survey
showed 56-year-old
Ciolacu gaining 26% ofthe
vote in the first round.
George Simion, leader of the
opposition hard-right
grouping Alliance for Unit-
ing Romanians (AUR)
placed second with 17%.

Simion’s lead over
three other candidates is
within the survey’s margin
of error of 3.1%. Former
NATO deputy secretary
general Mircea Geoana —
running as an independent
— would get 15% of the
vote, as would the leader of
the ruling coalition Liberals,
Nicolae Ciuca. Elena
Lasconi, a two-term mayor
and leader of the centre-right
opposition Save Romania
Union (USR) would get
14% of the vote.
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nominee U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris in Waterford township, in Oak-

land County, Michigan, U.S.

Moldova says
its citizens were
trained in Russia

to stage riots

Monitoring Desk
CHISINAU: Moldovan
police said on Thursday
they had uncovered a
programme in which hun-
dreds of its citizens were
brought to Russia to undergo
training to stage riots and
civil unrest, the latest in a
slew of meddling allegations
ahead of Sunday’s election.

The police said earlier
this month that Russia-
backed crime groups had
bribed a swathe of voters
and plotted to disrupt this
weekend’s presidential
election and referendum on
the country’s European
Union membership aspira-
tions, going as far as a plan
to seize state buildings.

Thai election
commission
begins probe
into ruling Phue
Thai party

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand’s
Election Commission will
launch an investigation
into the ruling Pheu Thai
party that could lead to its
dissolution, multiple local
media outlets reported on
Friday.

The Election Com-
mission has set up a com-
mittee to look into com-
plaints against the party
that alleged it allowed
former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra to in-
fluence or direct party ac-
tivities, media reported, cit-
ing unidentified sources.

The probe into Pheu
Thai comes months after
Move Forward - the
country’s former main op-
position party that won
last year’s election - was
dissolved by court order in
August, following an inves-
tigation by the Election
Commission.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz

with British

Prime Minister Keir Starmer,

US President Joe Biden and French President Emmanuel Macron before

their meeting in Berlin.

Iran’s supreme leader says
Hamas leader’s death will

not halt ‘Axis

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei said on Saturday
the death of Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar will not halt
the “Axis of Resistance” and
that Hamas would live on.

“His loss is undoubt-
edly painful for the Axis of
Resistance, but this front
did not cease advancing
with the martyrdom of
prominent figures,”
Khamenei said in a state-
ment. “Hamas is alive and
will remain alive.”

Sinwar, the architect

of Resistance’

of Hamas’ Oct 7, 2023, at-
tack on Israel that triggered
the war in Gaza, was killed
on Wednesday in a gunfight
with Israeli forces after a
year-long manhunt, and his
death was announced on
Thursday.

“He was a shining face
of resistance and struggle.
With a steely resolve, he
stood against the oppres-
sive and aggressive enemy.
With wisdom and courage,
he dealt them the irreparable
blow of October 7 that has
been recorded in the history
of'this region.

Britain, China strike
conciliatory note during
top diplomat’s visit

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China and Brit-
ain took steps towards
further reconciliation on
Friday, with Beijing her-
alding the new Labour
government’s plan to de-
velop “pragmatic” bilat-
eral ties as a “new starting
point”.

British Foreign Sec-
retary David Lammy is
only the second top UK
diplomat to visit China in
six years, and his trip
seeks to demonstrate that
Britain is taking a strate-
gic approach to building
ties with Beijing, despite
areas of sharp disagree-
ment.
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“China-Britain rela-
tions ... now stand at a
new starting point,” Chi-
nese foreign minister Wang
Yi said during a meeting
with his counterpart at
Diaoyutai State
Guesthouse in Beijing.
“Competition among ma-
jor powers should not be
the backdrop of this era.”

Lammy mentioned
scope for “mutually ben-
eficial cooperation” in ar-
eas such as climate, en-
ergy, science, trade and
tech, while cautioning that
Britain would “always
put its national interests
and national security
first”.

Italy warns G7
defence ministers
of “incompatible”

world visions

Monitoring Desk
NAPLES: Defence minis-
ters of the Group of Seven
(G7) wealthy democracies
kicked off their meeting on
Saturday with host coun-
try Italy warning the global
security framework is
growing increasingly pre-
carious due to competing
visions of the world.

The G7 gathering
marks the group’s first min-
isterial meeting dedicated to
defence and comes a few
days after Israeli forces
killed Hamas leader Yahya
Sinwar, whose death some
Western leaders said raised
the chances of an end to the
conflict in Gaza.

UN envoy proposes
Western Sahara

partition plan
Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: The UN en-
voy for Western Sahara,
Staffan de Mistura, has
floated the idea of dividing
the territory between Mo-
rocco and the Polisario
front as a solution to the
near five-decades-old dis-
pute, according to remarks
seen by Reuters.

The long-frozen con-
flict, dating back to 1975,
pits Morocco, which con-
siders Western Sahara its
own territory, against the
Algeria-backed Polisario
Front independence move-
ment, which seeks a sepa-
rate state there.
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Migrants, who were intercepted at sea and later detained at a reception facil-
ity in Albania, board an Italian coast guard vessel to leave for Italy after a

courtin Rome overturned their detention orders, in Shengjin, Albania.

Hunger experts say
the risk of famine in
Gaza remains high

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: The Gaza
Strip is still at risk of fam-
ine more than a year into
the Israel-Hamas war, even
as the number of people
facing the most extreme
level ofhunger has declined
in recent months, the inter-
national authority on hun-
ger crises said Thursday.

The findings come af-
ter the United States
warned Israel that it might
cut off military aid if its
ally does not do more to
address the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza. Hundreds of
thousands of people there

are displaced from their
homes and packed into
squalid tent camps and
schools-turned-shelters.

In recent weeks Israel
has once again ordered the
evacuation of the northern
third of Gaza, and it
launched another major
military operation there. It
allowed no food to enter the
north for roughly the first
two weeks of October be-
fore resuming shipments
Monday. According to the
military’s own figures, a
little over 5,800 tons of food
have entered all of Gaza so
far this month.

Big Tech’s energy needs mean
nuclear power is getting a fresh
look from electricity providers

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Nuclear
power is garnering renewed
attention amid growing de-
mand for power and cleaner
energy. The power source
has seen a resurgence as na-
tions focus on reducing emis-
sions in an effort to combat
climate change. At the same
time, the technology sector’s
energy needs are growing in
the form of data centers and
powerful advances in artifi-
cial intelligence.

Those factors have
prompted companies and
governments to look more
closely at a power source
whose potential hazards
made it unpopular only a
few decades ago. The U.S.
is the fastest growing mar-

ket for data centers, ac-
cording to McKinsey,
which forecasts demand to
more than triple by 2030
to 80 gigawatts. Constel-
lation Energy plans on re-
opening Three Mile Island
in Pennsylvania under a
deal with Microsoft.
Oracle plans to use new
technology in the form of
small modular nuclear re-
actors to power its data
centers, while Google is
purchasing nuclear energy
from small modular reac-
tors in development by
Kairos Power. Amazon
bought a data center pow-
ered by nuclear energy in
Pennsylvania earlier this
year and is also investing
in small nuclear reactors.

China launches
survey to
understand
‘fear of having

children’

Monitoring Desk
HONG KONG: China’s
National Health Commis-
sion (NHC) is surveying
30,000 people to under-
stand factors influencing
their attitudes towards
childbearing and the “fear
surrounding having chil-
dren”, as authorities struggle
to boost a flagging birthrate.
The survey will include
people from 150 counties in
China and 1,500 different
communities, the state-
backed Global Times said
late on Thursday, citing the
China Population and De-
velopment Research Center,
which falls under the NHC.

Philippine
political rift
widens as VP
Duterte accuses
Marcos of

incompetence

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: Philippine vice-
president Sara Duterte ac-
cused President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr of incompetence
and a lack of leadership in a
scathing attack on Friday
that showed the deepening
rift between the two pow-
erful families ahead of mid-
term elections. Duterte, the
daughter of Marcos’ prede-
cessor, resigned from cabi-
net in June, signalling the
collapse of a formidable
political alliance that
helped her and Marcos.

Putin says Brics, not
West, will drive global
economic growth

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: The Brics
group will generate most of
the global economic growth
in the coming years thanks
to its size and relatively fast
growth compared with that
of developed Western na-
tions, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said on Fri-
day.

Putin hopes to build
up Brics — which has ex-
panded to include Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran and the
United Arab Emirates as
well as Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China and South Africa
— as a powerful counter-
weight to the West in glo-
bal politics and trade.

The Kremlin leader is
due to host a Brics summit
in the Russian city of

Kazan on Oct 22-24.

“The countries in our
association are essentially
the drivers of global eco-
nomic growth. In the fore-
seeable future, Brics will
generate the main increase
in global GDP,” Putin told
officials and businessmen
at a business forum in Mos-
COW.

“The economic
growth of Brics members
will increasingly depend less
on external influence or in-
terference. This is essen-
tially economic sover-
eignty,” Putin added.

Next week’s summit is
being presented by Mos-
cow as evidence that West-
ern efforts to isolate Rus-
sia over its actions in
Ukraine have failed.

No consensus on
long-range weapons
for Ukraine: Biden

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: US President Joe
Biden said on Friday that
there was no consensus for
giving Ukraine long-range
weapons that President
Volodymyr Zel-ensky has
been requesting Western
nations for months to con-
duct deeper strikes into
Russia.

“Right now, there’s no
consensus for long-range
weapons,” Biden told re-
porters in Berlin . At the
same time, he urged the
West to sustain its support
for Ukraine as Kyiv faces a
bleak winter and a looming
US presidential election
raises worries about the
strength of Washington’s
own resolve. Biden was
speaking to reporters be-
fore holding closed-door
talks with German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz during a
one-day trip to Berlin to
discuss matters ranging
from Ukraine to the expand-
ing conflict in the Middle
East. “As Ukraine faces a
tough winter, we must, we
must sustain our resolve,”
Biden said in a statement.

“And I know the cost is
heavy, but make no mistake,
it bears in comparison to
the cost of living in a world
where aggression prevails,
where large states attack
and bully smaller ones sim-
ply because they can.”

He said he would dis-
cuss with Scholz efforts to
increase military support
for Ukraine and shore up
its civilian energy infra-
structure “by unlocking the
value of frozen Russian as-
sets”. They would also dis-
cuss the Gaza conflict.

Biden’s trip comes just
18 days before the US presi-
dential vote, in which Donald
Trump is seeking re-election
in a close race against Vice
President Kamala Harris.
Trump has signalled he
would be more reluctant than
Biden to continue to support
Ukraine. Earlier on Friday,
Ger-many’s President Frank-
Wal-ter Steinmeier refer-red
to previously strained
Euro-pean-US ties under
Trump’s 2017-2021 presi-
dency during a ceremony to
award Biden Germany’s
highest order of merit.

North Korea says it recovered
crashed South Korean
military drone, KCNA says

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korea said
on Saturday it had discov-
ered the remains of a
crashed South Korean mili-
tary drone, suggesting it
was on a propaganda mis-
sion in the latest confron-
tation between the two in-
volving cross-border flying
objects.

“In light of the
drone’s shape, the pre-
sumptive period of flight,
the leaflet-scattering box
fixed to the underpart of the
drone’s fuselage, etc, it is
quite likely that the drone
is the one which scattered
leaflets over the center of
Pyongyang Municipality.
But the conclusion has not
yet been drawn,” said state
news agency KCNA.

South Korea’s govern-
ment has declined to say if
such drones were flown,
and if they were, whether
they were flown by its mili-

tary or civilians. It said to
comment on the North’s
claimwould be to get drawn
into a ploy.

“If a violation of the
DPRK’s territorial ground,
air and waters by ROK’s
military means is discovered
and confirmed again, it will
be regarded as a grave mili-
tary provocation against the
sovereignty of the DPRK
and a declaration of war and
an immediate retaliatory
attack will be launched,”
KCNA said.

DPRK is short for the
Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea, North
Korea’s official name, and
ROK stands for Republic
of Korea, the South’s for-
mal name.

“North Korea’s one-
sided claims are not worth
verifying, nor do they merit
aresponse,” South Korea’s
defence ministry said in a
statement.

Early trading on Wall
Street is mixed as markets
hover near recent highs

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Trading on
Wall Street was slightly
mixed early Friday as mar-
kets try close out another
week of gains with compa-
nies continuing to post their
most recent profits.

Futures for the S&P
500 were up 0.2% before
the bell, while futures for
the Dow Jones Industrial
Average retreated a modest
0.1%.

CVS Health slid about
11% in premarket trading
after the retail pharmacy
chain and health care com-
pany announced that CEO
Karen Lynch has stepped
down. Lynch will be re-
placed by David Joyner,
who will attempt to steer
the health care giant through
a worsening environment of
rising medical costs.

CVS cut its financial
expectations for the third
time in August with all ma-
jor pharmacy chains at-
tempting to navigate a dras-
tically changed landscape,
facing competition online
and elsewhere.

Tesla shares fell less
than 1% after the U.S.
government’s road safety
agency said it is again in-
vestigating the electric car
maker’s “Full Self-Driving”
system, this time after get-
ting reports of crashes in
low-visibility conditions,
including one that killed a

pedestrian.

Netflix shares climbed
6.5% in extended trading
after the video streaming
company reported better
third-quarter sales and
profit than Wall Street was
expecting late Thursday,
even as subscriber growth
slowed  dramatically.
Netflix forecast revenue
growth of 15% in the cur-
rent quarter, matching the
booming sales growth in the
July-September period.

More strong economic
data from the U.S. this
week has boosted hopes
that the economy could
make a perfect escape from
the worst inflation in gen-
erations, one that ends
without a recession that
many investors had seen as
nearly inevitable. And with
the Federal Reserve now
cutting interest rates to
keep the economy hum-
ming, the expectation
among optimists is that
stocks canrise even further.

But critics are warn-
ing that stock prices look
too expensive given how
much faster they’ve
climbed than corporate
profits.

World markets mostly
gained after China’s central
bank released plans for sup-
porting the stock market
through share repurchases
by companies and major
shareholders.
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President, PM urge media to raise
awareness about breast cancer

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has urged media to educate
people about breast cancer
to save thousands of pre-
cious lives.

In his message on In-
ternational Day against
Breast Cancer, being ob-
served today, he stressed
on the need to raise aware-
ness about this disease by
addressing misconceptions
and prioritizing healthy
lifestyle adjustments.

The President said
one in every nine women is

at risk of breast cancer in
Pakistan and the late diag-
nosis of the disease consid-
erably contributes to the
high mortality rate.

He said Pakistan
needs broader level efforts
to educate women about
breast cancer, regular self-
examination and mammo-
graphic screening.

Asif Ali Zardari urged
country’s policymakers
and health officials to plan
and prioritize disease con-
trol activities, including im-
proved treatment and indi-

vidual patient care.

He emphasized the
need to ensure that our
women have access to
screening and early detec-
tion services which are criti-
cal in diagnosis of breast
cancer early and saving
lives. Meanwhile Prime
Minister ~ Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday
emphasized the importance
of raising awareness and
promoting early detection
of breast cancer, particu-
larly among women.

Highlighting the global

prevalence of breast cancer
as the most common form
of cancer affecting women,
he noted that a significant
number of deaths occured
in low and middle-income
countries, including Paki-
stan.

In a message on the
occasion of International
Day against Breast Cancer,
the prime minister ac-
knowledged the challenges
the country faced in pro-
viding adequate screening
and treatment facilities for
breast cancer.

NETHERLANDS: Chief of te Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf calls on Dy Chief of Defence.

ISLAMABAD NDMA held coordlnatlon meetmg for humanitarian
assistance for Gaza and Lebanon

Constitutional amendment
needs threadbare
consultations: Hafiz Naeem

LAHORE (INP): Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Emir Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman said on
Saturday that the govern-
ment should hold thread-
bare consultations on the
matter of much-touted con-
stitutional amendment.
Holding a press con-
ference in Lahore, the JI
emir said that sale and pur-
chase of votes had become
a common practice in the
parliament. “This practice
resumes whenever a new
amendment is forced to be
passed by those who actu-
ally orchestrate these
moves. The politicians are
made figureheads, the Su-

preme Court must summon
those who are behind this
amendment,” he mentioned.

Taking potshots at
political parties, he said
people didn’t have any
trust in whatever political
parties said, adding that
mere 3 to 4 judges won’t be
able to address issues when
a whole parliament was
unable to redress the griev-
ances of people. He said
people didn’t have access
to justice in Pakistan as the
judiciary lacked trust by
the masses. The JI emir
also condemned the martyr-
dom of Hamas leader Yahya
Sinwar.

DC exhorts polio workers, other
stakeholders to play role for
eradication of poliovirus

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Deputy
Commissioner Quetta,
Lieutenant (Retd) Saad bin
Asad has exhorted the po-
lio workers and other stake-
holders to play whole-
hearted role for eradication
ofpolio virus in the district.

He especially urged
the parents to extend every
possible cooperation for
saving their children from
the lifelong crippling dis-
ease.

He said that polio
workers are our heroes and
we would ensure polio free
society with hard work and
dedication.

He said that Quetta is

risk areas and as such we
have to perform our duties
most carefully.

He asserted that no
negligence would be toler-
ated regarding the refusals
and missing children in the
immunisation campaign.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was addressing the
ceremony organised by Ro-
tary Club marking the World
Polio Day here on Saturday.
He said that all resources are
being mobilized for eradi-
cation of polio

He urged the parents
to ensure administration of
anti polio drops to their
children every time in or-
der to save them from per-
manent dlsablhty

Farooq Leghari’s
14th death
anniversary to be

observed today

Independent Report
D. G. KHAN: The 14th
death anniversary of
Pakistan’s former President
Farooq Leghari will be ob-

served today, October 20
2024. Born on May 29,
1940, in Choti Zareen, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Leghari served
as the country’s eighth
president from November
14, 1993, to December 2,
1 9 9 7 .
Leghari’s family has ar-
ranged a ceremony to mark
the occasion, as per media
reports '. During his presi-
dency, Leghari played a
crucial role in the country’s
politics, including dismiss-
ing Benazir Bhutto’s gov-
ernment in 1996.
Before becoming president,
Leghari held various posi-
tions, including Minister
for Water and Power and
Foreign Minister. He was
also a member of the Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP)
and later joined the Paki-
stan Muslim League (Q).
Leghari passed away on
October 20, 2010, at the age
of 70, due to cardiac arrest
!. His legacy continues to
be remembered and honored
on his death anniversary.

included in the polio high

QUETA: Deputy Comissioner Quetta Lt. (Retd) Saad bin Asad addressing

a ceremony in connection with World Polio Day

UK mayor celebrates
Pakistani and Kashmiri
contributions abroad

MIRPUR-AJK (APP): The
Mayor of Keighley in the
UK, Chaudhry Gulfraz
Hussain emphasized the
vital role of the Pakistani
and Kashmiri diaspora in
enhancing the reputation of
their homeland abroad.

During a visit to the
Kashmir Press Club in
Mirpur on Saturday, he re-
ferred to the community as
unofficial ambassadors,
highlighting their significant
contributions including bil-
lions of rupees in foreign
remittances to Pakistan.

Gulfraz was there to
congratulate newly elected
Press Club President Syed
Abid Hussain Shah and
other office bearers who
were elected unopposed.

He called on the Paki-
stani government to estab-
lish dedicated desks for
overseas Pakistanis and
Kashmiris in major cities to
address their issues more
efficiently.

He stressed the im-
portance of addressing the
challenges faced by immi-
grants in the UK and urged
for priority solutions
through the proposed com-
munity desks.

Gulfraz praised the
media’s role in national de-
velopment, noting that jour-
nalists help identify and
voice the concerns of the
public. Accompanied by
fellow council members, he
expressed pride in the ac-
tive participation of the
Pakistani and Kashmiri
diaspora in UK politics, cit-
ing the election of several
individuals from these
communities to mayoral
and parliamentary posi-
tions. Reflecting on his own
journey, Gulfraz, a former
Deputy Mayor and jour-
nalist expressed gratitude
for his rapid success in poli-
tics, viewing his mayoral
position as a significant
honor.

Bodies of
4 women
found in flat

in Karachi

KARACHI (Online):
Bodies of 4 women
have been found in a
residential building
located in market of
Liyari Karachi and
head of the family and
both of the sons have
been arrested.

Beheaded bodies
of 4 women including
a 13 years old girl
have been found in a
flat at 7th storey of
residential building.
When head of the
family reached home
till late night he found
bodies of wife, daugh-
ter, grand daughter
and daughter in law in
different rooms of the
house.

Police had col-
lected evidence from
home after shifting
the bodies to civil hos-
pital. The killer es-
caped from the scene
with murder weapon.

Naqvi praises security forces
for operations against
“Fitna al Khawarij”

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has commended
Pakistan’s security forces
for their successful
counter-terrorism opera-
tions against the notorious
group “Fitna al Khawarij”
in the regions of Pishin and
Zhob. These operations re-
sulted in the elimination of
two high-profile terrorists
and the capture of five oth-
ers, a critical step towards
restoring peace in these ar-
eas. In a statement, Minis-
ter Naqvi praised the pro-
fessionalism and bravery of
the security forces, credit-
ing them with once again
thwarting the nefarious
plans of “Fitna al
Khawarij.”

He emphasized the
significance of these opera-
tions in dismantling the net-
work of terrorists, who

have long posed a threat to
national security.

“Once again, the brave
security forces have
thwarted the nefarious
plans of the terrorists of
‘Fitna al Khawarij’ through
successful operations,”
Nagqvi said, recognizing the
dedication and skill demon-
strated by the forces dur-
ing the challenging mission.

He added that these
victories are a testament to
the unwavering commit-
ment of the security per-
sonnel in safeguarding the
nation from those who seek
to destabilize it. The Minis-
ter specifically lauded the
courage of the soldiers in-
volved in the operations,
stating, “We salute the brave
soldiers of the security forces
who conducted successful
operations against the terror-
ists of ‘Fitna al Khawarij.”

LHC'restrains EC from giving
final decision in PTTintra party
election, electoral symbol case

LAHORE (Online): A
larger bench of Lahore High
Court (LHC) has stopped
Election Commission (EC)
from giving final decision in
PTI intra party election and
electoral symbol case.

The LHC issued writ-
ten order on PTI petition
against non allotment of
electoral symbol of bat and
PTI intra party election.

A five members larger
bench of LHC presided
over by Justice Shams
Mehmood Mirza issued
written order.

It has been said in the

Khan Buledi

written order that election
commission requested for
adjournment of the case.

It was further said in
the court’s order that As-
sistant Attorney General
(AAG) should file written
statement on next hearing.
EC should not give final
decision on April 30. 2024
notice regarding PTI intra
party election.

The court adjourned
further hearing of petition
on PTI intra party election
and non allotment of elec-
toral symbol bat till De-
cember 13.

Pakistan reaffirms commitment
to timely delivery of relief
goods for Gaza, Lebanon

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level coordination
meeting was held today at
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(NDMA) to review and
plan Pakistan’s ongoing
humanitarian relief efforts
for the war-affected popu-
lations of Gaza and Leba-
non here on Saturday.

The meeting was co-
chaired by Federal Minis-
ter for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives,
Ahsan Igbal, and Chairman
NDMA, Lt Gen Inam
Haider Malik, a news re-
lease said. Senior officials
from the Prime Minister’s
Office, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and NDMA were
also present at the meeting
in Islamabad, while the
Ambassadors of Lebanon,
Jordan, and Iraq partici-
pated via Zoom.

Discussions during

the meeting focused on the
immediate needs of the
people of Gaza and Leba-
non and the logistical chal-
lenges related to dispatch-
ing relief consignments. The
Ambassador of Lebanon
expressed deep apprecia-
tion for the timely assis-
tance provided by the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan and
highlighted that Pakistan is
among the first three coun-
tries to send relief to the
people of Lebanon during
this critical time.

To date, Pakistan has
dispatched a total of 12 con-
signments comprising 1251
tons of relief items to Gaza
and Lebanon. Of these, 10
consignments were directed
to Gaza, while two were
sent to Lebanon. The relief
packages included essential
items such as tents, tarpau-
lins, food packs, winterized
bedding, medicines, hygiene

kits, and other supplies
necessary for those af-
fected by the ongoing con-
flict.

During the meeting,
Federal Minister Ahsan
Igbal emphasized that the
Prime Minister of Pakistan
had personally directed the
provision of relief to both
Lebanon and Gaza. In line
with this directive, the
“Prime Minister’s Relief
Fund for Gaza and Leba-
non” has been established
to facilitate contributions
from the people of Pakistan
for their brothers and sis-
ters in need.

The Minister also re-
ceived a briefing from
Pakistan’s Ambassadors to
Lebanon, Palestine, and
Syria on the active humani-
tarian organisations in each
country and their aid dis-
tribution channels for war-
affected areas.

Delegations
of Tribal elders
& people from

Dera Bugti

meet CM

Independent Report
QUETTA: The tribal elders
and delegations of people
from Dera Bugti met the
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti here on
Saturday.

During the meeting,
the members of delegations
and tribal elders apprised
the Chief Minister about
the issues of their areas.

The Chief Minister
issued orders to resolve the

QUETTA Adelegatlon of health speclallsts and co
Division meeting with Provincial Advisor for Women Development Dr. Rubaba

public issues nnmedlately

sultants of Naseerabad

Dr Rubaba calls for addressing
health issues of women, children
in Naseerabad Division urgently

Independent Report
QUETTA: Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi, Advisor to the
Chief Minister for Women
Development, has empha-
sized the urgent need to
address the health issues of
women and children in the
Naseerabad Division, par-
ticularly malnutrition and
the high mortality rates of
mothers and children. She
stressed the importance of
adopting a comprehensive
strategy to tackle these criti-
cal challenges.

She expressed these
views during a meeting with

a delegation of health ex-
perts and consultants from
the Naseerabad Division.
The delegation discussed
various health issues affect-
ing women, especially mal-
nutrition in women and
children, and exchanged
suggestions for potential
solutions.

Dr. Rubaba Buledi
pointed out that reducing
maternal mortality rates in
the Naseerabad Division
requires not only improve-
ments in healthcare infra-
structure but also the pro-
vision of social and eco-

nomic opportunities for
women to ensure their over-
all well-being.

She further noted that
empowering women
through skills training and
social development would
contribute positively to
their health.

She also expressed
deep concern over the high
child mortality rates and
emphasized the need to
implement expert recom-
mendations to achieve sig-
nificant improvements and
progress in the health sec-
tor.

CM condoles deaths of Mir
Humayun Marri & Sultan
Nasar; offers fateha

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti vis-
ited the residences of former
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mir Humayun Marri and
former Additional Chief
Secretary Sardar Sultan
Khan Nasar and expressed
condolence with their be-
reaved families over their
deaths here on Saturday.

At first, the Chief
Minister visited Marri
House in Sariab where he
condoled the death of Mir
Humayun Marri with his
sons and other members of
the bereaved family, and
offered fateha for the de-
parted soul.

He also paid tributes
to the late Mir Humayun
Marri and expressed sor-
row over his death.

Later, the Chief Min-
ister visited Nasar House
where he condoled death of
former Additional Chief
Secretary Sardar Sultan
Nasar with his bereaved
family. He expressed con-
dolence and grief over his
death and prayed for the
departed soul. Also accom-
panied with the Chief Min-
ister were Provincial Min-
isters Ali Madad Jatak,
Bakht Muhammad Kakar
and Mir Asim Kurd, mem-
ber ofthe Provincial Assem-

bly, Asghar Khan Tareen.

QUETTA Chlef Mlnlster Balochlstan er Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti offerlng Fateha for the departed soul of former Caretaker
Chief Minister Mir Humayun Marri. Provincial Ministers are also present

CTD arrests
seven terrorists
during 129

operations

LAHORE (APP): The
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Punjab arrested
seven terrorists in opera-
tions in various cities of
Punjab. According to a CTD
spokesperson, 129 intelli-
gence-based operations
(IBO) were conducted in
various cities of the prov-
ince and terrorists were ar-
rested. These operations
were carried out in Lahore,
Bhakkar, Attock, Vehari,
Bahawalpur and Jhang, he
added. Two most wanted
terrorists of Fitna-Al
Khawarij, along with weap-
ons and explosive material,
were arrested from Lahore
and Bhakkar. The recovered
items included explosive
material, nine detonators, 9-
feet protective fuse wire,
bullets, weapons, two IED
bombs, mobile phones,
banned pamphlets and cash
were recovered from the

terrorists.
Arrested terrorists
were identified as

Hayatullah, Sheen Khan,
Muhammad Saddique,
Zahoor Ahmed, Akram
Khan and Mubashar Khan.

QUETTA: CEO and MD PPL Imran Abbasi
presenting souvenir to Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti

RDMC launches training
program for Balochistan
graduates with SIFC

QUETTA (INP): In col-
laboration with the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), the Reko
Diq Mining Company has
launched the second phase
of'its “International Gradu-
ate Development Program”
for 2024.

As part of this initia-
tive, 18 graduates from
Balochistan have been se-
lected for a two-year on-
the-job training program
aimed at developing their
skills for successful careers
in the mining industry.

The selection process,
based on a merit-driven ap-
proach, saw more than
3,000 applicants compet-
ing for the 18 available
spots. Notably, the group
includes four women, un-
derscoring the company’s
commitment to gender in-
clusion in its workforce.

The selected gradu-
ates hail from various dis-
tricts of Balochistan, where
the company operates its
mining projects.

The program, facili-
tated by Barrick Gold,
Reko Diq’s parent com-
pany, will provide training
in Argentina and Zambia.
The initiative aims to em-
power Balochistan’s youth
by equipping them with
essential skills in the min-
ing sector.

Speaking at the
program’s inauguration in
Karachi, Barrick Gold CEO
Mark Bristow encouraged
the students to seize this
opportunity: “Learn with
dedication and make a
meaningful contribution
not only to the Reko Diq
project but to the bright
future of your province and
country.”

KARACHI: Supporters of the Jamat e Islami gather
for an absentee funeral prayer for Hamas leader
Yahya Sinwar killed in Gaza

India subjecting detained
Hurriyat leaders, activists
to political vendetta: APHC

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) has con-
demned the Indian authori-
ties for not releasing
Kashmiri Hurriyat leaders,
activists, and youth unlaw-
fully detained under false
charges, despite court or-
ders, calling the situation
deeply troubling.
According to Kashmir
Media Service, in a state-
ment in Srinagar, APHC
spokesperson Advocate
Abdul Rashid Minhas as-
serted that the detained lead-
ers are being subjected to
worst political vendetta for
spearheading the
Kashmiris’ right to self-de-
termination movement. He
pointed out that thousands
of Kashmiris — including
Hurriyat leaders, activists,
youth, human rights and
civil society workers, law-
yers, and journalists — re-

main imprisoned in jails and
detention centers. He ex-
pressed serious concern
over the conditions faced by
these detainees and called
on international human
rights organizations to ap-
ply pressure on India for
their release. Responding to
remarks made by Indian
Ministry of External Af-
fairs spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal during a press brief-
ing in New Delhi, Minhas
emphasized, “Kashmir be-
longs to Kashmiris and will
always remain theirs; this
is our narrative and our
stance. No contrary claims
can alter this reality.” He
criticized Indian authorities
for attempting to mislead
both the Indian public and
the international commu-
nity through illogical and
unrealistic assertions re-
garding Jammu and Kash-
mir.
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