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FAISALABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari offer-
ing Fateha over the martyrdom of Lt. Col.
Muhammad Ali Shaheed at his family residence.

LAHORE: Interior Minister Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMBAD: Army is standing in reverse to control PTI’s protest and situa-
tion at Zero ponit.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar addressing the meeting of the UC
Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of constituency NA-
127 at Model Town.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi and
Governor KPK Faisal Karim Kundi laying floral
wreath during the funeral of martyred constable
Abdul Hameed Shah.

QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar, Advisor
Naseem ur Rehman Mulakhail, Amir JI Balochistan Maulana Abdul Haq
Hashmi, Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman, Allama Maqsood Ali Domki, Abdul
Majeed Badini and other addressing a Press conference

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Education
Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani distributing cer-
tificate among participants of a conference orga-
nized by University of Balochistan

Government won’t allow
anyone to destabilise

economy, says PM
Shehbaz Sharif lauds police, security forces

for preventing ‘attack’ on capital
LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif has stated
that Pakistan’s economic
policies are being
recognised globally, but
political opponents are un-
able to accept the country’s
economic progress and are
attempting to hinder its de-
velopment.

During a meeting with
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Sunday,
he said that the government
would not allow anyone to
destabilise economy. He
praised the Islamabad ad-
ministration, Islamabad and
Punjab police, Pakistan
Army, and Rangers for their
role in maintaining peace in
the capital. He lauded the
Islamabad police for their
exemplary role in thwart-
ing an assault on the city,
highlighting the collective
efforts of the security

forces in ensuring law and
order.

The prime minister
paid tribute to Constable
Hameed Shah, who sacri-
ficed his life in the line of
duty while protecting the
public. “May Allah elevate
the martyr’s ranks. The na-
tion will always remember
this sacrifice,” said the PM,
expressing solidarity with
the constable’s family and
directing that they be fully
cared for.

Shehbaz Sharif assured
the public that the situation
in Islamabad was rapidly
returning to normal, and re-
affirmed that economic de-
velopment and national
prosperity remain the
government’s top priori-
ties. He said the upcoming
international events in Pa-
kistan would proceed as
planned, with the best se-
curity arrangements in

place.
Earlier, Interior Minis-

ter Naqvi briefed the prime
minister on the reopening
of main roads for traffic and
the overall improvement in
the situation, confirming
that the situation was
swiftly normalising.

The interior minister
also informed the PM about
the return of 56 Pakistani
prisoners from Sri Lanka,
who were expected to ar-
rive home soon. Naqvi
noted that Federal Minis-
ter for Privatization Abdul
Aleem Khan had volun-
teered to bear all expenses
for repatriation of the pris-
oners.

The PM commended
both the interior minister
and the minister for
privatization for their ef-
forts in facilitating the pris-
oners’ return from Sri
Lanka.

Day of Resistance to be observed
against Israel all over Balochistan
today: JI, other political leaders
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Day of
Resistance is scheduled
to be observed against
Israel all over the
Balochistan province
today (Monday).

We want to give
message to the world
that we are united
against the Israeli bru-
talities and barbarism
against the innocent
Palestinians and people
of Ghaza.

These views were
expressed by the leader
of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and Provin-
cial Minister for Health,
Bakht Muhammad
Kakar, the leader of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and
Advisor to Chief Min-
ister for Environment,
Nasimur Rehman
Musakhail, Provincial
Ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami, Abdul Haq

Hashmi and other lead-
ers while addressing a
joint press conference
here at the Quetta Press
Club on Sunday.

Addressing the
press conference, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar said
that we are going to ob-
serve the Day of Resis-
tance on October 7 (to-
day).

He said that the
genocide of Palestinians
is being made by Israel.
He said that Israel has
unleashed cruelties
against the innocent
Palestinians including
children by attacking
even the mosques and
hospitals.

He said that the si-
lence of World forces on
the Israeli aggression is
just unacceptable.

The Provincial
Ameer of JI said that the
JI has decided to ob-
serve the Day of Resis-
tance today expressing

solidarity with the Pal-
estinians. He said a
whole year has been
passed but the Israeli
aggression is continued
in Ghaza.

He said that protest
would be lodged
against Israel setting
aside the political dif-
ferences.

The Advisor to CM
Nasimur Rehman also
expressed solidarity
with the Palestinians
against the Israeli ag-
gression.

To a question re-
garding Chashma
Achozai incident, the
Provincial Minister
Bakht Muhammad
Kakar said that report
of the incident is being
prepared.

He said that action
would be taken against
responsible if there was
found injustice and high
handedness with the
people.

Objective of PTI protest
to derail economy, spread
anarchy: Atta ullah Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on
Sunday that the objective
of the so-called “Tehreek-
e-Intishar” was to derail the
country’s economy and
spread chaos and anarchy.

Talking to Media here,
the minister said he won-
dered what were the objec-
tives of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf protest
movement?

He said he was deeply
saddened by the martyr-
dom of Islamabad Police
Constable Abdul Hameed
Shah.

“Abdul Hameed Shah
had left home to perform
security duties and was
martyred by the anarchist
group,” he added.

The anarchist move-
ment cannot feel the grief
of the family members on
the martyrdom of Abdul
Hameed Shah, he said.

The people of the PTI

attacked the federal capital
armed with weapons.

The minister said the
PTI was not digesting the
country’s economic devel-
opment, they wanted to
derail the system.

Islamabad Police
showed patience and per-
formed the security duties
in a friendly manner and did
not allow any loss of life or
property, he remarked.

He said that the PTI
once again wanted dead bod-
ies, but they were not given
the opportunity.

Ali Amin Gandapur, he
said invaded the federal gov-
ernment with government
resources and weapons but
he failed miserably in
achieving his target.

He said that they
wanted to defame the coun-
try.

Ataullah Tarar said that
the country has a profes-
sional army chief and a
strong leadership who cared
about the country’s inter-
ests.

GoB released grant of Rs. 5 bn
for public sector university, says
Provincial Minister Education
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Education,
Ms. Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani has stated that the
provincial government has
released the grant of Rs. 5
billion for the public sector
universities of the province.

The Minister Educa-
tion said that the financial
grant has been released for
the universities for current
financial year 2024-25.
With this, the teachers and
employees of the universi-
ties would get their salaries
in couple of days.

The Minister Educa-
tion was speaking to media
here the other day.

Ms. Raheela Hameed
Khan Durrani mentioned

that the issue of salaries of
the public sector universi-
ties is being faced for long.
However, it is unfair to set
up a hunger strike camp by
the teachers and employees
of the Balochistan Univer-
sity, she said.

She pointed out that
Rs. 10 billion are required
for the salaries of public
sector universities besides
the grant of Higher Educa-
tion Commission.

He said that the provin-
cial government has in-
creased the grant of public
sector universities from Rs.
2.5 billion to Rs. 5 billion
during the current financial
year. The formula of distri-
bution of grant among the
universities has also been
devised, she added.

Directs to submit inquiry report of Zhob
polio case by today:

Health Minister annoyed over
shortage of medicines; directs to

put supply chain on modern lines

Federal
government
imposes ban

on PTM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The federal government on
Sunday has imposed a ban
the Pashtun Tahafuz
Movement (PTM), citing
threats to national peace
and security.

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the Inte-
rior Ministry, the PTM is
declared “unlawful” under
Section 11B of the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act of 1997. The an-
nouncement from the Inte-
rior Ministry stated that the
PTM poses a “significant
danger” to public order and
safety in the country.

President expresses
condolence with
Shaheed Lt. Col.

Ali’s family
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Sunday arrived at the
residence of martyred Lieu-
tenant Colonel Muhammad
Ali in Faisalabad to express
condolence with the be-
reaved family.

The president offered
Fateha for the departed
soul, expressed sympathy
with the martyr’s family and
also prayed for their pa-
tience, President Secretariat
Press Wing said in a press
release.

Lt. Col. Muhammad
Ali embraced Shahadat
while fighting with terror-
ists in North Waziristan, the
other day.

On behalf of the nation,
the president paid tribute
to the services and valour
of Shaheed Lt. Col.
Muhammad Ali.

The president appreci-
ated the affection and pas-
sion of sacrifice of late Lt.
Col. Muhammad Ali
Shaheed and his family for
the country.

The entire nation val-
ued the sacrifices of the
martyrs and their families,
he said, adding that the na-
tion would not forget its
martyrs and their sacrifices.

Faces legal heat:
Imran Khan booked

for D-Chowk
protest planning

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
case has been registered
against PTI founder Imran
Khan for allegedly planning
the D-Chowk protest.

The charges against
him included kidnapping,
robbery, attempted murder,
interference with govern-
ment operations, and vio-
lations under the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act, among 13 sec-
tions in total.

The case was filed by
Sub-Inspector Qaiser
Mehmood and named
Imran Khan along with 14
local leaders.

The complaint stated
that, contrary to prison
manual, Imran Khan was
granted extraordinary il-
legal facilities while incar-
cerated.

It alleged that he incited
his political workers to vio-
lence against the state and
institutions during visits
and communications from
jail.

Four killed, nine injured as
anti-encroachment drive
turns deadly in Quetta

CM Gandapur resurfaces
in KP Assembly after

day-long disappearance
Says IG Islamabad will have to tender

apology at KP Assembly floor
Monitoring Desk

PESHAWAR: After nearly
a full day of uncertainty,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur reappeared at the
provincial assembly on Sun-
day, following his sudden
disappearance during a Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI)-led protest in
Islamabad a day earlier. The
mystery surrounding
Gandapur’s absence had
sparked widespread con-
cern, prompting the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly to
pass an urgent resolution de-
manding his immediate re-
lease. Provincial Law Min-
ister Aftab Alam tabled the
resolution, which con-
demned the recent raid on
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
House in Islamabad and the
violent incidents that en-
sued.

Gandapur, who had
been last seen leading a con-
voy of PTI protestors into

Islamabad on October 5,
was reportedly near China
Chowk when he disap-
peared.

Upon his return to the
K-P Assembly, Gandapur
delivered a fiery speech, ac-
cusing the federal govern-
ment of undermining the will
of the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. "A historic
chapter has been written,
and now they are trying to
erase it," he declared, refer-
ring to the PTI's political
achievements. He also
criticised the treatment of
PTI members, stating, "Our
party symbol has been
taken from us, our members
have been kidnapped, and
we were not allowed to run
an election campaign."
Gandapur highlighted the
party’s electoral success,
questioning how the oppo-
sition secured votes: "PTI
received over 4.5 million
votes. Where did the oppo-
sition get their votes from?"

Independent Report
QUETTA: A violent con-
frontation erupted between
law enforcement and armed
individuals during an opera-
tion to reclaim land from
land mafia in the Baleli area
of Quetta.  According to
police reports, the clash re-
sulted in the deaths of four
individuals and injuries to
twelve others.  Armed as-
sailants opened fire, lead-
ing to widespread unrest in
the area. Protesters blocked
Baleli Road in response,
engaging in stone-pelting
and halting all traffic.

The gunfire incident
occurred while police were
executing a court order to

recover illegally occupied
land. Conditions have since
stabilized in the Chashma
Achozai area.

District Administration
has confirmed the fatalities,
with Deputy Commis-
sioner Saad bin Asad stat-
ing that action was taken
against illegally residing in-
dividuals, including foreign
Afghan refugees. During
the operation, armed indi-
viduals attacked the team,
which included the Assis-
tant Commissioner, result-
ing in casualties. Reports
also indicated attempts to
set fire to government ma-
chinery during the confron-
tation.

Achakzai announces
expansion of peaceful

protests to Balochistan
Independent Report

QUETTA: Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, Chairman
of Pashtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party and leader of
the Tehreek Tahafuz-e-Ain
Pakistan (Movement for
the Protection of Pakistan’s
Constitution), has an-
nounced the expansion of
peaceful protests to
Balochistan. In a statement,
Achakzai condemned the
government’s violent re-
sponse to peaceful protests
in Islamabad, warning of
alarming consequences if
this continues.

Achakzai stated that
despite repeated warnings
to the government to release
the PTI founder on bail, the
advice was ignored.

 He expressed concerns
over the current political
scenario, stating that the
situation is taking a danger-
ous turn, and the public is
now charting their own
path.

To intensify the move-
ment, a large protest rally
is scheduled for October 7
in Qila Saifullah,
Balochistan. Leaders of all
political parties associated
with the Tehreek Tahafuz-
e-Ain Pakistan will attend
the event. Achakzai empha-
sized that this rally will in-
form the people of
Balochistan about the on-
going political situation in
Islamabad, and a future
plan of action will be out-
lined following the event.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Health, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar has ex-
pressed anguish over the
shortage of medicines in
public sector hospitals and
directed to the concerned
authorities to put the sup-
ply chain of the Medicine
Supply Department (MSD)
on modern lines.

He also directed to in-
crease working capacity of
all vertical programmes of
the health and PPHI. In ad-
dition to this, all available
resources should be utilized
for welfare of the general
public. These and similar
other directives were issued
by the Provincial Minister
for Health during his sur-
prise visit to the Director
General Health services here
the other day.

During the visit, the
Minister was briefed about
the vertical programmes and
ongoing development
projects of the health de-
partment.

Bakht Muhammad
Kakar directed to extend the
framework agreement to
meet shortage of the medi-
cines immediately.

He also expressed dis-
may over the coverage of
routine immunization and as
such adding he directed to
take steps for increasing its
coverage and monitoring. In
addition to this, he also di-
rected to ensure merit and
transparency in purchase of
medicines and equipment
and recruitments.

He said that the equal
distribution of primary, sec-
ondary and treachery care
facilities and medical staff is
need of the hour.

Meanwhile, the Minis-
ter Health presented a
sketch of the comprehen-
sive plan to meet the chal-
lenges of the present era. He
announced to set up a cen-
tral command and control
center at DG Health office
so as to issue directives and
monitor the situation in case
of any health emergency.

Naqvi announces
Shaheed package

for martyred
cop’s family

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Syed
Mohsin Raza Naqvi on
Sunday ruled out any pos-
sibility of talks with the
protestors of a political
party and announced the
Shaheed package for the
assistance of the bereaved
family of Shaheed
Islamabad Capital Territory
Police Constable Abdul
Hameed Shah to be deliv-
ered within upcoming days.

In a media talk after the
funeral of the constable who
was martyred during the
PTI protest here, the Inte-
rior Minister said that those
involved in the killing of the
martyr would face law and
vowed to bring the culprits
to justice. He expressed his
condolences to the police
and the victim’s family.
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KARACHI: Players of Pakistan Army Team are lifting trophy after wins
National Women Gymnastics Championship 2024 held in Karachi.

KARACHI: Jamat-e-Islami (JI) Chief, Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman addresses to
his supporters during a protest rally against Israeli cruel and inhumane acts
and expressing unity with the innocent people of Palestine, at Shahrah-e-
Faisal in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Motorists on thier way at Islamabad Highway after open roads,
in the Federal Capital.

MULTAN: England cricket team captain Ollie Pope
and his Pakistani counterpart Shan Masood pose
with the Test series trophy on as first Test cricket
match will be played from October 7-11 at the Multan
Cricket Stadium.

Vice Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Ovais Ahmed Bilgrami alongwith prize winners of 10th CNS
Amateur Net Shield Golf Tournament

PTI failed to unleash violence,
bloodshed in capital despite
massive attempt: Muqam

Politicians slam PTI
agitation politics at Islamabad

Pakistan determined to end
their 10-match winless streak

UoB hosts successful
international conference

on linguistics and literature

Controlling Maternal Mortality,
a daunting task for

provincial authorities

All set in AJK to solemnize
the 19th anniversary of
Oct 8, 2005 earthquake

PM condemns
cop’s killing by
PTI protesters

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif here Sunday
expressed profound sorrow
and grief over the martyr-
dom of Islamabad police
official, Abdul Hameed,
due to stone pelting by the
PTI protesters.

The Prime Minister
strongly condemned the in-
cident and directed the au-
thorities concerned to bring
all the people involved in
the incident to justice.

He prayed for the el-
evation of martyred police
official and paid condolence
to the bereaved family.

He said that PTI al-
ways followed the path of
violence under the guise of
protest, citing that the same
political party had attacked
the PTV building and bro-
ken the gate of Parliament
House in the past.

Mobile and Internet services
restored in Islamabad after

51-hour shutdown
ISLAMABAD (INP): After a prolonged suspension of
51 hours, mobile and internet services have finally been
restored in the federal capital.

The shutdown had caused significant disruption to
communication across Islamabad, affecting both residents
and businesses.

The recent service disruption is part of a larger pat-
tern of internet shutdowns across Pakistan over the past
year.

Authorities have intermittently suspended mobile and
internet services, primarily citing security concerns dur-
ing political protests, large gatherings, and sensitive na-
tional events. These shutdowns while aimed at maintain-
ing order have raised concerns about the impact on daily
life, businesses, and access to information.

India beat Pakistan
by six wickets in

ICC Women’s T20
World Cup-2024

DUBAI (APP): India
women beat Pakistan
women by six wickets in
the seventh fixture of the
ICC Women’s T20 World
Cup 2024 at the Dubai In-
ternational Cricket Stadium
(DICS) on Sunday after-
noon. This was Pakistan’s
first defeat in the ongoing
mega event, while India
claimed their first win.

Chasing a modest 106
to win, India achieved the
target for the loss of four
wickets in the 19th over.
India’s captain
Harmanpreet Kaur played
a responsible innings and
scored 29 off 24 balls in-
cluding a four. Opening bat-
ter Shafali Verma top-
scored with a 35-ball 32,
hitting three fours. Jemimah
Rodrigues was other no-
table run-getter for the win-
ning team with a 28-ball 23.

Captain Fatima Sana
was the most successful
bowler for Pakistan, bagging
two wickets for 23 runs in
her four overs, while
Omaima Sohail and Sadia
Iqbal snapped a wicket
each.

Earlier, after opting to
bat first, Pakistan managed
to score 105 for eight in
their allotted 20 overs.
Former captain Nida Dar
top-scored for the side with
28 off 34 balls including a
four. That Pakistan were
able to get past the 100-run
mark was due to a 28-run
partnership between Nida
and Syeda Aroob Shah (14
not out, 17b, 1x4) for the
eighth wicket.

Wicketkeeper-batter
Muneeba Ali (17, 26b,
2x4s) and Fatima (13, 8b,
2x4s) were the other bat-
ters to reach double figures.

MIRPUR (APP): In Azad
Jammu Kashmir, all is al-
most set to commemorate
the 19th anniversary of
history’s worst killer earth-
quake of October 8, 2005,
across Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir on Tuesday, Oct. 8,
with due serious feelings,
respect, and determination
as the National Disaster
Awareness Day, with the
glorious tributes to be paid
to the martyrs and other vic-
tims of history’s most-worst
deadly catastrophe of high
magnitude in the region.

A grand ceremony to be
hosted by the Kashmir Or-
phan Relief Trust (KORT)
and Educational Complex at
Akhterabad in Mirpur,
dwelling at least 452 orphan
and shelterless children,
mostly those who had fallen
orphan and homeless in the
deadly earthquake of Octo-
ber 8, 2005 in Azad Jammu
Kashmir, will be the hall-
mark of the 19th anniversary
of history’s worst catastro-
phe to be commemorated in
this lake district simulta-
neously with the rest of
AJK.

When contacted, Sardar
Sajid Dilawar, Country Di-
rector of the KORT, told
APP here on Sunday that a
major grand ceremony will
be held at 6.00 in the evening
on Tuesday at the mega
KORT complex at
Akhterabad, in the outskirts
of this lake city. AJK Prime
Minister Anwar ul Haq
Chaudhry will be the Chief
Guest on this occasion, also
to be attended by the dweller
children of the KORT be-
sides the dignitaries and the
representatives of all classes
of the civil society.

Ch. Akhter Kashmir
Waala, the founder of the

KORT, the largest shelter
home in South Asia, hous-
ing over 452 orphan and
shelterless children—
mostly those who were ren-
dered homeless and orphan
following the killer earth-
quake of October 2005 in
Muzaffarabad and various
adjoining parts of AJK and
KPK—told APP here Sun-
day that the ceremony to
pay rich tributes to the vic-
tims of history’s worst ca-
tastrophe will be attended
among others by the AJK
PM, the dignitaries—be-
sides social workers, volun-
teers, and heads of various
nation-building institu-
tions—to observe the anni-
versary with due respect
and prayers for the victims
of the devastating calamity.

The anniversary will be
observed as the national day
of awareness about safety
from the national disasters
to mark the 19th anniver-
sary of the calamity as a
‘day of firmness and deter-
mination for reconstruc-
tion—in memory of earth-
quake martyrs, coupled
with special prayers for the
rest of the departed souls of
the quake victims in eternal
peace and to express sym-
pathies and solidarity with
the survivorss of history’s
worst natural catastrophe. It
will be a gazetted holiday
throughout AJK State.

Another major cer-
emony to mark the day will
be held at the capital city of
Muzaffarabad, with the sign
of deep-rooted love and affec-
tion by the government and the
people of Pakistan, as well as
the national and international
NGO’s and brotherly foreign
countries that had contrib-
uted their exceptional share
of generous assistance.

QUETTA (APP): Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR) in
Balochistan is deemed to be
much more than reported
since many maternal deaths
remain unrecorded due to
occurrence in far flung ar-
eas and absence of vital sta-
tistics system.

Due to fragmented
healthcare systems, espe-
cially in remote regions,
data collection often re-
mains incomplete and in-
consistent. Surveys are
time-consuming and expen-
sive, with many maternal
and child deaths going un-
recorded, particularly in
rural areas where infrastruc-
ture and reporting systems
are weak.

According to health de-
partment data, the esti-
mates of current maternal
mortality ratio in
Balochistan indicate around
298 deaths per 100,000 live
births, although specific
provincial data might vary.
Similarly, infant mortality
rate is approximately 60-70
deaths per 1,000 live births.

As the officials of
population welfare and
health departments ac-
knowledge unreported
deaths of women and in-
fants, they also mention to
absence of vital statistics
system at district and union
council level and validity of
such data.

“Implementing a vital
statistics systems at district
and even union council lev-
els is indispensable to en-
sure accurate data record-
ing for effective implemen-

tation of policies about
family planning and repro-
ductive health services,”
stated Abdullah Khan, Sec-
retary Balochistan Popula-
tion Welfare Department.

“Limited healthcare
services, shortage of medi-
cal practitioners including
gynecologists,  medical
o ff icer s ,  lady h ea lth
workers, cultural and so-
cial barriers, inadequate
family planning services,
low literacy, mal-nutrition
and poor infrastructure are
the major causes of the
high MMR in
Balochistan,” he said.

There are common
complaints by residents
about insufficient facilities
at health centers especially
in remote areas resulting in
frequent deaths.

Aminullah, 34, a resi-
dent of union council
Malikyar in Pishin district
is one of instances whose
wife died on way to Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospi-
tal as no doctor was avail-
able at BHU and DHQ was
on an hour travelling dis-
tance from his area.

“I could not save her
life and lost my wife and
child,” he said and men-
tioned that one lady health
worker used to work in
BHU Malikyar sometime
back and after her retire-
ment, no LHV was ap-
pointed.

Umar Khan Nasar,
33,  resident  of Kil i
Nasarabad in Loralai dis-
trict depicted same story
of healthcare for women

in his district as Loralai
Teaching Hospital is the
sole facility for a popula-
tion of 272,432 people
also with skeletal staff.

“On account of insuf-
ficient Emergency Obstet-
rics and Newborn Care
Facility, the serious pa-
t ients are referred to
Quetta on emergency ba-
sis,” Umar said, mention-
ing that 265 kilometer
travelling between Loralai
and provincial capital re-
sult in many deaths.

This is the picture of
a district comparatively
somehow equipped with
EONC facil ities from
where one can easily gauge
the situation in far-flung
and remote districts when
it  comes to better
healthcare facilities for
pregnant women. Situa-
tion is also not encourag-
ing in other districts like
Kohlu,  Awaran, Dera
Bugti, Musakhail, Kharan
and Barkhan etc.

According to Health
Department out of 35 dis-
tricts in Balochistan, 15
have comprehensive Emer-
gency Obstetric and New-
born Care (EMONC) ser-
vices at Teaching and
DHQ hospitals. As a
whole, there are 1500
health facilities with nine
teaching hospitals, two di-
visional, 28 district and
five tahsil headquarter
ho sp i t a l s ,  1 08  rural
health centers, 784 BHUs
and 91 mother and infant
centers across the prov-
ince.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for State
and Frontier Region, Kash-
mir and Gilgit-Baltistan
Affairs, Engineer Amir
Maqam on Sunday in his
response to the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) pro-
test said it had failed to un-
leash violence and blood-
shed in the federal capital
despite massive attempts.

The Minister appreci-
ated the positive role of se-
curity forces and police for
showing patience, a press
statement said.

Muqam said Ali Amin
Gandapur’s role has been
that of a film actor from day
one and that too of a vil-
lain. “Thankfully, the
“Imrani agenda” has not
been completed. However,
despite the Article 144 in
Islamabad, deployment of
Army and many hurdles,
PTI’s purpose of bringing
the innocent Pashtuns to
create bloodshed could not
be done. These anti-state

elements were expecting
severe reaction and blood-
shed but their aim was not
fulfilled,” he said.

Engineer Amir Muqam
while appreciating the role
of the security and law en-
forcement agencies said
that the security agencies
worked in the best interest
of the country and worked
patiently.

“However, the martyr-
dom of one constable and
the injuries of many are
deeply regretted,” he added.

The way in which the
resources, machinery and
manpower of a poor prov-
ince were used recklessly
would have to be accounted
for, he said.

Engineer Amir Muqam
warned and said that he
would also ask the govern-
ment officials of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa not to be part
of the work against the
country’s interest, other-
wise they too would be held
accountable.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
politicians of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa here Sunday
slammed the agitation of
Pakistan Tahrik e Insaf at
Islamabad and termed it il-
logical.

“From recent protest
demonstrations and agita-
tion, it is seemed that PTI
leadership has not been in-
terested in the economic
recovery of the country
rather trying to get relief
for their founder, who was
in jailed in serious corrup-
tion cases,” said Ikhtair
Wali Khan, Pakistan Mus-
lim League (Nawaz)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Information Secretary and
former MPA while talking
to APP.

Declaring the uncalled
for protest agitation of PTI
leadership as unjustified,
Ikhtair Wali Khan said PTI
leadership did not learn les-
son from their past mis-
takes and flopped Dharna
at D Chowk in the past and
was again repeating the
same blunder despite los-
ing KP and Punjab Govts
due to premature dissolu-
tion of assemblies in these
provinces.

Terming politics of
hooliganism as detrimental
for democracy, he said that
Pakistan Tahrik e Insaf’s
agitation first at Lahore

and later in Rawalpindi
and Islamabad have totally
negated the spirit of demo-
cratic principles and politi-
cal tolerance.

“The clashes of PTI
workers with Punjab Po-
lice have exposed the tall
claims of the former call-
ing themselves as cham-
pion of democracy and rule
of law,” he said, adding
“PTI workers’ scuffling
with law enforcers were
also tantamount to take
law into hands and create
anarchy in society”.

“PTI workers have not
only violated the 144CrpC
but also tarnished their
own image before the en-
tire nation due to uncalled
for political hooliganism,”
he said, alleging that pelt-
ing of stones on police’s
vehicles and breaking citi-
zens’ cars has no service
to the nation.

The PMLN leader said
that no government could
allow holding of such agi-
tation rallies and demon-
strations at red zone espe-
cially at Islamabad, claim-
ing that the PTI has been
repeatedly requested to
postpone its rally for se-
curity reasons that were
not reciprocated well.

“The flopped rallies
exposed the PTI
leadership’s deep frustra-

tion and anxiety after
people of Punjab kept
their distance from it,” he
said.

Ikhtair Wali reiterated
the CM KP was known
for raising merely empty
tall slogans and advised him
to stage rallies and walks
at DI Khan and other
southern districts where
the law and order situation
was deteriorating due to
lackluster policies of PTI.

“When a three-time
elected Prime Minister
Muammad Nawaz Sharif
and his daughter Maryam
Nawaz could face court
cases and imprisonment in
the politically motivated
cases without any protest
in their favor then why not
PTI founder,” he said.

Former KP Minister
Wajid Ali Khan said there
was no need of taking out
protest rallies in Islamabad
as media is free and politi-
cians’ voices could easily
be reached to every corner
of the country through
media.

He said bringing
hordes of protesters from
Khyber Pakthunkhwa to
Islamabad and Lahore was
tantamount to putting ex-
traordinary pressure on
Govt and state institutions
in a bid to get relief for the
PTI founder.

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
is determined to end their
10-match winless streak at
home when they face En-
gland in the first Test at the
Multan Cricket Stadium on
Monday.

Their last Test victory
on home soil came against
South Africa in Rawalpindi
in February 2021. Since
then, Pakistan has endured
a dry spell, losing six
matches and drawing four
– their longest winless run
since earning Test status in
1952.

Since that 2021 victory,
Pakistan has played 23
Tests overall, securing just
eight wins – two each
against Zimbabwe and
Bangladesh, three against
Sri Lanka, and one against
the West Indies. They’ve
suffered 11 defeats, includ-
ing four to Australia, one
each to Sri Lanka and the
West Indies, three to En-
gland and two to
Bangladesh. The remaining
four Tests, all drawn, were
against Australia and New
Zealand.

Captain Shan Masood
arrived in Multan with a
troubling record of five con-
secutive losses as skipper.
Similarly, red-ball coach Ja-
son Gillespie has yet to
taste success in his two-
year tenure, with
Bangladesh claiming 10-
wicket and six-wicket wins
in their recent encounters,
ending Pakistan’s chances
of reaching the ICC World
Test Championship final at
Lord’s in June 2025.

However, the Pakistan
team is now focused on
putting the past behind
them, determined to show
resilience and pride, not just

for themselves but for their
passionate fans and stake-
holders.

Following the
Bangladesh series, Pakistan
players, like the England
side that played an eight-
match white-ball series
against Australia, partici-
pated in the Champions
One-Day Cup in
Faisalabad, gaining valuable
match practice. The squad
then gathered in Multan on
1 October for a five-day
camp to acclimatize to lo-
cal conditions.

When these two sides
last met at the Multan

need to leave poor results
behind and begin Pakistan’s
resurgence as a top
cricketing nation.

“We have a huge op-
portunity to turn things
around against England, and
we’re looking to make a
strong start in Multan,”
Masood said earlier in the
week. “The team is excited,
and we’re hoping for
memorable results.

“I assure you, every-
one is eager for a comeback
and to take Pakistan cricket
in the right direction. Pres-
sure is a privilege – leading
your country is an honor,

Cricket Stadium, England
secured a hard-fought 26-
run victory. But Pakistan
can take positives from
that game – England will be
without key pacers James
Anderson (retired), Ollie
Robinson (not selected),
and Mark Wood (injured),
while captain Ben Stokes is
still recovering from a ham-
string injury.

Abrar Ahmed had a
standout performance in
that match, claiming 11
wickets, while Babar Azam
and Saud Shakeel im-
pressed with the bat.

Captain Shan Masood
and coach Jason Gillespie
have been candid about the

but it also comes with re-
sponsibility. If the results
are good, I’ll stay on, and if
not, I’ll face the conse-
quences. I don’t shy away
from challenges, and this
upcoming series is defi-
nitely one of them.

Gillespie echoed these
sentiments: “Facing a team
like England is exciting.
Playing on home soil is a
great opportunity, and we
believe we match up well
against them, though
they’re a strong side. Our
focus will be on disciplined,
consistent Test cricket. If
we stick to our plans and
remain patient, the results
will come.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The University
of Balochistan organized a
two-day international con-
ference in collaboration with
Linguistics Association of
Pakistan (LAP), on Octo-
ber 3-4, 2024. The mixed
mode of the conference
brought together renowned
linguistic experts from na-
tional and international lev-
els. One hundred research
presenters who belonged to
different universities of Pa-

their promotion.
The notable guests

who attended the inaugura-
tion ceremony includes,
Hafiz Tahir, Secretary Col-
leges, Higher and Technical
Education, Pro: Dr. Naheed
Haq, VC, SBK Women’s
University, Dr. Shabir
Ahmed Lehri, VC Bolan
University.

Keynotes on English
language teaching in diverse
contextual settings, Foster-
ing Multilingual awareness,

kistan presented their re-
search work. Fifty five re-
searchers presented their
work in-person and forty
five researchers presented
their research work virtu-
ally.

The conference was in-
augurated by Chief Guest
Dr. Faiz Muhammad
Kakar, former Health Min-
ister of Balochistan, and
Pro: Dr. Zahoor Ahmed
Bazai, Vice Chancellor,
University of Balochistan,
Dr. Muntazar Mehdi,
President (LAP), Dr.
Naseebuallah Seemab,
Dean, Faculty of Literature
and Languages, highlighted
the significance of such
conferences in inculcating
the culture of research, par-
ticularly in the field of lit-
erature and linguistics.
Moreover, they also high-
lighted raising awareness
about the importance of in-
digenous languages and

Documenting indigenous
Languages, and Words
Shaping Creative Meaning

Book Launch: Brahui
Texts: Glossed and Trans-
lated Short Stories and
Folktales

By  Dr. Liaquat Ali Sani
Panel discussion on

Safeguarding Cultural Heri-
tage: Promotion of Indig-
enous languages in Pakistan

One hundred Research
presentations on linguis-
tics, applied linguistics, and
literature

Closing Ceremony and
Resolution

Honorable Provincial
Minister of Education, Ms.
Rahila Durrani, graced the
closing ceremony of the
conference and distributed
the shields and certificates
among the participants.
The participants of the
ICLAP highlighted the ab-
sence of a comprehensive
language policy.
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ISLAMABAD: Army and Rangers are standing in reverse to control PTI’s protest and situation at D
chowk.

ISLAMABAD: Commandant Frontier Constabulary (FC), Muhammad Riaz 
Nazir  Gara visiting the troops at D Chowk on Sunday to boost their motiva-
tion and enthusiasm.

ISLAMABAD: Labourers busy in fixing cemented blocks along Club Road in
Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: An elderly person on the way car-
rying bundle of dry branches of tree for domestic
use in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Visitors taking keen interest in different handmade items
displayed by artisans during two day “Daachi Arts & Craft Exhibition” at
Pak China Friendship Centre in the Federal Capital.

Improved transport facilities: A boon for Capital commuters
ISLAMABAD (APP): In
recent years, Islamabad has
witnessed a transformative
upgrade to its public trans-
portation system enhanc-
ing the commuting experi-
ence for its citizens, espe-
cially women.

Spearheaded by the
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA), these
changes have introduced a
new era of inclusivity,
safety and convenience,
addressing long-standing
mobility and accessibility
challenges faced by female
commuters.

In a city dominated by
private cars, those reliant on
public transport—mainly
women, students and low-
income groups—found
themselves disproportion-
ately affected.

Therefore, the intro-
duction of modern bus ser-
vices, including the Metro
Bus and the Green and Blue
Line networks, have proved

to be game changers.
Equipped with air-

conditioned buses, fixed
schedules and dedicated
lanes, these services have
alleviated many of the bur-
dens previously experi-
enced by commuters.

The Metro Bus, in
particular, with its strate-
gically placed stops, has
become a lifeline for
women, allowing them to
travel for work, education
and other duties without
the hassle of long waits or
overcrowding.

What makes these ser-
vices different from previ-
ously run private transport
between twin cities are the
seats reserved for women
and families, creating a more
comfortable and respectful
travel environment.

Enhanced safety mea-
sures at bus stations, in-
cluding proper lighting,
CCTV surveillance and se-
curity personnel, have fur-

ther bolstered female trav-
elers’ confidence in using
public transport through-
out the day. Maryam Sul-
tan, a high school teacher
commuting from Rawalpindi
to Islamabad, shared her en-
thusiasm for the upgraded
transport system.

“As a working
woman, the new bus ser-
vices have been a game
changer for me. Before the
Metro, it was exhausting
and sometimes intimidating
to rely on the old vans.
Now, I feel much safer trav-
eling to and from work, es-
pecially during the evening
hours.” She noted that the
reserved seating for women
makes a big difference and
said that now many of her
female colleagues were us-
ing public transport regu-
larly. “It has surely made it
easier for us to travel
safely,respectfully and
reach our destination well
on time.”

The impacts of this
progress in the public trans-
port system extend beyond
mere transportation for
bringing significant social
and economic changes in
their lives.

With reliable and af-
fordable transport options
now available, this
newfound mobility has re-
duced economic barriers,
enabling women to travel
independently rather than
relying on costly alterna-
tives such as ride-hailing
services. “The recent
launch of ‘Pink Bus Ser-
vice’ is an appreciable ad-
dition to Capital’s trans-
portation system and mode
of easy travelling for both
male and female commut-
ers,” remarked Sadia Khan,
a university student.

“This also speaks loud
of the government’s com-
mitment to facilitate
women’s mobility, with 10
routes designated specifi-

cally for female students,
teachers and other female
travelers from rural to ur-
ban areas,” she stated.

With operations run-
ning from early morning to
late afternoon, this service,
she said enables women to
have safe and accessible
transport tailored to their
needs.

The Capital Develop-
ment Authority is also add-
ing electric buses to the
city’s fleet with 30 such
buses are already opera-
tional on routes connecting
major healthcare and edu-
cational institutions, with a
flat fare of Rs50.

The arrival of an addi-
tional fleet of buses, along
with ongoing discussions
about technology transfer
for electric vehicle manu-
facturing in Pakistan, sig-
nals a commitment to cre-
ating a sustainable and eco-
friendly public transport
system.

NDRMF supporting National Climate Finance
Strategy to be launched at COP29: Bilal Anwar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO), National Disaster
Risk Management Fund
(NDRMF), Bilal Anwar on
Sunday said the Fund is
assisting the Ministry of
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination in
formulation of the National
Climate Finance Strategy
that would be launched at
the COP29.

The NDRMF is sup-
porting the Ministry of
Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination by
extending financial and
technical assistance in es-
tablishing the COP pavil-
ion, pre-COP events and
writing position papers on
different agenda items like
Article 13, Article 6 and

others under the Paris Ac-
cord, the CEO NDRMF
said in an exclusive inter-
view with APP while show-
casing the efforts and ac-
complishments of the
Fund. The Fund is also as-
sisting in formulation of the
National Climate Finance
Strategy that would be
launched at the COP29, he
said. Denouncing the criti-
cism on COP Pavilions,
Bilal Anwar said the criti-
cism on the COP pavilions
established by the country
at previous conferences
was unfair.

“Pakistan’s pavilion
has enhanced its utility in
the previous two to three
COPs as during the COP27
due to 2022 floods it has
garnered much attention

whereas during the COP28,
some 29 events were
organised throughout the
moot at the pavilion. Paki-
stan this time has a won-
derful story to tell at
COP29,” Bilal said.

The Fund, he said
have launched its first Busi-
ness Policy 2024 that
helped in repurposing and
redefining it over a course
of 18-month to change the
donors’ mindset for well-
informed disaster resilience
interventions.

The document is a 10-
year long-term policy inter-
vention being implemented
after extensive consulta-
tions with all stakeholders,
he added.

“Resilience building is
a long-term process and its

challenging amid growing
climate catastrophes as ev-
ery intervention has its im-
pacts but a long-term strat-
egy is necessary and the
NDRMF Business Policy
is addressing it. There have
been repeated discussions
with relevant bodies, prov-
inces, fund implementing
partners (FIPs), research-
ers, pratitioners and experts
related to the subject which
resulted into culmination of
our efforts in the form of
the strategy,” Bilal Anwar
said. The Business Policy,
he said has bagged huge ac-
claim from the donors who
have demanded a frame-
work under the Policy to
continue their operations in
line with the national docu-
ment.

Siddiqui says:
PTI introduced ominous
tradition of provincial

onslaught on federation

Those involved in the killing
of police constable Hameed

will not be spared: IGP Rizvi
Says Islamabad Police fully alert to protect

citizens’ lives, properties

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Inspector General of
Islamabad Police Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi has said strict
action will be taken against
orchestrators, abettors and
perpetrators of violent at-
tacks on police, law en-
forcement agencies and
public property.

Addressing a news
conference in Islamabad
this afternoon, he said those
involved in the killing of
police constable Abdul
Hameed Shah will not be
spared. He said a strict First
Information Report,  as per
the law, will be lodged
against these elements. He
added that Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ali
Amin Gandapur was lead-
ing this onslaught.

The Inspector Gen-
eral said so far ten FIRs
have been registered against
violent protestors. He said
878 miscreants, including
120 Afghan nationals, have
been arrested. He added144
safe-city cameras worth
154 million rupees, 10 po-
lice vehicles, 31 motorcycles
of police personnel, and
three private cars were
badly damaged by the vio-
lent protestors.

Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi
said resources of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
were used in this onslaught
on the Federal Capital. He
said eight Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa police offi-

cials were arrested, while
slingshots, live teargas
shells, government and pri-
vate weapons were recov-
ered from the violent pro-
testors.

The Inspector Gen-
eral, however, said the
Islamabad Police is fully
alert and committed to pro-

tect the citizens’ lives, prop-
erty and honour. He said no
one will be allowed to dis-
turb peace and tranquility
in the Federal Capital. He
said now the police force is
going after miscreants’ hide-

outs in every nook and cor-
ner of the Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory.

Answering a question,
the Inspector General said
Chief Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is neither in
the custody of police nor
other law enforcement
agencies.

PDMA issues fresh
rain alert, departments

ready to respond: Director
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(PDMA) Director-General
Irfan Ali Kathia Sunday as-
sured that all concerned de-
partments of Punjab are on
high alert, following Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz’s
instructions as the Provin-
cial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) had
issued a fresh rain alert.

In his message on a
private news channel, he

said we are fully prepared
to tackle any emergency-
like situation, citing the rain
prediction till October 8.

“Our control rooms
are monitoring the situation
24/7 and rescue personnel
with machinery are on
standby,” he added.

Kathia confirmed
that water flow in all riv-
ers and canals is normal.
Measures have been taken
for water drainage in low-
lying areas.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Parliamentary Leader of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) in the
Senate, Senator Irfan
Siddiqui on Sunday lam-
basted the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for
instigating provincial re-
sources against the federa-
tion and accused the PTI for
introducing an ominous tra-
dition of provincial on-
slaught on the federation.

In a post on his offi-
cial X-handle, the Senator
wrote, “It happened many
times in the past that the
government of the PML-N

and the Pakistan People’s
Party was in some parts of
the federation and prov-
inces. Despite the mutual
tension, it has never hap-
pened that any of the fed-
erating unit has attacked the
federation under the lead-
ership of the Chief Minis-
ter.” He regretted that this sad
tradition was introduced by
PTI in 2016 when then Chief
Minister, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Pervez
Khattak launched the first at-
tack on Islamabad. In 2022, the
PTI founder attacked the fed-
eral capital with the help of then
Chief Minister.

Education, tolerance in
society crucial in preventing

radicalization: Analyst suggests

NAVTTC hosts
international delegates to
boost vocational training

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Vocational
and Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC)
on Sunday organized a
meeting with international
delegates to explore col-
laboration in technical and
vocational education in Pa-
kistan.

According to a
NAVTTC statement, the
participants including Lord
Paul Boateng, Dr. Tony
Degazon, and Prof. Wendy
Thomson highlighted the
importance of partnerships
in addressing skill develop-
ment challenges and enhanc-
ing job opportunities for
Pakistani youth.

Lord Boateng said,
“Fostering strong interna-
tional partnerships is vital
to advancing Pakistan’s
TVET sector and equipping
the youth with necessary
skills.”

Dr. Degazon empha-
sized the commitment to
work closely with

NAVTTC to improve vo-
cational training and en-
hance employability. Prof.
Thomson added, “To-
gether, we can create mean-
ingful opportunities for the
young workforce in Paki-
stan.”

NAVTTC Chairper-
son, Ms. Gulmina Bilal
Ahmad, highlighted the
significance of these dis-
cussions, calling it a piv-
otal moment for Pakistan’s
vocational training. She
said, “We are excited
about the possibilities
that lie ahead.”

Mr. Muhammad
Aamir Jan, Executive Direc-
tor NAVTTC, said the
commission is committed
to enhancing the techni-
cal and vocational educa-
tion landscape in Pakistan
and looks forward to
fruitful collaborations
that will create meaning-
ful employment oppor-
tunities for the skilled
workforce.

Chairman CDA reviews
completion of renovation
work at Convention Centre

PTI’s hidden agenda
threatening national

security: PML-N leader

Capital’s residents enjoying
eco-friendly rides in electric buses
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The residents of federal
capital were enjoying and
feeling comfortable by
commuting in electric
buses, providing cheap and
environmental friendly
travel and access to various
sectors of the metropolis.

Talking to APP, Waqar
Ali, a resident of G-11,
lauded the standards of the
e-buses and said that with
the commencement of mass
transit public transport
system in Islamabad the
swarms of automobiles
would reduce and enable a

modern commute facility in
a modernized fashion for
the citizens.

He said that he was
travelling regularly to these
electric buses and feeling-
relaxed till the destination,
as the buses were estab-
lished on international stan-
dards with spacious seats,
inbuilt air conditioning sys-
tem as compared to poor
public transport vehicles
with untidy seats, tightly
packed occupancy and pa-
thetic services of the trans-
porters. He further appre-
ciated the landmark initia-

tive of the present govern-
ment under the leadership of
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, who di-
rected the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) to
launch the electric buses in
various sectors of the city
that were not covered un-
der the erstwhile Metro
Bus service. Huma Rafique,
a student reside of G-8
Markaz, said that being a
student, she was commut-
ing on the public e-transport
which she considered as
cheaper and eco-friendly as
compared to others.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
prominent research analyst
Syed Imran Sardar at the In-
stitute of Regional Studies
on Sunday advocated for
robust laws to counter ex-
tremist narratives that
threaten the well-being of
Pakistan’s youth due to
unchecked social media.

Talking to the PTV
news channel he made a
pressing appeal to
policymakers for control-
ling the social media’s harm-
ful influence and proposed
societal tolerance as an an-
tidote to extremism.

Syed Imran Sardar fur-

ther emphasized that pro-
moting tolerance within so-
ciety is crucial to counter-
ing extremism.

“We need to foster an
environment where diverse
perspectives are respected
and encouraged,” he said.

“This can be achieved
through education, commu-
nity engagement and inclu-
sive dialogue,” he added.

By promoting toler-
ance, “we can create a soci-
ety where our youth are
resilient to radical ideolo-
gies,” he noted.

The analyst under-
scored the need for collec-

tive responsibility in pro-
moting tolerance, adding
that it is not just the
government’s duty; every
citizen, community leader
and institution must play a
role in fostering inclusivity
and respect”.

Sardar cautioned that
societal polarization and
intolerance provide fertile
ground for extremist ideolo-
gies to flourish.

“We must bridge the
gaps between communities
and promote mutual un-
derstanding to prevent the
spread of hatred,” he
urged.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, conducted a
thorough visit of the reno-
vation work at the Jinnah
Convention Centre (JCC)
on Sunday.

The Member Engi-
neering and other relevant
officers of CDA accom-
panied him during the
visit.

During the visi t ,
Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa was briefed on
the upgrades and renova-
tion being made to the JCC.

Expressing satisfac-
tion with the overall

progress, he directed to
swiftly complete any mi-
nor remaining tasks and
stressed to facilitate the
timely handover of the
Jinnah Convention Centre
to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MoFA).

The Chairman also
closely examined the instal-
lation of state-of-the-art
equipment and furniture
including SMDs, modern
conferencing systems, ad-
vanced lighting, high-speed
internet, and sound sys-
tems, ensuring that the fa-
cility is fully prepared for
upcoming the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization
(SCO) Summit.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
prominent leader of the Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) MNA
Asyia Naz Tanoli Sunday
criticized the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ership, accusing them of
harbouring an anti-state
agenda that can threaten the
upcoming Shanghai summit.

Talking to the PTV
news she expressed that
PTI’s nefarious plans could
undermine Pakistan’s dip-
lomatic efforts and damage
its reputation on the inter-
national stage.

She said the SCO is a

crucial summit which is
bringing together leaders
from regional powerhouse
nations and resistance or
any disruption to it could
have far-reaching conse-
quences. She strongly criti-
cized the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
his alleged role in the cur-
rent unrest in Islamabad.

Tanoli held Gandapur
responsible for the worsen-
ing of the situation, stating
that the government had
tried to reason with him,
but he remained unwilling
to listen and was overstep-
ping all bounds.

IRSA releases
151,400

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Sunday
released 151,400 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
121,600 cusecs. According
to the data released by
IRSA, the water level in
River Indus at Tarbela Dam
was 1536.90 feet and was
138.90 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet. The
water inflow and outflow
in the dam was recorded as
71,400 cusecs and 68,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River Jhelum
at Mangla Dam was 1209-
.90 feet, which was 159.90
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet.

Wedding joy
turns to horror as
14 participants

critically injured
in road mishap

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
joyous wedding celebration
turned into a nightmare on
Sunday afternoon when a
horrific road accident left 14
participants, including
women and children, fight-
ing for their lives in
Khairpur on Sunday after-
noon. According to local po-
lice, an idyllic scene was
shattered when a Suzuki
van carrying wedding revel-
lers collided with a motor-
cycle in Khairpur, unleash-
ing a trail of devastation that
left 14 innocent lives hang-
ing in the balance, a private
news channel reported.
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Indian visitor
Amongst the host of foreign
dignitaries expected to fly
into Islamabad for the SCO
Council of Heads of Govern-
ment meeting due to begin
on Oct 15, the participation
of Indian External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar has
attracted particular atten-
tion. The Indian govern-
ment has confirmed their
top diplomat will attend the
SCO moot. Earlier, there
was considerable specula-
tion over whether the Indi-
ans would attend. The de-
bate related to the visit is
understandable and occurs
whenever there are high-
level exchanges between
Pakistani and Indian offi-
cials, though it should be
mentioned that this is not a
bilateral visit. Yet such
meetings present opportu-
nities to engage with one an-
other in a civil atmosphere.
It would be the first time
such a senior Indian official
has visited Pakistan since
the then home minister
Rajnath Singh attended a
Saarc meeting in 2016.

Many observers have
said that hopes should not
be too high, as bilateral re-
lations are the lowest they
have ever been during
peacetime. Mr Jaishankar,
too, stressed that bilateral
talks are not on the table.
When the then foreign min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
was in Goa last year for an
SCO meeting, the Indian
reception was not hospi-
table.  Moreover,  Mr
Jaishankar’s remarks re-
garding Pakistan at last
month’s UN General Assem-
bly were anything but chari-
table. It is also true that In-
dia may have swallowed the
bitter pill of sending a se-
nior envoy to Pakistan to
avoid accusations that it is
sabotaging the China-led
SCO. Yet while acknowledg-
ing the deep gulf of mistrust
that exists between Paki-
stan and India, there can
always be constructive out-
comes from the Indian
minister’s visit. If both sides
stick to the SCO script and
avoid bringing in bilateral
matters to the multilateral
meeting, it could set a posi-
tive precedent. But both
capitals must also seize the
moment and at least engage
with each other on the side-
lines, even if it concerns
only ‘talks about talks’. The
best way to bring peace to
the subcontinent is through
frank and direct dialogue.
Let both sides discuss all
outstanding issues, but
through diplomatic chan-
nels. Moreover, they should
avoid pugnacious sound
bites that only vitiate the at-
mosphere. One immediate
confidence-building measure
to accompany the SCO visit
can be the full restoration of
diplomatic relations. While
no one should expect any
miracles from Mr
Jaishankar’s visit, there is
certainly no harm in using
the opportunity to talk peace.

Time for action Beirut on my mind
Basil Nabi Malik

There comes a time when
everyone has to take a
stand, speak up, and be
counted. And then, there
is a time to be silent. The
difficulty lies not in the
question of whether one
should voice their con-
cerns, but in knowing
when to voice them. In
Pakistan, with the advent
of the ‘judicial package’,
an opportunity to speak
out seems to have pre-
sented itself.

This is  a judicial
package that has been
anything but welcome.
By virtue of the pro-
posed amendments, the
government is attempting
to upend the judicial set-
up as we see it. They are
not reforming it, building
upon it, or improving it.
They are, without any
doubt, dismantling it. In
its place, they are install-
ing a set-up, which is in
essence subordinate to
them. In fact, the pro-
posed amendments are so
drastic that the term ‘ju-
dicial package’ appears to
be a euphemism for ‘ju-
dicial fix’.

After all, any set-up
in which the Supreme
Court becomes subordi-
nate to a ‘court’ which is
nothing more than a glo-
rified attached depart-
ment of the government
is scandalous. Any pro-
posed amendment which
takes away the people’s
right to hold national se-
curity agencies account-
able for enforced disap-
pearances or abuse of au-
thority is akin to rubbing
salt in already festering
wounds. And any pro-
posal which takes cover
under the heading of ‘ju-
dicial reforms’ but also
slips in alien provisions
empowering cantonment
boards to levy taxes is a
bit too blatant.

It is, in effect, a bare-
faced effort to break the
system of checks and
balances that  the tr i -
chotomy of power allows
a polity. In doing so, it

also attempts to concen-
trate all power in a single
centre that seeks de jure,
and not de facto, recogni-
tion. That should be some-
thing that is frightening to
all of us.

Under the Constitu-
tion, each pillar of the
state has a well-defined
role. Parliament is to leg-
islate, the executive is to
enforce, and the judiciary
is to interpret. Each or-
gan is to act within its
own domain, to whatever
extent is possible, as a
check against the other.
But if parliament were to
go beyond its role and at-
tempt to dismantle the in-
dependence of the judi-
ciary and create a subor-
dinate department in its
place, it would defeat the
very basis of the consti-
tutional structure. In fact,
the Constitution would
become so lopsided and
imbalanced that it would
simply not be workable.

The Constitution is
a social contract between
Pakistan and its prov-
inces, between the gov-
erned and those govern-
ing.  I t  was evolved
through understanding
among the stakeholders
after extensive debates,
and it is the only Consti-
tution that the federating
units actual ly agreed
upon, with their aspira-
tions represented in it. In
light of this, and espe-
cially in the context of
these times of extensive
turmoil, whether it be ter-
rorism in KP, separatism
in Balochistan, unrest in
Punjab, or resentment in
Sindh, maintaining and
protecting the sanctity of
this document is pivotal,
necessary, and a matter of
survival, and not mere
convenience.

And it is important
to keep in mind that this
social contract was deliv-
ered to us by politicians
in 1973. It is ironic, there-
fore, that it is through the
hands of those very poli-
ticians that the same is
being weakened, or as
some contend, entirely

dismantled. It is hardly
surprising though. After
all, today’s political class
talks about democracy
but acts like a dictator. It
champions the sanctity
of the Constitution but
does not actually follow
it. It asserts parliamen-
tary supremacy, yet re-
fuses to debate any sig-
nificant proposals in that
very parliament. Funnily
enough,  this poli t ical
class claims to represent
the people, but talks on
behalf of everyone but
them.

And that is why this
is outrageous. It is our
public representatives,
those who are supposed
to mirror our sentiments
and will, who have been
actively hiding the con-
tents of the proposed
amendments  from us.
There could be many rea-
sons for not revealing the
draft earlier, but perhaps,
amongst those varying
reasons, is an acknowl-
edgment that the mea-
sures that were being pro-
posed were not popular
or representative, nor did
they mirror the demands
of the electorate or the
needs of the populace.
Hence, they sought to
bulldoze them through.

They may just ify
this at tempt on the
premise of parliamentary
supremacy, the rule of
law, or the beauty of de-
mocracy, but frankly, can
anything be more inimi-
cal thereto? Evidently no,
and that is why the time
to speak has arrived —
speak up and affirm that
this situation is not ac-
ceptable.

It is time for true re-
form, not that born of bad
faith. It is time for course
correction, but not of the
variety which only ben-
efits the elites. And it is
time to be representative,
but of those who do not
have a voice, as opposed
to those whose voice we
can ill afford to drown
out. It is time for action,
not silence.   -- Courtesy
Dawn

Muna Khan
I’m thinking about Leba-
non but it’s a more per-
sonal reflection than po-
litical, although the two
are inextricably linked.
S in ce  h ear in g ab ou t
Israel’s murder of Shaikh
Nasral lah ,  I ’ve  been
filled with memories of
my 20 09  t r ip  t he re ,
starting with meeting the
men at the Hezbollah
camp -cum-s ta l l  my
fr i en d  Sh aan  an d  I
walked into. Upon hear-
ing we were from Paki-
stan,  we were treated
like long-lost friends —
we experienced this ev-
erywhere we went on
our two-week trip where
we travelled the length
and breadth of this coun-
try. We heard iterations
of ‘Pakistan? You under-
stand what it’s like to
live through war and in-
stability.’

The  men  a t  th e
Hezbollah stall were no
different. They talked
abo ut  P ak i s t an  wi th
sympathy — our cor-
ru p t  p o l i t ic ians ,  ou r
greedy elite, our army
that wanted to retain its
power, our client-like
status with the imperi-
alists, our hapless citi-
zen s .  “Bu t  we  h ave
Hezbollah to protect our
bo rd er s , ”  th ey said .
There was no talk of re-
ligion or sect or heaven
or hell.

I have written about
this before so pardon me
for repeating how we left
that afternoon armed (no
pun intended) with gifts
— Hezbollah memora-
bilia if you will. I wor-
ried I would look like a
Hezb ol lah  f i gh te r  i f
screened at Karachi air-
p or t .  F r i en ds  com-
mented “terrorism sup-
porters” on pictures of
us dressed in Hezbollah
T-shirts.

I also remember that
day very well  for  an-
other reason: it was the
first day of Ramazan.
We had stopped at a cafe
en route to Baalbek to

have some breakfast. We
asked the staff for the
dining section — think-
ing perhaps they had
not set up the curtains
to cordon off the area for
non-fasters.  The staff
pointed to the entire res-
tauran t .  “Anywhere,”
said one man. Nothing
slowed in Lebanon be-
cause of the month of
fasting, at least when we
were there.

Another day on our
tr ip  to  f ind  Rashdieh
refugee camp — not for
d isas te r  t ou r i sm;  I
wanted to attempt some
repo r t in g — wh ich
houses Palestinian refu-
gees, we took a wrong
turn and ended up close
to the border with Israel.
Don’t ask; this is pre-
Google maps. Because
we were not bound by a
set  itinerary, we were
quite nonplussed about
getting lost.  We’d al-
ready learned that be-
tween our/ their broken
Arabic and French and
English, we a) found our
way back to Beirut; and
b) we enjoyed our con-
versations with strang-
ers .  Our  new fr iends
pointed us in the direc-
t io n  of  Is r ael ,  so  we
flipped them the bird
and headed home.

That is what Beirut
felt like in just a few
days  o f be in g th ere .
When we went to a cer-
tain hotel on my father’s
in s i s t en ce  as  he  h ad
d in ed  the re  wi th  my
mother on our first post-
ing abroad when I was a
mere baby in the 1970s,
the man at the piano bar
ded ica ted  so ng  a ft er
song to “our guests from
Pakistan”.

I  h ave n umerou s
such anecdotes to share
but I’m thinking of three
people as I write this.
An elderly owner of the
bookshop where I went
every morning to  buy
the Daily Star  before
heading to a coffee shop
to read it. (Team News-
p ap er s  Fo rever. )  He
would tell me which col-

umnist to read, ask my
opinion the fol lowing
d ay,  an d  because I
wasn’t so well versed in
Lebanese pol i t ics,  he
would make me sit and
explain and I found so
many similarities with
Pakistan — that is, the
complex relations be-
tween stakeholders.I’m
th ink in g o f a  yo un g
jewellery designer I met
in a fancier part of the
city whose mother was
in the shop that day. We
talked about the violence
tearing, and then also
creating, political dy-
nast ie s ,  ZAB for  u s ,
Rafic Hariri for them.
And finally, I’m think-
ing of feminist  wri ter
Joumana Had-dad; I vis-
ited her at a newspaper
office and chatted about
her activism, about how
a small action can lead to
a big shift, even if it’s in
attitude. She said she did
not want to  leave be-
cause who will be left to
fight? These three indi-
viduals had nothing in
common save one thing:
all of them had been af-
fected by war and there
was clarity on who the
aggressor was .  I s rael
then, Israel now, Israel
always. I wonder what
they’re thinking as Leba-
non holds centre stage.
Once again the Western
media’s lens points their
way using adject ives
we’re all  too familiar
with:  ‘ terrorist’  for
Hezbollah, ‘resilient’ for
its people. It is not resil-
ient to live in the face of
so many blows coming at
you from so many places;
it is not a compliment, it
is a reminder that you
have no choice but to get
up and carry on.  I t
doesn’t get easier trying
to survive this crazy
world with crazy men in
charge. And fewer resis-
tance leaders shielding
you from the madness.
No one should have to be
brave or resilient but they
have no choice if they
want to survive.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

October status quo shake-up?

Rising trend of bigotry

Abbas Nasir

October, it seems, will
see decisive moves in
both the Middle East con-
flict and in Pakistani poli-
tics, and the next 25 days
may well determine the
shape of things to come
for at least the coming
two,  possibly three,
years.

Let’s start with the
Middle East, where Israel
has now decided to ex-
pand its ‘scorched earth’
policy from Gaza to
Beirut and south Leba-
non. It has already killed
at least 1,500 people,
mostly civilians, in Leba-
non, in air raids and flat-
tened apartment blocks,
even as the mili tarily
powerful Western nations
offer direct or indirect
support to the genocidal
Israeli regime to ‘reshape’
the power structure in
the region.

It is clear that any
resistance to the onslaught
is only going to come
from the so-called Iran-led
axis of resistance that in-
cludes Hezbollah, Syria
and the Yemeni Houthis.

With Israel’s ground
invasion of Lebanon
awaited, what remains to
be seen is  whether

Hezbollah lives up to its
reputation as articulated
by a middle-aged woman
in Beirut whose words
and images I saw on TV:
“They are the masters of
the air; we are the mas-
ters of the land. Let them
come; we are waiting.”

It isn’t clear whether
Israel’s decapitation of
the Hezbollah leadership,
after the demoralising
pager attacks, has left in-
tact the militant Shia Leba-
nese force’s command and
coordination capacity/
structure in a position to
confront and inflict heavy
damage on the invading
Israeli forces.

In the same equation,
after Iran launched a mis-
sile attack on Israel to
‘punish’ i t  for  Ismail
Haniyeh and Hassan
Nasral lah‘s assassina-
tions, the scale of the
lat ter ’s promised re-
sponse is awaited. Iran
has made clear that if at-
tacked by Israel it will
retaliate to devastating
effect .  That  may take
matters to the top of the
escalation ladder.

Iran’s brave words
are yet to be tested as are
the claims of some of its
spokesmen that Tehran’s
missile capability ought
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Muhammad
Amir Rana

For long, religiously moti-
vated bigotry has assumed
a dangerous form in Paki-
stan, and countering it has
never been a genuine prior-
ity for the state despite its
hollow claims to the con-
trary. Society is gradually
losing its strength to stand
up against this strand of
extremism. Any news of
resistance against it now
comes as a surprise.

The recent courage
shown by civil society in
Sindh when they took to
the streets in protest
against the killing of Dr
Shahnawaz Kunbhar — a
blasphemy suspect who
died in a police ‘encoun-
ter’ — offers a glimmer of
hope that there is still some
life left in society.

A similar spark of op-
timism had erupted back in
April 2017 following the
brutal lynching of Mashal
Khan, who was murdered
on campus by fellow stu-
dents in Mardan. Back
then, civil society in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
showed some resistance,
but the perpetrators had
the backing of powerful re-
ligious parties. The cul-
prits were glorified and
eventually released by the

courts.
Unfortunately, there

is little hope that the sus-
pects in Dr Kunbhar’s case
will face any real conse-
quences. Religious extrem-
ists embedded in the legal
community, particularly
within the lower judiciary
and lawyers’ circles, often
provide full support to the
accused, aligning them-
selves with hardline reli-
gious groups and local
business leaders. It is a
tragic reality that the po-
lice, in the quest of cheap
publicity and a cover for
their corrupt practices, of-
ten take the lead in the ex-
trajudicial killings of blas-
phemy suspects. These
officers are celebrated by
religious zealots and ‘re-
warded’ with cash and land.
Investigations are not com-
mon as police rarely
bother to hear the accused,
who are often innocent.
Instead, these cases are
seen as opportunities for
personal gain.

It is not only law en-
forcement that sides with
religious bigots in times of
crisis; the state itself con-
sistently chooses to align
with them when faced with
challenging situations.
There is no need to delve
into extensive detail, as his-
tory has repeatedly shown

that every government,
along with the country’s
highest institutions, tends
to ‘pacify’ these situations
rather than confront the
radical elements. In ex-
change, these state institu-
tions often leverage reli-
gious extremism for politi-
cal gain.

When the state collec-
tively stands with religious
extremists, how can a
weakened civil society
hope to challenge them?
Law enforcement and other
state agencies show little
sympathy for voices raised
against religious bigotry,
often stigmatising and la-
belling such individuals in
ways that border on alle-
gations of religious of-
fences. For instance, Azaz
Syed, a renowned journal-
ist, is currently facing se-
vere threats from reli-
giously motivated extrem-
ists. Local and interna-
tional human rights
organisations have ex-
pressed concern for his
safety, but the state has re-
mained silent on the issue.

The strength of reli-
gious extremists lies in their
ability to interpret reli-
gious texts in ways that
suit their agenda, while civil
society often relies on
broader religious, social,
and cultural values. This

dynamic was evident in the
case of Mashal Khan,
where civil society argued
that his lynching violated
fundamental human values,
and more specifically,
Pakhtun culture and tradi-
tion, which is inherently
tolerant. Similarly, in
Sindh, civil society is draw-
ing strength from the
region’s Sufi tradition in its
protests against the killing
of Dr Kunbhar.

However, extremists,
particularly those
bel-o-nging to the Barelvi
sect and represented by
groups like Tehreek-i-
Labbaik Pakistan, also
claim a connection to Sufi
traditions, interpreting
their teachings in ways
that justify their actions.

Civil society in Paki-
stan tends to take a ratio-
nal approach, often rely-
ing on evidence to support
its views. Many reports,
both national and interna-
tional, highlight that mili-
tants and extremists usu-
ally lack substantial
knowledge of their own
religion. For example, a
UNDP study found that 57
per cent of former mili-
tants had little understand-
ing of Islamic texts, chal-
lenging the idea that reli-
gious education fosters
militancy. A study by the

Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment in Sindh reached com-
parable conclusions.

Interestingly, when
the state wants to mock
civil society, it sometimes
uses the same argument re-
garding the lack of proper
religious knowledge. How-
ever, the general public of-
ten sides with the clergy,
believing that while the
state may lie, the mullahs
speak the truth.  This
leaves civil society in a
difficult position. De-
spite their rational argu-
ments, they are perceived
as lacking religious au-
thority, which weakens
their credibility in the
eyes of many.

To counter this, civil
society tries to partner
with relatively moderate re-
ligious scholars, but the tra-
ditional clergy challenges
the latter’s scholarship by
linking it to support from
Western or modern tradi-
tion. These religious schol-
ars cannot help civil soci-
ety in its fight against reli-
gious bigotry, as they lack
legitimacy within their own
community and make civil
society credentials doubt-
ful in the eyes of the pub-
lic.

When civil society
cannot gain the support of
the state and influence the

not to be underestimated.
Israel may have anti-mis-
sile capability but some
of its potential (or clan-
destinely current) allies
in the Middle East do not,
particularly their oil in-
frastructure, which may
be targeted.

For once, Israel and
Iran’s neighbours and the
US may be genuinely
pushing for a de-escala-
tion because the impact
on the global economy of
any damage to the Gulf
oi l  infrastructure and
even a temporary reduc-
tion of production and
supply could plunge it
into turmoil.

I suspect the world
won’t have to wait too
long for the Israeli re-
sponse to Iran’s missile
attack and the chain reac-
tion that it may trigger. It
could come on Oct 7 for
its symbolic significance.
While the Middle East
and parts of West Asia
appear poised on a knife-
edge, the Pakistani politi-
cal landscape for the next
24 to 36 months may well
be shaped this month too.

The Supreme Court
has now, on review, over-
turned by a 5-0 majority
its earlier 3-2 verdict that
floor-crossing members

will not just run the risk
of being de-seated but
that their vote will not be
counted either. Experts
say the review decision is
correct and reverses what
was seen as ‘rewriting of
the Constitution’ but also
call the move controver-
sial because of its timing,
as the government may
need opposit ion turn-
coats for a crucial vote.

Who in Pakistan
isn’t aware of the govern-
ment and its backers’ plan
to push through a consti-
tutional amendment in or-
der to set up a Federal
Constitutional Court to
be entirely executive-ap-
pointed to start with? Re-
gardless of the stated
objective(s) of this pro-
posed amendment,  its
primary purpose appears
to be to  s top Imran
Khan’s march to freedom
and possibly even back to
power.

The government and
the establishment believe
that many judges of the
superior courts are lean-
ing towards the former
prime minister and that
their wings need to be
clipped, even as these
judges may just be in-
clined to dispense justice
according to the law, as

they see it.
Personally, if any

amendment leads to a re-
duction in the role and
reach of judges of the cali-
bre and integrity of Jus-
tice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah (next in line to be the
CJP starting Oct 26) and
Justice Babar Sattar of
the Islamabad High
Court, to name just two,
we will be so much the
poorer.

Imran Khan is aware
of the ramifications of the
passages of such as an
amendment and, there-
fore, called on his sup-
porters to protest. Till the
writing of this column
some of the protesters led
by the KP Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur
reached the inner recesses
of the capital, many liter-
al ly just  metres away
from the designated ren-
dezvous, the D-Chowk,
despite all the blockades
and heavy police pres-
ence.

But, at the time of
writing, the KP chief min-
ister himself was said to
be besieged in KP House
in the heavily protected
official enclave by a con-
tingent of the paramilitary
Rangers. In and around D-
Chowk itself, the police

strategy seems to be to
try and disperse anyone
who tries to gather there.
Again as these lines are
being written this strat-
egy seems to be working
as a crowd in any signifi-
cant numbers hasn’t gath-
ered in the area, though
people are still trickling
in. And more could be on
their way.

To change the gov-
ernment and the
establishment’s stance on
the protest, much larger
numbers would have to be
assembled.  Else,  the
PTI’s gamble to get its
supporters on the streets
to match the number of
those who voted for the
party in  the February
elections would not have
delivered.

Equally, there is al-
ways the remote possibil-
ity that the government
may not be able to mus-
ter the two-thirds major-
i ty required in  each
House to pass the amend-
ment. As things stand,
one suspects that more
draconian steps may fol-
low if that were to hap-
pen. October promises to
be a volatile one for Paki-
stan and for the region in
close proximity.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

public discourse, it should
critically review its ap-
proach. It may need to de-
vise a different strategy,
one that is more effective
in challenging religious big-
otry. This could involve a
more strategic use of the
Constitution and the rule
of law, or a more concerted
effort to develop new
sources of inspiration that
resonate with the common
people.

One potential solu-
tion for civil society to
counter religious bigotry is
to focus on upholding the
Constitution and equal citi-
zenship. Religious extrem-
ists are increasingly en-
croaching on constitu-
tional and rule of law space,
which is often seen as in-
fluencing both lawmaking
and decisions by the supe-
rior courts. Civil society
must ensure that the Con-
stitution is neither abro-
gated nor manipulated by
any segment of the power
elites, including the reli-
gious leaders.

For meaningful soci-
etal change, civil society
needs to develop new
sources of inspiration —
heroes and symbols that
resonate with the common
people. Civil society needs
to craft its own story, one
that ordinary citizens can
easily connect with.
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KARACHI: 18-member delegation led by President National Press Club Islamabad Azhar Jatoi meeting
with Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tessori.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health Khawaja Salman Rafique and Deputy
Commissioner preside over the meeting regarding anti-dengue campaign.

LAHORE: Ambassador of Argentina to Pakistan Sebastian Sayus called on
Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sharif.

PESHAWAR: Activists of Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
are holding protest demonstration for release of
PTI Founder Imran Khan, outside KPK Assembly
in Peshawa.

HYDERABAD: Sindh Government Spokesperson,
Sadia Javed addresses to media persons during
press conference, at Hyderabad press club.

RAWALPINDI: People are arriving at Faizabad
bus station for traveling their home towns as bus
station open after three days in the city, due to
roads closed during PTI protest in twin cities.

KARACHI: Activists of Shikapur Civil Society
demonstrate in favour of their demands outside
the Karachi Press Club.

Punjab government intensifies efforts to reduce severity of smog

Measures will be taken to increase
business-to-business interaction

between Pak- Argentina: Maryam
LAHORE (INP):
Ambassador of Argentina
to Pakistan Sebastian
Sayus met with Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif.

In the meeting,
discussions were held on
the promotion of
cooperation in livestock,
agriculture, information
technology and other
industrial sectors.

In the meeting, it was
agreed to launch a pilot
project of silos in Okara.

Speaking on the
occasion, Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz said that

bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Argentina are
improving. She said that
measures will be taken to
increase business-to-
business interaction
between the two countries.

She said that we want
to use Argentina’s meat
processing technology and
there is a need to further
promote trade with
Argentina in the fields of
livestock, sports
equipment and surgical
equipment.

Maryam Nawaz said
the government is ensuring
the provision of all

facilities, including
security, to foreign
investors in Pakistan.

In Punjab, the
immense investment
opportunities in various
sectors can be taken
advantage of, Maryam
Nawaz said.

Speaking on the
occasion, Argentina’s
Ambassador said that
cooperation in agriculture,
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s ,
information technology,
and industrial sectors will
be further promoted.

“We want to work
with Punjab in the field of

livestock and
biotechnology and will
play a role in improving
g o v e r n m e n t - t o -
go vernment  and
b u s in es s - t o -b u s in e ss
coordination to promote
t r ad e and  wi l l  a l so
provide  technical
assistance to Punjab in the
field of food security,”
Argentina’s Ambassador
said.

Argentina’s Deputy
Head of Mission Erica
Lucero, Senator Pervez
Rashid and Chief Secretary
Zahid Akhtar Zaman were
also present at the meeting.

Sindh Governor
announces gym,

IT courses for NPC
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori on
Sunday announced to build
a gym and start IT courses
under Governor’s Initiative
in National Press Club
Islamabad (NPC).

He made this
announcement in a meeting
with a 17-member NPC
delegation on the request of
NPC President Azhar Jatoi
and Secretary Nayyer Ali
at Governor House here.

Governor Tessori
said that the services of
journalists could not be
forgotten. He said that
journalist community had
a key role in the
establishment and
continuity of democracy.

The Governor also
discussed matters of
mutual interest including
the role of journalism in
democracy. There was a
detailed discussion on the
promotion of higher
education, service creation

and stability of the
economy in the province.

Tessori said that in
this era of inflation, he
started distributing ration
to the deserving persons so
far more than 7 lakh ration
bags had been distributed
and this process was still
going on.

The Governor of
Sindh said that there was
more than 60 percent
population of the youth in
the country.

He said that currently
50 thousand young people
were receiving free IT
training in the Governor
House.

On the occasion,
NPC Secretary Nayyar Ali
informed the Governor that
the number of members of
National Press Club was
3200 and the Camp office
of the club was in
Rawalpindi, while the
number of women
members in the club was
300.

Opposition Leader
criticizes absence

of KP Chief Minister
PESHAWAR (APP): Dr.
Ibadullah, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly,
on Sunday raised concerns
over Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur’s recent
absence, saying that this is
not the first time he has
gone missing.

Speaking to
journalists in the Chamber
of the Opposition Leader,
Dr. Ibadullah emphasized
that the Chief Minister has
not been arrested, raising
serious questions about his
disappearance, which he
termed a “drama for
political point-scoring.”

He accused Gandapur
of abandoning his party
workers to enjoy pastries
at the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa House
instead of fulfilling his

responsibilities.
Dr. Ibadullah also

highlighted that the
assembly session has been
postponed until October
7, questioning the rationale
behind suddenly calling a
meeting on a public holiday
today. “What issues are
being addressed here? Are
they solely concerned with
the interests of the PTI,
rather than public
concerns?” he asked.

Furthermore, he
criticized the Chief
Minister ’s rhetoric,
questioning whether it is
appropriate for a leader to
respond to violence with
violence.

“What message are we
sending to the world when
international delegations
visit and protests erupt in
D-Chowk?” he concluded.

PPP says PTI’s agenda
of disruption exposed,

calls for immediate action

Criminal involved in May 9
violence responsible for cop’s
martyrdom: Senior Minister

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Central Punjab General
Secretary Syed Hassan
Murtaza has declared that
the agenda of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
been exposed, stating that
the decision regarding the
disruptive elements within
the party will no longer be
made in parliament but on
the ground. He stressed
that the current focus
should be on saving the
state rather than engaging
in political maneuvering,
reaffirming that the PPP is
committed to both its
manifesto and the coalition
government.

He made these
remarks during a joint
press conference alongside
party leaders Usman
Malik, Rana Jawad, Mian
Ayub, and Chaudhry
Akhtar, following a Punjab

organizational meeting at
the residence of CEC
member Chaudhry Aslam
Gill on Sunday.

He paid tribute to
Lieutenant Colonel
Muhammad Ali Shaokat
Shaheed and other soldiers
martyred in North
Waziristan, stating that
they had sacrificed their
today for the future of the
nation. Murtaza also called
for the immediate arrest of
political workers involved
in the attack on Senator
Sherry Rehman and the
killers of Constable
Hameed. He criticized the
PTI for inviting the foreign
minister of an enemy
nation to speak at their
rally, accusing them of
aligning with the Mukti
Bahini movement. He
warned that every child in
Pakistan is ready to
sacrifice for the country.

Another incident akin to
May-9 thwarted: Azma

UK delegation meets
Speaker SA, discuss

education, teachers’ training

EPA confiscates over
1500kg plastic bags in
drive against pollution

08 dead, 1504
injured in 1411
RTCs in Punjab
LAHORE (APP): Eight
persons were killed and
1504 injured in 1411 Road
Traffic Crashes (RTCs) in
all 37 districts of Punjab
during the last 24 hours.

Out of these, 708
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
796 victims with minor
injuries were treated at the
incident site by Rescue
Medical Teams thus
reducing the burden of
hospitals.

Furthermore, the
analysis showed those 810
drivers, 54 underage
drivers, 158 pedestrians,
and 544 passengers were
among the victims of road
traffic crashes. The
statistics show that 290
RTCs were reported in
Lahore which affected 297
persons placing the
Provincial Capital at top of
the list followed by
Faisalabad 119 in with 121
victims and at third
Gujranwala with 84 RTCs
and 87 victims.

According to the data
1307 motorbikes, 82 auto-
rickshaws, 122 motorcars,
34 vans, 10 passenger
buses, 22 truck and 117
other types of vehicles and
carts were involved in these
road traffic accidents.

One super
education

board to be
set up: HEC

LAHORE (APP): The
government has agreed to
abolish all nine education
boards across Punjab and
establish one super board
to fulfill their
responsibilities.

Sources in Higher
Education Department
(HED) and Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) told APP that
working plan in that regard
is being prepared.
Instructions to prepare a
schedule and
characteristics for
implementation of the plan
had already been issued.
The decision would also be
presented in the Punjab
Assembly’s cabinet for
legislation.

All nine education
boards in the province
include Rawalpindi,
Gujranwala, Sargodha,
Lahore, Faisalabad,
Multan, Bahawalpur, DG
Khan and Sahiwal. In this
connection, all policy work
has been done. The super
board secretary would be
appointed from Higher
Education Commission.

Man killed,
brother injured
over old enmity
FAISALABAD (APP):
Some people allegedly
stoned to death a man and
inflicted serious injuries on
his brother in the area of
Raza Abad police station.

A police spokesman
said here on Sunday that
one Ali and his brother
Shakeel, residents of Raza
Abad, were going to offer
prayers when their rivals
attacked them with bricks
and stones to avenge an old
rivalry.

As a result, Ali and
Shakeel received serious
injuries and were rushed to
hospital, but Ali
succumbed to his injuries
on the way, whereas
condition of Shakeel was
stated to be serious.

The police took the
body into custody and
started investigation for
arrest of the culprits, who
managed to escape from the
scene, spokesman added.

278 farmers
booked over
water theft

FAISALABAD (APP):
Sahianwala police have
booked 278 farmers on the
charge of water theft from
Rakh branch canal.

A police spokesman
said here on Sunday that
farmers of Chak No.153-
RB had altered water
courses at Rakh branch
canal and stole canal water
to irrigate their lands and
crops illegally.

Therefore, the police,
on the complaint of SDO
Irrigation Department,
registered separate cases
against 278 peasants.

LAHORE (APP): Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb
announced that constable
Abdul Hameed, injured by
PTI activists, had
succumbed to his injuries
at PIMS hospital. She held
the criminal responsible for
the events of May 9,
labeling him a shameless
narcissist and fascist.

She condemned his
mindset of “If I’m not
there, destroy everything,”
“If I’m not there, drop an
atom bomb on Pakistan,”
and “Set the country on
fire, kill everyone, burn
everything down,” saying
such thinking is not
representative of the
Pakistani people. The
senior minister stated that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin

Gandapur was armed with
weapons, tear gas shells,
and glass slingshots by
Imran Khan, aimed at
attacking Islamabad,
shedding blood, and
creating chaos. She said
attacks were carried out on
the police and Rangers,
with heads and eyes being
targeted, and that
yesterday was essentially
another May 9. Marriyum
Aurangzeb added that the
target on May 9 was
national security
institutions, with the aim
of seizing control of their
leadership. Yesterday,
democratic institutions
were the target, and the goal
was to postpone the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO)
summit and gain control
over the judiciary.

KARACHI (APP): A
delegation from the United
Kingdom called on the
Speaker Sindh Assembly
Syed Awais Qadir Shah and
Sindh Education Minister
Syed Sardar Shah at Sindh
Assembly here Sunday.

S e c r e t a r y
Universities and Boards
Abbas Baloch, Secretary
Sindh Assembly Ghulam
Muhammad Farooq and
other officers were also
present on the occasion.

They discussed
education, especially
teachers’ training, technical
and vocational education
and student exchange

programs. The British
delegation offered support
for putting education in
Sindh on modern lines.

Speaker Sindh
Assembly Syed Awais
Qadir Shah thanked the
delegation and said this
partnership would not only
improve the educational
quality of Sindh but also
give students and teachers
the opportunity to benefit
from international
opportunities.

He said that these
measures would also help
in providing better
employment opportunities
to the youth of Sindh.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister
Azma Bukhari has said that
another incident akin to the
May-9 incident by the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
has been thwarted.

Those who claimed to
bring about a revolution
fled away, leaving their
shoes behind, she said and
saluted the people of
Punjab for completely
rejecting the movement of
chaos.

She said that the
effective strategy of the
federal and Punjab
governments successfully
countered the rioters.

A senior police officer
was martyred and dozens

were injured due to stone-
pelting by miscreants. She
remarked that how come
these rioters can claim that
their protest was peaceful.

The assault on the
federation was carried out
using the resources and
employees of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province,
the information minister
said adding that
participation of the KP
police and Afghan nationals
in the protest was
concerning and warrants
investigation.

Furthermore, she
expressed regrets for the
parents who were
sacrificing their children in
this political turmoil.

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab government is
striving for adoption of a
holistic approach to
address the issue of air
pollution and smog across
the province and to avoid
the situation this year, it
has intensified working on
an anti-smog plan since
April.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz, the Punjab
government took several
measures to combat smog
from April to September,
focusing on agriculture,
transport, environment,
industry, energy, education
and health sectors. To
reduce the intensity of
smog, the government has
accelerated its actions, as
the severity of smog has
made life haram for the

citizens from October to
February for many years.

According to official
statistics, 12,540 industrial
units were checked in 6
months from April to
September, while issuing
notices to 4,403 industrial
setups, while 117 units
were demolished.
Likewise, 594 units were
sealed and cases were
registered against 361,
fines of Rs.70 million were
separately imposed.

In addition, during the
checking of 75,881
vehicles, challans of 18069
vehicles and routes of 24
vehicles were canceled,
while 13678 vehicles,
emitting smoke were closed
and fined 32 million
rupees.

Similarly, 8810
construction work

inspections were made in
6 months. The sites were
checked, 26 were sealed
and 376 were given notices.
According to the statistics,
38,528 kilns were visited,
notices were issued to
9,617 and 240 were
demolished, 1012 kilns
were closed and cases were
registered against 217 and
a fine of Rs89 million was
also imposed.

Similarly, in the anti-
plastic campaign, 59,389
inspections were
conducted, 191 complaints
were registered with the
Environmental Magistrate,
19 lakh rupees were fined,
in the plantation campaign
3 crore 60 lakh trees were
planted in Punjab and 48
lakh saplings were planted
in Lahore alone.

Special committees

were formed in rural areas
to control the burning of
crop residues, green
transport project was
launched across Punjab in
the context of transport,
5,000 electric buses will be
introduced across Punjab.
Meanwhile, 1,000 will run
in the first phase, Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
has recently approved 24
e-buses while the e-bike
scheme for students is also
going on successfully.

Furthermore, devices
will be installed at various
intersections of the city to
check the rate of pollution,
Safe City cameras has
accelerated efforts in
identifying vehicles
emitting smoke. In this
connection, 2,000 interns
will be kept for 3 months
to monitor the environment

in Lahore, Faisalabad to ban
plastic. additionally, anti-
smog squad has been
appointed in Gujranwala,
that will monitor the
emission of toxic gases
from the industries. It is
worth mentioning here that
the checking of the
industries will also
continue with the help of
drones.

Following the vision
of the Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz,
Inspector General of Police
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
has accelerated the
supervision of the violating
smoke-emitting vehicles
while actively engaging in
different crackdowns to
prevent smog and protect
the environment. Including
Lahore, various operations
against vehicles, factories.

MULTAN (APP): The
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) raided and
confiscated 1500
kilogramme substandard
polythene bags after a ban
by Punjab government on
single-use plastic and
shopping bags with a
thickness of less than 75
microns.

Assistant Director
Environment Hameed
Akhtar told APP here on
Sunday that departmental
teams were engaged and
made inspections of 1203
shops from June 5 to so
far. He further said that a
Rs10,000 fine was also
imposed on shopkeepers
over violation. The teams

are making inspection on a
daily basis to enforce the
provincial government
orders as plastic also
contributes to
environmental pollution.
The initiative was taken for
the health and life of the
public and shopping bags
less than 75 microns thick
and single-use plastics are
banned across the province,
he added.The official said
that factories have started
manufacturing shopping
bags above 75 microns.
Since June 6, 2024, the
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Multan has
been actively enforcing the
ban on polythene bags
below 75 microns.

AJK observes World
Teachers Day with due

respect and honor
MIRPUR (APP): Like
other parts of the country,
the World Teachers’ Day
was also observed across
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
on Saturday.

Parents and students
conveyed good wishes to
the teachers coupled with
the prayer for long lives of
the teachers to keep the
children intact with the
blessing of this relation to
commemorate the ‘Salam
Teachers Day’.

Special meetings and
rallies of both teachers and
students were hosted under
the auspices of various
places in various parts of

AJK, including Mirpur, to
mark the Day.

Addressing an
impressive ceremony
hosted at the local campus
of International Islamic
University Islamabad
(IIUI) School here on
Friday, Director Atique ul
Amin Khan, Principal Mrs.
Ayesha Imran Mirza, Vice
Principal Maria Attique
and other seasoned
academicians and students
highlighted the superiority
and importance of the
relation between student
and teacher as also
confided and determined in
the teachings of Islam.
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LAHORE: President Zarai Taraqiati Bank Tahir Yaqoob Bhatti meeting
with Punjab Minister for Agriculture and Livestock Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani.

ISLAMABAD: Visitors taking keen interest in different handmade items
displayed by artisans during two day “Daachi Arts & Craft Exhibition” at
Pak China Friendship Centre in the Federal Capital.

HYDERABAD: Laborers are busy in packing chilies for dispatching market
to earn their livelihood for support their families, at New Sabzi Mandi in
Hyderabad.

LAHORE: People are buying secondhand shirts at Nila Gumbad market, in
the Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: People are buying shoes at Ganpat road,
in the Provincial Capital.

CHINIOT: Farmers burns the remains after
harvesting rice crop in their field.

Pakistan’ economy
shows signs of recovery,
says Rana Ihsan Afzal

PTI protests and rallies
cause price surge and supply
shortages in Hazara division

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Over the past three days,
the ongoing protests and
rallies by PTI in different
parts of the country have
significantly impacted the
daily lives of the general
public.

Like other parts of the
country, the unrest has
caused a suspension of
vital supply chains, leading
to a sharp increase in prices
for essential goods and
creating shortages in
various commodities in
Hazara division, with the
effects being felt most
severely by the poor and
middle-class citizens.

The most immediate
and noticeable impact has
been on the prices of fruits
and vegetables. As
transportation has been
blocked or delayed due to
the tense situation in

several regions, supplies to
the cities have drastically
slowed down. Markets
across various cities of
Hazara division have
reported an unprecedented
price hike, with certain
fruits seeing a spike of up
to 100 rupees per kilogram
or per dozen.

Fruits like grapes,
apples, bananas, and other
seasonal fruits have
become significantly more
expensive. Consumers who
were purchasing these
fruits at regular prices just
days ago are now facing a
steep hike, with vendors
citing the disruption in
supply chains as the
primary cause.

Similarly, vegetable
prices have also surged and
tomatoes, onions,
potatoes, and other
commonly consumed

vegetables have either
disappeared from shelves
or are being sold at inflated
rates. According to market
vendors, the situation will
worsen if the protests
continue, as the
transportation of
perishable goods remains
halted.

The disruption in
supplies has created an
opportunity for profiteers
to exploit the situation.
With the limited
availability of essential
items, many traders and
sellers have begun charging
arbitrary prices for
everyday goods.
Profiteering has become
rampant, with some
vendors taking advantage of
the chaos to demand
inflated prices from
customers, even for basic
necessities.

SCCI stresses urgent
steps to reopen

Pak-Afghan highway
PESHAWAR (APP):
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
president Fazal Moqeem
Khan has urged the
government and relevant
authorities to take urgent
steps to open the Pak-
Afghan highway for trade
and transportation to save
traders on both sides of the
border from further
monetary losses.

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, Fazal
Moqeem said bilateral
trade, transit trade and
export have nearly come to
an end owing to the closure
of Pak-Afghan highway
trade routes for the last
several months.

He added that Pak-
Afghan mutual trade
volume and transit trade
had dropped to an alarming
situation owing to the
closure of the trade route.

Moqeem feared if the
government couldn’t take
timely action, the bilateral
trade would completely
end, which would not only
be detrimental to the

national economy but also
trigger unemployment.

Zahidullah Shinwari,
former president while
expressing views about the
closure of Pak-Afghan
highway stated that Pak-
Afghan bilateral trade
volume is already very low.

He said mutual trade
between Pakistan and
Afghanistan and transit
trade has been badly
affected in the wake of the
closure of the trade route
for the last several months.

He said halting
bilateral trade and transit
trade has also inflicted huge
financial losses to traders
on both sides. On the other
hand, Shinwari said local
people and passengers
were also being faced with
hardship.

Zahidullah Shinwari
emphasized the need for a
sorting solution to the
issue with mutual
consensus and negotiation
to resume the bilateral
trade and transit trade and
save the traders from
further monetary loss.

PFC delegation heads to
US for expanding furniture

export opportunities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister Rana Ihsan Afzal
Khan Sunday expressed
optimism about Pakistan’s
economic recovery,
highlighting the
government’s initiatives
that have boosted investor
confidence, exporter
confidence, and attracted
foreign investment, paving
the way for sustainable
economic growth.

Pakistan’s economic
recovery is gaining
momentum, driven by
strategic reforms and
investments, he said in an
exclusive talk with PTV
news channel.

Pakistan’s economy is
showing promising signs of
recovery, thanks to the
government’s strategic
efforts, he said.

He painted a positive
picture of Pakistan’s
economic outlook and
expressed confidence in

the government’s reform
agenda, citing notable
progress in tax
stabilization, privatization
and exporter’ support.

Pakistan is poised for
significant economic
growth, with a focus on
resolving long-standing
issues faced by
manufacturers and
exporters, he said, adding,
the government is actively
addressing refund issues
and implementing
strategies to boost exports.

In fact, Pakistan has
planned to raise its exports
to $50 billion in five years,
with an ambitious long-
term target of $100 billion,
he added.

Rana Ihsan Afzal
Khan emphasized that
eliminating the non-filer
category will have a
positive impact on
exporters, boosting
Pakistan’s economic
growth.

Coordinator to the
Prime Minister also
highlighted a significant
shift in Pakistan’s
economy, adding,
previously, investments
were largely concentrated
in the property sector,
which did not contribute
significantly to the
country’s economic
growth.

He mentioned that
maintaining an exchange
rate aligned with market
rates is our priority to
benefit exporters.

Responding a query,
he said the government has
committed to maintaining
current tax rates in the
budget, prioritizing
sustainability over
increases.

This move aims to
promote economic
stability and growth, while
also ensuring that the tax
system remains fair and
efficient, he added.

Iftikhar Malik says:
Political stability crucial
for economic growth

Intl. carpet expo
in Lahore from 9th

LAHORE (APP): A
delegation from the
Pakistan Furniture Council
(PFC), led by CEO Mian
Kashif Ashfaq, has
embarked on a week-long
visit to the United States
to explore new export
opportunities and expand
the market for Pakistan’s
high-quality furniture
products. Prior to his
departure here on Sunday,
he said delegation will
engage with American
businesses, industry
stakeholders, and potential
buyers to showcase the
craftsmanship and design
excellence of Pakistani
furniture, which has gained
global recognition for its
quality and aesthetic
appeal.

He said the visit was
a part of PFC’s broader
strategy to enhance the
global presence of
Pakistani furniture and

foster collaboration
between local
manufacturers and
international importers. By
exploring export avenues in
the U.S., PFC aims to
boost the industry’s
revenue, create more jobs,
and improve the
competitiveness of
Pakistan’s furniture sector
globally.

 He said during the
visit, delegation will also
hold meetings with trade
representatives to promote
Pakistan’s furniture sector.
He emphasized the
importance of
strengthening trade ties
with the U.S. market,
which presents significant
potential for growth. He
also highlighted the
government’s support in
helping Pakistani
businesses increase their
exports and contribute to
the national economy.

LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Carpet
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(PCMEA) and Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) is jointly
hosting the 40th Pakistan
International Carpet
Exhibition here from
October 9 to 11, 2024.
This prestigious event will
bring together leading
carpet manufacturers,
exporters, and international
buyers from Pakistan and
30 other countries,
showcasing an impressive
array of handcrafted
carpets. Usman Ashraf,
chairman of the exhibition

committee, told media here
Sunday that the three-day
international exhibition will
be inaugurated by the
Federal Minister of
Commerce. An
international conference
will also be organized for
the first time on the
occasion of the exhibition,
which will be addressed by
eminent domestic and
foreign economic analysts.
He said that foreign guests,
manufacturers and
importers will also be
given dinner on behalf of
the Punjab Governor.
Foreign guests will be given
the best hospitality on
their arrival in Pakistan.

SNGPL disconnects
13 meters, removes

six extensions

Green tractor scheme:
26,000 applications

submitted in Lodhran

LAHORE (APP): SAARC
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry former president
Iftikhar Ali Malik said on
Sunday that political
stability was vital for
achieving sustainable
economic growth and at
this crucial time, the
country could not afford
politics of agitation and
c o n f r o n t a t i o n .
Commenting on prevailing
political situation, he said
a stable political
environment was
necessary to attract both
domestic and foreign
investment, which were
essential for revitalizing
the economy and
improving the livelihoods
of millions. He further
pointed out that economic
development and
prosperity were closely

linked to political
certainty, without which
long-term planning and
policy implementation
suffer.

He urged all political
stakeholders to prioritize
the national interest above
individual or party
agendas.

Instead of resorting to
political turmoil, he called
for dialogue and
consensus-building among
political parties to ensure
smooth governance and
economic reforms.

Highlighting the
challenges facing Pakistan,
including inflation,
unemployment, and
dwindling foreign reserves,
Malik stressed that unity
among political leaders was
a key to overcoming these
hurdles.

LODHRAN (APP): Over
26,000 applications have
been submitted for the
Punjab government’s
Green Tractor scheme
across the district while
October 10 is the deadline
for the applications.

Deputy Director
Agriculture (Extension)
Lodhran, Malik Zafar, told
APP here on Sunday said
that farmers, whose land
record was computerized,
were applying online on
the agriculture department
app while farmers those
land record was not

computerized were asked
to visit the agriculture
extension office and
submit their applications.

He said that 241
Tractors would be
provided to farmers having
1 to 50 acres land across
the district under the
program. He said that Rs1
million subsidy on each
tractor would be provided
to eligible growers.
Likewise, over 35,000
applications have been
submitted for the Punjab
government’s Kisan cards
project in Lodhran district.

MULTAN (APP): In the
light of the instructions of
the General Manager of the
Sui Northern Gas UFG
Control Task Force, 13
meters including that of a
private colony were
disconnected and the
extensions of six consumers
were removed during an
ongoing operation.

During a routine
inspection, the Task Force
discovered a residential
consumer using a gas meter
for a private hospital. The
meter was immediately
disconnected. Additionally,
four other meters were
found installed away from

the authorized service
areas, causing potential gas
leakage and posing safety
risks. These meters were
promptly removed. In a
special operation in Abdul
Hakeem, authorities
uncovered an unauthorized
gas network supplying a
private colony, where eight
meters were illegally
installed.

These meters were
also disconnected, with
further departmental
actions recommended for
all those involved.

The operation also
targeted six users who
violated OGRA policy.

ETO commits to expand
user-friendly services,

ending agents’ role

PIA announces
15pc discount
for Toronto

bound flights
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA)
announced a 15 per cent
discount on Toronto-
bound flights.

According to
details, passengers who
will book their seats in
PIA Toronto bound
flights till October 15,
2024, will be eligible to
avail 15pc concession in
fares.

These passengers
can fly to Toronto till
December 20, 2024, on
these discounted
tickets.

Mian Abuzar
Shad elected

PBIT Director
LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (LCCI) President
Mian Abuzar Shad has
been elected as Director of
Punjab Board of
Investment and Trade
(PBIT), according to an
LCCI spokesman here
Sunday.

On this occasion,
Mian Abuzar Shad said
that he was grateful to
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz and the
Provincial Minister and
Secretary Industries. He
vowed to promote
investment according to the
Punjab Chief Minister’s
vision and also take
effective steps to further
activate the PBIT.

Mian Abuzar Shad
was of the view that
increased investment is
essential for economic
recovery, adding that
concrete and viable
proposals will be made to
promote investment.

Mian Abuzar Shad’s
election as PBIT Director
is also welcomed by the
business community.

PCCC greets
Sham Lal
Manglani

MULTAN (APP): The
Pakistan Central Cotton
Committee (PCCC)
extended its heartfelt
congratulations to Mr.
Sham Lal Manglani, a
distinguished member of
the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI), on
his election as the
Chairman of the Task Force
on Agriculture for the
2024-25 term.

In the message issued
by PCCC and Dr. Yusuf
Zafar, it was emphasized
that Mr. Manglani’s
appointment serves as a
testament to his
unwavering dedication and
commitment to the
agricultural sector, as well
as an acknowledgment of
his exemplary leadership.

LESCO
detects 341

power pilferers
in 24 hours

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) has detected a
total of 341 connections
from where the customers
were pilfering electricity in
all its circles of five
districts (Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Nankana
Sahib, Kasur and Okara)
during its anti-power theft
campaign in last 24 hour.

The LESCO
spokesman told media here
Sunday that the company
has also submitted FIR
applications against
electricity thieves, out of
which 109 FIRs have been
registered in respective
police stations, while 12
accused have been arrested
by the respective police.

Grand anti-power
theft operations against
electricity thieves are being
conducted on the
directives of the Federal
Power Division and the
LESCO Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Engineer
Shahid Haider is
supervising these
operations. The LESCO
chief vowed that the
operations would continue
without discrimination
until the complete end of
electricity theft.  The
electricity pilferers as well
as the LESCO officers and
employees who facilitate
them are also being brought
to justice.

During last 24 hours
of the anti-power theft
campaign.

Pak can boost food production
for global markets through

modern practices: FFP
LAHORE (APP): Family
Food Products (FFP)
Managing Director Shahid
Imran said on Sunday that
with proper investment,
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
advancements, and modern
agricultural practices,
Pakistan could
significantly increase its
food production manifold
and cater to international
markets.

Talking to a delegation
of food producers, he said
that Pakistan had immense
potential to become a
leading player in the global

food export market, given
its diverse agricultural
landscape and favorable
climate for crop
cultivation. The country
was already one of the
world’s largest producers
of wheat, rice, sugarcane,
fruits, and vegetables, but
the sector remains largely
underutilized in terms of
exports. He said the
development of value-
added food products
processed or packaged
foods including Nimko
could further boost export
revenues.

MULTAN: A large number of shopkeeper
participating in the bidding of bananas at the Fruit

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Director Excise & Taxation
Department, Islamabad,
Bilal Azam has assured his
department’s commitment
to providing more
transparent and user-
friendly services for
residents, particularly in
vehicle registration and
token tax payment.

In an exclusive
interview with APP, he
highlighted the importance
of leveraging digital
solutions to enhance
accessibility for residents
while actively working to
eliminate the role of agents
who contribute to corrupt
practices.

Admitting the agent
mafia’s existence despite a
number of modern
solutions, especially
mobile facilities, he
underscored citizens’ role
to utilize the department’s
digital online services,
which are designed to
simplify processes and
reduce the reliance on
intermediaries. By

fostering awareness and
engagement, Azam believes
the community can play
a vi t a l  ro le  in
t r ans forming  se rvi ce
delivery and promoting
transparency.

Responding to queries
and public concerns raised
by this agency’s scribe,
Azam outlined a two-step
process for vehicle
registration and transfer.

Applicants can
simply call the
department’s helpline at
111-383-383 to provide
their details and schedule a
visit from a mobile
registration van, which
may arrive on the same day
or the next.

This initiative not
only caters to individual
needs but also represents a
move towards personalized
public service.

Additionally, mobile
vans are stationed at five
locations throughout the
week, expanding access for
those who prefer to handle
their affairs in person.
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At least 26 killed in Gaza
as Israeli army launches
new incursion in north

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: At least 26 people
were killed and 93 others
wounded when Israeli
airstrikes hit a mosque and
a school sheltering dis-
placed people in the Gaza
Strip early on Sunday, the
Hamas-run Gaza govern-
ment media office said.

Palestinian health of-
ficials said at least another
20 people had been killed
since Saturday night in
northern Gaza, after the
army sent tanks into areas
there for the first time in
months and urged residents
to leave.

The Israeli military
said it had conducted “pre-
cise strikes on Hamas ter-
rorists” who were operat-
ing within command and
control centres embedded in
Ibn Rushd School and the
Shuhada al-Aqsa Mosque,
in the area of Deir al-Balah
in central Gaza.

Hamas rejects accusa-
tions it uses civilian facili-

A view shows a damaged site in the aftermath of Israeli strikes on Beirut’s
southern suburbs, amid the ongoing hostilities between Hezbollah and Is-
raeli forces, Lebanon.

Quetta

Iran FM calls for
ceasefire in Lebanon

and Gaza

Elon Musk makes his first
appearance at a Trump rally and

casts the election in dire terms

Monitoring Desk
DAMASCUS: Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi renewed his call
for ceasefires in both Gaza
and Lebanon on Saturday
as he held talks with his
country’s Syrian ally.

“The most important
issue today is the ceasefire,
especially in Lebanon and
in Gaza,” he told reporters.
“There are initiatives in this
regard, there have been con-
sultations that we hope will
be successful.”

Araghchi’s visit to
Damascus, his first since he
took office in August,
comes almost a year after
Iran-backed Palestinian
group Hamas attacked Is-
rael, triggering war in Gaza.

The conflict has also

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Billionaire
tech executive Elon Musk
cast the upcoming presiden-
tial election in dire terms
during an appearance with
Donald Trump, calling the
Republican presidential
nominee the only candidate
“to preserve democracy in
America.”

The CEO of SpaceX
and Tesla who also pur-
chased X, Musk joined
Trump in Butler, Pennsyl-
vania, on Saturday at the
site where the former presi-
dent survived an assassina-
tion attempt in July. Musk
said “this will be the last
election” if Trump doesn’t
win. Wearing a cap with the
“Make America Great
Again” slogan of Trump’s
campaign, Musk appeared
to acknowledge the fore-
boding nature of his re-
marks.

“As you can see I
am not just MAGA — I

am Dark MAGA,” he
said.

It was the first time
that Musk joined one of
Trump’s rallies and was
evidence of their growing
alliance in the final stretch
of the presidential elec-
tion. Musk created a su-
per political action com-
mittee supporting the Re-
publican nominee and it
has been spending heavily
on get-out-the-vote ef-
forts. Trump has said he
would tap Musk to lead a
government efficiency
commission if he regains
the White House.

Trump joined Musk in
August for a rare public
conversation on X, a
friendly chat that spanned
more than two hours. In
it, the former president
largely focused on the July
assassination attempt, il-
legal immigration and his
plans to cut government
regulations.

drawn in Iran’s Lebanese
ally, Hezbollah and on Sep-
tember 23 Israel sharply
intensified its campaign
against the group.

“The purpose of my
trip to Damascus is to con-
tinue consultations regard-
ing the developments in the
region,” Araghchi said.

His meetings in the
Syrian capital follow a visit
to Beirut on Friday during
which he voiced support
for a truce in Lebanon ac-
ceptable to Hezbollah “si-
multaneously with a
ceasefire in Gaza”.

Araghchi travelled to
Damascus by air after Leba-
non said an Israeli air strike
on Friday severed the main
international highway link-
ing the two countries.

Pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli
crowds rally across the world

on the eve of Oct. 7 anniversary
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: Crowds were par-
ticipating in pro-Palestinian
and pro-Israeli protests and
memorial events across the
world on Sunday on the eve
of the first anniversary of
the Hamas attacks on Is-
rael. Sunday’s events fol-
low massive rallies that
took place Saturday in sev-
eral European cities, includ-
ing London, Berlin, Paris
and Rome. Other events are
scheduled through the
week, with an expected
peak on Monday, the date
of the anniversary.

In Australia, thou-
sands of people on Sunday
protested in support of
Palestinians and Lebanon in
various cities, while a pro-
Israeli rally also took place
in Melbourne.

Samantha Gazal, who
came to the rally in Sydnay,
said she was there “because
I can’t believe our govern-
ment is giving impunity to
a violent extremist nation
and has done nothing. ...
We’re watching the violence
play out on livestream, and
they’re doing nothing.”

In Melbourne, sup-
porters of Israel held up
posters showing Israeli
hostages who are still miss-
ing. “We feel like we didn’t
do anything to deserve
this,” said Jeremy
Wenstein, one of the par-
ticipants. “We’re just sup-
porting our brothers and
sisters who are fighting a
war that they didn’t in-
vite.” At a rally in Berlin,
near the Brandenburg Gate,
hundreds of pro-Israeli
demonstrators set off up the
famed Unter den Linden be-
hind a banner that read
“Against all antisemitism,”
accompanied by a police
escort. With many Israel
flags waving over head,
some Jewish leaders led a
song about “shalom” —
peace — while marchers
chanted “Free Gaza from
Hamas!” and “Bring them
home,” referring to hostages
still held in the Gaza strip.

Some in the crowd
held up photos of hostages
still held by Hamas. Pho-
tos of several women fea-
tured the word “Kid-
napped” in German.

Kazakhstan votes on
whether to build first

nuclear plant
Monitoring Desk

K A Z A K H S T A N :
Kazakhstan began voting in
a referendum on Sunday on
whether to build its first
nuclear power plant, an
idea promoted by President
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev’s
government as the Central
Asian nation seeks to phase
out polluting coal plants.

The plan has faced
public criticism on concern
over any related hazards,
the Soviet nuclear testing
legacy, and fears that Rus-
sia will be involved in the
project.

“I have come to the
conclusion that the decision
to build the nuclear power
plant, and to build it with
(Russian state nuclear firm)
Rosatom, has already been
made in (Tokayev’s office)
and the people of
Kazakhstan are being in-
vited to polling stations as
‘notaries’ to authenticate
this decision with their
votes,” popular blogger
Vadim Boreiko wrote.

In the village of Ulken
on the shores of Lake
Balkash, which the cabinet
has designated as the site
to build the plant on, some
locals hoped the project
would bring jobs while oth-
ers expressed concern
about the impact on the
quality of the lake water.

“I support the power

plant,” said Dametken
Shulgeyeva, who has lived
in the village of 1,200
people for more than 20
years. “This is our future.”

Despite its sizeable
natural gas reserves, the Cen-
tral Asian nation of 20 mil-
lion relies mostly on coal-
powered plants for its elec-
tricity needs, supplemented
by some hydroelectric plants
and the growing renewable
energy sector. Kazakhstan
already imports electricity,
mostly from Russia, as its
facilities, many of which are
old, struggle to meet domes-
tic demand. And coal is gen-
erally regarded as the most
polluting energy source.

The government says
a reliable energy supply is
needed to supplement re-
newable sources such as
solar and wind power, and,
since Kazakhstan is one of
the world’s biggest uranium
producers, nuclear power is
a logical choice.

“In order not to re-
main on the sidelines of glo-
bal progress, we must use
our competitive advan-
tages,” Tokayev said ahead
of the vote. The former So-
viet republic, however,
does not enrich uranium to
the point where it can be
used as fuel. The cabinet
estimates that a nuclear
power plant would cost $10
billion-$12 billion to build.

Tunisian presidential candidate Zouhair Maghzaoui votes at a polling station
during the presidential election in Tunis, Tunisia.

17 die as floods wreak
havoc in Bosnia

Brazil votes in local
elections with eyes on 2026

presidential showdown

India’s BJP set
to lose two

state elections,
exit polls show

Monitoring Desk
HARYANA: India’s ruling
party is projected to have
lost two key provincial elec-
tions to the main opposi-
tion Congress party and its
allies, exit polls showed,
suggesting another setback
after the party fared poorly
in national elections.

Local media reported
that Congress had a clear
advantage in exit polls in the
northern state of Haryana,
indicating an end to a de-
cade of rule by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the state. The op-
position also held an edge
in the Indian-held Jammu
and Kashmir. The two elec-
tions were held in phases
that ended on Saturday.
Votes will be counted on
Tuesday and results will be
announced the same day.

Climate activist
Greta Thunberg

detained at
Brussels demo

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: Climate activ-
ist Greta Thunberg was
among several of protesters
detained on Saturday for
blocking a road in the Bel-
gian capital at a demonstra-
tion against fossil fuel sub-
sidies. An eyewitness saw
the iconic Swede — who has
previously been detained for
civil disobedience at pro-
tests in various countries —
carried away by police after
refusing to leave a sit-in.

Thunberg, 21, was part
of a smaller group of dem-
onstrators who broke away
from a march organised by
the United for Climate Jus-
tice movement that began
outside the European Par-
liament. The rally was call-
ing for the European Union
— headquartered in Brus-
sels — to end subsidies for
fossil fuels in order to
achieve its ambitious goal of
making the continent carbon
neutral by 2050.

Monitoring Desk
JABLANICA: The search
for several people reported
missing in floods that have
claimed at least 17 lives in
Bosnia continued on Satur-
day, after torrential rains in-
undated towns and triggered
landslides.

The waters are reced-
ing after the floods that
struck Bosnia on Friday,
but many roads to affected
towns remain blocked, and
large areas are still covered
in debris.

Jablanica, located
about 70 kilometres south-
west of the capital,
Sarajevo, appeared to have
suffered the worst of the
downpours, which cut it
off from the rest of the
country.

The city was buried
under mud, rocks and land-
slides, including granite de-
bris from a nearby quarry,
with homes destroyed and

vehicles wrecked. Rescue
teams with search dogs are
combing the area for the
missing and those possibly
trapped, said a journalist
at the scene. In the
Jablanica region, 10 people
remain missing, according
to local official Darko Juka.

Earlier on Saturday,
authorities from Jablanica
region confirmed 13
deaths, revising down a
toll of 16 initially reported
on Friday.

Later, Federal Prime
Minister Nermin Niksic
told a press conference that
one more body had been
found in Jablanica, while
“three bodies were recov-
ered in the Fojnica region”.
The government declared a
state of natural disaster
and established a crisis
headquarters on Friday.
The floods also washed
away bridges and rail-
way lines.

Monitoring Desk
SAO PAULO (Reuters) -
Brazilians voted on Sunday
for mayors and city coun-
cilors in more than 5,500
municipal elections, with
polls showing conservative
candidates running strong in
several major cities, setting
the country’s political land-
scape ahead of a 2026 presi-
dential race. All eyes are on
the mayoral vote in Sao
Paulo, Brazil’s largest city,
where three candidates are
running neck and neck after
an aggressive campaign, set-
ting the stage for a second-
round runoff on Oct 27.

Center-right incum-
bent Mayor Ricardo Nunes,
who led the race until last
week, is tied for second
place at 26% of the votes
with far-right digital influ-
encer Pablo Marçal, an un-
precedented split in the con-
servative vote, according to
a poll on Saturday.

Leftist Congressman

Guilherme Boulos, who is
supported by President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
and his Workers Party, has
edged forward on the eve
of the election and is lead-
ing the field with 29%, poll-
ster Datafolha found.

Marçal, an anti-estab-
lishment political novice
who has surged in the polls
with his vitriolic attacks on
adversaries, ran a social
media campaign with little
funding and no TV time. He
has headlined the news for
weeks since a furious fifth-
placed candidate hit him
with a chair during a tele-
vised debate. Polls showed
that candidates linked to
Lula are facing trouble as the
president’s popularity has
slipped in his third non-
consecutive term. “As long
as democracy exists, the
people’s right to choose will
exist, for better or for
worse,” Lula said after cast-
ing his vote on Sunday.

North Korea and China mark
their 75th anniversary of ties as

outsiders question their relationship

Thousands protest in
Hungary demanding end
to state media ‘propaganda’

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: The leaders of
North Korea and China
marked the 75th anniversary
of their diplomatic relations
on Sunday by exchanging
messages that expressed
hopes for stronger ties, as
outsiders raised questions
about their relationship.

The message exchange
came as North Korea and
Russia have been sharply
expanding their coopera-
tion while China apparently
keeps its distance. Experts
say that the level of ex-
changes and commemora-
tive programs between
North Korea and China in

the coming months will
provide a clue to the exact
status of their ties.

In a message sent to
Chinese President Xi
Jinping, North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un said his
government will “steadily
strive to consolidate and
develop the friendly and
cooperative relations” be-
tween the two countries,
according to North Korea’s
official Korean Central
News Agency. Xi, in his
message to Kim, said that
China is ready to jointly
promote “the stable and fur-
ther advance of the socialist
cause in the two countries.”

Monitoring Desk
BUDAPEST: Thousands
of Hungarians gathered out-
side the headquarters of the
country’s state television
on Saturday, protesting
against what they described
as the government’s “pro-
paganda machine” and call-
ing for an independent pub-
lic service media.

The protestors, from
the opposition TISZA
party, say that the state
broadcaster MTVA is run-
ning biased propaganda,
featuring only politicians
from Prime Minister Viktor
Orban’s party and govern-
ment, and analysts repeat-
ing their narrative.

The centre-right
TISZA party, led by me-
dia-savvy political new-
comer, Peter Magyar, is
posing the biggest challenge
to right-wing nationalist
Orban since he swept to
power in 2010.

Waving the national
flag and banners saying
“Stop Propaganda”, thou-
sands of TISZA support-
ers gathered in Budapest,
shouting “We are not
afraid” and “we’ve had
enough” at the latest mass
rally called by Magyar.

“We have had enough
of the malice, the lies, the
propaganda, our patience
has run out.”

SARAJEVO: A destroyed car is seen after a landslide devastated a village
in Bosnia.

Nasrallah’s possible
successor ‘out of contact’

after Israeli air strike
Beirut’s southern suburb —
known as Dahiyeh — since
Friday have kept rescue
workers from scouring the
site of the attack. Hezbollah
made no comment on
Safieddine since the attack.

An Israeli spokesper-
son said the military was
still assessing the Thursday
night air strikes, which he
said targeted Hezbollah’s
intelligence headquarters.

The loss of
Nasrallah’s rumoured suc-
cessor would be yet another
blow to Hezbollah and Iran.

Israel expanded its
conflict in Lebanon on
Saturday with its first
strike in the northern city
of Tripoli.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: The potential
successor to slain
Hezbollah leader Sayyed
Hassan Nasrallah has been
out of contact since Friday,
a Lebanese security source
said on Saturday, after an
Israeli air strike that is re-
ported to have targeted
him. In its campaign against
the Iran-backed Lebanese
group, Israel carried out a
large strike on Beirut’s
southern suburbs late on
Thursday that, according to
Israeli officials, targeted
Hashem Safieddine in an
underground bunker.

The Lebanese secu-
rity source said that ongo-
ing Israeli strikes on

Israel says it’s
‘preparing response’ to
Iran’s missile attack

Zelensky to
hold defence

talks with Biden
in Germany
Monitoring Desk

KYIV: President
Volodymyr Zelensky said
on Saturday he would at-
tend an international meet-
ing to discuss military
support for Ukraine to be
held in Germany next
week.

The military meeting
at the US air base in
Ramstein near Frankfurt is
expected to bring together
more than 50 of Ukraine’s
allies, including US Presi-
dent Joe Biden.

“We are preparing for
the 25th Ramstein meeting
on October 12, which will
be the first to take place at
the leaders’ level,” he said
on social media.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Israel was pre-
paring a military response
to Iran’s missile attack this
week that heightened fears
of a wider regional war, an
official said on Saturday, as
fighting raged in Lebanon
and in Gaza. In its second-
ever direct attack on its re-
gional foe, Iran launched
about 200 missiles at Is-
rael on Tuesday in revenge
for a spate of killings of
leaders from outfits like
Hezbollah and Hamas.

The missile attack,

Sri Lanka
approves

controversial
foreign debt deal

Monitoring Desk
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s
new government has ap-
proved a controversial re-
structure of $14.7 billion in
foreign commercial credit
tentatively agreed by its
predecessor, the finance
ministry said on Saturday.

Former leader Ranil
W i c k r e m e s i n g h e
annou-nc-ed a deal with in-
ternational sovereign bond-
holders and the China De-
velopment Bank just two
days before he lost presi-
dential elections last month.

The new leftist Presi-
dent Anura Kumara
Dissanayake had called for
better terms, but after two
days of talks with an IMF
delegation in Colombo.

which killed one person in
the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, caused damage to an
Israeli air base, according to
satellite images. The Israeli
military official said the
army “is preparing a re-
sponse to the unprec-
edented Iranian attack”. He
did not elaborate on the na-
ture or timing of the re-
sponse, which analysts and
Israeli media said would
likely be designed to deal
an immense blow to Iran,
despite international calls
for de-escalation.

Iran summons
Australian

ambassador over
‘biased stance’

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Iran’s foreign min-
istry has summoned the
Australian ambassador in
Tehran over what it said
was his country’s biased
stance on Iran’s attack
against Israel, Iranian news
agency Tasnim reported on
Sunday.

Ian McConville was
summoned due to his
country’s repeated bias, in-
cluding on Iran’s response
to what it called “the Zion-
ist regime,” meaning Israel.

Australia’s embassy
in Tehran did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment on Sunday.

ties such as schools, hospi-
tals and mosques for mili-
tary purposes.

“The mosque has been
here for 20 years, and the
neighbourhood has dis-
placed people,” imam
Ahmed Fleet said as he re-
trieved Korans from the
debris. “I was shocked
when it was struck.”

The strikes came as
the war between Israel and
the Palestinian group
Hamas approaches its first
anniversary, and as Israel
has been expanding its ac-
tions in Lebanon.

Hamas attacked
southern Israel on Oct. 7,
2023, killing 1,200 people
and taking about 250 as
hostages, according to Is-
raeli tallies.

Israel’s subsequent
military assault on Gaza
has killed nearly 42,000
Palestinians, according to
Gaza’s health ministry. It
has also displaced nearly all
of the enclave’s 2.3 million

A booth-level officer helps a woman verify her name in the voting list outside
a polling station during the state assembly elections, in Karnal, in the north-
ern state of Haryana, India.

Russia targets
Kyiv, Odesa in

latest drone
attack

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russia unleashed
an overnight drone attack
across Ukraine targeting
the capital Kyiv and hit-
ting infrastructure in the
Black Sea port of Odesa,
Ukrainian officials said on
Sunday.

The State Emergency
Service said one person
was wounded and ware-
houses and cargo trucks
were damaged in Odesa dur-
ing the multi-wave attack,
which kept much of the
country under air-raid alert
for several hours.

people, caused a hunger cri-
sis and led to genocide alle-
gations at the World Court
that Israel denies.

The International
Committee of the Red
Cross urged all parties to
ensure all civilians were
protected.

“This is a year marked
by heartbreak and unan-
swered questions. Families
have been torn apart, with
many loved ones still held
against their will. Tens of
thousands of people have
been killed and millions have
been displaced across the
region,” it said.

The Hamas-run Gaza
government media office
said Israel had struck 27
houses, schools and dis-
placement shelters across
Gaza in the past 48 hours.

Medics said an Israeli
airstrike killed three Pales-
tinians in Rafah, near the
border with Egypt, where
Israeli forces have been op-
erating since May.
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KARACHI: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui chairing a meeting with the NAVTCC counterpart col-
leagues from United Kingdom.

QUETTA: Head of Mazloom Olsi Tehreek Pakistan
Mashar Haji Sadiq Khan Achakzai addressing the
newly joined workers of tehreek.

QUETTA: Chairmen National Commission Inter-
faith Harmony Balochistan Jahangir Khan Kharoti
addressing a convention organized by PNL-N.

QUETTA: PTI workers stage a protest in favor of their demands outside QPC.

QUETTA: Participants of Gaza Conference express solidarity with the people
of who are facing the Israeli aggression.

QUETT A: Provincial Health Minister Bakht Muhammad Kakar being briefed by DG Health Dr. Amin Mandokhail regarding
betterment of health department

LASBELLA: Parliamentary Secretary Tourism
Nawabzada Mir Zareen Khan Magsi visiting Jam
Mir Muhammad Yousaf Library. Deputy Commis-
sioner Lasbella Humera Baloch is also present

NCCA agrees roadmap for
prioritising climate actions in

close coordination with provinces
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional Climate Change Au-
thority (NCCA) in a high
level meeting on Sunday
agreed to roll out a roadmap
for prioritising climate ac-
tions to take forward
country’s climate resilience-
building in close coordina-
tion and collaboration with
the provinces and other rel-
evant stakeholders.

The NCCA meeting
was held to review the
implementation of the vari-
ous measures proposed in
the national climate change
policy for climate change
resilience of various socio-
economic sectors, particu-
larly energy, water, agricul-
ture, public infrastructure,
a press statement issued
here said.

The meeting dis-
cussed at length the future
course of actions for en-
hancing collaboration with
all relevant federal and pro-
vincial government
organisations for addressing
various climate impacts,
particularly floods, heat
waves, glacial lake outburst
floods, shifting rainfall pat-
terns, changing river flows
and groundwater depletion.

The meeting also pon-

dered over efforts to formu-
late and coordinate climate
change mitigation, adapta-
tion and resilience-building
ongoing and future plans,
projects, and programmes
to meet Pakistan’s obliga-
tions under international
conventions, including the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change. In her statement,
Coordinator to Prime Min-
ister on Climate Change,
Romina Khurshid Alam,
said on the occasion that
present government is in-
creasingly focusing on cli-
mate change resilience of
Pakistan, recognising that
the country is highly vul-
nerable to climate change
impacts, including extreme
weather events, floods,
droughts, and glacial melt.

“The present govern-
ment is committed to en-
hance Pakistan’s climate
resilience by protecting
people, their lives and live-
lihoods from the adverse
impacts of climate change
by utilizing all available re-
sources, capacity and tech-
nical know-how,” Romina
Khurshid Alam said.

Earlier, in her welcome
remarks, the climate change
and environmental coordi-

nation ministry secretary
secretary Aisha Humera
Moriani highlighted
Pakistan’s growing climate
vulnerability and exacerbat-
ing impacts of the climate
change-caused disasters.

Climate change and
environmental coordination
ministry said that Pakistan
is among the countries most
affected by climate change,
despite contributing rela-
tively little to global green-
house gas emissions.

But, for tackling these
climate risks as a environ-
mentally-responsible coun-
try, the government is shap-
ing its response to the cli-
mate risks in the light of its
national policies, interna-
tional commitments and re-
gional initiatives aimed at
strengthening climate resil-
ience and reducing vulner-
ability, particularly for the
most affected communities
in marginalized and pov-
erty-hit parts of the coun-
try, she remarked.

Attended by the cli-
mate change authority’s
member coordination, mem-
ber finance, and member
mitigation and other senior
officials of the ministry and
other provincial governmen-
tal organisaations.

Dr. Khalid Maqbool says:
Action must be taken against

those making scene in Islamabad

PM felicitates
mountaineer

Sirbaz on
summiting all
14 highest peaks
LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Sunday congratulated Paki-
stani mountaineer Sirbaz
Khan on his historic accom-
plishment of summiting all
14 of the world’s highest
peaks.

In a post on X (for-
merly Twitter), the prime
minister expressed the
nation’s pride in Sirbaz,
lauding his resilience and
determination.

“The nation is im-
mensely proud of Sirbaz
Khan for his remarkable
feat of becoming the first
Pakistani to summit all 14
of the world’s highest
peaks. This singular
achievement goes to show
his resilience, courage and
commitment in the face of
the heaviest of the odds,”
the prime minister wrote.

He emphasized that
this milestone would un-
doubtedly serve as a source
of inspiration for future
generations of climbers.

Irfan lambasts PTI for
instigating provincial

resources against federation

KARACHI (APP): The
Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Vocational Train-
ing Dr. Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui on Sunday said
that action must be taken
against those, who were
becoming cause of the situ-
ation on the roads of
Islamabad.

While talking to media
persons after a special re-
ception in honour of a del-
egation from the United
Kingdom hosted by
NAVTTC at a local hotel
here, he said that the world
was approaching towards
Pakistan but some elements
wanted to make her soli-
tude at diplomatic level. He
said that the attitude being

posed on the roads of
Islamabad should be
stopped by action. Reply-
ing to a question, the fed-
eral minister said that the
National Education Policy
would be announced by the
end of current year or in the
start of new year. He said
that 25 million children were
out-of-school and they had
to make efforts for them.
Siddiqui said that the world
needed Information Tech-
nology (IT) experts and
Pakistan had youth for
availing this opportunity.

The minister said that
Karachi was the biggest
city of Pakistan and centre
of commerce and trade.
There were approximately

180 million youth in the
country and they should be
trained in line with modern
skills based on demand.

Siddiqui said and
added, our first priority is
International Certification
in Vocational Training.

He, on the occasion,
also welcomed the foreign
delegation and hoped that
the cooperation among
them would help equip Pa-
kistani youth and students
with modern market-ori-
ented skills and education.

NAVTTC Executive
Director Mohammed Aamir
Jan and NAVTTC Director
General Sindh Aziz
Chandio were also present
on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Par-
liamentary Leader of Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) in the
Senate, Senator Irfan
Siddiqui on Sunday lam-
basted the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for
instigating provincial re-
sources against the federa-
tion and accused the PTI for
introducing an ominous tra-
dition of provincial on-
slaught on the federation.

In a post on his offi-
cial X-handle, the Senator
wrote, “It happened many
times in the past that the
government of the PML-N
and the Pakistan People’s
Party was in some parts of
the federation and prov-
inces. Despite the mutual
tension, it has never hap-
pened that any of the fed-
erating unit has attacked the

federation under the lead-
ership of the Chief Minis-
ter.” He regretted that this
sad tradition was intro-
duced by PTI in 2016 when
then Chief Minister,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Pervez Khattak
launched the first attack on
Islamabad. In 2022, the PTI
founder attacked the federal
capital with the help of then
Chief Minister Mehmood
Khan and the provincial
government’s resources, he
said, adding, “And now
Chief Minister Gandapur
has made a new form to at-
tack the federal govern-
ment.”

“Is there any political
party in any country in the
world doing this? An armed
group can be called a politi-
cal party?” the Senator
queried.

Protests erupt in IIOJK
over blasphemous

remarks by Hindu priest

Windar dam to be completed 
by 2025; expected to irrigate 

10,000 acres of agri. land 

Funeral prayer of Shaheed
Constable Hameed Shah

offered at Express Chowk

Governor Kundi attends
funeral of slain policeman

‘Lawyers to defend
judiciary from threats’

PTI wants to disrupt
SCO summit in

Islamabad: Kundi

Miftah Ismail links
foreign investment
to political stability

Mirwaiz urges India, Pak
to engage in constructive

dialogue at SCO meet

Joint efforts
by Naqvi,

Aleem lead to
repatriation of
56 Pakistani

prisoners from
Sri Lanka

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The combined efforts of
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi and Federal Minis-
ter for Privatisation Abdul
Aleem Khan have success-
fully led to the return of 56
Pakistanis imprisoned in Sri
Lanka for several years.

A chartered plane was
dispatched to bring the pris-
oners back to Pakistan, and
they are expected to arrive
home on Sunday.

The repatriation ef-
fort was a result of three
months of coordination be-
tween the Ministry of In-
terior, under the direction
of Mohsin Naqvi, and Sri
Lankan authorities.

Naqvi had tasked the
ministry with facilitating
the release and safe return
of the Pakistani nationals.

In a significant gesture
of support, Federal Minis-
ter Abdul Aleem Khan will
cover all the expenses as-
sociated with the prisoners’
repatriation from Sri Lanka.
Minister Naqvi expressed
his gratitude to the Sri
Lankan government and its
High Commissioner for their
assistance in the matter.

Man gunned
down in Turbat

Independent Report
TURBAT: A man was
killed in a shooting inci-
dent in Lal Jan Colony,
Turbat. Unidentified
armed men on a motor-
cycle opened fire, killing
Riyaz, son of Yar
Muhammad, a resident
of Punjgur who was tem-
porarily living in Zehri
Colony, Turbat.

The Turbat Police
confirmed the incident
and stated that they are
searching for the perpe-
trators.

The authorit ies
have launched an in-
vestigation into the in-
cident and are working
to apprehend the cul-
prits.

Four perished
as car hits
rickshaw

M U Z A F FA R G A R H
(APP): Four people in-
cluding a child died in a
road accident near
Sandheela Chowk in Kot
Addu on Sunday.

According to po-
lice, an extended family
was heading towards
Jannu village from Vehari
by a rickshaw when a
rashly driven car hit the
three-wheeler at Head
Taunsa Road, Kot
Addu.

As a result of which
rickshaw driver Riaz
Hussain, Fozia Batool w/
o Muhammad Ali,
Shereen Akhtar w/o Riaz
Hussain and a minor
Talal s/o Muhammad Ali
died on the spot.

Police were investi-
gating.

Two terrorists
killed during
encounter

with CTD in
Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Two
hardcore terrorists were
killed during an encounter
with the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) in the
Sher Shah area of Karachi.

CTD In-charge Raja
Umer Khattab said that
they received credible infor-
mation that two terrorists
namely Hafiz Qasim
Rasheed who was an Emir
of banned Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi Karachi and Usman
were involved in the grue-
some murder of CTD of-
ficer Ali Raza which took
place on July 7, 2024.

He said that a terror-
ist namely Ahmed Hassan
who belonged to the banned
Sipah-e-Sahaba facilitated
these terrorists through the
recce of the deceased Ali
Raza.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Windar
dam project is due to be
completed by end of year
2025.

According to an offi-
cial hand out issued here the
other day, the work on
Windar project had been
started in 2021. The impor-
tant project of dam has al-
ready been reflected in the
federal public sector devel-
opment programme
(PSDP). The dam having
length of 1.5 kilometer and
depth of 41 meters is likely
to irrigate around 10,000
acres of land besides mak-
ing available the clean
drinking water to the dwell-
ers of adjacent areas.

The command area
would also be increased for
the growers with comple-
tion of federal government-
funded dam project, which
have four distributaries.

It is believed that the
new era of development
and prosperity would also
begin with completion of
the dam project on one
hand, while on the other
hand, new job opportuni-

ties and livelihood would
also be created. 

The project would
cast positive results on the
socio-economic condition
of the province specially
Lasbela district.“Winder
Dam project initiated by
federal government would
be competed in four years
which would help to refill
the underground water,
boost the agriculture and
livestock progress in the
area,” he said adding that
the dam would supply
three million gallon clean
water per day to the resi-
dents of winder and its ad-
jacent areas. The Winder
Dam has the capacity of
36,167 acre feet live stor-
age to conserve flood water
of Winder River to ensure
annual availability of water
for developing agriculture
sector. The Dam will also
provide water supply to the
agricultural lands through ca-
nals. Some 919 square miles
catchment area of Winder
Dam will irrigate the area
through 21 kilometers (km)’s
main canal along with its four
branches of 16 km each.

LAHORE (INP): Senior
lawyer Hamid Khan has
claimed that the ruling coa-
lition is trying to amend the
Constitution in a bid to
weaken the judiciary, an at-
tempt which the lawyers’
community will resist with
full force.

Talking to the media
with reference to the pro-
posed 26th Constitutional
Amendment, Khan said
lawyers are a shield against
every conspiracy targeting
the judiciary.

“We will not allow
anyone to strike at the ju-
diciary. Lawyers will pro-
tect the judiciary at all costs.

We will neither allow
the formation of a separate
Federal Constitutional
Court nor let it operate.
Two hundred thousand
lawyers across the country
will not let any such at-
tempt succeed,” he added.

The proposed consti-

tutional amendment pack-
age includes some major
changes in the country’s le-
gal system including forma-
tion of a separate constitu-
tional court as well as ex-
tension in the tenure of the
chief justice of Pakistan.

The lawyer referred to
the 2007 Lawyers Move-
ment that resulted in the exit
of former military ruler
General Pervez Musharraf
and said, “Like in 2007, we
will observe a day of pro-
test every Thursday.”

He said lawyers have
also been asked to stage
protests against the pro-
posed amendment at dis-
trict level. Khan claimed
that a lawyers’ movement
to save the Constitution has
already begun. “Today, a
lawyers’ convention was
held in Peshawar. Next, we
will hold lawyers’ conven-
tions in Islamabad and then
in Rawalpindi.”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Sunday attended
the funeral prayer of police
officer Hamid Shah, who
was tragically killed during
recent protests.

The officer lost his life
while fulfilling his duty to
maintain public order.

Governor Kundi ex-
pressed his condolence to
the slain officer’s son,
brother, and fellow officers,
emphasizing that their sac-
rifice will always be remem-
bered.

He commended the
courage of law enforcement
personnel, saying that their
services are vital for the
country’s security and
public safety.

Kundi said that the

sacrifice of the slain officer
symbolizes the commit-
ment to maintaining peace
and stability in the coun-
try.

The funeral was at-
tended by Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi,
senior police officials, other
dignitaries, and a large num-
ber of citizens and police
personnel.  Strict security
measures were in place for
the event.

Attendees noted that
the Governor’s presence
was a gesture of solidarity
and brotherhood from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Po-
lice officers and family ex-
pressed that the Governor’s
attendance helped soothe
their grief after the tragic
loss, highlighting the unity
among the provinces.

JAMMU (INP): Protests
erupted in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir against the blasphe-
mous remarks made by a
Hindu priest, Yati
Narsinghanand.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the pro-
tests, comprising various
Islamic organizations, de-
manded immediate arrest
and execution of
Narsinghanand.

In Rajouri, protesters
took to the streets, raising
slogans against
Narsinghanand and de-
manding his arrest. The
protesters marched through
the main streets, calling for
accountability and con-
demning the blasphemous
comments.

Similarly, protests
were held in Jammu’s
Gujjar Nagar area, where

protesters gathered outside
the local mosque and raised
slogans and demanded ac-
tion against Narsinghanand.

The Jammu and Kash-
mir Muslim Personal Law
Board and other organiza-
tions have condemned
Narsinghanand’s remarks,
terming them “highly pro-
vocative and blasphe-
mous.”

The Board’s secretary,
Muhammad Tajamul Islam,
demanded Narsinghanand’s
immediate arrest and pros-
ecution.

“The remarks have
hurt the sentiments of
Muslims globally. We de-
mand strict action against
him,” Islam said.

Narsinghanand, a
priest from Uttarakhand,
has been notorious for
making inflammatory state-
ments off and on.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The funeral prayer of the
valiant martyr, Constable
Abdul Hameed Shah of
Islamabad Police, was held
on Sunday at Express
Chowk, with utmost re-
spect and honor.

According to police
statement the ceremony
was attended by Federal
Interior Minister Syed
Mohsin Naqvi, Governor
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KPK) Faisal Karim Kundi,
Interior Secretary Captain
® Muhammad Khurram
Agha, Chief Commissioner
Islamabad Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, IGP Islamabad
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, IGP
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar,
senior officers from
Islamabad, Punjab police
and Frontier Constabulary,

and a multitude of police
officers and other law en-
forcement agencies offi-
cials. IG Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, while paying tribute,
reaffirmed the indomitable
spirit of the police force to
defend and protect the citi-
zens, he added . IG empha-
sized that every member of
the force is committed to
upholding the values of
martyrdom, and they stand
united against any threat to
the community. He said the
sacrifice of Abdul Hameed,
who lost his life in the line
of duty, was commemo-
rated with somber rever-
ence. A vast gathering of
police officers and law en-
forcement officials, along
with Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi, offered
their final respects.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Levelling serious allegations
on PTI, KP Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi has said the
party transport terrorists in
Punjab and other cities in
the guise of protests and
sit-ins.

“The PTI wants to
disrupt Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
summit by inviting Indian
FM to address their pro-
test rally.

“They are treading
course of collision. They
have nothing to do with the
prosperity of the country.
They just know how to
commit corruption and
dance,” the KP governor
said.

In a statement, the
governor said PTI supplies
weapons to other cities
in the name of political
struggle, adding Inte-
r io r  Min ister  Mohsin
Naqvi had claimed that
100 Afghans were arrested
from PTI protest in
Islamabad.

To a question, Kundi
said dialogue with PTI is
not possible as it follows
anti-country agenda.

“They tried to sabo-
tage talks with IMF by
sending a letter to the fund-
ing agency, they created
May 9 violence and now
they wanted to disrupt the
tour of Malaysian PM,” he
alleged.

KARACHI (INP) - A
peaceful protest is the right
of every individual. But
politics is not given prefer-
ence over national interests.
Foreign investment does
not pour in where there is
political instability in the
country, Awaam Pakistan
Party leader Miftah Ismail
said while speaking at an
event.

“PTI must think that
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) sum-
mit is going to be held in
Islamabad on October 15.

“This is not the
proper time for protest in
the capital. Using KP state

machinery for the protest
and brining shells to the
protest venue is wrong,”
Miftah Ismail said.

The government
should give PTI permission
for a peaceful demonstra-
tion.

PTI should also hold
peaceful protests and shun
politics of violence and ha-
tred. Both PTI and govern-
ment should settle issues
taking one step back, the
Awaam Pakistan Party
leader said.

“Shehbaz Sharif
should not take the govern-
ment which does not have
people’s mandate.

ISLAMABAD (APP): All
Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence senior leader Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq has said In-
dia and Pakistan have a
real opportunity at the
upcoming Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization
(SCO) Summit to “break
the ice and engage construc-
tively.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, India on Fri-
day announced that Exter-

nal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will travel to
Pakistan to attend a con-
clave of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization
(SCO) in mid-October.

Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq in a post on X said:
“India and Pakistan have a
real opportunity at the up-
coming SCO Summit to
break the ice and engage
constructively. Hope they
heed to it.”


