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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a Federal Cabinet Meeting.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti addressing the
event of distribution of hygiene kits under the “She Power” initiative at Govt
Girls High School, Jinnah Town, in the provincial Capital.

KARACHI: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) Chief,
Maulana Fazal-ur- Rehman, Mufti Taqi Usmani,
Mufti Muneeb Rehman, Siraj-ul-Haq and others
joints hands to express solidarity on stage during
the National Palestine Conference on the comple-
tion of one year of Israeli brutality organized by
Markazi Jamiat Ahle Hadith Pakistan, held at
Shahrah-e-Quaideen road in Karachi.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over a meeting regarding development projects of Health
Department and Education (Schools)

Gory tale of 2014-like sit-in not to
be allowed to repeat at any cost: PM
Says nobody will be allowed to sabotage country’s economic gains; Pakistan

to sign agreements worth $2 billion with Saudi Arabia; Federal cabinet
approves setting up of PM Relief Fund for Palestine, Lebanon

Bringing three million out of school
children in schools big challenge

for incumbent Govt, says CM
Mir Sarfraz Bugti maintains government sending children to
Harward and Oxford universities, on other hand, anti-state

elements are making them suicide bomber

GoB taking practical steps to ensure
provision of modern machinery &

medicines in all hospitals: CS

Governor sees cooperation of
developed countries crucial

for provision of basic facilities,
removal of backwardness

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has stated that cooperation of the developed
countries can bear fruit for removing backwardness from

Reshuffling in
senior civil

bureaucracy made
in Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The reshuffling
has been made in the senior
civil bureaucracy of
Balochistan.

According to the offi-
cial notification issued here
by the Services and Gen-
eral Administration Depart-
ment on Tuesday, Secretary
Health, Saleh Muhammad
Baloch has been transferred
and directed to report in the
S&GAD while Managing
Director of BPPRA,
Mujeebur Rehman, has
been transferred and posted
as the Secretary Health.

Another senior bureau-
crat, Shah Irfan Gharsheen,
serving as Commissioner
Rakhshan Division, has
been transferred and di-
rected to report in the
S&GD while Special Sec-
retary Health, Mujeebur
Rehman Qambrani, has
been posted as the Commis-
sioner Rakhshan Division.

Similarly, Shaihak
Baloch, who was awaiting
posting orders, has been
posted as the

Special Secretary
Health.

The Director General
Treasuries and Accounts,
Muhammad Afzal Khosti
has been transferred and
posted as the Managing
Director of BPPRA while
Muhammad Jan, awaiting
posting orders, has been
posted as the Director
General Treasuries and Ac-
counts.

Shahnaz Umrani
appointed as

Parliamentary
Secretary for

Religious Affairs
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Member
Provincial Assembly, Ms.
Shahnaz Umrani has been
appointed as the Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Re-
ligious Affairs.

This was announced in
an official notification is-
sued here by the Services
and General Administration
Department on Tuesday.

Saudi Arabia’s aid to Pakistan
reaches $12.75 bln, supporting

247 development projects: Al-Baiz

Women’s socio-economic
empowerment interlinks with
access to sanitation, hygiene
facilities: Romina Khurshid

AJK PM emphasizes to devise
effective response strategy

for minimizing  loss of lives

Govt accepts Maulana
Fazal proposals on matter of
constitutional amendments

Zardari, Nawaz Sharif assure Maulana
Fazlur Rehman to take him along with them

PPP delegation
calls on PM

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) on
Tuesday called on Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and dis-
cussed important national
and political issues.

The delegation in-
cluded Syed Naveed
Qamar, a Member of the
National Assembly, Sindh
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon. Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Ishaq Dar
and Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

During the meeting,
President Asif Ali Zardari’s
role in the All Parties Con-
ference (APC) and strength-
ening of democracy in the
country was appreciated.

The meeting also dis-
cussed in detail the joint
working group for
Pakistan’s assistance to the
Palestinians.

The participation of all
political parties in the APC
convened on Monday for
the Palestinians was wel-
comed.  The entire Paki-
stani nation was united to
help their unarmed Pales-
tinian brothers and sisters
who were victims of the
Israeli atrocities.

PTI should learn from
ban on PTM: Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday, calling
the recent protest of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf a rep-
lica of the 2014 sit-in by
the party, vowed that
“gory tale” would not be
allowed to repeat at any
cost.

“Such incidents are a
replica of 2014-15 incidents

when a sit-in was staged for
months and was not called
off despite the announce-
ment of the Chinese
president’s visit to Pakistan
without bothering about its
impact on the country’s
image and national
economy... We will not al-
low it to be repeated. We
will not tolerate it at any
rate, at any cost. This is my

promise. I will not let it
happen,” the prime minis-
ter in his opening remarks
at the meeting of the fed-
eral cabinet chaired by him.

The prime minister
drew cabinet members’ at-
tention to an attack that
took place near Karachi air-
port killing two Chinese
engineers and injuring an-
other, despite the

government’s all-out efforts
to ensure their security.

He apprised the meet-
ing of his telephonic con-
versation with the Chinese
ambassador in Islamabad
and also a condolatory visit
to the Chinese embassy
where he reiterated his
government’s assurance to

Continued on page 2

Islamabad hosts two-day int'l
non-proliferation conference

the province and provision of the basic facilities to the
people.

He said that we value the facilities being provided in
different sectors by these countries a lot, and expect that
the developed countries especially Germany would ex-
pand its cooperation in the health as well as education
and technology sectors.

The Governor was speaking to the Honorary Consul
General of Germany in Quetta, Mir Murad Baloch here
on Tuesday.

During the course of meeting, different matters in-
cluding law and order situation, besides the health care of
people and provision of the clean drinking water were
discussed.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar on Tuesday
said the ban on the Pashtun
Tahafuz Movement
(PTM) was imposed on the
basis of evidence that
showed its close contacts
with the terrorist organiza-

tions and its involvement in
a campaign against the coun-
try.

Talking to media, the
minister brushed aside
speculations about ban on
PTM which has been de-
clared a proscribed organi-
zation by the Federal Cabi-
net the other day.

Continued on page 2

Aurangzeb says:
Single-day strike

may cause
Rs190 b loss to

national economy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb
said on Tuesday that a
single-day strike might
cause cumulative losses of
around Rs 190 billion to the
national economy.

Addressing a press
briefing, the minister said
that the Ministry of
Finance’s Economic Wing
had formally calculated the
adverse impact, taking in
account losses in gross do-
mestic product, tax rev-
enue, law enforcement
costs, business and export
losses, foreign direct invest-
ment flow, and information
technology. He said the so-
cial sector had also been af-
fected, with hospitals, con-
struction workers, street
vendors, and taxi drivers ad-
versely impacted.

Approximately 0.8 mil-
lion people in Islamabad did
suffer for over the last 2-3
days, he added.

Currently, Pakistan’s
total GDP stood at Rs 124
trillion, with Q2 estimates
at Rs 32 trillion on that ba-
sis the Economic Wing es-
timated losses, he said.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Government has accepted
proposals of Maulana
Fazlur Rehman on the mat-
ter of constitutional amend-
ments.

According to parlia-
mentary sources decision
has been taken to summon
session of both of the
houses of parliament after
SCO summit conference.

Maulana Fazlur
Rehman will hand over his
draft on constitutional
amendments to government
team within two or three
days.

Legal team of PPP and
PML-N will share their
draft with JUI-F.

Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has shown his con-
ditional willingness on the
establishment of constitu-

tional court.  Amendments
on the procedure of ap-
pointment of judges and
other matters will be
brought later.

In the first phase
amendment will be brought
regarding formation of con-
stitutional court and ap-
pointment and powers of
its judges.

Meanwhile President
Asif Ali Zardari and former
Prime Minister (PM)
Nawaz Sharif have assured
Maulana Fazlur Rehman to
take him along with them ,

It has also been decided
that joint draft of proposed
constitutional amendment
will be given priority.

The inside story of big
meetings of stalwarts  at
Aiwan-e-Sadr has come to
light.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Strategic Vision Insti-
tute (SVI), Islamabad,
hosted Islamabad Non-
Proliferation Conference
2024, a two-day interna-
tional event bringing to-
gether a distinguished group
of scholars and experts
from around the world.

The conference aimed
at fostering constructive
dialogue on global strategic
issues and share Pakistan’s
policy perspectives, an In-
ter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) news release

mand Authority (NCA), Lt.
Gen. Khalid Ahmed Kidwai
and Advisor, NCA, Lt.
Gen. Sarfraz Sattar.

The participants in-
cluded prominent interna-
tional scholars from Insti-
tute of World Economy and
International Relations of
the Russian Academy of
Sciences (IMEMO RAS),
Center for Energy and Se-
curity Studies (CENESS),
Russia, China Institute of
Contemporary Interna-
tional Relations
(CICIR),China, Carnegie

said.
Chairman Joint Chiefs

of Staff Committee, Gen-
eral Sahir Shamshad Mirza
was the Chief Guest. The
conference featured key-
note addresses delivered by
distinguished policymakers
and practitioners from Pa-
kistan including Former
Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee, General ®
Zubair Mehmood Hayat,
Advisor National Com-

Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace, US, Royal
United Services
Institute(RUSI),UK, Mos-
cow State Institute of In-
ternational Relations
(MGIMO-Universi ty) ,
Saint Petersburg State Uni-
versity, Shanghai Univer-
sity, Peking University,
University at Albany, State
University of New York
and University of Bir-
mingham.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan has stated that
the provincial government
is taking practical steps for
ensuring provision of mod-
ern machinery and medi-
cines in all government hos-
pitals of the province so
that the best healthcare fa-
cilities are available to the
people.

For the purpose, all
government hospitals and
health centres are being put

on modern lines in the prov-
ince.

He directed to the con-
cerned officials to give first
preference to provide facili-
ties and ensure implemen-
tation on the development
projects setting targets.

The Chief Secretary
was presiding over the
meeting about development
projects of health and edu-
cation (schools) here on
Tuesday. The meeting re-
viewed progress on devel-
opment schemes.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has stated that
around three million chil-
dren are out of the schools,
and it is a big challenge for
the present government to
bring them in the schools.

He said that we have
reopened the schools.,
which otherwise were
closed for last 12 years. He
said that the government is
sending the children to
Harward and Oxford uni-
versities, but the enemies
are making them suicide
bomber.

He said that no com-
promise would be made on
merit in the government
jobs. He said that no one
coming outside harmed
Balochistan, rather it’s own
people harmed it. He
stressed that every govern-
ment servant would have to

perform duty.
These and similar other

views were expressed by
the Chief Minister while
addressing the ceremony of
the high-level hygiene kits
distribution among girl stu-
dents at the Government
Girls High School Jinnah
Town, here on Tuesday.

The event was orga-
nized under the ‘She Power’
initiative, and also attended
by the Coordinator of
Prime Minister for Climate
Change, Ms. Romina
Khurshid Alam, Chairper-
son of Senate’s standing
committee on Human
Rights, Ms. Samina
Mumtaz Zehri, Provincial
Minister for Education,
Ms. Rahila Hameed Khan
Durrani besides other con-
cerned officials and stu-
dents.

He said that while we

are facing certain challenges
in education sector includ-
ing that of 3 million out of
school children, some
16,000 vacancies of the
teachers are also vacant in
the province.

He said that quality
education is big thing, it is a
challenge to bring the out
of school children in the
schools.

He on the occasion re-
gretfully pointed out that
some doctors and teach-
ers have not been per-
forming their duties for last
12 years.

For instance, he re-
ferred to a doctor present
in Canada, but has been
drawing salary from the
government in Balochistan.

He on the occasion ex-
horted the students to ben-
efit from the government’s
scholarship programme.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The King Salman Humani-
tarian Aid and Relief Cen-
ter (KSRelief) on Tuesday
reaffirmed its commitment
to humanitarian support in
Pakistan with the signing of
joint cooperation
programmes and implemen-
tation contracts for various
educational, health, recov-
ery, and rehabilitation
projects.

During the signing cer-
emony, Assistant Supervi-
sor General of Operations
at KSRelief, Engineer
Ahmed Ali Al-Baiz, con-
veyed the greetings of
KSRelief General Supervi-
sor, Dr. Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz Al-Rabeeah,
who could not attend the
event due to urgent com-
mitments.

Continued on page 2

QUETTA (APP): Coordi-
nator to Prime Minister on
Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam on Tuesday
said that women’s socio-
economic empowerment
and tackling hygiene issues
are closely interlinked, im-
proving access to hygiene
and sanitation facilities di-
rectly impacts women’s
health, dignity and access
to equal economic oppor-
tunities.

Addressing a hygiene
kits distribution event un-

der the ‘She Power’ initia-
tive here on Tuesday, the
PM’s climate aide Romina
Khurshid Alam said that
access to adequate and safe
[menstrual] hygiene and
sanitation facilities for girls
and women has remained
mostly a neglected area in
the country, especially in
rural and low-resource set-
tings of Balochistan.

“Addressing hygiene
challenges in ways that di-

Continued on page 2

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP):
Azad Jammu Kashmir
(AJK) Prime Minister,
Chudhary Anwar ul Haq
Tuesday said that there was
a dire need to adopt effec-
tive disaster response and
rehabilitation strategies for
minimizing  loss of lives and
damage to infrastructure
during the natural calami-
ties.

He said this while ad-
dressing a prayer congrega-
tion hosted in the State
metropolis  to pay homage
to the victims of the 2005
deadly earthquake that
claimed at least 80 thou-

sands of people’s lives in
AJK , mostly  in the state’
capital town in the
history’s most tragic natu-
ral catastrophe.

The prime minister
said that the terrible earth-
quake turned a large part of
the state into a pile of
rubble besides consuming
thousands of precious
lives.

“On the other hand, the
earthquake destroyed the
infrastructure the state had
built over decades”, Anwar
ul Haq  said, adding that
effects of this tragedy
would be felt for a long time.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning Ahsan Iqbal and Federal Min-
ister for Commerce Jam Kamal in the event of Innovation Lab on Achieving
$100 Billion Exports Target organized by MoPDSI.

QUETTA: Acting Vice Chancellor Sardar Bahadur Khan Women’s Univer-
sity Dr. Naheed Haque and Registrar Raheela Manzoor meeting with Gover-
nor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Provincial Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani and Chairman Taleem Foun-
dation Dr. Zafar Qadir meeting with Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti

QUETTA: MPA Haji Muhammad Khan Toor
Utmankhail meeting with Provincial Minister
Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran

He expressed gratitude
on behalf of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, emphasiz-
ing the strong humanitarian
efforts led by the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud, and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud.

Al-Baiz highlighted
KSRelief’s significant glo-
bal contributions, noting
that since its establishment
in 2015, the organization
has implemented 3,068
projects in over 102 coun-
tries, with financial aid ex-
ceeding $7 billion. He said
KSRelief has also partnered
with 450 organizations
worldwide, positioning
Saudi Arabia as a major
force in global humanitar-
ian, relief, and development
assistance.

Al-Baiz announced the
launch of new projects in
Pakistan worth $14.2 mil-
lion. These initiatives in-
clude the reconstruction of
four high schools in Bagh
and Poonch, Azad Kash-
mir, and the establishment
of 300 schools under the
National Human Develop-
ment Commission, target-
ing remote areas lacking
public education facilities.
He said 22 service facilities
across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Azad Kash-
mir, and Punjab will be re-
habilitated, including
schools, water stations, and
health centers.

In response to the dev-
astating 2022 floods, Al-
Baiz said KSRelief will
fund the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of 1,000 hous-
ing units in flood-affected
areas. The center is also
preparing to establish a di-
saster management ware-
house to enhance Pakistan’s
emergency and disaster
preparedness capabilities,
he added.

Al-Baiz underscored
that Saudi Arabia’s total
contribution to humanitar-
ian and development aid for
Pakistan has reached
$12.75 billion, covering 247
projects. He expressed
hope that the newly
launched initiatives would
ease the suffering of the
Pakistani people.

Saudi Arabia’s aid...
Continued from page 1

PTI should learn from....
Continued from page 1

He pointed out the
PTM’s past practices in-
cluding burning of the flag
of Pakistan, attack on Pa-
kistani Embassies and their
involvement in promoting
a narrative against the
country under the garb of
protecting the Pashtuns.

Tarar said during the
investigation into the at-
tack on a Pakistani Em-
bassy, it was found that
not only PTM workers
were involved in this hei-
nous crime, but also some
citizens of Afghanistan.

The PTM has not only
been in contact with the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Afghani-
stan, but also the pro-
scribed Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (Fitna al-
Khawarij), he added.

The minister said there
is no restriction on any-
body to protest or criticize,
but nobody would be al-
lowed to burn national flag,
attack embassies and keep
contacts with terrorist or-
ganizations.

“If an ideology is pro-

moted among the youth on
the basis of falsehoods
that undermine the state’s
efforts and damage the ide-
ology of Pakistan, such ac-
tions will not be tolerated,”
he said, adding any politi-
cal party found engaging
with the PTM—whether
through funding, opening
joint accounts, or transfer-
ring money—would face
the music.

The minister, while ac-
knowledging the significant
contribution of the
Pashtuns in Pakistan
movement and establish-
ment of an independent
homeland, regretted some
elements using the name of
Pashtoons to malign
Pakistan’s security, integ-
rity and sovereignty.

“Pakistan comes first
as I reiterated time and
again,” he said, adding the
ban on PTM was a lesson
for the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) which be-
lieved that “there is no Pa-
kistan without Khan”.

Tarar regretted the
campaign run by the PTI

about disappearance of
Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur, who later
claimed that he went into
hiding by himself and
crossed 12 districts to
reach Peshawar.

He wondered how the
CM KP felt afraid while
p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e
d i s t r i c t s  i n  his own
province.

All political parties
participated in a conference
on Palestine yesterday and
pledged to raise their
voices in support of Pal-
estinians at international
forums, he said, regretting
that only one party,
“Tehreek-e-Inteshar”,
chose not to stay away.

He said one of its lead-
ers from the US stated that
they would not be attend-
ing the meeting. Ironically,
they were able to run a
campaign for Goldsmith in
London, promoting him
against Sadiq Khan in the
mayoral  elect ion,  but
they could not take part
in the All Parties Confer-
ence (APC) on Palestine
issue.

rectly improve women’s
access to education, work,
and leadership opportuni-
ties, we not only promote
women’s empowerment
but also foster healthier,
more equitable communi-
ties,” she stressed.

The initiative launched
in Balochistan in support
by the Chinese government
aims to improve health and
quality of the life of the
province’s young women
with a focus on health, hy-
giene, and education. It re-
flects the ongoing collabo-
ration between Pakistan
and China under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor, aiming to improve
socio-economic conditions
in the region.

The ‘She Power’ initia-
tive was initiated last

month with distribution of
hygiene kits among school-
girls of government schools
in Hub and Uthal towns of
the province.

The hygiene kits’ dis-
tribution marked the begin-
ning of the distribution of
20,000 kits across four dis-
tricts of the province in-
cluding Lasbela, Hub and
Gwadar. Distribution of
these kits, which contain es-
sential hygiene products in-
cluding sanitary pads,
soap, hand sanitizers, edu-
cational materials on hy-
giene practices, aimed at
promoting better health
practices among young girls
in the province.

The initiative reflects
the ongoing collaboration
between Pakistan and
China under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor,

aiming to improve socio-
economic conditions in the
region.

Th PM’s Coordinator
on Climate Change Romina
Khurshid hoped that the
landmark initiative would
help reduce school dropout
ratio among schoolgirls, en-
hance their school perfor-
mance and their overall
health by ensuring that
they can manage their men-
strual health with dignity.

“Local health workers
and community leaders are
also being engaged in pro-
moting this initiative, en-
suring that the messages
resonate within cultural
contexts. This grassroots
approach will hopefully
help overcome barriers re-
lated to stigma and misinfor-
mation surrounding men-
strual health”, Ms Alam said.

Women’s socio-economic....
Continued from page 1

leave no stone unturned to
make the security of Chi-
nese national “unreach-
able.”

Referring to the PTI
protest, the prime minister
said that the allegations
were hurled against the gov-
ernment and attempts were
made to create chaos at a
time when the Chinese Pre-
mier was about to pay a
bilateral visit and a Saudi
delegation was also sched-
uled to visit Pakistan and
MoUs and agreements
worth $2 billion are ex-
pected to be signed.

The cabinet meeting
offered Fateha for the se-
curity personnel martyred
in different terrorist inci-
dents.

The prime minister
thanked China, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE for
their support in obtaining
the IMF loan facility and
also mentioned last week’s
“successful” visit of Ma-
laysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim when two
sides agreed that Pakistan
would export Halal meat
and rice to Malaysia.

He said consequent to
the “finest level” of team-
work, the IMF program
had been approved, infla-
tion was reduced from 32%
to 6.9%, exports, remit-
tances and IT exports were
on surge and the stock ex-
change was skyrocketing.
He said sabotaging all these
efforts for the sake of their
politics would be the big-
gest conspiracy to the coun-
try, he remarked.

Highlighting his
government’s reform
agenda, he mentioned the
doubled number of tax re-
turn filers, broadening tax
base and the digitisation of
FBR.

He said oil prices had
been reduced for the fifth
time, and a Rs50 billion re-

lief package was announced
for the power consumers of
the protected category,
apart from the Punjab
government’s Rs55 billion
package on top of that.

He said on one side, the
government was making ef-
forts to stabilize the
economy and kick-start its
home-grown economic pro-
gram, while on the other,
KP chief minister was lead-
ing the saboteur gathering
consisting of Afghan nation-
als and also using govern-
ment officials. The protest-
ors also carried out aerial
firing and an official of
Islamabad Police was
martyred during the pro-
test, he added.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz said that the peace-
ful and secure atmosphere
was inevitable to attract in-
vestment.

Thanking the IMF
chief for her support in ap-
proving the IMF facility for
Pakistan, the prime minis-
ter said that she was also
appreciative of the reforms
introduced by the incum-
bent and the caretaker gov-
ernments.

He mentioned the mar-
tyrdom of a lieutenant colo-
nel and other security per-
sonnel, and said the govern-
ment knew where the ter-
rorists were being funded
from.

Meanwhile the federal
cabinet on Tuesday ap-
proved the establishment of
Prime Minister Relief Fund
for Palestine and Lebanon
to extend assistance to the
people of both countries
suffering the barbarism
of Israel i  occupation
forces.

The meeting of the fed-
eral cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, instructed the State
Bank of Pakistan to open a
bank account for the pur-
pose.

Gory tale of 2014-like sit-in...
Continued from page 1

CM KP’s disappearance story
tantamount of filmy jokes:
PPP Parliamentary leader

PESHAWAR (APP): Par-
liamentary leader of Paki-
stan Peoples Party, Ahmed
Karim Kundi here Tues-
day termed the Chief Min-
ister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s disappear-
ance story after D Chowk
protest was like a filmy
jokes that was being laugh
by the people.

Speaking on a point of
order at Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
Ahmad Kundi said that
CM KP’s disappearance
story was being mocked
by the children in streets
as no one took it seriously.

He said that entire As-
sembly would have stand

with CM KP today if he
was arrested while raising
voice for rights of the
province.

Ahmad Kundi said
that even PTI workers
have been disappointed
over self imposed disap-
pearance  of the Chief
Minister KP after D
Chowk protest.

Kundi said that PPP
leadership have accepted
gallows and sacrificed life
but did not compromise on
rights of people of Paki-
stan.

He suggested in-cam-
era briefing of the House
on the law and order situa-
tion developed at KP

House after the CM’s
claims.

Earlier, the Chief Min-
ister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Ali Amin Gandapur has ac-
cused the Islamabad police
for conducted what he said
an uncalled for raid at KP
House during his stay, he
added.

He paid tributes to the
party workers for their
commitment with party
during protest demonstra-
tions. The CM KP has
again narrated the
dispetance story in the
house and criticed the
treatment of Islamabad
police towards him at KP
House, he added.

19 years after devastating earthquake, Balakot
survivors still deprived of basic facilities

BALAKOT (APP): As the 19th anniversary of the dev-
astating earthquake was observed, the victims in Balakot
and the surrounding areas of Hazara division remain de-
prived of basic facilities, despite the passage of nearly
two decades and the completion of four provincial gov-
ernment tenures. Despite clear orders from the Supreme
Court of Pakistan regarding the construction of New
Bakrial City and the allotment of plots in Balakot city for
earthquake survivors, these promises have yet to be ful-
filled. Additionally, the construction of the Tehsil Head-
quarters Hospital (THQ), which was to be built at a cost
of 550 million rupees, remains incomplete, and many
government schools that were destroyed are still operat-
ing in makeshift shelters.

On Tuesday, residents of Balakot and nearby areas
observed the 19th anniversary of the earthquake that
claimed thousands of lives and devastated the city. At
8:52 AM, a memorial service was held in Balakot, at-
tended by earthquake survivors, members of civil soci-
ety, and various organizations, who observed a minute of
silence in honor of the victims.

The earthquake struck on October 8, 2005, at 08:52
AM, measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale, resulting in the
loss of approximately 80,000 lives and widespread de-
struction across Azad Kashmir and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
In Balakot alone, over 17,000 people lost their lives. Col-
lective prayers for the victims were held at various loca-
tions throughout the town. The disaster inflicted signifi-
cant damage on the Hazara division, particularly in Balakot
and its surroundings. According to the Provincial Earth-
quake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority
(PERRA), 2,959 schools and colleges were destroyed,
yet only half of the affected buildings have been rebuilt.

On this anniversary, survivors continue to wait for
the reconstruction of schools and health centers. The
delays in the development of New Bakriyal City, where
those affected by the 2005 earthquake were to be accom-
modated, have prompted protests from the residents of
Balakot. The 2005 earthquake not only destroyed build-
ings and infrastructure but also left a legacy of unfinished
rehabilitation projects that continue to impact the com-
munity.

Notification of new CJP
will come before retirement

of Qazi Faez Isa: Farooq
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Senior lawyer and vice
chairman Pakistan Bar
Council (PBC) Farooq H
Naik has said notification
of new chief justice  will
come ahead of retirement of
Qazi Faez Isa. He said this
while talking to media men
here Tuesday.

Naik said he did not at-
tend Lawyers convention
as vice chairman PBC,
Holding  convention is right
of the lawyers.  We have
our stance about constitu-
tional court that it should
be formed.  Constitutional
court is beneficial and not
harmful  to country.   Sev-
eral criminal and civil cases
will decrease due to estab-

lishment of constitutional
court.

Law minister had sent
draft of proposed constitu-
tional amendment  and we
have reviewed it, he pointed
out.  We have sent our rep-
resentations  back with
some changes and amend-
ments.

He held Benazir Bhutto
and Nawaz Sharif had de-
cided to establish constitu-
tional court in charter of de-
mocracy.

Law ministry has to is-
sue notification of new
chief justice. This is job of
government. I think notifi-
cation of new chief justice
will come before retirement
of Qazi Faez Isa.
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ISLAMABAD: A view of Faizabad interchange deco-
rating with a banner, national flags of Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia due to Saudi Arabia’s Investment
Minister Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al-Falih will visit
Pakistan with a high-level delegation from Oct. 9-
11, in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of Japan in Pakistan
Mitsuhiro Wada giving corticate to participant dur-
ing exhibition titled MOKU-HANGA at PNCA.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Pakistan Peoples Party calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif.

Prime Minister’s Advisor on Inter-Provincial Coordination and Political Af-
fairs Rana Sanaullah chairs meeting to review Inter-Faith Harmony policy at
Minister of Religious Affairs Islamabad. Federal Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar and Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter
Faith Harmony Chaudhary Salik Hussain are also present.

ISLAMABAD: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Faisal Karim Kundi address-
ing Investiture ceremony the students Council Beaconhouse College Pro-
gram, Margala Campus.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi chairing a meeting regard-
ing preparations of SCO Summit at CDA Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA), Lieutenant General
Inam Haider Malik addressing on ceremony to
mark National Resilience Day with a full-day event
at the National Emergencies Operation Center
(NEOC), NDMA Headquarters..

Chairman CDA directs
to resolve electricity issues

in Park Enclave-II,III

Foolproof security
plans finalized for
SCO Summit: IGP
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Islamabad Police
(IGP) Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi
on Tuesday presided over
a high-level meeting to dis-
cuss security arrangements
for the upcoming Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Summit.

According to a public
relations officer, the meet-
ing was attended by DIG
Islamabad Syed Ali Raza,
DIG Headquarters Dr.
Syed Mustafa Tanveer,
DIG Security Jawad Tariq,
and other senior police of-
ficials. During the meeting,
the IGP was briefed by se-
nior officers, and new re-
sponsibilities were also as-
signed.

The IG emphasized
the need to strengthen the
security of the delegations
by effectively utilizing the

advanced systems of Safe
City Islamabad, he added.

“Well-prepared police
teams will be deployed at
all entry and exit points of
the high-security zone,”
IGP Rizvi said, adding that
search and combing opera-
tions will continue in resi-
dential areas surrounding
the Red Zone.

Rizvi further stated
that during the delegation’s
movement, major roads will
be completely closed, and
alternative routes will be
provided at various inter-
sections to ensure public
convenience.

The IGP assured that
the Islamabad Police will
use all available resources
to provide foolproof secu-
rity to all delegations, mak-
ing every possible effort to
uphold the dignity and
honor of the country.

ICT police
intensify

crackdown
against vehicles

with tinted
glasses

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police on Tuesday
launched a city-wide crack-
down against vehicles with
tinted glasses and black pa-
per, following the directives
of Inspector General (IG)
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi. Ac-
cording to a police state-
ment, special squads have
been formed to take action
against violators across the
city. Islamabad Police aim
to enforce a zero-tolerance
policy as it is a moral re-
sponsibility to spread
awareness.

AIOU launches “English
Access Scholarship” program

to empower students

Gen Inam says:
Pakistan embraced National Vision
for Proactive Disaster Management

post-October 2005 earthquake

Naqvi to review SCO
summit preparations and

beautification of Islamabad

Sherry briefs
PILDAT chief
on proposed

FCC
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senator Sherry Rehman,
Vice President of the
People’s Party, met with
Ahmed Bilal Mehboob,
head of the Pakistan In-
stitute of Legislative De-
velopment and Transpar-
ency, (PILDAT) and
briefed him on her party’s
stance on establishing a
Federal Constitutional
Court (FCC).

According to a press
release, Sherry Rehman
stated that the meeting
aimed to build consensus
among all stakeholders on
the establishment of a Fed-
eral Constitutional Court.

She stated that PPP is
engaging all political par-
ties, lawyers’ organiza-
tions, civil society, and rel-
evant private institutions,
following Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s
directive, to build a broader
consensus on establishing
the Federal Constitutional
Court.

President, PM call for focusing
on climate change mitigation

ISLAMABAD (Online):
National Resilience Day
was  observed across the
country on Tuesday to ex-
press solidarity with the
victims of 2005 earthquake.

In their separate mes-
sages on the occasion,
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif have called
for focusing on mitigating
the impacts of climate
change through effective
coordination and construc-
tion of climate resilient in-
frastructure.

In his message, the
President stressed the need

to educate the people about
disaster risk management,
and mitigation, and actively
engage the communities to
promote a culture of disas-
ter preparedness.

He said amid the ca-
tastrophe of 2005 earth-
quake our nation displayed
an unparalleled spirit of re-
silience and unity and gen-
erously helped the affected
people.

In his message on the
occasion, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif said the day
is a motivation for us to
embrace the best practices
and implement policies and

strategies in various sectors
aimed at fortifying our
nation’s resilience.

He said Pakistan is
facing an immense impact
of climate change despite
not being responsible for it.

He commended the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
for its response towards
such natural calamities.

Minister for Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan
Engineer Amir Muqam has
said the government will
continue to take more ef-
fective measures for mak-
ing Pakistan a disaster-free

country.
In his message on the

occasion of National Resil-
ience Day, he expressed
solidarity with the victims
of devastating earthquake
of October, 2005.

The Minister lauded
the exemplary role played
by the institutions engaged
in the national reconstruc-
tion following the earth-
quake.

Engineer Amir
Muqam also appreciated
the cooperation extended
by the international com-
munity following the
deadly earthquake.

Modern education
essential to tackle
challenges: Kundi

Dr. Mukhtar highlights
urgent need for resilient

health systems amid
global challenges

October 8’s grief still
fresh, says Mushaal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Tuesday empha-
sized the need for collabo-
rative efforts for the
broader interests of Paki-
stan, highlighting that qual-
ity and modern education
is essential to tackle the
challenges faced by the na-
tion.

He made these re-
marks as the guest of honor
at the Students’ Council
ceremony at Beaconhouse
College Program, Margalla
Campus, Islamabad.

During the event, the
Governor distributed
awards to the Students’
Council members and
shields to the faculty.

The ceremony also
featured speeches from the
Regional Director of
Beaconhouse College Pro-
gram, Khawaja Haider
Latif, Principal Ayesha
Ansar, and Senior Headmis-
tress Ayesha Hafeez, who
expressed gratitude to the
Governor for his visit and
participation.

Governor Kundi
stressed that education is
the fundamental guarantee
for societal development
and prosperity.

He said that education
equips individuals with
knowledge, skills, and ex-
periences, enabling them to
improve their lives.

He said that educated
individuals are better posi-
tioned to make informed
decisions, adopt healthy
lifestyles, and contribute
positively to the economy.

He further mentioned
that quality education plays
a vital role in addressing
social issues, fostering criti-
cal thinking, analytical abili-
ties, and a spirit of collabo-
ration among individuals.

To advance the jour-
ney toward societal pros-
perity, he urged the impor-
tance of ensuring the pro-
vision of quality education.

The Governor also
commended the perfor-
mance of the
Beaconhouse College
Program administration
during his address.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Se-
nior Kashmiri leader and
wife of Chairman Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation
Front Yasin Malik,
Mushaal Hussein Mullick,
on Tuesday said that the
haunting scenes of destruc-
tion caused by the October
8, 2005 earthquake are still
vivid in her memory, even
after 19 years.

In her message on the
19th anniversary of the cata-
strophic earthquake, she
reflected on the immense
devastation that unfolded
that day, private news chan-
nel reported.

“It’s been 19 years
since the tragic earthquake,
yet the horrifying images of
entire towns and villages
being wiped off the map in
mere moments are still fresh
in my mind. It is heartbreak-
ing to remember how entire
communities were erased in

a matter of seconds,” she
expressed.

She recalled the wide-
spread destruction of roads
and buildings, noting that
nearly 90,000 lives were
lost, including around
19,000 children.

“Today, I pay tribute
to the thousands of martyrs
who lost their lives in this
disaster,” she said. Mushaal
Mullick also prayed for the
departed souls, asking Al-
lah to elevate their status in
the hereafter.

She highlighted the
ongoing struggles faced by
those who were displaced
by the earthquake, noting
that around 3.5 million
people were rendered
homeless.

“We must make ef-
forts to continue helping
those affected by this trag-
edy,” she urged in her state-
ment.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi chaired an
important meeting at the
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) to review
preparations and arrange-
ments for the upcoming
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Sum-
mit.

The meeting also fo-
cused on the beautification
efforts underway in
Islamabad and other devel-
opment projects.

During the session,
Minister Naqvi empha-
sized the need for extensive
beautification of key areas,
particularly the Red Zone
and VIP routes.

He directed that at-
tractive landscaping be
implemented along major
roads and instructed that
the entire city be adorned
with vibrant flowers and
decorative lights in prepa-
ration for the international
event.

Minister Naqvi high-
lighted the importance of
completing renovation
work on the Jinnah Conven-
tion Center, assigning the
task of finishing the project
promptly.

He stressed the sig-
nificance of hosting the
SCO Summit, noting it as a
reflection of the
government’s successful
foreign policy efforts.

“Special attention
must be given to the beau-
tification and cleanliness of
Islamabad, with a focus on
VIP routes and the Red
Zone,” said Naqvi.

He added that these
measures were vital to en-
hancing the city’s appear-
ance ahead of the summit.

Security arrangements
for the SCO Summit were
also reviewed during the
meeting.

The Interior Minister
gave clear directives to take
firm action against illegal
housing societies, stressing
the importance of keeping
Islamabad free from unau-
thorized constructions and
encroachments.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA), Lieutenant Gen-
eral Inam Haider Malik on
Tuesday emphasized
Pakistan’s National Vision
for Proactive Disaster
Management, highlighting
the transformative shift
from a reactive to a proac-
tive disaster management
approach.

The National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) marked National
Resilience Day with a full-
day event at the National
Emergencies Operation
Center (NEOC), NDMA
Headquarters. This annual
observance reflects
Pakistan’s solidarity with

the victims of the 2005
earthquake and all those af-
fected by past disasters,
while reaffirming the
nation’s unwavering com-
mitment to advancing di-
saster preparedness and
building resilience against
future crises, a news
releasr said.

Chairman NDMA,
Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik highlighted
the establishment of most
modern National Emergen-
cies Operation Center, in-
augurated by the Prime
Minister on October 5,
2023, which is equipped by
cutting-edge satellite feeds,
advanced software, and AI
tools. He apprised that the
NEOC developed a futur-

istic National Common
Operating Picture (NCOP),
which enhances digital risk
assessments, early warning
systems, and preparedness
strategies to safeguard
Pakistan’s future.

The event also fea-
tured messages by
NDMA’s global partners
addressing critical issues for
Pakistan’s resilience, cli-
mate change and opportu-
nities for Pakistan to ex-
plore COP29 avenue in
November 2024.

They also emphasized
the importance of gender
equality and microfinance
in empowering vulnerable
communities and enhancing
their ability to recover from
disasters.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA),
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
on Tuesday directed the
department concerned to
resolve the issue of electric-
ity supply in Park Enclave
II and III to relieve the
allottees.

Chairing a meeting the
CDA chairman asked to ex-
pedite decisions on the can-
cellation of allotments for
defaulters in Park Enclave.

The Chairman also in-
structed the Estate Wing to
address the issues related to
Built-Up Properties (BUP)
in Park Enclave and the E-
12/1 and E-12/4 Phases of
Islamabad.

During the meeting,
the Finance Wing provided
a comprehensive briefing on
the fiscal status of the CDA,
with a focus on revenue
generation. It was briefed
that CDA is consistently
pursuing its financial tar-

gets set for the fiscal year.
Apart from auction re-
ceipts, recurring resources
of revenue are generating
considerable revenue.

The Member Finance
also presented a compara-
tive analysis of revenue gen-
eration among the various
directorates, including the
Metropolitan Corporation
Islamabad (MCI) and the
Directorate of Municipal
Administration (DMA).

Chairman Muhammad
Ali Randhawa emphasized
the need for consistent
oversight by the Finance
Wing to ensure progress.

He directed that the
Finance Wing take a lead-
ing role in tracking and man-
aging the efforts for revenue
generation regularly and
achieving the set targets for
the ongoing fiscal year.

The key issues were
discussed during the meet-
ing regarding Estate Man-
agement and II.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister of Pakistan on
National Health Services,
Regulations, and Coordina-
tion,

Dr. Malik Mukhtar
Ahmad Bharath Tuesday
highlighted the urgent need
for resilient health systems
amid global health security
challenges and climate
change.

He was speaking at
the inaugural session of
one-day International Con-
ference on Sustainable
Health Systems and Resil-
ience: Challenges and Op-
portunities held at
COMSTECH.

The conference was
organized by the Manhat-
tan Strategy Group, a
prominent US-Pakistani
social and human develop-
ment organisation, in col-
laboration with partner or-
ganizations.

In his opening re-
marks, Dr. Bharath com-

mended the organizers for
their dedication and empha-
sized the importance of
collaborative efforts in
strengthening Pakistan’s
health systems.

Dr. Bharath addressed
the significant impacts of
the 2022 floods, which dis-
placed millions and high-
lighted gaps in healthcare
delivery.

He advocated for en-
hanced primary healthcare
access, innovative financing
models like health insurance
schemes, and a collabora-
tive One Health approach
to integrate human, animal,
and environmental health
sectors.

He concluded by em-
phasizing the need for evi-
dence-based policymaking
and strengthening partner-
ships to effectively tackle
health challenges.

The conference under-
scored the essential contri-
butions of public health
workers in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prioritizing women’s edu-
cation is top priority for the
Government, as women are
a vital part of this society,
and the education and train-
ing of women is the mis-
sion of the Higher Educa-
tion Commission.

These thoughts were
expressed by the Chair-
man, Higher Education
Commission, Pakistan, Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, while ad-
dressing an Opening Cer-
emony of the English Ac-
cess Scholarship Program at
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity. He further mentioned
that the enrolment ratio of
female students in
Pakistan’s universities is
52%, and we are continu-
ing our efforts to increase
this number. During this oc-
casion, the Vice Chancellor,
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity, Professor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood, stated that edu-
cation is the only path for
the development and pros-
perity; without education,
no nation has a future.

He encouraged stu-
dents to pay special atten-

tion to their education to
secure a wonderful future.

Dr. Nasir thanked the
US Embassy and the En-
glish Department, AIOU
for their support in teach-
ing English to Pakistani chil-
dren.

He added that learning
English will bring many
benefits, giving students
opportunities for higher
education and job pros-
pects in various countries.

The Regional English
Language Officer at the US
Embassy, Gerald Frank,
said that Pakistan is the
only country among 80 na-
tions where 27,000 stu-
dents have received this
scholarship.

He noted that due to
the efforts of Allama Iqbal
Open University, 250 new
students have been enrolled
from three districts of Pa-
kistan (Mianwali, Bhakkar,
and Attock).

He mentioned that
under this program, stu-
dents will not only gain pro-
ficiency in English but also
can develop critical think-
ing, digital literacy.

Amir Muqam says:
Govt to take
all possible

measures to
protect country
from disasters
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit
Baltistan and SAFRON
Engineer Amir Muqam on
Tuesday said that the in-
cumbent government would
take all possible measures
to protect the country from
disasters.

The minister said in
his statement, he said that
today we are observing the
19th National Resilience
Day in memory of the dev-
astating earthquake of Oc-
tober 8, 2005, which caused
hundreds of thousands of
precious lives.

Expressing heartfelt
sympathy to the families
affected by the earthquake,
Amir Muqam paid rich trib-
utes to the people of Paki-
stan who showed courage
during the devastating
earthquake. Thousands of
people lost their lives in the
devastating earthquake
whose grief cannot be for-
gotten till today, he added.

In the earthquake, the
national institutions, re-
sponsible for reconstruc-
tion have played an exem-
plary role, Engineer Amir
Maqam added. The minis-
ter also appreciated the co-
operation of the international
community during the Oc-
tober 8, 2005 earthquake.

Govt plans to
integrate

MoHR helpline
for coord b/w
police, media

& victims
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The government is planning
to integrate the HRD
Ministry’s helpline 1099 to
strengthen coordination be-
tween the police, media, and
victims at the grassroots
level.

Talking to APP, Direc-
tor General Ministry of
Human Rights Dr:
Jahanzeb Khan said that
there is a dire need to create
awareness about the
helpline quarterly year. He
said that the integration of
helplines would help the
people and 15 different of-
ficials’ helplines integrate
each other’s and SOP would
be completed that would
facilitate the people.
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Terrorism upsurge
A string of deadly incidents of
terrorism in different parts of
the country over the weekend
illustrates the multifaceted na-
ture of the militant threat that
confronts Pakistan.

It also highlights the fact that
the state cannot afford major
security lapses. While there
was initial confusion about the
nature of the powerful blast
near Karachi airport late on
Sunday, it is now clear that it
was a terrorist attack. At least
three people have been con-
firmed killed in the incident,
including two Chinese nation-
als. The foreigners were appar-
ently the target of this terror-
ist attack as a convoy of Chi-
nese workers was passing
through the area. The banned
Baloch Liberation Army has
claimed responsibility for the
atrocity, saying that its Majeed
Brigade carried out the attack.

Meanwhile, a number of se-
curity personnel were martyred
in KP and Balochistan on Sat-
urday. Thirteen army and FC
personnel were martyred dur-
ing separate clashes with mili-
tants in North Waziristan and
Kurram, while three security
men lost their lives in a road-
side bomb attack in Kalat.

The Karachi bombing should
send alarm bells ringing in the
corridors of power. It comes only
a week before high-ranking for-
eign dignitaries from various
states are due to gather in
Islamabad for the SCO summit.
It may well be that the Chinese
nationals were targeted to
sabotage the SCO event.

The Chinese embassy has
not minced its words, demand-
ing that Pakistan “thoroughly
investigate the attack [and] se-
verely punish the perpetra-
tors”, and has called upon the
state to protect Chinese citi-
zens and projects in the coun-
try. This is the second major
incident targeting Chinese na-
tionals this year after the
Bisham attack in March, in
which five foreigners were
killed. Simply put, Pakistan
cannot afford such acts of ter-
rorism as the economy begins
a long journey of recovery, and
the country re-engages with
the world by hosting bilateral
and multilateral exchanges.
The Karachi airport is supposed
to be a highly secure location,
guarded by civil LEAs, and sur-
rounded by military installa-
tions. A thorough probe is
therefore very much required
to uncover how terrorists were
able to strike at such a sensi-
tive location. Moreover, the at-
tacks in Karachi and in KP and
Balochistan illustrate how var-
ied the militant threat is: rang-
ing from separatist groups to
religiously inspired fighters.
Instead of crushing the politi-
cal opposition, all arms of the
state — including the adminis-
tration and the security estab-
lishment — need to fully devote
their energies to eliminating the
terrorist threat from the coun-
try. In the short term, this can
be achieved through intelli-
gence-based operations that
pre-empt violent actors from
carrying out their malevolent
designs. Economic recovery
and national development will
be impossible to achieve unless
these terrorist threats are ad-
dressed. Therefore, the state
needs to go beyond rhetoric
and take meaningful steps in
this regard.

Water for some The AMR hazard
Danyal Adam Khan

In 2024, the fact that al-
most half of Pakistan’s
urban population must go
without access to water
has to be one of the big-
gest service delivery di-
sasters in the history of
our country.

The stark inequity is
best framed through a
comparison of two statis-
tics. On one hand, a re-
cent ADB report on sus-
tainable urbanisat ion
claims that 43 per cent of
the country’s urban
population does not have
access to water. On the
other, every study tells us
that groundwater in our
cities has been depleting
at an alarming rate — such
as 1.7 metres per annum
in Islamabad, according to
UN Habitat. This means
water is being used up
rapidly, just as half of us
live without it.

Broadly speaking,
there are three direct
ways in which climate
change manifests itself in
cities: air quality, tem-
perature, and either a
scarcity or an excess of
water. With each of these
elements, there is a dis-
proportionate impact on
lower socioeconomic
classes, which is exacer-
bated by a mismanage-
ment of available re-
sources. In other words,
climate change may be
giving rise to new prob-
lems, but these are based
on inequities we have al-
ready created.

One thing is abso-
lutely fundamental to un-
derstanding this: the prob-
lem of cities and climate
change is multifaceted
and has to be addressed
holistically, instead of
through isolated project-
based interventions. For
instance, the major cause
of urban flooding is an
excessive concretisation
of cities, which is a direct
result of flawed land-use
policies, as well as a crip-
pling reliance on private
vehicles which forces us
to pave highways every-

where.  This
concretisation also hap-
pens to  be l inked to
groundwater depletion,
since it increases surface
run-off and doesn’t allow
rainwater to permeate.

The highways,  in
turn, are a by-product of
the rampant privatisation
and commodification of
land which has made us a
nation of housing societ-
ies. Buying up (often forc-
ibly) land on the outskirts
of cities means they need
to be connected to the ur-
ban core with superhigh-
ways and untenable
sprawl.  The cars that
then reluctantly ply these
in the absence of public
transport not only cause
congestion, but are the
biggest source of carbon
emissions in cities and a
major contributor to the
urban heat island effect.

Importantly, these
private housing societies
are often not provided
water connections by mu-
nicipal authorities, but
rather use boreholes to
freely pump out of a mu-
tual water table, just like
affluent households in the
urban core. And if the
state does not have the
capacity to provide wa-
ter, it certainly has no ca-
pacity to regulate un-
checked usage through
private boreholes. It all
comes full circle.

In every scenario, it
is the poorest segment of
urban society which is
made to suffer the biggest
burden.  This segment
makes up a dispropor-
tionate amount of the
43pc of our urban popu-
lat ion without  water ,
67pc without solid waste
management, 18pc with-
out sanitation, and 57pc
residing in slums.

Many in the devel-
opment sector point to
how much Pakistani cit-
ies lose out by not ‘recov-
ering cost’ for the munici-
pal facilities they pro-
vide, such as water. They
claim that this results in
low-quality public ser-
vices in exchange for a

massive subsidy burden
on the government. There
is an element of truth to
this. It is impractical to
believe, for example, that
we can go on for long
without charging for wa-
ter  use — especial ly
given our consumption
habits in the face of per
capita scarcity.

But instead of jump-
ing on the privatisation
bandwagon, it is impor-
tant to remember that wa-
ter is not only a funda-
mental human right, it
also has no alternative.
Any model we adopt, as
a result, has to be equi-
table and redistributive.
This me--a-ns the state is
compelled to provide a
certain amount of water
(according to an interna-
tionally ag--reed minimum
requirement)  free of
charge. Doing otherwise
would not only be crimi-
nal, but would also create
even more perverse incen-
tives to cheat the system.

So what are the al-
ternatives? A possible
three-step solution could
look something like this:
1) invest in an urban wa-
ter-metering system,
without  which we are
blind to how much is be-
ing consumed, and where;
2) charge a progressive
tax on excess usage above
the minimum provision;
3) use these funds to ex-
tend the water and sani-
tat ion network to full
coverage, repair dilapi-
dated infrastructure, and
invest in rainwater har-
vesting and groundwater
recharge.

The status quo is a
result of too little regula-
tion, not too much of it.
Without it, we will con-
tinue to live in a situation
where the privi leged
pump out water without
cost or accountability,
and the marginalised are
pushed further into a
state of perpetual depri-
vation. When no rules
apply and no system ex-
ists, everyone loses in a
race to the bottom.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Arif Azad
Last month, the antimi-
crobial resistance agenda
received a significant
policy and research boost.
At a high-level UN Gen-
eral Assembly meeting on
AMR, member states
pledged to double down
on AMR containment ef-
forts with guarantees and
increased funding. The
meeting, eight years after
the first  one in  2016,
provided a political push
to a coordinated global re-
sponse to the agenda.

AMR, a multifaceted
global threat, is affecting
humans, animals, the en-
vironment, agriculture and
food. Its wider effects are
discernible in higher mor-
tality rates, additional ex-
penditure for health sys-
tems, compromised health
gains from surgical proce-
dures due to infections,
economic losses,  low
productivity and rising
poverty caused by the ex-
orbitant healthcare costs
associated with AMR. A
credible estimate predicts
that 28 million could be-
come poor due to the high
rates of AMR; of those
affected, 26m are likely to
live in low-income coun-
tries.

These figures, along
with a study published in
The Lancet in mid-Sep-
tember, present a grim
picture: the study esti-
mated 1.91m deaths,
which can be attributed
to AMR, and 8.22m
deaths associated with
AMR by 2050. The re-
port shows South Asia,
Latin America and the
Caribbean as the worst-
hit regions. The research
also shows an over 50 per
cent decrease in AMR-re-
lated deaths among under
five-year-olds.

At the other end,
mortalities rose by over
80pc in the over 70-year-
old age bracket .  The
study forecasts 39m
deaths from AMR be-
tween 2025 to 2050. The
latest estimates are far
higher than the original

estimate of 10m deaths
by 2050, which was pre-
dicted in the Review on
Antimicrobial Resistance
in 2014. The new statis-
tics should force us to
take notice of the magni-
tude of the AMR threat
— the report identifies
South Asia as the hotspot.

An earlier study con-
ducted by the US- based
Inst i tute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation
showed that in Pakistan
there were 59,200 deaths
directly attributable to
AMR with 221,300
deaths linked with AMR
in 2019. In South Asia,
new AMR mortality-re-
lated figures for Pakistan
are likely to be higher
than in other regional
countries.

The two aspects of
AMR devastation must
prompt the authorities to
strategise and implement
measures on a war foot-
ing to reduce the scale of
the rapidly growing
AMR crisis.

The aforementioned
meeting did indicate that
there is an existing global
alignment around AMR
as evidenced in the adop-
tion of the political dec-
laration. The declaration,
which was the most sig-
nificant outcome of the
high-level gathering, lays
tremendous emphasis on
framing and implementing
national action plans on
AMR.

Most countries have
formed their plans in line
with the World Health
Organisation’s global ac-
tion plans and many are
in the NAP revision pro-
cess, including Pakistan.
Yet implementation chal-
lenges have so far been
exacerbated by funding
shortfalls and the lack of
sustained political will.
However, with the adop-
tion of the political dec-
laration, political will and
funding pledges seem to
have aligned well. The
declaration also sets a
target of 60pc of the na-
tional action plans being
funded and evaluated by

2030, along with the in-
tention to update the glo-
bal action plan by 2026.

Moreover, the head
of the Global Leaders
Group on Antimicrobial
Resistance, Barba-dos
Prime Minister  Mia
Amor Mottley laun-ched
a funding appeal  of
$100m for the national
action plans. The politi-
cal declaration also sets
the target of a 10pc re-
duction in AMR-related
deaths by 2030. More
imp-ortantly, given the
intertwined nature of the
AMR threat ,  a
multisectoral and collabo-
rative approach under the
umbrella of One Health,
ste-e-red by the
Quad-ripartite arrange-
ment,  has been re-
inforced. The co-mbined
One Hea-lth work will be
further accelerated and
coordinated through a
collaborative ap-pr--oach
and incre-a--sed funding
ap-propriation.

As Pakistan is likely
to be one of the worst af-
fected countries in the
South Asian reg-ion, the
AMR threat is a real and
present danger, which has
been growing impercepti-
bly over many decades.
Against this bleak back-
drop, there is an urgent
need for shar-per focus on
AMR control and con-
tainment p rogrammes
through accelerated and
consistent political com-
mitment and enhanced
funding. This assumes
special significance in
light of the new research,
which presents an esca-
lated level of the AMR
threat, as well as the po-
litical declaration, which
puts political weight be-
hind containment and
control measures.

Therefore, the need
for urgent action cannot
be underestimated. The
revised national action
plan forms the foundation
for incentivised, speedy
planning on AMR with
political resolve and dedi-
cated resources.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

More politics, not less

Jews, Zionists and the media

Arifa Noor

Once again, there is chaos
on the streets in
Islamabad and beyond.
There are people on the
roads, communications
and life have been dis-
rupted and there is very
little information on the
news channels.

And then, we have
two very loud sides to the
story — one which feels
it has won with people’s
power,  and the other
which tells us only the
house wins because it al-
ways has. That both are
still locked in a never-end-
ing struggle is accepted by
neither side.Even Holly-
wood is willing to accept
the end of a good idea and
let popular and long-run-
ning shows conclude, but
not us. For us, there is
never too much of a good
or bad thing. And so it is
with politics.

So here we are with
our longest-running soap
— the opposition on the
roads and the government
doing what it does best,
ie, pretending it is watch-
ing over a functional state
and economy. But there
are some differences, it
seems. Not because the
scriptwriters have de-

cided to add a few origi-
nal touches but because
the country and the world
have changed.

So on the one hand,
there is a party in the op-
posi t ion which has
reaped the benefits of de-
mographic changes, and
on the other, we have
older, tired parties, which
have been at it for too
long.

The young in PTI
think they have discov-
ered people’s power for
the first time and can
change history by taking
to the streets.  These
young supporters (more
than the PTI politicians)
have not just kept the
party alive and thriving
but also appear to be the
ones taking to the streets
without being led. Their
belief in themselves and
the leader they have
anointed doesn’t require
the second-tier leadership
as such.

The second-tier lead-
ers or politicians in this
party are like the loyal
best friend in Bollywood
coming-of-age romances.
Their only job is to pro-
vide a bit of emotional and
logistical support to the
star-crossed lovers. At
best, they can gain popu-

Quetta

Jawed Naqvi

The CNN reporter gave a
victory cry for his adven-
tures in  an act ive
warzone. The headlines
said it all. He had trav-
elled with the Israeli air
fleet to watch and ‘cover’
firsthand the bombing of
a Yemeni port.

The Houthis were
apparently using the fa-
cility to import stuff to
target the Zionist state.
The report carried images
of dense smoke billowing
from the target  just
blasted. Bravo! But what
then happened to  the
amazing reporting heroics
when it came to describ-
ing the smoke billowing
in Israel, possibly from an
airbase?

Where did the avid
reporter hide his zeal
when he returned to his
hosts? Was there a single
image of even a barren
desolate ground, leave
alone a military facility,
dented by one or more of
the missiles Iran had fired
at  his hosts? Not the
journalist’s fault if he
didn’t  because,  given
Israel’s extensive censor-
ship, he couldn’t.

That’s the weak link
(or an asset depending on
one’s point  of view)

about embedded journal-
ism. It’s how we have
weaponised the media
practically in every com-
bat zone, whether it’s an
election being advertised
in Kashmir or a massacre
being ‘normalised’ in oc-
cupied Palestine. That’s
how we feed one-sided
stories, like the ones that
led to the invasion of Iraq
over false accusations
vented by a complicit
media.

But the perils of em-
bedded journalism are old
and were on display in
the Vietnam War even as
they peaked in the assault
on Iraq and the pillage of
Afghanistan. I had friends
in the Western media in
Dubai who were headed
to Peshawar in the 1980s,
to “do the Mooj”, once
their endearing term for
the US-backed Afghan
mujahideen. Peshawar
became a duty station re-
plete with creature com-
forts, particularly exotic
food and drinks stowed
away in suitcases from
Spinney’s and African &
Eastern stores in the Gulf
sheikhdom.

Fortunately,  the
world also produces a
Julian Assange,  a
Mordechai Vanunu or a
Seymour Hersh, to reboot

the endearing idea of hon-
est journalism. “I was
never invited to the White
House, never wanted to
be,” Hersh would say.
Such men and women re-
kindle one’s faith in the
media to  explore the
truth, a commodity that
becomes the first casualty
in a war. It was Hersh
who breached the
smokescreen of false-
hoods in Vietnam with his
exposé of the My Lai
massacre orchestrated by
a young American mili-
tary officer.

Hersh was a rookie
when he broke the news
from Vietnam, a story that
greatly led to the end of
the war which had devas-
tated both sides. It was
rewarding to read Hersh’s
piece on  Hassan
Nasrallah last week, not
least because the Ameri-
can journalist happens to
be Jewish.

“I must confess that
I liked Hassan Nasrallah,”
Hersh wrote, drawing
from his previous articles
on the Middle East .
Hersh described his long
meetings with Nasrallah
in the winter of 2003. “It
was a few months after
the US invasion of Iraq, a
response George W. Bush
and Dick Cheney had de-

cided on two years ear-
lier, in the aftermath of 9/
11, even though Iraq was
led by the secular Saddam
Hussein who had no con-
nection to Al Qaeda.”

Hersh says he had
learnt of a strange connec-
tion between former Is-
raeli prime minister Ehud
Barak, who during his
army career was a com-
mander of the Sayeret
Matkal, Israel’s most se-
cret commando unit, and
Nasrallah, the head of
Hezbollah.

“The issue was a
prisoner exchange be-
tween Israel  and
Hezbollah that took place
after a lot of back and
forth between Nasrallah
and Barak, who was re-
fusing to return one of
the prisoners.”
Nasrallah’s back-channel
talks continued with Ariel
Sharon,  who replaced
Barak as prime minister
in 2001. “It was stunning
news.” Later, Nasrallah
would stump Hersh again.
The Americans were try-
ing to rig the elections in
Iraq to promote Sunni
candidates. “Nasrallah
was amused by the idiocy
of Washington sending
diplomats and other offi-
cials to Iraq who knew
little about the country

and could speak no Ara-
bic.  He told me that
America had no idea how
to fix elect ions and
seemed to believe that the
winning party needed a
majority of 50 per cent or
better. He then told me
that the winning party
would be Shiite and have
48.1pc of the vote.”

Pseudo pollsters, not
least the Indian variety,
can eat their hearts out.
The election was won by
the Shia Ibrahim al-
Jaafari with 48.19pc of
the vote. Hersh is,  of
course, not a supporter of
Hezbollah or Hamas, nor
of Israeli atrocities in
Gaza. He is a straightfor-
ward journalist of the kind
that riles nation-states
that get in his crosshairs,
not least his own, the
United States.

Hersh may not be an
avid critic of Israel per se,
but a whole corpus of
Jewish students, academ-
ics and public intellectu-
als has arisen to slam Zi-
onism. They have been
campaigning on university
campuses against Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s murder
and destruction of Arab ci-
vilians with US support
and weaponry.

While the global me-
dia barring exceptions has

larity à la Arshad Warsi’s
character  Circuit  to
Sanjay Dut t’s Munna
Bhai, but that’s about it.
The real and lasting rela-
tionship is between Imran
Khan and the people. The
protests on Sunday made
this evident when people
put up a power show.

At the other end are
the PPP and PML-N —
out of sync with the
changing world. They
struggle to connect with
the people and modern
communication strate-
gies. As a result, they are
now more dependent on
the establishment than on
the people.

Or it could just be
that  they are too ex-
hausted for yet another
bout after having struggled
for decades. Indeed, long
bouts weaken every
party. Simply consider
the PPP,  which lost
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
his daughter since its for-
mation.  And by now,
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari is
more a king-in-waiting
than a people’s leader like
his mother was. What else
can explain his latest in-
terest  in the constitu-
tional court?

The N, on the other
hand, has also taken in-

difference to politics to a
new level. The capital
may have been overrun,
but the N part of the gov-
ernment doesn’t care.

They were missing in
action as the situation
rapidly deteriorated, with
the interior minister, who
also looks after cricket,
being the face of the gov-
ernment as Islamabad
went into lockdown
mode.

Was the government
simply distancing itself or
being kept away? The
rumoured explanations
are many — the party is
wary of the bad rep it is
earning; the powers that
be are tired of it; a third
one even suggests the
party is  s imply not
happy with the cabinet
choices imposed on it.

But this crisis apart,
the Noonies seem to be
wary of politics in gen-
eral. They haven’t both-
ered with the art and sci-
ence of this animal since
they took power back in
2022. They seem to have
conceded defeat  and
settled down to a listless
life of power (and very
little governance) with a
dash of ‘mujhe kyun
nikala’ thrown in occa-
sionally to excite journal-

ists.
The fault, though,

might not lie with the po-
litical parties alone. The
powers that be seem to
have evolved as much as
the country and the
people have.  There is
little interest, it seems, in
acquiring friends and al-
l ies.  ‘Masters,  not
Friends’ is a worthy title
for a book on the present
times.

The aim is to push
ahead with the
centralisation of power
and decision-making
without direct interven-
tion; there is no longer
even an attempt to cam-
ouflage the effort though
it is proving far harder
than anyone realises. It
took a Herculean effort to
manage the election, but
it seems that it wasn’t
enough.  And now the
numbers in parliament
have to be managed to
manage the judges.

And the judges
aren’t  operat ing in  a
vacuum. Some of them
prove intractable because
the economy and demog-
raphy mean the pushback
from the people contin-
ues to be there. Each de-
fiant judge encourages the
people, and the people’s

noise provides an impe-
tus to the judges. And this
is not just about the PTI
but others also, such as
the Baloch.

Sadly, all this has
simply made those at the
top dig in harder. What
else would one call the ef-
fort to sabotage the tran-
si tion in  the Supreme
Court, by pushing for a
consti tut ional  amend-
ment?

And constantly
ramping up tensions with
the party governing KP,
where the situation is fur-
ther complicated because
of the security situation?
The mysterious disap-
pearance of Chief Minis-
ter Ali Gandapur is a case
in point.

That this disappear-
ance appears to have co-
incided with the notifica-
tion to ban the PTM will
send but one message to
a key province.

On such days, one
yearns not just for the
political parties to do
politics but also the good
old days when other in-
stitutions would indulge
in good old-fashioned
politics rather than sim-
ply use the hammer for
every nail.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

‘normalised’ Israel’s
deadly bombings as ‘air
campaigns’, a good num-
ber of analysts are
conflating Jews with Zion-
ists. This confusion exists
for other religions as well.
For example, Hinduism is
often conflated with the
right-wing nationalist ide-
ology of Hindutva. Dalit
ideologues like B.R.
Ambedkar, though, had
serious issues with Hindu-
ism too. In this seeming
contrariness, Jewish Irani-
ans are mourning the death
of Nasrallah, an opponent
of Zionism.

However, we happen
to be living in an era of in-
tense propaganda. And so,
it’s tempting for Rabbi Pini
Dunner, from the Beverly
Hills Synagogue with its
huge Iranian community, to
claim: “Iran’s Jewish com-
munity lives in fear of per-
secution if they don’t align
themselves with the
regime’s warped views.”

If that were true, how
do we explain the hostility
towards Israeli occupation,
which the Jewish commu-
nity in the West feels so
strongly? Israel’s formi-
dable critics are led by Jew-
ish intellectuals like Ilan
Pape,  Gabor Mate,
Norman Finkelstein or
Jeffry Sachs.
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif presides over the 17th Provincial Cabinet meeting.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a
meeting of Agriculture Department, at CM House in Karachi.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health Khawaja Salman Rafique in a group
photo with Secretary Rizwan Naseer and Rescuers on the eve of National
Resilience Day at Emergency Service Academy.

LAHORE: Minister for Minorities Affairs Punjab
Sardar Ramesh Singh Arora in a group photo with
Pastor Ed and Sunny Gill from the United States.
Wishal Gill, Anil Sahotra and Daud Sharif Sahotra
are also present.

PESHAWAR: Members of United Municipal
Worker Union block road as they are holding
protest demonstration against non-payment of
their dues salaries and  pensions, at Bacha Khan
Chowk in Peshawar.

FAISALABAD: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan is addressing the lawyer’s
community at the auditorium of District Bar
Association (DBA) Faisalabad.

PESHAWAR: A postman is collecting letters from
a post box at GPO Cantt for further delivery as
world celebrates World Post Day on 9th October.

CM chairs 17th cabinet meeting,
approves historic program of

collective weddings

KP Govt takes important
decisions for security
of Chinese nationals

Growers to be
incentivised during

Rabi crops for better
yield: Murad Shah

PESHAWAR (APP): A
high-level meeting was held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur, on
Tuesday at the Chief
Minister’s House and took
stock of the security
arrangements for Chinese
nationals and other
foreigners working in the
province, in the context of
the recent terrorist attack
on a convoy of Chinese
engineers in Karachi.

Important decisions
were made after detailed
de l ib era t ion s  o n  the
future course of action
to  ensu re  fo o lp ro of
secur i ty  fo r  Ch inese
nat ionals  working on
var iou s  d evelopment
projects in the province.

The Chief Secretary,

Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry,
Inspector General of
Police, Akhtar Hayat Khan
Gandapur, Additional
Chief Secretary  Home,
Muhammad Abid Majeed,
and other senior officials
institutions attended the
meeting. Divisional
commissioners and regional
police officers also
attended the meeting via
video link.

In the meeting, it was
decided to immediately
purchase additional
vehicles required for the
security of Chinese
nationals. If necessary,
helicopters, including
those of the provincial
government, and hired
helicopters, would be
utilized for their
movement, the meeting
decided.

The Chief Minister
said that the provincial
government highly values
China’s cooperation in the
development of the
province. He emphasized
that Chinese engineers play
a crucial role in
implementing key
development projects in
both the country and the
province.

He reiterated that
there would be no
compromise on the security
of Chinese engineers
working on development
projects in the province.
The Chief Minister was
given a detailed briefing by
the concerned authorities
regarding the security
arrangements for Chinese
nationals working in the
province, issues, and
challenges.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah presiding
over a joint meeting of the
agriculture and irrigation
departments said that he
has allocated Rs8 billion in
the budget for the
development of the
agriculture sector through
Benazir Hari Card.

“The Rabi season is
starting; therefore, the
growers be incentivised so
that they could grow wheat
as a bumper crop apart
from other Rabi crops.”

The meeting was held
here at CM House on
Tuesday. It was attended
by Minister P&D Nasir
Shah, Minister Agriculture
Mohammad Bux Mahar,
Chief Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah, Chairman P&D
Najam Shah, Secretary
Agriculture Rafiq Buriro,
Secretary Finance Fayaz
Jatoi and Secretary to CM
Raheem Shaikh. Minister
Irrigation Jam Khan Shoro
and Secretary Food Khalid
Shaikh attended the
meeting through a video
link.CM said that Rs 8.00
billion has been allocated
to support growers,
particularly the small ones
through the Benazir Hari
Card.Mr Shah said that
during the 2022 floods,
Sindh had 4 million acres
of standing kharif crop, and
the crop was damaged even
more, covering 3.6 million
acres. He added that the
total loss during the floods
amounted to Rs 421 billion.

“We are working to
revitalize the agriculture
sector and introduce new
crops to reduce reliance on
imported agricultural
products,” he said.

The CM decided that
the agriculture department
would guide the growers to
grow those crops which
could be exported. “We are
exporting rice and mostly
import pulses,” he said
adding that pulses have a
vast market domestically
and even for export.

He directed the
agriculture department to
analyse the market for
crops, especially those
that are imported by the
federal government, to
advise local farmers to
grow these crops instead.

The meeting decided
that the agriculture
workshop of the
Agriculture Department
would be activated to
provide agricultural
machinery to the growers
for land leveling,
harvesting and other works.
“We have to help growers
to make their lands more
fertile and adopt the
methods of appropriate use
of water,” he said. Mr Shah
also directed the agriculture
department to prepare a
scheme to provide
agricultural machinery to
the growers in easy
instalments. “Our grower
must avail agricultural
loans the banks are offering
through different schemes,”
he said.

Efforts underway to
empower Youth: Rana
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister Youth Programme
(PMYP) Rana Mashhood
Ahmed Khan has said that
all resources were being
utilised to empower the
youth under the Youth
Program.

Addressing the Girls
Cricket Camp 2024 at
Government Graduate
College Rawalpindi on
Tuesday,  he  said that
PMYP wil l provide a
platform to the youth in
educational institutions
so  th at  they can
demonstrate their talent
on merit.

Rana said that the
country’s economy has
stabilized and positive
indicators show the

remarkable achievements
of the present government
in every sector.

The Chairman PMYP
added that Pakistan’s
hockey had won medals
after 12 years in
international competitions
while Arshad Nadeem got
an opportunity to come
forward from the Punjab
Youth Festival.

He said that Athletes
like Shehbaz Rind, Usman
Wazir and others have
raised the flags of success
at the global level.

He said that the best
players would be selected
through the Talent Hunt
Programme while sports
academies were being set
up across the country to
explore the young flair.

Constitution to be
strengthened through
amendment: Governor

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif presided
over 17th meeting of the
provincial cabinet in which
the largest historical
program of collective
weddings in Punjab was
approved.

The project of group
marriage of 3,000 girls from
poor families was approved
across Punjab. Rs. 100,000
as wed money will be given
to the bride through ATM
card.  As many as 13 items
including furniture,
clothes, dinner sets will be
gifted.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif directed to increase
the scope of collective
marriages.

The Cabinet
approved allotment of one
lakh acres of land to
landless farmers on lease
for three and five years for
the purpose of temporary
cultivation across Punjab.
In the meeting, e-bus
service scheme was
approved in Punjab, under
which 27 buses will arrive
in the first phase. 1.2 MW
solar panels will be
installed in the parking lot
of e-buses for charging

purpose. As many as 680
e-buses will be functional
across Punjab by the end
of the current year.

The Chief Minister
sought the ‘Electric Taxi
Service Plan’ in Lahore.
Maryam Nawaz Sharif
ordered strict monitoring
of flour and chicken prices
across the province.

It was informed in the
briefing that 170,000
farmers in Punjab received
Kisan cards. Kisan cards
were issued to 267,000
farmers. Around 1.1 million
farmers applied for
obtaining Kisan card. As
many as 1-2 million
applications were received
for Green Tractor Scheme.
Scrutiny of 700,000
applicants for green
tractors has been
completed.

Approval was
granted to transfer funds to
the Housing Department
to construct 839 houses of
New Pakistan Housing
Scheme in Raiwind,
Chiniot and Sargodha.

Age relaxation of five
years has been approved
for promotion to the posts
of Inspector, Sub-
Inspector and Assistant

Sub-Inspector. The annual
repair of helicopter of
Government of Punjab was
approved. The Cabinet
approved the transfer of
land at Sheikhupura for oil
storage and other purposes
to Pakistan State Oil.

Agreement between
Board of Revenue and
Punjab Bank was approved
for collection of tax on
transfer of immovable
property through e-
stamping system. The
nomination of the Minister
of Agriculture and
Technical Member for
representation in the
Federal Seed Board was
approved.

 Re-appointment of
Board of Directors of
Punjab Health Initiatives
Management Company
and appointment of new
directors on vacant posts
was approved. The release
of funds of 1.7 billion
rupees was approved for
purchasing equipment and
furniture for the revamping
of tertiary care hospitals.

D e v e l o p m e n t
projects in five major
hospitals were approved
for inclusion in the Annual
Development Programme.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Punjab Governor Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan said
on Tuesday the
constitution was a
supreme document which
would be strengthened
through constitutional
amendment.

Addressing the
District Bar Association
(DBA), he said
amendments would be
made after due process of
consultation with all
stakeholders including
lawyers. He said that PPP
wanted a strategic balance
between judicial
commission and
parliamentary party with
a focused vision to
strengthen the democracy.
He said that all decisions
must be made on merit and
there should be no room to
speculate decisions on the
basis of bench formulation.
He said that his party had
offered unprecedented

sacrifices for the
independence of judiciary.
“I was in forefront of the
movement for the
restoration of former chief
justice Iftikhar Chaudhry”,
he said and added that upon
his restoration, Iftikhar
Chaudhry smartly ignored
the lawyers as well as
political parties.

He said that
constitutional amendment
had become a buzzword
today. Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari intended to
add some constitutional
amendments with a clear
objective to strengthen the
democracy and
parliamentary system of
the country. Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari had visited
different bars in Karachi
and Balochistan and he
would soon visit
Faisalabad to further
clarify the party stand on
the constitutional
amendments, he added.

Sindh minister assures
resolution of workers’

issues on priority

Salman chairs meeting
regarding Children’s

heart surgery program

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Labour and
Human Resource, Shahid
Abdus Salam Thaheem
Tuesday said that Sindh
government was taking
comprehensive measures
to resolve the issues of
labour and problems of
Sindh Employees Social
Security Institution
(SESSI) workers will be
resolved on priority.

The minister
expressed the views in a
meeting with a delegation
of SESSI CBA led by
President Peoples Labour
Bureau Sindh Habib-ud-din
Junaidi, said a statement .

The delegation
apprised the minister about

issues being faced by SESSI
employees including delay
in issuance regarding
minimum wages and
disconnection of gas
supply to staff colony of
Social Security Hospital
Landhi. Shahid Thaheem
assured the delegation that
immediate measures will
be taken to resolve the
issues and said that labour
department was working
on notification of minimum
wages and the process will
be completed soon.

He said that Sindh
government attached
priority to welfare of the
workers and it was taking
every possible step to
resolve the issues of labour.

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Health Minister
Khawaja Salman Rafique
on Tuesday chaired an
important meeting
regarding the Chief
Minister’s Children’s Heart
Surgery Program at the
Department of Specialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education. Parliamentary
Secretary Rushda Lodhi
also attended the meeting.
Punjab Health Secretary
Azmat Mehmud Khan,
Special Secretary for
Development Syed Wajid
Ali Shah, Additional
Secretary Dr. Waheed, Vice
Chancellor of the
University of Child Health
Sciences Prof. Masood
Sadiq, CEO of the Punjab
Health Initiative
Management Company Dr.
Ali Razaq, and Nosheen,
Director at the Punjab

Information Technology
Board, were present.

During the meeting,
Provincial Health Minister
Khawaja Salman Rafique
reviewed the Chief
Minister’s Children’s Heart
Surgery Program in detail,
with a briefing provided by
the PITB. On this
occasion, Khawaja Salman
Rafique stated,
“Alhamdulillah, more than
280 innocent children have
successfully undergone
surgery under the Chief
Minister’s Children’s Heart
Surgery Program. The
scope of this program will
be expanded. There has
been a significant reduction
in the waiting list for
surgeries of these innocent
children, he said and added,
“We pay tribute to
everyone contributing to
this noble cause.”

Governor
visits martyred
army officer’s

residence
LAHORE (APP):
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan on
Tuesday visited the
residence of martyred Lt.
Colonel Muhammad Ali
Shaukat in Faisalabad.

Lieutenant Colonel
Muhammad Ali Shaukat
was martyred while
fighting against terrorists in
North Waziristan, says a
press release by the
Governor’s media cell here.

The governor
expressed his condolences
to the family and paid rich
tribute to the services and
bravery of Lieutenant
Colonel Muhammad Ali
Shaukat Shaheed.

He said the whole
nation values the sacrifices
of martyrs and their
families. He said that the
nation would not forget its
martyrs and their
sacrifices. He admired the
determination of the
martyr’s sons to join the
Pakistan Army.

ANF recovers
37.183 kg
drugs in 11
operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting 11
operations across the
country managed to
recover over 37 kg drugs
worth Rs 6.8 million and
arrested 13 accused, said an
ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Tuesday.

He informed that a
special campaign was
launched to net drug
dealers supplying drugs to
students of educational
institutions.

In an operation, 4 kg
hashish was recovered
from the possession of an
accused rounded up near a
university in Hyderabad.

500 grams ice was
recovered from an accused
netted near a university on
Old Shajaabad Road,
Multan.

667 grams opium and
1.128 kg hashish were
recovered near a university
in Faisalabad and an
accused was arrested
during the operation.

310 grams hashish
was recovered from a drug
dealer nabbed near a college
located on Pindi Road,
Kohat. 150 intoxicated
tablets were recovered
from an Afghan national
from Khannapul
Expressway Islamabad.

600 grams hashish
was recovered from two
suspects arrested near
Azam Basti Qayyumabad.

MNA
distributes
“Himmat
Cards”

NOSHEHRA VIRKAN
(APP): Member National
Assembly, Azhar Qayyum
Nahra here on Tuesday
inaugurated distribution of
“ Himmat cards” among
disabled persons in the
tehsil.

A ceremony was
organized to distribute the
cards among registered
disabled persons of the
tehsil in social welfare
office .

Dengue claims
another life,
cases mounts

to 2143
RAWALPINDI (APP):
One more patient died on
Tuesday in Rawalpindi as
dengue fever is
continuously increasing as
total dengue patients
recorded till date are 2143
since January 2024.

Ruaqayya Amir 26
passed away at Holly
Family Hospital.

The deceased
belonged to Dhoke
Munshi, was declared by
the District Health
Authority as died of
Dengue Shock Syndrome
(DSS). Total casualties
after the recent death have
reached six in Rawalpindi.

According to the
details, 147 more patients
have been diagnosed with
dengue fever during last 24
hours in Rawalpindi.

The data released by
the District Health
Department on Tuesday
shows 280 patients are
still under treatment in
allied hospitals.

Girl killed,
seven injured

in road accident
SARGODHA (APP): A girl
was killed while seven
others sustained multiple
injuries in a road accident
near here on Tuesday.

According to Rescue-
1122, two families were
returning to Sargodha from
Faisalabad by a carry-van
when a dumper truck hit
their vehicle from behind
near Faisalabad Road. As a
result, Saima d/o Ilyas, a
resident of Chak No. 88-
NB, died on the spot due

Parliamentary secretary
visits LDA Citizen
Facilitation Center

LAHORE (APP):
Parliamentary Secretary
for Housing Barrister
Sultan Bajwa made an
unexpected visit to the
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) Citizen
Facilitation Center on
Tuesday.

During the visit, LDA
DG Tahir Farooq briefed
him on the ongoing reforms
at the facility and provided
updates on the progress of
daily applications
received.DG Farooq
assured that the processing
of shifted files was being
completed within 48 hours
and emphasized the LDA’s
focus on improving service
delivery at the center. He
mentioned plans to soon
reactivate a call center to
gather citizen feedback.

Barrister Bajwa
interacted with citizens
present at the center,
receiving their feedback on
the quality of services,

particularly appreciating
the timely issuance of No
Objection Certificates
(NOCs). He also engaged
with individuals visiting
for property transfers to
gather their insights.

The parliamentary
secretary reviewed the
online building plan
approval process, DG
LDA noted that citizens
can now obtain approvals
from the LDA website and
mobile app. So far, 825
applications have been
received, and all individuals
who submitted payment
have been issued their
plans, he added.

Under the directives
of the Punjab Chief
Minister, the LDA is
continuing its digital
reforms, working towards
becoming a paperless
organization. The LDA
aims to minimize human
resource interaction to
enhance service efficiency.



Page
06

Wednesday  October 09,  2024
Quetta

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb held a
meeting with a group of investors led by Barclays at the Finance Division.

Federal Minister for Planning Ahsan Iqbal and Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal in the event of Innovation Lab on Achieving $100
Billion Exports Target organized by MoPDSI here in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer
Hussain chairing the meeting of Sugar Advisory Board.

LAHORE: Laborers filling sacks with bird-
pecking grain in the grain market of the provincial
capital.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
in a meeting with the representatives of Hutchison Ports Company.

HYDERABAD: Labourers busy in preparing the
design on the bangles with the help of machine at
their workplace.

SMEs sector holds $40-$60b
export potential: Ahsan Iqbal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning
Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal on
Tuesday said that the Small
Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) had the potential
of $40-60 billion export in
the next 3 to 5 years.

Speaking at the
‘Export-led Economy –
Race to $100 billion’
ceremony, along with
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan, he said
that the government would
facilitates SMEs sector to
achieve this potential
target.

The minister
reaffirmed the government
commitment to
significantly increasing

exports, setting an
ambitious target of $100
billion within eight years.

He stressed that
achieving this target within
eight years, would be
beneficial, but in case of
missing, it would pose
significant challenges.

Ahsan emphasized
the need to enhance
production and leverage
key sectors such as
agriculture, manufacturing,
and information
technology, mining,
manpower and creative
industries to drive growth.

In order to increase
the exports, the
government would
collaborate with the
relevant department/

ministries to develop a
dashboard, outlining a clear
road-map for growth in
these sectors, he added.

Similarly, he said that
only 70 out of 500
companies on the Karachi
Stock Exchange generated
exports of around $10,000,
and big KSE companies
earned billions in profit
without contributing to
dollar exports.

To address this, he
suggested for working on
policies and incentives to
encourage the private
sector to contribute to the
country’s exports.

Jam Kamal Khan
attributed Pakistan’s
export decline to various
factors, including high

interest rates, production
costs, COVID-19, and the
Ukraine conflict.

However, he
highlighted that the
government had formulated
a strategy to increase the
country exports to $60
billion.

He said that inflation
and interest rates had come
down consistently while
the global investors were
interested in investing in
Pakistan. “Investors
confidence has restored
after International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
programme”, he remarked.

“In the past, the focus
was on textiles, now the
focus is on pharmaceutical
exports”, he added.

Concrete strategy in place to meet
future energy demands: Awais

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Power
Division Sardar Awais
Ahmed Khan Leghari on
Tuesday said that concrete
strategy has been put into
place to meet the future
energy’s demands of the
country.

“As energy always
plays a key role in
economy of the country so
generation, transmission
and distribution system of
energy sector is being
revamped on modern
lines,” he said while
addressing a function here
at National University of
Science and Technology
(NUST).

He said the
environment friendly
renewable energy was also
being promoted in the
country adding that around
17,000 megawatts (MW)
were going to be added to
the system by 2034.
Generation, transmission
and distribution were all
part of the power sector but
in the past the generation
part has not been added in
healthy manner means at
least cost methodology.
However, he said we were
committed to adding
generation on least cost
methodology basis in the
future.

He said issues with

Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) were
being resolved amicably
adding that he is grateful to
IPPs for their cooperation
to revise the contract
condition.

He was of the views
that the power has to be
generated by the private
sector and there should not
be a single purchasers like
Central Power Purchasing
Agency (CPPA) in the
country. There must be a
competition which would
not only help come down
the prices of electricity but
also create a competitive
environment in the
country.

Delegation of Hutchison
Ports Company calls

on Qaiser Sheikh

Targeted policies for digital
creative industries can drive

economic growth in Asia-Pacific
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coherent national
strategies that develop
talent and expand digital
creative industries can help
developing countries tap
into the global creative
economy, generating high-
quality jobs that contribute
to economic growth,
according to a new report
published today by the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB).

“Digital disruption of
creative industries can
present huge economic
potential in Asia and the
Pacific,” said ADB
Director General for
Climate Change and
Sustainable Development
Bruno Carrasco about
the launch of A Review
of  Digi ta l  Crea t ive
In du st r ies  i n  Asi a:
Op por tu n i t ies  and
Po l ic ies  t o  Fost er

Growth and Create High-
Quality Jobs.

“Yet the policy
environment does not
always allow creatives to
thrive and connect with the
global value chain,” added
Mr. Carrasco.

“This report can help
industry and policy makers
shape Asia and the Pacific’s
digital creative industries,
foster opportunities to
bridge the region’s rich
cultural heritage with the
rest of the world and drive
economic growth,” he
added.

Based on more than
40 interviews with key
individuals across India,
Indonesia, Thailand, and
Viet Nam—including with
industry associations and
creative professionals in
the film, gaming and music
industries—the report
highlights opportunities for

emerging countries to boost
their digital creative
industries, assess domestic
talent development, and
encourage policies that
create high-quality jobs.

While there is strong
demand from global
entertainment companies
to produce local content
and work with local talent,
there are not enough skilled
local producers,
screenwriters, and
programmers.

To address this, the
report recommends that
governments and industry
define the essential
knowledge and skills
required to perform
different creative roles,
build lifelong training
systems, incentivize
businesses to upskill their
workers, and improve
creative industry working
standards.

‘Indonesia-South, Central
Asia business Forum’ yields
transactions worth $8.33b

Governor lauds UAF
role in development

of agriculture

LCCI welcomes
govt moves to lower

energy costs

Punjab to establish
electric bus terminals,

depots: SMBR

Ongoing climate offers
golden opportunity for

mango orchards

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Two
ships, Sunda and Aligote
scheduled to load/offload
Cement and Gas oil,berthed
at Multi-Purpose Terminal
and FOTCO oil Terminal
respectively on Monday.

Meanwhile four more
ships, MSC Alina,
Valentina, Au Taurus and
Al-Diab-II scheduled to
load/offload Container,
Rice, Palm oil and LPG are
also arrived at outer
anchorage the port on same
day.

Eight ships were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours,
out of them a containers
carrier ‘MSC Fair Field’ left
the port on today morning.
Meanwhile another edible
oil carrier ‘OM Singapore’
is expected to sail on today
afternoon.

Cargo volume of
87,329 tonnes, comprising
49,707 tonnes imports
cargo and 37,622 tonnes
export cargo carried in
1,562 Containers (80
TEUs Imports& 1,482
TEUs Export) was handled
at the port during last 24
hours. Eleven ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them three
ships, MSC Alina, Petrel-
1 and Al-Diab & another
bulk cargo carrier ‘Yasa
Aysen’ are carrying
Container, Palm oil, LPG
and Coal are expected to
take berths at QICT, LCT.

Shahid appointed
as convener of
FPCCI food,
snacks body

LAHORE (APP): Regional
Chairman Punjab and Vice
President Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Zaki Aijaz on Tuesday
appointed leading food
exporter Shahid Imran as
convener FPCCI regional
standing committee on
Food and Snacks
Processors for 2024-25.

Shahid Imran
Managing Director Family
Food Products Multan
brings with him vast
experience in food industry
and exporting various
varieties of Nimko and
other products meeting
international standards. He
has been tasked to
complete the composition
of committee within one
month with the induction
of nine distinguished
members drawn from same
industry and hold at least
one meeting quarterly and
submit.

PSX stays
bullish,

gains 753
more points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-Index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) continued with
bullish trend on Tuesday,
gaining 753.68 more
points, a positive change
of 0.89 percent, reaching
85,663.98 points against
84,910.30 points on the
last trading day. A total of
506, 565, 368 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 449,507,635
shares the previous trading
day, whereas the price of
shares stood at Rs 33. 049
billion against Rs.30. 196
billion on the last trading
day. As many as 448
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
193 of them recorded gains
and 194 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
61 companies remained
unchanged.The three top
trading companies were
Hub Power Company XD
with 44, 845,448 shares at
Rs 111.92 per share,  Pak
Pe t ro leu m wi th  2 1 ,
544 ,867  shares at  Rs
128. 12 per share and Pak
Refin ery wi th  2 1 ,
345,096 shares at Rs 25.
57 per share.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level delegation from
Hutchison Ports
Company met with
Federal Minister for
Maritime Affairs Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh to explore
opportunities for
expanding their operations
at the South Asian Port
Terminal within Karachi
Port Trust (KPT).

The meeting was
attended by key officials,
including Secretary
Maritime Affairs Syed
Zafar Ali Shah and
Additional Secretary Umar
Zafar Sheikh, according to
a press release here on
Tuesday.

During the
discussions, the minister
welcomed the Hutchison
delegation and expressed
the Ministry’s unwavering
support for their business

initiatives. He emphasized
the importance of effective
terminal operations and
assured the delegates of the
government’s commitment
to facilitating growth in the
maritime sector.

“The Ministry is
dedicated to collaborating
with Hutchison Ports to
enhance the efficiency and
capabilities of the South
Asian Port Terminal,”
Minister Sheikh stated.
“We recognize the vital
role that Hutchison plays
in the region and ready to
assist in any way possible
to ensure increase in
business activity in port.”

The meeting
highlighted ongoing efforts
between the management
of KPT and Hutchison
Ports, focusing on strategic
improvements that benefit
all stakeholders.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Governor Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan on Tuesday
said that the agriculture
sector witnessed 6.6%
growth and it had a huge
potential to ensure food
security and earn precious
foreign exchange if
developed on modern
scientific lines by
handholding small farmers.

He was addressing the
28th convocation of
University of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF) in which
degrees were awarded to
9,194 students who passed
out in 2023 while 26
students were decorated
with gold medals, 61 with
silver medals and 20
students with bronze
medals. As many as 124
PhD scholars were also
conferred degrees on this
occasion.

The governor said
that UAF had valuable
services in the
development of agriculture
and hoped that it would
continue to play its role in
the coming years too. He

said that the country was
blessed with fertile land,
four seasons and
ecosystem but we had not
benefited from the
blessings. “The country’s
mangoes, rice, cotton,
wheat are of great
importance worldwide. We
have to take steps to
remove our bottlenecks so
that the dream of
agricultural prosperity
could be fulfilled by
overcoming agricultural
imports worth billions of
rupees,” he added.

He said that more than
60 percent of our
population consists of
youths.

 “If we equip them
with quality and
professional education,
development will be our
destiny. We also have to
take steps regarding moral
uplift in  society as there
is deterioration in society
and in case of a difference
of opinion, we have to
argue with patience and
tolerance based on logic,”
he added.

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) Tuesday
appreciated the
government’s proactive
measures to review annual
agreements with IPPs
(Independent Power
Producers) aimed at
bringing down per unit
electricity cost.

“This initiative is
seen as a crucial response
to the long-standing
demand of the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry regarding high
cost of electricity that has
hit the businesses,
particularly the
manufacturing and export
sectors,” said LCCI
President Mian Abuzar
Shad, Senior Vice President
Engineer Khalid Usman
and Vice President Shahid
Nazir Chaudhry while
talking to various groups of
businessmen here.

The LCCI office-
bearers emphasized the
importance of affordable
energy as a fundamental
driver of economic growth.
They said that the

government’s recent
initiatives of tackling the
IPPS issue to bring down
energy prices are not just
welcome news for the
business community but
they represent a vital
lifeline for many industries
which have been struggling
to cope with exorbitant
costs.

They said that the
reduction in energy cost
would enhance the overall
competitiveness of
Pakistani products,
enabling the businesses to
operate more efficiently
and increase their
productivity. They
pointed out that lower
energy costs would allow
companies to pass on
savings to consumers,
thereby stimulating
demand and potentially
leading to greater economic
activity.

They said that the
measures to reduce energy
prices are a significant
milestone and would
provide much-needed relief
to businesses which have
been burdened by high
operational costs.

MULTAN (APP): Mango
experts urged growers to
seize the on-going ideal
climatic conditions by
planting new orchards as
current temperature
between 28°C and 32°C is
considered perfect for
cultivating mango trees in
South Punjab.

As Multan faces
residential expansion for
last two decades and the
trend is leading to the
massive

cutting down of its
famous mango orchards.
Experts believes that
despite the loss of existing

orchards, the ongoing
favorable environment
presents an opportunity to
revitalize the region’s
mango production.

Progressive farmers
Shahid Hameed Bhutta and
Laique Shikhana, talking to
APP, stressed the
importance of the ongoing
season for establishing new
mango orchards. Bhutta
maintained, the current
temperature range creates
optimal conditions for
saplings to root firmly and
grow and thus setting the
foundation for strong
future yields.

LAHORE (APP): Senior
Member of the Punjab
Board of Revenue
(SMBR) Nabeel Javed has
said that efforts are being
made to provide affordable
and environmentally
friendly transport for the
public.

He said this while
chairing a meeting here on
Tuesday. The meeting was
attended by Colonies
Member Abdul Waheed
Malik, Secretary
Transport Ahmad Javed
Qazi ,  Ad di t ion al
Secretary Mass Transit
Authority Ayesha
Mumtaz, ADC (Revenue)

Lahore Habib Butt, and
MD Mass Transit
Authority Kanwar Anwar
Ali.

During the meeting,
SMBR Nabeel Javed
announced that the Punjab
Board of Revenue has
allocated 41 kanals of land
in Faisalabad for the
construction of a depot for
electric buses.
Additionally, a letter has
been issued to the
Transport Department for
the allocation of 99 kanals
of land in Bahawalpur for
establishing an electric bus
terminal and depot, he
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): At
the end of the Indonesia-
South and Central Asia
Business Forum
(INASCA), worth $ 8.33
billion in business and
investment are expected in
Indonesia through different
50 trade and investment
deals in Jakarta, Indonesia.

The Indonesia-South
and Central Asia Business
Forum (INASCA),
organized by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in
Jakarta on October 7, 2024,
concluded with remarkable
outcomes.

This extraordinary
achievement follows a
series of events under the
“Road to INASCA”
initiative that began earlier
this year.

The forum
successfully secured 50
business and investment
deals, amounting to $ 8.33
billion.

The business
delegations from different
chambers of Commerce
from Pakistan and other
South and Central Asian
countries, including
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
India, Uzbekistan, and
Kazakhstan participated
in  INASCA and
promoted  t r i la t era l
economic in tegrat ion
between Indonesia and

the countries of these
two regions.

Businessmen from
various business sectors of
Pakistan, including textile,
oil consumption, and IT
and technology sectors,
have signed various
agreements in INASCA.

In the Indonesia-
South and Central Asia
Business Forum
(INASCA), in Jakarta, the
agreements reflect
collaborative efforts from
a diverse range of
stakeholders, including
state-owned enterprises,
private companies,
MSMEs, and government
entities.

M e a n w h i l e
addressing the INASCA
forum, Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs of
Indonesia, Pahala Nugraha
Mansury emphasized that
this substantial level of
business activity
represents a significant
step forward in
strengthening economic
ties between Indonesia and
the countries of South and
Central Asia.

“This will serve as a
foundation for sustainable
growth and expanded
market access for
Indonesian businesses and
the region as a whole,” he
stated.
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Hezbollah rockets hit
Haifa as Israel steps up
bombings in Lebanon

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Hezbollah
fired rockets at Israel’s third
largest city Haifa on Mon-
day as Israeli forces looked
poised to expand ground
raids into south Lebanon on
the first anniversary of the
Gaza war, which has spread
conflict across the Middle
East.

I r a n - b a c k e d
Hezbollah, an ally of
Hamas, the Palestinian
group fighting Israel in
Gaza, said it targeted a mili-
tary base south of Haifa
with ‘Fadi 1’ rockets and
launched another strike on
Tiberias, 65km away.

Hezbollah said it also
targeted areas north of
Haifa with rockets later in
the day.

Israel’s military said
around 135 projectiles had
entered Israeli territory on
Monday. Ten people were
reported injured in the

Myanmar’s Permanent Secretary of Foreign Affairs Aung Kyaw Moe, Phil-
ippines’ Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Ma. Theresa P. Lazaro, Singapore’s
Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, Thailand’s Foreign Minister Maris
Sangiampongsa, Vietnam’s Foreign Minister Bui Thanh Son, Laos’ Foreign
Minister Saleumxay Kommasith, Malaysia’s Foreign Minister Mohamad
Hasan, Brunei’s Second Minister of Foreign.

Quetta

Israel says senior Hezbollah
official probably dead,

Hezbollah backs truce efforts

Floods, landslides
leave 15 dead in

Meghalaya

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Israel’s defence
minister said on Tuesday it
appeared the replacement
for slain Hezbollah leader
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah
had been “eliminated”, in
what would be another big
blow for the Iran-backed
group in Lebanon. Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant made
the announcement about
Hashem Safieddine as Israel
began ground operations in
southwest Lebanon, ex-
panding its incursions to a
new zone, and as Hezbollah
left the door open to a nego-
tiated ceasefire.

Safieddine, a top
Hezbollah official, was
widely expected to succeed
Nasrallah. Safieddine has
not been heard from pub-

Monitoring Desk
GUWAHATI: At least 15
people have been killed in
floods and landslides trig-
gered by heavy rainfall in
India’s northeastern state of
Meghalaya over the last
four days, officials said on
Monday.

More rain is expected
in parts of the state through
this week, with the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment forecasting “isolated
heavy rainfall”.

The weather depart-
ment classifies rainfall be-
tween 64.5 mm and 115.5
mm as “heavy”. Those
killed include seven mem-
bers of a single family who
were buried alive in the
South Garo Hills district,
two people whose vehicle
was swept away by flood-
waters, and a man killed by
a falling tree.

“The situation is bet-
ter now as the weather has

cleared, and all bodies have
been retrieved,” Sanjay
Goyal, commissioner and
secretary of the state Rev-
enue and Disaster Manage-
ment Department, said.
The affected population of
17,000 people from about
165 villages has been
shifted to relief camps, he
said.

The death toll from
floods in the northern parts
of neighbouring
Bangladesh, which shares a
border with Meghalaya,
rose to six on Sunday. How-
ever, with no rain during the
night, officials said the situ-
ation is improving and
floodwaters are slowly re-
ceding.

“People are already
starting to leave the shel-
ters and return to their
homes” said Torofdar
Mahmudur Rahman, the
district administrator of
Sherpur.

licly since an Israeli airstrike
late last week.

“Hezbollah is an orga-
nization without a head.
Nasrallah was eliminated,
his replacement was prob-
ably also eliminated,” Gal-
lant told officers at the Is-
raeli military’s northern
command centre, in a brief
video segment distributed
by the military. “There’s no
one to make decisions, no
one to act,” he said, with-
out providing further de-
tails. Like Nasrallah,
Safieddine is a cleric who
wears a black turban denot-
ing descent from Islam’s
Prophet Mohammed. His
physical resemblance to
Nasrallah, who led the Leba-
nese Shi’ite group for more
than three decades.

Pope Francis slams world’s
‘shameful inability’ to
stop Israel-Hamas war
Monitoring Desk

VATICAN CITY: Pope
Francis criticised on Mon-
day what he called the
“shameful inability” of the
international community to
end the war in the Middle
East, one year after Hamas’
devastating attack on Israel.

“A year ago, the fuse
of hatred was lit; it did not
sputter, but exploded in a
spiral of violence,” he said
in an open letter to Catho-
lics in the region.

“It seems that few
people care about what is
most needed and what is
most desired: dialogue and
peace,” he wrote.

“Violence never brings
peace. History proves this,
yet years and years of con-
flict seem to have taught us
nothing.”

Francis, who has also
made Monday a day of fast-
ing and prayers for peace
for Catholics globally, has
spoken more openly in re-
cent weeks about the
Hamas-Israel conflict, and
has become more vocal in
his criticism of Israel’s mili-

tary campaign.
On Sept 29, the 87-

year-old pontiff criticised
Israeli airstrikes in Lebanon
that killed Hezbollah leader
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah
as well as non-combatants,
suggesting the airstrikes
went “beyond morality”.

Earlier in September,
the pope called Israel’s ac-
tions in Lebanon “unac-
ceptable” and urged the in-
ternational community to
do everything possible to
halt the fighting.

In his letter on Mon-
day, Francis directly ad-
dressed Gazans: “I am with
you, the people of Gaza,
long embattled and in dire
straits. You are in my
thoughts and prayers
daily,” he wrote.

“I am with you, who
have been forced to leave
your homes, to abandon
schooling and work and
to find a place of refuge
from the bombing. ... I am
with you, who are afraid
to look up for fear of fire
raining down from the
skies,” he said.

Pioneers in artificial
intelligence win the

Nobel Prize in physics
Monitoring Desk

STOCKHOLM: Two pio-
neers of artificial intelli-
gence – John Hopfield and
Geoffrey Hinton – won the
Nobel Prize in physics
Tuesday for helping create
the building blocks of ma-
chine learning that is revo-
lutionizing the way we
work and live but also cre-
ates new threats to human-
ity, one of the winners said.

Hinton, who is known
as the Godfather of artifi-
cial intelligence, is a citizen
of Canada and Britain who
works at the University of
Toronto and Hopfield is an
American working at
Princeton.

“This year’s two
Nobel Laureates in phys-
ics have used tools from
physics to develop meth-
ods that are the foundation
of today’s powerful ma-
chine learning,” the Nobel
committee said in a press
release.

Ellen Moons, a mem-
ber of the Nobel committee
at the Royal Swedish Acad-
emy of Sciences, said the
two laureates “used funda-
mental concepts from sta-
tistical physics to design
artificial neural networks
that function as associative
memories and find patterns
in large data sets.”

She said that such net-
works have been used to

advance research in phys-
ics and “have also become
part of our daily lives, for
instance in facial recognition
and language translation.”

Nobel laureate Yunus
will head Bangladesh’s in-
terim government after un-
rest ousted Hasina

Hinton predicted that
AI will end up having a
“huge influence” on civili-
zation, bringing improve-
ments in productivity and
health care.

“It would be compa-
rable with the Industrial
Revolution,” he said in the
open call with reporters and
the officials from the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sci-
ences.

“Instead of exceeding
people in physical
strength, it’s going to ex-
ceed people in intellectual
ability. We have no experi-
ence of what it’s like to have
things smarter than us. And
it’s going to be wonderful
in many respects,” Hinton
said. “But we also have to
worry about a number of
possible bad consequences,
particularly the threat of
these things getting out of
control.”

The Nobel commit-
tee that honored the sci-
ence behind machine learn-
ing and AI also mentioned
fears about its possible
flipside.

Finland’s President Alexander Stubb and NATO’s new Secretary General
Mark Rutte attend a press conference, at the alliance’s headquarters in
Brussels, Belgium.

UN warns world’s
water cycle becoming

ever more erratic

Monster hurricane
Milton threatens an

already battered Florida

UK spy boss
highlights surge
in children linked
to terror plots

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: The chief of
Britain’s domestic intelligence
service on Tuesday blamed
extreme right-wing ideologies
for a “staggering” rise in the
number of children being in-
vestigated for terrorism.

MI5 boss Ken
McCallum also said that
Russian intelligence was
seeking to cause “mayhem”
in Britain because of its
support for Ukraine and
that his agency had investi-
gated growing numbers of
Iran-backed plots.Under-
18s represent 13 per cent
of people being investi-
gated by the spy agency for
possible involvement in
terror activities, McCallum
said. He told reporters at
MI5’s Counter Terrorism
Operations Centre in Lon-
don that the number
marked.

Russian shelling
kills one, wounds
six in Sloviansk
in eastern Ukraine

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russian shelling
killed one person and
wounded six others in the
eastern Ukrainian city of
Sloviansk, a town near the
front line of the 2-1/2-year-
old war that Russia’s mili-
tary hopes to capture.

Vadym Filashkin, gov-
ernor of Donetsk region,
said on the Telegram mes-
saging app that the shelling
damaged six multi-storey
apartment buildings, an ad-
ministrative building and a
business site. Pictures
posted online showed dwell-
ings with shattered win-
dows and damage to facades.

Filashkin said two
children were among the
injured, including a 2-year-
old. Russian forces have
been advancing slowly
through Donetsk region in
recent weeks, with the
heaviest fighting gripping
areas near the town of
Pokrovsk, further south.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Increasingly in-
tense floods and droughts
are a “distress signal” of
what is to come as climate
change makes the planet’s
water cycle ever more un-
predictable, the United Na-
tions warned on Monday.

Last year the world’s
rivers were their driest for
more than 30 years, glaciers
suffered their largest loss of
ice mass in half a century
and there was also a “sig-
nificant” number of floods,
the UN’s World Meteoro-
logical Organisation said in
a report.

“Water is the canary
in the coalmine of climate
change,” WMO Secretary
General Celeste Saulo said
in a statement accompany-
ing the State of Global Wa-
ter Resources report. “We
receive distress signals in

the form of increasingly ex-
treme rainfall, floods and
droughts which wreak a
heavy toll on lives, ecosys-
tems and economies,” she
said.

Saulo said the heating
up of the Earth’s atmo-
sphere had made the water
cycle “more erratic and un-
predictable.

Last year was the
hottest on record, with
high temperatures and
widespread dry conditions
producing prolonged
droughts. There were also
many floods around the
world.  These extreme
events were influenced in
part by naturally-occur-
ring climate conditions in-
cluding the La Nina and El
Nino weather phenomena
— but also and increas-
ingly by human-induced
climate change.

Monitoring Desk
CANCUN: The Category
4 Hurricane Milton was ex-
pected to grow larger on
Tuesday as it threatened
Mexico’s Yucatan Penin-
sula on its way to Florida,
where more than a million
people were ordered to
evacuate from its path.

The densely popu-
lated west coast of Florida,
still reeling from the devas-
tating Hurricane Helene
less than two weeks ago,
braced for landfall on
Wednesday.

The US National
Hurricane Centre (NHC)
projected the storm was
likely to hit near the
Tampa Bay metropolitan
area, home to more than 3
million people and where
some evacuees rushed to
dispose of mounds of de-
bris left behind by Helene
on their way out of town.

With maximum sus-

tained winds of 155 mph
(250 kph), Milton was
downgraded from a cat-
egory 5 to a category 4
hurricane on the five-step
Saffir-Simpson scale, ac-
cording to the US NHC’s
latest advisory early on
Tuesday.

While fluctuations in
intensity are expected,
Milton is forecast to re-
main an extremely danger-
ous hurricane through land-
fall in Florida, according to
the NHC. That means cata-
strophic damage will oc-
cur, including power out-
ages expected to last days.

Fed by warm waters
in the Gulf of Mexico,
Milton became the third-
fastest intensifying storm
on record in the Atlantic
Ocean, the NHC said, as it
surged from a tropical
storm to a Category 5 hur-
ricane in less than 24
hours.

Praising Hamas, West
Bank rally celebrates

‘resistance’ on October 7

Brazil mayoral elections
bolster center-right ahead
of 2026 presidential race

Monitoring Desk
RAMALLAH: Waving
Hamas flags and carrying
portraits of slain Hezbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah,
hundreds rallied in support
of the Palestinian struggle
in the occupied West Bank
city of Ramallah Monday,
the first anniversary of
Hamas’s attack on Israel.

About 400 Palestinian
protesters of all ages and
representing various politi-
cal factions marched in the
de-facto Palestinian capital,
which is controlled by long-
time Hamas rival the Pales-
tinian Authority, an AFP
correspondent reported.

Activists organised the
rally on the first anniversary
of Hamas’s unprecedented
attack on Israel under the
slogan “we will not lose faith
in the revolution”. Beyond
the characteristic yellow
and green flags of the Leba-
nese armed group Hezbollah
and of the Palestinian Islam-
ist movement Hamas, pro-
testers also waved the flags
of Lebanon, Iraq, and
Yemen. Hezbollah, as well
as the pro-Iran Islamic Re-
sistance in Iraq and Huthis
in Yemen, have sporadically
fired rockets and missiles at
Israel since the start of the
Gaza war.

Monitoring Desk
BRASILIA: Centrist and
center-right parties won
city halls and consolidated
control of town councils
across Brazil in Sunday’s
municipal elections, un-
derscoring a conservative
shift in the country’s elec-
torate as the ruling Work-
ers Party lost ground.

A photo finish in the
race for mayor of Sao
Paulo, Latin America’s
biggest city, set up incum-
bent conservative Ricardo
Nunes to face leftist
Guilherme Boulos in an
Oct 27 run-off, narrowly
beating out far-right digi-
tal influencer Pablo

Marçal.
Candidates associ-

ated with former hard-
right President Jair
Bolsonaro fared better
than those backed by left-
ist President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva. Bolsonaro’s
Liberal Party won in two
state capitals and went to
runoff elections in nine
cities.

But it was parties of
the Brazilian “Centrao” -
a cluster of center and
center-right parties asso-
ciated with dealmaking
politicians such as House
Speaker Arthur Lira - that
won the most mayoral
seats.

A view shows a damaged site in the aftermath of Israeli strikes on Beirut’s
southern suburbs, amid the ongoing hostilities between Hezbollah and Is-
raeli forces, Lebanon.

Bangladesh’s interim
leader Yunus says no

elections before reforms
tough” challenge of restor-
ing democratic institutions.

“None of us are aim-
ing at staying for a pro-
longed time,” Yunus said of
his caretaker government,
in an interview published
by the Prothom Alo news-
paper.

“Reforms are piv-
otal,” he added. “If you
say, hold the election, we
are ready to hold the elec-
tion. But i t  would be
wrong to hold the election
first.”

Hasina’s 15-year rule
saw widespread human
rights abuses, including the
mass detention and extra-
judicial killings of her po-
litical opponents.

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Bangladesh’s in-
terim leader has refused to
give a timeframe for elec-
tions following the ouster
of his autocratic predeces-
sor, saying in an interview
published Tuesday that re-
forms are needed before
polls.

Nobel Peace Prize
winner Muhammad Yunus
was appointed the
country’s “chief advisor”
after the student-led upris-
ing that toppled ex-premier
Sheikh Hasina in August.

The 84-year-old
microfinance pioneer is
helming a temporary ad-
ministration, to tackle what
he has called the “extremely

UNICEF chief warns Gaza
kids face ‘post-generational

challenges’

Son of Osama
bin Laden

deported from
France, barred
from returning

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: A son of Al Qaeda
founder Osama bin Laden
was deported on Tuesday
from France, where he lived
for years painting land-
scapes in a Normandy vil-
lage, and barred from re-
turning after posting com-
ments on social media
deemed to have glorified
terrorism.

Interior Minister
Bruno Retailleau said he
had signed an order banning
Omar bin Laden from
France and that he had pre-
viously been deported.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: After a
year of military operations
between Israel and Hamas
in Gaza, the head of
UNICEF warned that chil-
dren there will face “post-
generational challenges” due
to the conflict.

“If you look at Gaza
really through the eyes of a
child, it is a hellscape,”
UNICEF’s executive direc-
tor Catherine Russell told
CBS News’ “Face the Na-
tion” on Sunday, noting the
toll of family deaths and

Debt service
burden forcing
poor to make
tough choices,
UN official says

Monitoring Desk
HAMBURG: Many of the
world’s poorest countries
are having to cut other in-
vestment in order to service
debts, United Nations De-
velopment Programme ad-
ministrator Achim Steiner
said on Monday.

Speaking at an event
in Hamburg, Steiner added
that the financial crunch
meant countries worldwide
were struggling to meet
their sustainable develop-
ment goals.

“For many, least de-
veloped countries, they
have literally been priced
out of the financial mar-
kets.

displacements, as well as
ongoing lack of food and
clean water.

“They are so trauma-
tized by what’s happen-
ing,” Russell said of the
kids. “Even if we can get
more supplies in there, the
trauma that these children
are suffering is going to
have lifetime and even post-
generational challenges for
them.” The fighting started
on Oct 7, 2023, when
Hamas fighters killed 1,200
civilians and took about 250
hostages in Israel.

Ivory Coast
seizes 33 trucks
carrying smuggled

cocoa beans
Monitoring Desk

ABIDJAN: Ivory Coast’s
Coffee and Cocoa Council
(CCC) regulator seized 33
trucks carrying around
1,100 tonnes of smuggled
cocoa beans across the bor-
der with Guinea, according
to two sources with the
regulator.

Cocoa smuggling has
increased in the region af-
ter poor harvests in Ghana
and Ivory Coast,  the
world’s second largest and
largest producers. The de-
tails of the seizure were
confirmed by a military
source, two buyers and
three exporters.

Haifa area and two others
further south in central Is-
rael.

Israel’s military said
the air force was carrying
out extensive bombings of
Hezbollah targets in south
Lebanon, and that two Is-
raeli soldiers were killed in
the border-area combat.

Lebanon’s health min-
istry said 10 firefighters
were killed in an Israeli
airstrike on a municipal
building in the town of Bint
Jbeil.

The Israeli military
has described its ground
operation as “localised, lim-
ited and targeted” but it has
steadily increased in scale
since it began last week.

On Monday, the mili-
tary said soldiers from its
91st Division had moved
into southern Lebanon.

Also on Monday,
around 100 Israeli fighters
carried out a wave of

People move a tourist boat from the water as Hurricane Milton advances, in
Cancun, Mexico.

US restructures
Afghan diplomacy

team
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The US
State Depart-ment has an-
nounced a significant re-
structuring of its diplo-
matic strategy towards
Afghanistan, appointing
three senior officials to
manage different aspects
of its policy. The move
replaces the singular role
previously held by Tho-
mas West, the outgoing
US Special Representative
for Afghanistan.

The new structure re-
flects the Biden
administration’s contin-
ued focus on Afghanistan,
especially in light of on-
going security concerns
following the Taliban’s re-
surgence.

strikes, hitting 120 targets
in southern Lebanon within
the space of an hour, in-
cluding Radwan special
forces units, Hezbollah’s
rocket force and its intelli-
gence directorate. “This
operation follows a series
of strikes aimed at degrad-
ing Hezbollah’s command,
control, and firing capabili-
ties, as well as assisting
ground forces in achieving
their operational goals,” the
military said in a statement.

An Israeli military
statement said five rockets
were launched towards
Haifa from Lebanon and
interceptors were fired at
them. “Fallen projectiles
were identified in the area.
The incident is under re-
view.”

It said 15 other rock-
ets were fired inland at
Tiberias in Israel’s northern
Galilee region, some of
which were shot down.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meet-
ing on relief activities for Palestine.

QUETTA: Members of Civil Society are holding
protest demonstration against attack on Chinese
citizens in Karachi, at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti addressing Climate Conference
organized by Ministry of Climate Change and FDE Pakistan

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani and former Senator Rozi Khan
Kakar meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Shoaib
Nausherwani and Mir Asim Kurd Gailu holding a
meeting

QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan
Moazzam Jah Ansari presenting memorial shield
to Director General Anti Narcotics Force Major
General Abdul Moeed

QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar being briefed
by Advisor for IHR Federal Ministry of Health Dr. Safi Malik regarding
preparation of Public Health Laws of Balochistan.

QUETTA: Advisor of Prime Minister for Climate Change Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri meeting with Balochistan Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan

FM tells foreign investors won’t let
go focus on ensuring structural reforms
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
said Tuesday that the gov-
ernment was focused on
ensuring that Pakistan
stays on the course of
structural reforms in core
sectors of economy, includ-
ing energy, SOEs,
privatization, taxation and
rightsizing of government.

He said that in the past
Pakistan has been seen as a
single-tranche country but
time has come to remove
this perception and imple-
ment the structural bench-
marks agreed under the

programme with the IMF
to ensure permanence to
the macroeconomic stabil-
ity. He made this observa-
tion while talking to a group
of investors led by
Barclays, who called on the
Minister at Finance Divi-
sion. The Minister briefed
the delegation on various
policy interventions and
initiatives implemented
during the last 12 months
to reform the economy and
also gave them an overview
of the growth and macro-
economic stability in key
economic indicators, in-
cluding twin deficits, stable
currency, foreign exchange

reserves, and inflation that
remained “a big story
throughout the year”.

The Minister said the
current macroeconomic sta-
bility was an outcome of a
successful conclusion of
nine-month IMF Stand-by
Agreement, initiated by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and implemented
with discipline, rigour and
vigour by the caretaker ad-
ministration, paving the
way for a larger and longer
EFF to bring permanence
to the macroeconomic sta-
bility and implement struc-
tural reforms.

He highlighted a posi-

tive outcome of the macro-
economic stability for Pa-
kistan was its ability to not
only clear the Letters of
Credit and Import backlogs
by May and June last year,
but also clear the payments
of profits and dividends
close to $ 2 billion to for-
eign investors. He said the
new fiscal year had started
on a clean slate and noted the
continuation of macroeco-
nomic stability in the first quar-
ter with current account defi-
cit remaining under control due
to strong remittances, healthy
RDA flows and exports show-
ing positive trends in terms of
diversification.

Balochistan affecting badly due to impacts of climate change:

We are working to cope with
challenges of climate change
in available resources: CM

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has stated that
the province has been af-
fected badly due to the im-
pacts of climate change,
however, we are working to
cope with the challenges
remaining in the available
resources.

The Chief Minister
said that coping with the
challenges of climate change
is also included in top pri-
orities of the incumbent
provincial government.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti was
addressing the UN-led cli-
mate conference organized
by the Ministry of Climate
Change in collaboration
with FDI Pakistan at the

Balochistan University of
Information Technology,
Engineering and Manage-
ment Sciences (BUITEMS)
on Tuesday.

The Coordinator of
Prime Minister for Climate
Change, Ms. Romina
Khurshid Alam, Chairper-
son of Senate’s standing
committee on Human
Rights, Ms. Samina
Mumtaz Zehri, Provincial
Minister for Education,
Ms. Rahila Hameed Khan
Durrani, representatives of
the United Nations and civil
society besides the faculty
members and students of
the BUITEMS.

The Chief Minister
categorically stated that
there is no role of

Balochistan in the causes of
climate change, however, it
is affecting due to the situ-
ation very badly.

He said that we would
propose sustainable mea-
sures to tackle the situation
under public-private part-
nership.

He asserted that cut-
ting of forests on the com-
mercial basis is an offense
and as such stern action
would be taken against
those involved in it.

He said that the cli-
mate change is a very big
challenge and as such the
provincial government
would work to cope with
it together with all the
stakeholders and aid insti-
tutions.

PM seeks plan over
relief assistance

program for Palestine
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday directed
for formulation of mecha-
nism within three days, on
part of the government, on
aid assistance programme
for Palestine.

The prime minister
chaired a meeting on the
progress of dispatching
relief items to Gaza and
Palestine, PM Office Me-
dia Wing said in a press re-
lease.

During the meeting,
the prime minister stressed
that they have to galvanize
as a nation to help the Pal-
estinian brothers who were
facing oppression of occu-
pied Zionist forces.

He also asked for in-
volvement of country’s
leading NGOs in the relief
activities and added that

participation of educational
institutions from the pub-
lic and private sectors
should be ensured in this
activity.

The prime minister
further underlined that
more students from Gaza
should be provided educa-
tional facilities in Pakistan.

The meeting was
briefed that since October
2023, Pakistan had dis-
patched 10 consignments of
medicines, food items,
clothing and other relief
items worth 1810 tons to
Palestine.

The prime minister
said that the government
was bringing back 71 Paki-
stani nationals stranded in
Lebanon via Damascus
while steps were being
taken to bring back more
Pakistani citizens from
war-hit areas.

Ahsan lauds govt
entities for bringing

down inflation

Secretary LG directs to
complete  all development

schemes of dept by end of Dec

Dy PM lauds KSrelief’s
vital role in delivering

humanitarian assistance

Balochistan civil society stages 
demo against suicide attack at 
Chinese nationals in Karachi

Dr. Rubaba emphasizes
need for effective public

health legislation, 

Seminar held on National
Youth Helpline at BUITEMS

QUETTA (APP): HEC in
collaboration with ACT In-
ternational organized a
seminar yesterday on Na-
tional Youth Helpline at
Balochistan University of
Information Technology,
Engineering and Manage-
ment Sciences
(BUITEMS), Quetta.

The event, aimed to
promote youth well-being
and mental health aware-
ness, was attended by more
than 250 participants, in-
cluding students, faculty

members, and youth advo-
cates.

Program Manager for
Youth and Adolescent at
ACT International Ms.
Maria Emaan provided a
comprehensive overview of
the National Youth
Helpline, explaining its cru-
cial role in addressing the
psychosocial challenges
faced by the youth, such as
anxiety, stress, and repro-
ductive health concerns.

The seminar featured
expert-led sessions, includ-

ing a Breast Cancer Aware-
ness talk by Dr. Asma
Yousafzai from
BUITEMS, emphasizing
the importance of early de-
tection and women’s health
education. The focus then
shifted to Mental Health,
where Ms. Hira Gulraiz,
Clinical Psychologist at
BUITEMS, delivered an
appealing presentation on
Common Mental Health
Issues among Youth, ad-
dressing challenges like de-
pression, anxiety.

NP delegation meets DG
Fisheries Balochistan

Independent Report
GWADAR: A delegation of
National Party, led by Pro-
vincial Fisheries Secretary
Adam Kadir Bakhsh, met
with Director General Fish-
eries Balochistan, Imran
Ibrahim Bangulzai, at his
office in Gwadar.

The delegation, com-
prising Zubair Hot, District
Contact Secretary, and
Abdul Qadir Baloch, Senior
Leader of National Party
Gwadar, discussed key is-
sues affecting the fisheries
sector, including illegal

trawling, use of banned
nets, marine life conserva-
tion, illegal hunting of game
fish, upgradation of Fish-
eries Department’s force,
protection of fishermen’s
livelihood. Director General
Imran Bangulzai assured
the delegation that the de-
partment is taking compre-
hensive measures to curb
illegal fishing. He an-
nounced that new gunboats
will be purchased, old gun-
boats are being repaired,
tender process to begin next
month.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Advisor to
Chief Minister for Women
Development, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi has empha-
sized the need for effective
public health legislation and
the formulation of a One
Health policy to address
the pandemic situation and
strengthen the health sys-
tem in Balochistan. 

She expressed these
views during a meeting with
a delegation from the Inter-
national Health Regulations
Islamabad under the lead-
ership of Dr.SafiUllah.Dr.
Rubaba Buledi stated that

“to effectively respond to
the challenges facing public
health, it is essential to fur-
ther stabilize our health
system. This requires the
development of modern
laws and policies in the
health sector that not only
tackle current pandemic
situations but also provide
effective strategies for fu-
ture health emergencies.
”Highlighting the impor-
tance of collaborative ef-
forts for effective change in
the health sector, Dr.
Rubaba Buledi mentioned
that the implementation of
a One Health policy.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Tuesday praised King
Salman Humanitarian Aid
and Relief Center ’s
(KSrelief) vital role in de-
livering humanitarian assis-
tance, particularly in re-
sponse to recent natural di-
sasters in Pakistan, includ-
ing floods and earthquakes.

He underscored that
these new initiatives would
focus on building and reha-
bilitating essential infra-
structure such as schools,
hospitals, and housing.

The deputy prime
minister and foreign minis-

ter was addressing a sign-
ing ceremony held for a se-
ries of key reconstruction
and rehabilitation projects,
to be undertaken by the
King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center
(KSrelief), marking a sig-
nificant step in strengthen-
ing Pakistan-Saudi humani-
tarian cooperation.   The
ceremony was attended by
a high-level delegation from
KSrelief, led by Eng.
Ahmed Ali Abdullah Al-
Baiz, Assistant Supervisor
General for Operations &
Programs, who is currently
on a visit to Pakistan, For-
eign Office Spokesperson
said in a press release.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Profes-
sor Ahsan Iqbal on Tues-
day lauded the efforts of
various government entities
in bringing down the rate of
inflation. The inflation re-
mained continuously on
decline during the current
fiscal year and stood at 44-
months lowest level of
6.9% in September 2024 as
compared to 31.4% in Sep-
tember 2023, according to
press release issued by
planning division.

Chairing the meeting
of National Price Monitor-
ing Committee, the minis-
ter said, a remarkable decel-
eration in food inflation was

observed, showing decrease
in urban food inflation to
1.7% from 33.9% over the
year, whereas rural food
inflation flowed in negative
(-0.9%) as compared to
35.4% in the same month
last year. He said, the prices
of wheat flour and petrol
(super) decreased signifi-
cantly by 37.1% and 20%
over the corresponding
month of last year.

Earlier, representa-
tives of Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) gave a de-
tailed presentation on infla-
tion situation in Pakistan
and also highlighted a sig-
nificant disparity between
the prices of various food
items and those in the open
market.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Secretary
Local Government and Ru-
ral Development, Abdul
Rauf Baloch has directed to
all concerned officials to
complete the ongoing devel-
opment schemes of the de-
partment by end of Decem-
ber this year.

The Secretary
LG&RD was presiding
over review meeting on the
department’s ongoing
projects and those included
in the provincial PSDP, here
on Tuesday.

He stressed that all the

development schemes
should be completed in line
with the directives of Chief
Minister, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti. He said that tender-
ing process of  413 schemes
have been completed,
which is welcoming.

He said that an envi-
ronment friendly public
park is also included in the
development projects to be
completed under the PSDP.

He also issued direc-
tives for bringing improve-
ment in service delivery as
per the directives of Chief
Minister. 

Independent Report
QUETTA: The civil soci-
ety of Balochistan staged
protest  demonstrat ion
against the suicide at-
tack at the Chinese na-
tionals in Karachi on Sun-
day last.

The protest demon-
stration was staged outside
the Quetta Press Club in
which the activists includ-
ing Babar Khajak,
Allauddin Kakar and oth-
ers participated.

They were carrying
placards and banners in-
scribed with the slogans
against terrorism in Karachi
targeting the Chinese na-
tionals.

They also chanted slo-
gans in favour of Pak-China
friendship. They also de-
manded of the government
to bring those involved in
terrorist to justice.

They said that the
cowardly acts of terrorism
such as Karachi can’t de-
moralize the people and
harm the longstanding
friendship between the two
friendly countries.

They said that the
people of Balochistan to-
tally reject the terrorism in
the province and country.

The people of
Balochistan want peace,
development and friend-
ship with China.

University of Turbat
slams QESCO’s inaction

after power outage
Independent Report

TURBAT: The University
of Turbat administration
has strongly condemned
QESCO’s failure to coop-
erate in restoring electricity
to the campus after a se-
vere storm and heavy rain-
fall damaged three power
transmission line poles on
Monday evening. The
power outage disrupted
electricity supply to the
university, forcing the post-
ponement of Tuesday’s ex-
ams. Despite timely notifi-
cation and requests from
university officials,
QESCO’s technical staff
refused to assist in restor-

ing power.
University staff took

initiative and successfully
reinstalled the poles, but
QESCO’s technical team
declined to complete the
restoration process. This
lack of cooperation has
been widely criticized by
the university administra-
tion. The university admin-
istration has urged QESCO’s
higher authorities to inter-
vene and ensure prompt res-
toration of electricity. The
university staff’s efforts to
restore power were com-
mendable, but QESCO’s in-
action has caused unneces-
sary disruptions.

Maulana
Hidayat named
Provincial Ameer
of Jamaat-e-

Islami 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Member
Provincial Assembly and
Head of Haq Do Tehreek,
Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman has been named as
the Provincial Ameer of
J a m a a t - e - I s l a m i
Balochistan. 

The announcement to
this effect was made here
by JI on Tuesday.

According to the an-
nouncement, the election of
provincial Ameers of JI has
been made by its central
Ameer, Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman in consultation
with the concerned respon-
sible persons for three
years. 

Over 46,000 members
used their right of franchise
in the polling process. Another petition

filed in SC
against proposed

constitutional
amendments

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Another petition has been
filed in Supreme Court (SC)
against proposed constitu-
tional amendments.

With the filing of this
petition total number of
petitions  submitted against
the proposed constitu-
tional amendments have
come to 5 in apex court.

New petition has
been filed by advocate Saim
Chaudhry making federal
government, speaker Na-
tional Assembly (NA) and
chairman Senate respon-
dents.

The petitioner has
taken the plea that federal
government cannot make
amendments in conflict
with the constitution.  The
amendments related to ju-
diciary are tantamount to
suppress independence of
judiciary. The proposed
constitutional amendments
run contrary to the basic
rights.

No ECP
meeting

scheduled
for today

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has cat-
egorically denied the media
reports claiming a meeting
of the Commission is sched-
uled for tomorrow, on
Wednesday.

The spokesperson for
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) clarified
“no meeting of the Election
Commission is summoned
on Wednesday” and that
any reports suggesting oth-
erwise are completely base-
less and false.

PHC says:
Problems
should be

resolved in
parliament

PESHAWAR (Online):
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has remarked  prob-
lems should be resolved in
parliament and what is hap-
pening will cause harm to
society.

The PHC gave these
remarks during hearing of
transit bail of PTI leaders
Shibli Faraz and Shandana
Gulzar here Tuesday.

Justice Shakil Ahmad
took up the transit bail
plea of PTI leaders for
hearing.

Muazzam Butt advo-
cate of the petitioners took
the plea cases have been
registered against the peti-
tioners in Attock and
Islamabad.  Now they are
feared to be arrested.
Therefore, we have come
for transit bail.

Justice Shakil Ahmad
remarked What is happen-
ing is  causing harm to our
society.

Ashrafi says:
Pak making

notable rogress
in economic,

foreign affairs
LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Ulema Council (PUC)
Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi has said
that Pakistan is making no-
table progress in both eco-
nomic and foreign affairs.

Talking to media here
on Tuesday, he condemned
the recent Karachi blast as
a malicious act aimed at de-
stabilizing the country.

Ashrafi highlighted
the significance of visits
from the Malaysian Prime
Minister and the Chinese
Premier, as well as the up-
coming Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation
(SCO) summit in Paki-
stan, viewing these events
as major opportunities for
economic and diplomatic
progress.


