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ISTANBUL: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi in a meeting with Azerbaijan’s Minister of
State for Interior Aliyev Ismat Rashid in Istanbul.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General Syed Asim Munir witness the ongoing Multina-
tional Exercise Indus Shield-2024, at an operational Air Base of Pakistan Air Force (PAF).

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Communication &
Works Mir Saleem Ahmed Khosa meeting with Gov-
ernor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Privatization & Communications
Abdul Aleem Khan and Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan
inaugurating the Hub River Bridge (N-25).

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif presenting souvenirs to front line
Polio Workers and the relatives of those Polio Work-
ers who embraced martyrdom in the line of duty.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Ahmed Bugti inaugurating Moutain View Tech Park.
Provincial Minister Mir Ali Madad Jattak, Zarak
Khan Mandokhail and Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan are also present.

CM inaugurates three major
projects under Public-Private

Partnership in Quetta
Historic projects include Mountain View Tech Park Marriabad, Circular
Road Integrated Parking Plaza in Quetta and LPG Technical Laboratory

Taftan; 1st IT Park established in building built 15 years ago in Marriabad

‘Will not sit idle until
Pakistan purged of
poliovirus,’ says PM

CENTCOM magazine
hails COAS Gen Asim

Munir’s leadership,
military diplomacy

COAS visits PAF to review
Indus Shield-2024 exercises

Rear Admiral Faisal Amin
takes over as Commander Coast
KARACHI (APP): Rear Admiral Faisal Amin took over
the duties of Commander Coast during Change of Com-
mand ceremony held at Karachi, where Vice Admiral Raja
Rab Nawaz handed over the command to the Rear Admi-
ral.

Rear Admiral Faisal Amin got commissioned in Op-
erations Branch of Pakistan Navy in 1992, a Pakistan
Navy news release on Thursday said.

IHC directs to
form medical
board for PTI

founder’s check-up
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday directed
the formation of a medical
board to conduct a health
examination of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
founder, including his per-
sonal physician, Dr. Faisal
Sultan.

Hearing the case, Justice
Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb
directed the executive direc-
tor of Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS) to
form a medical board for the
health assessment of the PTI
founder. He also directed
that the board should include
Dr. Faisal Sultan, the PTI
founder’s personal physi-
cian, and submit a report
to the court’s registrar.

The decision came af-
ter the PTI founder re-
quested a medical exami-
nation by his personal
doctors. While the court
acknowledged the impor-
tance of involving a personal
physician, and ordered the
formation of an independent
medical board by PIMS to
ensure thorough and unbi-
ased evaluation.

Security forces kill nine
terrorists, including two

suicide bombers in Bajaur

Aleem Khan says

Govt to ensure maximum dev. of
Balochistan even by collecting
revenue from other provinces

Aleem, Jam inaugurate newly constructed bridge over Hub river

Maulana Fazal tried to make
constitutional amendment

controversial: Bilawal

Case registered
against Akhtar
Mengal under

terrorism clauses
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Case has been registered
against BNP chief Akhtar
Mengal and other leaders of
party under terrorism
clauses.

FIR was got registered
against BNP leaders in po-
lice station secretariat
Islamabad.

The case was registered
under 7 clauses including
terrorism.

It is alleged in FIR they
have manhandled staff
members of Senate.

Pakistan ready
to collaborate

with UN states:
President

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has stated that Pakistan
stands ready to collaborate
with all United Nations
member states to achieve a
peaceful and prosperous
world for all.

In his message on the
occasion of the United Na-
tions Day today, he said
Pakistan has consistently
championed the principles
of the UN Charter.

Asif Ali Zardari said
Pakistan has also made in-
valuable contributions to
international peace and se-
curity, including by serving
as a leading military and
police contributor to UN
peacekeeping operations.

The President said the
UN Charter’s vision of uni-
versal peace is currently
under threat by the blatant
violations of its principles
in Occupied Palestinian
Territory and the Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir.

Naqvi  meets  Azerbaijan’s
Minister  of  State  for  internal
affairs  Ismat  Rashid  Aliyev

SC sends case
related to “shufa”
to constitutional

bench
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
sent case related to “shufa”
( right of preemption) to
constitutional bench.

Newly appointed
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Yahya Afridi has said
policy has been given to
registrar office with refer-
ence to constitutional cases.
Office has been directed a
separate category be formed
of the cases wherein any
law has been challenged. We
will continue to transfer the
cases where interpretation
of law is needed.

He gave these remarks
on Thursday.

A 3-member bench of
SC presided over by newly
appointed CJP Yahya
Afridi took up the case for
hearing.

RAWALPINDI (PR): US
central command’s maga-
zine Unipath has paid trib-
ute to Pakistan’s Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir for
his military diplomacy and
his commitments for eco-
nomic improvement in the
country.

According to magazine,
General Asim Munir has
taken decisive action
against Tehrik-i Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) within Paki-
stan, known as Fitna al
Khawarij. Under his lead-
ership, through July 2024,
22,409 intelligence-based
operations have been con-
ducted against terrorists
and their facilitators. They
eliminated 398 terrorists,
including 31 high-value tar-
gets.

US magazine writes
that General Asim Munir’s
tenure as the Chief of the

Army Staff has been char-
acterized by determined
action against extremism,
proactive measures to ad-
dress security challenges
and a commitment to fos-
tering socioeconomic stabil-
ity.

General Asim Munir’s
approach to military diplo-
macy has not only strength-
ened Pakistan’s relations
with key global partners but
has also underscored the
nation’s role in promoting
regional peace and stability.
As Pakistan navigates
through intricate geopoliti-
cal dynamics and internal
challenges, Gen. Asim
Munir works to guide the
Army and nation toward a
future marked with profes-
sionalism, resilience, pros-
perity and unity.

Pakistan is also con-
fronted with a formidable

Continued on page 1

ISLAMABAD (INP):
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has said
that JUI-F chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman tried to
make the 26th Constitu-
tional Amendment ‘contro-
versial’ by passing remarks
against one of their clauses.

In an interview with the
BBC, Bilawal said that the
coalition government could
have got the amendments
passed even without the
support of the JUI-F. “But
we followed the Charter of
Democracy (CoD) and
tried to develop a consen-
sus among political par-
ties.”

He further said there
was not much difference
between a constitutional

court and a constitutional
bench. “By a constitutional
court, we don’t mean a
separate structure,” he
opined.

Bilawal Bhutto, ex-
pressed confidence that the
party’s numbers were suf-
ficient to proceed with a
constitutional amendment,
even without the support
of Maulana Fazlur Rehman.
Bhutto stated,

“A significant task like
the 26th Constitutional
Amendment can be under-
taken by any Chief Justice,
and it was not feasible in
the presence of Mansoor
Ali Shah.” He also noted
concerns over attempts to
politicize Chief Justice
Qazi Faiz Isa.

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
The  Security  Forces  on
Thursday  killed  nine
Khwarij,  including  two
suicide  bombers  and  a
High  Value  Target  Kharji
ringleader  Said
Muhammad  alias  Qureshi
Ustad  during  an  intelli-
gence-based  operation
IBO  conducted  in  Bajaur
District  on  the  night  of
October  23/24.

During  conduct  of
operation,  the  Army
troops  effectively  engaged
the  Khwarij  location  and
after  intense  fire  exchange,
nine  Khwarij  were  elimi-
nated,  an  Inter  Services
Public  Relations  (ISPR)
news  release  said.

A  large  quantity  of
weapons,  ammunition  and
explosives  was  also  re-
covered  from  killed
Khwarij,  who  remained
actively  involved  in  nu-
merous  terrorist  activities
against  the  security  forces
as  well  as  innocent  civil-
ians.

Meanwhile President
Asif  Ali  Zardari  and  Prime
Minister  Shehbaz  Sharif

on  Thursday  appreciated
the  security  forces  for
carrying  out  a  successful
intelligence-based  anti-ter-
ror  operation  in  Bajaur.

The  president  and
prime  minister,  in  sepa-
rately  issued  statements,
appreciated  the  gallantry
of  the  personnel  and  of-
ficers  of  the  security
forces  in  eliminating  nine
terrorists  including  suicide
bombers  and  a  master-
mind  of  terrorists.

“The  whole  nation  is
united  against  terrorism.
The  people  as  well  as  the
security  forces  will  col-
lectively  foil  the  nefarious
designs  of  terrorists,”  the
president  said  and  reiter-
ated  the  country’s  resolve
for  continuous  action  till
the  elimination  of  terror-
ists.

Prime  Minister
Shehbaz  said  that  the  en-
tire  nation  stood  to  sup-
port  their  security  forces
in  the  war  against  terror-
ism.  The  war  against  ter-
rorism  will  continue  till
its  elimination  of  this
scourge  in  toto,  he  added.

Bushra Bibi
arrives in

Peshawar after
release from
Adiala Jail

PESHAWAR (INP): PTI
founder Imran Khan’s wife
Bushra Bibi arrived in
Peshawar after being re-
leased from Adiala Jail in
the Toshakhana-II case on
Thursday.

Immediately after her
release from Adiala Jail,
Bushra Bibi went to Bani
Gala, where she stayed for
a while before heading to
Peshawar, where arrange-
ments had already been
made for her arrival at the
Chief Minister’s House in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

PTI Secretary General
Salman Akram Raja an-
nounced on the social me-
dia platform X that Bushra
Bibi will stay in Peshawar
instead of Zaman Park in
Lahore.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti inaugurated
three major projects under
Public-Private Partnership
in Quetta on Thursday.

The historic projects
inaugurated by the Chief
Minister are included:
Mountain View Tech Park
Marriabad, Circular Road
Integrated Parking Plaza in
Quetta and LPG Technical
Laboratory Taftan.

The first Information
Technology Park has been
established in a building
built 15 years ago in
Marriabad.

Speaking on occasion
of the inauguration here on
Thursday, the Chief Min-
ister announced that 1,000
youngsters would be able
to earn livelihood after mak-
ing them skilled in next six

months in the Mountain
View Tech Park.

He said that there are
several such buildings in the
province which have been
left after construction. This
IT park has been estab-
lished in the building which
was constructed 15 years
ago.

The Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan gave
proposal of the IT Park, and
thus the provincial govern-
ment released funds acting
on it and it is going to be
functional today.

He mentioned that
there would be 67 offices
in the IT Park and this
project would introduce
different skills to youth in
the IT sector.

Ultimately, the oppor-
tunities of livelihood would
increase in future, he main-
tained.

The Chief Minister
said that the government
can’t provide employment
to every youngster, how-
ever, we would provide the
opportunities of respect-
able livelihood to youth.

For the purpose, IT
parks would be established
in all divisional headquar-
ters of the province.

He said that the fruits
of development would
reach to the masses of the
province through these ini-
tiatives taken by the pro-
vincial government.

Meanwhile, while ad-
dressing the inauguration of
Circular road Integrated
parking plaza and ceremony
of signing of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding for
establishment of the LPG
Technical Laboratory, the
Chief Minister noted with

Continued on page 2

He is a graduate of Royal College of Defence Studies
(UK), Army Command & Staff College (Quetta) and
National Defence University (Islamabad). The Admiral
has an illustrious naval career comprising vast experience
of various Command and Staff appointments.

His key appointments include Commander 18th
Destroyer Squadron, Assistant Chief Of Naval Staff (Op-
erations), Principal Secretary to the Chief of the Naval
Staff, Additional Secretary-III at Ministry of Defence,
and Naval Secretary. In recognition of his meritorious
services, the Admiral was awarded Hilal-i-Imtiaz (Mili-
tary).

HUB (APP): Federal Min-
ister for Board of Invest-
ment, Privatization and
Communications Abdul
Aleem Khan and Federal
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan on Thurs-
day inaugurated the newly
constructed bridge over the
Hub River.

The newly constructed

bridge over the Hub River
on National Highway N-25,
reconnecting the provinces
of Balochistan and Sindh.

The project has been
completed in two years at
a cost of Rs 1.18 billion,
aims to enhance connectiv-
ity and facilitate trade be-
tween the regions, said a
press release issued here.

Addressing the inaugu-
ration ceremony, Abdul
Aleem Khan emphasized
the importance of business
activities for regional devel-
opment. “We have to en-
sure maximum development
of Balochistan, even by col-
lecting revenue from other

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Federal  Interior  Minister
and  Head  of  Anti-Narcot-
ics  Mohsin  Naqvi  held  a
meeting  with  Azerbaijan’s
Minister  of  State  for  In-
ternal  Affairs,  Ismat
Rashid  Aliyev  on  Thurs-
day  in  Turkiye.

The  high-level  meet-
ing  took  place  during  the
Istanbul  International
Expo,  where  the  two  lead-
ers  discussed  ways  to
further  strengthen  the
long-standing  fraternal  ties
between  Pakistan  and
Azerbaijan.

During  the  meeting,
both  ministers  engaged  in
comprehensive  discussions
on  multifaceted  bilateral
relations,  with  a  focus  on
matters  of  mutual  inter-
est.  The  dialogue  covered
a  wide  range  of  topics,
including  security,  eco-
nomic  collaboration,  and
cultural  exchanges.  The

leaders  highlighted  the
deep-rooted  historical  and
cultural  connections  that
bind  Pakistan  and
Azerbaijan,  emphasizing
the  need  to  build  upon
the  existing  partnership.

One  of  the  key  points
of  discussion  was  the
Pakistan  Navy’s  recent
successful  operation  in  the
Northern  Arabian  Sea,
which  resulted  in  the  sei-
zure  of  over  2,400  kilo-
grams  of  narcotics  worth
an  estimated  $145  mil-
lion.  Minister  Aliyev
praised  the  Pakistan  Navy’s
swift  action  and  commended
the  effective  leadership  of
Minister  Naqvi  in  guiding
the  nation’s  anti-narcotics
efforts.  He  acknowledged
Pakistan’s  critical  role  in
combating  drug  trafficking
in  the  region  and  high-
lighted  how  such  opera-
tions  are  crucial  for  re-
gional  stability.

bat  readiness  of  Pakistan
Air  Force  and  the  progress
made  through  various
modernization  and  up-gra-
dation  programs.  Later,  he
witnessed  exercise  opera-
tions,  static  display  of
various  niche  and  disrup-
tive  technologies  where  he
was  briefed  on  the  mod-
ernization  efforts  of  Paki-
stan  Air  Force  to  stay
abreast  with  contempo-
rary  security  challenges
which  was  later  followed
by  an  enthralling  aerial
display  by  PAF  fighter
jets.  COAS  also  interacted
with  the  aircrew  and  ap-
preciated  the  resolve  of
PAF  personnel  to  safe-
guard  the  aerial  frontiers
of  Pakistan.  He  empha-
sized  on  the  critical  role
of  inter-service  collabora-
tion,  which  he  believes  is
essential  for  achieving
operational  success.

Chief  of  Air  Staff  ex-
pressed  his  gratitude  for
COAS’s  visit,  reinforcing

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
Chief  of  Army  Staff
(COAS),  General  Syed
Asim  Munir  on  Thurs-
day  visited  an  operational
air  base  of  Pakistan  Air
Force  to  witness  the  on-
going  multinational  exer-
cise  Indus  Shield-2024.

The  COAS  was  re-
ceived  by  Chief  of  Air
Staff,  Air  Chief  Marshal
Zaheer  Ahmed  Baber
Sidhu.  Chief  of  the  Naval
Staff,  Admiral  Naveed
Ashraf  was  also  in  pres-
ence  at  the  occasion,  an
Inter  Services  Public  Re-
lations  news  release  said.

Exercise  Indus  Shield-
2024  is  the  biggest  multi-
national  exercise  of  the
region  that  is  witnessing
participation  from  24  es-
teemed  Air  Forces  con-
verging  to  foster
interoperability  and  train-
ing  through  state-of-the-
art  facilities  embodying
the  exercise  motto;
“Stronger  When  Together.”

COAS  expressed  his
satisfaction  over  the  com- Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday paying
tribute to the efforts and
sacrifices of the polio work-
ers, and support by the in-
ternational partners, reiter-
ated his government’s re-
solve to make Pakistan a
polio-free country to save
the future of millions of
children.

The prime minister,
addressing an event held on
World Polio Day dedicated
to recognise the sacrifices
of the polio workers, said
that the resurfacing of the
polio cases in the country
required reuniting the ef-
forts to fight the menace.

He reaffirmed that the
government would face the
challenge with an unwaver-
ing commitment to purge
the country of this crip-
pling disease.

The prime minister,
who earlier launched a na-
tionwide polio vaccination
drive by administering po-
lio drops to the children,
appreciated the support
from international partners
including the World Health
Organisation, UNICEF, and
Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, who had con-
tributed to Pakistan’s ef-
forts to fight out the polio.

“With this commit-
ment, we will meet success
and polio will be pushed
out of the country and will
never be allowed to resur-
face,” he resolved, and also
appreciated the Saudi
government’s support.

Calling them the “real
heroes” the prime minister
paid tribute to the sacrifices
of the polio workers in the

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: Newly selected Community and Labor Welfare Attachés call on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

QUETTA: A delegation led by Parliamentary Secretary Samad Khan Gorgage
meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti address-
ing inaugural ceremony of Circular Road Parking Plaza.

QUETTA: Member Provincial Assembly Nasrullah Khan Zehri along with
others addressing to members of different tribes community during meeting
to settle the blood dispute, held in Quetta.

the  commitment  to  en-
hance  cooperation  be-
tween  the  army  and  air
force  in  both  training  and
operational  contexts.  Air
Chief  apprised    COAS
on  modernization  and
indigenization  drive  being
carried  out  by  PAF
through  induction  of  state
of  the  art  weapon  sys-
tems.

While  speaking  at  the
occasion,  Air  Chief    high-
lighted  that  the  ongoing
exercise  Indus  Shield-2024
will  go  a  long  way  in
bolstering  interoperability
amongst  the  participating
nations  and  will  train  their
air  &  ground  crews  to
face  contemporary  war-
fare  challenges.

challenge in the form of
fifth-generation warfare, a
complex blend of conven-
tional and unconventional
tactics aimed at the implo-
sion of societal structures.
Gen. Asim Munir has ex-
pressed his resolve that the
Pakistan Armed Forces,
with the support of the na-
tion, are fully prepared to
defend the territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty of the
motherland against the full
spectrum of threats.

Pakistan’s sovereignty
was challenged on January
16, 2024, when Iran carried
out a series of missile and
drone strikes within
Pakistan’s Balochistan
province resulting in the
deaths of two innocent chil-
dren. To express its resolve
and redeem its stature, on
January 18, Pakistan con-
ducted a meticulously
planned and precisely tar-
geted series of military
strikes based on credible in-
telligence against terrorist
hideouts in the Sistan-o-
Baluchistan province of
Iran. This operation,
codenamed Marg Bar
Sarmachar, resulted in the
elimination of several ter-
rorists.

US central command’s
magazine further stated
that General Asim Munir
recognizes that an impor-
tant way to curb extremist
proclivities among youth is
through employment and
business opportunities.
With this backdrop, the
Army is assisting the gov-
ernment in the functioning
of the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
and the Green Pakistan Ini-
tiative (GPI) to attract for-
eign investment and ensure
food security.

General Asim Munir’s
proactive efforts in forging
economic partnerships, in-
cluding with the Arabian
Gulf states and the United
States, are fostering confi-
dence within the business
community and encourag-
ing their active participa-
tion in national progress.
Gen. Asim Munir strongly

supports greater tolerance
and religious harmony.
Condemning the Jaranwala
incident, where a mob van-
dalized and torched several
churches and scores of
houses after two men liv-
ing there were accused of
desecrating the Holy
Quran, he declared: “There
is no space for such inci-
dents of intolerance and ex-
treme behavior by any seg-
ment of the society against
anyone, particularly against
minorities.”

Military diplomacy is
an important facet of the
COAS’s vision. In Decem-
ber 2023, Gen. Asim Munir
visited the U.S., marking a
pivotal moment in
Pakistan’s expanding mili-
tary and diplomatic rela-
tions with the U.S. In the
midst of swiftly changing
global dynamics, this visit
was both symbolic and
practical, with high-profile
engagements that high-
lighted the multifaceted na-
ture of Pakistan-US rela-
tions.

Also in 2023, Pakistan
conducted joint military ex-
ercises with Malaysian,
Qatari, Saudi Arabian and
Emirati Armed Forces.
Similarly, at the closing cer-
emony of 7th Pakistan
Army Team Spirit (PATS)
training exercise in which 15
teams, including those from
the US, Turkiye and Saudi
Arabia participated, he re-
iterated the significance of
PATS in promoting team
spirit and enhancing readi-
ness in the face of evolving
threats, particularly in the
fight against terrorism.

He lauded the bond the
Pakistan Army developed
with other armies as a clear
example of military diplo-
macy. Under his leadership,
the Pakistan Army serves
not only as the guardian of
the nation’s borders but
also extends its support
during calamities such as
floods and earthquakes.
Additionally, the Army’s
role in facilitating nation-
wide elections stands as a
notable contribution to the
nation.

CENTCOM magazine hails...
Cotinued from page 1

COAS visits...
Continued from page 1

pleasure that by the
grace of Allah Al-
mighty, three major
projects have been
launched under Public-
Private Partnership in
six months fulfilling
commitment made with
the people by the na-
tional and party leader-
ship.  He said that
Alhamdulillah, the
dreams of public service
are going to be materi-
alized today.

He also said that the
process of provision of
the facilities to the
people has been started
under Public Private
Partnership in the prov-
ince.

He said that we are
encouraging public pri-
vate partnership in dif-
ferent sectors so as to
ensure better service
delivery to the people,
he added.

The Chief Minister
highly appreciated the
Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Additional
Chief Secretary Plan-
ning and Development,
Hafiz Abdul Basit, Com-
missioner Quetta,
Muhammad Hamza
Shafqaat and the whole
team who completed the
vision of provincial
government speedily.

He said that the
mafias present in differ-
ent sectors create
hurdles in provision of
the facilities. However,
we would continue our
mission while remov-
ing all such hurdles,
adding he pledged.

He said that we are
ready for talks with dif-
ferent unions, but we
would not be black-
mailed by strikes, and
would eliminate mafias.
Besides, we would also
not let anyone to create

hurdles in the public fa-
cilities. He also asserted
that no hurdle would be
tolerated in the projects
of public welfare what-
soever.

He also announced
that the project of beau-
tification of Quetta air-
port to Zarghoon road
would be completed
within six months.

He on the occasion
directed to clean and or-
ganize the roads of
Quetta city besides re-
moving all encroach-
ments from the roads.

Earlier, the Com-
missioner Quetta
briefed about the project
saying that the projects
are being prepared for
developing Quetta as de-
veloped city under Public
Private Partnership. He
said that the circular
road integrated parking
plaza would be ranked
in most modern parking
plazas of the world.

CM inaugurates three major...
Continued from page 1

provinces,” he stated.
Aleem Khan noted that

while Balochistan boasts
the largest network of the
National Highway Author-
ity (NHA) in the country,
covering 4,500 km, the
province generates rela-
tively lower toll revenue.

The minister ex-
pressed concerns over the
bridge’s width, deeming it
insufficient for current traf-
fic demands, and an-
nounced plans for the con-
struction of an additional
parallel bridge.

He also approved the
conversion of the N-25
highway from Karachi to
Quetta into a two-way
road to prevent accidents
caused by traffic conges-
tion.

“We will build new
bridges and roads in
Balochistan,” Aleem Khan
assured attendees, high-
lighting that a new bridge
at Pinjara is also nearing
completion.

He further revealed as-
pirations for developing a
six-lane Karachi-
Hyderabad motorway
through a Public-Private
Partnership model, along-
side plans for a Northern
Bypass as a major highway
project.

Aleem Khan com-
mended the National Lo-
gistics Cell (NLC) and the
National Highway Author-
ity (NHA) for their exem-
plary performance in the
bridge’s construction and
expressed optimism that
this development would

significantly contribute to
the economic growth of the
Hub area and the province.

Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan echoed these senti-
ments, stating that the cur-
rent government priori-
tized resolving issues of
Balochistan.

He commended the
timely completion of the
Hub Bridge and extended
his gratitude to Abdul
Aleem Khan for his efforts.

During the visit to
Karachi, Abdul Aleem
Khan also met with Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah to discuss
highway and communica-
tion sector issues in the
province.

At a high-level meeting
presided over by Aleem
Khan emphasized that fi-
nancial stability in national
institutions should be the
top priority, urging that
the NHA would enhance
its resources and achieve
a revenue target of Rs 25
billion for the current
fiscal year. He instructed
NHA officials to expe-
dite work on 43 ongoing
projects in Sindh while
ensuring high-quality stan-
dards.

Govt to ensure maximum dev. of....
Cotinued from page 1

‘Will not sit idle until...
Continued from page 1

the polio eradication ef-
forts and also distributed
shields among the family
members of the martyred
polio workers and also to
those who sustained inju-
ries during the polio vacci-
nation drives.

“Around 40 cases have
been reported across four
provinces. Today, we make
a pledge to handle these
cases effectively. We will
not sit idle until the virus is
eliminated from the coun-
try. This is a challenge
which we have accepted,”
he remarked.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz said the existence
of polio only in Pakistan
and Afghanistan was a mat-
ter of concern and a chal-
lenge that needed to be

handled through concerted
efforts.

In his address, Coordi-
nator to PM on National
Health Services Dr
Mukhtar Bharath said the
constant oversight of the
polio eradication efforts at
the prime ministerial level
was unprecedented which
also gave hope for Pakistan
to get rid of the virus.

He assured the
government’s all-out sup-
port to the polio workers
and said the event was also
held to acknowledge their
dedicated efforts and sacri-
fices.

He said the surge in
polio cases, caused by an
immunity gap, was a mat-
ter of concern and resolved
that the polio vaccination
teams would reach every
household to vaccinate ev-

ery child to ensure no one
was left behind.

Prime Minister’s Focal
Person on Polio Eradication
Senator Ayesha Raza said
considering the surge in
polio cases, the government
had launched a strategy to
cope with the challenge
with renewed vigour.

She also thanked the
prime minister for person-
ally overseeing the anti-po-
lio efforts and expressed
the hope that such dedica-
tion, repeated vaccination
and efforts by the polio
workers would make Paki-
stan a polio-free country
soon.

She said under the po-
lio vaccination drive,
around 400,000 polio work-
ers would be deployed to
administer polio vaccines to
around 45 million children.

Pak achieves macroeconomic stability, moving
to attain economic goals: Finance Minister

WASHINGTON  (APP):  Federal  Minister  for  Finance
and  Revenue,  Senator  Muhammad  Aurangzeb  on
Thursday said that Pakistan  has  achieved  macroeco-
nomic stability and now the country’s  economy  is  moving
towards  attaining  its  economic  goals.

Aurangzeb  expressed  these  words  with  the  Agence
France-Presse  (AFP)  while  leading  Pakistan’s  delega-
tion to the annual meetings of the World Bank and Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF)  headquarters in Wash-
ington.

He  has  touted  progress  on  the  country’s  current
account  deficit  and  the  stabilization  of  the  Pakistani
rupee,  which  has  depreciated  against  the  US  dollar  by
about  65  percent  since  2020.

“In  May  and  June  on  the  back  of  this  macroeco-
nomic  stability  and  building  up  on  our  reserves,  we
paid  more  than  $2  billion  to  our  existing  international
investors,”  he  said.

Aurangzeb  said  Pakistan  had  been  behind  on
existing  profit  and  dividend  repayments  when  the
current  government  took  office,  and  had  taken  steps
to  remedy  that  after  making  progress  on  macroeco-
nomic  stability.

The  finance  minister  said  that  alongside  privatiz-
ing  state-owned  enterprises  (SOEs),  Pakistan’s  IMF
deal  also  rests  on  increasing  its  tax  base,  and
reforming  of  the  country’s  power  sector.

Aurangzeb  told  AFP  there  was  a  common  theme
between  all  three  major  issues.

Pakistan  is  hoping  to  finalize  the  delayed
privatization  of  its  flag  carrier  and  the  outsourcing  of
Islamabad’s  international  airport  in  November,  the
minister  said.

During  a  previous  interview  with  AFP  in  April,
Aurangzeb  had  said  he  hoped  the  privatization  of  the
government-owned  Pakistan  International  Airlines  (PIA)
could  be  completed  by  June  2024.

The  finance  minister  said  the  five-month  delay
was  down  to  two  factors:  ensuring  macroeconomic
stability,  and  doing  the  proper  due  diligence  of  the
interested  parties.

“The  reality  is,  when  any  foreign  investor  comes
in,  or  even  the  local  investor,  who  is  going  to  put  in
a  substantial  amount  of  money,  they  want  to  ensure
that  the  foundation  is  there,”  he  said,  referring  to
macroeconomic  factors.

Policeman  martyred  as
terrorists  attacked  SWU’s

account  office  in  Tank
DERA  ISMAIL  KHAN
(APP):  A  policeman  was
martyred  and  another  got
injured  as  terrorists  at-
tacked  District  Accounts
Office  South  Waziristan
Upper  (SWU)  situated  in
Tank  on  Thursday.

According  to  police
spokesman,  the  terrorists,
riding  on  two  motorcycles,
entered  into  District  Ac-
count  Office  of  South
Waziristan  Upper  situated
in  Branch  Street  of  Tank
and  opened  fire  at  on-
duty  constable  named  Zia
ur  Rehmanem,  who  was
martyred  on  the  spot.
Another  constable  retali-
ated  and  one  of  the  at-
tackers  also  got  injured.
However,  the  terrorists
take  away  their  accom-
plice  and  managed  to  es-

cape  from  the  scene  on
motorcycles.

After  receiving  infor-
mation  about  the  attack,
DSB,  Army,  CTD  and
local  police  reached  the
site  and  cleared  the  Dis-
trict  Accounts  Office.

No  official  of  Ac-
counts  office  was  injured
in  the  attack.  As  many  as
16  constables  were  de-
puted  on  security  duty  of
the  district  accounts  office
out  of  which  only  three
constables  were  present  on
the  duty. Later,  District
Police  Officer  Aslam
Nawaz  Khan  along  with
two  SPs,  3DSPs,  SHOs,
CTD,  MRAP,  APC,  LEAs
and  around  200  policemen
reached  the  site  and  started
search  and  strike  operation
in  the  area.

Bilawal reiterates  commitment
of polio  eradication in  Pakistan

KARACHI  (APP):  Chair-
man  Pakistan  People’s
Party  (PPP)  Bilawal
Bhutto  Zardari  has  reiter-
ated  his  strong  commit-
ment  to  the  complete
eradication  of  polio,  a  glo-
bal  health  challenge  that
continues  to  threaten  the
future  of  children,  par-
ticularly  in  Pakistan.

In  his  message  on
World  Polio  Day,  Chair-
man  reflected  on
Pakistan’s  historical  ef-
forts  to  combat  polio,  led
by  Shaheed  Mohtarma
Benazir  Bhutto,  and  em-
phasized  the  need  for  re-
newed  determination  in
the  face  of  recent  set-
backs. In  a  press  release
issued  by  the  Media  Cell
Bilawal  House,  Chairman
PPP  paid  tribute  to
Shaheed  Mohtarma
Benazir  Bhutto,  who
launched  the  anti-polio
campaign  in  Pakistan  dur-
ing  her  government  de-
spite  significant  opposi-
tion. “The  anti-polio  drive
was  initiated  under  the
visionary  leadership  of
Shaheed  Mohtarma
Benazir  Bhutto,  who  took
bold  steps  to  protect  the
health  of  the  nation’s  chil-
dren,”  he  said.

“She  personally  ad-
ministered  the  polio  vac-
cine  to  her  own  daughter,

Aseefa  Bhutto  Zardari,
making  her  the  first  child
in  Pakistan  to  receive  the
vaccine.”

This  historic  moment
set  the  tone  for  Pakistan’s
commitment  to  eradicat-
ing  the  disease.

Chairman  Bilawal
Bhutto  Zardari  expressed
concern  over  the  fact  that
39  new  cases  of  polio
have  been  reported  in
Pakistan  this  year,  under-
scoring  the  urgent  need
for  continuous  efforts  to
prevent  the  spread  of  the
virus. “While  significant
progress  has  been  made
over  the  years,  the  recent
surge  in  polio  cases  is  a
reminder  that  our  work  is
far  from  over.  Every
child’s  health  and  future
must  remain  our  top  pri-
ority,”  he  added.

Bilawal  Bhutto
Zardari  praised  the  re-
lentless  efforts  of  health
workers  who  risk  their
lives  to  ensure  every  child
is  vaccinated,  calling  them
the  true  heroes  of
Pakistan’s  fight  against
polio.

“It  is  because  of  these
courageous  health  work-
ers  that  we  have  made
progress,  but  we  must
not  lose  sight  of  the  goal,
a  polio-free  Pakistan.
Their  safety  and  support

must  be  prioritized  so  that
they  can  continue  their
vital  work”,  Bilawal  said.

He  emphasized  that
eradicating  polio  is  not
only  a  public  health  pri-
ority  but  also  a  matter  of
social  equity  and  justice.
“Polio  disproportionately
affects  the  most  vulner-
able  in  our  society,  and
no  child  should  be  left
unprotected  from  a  dis-
ease  that  is  entirely  pre-
ventable.  We  must  ensure
that  polio  vaccines  reach
every  corner  of  the  coun-
try,  especially  underserved
and  high-risk  communi-
ties.”

Chairman  PPP  also
called  upon  political,  so-
cial,  and  religious  leaders
to  unite  in  raising  aware-
ness  about  the  importance
of  vaccination  and  ad-
dressing  misconceptions
or  resistance  to  polio
campaigns. As  Pakistan
marks  World  Polio  Day,
Chairman  Bilawal  Bhutto
Zardari  reaffirmed  the
PPP’s  commitment  to
upholding  the  ideals  of
Shaheed  Benazir  Bhutto
and  eradicating  polio  once
and  for  all.  “We  owe  it  to
our  children  to  make  Pa-
kistan  polio-free,  and  this
will  remain  our  party’s
priority  until  the  last  case
of  polio  is  eradicated.”

PM meets newly appointed
community & labour

welfare attaches
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday di-
rected the newly appointed
community and labor wel-
fare attachés at Pakistani
missions abroad to work
diligently to find employ-
ment opportunities for
skilled workers from Paki-
stan.

“I am confident that
your appointment has
taken place through a highly
transparent process,” the
prime minister said while
talking to the group of the
attaches here at the PM
House.

He directed that the
welfare of the overseas Pa-
kistani community should
be their top priority.

“Overseas Pakistanis
who are bringing valuable
foreign exchange worth bil-
lions of dollars to Pakistan

are our assets,” he said.
The prime minister in-

structed to always keep
Pakistan’s interests in their
mind besides making vigor-
ous efforts to promote
Pakistan’s image abroad.

The prime minister di-
rected the newly appointed
attaches to also seek op-
portunities to bring busi-
ness and investment to Pa-
kistan.

The officials briefed the
prime minister about their
action plans related to their
respective stations.

The prime minister ex-
pressed his best wishes for
the officials.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Prime
Minister’s Special Assis-
tant Tariq Fatemi, the Prime
Minister’s Coordinator
Rana Ehsan Afzal, and other
senior government officials.

Another petition filed
in SC against 26th

constitutional amend.
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Another petition has been
filed in Supreme Court
(SC) against 26th consti-
tutional amendment.

All political parties
including PML-N and
PPP have been made re-
spondents in the petition.

The petition against
26th const itutional
amendment has been filed
by Afrasyab Khattak.

The petit ioner has
taken the plea inquiry be
held into it whether the
members  of assembly
cast  vo te  in  favor  o f
2 6 th  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
amendment voluntarily or
under coercion. SC should

either conduct inquiry on
its own or it should get
hold inquiry through Ju-
dicial Commission (JC)
on the matter of pres-
surizing the members of
assembly.

Th e  r esolution on
26th const itutional
amendment has not been
approved in correct way.
The election disputes of
members of assembly are
pending in Election tribu-
nal

The petit ioner re-
quested the court to reject
the 26th constitutional
amendment by declaring it
against the independence
of judiciary.

Ugandan delegation
visits NADRA HQ,
explores collaborative

opportunities
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-powered delegation
from Ugandan authorities,
led by Ms Lucy Nakyobe
Mbonye, Head Public Sec-
retary and Secretary to
Cabinet, visited the Na-
tional Database and Regis-
tration Authority
(NADRA) Headquarters in
Islamabad on Thursday.

NADRA’s senior man-
agement welcomed the del-
egation and held a comprehen-
sive briefing on effective man-
agement of the national iden-
tity system and innovative
technological solutions de-
veloped by NADRA. The
delegation commended the
systems developed by
NADRA, which effectively
manage the national identi-
ties of the world’s third-larg-
est demographic segment.
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ISLAMABAD: Provincial Ombudsperson on Protection of Women Against
Harassment at Workplace, KP, Rukhshanda Naz, Minister for Social Wel-
fare and Women Development, GB, Dilshad Bano, Executive Director PODA,
Sameena Nazir presenting a certificate to a participant at Closing ceremony
of 17th Annual Rural Women Leadership Training Conference held under
the auspices of PODA – Pakistan at Lok Virsa in the Federal Capital.

Quetta

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change and Environmental Coordina-
tion, Romina Khurshid Alam signs Statement of Understanding (SoU) with private sector members to
mitigate nitric acid mitigation pact for enhanced national climate action held at the Ministry of Climate
Change and Environmental Coordination in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar held a meeting with Lawyers from various Bar Associations.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
addresses at the opening ceremony of the ‘Paki-
stan Sustainability Summit’ held at a local hotel.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Housing & Works, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada, Ambassador of Hungary in Islamabad, Béla Fazekas and others cut-
ting a cake on the occasion of the National Day of Hungary.

ISLAMABAD: Joint Secretary MoITT, Ms. Saima
Ahad, CEO of Universal Service Fund, Ch.
Mudassar Naveed, and Oncologist Dr. Muhammad
Farrukh lead the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk
organized by the Universal Service Fund (USF) at
Fatima Jinnah Park in the Federal Capital.

Bike lifter
gang held;
seven bikes
recovered

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police on Thursday
apprehended two wanted
members of a notorious bike
lifter gang involved in nu-
merous bike thefts and re-
covered seven stolen mo-
torbikes from their posses-
sions.

According to a police
spokesperson, under the
special directions of In-
spector General (IG) Police
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, the
ICT Police have intensified
their crackdown on crimi-
nal elements to eliminate
crime from the city. In this
regard, the Shahzad Town
police team used technical
and human resources, suc-
cessfully apprehending
two wanted members of the
bike lifter gang.

Law minister holds
meeting with bar

councils’ representatives
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The representatives of dif-
ferent bar councils on
Thursday met Minister for
Law and Justice Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar.

The representatives
of bar associations from
Jhelum, Khushab, Sohawa,
Chunian and Nurpur Thal
held meeting with the law
minister.

They discussed the
discussion on various issues
related to bar councils.

The law minister said
that Bank of Punjab
branches and counters will

be opened in court pre-
mises after discussing with
the Punjab government and
the Punjab Bar Council on
the issues of court fees and
stamps.

The contact has been
established between the
Vice Chairman Punjab Bar
Council Chaudhry Babar
Waheed and the manage-
ment of Bank of Punjab.

He assured that full
cooperation while discuss-
ing the problems of law-
yers and said that govern-
ment prioritizes welfare
schemes for lawyers.

IHC directs
jail admin to
present PTI

founder
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday directed
the Adiala Jail administra-
tion to present the PTI
founder before court on
coming Thursday for his
meeting with lawyers.

The court said that
the jail administration has
to tell the certain security
threat if the PTI founder is
not brought here.

Justice Sardar Ijaz
Ishaq Khan remarked that
the interior ministry should
also present the report and
explain that what security
threats are there. The court
remarked that even the law-
yers were not allowed to
meet their clients in jail,
adding that it was a con-
tempt of court.

NA Speaker calls for
polio vaccination for
all children under five
ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Thursday urged everyone
to make sure all children
under five get polio vaccine
drops to help eliminate po-
lio in Pakistan and create a
healthier future for kids.

In his World Polio
Day message, speaker said
polio is a debilitating dis-
ease that leads to disability
in children, and it is our
shared duty to safeguard
them from it. Sadly, Paki-
stan remains one of the few
countries where the polio-
virus is still present.The
speaker appealed to the
nation to ensure all children
under five years receive
polio vaccine drops, stress-
ing the importance of col-
lective efforts to protect
them from this debilitating

disease.
Ayaz Sadiq stated that

the surge in polio cases is
alarming, emphasizing that
protecting children from the
poliovirus is a collective
responsibility as they are
the future of the nation.

He highlighted the ne-
cessity of unified action to
shield children from the
poliovirus. He urged all sec-
tors of society to collabo-
rate in the fight against po-
lio. Sadiq also commended
frontline health workers for
their relentless dedication in
providing door-to-door
polio vaccinations, recog-
nizing their vital contribu-
tion to combating the dis-
ease.

The speaker appealed
to the nation to ensure all
children under five years
receive polio vaccine drops.

Rubina emphasizes
importance of skill

development
ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Chairperson  of  the
Benazir  Income  Support
Programme  (BISP),  Sena-
tor  Rubina  Khalid  Thurs-
day  emphasized  the  im-
portance  of  skill  develop-
ment  in  transforming  li-
abilities  into  valuable  as-
sets.

During  her  visit  to
the  Riphah  Institute  of
Hospitality  and  Culinary
Arts  (RIHCA),  she  high-
lighted  that  empowering
beneficiaries  with  skills
could  help  them  break  the
cycle  of  poverty  while
also  creating  opportuni-
ties  for  others  in  need  of
social  protection.

Senator  Rubina
Khalid  stressed  the  sig-
nificance  of  international
standard  certifications  in
addressing  Pakistan’s  chal-
lenges.

She  called  for  high-
quality  training  programs
to  unlock  potential,  par-

ticularly  in  the  nursing
sector,  and  urged  organi-
zations  to  provide  world-
class  training  and  certifi-
cations.

Chancellor  Hassan
Muhammad  Khan  briefed
Senator  Khalid  on  the
initiatives  of  RIHCA,  fo-
cusing  on  vocational  train-
ing  and  the  medical-tech-
nical  fields.

“RIHCA  operates  in
various  cities  and  serves
nearly  30,000  students,”
he  noted.

Both  leaders  agreed
on  the  importance  of  in-
tegrating  work  ethics  and
hygiene  into  skill  devel-
opment  programs  to  cul-
tivate  professionally  com-
petent  and  ethical  leaders
for  the  future.

Chairperson  BISP
also  interacted  with  fe-
male  trainees  at  RIHCA
and  cut  a  cake  baked  by
them  in  celebration  of
‘World  Chef  Day’.

NRSP announces launch
of GCF-Funded $50mln
Climaventures Program

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The  National  Rural  Sup-
port  Programme  (NRSP)
on  Thursday  announced
the  launch  of  its  $50
million  Climaventures
Programme.

The  NRSP  acknowl-
edged  the  role  of  the  Gov-
ernment  of  Pakistan  and
the  Ministry  of  Climate
Change  and  Environmen-
tal  Coordination  for  their
unwavering  support,  a
news  release  said.

The  Green  Climate
Fund  committed  $25  mil-
lion  to  Climaventures  at
its  40th  Board  Meeting
held  in  Korea  on  October
22.

Investment  Officer  of
the  Green  Climate  Fund
(GCF),  Henry  Gonzalez
said,  ‘’We  are  proud  to
support  Climaventures,  a
pioneering  initiative  that
develops  homegrown  cli-
mate  solutions  by  lever-
aging  Pakistan’s  growing
start-up  ecosystem.  The
project  aims  to  demon-
strate  that  local  climate
needs  can  be  met
affordably,  with  strong
demand  for  climate  prod-
ucts  and  services,  while
offering  investors  finan-

cial  returns  on  climate
impact.’’

Climaventures  is
poised  to  be  a
groundbreaking  initiative
designed  to  kickstart
Pakistan’s  climate  startup
ecosystem  and  accelerate
Pakistan’s  transition  to-
wards  a  low-carbon,  cli-
mate-resilient  economy.

Pakistani  Board
Member  of  the  GCF,
Nauman  Bashir  Bhatti
said,  “I  congratulate
NRSP  for  the  approval
of  the  project.  Although
this  is  Pakistan’s  9th
project  for  which  the  GCF
Board  has  approved  fund-
ing,  it  is  the  first  indig-
enously  conceived  and
designed  equity  project
from  Pakistan’s  direct  ac-
cess  entity  aimed  at  mo-
bilizing  the  domestic  pri-
vate  sector  for  climate
action  in  Pakistan.’’

Venture  Accelerator,
the  foundational  compo-
nent  with  a  size  of  USD
10  million,  will  provide
financial  and  technical
support  to  ideation-stage
climate-focused  busi-
nesses,  helping  them  de-
velop  and  scale  their  cli-
mate  products.

IIUI  &  UNICEF join
hand for child rights

protection in Pak

Climate Change ministry signs nitric acid
mitigation pact to boost climate action

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Climate
Change and Environmental
Coordination signed the
crucial Nitric Acid Climate
Action Group (NACAG)
Statement of Undertaking
(SoU), committing to re-
duce nitrous oxide emis-
sions in the country’s ni-
tric acid industry.

The signing ceremony
was attended by First Sec-
retary at the German Em-
bassy; Janine Rohwer, and
Coordinator for Energy,
Climate Change and Just
Transition at GIZ Pakistan,
Wolfgang Hesse.

The Coordinator to
the Prime Minister on Cli-
mate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam confirmed
present government’s in-
tention to implement poli-
cies to cut nitrous oxide
emissions from nitric acid

production in the long-term,
a news release said.

Following this deci-
sion by the Ministry of
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination,
Fatima Fertilizers Multan
Plant has become eligible
for financial support from
the NACAG Secretariat to
install catalysts for mitigat-
ing nitrous oxide emissions
and measuring technology
in its production facilities.

Addressing the SoU
signing ceremony, PM’s cli-
mate aide Romina Khurshid
Aam said that with the SoU
signing with the private sec-
tor, Pakistan has become the
11th country to formally
sign the understanding of
collaboration, alongside Ar-
gentina, Colombia, Georgia,
Jordan, Mexico, Peru, Thai-
land, Tunisia, Uzbekistan,
and Zimbabwe to reduce

over four million tons of
CO2 equivalent emissions
annually in the country’s
nitric acid sector.

“Today marks a sig-
nificant step forward in
Pakistan’s efforts to com-
bat climate change and ad-
vance sustainable develop-
ment.

The NACAG initia-
tive plays a vital role in our
climate action strategy, and
we are grateful for the sup-
port from the German gov-
ernment and GIZ,” Romina
Khurshid Alam remarked.

The nitrous oxide
emission reduction poten-
tial in the fertilizer sector
in Pakistan has been esti-
mated at around 1.86 mil-
lion tons of Carbon dioxide
equivalent (CO2eq) per
year. Nitrous oxide is an
odorless, colorless, non-
flammable gas. Its global

warming potential is nearly
300 times that of carbon
dioxide over a 100-year
time scale.

The coordinator to the
Prime Minister reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to
reduce the country’s green-
house gas emissions by
aligning national actions
with international agree-
ments like the Paris Agree-
ment.

In April 2020, Paki-
stan declared its commit-
ment to helping ensure
abatement of N2O from ni-
tric acid production by
signing the N2O Mitiga-
tion Declaration, she re-
called, adding that nitric
acid producers in Pakistan
became eligible for over 7
million euros grant for ad-
vanced abatement technol-
ogy and monitoring equip-
ment.

US envoy lauds restoration
of Karachi’s historic Frere

Hall at completion ceremony

Irfan praises Uzbekistan’s initiative
to commence flights operaiton

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Senate
Standing Committee on For-
eign Affairs, Senator Irfan
Siddiqui, met with
Uzbekistan’s Ambassador to
Pakistan, Alisher Tukhtayev,
on Thursday and discussed
areas of mutual interest,
with a particular focus on
enhancing bilateral trade.

During the meeting,
Senator Siddiqui warmly
welcomed the newly ap-
pointed ambassador and
extended his best wishes for

a successful tenure.
He acknowledged the

invitation to observe the
elections to the Legislative
Chamber of the Oliy Majlis
of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, scheduled for
October 27, 2024, express-
ing his enthusiasm for wit-
nessing this important
democratic event.

He also thanked the
Central Election Commis-
sion of Uzbekistan for in-
viting a delegation of Paki-
stani senators to observe

the elections. Ambassador
Tukhtayev announced the
launch of direct flights be-
tween Lahore and
Tashkent, which will later
be extended to other major
cities in Pakistan.

Irfan Siddiqui praised
Uzbekistan’s initiative to
commence flights starting
next month, stating that this
development will signifi-
cantly boost trade, tourism,
and people-to-people ex-
changes between the two
countries.

EC reserves judgment on
PTI leader Raja petition
regarding change of ET

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission (EC)
has reserved judgment on
PTI leader Raja Khurram
Nawaz petition regarding
change of Election Tribunal
(ET).

Petition by Raja
Khurram Nawaz regarding
change of ET came up for
hearing in EC Thursday.

A 4-member bench of
EC presided over by Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja
took up the petition for
hearing.

The counsels of Ali
Bokhari and Raja Khurram
Nawaz appeared in the
court.

Counsel for Ali
Bokhari said how the pro-
ceeding has to be done. I
want to read paragraph

about it.
Member KP said to

my view he has read it three
to four times. CEC re-
marked, no, read it what
you want to read.

Counsel for Ali
Bokhari said lack of trust
instead of 62 has been writ-
ten in what amended peti-
tion has come, Word has
been changed. All the
grounds are the same what
were in the previous peti-
tion.

Counsel for Raja
Khurram Nawaz said law
does not prevent me that
we make amendment in the
petition. it was said from
their side that we used
wrong language. They have
no trust on system. To us
this system has given pow-
ers.

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
UNICEF  Pakistan  and  the
Islamic  Research  Institute
(IRI)  of  the  International
Islamic  University
Islamabad  (IIUI)  signed  a
Memorandum  of  Under-
standing  (MoU)  on
Thursday  to  enhance  the
protection  of  children’s
rights  in  Pakistan.

The  MoU  was  part
of  the  launch  of  a  re-
search  initiative  focused
on  applying  behavioral
science  to  facilitate  social
dialogue  and  transforma-
tion  regarding  child  rights.

The  speakers  under-
scored  the  importance  of
ensuring  children’s  rights

to  survival,  education,  and
protection  against  vio-
lence. They  pointed  out
that  the  challenge  lies  not
in  legislation  but  in  soci-
etal  attitudes  that  often
condone  discrimination
and  violence  against  chil-
dren. The  signing  cer-
emony  took  place  at  the
Allama  Iqbal  Auditorium,
with  Mr.  Abdullah  A.  Fadil,
UNICEF’s  Country  Chief,
as  the  chief  guest. Rana
Mashood  Ahmad  Khan,
Chairman  of  the  Prime
Minister’s  Youth  Program,
chaired  the  event,  which
also  featured  prominent
guests  such  as  Justice
Muhammad  Anwer .Toshakhana case

PTI founder appeal plea
against his conviction

fixed for hearing
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Appeal pleas of PTI
founder against his convic-
tion in Toshakhana case has
been fixed for hearing.

The hearing of ap-
peals will take place on
October 29.

The petition seeking
early fixation of appeals
against conviction of Imran
Khan came up for hearing
in IHC Thursday.

A division bench of

IHC comprising Chief Jus-
tice (CJ) Aamer Farooq and
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb heard the case.

The court accepted
the petition for fixing the
appeal pleas for early hear-
ing. The court directed to
fix the appeal pleas for hear-
ing on October 29.

PTI founder had filed
appeal plea in IHC against
decision of district court in
Toshakhana case.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The United States (US)
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Donald Blome on Thurs-
day praised the successful
completion of the restora-
tion of the historic Frere
Hall, a project funded by
the US Ambassadors Fund
for Cultural Preservation
(AFCP).

Addressing a cer-
emony held at Frere Hall,
Karachi, Ambassador
Blome expressed his admi-
ration for the initiative, stat-
ing that the restoration
symbolizes the shared val-
ues and collaborative spirit
between the US and Paki-
stan.

He said, “On behalf of
the US government and the
American people, it is an
honor to join you today as
we celebrate the completion
of this remarkable project.
Thanks to the AFCP, Frere
Hall will continue to serve
as a space for Karachi’s vi-
brant artistic community
and as a testament to the
city’s rich cultural heritage.”

Ambassador Blome
highlighted the cultural and
educational significance of
Frere Hall, noting that the
restoration project rein-
forces its role as a center
for civic engagement and
learning in the heart of
Karachi. He commended
the Sindh Exploration and
Adventure Society (SEAS)
for their leadership in the
restoration effort, led by
Dr. Asma Ibrahim and Dr.
Kaleemullah Lashari. The
project, which spanned
three years, involved local
students in learning the
skills of historic preserva-
tion, reflecting a commit-
ment not only to cultural
heritage but also to skill de-
velopment and economic
growth.

“Restoring Frere Hall
and making it structurally
safer and more accessible
for public gatherings like
today—and for the fu-
ture—is a powerful sym-
bol of the bond between the
US and Pakistan,” he re-
marked.

AIOU establishes museum
to preserve 50 Years of

historical legacy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) has officially
inaugurated the “AIOU
History Museum” to pre-
serve its 50-year legacy.
The museum was inaugu-
rated on Thursday by
Hassan Nasir Jami, Secre-
tary of the National Heri-
tage and Culture Division.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Mr. Atadjan
Movlamov, Ambassador of
Turkmenistan to Pakistan,
along with diplomats from
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Iran, Russia, Turkey, and
Malaysia, as well as AIOU
Vice Chancellor Professor
Dr. Nasir Mahmood, Dr.
Farhat Asif, President of
the Institute of Peace and
Diplomatic Studies, and Dr.
Saleem Mazhar, Director
General of the National
Language Promotion De-
partment and senior teach-
ers and officers of the Uni-

versity.
Two separate corners

of Turkmenistan and Ira-
nian cultures have also been
set up in the AIOU History
Museum.

Following the inaugu-
ration, an international con-
ference was held to com-
memorate the “300th Birth
Anniversary of Turkmen
Poet Magtymguly Pyragy
and the Legacy of Dr.
Allama Muhammad
Iqbal.” Federal Secretary
Hassan Nasir Jami ex-
pressed enthusiasm for the
museum’s establishment
and emphasized its poten-
tial to strengthen research
and cultural ties between
Pakistan and
Turkmenistan.

Professor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood noted that Iqbal,
who emerged 150 years af-
ter Pyragy, shared similar
values of patriotism, dig-
nity, and humanity.

12 outlaws
arrested;

drugs, weapons
recovered

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police on Thursday
apprehended 12 criminals
involved in various crimi-
nal activities, and recovered
drugs and weapons, along
with ammunition from their
possessions. A public rela-
tions officer of the police
told APP that, under the
special directions of In-
spector General (IG) Police
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, the
ICT Police have intensified
their crackdown on crimi-
nal elements to eliminate
crime from the city. In this
regard, teams from the
Islamabad Police, including
Bhara Kahu, Khanna, Karachi
Company, Golra, Nilore,
Bani Gala police stations.

Lok Virsa calls
vendors,

artisans to
book stalls for
Lok Mela in
November

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Institute of
Folk and Traditional Heri-
tage (Lok Virsa) has called
all vendors and artisans
from across the country to
book stalls for becoming
part of the much-awaited
annual cultural event of
“Lok Mela”, scheduled to
be held from November 08-
17 in Islamabad. The event
is being arranged by Lok Virsa
which is an autonomous cul-
tural organization working
under National Heritage.
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Curtain call
The controversy surrounding
the full-court verdict, where a
majority of eight Supreme
Court judges favoured restor-
ing PTI as a parliamentary
party and granting it reserved
seats, continues to simmer.

Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa,
part of the minority in the
case, has raised concerns
about the legal ity of the
majority’s decision to issue
clarifications on queries from
the ECP. In his dissenting
note, the CJP makes a valid
point: once the full court had
issued its verdict, the eight
judges had no authority to act
independently and issue clari-
fications to queries put forth
to the court. He rightly con-
tends that the responses
should have been routed
through official channels in
line with protocol.

And yet, while his critique
of the judges’ overreach is
valid, his leadership has faced
criticism for failing to enforce
the full court’s decision. As
chief justice, he had a respon-
sibility to ensure that the rul-
ing was implemented, even if
he disagreed with it. His in-
ability to push for its imple-
mentation gives one the im-
pression he may have been
quietly aligned with the view
that the ruling should not be
enforced. This failure to act
raises concerns about his
leadership during a critical
period for the judiciary.

The CJP’s note marks the
end of a tumultuous tenure
marred by decisions that some
saw as unnecessarily divisive.
His handling of cases like the
ones pertaining to PTI’s bat
symbol and Article 63-A are
examples where his rulings
appeared more focused on
technicalities and less on jus-
tice. In the bat case, he was
clear in upholding the ECP’s
stance against the PTI, refus-
ing the party its election sym-
bol due to legal technicalities.
Yet, this decision appeared to
be more of a punitive gesture
towards the PTI.Similarly, the
timing of the Article 63-A rul-
ing — which dealt with toeing
party lines — stirred signifi-
cant debate. The forces that
hunger for influence over the
political and judicial landscape
were firmly against the man
at the start but appear sated
now.

On the other hand, the
chief justice, who was once
viewed as a crusader for judi-
cial integrity has left many of
his initial supporters disillu-
sioned. Once lauded as one of
the finest jurists, he will now
leave a complex legacy, with
his dissent symbolising the
divisions within the apex
court.

Adding to this quagmire is
the appointment of Justice
Yahya Afridi as the new CJP,
passing over Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah, who was a strong
contender being the next most
senior judge.

There is, however, hope
that under Justice Afridi, the
court can move beyond the
discord and heal the frac-
tures that developed under
CJP Isa’s watch. The nation
needs a judiciary that up-
holds justice without de-
scending into internecine
strife — a hope that rests on
Justice Afridi’s shoulders as
he dons the robe.

Milk the public Divisive canals
F.S. Aijazuddin

Perhaps the inspiration
came from milking the buf-
falo his father-in-law gave
him. Or the hardships he
endured during his training
for the Olympics 2024, in
which he won the gold
medal for his record-break-
ing javelin throw. It is said
that recently, when invited
to be a motivational
speaker at a school in
Lahore, someone on his
behalf demanded a fee of
Rs50 lakhs.

Instant celebrities
have just cause. In the
1960s, the British model
Mandy-Rice Davies
charged an exorbitant fee
from a Sunday rag for her
revelations about the
Profumo scandal. Her jus-
tification? She needed to
pro-vide for her “predict-
ably insecure future”.

Was that the rationale
for the startling increase
approved last year in the
perquisites for Senate
chairmen, past, present
and future? Their benefits
extend over nine pages and
into the lifetime of the ben-
eficiaries. Clearly, John F.
Kennedy’s advice is lost
on our legislators: “Ask not
what your country can do
for you — ask what you
can do for your country.”

Milking our country
is now a given. A former
president is supposed to
have told an incoming State
Bank governor: “I am the
president; therefore, un-
derstand that the State
Bank is my bank.”

A shameful example
of this ‘your hand in the
public pocket’ attitude has
been the Diamer-Bhasha
dam project, located on the
River Indus between
Kohistan and the Diamer
district in Gilgit-Baltistan.

In 1998, prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif inaugu-
rated the Diamer-Bhasha
project, designed to gener-
ate 4,500 megawatts of
electricity. It should have
been completed in nine
years. Ten years later, in
2018, unfinished, its cost
has ballooned from an

original Rs479 billion to
Rs1,400bn.

Wapda (hitherto re-
sponsible for the construc-
tion of dams) warned that
at least $12bn would be re-
quired to build Diamer-
Bhasha dam — $7bn for
power generation and an-
other $5bn for infrastruc-
ture. The hilly terrain pre-
cludes any arterial irrigation
canals.

In July 2018, the then
chief justice ordered a na-
tional fund to be estab-
lished to finance its con-
struction. Two days later,
the then prime minister
added his PMO’s name to
the CJ’s project. Commer-
cial banks and cellular com-
panies became the conduits
to receive contributions
from a gullible public.

Within six months,
the dam fund rapidly ac-
cumulated $66.7 million.
After July 2019, deposits
dwindled to a trickle. The
public was assured that the
fund’s status would be
“regularly updated” before
the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan. As if the backlog of
43,800 cases was not bur-
den enough, the Supreme
Court constituted an
implementation bench of
five apex court judges. It
did not examine the
progress reports. All five
judges of the bench have
since retired and never been
replaced.

Meanwhile, Wapda
disbursed Rs115.9bn for
land acquisition, and Paki-
stan signed a Rs442bn con-
tract with China Power and
FWO to execute the
project.

The billions spent on
direct and indirect adver-
tising has never been dis-
closed.

In October 2024, 26
years after its inauguration,
the Supreme Court finally
examined the fund’s status.
It was told that the fund
had received Rs23.7bn, of
which the amount col-
lected was Rs11.5bn. The
mark-up earned on it paid
to the apex court by the
federal government was
Rs.12.2bn.  The court

noted that the fund’s ac-
count constituted only
3.2 per cent of the money
required to complete the
dam.

Today, Wapda pre-
dicts the dam will involve
a financial  outlay of
Rs1,406.5bn. It antici-
pates a completion date
of February 2029. The
Supreme Court has or-
dered the fund’s assets to
be transferred to the pub-
lic exchequer and buried
the moribund fund.

Are the court and the
Prime Minister’s Office
liable for misrepresenta-
tion, because the public’s
contributions have not
been applied towards
their original purpose?
The fund provided no
mechanism for refunds to
subscribers. Their money
has disappeared in the
federal government’s bot-
tomless well.

That the Chinese are
now co-partners in the
project’s implementation
is reassuring. They know
something about dams.
After the gigantic Three
Gorges Dam, China is
planning a ‘mother of all
dams’ — a 60,000 MW
Motuo mega dam on the
Yarlung Tsangpo River in
Tibet. This river (known
in India  as the
Brahmaputra) supplies
water to  an estimated
1.8bn people within
China and in  India,
Bhutan, and Bangladesh.

Understandably, In-
dia has retaliated with a
plan to build a 11,000
MW hydropower and res-
ervoir project on the Siang
River in Arunachal’s Up-
per Siang district. India
fears that China’s mega
dam will allow China, be-
ing in the upper riparian,
to  “curtail the river ’s
flow during the lean sea-
son and trigger artificial
floods during the rainy
season”.

Could China’s mega
dam be our insurance
against India’s arbitrary ab-
rogation of the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty?  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Naseer Memon
Amid rapidly depleting
water resources, Punjab
has embarked upon an ex-
ercise to build new canals
and develop new com-
mand areas. The Green
Pakistan Initiative is pur-
suing its agenda of
ploughing millions of
acres of hitherto barren
land, especially in
Cholistan.

With an appetite for
large-scale corporate agri-
culture, it is pressing the
government to complete
six strategic canals on a
fast-track basis. These in-
clude the Chubara Canal
as the second phase of the
Greater Thal Canal, the
Kachhi Canal, the Rainee
Canal, the Thar Canal, the
Chashma Right Bank Ca-
nal  and the Cholistan
Flood Feeder Canal. The
total command area of
these canals is 3.58 mil-
lion acres.

Sindh, the lowest ri-
parian, is upset at the re-
cent decision of the Cen-
tral Development Working
Party that disregarded its
objections and approved
the Cholistan Flood
Feeder Canal. This canal
is part of the Smaller
Cholistan irrigation
project proposed on the
Sutlej River. The canal will
further feed four canal
systems to irrigate 0.6m
acres in the Cholistan
desert of Bahawalpur and
Bahawal Nagar districts.
Water availability for this
project was certified by
the Indus River System
Authority (Irsa) in Janu-
ary 2024. Sindh has con-
cerns that the Sutlej re-
ceives water when India
releases surplus flows.
Hence the entire canal
system will be vulnerable
to uncertain flows. Cli-
mate change has rendered
flood flows unreliable.

Once water rights are
established, Punjab may
resort to diverting water
from the Indus zone
through link canals during
dry spells to sustain the
cropped area. Sindh’s con-

cerns are pending with the
Council of Common Inter-
ests. The federal govern-
ment should have deferred
the project until the CCI’s
decision on Sindh’s reser-
vations. The approval of
this canal will pave the
way for other components
of the Smaller Cholistan
project that will eventu-
ally irrigate 2m acres of
land.

The Chubara Canal is
a branch canal of the
Greater Thal Canal which
Sindh has objected to
since the start. Irsa ap-
proved the project on
May 7, 2002, whereas
Sindh and Irsa’s federal
members opposed it. Sub-
sequently, the Sindh As-
sembly adopted two con-
sensus resolutions in 2003
dismissing the project.
Later, the assembly also
adopted a resolution
spurning the Chaubara
Canal in November 2021.
The Executive Committee
of the National Economic
Council advised the Plan-
ning Commission to hold
meetings with the repre-
sentatives of Sindh and
Punjab. Sindh maintained
its dissent yet Ecnec ap-
proved this project on
March 16, 2022. Sindh
has referred the matter to
the CCI, where it awaits a
final decision.

The Kachhi Canal is
designed to irrigate 0.7m
acres of land in the Dera
Bugti, Nasirabad, Jhal
Magsi and Bolan areas of
Balochistan. The canal
with a capacity of 6,000
cusecs starts from the
Taunsa Barrage. Almost
75 per cent of the work
on the canal has been com-
pleted. The canal is ex-
posed to gushing hill tor-
rents descending from the
Dera Bugti hills. A drain
has been proposed to di-
vert the flows to protect
the canal structure.
Wapda, however, has ig-
nored the critical aspect of
the ultimate disposal of
water from this drain. It
suggested that the flows
be offloaded in Sindh’s
Hamal Lake through the

Right Bank Outfall Drain.
What Wapda did not
realise was that the esti-
mated flood could be of
100,000 cusecs, which is
beyond the capacity of the
RBOD and Hamal Lake.

Currently, four hill
torrents drain into the lake
with a flow of 44,000
cusecs. Exc-essive inflows
can burst the banks result-
ing in devastat ion in
Qambar Shahdakot and
Dadu districts. These fac-
tors should have been
thought of at the design
stage but in its eagerness
to comply with the orders
of the then ruler Gen
Musharraf, Wapda hastily
executed the project.

Wapda constr-uc-ted
the Rainee Ca-nal, hand-
ing it over to the Sindh
gove-r-nment in January
2022. The canal, with a
capacity of over 5,000
cusecs, was designed to ir-
rigate 0.4m acres land in
Ghotki district. No water
has been allocated for the
canal in the 1991 Water
Accord. Hence, it depends
on surplus flows during
floods. Sindh opposed the
next phase of the canal for
not having been sanc-
tioned water. The Thar
Canal is proposed as an
escape channel for the
Rainee Canal, to be oper-
ated during high floods.
Developing large-scale
cropped areas on flood
channels is imprudent due
to erratic Indus flows.

Sindh has reserva-
tions about the new irri-
gation projects mainly be-
cause of insufficient wa-
ter availabil ity in the
Indus basin. The average
annual flow below Kotri
Barrage between 1976 and
1998 was 40.69 MAF.
The flow decreased dras-
tically to 14 MAF from
1999 to 2022. The Indus
delta is in the throes of an
ecological disaster. Climate
change is aggravating the
water scenario. In these
conditions, constructing
new canals will stoke new
conflict between Sindh
and Punjab.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Inconsistencies and disconnects

Economy under the gavel

Nadeem ul Haque |
Shahid Kardar

There are contradictions in
the policies being pushed
by the IMF in the latest
programme.

While it played a cru-
cial role in liberalising the
economies of the commu-
nist bloc, it now appears to
support heavy-handed
regulation and price con-
trols in a developing coun-
try like Pakistan. Such in-
consistencies raise ques-
tions about the adaptabil-
ity and relevance of IMF
programmes in different
contexts.

In our case, the do-
mestic market continues to
influence the pace, pattern
and level of growth. Poli-
cies are focused on protect-
ing an industrial structure
that produces low produc-
tivity/ low value-added
goods. The growth of one
industry has created a mar-
ket for another — flourish-
ing with varying degrees of
inefficiencies. The result is
that all such markets have
grown together.

The outcome is a for-
mal private sector whose
habits and investments have
not changed over time. Ex-
porting a similar range of

goods (with modest up-
grading to higher value-
added goods) depends on
subsidies and concessions.

We believe Pakistan
needs a comprehensive
policy overhaul, moving
away from excessive regu-
lation and a tax-first ap-
proach towards a strategy
that promotes market de-
velopment, innovation, and
economic productivity.

For this transforma-
tion to take place, greater
engagement with local re-
search and institutions is
necessary. The findings of
the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics
(PIDE) suggest that
Pakistan’s economy is be-
ing held back by structural
flaws, not simply low tax
revenues or energy pricing
issues. Decentralising gov-
ernance, reforming tax
policy, and removing barri-
ers to trade and investment
are key to a more vibrant,
competitive economy. In-
ternational partners, includ-
ing the IMF, must recognise
these local realities and align
their strategies accordingly.

Energy losses have
brought the economy to its
knees with the IMF’s only
proposal being to increase
prices to cover losses and
hide inefficiencies. Not once

Quetta

Khurram Husain
Maybe this is a good time
to recall the Reko Diq
judgment delivered by one
of the most exalted and
hailed chief justices of the
Supreme Court. Or should
we recall the Dam Fund
instead, along with threats
to charge with treason
those who dared to
criticise the effort?

Remember that fi-
asco, run by a chief jus-
tice who probably relished
the limelight more than
any of his predecessors?
Or maybe an article detail-
ing a blow-by-blow ac-
count of how yet another
chief justice became ob-
sessed with tearing down
a residential building on
Sharea Faisal in Karachi,
leaving the families who
lived in it homeless and
fighting to this day for
compensation? How
many remember how the
same CJ who promised us
that he would build a mega
dam with funds donated
by the public also became
obsessed with shutting
down the Punjab Kidney
Liver Institute?

How many of us
know what it  takes to
bring in mega investment
in a mining project, or
erect a large hospital pro-

viding specialised care for
free, or how infrastructure
financing actually works,
or the process of compen-
sating displaced affectees
of government decisions is
actually structured? How
many of us realise how
long this list of the follies
and silliness of the post-
lawyers’ movement judges
actually gets?

I have lawyer friends
who shrug this history off
as if it is all par for the
course, or nothing but a se-
ries of isolated moments
during which some judges
temporarily showed bad
judgment. But I have a
different reading. These
are moments when the
truth about the so-called
‘independent judiciary’
that emerged following the
lawyers’ movement was
revealed.

And what we saw
was a judicial leadership
more interested in interfer-
ing in executive decisions,
s e c o n d - g u e s s i n g
policyma-k--ing, disquali-
fying prime ministers on
minute te--chnicalities, ar-
bitrarily setting the price
of sugar or demanding that
subsidies for natural gas
be increased, running cam-
paigns in favour of major
dams even when there
were strong apprehen-

sions in at least two prov-
inces about the negative
effects of these structures,
and so on in an endless
train of ignorant decisions
whose negative effects are
still with us even if those
who made these decisions
have gone into comfort-
able retirement.

Consider the fallout
from the Reko Diq judg-
ment. No private foreign
investor has been willing
to acquire large stakes in
Pakistan ever since, with-
out first negotiating pro-
tections for themselves
from Pakistan’s own laws,
courts, tax authorities and
payment constraints.

Since Pakistan, like
many other Third World
countries, cannot afford
the costs of its own infra-
structure requirements,
and no foreign investor
was willing to take expo-
sure to such high-cost,
long-term risk, the coun-
try had little choice but to
fund its infrastructure
from the Chinese in the
mid-2010s. The Chinese
first asked for the same
protect ions for them-
selves before committing
to anything. Not all of this
can be laid at the doorstep
of the Reko Diq judgment,
but a significant amount
most certainly can.

Of course, we all re-
member the protracted ar-
bitration that cost Paki-
stan tens of millions of
dollars, the consequent
arbitral award of $6 bil-
lion, the scramble to rene-
gotiate with Barrick Gold
and re-enter into an agree-
ment with them, only this
time the deal would be
placed beyond the reach of
the Supreme Court alto-
gether.

The fallout of that
judgment on Pakistan’s in-
vestment environment
was massive, but its im-
pact was strongly felt only
by those directly con-
cerned with foreign invest-
ment, and therefore
passed below the radar of
the conversation in the
country, which has always
been heavily skewed to-
wards debating the minu-
tiae of the law, the gossip
of the judges and breath-
less live coverage of court
proceedings.

The economy was al-
ready hamstrung by ear-
lier court decisions, from
the days before the law-
yers’ movement. One was
the Steel Mills judgment,
which halted the
privat isation process.
Second was the court’s
scrapping a long-term
LNG deal on allegations

of corruption levelled in a
newspaper. The latter de-
cision left Pakistan’s en-
ergy sector gasping for
fuel as vital stocks of in-
digenous natural gas had
begun to decline precipi-
tously in  those years.
Those with a memory will
recall the gas shortages
from 2010 to 2015.

Now understand
this. In all of these cases,
the court alleged corrup-
tion. In none of these
cases was the court actu-
ally able to find any evi-
dence of corruption. All
the cases had a long-term
fallout whose costs could
easily be tallied in trillions
of rupees. Yet there was
no learning curve. As late
as 2019, the court was still
interfering in the new
LNG deal the country fi-
nally managed to get after
the fiasco in which the
first one ended.

Pakistan got an inde-
pendent judiciary after the
lawyers’ movement. But
what  exactly did the
judges do with this ex-
panded power they now
possessed? Did the com-
mon citizen’s experience
of the judiciary improve
as a result? Did backlogs
clogging the courts come
down? Did the time it
takes to decide a case re-

has the IMF accepted that
the need of the hour, as
shown by local research, is
to activate the market sys-
tem, which has been on the
anvil for almost 20 years.

The energy sector re-
mains highly centralised; it
is a one-buyer one-seller
(government) model, with
an outdated uniform pric-
ing system that relies on
cross-subsidies and pre-
vents the development of
competitive markets.

Perhaps the most cen-
tral issue is the extreme
centralisation of power
within government and bu-
reaucracy. A few civil ser-
vants wield disproportion-
ate control, undermining the
growth of key sectors like
education, energy, and in-
frastructure. Energy losses
can only be eliminated if the
system is configured as in-
dependent units operating
in a market. The IMF, how-
ever, has set up impossible
goals such as privatising
huge energy monopolies
without an adequate regu-
latory framework and capa-
bility and allowing market
forces to operate.

In 2024, the govern-
ment is still trying to con-
trol prices through the bu-
reaucracy. The IMF is si-
lent on this key issue. With

the fall of the Soviet bloc,
we thought this issue had
been dealt with and that the
world had learnt price con-
trols don’t work. Should the
IMF not settle this issue of
price controls in a
programme?

As argued earlier, the
governance system itself
incentivises rent-seeking
and political loyalty over
merit and efficiency. Public
resources are misallocated,
and government officials
benefit from a system that
rewards perks like
subsidised housing and
overseas assignments in-
stead of transparent cash
salaries. PIDE suggests
that a simple reform —
monetising these perks into
one transparent salary
structure — could poten-
tially unlock billions of dol-
lars in investment by free-
ing up valuable real estate
currently occupied as hous-
ing by government officials.
In Islamabad alone, this re-
form could attract an esti-
mated $55bn in investment,
with similar potential in the
other major cities.

The IMF and interna-
tional partners have in-
sisted on energy price hikes
for over two decades,
largely ignoring the fact that
the problem is more about

underlying issues of poor
governance and mismanage-
ment than inadequate pric-
ing. Despite repeated calls
for reforms that allow the
market to work and take
the centralised bureaucracy
out of the power sector, no
significant changes in man-
agement practices were
implemented. Similarly, in
the tax system, the focus
has been on extracting more
revenue, without address-
ing the convolutions of an
inherently unstable tax
structure and a rapacious
regulatory environment or
exploiting the opportunities
for leveraging digital tools
to facilitate compliance.

This disconnect be-
tween the IMF’s policies
and realities on the ground
has been exacerbated by a
lack of engagement with lo-
cal research. The IMF’s
recommendations often
seem more aligned with ab-
stract economic models
than, as argued in an earlier
piece, with the economy’s
on-the-ground complexi-
ties. For example, the IMF
has continued to overlook
local arguments that under-
line the absence of decent
public services — even
something as basic as secu-
rity of life and property —
and the unfair, unwieldy tax

duce? Did the number of
cases that go into appeal
come down? Is there any
indicator which shows
that the core business of
the judiciary — the dis-
pensation of justice as
per the law — actually
improved with the arrival
of the independent judi-
ciary?

Sadly, the answer is
no. The independent ju-
diciary of the post-law-
yers’  movement days
probably did more to
hamstring Pakistan’s re-
sponse to critical chal-
lenges, like arranging al-
ternatives to dwindling
stocks of indigenous
natural gas or reforming or
privatising state-owned
enterprises,  than any
other force in the same
time. All the time they
mounted no significant
effort to reform their own
affairs to improve the ex-
perience of justice-seek-
ers.

Today, many are ex-
pressing sorrow at the
fact that the indepen-
dence of this judiciary has
been curbed. But what did
these people expect
would happen, after a de-
cade and a half of rulings
driven less by the law and
more by spite, ignorance
and ego?

structure implemented by
a predatory administrative
machinery as key reasons
for widespread tax evasion.

Fund programmes ap-
pear to be designed with no
attention to investment.
Through most programmes,
the investment rate has
been very low — an aver-
age of less than 15 per cent
of GDP, while other grow-
ing economies average over
25pc of GDP. Why is our
investment so low? The
most important factors
have been listed above and
mentioned earlier.

If only the IMF had
considered the trade-off
between austerity mea-
sures and the sacrifice it
demands from growth,
confronted by a situation
of high rate of unemploy-
ment with all its social im-
plications, they would
have arrived at the need to
deregulate the economy,
decentralise governance,
get the government out of
the habit of fixing prices
and develop markets with-
out bureaucratic interfer-
ence. Additionally, it
would try to seek open
economy policies with a
stable market-based un-
dervalued, not overvalued,
exchange rate.  -- Courtesy
Dawn
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MUZAFFARABAD: President Azad Kashmir, Barrister Sultan Mahmood
Chaudhry inspecting the parade on the occasion of the 77th foundation day
of Azad Kashmir.

LAHORE: Ambassador of Belgium to Pakistan,
Idesblad van der Gracht, called on Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan here today at
Governor House.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah addresses the
audience during the World Polio Day Program, held at CM House in Karachi.

LAHORE: Punjab Health Minister Khawaja Salman Rafique leading the
awareness walk to control environmental pollution & Smog at Fatima Jinnah
Medical University.

LAHORE: Provincial  Minister  for  Minorities  Affairs  Sardar  Ramesh
Singh  Arora  presenting souvenir to  US  delegation  during a meeting.

Cabinet approves transfer
of land for construction of
Custom House in D I Khan
PESHAWAR (APP): The
meeting of provincial
cabinet chaired by Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister, Ali Amin
Gandapur here Thursday
approved transfer of 40
kanal of land from Board
of Revenue to Pakistan
Custom for construction of
Custom House &
Warehouses in Dera Ismail
Khan. The cabinet meeting
was also participated by
Provincial Ministers,
Advisors, Special
Assistants, Chief
Secretary, Additional Chief
Secretary, Senior Member
Board of Revenue and
administrative secretaries.

The meeting also
demanded formation of a
committee comprising
representatives of
government and political
parties to look into
proposals and demands of
Pashtun Peace Jirga
relating to federal

government.
The provincial

cabinet also authorized
Relief Department to take
up a case of establishing a
desk at Bacha Khan Airport
Peshawar for providing the
facility of transporting the
dead bodies brought from
abroad. Cabinet also
approved Rs.36 million
grant for purchase of three
ambulances also allowing
Rs.0.7 million per month
budget to Rescue 1122 for
the purpose. It was also
decided that such
transportation facility
would be provided on
demand from the Islamabad
International Airport.

The cabinet approved
federal government to
legislation on the subject of
“Explosive” for
implementation of National
Explosive Policy. Cabinet
also decided to approve
amendments in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Civil

Servants (Appointments,
Promotion and Transfer)
Rules, 1989 for reservation
of quota for transgender,
revising the fourth
condition of its decision
taken in the 12th meeting of
the Provincial Cabinet
allowing partial relaxation
of ban for creation of
positions of project
employees with domicile
from other than Ex-FATA.

The cabinet approved
guidelines for nomination
of the chairman for
production Bonus
Utilization Committee and
revised production Bonus
Guidelines 2024. Under
Petroleum Exploration and
Production Policy 2012,
the Production Bonus is
payable once commercial
production of Oil and Gas
commences from a
producing field. The
Policy authorizes the
Provincial Government to
issue guidelines.

Punjab Governor says:
Exchange of trade, various
delegations from Belgium
will bolster bilateral ties

Independent Report
LAHORE: Ambassador of
Belgium to Pakistan,
Idesblad van der Gracht,
called on Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
here today at Governor
House Lahore. In the
meeting, cooperation in the
fields of trade, education
and sports were discussed.
Speaking on this occasion,
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan said
that promotion of trade and
business activities is very
important for boosting the
economy of the country.
Governor Punjab
appreciated the proposal of

the Ambassador of Belgium
to promote sports
diplomacy between the
two countries for the
promotion of sports,
especially hockey.  He said
that hockey is the national
sport of Pakistan and there
was a time when Pakistan
was champion in hockey at
international level. He said
that the exchange of trade
and various delegations
from Belgium will bolster
bilateral relations.
Governor Punjab further
stated that Belgium is a
gateway to Pakistani
businessmen to explore
export opportunities in

European markets. He said
that cooperation between
Pakistan and Belgium in
various fields should be
increased. Governor Punjab
said that there are vast
opportunities for promoting
bilateral cooperation in
agriculture sector. He said
that student exchange
programmes should also be
started between Pakistan
and Belgium. On this
occasion, Ambassador of
Belgium to Pakistan,
Idesbald van der Gracht
said that cooperation with
Pakistan in the fields of
sports, education and food
will be enhanced further.

Progress on Chashma
Lift Canal Project

continues: Governor
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Thursday said
that the Chashma Lift
Canal project is moving
closer to completion, with
the Water and Power
Development Authority
(WAPDA) issuing tenders
for its first two phases.

In a statement issued
here, Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi announced
that the project will be
inaugurated this year,
fulfilling a long-standing
demand of the residents of
Dera Ismail Khan.

WAPDA’s North
Project Manager has
requested pre-qualification
tenders for the initial two
phases of the canal.

The tenders for the
first phase will be opened

on November 22, followed
by the second phase on
November 25. WAPDA
plans to complete the canal
in six sections.

Similarly, Ahmad
Karim Kundi, the
parliamentary leader of the
Pakistan Peoples Party in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly, emphasized
that the party believes in
taking practical steps
rather than making empty
promises. He expressed
gratitude to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif,  PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, and the Federal
Minister and Chairman of
WAPDA for their support.

He acknowledged the
significant role played by
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi in turning this
vision into reality.

Aleem Khan calls
on CM Sindh

KARACHI: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi plants a sapling under POA
Environment Commissioner Tree Plantation drive
at KPT Football Stadium.

KARACHI (APP): The
Federal Minister for
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Privatization and Board of
Investment Abdul Aleem
Khan, during his visit of
Karachi on Thursday,
called on Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah.

The federal minister
and the Sindh CM had a
detailed discussion on the
matters relating to
Highways and
Communication sector in
Sindh province, said a
statement issued here.

Meanwhile, Federal
Minister for
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
Privatization and
Investment Abdul Aleem

Khan and Federal
Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal Khan, paid a visit
to MQM-P’s Member of
the National Assembly
Raana Ansar at her
residence to offer
condolence on sudden
death of her young son
Shahzeb Naqvi.

They expressed their
deep sorrow and grief over
the sudden death of young
Shahzeb Naqvi and offered
sympathies with the
bereaved family. They
prayed that may Allah
Almighty rest the departed
soul in eternal peace and
grant courage and strength
to the bereaved family to
bear this loss with
fortitude.

PPP leader calls for
collective efforts to

eradicate polio in Pak
LAHORE (APP): On the
World Polio Awareness
Day, Bushra Manzoor
Maneka, Coordinator for
the President of Pakistan
People’s Party Central
Punjab, urged the nation to
commit to saving
Pakistan’s future from the
crippling effects of polio.

In her statement on
Thursday, she highlighted
that the day was being
observed worldwide,
including in Pakistan, to
raise awareness about polio
eradication. She stressed
the need for a zero-
tolerance policy against

the rising number of polio
cases in the country.

She emphasized the
important role women,
particularly mothers, can
play in combating polio by
ensuring that their children
receive the necessary
vaccinations. She called for
both individual and
collective efforts to make
Pakistan polio-free,
advocating for a “jihad”
against this life-threatening
disease in the affected
areas.

“A clean and healthy
society is the true solution
to polio.”

SHC expresses

Resentment over
placing name of 80yrs

old man in ECL

Polio to be exterminated
from province:  CM KP

Punjab govt to support
pediatric transplantation,

says health minister
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique announced
the provincial
government’s commitment
to providing all possible
support for pediatric
transplantation.

He made this
statement during the
opening session of the
three-day 3rd International
Pediatric Urology
Congress, organized by the
Pakistan Society of
Pediatric Urology at the
University of Child Health
Sciences on Thursday.

Addressing the
attendees as the chief
guest, the minister
highlighted that Lahore’s
Children’s Hospital is the
second largest children’s
hospital globally and the
largest in South Asia. He
emphasized that, following
the vision of Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, the government is
dedicated to enhancing
healthcare services for the
public.

The health minister
congratulated the
University of Child Health
Sciences for successfully
organizing the international
congress and presented
commemorative shields to
professionals from various
countries. “We are working

hard to ensure the best
possible health facilities for
children in Punjab,” he
stated.

Vice Chancellor
Professor Masood Sadiq,
who welcomed the
minister and international
guests, shared that the
Children’s Hospital Lahore
continues to offer top-
notch medical services for
children. He also
acknowledged minister’s
efforts in initiating kidney
transplant programs eight
years ago.

The International
Pediatric Urology
Congress, running from
October 24 to 26, has
attracted healthcare
professionals from
countries including Saudi
Arabia, China, the UAE,
Iran, the United States, and
the UK. Key participants
at the event include MD
Children’s Hospital Prof.
Tipu Sultan, Prof. Ayaz
Khan, Prof. Nabila, and
Executive Director Jinnah
Burn Center Prof. Yawar
Sajjad, along with
numerous students and
experts from the field.

The congress aims to
discuss advancements and
share expertise in pediatric
urology to improve
treatment outcomes for
young patients globally.

KARACHI (Online):
Sindh High Court (SHC)
has expressed resentment
over putting name of 80
years old man Nizzar
Fazlani in ECL.

The contempt of
court plea against section
officer Azim Ahmad came
up for hearing in the court
Thursday.

The counsel for
petitioner took up the plea
in the court that reference
was filed against Nizar
Fazlani in 2018. The
petitioner wanted to go to
Dubai for his treatment.
SHC had allowed him to go
to Dubai. But the

petitioner was stopped at
Karachi airport.

The court while
expressing resentment over
section officer inquired
why he was not appearing
despite issuance of
repeated notices by court.
You have appeared in the
court after issuance of
your arrest warrants. Why
the petitioner was stopped
from going abroad despite
court’s orders.

The court ordered
him to file his reply along
with his affidavit on next
hearing. Decision will be
announced after statement.

PG Punjab declares
minor domestic worker

murder case high-profile

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Chief  Minister  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,  Ali  Amin
Gandapur  on  Thursday
while  paying  tributes
to   the   an t i -p o l io
workers  pledged  that
po l io   virus  will  be
exterminated  from  the
province  at  all  cost.

Addressing  a
function  here  in
connection  with  World
Anti-Polio  Day,  the  Chief
Minister  said  he  saluted

those  who  participated  in
anti-polio  efforts  of  the
government  amid
u n f a v o r a b l e
circumstances.

He  said  running  anti-
polio  campaigns  in  such
a  difficult  situation  was
not  less  than  a  Jihad
adding  that  our  polio
teams  workers  and  law
enforcers  rendered
unmatched  sacrifices  in
anti-polio  endeavors  of
the  government.

LAHORE (APP):
Prosecutor General Punjab
Syed Farhad Ali Shah on
Thursday declared the
minor domestic worker
murder case as high-
profile.

Earlier, after taking
notice of the incident in
which a minor domestic
worker girl was tortured
and killed within the
jurisdiction of Lahore’s
Defense-C Police Station,
the Prosecutor General
Punjab summoned the
investigating officer and
the investigation in-charge,
along with the case record.

The investigating
officer briefed the
Prosecutor General that the
accused had tortured the
minor domestic worker girl,
buried her body, and filed
a false theft FIR against her.

In response to a
question from the
Prosecutor General that

why the Anti-Rape Act
2021 was not applied and
why the investigation was
not conducted by the SSIO
Unit, the investigating
officer failed to provide a
satisfactory explanation.
Expressing anger over the
negligence and poor
investigation, the
Prosecutor General
reprimanded the officers.

Issuing a directive, the
Prosecutor General ordered
the SP Investigation to
rectify the investigation’s
flaws and appear on
October 28, 2024.
Additionally, a letter was
sent to the District Public
Prosecutor Lahore,
stressing the importance of
following the guidelines
issued by the Prosecutor
General’s office and
ensuring that the
investigating officer is
provided with full legal
assistance.

Punjab Law Minister engages
bar associations to resolve
legal community’s issues

16 killed,
1638 injured
in 1467 RTCs

in Punjab
LAHORE (APP): At least
sixteen persons were killed
and 1638 injured in 1467
Road Traffic Crashes
(RTCs) in all 37 districts
of Punjab during the last
24 hours.

Out of these, 739
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
899 victims with minor
injuries were treated at the
incident site by Rescue
Medical Teams thus
reducing the burden of
hospitals.

Furthermore, the
analysis showed that 846
drivers, 69 underage
drivers, 181 pedestrians,
and 627 passengers were
among the victims of road
traffic crashes. The
statistics showed that 287
RTCs were reported in
Lahore which affected 331
persons placing the
Provincial Capital at top of
the list followed by
Faisalabad 100 with 97
victims and at third Multan
with 79 RTCs and 88
victims.

ANF recovers
232 kg drugs

RAWALPINDI  (APP):
Anti-Narcotics  Force
(ANF)  while  conducting
an  operation  managed  to
recover  over  232  kg
drugs,  said  an  ANF
headquarters  spokesman
here  on  Thursday.

He  informed  that
acting  on  a  tip-off,  ANF
team  conducted  a  raid
near   th e   Motorway
Interchange,  Balkasar
an d   fo i led   a   d rug
smuggling  attempt  from
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
to  Punjab.

232.8  kg  drugs
including  174  kg  hashish
and  58.8  kg  opium,  worth
more  than  Rs  30  million
were  recovered  from
secret  cavities  made  in  a
Suzuki  pick-up.

An  accused  was
arrested  during  the
operation  who  is  the
main  operative  of  the  drug
trafficking  group,  which
smuggles  drugs  from
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa  to
different  districts  of
Punjab.

Volunteers
training

competitions held
SARGODHA (APP):
Under the supervision of
District Emergency Officer
Mazhar Shah, a
Community Emergency
Response Teams (CERTs)
challenge was organised
among teams of rescue
volunteers across the
district.

In the competition,
teams from seven tehsils of
the district participated.
The challenge was held at
the Central Rescue Station.
Chief guest of Government
Allied School Sargodha
Ms. Sadia, rescue officers,
and rescue staff
participated in the event.
In the competitions,
shifting of the injured in
any emergency situation,
giving first aid, taking
timely action in case of
fire, searching and trying to
rescue patients in case of
building collapse, practical
demonstration of rescuing
a drowning person were
exhibited.

District Emergency
Officer Mazhar Shah said
the purpose of these
competitions was to help
volunteers in any
emergency situation by
reaching the spot safely
before the arrival of
Rescue-1122 and saving
lives. He said that so far,
CERT teams consisting of
volunteers have been
formed in schools and
colleges, factories.

US delegation
meets  Punjab

minorities
minister

LAHORE  (APP):
Provincial  Minister  for
Minorities  Affairs  Sardar
Ramesh  Singh  Arora  met
a  US  delegation  at  his
camp  office  on  Thursday
to  discuss  issues
regarding  protection  of
human  rights,  particularly
for  religious  minorities  in
Punjab.

The  delegation,
which  included  Deputy
Assistant  Secretary
Jacobsen,  Consul  General
Hawkins,  Laskowski,
Nelson,  Lakhanpal  and
political  specialist  Daim.

In  the  meeting  they
discussed  the  measures
taken  by  the  Punjab
government  to  support
minority  communities.

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab government has
embarked on a journey to
address the issues of
lawyers and bar
associations across the
province.

In this context,
Provincial Law Minister
Malik Sohaib Ahmed
Bharth invited the
presidents and general
secretaries of six bar
associations in the first
phase to meet with him at
the Lahore Civil
Secretariat’s Darbar Hall
on Thursday morning.

Imran Khakwani,
President of the Multan
Bar; Muhammad Ibrahim,
President of the Narowal
Bar; Marium Rana,
President of the Mandi
Bahauddin Bar; Mian
Anwarul Haq, President of
the Faisalabad Bar; Aamir

Munir, President of the
Gujranwala Bar; and
Mohsin Shah, President of
the Sargodha Bar, were
welcomed by the Minister
for Law Punjab and the
Parliamentary Secretary
for Law, Khalid Ranjah.
The meeting was also
attended by the general
secretaries of the bar
associations and the
Punjab Secretary for Law,
Bilal Ahmed Lodhi.

During the meeting,
the presidents and general
secretaries congratulated
the government on the
successful passing of the
26th Constitutional
Amendment through a
democratic process. Passing
the 26th Constitutional
Amendment was a fully
democratic process, and
they expressed their full
support for it.

UCHS, Islamic Aid
sign agreement for

development projects
LAHORE (APP): The University of Child Health Sciences
and Islamic Aid have entered into a significant agreement
to undertake various development projects, including
the construction and revamping of colleges, emergency
blocks, and a day care center. The memorandum of
agreement was signed by Punjab Health Minister
Khawaja Salman Rafique and Chairman Islamic Aid
Mahmoodul Hasan. During the signing ceremony on
Thursday, the minister commended the efforts of Islamic
Aid, particularly its Chairman, Mahmoodul Hasan,
stating, “I appreciate Islamic Aid’s commitment to serving
humanity.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on reforms of Federal
Board of Revenue.

WASHINGTON DC: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb held a meeting with the delegation of Standard
Chartered Bank.

RIYADH: Federal Minister Rana Tanveer Hussain meets with H.E Sami
Ibrahim Al Hussaini, Governor, Small and Medium Enterprises General
Authority Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

QINGDAO: Federal Minister for Power, Sardar
Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari, meets Mr. Yao Huan,
Vice-President of Power China on the sidelines of
the Third Belt & Road Energy Ministerial
Conference in Qingdao, China.

DUBIA: PTCL and Ufone 4G President and Group
CEO, Hatem Bamatraf and Asif Peer, Group CEO
and MD Systems Limited exchange memorabilia
during the partnership signing ceremony on the
occasion GITEX 2024 Dubai for integration of
Systems Ltd.’s Business Support Systems (BSS)
and Operational Support Systems (OSS) in PTCL
Groups technology infrastructure, held in Dubai.

FPCCI & FBR exclusive meeting

Genuine taxpayers
should be protected

at all costs: Atif

OICCI hosts “Dining in Dark”
to unite foreign investors
for disability inclusion

Rana Tanveer presents Industrial
Policy to boost foreign investment

China, Pakistan sign MoU
to leverage space technology
for global sustainable goals

PM calls for using
technology to improve
tax, revenue collection

ADB country director
calls on Shaza FatimaAwais for enhanced energy

cooperation with Power
China, Energy China

FBR amends income
tax rules to enhance

ATL system efficiency

Kisan card,
farmer-friendly

initiative: Minister

OGDCL commences Oil
& Gas production from

Baloch-2 well in Sanghar

Pak total
liquid foreign

reserves
recorded as

$ 16.01 billion
KARACHI (APP): The
total liquid foreign reserves
of Pakistan stood at US$
16,017.1 million as of
October 18, 2024 while the
forex reserves held by the
State Bank of Pakistan
increased to $ 11,040.7
million.

The State Bank of
Pakistan, in a statement
issued here on Thursday,
informed that total liquid
foreign reserves held by the
central bank increased by
$18 million to $11,040.7
million during the week
ended on October 18,
2024.

Meanwhile, net
foreign reserves held by
commercial banks were
recorded as $ 4,976.4
million during the week
under review, it added.

Total liquid foreign
reserves held by the
country, in the previous
week ended on October 11,
2024, were $16,111.3
million.

Among them foreign
reserves held by the central
bank were recorded as
$11,022 million while
$5,088.6 million were held
by commercial banks.

NEPRA
approves 87

paisa per unit
relief in FCA
for August

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Electric
Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) on
Thursday approved 86
paisa per unit decrease in
power tariff under monthly
fuel cost adjustment
mechanism (FCA) for
August.

The Central Power
Purchasing Agency (CPPA)
has sought 57 paisa per
unit decrease in the tariff
for the said period, said a
notification issued here.

The regulatory
conducted public hearing
into the CPPA petition on
September 26. The
regulator had also slashed
37 paisa per unit in FCA
for month of July, it
further said.

The FCA for August
would be 49 paisa less as
compared to July and the
relief would be given to the
consumers in billing month
of October.

Those consumers
who had already received
their electricity bills would
be compensate in billing
month of November, it
further said.

The relief would be
applicable to all consumers
except lifeline, prepaid and
Electrical Vehicle Charging
Stations. It would not be
applicable to the consumers
of K-Electric.

Rupee sheds
12  paisa

against  dollar
ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Pakistani  rupee  on
Thursday  depreciated  by
12  paisa  against  the  US
dollar  in  the  interbank
trading  and  closed  at
Rs277.84  against  the
previous  day’s  closing  of
R s 2 7 7 . 7 2 . H o w e v e r ,
according  to  the  Forex
Association  of  Pakistan
(FAP),  the  buying  and
selling  rates  of  the  dollar
in  the  open  market  stood
at  Rs277.30  and  Rs278.80
respectively.The  price  of
Euro  increased  by  62  paisa
to  close  at  Rs300.08
against  the  last  day’s
closing  of  Rs299.46,
according  to  the  State
Bank  of  Pakistan  (SBP).

PTC to finalize
company for
operating  27
electric buses

on  Nov 4
LAHORE  (APP):  The
Punjab  Transport
Company  (PTC)  has
announced  its  decision  to
finalize  a  company  for
the  operation  of  first  27
electric  buses  in  the  city
under  a  pilot  project. All
major  companies  have  been
informed  via  advertisement
to  participate  by
November  4.    PTC  CEO
Imran  Ali  emphasized  that
companies  can  register
online  through  the  Punjab
Procurement  Regulatory
Authority  (PPRA)  portal.

Shipping
activity  at

Port  Qasim
KARACHI  (APP):
Shipping  activity  was
report  at  the  port  where
four  ships,  Maersk  Cape
Town,  MSC  Positano,
Mahadah  Silver  and  Bam
Bam  carrying  Container,
Palm  oil  and  Gas
oilberthed  at  Qasim
International  Container
Terminal,  Liquid  Cargo
Terminal  and  FOTCO  oil
Terminal  respectively.

Meanwhile  three
more  ships,  Torrente,
Saga  and  Umm  Bab
carrying  Container,  Palm
oil  and  LNG  are  arrived
at  outer  anchorage  during
last  24  hours.

A  total  of  ten  ships
were  engaged  at  PQA
berths  during  the  last  24
hours,  out  of  them  a
containers  ship  ‘Maersk
Cape  Town’  left  the  port

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Industries and
Production Rana Tanveer
Hussain on Thursday
presented the National
Industrial Policy at
UNIDO forum with an
objective to create an
enabling environment for
local industry growth and
attract foreign investment.

Addressing the
United Nations Industrial
Development Organization
(UNIDO) Multilateral
Industrial Policy Forum in
Riyadh the minister said
the policy would be
finalized by October 2024,
according to press release
issued by the Ministry of
Industries. The policy
focuses on green energy
initiatives, women
empowerment, and regional

cooperation, aligning with
Pakistan’s Vision 2025 and
Sustainable Development
Goals. He said, a
comprehensive and
integrated approach is being
adopted to effectively align
the National Industrial
Policies with national and
regional Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) for maximum
impact.

The strategies used
include prioritizing high-
impact sectors, regional
collaboration, inclusive
stakeholder engagement,
incentivizing sustainable
practices, and,
strengthening governance
and policy coherence.

The policy will focus
on various sectors such as
steel, cement, mining,

petrochemicals &
chemicals, fertilizer, heavy
mechanical, non-ferrous
metals, plastics and
composites, fisheries,
transport and logistics.

It also cover value-
added/GVG sectors such as
auto parts, tractors, parts
& accessories of office
machines, travel
accessories furniture,
footwear, synthetic & non-
traditional textiles and
garments, food processing,
surgical and medical
devices, electronics, and
pharmaceuticals.

Rana Tanveer said that
the formulation of the
green energy initiative also
a prominent aspect of the
policy. The minister
highlighted that currently,
the transport sector

accounts for over 75
percent of total commercial
oil consumption. Pakistan
is currently using over 65
percent of its foreign
exchange reserves on fuel
imports. To mitigate this
situation, de-carbonization
in the transport sector and
adoption of electric
vehicles (EVs) such as
electric two and three-
wheelers, decentralized
power storage, batteries,
solar cells, charging
stations, etc. are being
adopted in Pakistan.

Currently, forty-eight
companies have been
issued manufacturing
licenses by the Ministry of
Industries and Production
enabling them to produce
two/three-wheeler EVs in
Pakistan.

BEIJING  (APP):  :A
Memorandum  of
Understanding  (MOU)
was  signed  between
International  Research
Center  of  Big  Data  for
Sustainable  Development
Goals  (CBAS),  China  and
Space  &  Upper
Atmosphere  Research
C o m m i s s i o n
(SUPARCO),  Pakistan

recently  to  collaborate  on
utilizing  space  and  big
data  technologies  for
natural  resource
management  and  the
assessment  of  regional
sustainable  development
goals  (SDGs).

It  is  learned  that  the
collaboration  is  set  to
advance  China-Pakistan
joint  research  initiatives

and  leverage  data  from
the  Sustainable
Development  Science
Satellite  1  (SDGSAT-1),
which  supports  the
attainment  of  the  SDGs
and  fosters  a  data-driven
approach  to  sustainable
development.  According
to  sources,  this
partnership  aims  to
enhance  data  sharing.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday
directed the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) to utilise
modern technology to
improve the collection
mechanism of taxes and
revenues.

The prime minister,
chairing a review meeting
on the FBR reforms,
instructed the measures for
capacity building of the
FBR officers and its
effective use, according to

a PM Office press release.
He directed the

formulation of a strategy
for restructuring Pakistan
Revenue Automation
Limited (PRAL) and called
for enhancing the
effectiveness of the
systems to curb smuggling.

The prime minister
directed the FBR to
provide a friendly
atmosphere to the
taxpayers and asked the
officers to accomplish the
reform process.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Country Director Asian
Development Bank
(ADB) Ms. Emma Fan
called on Minister of State
for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on
Thursday and discussed
matters of mutual interest.

According to news
release during the meeting
issues relating to further
strengthening collaboration
between Pakistan and
ADB, Central Asia
Regional Economic
Cooperation (CAREC)
Program, and IT and
Telecom sector were
discussed in detail.

Secretary IT Zarrar
Hasham Khan and Special

Secretary IT & Telecom
Division Azfar Manzoor
were also present in the
meeting.Shaza Fatima said
under the vision of the
Prime Minister of Pakistan
present government is
taking steps for the
development of IT and
Telecommunication sector
of the country.

The government is
fully supporting the
private sector, adding that
Ministry of IT is taking
alongside the IT industry
for increasing IT exports.
Pakistan’s IT exports are
increasing, she maintained.

Shaza Fatima said
Pakistan is embarking on
the process of digital
transformation.

Independent Report
KARACHI: The Overseas
Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(OICCI) organized a unique
event, the “Dining in the
Dark Experience,” in
collaboration with Khaas
Foodz Kitchen (KFK) on
Thursday. This initiative
brought together OICCI’s
member companies and
foreign investors to
emphasize the importance
of disability inclusion and
address the challenges
persons with disabilities
(PWDs) face in corporate
environments.

The highlight of the
event was a sensory dining
experience, where
attendees were blindfolded
and led through the meal
cooked by visually
impaired chefs from KFK,
a social enterprise

committed to training and
employing individuals
with disabilities. This
unique setting allowed
participants to experience
first-hand the difficulties
PWDs face, fostering
empathy and sparking
discussions on inclusion.

Ahmed Bozai,
Chairperson of OICCI’s
Diversity and Inclusion
S u b c o m m i t t e e ,
emphasized the need for
corporate Pakistan to drive
change. “Inclusive
environments are more
than just a moral
responsibility- they are a
business necessity.

People with
disabilities bring immense
talent, and it’s time we
create pathways for them
to fully contribute and
thrive,” said Ahmed during
his keynote speech.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) has amended the
income tax rules 2002 to
improve the efficiency and
responsiveness of the
Active Taxpayer’s List
(ATL) system,
streamlining tax operations
for enhanced compliance.

The board announced
this under the Income Tax
Rules, 2002, as notified via
S.R.O. 1638(I)/2024, dated
October 18, 2024, said a
news release here on
Thursday.

These amendments,
issued under section 237 of

the Income Tax Ordinance,
2001, are aimed at
improving the efficiency
and responsiveness of the
Active Taxpayer’s List
(ATL) system. Under the
new amendments, the ATL
will now be updated on
daily basis, replacing the
previous practice of
weekly updates.

This adjustment
ensures that taxpayers who
meet their filing obligations
are reflected as active
taxpayers promptly,
enhancing real-time
accuracy and facilitating
compliance.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Agriculture Minister Ashiq
Hussain Kirmani has said
Kisan card is a historic and
farmer-friendly initiative
of Punjab chief minister.

He said this while
presiding over a high-level
meeting at Agriculture
House on Thursday. He
said that till now 1,500,000
farmers had got themselves
registered for Kisan card
while Bank of Punjab had
approved 430,000
applications. He said that
till now, farmers had
activated 310,000 Kisan
cards.

Kirmani was told in
the meeting that purchase
process of agriculture
inputs through Kisan card
was ongoing at 2,600
registered dealers. The was
meeting told that till now
farmers had carried out
purchase worth Rs 2
billion.

The minister said that
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz had
started exemplary
initiatives for prosperity
of farmers. He said that 136
delivery centres had been
set up at tehsil level for
provision of Kisan card.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Oil
and Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL) on Thursday
commenced oil and gas
production from Baloch-2
well in Sanghar Sindh.

According to a news
release, after the gas
condensate discovery
announced on August 30,
2024, the OGDCL has
now successfully brought
the Baloch-2 well into
production.

The well, situated

within the Sinjhoro block,
is producing 350 barrels
per day (BPD) of oil and 5
million standard cubic feet
per day (MMSCFD) of
gas. The production is
connected to the Sinjhoro
Processing Plant, with the
gas being fed into the Sui
Southern Gas Company
Limited (SSGCL) network,
contributing directly to the
country’s energy supply.

OGDCL’s in-house
expertise played a key role
in the delineation, drilling.

QINGDAO, China (APP):
Federal Minister for
Power, Sardar Awais
Ahmad Khan Leghari, held
separate meetings with Mr.
Yao Huan, Vice-President
of Power China and Mr. Ni
Zhen Deputy Secretary of
the Party Committee and
General Manager of the
Energy China on the
sidelines of the Third Belt
& Road Ministerial
Conference in Qingdao,
China.

During these
meetings, the minister
engaged in fruitful
discussions aimed at
strengthening energy
cooperation between
Pakistan and these leading
Chinese energy companies,
according to a press release
on Thursday.

Recalling historic visit
of Premier Li Qiang to
Pakistan, Minister for
Power conveyed
Pakistan’s desire to
modernize power dispatch
and transmission systems,
aimed at cutting lines and
other losses. At the

meeting with Vice President
Yao of Power China, both
sides explored the
possibility of establishing
a state-of-the-art research
and development center in
Pakistan to facilitate the
integration of advanced
technologies and best
practices into the
country’s energy
framework.

The minister noted
that the proposed center
would not only enhance
operational performance
but also contribute to
sustainable energy
solutions benefiting both
Pakistan and its partners.

During the meeting
with President Ni of Energy
China, both sides expressed
their views on the future
trajectory of energy
cooperation under second
phase of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC), including
enhancing energy mix and
advancement of new
technologies into the power
generation and dispatch
systems.

Independent Report
KARACHI: Mr. Atif
Ikram Sheikh, President
FPCCI, has apprised that
Mr. Rashid Mahmood
Langrial, Chairman of the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), has agreed, in an

exclusive, candid and
detailed meeting, with
FPCCI’s demand of an end
to harassment of genuine
and regular taxpayers –
and, only the tax evaders
or defaulters should be
served with notices.

However, FBR
Chairman demanded that
FPCCI should support the
efforts of FBR to persuade
all traders and
industrialists to file their
returns in a fair, legitimate
and transparent manner.
To which the high-profile
FPCCI delegation agreed
to assist FBR; if the tax
collection machinery is run
and policymaking is
undertaken in a
consultative style.

Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh
acknowledged that the
demand of signing an
affidavit by chief financial
officers (CFOs) of
companies has been
withdrawn by FBR after

special request by FPCCI.
It was intrinsically
unnecessary and redundant
as sales tax act 1990
already offers enough
provision for responsible
filing of the sales tax
returns, he added.

Mr. Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon, SVP FPCCI,
observed that FBR’s
revenue collection target is
PKR. 12.97 trillion –
representing a 40 percent
YoY increase – while the
economy is growing at only
2 – 3 percent.

 This is huge cause of
concern for the business
community; and, may
result in new taxes, mini
budgets and taxing the
already taxed even further.

Mr. Saquib Fyyaz
Magoon maintained the
Finance Bill has
significantly reduced the
business community’s
confidence in the
government policies due to
the abrupt withdrawal of 1
percent full and final
liability for exporters; and,
sales tax exemption on
local supplies to registered
exporters authorized under
the Export Finance Scheme
(EFS).
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Israeli strike on Gaza shelter
kills 17 as Blinken says

cease-fire talks will resume
Monitoring Desk

DEIR AL-BALAH: An Is-
raeli strike on a school where
displaced people were shel-
tering in the central Gaza
Strip killed at least 17
people on Thursday, nearly
all women and children,
Palestinian medical officials
said.

The strike came as
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Israel
had accomplished its objec-
tive of “effectively disman-
tling” Hamas, and that ne-
gotiations over a cease-fire
and the release of dozens
of Israeli hostages would
resume in the coming days.

Another 42 people
were wounded in the strike
in the built-up Nuseirat
refugee camp, according to
the Awda Hospital, which
received the casualties.
Among the dead were 13
children under the age of 18
and three women, accord-
ing to the hospital’s records.

The Israeli military
said it targeted Hamas mili-
tants inside the school,
without providing evi-
dence. Israel has carried out

Men walk on the rubble at a site damaged in the aftermath of Israeli strikes
on Beirut’s southern suburbs, amid the ongoing hostilities between Hezbollah
and Israeli forces, Lebanon.

Quetta

Bomb attack in Kabul
market kills child,
injures 11 others

Thai PM apologises for
crackdown that killed 85

Muslims as hopes for justice fade

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: An attacker car-
rying a bomb in a bag killed
a child and wounded 11
others in a market in
Afghanistan’s capital, po-
lice said on Thursday.

The attack took place
in a central area of Kabul
on Wednesday afternoon,
although Taliban officials
did not confirm the incident
until Thursday.

“Yesterday, there was
an explosion in the Pamir
Cinema area of Kabul from
explosives a person was
carrying in a bag,” Kabul
police spokesman Khalid
Zadran said in a statement.

“Due to this explo-
sion, a child was killed and
some civilians were lightly
wounded,” he said, telling

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand’s
prime minister on Thursday
apologised for the deaths
two decades ago of dozens
of Muslim protesters who
were piled up in army
trucks, hours from the ex-
piry of the statute of limi-
tations on an incident over
which no state official has
been convicted.

The security crack-
down in the southern town
of Tak Bai in 2004 caused
the deaths of 85 people and
was one of the most high-
profile events of a separat-
ist insurgency that re-ig-
nited that same year and has
since killed more than 7,600
people. “I am deeply sad-
dened for what happened
and apologise on behalf of
the government,” Prime
Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra said, vowing to
ensure no repeat of such
events.

The incident in pre-
dominantly Buddhist Thai-
land captured international
attention and drew wide-
spread condemnation, after
78 people were crushed to

death or suffocated while
bound and piled on top of
each other in army trucks.
Seven others were shot
dead. The crackdown was
widely known as the Tak
Bai massacre and took
place under the administra-
tion of Paetongtarn’s father,
Thaksin Shinawatra, a key
figure behind her ruling Pheu
Thai Party.

Attempts to pros-
ecute security personnel
have failed, including two
in the past two months.

In August, a court ac-
cepted a criminal lawsuit by
victims’ families against
seven senior officials,
among them a retired gen-
eral and ruling party law-
maker, but all of those failed
to show up at a hearing. A
separate case against eight
other personnel filed by the
attorney-general last month
has made no progress.

Paetongtarn said the
incident should not be
politicised, adding the
statue of limitations could
not be extended because it
would be a breach of the
constitution.

AFP later that 11 people
had been hurt in the blast.

A suspect, who was
also wounded, has been ar-
rested, he added in the
statement. Italian
organisation Emergency
NGO, which operates a
hospital in Kabul, said on
Wednesday it treated 11
wounded, including two
young children, a 16-year-
old and two women.

“The explosion took
place at a second-hand
clothes market when it
opened and people crowded
to get in,” said deputy
country director Stefano
Gennaro Smirnov. “This
i s  the  Pamir Cinema
neighbourhood, one of
the most densely popu-
lated in Kabul.

Bangladesh bans
student wing of ousted
Sheikh Hasina’s party
Monitoring Desk

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s in-
terim government has offi-
cially banned the
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student wing of
ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina’s Awami
League party, declaring it a
“terrorist organisation”.

This move comes in
response to escalating de-
mands from the Anti-Dis-
crimination Student Move-
ment, which outlined five
key demands, including the
abolishment of the current
constitution, the removal of
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin, and the dis-
solution of the BCL.

The Ministry of
Home Affairs cited the
BCL’s history of serious
misconduct over the past 15
years, including violence,
harassment, and exploita-
tion of public resources.

The ban under the Anti-
Terrorism Act takes effect
immediately, it said in a ga-
zette notification issued late
on Wednesday.

The country has seen
rising tensions and protests
in recent months, after vio-
lent protests forced Hasina
to flee to India on Aug 5
and an interim government
led by Nobel Peace laure-
ate Muhammad Yunus
took charge.

The protests, which
began as a student-led
movement against public
sector job quotas in July,
escalated into some of the
deadliest unrest since the
country’s independence in
1971, resulting in over 700
deaths and numerous inju-
ries. During the unrest,
BCL leaders and activists
attacked protesting stu-
dents and the general pub-
lic with arms.

Nearly 25 million votes
already cast as Harris,

Trump hit battleground states
Monitoring Desk

PHILADELPHIA: Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
Kamala Harris told a town
hall in Pennsylvania on
Wednesday her administra-
tion would be different from
that of President Joe
Biden’s, as Republican
Donald Trump campaigned
in Georgia, another battle-
ground state.

Harris’s attempt to
distance herself from Biden
comes as several polls
show the president is a drag
on her candidacy and that
voters are eager for a new
direction with less than two
weeks to go until the Nov.
5 election.

Harris has mostly
brushed off questions on
the campaign trail over how
– and to what extent – she
would break from Biden on
policy.

“My administration
will not be a continuation
of the Biden administra-
tion,” Harris said during a
televised CNN town hall.
“I bring to this role my own
ideas and my own experi-
ence. I represent a new gen-
eration of leadership on a
number of issues and be-
lieve that we have to actu-
ally take new approaches.”

Harris’s town hall in
Chester Township was an
attempt to persuade the
dwindling number of unde-
cided voters to support her

in a closely divided race
where even a small percent-
age of votes could be criti-
cal.

Fielding several ques-
tions from attendees, Har-
ris vowed to tackle high
grocery prices, said it was
time to end the war in the
Middle East and called
Trump a fascist and “dan-
ger to the well-being and
safety of America.”

The vice president
also tackled questions on
her changing position on
policies such as fracking,
saying she does not believe
in having “pride associated
with a position” when the
important thing is to build
consensus on issues.

Harris has repeatedly
said she wouldn’t ban
fracking if elected president,
a reversal of her position
during her first presidential
run in 2019.

Asked if she was in
favor of expanding the Su-
preme Court to 12 justices
from the current nine, Har-
ris said: “I do believe that
there should be some kind
of reform of the court, and
we can study what that ac-
tually looks like.” Nearly
25 million voters have al-
ready cast ballots, either
through in-person early
voting or mail-in ballots,
according to tracking data
from the Election Lab at the
University of Florida.

South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol and Polish President Andrzej
Duda speak during a joint press conference at the Presidential Office in
Seoul, South Korea.

Venezuelan opposition leaders
awarded Europe’s Sakharov Prize

for democratic campaign

Flights suspended in India,
over a million flee as

Cyclone Dana approaches

‘The whole city
shook’ after

Israel pounded
ancient Tyre
Monitoring Desk

TYRE: Israeli strikes on
Wednesday pounded
Lebanon’s Tyre, an ancient
coastal city which boasts a
Unesco World Heritage site,
leaving swathes of its cen-
tre in ruins.

The raids, among the
worst since the start of the
Israel-Hezbollah war last
month, hit the “heart of
Tyre”, said Rana, a resident
who asked to only use her
first name over security
concerns. “The whole city
shook,” said Rana, after flee-
ing to the seafront follow-
ing an Israeli military warn-
ing for people to evacuate
much of Tyre’s centre in the
morning.

Thick black plumes of
smoke were seen rising from
several neighbourhoods,
with parts of the evacua-
tion area just 500 metres
(yards) from the city’s an-
cient ruins.

UK to ban
disposable

vapes from next
year to crack

down on teen use
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: Britain will ban
single-use vapes from next
year, a government minis-
ter said on Thursday, seek-
ing to crack down on the
environmental harm and
rising usage levels among
children.

Health authorities
have raised concerns about
the use of vapes among
young adults, with their
colourful designs and fruity
flavours making them stand
out on grocery store
shelves.

According to a 2024
survey by health charity
ASH, about one in five chil-
dren aged 11-17 said they
had tried vaping.

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: The European
Parliament on Thursday
handed its annual Sakharov
Prize for Freedom of
Thought to Venezuelan op-
position leaders Maria
Corina Machado and
Edmundo Gonzalez for
“representing the people of
Venezuela fighting to re-
store freedom and democ-
racy.

Venezuela held a
presidential election in July,
with the opposition pub-
lishing vote tallies it says
show Gonzalez won a re-
sounding victory. But the
national election board de-
clared incumbent Nicolas
Maduro the winner, and
Gonzalez – who is wanted

by Venezuelan authorities
– fled to Spain.

“Edmundo and Maria
have continued to fight for
the free, fair, and peaceful
transition of power and
have fearlessly upheld
those values that millions
of Venezuelans and this
parliament hold so dear: jus-
tice, democracy and the rule
of law,” European Parlia-
ment president Roberta
Metsola said.

“I’m honored to wake
up to this news today,”
Machado said in a post on
X, in which she thanked
Gonzalez and the Venezu-
elan people. “We are in-
domitable and unbending to
the end, and we will fight
tirelessly for those values.”

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: At least 1.1
million people on India’s
eastern coast are fleeing to
storm shelters inland, hours
before a powerful cyclone
is expected to hammer the
low-lying region, ministers
said on Thursday.

Cyclone Dana is likely
to hit the coasts of West
Bengal and Odisha states —
home to around 150m
people — as a “severe cy-
clonic storm” late on Thurs-
day, India’s weather bureau
said. It predicts winds will
be gusting up to 120
kilometres an hour.

Major airports will
shut overnight, including
key travel hub Kolkata,
where heavy rain was al-
ready lashing the sprawling
megacity.

The eye of the storm
is predicted to make land-
fall early on Friday, near the
coal-exporting port of

Dhamra, about 230km
southwest of the megacity
Kolkata. It is also expected
to impact neighbouring
low-lying Bangladesh,
where the leader of the in-
terim government
Muhammad Yunus said
that “extensive prepara-
tions” are being made.
Crashing waves are ex-
pected to inundate swathes
of coastal areas, with water
predicted to surge up to
two metres (6.5 feet) above
usual tide levels.

Odisha state health
minister Mukesh Mahaling
told AFP that “nearly a mil-
lion people from the coastal
areas are being evacuated to
cyclone centres”.

In neighbouring West
Bengal state, government
minister Bankim Chandra
Hazra said: “More than
100,000 people have so
far been shifted to safer
places.”

Commonwealth nations to
discuss slavery reparations,

climate change

Spain’s Malaga to ban
new holiday flat permits

in 43 neighbourhoods

Monitoring Desk
APIA: The leaders of the
Commonwealth grouping
of nations met on Thurs-
day ahead of a summit in
the South Pacific nation of
Samoa that will feature
talks on climate change
and the question of repa-
rations for Britain’s role in
transatlantic slavery.

King Charles, the
head of the grouping, is
among the representatives
of 56 countries, most with
roots in Britain’s empire,
who are attending the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting

(CHOGM) that began on
Monday. More than half
of the Commonwealth’s
members are small nations,
many of them low-lying
islands at risk from rising
sea levels caused by cli-
mate change.

Among them is
Tuvalu, whose climate
change minister, Maina
Vakafua Talia, urged the
grouping to strive for the
Paris Accord’s warming
goal of 1.5 degrees C (2.7
degrees F), calling new
fossil  fuel projects a
“death sentence” for his
country.

Monitoring Desk
MADRID: Malaga will ban
new short-term tourism
rentals in 43
neighbourhoods of the city,
the latest step taken by
Spanish authorities to ad-
dress residents’ concerns
that they are being priced
out of the property market
by the booming tourism
business. The city in south-
ern Spain joins other cities
in cracking down on short-
term rentals, including
Barcelona, which plans to
scrap licences for tourist
rentals by 2028.

Residents protesting
against high rents and a lack
of long-term supply blame
it on the proliferation of

short-term renting on plat-
forms such as Airbnb and
booking.com and an influx
of foreigners choosing
Malaga as a base for remote
work. Over the past decade,
Spain has experienced a rise
in demand for rental homes
from migrants and low-in-
come families, according to
recent figures from the
Bank of Spain. Landlords,
however, often prefer rent-
ing to tourists because of
better returns.

Malaga has 14,000
hotel beds compared to
40,000 beds in holiday
rentals, the city’s mayor
Francisco De la Torre told
a business event in Madrid
on Oct 18.

Kostadin Kostadinov, leader of the Revival political party walks during a dem-
onstration under the slogan “Give Peace a Chance”, ahead of the snap elec-
tion in Sofia, Bulgaria

Indonesia says its coast guard
drove away Chinese ship that

interrupted survey in disputed sea
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Lin Jian said the
Coast Guard vessel had car-
ried out routine patrols in
waters under Chinese juris-
diction.

“China is ready to en-
hance communication and
consultation with Indone-
sia through diplomatic
channels and properly
handle maritime differences
between the two coun-
tries,” he added.

China’s “nine-dash
line,” which it uses to
roughly demarcate i ts
claim to most of the South
China Sea, overlaps with
a section of Indonesia’s ex-
clusive economic zone
that extends from the
Natuna Islands.

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: Indonesian
patrol ships drove a Chi-
nese coast guard vessel
away from a survey vessel
in a disputed area of the
South China Sea for the sec-
ond time in three days, In-
donesian authorities said
Thursday.

Indonesia’s Maritime
Security Agency said a Chi-
nese ship approached the
MV Geo Coral on Monday
and Wednesday, interrupt-
ing a seismic data survey
being conducted by the
state energy company PT
Pertamina in a part of the
South China Sea claimed by
both countries.

Asked about the Indo-
nesian statement, Chinese

Russia’s proposed grain
exchange for BRICS countries

may take years to launch

India approves
$119m fund for
space startups

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: The Indian
government on Thursday
approved a 10 billion Indian
rupee ($119 million) fund
for its burgeoning space
sector, with 40 startups
expected to benefit as the
country strives to win a sig-
nificant share of the com-
mercial space market by
2033. With funding ranging
from 100-600m Indian ru-
pees depending on how
mature each startup is, the
fund will help generate em-
ployment, boost space
technology development,
fortify supply chains and
support research and devel-
opment, the Indian govern-
ment said in a statement.

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia’s pro-
posal for a new interna-
tional grain exchange could
take years to get off the
ground even though the
plan was welcomed by
members of the BRICS
group of countries at a sum-
mit this week in Kazan in
Russia.

Russia has been push-
ing to establish the ex-
change as part of a broader
plan to create new financial
instruments, detach its
trade from the US dollar and

Critic of Tunisian
president jailed

over ‘racist
country’ comment

Monitoring Desk
TUNIS: Sonia Dahmani, a
prominent Tunisian lawyer
and critic of President Kais
Saied, was sentenced to two
years in prison on Thurs-
day on charges of insulting
her country, her lawyer
said.

The conviction related
to comments on local radio
this year when she called
Tunisia a racist country,
lawyer Sami Ben Ghazi told
Reuters. Her comments fol-
lowed clashes between mi-
grants and locals.

help Moscow combat West-
ern sanctions.

President Vladimir
Putin said at the summit that
BRICS countries, which are
among the world’s largest
producers of grains, le-
gumes, and oilseeds, could
establish such an exchange,
potentially expanding it to
trade other major commodi-
ties.

The plan to create the
exchange has been approved
by leaders of the BRICS
countries, whose members
include Brazil, Russia, In

Rohingya refugees are pictured at a temporary shelter after they landed at
Labu Pekan beach in Deli Serdang, North Sumatra province, Indonesia.

UN chief calls
for peace in

Gaza, Lebanon,
Ukraine and

Sudan
Monitoring Desk

KAZAN: United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres told BRICS lead-
ers including Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on
Thursday that the world
needed peace in Gaza, Leba-
non, Ukraine and Sudan.

“Across the board, we
need peace,” Guterres said
at the BRICS summit in the
Russian city of Kazan.

“We need peace in
Ukraine. A just peace in line
with the UN Charter, inter-
national law and UN Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions.”

Singapore weighs
preserving Lee
Kuan Yew’s home

as national
monument

Monitoring Desk
SINGAPORE: Singapore’s
heritage board will assess if
founding Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew’s home
should be preserved as a
national monument, the
culture ministry said on
Thursday.

The late statesman’s
youngest child Lee Hsien
Yang applied on Oct 21 to
demolish the single-storey
bungalow on Oxley Road in
central Singapore in line
with his father’s wishes.

Preservation as a na-
tional monument would
mean the heritage board
can stop any operation
or activity that could de-
stroy, damage or alter the
home.

several strikes on schools-
turned-shelters in recent
months, saying it precisely
targets militants hiding out
among civilians. The
strikes often kill women
and children.

Blinken, speaking to
reporters in Qatar, which
has served as a key media-
tor between Israel and
Hamas, said negotiators
would reconvene “in the
coming days.”

Lebanon media says 17
Israeli strikes hit Beirut
suburbs, 6 buildings levelled

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Lebanon state media reported 17 Israeli raids
on Beirut’s southern suburbs, with six buildings levelled
and the vacated offices of a pro-Iran broadcaster hit as
the Iran-Hezbollah war reached its one-month mark.

AFPTV footage showed a massive explosion fol-
lowed by smaller blasts in the embattled southern sub-
urbs after the Israeli army issued an evacuation warn-
ing for the area, where Hezbollah holds sway.

The official National News Agency (NNA) re-
ported at least 17 Israeli raids, marking one of the
most violent nights in the area since the Israel-
Hezbollah war erupted on Sep 23. Six buildings were
destroyed around the suburb of Laylaki, NNA said,
calling the raids “the most violent in the area since
the beginning of the war”.

The strikes came shortly after the Israeli military’s
Arabic-language spokesman, Avichay Adraee, issued
evacuation warnings on social media platform X.

There was no warning, however, for a strike that
hit the Jnah neighbourhood in southern Beirut.
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QINGDAO: Federal Minister for Power Sardar
Awais Ahmed Khan meets with Iranian Energy
Minister Abbas Ali Abadi on the sidelines of the
3rd Belt & Road Ministerial Conference in
Qingdao, China.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Special Ini-
tiatives, Ahsan Iqbal, chairing a meeting of the Prime Minister’s Committee
for Planning and Execution of Foreign-Funded Development Projects in Fed-
eral Capital.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS), Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir interacts with aircrew during
the Multinational Exercise Indus Shield-2024, at an
operational Air Base of Pakistan Air Force (PAF).

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti along with others
witnesses MoU signing agreement during signing ceremony of four projects
run under Public Private Partnership, held in Quetta.

QUETTA: Different delegations meeting with Provincial Minister for PHE
Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran.

PISHIN: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti addressing
participants of inaugural ceremony of shifting of agriculture tubewells on
solar energy.

Provincial Ministers Bakht Muhammad Kakar and Mir Shoaib Nausherwani
visiting Prince Abdul Karim Khan Hospital Kalat.

PM deplores UN’s inability
to address Kashmiris’

self determination right
ISLAMABAD (INP): As
the world observes 79th
anniversary of the United
Nations today, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has
deplored the United Na-
tions’ inability to enforce
its Charter in an equitable
manner, especially “when
the matter involves the
question of the right to self-
determination for peoples
under foreign occupation
such as in Palestine and
Jammu and Kashmir.”

The prime minister, in
a social media post on X,
reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to multilateralism
and highlighted the world
body’s inability to enforce
its charter in an equitable
manner.

The prime minister, in
a social media post on X,
said, ” As long as the provi-
sions of the UN’s founding
document are ignored, the
crises will continue to
deepen”.

He called the UN Day

an occasion to recommit to
the principles and objec-
tives of the UN Charter,
which provided the basis
for a peaceful, and prosper-
ous world.

He highlighted that the
growing number of interna-
tional conflicts including
unconventional crises such
as climate change, height-
ened geo-political tensions,
major power rivalry and
deepening economic woes
of Global South were a
strong evidence of world
order being in massive dis-
array.

He said that at the
heart of the global crisis was
the United Nations’ inabil-
ity to enforce its Charter in
an equitable manner, espe-
cially “when the matter in-
volves the question of the
right to self-determination
for peoples under foreign
occupation such as in Pal-
estine and Jammu and
Kashmir.”

Reaffirming Pakistan’s

commitment to
multilateralism, Prime
Minister Shehbaz reiterated
that Pakistan would con-
tinue to work with the UN
to make this world a better
place for all where rights of
all peoples especially those
struggling for their just, le-
gitimate and inalienable
rights were realized.

APP adds: As the
world observes 79th anni-
versary of the United Na-
tions today, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to multilateralism and
highlighted the world
body’s inability to enforce
its charter in an equitable
manner.

The prime minister, in
a social media post on X,
called the UN Day an occa-
sion to recommit to the
principles and objectives of
the UN Charter, which
provided the basis for a
peaceful, and prosperous
world.

Bugti inaugurates project of
transferring agri. tube wells

to solar energy in Pishin
Mir Sarfraz Bugti highly appreciates cooperation of

federal government in implementation of mega project

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti for-
mally inaugurated the
project of solarization of
the agricultural tube wells
in Pishin district on Thurs-
day.

The inauguration cer-
emony of the project was
attended by the Provincial
Minister for Agriculture and
Cooperative Society, Mir
Ali Madad Jatak, members
of the provincial assembly,
Asghar Khan Tareen, Syed
Zafar Ali Agha, Zarak Khan
Mandokhail, office bearers
of Zamindar Action Com-
mittee, Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Secre-
tary Energy, Bashir Khan
Bazai, Secretary Finance,
Babar Khan, Commissioner
Quetta, Muhammad
Hamza Shafqaat, Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer, Quetta
Electric Supply Company
and elders of the area.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister noted
with pleasure that we are
going to resolve the long-
standing issue of electricity
faced by the zamindars in
Balochistan on permanent
basis.

He said that this
project of solarization of
the agricultural tube wells
would bring revolutionary
changes in the agriculture
sector of the province.

The Chief Minister
also said that we have ma-
terialized the dream of mega
project of solarization to-
day. He said that the Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif extended his
wholehearted cooperation
with the provincial govern-

ment.
He said that we are

pleased that the federal gov-
ernment endorsed the
stance of provincial govern-
ment.

He said that there was
good intention behind de-
lay in the project.

He said the govern-
ment would send the
amount for solarization di-
rect to the accounts of
zamindars saying that this
is their money and they
should get it.

The Chief Minister
said that transparency
would be ensured in the
whole process.

Moreover, he once
again reiterated his resolve
to ensure merit and trans-
parency in the recruitments
to be made in the education
sector.

Humanitarian situation caused
by Israel’s Gaza siege blot on
human conscience: FO spox

Pakistan values its
enduring relationship

with Sri Lanka: CJCSC

US congressmen urge
Biden to secure PTI

founder’s release

Govt. ended nepotism 
establishing merit, claims 
Provincial Minister PHE 

Bakht pays surprise
visit to Teaching

 Hospital Khuzdar 

BFA fines 20 food
centers on violation
rules in Balochistan

Three alleged
thieves held
in Panjgur  

QUETTA (APP)-Panjgur
Police arrested three alleged
thieves involved in robbery
of National Hotel near
Chatkan Bazaar area of
Panjgur district on Thurs-
day.

According to police
sources, on special directive
of SP Panjgur Syed Fazil
Shah Bukhari, police team
in supervision of DSP,
SDPO Panjgur, Sadoor
Khan Lashari conducted
successful raid at place and
apprehended three thieves
involved in robbery of Na-
tional Hotel at Chatkan
Bazar.

A case has been regis-
tered against them. 

SSP Panjgur Fazil
Shah directed all police of-
fice to take strict action
against criminals in order
to eliminate crime activi-
ties from the area because
it was first responsibility
of police personnel to
maintain law and order
situation.

Big changes happening
in health department

Quetta administration
cracks down on

hazardous petrol pumps
Independent Report

QUETTA: Quetta’s district
administration has taken swift
action against hazardous mini
petrol pumps at Hazarganji
Truck Adda, sealing 10
pumps to ensure public
safety. The administration
acted on public complaints
and visited the site, finding
pumps in high-risk areas
that posed severe threats to
human life.

Assistant Commis-

sioner (Sariab) Mariyah
Shmeoun ordered the clo-
sure of all mini petrol
pumps at Hazarganji Truck
Adda and issued stern warn-
ings, cautioning that no
pumps will be allowed in
high-traffic areas. Those
who reopen pumps in such
areas will face severe con-
sequences. This action is part
of the administration’s ef-
forts to protect citizens and
maintain order in Quetta.

CIA arrest
smuggler,

recover drugs
HUB  (APP):  CIA  police,
Uthal  in  an  operation  on
Thursday  arrested  a  drug
smuggler  and  recovered
hashish  32.4  Kgs  from
his  possession.

CIA  police  team
checked  a  van  at  Uthal
check-post,  arrested  a  man
named  Abdul  Shakoor  and
recovered  the  drugs.

The police concerned
registered  a  case  and
started  further  prob.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Health, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar paid
surprise visit to the Teach-
ing Hospital Khuzdar on
Thursday.

During the visit, the
Provincial Minister ex-
pressed deep concern over
the poor cleanliness situa-
tion and non-functioning of
the dialysis machines in the
hospital.

He also found the
pharmacist and some other

staff of the hospital. 
He expressed dissatis-

faction over performance of
the Medical Superinten-
dent of Teaching Hospital
and ordered to transfer
him.  He also directed to
improve performance of the
hospital in order to provide
best medical treatment fa-
cilities to the people. 

Also accompanied
him were the Secretary
Health, Mujeebur Rehman
Qambrani and other con-
cerned high ups.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Public Health
Engineering (PHE) and
WASA, Sardar  Abdul
Rehman Khetran has stated
that the incumbent provin-
cial government has been
paying special attention on
resolving the public issues
of the province. He said
that the provincial govern-
ment has ended nepotism
by establishing merit in the
province.

The Minister was
speaking to the officers and
different delegations in the
PHE office here on Thurs-
day.

Also present on the
occasion was Managing Di-
rector of WASA,
Muhammad Hamid Rana.

Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran maintained that
the government is taking
steps to provide relief to
the people.

He announced that
appointments would be
made in the government
departments purely on
merit.

He said that the mod-
ern system of reforms has
been enforced in the prov-
ince. Marked improvement
has been made in the law
and order, health, education
and other social sectors of
the province.

Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran also mentioned
that health card programme
has been launched for the
poor people of the prov-
ince.

Ahsan Iqbal reviews
‘Foreign-Funded

Development  Projects’

Independent Report
QUETTA : Two officials
have been transferred: Dr.
Tahira Kamal, Division Di-
rector Health Services
Kalat, is now Medical Su-
perintendent Teaching Hos-
pital Khuzdar, while Dr.
Nooruz Khan, Medical Su-
perintendent Teaching Hos-
pital Khuzdar, takes on a
new role as Medical Officer
(B-17) and Deputy Medi-
cal Superintendent Teach-
ing Hospital.

Additionally, Provin-
cial Minister of Health

Bakht Muhammad Kakar
has ordered action against
absent health staff. During
a recent visit to Prince Abdul
Karim Khan Hospital in
Kalat, pharmacist Waqar
Ahmed Kakar was found
absent without notice. The
Minister directed the Sec-
retary of Health to take dis-
ciplinary action against
him. It’s clear the govern-
ment is cracking down on
absenteeism and reshuffling
key positions to improve
healthcare services in the
region.

Peace not just aspiration
but necessity for future

of humanity: Gilani
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate, Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Thursday said that peace is
not just an aspiration but a
necessity for the future of
humanity, calling on all na-
tions to prioritize conflict
prevention.

He expressed these
views while addressing a
ceremony in Islamabad in
connection with UN Day,
marking the 79th anniver-

sary of the United Nations.
Reflecting on

Pakistan’s 77 years as a
dedicated member of the
UN, Gilani reaffirmed the
country’s commitment to
the UN Charter’s prin-
ciples, including sover-
eignty, equality, and respect
for human rights.

He said that Pakistan
remains devoted to uphold-
ing these ideals as a corner-
stone of its foreign policy.

QUETTA (APP)-
Balochistan Food Author-
ity (BFA) fined the owners
of more than 20 food cen-
ters in respective areas of
Balochistan including
Quetta, Dhadar, Loralai and
Gwadar for violating the
rules.

According to the
spokesperson of BFA, the
BFA’s teams were carrying
out indiscriminate actions
against the food centers and
factories to remedy the
poor food with aim to main-
tain quality of edible items. 

He said that in this re-
gard, the authority teams
have busted an illegal fac-
tory making unhealthy and
harmful candy toffee in
Eastern Bypass Quetta.

The sanitary and
drainage arrangements in
Plummet factory are very

poor, the walls of the unit
are dirty, the machinery is
contaminated while the air
circulation arrangements
were found to be inappro-
priate during action, he said.

The spokesman said
that the manufacture and
date of cancellation were
not shown on the candy
toffees produced in the fac-
tory, while the colors,
chemicals and other ingre-
dients used in the manufac-
ture of Plummet were found
to be non-food grade, all the
products were unregistered
and the water used in the
processing was found to be
contaminated.

The condition of per-
sonal hygiene of factory
employees was poor and
fitness certificate masks,
head covers etc. were also
not available, he said. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Thursday
strongly condemning the
Israeli forces’ attack on UN
peacekeepers in Lebanon,
said that the humanitarian
situation caused by Israel’s
siege of Gaza was a blot on
human conscience.

Foreign Office
spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch, at her
weekly press briefing, un-
equivocally condemned the
brutal and indiscriminate
Israeli airstrikes on Beit
Lahia, which resulted in the
tragic loss of over 80 Pales-
tinian lives, including
women and children.

She said that targeting
the densely populated resi-
dential areas without warn-
ing and collective punish-

ment of civilians by depriv-
ing them of food, water and
essential medicines consti-
tute war crimes. The
spokesperson told the me-
dia that the UN peacekeep-
ers had become the latest
victim of Israeli aggression
in Lebanon “Pakistan
strongly condemns the de-
liberate and unlawful attacks
by Israeli forces on the
United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
peacekeepers. The Peace-
keepers must be able to ful-
fill their mission without fear
of attack or obstruction.”

She called upon the
international community to
press Israel to cease all ag-
gressive actions against
UNIFIL immediately and
forthwith cease.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CJCSC),
General Sahir Shamshad
Mirza on Thursday said
that Pakistan valued its en-
during relationship with Sri
Lanka, and highlighted the
shared commitment to for-
tifying bilateral ties, par-
ticularly in defense and se-
curity.

He made these re-
marks during a call on paid
by Commander Sri Lanka
Air Force, Air Marshal
RAUP Rajapaksa, who is
on an official visit to Paki-
stan, to the Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
here at Joint Staff Head-
quarters, an Inter Services

Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

During the meeting,
both sides reiterated their
commitment to enhancing
bilateral security and de-
fense collaboration.

Air Marshal RAUP
Rajapaksa, appreciated the
high professional standards
of Pakistan Armed Forces,
their achievements in fight
against terrorism and con-
tinued efforts for regional
peace and stability.

Earlier, upon arrival at
Joint Staff Headquarters, a
smartly turned out tri-ser-
vices contingent presented
‘Guard of Honour’ to Com-
mander of the Sri Lankan
Air Force.

WASHINGTON (INP):
More than 60 members of
the US House of Represen-
tatives have written a letter
to President Joe Biden urg-
ing him to pressure
Islamabad to release PTI
founder Imran Khan.

The congressmen
stressed the president that
efforts should be made to
also secure release of other
political prisoners in Paki-
stan.

The former prime
minister has been incarcer-
ated since August last year
after his conviction in sev-
eral criminal case ahead of
the February 8 elections.

In their letter, the law-
makers belonging to the
Democratic party urged

President Biden to
prioritise human rights in
the US policy towards Pa-
kistan. “We write today to
urge you to use the United
States’ substantial leverage
with Pakistan’s government
to secure the release of po-
litical prisoners including
former Prime Minister
Khan and curtail wide-
spread human rights
abuses,” they wrote. They
also asked the US embassy
officials to visit Imran in
Adiala Jail. The letter
marked the first such col-
lective call from congress-
men for the release of Imran,
“who otherwise has had
testy relations with Wash-
ington as a long standing
critic of US foreign policy.

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Federal  Minister  for  Plan-
ning,  Development  and
Special  Initiatives,  Ahsan
Iqbal,  chaired  a  meeting  of
the  Prime  Minister’s  Com-
mittee  for  planning  and
execution  of  foreign-funded
development  projects  here
on  Thursday. Attendees
included  Secretary  Plan-
ning  Awaise  Manzur
Sumra,  Secretary  Eco-
nomic  Affairs  Division
(EAD),  Member  Infra-
structure,  Waqas  Anwar
and  senior  officials  from
the  Ministry  of  Planning.

Federal  Minister  for
EAD  Ahad  Cheema  par-
ticipated  via  video  link,
said  a  press  release.

The  committee  dis-

cussed  in  detail  the  plan-
ning  and  execution  of  for-
eign-funded  projects  and
the  need  to  refine  policy
guidelines  in  line  with  the
Economic  Coordination
Committee’s  (ECC)  deci-
sions. During  the  briefing,
it  was  highlighted  that  the
challenges  posed  by  scarce
resources  and  huge  de-
mand  for  development
projects  needs  to  be  ad-
dress  during  the  financial
year. The  ministries  de-
manded  PKR  2,900  billion
whereas  approved  develop-
ment  budget  was  PKR  1,100
billion. The  PSDP  currently
stands  at  PKR  1,100  bil-
lion,  with  an  allocation  of
PKR  220  billion  in  foreign
funding  as  rupee  cover.

Awais discusses
crossborder

energy  coop.
with Iranian
counterpart

QINGDAO  (CHINA)
(APP):  Federal  Minister
for  Power,  Sardar  Awais
Leghari,  met  with  the  Ira-
nian  Energy  Minister
Abbas  Ali  Abadi  on  the
sidelines  of  the  Third  Belt
&  Road  Ministerial  Con-
ference  held  in  Qingdao,
China. Minister  Awais
Leghari  underscored  the
importance  of  cross-bor-
der  energy  projects  in
boosting  connectivity  and
trade,  said  a  press  release
issued  here  Thursday.

Both  sides  discussed
future  collaboration,  par-
ticularly  focusing  on  the
development  of  electric-
ity  projects  in  Gwadar,
Balochistan.

Exchanging  views  on
the  need  for  enhanced
energy  connectivity
amongst  the  regional  coun-
tries,  both  sides  under-
lined  the  importance  of
strengthening  energy  co-
operation  in  power  plants
operations  and  maintenance.
They  emphasized  the  need
for  regular  coordination  and
communication.

JUI-F to
celebrate
Youm-e-

Tashakur today
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The spokesperson for
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl
(JUI-F), Aslam Ghauri,
said on Thursday that his
party will observe Youm-
e-Tashakur (Thanksgiving
day) Friday across the
country.

The spokesperson, in
a news statement, said that
the day will be marked fol-
lowing directives of party
leader Maulana Fazlur
Rehman to express grati-
tude for the enhanced pro-
tection of Islamic provi-
sions within the Constitu-
tion. Ghauri said mosques
and religious seminaries
across the country will hold
special prayers and suppli-
cations to mark the occa-
sion.

Justice Mansoor
writes another

letter to
outgoing CJP Isa
ISLAMABAD (INP): Jus-
tice Mansoor Ali Shah, a
senior member of the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan,
has penned another letter
while addressing outgoing
Chief Justice Qazi Faez
Isa.

Justice Mansoor em-
phasized upon self-ac-
countability.

“People are watching
our actions, and history
never forgives,” said Justice
Mansoor.


