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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah offer his condolence
to Chinese Consul General, Yan Yundong during meeting following the tragic
deaths of two Chinses nationals near Jinnah International Airport explosion,
held at the Chinese Consulate in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: All Parties Conference (APC) on Palestine and Gaza at Aiwan-
e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Russian Federa-
tion, Albert P. Khorev calls on Federal Minister
for Defence, Defence Production and Aviation,
Khawaja Muhammad Asif.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif records his remarks at the Embassy of the
People’s Republic of China.

KARACHI: A view of the cordoned-off area where
the wreckage of destroyed vehicles lies following a
deadly explosion near Karachi Airport occurred
late Sunday night.

All Parties Conference

Pakistan calls for end to Israeli
atrocities in Gaza on war footing

APC urges Islamic unity against Israeli aggression in Palestine; President Zardari vows to
continue raising Tel Aviv’s human rights violations at every forum; PM Shehbaz urges world to

act swiftly in stopping Israel from further bloodshed; Bilawal proposes high-power committee to
raise voice for oppressed Palestinians; JUI-F does not support two-state solution of Palestine

issue: Fazal; Calling for two-state solution tantamount to reversing principled stance: JI chief;
MQM-P demands sponsoring Palestinian children in Pakistani universities

Visits Chinese embassy to condole over Karachi incident

Perpetrators of Karachi attack
sworn enemies of Pakistan: PM

Sindh Governor
condemns terrorist

attack near
Karachi airport
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori on
Monday strongly con-
demned a terrorist attack
near Karachi Airport that
took place on Sunday night.

He expressed his grief
and sorrow over the killing
of two Chinese nationals.
The Governor said that the
terrorist attack was on Pa-
kistan-China friendship
and added it would not be
affected by such terrorist
attacks.

He said that the pro-
tection of the Chinese
people was the first prior-
ity of the government and
all resources would be used
in this regard.

He further said that
culprits involved in the ter-
rorist attack would not be
spared.

MQM-P hints at supporting
constitutional amendments

‘Don’t lecture us, fix your
own domestic problems,’
Pakistan to Afghanistan

Executive, judiciary bound
to obey top court’s orders
under constitution: CJP

Chinese Embassy
condemns attack near

Karachi airport

PTI founder
banned from

meeting family,
lawyers

RAWAPINDI (INP):  Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan
has been banned from meet-
ing his family, lawyers, and
party leaders at Adiala Jail,
where he is currently incar-
cerated.

According to media
reports, jail authorities have
cited security concerns as
the reason for this ban.

It revealed that the ban
on meetings imposed by the
Punjab government will be
in place until October 18
and will also apply to other
prisoners at Adiala Jail.

Earlier, Security agen-
cies expanded investiga-
tions and arrested six more
members of the jail staff
over aiding PTI founder.

The detained staff
members of the jail also in-
cluded three women,
sources said. “The detained
jail employees have been
included a sweeper, two
lady wardens and three
CCTV monitoring person-
nel,” sources said. Security
officials taken mobile
phones of the employees in
their custody. “Women
staffers were exchanging
messages between Bushra
Bibi and the PTI’s founder,”
sources said. Former Adiala
jail deputy superintendent
Zafar Iqbal recently returned
home after his arrest on
charges of aiding former
prime minister Imran Khan.

President
condemns

Karachi blast,
killing Chinese

nationals
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday condemned the
blast took that place near
Karachi airport on Sunday
night in which two Chinese
nationals were killed.

He expressed his deep
grief over the killing of Chi-
nese nationals and con-
veyed condolence to the
bereaved families.

He said that the anti-
state elements were poised
to damage Pakistan’s
progress and prosperity.

Sympathising with the
victim families, President
Zardari emphasised the ef-
fective action against the
perpetrators of the attack.

Soldiers martyred in North
Waziristan laid to rest

with full military honour

AI to make big
difference in next 35

years: Khalid Maqbool

Sindh CM reviews law
and order situation

Seeks report of explosion from
Home Minister, IGP

Imran Khan,
Gandapur
among PTI

leaders booked
for vandalism,

violence
ISLAMABAD (INP):  A
case has been registered
against several senior lead-
ers of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) for their al-
leged involvement in acts of
vandalism and blockage of
GT Road during a recent
protest in Islamabad.

The case, filed at
Tarnol police station,
names prominent PTI fig-
ures such as party Founder
Imran Khan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur,
Chairman Barrister Gohar,
opposition leader Omar
Ayub, Azam Swati, Amir
Mughal, Barrister Saif, and
350 unidentified activists.
The charges against them
are severe, including terror-
ism, attempted murder, and
other serious offences.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Po-
litical parties from across Pa-
kistan came together on Mon-
day at the All Parties Confer-
ence (APC) at the President
House, and passed a forceful
declaration condemning
Israel’s ongoing aggression in
Gaza and expressing unwa-
vering support for the Pales-
tinian people.

Representatives from
all major political parties,
reflecting a wide cross-sec-
tion of Pakistani society,
raised their voices in solidar-
ity with Palestine, calling for
an immediate ceasefire and
urgent international action.
The APC was also attended

by President Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

The declaration issued
at the end of the Confer-
ence said “We, the repre-
sentatives of the political
parties of Pakistan, repre-
senting a cross-section of
Pakistani society, met to-
day to express the follow-
ing with one voice”.

The parties stated
their deep concern at the
continuing brutal aggression
and genocide being commit-
ted by Israel against the
Palestinians, despite re-
peated calls for ceasefire
from the Organization of

Islamic Conference (OIC),
UN General Assembly, UN
Security Council, the Inter-
national Court of Justice
(ICJ), and the international
community.

Furthermore, the par-
ties also expressed their
profound alarm at the im-
punity with which Israel is
expanding the war theatre
and threatening regional
peace and security, and its
continued  violations of in-
ternational law and the UN
Charter, including its recent
aggression against Lebanon,
attacks in the West Bank,
the assassinations of leader
of Hamas in Tehran and the

Secretary General of
Hezbollah in Lebanon,
which constitutes a threat
to regional peace and secu-
rity.

“We express our un-
wavering support for the
inalienable right of the
people of Palestine and
Kashmir to self-determina-
tion; and for the relevant
OIC and UN resolutions on
Palestine that call for the
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from the occupied Palestin-
ian territories, and for a
peaceful and negotiated so-
lution to the conflict,” the
declaration added.

Recalling the resolu-

tion titled “Condemnation
of Israeli oppression and
Brutality against people of
Palestine” adopted by the
National Assembly of Pa-
kistan in its session held on
2nd August 2024, as well
as other relevant resolutions
adopted by the Parliament
of Pakistan, the All Parties
Conference expressed its
unequivocal condemnation
in the strongest possible
terms of Israel’s genocidal
campaign that has resulted
in the loss of over 42,000
lives, mostly women and
children, as well as griev-
ous injury to over 96,000
Palestinians.

KARACHI (INP):
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
Chairman Dr. Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui on Mon-
day hinted at supporting the
much-touted constitutional
amendments by saying that
if the amendments were ben-
eficial for people then his
party would be standing by
the government. Speaking to
the participants at a cer-

emony, Siddiqui said that
they were free to make deci-
sions while condemning the
opposition for impeding the
road to prosperity. “When-
ever artificial leadership was
brought forward, Pakistan
faced consequences. We will
oppose the quota system.
Matters will stay unresolved
until people who decide
merit will be recruited on
merit,” he added.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Chinese embassy said a
convoy carrying Chinese
nationals from the Port
Qasim Electric Power
Company was attacked
near the airport.

“The Chinese Em-
bassy and Consulate in Pa-
kistan strongly condemn
this terrorist act, express
deep condolences to the
victims of the two coun-
tries, and extend sincere

condolences to the injured
and their relatives,” said the
Chinese Embassy in a state-
ment.

“The Chinese embassy
and consulates in Pakistan
remind Chinese citizens and
companies in Pakistan to be
vigilant, pay close attention
to the local security situa-
tion, strengthen security
measures, and make every
effort to take safety precau-
tions,” it added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional
Training Dr Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui on Mon-
day underlined the need of
Artificial Intelligence, stat-
ing that it is going to make a
big difference in the next 35
years.

While addressing the
‘Space Week 2024’ open-
ing ceremony held at
Islamabad Model College
for Girls (IMCG) F/6-2, he
said the fear is that a billion
people will become irrel-
evant with arrival of artifi-

cial intelligence.
He said that Artificial

Intelligence has just been
discussed at the United
Nations,adding, the world
is utilising it, and we are
just getting started.

He said that there are
15 to 18 million youth in
Pakistan, which is also a big
challenge. He said that gov-
ernment is making sincere
efforts to provide employ-
ment opportunities for
youth.

He said in today’s
modern age everyone can
have equal opportunities.

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah presided over an
important meeting today to
review law and order situa-
tion in Karachi.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister said
the explosion near the air-
port is intolerable, such in-
cidents should not happen.

The Chief Minister
directed all law enforcement
agencies to further
strengthen their coordina-
tion with each other.

He also directed to es-
tablish a joint committee of
police and law enforcement
agencies to investigate the
blast near the airport.

Meanwhile: The Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah telephoned the

Sindh Home Minister and
IGP and had sought report
of an incident of explosion
near Karachi airport.

He directed to ascer-
tain the nature of explosion
by holding an Inquiry about
every aspect of the incident
and submit a report to him.

CM Murad said that
the roads leading to and
from the airport be cleared
so that no passenger could
face inconvenience. He also
directed the district admin-
istration to provide best
health facilities to injured
people.

At least two people
were killed and ten other
were injured in an oil tanker
explosion near Jinnah Inter-
national Airport in Karachi
on Sunday night.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa on Monday
remarked that executive and
judiciary are bound to obey
the orders of Supreme
Court under the constitu-
tion.

Apparently the in-
junction was issued by the
lower court against the de-
molishing of illegal struc-
ture in defying the top
court’s order, he said.

The court referred the
case of the judge who is-
sued a stay order against
the demolition of illegal
structures in Margalla Hills
to the Islamabad High
Court (IHC). The top
court asked the IHC to
view if there is any need to
take any action on this
matter.

The Supreme Court’s
bench headed by Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa heard the afore-
said case. The top court
withdrew the contempt of
court notice against
Luqman Ali Afzal, the

owner of a private restau-
rant in margalla hills na-
tional park.

During hearing, the
lawyer of Monal
Restaurant’s owner
pleaded that private res-
taurant building in
Margalla Hills was demol-
ished. We had offered that
the building should be used
by the government, he said.
The CJP questioned that
what will animals do with
the building in the national
park.

On the occasion the
chief  justice expressed an-
noyance over issuance of a
stay order by the lower court
against demolishing of ille-
gal structure and remarked
that it is so strange that Civil
Judge is stopping the imple-
mentation of the orders of
the Supreme Court.

The CJP questioned
that if the civil judge has
committed contempt of
court by granting a stay or-
der. He remarked that legal
actions should be taken
against such judges.

RAWALPINDI (INP): A
large number of retired and
on-duty officers of Paki-
stan Army, relatives and
locals attended the funeral
prayers of Pakistan Army
personnel who were
martyred in North
Waziristan clash on Mon-
day.

According to ISPR,
the martyred soldiers in-
cluded Lieutenant Colonel
Muhammad Ali Shaukat 43
who was laid to rest in
Faisalabad, Lance-Naik
Mohammad Ullah aged 31
buried in Khyber, Lance-
Naik Akhtar Zaman 30, in

Faisalabad, Lance-Naik
Shahid Ullah 29 in Tank,
Lance-Naik Yousaf Ali 31
in Orakzai and Sepoy
Shaheed Jamil Ahmad aged
26 in Swat.

It is necessary to men-
tion here that these Paki-
stan Army personnel em-
braced martyrdom while
fighting bravely with Fitna
al-Khawarij in North
Waziristan.

On this occasion par-
ticipants vowed that sacri-
fices rendered by these
Shaheed jawans for their
nation will be remembered
forever.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday strongly
condemning the attack took
place in Karachi on Sunday
night killing two Chinese
nationals and injuring an-
other, said the perpetrators
of this dastardly incident
could not be Pakistanis but
were the sworn enemies of
Pakistan.

Expressing his deep
shock and sadness over the
incident, the prime minis-
ter offered his heartfelt con-
dolences to the leadership
and the people of China,
particularly the families of
the victims.

The prime minister, in
a statement on his X
timeline, also prayed for
the early recovery of the
injured. He said that an im-
mediate investigation was
underway to identify the
perpetrators and bring
them to justice.

“Pakistan stands
committed to safeguarding
our Chinese friends. We
will leave no stone unturned
to ensure their security and
well-being,” he assured.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
visited the Chinese Em-
bassy, where he met the
Chinese Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong to offer his heart-
felt condolences over the
loss of Chinese citizens’
lives in a terrorist attack in
Karachi.

The prime minister
expressed deep sorrow and
anger over the loss of Chi-
nese citizens in the terror-
ist attack.

“The government is
fully mobilized to swiftly
identify those responsible
for this incident,” the prime
minister said.

He assured that after
identifying those respon-
sible, they will be brought
to justice without delay.

“The protection of the
lives and property of our
Chinese brothers in Paki-
stan is our top priority,” he
added.

The prime minister
emphasized the government
will not tolerate this heinous
conspiracy aimed at dam-
aging Pakistan-China rela-

tions.
He said he will person-

ally monitor the investiga-
tion of this incident assur-
ing that security arrange-
ments for foreign nationals
would be further strength-
ened.

The Chinese Ambas-
sador expressed gratitude to
the prime minister for the
swift response and the ini-
tiation of investigations fol-
lowing the terrorist incident
in Karachi.

He expressed confi-
dence in the Government of
Pakistan for effective inves-
tigations, swift identifica-
tion of the responsible ter-
rorists, and ensuring that
they are brought to justice
promptly.

He hoped that those
responsible for this incident
will be punished as soon as
possible.

Minister for Planning
and Development Ahsan
Iqbal, Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, and senior
officials from relevant de-
partments were present at
the meeting.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan on Monday cat-
egorically rejected a state-
ment by the Afghan foreign
ministry regarding the po-
litical situation in the coun-
try, asking the Afghan in-
terim government (AIG) to
focus on fixing its own do-
mestic problems instead of
lecturing a democratic
country.

In a statement today,
Foreign Office spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
rejected the “frivolous”
statement made by the
spokesperson of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of
Afghanistan on Sunday
calling it an “unacceptable”
and “deplorable” interfer-
ence in the domestic affairs
of Pakistan.

“Instead of lecturing
a democratic country, the

AIG should focus on fix-
ing its own domestic prob-
lems; prioritize
inclusivity; and be respon-
sive to needs and aspira-
tions of its own people
including the right to edu-
cation for women and
girls rather than curtailing
their rights through mis-
guided interpretation of
religion,” the spokesper-
son said.

She said the AIG
should also deliver on the
commitments given to the
international community
by denying space to terror
groups which were seri-
ously threatening peace
and security in the
neighbouring countries;
and by preventing Afghani-
stan from becoming once
again the centre of global
terrorism.

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza Wahab meeting with 17 mem-
bers delegation of Asian Development Bank.
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A bloody year
A year after Hamas and other Palestinian fighters
launched an unprecedented attack on Israel, the
Middle East stands at the precipice of a wider,
and potentially catastrophic war.

The Oct 7, 2023, events were a watershed
moment in this region’s turbulent history, compa-
rable to the two intifadas or the various Arab-
Israeli wars. Many in the West have pushed the
simplistic and dangerous narrative blaming the
Palestinian side for sparking the violence, and
attracting the barbaric Israeli backlash that has
few parallels in modern history.

But they forget that the suffering and humili-
ation of the Palestinian people predates Oct 7,
and can be traced back to the Nakba in 1948, and
the earlier Zionist colonisation of historical Pal-
estine. Over the decades, the Israelis have killed
and pillaged the Palestinian people with reckless
abandon, and what happened in October last year
was akin to an explosion of volcanic anger from a
population that had been brought to its knees
through a cruel siege. Using the Oct 7 attacks as
an excuse to wage endless aggression on the re-
gion, Israel has crossed all red lines — not that it
greatly respected the laws of war in earlier conflicts.
It has turned Gaza into a graveyard, slaughtering
nearly 42,000 people to date. Hospitals, schools and
refugee camps have all been turned into a grim mix
of blood and rubble, as Israel applies mediaeval
methods of violence to this small strip of land.

The apparent goal at the start of the conflict
was the elimination of Hamas and the repatriation
of Israeli hostages; one of the world’s best-armed
militaries — amply supported by the US and many
European states — has miserably failed on both
these counts.

Along with Gaza, Tel Aviv has set its sights on
Lebanon, again supposedly to destroy Hezbollah.
But while the Lebanese armed group has been se-
verely pounded, its fighters continue to resist the
Israeli invaders. Meanwhile, Lebanon has said that
over 2,000 people have been killed in Israeli vio-
lence over the last year. Going by UN official
Francesca Albanese’s sharp observation, for Israel
“there are no civilians” in Palestine and Lebanon.

Along with highlighting Israeli barbarity, the
post-Oct 7 scenario has exposed the hypocrisy of
the Western bloc, and the paralysis of Muslim states.
The West loves to hold forth on protecting human
rights, but perhaps to these states the people of
Gaza and Lebanon are sub-human.

The Islamic ‘fraternity’, meanwhile, has refused
to take any meaningful action against Israel and its
supporters as the Zionist state continues its geno-
cidal campaigns.

Today, thanks to Israeli aggression, and West-
ern appeasement, the Middle East could be con-
sumed by an immense conflagration, especially if
Tel Aviv strikes Iran. Meanwhile, the core issue of
Palestinian freedom has been all but eclipsed in the
fog of war.

Genocide in Gaza
Muhammad Ali

Siddiqi

The motto of the Israeli
Defence (IDF), according
to its website, is: “De-
fence is our mission, se-
curity is our goal.”One
wonders what the conno-
tations of the original in
Hebrew are.

Israel is the one
country in the world
where rivers of civilian
blood do not stir the rul-
ers’ conscience. There is
a reason why. It wants
the world to know what
matters is Israel’s sur-
vival. It will pursue this
aim fanatically. If in the
process people, commu-
nities and countries en-
ter a vegetative state,
that is not Israel’s con-
cern. Astonishingly, the
world has surrendered to
Israel’s ‘right’ to target
non-combatants as its
official policy. Visualise,
for a minute, the horrific
number of civilian casu-
alties when the Likud
government attacked
Khan Yunis on Dec 1 us-
ing air power, destroying
50 apartment buildings
bustling with life.

Defending one’s
country is the right of ev-
ery state, but this right is
exercised within the
framework of accepted
international laws and
usage. Israel has no con-
cept of such restraint in
theory or practice. That
is one reason why we do
not hear formal regrets
from Tel Aviv even when
civilians are killed by Is-
raeli fire.

In fact, IDF un-
leashes its fire on hospi-
tals, schools and tempo-
rary shelters notified in
advance, and gets away
with these crimes. The
only condemnation
comes from UN Secretary
General António Guterres
and occasionally the In-
ternational Court of Jus-
tice, as well as
organisations such as
Reporters without Bor-
ders, Human Rights
Watch, etc.

Collectively, the
Jewish people haven’t
forgotten the trauma of

their nearly 2,000 years in
Europe. Despite the relief
provided by modern age,
their persecution contin-
ued well into the 20th cen-
tury — Russian pogroms
and Nazi gas chambers.
These memories, besides
their expulsion from Pal-
estine in AD 70, made
them cling to one idea —
never again! Israeli poli-
cies are guided by this
raison d’être.

A list of the civilian
targets IDF has chosen to
attack since the Hamas
offensive of Oct 7 last
year will be incomplete
no matter how much you
google it. But by late
March this year, UN
records showed “more
than 200 Israeli attacks on
schools in Gaza, with at
least 53 schools totally
destroyed”. By July, “all
19 Gaza universities had
suffered severe damage
with 80 per cent of uni-
versity buildings de-
stroyed, 103 academics
killed, and 90,000 stu-
dents enrolled in higher
education no longer able
to pursue their studies”.
Unicef stated 85pc of all
schools in Gaza had been
hit by Israeli attacks.
Rescue teams said most
of the dead in schools
were women and children.

One particular phe-
nomenon that deserves
special attention con-
cerns Israel’s air and ar-
tillery attacks on apart-
ment buildings in the Gaza
Strip. So far, nearly 43,000
Palestinians have been
killed. Besides the attacks
on Palestinian civilians in
the West Bank, including
occupied eastern Jerusa-
lem, the IDF has hit the
Jabalia and al-Shati refu-
gee camps, ambulances
and hospitals — Al-Ahli
Arab Hospital, Al-Shifa
Hospital and Nasser
Hospital. Israelis are PR
specialists. They don’t
telecast anything self-in-
criminating. So why did
they allow the world to
view their acts of barbar-
ism in the Mediterranean
Strip on TV? In fact, their
TV showed the attacks
on apartment buildings
in Gaza round the clock.

Obviously, the purpose
behind exhibiting the
carnage was to give a
clear message to the
world: ‘this is what we
do to our enemies. Is
there anyone who can
stop us?’ There is no
one.

There is a long list
of Muslim and Chris-tian
religious sites destroyed
by Israel; the minimum
number of mosques de-
stroyed is 378. The BBC
has confirmed 72 inci-
dents of mosques being
da-maged or destroyed.

Less than a fort-
night after the Ha-mas
offensive on Oct 7, 2023,
Israeli bombing hit the
Chu-rch of Saint Porphy-
rius, where 500 people
were sheltering. On Nov
8, Israel flattened a Khan
Yunis mosque named af-
ter the great Muslim
general Khalid bin Walid.
The number of mosques
destroyed in November
was 60, while December
2023 saw Gaza’s Great
Mosque pulverised.
Other mosques hit in-
cluded the Great Omari
Mosque in Gaza City,
Sayed al-Hashim,
Othman bin Qashqar,
Katib al-Wilaya, Al-
Bukhari, Khalil Al-
Rahman, Al-Ansar,
Ahmed Yassin (at Al-
Shati refugee camp in
Gaza City) and the Al
Amin Muhammad
mosque at Khan Yunis.
The list is endless.

Among the
churches hit were the
Holy Family Church, the
Byzantine Church of
Jabalia and St Hilarion
Monastery.

Throughout history,
the Jewish people have
lived in peace and pros-
perity in the Muslim
world. In his remarkable
book My People, one-
time Israeli foreign min-
ister and scholar of Ara-
bic and Hebrew Abba
Eban, calls the Jewish
people’s stay in the
Arab-Turkish world their
golden period. Today,
the Zionist gratitude to
the Muslim world is seen
in the Gaza Strip.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Dangerous trap
Zarrar Khuhro

Last week an unusual
press conference took
place at the National
Press Club in Islamabad.
Held by the parents and
relatives of youth who
are languishing in jail on
charges of having
posted and/ or shared
blasphemous content
online, the speakers
called for the federal
government to consti-
tute an inquiry commis-
sion to probe into the
activities of the ‘blas-
phemy business group,’
that they claim had en-
trapped their loved ones
in false cases.

The existence of
such a group isn’t a fig-
ment of their imagination
or an attempt to shield
their loved ones from
consequences; the term
originates from a report
prepared by the special
branch of the Punjab
Police.

In it,  the special
branch accuses this
group of “trapping”
young people in blas-
phemy cases in an
“organised manner”.
This gang is, as per the
special branch, the com-
plainant in about 90 per
cent of such cases re-
ported to and registered
by the FIA and the vast
majority of those en-
trapped are Muslim
boys and girls in their
20s or even younger,
and who invariably hail
from poor or lower-
middle class families.
Several hundreds of
these young people are
languishing in jails
across Pakistan.

Typically, the pro-
cess starts by setting up
Facebook accounts and
WhatsApp groups
which purport to be dis-
cussion forums for reli-
gious affairs. Invitations
to join such groups are
then sent to the targeted
youth, with the invite
usually coming from the
account of a female gang
member.

Up until here it all
sounds innocent
enough, but what fol-

lows is anything but: in
one case, related by the
father of one of the vic-
tims, his son was con-
tacted by a woman who
started an online rela-
tionship with him before
sending him some ob-
jectionable content.
When he questioned
her, she claimed her
phone had been hacked
and asked him to send
her the material she had
posted so she would
know what he was talk-
ing about. Once he did
so, his father reports,
the FIA showed up to
arrest him a few hours
later on the charge of
disseminating blasphe-
mous content.

Similar stories
could be heard from all
the 40 or so families who
participated in the press
conference, almost all of
whom point out that the
FIA was ready to swing
into action against their
loved ones in record
time, which speaks to
the possible complicity
of at least some of its of-
ficials in this entire case
of entrapment.

As for what moti-
vates this group, the re-
port points to extortion
and blackmail as pos-
sible objectives and rec-
ommends that the FIA
launch a probe against
this gang and conduct
forensic examinations of
the mobile phones of the
complainants.

Disturbingly but
perhaps unsurprisingly,
the press conference
got little attention in our
national media (I have
seen no reports on TV
and only one in print)
and even the original
special branch report
was only covered by
the independent media
outlet FactFocus.

More disturbingly,
though unsurprisingly,
even though the report
was sent to the FIA, the
chief secretary Punjab
and also the chief min-
ister Punjab’s secretary
in January this year, no
action at all has been
taken.

In just the last few

months we have seen
no less than four killings
in the name of blas-
phemy. In May, Nazir
Masih of Sargodha was
accused of blasphemy
and badly beaten by a
mob. While he was res-
cued by police, he later
succumbed to his inju-
ries. In June,
Muhammad Ismail, a
tourist in Swat, was ac-
cused of desecrating
holy verses and lynched
by a mob who broke into
the police station to get
to their target. In Sep-
tember, Abdul Ali was
accused of blasphemy
in Quet-ta and, after a
violent mob tried to
storm the police station
in which he was being
held, he was shifted to a
more secure location
where he was gunned
down by a police officer
who was then lauded as
a hero by local clerics
and activists and lead-
ers of religio-political
parties.

Then was the case
of Dr Shahnawaz
Kunbhar of Umerkot
who was accused of
blasphemy and then
killed by police in a
staged encounter. Fol-
lowing this, the local
DIG and police officers
were feted and gar-
landed by jubilant cler-
ics.

But in a marked dif-
ference from the Quetta
and Swat cases, where
the families of the vic-
tims forgave the killers,
the family of Dr
Kunbhar demanded jus-
tice and their cries were
amplified by the thou-
sands who rallied in
Umerkot in a public pro-
test the likes of which we
have never before seen
in these cases.

Now, of course, the
pushback is underway
and the very parties who
incited his murder are ral-
lying to defend the po-
lice and justify their ac-
tions. After all, power
and the impunity that
power affords, is worth
preserving even if it
comes at such a terrible
cost.  -- Courtesy Dawn

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Fiasal Karim Kundi visits
Daudsons Armory at Industrial Estate.

Jam calls for boosting
rice exports, meeting EU

food safety standards
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan on Monday
emphasized the need to
increase Pakistan’s rice
exports and ensure
compliance with European
food safety standards,
citing the country’s 25%
share of the European rice
export market.

He said during a
meeting with the
representative of the Rice
Exporters Association of
Pakistan (REAP), a news
release issued here.

Pakistan holds 25%
of the European rice export
market compared to India’s
16%. To maintain this
competitive edge, Jam
Kamal highlighted the
necessity of collaboration
between the government
and exporters.

Rice exports play a
vital role in Pakistan’s
economy, ranking second
in export value after

cotton. Rice exporters are
a primary source of
revenue and employment,
with the government aiming
to increase exports from $4
billion to $6-7 billion in the
near future.

“We are focusing on
improving our standards to
meet international food
safety requirements,
especially in Europe,” Jam
Kamal added.

Recent diplomatic
developments include
discussions with
Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim on
expanding rice and meat
exports to Malaysia. A
Pakistani business
delegation, led by Jam
Kamal, will visit Malaysia
in November to explore
new opportunities.

Malik Faisal Jahangir,
Chairman of the Rice
Exporters Association of
Pakistan (REAP), said that
Pakistan’s rice exports face
fewer regulatory

challenges, with only 74
Rapid Alerts for pesticides
were issued last year,
compared to 264 for India.

Pakistan remains one
of the lowest-risk
countries concerning food
safety standards .
However, Jahangir
expressed concern over
potential harm to
Pakistan’s export
reputation from negative
campaigns.

Jam Kamal stressed
educating farmers to
improve rice production
quality and reduce alerts.
Balochistan, despite
producing a small quantity
of rice, cultivates some of
Pakistan’s best organic
rice.

He called for a joint
effort by stakeholders to
develop a five-year
strategy enhancing
Pakistan’s rice export
capacity and compliance
with international
standards.

Governor praises
industries for enhancing

Pakistan’s global standing
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Monday
commended industries for
its hard work, dedication,
and capabilities that have
heightened and enhancing
Pakistan’s reputation
internationally.

He expressed these
views during his visit to
Dawood Sons Arms Industry
here where he was welcomed
by CEO Hakeemuddin
Dawood and Ali.

The event was
attended by senior

officials, including
Maulana Abdul Jalil Jan
Senior Vice President of the
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Waheed Arif Awan
President of the Small
Industry Chamber,
businessman Muqeem
Khan, and other political
and business figures.

During the visit,
business leaders raised
their problems.

Governor Kundi
assured them that he would
liaise with relevant
authorities to ensure

proper electricity supply
and gas pressure,
emphasizing that meeting
the industry’s energy
needs would enhance
productivity and
contribute to economic
development in the
province.

He highlighted that
Dawood Sons Arms
Industry holds a
significant position not
only within the province
but also nationally and
internationally, deserving
commendation for its
contributions.

FBR poised to bring
2.8m households

into in tax net
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) is all set to
bring around 2.8 million
potential households into
the tax net that would
contribute approximately
Rs1.6 trillion to the
national economy.

“There are around 3.5
million top households
liable to pay taxes to the
government, however out
of which 2.8 million are not
paying taxes,”
Spokesperson FBR,
Bakhtiar Muhammad told
APP here.

The incumbent
government had embarked
upon a comprehensive plan
to enhance tax-to-GDP
ratio and resultantly the

number of tax filers as well
as tax collection went up
during the current fiscal
year (2024-25).

Bakhtiar said the filing
of tax returns witnessed an
impressive increase of 105
percent by going up from
last year’s 1.8 million to 3.7
million owing to prudent
policies adopted by the
government.

The board has decided
to impose 15 restrictions on
non-filers within two to
three months through a
finance bill, he said adding
the non-filers would not be
allowed to purchases of
properties and vehicles and
would not also travel
abroad or open current
account in any bank.

HYDERABAD: Laborers prepare bangles at a
workshop as demand of bangles increased in
Hyderabad.

ICE, ASITA sign MoU
of Cooperation, expect

direct flights to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The International Creatives
Exchange (ICE) and the
Association of the
Indonesian Tours and
Travel Agencies (ASITA)
has signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) to
start a direct air flight
operation between
Pakistan and Indonesia.

The ICE signed a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
the oldest tourism
association in Indonesia,
ASITA (Association of the
Indonesian Tours and
Travel Agencies) at the Al
Barkat Palace, South
Jakarta on Monday.

The MoU consists of
11 points which aims to
increase tourism for the
two friendly countries,
Indonesia and Pakistan.

Meanwhile talking to
the APP in Jakara

(Indonesia)
Atta Ul Karim, he

Chairman of ICE expressed
his appreciation on the
mutual cooperation, since
him self was born in
Pakistan and grew up in
Indonesia. He
unquestionably wishes to
do something impactful for
the benefits of both
countries.

“I was born in
Pakistan, but grew up and
successful in Indonesia. So,
I have to thank the two
countries,” Atta told the
APP in Jakarta, who was
wearing golden brown batik
at that time. “One of the
best way for it is by
continuously trying in all
possible ways to improve
tourism in the two
brotherly countries,” he
added. Atta looks at ASITA
as the right partner in
realizing his wishes.

SNGPL
cut 179 gas
connections

LAHORE (APP): The Sui
Norther Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL), in its on
going campaign against gas
theft and illegal usage,
disconnected 179 gas
connections across Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Islamabad, imposing fines
exceeding 4.8 million
rupees.

According to a
spokesman for the SNGPL,
in Multan and Sahiwal, 38
connections were severed
due to illegal gas usage,
resulting in fines totaling
210,000 rupees. Meanwhile,
Lahore and Faisalabad saw
44 connections cut, with fines
amounting to over 2 million
rupees. In Sheikhupura,
Gujranwala, and Gujrat, 17
connections were
disconnected for illegal gas
use, incurring fines of 1.55
million rupees. Additionally,
21 connections were
dismantled in Bahawalpur
and Rawalpindi for similar
violations.

Rupee sheds
13 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee on
Monday depreciated by 13
paisa against the US dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs277.64 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs277.51.

However, according
to the Forex Association
of Pakistan (FAP), the
buying and selling rates of
the dollar in the open
market stood at Rs278.25
and Rs279.75
respectively.

Dr Sajid-ur-Rehman says:

Cotton has significant
role in national
development

FAISALABAD (APP):
Cotton has a significant role
in national development by
stabilizing national
economy, therefore, a
comprehensive program has
been launched for revival of
this most precious crop on
war-footing, said Dr Sajid-
ur-Rehman Director
General Research Punjab.
Addressing a function
arranged at Ayub
Agricultural Research
Institute (AARI) to mark
the World Cotton Day here
on Monday, he said that
Pakistan was the fifth major

cotton producing country
and its economy mostly
depended on this crop. He
said that cotton was playing
an important role in national
development in addition to
creating employment
opportunities for a large
number of people while
southern Punjab had a lion’s
share in the production of
this crop.

He expressed concern
over decline in cotton
production and said that
use of latest technology
was imperative for
increasing production.

Jazz brings iPhone 16
to Pakistan for its

customers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Jazz, Pakistan’s leading
digital operator, has
announced a  partnership
with Mercantile, the
authorized Apple
distributor for Pakistan and
South Asia, to officially
introduce the iPhone 16
series phones to the
Pakistani market.

According to news
release, this collaboration
marks a pivotal moment in

delivering world-class
technology to local
consumers, further cementing
Jazz’s position as the
country’s foremost digital
leader. The iPhone 16 will be
available at all Jazz Business
Centers nationwide, ensuring
a seamless purchasing
experience for customers,
complete with PTA approval
and a limited Apple warranty
claimable through Apple-
authorized sellers.
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif alongwith students
of Girls College inaugurate Chief Minister Transport Program for Women.

Maryam inaugurates
transport program for
women in girls’ colleges

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif inaugurated
Chief Minister Transport
Programme for Women
with 76 buses for girls’
colleges across Punjab.

Nineteen buses were
given to women’s colleges
under the programme in
phase-I.  The CM on
Monday during a
ceremony met the students
of women’s colleges, who
presented her a bouquet.
The CM called the girls
students on stage while
inaugurating the transport

programme. She handed
over keys of buses to the
principals of 19 women’s
colleges. Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz inspected
the buses, and evaluated a
proposal to provide air-
conditioned buses for girls’
colleges. She was briefed in
detail by Secretary Higher
Education Dr. Farrukh
Naveed about the Program.
The CM was apprised that
buses would be provided
to 76 colleges in Punjab in
three phases.

In the first phase,
buses have been given to

19 tehsils deprived of
transport.  These tehsils
include: Bhakkar, Sialkot,
Chiniot Kamalia, Hasilpur,
Malakwal, Ferozewala,
Shorekot, Jatoi, Fateh
Jang, Hasan Abdal, Kot
Momin, Jalalpur Pirwala,
Kallar Syedan, Pindi Ghep,
Manchanabad and
Sharqpur. In the second
phase, girls colleges of
Nowshera Virkan, Dina,
Yazman, Pindi Bhattian,
Lalian, Bhawana, Kot
Addu, Taxila, Sarai Alamgir
and Pelaan would get
buses.

Punjab Governor says:

Pakistan attaches great
importance to bilateral
relations with Australia

LAHORE (APP):
Australian High
Commissioner to Pakistan
Neil Hawkins on Monday
called on Punjab Governor
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
and discussed climate
change, education,
agriculture, dairy sector
and promotion of bilateral
relations in the field of
sports during a meeting at
the Governor’s House.

The Governor Punjab
said that Pakistan attaches
great importance to
bilateral relations with
Australia, adding that
Pakistan wants to
collaborate with Australia
to develop agriculture
sector on modern lines.

He said Pakistan
wants to enhance bilateral
relations with Australia in
education, livestock,
agriculture, science and
technology.

He said that a large
number of Pakistani
students are studying in
Australian universities.

The Governor Punjab
hailed the Australian
government’s initiative of
giving scholarships to
Pakistani students.

Sardar Saleem Haider
Further said climate change
is a big problem and
underscored the need that
Australia and Pakistan
should work together to
deal with it.

LAHORE: Australian High Commissioner Neil
Hawkins meeting with Punjab Governor Sardar
Saleem Hiader Khan.

No one can stop Pak from
progress: Rana Mashood

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister’s Youth Program
(PMYP) Chairman Rana
Mashood Ahmad Khan has
said that Pakistan is
destined to progress and no
force can derail it from the
path of progress and
prosperity.

Addressing the prize
distribution ceremony of
the Annual Volunteers
Congress (VCON) at the
Ali Auditorium, Ferozepur
Road here on Monday, he
said, “Our forefathers made
innumerable sacrifices for

the creation of Pakistan
and it is the responsibility
of the youth to preserve
this land from all challenges
in all sectors including
health.”

The ceremony was
held under the aegis of the
Infection Prevention and
Control (IPAC)
Foundation for the
Volunteer Force Against
Hepatitis Transmission
(VFAHT).

Some 3500
volunteers from various
medical  colleges and

universi t ies work for
creating awareness among
the masses on the
infectious diseases.

Rana Mashood
Ahmad Khan said
Pakistan’s detractors have
made efforts to turn
Pakistan into a failed state,
adding that their efforts will
end in smoke.

He  said  t he
Shanghai Cooperation
Organ iza t ion  (SCO)
summit is going to be
held in  Pakistan next
week in Islamabad.

LAHORE: Chairman Prime Minister Youth
Program Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan addressing
the Annual Voluntary Congress Seminar of Ali
Institute of Education.

PPP KP Assembly
demands removal of CM
PESHAWAR (APP):
Parliamentary leader of
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Ahmad Karim Kundi on
Monday calls for Chief
Minister’s resignation.

Addressing press
conference, outside KP
Assembly Hall, Ahmad
Karim Kundi said that the
chief minister is mentally
retarded and not suitable
for this post.

He described the
Chief Minister as a “self-
imposed absentee” and
accused him of evading
accountability during a
crucial time for the
province. Kundi

emphasized the urgency of
convening a meeting of the
Council of Common
Interests within the next
90 days, which he claimed
had not been called, further
undermining governance.

He pointed out the
deteriorating law and order
situation in the southern
districts, saying that the
Chief Minister failed to
communicate with anyone
during his periods of
absence. “He talks about
traversing 12 districts, but
that is simply
unbelievable,” Kundi
asserted, insisting that the
sensitive province needs a
serious and engaged leader
not a film star.

“Act on emergency basis”
health minister directs for

anti dengue measures
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Punjab Health Minister,
Khawaja Salman Rafique
has directed the district
administration to utilize all
resources in the fight
against dengue issues
which has hit with
accelerated momentum.

“Act on an emergency
basis as our top priority is
to reduce the dengue
outbreak in Rawalpindi,”
said the minister while
charging a meeting to
review the recent dengue
situation. He directed the
administration to further
accelerate and widen the
outgoing awareness

campaigns along with strict
surveillance and
monitoring.

Salman Rafique urged
the public representatives
to consistently visit their
constituencies for a regular
eye on the situational
developments of dengue.

He said that CM
Maryam Nawaz has been
reviewing the dengue
situation in the district and
has directed the public
representatives to play their
due role in the dengue
eradication. He further
observed that the dengue issue
could be completely defeated
by the support of citizens.

Constable
shot dead over
marriage dispute
FAISALABAD (APP): A
police constable was shot
dead over marriage dispute
in the area of Chak Jhumra
police station,here on
Monday.

Police spokesman
said that one constable
Shahid Haleem r/o Chak
No.191-RB Malloani
Harlan was purchasing daily
use items from a shop
when his rivals opened fire
at him. As a result, the
constable received serious
bullet injuries and was
rushed to hospital but in
vain as he breathed his last
amid intensive care
treatment.

2 killed over
land dispute in
Lakki Marwat

LAKKI MARWAT
(APP): A father and son
were gunned down on
Monday in the Wanda
Zarif area of Lakki Marwat.

According to the
private news channels, the
incident happened over a
land dispute.

The police reached
the spo t  immedia te ly
after the incident was
repor ted .  The police
officials said that the first
information report (FIR)
was lodged against the
killers and further
investigation is underway.

LDA seals 60 properties
for illegal commercial use
LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) on
Monday sealed 60
properties in its ongoing
operation against illegal
commercial use and non-
payment of commercial
fees.

According to a
spokesman for the
authority, the town
planning wing had
successfully sealed over
five dozen properties of the
provincial capital.

LDA teams focused
their efforts on Johar
Town, Khayaban-e-
Firdousi and surrounding
regions, sealing two dozen
illegal commercial
properties, including well-
known restaurants, food
outlets, showrooms,

bakeries, and cafes.
The operation was

conducted under the
supervision of Chief Town
Planner-II Azhar Ali and
directed by Ali Nusrat, the
Director of Town Planning
Zone IV.

Previously, LDA
teams had targeted
properties on Multan Road
and in Gulberg, sealing
approximately three dozen
properties in total. On
Multan Road alone, a
dozen illegal commercial
properties were sealed.
Additionally, teams from
Town Planning Zone III
took action in Gulberg,
sealing two dozen
properties involved in
illegal commercial use and
outstanding commercial
fees.

ATC sends 129
PTI workers to
jail on judicial

remand
LAHORE (APP): An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Monday sent 129 Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
workers, involved in the
October 5 violence, to jail
on a 14-day judicial
remand. Earlier, the police
produced the accused
workers before ATC Judge
Irfan Haider and sought
their physical remand. The
police submitted that the
custody of the accused was
required for recovery and
investigations.

In response, the
counsel for the accused
opposed the remand plea
and requested the court to
discharge their clients.

Israeli strikes batter
Beirut in heaviest

bombardment so far
Monitoring Desk

BEIRUT: Israeli air attacks
battered Beirut’s southern
suburbs overnight in the
most intense bombardment
of the Lebanese capital since
Israel sharply escalated its
campaign against Iran-
backed group Hezbollah last
month. During the night, the
blasts sent booms across
Beirut and sparked flashes
of red and white for nearly
30 minutes visible from sev-
eral kilometres away. It was
the single biggest attack of
Israel’s assault on Beirut so
far, witnesses and military
analysts on local TV chan-
nels said.

On Sunday a grey
haze hung over the city and
rubble was strewn across
streets in the southern sub-
urbs, while smoke columns
rose over the area. “Last
night was the most violence
of all the previous nights.
Buildings were shaking
around us and at first I

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a mosque sheltering
displaced people, in Deir Al-Balah, in the central Gaza Strip.

26 killed in Israeli
strike on Gaza
mosque, school

Saudi king to undergo
medical tests for lung
infection: royal court

Monitoring Desk
GAZA/CAIRO: At least
26 people were killed and
93 others wounded when
Israeli airstrikes hit a
mosque and a school shel-
tering displaced people in
the Gaza Strip early on
Sunday, the Gaza govern-
ment media office said.

Palestinian health of-
ficials said at least another
20 people had been killed
since Saturday night in
northern Gaza.

The Israeli military
alle-ged there were com-
mand and control centres of
Hamas in Ibn Rushd School
and the Shuhada al-Aqsa
Mosque, in the area of Deir
al-Balah in central Gaza.

The mosque has been
here for 20 years, and the

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman has a lung in-
fection and was set to un-
dergo medical tests on Sun-
day night, the Royal Court
said in the latest update on
the ageing monarch’s health.

King Salman “will un-
dergo some medical tests
this evening, ...based on the
recommendations of the
royal clinics, due to a lung
infection,” said the state-
ment carried by the official
Saudi Press Agency.

The 88-year-old king
has been on the throne since
2015, though his son,
Mohammed bin Salman, 39,
was named crown prince in
2017 and acts as day-to-
day ruler.

Saudi Arabia, the
world’s biggest crude oil
exporter, has for years
sought to quell speculation
over King Salman’s health.

The monarch’s well-

being is rarely discussed,
but the Royal Court dis-
closed in May that he was
undergoing a treatment
programme involving anti-
biotics after he was admit-
ted to hospital for tests.
Soon after it announced he
had recovered.

The previous month
he was admitted for “rou-
tine examinations” and left
later the same day.

Prior to that, he was
hospitalised in May 2022,
when he went in for a
colonoscopy and stayed for
just over a week for other
tests and “some time to
rest”, the official Saudi
Press Agency reported at
the time.

He was also admitted
to hospital in March 2022
to undergo what state me-
dia described as “success-
ful medical tests” and to
change the battery of his
pacemaker.

neighbourhood has dis-
placed people,“ imam
Ahmed Fleet said.

The Hamas-run Gaza
government media office
said Israel had struck 27
houses, schools and dis-
placement shelters across
Gaza in the past 48 hours.

Medics said an Israeli
airstrike killed three Pales-
tinians in Rafah, near the
border with Egypt, where
Israeli forces have been op-
erating since May. The Is-
raeli army on Saturday is-
sued new evacuation orders
in parts of Nuseirat camp
in the central Gaza Strip
forcing families to flee.

Palestinian and UN
officials say no place in the
enclave is safe, including the
humanitarian zones.

Trump on the stump,
Harris hits airwaves in
razor-edge US election

Nov 5.
Trump lost Wisconsin

in 2020 and this will be his
fourth visit in eight days.
Harris was there earlier this
week, holding a rally in
Ripon, birthplace of the
Republican Party, where
she appealed to moderate
and disgruntled conserva-
tives.

Trump’s visit comes
on the back of a theatrical
campaign return on Satur-
day to the same venue in
Butler, Pennsylvania,
where he narrowly avoided
a would-be assassin’s bul-
let back in July.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: With
just one month left in a dead-
locked US presidential elec-
tion, Donald Trump headed
to the battleground state of
Wisconsin on Sunday, as
rival Kamala Harris kicked
off a week-long media in-
terview blitz.

Polls have the Re-
publican and Democrat
can dida tes  n eck an d
neck, fueling a high-cost,
high-intensity scramble
for each and every wa-
vering voter in the seven
key states that are likely
to decide the outcome on

Cash-strapped Maldives
president in India to

repair frail ties

France to host
Lebanon aid
conference
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: France will host an
international conference this
month to help drum up hu-
manitarian aid for Lebanon
and strengthen security in
the southern part of the
country, French President
Emmanuel Macron said on
Saturday. “We will hold in
the next few weeks a con-
ference to provide humani-
tarian aid, support the in-
ternational community, and
support the Lebanese armed
forces boost security, espe-
cially in southern Lebanon,”
Macron said after a meeting
of French-speaking coun-
tries in Paris.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Maldives
President Mohamed
Muizzu was given a red
carpet welcome on his first
state visit to India Mon-
day, a trip Prime Minister
Narenda Modi said
marked a “new chapter” to
reset troubled ties.

Pro-China Muizzu
came to power a year ago
on a promise to evict doz-
ens of Indian troops de-
ployed in his small but
strategically located archi-
pelago.

Most South Asian
leaders are invited to New
Delhi soon after they as-
sume office, but it has
taken almost a year for In-
dia to accord Muizzu a
state visit.

India however on
Monday rolled out finan-
cial support to bolster
Male’s struggling
economy, with Muizzu
and Modi discussing “en-
ergy, trade, financial link-
ages and defence coopera-
tion”, India’s foreign min-
istry said.

thought it was an earthquake.
There were dozens of strikes
- we couldn’t count them all
- and the sounds were deaf-
ening,” said Hanan
Abdullah, a resident of the
Burj al-Barajneh area in
Beirut’s southern suburbs.

Videos posted on so-
cial media, which Reuters
could not immediately
verify, showed fresh dam-
age to the highway that
runs from Beirut airport
through its southern sub-
urbs into downtown.

Israel said its air force
had “conducted a series of
targeted strikes on a num-
ber of weapons storage fa-
cilities and terrorist infra-
structure sites belonging to
the Hezbollah terrorist or-
ganization in the area of
Beirut”. Lebanese authori-
ties did not immediately say
what the missiles had hit or
what damage they caused.

This weekend’s in-
tense bombardment came

Khamenei
decorates

commander for
Israel attack
Monitoring Desk

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme
leader has decorated the
Revolutionary Guards aero-
space commander for the
Islamic republic’s missile
attacks on arch-foe Israel,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s
website said on Sunday.
“Ayatollah Khamenei pre-
sented the Order of Fath (
“Conquest” in Farsi) to
General Amirali Hajizadeh,
commander of the Guards
Aerospace Force,” it said.
Hajizadeh, 62, has headed
the Guards aerospace unit
since its creation in 2009.

just ahead of the anniver-
sary of the October 7 at-
tack by Palestinian militant
group Hamas on southern
Israel in which some 1,200
people were killed and more
than 250 taken hostage, ac-
cording to Israeli figures.

The target of Israel’s
airstrikes across Lebanon
and its ground invasion in
the south of the country is
the Lebanese armed group
Hezbollah, Iran’s chief ally
in the region. More than
2,000 people have been killed
in nearly a year of fighting,
most of them in the past two
weeks, according to the Leba-
nese health ministry. The
ministry said on Sunday that
23 people had been killed on
Saturday. The United Na-
tions’ refugee chief said on
Sunday that there were
“many instances” where Is-
raeli airstrikes had violated
international law by hitting
civilian infrastructure and
killing civilians in Lebanon.

US scientist duo
win Nobel for gene

regulation breakthrough
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: US sci-
entists Victor Ambros and
Gary Ruvkun won the
Nobel Prize in Medicine on
Monday for their discov-
ery of microRNA and its
role in how genes are regu-
lated.

Understanding the regu-
lation of gene activity has
been an important goal for
decades, the Nobel jury said.

If gene regulation goes
awry, it can lead to serious
diseases such as cancer, dia-
betes, or autoimmunity.
“Their groundbreaking dis-
covery revealed a com-
pletely new principle of
gene regulation that turned
out to be essential for mul-
ticellular organisms, includ-
ing humans,” the jury said.

Collaborating but
working separately, the
pair conducted research on
a 1-millimetre roundworm,
C. elegans, to determine
why cell mutations oc-
curred and when.

They discovered
microRNA, a new class of
tiny RNA molecules that
play a crucial role in gene
regulation, which in turn
allows each cell to select
only relevant instructions.

Their findings were
published in two articles in
1993. “The seminal discov-
ery of microRNA has intro-
duced a new and unex-
pected mechanism of gene
regulation,” Thomas
Perlmann, secretary general
of the Nobel Assembly, told
reporters.

“MicroRNAs are im-
portant for our understand-
ing of embryological devel-
opment, normal cell physi-
ology and diseases such as
cancer,” he said. Ambros,
70, is a professor at the
University of Massachu-
setts medical school while
Ruvkun, 72, is a professor
at Harvard Medical School.

The pair will receive
their Nobel prize, consist-
ing of a diploma, a gold medal
and a $1 million cheque,
from King Carl XVI Gustaf
in Stockholm on December
10, the anniversary of the
1896 death of scientist
Alfred Nobel who created
the prizes in his last will and
testament. Last year, the
medicine prize went to
Katalin Kariko and Drew
Weissman for work on mes-
senger RNA (mRNA) tech-
nology that paved the way
for Covid-19 vaccines.

Italian prosecutors
accuse 7 people, 2
firms over flawed
Boeing plane parts

Monitoring Desk
MILAN: Italian prosecu-
tors on Saturday accused
seven people and two sub-
contractors of crimes in-
cluding fraud and breaching
airplane safety rules fol-
lowing an investigation into
suspected flawed parts
produced by an Italian
company for Boeing.

The prosecutors
launched their investigation
in late 2021, opens new tab
after Boeing said some parts
for its 787 Dreamliner
plane supplied by a com-
pany working for Italian
aerospace group Leonardo
(LDOF.MI), opens new tab
had been improperly manu-
factured. Investigators
found that two Italian sub-
contractors used cheaper
and non-compliant forms
of titanium and aluminium
to make certain parts, sav-
ing significant sums of
money on their raw mate-
rial costs.
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a meet-
ing to review law and order situation, at CM House in Karachi.

KARACHI:  Supporters of Tehreek-e-Bedari-e-
Ummat-e-Mustafa (SAWW) are holding protest
demonstration against Israeli aggression and
atrocities on the Gaza Strip and solidarity with the
Palestinians, held at M.A Jinnah road in Karachi.

LARKANA: Leaders and supporters of Jamat-e-
Islami (JI) and Peoples Party (PPP) are holding
protest demonstration against Israeli aggression
and atrocities on the Gaza Strip and solidarity with
the Palestinians, held in Larkana.

KARACHI: Journalists protest against Israeli
aggression under the auspices of Karachi Press
Club in the Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Chinese Ambassa-
dor Jiang Zaidong in Federal Capital.

HYDERABAD: Residents of Latifabad No.10 are
holding protest demonstration against high hand-
edness of police, at Hyderabad press club.

Efficient coordination, development
of contingency plans critical
for national resilience: PM

Chairperson Justajoo
Foundation meets

Commerce Minister

Haleem Adil urges immediate
release of PTI leaders amid
escalating political turmoil

Shaping future drivers:

Karachi traffic
police hosts

school safety
program

KARACHI (INP): On the
directives of DIG Traffic
Karachi, Ahmad Nawaz,
the Karachi Traffic Police
organized a road safety
awareness program at
Karachi Public School. The
initiative aimed to educate
schoolchildren about traffic
rules and promote safe road
practices.

The traffic awareness
team delivered training ses-
sions, highlighting the im-
portance of road safety and
the role children can play in
ensuring their own safety as
pedestrians and future driv-
ers. The program empha-
sized that creating a safer
future for children is a top
priority for the Karachi
Traffic Police. “We are com-
mitted to protecting the lives
of children and ensuring they
grow up with the knowledge
of proper traffic conduct,”
said a spokesperson from
the traffic police.

Traffic Police
hosts “School

Safety Program”
KARACHI (APP): The
Karachi Traffic Police or-
ganized a road safety
awareness program at
Karachi Public School.
The initiative aimed to
educate schoolchildren
about traffic rules and
promote safe road prac-
tices.

The traffic aware-
ness team delivered train-
ing sessions, highlighting
the importance of road
safety and the role chil-
dren can play in ensuring
their safety as pedestrians
and future drivers. The
program emphasized that
creating a safer future for
children is a top priority
for the Karachi Traffic
Police.

“We are committed
to protecting the lives of
children and ensuring they
grow up with the knowl-
edge of proper traffic con-
duct,” said a spokesper-
son from the traffic police.

At the conclusion of
the session, the staff of
Karachi Public School ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Traffic Police for or-
ganizing the valuable and
informative program.

Khana Badosh café
hosts literary session

on novelist Kafka

SAU Vice Chancellor urges
agriculture graduates to focus on
startups, entrepreneurial ventures

JIT to probe terror
attack Karachi

airport: CM Murad

President calls for focusing
on constructing climate
resilient infrastructure

DC revises price list of
essential commodities

Government to dissolve two
authorities of Health Ministry

Pakistan assures to apprehend
perpetrators of Karachi attack

killing Chinese engineers

56 Pakistanis,
languishing in

Sri Lankan jails,
return home

ISLAMABAD (INP): As
many as 56 Pakistanis, 51
males and five females, who
had been languishing in Sri
Lankan jails for the last sev-
eral years, arrived at
Islamabad airport on board a
chartered plane on Monday.

With tears in their
eyes, they thanked the gov-
ernment of Pakistan for fa-
cilitating their return.

One of the aged
women said she was ex-
tremely thankful to the
government which enabled
her to return to Pakistan.
“You have done a great
favour to me and other Pa-
kistani prisoners, which
will remain etched in our
memories,” she said.

Another Pakistani
prisoner said it was all made
possible by the untiring ef-
forts made by Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi and
Federal Minister for
Privatization Abdul Aleem
Khan. “The condition in-
side the jail was pathetic. I
am grateful to The Al-
mighty Allah that finally I
am home.”

Amir Muqam
criticizes KP

CM’s statement
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for States
and Frontier Regions,
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan, Engr Amir
Muqam on Monday
slammed the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur for
remaining missing from the
scene while leaving work-
ers in the predicament out-
side the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa House in
Islamabad following con-
frontation between law en-
forcement agencies and the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) supporters to stop
the KP CM’s arrest.

Speaking at a press
conference, Muqam said
that people were brought
from KP on assurances for
transfer postings, adding
that resources at the KP
government’s disposal were
misused with impunity.

He lashed out at the
PTI leaders for inviting
Minister of External Affairs
of the Government of India
Jaishankar to protest while
terming the KP CM a cow-
ard who fled the scene in
distress.

Naqvi expresses
solidarity with

China following
Karachi blast

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi visited the Chinese
Embassy on Monday to
meet with Chinese Ambas-
sador Jiang Zaidong to ex-
press deep sorrow over the
tragic death of two Chinese
nationals in the Karachi ex-
plosion.

During the meeting,
Minister Naqvi conveyed
heartfelt condolences to the
families of the victims and
assured the Chinese ambas-
sador of Pakistan’s solidar-
ity with the government
and people of China. He
briefed Ambassador Jiang
on the details of the inci-
dent and the progress in the
ongoing investigation.

PHC stops KP
govt from using
discretionary

funds
PESHAWAR (Online):
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) has issued written
order to stop KP govern-
ment from using discretion-
ary funds.

The case against dis-
cretionary funds of Chief
Minister (CM) KP came
up for hearing in PHC
Monday.

The court issued writ-
ten order of  hearing.

It has been said in the
order that discretionary
fund has been included in
annual development plan.
Supreme Court had rejected
utilization of block alloca-
tion funds.

It has also been said in
court orders that provincial
government has amended
ADP policy.

The court sought re-
ply from KP government
till October 9.

Islamabad
terrorism case
LHC approved

till October
15 interim

bail of PTI SG
LAHORE (Online): Lahore
High Court (LHC) has ap-
proved till October 15 in-
terim bail of PTI Secretary
General Suleman Akram
Raja in Islamabad terrorism
case.

Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) has approved  in-
terim bail of Suleman Akram
Raja till October 16 in 3
cases registered against him
in connection with PTI
Lahore protest.

The protective bail
plea of Suleman Akram Raja
in terrorism case registered
against  him in Islamabad
came up for hearing in LHC.

A two members bench
of LHC presided over by
Justice Shahbaz Rizvi took
up the petition for hearing
Monday.

The court approved
interim bail of Suleman
Akram Raja till October 15.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here terrorism case is
registered against Suleman
Akram Raja in secretariat
police station Islamabad.

Aleem urges PM to activate
diplomatic channels to highlight

Israeli atrocities in Palestine

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has said that efficient
and effective coordination,
development of contin-
gency plans and risk com-
munication to farthest com-
munities was critical for
national resilience.

‘National Resilience
Day’ is a motivation for us
to embrace the best prac-
tices and implement poli-
cies and strategies aimed at
fortifying our nation’s re-
silience, the prime minister
said in a message on the
occasion of National Resil-
ience Day.

He said the
government’s policy initia-
tives should encompass
various sectors, including
safe development of infra-
structure, improved disas-
ter preparedness, poverty
alleviation, safer spatial
land use planning, adher-
ence to building codes, effi-
cient water resource man-
agement, sound agricultural

practices, and increased af-
forestation nationwide, in-
cluding coastal areas.

“The 8th of October
reminds us of the devastat-
ing earthquake of 2005 – a
great tragedy that befell
upon Pakistan and Azad
Jammu & Kashmir. Our
heartfelt prayers go to all
those who endured loss of
lives and properties,” he
added.

After the devastating
2005 earthquake, the floods
of 2022 were a mega disas-
ter surpassing all past
records, he said adding that
the people and institutions
of Pakistan had always
shown immense resolve and
demonstrated ability to re-
surface amidst catastrophes
and national crises, induced
by climate change and en-
vironmental hazards.

He said Pakistan was
facing an immense impact
of climate change despite
not being responsible for it.
Frequent recurrence of un-

predictable extreme events
have given devastating blow
to our struggling economy.

He commended the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
of Pakistan for its hard
work to have evolved a
tested mechanism as a na-
tional response towards
such natural calamities.

Key components of
our national response in-
clude proactively working
at reducing vulnerability to
disasters and providing
coping mechanisms and
framework for effective di-
saster management.

He expressed his sat-
isfaction that NDMA’s
National Emergencies Op-
eration Center (NEOC) had
the best capacities in man-
agement of national disas-
ters. “NEOC is founded on
high-end technology inputs
to create disasters’ early
warnings much ahead of
time - saving lives and in-
frastructure.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Monday strongly
condemned the heinous ter-
rorist attack near Karachi
airport took place on Sun-
day night killing two Chi-
nese engineers and injuring
another, and assured to
bring the perpetrators to
justice.

“This deplorable act
of terrorism is an attack not
only on Pakistan but also
on the enduring friendship
between Pakistan and
China...We remain resolute
in bringing to justice those
responsible for this cow-
ardly attack, including the
Majeed Brigade,” Foreign
Office spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
in a statement.

She said that

Pakistan’s security and law
enforcement agencies
would spare no effort in
apprehending the perpetra-
tors and their facilitators.

“This barbaric act will
not go unpunished,” she
assured. The spokesperson
extended deepest condo-
lences and sympathies to
the families of the victims,
both Chinese and Pakistani,
and prayed for the swift re-
covery of the injured.

She said that the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs was
in close contact with the
Chinese Embassy for coor-
dination and facilitation.

She said that Pakistan
and China were close part-
ners and iron-brothers,
united by a bond of mutual
respect and shared destiny.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Zain-ul-Abideen Memon
chaired a meeting to deter-
mine the prices of essential
commodities on Monday.

The meeting was at-
tended by Assistant Com-
missioners, officers from
the Bureau of Supply and
Prices, Livestock, Agricul-
ture and other relevant de-
partments as well as repre-
sentatives from the Flour
Mills Association, Dal
Mills Association and vari-
ous trade organizations.

According to a hand-
out, the deputy commis-
sioner in consultation with
traders prepared a new list
of prices for essential com-
modities.

Addressing the partici-

pants, Zain-ul-Abideen
Memon stated that despite
the decrease in the prices of
petrol, diesel and the dollar,
the market prices of com-
modities had not yet de-
creased, therefore, a new
price list was being prepared
in collaboration with traders.
He said to improve the price
control system, Assistant
Commissioners and
Mukhtiarkars will be as-
signed duties at the vegetable
market to monitor the bid-
ding early in the morning.

The DC further said
that market committee of-
ficers will be assigned the
duty of delivering the
daily price list to every
shop and cart, and If the
list was not displayed,
action will be taken.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Khana Badosh writer’s café
in its weekly series of liter-
ary session organised an
event in connection with the
Kafka century on Sunday.

The program featured
Akbar Leghari, Naveed
Sandilo and Kaleem Butt
while  professor Amar
Sindhoo hosted the event.
Amar Sindhu said that Kafka
was  that writer who had an
influence on the great writ-
ers of every region of the
whole century and now that
it has been 100 years since
his death, it is the century of
Kafka in the whole world.

While presenting the
biographical sketch of
Kafka, She said that Kafka’s
literature was actually writ-
ten under the biographical

influence of Kafka himself
and Kafka’s personal life,
both romantically and sexu-
ally, was a victim of Kafka’s
constant hatred of his body
shape and appearance.

Amar said that
Lafka’s weak personality
was always the personal-
ity of his father. Because of
them, depression, sadness,
and senselessness of his
personality, which was a
part of him, was an emo-
tionally distressed person
who considered himself
weak and oppressive in the
relationship between father
and son.

She said that romantic
life  of the novelist  was also
failed, his engagements
kept breaking up and his
romantic relationship.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has called for focusing on
constructing climate-resil-
ient infrastructure to miti-
gate the impacts of climate
change.

He stressed the need
to educate the people about
disaster risk management,
and mitigation, and actively
engage the communities to
promote a culture of disas-
ter preparedness.

“Today we are ob-
serving National Resilience
Day, which reminds us of
the devastating earthquake
of October 8, 2005, that
claimed thousands of lives”,
he said in a message on the
occasion of National Resil-
ience Day.

The destruction it
brought to our cities and
villages remains etched in
our memory. However,
amid this catastrophe, our
nation displayed an unpar-
alleled spirit of resilience
and unity and generously
helped the affected people,
the president said.

He also extended his
deepest gratitude to the in-
ternational community,
friendly countries, civil so-
ciety, welfare and charity
organizations that extended
their invaluable support in

the aftermath of this earth-
quake. Their support and
solidarity not only helped
us rebuild our roads, edu-
cation, health and other in-
frastructure but also gave
hope to the affected people,
enabling them to rebuild
their lives, he said adding
that in recent years, the
looming threat of climate
change has made Pakistan
more vulnerable to natural
disasters.

He highlighted that
rising temperatures, unpre-
dictable weather patterns,
and extreme weather events
such as floods, droughts,
heatwaves, and landslides
posed a potential threat to
the infrastructure and lives
of our people.

Furthermore, he added
that the frequency and in-
tensity of climate-related
calamities had increased in
Pakistan, it had become es-
sential to invest in the ca-
pacity building of our na-
tional and provincial disas-
ter management authorities
and enhance their disaster
preparedness.

“We need to equip our
relevant institutions with
the latest technologies, ex-
pertise, and resources to ef-
fectively respond to emerg-
ing challenges.”

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
government has announced
plans to dissolve two au-
thorities under the Health
Ministry, sources said on
Monday. According to
source, the decision will be
taken to ensure cost-cutting
measures and streamlining
healthcare services.

Sources said that the
Islamabad Blood Transfu-
sion Authority and the Hu-
man Organ Transplant Au-
thority will be merged with
the Islamabad Healthcare
Regulatory Authority, re-
sulting in a significant re-
duction in staff.

Earlier today, the Pa-
kistan government decided
to dissolve the Ministry of
States and Frontier Regions
(SAFRON).

The SAFRON minis-
try will be merged into the
Ministry of Kashmir Af-
fairs and Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB), following recommen-
dations from the
Rightsizing Committee.

The administrative
wing of the Ministry of
SAFRON will be dissolved,
and a special committee
will be formed to decide the
future of Jammu & Kash-
mir State Properties.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President of the Istehkam-
e-Pakistan Party (IPP),
Abdul Aleem Khan, on
Monday, called upon Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif to
activate diplomatic chan-
nels to highlight the atroci-
ties being committed by Is-
rael in Palestine.

Addressing all Parties
Conference, convened by
the government to mark a
year of Israel’s barbarism in
Palestine he said, “I  urge
the prime minister to acti-
vate diplomatic efforts,
reach out to the heads of

Islamic countries, and work
towards uniting the Mus-
lim world on the issue of
Palestine.”

The moot was at-
tended by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Chairman
of Senate Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani, federal cabinet
members, PML-N Presi-
dent Nawaz Sharif, PPP
chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
Jamat-e-Islami Ameer
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman
and leaders of other main-
stream political parties.

HYDERABAD (APP):
The Vice Chancellor of
Sindh Agriculture Univer-
sity (SAU) Tandojam, Dr.
Fateh Mari has called
upon agriculture graduates
to align their education
with entrepreneurial ven-
tures and startups.

He encouraged them
to create job opportuni-
ties not only for them-
selves but also for other
young professionals. He
was addressing a two-day
training workshop titled
“Startups and Innovation
Ecosystem” organized by
the Department of Eco-
nomics at the Faculty of
Social Sciences’ in col-
laboration with the Na-
tional Incubation Center
(NIC) Hyderabad, on
Monday.

According to the

SAU spokesperson, Dr.
Mari underscored the vast
potential of the agricul-
tural sector, emphasizing
that graduates should de-
velop business models and
startup initiatives focused
on agriculture.

He stated that the
university aims to support
its students in capitaliz-
ing on these opportuni-
ties, particularly through
such training programs
that offer practical knowl-
edge and guidance.

“There is immense
potential in agriculture
for innovative business
ideas.

Our graduates must
step forward to explore
these opportunities and
contribute to the economy
through agri-business ini-
tiatives,” Dr. Marri added.

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah on Monday chaired an
emergency meeting to dis-
cuss the law and order situ-
ation in Karachi, particu-
larly in the wake of the re-
cent explosion near the
city’s airport.

The meeting was at-
tended by top officials, in-
cluding the Minister of In-
terior, IG Sindh, DG Rang-
ers, and Commissioner
Karachi.

A powerful suicide
bomb blast in Pakistan’s
port city of Karachi tar-
geted a convoy transport-
ing Chinese nationals late
on Sunday, killing at least
three people and wounding
10 others.

As per the initial in-
vestigation, the suicide
bomber was waiting for the
Chinese convoy near Jinnah
airport to approach before

executing the attack.
During the meeting

today, CM Murad Ali Shah
directed the formation of a
joint investigation commit-
tee comprising police and
law enforcement agencies to
probe the airport blast. The
committee will conduct a
thorough investigation into
the incident.

During the meeting,
the chief minister termed
the blast “unacceptable”
and stressed the need for
improved coordination
among law enforcement
agencies. He instructed the
police and other agencies to
enhance their intelligence
gathering efforts to prevent
such incidents.

The meeting also fo-
cused on strengthening co-
ordination among law en-
forcement agencies to en-
sure the safety and security
of citizens.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Chairperson Justajoo Foun-
dation Sadaf Raza Waraich
called on Federal Minister
for Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan in his office.

On this occasion,
Sadaf Raza Waraich ap-
prised the Minister about
the social activities being
carried out by her social
platform for the welfare of
destitute and marginal seg-
ments of life.

She said that Paki-
stani Women are very hard
working and proving their
potential in every spheres
of life.

Sadaf said that in
Hyderabad a large number
of Women are attached with

different kinds of business
including bangle manufac-
turing, Embroidery, Ajrak
and traditional fields.

She said that our Foun-
dation was making every ef-
fort for the development of
Hyderabad city, Justajoo
Foundation will play its role
in helping the poor in ev-
ery way.

Sadaf Raza further
said that work of our foun-
dation is to bring improve-
ment in the field of health
and education

Federal Minister Jam
Kamal Khan assured her to
visit Hyderabad soon.
Later, Sadaf Raza Waraich
presented Sindhi Ajrak and
topi to Jam Kamal Khan.

KARACHI (INP): Presi-
dent of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Sindh,
Haleem Adil Sheikh, has
expressed grave concerns
over the deteriorating situ-
ation in the country, calling
for the immediate release of
Imran Khan and all PTI
leaders.

In a statement, Sheikh
criticized the disregard for
public opinion, warning
that decisions made behind
closed doors are fueling
public resentment.

He emphasized that
political stability cannot be
achieved through the use of
force against peaceful citi-
zens. Instead, he urged that
decisions be made in the
best interest of the nation
while considering the will
of the people.

Sheikh condemned
corrupt politicians who,
have looted the nation and
stolen the people’s man-
date, tarnishing Pakistan’s
reputation globally. He
called for their removal from
government and stressed
that Imran Khan represents

the true voice of the nation,
demanding his immediate
release along with other PTI
leaders, who are unjustly
imprisoned under fabricated
charges by the current fas-
cist regime.

Sheikh stated that the
fascist Sindh government
has fabricated numerous
false cases across Sindh to
unjustly arrest PTI leaders.
He added that the nation has
awakened and now stands
shoulder to shoulder with
Imran Khan.

On a separate note,
Haleem Adil Sheikh reacted
to the recent explosion near
Karachi Airport, expressing
deep sorrow over the loss
of lives. He condemned the
attack on a convoy of for-
eign nationals, calling it a
deplorable act by anti-state
elements aimed at harming
the country’s integrity.

Sheikh urged swift
action against those re-
sponsible and vowed that
patriotic Pakistanis would
never compromise on the
nation’s development and
security.

KARACHI: Provincial Minister Sardar Muhammad
Bakhsh Khan Maher presiding over a meeting.


