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CJPrejects PTI’s objection
to bench hearing
Article 63-Areview plea

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa
on Wednesday rejected the
PTI’s objection to the for-
mation of the bench hear-
ing review petition of the
Article 63-A case.

Earlier, the hearing
turned sour when there was
a bitter exchange between
PTI’s Syed Mustafin
Kazmi and the chiefjjustice.

As PTI’s Barrister Ali
Zafar came to the rostrum,
his fellow counsel Kazmi
followed him and objected
to two judges — Justice
Naeem Afghan and Justice
Mazhar Alam — on the re-
constituted bench.

The chief justice ex-
pressed his anger and called
police to oust Advocate
Kazmi from the courtroom.

When the hearing re-
sumed, Barrister Ali also
objected to the formation of

the CJP-led bench.

The bench took into
account his objection dur-
ing the proceedings and
“unanimously” rejected the
objection.

Barrister Ali submitted
that he filed the review ap-
plication late due to which
it was not fixed for hearing.
Chief Justice Isa asked him
when the application was
filed; you must have filed it
in the morning?

Barrister Ali replied
that he filed the application
but the office of the Su-
preme Court did not ap-
prove it.

He said he needed
time to present argu-
ments. He has to consult
PTI founder Imran Khan on
the case.

He submitted that you
[the CJP] said it is a consti-
tutional matter. “Imran

Khan is a former prime
minister and is also a peti-
tioner, he understands the
constitution and he knows
what to say. Consult him
on the matter.”

The chief justice asked
him to start arguments, and
Barrister Ali said that
means “you are rejecting my
request to meet Imran
Khan.”

Justice Nacem Afghan
said you could have met
him yesterday, to which Ali
said the PTI founder is in
jail.

The chief justice said
that if he had to consult the
PTI founder, he would have
told him yesterday and the
court would have issued an
order. In the past, the court
had called the PTI founder
on video link, and had ar-
ranged a meeting with the
lawyers.
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif, along wifh PML-N
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President Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, distribute cheques during a ceremony
for the “Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar” (ACAG) program at the Expo Center.

CM, Nawaz distribute cheques
to beneficiaries qualified for
loans under ACAG program

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, along with
PML-N President
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif,
attended a cheque distribu-
tion ceremony for the
“Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar”
(ACAG) program at the
Expo Center, here on
Wednesday.

During the event, they
personally engaged with
beneficiaries who qualified
for loans under the pro-
gram, distributing checks to
them. A documentary re-
lated to the “Apni Chhat,
Apna Ghar” initiative was
presented at the ceremony.

In her address, Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
expressed her gratitude to
Nawaz Sharif, stating that
his presence was essential
for the event’s significance.
She emphasized that the
vision behind this program
was driven by PML-N
President Nawaz Sharif.

The CM noted that
the dream of Pakistan’s
progress, which began in

the 1980s, is personified by
Nawaz Sharif. She stated
that the “Apni Chhat, Apna
Ghar” program is a mani-
festation of his vision, and
she often updates him on
its progress. She high-
lighted his guidance to
dedicate her efforts to
public service and main-
tain integrity in her work.
The CM announced
that this program, which
aims to provide 700 billion
rupees over five years, is
making significant strides.
She expressed satisfaction
in disbursing the first
tranche of loans to the pub-
lic within a short span of
one and a half months.
Maryam Nawaz men-
tioned that they received
500,000 applications, lead-
ing to the decision to assist
the same number of indi-
viduals. The initiative aims
to provide loans for land-
owners in urban areas (from
one to five marlas) and ru-
ral areas (from one to ten
marlas) to help realize the
dream of home ownership.
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ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral

Naveed Ashraf exchanging views with Italian Am-
bassador Marilina Armellin at Naval Headquarter.

PTI failed to timely conduct
intra-party elections: ECP

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has said
that under Sections 208 and
209 of the Elections Act
2017, all political parties
are required to hold intra-
party elections within five
years in accordance with
their party constitution.
Initially, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was
supposed to conduct its
intra-party elections by
June 13,2021, but were not
held on time, said a state-
ment issued by ECP here
Wednesday. The ECP
served repeated reminders
on PTT and before serving a
show-cause notice on July
27,2021, it further said. In
response, PTI requested a
one-year extension, citing
COVID-19 pandemic. The

ECP granted extension on
the request of PTI, extend-
ing the deadline to June 13,
2022. However, PTI sub-
mitted incomplete intra-
party election documents
under Form 65 in June 2022
to the ECP and despite re-
peated reminders, the party
continued to delay the sub-
mission of required docu-
ments.

Despite inordinate de-
lay, the ECP has shown
flexibility throughout the
process and granted many
opportunities to PTI to
meet its constitutional re-
quirements. “However, the
responsibility for the slow
progress rests with the
PTI, as the ECP continues
to work to legally resolve
the matter,” the statement
further said.

Pakistan calls for
de-escalation of
hostilities, conflict

resolution in ME

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Wednesday ex-
pressed deep concern over
the escalating hostilities
in the Middle East, urg-
ing all parties to priori-
tize peace.

“In recent months, Is-
rael has increasingly acted
in violation of international
law and the UN Charter re-
sulting in grave humanitar-
ian crisis. Israel has endan-
gered regional peace and
security with the ongoing
genocide in Gaza. The re-
cent invasion of Lebanon
has further intensified
these tensions, affecting the
lives of innocent civilians,”
the Foreign Office Spokes-
person said in a press state-
ment.

The people of Pales-
tine, Lebanon, and the
wider region deserved to
live free from fear and vio-
lence. It was crucial for all
sides to step back from the
brink and for the interna-
tional community to take
swift action to de-escalate
the situation.

Irfan Siddiqui
calls on Fazl,
conveys Nawaz’s

message

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Senator
Irfan Siddiqui visited the
residence of Jammiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F)
chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman on Wednesday.

Irfan Siddiqui con-
veyed the special message
of the PML-N’s President
Nawaz Sharif to the JUI-F
chief.

During the meeting,
ongoing political situation
of the country and consul-
tation was held on consti-
tutional amendments.

Two inmates die
in armed attack
on district jail

in DMJ

DERA MURAD JAMALI
(INP): An armed attack on
the district jail in Dera
Murad Jamali resulted in
the deaths of two inmates
and left three others in-
jured on Wednesday. The
assailants opened fire on
the jail, creating chaos
within the facility. During
the confrontation, one of
the attackers was wounded
and subsequently arrested
by the jail authorities.

visit at Islamabad.

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif welcoming the prime inister
of Malaysia Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim upon his arrival on a 3-day official

LAHORE (INP): Amid on-
going protests by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in
different areas of Punjab,
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Presi-
dent Nawaz Sharif asked
incarcerated party founder
Imran Khan to learn humil-
ity and refrain from mak-
ing tall claims.

“You reap what you
sow,” the three-time prime
minister said to jailed PTI
founder while addressing a
ceremony related to
“Apna Ghar Apni Chat”
Scheme.

His statement came as
PTI continues its anti-gov-
ernment campaign, with
party workers and sup-
porters staging protests
in different areas of
Punjab.

Without naming the
PTIL, the ruling party presi-
dent said the ruling party
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
was not interested in the
development of the prov-
ince.

“They come Punjab
with tear gas shells,” the
PML-N chief said hinting
at PTI protesters.

Nawaz also asked
which of the “tall prom-
ises” the PTI had fulfilled.
“Their performance is zero
and they stage protest
whenever they get a
chance,” he added.

“I think such elements
should be dealt with
strictly.”

Moreover, the former
premier also expressed dis-
appointment with his sup-
porters and voters, stating

Nawaz asks Imran to learn humility,

refrain from making tall claim

“As you sow, so shall you reap”, PML-N president
tells incarcerated PTI founder

that they never raised their
voice against his ouster from
power in 2017.

“You never asked that
so many good things are
taking so why Nawaz
Sharif is being removed
[from power],” the PML-
N chief said adding that
proud and dignified nations
always raise their voices
against any injustice.

“Where is the Billion
Tree [programme], where
are the 350 dams [...] They
[PTI] claimed to build 5
million houses. Still, they
could not provide a single
one,” the PML-N presi-
dent questioned as he ac-
cused the Imran Khan-
founded party of promot-
ing “violence, bloodshed
and politics of protests” in
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the country.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naq_ﬁ chairing a meet-
ing regarding preparation of SCO Summit.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior Mohsin Naqvi chaired
a high-level meeting at the
Ministry of Interior regard-
ing the preparations of up-
coming Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO)
Summit.

The meeting was at-
tended by top officials, in-
cluding the Federal Secre-
tary Interior, Additional
Secretaries, Chief Commis-
sioner Islamabad, IG Police
Islamabad, Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad,
Deputy Commandant FC,
Sector Commander Paki-
stan Rangers, and represen-
tatives from security agen-
cies.

During the meeting, se-
curity arrangements for the
SCO Summit were re-
viewed in detail.

The Interior Minister

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime
signed the MoU on behalf of Government of Pakistan with Danish Government.
Finance Minister for Finance and Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb, Federal Min-
ister for Commerce Jam Kamal and Federal Minister for Industries Rana Tanveer
were present on the occasion.

Interior Minister
reviews preparations
for SCO’s meeting

approved a comprehensive

plan to ensure foolproof

security during the summit.
He emphasized the signifi-
cance of hosting the SCO
Summit in Pakistan, stating
that several heads of state
will attend.

He called it an honor for
the entire nation. He stated
that special arrangements
for beautification and clean-
liness of Islamabad will be
made on the occasion of the
SCO Conference.

The Interior Minister
stated that in order to en-
sure foolproof security, ad-
ditional personnel from Pa-
kistan Army, Rangers, FC,
and Punjab Police will be

deployed.
He underscored that all
relevant  departments

should play their assigned
role with mutual coopera-
tion.

Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh

Govt to privatize
PIA by end of
year: FM

ISLAMABAD (INP): Fi-
nance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
has reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to privatising Paki-
stan International Air-
lines (PIA) and three
power distribution com-
panies (Discos) before
the end of 2024.

In a media interview
he said that the incum-
bent government will
complete the
privatisation of the na-
tional carrier along with
three power distribution
companies (Discos) be-
fore 2024 culminates.

The privatization of
PIA, initially set to con-
clude by October 1, has
been postponed to Octo-
ber 31 due to low bidder
interest, ongoing court
cases, aging fleet issues,
and civil aviation con-

Malaysian PM
arrives to a red
carpet welcome

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
warmly received Malay-
sian Prime Minister Dato’
Seri Anwar Ibrahim who is
undertaking a three-day of-
ficial visit to Pakistan.

Upon his arrival at the
airport, children clad in tra-
ditional attire presented
bouquets to the Malaysian
Premier.

He was also given a
static guard of honour by
smartly turned out contin-
gent of Pakistan Army
while 21-guns boomed in
the background as gesture
of warm welcome.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
members of the federal
cabinet were also present
to welcome the visiting dig-
nitary.

The Malaysian prime
minister is accompanied

During his stay, he will
hold meetings with the
leadership of Pakistan.

Premier Anwar
Ibrahim is undertaking the
official visit at the invita-
tion of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

The two sides will dis-
cuss a wide-ranging agenda
to further strengthen Paki-
stan-Malaysia ties in di-
verse fields including trade,
connectivity, energy, agri-
culture, halal industry, tour-
ism, cultural exchanges and
people-to-people con-
tacts.

They will also discuss
regional and global devel-
opments.

“Pakistan and Malay-
sia enjoy strong bilateral
ties anchored in history,
culture and faith. This visit
provides an important op-
portunity to further
strengthen Pakistan-Ma-
laysia relations,” Foreign
Office said in an earlier
press release.

by a high level delegation.
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ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar wel-

comes the Foreign Minister of Malaysia Dato Seri
Utama Haji Mohamad Bin Haji Hasan, on his ar-
rival at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Bilawal warns of confrontation
if constitutional amendment
not passed before Oct 25

“Matter will be resolved peacefilly, if the amendment
passed before October 25,” says PPP chief

ISLAMABAD (INP): As
the coalition government
determined to pass a judi-
ciary-centric constitutional
package, Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
warned of potential con-
frontation if the proposed
amendments did not pass
before October 25 — the
retirement date of the in-
cumbent chiefjustice.

Last month, the coali-
tion government made a fu-
tile attempt to pass a
‘closely-guarded’ constitu-
tional package amid specu-
lation about a potential ex-

tension in the tenure of Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa.

However, the govern-
ment failed to even table the
amendments in parliament
after JUI-F chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman refused to
support the government’s
judicial package, leaving the
contentious amendments
hanging in the balance.

Ostensibly, the govern-
ment was short of 13 votes
in the National Assembly
and nine in the Senate as the
said legislation requires a
two-thirds majority in both
houses.

Pakistan, Denmark sign
MOVU for restructuring
in Maritime sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Maritime Af-
fairs Qaiser Ahmed Shaikh
on Wednesday signed the
memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on the
behalf of Pakistani govern-
ment and Denmark’s Min-
ister for Industry, Busi-
ness and Financial Affairs
Morten Bodskov from the
Danish government.

Denmark’s Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Jacob
Linulf presented the signed
document of Danish Min-
ister in this ceremony, said
a press release.

After this MOU,
Maersk (Danish Shipping
Company) was ready to

invest almost two billion
dollars in Pakistan’s mari-
time sector. Minister for
Finance Mohammad
Aurangzeb, Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal,
Minister for Industries
Rana Tanveer, Additional
Secretary Maritime Affairs
Umar Zafar Sheikh and Sec-
retary SIFC Jameel
Qureshi were also present
in this MOU signing cer-
emony.

On this occasion,
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh said
that we are extremely
thankful to the Govern-
ment of Denmark on this
remarkable breakthrough in
maritime sector.

Six top BLA terrorists killed
in major Harnai operation

QUETTA (INP): Security
forces personnel have killed
six top terrorists belonging
to banned Balochistan Lib-
eration Army (BLA) dur-
ing a major intelligence-
based operation in Harnai
area of Balochistan.

According to sources,
security forces successfully
conducted the intelligence-
based joint operation
against BLA hideouts on
September 12, 2024 in
Harnai region of
Balochistan.

According to reliable
sources in BLA, as a result
of'the operation, six impor-
tant terrorists of BLA were
gunned down in the opera-
tion.

The slain terrorists

were identified as Shafu
Samalani alias Tadin,
Sarmad Khan alias Dasteen,
Muhammad Gul Murri
alias Wahid Baloch, Ghulam
Qadir Murri alias Anjeer
Baloch, Ubaid Baloch alias
Fida and Taj Muhammad
alias Babul, the sources
added.

Meanwhile, Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
paid rich tribute to the se-
curity forces for the suc-
cessful intelligence-based
operation against the
banned BLA in Harnai.

In his message, the In-
terior Minister said that the
security forces once again
carried out a successful op-
eration and killed six terror-
ists.
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Constitutional courts

The decision-makers in Rawalpindi and Islamabad
should have taken the hint. Instead, their deter-
mination to have the controversial ‘constitutional
package’ bulldozed through parliament with an-
other attempt is now uniting the legal community

in anger and indignation.

Over the weekend, some 300 lawyers from
across the country — including some of the most
notable names in the profession — signed on to
an open letter addressed to the judges of the su-
perior judiciary, urging them to refuse to take any
part in a ‘constitutional court’ that is set up un-
der this government’s secretive legislative

agenda.

Saying that they recognise the Supreme Court
and the high courts as the only ‘constitutional
courts’ of the country, the lawyers warned the
judiciary against repeating past mistakes, regret-
ting, in particular, that “Our higher judiciary has,
for many decades now, lent legitimacy to a sus-
tained assault on our Constitution and on our

democracy”.

Underlining their opposition to the proposal
to set up a new ‘constitutional court’, these rep-
resentatives of the legal community have made it
clear that, in their eyes, such a court would be
considered a PCO court, “and those who take the
oath to serve on it will be PCO judges”.

This is unusually strong phrasing by the law-
yers’ community. While they doubtless would
have debated the merits and demerits of a consti-
tutional court more congenially in a different con-
text, right now, the brightest minds in the profes-
sion are seeing it as an existential challenge: a
move that represents a continuation of the series
of assaults launched by military dictators on
Pakistan’s constitutional order in the past.

There is no question that the timing of the
move has tainted its intent — perhaps irrevoca-
bly. After all, the government has made it clear
that it has little regard for the judiciary and its
prerogatives. Perhaps the proposal would have
been seen more charitably had the government
demonstrated that it is as subservient to the law
like everyone else. Instead, it chose to disregard,
even sabotage, express orders of the Supreme
Court on multiple occasions, with the latest be-
ing in the reserved seats case.

Given that it has established that it will not
obey legal authority except when it is bent in its
favour, how can it expect any court established
by it to be seen as fair and impartial? It is even
more troubling that the government wants to
handpick the judge who will sit atop this pro-
posed constitutional court. This will not only com-
promise the new court further but also potentially
sully the reputation of whichever judge agrees to
lead it.The lawyers have agreed that they will not
engage with this idea because they do not see it
as rooted in good faith. The judiciary, too, must
soon make its position known.

Unseen horrors

Mahir Ali

When yet another
Sudanese civil war
erupted in April 2023, the
then year-old Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine contin-
ued to hog the attention
of the so-called interna-
tional community. Now,
as Israel supplements its
bombardment of Beirut
with ground incursions
into Lebanon almost a
year after launching an
open-ended genocidal
assault on Gaza, the in-
tensifying catastrophe in
Sudan is still struggling
to attract anything more
than cursory concern and
the usual platitudes.
WHO Director-Gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus has a pos-
sible explanation. “I think
race is in the play here.
... We see the pattern
now,” he told the BBC last
month, after describing
the “destruction, dis-
placement, diseases ev-
erywhere, and now fam-
ine” that he witnessed
during a visit to Sudan.
The violent tussle
for power between rival
military forces has
claimed at least 20,000
lives, mostly among civil-
ians; up to 12 million
people have been dis-
placed from their homes;
there is mass starvation
bordering on famine as
the cultivation of food
crops has dwindled and
the conflict interferes
with aid delivery. On top
of everything, there are
appalling indications of
the 2003 genocide in
Darfur being resumed by
the same perpetrators:
the Janjaweed militia,
which evolved into the
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) now competing for
power with the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF).
The RSF and the
SAF jointly carried out
the 2021 coup that
crushed tentative hopes
of a transition to some
kind of democracy after a
popular uprising in 2019
led to the end of Omar al-
Bashir’s 30-year dictator-
ship. The duumvirate
formed by Mohamed

Hamdan Dagalo, the RSF
chief better known as
Hemedti, and the SAF’s
General Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan crumbled when
the latter insisted on a
relatively rapid integra-
tion of the RSF into the
regular armed forces.
Sudanese civilians have
paid the price, as evi-
denced last week when
the SAF embarked on a
fresh effort to retake
Khartoum.

Both sides have jus-
tifiably been accused of
atrocities, although the
RSF and its associates
appear to be well ahead
of the SAF in perpetrat-
ing sexual violence. Sys-
tematic rape as a weapon
of war was a prominent
part of the Janjaweed
modus operandi, and it
remains a favourite form
of torture for the RSF,
alongside arbitrary ex-
ecutions of young males,
especially in its vicious
campaign against non-
Arab ethnic groups.

At the UN General
Assembly last month,
Burhan, invited as
Sudan’s de facto head of
government despite the
limits of his authority,
appealed for international
initiatives to stop the
flow of weapons to the
RSF in order to end the
war (and, although he
didn’t say it out loud,
consolidate his power).
His remarks were widely
interpreted as a salvo
aimed primarily at the
UAE, which, notwith-
standing denials from
Abu Dhabi, has been
outed as the RSF’s big-
gest arms supplier, its lar-
gesse ranging from hi-
tech Chinese drones to
Serbian munitions.

A New York Times
investigative report co-
authored by Declan
Walsh revealed last
month how an Emirates
Red Crescent hospital in
Chad, near the Sudanese
border, set up ostensibly
to aid refugees from
Sudan, mainly treats in-
jured RSF combatants,
and is situated next to
drone hangars and a mu-
nitions storage facility.

The drones help to stave
off threats to arms deliv-
ery convoys. Back in
July, a Guardian report
revealed that Emirati
passports had been
found in a part of
Omdurman, across the
Nile from Khartoum, after
it was retaken by the SAF
from the RSF, indicating
that the UAE may be “co-
vertly putting boots on
the ground”. The discov-
ery was described by
analysts as “a smoking
gun” that called into
question Abu Dhabi’s
denials about its alleged
favouritism in the
Sudanese conflict.

The UAE president
stuck with his narrative
during his meeting with
Joe Biden last week, as
the US president hailed
his country as a “major
defence partner” — an
accolade hitherto re-
served for India — and
refused to call out the
controversial role of a
key Gulf ally that is a reli-
able customer for the US
military industrial com-
plex. The UAE leader-
ship, seen as indebted to
the RSF for its nation’s
misadventure in Yemen,
may also be guided by
Israel’s penchant for dis-
regarding the occasional
verbal diatribes from
Washington, as long as
the military and intelli-
gence supply chains it re-
lies on remain intact. And
they do.

Sudan is coveted for
its vast gold reserves and
extended Red Sea coast-
line, and the UAE is not
the only pebble on the
beach.

The Wagner Group
was once allied with the
RSF, but Russia now
backs Burhan, reports
suggest, alongside the
likes of Egypt, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia and even
Ukraine — not to men-
tion Iran. Russia and
China, alongside the
US and its European al-
lies, are all part of the
21%-century scramble
for Africa. But the UAE
might possibly have
trumped them all. --
Courtesy Dawn

New generation

Sohail Habib

At a recent parent-
teacher meeting at an elite
school, a parent com-
plained of her son’s poor
performance in Urdu. The
teacher told her not to
worry, as all his class-
mates were facing prob-
lems in Urdu. This is the
dilemma of our new gen-
eration, the Gen Z-ers,
born between the mid-
1990s and the late 2010s.
In fact, Gen Z-ers are the
first true digital natives,
with technology
seamlessly integrated
into their lives, unlike pre-
vious generations, who
are digital immigrants.
Among their two billion
worldwide, Pakistan is
home to seven million —
the fifth-largest Gen Z co-
hort after China, India, In-
donesia and Nigeria.

American sociolo-
gist George Ritzer ex-
plains the dilemma of the
new generation in The
McDonaldisation of So-
ciety. ‘McDonaldisation’
refers to the pervasive
expansion of the prin-
ciples of the fast-food
chain: speed, conve-
nience and
standardisation for di-
verse societies and geog-
raphies. The ensuing cul-
tural globalisation has
the advantage of being
democratic in nature, but
the associated
homogenisation threat-
ens diversity.

Previous genera-
tions learnt through au-
ditory delivery and
manual practices; Gen Z-
ers learn digitally and vi-
sually. Not surprisingly,
many skills are becoming
redundant such as callig-
raphy, classical music
and the learning of orien-
tal languages. Parenting
styles are also changing.
Previously, we saw heli-
copter parenting, with ex-
cessive parental involve-
ment and control in
children’s lives. Today,
Gen Z students are expe-
riencing a ‘CIA’ style of
parenting, where
progress and grades are
monitored through tech-
nology.

Cultural
globalisation also fea-
tures speed and effi-
ciency, manifested in au-
tomated banking ser-
vices, online shopping
and self-checkout
counters. However, the
downside of excessive
automation is
dehumanisation which
leads to poor tolerance in
times of stress. Dubbed
the ‘loneliest genera-
tion’, Gen Z-ers face anxi-
ety owing to disruptive
technologies, economic
uncertainty and loss
linked to the Covid pan-
demic. Moreover, previ-
ous generations would
spend their free time
socialising in person,
which releases mood-el-
evating chemicals in the
body. But this is missing
in the emoji- and text-
driven interactions of our
youth on social media
platforms today. They
frequently suffer from
FOMO, ‘the fear of miss-
ing out’, and so cannot
stay away from their
phones for too long.

Gen Z-ers are rela-
tively more pragmatic
than their predecessors.
They focus more on skills
than on theory and pre-
fer certification over de-
grees. Although they ex-
hibit more entrepreneur-
ial qualities compared to
previous generations,
they are more conserva-
tive and prudent when it
comes to finances. This
shift is mainly shaped by
the perma-crisis of the
2008 Great Recession,
Covid-19 and 9/11 hyper-
terrorism.

The new generation
prefers personalised ex-
periences, self-enrich-
ment and an adventurous
lifestyle. This has spurred
local tourism from Kalash
to Kumrat and Insta
selfies from Deosai to
Phander. However, this
hyper-mobility has two
associated trends. Firstly,
there is a hyper-exodus of
youngsters from Paki-
stan. According to the
UN World Population
2024 report, 1.6m Paki-
stanis left the country in
2023. This exodus is more

than the numbers from
the two most populous
countries: India (980,000)
and China (570,000). This
may be considered ‘brain
drain’ but also proves to
be a primary source of re-
mittances in the long
term.

The second trend is
the declining attachment
to ancestral lands. An ex-
ample is the third genera-
tion of Kashmiris who
have settled in the UK.
Older generations of the
Kash-miri diaspora
wo--uld invest back in
Kashmir and bring the
bodies of relatives for
bu--rial there. However,
the new generation of
Kash-miri expats has di-
minished emoti-onal and
financial interest in their
ancestral land. A similar
trend can be observed in
rural-urban migration.

The grooming and
blooming of Gen Z-ers in
the virtual world has
made it a generation of
‘scroll & troll’. Like the
gig economy’s short
TikTok reels, Mclobs,
micro-celebrities and
freelancing, our youth
display a short attention
span and an appetite for
instant gratification. This
makes it harder to focus
on deep learning or long-
term projects. Casual re-
lationships
‘situationships’ — are
developed online and
terminated by ghosting.

The age of marriage
age is moving to the late
20s.

During Juma
prayers, worshippers ar-
rive late and leave quickly
after the prayers. The re-
liance of Gen Z-ers on so-
cial media has made them
more vulnerable to fake
news and synthetic con-
tent. According to the
Global Risks Report 2024,
the top five risks that Pa-
kistan faces today in-
clude fake news and mis-
information.

In short, technology
has transformed the ‘glo-
bal village’ into the ‘glo-
bal street’, but Gen Z-ers’
excessive usage of gad-
getry may lead to a ‘tech
neck’. -- Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

‘Pakistan Economy Dashboard’
provides easy access to Socio
Economic data: Ali Perviaz

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Ali
Pervaiz Malik said that
‘Pakistan Economy Dash-
board’ is huge initiative in
the direction of making the
socio-economic data easily
accessible to everyone.
The launch of the Pa-
kistan Economy Dash-
board represents a major
leap forward in our mission
to modernize the dissemi-
nation of economic infor-
mation, he said while ad-
dressing the launching cer-

emony of ‘Pakistan
Economy Dashboard’ here
Wednesday.

“I would like to ac-
knowledge the hard work
and dedication of Dr. Imtiaz
Ahmed, Economic Adviser
at the Finance Division, and
his team, whose relentless

efforts have successfully
brought this initiative to
fruition,” he said.

He appreciated the
appreciation to the EU-
funded PFM-II Programme
for providing technical as-
sistance to the Finance Di-
vision in these crucial areas.

In today’s rapidly
evolving global economy,
access to accurate and
timely economic data is
more critical than ever, he
said. Ali Pervaiz Malik said
this portal has been de-
signed to be a user-friendly
resource, providing all
stakeholders—whether
policymakers, researchers,
investors, or citizens—with
the data they need to make
informed decisions.

“We stand on the
cusp of a new era in eco-
nomic management, the in-

tegration of technology
into governance has never
been more crucial.”

He said the Pakistan
Economy Dashboard is not
justatool; it symbolizes our
commitment to harnessing
the power of technology to
make governance more
transparent, efficient, and
responsive.

By adopting such in-
novative platforms, we are
setting a precedent for how
data-driven governance can
drive real, impactful change
in our country, he said.

He said that this ini-
tiative marked a significant
milestone in our ongoing
efforts to promote trans-
parency and enhance the
accessibility of economic
data, particularly for
academia and research insti-
tutions.

KARACHI: kistai stockbroker monitors the
share prices during a trading session at the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX) in Karachi.

Exports increase by
14.11% to $7.87S bln
during Jul-Sep 2024

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The exports from the
country increased by
14.11 percent during the
first three months of the
current fiscal year as com-
pared to the correspond-
ing months of last year,
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) reported.
Exports during July-
September (2024-25) were
recorded at $7.875 billion
against $6.901 billion dur-
ing July-September (2023-
24), according to PBS data.
On the other hand, imports
into the country also went
up by 9.86 percent by

growing from $12.115 mil-
lion last year to $13.310
million during the first three
months of the current year.
Based on the figures, the
trade deficit during the
months under review was
recorded at $5.435 billion
against the deficit of
$5.214 billion last year,
showing an increase 0f4.24
percent.

Meanwhile, on year-
on-year basis, the exports
in September 2024 in-
creased by13.52 percent
to $2.805 billion from
$2.471 billion in Septem-
ber 2023.

Shipping
Activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Ship-
ping activity was report
at the port where five
ships, Maersk Kinloss,
Phoenician-M, Clipper
Trent, Ice Fighter and
Acadia Park scheduled
to load/offload Con-
tainer, Rices, Fuel oil
and Chemicals,berthed
at Qasim International
Container Terminal,
Multi-Purpose Termi-
nals, FOTCO oil Termi-
nal and Engro Vopak
Terminal respectively
on Tuesday.

Meanwhile two
more ships, Centurion
Signifer and Al-Areesh
carrying Coal and LNG
are also arrived at outer
anchorage port during
last 24 hours.

A total of eight
ships were engaged at
PQA berths during the
last 24 hours, out of
them three ships, MSC
Positano, Maersk
Kinloss and Ice Fighter
are expected to sail on
today. Cargo volume of
95,743 tonnes, compris-
ing 41,664 tonnes im-
ports cargo and 54,079
tonnes export cargo car-
ried in 3,919 Containers.

MOSCOW: Federal Miister for Boar

of Investment, Privatization & Com-

munications Abdul Aleem Khan meeting with President Moscow Chamber of
Commerce Platonov Vladimir.

Digital retail payments rise to
84% in FY24, Governor SBP

KARACHI (APP): Gover-
nor State Bank of Pakistan,
Jameel Ahmad, Wednesday,
stated that the share of digi-
tal payments in total retail
payments by volume has
risen from 76% in FY23 to
84% in FY24 while the
overall number of digital
retail transactions has in-
creased by 30%.

The number of trans-
actions processed using mo-
bile and internet banking is
growing at an annual rate of
70% and 30%, respectively,
he said and added, “This is
not surprising as the major-
ity of our population is
young and adept at using
mobile apps.” The governor,
while addressing the 13th
Bank of The Future Forum,
also underscored the SBP’s

commitment to fostering in-
novation and digitalization
within the banking sector
and paving the way for a dy-
namic financial sector in Pa-
kistan. He noted that rapid
technological change has not
only enabled banks to offer
innovative financial services
to customers but also em-
powered regulators to en-
sure compliance effectively
and efficiently through ad-
vanced data collection and
processing capabilities.

To facilitate the entry
of IT-enabled, non-banking
entities into the financial ser-
vices industry, the governor
said that, the central bank
issued the framework for es-
tablishing Digital Banks in
Pakistan in 2022 and later
in-principle approvals were

issued to five applicants
who will shortly start pilot
operations in the country.
The Governor shared that as
aresult of SBP’s efforts, to-
day in Pakistan, we have
around 59 million branchless
banking wallets, 19 million
mobile banking apps, an-
other 3.7 million e-money
wallets, and 12 million
internet banking users.
Reflecting on SBP’s
journey of digital transfor-
mation starting in 2002
with the Temenos and ERP
systems and a data ware-
house, Jameel Ahmed said
that the Real-Time Gross
Settlement System,
PRISM, was implemented
in 2008 while SBP has re-
cently established state-of-
the-art, Tier-3 data center.

Malaysian PM’s visit to
Pakistan boosts bilateral
trade: Iftikhar Ali Malik

LAHORE (APP): SAARC
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry former President
Iftikhar Ali Malik has said
that Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ibrahim’s three-
day visit to Pakistan marks
asignificant step in strength-
ening the existing bilateral
trade relations between the
two nations. In a statement
issued here on Wednesday,
popular octogenarian trade
leader of South Asia said
that current visit holds sub-
stantial potential for enhanc-
ing economic cooperation,
particularly in key sectors

of'trade, investment, energy,
agriculture and technology
and activity would serve as
an opportunity to deepen
these relations further.

He said visit would
lead to the signing of new
agreements and memoran-
dum of understandings
(MoUs) aimed at diversify-
ing trade portfolios and in-
creasing market access for
two countries. He said his
visit would underscore the
importance of regional part-
nerships in overcoming eco-
nomic challenges posed by
the global market.

FCCI welcomes
Pak-Russia barter

trade deals

FAISALABAD (APP):
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) President Rehan
Naseem Bharara has wel-
comed barter trade deals be-
tween Pakistan and Russia
in the field of agriculture and
urged the government to
sign similar agreements
with other neighboring
countries including China.
In a statement here on
Wednesday, he said that
under this barter trade agree-
ment, Pakistan would im-
port chickpea and lentil and
in return it would export
rice, mandarins and pota-
toes to Russia.

Govt committed to
transform Pakistan into
cashless economy: Shaza

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Ms
Shaza Fatima Khawaja said
on Wednesday that the
present government was
committed to transform Pa-
kistan into cashless economy
During a meeting with Am-
bassador of Ethiopia Jemal
Beker Abdula, she said steps
were being taken to promote
digital payments in the coun-
try as it had an important
role in driving economic
growth and efficiency.
Matters of mutual in-
terest, digitalization and e-
governance were also dis-
cussed in the meeting, said
anews release.

¥

Shaza Fatima said that
boost in relations between
Pakistan and Ethiopia in IT
and telecom sector was vital.
She said the IT and telecom-
munication sector of Pakistan
was rapidly progressing.
Shaza Fatima said under the
vision of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, steps were
underway for digital trans-
formation in the country.
The society, economy and
governance were being
digitalised, she added.

The minister said that
Ethiopia could benefit from
Pakistan’s experiences in
the field of Information and
Communications Technol-
ogy (ICT).

PESHAWAR: Car;)enters making partrt.)f a tradi-

tional bed (charpai) at his workplace in Dabgari

area.

LCCI president discusses
economic situation with
JI delegation

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (LCCI) President
Mian Abuzar Shad held a
meeting with Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) delegation, led by
its Lahore Ameer Ziauddin
Ansari here on Wednesday
and discussed the economic
situation of the country.
LCCI Senior Vice President
Engineer Khalid Usman and
Vice President Shahid Nazir
Chaudhry also spoke, while
Malik Shahid Aslam, Rashid
Daud, Shahid Naveed and
Engineer Ikhlag were mem-
bers of the delegation.

Key initiatives to pro-
mote entrepreneurship, cre-
ate job opportunities and
enhance collaboration aimed
at fostering economic devel-
opment in the region came

under discussion.LCCI

President Mian Abuzar
Shad underlined the impor-
tance of a strong partnership
between the business com-
munity and political entities
to address the challenges
being faced by the economy.
They discussed various ini-
tiatives that could enhance
trade, promote entrepre-
neurship and create job op-
portunities for the youth.
He highlighted the cru-
cial role of the private sec-
tor in driving economic de-
velopment and expressed
the LCCI’s commitment to
working with political lead-
ers to create a conducive
environment for business
growth. He said that a stable
economic framework is es-
sential for attracting invest-
ments and improving the
overall business climate.
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MoU signed to synergize efforts
towards developing micro,
SMEs, home based workers

PESHAWAR (APP): In or-
der to continue its journey
of evolution, Krafters signs
an MoU with Handicrafts
Association of Pakistan to
synergize efforts towards
development of Micro,
Small & Medium enter-
prises and home based
workers. Under the MoU
both the organizations will
endeavor to undertake
projects and activities to-
gether with particular focus
on digital financial inclusion,
enterprise development and
youth empowerment.
Krafters is an e-com-
merce platform with a de-
veloped network of over
9000 artisans and is striv-
ing to revive and sustain
craft tradition and to em-
power artisans to live a life
of respect. As part of its
App based initiative for
digital financial inclusion of
home based workers and

SMEs under Pakistan Inno-
vation Fund (PIF) initiative,
Krafters also arranged a ses-
sion on “Digital Financial
Inclusion” at TMA Haripur
for women led enterprises
of District Haripur.

The session, orga-
nized in collaboration with
JazzCash, focused on the
importance of digital finan-
cial inclusion, onboarding
and its effects towards fos-
tering economic growth, re-
ducing poverty, and em-
powering individuals.

JazzCash team from
Islamabad undertook a ses-
sion on need of digital
onboarding to the partici-
pants followed by registra-
tion of women led enter-
prises for jazz cash ac-
counts enabling them to-
wards financial economic
empowerment.

“Digital financial in-

role in empowering women-
led businesses, particularly
in developing regions,
where traditional financial
systems often marginalize
women entrepreneurs,” ob-
served Syed Zahid Ali Shah,
CEO Krafters while speak-
ing at the training session.
Krafters in partner-
ship with JazzCash &
Government Technical
Teachers Training College
(GTTTC) Peshawar also
held a session about “Digi-
tal Financial Inclusion” for
women led enterprises on

GTTTC, Hayatabad
Peshawar.
The event besides cre-

ating awareness on digital
financial inclusion also in-
volved on-boarding of
women entrepreneurs on
hashtag #kraftersapp &
hashtag #Jazzcash app to
lead these women towards
economic empowerment.

clusion plays a significant
T

test demonstration for demanding employment,
outside CM House in Lahore.

PA body discuss
measures to solve
problems of labors

PESHAWAR (APP): The
introductory meeting of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa As-
sembly Standing Commit-
tee on Labor was held here
Wednesday wherein mem-
bers were briefed by the
Secretary of Labor about
the performance of the de-
partment. The meeting was
chaired by the chairman of
the committee,
Muhammad Rishad Khan,
and attended by Labor
Minister, Fazal Shakoor
Khan, Gul Ibrahim, Ubaid-
ur-Rehman, Muhammad
Khurshid, Zar Alam and
concerned officials.

Secretary labor and of-
ficials briefed the commit-
tee about the performance
of the labor department and
plans. Later, briefing the me-
dia about the meeting of the
Standing Committee, Rishad
Khan said matters including
child labor, performance,
and recruitment were dis-
cussed in the meeting.

He said that efforts
would be made to improve
the performance of the de-
partment and added that a
probe would be initiated
to identify recruitments
that were made on a po-
litical basis.

PTD’s
education
emergency
slogan

proves false

PESHAWAR (APP): In
Dera Ismail Khan, the
hometown of Chief Min-
ister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 31
schools lack roofs, while
Peshawar has 2, and Up-
per Dir has 22 such
schools, according to me-
dia sources. Thousands
of students in govern-
ment schools across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
are forced to study un-
der the open sky.
Overall, 516 pri-
mary, middle, and high
schools in the province
lack roofs. In settled dis-
tricts, 344 government
schools do not provide
shelter to students.
According to the
Department of Education
documents, 172 schools
in the merged tribal dis-
tricts are without roofs.
In settled districts, 489
schools operate in
rented buildings. In the
merged districts, 138
boys’ and 34 girls’
schools lack roofs.

ister, Syed Murad Ali Shah exchanges views

with PPP MNA Ali Jan Mazari and MPA Haji Abdul Rauf Khoso during meet-
ing, held at CM House in Karachi.

Amir Magam visits home
of martyr child ‘Iqtidar’
in Swabi for condolences

PESHAWAR (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Kashmir
Affairs, Gilgit-Baltistan
and President of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Engineer
Amir Magam on Wednes-
day visited the home of
martyr child ‘Iqtidar’ in
Swabi for condolences.

Prominent PML-N
politician and former mem-
ber of the provincial assem-
bly, Babar Saleem, warmly
welcomed the federal min-
ister.

Both leaders met the
family of martyr child
Iqgtidar, who lost his life in

the recent Swabi blast, and
offered condolences.

Amir Magqam com-
forted the grieving family,
stating, “In this moment of
sorrow, we stand with you.
I will speak to Prime Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharifregard-
ing your financial assis-
tance.”

Following this, Amir
Magqam, along with Babar
Saleem, visited Swabi Hos-
pital to meet those injured
in the blast and prayed for
their swift recovery.

The Medical Superin-
tendent and other officials
were also present during the
visit.

Court seeks reply from
NAB on Muhammad
Khan Bhatti’s application

LAHORE (APP): An ac-
countability court on
Wednesday sought a reply
from the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) re-
garding an acquittal appli-
cation filed by Muhammad
Khan Bhatti, the former
principal secretary to the
former chief minister of
Punjab, Chaudhry Parvez
Elahi, in the Gujrat devel-
opment projects reference.

Accountability Court
Judge Zubair Shahzad
Kiyani conducted the pro-
ceedings, during which
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi ap-

peared on a wheelchair,
while Muhammad Khan
Bhatti and other accused
were also produced after
being brought from jail.

The counsel for the
accused requested the court
to decide the issue of juris-
diction before indicting their
clients in the case.

At this stage,
Bhatti’s counsel submit-
ted an acquittal applica-
tion, stating that his cli-
ent had not taken any
monetary benefit, and
therefore, the court could
not proceed against him.

Constable
Killed on
resistance

in dacoity

FAISALABAD (APP): A
police constable was killed
on resistance in dacoity in
Gulberg police limits on
Wednesday.

According to police,
constable Nadeem s/o
Sardar was returning home
when unidentified armed
bandits stopped him near
his home situated in
Gobindpura. The accused
opened fire on Nadeem
when he offered resistance.
He was taken to hospital
where he expired.The body
was shifted to the mortu-
ary for autopsy. RPO Dr
Muhammad Abid has taken
notice and sought a report
from CPO Kamran ADil.

ANF foils drug
smuggling bids;
recovers 3.5 kg
heroin, 7.2kg Ice

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) in an operation con-
ducted in Karachi foiled an
attempt to smuggle 3.5 kg
heroin and 7.2 kg Ice drug
abroad through Interna-
tional consignments, said an

ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Wednesday.

He informed that
ANF recovered heroin and
Ice drug tactfully concealed
in sweets packaging and the
international consignments
were being sent to four
countries.

Transport fares slashed
in Punjab after fuel prices
reduction: Azma Bokhari

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister Azma
Bokhari has said that pub-
lic transport fares have fur-
ther been slashed in Punjab
for passing on relief to the
common citizens, after a
reduction in petroleum
prices by the federal gov-
ernment for the fifth time
in a row.

The biggest fare cut,
Rs190, has been applied to
the Lahore-Karachi route,
she said and added that
Punjab is the only province
where public fares are re-
duced whenever petrol and
diesel prices dip down. Pas-
sengers have started receiv-
ing relief after the price re-
ductions. She mentioned
that other major reductions

include a Rs 50 cut for the
Lahore-Peshawar route and
a Rs 20 reduction for
Lahore-Rawalpindi.

Azma stated that the
district administration and
Transport department of-
ficials are present in the
field to ensure the imple-
mentation of the fare reduc-
tions. New fare boards have
been displayed at all bus
terminals. “We are also
grateful to the transporters
in Punjab who cooperate
with the provincial govern-
ment,” she added.

She further noted that
since Maryam Nawaz’s
government took office,
fares in Punjab have been
decreasing with the reduc-
tion in petrol prices.

R
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KARACHI: Police officials carry out the combing

search operation against criminals as security has
been tightened in city due to security reasons, at

Dalmia area in Karachi.

Education worst affected
sector of militancy in
merged districts: Tarakai

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Min-
ister for Elementary and
Secondary Education Faisal
Khan Tarakai on Wednesday
said that education was the
worst affected sector due to
militancy in the all merged
tribal districts. The terror-
ists had particularly targeted
the girls’ schools, which
were now being made func-
tional, he said while chair-
ing a meeting to review the
progress on education sec-
tor projects in the Khyber
District.

Besides, KP Minister
for Religious Affairs Adnan
Qadri, Member of the Na-
tional Assembly Igbal

Afridi and Member of the
Provincial Assembly Abdul
Ghani Afridi, officers of the
District Education Depart-
ment and students from the
Khyber District attended
the meeting.

The meeting dis-
cussed in detail the situa-
tion of the education sec-
tor, completed and ongoing
schemes and other prob-
lems. Minister Tarakai as-
sured the elected public rep-
resentatives that the second
shift in area schools would
be started within a week,
so that all boys and girls of
the district get the oppor-
tunity of getting education
in their respective localities.

International News

UN Security Council calls
emergency meeting amid
aggravation in Middle East

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: A day after Iran
struck back against Israel
after launching a slew of
missile attacks in Tel Aviv
following killing of top lead-
ership of Hezbollah by the
Zionist state, the United
Nations Security Council
called an emergency meet-
ing on Wednesday to dis-
cuss ways to avoid escala-
tion in the Middle East.

Recent episodes of
bloody confrontation be-
tween warring parties of the
Middle East brought the
matters on edge, culminat-
ing into a full-blown con-
flict in the powder keg re-
gion of West Asia.

United Nations Secre-
tary General Antdnio
Guterres once again called
for an immediate ceasefire
while British Prime Minis-
ter Kier Starmer con-
demned Iran’s attack on Is-
rael by reaffirming Britain’s
unwavering support for
Israel’s defence. The Brit-

ish PM urged Iranian lead-
ership to abandon support
for proxies aiming to target
the Zionist state.

Earlier, United States
of America President Joe
Biden also vowed to stand
by Israel come what may.

Iran fired a salvo of
ballistic missiles at Israel in
retaliation to the latter’s
campaign against Tehran’s
Hezbollah allies in Lebanon
and the killing of its chief
and that of Hamas.

Alarms  sounded
across Israel and explosions
could be heard in Jerusalem
and the Jordan River valley
after Israelis piled into
bomb shelters. Reporters on
state television lay flat on
the ground during live
broadcasts.

Reuters journalists
saw missiles intercepted in
the airspace of
neighbouring Jordan. Israeli
media reports said as many
as 100 missiles had been
launched.

After about an hour,
the military announced
there was no longer a threat
and “it was decided that it
is now permitted to leave
protected spaces in all ar-
eas across the country”,
with a “large number” of
Iranian missiles inter-
cepted.

Reports said between
150 and 200 missiles had
been fired in the attack.

It was Iran’s second
on Israel after a missile and
drone attack in April in re-
sponse to a deadly Israeli
air strike on the Iranian con-
sulate in Damascus.

Israel vowed to retali-
ate with an army spokes-
man saying it would re-
spond at the time and place
of'its choosing.

“This attack will have
consequences. We have
plans, and we will operate
at the place and time we
decide,” said Israeli military
spokesman Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari.

Iran’s Khamenei warned
Nasrallah of Israeli plot to
kill him, sources say

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Iran’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei warned
Hezbollah leader Syyed
Hassan Nasrallah to flee
Lebanon days before he
was killed in an Israeli strike
and is now deeply worried
about Israeli infiltration of
senior government ranks in
Tehran, three Iranian
sources said.

In the immediate after-
math of the attack on
Hezbollah’s booby-
trapped pagers on Sept 17,
Khamenei sent a message
with an envoy to beseech
the Hezbollah secretary
general to leave for Iran, cit-
ing intelligence reports that
suggested Israel had opera-
tives within Hezbollah and
was planning to kill him,
one of the sources, a senior
Iranian official, told
Reuters.

The messenger, the

official said, was a senior
Iranian Revolutionary
Guards commander, Briga-
dier General Abbas
Nilforoushan, who was
with Nasrallah in his bun-
ker when it was hit by Is-
raeli bombs and was also
killed.

Khamenei, who has
remained in a secure loca-
tion inside Iran since Sat-
urday, personally ordered
a barrage of around 200
missiles to be fired at Is-
rael on Tuesday, a senior
Iranian official said. The
attack was retaliation for
the deaths of Nasrallah and
Nilforoushan, the Revolu-
tionary Guards said in a
statement. The statement
also cited the July killing
of Hamas Leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran, and
Israel’s attacks on Leba-
non. Israel has not claimed
responsibility for
Haniyeh’s death.

Almost 1.3 million
US customers still
without power
from Hurricane

Helene

Monitoring Desk
FLORIDA: Almost 1.3 mil-
lion homes and businesses
were still without power in
the US Southeast and Mid-
west on Wednesday after
Helene slammed into the
Florida Panhandle as a major
hurricane on Sept 26, accord-
ing to data from
PowerOutage.us. Those out-
ages were down from around
1.7 million on Tuesday as
utilities continued to restore
power. In total, the storm
knocked out service to around
5.5 million customers, pre-
dominantly in the Southeast.
Helene’s winds, rain and
storm surge killed more than
160 people. The utility with
the most outages was US en-
ergy company Duke Energy
in the Carolinas with about
323,000 customers still out
in South Carolina and 299,000
still out in North Carolina, ac-
cording to PowerOutage.us.

Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani meets with Iran

dent Masoud Pezeshkian, in Doha, Qatar.

Palestinian officials say
51 Kkilled in Israeli strikes
on southern Gaza

Monitoring Desk
DEIR AL-BALAH: Israeli
strikes killed at least 51
people in southern Gaza
overnight, including women
and children, as the military
launched ground operations
in the hard-hit city of Khan
Younis, Palestinian medical
officials said Wednesday.

Israel has continued to
strike what it says are mili-
tant targets across Gaza
nearly a year after Hamas’
Oct. 7 attack ignited the war
there, and even as attention
has shifted to Lebanon and

Iran. Israel has launched
ground operations against
Hezbollah in Lebanon, and
Tehran fired ballistic mis-
siles on Israel late Tuesday.

Separately, Hezbollah
said its fighters clashed with
Israeli troops in the Lebanese
border town of Odaisseh,
forcing them to retreat. There
was no immediate comment
from the Israeli military or
independent confirmation of
the fighting, which would
mark the first ground com-
bat since Israeli troops
crossed the border this week.

Unexploded US
bomb causes minor
blast at Japan airport

Monitoring Desk
KYUSHU: An unexploded
US bomb caused a minor
blast at a regional Japanese
airport, officials said on
Wednesday, with reports
saying that the device likely
dated from World War II.

Footage on Japanese
media showed a cloud of
dust rising from a blast on a
taxiway at Miyazaki Air-
port on the island of
Kyushu. The airport in
southern Japan originated
in 1943 as an Imperial Japa-
nese Navy base, sending
dozens of “kamikaze” air-

craft on suicide missions.
There were no reports
of injuries but dozens of
flights were cancelled. The
airport confirmed part of a
taxiway had caved in.
“After investigation
with the Self-Defense
Forces, we concluded that
it is an explosion of a US
unexploded bomb,” a trans-
port ministry official told
AFP. The official added
that it was not known
whether the bomb was
dropped during World War
I1, though local media re-
ported it likely was.

Russia rules out
nuclear talks with
US given its
stance on NATO

expansion

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia has dis-
missed the possibility of
nuclear talks with the
United States citing
Washington’s stance on
NATO expansion, Russian
Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova
said on Wednesday.

“We see no point in
dialogue with Washington
without respect for
Russia’s fundamental in-
terests.

Bangladesh
factories reopen
amid garment

sector unrest

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Most garment
factories in Bangladesh re-
opened on Tuesday, a day
after violent protests over
a pay hike left one worker
dead and several others in-
jured, officials said.

Bangladesh, one of the
worlds largest garment pro-
ducers and a supplier to
western brands such as
H&M, Zara and Carrefour,
has been facing widespread
protests in recent weeks,
leading to the closure of
dozens of factories. The
protests have worsened an
already significant produc-
tion backlog.

Iran’s president visits
Qatar, aims to rally
opposition to Israeli crimes

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian arrived
in Qatar on Wednesday for
bilateral talks and a summit
at which he said he hopes
to enlist Asian countries’
help in preventing what he
called “Israeli crimes” in the
Middle East. Starting his
first trip to Qatar as presi-
dent, Pezeshkian criticised
Israel over the killing of
Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh. Iran blames Israel
for Haniyeh’s assassination
on July 31. Israel has nei-
ther claimed nor denied re-
sponsibility for his death.

Since then, Israel has
assassinated the leader of
the Iran-backed Hezbollah
group in Lebanon, Hassan
Nasrallah, and sent troops

into southern Lebanon on
what it called a limited op-
eration. Iran responded by
firing a barrage of missiles
at Israel on Tuesday.

“We also want secu-
rity and peace. It was Is-
rael that assassinated
Haniyeh in Tehran,”
Pezeshkian was quoted
saying on his arrival in
Qatar by Iran’s Student
News Network. “Europe-
ans and the US said if we
do not act, there will be a
peace in Gaza in one week.
We waited for them to have
peace but they increased
their killing”. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, whose country
faces conflicts against both
Hamas in Gaza and
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Myanmar civil war fuels
surge in cross-border drug
trade, Thailand official says

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand has
seen a surge in illegal drugs
trafficked from
neighbouring Myanmar and
asharp increase in metham-
phetamines and heroin sei-
zures, as a civil war adds
fuel to the regional drug
trade, a senior Thai counter-
narcotics official said.

Apikit Ch.Rojprasert,
deputy secretary-general of
Office of the Narcotics
Control Board (ONCB),
said the northern region re-
mains the main trafficking
route into Thailand, with
dealers going through the
mountains or on the
Mekong river to bring in
methamphetamine tablets
and crystal meth, also
known as ice.

Thai authorities say
organised crime networks
have allied with militias
and rebel groups to set up
“super labs” in
Myanmar’s Shan and
Kachin States.

A junta spokesper-
son declined to comment
for this story but
Myanmar’s ruling junta
has previously said it is
committed to working
with neighbouring coun-

tries to tackle narcotics.
“Because of the
armed conflict, the drug
trade is one of the factors
used to fund weapon pur-
chases or drive the fight-
ing forces,” Apikit told
Reuters in an interview.
“We have to be vigi-
lant about crimes that are
linked to drug trafficking
and work with
neighbouring countries.”
Myanmar is locked in
a civil war, with the mili-
tary fighting on multiple
fronts and losing territory
to an armed resistance
movement loosely allied
with several ethnic minor-
ity rebel groups. The mili-
tary took over the
Myanmar government in
2021. Seizure of meth tab-
lets in the first eight and a
half months of this year
in Thailand’s northern
provinces of Chiang Mai,
Chiang Rai and Mae Hong
Son increased by 172%
from the amount seized in
all 02023 to 346 million
pills, ONCB data showed.
Seizure of crystal
meth in those provinces in-
creased by 39% over the
same period to 6.48 tons, the
data showed.
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President directs CAA to appoint
deceased employee’s son

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has directed the Pakistan
Civil Aviation Authority
(PCAA) to process the ap-
pointment of a deceased
employee’s son in accor-
dance with the law within a
month. As per details,
Faheem Ahmed (the com-
plainant) had complained
against the PCAA for his
non-appointment against
the deceased employees’
quota, according to a Presi-
dent House press release.
The complainant

stated that his father was
an employee of PCAA,
who had died in the year
1999 during service due to

cancer. He said as he was a
minor at the time, he could
not apply for appointment
against the deceased em-
ployees’ quota. He said
that when heapplied for ajob,
his request was turned down
without any justification. He
approached PCAA for the
redressal of his grievance
but to no avail. Feeling ag-
grieved, he approached the
Wafaqi Mohtasib for the
resolution of his complaint.

The Mohtasib de-
cided that the complainant
had failed to make out any
case of maladministration
against PCAA as the Fam-
ily Assistance Package was
not applicable at the time

of his application.

The complainant then
filed a representation with
the president against the
orders of the Mohtasib.

In his decision, the
president observed that the
complainant’s father ex-
pired in 1999 during service
and at that time the peti-
tioner was only six years
of age. He noted that the
petitioner applied for ap-
pointment, after coming of
age, under the policy of
2005, according to which
the son of a deceased em-
ployee was to be consid-
ered for appointment in the
same department without
undergoing the formality of

advertisement.

He rejected the claim
of PCAA that it adopted
the Family Assistance
Package Policy in 2005 and
that the provisions of the
said package did not merit
consideration due to the fac-
tual and legal position in the
instant case. The president
pointed out that the conten-
tion of the Civil Aviation Au-
thority was not legally cor-
rect in the circumstances of
the present case as the peti-
tioner attained the age of
maturity after the introduc-
tion of the policy as he was
not eligible to be appointed
prior to the introduction of
the policy.

ISLAMABAD: Renowned Islamic Scoiar Dr. Zakir Naik calls on Prim

Sharif.

3

e iniste Muhaad Shehaz

ISLAM

Bakar Abdullah.

ABAD: Chairman P

rime

Minister’s Youth Programme Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a meeting with the Ambassador of Ethiopia, Jamal

ereeceeerr it

Ethiopia, Pakistan discuss ways
to strengthen people to people ties

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ethiopian Ambassador to
Pakistan, Dr. Jemal Beker
Abdula and Prime
Minister’s Youth
Programme Chairman Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan on
Wednesday discussed
ways to promote people-
to-people relations by en-
hancing youth exchanges
between the two nations.

During a meeting be-
tween, the two sides ex-
plored bilateral cooperation
to empower youth by of-
fering education, skills train-
ing, and exposure to mod-
ern technologies, including
Artificial Intelligence and
Blockchain.

Ambassador Dr. Jemal
Beker highlighted that both
Ethiopia and Pakistan have
young populations that

need to be equipped with
advanced technological
skills to form a productive
workforce, essential for
rapid economic growth. He
emphasized the potential
for both countries to share
experiences and best prac-
tices for youth empower-
ment. During the meeting,
the ambassador briefed
Rana Mashhood on
Ethiopia’s “Home-Grown
Economic Reforms 2.0,” a
continuation of its first
phase, which successfully
addressed macroeconomic
imbalances, boosted pro-
ductivity, and attracted for-
eign investment.

Dr. Jemal also pointed
to Africa’s significant po-
tential in the IT services
sector and urged Pakistani
entrepreneurs to partici-

pate in the Single Country
Exhibition scheduled for
January 2025 in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia. Highlight-
ing Ethiopia’s role in
Pakistan’s “Look Africa,
Engage Africa” policy, Dr.
Jemal mentioned the launch
of Ethiopian Airlines opera-
tions in Karachi, which has
strengthened both people-
to-people and business-to-
business relations.

Rana  Mashhood
praised Ethiopian Airlines
for enhancing connectivity
between Pakistan and Af-
rica, a continent of 1.4 bil-
lion people. He also lauded
Ethiopia’s socio-economic
progress under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed and expressed
Pakistan’s intent to further
strengthen bilateral ties.

Rana Sanaullah for
stern action against
PTD’s tactics

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Rana Sanaullah, a key Ad-
visor to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and promi-
nent PML-N leader Wednes-
day condemning PTT’s un-
democratic tactics said ac-
tion would be taken against
those seeking to unleash
chaos, intolerance and vio-
lence to disrupt the nation’s
peace.

Talking to a Private
news channel, he warned
that the government is com-
mitted to maintaining law
and order and will not hesi-
tate to take strict action

against PTI’s attempts to
create chaos and anarchy.

He emphasized that
PTI’s undemocratic tac-
tics will not be tolerated
and that the government
will ensure the nation’s
peace and stability are up-
held.

Rana Sanaullah has
strongly criticized Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for
its undemocratic attitude,
stating that they are unwill-
ing to engage with the gov-
ernment and are not seri-
ous about addressing pub-
lic issues.

ISLAMABAD: A view of heavy shipping containers

placed alongside Islamabad Highway near zero point
due to PTT protest on October 4, Friday, in the Fed-

eral Capital.

Two missing
children safely
reunited with

their families

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police teams from
Margalla and Sabzi Mandi
police stations successfully
reunited two missing chil-
dren with their families on
Wednesday.

According to a police
statement on Wednesday,
the Margalla and Sabzi
Mandi police teams re-
ceived reports from citizens
stating that their children
had gone missing and could
not be traced despite the
family’s efforts.

He said the police
teams promptly used tech-
nical and human resources
to trace the missing children
and safely reunite them
with their families.

He added that the fami-
lies expressed their grati-
tude to the Islamabad Po-
lice for their swift action and
assistance.

He urged the citizens
to dial the emergency
helpline “Pucar-15” or re-
port via the “ICT-15" app
regarding any suspicious
person or activity.

Punjab, Sindh to face
16% water shortage
in Rabi season: IRSA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Author-
ity IRSA) Advisory Com-
mittee on Wednesday ap-
proved an anticipated 16
per cent water shortage for
Punjab and Sindh during the
ongoing Rabi Season 2024-
25 than began on October
1. “The Basin-wise short-
age for Rabi 2024-25 was
approved as 16%,” said
IRSA after a meeting of its
Advisory Committee pre-
sided over by its chairman/
member Balochistan Abdul
Hameed Mengal. The meet-
ing approved anticipated
water availability criteria for
Rabi season.

The meeting was par-
ticipated by IRSA members,
Engineering Advisor (Civil)
MoWR, Secretaries irriga-
tion of Punjab and Sindh,
senior Technical Advisors
of WAPDA, senior repre-
sentatives of Tarbela,
Mangla and Chashma Res-
ervoirs, T4 and T5 HPPs,
senior representatives of
Provincial Agriculture De-
partments and Director
(Opr)/ Secretary IRSA,
along with senior technical

personnel of IRSA.

IAC reviewed the
Kharif 2024 system opera-
tion and observed that the
actual Rim-Station inflows
of 105.81 MAF till 30
September were 1% more
than the maximum fore-
casted volume of 104.60
MAF and 7% more than
10 year average of 99.34
MAF. The overall provin-
cial canal withdrawals were
short with respect to
shares. Indented supplies
as per Para 2 shares were
released to the provinces as
per IRSA decision
13.05.2024. Less utiliza-
tion by provinces from Aug
01 to Sep 20, 2024 was due
to heavy rainfall & flood-
ing. The actual system
losses were 11.90 MAF as
compared to maximum an-
ticipation of 14.80 MAF.
Downstream Kotri releases
were 21.52 MAF. IRSA
Advisory Committee
(IAC) was informed that
due to better inflows and
efficient regulation of avail-
able supplies, the storage
volume available for trans-
fer to Rabi 2024-25.

Section 144,
Peaceful
Assembly

Act enforced

in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) authorities have en-
forced Section 144 and the
Peaceful Assembly Act
across the capital, prohib-
iting gatherings and proces-
sions in restricted areas as
part of tightened security
measures. According to a
police statement, the high-
security zone, red zone, and
surrounding areas have been
designated as restricted,
with strict enforcement of
the law.

He said that the ICT
Police are committed to
safeguarding the lives and
property of citizens.

He said anyone in-
volved in illegal activities
will be held accountable.

He said that citizens
are requested not to engage
in any unlawful gatherings.

He further stated that
legal action will be taken
against those who attempt
to disturb peace and order.

Citizens are advised to
report any emergencies by
dialing 15.

CPEC projects’ review meeting
held ahead of SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ahead of the mid-October
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) Summit,
ahigh-level review meeting
on China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
projects was convened un-
der the chairmanship of
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, and Special Ini-
tiatives, Ahsan Igbal here
Wednesday.

The meeting brought
together Secretaries and Ad-
ditional Secretaries from all
relevant ministries, reflect-
ing a unified and collabora-
tive approach towards en-
hancing the bilateral relation-
ship with China, according
to press release issued by
planning ministry. During
the session, an extensive
briefing was given on the
progress of ongoing CPEC
projects. In anticipation of
the forthcoming visit of the
Chinese Premier, the discus-
sions centered on amplify-
ing cross-sectoral coopera-
tion and preparing a com-

prehensive action plan aimed
at advancing bilateral eco-
nomic and developmental
goals. Minister Ahsan Igbal
highlighted the essential role
of all ministries in the suc-
cessful implementation of
CPEC, emphasizing that
collaboration across govern-
ment sectors is crucial to
unlock the full potential of
this flagship initiative.

He stressed the impor-
tance of leveraging the up-
coming high-level engage-
ment with China to advance
business-to-business (B2B)
investments, secure con-
crete deliverables, and show-
case Pakistan as an invest-
ment destination.

In this context, all min-
istries were urged to final-
ize their preparations and
proposals to ensure
impactful outcomes from
the visit.

Minister Igbal further
underscored the urgency of
achieving substantive ad-
vancements in priority sec-
tors such as infrastructure

development, road connec-
tivity, information technol-
ogy, agriculture, industrial
cooperation, education,
healthcare, water resources,
energy, and artificial intelli-
gence. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to
deepening collaboration in
these strategic areas, signal-
ing a shared vision for
growth and modernization
between the two countries.
Reflecting on the his-
torical context, Ahsan Igbal
reiterated that since 2013,
Chinese investment and fi-
nancial assistance have
played an instrumental role
in stabilizing Pakistan’s
economy during challenging
times. He highlighted that
the government’s recent
diplomatic engagements un-
derscore its proactive ef-
forts to attract foreign in-
vestment and integrate the
national economy into global
value chains—efforts that will
contribute significantly to
sustainable economic
growth and development.

I1G Islamabad holds law

and order meeting at CPO

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, chaired an important

Syed Mustafa Tanveer, and
other senior police offic-
ers.

The meeting reviewed
the law and order situation
in the federal capital. The

ensure the protection of the
lives and property of the
citizens of Islamabad and to
maintain peace and tranquil-
ity in Islamabad.

The protection of citi-

PM lauds Dr Zakir
for global Islamic
outreach efforts

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday lauded eminent scholar
Dr Zakir Naik’s exceptional efforts in spreading the
true essence of Holy Quran and Hadith, besides promot-
ing Islamic values worldwide.

The prime minister warmly welcomed Dr Zakir,
expressing his admiration for his scholarly work.

He said the entire Ummah was proud of him for
projecting the real image of Islam across the world.
It was heartening to note that a vast majority of youth
listened to his lectures. PM Shehbaz said that he
had personally benefited from Dr Zakir’s lectures,
enriching himself from the valuable teachings of Is-

lam.

He said that the people of Pakistan fully admired
the great personality of Dr Naik and were happy over his

presencein the country.

The PM noted that Dr Zakir was in good health.
He was happy to know that his (Dr Zakir’s) son was also
Sfollowing his footsteps and serving Islam.

He also recalled his year meeting with Dr Zakir

Naik in 2006.

Climate Change Romina Khurshid Alam chairs a
high-level meeting on the Country Programme
Framework 2024-28 with the Global Green Growth
Initiative in the M/o Climate Change & Environ-
mental Coordination.

meeting at the Central Po-
lice Office Islamabad on law
and order situation in
Islamabad.

The meeting was at-
tended by DIG Islamabad
Syed Ali Raza, DG Safe
City Shakir Hussain Dawar,
DIG Headquarters Dr.

—

N
officers provided IG
Islamabad with a detailed
briefing on the security
measures taken to ensure
law and order.

On this occasion, IG
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi said that all possible
measures would be taken to

zens’ lives and property is
our top priority. Citizens
are also requested to coop-
erate with the Islamabad
Police and report any sus-
picious activities by dialing
emergency helpline Pucar-
15 or through the ICT-15
app.

ICT admin cracks down on
dengue breeding, 16 arrested

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
response to the rising threat
of dengue in Islamabad, the
district administration has
launched a citywide opera-
tion targeting business cen-
ters, industries, and con-
struction sites.

According to the
spokesman of Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) ad-
ministration, the administra-
tion has issued clear instruc-
tions to ensure strict adher-
ence to anti-dengue proto-
cols, with multiple arrests
made for violations.

He said that the ad-
ministration has issued a
stern warning to business
centers, industrial areas, and
the construction sector to
eliminate breeding grounds
for the disease-carrying
mosquitoes.

In this regard, the ICT
administration has issued a
letter to business bodies,
including the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), the
Islamabad Chamber of
Small Traders and Small

Industries, and the
Islamabad Industrial Asso-
ciation, in which, the au-
thority outlined the urgent
need to implement anti-den-
gue measures across all
workplaces and industries.

Highlighting the pre-
ventive measures, the ad-
ministration emphasized
the importance of eliminat-
ing stagnant water, which
is abreeding ground for den-
gue larvae. Business centers
and industries were urged
to ensure there is no stand-
ing water in refrigerator
trays, air coolers, or air con-
ditioning units. Meanwhile,
workers in these centers
were also advised to take
preventive steps, such as
wearing long-sleeved cloth-
ing and using mosquito re-
pellents. As part of the
crackdown, the district ad-
ministration has already ar-
rested 16 individuals for
violating anti-dengue SOPs.
All the assistant commis-
sioners have conducted
raids across the city, target-
ing construction sites.

IFA conducts
crack down
on substandard

salt; 4 units
fined

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Food Au-
thority (IFA) accompa-
nied by the food safety
teams have intensified
their efforts to ensure
safe and quality food for
the public, focusing on
salt processing units
across the district.

Talking to APP on
Wednesday, Deputy Di-
rector Operations (DDO)
of IFA, Dr Tahira
Saddique said that the
food safety teams in-
spected 13 salt processing
units. The aim was to
ensure that the salt be-
ing sold to the public
meets the required
health standards.

Out of the 13 units
tested, 9 samples passed
the laboratory tests,
while 4 failed to meet the
standards.

Heavy fines were
imposed on the units sell-
ing substandard salt,
along with warning no-
tices.

Advisor Wafaqi Mohtasib
calls for sharing of experiences
to mutual advantage

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
five-member delegation
from the Secretariat Gen-
eral of the Ombudsman
Office of Bahrain, headed
by Mohamed Tawfeeq
Ali Taqi, Chief of the
Development Division,

visited the Wafaqi
Mohtasib Office here on
Wednesday.

The delegation is cur-
rently on a visit to Pakistan
to study the growth and
development of
ombudsmanship in the
country. They were briefed
by the Advisor, Wafaqi
Mohtasib  Secretariat
(WMS), Mr. Shahid
Humayun on the role, func-
tions and working of the
organization with special
reference to the new initia-
tives taken for providing

speedy relief to the general
public against mal-adminis-
tration.

The Advisor informed
the delegation that cur-
rently the focus was on
improvement in service de-
livery operations and ex-
panding the outreach and
accessibility of the organi-
zation with a view to pro-
viding administrative relief
to the people, especially in
the remote and far-flung ar-
eas of the country.

Later, the delegation
also visited the Asian Om-
budsman Association
(AOA) Secretariat,
Islamabad, wherein it was
apprised of the role and
functions of the Associa-
tion by the Executive Sec-
retary, AOA, Amb ® Abdul
Moiz Bokhari.

ICT admin cracks down
on begging; 15 arrested

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The district administration
has launched a crackdown
on professional beggars
across the Federal Capital,
resulting in the arrest of 15
professional alms-seekers.

The arrests were
made as part of efforts to
curb begging activities in
the Federal Capital, said
the spokesman of ICT ad-
ministration. In a recent
move to address the grow-
ing issue of begging in
Islamabad, the district ad-
ministration, under the su-
pervision of Assistant
Commissioner (Rural), has
arrested 15 professional
beggars. The arrests were
carried out in the jurisdic-
tions of Lohibher, Sihala,
Koral, and Humak police
stations.

On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad, Irfan
Nawaz Memon urged the
citizens to discourage pro-

fessional beggars.

He emphasized that
such activities could create
an undesirable environ-
ment and could often be
linked to organized groups.
The administration has
taken this step to not only
clear public spaces but also
to ensure that vulnerable
people, who may be ex-
ploited through begging
networks, were not
harmed. Memon called on
the public to avoid giving
money to individuals beg-
ging in public places, as it
could inadvertently sup-
port these networks.

Instead, he encour-
aged people to support
recognized charitable orga-
nizations that work to ad-
dress poverty and provide
assistance to those in
need.The district adminis-
tration has also requested
the cooperation of citizens
in reporting professional
beggars.
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