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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and PML-N Quaid Muhammad Nawz Sharif
attending the session of the National Assembly convened to pass the 26th Constitutional Amendment.

Special parliamentary committee
formed for CJP appointment

Four senators and eight MNAs have been nominated by
political parties represented in parliament

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: A 12-mem-
ber special parliamentary
committee has been formed
to oversee the appointment
of Pakistan’s next chief jus-
tice, marking a significant
shift in the country's judi-
cial selection process.

The committee, estab-
lished following the 26th
Constitutional Amend-
ment, includes representa-
tion from the National As-
sembly and Senate, with
nominees from major politi-
cal parties submitted to the
National Assembly
speaker’s office.

According to the
speaker’s office, four mem-

bers have been nominated
from the Senate. The Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
has named Kamran
Murtaza, while the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) has
nominated seasoned lawyer
Farooq H. Naek. The Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) selected Azam
Nazeer Tarar, and Barrister
Ali Zafar has been nomi-
nated by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

From the National As-
sembly, PML-N has put
forward senior members
Khawaja Asif, Ahsan Iqbal,
and Shaista Pervaiz. PPP
has nominated former prime
minister Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
and Naveed Qamar. PTI’s

nominees include Barrister
Gohar and Sahibzada Hamid
Raza, while the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement (MQM)
has chosen Khawaja Izharul
Hassan for the special com-
mittee.

The Assembly Secre-
tariat will issue a notifica-
tion for the formation of the
parliamentary committee
shortly, following the
speaker's approval.

The formation of this
committee is part of sweep-
ing changes introduced un-
der the 26th Constitutional
Amendment, which reforms
the process of appointing
the Chief Justice of Paki-
stan. Previously, the Chief
Justice was selected based

on seniority, but under the
new amendment, a three-
member panel of senior
judges will be reviewed by
the parliamentary commit-
tee. The committee, requir-
ing a two-thirds majority
for approval, will then se-
lect the new Chief Justice.

This special committee
is tasked with ensuring
wider representation in ju-
dicial appointments, with
the aim of enhancing trans-
parency. The amendment
also impacts the process for
appointing Supreme Court
judges, involving parliamen-
tary members in decisions
that were previously
handled exclusively within
the judiciary.

‘Parliament reigns
supreme,’ says PM
“This is more than an amendment,”
says premier, calling legislation “reaf-
firmation of solidarity and agreement”
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif declared Sunday a
historic day for Pakistan,
following the passage of the
26th Constitutional
Amendment in the Na-
tional Assembly.

“Today, it’s been de-
cided that parliament reigns
supreme,” he said, as 225
members, including coali-
tion partners and indepen-
dent lawmakers, voted in
favour of the bill.

Under the judicial re-
forms passed during a late-
night session of parliament,
the chief justice of Pakistan
will now be selected by a
parliamentary committee
and have a fixed term of
three years. A new consti-
tutional bench will also be
formed.

The government

clinched 225 votes of the
required 224 with the cru-
cial support of a handful
of independen t  candi-
dates. PTI had refused to
back the package and did
not participate in the vot-
ing.

Speaking on the floor of
the House, the prime min-
ister emphasised that the
amendment represents not
just a legal change, but a
symbol of unity and con-
sensus.

“This is more than an
amendment; it is a reaffir-
mation of solidarity and
agreement across political
lines,” he noted.

Reflecting on the past,
PM Shehbaz criticised what
he termed “palace conspira-
cies” that led to the dis-
missal of governments and
prime ministers.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah says
Question of jurisdiction to

arise every day in SC
following legislation on
constitutional benches

ISLAMABAD (INP): On
the heels of the 26th
Amendment’s passage,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
on Monday remarked that
the question of jurisdiction
would “arise every day” in
the Supreme Court (SC)
following legislation on
constitutional benches.

In the wee hours of
Monday, the much-awaited
26th Constitutional
Amendment became law
after approval of both
houses of the Parliament,
which was then given as-
sent by President Asif Ali
Zardari.

The 26th Amendment
brings changes to the Con-
stitution, most of which
pertain to the judiciary.
Some main reforms include
taking away the Supreme
Court’s suo motu powers,
setting the chief justice of
Pakistan’s (CJP) term at
three years, and empower-
ing the prime minister to
appoint the next CJP from

among the three most se-
nior SC judges.

On Monday, while
hearing a case related to the
Competition Commission
of Pakistan, Justice Shah
passed a light-hearted re-
mark, saying: “Will this
case now go to the consti-
tutional bench or can we
hear it?”

“It seems now that this
question will arise every
day in the Supreme Court,
whether the case will be
heard by the normal bench
or constitutional bench,”
Justice Shah said.

Advocate Farogh
Naseem responded by say-
ing that political cases have
now become constitutional
cases. At this, Justice
Ayesha Malik said, “Now
it’s up to you and your con-
stitutional benches.”

Justice Shah then ad-
journed the case for three
weeks, saying that by then
they would have more clar-
ity on the situation.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif signs the advice for presidential
assent on the 26th Constitutional Amendment Bill.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Ini-
tiatives Prof. Ahsan Iqbal addressing during Data Fest 2024 organized by
Ministry of Planning, Development and Special Initiatives at Pak-China Friend-
ship Center.

ISLAMABAD: JI Ameer Hafiz Naeem Ur Rehman
addressing a press conference in the Federal Capital.

President signs constitutional
amendments into law

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
26th Constitutional
Amendment, which became
law earlier on Monday af-
ter the approval of both
houses of the Parliament,
was given assent by Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari on
Monday.

Pakistani politics saw
a second “working week-
end” in as many months,
where the ruling coalition
finally succeeded in pass-
ing the much-touted ‘Con-
stitutional Package’ with a
two-thirds majority in both
the Senate and the National
Assembly.

The 26th Amendment
brings changes to the Con-
stitution, most of which
pertain to the judiciary.
Some main reforms include
taking away the Supreme
Court’s suo motu powers,
setting the chief justice of
Pakistan’s (CJP) term at
three years, and empower-
ing the prime minister to
appoint the next CJP from
among the three most se-

nior SC judges.
On Sunday, the bill,

which had 22 clauses, was
greenlit by the Senate with
a two-thirds majority.
Then, during a session that
began late on Sunday night
and continued past 5am on
Monday, the National As-
sembly also passed it with
a two-thirds majority.

  The NA-approved
version had 27  clauses
after incorporating sug-
gestions made by the Sen-
ate.

Following the conclu-
sion of parliamentary pro-
cedures, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, according
to Radio Pakistan, sent his
advice to President Zardari
for his assent on the newly
enacted law — titled ‘The
Constitution (26th Amend-
ment) Act, 2024’. Follow-
ing the passage of the bill,
PM Shehbaz delivered a
speech in the NA and con-
gratulated the parliament
for the “historical achieve-
ment”.

Enactment of 26th
constitutional amendment

victory of democracy: Tarar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage, and Cul-
ture, Attaullah Tarar, on
Monday hailed the passage
of the 26th constitutional
amendment as a victory for
democracy, one that will be
etched in history.

“The approval of the
26th constitutional amend-
ment marks a significant
milestone in Pakistan’s his-
tory; a new dawn has be-
gun,” the information min-
ister stated. Tarar extended
congratulations to Pakistan
People’s Party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Ameer Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, the members of
the federal cabinet, all coa-
lition parties, and the en-

tire nation on the success-
ful passage of the amend-
ment.

He emphasized that the
amendment would bring
greater stability to
Pakistan’s constitutional
and legal framework. “Ex-
tensive consultations were
held to ensure as much con-
sensus as possible on the
amendment,” Tarar added.

The minister noted that
the vision of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah laid
the foundation for consti-
tutional thought in Paki-
stan. “History will confirm
that this constitutional
amendment is in the best
interest of the people,” he
asserted. The amendment,
according to Tarar, will
eliminate obstacles to the
swift delivery of justice.

Intezar Panjutha recovery case:

Enough is enough, recover
abductee today, present

him in the court: CJ IHC
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) while expressing re-
sentment over police per-
formance in recovery case
of lawyer Intezar Panjutha
has summoned IG Police
Islamabad today (Tues-
day).

The Chief Justice (CJ)
IHC Aamer Farooq  has re-
marked “ 10 days have
passed. Has earth devoured
the man. Enough is enough.
The man be got recovered
today (Tuesday) and be
presented in the court.
Don’t make any wrong
statement before the court.

He s gave these remarks
during hearing of Intezar
Panjutha recovery case
Monday.

The CJ IHC inquired

has any progress been
made.

Counsel Faisal
Chaudhry said we have got
footages and pictures. At
present no progress has
been made. You had sought
IB report.

SHO said under  your
order we made contact.
Two pictures of front have
been found  Give these to
us.

The CJ IHC remarked
investigation has to be made
by you and not by them.

SHO said the vehicle is
not being seen till 5.02.

The  CJ IHC remarked
go ahead  from two minutes
too. . SHO said what cam-
eras were found ahead we
went to Kala Chitta airport.
But nothing was found.

Will file reference against
‘defectors’, says Mengal

ISLAMABAD (INP)
Sardar Akhtar Mengal, the
head of his own faction of
the Balochistan National
Party (BNP-M), has an-
nounced his intention to file
a reference seeking the dis-
qualification of two senators
who voted in favour of the
26th Constitution Amend-
ment Bill, in violation of the
party line. BNP-M senators
Muhammad Qasim and
Naseema Ehsan had voted
in support of the bill, en-
abling the ruling coalition to
complete its numbers in the
upper house of the parliament.

Talking to media, pas-
sage of the amendment bill
from the Senate, Mr Mengal
alleged that he was expelled
from the visitors’ gallery and
the members’ lobby of the

Senate by the sergeant-at-
arms before the start of the
voting process so that he
could not meet the two
party dissidents.

He said he had gone to
the Senate just to have an
eye contact with the two
senators and in an effort to
at least make them feel em-
barrassed, but security offi-
cials told him that he could
not sit in the gallery and the
lobby as per the directives
of Senate Chairman Yousuf
Raza Gilani. BNP-M chief
claims he was expelled from
Senate visitors’ gallery be-
fore vote The move appears
to be part of extra security
measures taken by the gov-
ernment ahead of the crucial
vote in both houses of par-
liament, on Sunday.

Commodore
Shahzad Iqbal of

Pak Navy
promoted to rank
of Rear Admiral

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Commodore Shahzad
Iqbal of Pakistan Navy
has been promoted to the
rank of Rear Admiral.

Rear Admiral
Shahzad Iqbal was com-
missioned in Operations
Branch in 1995, a Paki-
stan Navy news release
on Monday said.

The Flag Officer is a
graduate of Pakistan
Navy War College,
Lahore, and National
Defence University,

Disappeared
on father’s

instructions’:
Zain Qureshi

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Zain Qureshi
said on Monday that he had
disappeared on the orders of
his father, senior party leader
Shah Mehmood Qureshi, rul-
ing out government pres-
sure. “I could never think
of voting for this constitu-
tional amendment,” Zain
said in a video statement as
he debunked reports of him
being in the National As-
sembly and backing the
tweaks, calling it “baseless
propaganda”.

Islamabad. He has also
done B.Sc. in Naval Sci-
ences from University of
Karachi and Gunnery Of-
ficer Command Course
from China. The Admiral
has an illustrious career
covering vast experience
of various Command and
Staff appointments. His
command appointments in-
clude Commanding Officer
PNS SAIF, Commander
Jinnah Naval Base,
Ormara, and Com-
mander 25th Destroyer
Squadron.

Ahsan hopes Pakistan economy volume
to reach $3 trillion in 23 years

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Ahsan
Iqbal on Monday hoped
that the annual volume of
Pakistan’s economy will be
$ 3 trillion and the country
will be counted among the
top 10 economies of the
world in 100 years of inde-
pendence in 1947.

In the current era,
data-driven, knowledge
economies are ruling the
world, and data sets, data
integration and Artificial
Intelligence are significant
for the sustainable eco-
nomic development of any
country, the Minister said.

Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Ahsan
Iqbal said this while ad-
dressing the ‘Data Fest
2024, Organized by Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics

(PBS) here.
Chairman NADRA

Lieutenant, General,
Muhammad Munir Afsar,
Federal Secretary for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Owais
Manzoor Samra, Chief Stat-
istician, PBS, Naeem ul
Zazfar and representatives
of federal and provincial
ministries and other stake-
holders participated in the
ceremony.

The main strategic
partners for DataFest-2024
are UNICEF, UNFPA, the
World Bank, ILO,
UNHCR, FAO, ADB and
these organizations bring
extensive expertise in glo-
bal development, public
health, and education.

Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives said that
today “we have entered a
world that is undergoing the

most rapid changes in hu-
man history and people
who have seen the huge in-
novations and development
in modern time.”

He said that now
modern data science drives
the economic revolution in
the world, and data analytic
and advanced technology
have fueled the modern eco-
nomic development and
digital revolution.

He said that data sci-
ence is the core of artificial
intelligence, and its quality
is the foundation of any
economic theory and devel-
opment in the modern
world and for that, our
economy needs very reli-
able data.

The Minister said that
behind the economic devel-
opment of any nation are
10 years of continuous poli-
cies, which pave the way
for their development

26th Constitutional Amendment

Ayaz commends parliamentary
journalists for exemplary reporting

ISLAMABAD (APP): Speaker National Assembly has lauded parliamentary journalists
for their outstanding reporting on the occasion of the 26th Constitutional Amendment.

He commended the discipline and responsibility displayed by the journalists, recog-
nizing their contribution to maintaining order during the session, said a news release.

The Speaker specifically praised the efforts of the Parliamentary Reporters Asso-
ciation of Pakistan (PRAP) for its role in ensuring professionalism and decorum during
the event. He emphasized that the press gallery is an essential part of the Parliament,
playing a critical role in conveying legislative activities to the public. “The press gallery
is a vital component of the Parliament,” the Speaker stated. “The role it plays in
bringing the legislative work of the House to the people is of great importance.”

He said that parliamentary journalists have consistently portrayed the positive
image of the Parliament to the public and expressed hope that PRAP would continue to
uphold its commendable traditions during future legislative sessions.

SC dismisses PTI’s review petition
regarding intra-party elections

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Supreme Court of Pakistan
on Monday dismissed the
review petition of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) re-
garding the intra-party elec-
tions. A three-member bench
of the apex court, headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa and compris-
ing Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar and Justice
Musarrat Hilali, heard the
review appeal of PTI.

During the course of
proceeding, Barrister Ali
Zafar pleaded that this case

couldn’t be heard here after
the passage of 26th consti-
tutional amendment. The
chief justice remarked that
he has not seen the amend-
ments yet and not aware
about the details.

The court said that it
had given lawyers another
opportunity but no argu-
ments were presented be-
fore it. The court declared
that no errors were identi-
fied in decision dated Janu-
ary 13, and, subsequently,
dismissed the review peti-
tion.

We will challenge 26th constitutional
amendment in court: Hafiz Naeem

ISLAMABAD (Online): JI
while rejecting 26th consti-
tutional amendment has
termed it tantamount to
curbing the independence of
judiciary.

Addressing a press
conference here Monday, JI
Amir Hafiz Naeem ur
Rehman said JUI-F while
siding with government on
draft bill has refreshed the
memory of PDM-3.

“We will challenge
26th constitutional amend-
ment after consultation

with the lawyers, he added.
The amendment has

been made to occupy judi-
ciary in the darkness of
night.

Giving powers to par-
liamentary committee and
prime minister for appoint-
ment of Chief Justice (CJ)
is tantamount to weaken
the judiciary.

It is regrettable that
son of Mufti Mehmood
and grand son of Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto violated the
constitution on Sunday.
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26th Amendment
Has the storm passed? The coming days will tell.
The ruling coalition’s much-debated ‘constitutional
package’ was finally endorsed by the Senate late
Sunday evening, capping off weeks of fervent poli-
ticking and negotiation over its different provisions.

It was headed to the National Assembly at the
time these lines were being written. Compared to
the draft that had emerged after the abortive first
attempt to bulldoze the amendments, the bill ap-
proved yesterday appeared to be a more watered-
down version.

Even the PTI, which lost an important opportu-
nity to suggest improvements in the bill by boy-
cotting the voting process, acknowledged that it
was ‘much better’ than the initial proposals. The
party’s leader in the Senate, Barrister Ali Zaffar, was
profuse in his praise for JUI-F chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman for this ‘achievement’, even though he
maintained his party’s reservations on the new pro-
cess for judges’ selection and key appointments in
the superior judiciary.

The bill endorsed by parliament included 22
amendments in all, less than half of the over 50 pro-
visions that were part of earlier drafts. This depleted
version was also almost universally acceptable, with
PTI leaders saying they would have participated in
the voting process if it was held at a later date,
mainly because they still needed to consult their
jailed party chief on some remaining items. From
first impressions, it appeared that the new appoint-
ment process for the Supreme Court chief justice
remained the most contentious of the proposed
amendments, with the government getting an un-
precedented say in who makes the cut. Given the
long-running feuds and divisions, both within the
apex court and between the branches of the state,
and their impact on major political developments in
the country, the changes being made could trigger
a new stand-off between the legal fraternity and the
government. How the lawyers’ community reacts
remains to be seen.

A fear remains that the ruling coalition may try
to misuse the amendments to appoint judges of their
choice to the new ‘constitutional bench’, or elevate
a ‘like-minded’ judge to the chief justice’s position.
Perhaps the PTI’s should have taken its responsi-
bility, as the primary opponent of these amendments,
more seriously. It should have presented alterna-
tive ideas or proposed changes to make the pro-
cess ‘fairer’. Even if these proposals were rejected
during the process, it could have at least claimed to
have offered other options.

That said, the responsibility of building a
consensus remained with the government, and if
achieving buy-in from all parties meant taking a
few more days or even weeks, the option should
have been exhausted. Instead, the government
bound itself to an arbitrary deadline, seemingly
to pre-empt the upcoming change of guard at the
apex court. It remains to be seen how matters will
proceed from here.

Classroom change
Neda Mulji

As the world gets
smaller, with knowledge-
sharing across borders,
the growth of AI and
easy access to free learn-
ing platforms, teachers
find newer ways of teach-
ing. Many schools have
addressed the need for
change, collaborating
within their teams to de-
sign better lesson plans,
cater to students’ chang-
ing learning styles and
keep up with new trends.

Recent curriculum
reforms have introduced
student-centred peda-
gogy focused on in-
quiry-based approaches.
However, the real ques-
tion is whether the
changes are imple-
mented in a structured,
school-wide framework,
with results that are con-
tinuously monitored.
Schools that have been
prioritising this transfor-
mation may benefit from
working backwards from
their goals.

One way of doing
this is to trace impact
through timelines: teach-
ers can note the list of
changes they wish to
prioritise and track their
implementation each
month. At the end of the
academic year, a reflec-
tive exercise will show
the results they have
achieved in bringing
about concrete change
in their teaching ap-
proaches.

An effective way to
track successful imple-
mentation of new meth-
ods would be through
teaching ‘mind maps’
that jot down what is
usually done against the
new tools that teachers
have introduced. The
real task would be to ex-
ecute the change in an
ongoing, sustainable
way — and not as a one-
off experiment. Most
teachers who try out
something new also in-
evitably tend to fall back
on tried and tested ways
and ‘give up’ before put-
ting in hard work to pro-
duce different or im-
proved results. Reflec-

tion on the change and
its impact is as valuable
as the change itself.

The impact of em-
bracing new ways of
teaching is massive. Stu-
dents start to respond
with greater motivation,
engage more readily with
course content, and
gradually learn to study
more independently,
thinking for themselves
rather than relying on the
teacher’s explanations.
They develop what Carol
Dweck introduced as the
‘growth mindset’ in 2006.

The idea of the
growth mindset is a
change in student belief
that ability and intelli-
gence are malleable and
not fixed. They can grow
to infinite possibilities if
nurtured with motivation
and the passion to learn,
with practice, reinforce-
ment and positive feed-
back. Tracking progress
does not merely entail
monitoring grades, but
also the level of effort and
involvement that a stu-
dent demonstrates
through the school term.

Any kind of change
is hard; sustaining it is
even harder. However,
growth lies in transfor-
mation, not in resistance
to change. With an infor-
mation overload and
technological integra-
tion in learning, teachers
are now called to action
more relentlessly than
ever before. Upskilling
their skills calls for much
more subject expertise
alongside digital capabil-
ity. Upgrading teaching
involves keeping up
with what students al-
ready know. Often this
may mean they are more
digitally savvy than their
teachers.

Change involves
not just upgrading, but
diversifying the strate-
gies and activities used
to engage students in
learning. The 21st cen-
tury teaching calls for
curating lessons to offer
students new chal-
lenges, enabling them to
work in collaboration,
discover, analyse and
communicate ideas. Stu-

dents enjoy agency no
matter what their age,
and will often have
unique perspectives to
share.

This would imply
keeping explanations
short and crisp, while al-
locating sufficient time
for students to work and
discuss, evaluate and
apply what they are
taught. Most lesson
plans tend to focus on
one stream of work and
fail to offer a ‘package’
of structured learning
that allows them to en-
gage, explore and explain
what they know.

Learners also need
ongoing appreciation
and acknowledgement
of their efforts. When
they get a chance to
show-case their work or
present ideas in class,
the level of motivation
improves dramatically.
The te-acher’s work be-
comes easier when
stude-n--ts take owner-
ship of their learning and
real change begins to
surface.

Exasperated teach-
ers, working hard to
nudge students to study
more, complain that stu-
dents have changed
massively and that they
do not follow instruc-
tions like the students of
yesteryear. Students
have changed, both in
their ways and their ex-
pectations, and the old
models of teaching are
no longer sustainable.
Traditional teaching is
being applied to stu-
dents who are pro-
grammed differently, re-
spond to vastly different
stimuli, and many teach-
ers are not yet ready to
adapt.

But they can meet
their students at least half-
way by adapting to
change, however cau-
tiously. Often, change
can start by reflecting
on simple questions —
what will help my stu-
dents thrive? What can
I do to involve them in
learning? The answers
are not complex for those
ready for change.  --
Courtesy Dawn

A death foretold
Zarrar Khuhro

Like his life, Yahya
Sinwar’s death was an
act of resistance against
s e e m i n g l y
unsurmountable odds.
Born in 1962, in a refu-
gee camp in Khan
Younis to which his fam-
ily had fled after being
forced from their home in
Ashkelon amidst the
murders and massacres
of the Nakba, Sinwar
joined Hamas soon after
its formation in 1987 and
rose to lead its internal
security wing.

It was a position in
which he excelled, root-
ing out spies and col-
laborators, whom he dis-
posed of with often bru-
tal efficiency. It is per-
haps a testament to the
efficacy of the systems
he set up that, despite
the devastation of Gaza
and the desperation of
its people, Israel was
unable to uncover any
meaningful intelligence
on his movements, or the
movements of any other
prominent Hamas leader
in the Gaza Strip, for an
entire year. When they
did kill Sinwar it was, as
per Israel’s own ac-
count, quite by chance.

Arrested in 1982
and then in 1988, he was
to spend 23 years in an
Israeli jail before being
released, along with
1,046 other Palestinian
detainees, in exchange
for the freedom of Israeli
soldier Gilad Shalit. It
was likely that this expe-
rience provided at least
part of the motivation for
launching the Oct 7 at-
tacks, in which some 250
Israelis were taken cap-
tive and moved to Gaza.

Prison also served
as a training ground;
years later Sinwar would
remark to his supporters:
“They wanted prison to
be a grave for us, a mill
to grind our will, deter-
mination and bodies …
we turned the prison into
sanctuaries of worship
and academies for
study.”

It was no idle boast:
Sinwar spent his term

studying Hebrew, a lan-
guage he became fluent
in, and also studying
how Israeli security
forces, and in particular
the notorious internal
security wing Shin Bet,
worked. It was knowl-
edge he was to put to
deadly effect. On Israel’s
hit list for years, Sinwar
remained in the Gaza
Strip, cementing his sta-
tus as a fighter who re-
mains with his people by
posing in an armchair
amidst the rubble of his
house, which had been
bombed in an attempt to
assassinate him.

Ironically, the video
of his last moments also
shows him sitting in an
armchair. Having en-
gaged with, or been en-
gaged by Israeli forces
while moving above
ground, Sinwar and his
three bodyguards holed
out in a building as Is-
raeli forces approached.
As per the Israeli ac-
count, Sinwar targeted
the approaching troops
with hand grenades,
managing to seriously
injure at least one of
them. Unwilling to enter
and engage, Israeli
forces then called in a
tank which fired at the
building, seriously injur-
ing Sinwar and shred-
ding his right arm. Then
they called in a drone
strike. His bodyguards
now dead, a critically in-
jured Sinwar sat in an
armchair with his face
wrapped in a keffiyeh, as
the Israeli drone video
shows. With his one
functioning arm, he
threw a piece of wood at
the approaching
quadcopter in a last act
of defiance, a singularly
human act of resistance
in the face of a tech-
driven holocaust.

Even then, it took a
sniper shot at long range
to finally kill him.

In death, he also ex-
posed many Israeli lies:
for over a year, Israeli
media has dutifully re-
ported every claim of Is-
raeli intelligence as to
Sinwar’s whereabouts as
fact. We were told he had

fled Gaza and was hiding
in another country while
his compatriots suf-
fered. We were told that
he was sheltering among
Palestinian civilians in a
refugee camp dressed as
a woman, a fabrication
that was also used to ob-
liquely justify Israeli
massacres. We were told
that Israel had not tar-
geted him yet because
he was sheltering in a
tunnel using Israeli hos-
tages as human shie-lds
while wearing a suicide
vest.

Instead, Sinwar was
found on the front lines
just a few met-res away
from the Israeli army’s
operational area in
Rafah, and by releasing
the video of his final
moments, Israel has
done more to ensure that
the legend of Sinwar sur-
vives than he could ever
have imagined. Even
those with Zionist sym-
pathies have wondered
why that decision was
made, but to me it stems
from the fundamental Is-
raeli inability to under-
stand the people they
have been oppressing
and decimating for
nearly a century. If the
Israeli intention was to
show Sinwar’s helpless-
ness and, by extension,
the hopelessness of re-
sistance, then they have
achieved the exact oppo-
site. If they thought that
eliminating Sinwar would
eliminate his movement,
then that shows that
they have not under-
stood that resistance is
not a function of leader-
ship as much as it is a
function of oppression;
so long as the one exists,
so too will the other.

As for Sinwar, this
is the ending he wanted.
In an interview, he once
remarked “The greatest
gift Israel can give me is
to assassinate me … I
prefer to die a martyr
from an F-16 than to die
of coronavirus or a
stroke or a heart attack.”

Sinwar got what he
desired, it remains to be
seen if Israel will.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

LAHORE: Punjab Senior Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb during a ceremony
inaugurates to activate Kisan card and setting up anti smog squad at
Agriculture House.

Govt committed to
strengthen IT, Telecom
sector: Shaza Fatima

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication, Shaza
Fatima Khawaja said that
innovations in data
networks, cloud
computing, artificial
intelligence and 5G are
crucial for Pakistan’s
economic growth and in
addressing key challenges
such as healthcare,
education, and sustainable
development. Speaking at
the SANOG-42
Conference, the Minister
highlighted the importance
of regional cooperation in
enhancing the country’s
digital infrastructure and in
developing inclusive,
secure and sustainable
technologies. She
reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to strengthening the IT and
Telecom sectors through
various initiatives.

“We have launched IT
Parks in Islamabad and
Karachi, supporting over
1,300 startups through our
National Incubation
Centers. Our Digital
Pakistan Policy aims to

boost e-governance,
cybersecurity, and
entrepreneurship,” she
stated.

She acknowledged
the telecom sector’s
significant contribution to
the national economy. She
added that the upcoming
5G spectrum auction,
scheduled for early 2025,
alongside policies such as
the National Fiberization
Policy and Spectrum
Sharing, would further
accelerate growth.

The minister noted
Pakistan’s remarkable
progress in cybersecurity,
placing it among the top-
tier nations in the ITU
2024 Global Cybersecurity
Index. “This advancement
reflects our strong
commitment across all
cybersecurity pillars,
positioning us alongside
leading countries in
cybersecurity readiness,”
she said.

She highlighted the IT
sector’s thriving exports,
which have already
surpassed $3 billion.
Initiatives such as local

C h r o m e b o o k
manufacturing by Google
and Islamabad’s
transformation into a
Model Digital City
underscore the country’s
vibrant IT landscape.

“We continue to
focus on training young
people, particularly in
cybersecurity, to ensure a
skilled workforce for the
future,” Shaza Fatima
remarked.She outlined
comprehensive policies
that aim to enhance access,
affordability, and
innovation, ensuring
sustained growth and
global competitiveness.

The minister also
called for strengthened
partnerships across South
Asia, leveraging SANOG’s
experience for policy
alignment and capacity
building. “Our focus
remains on optimizing
Internet Exchange Points
and enhancing network
resilience. We invite
international partnerships
and investments to further
drive the growth of our IT
sector,” she added.

Country director ADB calls
on minister for Planning

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Country Director of
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), Emma Fan
met with the Minister for
Planning, Development,
and Special Initiatives,
Ahsan Iqbal, on Monday
to discuss ongoing and
upcoming development
projects supported by
ADB.

During the meeting,
the Minister emphasized
the alignment of the
recently finalized 5-year
development plan with the
Prime Minister’s broader
development agenda,said
press release issued here.

He highlighted the
government’s strategic
focus on key sectors such
as information technology,
agriculture, and social
development, aiming to
foster inclusive growth and
uplift marginalized
communities.

The Minister
underscored the
importance of modernizing
infrastructure, particularly
roads, to enhance
connectivity within the
country and with regional
partners, especially
Central Asia.

He appreciated
ADB’s continued support

in this regard, stressing that
improvements in road
infrastructure, including
the Taftan section, are
critical for boosting trade
and regional integration.

Furthermore, the
Minister pointed out the
need for greater
investments in health and
education, recognizing
these sectors as the pillars
of human development.

He reiterated the
government’s commitment
to expanding access to
quality healthcare and
education to ensure a
healthier and more
educated workforce.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication, Shaza Fatima Khawaja
addresses during the SANOG-42 Conference held
in Islamabad.

Atif Ikram says:

FBR’s I&I notices
to industries are

condemnable
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Federation of Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Atif Ikram Shaikh
has said that the notices of
I&I by FBR to
industrialists are
condemnable. The notices
stated that fake sales tax
invoices were taken as
inputs. Scrutiny of the
importers to some extent
can be done by the buyer
before buying the goods
but a thorough
investigation procedure
should be adopted because
what can the purchaser do
if the importer refuses to
accept his own sales tax
invoices.We can check
NTN and the genuineness

of the company but FBR
says that the buyer should
investigate completely, it
is not possible for us.
Federation President Atif
Ikram said that Purchaser
conducts banking transactions,
maintains all records, yet
issuing notices is tantamount
to harassment. FBR should
oblige the importers to
update their complete
record and put it on their
website.Our demand is that
the government and FBR
should adopt the rules of
doing business so that
industries can run and
exports can increase.If the
industries are freed from
day to day inquiries then
the economy can move
towards improvement

Huawei in partnership
NIBAF completes training

for SBP employees
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Huawei Technologies
Pakistan, in partnership
with the National Institute
of Banking and Finance
(NIBAF), successfully
completed the first batch
of training for State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP)
employees aimed at
enhancing their digital
capabilities. This training
follows the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
signed in September 2024
between the two
organizations, said a news
release issued here on
Monday. The MoU
outlines a collaborative

framework to empower
SBP’s staff in digital
transformation and related
areas.

Huawei aims to drive
digital empowerment in
Pakistan’s banking and
governance sectors,
ultimately improving
overall efficiency. The first
one-week training program,
held at the NIBAF Campus
in Karachi, focused on
Datacom certification. A
certification ceremony was
attended by Mr. Asim Iqbal,
Chief Technology Officer
and Executive Director of
ITG-SBP, along with Mr.
Ahmed Bilal Masud.

POL imports up by
15.74% in 1st quarter

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The petroleum group
imports increased by 15.74
percent during the first
quarter of the current fiscal
year as compared to the
imports of the same
months of last year, the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.

The imports of
overall petroleum group
during July-September
(2024-25) stood at
$4,053.017 million as
against the imports of
$3,501.860 million during
July-September (2023-24),
according to PBS data.

Among petroleum
commodities, the import
of petroleum products
declined by 10.60 percent,
from $ 1,355.072 million

last year to $ 1,515.733
million during the time
period under review.

However, the imports
of petroleum crude
increased by 51.02
percent, from $ 947.176
million to $ 1,430.416
million; natural gas
liquefied by 14.30 percent,
from $898.428 million to $
1,026.900 whereas the
imports of petroleum gas
liquefied went up by 71.19
percent and reached to
$240.503 million as
compared to $140.489
million last year.The
imports of all other
petroleum group products
also increased by 270.59
percent and went up to
$0.126 million from $0.034
million

Marriyum Aurangzeb says:
Punjab CM committed

to provide economic
opportunities to people

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Senior Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb on Monday
said that Punjab Chief
Minister was fully
committed to provide
economic opportunities to
people to bring ease in
their lives.

She said this while
addressing the inauguration
ceremony to activate Kisan
card and setting up anti
smog squad at Agriculture
House.She said that special
tasks had been assigned to
all departments under

Punjab Chief Minister’s
smog control programme.

She said that farmers
were being provided 5,000
super seeders on 60
percent subsidy and this
would help make residues
of paddy crop useful.

Marriyum said that
zero tolerance policy was
being implemented against
burning of rice crop
residues.

She further said that
anti smog squad would also
provide technical guidance
to paddy growers.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where six
ships, TSS Amber, Alea,
Nave Cielo, Lusail, Xin Hai
Tong-8 and Ellan Manx
scheduled to load/offload
Container, Rice, Gasoline,
LNG and Coalberthed at
Qasim International
Container Terminal, Grain
Terminal, FOTCO Oil
Terminal, Pakistan Gas
Port Consortium Terminal,
Multi-Purpose Terminal
and Pakistan International
Bulk Terminal respectively
on 20th October.

Meanwhile three
more ships, Karlskrona,
Orange Victoria and Dravin
scheduled to load/offload
Containers, Gasoline and
LPG also arrived at outer
anchorage the port during
last 24 hours.

Lucky
cement

wins awards
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Lucky Cement Limited,
Pakistan’s leading cement
manufacturer, secured first
position at the prestigious
Best Corporate Report
(BCR) Awards 2024,
organized by the Institute
of Cost and Management
Accountants of Pakistan
(ICMA) and the Institute
of Chartered Accountants
of Pakistan (ICAP).This
award recognizes Lucky
Cement’s commitment to
transparency, excellence in
corporate reporting, and
adherence to international
best practices in financial
reporting, according to a
news release received here
on Monday.
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International News
UN says Israel targeting UN

peacekeepers’ positions in Lebanon,
as Gaza nightmare escalates

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): The UN peace-
keeping force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) has said that an
Israeli army bulldozer de-
molished an observation
tower and the perimeter
fence of a UN position
in Marwahin,  a town in
the southern part of the
country.

A press statement is-
sued by the Mission, for-
mally known as the UN
Interim Force in Lebanon,
said Israeli Defence
Forces (IDF) “deliber-
ately demolished” the
watchtower and the fence
su rrounding the
Marwahin site.

“Yet again, we remind
the IDF and all actors of
their obligations to ensure
the safety and security of
UN personnel and prop-

Palestinians inspect the damage after an Israeli air strike at Beit Lahiya in
the northern Gaza Strip.

Ukraine attacks forced Black
Sea Fleet to move warships from
Sevastopol, Russian official says

Oil-rich Iraqi Kurdistan
votes, shadowed by
economic struggles

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia’s Black
Sea Fleet has been forced
to move many warships
from the naval base of
Sevastopol on the Crimean
peninsular, which Russia
annexed in 2014, due to at-
tacks by Ukraine, a Rus-
sian-installed official was
quoted as saying on Sun-
day.

The remarks by
Dmitry Rogozin, a Russian-
installed senator for the
R u s s i a n - c o n t r o l l e d
Zaporizhzhia region and a
former head of Russia’s
space agency, are the first
Russian official confirma-
tion that the fleet has had
to move from Sevastopol.

Ukraine has repeat-
edly said its attacks on Rus-

Monitoring Desk
ARBIL: Iraq’s Kurdistan
voted on Sunday to elect a
new parliament for the au-
tonomous oil-rich region,
where voters expressed
concern over economic
struggles and disenchant-
ment with the political elite.

Iraqi Kurdistan pre-
sents itself as a relative oa-
sis of stability in the turbu-
lent Middle East, attracting
foreign investors due to its
close ties with the United
States and Europe.

However, activists
and opposition figures con-
tend that the region, au-
tonomous since 1991, faces
the same issues affecting

Iraq as a whole: corruption,
political repression and
cronyism among those in
power. Originally scheduled
for two years ago, the vote
was postponed four times
due to disputes between
the region’s two historic
parties, the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP)
and the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK).

Each party is con-
trolled by a powerful
Kurdish family — the KDP
by the Barzanis and the
PUK by the Talabanis.

Despite holding elec-
tion rallies and mobilising
their patronage networks,
experts.

sian warships in the Black
Sea have forced Moscow to
move ships to
Novorossiisk.

Rogozin told the
M o s k o v s k y
Komsomolets, opens new
tab newspaper that Russia
needed to get more serious
about its drone develop-
ment, the organisation of its
military drone units and the
development of electronic
warfare and satellite posi-
tioning systems.

“A military-technical
revolution is taking place
before our very eyes,”
Rogozin said of the devel-
opment of drones and elec-
tronic warfare, adding that
the pace of innovation was
changing the situation at the
front every month.

Expelled Indian envoy
blames Trudeau for row

Hardeep Singh Nijjar last
year in British Columbia.

Sanjay Kumar
Verma, India’s envoy to
Canada, told CTV that
Trudeau had been relying
on intelligence rather than
evidence.

“On the basis of in-
telligence, if you want to
destroy a relationship, be
my guest. And that’s
what he did,” Verma said
in an interview broadcast
on Sunday.

Asked whether he
had anything to do with
Nijjar’s murder, Verma
said: “Nothing at all. No
evidence was presented.
(This is) politically mo-
tivated.”

Monitoring Desk
OTTAWA: India’s envoy
to Canada, who is being
expelled over what Ot-
tawa says are links to the
murder of a Sikh leader,
insisted in an interview he
was innocent and said
Prime Minister Just in
Trudeau had wrecked bi-
lateral political ties.

Both countries on
Monday ordered out six
diplomats  in tit-for-tat
moves over  Ott-awa’s
allegat ions tha t  New
Delhi was targeting In-
dian dissidents on Cana-
dian soil.

Trudeau specifically
tied the six to the murder
of  Sikh separatist

Indonesia’s Prabowo
swears in cabinet of over
100 ministers, deputies

Brazil’s Lula
cancels trip to
BRICS summit

in Kazan on
medical advice

Monitoring Desk
BRASILIA: Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva announced on Sun-
day that he will no longer
travel to Kazan, Russia,
for the BRICS summit,
following medical advice to
temporarily avoid long-
haul flights. In a statement,
the presidential palace
said Lula will participate
in the BRICS meeting via
video conference. The
group comprises Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa.

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s
newly minted leader, Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto, of-
ficially swore in his cabinet
on Monday, a team which
analysts said reflected con-
tinuity of his predecessor’s
main policies.

Prabowo took office on
Sunday as the eighth Indo-
nesian president, taking the
mantle from Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo. In a fiery speech to
lawmakers, he promised to
eradicate corruption and aim

to reach self-sufficiency in
food and energy. Prabowo’s
cabinet has 48 ministries with
over 100 ministers and depu-
ties, including re-appoint-
ments of Sri Mulyani
Indrawati as finance minis-
ter and Bahlil Lahadalia as
energy minister.

Sri Mulyani will pre-
side over Prabowo’s main
programmes, including giving
free meals to about 20 million
children which could cost the
state budget 71 trillion rupiah
($4.60 billion) in the first year.

Japan PM
facing lukewarm
approval ahead

of election
TOKYO (AFP/APP): Ap-
proval ratings for Japan’s
new Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba have fallen
ahead of an October 27 gen-
eral election, one weekend
poll showed, with another
survey suggesting the rul-
ing coalition could struggle
to secure a majority.

Former defence min-
ister Ishiba took office
this month after being
voted leader of the Lib-
eral Democrat ic Party
(LDP), which has been in
power for most of Japan’s
post-war history.

erty and to respect the in-
violability of UN premises
at all times,” UNIFIL
stated.

The mission also reit-
erated that the violation of
a UN site and damage to its
assets constitutes a flagrant
violation of international
law and Security Council
resolution 1701, the unani-
mously adopted text to end
to a 2006 war between Is-
rael and Hezbollah and chart
a path towards security on
the border between Israel
and Lebanon.

The statement went
on to note that the Israeli
army has repeatedly asked
UNIFIL to vacate its posi-
tions along the Blue Line
and has deliberately dam-
aged UN positions.

Despite the pressure
on the mission and troop-

contributing countries,
UNIFIL stressed that
peacekeepers remain in all
their positions, the
mission’s statement said on
Sunday.

“We will continue to
carry out our mandated
tasks of monitoring and re-
porting,” the statement
concluded.

Sunday’s develop-
ments come after a series
of worrying incidents in the
past days in which a total
of five peacekeepers have
been injured.

Just four days ago,
UNIFIL issued a statement
saying peacekeepers at a
position near Kafer Kela
had observed an IDF
Merkava tank firing at their
watchtower. Two cameras
were destroyed, and the
tower was damaged, it said.

President of Kurdistan Nechirvan Barzani shows
his inked finger after casting his vote at a polling
station in Erbil.

Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris
speaks during a church service at New Birth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Stonecrest, Georgia.

Kamala turns 60, but
prefers to talk about

Trump’s age
Monitoring Desk

STONECREST: Kamala
Harris turned 60 on Sunday
in the final stretch of a
knife-edge election battle
with 78-year-old Donald
Trump, as she urged a
Black congregation in Geor-
gia to embrace compassion-
ate values while others
“spread hate, sow fear and
cause chaos.”

Harris, speaking at a
Baptist megachurch near
Atlanta, did not mention
Trump by name but the
crowd — after spontane-
ously serenading her with

“Happy Birthday” — nod-
ded knowingly to her allu-
sions to her Republican ri-
val. Georgia is one of the key
states that are expected to
decide the November 5 elec-
tion. Both candidates were
planning events later Sunday
in another of those states,
Pennsylvania, which both
sides see as a must-win.

With just over two
weeks before Election Day,
the Democratic vice presi-
dent and the Republican bil-
lionaire are in a fierce race.
Harris, addressing the enthu-
siastic Black churchgoers.

US investigates
leak on

intelligence about
Israel’s Iran
attack plans
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The
United States is inves-
tigating the leak of a
pair of highly classified
intelligence documents
describing Israel’s
preparations for a re-
taliatory strike on
Iran, House Speaker
Mike Johnson said on
Sunday.

The documents ap-
pear to have been pre-
pared by the National
Geospatial - Inte l l i-
gence Agency, describ-
ing US interpretations
of Israeli Air Force and
Navy planning based on
satellite imagery from
Oct. 15-16. They began
circulating last week on
the Telegram messag-
ing app. Israel has been
planning a response to
a ballistic-missile bar-
rage carried out by Iran
on Oct. 1, its second
direct attack on Israel
in six months. Israel
has intensified its of-
fensive in Gaza and
Lebanon.

Maryam reviews progress
on Apni Chjat, Apna

Ghar programme
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, chairing a
meeting here on Monday,
reviewed the progress on
‘Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar’
programme.

The CM said that
under ‘Apni Chhat, Apna
Ghar’  programme,
construction of houses has
started across Punjab. She
added that in a record
period of only two
months, the people who
got the first installment in
Lahore, Kasur and other
districts have started
construction of their
houses vigorously.

The CM said, “I
express prayers and best
wishes for the lucky

citizens who are building
houses under ‘Apni Chhat,
Apna Ghar’ programme.”
She directed the
authorities concerned to
ensure release of the second
installment of loan under
the programme as per
schedule, and said, “We are
trying our best so that no
one is deprived of a rightful
loan.”She underscored that
in each district, Assistant
Commissioner has been
appointed as Focal Person
for the convenience of
applicants. “I will myself
monitor ‘Apni Chhat,
Apna Ghar’ programme via
dashboard” she said.

She directed
Provincial Minister Bilal
Yasin to monitor the

programme in the field.
Earlier, the CM was

briefed by the relevant
authorities that more than
550,000 people have
approached the portal for
“Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar”
programme, and about
450,000 applications have
received under the
programme. Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb and
Provincial Minister
Housing Bilal Yasin
attended the meeting. Chief
Secretary Zahid Akhtar
Zaman, Secretary Housing
Asadullah Khan, Principal
Secretary Sajid Zafar Dal,
DG PHATA Saif Anwar
Jappa and other relevant
officers were also present.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi presides
over the special Senate meeting of Gomal University at Governor House.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider
conferred honorary doctorate degrees on Dr.
Abdul Bari Khan and Javed Ashraf Bhatti during
a ceremony.

Governor Punjab greets the
nation on the passage of 26th

constitutional amendment
LAHORE (Online):
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider
Khan congratulated the
nation on the passage of
the 26 th constitutional
amendment. He
congratulated President of
Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari,
Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party Bilawal
Bhutto, Muslim League
(N) and leaders of all
political parties on the
passage of the 26 th

constitutional amendment.
Governor Punjab said that
the political parties
unanimously agreed to
pass the 26th constitutional
amendment is a milestone
in the history of the
country. He said that the
parliament has made
history for the promotion
of democracy and
constitutional stability in

the country. Governor
Punjab said that President
of Pakistan Asif Ali
Zardari and Chairman
Pakistan People’s Party
Bilawal Bhutto’s role in
passing the 26 th

constitutional amendment
will be remembered in
history.

Besides, Governor
Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider attended the
honorary doctorate
ceremony at the University
of Lahore as the chief
guest. Addressing the
ceremony held on this
occasion, Governor Punjab
said that this institution is
rendering great services for
education. Governor
Punjab said that Indus
Hospital is catering to the
health problems of poor
people by providing them
free of cost health services.

Governor Kundi for permanent
resolution of Kurram situations

PPP leader says:

26th Amendment to
guarantee supremacy,
dignity of parliament

PESHAWAR (APP): A
local PPP leader and a
former candidate for
National Assembly, Syed
Abid Ali Shah advocate has
congratulated the nation for
the passage of the 26 th

Constitutional Amendment
by the parliament, saying
it would ensure the
supremacy and dignity of
the parliament in the
country. Talking to APP
here on Monday, he said
that the adoption of the
constitutional amendment
was n e ces s i t a t ed  t o
return the powers given
to the parliament for its
su p r em a cy under 18th

Constitutional Amendment
back to the legislature. These
powers, he said under the 19th

Constitutional Amendment
were transferred to the
judiciary and now they have
returned back to the
parliament.

He appreciated the
role of the PPP chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
PML-N president Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif,
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and JUI-F chief

Maulana Fazalur Rehman
in the passage of the
amendment bill.

He said, “PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has played big and
crucial role in making of
this achievement who
entered into consultations
with political parties and
developed a consensus and
resolve a hard task
amicably and all democrats
are paying tributes to him
for it.” Terming 26 th

Constitutional Amendment
a step forward towards the
restoration of the 1973
Constitution in real shape
and expressed the hope
that very soon more similar
constitutional amendments
would also be introduced
in the parliament to ensure
speedy justice and relief to
the people. Syed Abid Ali
Shah said that the political
sagacity exhibited by PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari in developing
political consensus for the
passage of the 26 th

Constitutional Amendment
would be written with
golden golds in the
democratic history.

Transport Minister
vows swift resolution
of transporters’ issues

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Transport
Bilal Akbar Khan assured
the transporters that their
problems would be
resolved promptly. He
assured during a meeting
with representatives of
Pakistan Mini Mazda
Association at Transport
House who called on him
here on Monday.

The meeting
discussed the concerns of
goods transporters which
was attended by Transport
Secretary Ahmed Javed
Qazi and other officials,
focused on the issues
presented by the
association in their charter
of demands, highlighting
the difficulties faced by
mini Mazda goods

transporters. The minister
directed the Transport
Secretary and Provincial
Transport Authority
(PTA) Secretary to take
immediate, necessary
actions to address the
issues. Emphasizing the
vital role of transporters in
sustaining national
development, the minister
stated that the government
was committed to
resolving their challenges
within the framework of
law.

He also warned
against any unjust
treatment by officials,
promising strict action
against those who
unnecessarily penalize or
halt vehicles without
reason.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Monday
expressed concern
regarding the security
situation in Kurram,
emphasizing that solutions
should align with local
customs and Pashtun
traditions permanently.

He said this during a
meeting at the Governor’s
House with former MNAs
Pir Haider Ali Shah and
Jawad Hussain, along with
Kurram tribal elders.

Governor Kundi said
he is well aware of the
challenges facing Kurram
and is actively engaging
with various community
leaders to find a lasting
solution.

He underscored the
need for a permanent
resolution rather than a
temporary peace.

The Governor
highlighted that some
miscreants are trying to
incite sectarian conflict
between Shia and Sunni
communities and urged
locals to remain vigilant
against such divisive
tactics. He reassured the
delegation that the people
of Kurram are part of the
broader community, and
restoring complete peace in
the area is a top priority
for him. The delegation
informed the Governor
about the persistent
sectarian violence that has
plagued Kurram for years,
resulting in the loss of

thousands of lives,
including children, women,
and the elderly. They said
that travel remains perilous,
and the ongoing conflict is
exacerbated by issues
surrounding land disputes,
which need resolution for
sustainable peace.

Additionally, they
said that a small fraction
approximately three
percent of individuals are
responsible for disrupting
the peace, and they called
for action against them.

The blockade of roads
has led to shortages of
essential goods and
medicines, while trade at
the Pak-Afghan Kharlachi
border is stalled, causing
significant economic
losses.

Governor
calls on newly

appointed
Commandant FC
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi
welcomed the newly
appointed Commandant of
the Frontier Constabulary,
Muhammad Riaz Nazir
Gara at Governor’s House
here on Monday.

During their
discussion, they focused
on the professional duties
and responsibilities of the
Frontier Constabulary in
maintaining peace and order
in the province.

Governor Kundi
congratulated Muhammad
Riaz Nazir Gara on
assuming his new role and
expressed his best wishes
for his success.

The Governor
commended the services of
the Frontier Constabulary,
recognizing their vital
contribution to maintaining
peace in the region.

He  sai d  th at  t he
Frontier Constabulary
is a highly professional
force, and its exemplary
role in improving law
and  ord e r  i s
commendable.

CM starts
‘Dhi Rani’
programme

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has
inaugurated the ‘Punjab
Dhi Rani’ Programme here
on Monday.Under the
programme, the CM said
that Rs100,000 would be
given to each newly-
married couple through
ATM, adding that food
would be served to 20
guests of each couple. She
highlighted that necessary
furniture, household
utensils, clothes and other
daily necessities will also
be donated. The CM said
receipt of applications
under the Punjab Dhi Rani
Program for mass marriages
has started, which can be
submitted online at
cmp.punjab.gov.pk.  She added
a dedicated helpline 1312
has also been established
for the program.

Ban lifted on transfer
of property: Mayor

PESHAWAR (APP):
Mayor Peshawar Zubair
Ali on Monday said that
ban on transfer of
properties in the Capital
Metropolitan Government
has been lifted and people
should contact capital
metropolitan with relevant
documents for transfer of
property.

H e  ex pr e s se d
t h es e  v i ew s  w h il e
chairing a meeting here
to lif t  ban  in t ransfer
of  p ropert ies .

The meeting was
attended by Director HR
Fakhr ul Islam, Assistant

Director Property Ayaz
Khan ,  chairman  Shah
Faisal, former advisor and
traders’  representative
Mehar Elahi.

The meeting
discussed the problems
being faced by traders due
to a ban on transfer of
property.

The mayor told the
traders’  representative
Mehar Elahi that the ban
on transfer of property has
been lifted and
shopkeepers should
contact the capital
metropolitan office for
transfer of shops.
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IG Islamabad visits
Red Zone checkpoints

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, visited the Red Zone
checkpoints and reviewed
security measures, a public
relations officer said.

On the occasion, SSP
Security Division, Capt
(Retd.) Syed Zeeshan
Haider, along with other se-
nior police officials were
also present.

During the visit, the
IGP Islamabad inspected
various duty points within
the Red Zone and evaluated
the security measures in
place. He met with police
officers on duty, directed
them to perform their du-
ties with alertness.

The IGP emphasized

their patrols and make the
search process more effec-
tive.

He further directed the
officers to brief their lower
subordinates on handling
any emergency situations
and personally monitor all
duties. He also emphasized
that all officers should be
provided with complete
safety equipment before
being deployed.

Officers were in-
structed to visit different ar-
eas of the Red Zone and the
Diplomatic Enclave, ensur-
ing that these directives are
strictly followed.

He further said that the
Islamabad Police is con-
stantly working to maintain
peace and tranquility in the
federal capital and ensure

the need for stringent secu-
rity measures in the Red
Zone, instructing the offic-
ers patrolling the area to
increase the intensity of

the protection of citizens’
lives and property. He
urged citizens to cooperate
with the police and report
any suspicious activities.

ISLAMABAD:  PPP Minorities leaders giving sweet to PPP central Secre-
tary Sayed Nayer Hussain Bukhari after 26th Constitutional Amendment.

ISLAMABAD: Affected of Jamal Group (Real Estate) are protesting outside
NPC for their demands.

Federal Minister for Planning, Ahsan Iqbal, inaugurates DataFest 2024, an
event organized by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam talking to a delegation of International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IRFC) that called on her led by country
head, Farid Abdulkadir Mohamed Aiywar to discuss climate resilience and
environmental sustainability related matters.

ISLAMABAD: A view of traffic jam at Islamabad
Expressway in the Federal Capital.

FSC hails passage of
26th Constitutional

Amendment
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Shariat Court
(FSC) hailed the passage of
26th Constitutional
Amendment as a landmark
achievement, reaffirming
Pakistan’s commitment in
promoting Islamic finance
and aligning the country’s
financial system with
Shariah principles.

According to press re-
lease issued by the Federal
Shariat Court, Senior Ad-
viser Research Dr.
Mohammad Matiaur
Rehman said the passing of
this amendment by the Par-
liament highlighted the col-
lective resolve of Pakistan’s
lawmakers to advance the
country’s Islamic banking
sector and contribute to the

broader objective of a Riba-
free economy. This amend-
ment follows the landmark
judgment delivered by the
Federal Shariat Court on
April 28, 2022, authored by
Justice Dr. Syed Mohammad
Anwer. In the judgment, the
court gave a five-year
timeline for the elimination
of Riba from the country’s
financial system. Remark-
ably, this court decision had
now become part of the
Constitution, an unprec-
edented step in Pakistan’s
legislative history.

The newly amended
Article 38 (f) of the Con-
stitution now
states,”Eliminate Riba com-
pletely before the first day
of January 2028.”

TikTok organizes event
to empower Pakistani
creators, publishers

ICT Police arrest around
15,000 outlaws in 9 months
and recover Rs 1.55 billion

CDA vows to fast-track
sector development

in Islamabad

CII to organize seminar
on Human Milk Bank

Its time to halt institutional
disruption with full force:

Senator Irfan Siddiqui
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Parliamentary Party Leader
of Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) in the Senate and
Chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Committee, Senator
Irfan Siddiqui has strongly
commended Parliament for
taking a decisive step to re-
store balance and protect
the Constitution with full
force.

“The time has come
for Parliament to halt the
path of disruption, restore
the balance of constitu-
tional institutions, and up-
hold the Constitution in
accordance with its oath.
The 26th Amendment is a
determined step by Parlia-
ment in this noble direc-
tion,” he said.

In a statement posted
on X on Monday, the se-
nior PML-N leader criti-

cized the long-standing un-
checked judicial activism,
which, under the guise of
judicial independence, has
paralyzed the other two
pillars of the state, Legisla-
ture and Executive. He
stated that this activism
is now threatening the
supremacy and sanctity
of  the Constitution it-
self.

“Some parts of the
Constitution have fallen vic-
tim to the doctrine of ne-
cessity or convenience,
some deemed unworthy of
attention, and others being
taken over under the pre-
text of interpretation.”

Senator Siddiqui ex-
pressed concern that now
the trend of rewriting the
Constitution to achieve de-
sired outcomes is becoming
a routine.

ISLAMABAD (APP): For
the first time, creators and
publishers from across Pa-
kistan gathered for the
TikTok Experience, a one-
day event curated exclu-
sively for the platform’s
thriving community.

According to a news
release on Monday, the
event featured an engaging
lineup of insightful panel
discussions, hands-on
workshops, and interactive
activities designed to in-
spire and elevate the
TikTok community in Pa-
kistan. Renowned industry
experts shared valuable in-
sights on content strategy,
community building and
navigating emerging trends.

TikTok Experience
was also elevated by an im-
pressive lineup of speakers,
including The Coke Studio
team, representative of
Turkish media giants
Turkavaz Media Group
and the crème de la crème
of Pakistan’s entertainment
industry. The evening cli-
maxed with a surprise mu-
sical performance by Young

Stunners.
The event’s sessions

included ‘TikTok My bust-
ers,’ which debunked com-
mon myths about high-
quality content, encourag-
ing creators to produce en-
gaging content that reso-
nates with their audience.
This was followed by a ses-
sion on CapCut which
showcased cutting-edge ed-
iting technologies, empow-
ering creators to enhance
their content’s production
quality. A standout panel
discussion, ‘How did
Blockbuster become a
blockbuster,’ shared the
success story of Coke
Studio’s 15th edition on
TikTok. The Coke Studio
team, including Muhammad
Imbrahim and singer Umair
Butt, provided valuable insights
into creating viral content, lever-
aging creator partnerships, and
promoting hero content. Saif
Mujahid, Head of Content Op-
erations & Marketing - Pakistan
at TikTok, said, “At TikTok,
we’re committed to empower-
ing local creators and pub-
lishers with the tools.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) is ramping
up efforts to expedite the
development of
Islamabad’s sectors, as an-
nounced during a high-level
meeting held on Monday.

Chaired by CDA
Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, the session
brought together CDA
Board Members and senior
officials to address ongoing
issues such as land acquisi-
tion and Built-Up Property
(BUP) challenges.

Chairman Randhawa
emphasized the need for co-
ordinated efforts between
the Engineering and Estate
Wings to ensure the smooth
execution of development
projects. He also commit-
ted to personally visiting
the sectors to monitor

progress and push for faster
resolution of obstacles.

In a progress report,
the meeting revealed that
68% of development work
in Sector C-14 is complete,
with culvert construction
underway.

For Sector C-15, re-
solving possession issues
was highlighted as a prior-
ity, while major works in
Sector C-16 are almost fi-
nalized, with only a few
streets left.

In Sector E-12, the
meeting was informed that
65% of the work in sub-
sector E-12/1 is complete,
with estimates being final-
ized for the remaining tasks.

Chairman Randhawa
directed immediate land ac-
quisition to move forward
with tenders for the unfin-
ished development.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) Police carried
out an extensive crack-
down against criminal ele-
ments in the federal capi-
tal during the last nine
months to maintain peace
and tranquility, under the
special directions of In-
spector General (IG) Po-
lice Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi,
intensifying efforts to
eliminate crime from the
city.

In this regard, the
Islamab ad  p o l i c e  a r -
rested a total of 14,926
accused involved in crimi-
nal activities of various
types and recovered cash
and valuables worth over
Rs 1.55 billion from their
possession, a public rela-
tion officer told APP on
Monday.

Moreover, 1,318 ac-

cused from 557 gangs in-
volved in robbery activi-
ties were also arrested, he
said.

During the ongoing
“Nasha ab Nahi” move-
ment in the federal capital,
1,570 drug dealers were
apprehended, and 383 ki-
lograms of hashish, 462
kilograms of heroin, 29
kilograms of ice, 13,226
liters of liquor, and intoxi-
cating pills were recov-
ered from their posses-
sion, he added.

Additionally, 3,460
accused involved in tam-
pering activities and prop-
erty crimes, such as theft,
robbery, burglary, vehicles,
and motorcycle theft, were
arrested.

He said police teams
also recovered cash, ve-
hicles, and motorcycles
from their possession.

UN Fellowships participants
briefed on Pakistan’s stance

on arms control
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Director General (Arms
Control and Disarma-
ment) Ambassador Tahir
Andrabi, on Monday,
briefed participants of the
United Nations
Programme of Fellow-
ships on Disarmament,
about Pakistan’s stance
on arms control, disarma-
ment and non-prolifera-
tion.

He also emphasized
the importance of unre-
stricted access to dual-use
technologies for peaceful
socio-economic applica-
tions.

The United Nations
Disarmament Fellows, be-
longing to 25 countries, are
visiting Pakistan from 20-
23 October, as part of
their international study
tour and visited the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Office Spokes-
person said in a press re-
lease.

The visit, which has

been organized by the
Government of Pakistan in
collaboration with the
United Nations Office for
Disarmament Affairs
(UNODA), aims to famil-
iarize international diplo-
mats with Pakistan’s poli-
cies and institutional
frameworks in arms con-
trol, disarmament, and
non-proliferation.

During their visit, the
fellows will tour the Paki-
stan Centre of Excellence
on Nuclear Security
(PCENS), the Pakistan In-
stitute of Nuclear Science
& Technology
(PINSTECH), the Paki-
stan Ordnance Factories
(POF) in Wah Cantt, the
Heavy Mechanical Com-
plex (HMC) in Taxila, the
National Centre for Phys-
ics (NCP), and the Centre
for International Strategic
Studies (CISS).

At PCENS, the par-
ticipants will receive de-
tailed briefings on

Pakistan’s nuclear safety
and security architecture,
regulatory frameworks,
and the safeguards
adopted in line with inter-
national standards, which
have been recognized by
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

At PINSTECH, they
will observe the Pakistan
Atomic Research Reac-
tor and the peaceful ap-
pl icat ions  o f  nuclear
technology in health, in-
dustry, agriculture, food
security, and power gen-
eration.

Established in 1978,
the United Nations
Programme of Fellow-
ships on Disarmament is
a prestigious programme
of UNODA and offers
valuable training and expo-
sure to young profession-
als. Pakistan is hosting the
international study tour
for the UN Disarmament
Fellows for the second
time.

Bukhari praises Bilawal’s
key role in passing 26th

Constitutional Amendment
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan People’s Party
(PPP) Secretary General
Syed Nayyar  Hussain
Bukha ri on  Monday
commended party chair-
man  Bilaw al Bhu t to
Zardari for his relentless
efforts and pivotal role
in  the approval of  the
26 th  Const it u t ional
Amendment by the par-
liament.

Bukhari, in a news
statement, lauded Bilawal’s
hard work, describing him
as a “strong and effective

voice for upholding the
Constitution both inside
and outside the Parlia-
ment.”

Bukhari expressed
pride in Bilawal’s leader-
ship, stating that his com-
mitment to constitutional
supremacy reflects the core
values of the PPP.

He further acknowl-
edged the contributions of
other key leaders, including
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Mian Nawaz Sharif,
Maulana Fazlur Rahman,
and others, for achieving

another milestone in
Pakistan’s democratic jour-
ney.

The 26th Amend-
ment, approved by both the
Senate and National Assem-
bly, he said was presented
by a special parliamentary
committee, a mandatory
part of the parliamentary
process.

Bukhari congratulated
the government’s coalition
partners and other political
parties for their collective
success in passing the
amendment.

BISP, Population Council to
initiate efforts for improving
maternal & child care facilities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of the Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP), Senator Rubina
Khalid and Population
Council Country Director,
Dr. Zeba A. Sattar in a
meeting agreed to initiate
efforts for improving ma-
ternal and child care facili-
ties.

The meeting, held at
BISP headquarters, fo-
cused on joint efforts to
improve women’s repro-
ductive health, promote
adequate birth control, and
support the healthy devel-
opment of newborns
through the cooperation of
BISP and the Population
Council.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Senator Rubina
Khalid highlighted BISP’s
ongoing initiative Benazir
Nashonuma to combat
malnutrition in children by
providing nutritious food
to pregnant and lactating
mothers and their children
under two years of age,
along with conditional fi-
nancial assistance.

She emphasized the
importance of maternal
health to ensure the birth
of healthy children.

Both parties also
agreed on the need for
consultat ions with top
provincial health officials
to enhance measures re-
lated to reproductive
health, birth control, and
newborn care.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Council of Islamic Ide-
ology (CII) on Monday
decided to organise a semi-
nar on the establishment of
a Human Milk Bank, and
present the recommenda-
tions of experts, physicians,
and scholars at the next
meeting.

The 239th meeting of
the Council held under the
chairmanship of Dr. Raghib
Hussain Naeemi and dis-
cussed a range of important
issues.

The meeting was at-
tended by Dr. Abdul
Ghafoor Rashid, Fareeda
Raheem, Malik Allah
Bakhsh Kalyar,
Muhammad Jalaluddin,
Sahibzada Pir Khalid Sul-
tan Qadri, Justice (Retd)
Zafar Iqbal Chaudhry,
Allama Syed Iftikhar

Hussain Naqvi, Mufti
Muhammad Zubair,
Allama Yousaf Awan, Dr.
Aziz Mahmood Al-
Azhari, Pir Shams-ur-
Rehman, and Dr. Mufti
Intikhab Noori.

During the meeting,
the matters including the
Supreme Court’s revised
detailed judgment in the
Mubarak Sani case, Crimi-
nal Appeal No. 590/2017
regarding blasphemy and
the sanctity of Islamic val-
ues, a query about the es-
tablishment of a Human
Milk Bank, the Muslim
Family Laws (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, a draft for the
preparation of rules under
the Waqf Act 2020, and the
Dissolution of Muslim
Marriages (Amendment)
Act, 2024 were came under
discussion.

ICT Police nab
female suspect
in fraud Case,

seize gold
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police, Women po-
lice station team arrested a
lady accused involvement in
fraudulent activities and re-
covered gold ornaments
from her possession.

A public relation of-
ficer told APP that, the
Women police team used
technical and human re-
sources and succeeded in
apprehending a lady ac-
cused.

He said the accused
was identified as Mariam
Bibi.

The police team also
recovered gold ornaments
from her possession, he
added.

He said case was reg-
istered against the nab ac-
cused and further investi-
gation is underway.

DIG Syed Ali Raza,
said that the ICT Police is
actively working to ensure
the safety of citizens’ lives
and property in the federal
capital, emphasizing that
no elements will be allowed
to disrupt citizens’ peace.

Muqam greets
nation on
approval
of 26th

Constitutional
Amendment

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan
and SAFRON Engr Amir
Muqam on Monday ex-
tended his congratulations
to the nation on the ap-
proval of the 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment.

In a statement, Federal
Minister Engr Amir
Muqam praised the efforts
of Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Federal Cabinet members,
JUI Chief Maualana Fazl
Rehman and all coalition
parties for their dedication
to this crucial constitutional
reform.

74 beggars, 18
shopkeepers

arrested during
crackdown

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The district administration
of Islamabad has ramped
up its efforts to address
growing concerns over ille-
gal activities in the Federal
Capital, leading to the ar-
rest of 74 beggars and 18
shopkeepers in separate
operations.

The spokesman of
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) administration said
that this action was part of
a larger initiative to main-
tain public order and enforce
price regulations. Islamabad’s
district administration con-
tinues its aggressive cam-
paign against the alms-seek-
ers in the city and arrested
74 professional beggars
over the past 48 hours.

PTI moves
IHC to seek

access to
his personal
physicians

ISLAMABAD (Online):
PTI founder Imran Khan
has filed petition in
Islamabad High  Court
(IHC) to seek access to his
personal physicians.

Adiala jail administra-
tion, provincial  government
and others have been made
respondents in the petition.

Imran Khan has filed
petition in IHC in connec-
tion with his medical check
up by his personal physi-
cians. Petition has been filed
through Suleman Safdar and
Khalid Yousuf Chaudhry.

The petitioner has
taken plea in the petition
that access is not being given
to him to his personal phy-
sicians.

Grand cultural
event “Lok
Mela to be
held in Nov

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The much-awaited annual
cultural mega event of
“Lok Mela” will be held
at the National Institute of
Folk and Traditional Heri-
tage (Lok Virsa) from No-
vember 08-17 in
Islamabad, presenting a di-
verse cultural extrava-
ganza for the art lovers.
The event is being ar-
ranged by Lok Virsa which
is an autonomous cultural
organization working un-
der the National Heritage
and Culture Division.
“The preparations for the
Lok Mela are under way
to make it a success by
adding all the attractions.
The festival is set to at-
tract artisans, performers
and visitors from across
the country”, an official of
Lok Virsa said.

Journalists play vital
role in strengthening
democracy: Muqam

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan, Engi-
neer Amir Muqam on
Monday said that
journalist’s community
had played a pivotal role
in the strengthening of
democracy in the coun-
try.

In a statement, the
minister said that the
present government was
taking all possible coop-
eration and measures for
the safety and welfare of
journalists, as it values
their services and sacri-
fices.

He said that Kash-
mir and Gilgit-Baltistan

beat reporters were play-
ing their role in resolv-
ing the problems of both
areas, adding that Kash-
mir and Gilgit-Baltistan
Beat Reporters Associa-
tion was highlighting the
Kashmir issue on the
media front. Amir
Muqam expressed his
best wishes for the in-
jured Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan beat re-
porter Asghar Hayat and
also prayed for his early
health recovery. Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) and Gilgit-
Baltistan were regions
with unique political and
geographical conditions,
he concluded.


