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ISLAMABAD: Prime
countrywide Special Anti-Polio Campaign.

Sz :

inister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif adressmg the inaugural ceremony of

Launches special anti-polio campaign

PM Shehbaz vows to
make Pakistan polio-free
through collective efforts

ISLAMABAD (APP):Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday reaffirmed his commitment to
making Pakistan polio-free, stating that with collective
efforts, the disease will be completely eradicated and
prevented from re-emerging in the future, ensuring a
healthier future for the nation’s children.

Speaking at the ceremony after launching the 7-day
polio eradication campaign, the prime minister stressed
that a unified approach and collaborative efforts are cru-
cial to successfully tackling the polio challenge and achiev-
ing a polio-free Pakistan.

At the ceremony, the prime minister extended a warm
welcome to the attendees and expressed his appreciation
for the outstanding collaboration and tireless efforts of
federal and provincial government staff, foot soldiers,

and security officers, who have worked together
seamlessly to drive the polio eradication campaign for-
ward.

The prime minister voiced his confidence that by
working together with provincial chief ministers,
chief secretaries, health ministers, and health
secretaries, the government will successfully elimi-
nate polio, paving the way for a polio-free future
and eradicating this preventable diseasein the years
to come.

The prime minister assured that the polio eradication
campaign is in capable hands, being led by expert teams,
and expressed optimism that the federal government’s
joint efforts with the provinces will ultimately lead to the
disease’s eradication.

Dar alleges PTI govt policies
led to resurgence of
terrorism, economic crisis

No question of engaging with those who attacked state
institutions, says deputy PM in London

LONDON (INP): With the
country engaged in retalia-
tory measures following a
recent spate of attacks,
Senator Ishaq Dar alleged on
Sunday that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government’s policy of
‘appeasing and rehabilitat-
ing’ extremist groups con-
tributed to the resurgence
of terrorism.

Dar, who is the Deputy
Prime Minister and also the
Foreign Minister of the
country, made these re-
marks during an interaction
with British lawmakers of
Pakistani origin at a dinner
hosted by the High Com-
missioner Dr Mohammad
Faisal at the Pakistan

House in London, said a
statement issued today.

The dinner was at-
tended by the Deputy
Speaker House of Com-
mons Nusrat Ghani, Yasmin
Qureshi (MP), Lord
Qurban Hussain, Baroness
Nosheen Mubarak, Lord
Zameer Chaudhry, Baron-
ess Sayeeda Warsi, Baron-
ess  Shaista  Gohir,
Mohammad Afzal Khan
(MP), Naseem Shah (MP),
Imran Hussain (MP), Tahir
Ali (MP), Zubair Ahmed
(MP), Adnan Hussain
(MP), Mohammad Yasin
(MP) and Ayoub Khan
(MP).

Dar informed the audi-
ence that during the Paki-

Contrary to PTD’s tall claims,
masses rejected call for
attending public rally : Tarar

Castigates rowdy PTI workers for
pelting stones at police

Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information, Broad-
casting, National Heritage and Culture Attaullah Tarar
said on Sunday that contrary to tall claims of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leadership, the people of Pakistan had
rejected its rally.

In a special media talk regarding the PTI rally near
Sangjani, he said traffic remained normal in Islamabad

and the Punjab province.

“Millions of people who were supposed to bring a
revolution today, nobody knows where they have gone.
Have they gone to some other country or another place

?”, he remarked.
- =%

He stated that thePakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf ad to
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resort to fake videos to give the impression of huge rally
and uploaded false and fake posts on social media to

cover up thun attendance.

He said that the PTI was spreading lies and propa-
ganda on social media by sharing old videos of rallies
from Kashmir and even Indian Punjab farmers’ foot-ages.

He made it clear that the PTI leadership could not
escape accountability by such tactics. He said PTI founder
chairman will have to face trial for corrupt practices.

The PTI leadership will be held accountable for Tosha
Khana fraud, £190 million embezzlement scam, which
was biggest corruption case in Pakistan’s history.

No compromise to be made on
quality, imely completion of
development projects: Jattak

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Agriculture,
Mir Ali Madad Jatak has
stated that no compromise
would be made on the qual-
ity and timely completion of
the development projects.

He said that the
projects would also be seen
on the ground in real
terms.

The Minister said that
the commitments made
with the public during gen-
eral elections would be ful-

filled gradually.

Ali Madad Jatak
stated so while speaking on
occasion of the inaugura-
tion of the road completed
in Killi Long Khan

Shahwani of the PB-45,
here on Sunday.

Also present on the oc-
casion were the Provincial
Ministers Saleem Ahmed
Khosa  and  Bakht
Muhammad Kakar, mem-
bers of the assembly,
Barkat Ali Baloch and
Zarak Khan Mandokhail
besides others.

Jatak said that there
would be revolution in
development after com-
pleting the development
projects in the stipulated
time.

He said that the
projects for the financial
year 2024-25 would be ad-
vertised for general public
so that these projects may
be seen on ground.

stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) govern-
ment from 2013 to 2017,
terrorism was contained at
an immense cost of blood
and national exchequer.

However, the previous
government’s policy of ap-
peasing and rehabilitating
extremist groups, such as
the Tehreek-e-Taliban
(TTP), and the release of
over 100 hardened terror-
ists, led to a resurgence of
terrorism, he noted.

The nation has been
reeling under rising violent
attacks since the Taliban
rulers returned to power in
Afghanistan in 2021, par-
ticularly in the bordering

Pakistani forces kill eight
Afghan Taliban in response
to unprovoked border attack

RAWALPINDI: Afghan
Taliban once again restored
to unprovoked aggression
on the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border and Pakistani
forces, in a befitting re-
sponse, killed eight Afghan
Taliban.

According to sources,
Afghan Taliban opened un-
provoked firing with
heavy weapons yester-
day from inside Afghani-
stan, targeting Pakistani
check posts.

The Pakistan security
forces responded effec-
tively and killed eight Af-
ghan Taliban, including
key commanders Khalil
and Jan Muhammad.

Sixteen Afghan Taliban
were also injured in the fir-
ing.

The facilitation of ter-
rorist attacks against Paki-
stan by the Afghan Taliban
is no secret.

In addition to terrorist
attacks, the Afghan
Taliban’s aggression on the
international border is now
openly visible.

Meanwhile  three
people, including two head
constable brothers, were
killed, and three others in-
jured in two separate terror
incidents in Wana and Lakki
Marwat .

In the first incident, an
explosion occurred in
Kadikoy Bazaar, a village
near Wana in Lower
Waziristan district, leaving
one person, identified as
Shamsuddin, son of Malik
Jameel, killed, and three
others injured.

The explosion targeted
a vehicle, which was com-
pletely destroyed. The in-
jured individuals were im-
mediately transported to
the hospital for medical at-
tention.

Continued on page 2
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interacts with British Parliamentarians of Pakistani origin in London.

Ruling coalition
claims two-thirds
majority for
legislation in NA
ISLAMABAD (INP) - The
ruling coalition claimed hav-
ing a two-thirds majority in
the National Assembly for
legislation, government
sources informed on Sun-

day.

Sources said the gov-
ernment also called for a
meeting of all parliamentar-
ians of the allied parties on
Monday in the capital.

The National Assem-
bly members would be
taken into confidence over
the legislation process hap-
pening in coming days.

Meanwhile, it also
emerged that JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
also gave green light for his
conditional support to the
government.

Alvi apologises
for sharing
old video of
PTI rally

KARACHI (INP) - Former
president and PTI leader
Dr Arif Alvi has apologised
over his post on X in which
he shared an old video by
claiming it was from the
PTI’s convoy making its
way to Islamabad.

In his statement, he ac-
knowledged he shared an
old video that was re-
corded on some other oc-
casion.

He said on Twitter,
“After a fact check, I have
deleted two posts, as they
were images from a previ-
ous occasion. I apologise
for the error.

Social Media is too big
to be bagged or shutdown.
Only error corrections can
tame this Leviathan.”

PTI leaders call for Imran’s
release in Islamabad rally

‘ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
concluded its highly-antici-
pated public gathering on
the outskirts of Islamabad
well after the deadline im-
posed by the district ad-
ministration on Sunday.

The rally commenced
with PTI leader Hammad
Azhar addressing the at-
tendees. He asserted that
the obstacles imposed by
the current rulers indicated
their fear of Imran Khan and
his supporters.

Azhar also hinted at the
initiation of a new move-

ment in Punjab, led by Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz,
urging party workers to “be
ready.”

The former federal min-
ister paid tribute to jailed
PTI leaders, such as Shah
Mahmood Qureshi and
Umar Sarfraz Cheema, high-
lighting that much of PTI’s
Punjab leadership is cur-
rently imprisoned.

Sher Afzal Marwat ech-
oed similar sentiments, an-
nouncing that rallies would
soon be held in Punjab ad-

Continued on page 2

Crackdown against unregistered
private water tanker operators
continues in Quetta: Hamza

Independent Report

QUETTA: The crackdown
is continued against the un-
registered private water
tanker operators in the pro-
vincial metropolis.

According to the Com-
missioner Quetta,
Muhammad Hamza

Shafqaat, action is being
taken against the unregis-
tered private water tankers
and those operating illegal
water bores in Quetta and

adjoining areas.

The Commissioner
Quetta told that in all 43
unregistered water tanker
operators and owners were
arrested while some 13 ille-
gal water bores were also
sealed in and around
Quetta.

He said that the crack-
down would remain contin-
ued against the unregistered
water tanker operators and
illegal bore owners in
Quetta.
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Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffa

r Khan Mand
ing convocation of Allama Igbal Open University Balochistan Chapter

Annual convocation of Allama Igbal Open University Balochistan held:

AIOU a bright tower of higher education
in Pak brightening minds of students of
urban & remote rural areas: Governor

Jaffar Khan Mandokhail says AIOU paved way for bright
future by producing skilled human resource in accordance
with requirements of modern market utilizing digital IT

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that the Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
is a bright tower of higher
education in Pakistan
which is equally brighten-
ing minds of the male and
female students of the ur-
banized as well as remote
backward and rural areas of
the country with knowl-
edge simultaneously.

He said that the unique-
ness of the University is

that the students of all ages,
religions and segments of
the society can benefit
from it.

This University has
also created opportunities
of modern education and
skills for all oversea Paki-
stanis ensuring that there
happens to be no border of
knowledge.

The Governor stated
so while addressing the
convocation of AIOU
Balochistan chapter ar-
ranged at the Noori Naseer
Khan Cultural Complex
here on Sunday morning.

Over 150 graduates in-
cluding 27 females were
given the degrees and med-
als at the convocation.

The Vice Chancellor of
AIOU, Professor Dr. Nasir
Mehmood, deans of facul-
ties and other concerned
high ups as well as acade-
micians, parents and close
relatives of the graduates
also attended the convoca-
tion.

Addressing the convo-
cation, Governor said that
it is quite difficult task to
sum up the high thoughts

Continued on page 2

President
reaffirms
commitment
to accessible

education for all
ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali
Zardari has renewed
the commitment of
government to make
education accessible
to all.

In his message on
World Literacy Day
being observed on
Sunday, he said edu-
cation has been de-
clared a fundamental
right in the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan un-
der Article 25-A.

The President
highlighted the
government’s initia-
tives to overcome the
challenge of illiteracy
including the declara-
tion of a National
Educational Emer-
gency, to enroll out-
of-school children,
the Prime Minister’s
Roshan Pakistan Lit-
eracy Drive, Condi-
tional Cash Transfers
up to the higher sec-
ondary level through
Benazir Taleemi
Wazaif and stipends
for students in all dis-
tricts of Pakistan.

The President called
for recommitting to the
national cause of pro-
moting the universal
right to education.
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QUETTA: Provincial Ministers for Food Haji Ali

Madad Jattak inaugurating

aroad in his constituency. Provincial Ministers are also present

Asif claims evidence

points to military
trial for Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD (INP): Defense Minister Khawaja Asif
has stated that evidence against Imran Khan may lead to
amilitary trial, with former ISI chief Faiz Hameed poten-
tially turning into an approver against him.

Asif suggested that Hameed could reveal details about
his ties with Khan and might aim to shift blame onto him.

% [——

Asif noted that the military installations targeted
during the May 9 protests were likely directed by Khan.

He also mentioned that both Khan and Hameed were
distressed over the loss of power. He said that Hameed
hoped to become the army chief and sought support
from the PML-N for the matter.

Additionally, Asif discussed the role of former De-
fense Minister Pervez Khattak in initiating amendments
in NAB regulations, which received clearance from

Hameed.

He criticised Khan for not engaging in political dia-
logue despite offers from Shehbaz Sharif.

Around 11,555 teams to be engaged for immunization:
Seven-day anti-polio campaign
to be kicked off in Balochistan
from today; over 2.655 m
kids to be vaccinated

Independent Report

QUETTA: The seven-day
anti-polio campaign is
scheduled to be kicked off
all over Balochistan from
today (Monday).

During the campaign,
more than 2.655 million
children below five years of
age would be administered
anti-polio vaccine.

Over 11,555 teams have
been formed to administer
the anti-polio drops to the
children after visiting from
home to home and at the

transit and fixed points.

This information was
shared by the Coordinator
Emergency Operation Cen-
ter (EOC) for Polio Eradi-
cation, Inamul Haq here on
Sunday.

According to the EOC
Coordinator, all the neces-
sary arrangements have al-
ready been made for the
polio immunization cam-
paign. He said that all re-
sources are being mobilized
to ensure eradication of

Continued on page 2
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AJK Speaker dismisses Indian
elections in Kashmir as a ‘Farce’
designed to deceive int’l community

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker of the AJK Legis-
lative Assembly Chaudhry
Latif Akbar Sunday vehe-
mently criticized the up-
coming Indian elections in
Kashmir, terming them a
“drama” designed to con-
ceal the territory’s actual
situation and condemned
the polls as an attempt to
create a false impression of
normalcy in the region.

In an Interview with
PTV News, AJK Speaker,
Latif Akbar has categori-
cally dismissed the upcom-
ing Indian elections in Kash-
mir as a “farce” designed to
deceive the international
community. He termed the
polls as a desperate attempt
by India to legitimize its
occupation of the disputed
territory and create a false
impression of normalcy.

The AJK Speaker also
highlighted the glaring con-
tradictions in India’s stance
on Kashmir, pointing out
that on one hand, India
claims Kashmir to be an in-
tegral part of its territory,
while on the other hand, it
is holding elections to cre-
ate a puppet government.

He termed this as a clear

example of India’s
doublespeak and hypoc-
risy.

Akbar reiterated that
the Kashmiri people would
not be fooled by such tac-
tics and would continue to
demand their right to self-
determination through a
free and fair plebiscite un-
der the auspices of the
United Nations. He urged
the international commu-
nity to see through India’s
farce and support the
Kashmiri people’s struggle
for freedom and justice.

AJK Speaker Latif
Akbar lamented that the
Indian government’s sup-
pression of the Kashmiri
people’s freedom struggle
has reached alarming levels.
He pointed out that any
Kashmiri leader or youth
who dares to raise their
voice against Indian occu-
pation is immediately
thrown into jail, subjected
to torture, and denied basic
human rights.

Akbar described the
condition of Kashmiris as
“deplorable” and high-
lighted the stark contrast

between India’s claims of
democracy and its actions
in Kashmir. He noted that
while India touts itself as
the world’s largest democ-
racy, it has imposed a mili-
tary siege on Kashmir, re-
stricting the movement and
assembly of its people and
stifling their voices.

The AJK Speaker also
drew attention to the plight
of Kashmiri prisoners,
many of whom are lan-
guishing in Indian jails with-
out trial or due process. He
demanded that the interna-
tional community take no-
tice of these human rights
abuses and pressurize In-
dia to release all political
prisoners and end its dra-
conian laws in Kashmir.

Akbar emphasized that
the Kashmiri people’s
struggle for freedom and
self-determination would
not be silenced or sup-
pressed by Indian repres-
sion. He expressed confi-
dence that the Kashmiri
people would continue to
resist Indian occupation and
ultimately achieve their right
to self-determination, de-
spite the odds.

KARACHI: Sindh Governor Kamran Kha
of a Shaheed during Naval Day. Commander Karachi Rear Admiral Muhammad
Saleem is also present
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Tessori presenng gift to family

Dar alleges PTI govt policies...

Continued from page 1

provinces of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
Balochistan. The two most
vulnerable provinces saw a
sharp rise in deadly attacks
last month, according to
data from the Pak Institute
for Peace Studies (PIPS).

The digital database of
security incidents managed
by the Islamabad-based
think-tank suggested an
alarming situation as the
number of attacks jumped
from 38 in July to 59 in
August. These incidents
included 29 attacks in KP,
28 in Balochistan, and two
in Punjab. The most recent
and deadliest among the 28
attacks in the southwestern
province resulted in 57
deaths and injuries to an-
other 84 people.

Meanwhile, the deputy
premier briefed the British
Pakistani lawmakers on the
government’s roadmap to
economic revival. He re-
called that during the Nawaz
Sharif-led government from
2013 to 2017, Pakistan had
grown to the world’s 24th-
largest economy and was
projected to become a mem-
ber of the G20. “However,
political instability, begin-
ning in 2018, had derailed
Pakistan’s economic trajec-
tory,” he regretted.

Dar stressed that the
government was committed

to putting Pakistan back on
the road to economic growth
and development that the
country had been charting in
2017.

“The difficult and po-
litically unpopular mea-
sures taken by the recent
government are now begin-
ning to bear fruit,” he said,
adding that the government
has brought down inflation
to asingle digit and narrowed
the current account deficit
while stabilising the cur-
rency. “There was across-
the-board institutional sup-
port for economic reformand
the Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council [SIFC], set
up by the government last
year, was drawing signifi-
cant foreign investors’ inter-
est in Pakistan’s energy,
mining, IT and agriculture
sectors,” he added.

The foreign minister
also asked the Members of
Parliament for suggestions
on how the government
could draw more British for-
eign direct investment in
Pakistan and increase the
bilateral trade volume.

Highlighting Pakistan’s
recently introduced new
visa-free policy to encour-
age Pakistani expatriates to
visit Pakistan, Dar stressed
that it was important for
young British Pakistanis to
stay connected with their
roots.

AIOU a bright tower of higher...

Continued from page 1

and philosophy of Allama
Muhammad Igbal, the uni-
versity attributed to his
name and those graduating
from the mother institution,
however, it is ranked among
the prominent university of
the world because of its
long-distance education
system, he added.

He noted with pleasure
that AIOU paved the way
for bright future by produc-
ing skilled human resource
in accordance with require-
ments of the modern mar-
ket utilizing modern digital

information technology.

Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail congratulated
the emerging graduates and
their parents from the core
of their hearts and said that
the convocation is proof of
their success, devotion and
perseverance.

The Governor also ap-
preciated and congratulated
the Vice Chancellor of
AIOU and his whole team
for organizing successful
convocation in Quetta and
hoped that they would con-
tinue the journey of knowl-
edge and consciousness in
future.
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Moeen announces
retirement from
international

cricket

LONDON (INP): Moeen
Ali, who last played for
England in the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2024, has
retired from the interna-
tional game. Moeen be-
lieved that the time was
right for him after under-
standing that he was no
longer in consideration for
the side’s future assign-
ments.

“I’m 37 years old and
didn’t get picked for this
month’s Australia series,”
Moeen Ali said in an inter-
view with former England
captain Nasser Hussain in
the Daily Mail. “I’ve
played a lot of cricket for
England. It’s time for the
next generation, which was
also explained to me. It felt
the time was right. I’ve
done my part.”

Moeen believed that
his call was keeping in mind
England’s needs, a team
looking to rebuild ahead of
their upcoming white-ball
cycle which features the
ICC Champions Trophy
2025 and the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup 2026.

“I could hold on and try
to play for England again,
but I know in reality I
won’t,” Moeen said. “Even
retiring, I don’t feel it’s be-
cause I’'m not good enough
I still feel I can play. But I
get how things are, and the
team needs to evolve into
another cycle. It’s about
being real to myself.”

Moeen made his inter-
national debut in 2014
against West Indies. He
scored 6678 international
runs and picked 366 wick-
ets. He won the 2019
Cricket World Cup and
2022 T20 World Cup with
the senior men’s side.

As a youngster Moeen
tended towards batting, but
in the England shirt, he de-
veloped his bowling well
enough to become their
leading bowler in the Tests.
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ISLAMABAD: Kabadi teams of Islamabad Chamber and Farid Kabadi Asso-

ciation in a final contest titled Kabadi League 2024 at Islamabad Sports Com-
plex in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif administering polio

vaccination to children to kicks tart countrywide Special Anti-Polio Campaign.

Nationwide anti-polio
campaign starts
from today

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
nationwide anti-polio cam-
paign of varied duration will
begin tomorrow across Pa-
kistan.

During the campaign,
children up to five years of
age will be administered
anti-polio drops.

In Punjab, thirteen
point nine million children
will be vaccinated during
week-long campaign in
Lahore, Rawalpindi and
Faisalabad districts.

While in other districts
including Attock, Chakwal,
Multan, Bahawalpur,
Bahawalnagar,
Muzaffargarh, DG Khan,
Rajanpur, RY Khan, Okara,
Sheikhupura and
Gujranwala, children will be
vaccinated during five day
campaign.

In Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, Thirty-five-
thousand two hundred and
fifty-nine polio teams have
been constituted for five-
day campaign which will
visit door to door to ensure
polio drops to each and ev-
ery child.

In Sindh, the week-long
drive will target 9.4 million
children under the age of
five across 30 districts of
province including
Hyderabad.

In Balochistan, for a
week long anti -polio cam-
paign more than eleven
thousand teams have been
constituted.

Provincial Coordinator
Emergency Operation Cen-
ter has urged parents, me-
dia and every citizen to
play their role in making the
anti-polio campaign suc-
cessful.

Militarization has badly
affected students’
education in IIOJK: Report

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Militarization has badly af-
fected students’ education
in Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK). According to a re-
port released by Kashmir
Media Service on Interna-
tional Literacy Day, today,
education of IIOJK chil-
dren disrupted due to de-
cades-long unresolved
Kashmir dispute as the
students are being harassed
and humiliated by Indian
troops instead of making
it easy for them to achieve
education.

It said the Modi regime
has banned hundreds of
schools run by Falah-e-
Aam Trust in the occupied
territory to keep Kashmiri
youth away from quality
education.

The Modi regime’s
new education policy in
IIOJK is a reflection of
RSS ideology, the report
said, adding how can
Kashmiri students pay
attention to education
when they are witnessing
killings of their dear ones
by Indian troops on a daily
basis?

PTI leaders call for Imran’s...

Continued from page 1

vocating for Imran Khan’s
release and the supremacy
of the law and Constitution.

“We will enter Punjab
with 50,000 people from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
within a week,” Marwat
declared, adding that they
would face any challenges,
including tear gas, to
achieve their goals.

In a separate develop-
ment, police recovered a
suspicious bag near the
venue in Sangjani. The bag
contained a hand grenade,
detonator, electric wires,
and other explosive materi-
als. The bomb disposal
squad was dispatched to
the scene, and an investiga-
tion was underway.

In preparation for the
rally, containers were stra-
tegically placed at key
points to control traffic in
the federal capital.

All routes leading to the
red zone were blocked with
only essential personnel
permitted to use the

Margalla road route. Key
thoroughfares, including
those from Chongi No 26,
GT Road Taxila, Faizabad,
Khanna Pull, and Rawat T
Chowk, were closed.

The closure of major
routes between Islamabad
and Rawalpindi caused sig-
nificant inconvenience to
the residents, despite the
provision of alternate
routes. Police are stationed
along these alternate routes
to manage traffic.

Additionally, the metro
bus service between
Rawalpindi Saddar Station
and Pak Secretariat was
suspended due to the rally
in Sangjani, as directed by
the district administra-
tion.

The PTI had previ-
ously postponed the gath-
ering twice—first in July
and then in August—due to
revoked permissions. The
latest postponement led to
sharp criticism from party
leaders and members, who
expressed frustration over
the repeated delays.

Seven-day anti-polio campaign...

Continued from page 1

polio virus completely.

He said that foolproof
security would be provided
to the teams to be engaged
in the anti-polio drive.

The teams taking part
in the campaign are included
9,247 mobile, 945 fixed
sites and 595 transit points.

He mentioned that that
in all 12 cases have been
reported in first eight
months of the current year
in Balochistan. These po-
lio cases have been re-
ported from Quetta, Killa
Abdullah, Killa Saifullah,
Dera Bugti, Jhal Magsi,
Zhob and Kharan.

He pointed out that the
polio virus has also been
detected in the environment
of different districts of the
province during year 2023
after two and half'years. He
said that three children suf-
fering from polio virus also
died in the province.

The EOC coordinator
feared that polio virus may
spread to other districts of
the province. He said that
the children are unsafe due
to the presence of polio vi-

rus as such parents should
not pay with lives of their
children and get them ad-
ministered the anti-polio
vaccine.

In addition to this, the
parents should also com-
plete the course of immu-
nization of their children
along with the polio vac-
cine, the EOC coordinator
pleaded.

Earlier, the Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan has already
made it clear that the anti-
polio campaign would be
made successful mobilizing
all resources in the prov-
ince. He warned that stern
action would be taken
against those creating
hurdles in the immunization
campaign.

He also assured that if
needed, the deployment of
Frontier Corps would also
be made for making the
campaign successful.

It may be mentioned
here that the Chief Secre-
tary had formally inaugu-
rated the campaign by ad-
ministering anti-polio cam-
paign to children at the civil
secretariat on Friday last.

PPPrenders
great sacrifices

for democracy:
Nisar Khuhro

HYDERABAD (INP):
The President of Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Sindh and Member of
Sindh Assembly Nisar
Ahmed Khuhro has said
that the PPP was the
country’s largest demo-
cratic party, having made
significant sacrifices for
democracy.

He maintained that
party workers have en-
dured imprisonment,
lashes and even bullets,
their contributions and
sacrifices must be acknowl-
edged. Khuhro expressed
these views while address-
ing a public gathering in
Tando Allahyar.

He said that the party
was established by
Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto and
well managed by
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto,
we have learned politics
from her. He said that
shaheed Benazir Bhutto
always considered
Tandoalahyar as second
Lyari, for this we should
make the party stronger in
Tando Allahyar.

He also praised the
leadership of Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, saying that
the young PPP leader has
the full potential to steer
the country through tough
times.

Mohsin Naqvi pays tribute
to great sacrifices,
unparalleled services
of Pakistan Navy

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
his special message on Na-
tional Navy Day, Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
paid glowing tribute to the
great sacrifices and unpar-
alleled services of the offic-
ers and personnel of the
Pakistan Navy.

He added that Septem-
ber 8 is another glorious
and memorable day in the
defence history of Pakistan.

He said that the valiant
personnel of the Pakistan
Navy destroyed the
enemy’s naval power in the
1965 war.

The Interior Minister
said that September 8 has a
history of sacrifices, im-
mortal passions, and ex-
traordinary achievements,
as on this naval forces of
Pakistan also repulsed the
enemy like the army and air
force.

He stated that the he-
roes of the Pakistan Navy
defeated the enemy and de-
fended the maritime bor-
ders, adding that the offic-
ers and personnel of the
Pakistan Navy, who pro-
tect the maritime borders,
are our pride.

Mohsin Naqvi high-
lighted that the indelible
role of the Pakistan Navy
in the 1965 war will always
be remembered in history
with golden letters.

He emphasized that the
Pakistan Navy is always
ready to face all kind of chal-
lenges.

He reiterated that
“Navy Day” is a day to pay
tribute to the valiant sol-
diers of the Pakistan Navy.

He underscored that
the Pakistan Navy is deter-
mined to keep the spirit of
September 8, 1965, alive.

Workshop on Space Law,
Policy deliberated over space
governance, legal frameworks

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The most anticipated two-
day workshop on Space
Law and Policy, hosted by
the National Center of GIS
and Space Applications
(NCGSA) was held at the
Institute of Space Technol-
ogy (IST), marking a signifi-
cant milestone in the dis-
course on space governance
and legal frameworks in
Pakistan.

The event brought to-
gether a diverse group of
participants from academia,
industry, and government
institutions to engage in
meaningful discussions on
critical issues related to
space law and policy.

The workshop fea-
tured insightful sessions led
by renowned subject mat-
ter experts, including Chair-
man of NCGSA, Dr. Najam
Abbas Naqvi who provided
a comprehensive overview
ofthe evolving landscape of
space law and its impor-
tance for Pakistan’s space
ambitions.

Senior Practice Man-
ager for Space and Connec-
tivity at Access Partner-

ship in Singapore, Hamza

Hameed shared his exper-

tise on international space

treaties and agreements,

emphasizing their relevance

to Pakistan’s national space
policy.

Throughout the two-
day workshop, attendees
engaged in comprehensive
discussions on critical as-
pects of space law and
policy, integral to advanc-
ing Pakistan’s position in
the global space landscape.

The first day covered
fundamental aspects of
space law, including an in-
troduction to international
space treaties, space gov-
ernance, and Pakistan’s
space policy framework.
Muhammad Arham Khan,
Divisional Head of Interna-
tional Affairs at
SUPARCO, shed light on
the intricacies of space gov-
ernance, while Hafiz Gen-
eral Manager of Interna-
tional Affairs at
SUPARCO, Muhammad
Naveed discussed the de-
velopment and implemen-
tation of Pakistan’s Na-
tional Space Policy.

HYDERABAD: Pakistan Cycling Federation President Syed Azhar Ali Shah
in a group photograph with trophy winners of a cycle race from Karachi to

Jhampir on National Highway on the eve of Defense and Air Force Day orga-
nized by SSGC near Jhirk.

Globalization-Sovereignty paradox:
Lessons from China’s experience

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Globalization, a concept
popularized by Swapsy in
2006, signifies the integra-
tion of economic, political,
social, and cultural values
across borders, effectively
dissolving traditional
boundaries. While national
security once predomi-
nantly focused on military
might, modern strategies
must now encompass eco-
nomic stability, diplomatic
relations, and the preserva-
tion of national values.
The interplay of do-
mestic, international, and
transnational institutions
has made contemporary
governance increasingly in-
tricate. The rising influence
of non-state actors and
transnational laws is funda-
mentally reshaping interna-
tional law and governance,
presenting a multifaceted
challenge to state legal sys-
tems. This evolution is high-
lighted by significant shifts
in the international financial
system since the 1970s.
Financial liberaliza-
tion, which gained momen-
tum in the late 1990s, aimed
to reduce state control and
promote the free movement
of capital. However, this
shift has led to a widening
wealth gap, with the rich-
est quintet of countries now
249 times wealthier than
the poorest. Dr. Raza
Muhammad, president of
the Islamabad Policy Re-
search Institution (IPRI)
talking to APP, emphasizes
the dual impact of globaliza-
tion on national sovereignty.
“Globalization offers tre-
mendous opportunities
through technology, trade
connectivity, and knowledge
sharing,” Dr. Muhammad

further explained. “How-
ever, it also imposes con-
straints, such as adherence
to international regulations
and potential threats to in-
digenous cultures. Addition-
ally, the competitive pres-
sures can lead to brain drain,
challenging national eco-
nomic stability.”

The interconnected
nature of globalization com-
plicates the implementation
of sovereignty strategies.
Nations face the challenge of
managing a web of external
stakeholders with often con-
flicting agendas while striv-
ing to maintain their sover-
eign goals. The flow of ideas,
goods, and people across
borders frequently influ-
ences national decision-
making and local practices.

China’s experience
provides a vivid illustration
of'this balancing act.

The country’s strate-
gic attraction of foreign in-
vestments and expertise has
fueled rapid growth in its
technology sector. However,
this growth has brought
pressure to align more
closely with global stan-
dards, affecting elements
of China’s sovereignty.
Amid these challenges,
China is also investing
heavily in technological in-
novation and digital infra-
structure, aiming to leverage
these advancements to en-
hance its global influence
and economic resilience sig-

nificantly.
The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor

(CPEC), a flagship project
of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, exemplifies the
intersection of globalization
and national sovereignty.
CPEC is designed to de-

velop transportation net-
works, energy projects, and
economic zones in Pakistan.

This ambitious project
reflects both the benefits
and challenges of global in-
tegration, highlighting the
need for careful manage-
ment of international part-
nerships.

Liu Wei, a technology
entrepreneur in Shanghai,
sharing her experience re-
marks: “Globalization has
opened doors for my busi-
ness to access international
markets and cutting-edge
technologies. However, it
also means navigating com-
plex international regula-
tions and facing fierce com-
petition. Balancing these
forces while preserving our
national identity is an on-
going challenge.”

As globalization con-
tinues to evolve, states
must adopt adaptive gov-
ernance structures to man-
age their international rela-
tionships effectively. This
involves engaging with di-
verse stakeholders, main-
taining coherent policies,
and ensuring that national
interests remain a priority.
Countries need to balance
the benefits of global inte-
gration with the need to
preserve their sovereignty
and cultural identity.

In a world where
interconnectedness is in-
creasingly the norm, nations
must navigate the complexi-
ties of globalization with a
strategic approach. By
carefully managing external
influences and adapting
their governance structures,
countries can safeguard
their sovereignty while ac-
tively participating in the
global arena.
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PM’s climate change aide urges expansion
of marine protected areas’ cover

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Climate
Change, Romina Khurshid
Alam on Sunday urged the
Sindh and Balochistan gov-
ernments to boost efforts
to conserve marine ecosys-
tems.

Following the recent
declaration of Churna Is-
land as a Marine Protected
Area (MPA) by the
Balochistan government,
Romina Alam called for ad-
ditional MPAs to be estab-
lished to achieve the global
target of protecting 30% of
the ocean area by 2030.

Alam also praised the
Balochistan government’s

move for the protection of
Churna Island, stating it a
“positive step towards
protecting marine resources
and promoting environmen-
tally sustainable develop-
ment.”

Churna Island, known
for its extensive coral habi-
tats and biodiversity, is now
Pakistan’s second MPA.
The island is home to over
50 species of corals, 250
species of fish, and numer-
ous invertebrates and ver-
tebrates.

She offered full sup-
port to the Balochistan gov-
ernment in conserving ma-
rine biodiversity and safe-
guarding the island’s fragile

ecosystem and diverse
wildlife.

With over 5,000
MPAs globally, covering
more than 8% of the ocean,
the Coordinator stressed
the importance of adopting
ecosystem-based manage-
ment approaches to
minimise human impacts
and ensure sustainable use
of marine resources.

She highlighted the ur-
gency of protecting marine
ecosystems and wildlife
from climate change and
human activities, emphasiz-
ing the need for collective
action and shared respon-
sibility to address these
environmental challenges.

Alam noted that this
initiative will help regulate
anthropogenic activities
that harm the marine eco-
systems of the country and
protect the islands from
threats like overfishing,
pollution, and climate
change impacts.

She also highlighted
Pakistan’s commitment to
advancing marine conser-
vation efforts in collabo-
ration with all relevant
governmental and non-
governmental stakehold-
ers, particularly through
mangrove restoration,
which has seen a 300%
increase since 1992 in the
country.

3

ISLAMABAD: A_view of_Is_lamabad Highway blocked with heavy shipping containers at Khanna Pul arfl:;

due to security reason during PTI public gathering (Jalsa) at Sangjani, in the Federal Capital.
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IGIslamabad visit Safe City

Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The Inspector General of Police (IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi
visited Safe City Islamabad, where he reviewed the city’s security through Safe City

cameras.

IGP also visited various areas of the city, met with police officers on duty, and encour-

aged them.

Secretary confident of Punjab
govt’ s success in smog fight,
fresh air for residents soon

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ina
recent statement, Punjab
Secretary for Environment
and Climate Change, Raja
Jahangir Anwar Sunday as-
sured that the government
under CM Maryum Nawaz
Sharif’s leadership is tak-
ing wise and stringent steps
to combat smog and im-
prove the air quality index
in the province soon.

This proactive stance
is expected to yield posi-
tive results, ensuring a bet-
ter quality of life for the
province’s inhabitants, he
said while talking to PTV
news channel.

Raja Jahangir Anwar
also disclosed that the Min-
istry of Environment, in
collaboration with
SPARCO will conduct its
4th comprehensive study
on air quality.

This research aims to
assess the current state of
air quality in the province,
identify pollution sources,
and inform data-driven

policy decisions, he added.

Punjab Secretary an-
nounced a stringent crack-
down on petrol pumps sell-
ing low-quality oil, stating
that all such outlets will be
shut down. Additionally, he
revealed that regular inspec-
tions of all vehicles are be-
ing conducted across the
province with the aid of Safe
City cameras, he added.

The use of Safe City
cameras for vehicle inspec-
tions demonstrates the
government’s commitment
to leveraging technology in
its environmental efforts,
he mentioned. This innova-
tive approach enables au-
thorities to efficiently iden-
tify and address pollution
sources, promoting a
cleaner environment for the
citizens of Punjab, he said.

By engaging private
workshops, the government
seeks to leverage their ex-
pertise and resources to
enhance the inspection pro-
cess, he said.

8 agents
arrested in
excise office

crackdown

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The district administration
has taken firm action
against unauthorized agents
operating outside the excise
office, arresting eight indi-
viduals as part of a larger
effort to tackle the issue.

In a recent operation
led by Assistant Commis-
sioner (AC) of the Indus-
trial Area, eight agents were
apprehended outside the
excise office, said the
spokesman of Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) ad-
ministration. The operation
aimed to curb the influence
of unauthorized intermedi-
aries and encourage citizens
to directly approach gov-
ernment offices for their
tasks. On the occasion, Di-
rector General of Excise, Irfan
Nawaz Memon, urged citi-
zens to bypass the agents and
visit excise offices for their
services. He emphasized that
additional service counters
have been set up to make it
easier for people to complete
their work directly.

Journalists urged to use RTI
for investigative reporting,
countering fake news

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
two-day seminar was con-
cluded by the Friedrich
Nauman Foundation for
Freedom (FNF-Pakistan)
on Sunday with the main
objective to capacitate jour-
nalists on the use of Right
to Information laws for in-
vestigative reporting and
countering fake news.

The Punjab Transpar-
ency and Right to Informa-
tion Act, 2013, was passed
by the Punjab Assembly in
2013 for promoting trans-
parency in the working of
provincial authorities by
securing citizens’ access to
information, a news release
said.

While addressing the
participants, Muhammad
Anwar, Head of Programs
and Administration of FNF
Pakistan, said journalists
can promote investigative
journalism through the use
of RTI. This ultimately
strengthens the credibility
of their stories, he further
added.

While sharing the leg-

islative landscape of RTT in
Pakistan, Syed Raza Alj,
Program Manager of FNF
Pakistan, access to infor-
mation is guaranteed under
Article 19A of the Consti-
tution and explained there
are five RTI laws in Paki-
stan.

He further described,
being the 4th pillar of de-
mocracy, journalists are the
representatives of the
people in terms of using
RTI Act for investigating
and publicizing information
of public interest.

Accessing information
through RTI Act, especially
young journalists, can con-
tribute to ensuring transpar-
ency in public, profes-
sional, and social spheres.
Provincial public bodies are
legally bound to provide the
requested information
within 14 working days
under the Punjab Transpar-
ency and Right to Informa-
tion Act 2013.

In case the public bod-
ies fail to provide the re-
quested information, citi-

zens can lodge complaints
before the Punjab Informa-
tion Commission, Ali
added. The Punjab Informa-
tion Commission is an in-
dependent appellate au-
thority that has the power
to direct, summon, and pe-
nalize officials who ob-
struct the flow of informa-
tion, he further added.

While talking about
critical thinking to counter
fake news, it is important
for every journalist to
know how to check facts
and report, said Mr Ubaid
Ur Rehman, a rights activ-
ist.

It is a time for news
media to tack more closely
to professional standards
and ethics, to avoid the
publishing of unchecked
information. Investing in
critical thinking is more im-
portant than ever, as it helps
to limit the risks of
disinformation posed by
the advent of technologies
such as the internet and ar-
tificial intelligence, he fur-
ther added.

ISLAMABAD: Aview of deserted look Bus stand as commuters facing prob-
lems in travelling, as the road of the twin cities were blocked in the wake of
PTI Jalsa at Sangjani in the Federal Capital.

Senator Irfan calls
for unity to address
economic challenges

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senator Irfan Siddiqui of the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Sunday
emphasized the need for
collective efforts to address
Pakistan’s economic chal-
lenges and extended an in-
vitation to all stakeholders
to contribute suggestions
for achieving economic sta-
bility. Talking to a private
news channel, he also made
it clear that his party lead-
ership will not compromise
on the incident that oc-
curred on May 9, indicat-
ing a firm stance on the

matter. Senator Irfan
Siddiqui’s statement also
conveyed a strong message
regarding the incident on
May 9, asserting that the
PML-N leadership will not
waver in their stance.
Senator Siddiqui is
signalling that any discus-
sions or negotiations will
not come at the cost of
compromising on this issue.
The senator also clari-
fied that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party’s claims about PML-
N holding or offering talks
are misleading and untrue.

Education cornerstone
of any nation’s progress,
prosperity: Ayaz Sadiq

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker of the National As-
sembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
Sunday said that education
is the cornerstone of na-
tional development and
prosperity.

In his message on In-
ternational Literacy Day, he
highlighted that Pakistan’s
Parliament has taken effec-
tive steps to promote lit-
eracy across the country.

According to the Con-
stitution, he said, it is the
government’s responsibil-
ity to provide free educa-
tion to children aged 5 to
16 years.

The Speaker reaf-
firmed that the current gov-
ernment is taking special
measures to enhance the lit-
eracy rate in the country,
stressing that increasing lit-
eracy is essential for social
and economic develop-
ment. He said, “An edu-
cated nation is the key to a
prosperous future.”

He called upon all
stakeholders to collaborate
in promoting literacy and
encouraged the younger
generation to equip them
with education, as it plays
a crucial role in the nation’s
progress and prosperity.

PMYP committed to advancing
literacy agenda: Rana Mashhood

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister’s Youth
Programme(PMYP), Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan on
Sunday said that the
PMYP was committed to
advancing the literacy
agenda across Pakistan.

Talking to the media in
connection with Interna-
tional Literacy Day, he said
that the PMYP office was
making efforts to provide
quality education through
comprehensive skills devel-
opment initiatives, ensuring
lifelong learning opportuni-
ties for every citizen accord-
ing to vision of the Prime
Minister ~Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif.

“I would like to em-
phasize the profound im-
pact of literacy in empow-
ering individuals and con-

Girl killed
over domestic
dispute in
Nankana Sahib

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Brother shot and killed his
17-year-old sister on Sun-
day over a domestic dispute
in Nankana Sahib.

According to a private
news channel and police,
the police force reached the
spot immediately after the
incident was reported.

The accused managed
to flee from the scene after
the killing.

ISLAMABAD: Motorcyclists facing difficulties due

to road blocked at Khanna
Pul, during PTI public gathering (Jalsa) at Sangjani, in the Federal Capital.

Recharge Pak building climate
resilience thru Ecosystem-based
Adaptation launch on Sep 10

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Recharge Pakistan
project that aims to im-
prove the resilience of
some of the country’s most
vulnerable communities af-
fected by the impacts of
climate change, will for-
mally launch on 10 Septem-
ber 2024 in Islamabad.
Championed by the
Government of Pakistan’s
Ministry of Climate
Change and the Federal
Flood Commission, under
the Ministry of Water Re-
sources, this project has
been made possible with
the support of the Green

Climate Fund, the U.S.
Agency for International
Development (USAID),
The Coca-Cola Foundation
(TCCF) and WWEF, a news
release said. The project will
be implemented at select sites
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh and Balochistan
provinces by the relevant
provincial departments and
WWE-Pakistan. The
project aims to address the
country’s current and
emerging environmental
challenges, such as super
floods, widespread rains,
heatwaves and droughts.
It seeks to demon-

strate the effectiveness of
Ecosystem-based Adapta-
tion (EbA) and green infra-
structure as innovative ad-
ditions to the nation’s tra-
ditional grey infrastructure
solutions or the public sys-
tems built to manage water
resources and storm water.
With a collective grant
of USD 77.8 million, the
project is the largest such
investment at the national
level, and is estimated to
directly benefit more than
680,000 people and indi-
rectly support more than 7
million people across the
project sites in Pakistan.

tributing to a more in-
formed and prosperous so-
ciety. Literacy is not just
the ability to read and
write; it is a fundamental
human right that opens
doors to economic oppor-
tunities, active societal par-
ticipation, and personal
growth, “he added.

The Chairman PMYP
further said that as part of
the “Education Emer-
gency” initiative, the gov-
ernment was focusing on
enrolling approximately 26
million out-of-school chil-
dren, to transform Pakistan
into a global leader in edu-
cation. This ambitious en-
deavor includes strategies
such as providing free
meals, scholarships, and
various incentives to reduce
dropout rates and encour-
age students to complete

ISLAMABAD: Passers by looking at the wall paint-
ing at Rawal Chowk Interchange.

their education, he re-
marked.

“We are also dedicated
to integrating technology
into our education system.
By promoting technology-
friendly literacy and skills
development, we aim to
equip our youth with the
necessary competencies to
excel in the digital economy.
This initiative underscores
our commitment to mod-
ernizing education and pre-
paring young Pakistanis for
future success”, he said.

Furthermore, the gov-
ernment recognized the cru-
cial role of collaboration
with the private sector and
civil society, Mashhood
said and added that through
strategic partnerships, “We
seek to connect education
with employment and self-
employment opportunities.

ICT Police avert terror attack:

Explosives & weapons
seized in Sangjani

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police have success-
fully thwarted a potential
terror attack by seizing a
cache of dangerous weap-
ons and explosives in the
Sangjani area.

According to an ICT
police  spokesperson,
heightened security alerts
have been in place due to
the ongoing threat of terror-
ism.

He said Search opera-
tions were being conducted
in view of the threat of ter-
rorism in the gatherings.
Considering these circum-
stances additional person-
nel were deployed in dif-
ferent areas of the city, he
added.

He said during a
search operation in
Sangjani, police discovered
a suspicious bag. Upon ex-
amination, the bag was
found to contain destruc-
tive explosives, hand gre-

nades, detonators, and
other explosive materials,
he said.

He said the Bomb
Disposal Squad of ICT Po-
lice was immediately called
to the scene and success-
fully neutralized the explo-
sives.

Following the opera-
tion, the area was cordoned
off, and a high alert has been
issued throughout the city,
he said adding that in-
creased checks are now be-
ing conducted at all city
entrances and exits as part
of the enhanced security
protocol.

Police officials have
urged citizens to cooperate
with the increased security
measures and to report any
suspicious activity by call-
ing 15. He said search op-
erations are ongoing, and
law enforcement agencies
continue their efforts to
ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the city.

ABAD: CDA worker planting saplings on
green belt area at Rawal Chowk.

Spice care in monsoon: Top

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
Asia, spices are not merely
ingredients but the essence
of cuisine. They enrich tra-
ditional dishes with flavors
passed down through gen-
erations. Preserving their
quality during the monsoon
is crucial. Spices, men-
tioned in ancient texts like
the Rig Veda, have been in-
tegral to culinary and me-
dicinal practices. The spice
trade influenced historical
events and explorations by
figures such as Vasco da
Gama and Ferdinand
Magellan, underscoring
their global importance.
“Spices are the soul of
our dishes and directly im-
pact our success,” says the
chef of Balla Tikka House,
Rawalpindi, known for
Asian cuisine. “When
spices lose their potency
due to humidity, it’s not
just about flavor—it’s a
business risk. Compro-

mised spices lead to com-
promised dishes, resulting
in disappointed customers
and lost revenue.”

Executive Chef Imran
of Islamabad Hotel empha-
sizes the need to maintain
spice quality during the
monsoon. “Fresh, aromatic
spices make our dishes
unique and memorable. Pre-
serving their integrity is
crucial for maintaining our
reputation and customer
loyalty.”

Saima Javed, a spice
enthusiast and food journal-
ist, adds, “Women are es-
pecially passionate about
spicy food. We’re often the
ones driving our families to
the best dining spots be-
cause we crave bold, aro-
matic flavors. If restaurants
don’t maintain the quality
of their spices during the
monsoon, they risk losing
akey part of their customer
base. Our enthusiasm for

spices significantly influ-
ences where families choose
to dine, making it essential
for restaurants to preserve
spice integrity to keep us
coming back.”

In Pakistan, the mon-
soon brings a surge in hu-
midity and heavy rains,
posing significant chal-
lenges for spice lovers and
sellers alike. The moisture
can cause spices to clump
together, diminishing their
flavor and aroma. Addition-
ally, the damp conditions
create a breeding ground for
pests like weevils, which
can further spoil these es-
sential ingredients.

Chef Ahmed Khan
from Islamabad’s renowned
Melody Food Street shares
his expertise: “The integ-
rity of spices used in dishes
like Mutton Karahi cannot
be compromised during the
rainy season. Spices are
critical to the dish’s flavor.

tips from experts

When they lose their qual-
ity due to damp weather, it
affects the entire dish. That
is why we keep limited
stock and buy fresh from
the market to avoid storage
issues.” Spice vendors also
face pressure. Mr. Zafar of
United Pansar and Masala
Store recounts the difficul-
ties during the monsoon.
“We store our spices in air-
tight containers and keep
them in cool, dark places to
preserve their taste and
aroma,” he says. This prac-
tice helps mitigate spoilage
and maintain the spices’ in-
tegrity. Similarly, store
owner Mumtaz empha-
sizes meticulous storage.
“Proper handling and stor-
age of spices are crucial dur-
ing the monsoon,” she
notes. Experts suggest
transferring spices to air-
tight jars before the rainy
season begins and storing
them away from heat

sources and moisture.

The owner of Punjab
Iftikhat Traders, a whole-
sale spice dealer in
Rawalpindi, explains: “Pro-
tecting spice sacks from
humidity is vital for main-
taining quality. We use air-
tight packaging to prevent
moisture, add moisture-ab-
sorbing packets, and store
sacks elevated on pallets to
avoid ground moisture and
improve air circulation. We
also employ climate-con-
trolled environments or de-
humidifiers for consistent
dryness. Regular inspec-
tions help address damp-
ness and pests, while tarps
and protective sheeting
shield the sacks from rain
and high humidity in the
open market.”

By adhering to these
guidelines, cooks and ven-
dors can better preserve the
enchanting qualities of Pa-
kistani spices.
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The sentiment expressed was
commendable, but will positive
words also shape positive poli-
cies? That is the big question.

On Friday, at a ceremony to
mark Pakistan’s 59% Defence
Day, Chief of Army Staff Gen
Asim Munir sent out an appeal
for internal harmony, asking
that the citizenry “not allow dif-
ferences in political views to
turn into hatred”. Vowing to
defeat those who sow chaos,
despair and uncertainty among
the people, the army chief
hoped that strong relations
between the armed forces and
the public would serve as a
foundation for defeating those
trying to divide and conquer
Pakistan.

“Whether facing hostile for-
eign elements or fighting the
war against terrorism, carrying
out relief activities in the face
of disasters, or playing a role
in projects related to the
country’s progress, the Paki-
stani nation has always
strengthened the army’s re-
solve,” he noted. Given the
fraught internal security envi-
ronment, rekindling this rela-
tionship is necessary.

It was evident from the
words of the army chief that the
institution continues to place
great value on its relationship
with the people it is tasked with
protecting. No security opera-
tion can be considered suc-
cessful in a holistic sense un-
less it has buy-in and support
from the people, and at a time
when the country is dealing
with a sudden resurgence of
major security-related chal-
lenges amidst a period of social
upheaval, securing this buy-in
and support has become both
urgent and necessary.

In this regard, it was quite
encouraging to note that the
federal government had simul-
taneously launched a campaign
to engage the leaders of vari-
ous religious communities in
helping strengthen
counterterrorism operations
and combat extremism and in-
tolerance. The approach, it is
hoped, will counter the men-
ace of violent extremism by ad-
dressing the ideological aspects
of the problem while the armed
forces’ efforts take care of the
rest via kinetic operations.

However, engaging religious
leaders and launching fresh op-
erations may not be enough. It
has been clear for a while that
local populations in areas cur-
rently most affected by terror-
ism and militancy still do not
want grand operations, mainly
because similar exercises in the
past created externalities that
inflicted very high costs on the
affected populations.

Furthermore, some seg-
ments, especially some of the
more vocal social movements in
Balochistan that have been agi-
tating for constitutional rights,
fear that they may be bundled
up with militants and made to
suffer the same treatment de-
cided for the latter simply be-
cause of their outspoken activ-
ism. There is an urgent need
to address these fears and as-
sure all those who eschew vio-
lence and militancy that their
interests will be protected, and
they will not be targeted under
the state’s counterinsurgency
plans. If the state needs its
people behind it, it should re-
main mindful and sensitive to
their concerns.

Muhammad
Amir Rana

It is no longer surprising that
parliament does not engage
in meaningful debates on
critical national challenges.
It has become a platform for
voicing concerns and hast-
ily concluded discussions,
as with the Balochistan cri-
sis. This crisis, which led to
the resignation of Sardar
Akhtar Mengal, the head of
his faction of the
Balochistan National Party,
and prompted the opposi-
tion to hold a multiparty
meeting outside parliament,
is a stark reminder of how
urgent the need is for imme-
diate and effective parlia-
mentary discourse.
Civilian institutions
have increasingly become
mere post boxes, content
with issuing simple state-
ments on major crises to ful-
fil their moral obligations.
Following the recent wave
of violence in Balochistan,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif chaired an apex com-
mittee meeting in Quetta,
seemingly with the same in-
tent of fulfilling a moral duty.
The exact proceedings of the
meeting remain unclear, as
media reports mention only
that “important decisions”

Crisis in Balochistan

were made without provid-
ing any details on what
those decisions were.

A few official media
outlets added brief details in
their reporting of the high-
level meeting, mentioning
plans to enhance the capac-
ity of the Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD),
police, levies, and related
departments. The reports
raised concerns regarding
why a critical task like eradi-
cating insurgency was being
assigned to a police-led
CTD, which operates under
a limited mandate and lacks
public trust due to allega-
tions of extrajudicial actions.
There were also concerns
about how the CTD will act
and resp-ond. However, it
is now understood that the
CTD will not operate in iso-
lation and work closely with
other law-enforcement agen-
cies (LEAs).

The ruling party either
underestimates the crisis in
Balochistan, or it does not
have the courage to make
decisions of national impor-
tance on its own. During his
maiden visit to Balochistan
after taking oath as prime
minister in April 2022, PM
Shehbaz had made a state-
ment about raising the issue
of missing persons “with
powerful quarters”. One

wonders what became of it.
Likewise, the office of the
president is a symbol of fed-
eral unity. Yet it has kept
mum on the issue, even
though the PPP had initiated
a unique reconciliation ini-
tiative in Balochistan during
its government from 2008 to
2013, called the ‘Aghaz-i-
Haqoog-i-Balochistan pack-
age’. Unfortunately, the bu-
reaucracy, establishment and
government had together
made sure that the initiative
flopped. The PPP is ruling
Balochistan again, but it re-
mains silent as it watches the
situation unfold.

It has been a general
impression that civilian gov-
ernments and mainstream
political parties intention-
ally do not interfere in secu-
rity-related affairs to avoid
the establishment’s anger.
They endorse whatever the
establishment wants and
just add a little note to it to
save face in public. One un-
derstands that most main-
stream political parties de-
rive their strength from the
powers that be rather than
from the masses, but that
does not mean that they
must completely outsource
all matters of national inter-
est to the security establish-
ment. Doing so does not
absolve them of their re-

sponsibilities, and they can-
not claim they were not in-
volved in decision-making
or were forced into compli-
ance. History will judge
them not only for their ac-
tions, but also for their si-
lence.

Political parties can fa-
cilitate the process of inclu-
sion by initiating a dialogue,
even if certain powerful
forces try to subvert the
process and remain unyield-
ing in their approaches and
practices, even if those prac-
tices do not produce results.
The establishment’s limita-
tions cannot serve as an ex-
cuse for political parties. If
a political party fails to ini-
tiate an inclusion process
and focuses solely on pro-
tecting its narrow interests,
modern political science re-
fers to it as a ‘mafia’. Such
groups do not qualify as le-
gitimate political actors.

The vacuum left by
political parties is eventu-
ally filled by highly moti-
vated groups that draw
their strength from ideol-
ogy, identity, sociopolitical
grievances and economic
deprivation. This is pre-
cisely what is happening
in strategically important
parts of the country, where
rights-based movements
have grown stronger and

now claim to represent the
people’s will. The estab-
lishment and traditional
parties are equally appre-
hensive about these move-
ments, as they challenge
the status quo. They both
attempt to paint such
movements as a threat to
national security and are
unwilling to engage with
them.

There is no greater
weakness than losing the
ability to reason with one’s
own people. In the absence
ofan inclusive process, the
people have learned to use
social media as an effective
tool to communicate with
the authorities. However,
state institutions seem
more apprehensive about
the power of social media
than about listening to the
people’s voice.

The newfound ability
to mobilise people without
the support of political
parties is a significant con-
cern for the rulers, but it
also signifies a shift in
power dynamics.

Balochistan needs a
dialogue with the power
elites — whoever is part
of that elite — and with
the intelligentsia, civil so-
ciety, media, and the
people of Punjab. How-
ever, our state intuitions,

including the ruling politi-
cal parties and parliament,
are reluctant to take this
initiative. If the opposition
parties plan to organise a
multiparty conference on
Balochistan, the move
should be welcomed and
the ruling parties must ap-
preciate it. One can antici-
pate the conference’s out-
come — the opposition
parties will not cross a limit
and will avoid confronta-
tion with the establish-
ment. However, their in-
volvement will signifi-
cantly enrich the discourse
on Balochistan. Think-
tanks and civil society can
take up the dialogue there-
after, and the independent
media can also add to the
discussion.

Where state institu-
tions, political parties and
parliament fail to initiate
dialogue, rights move-
ments can step in to build
consensus around their de-
mands by organising na-
tional jirgas and conven-
tions. Although the power
elites may not embrace
such gatherings, they will
gradually become embed-
ded in the community’s
collective memory, per-
petually challenging the es-
tablished norms of ‘na-
tional interest’.

Abbas Nasir

Sardar Akhtar Jan
Mengal’s resignation
from the National Assem-
bly may have been in the
making for some time,
given the lack of empa-
thy of the governing
party towards his prov-
ince, but it finally came
when he was blocked for
two full days from airing
his views on the floor of
the house in the wake of
last month’s violence in
Balochistan that claimed
over 50 lives.

What else could you
expect from the PML-N,
one of whose members
was chairing the session
in the absence of the
speaker, who was either
busy elsewhere or escap-
ing the embarrassment of
the unsavoury task, pos-
sibly mandated by the
party. These tactics cul-
minated in someone
pointing out the lack of
quorum as the BNP-M
leader rose to speak.

The Baloch leader
was bound to raise issues
about the security
forces, the very entity
responsible for ensuring
enough PML-N members
got into parliament to
enable the party to form
a government in

A salve for Baloch wounds

Islamabad and in Lahore.
This looked like one of
the many, many return
favours.

But was it really a
favour? I am reminded of
the Urdu proverb naadan
dost se daana dushman
achha (a wise enemy is
better than a foolish
friend). I am sure you
heard/watched the DG
ISPR’s news conference
on Thursday.

While he addressed
the August 26 upsurge in
attacks by Baloch sepa-
ratists, he also said: “We
know that there is a sense
of deprivation and per-
ception of state oppres-
sion among the people of
Balochistan.” He said
this perception was ex-
ploited by state enemies
on foreign instigation and
whenever the state took
action, this perception
was reinforced.

Against this back-
drop, PML-N’s denial of
the floor to one of the
few legitimately-elected
representatives of the
Baloch people could, and
certainly did, reinforce
the impression that
Baloch voices would not
be heard whether in par-
liament or elsewhere.

Akhtar Jan Mengal
himself told this colum-

nist that when Mahrang
Baloch came leading a
peaceful march to
Islamabad to agitate for
Baloch rights, the state
treated her like an enemy
and used force to dis-
perse the Baloch march-
ers.

“Peaceful Baloch
women marchers were
treated violently in the
capital where they came
with a belief in the fed-
eration and the Constitu-
tion, seeking a just solu-
tion to their problems, to
find out about our miss-
ing and to find a salve for
their wounds. And you
sprayed them with wa-
ter cannons, pulled the
chadors from their heads
and took them to police
stations,” he said, adding
that if anyone had
realised how much sup-
port the marchers had
received on their journey
through the province,
they would have under-
stood how counter-pro-
ductive this mindless ac-
tion was.

He said he tried for
years to get Balochistan
treated like any other
province but was now
admitting his failure. He
felt let down by political
parties, by the judiciary,
by governments and by

the military establish-
ment. The whole system
and each of its elements
has failed to deliver.

“This should have
been addressed much ear-
lier ... for some reason |
held on to a sliver of hope
in this system.
Balochistan is suffering
and they don’t seem to
care. The only time they
pay attention is when
they need votes to pass
a bill or a no-confidence
motion. It is dishearten-
ing but the ball is no
longer in our court — the
young generation has
taken the lead and will
decide the future of
Balochistan.”

“The state will never
understand Balochistan’s
plight, its pain ... it’s
about exploiting its re-
sources. I would like to
believe it’s not too late
but sadly it is very late
now. The horse has
bolted, and the barn door
is shut.”

I am certain you
have heard Akhtar Jan
Men-gal’s thoughts on
TV and in social media
interviews, which he has
given after submitting his
resignation. I have repro-
duced some of his words
here merely to underline
the impassioned plea

that the despondent
Baloch leader is making.

The answers to the
questions he is raising
are straightforward and
simple. When speaking
for his institution, the
DG ISPR refers to the
sense of deprivation and
perception of state op-
pression. It is our collec-
tive patriotic duty and
responsibility to address
this so those opting to
take up arms are isolated.

The youth are in-
deed taking the lead and
the Baloch, who have
been repeatedly cheated
out of their chosen repre-
sentatives, are responding
with vigour. Just see the
clips of Mahrang Baloch
and Sami Deen Baloch’s
reception in Baloch
towns and cities. They
seem to have captured the
hearts and minds of men
and women alike as tens
of thousands gather
around them.

The state needs to
acknowledge its excesses
and express contrition
and initiate a dialogue in
earnest with estranged
Baloch. And I don’t agree
with those who refuse to
call them estranged for
their own narrow, petty
political games and gains.

Advocates of the

continued use of the
‘iron hand’ must also do
a cost-benefit analysis of
the policy in Balochistan
where it has so far deliv-
ered blood and bodies on
all sides. Surely, another
approach need also be
explored. It is our patri-
otic duty to do this.

A keen Balochistan
observer pointed out the
funeral prayers of Mahal
Baloch, one of the two
Aug 26 suicide bombers
who used a vehicle-borne
improvised explosive de-
vice (VBIED) to breach
a security forces base,
were attended by a large
number of men and
women who seemed un-
afraid to gather publicly
in their hundreds.

That is the defiance
the state can do without
as it can potentially
snowball. Public accep-
tance of militancy can
only result in a greater
spiral is what one ana-
lyst feared. Let’s address
legitimate Baloch griev-
ances and move out of
this quagmire or be con-
tent with more of the
same. With pain guaran-
teed on both sides. We
constantly refer to hos-
tile foreign powers. Let’s
take this one weapon out
of their hands.

Al friendship

Muna Khan

You don’t forget your
first love. Psychologists
say it is because it is a
life-changing experience
and one that can impact
your brain, leaving an im-
print on its sensory
parts. By the same to-
ken, you also don’t for-
get your first break-up.
These experiences are the
first intense emotions we
go through.

Imagine feeling this
for a virtual companion.
Before you wave me off
as stark raving mad, I as-
sure you technology has
been creating solutions to
finding the right compan-
ion for you in the form
of matchmaking apps
and now AI chatbots for
companionship and inti-
macy.

I heard about one
such app, which was cre-
ated in 2017 in the US
called Replika. As I am
an avid podcast con-
sumer, I heard about it on
Black Box, a series by
The Guardian on how Al
is impacting lives.
Replika sells itself as a
‘virtual friend’ that is
able to improve the emo-
tional well-being of the
user. You log on, create
the avatar of the friend
you want — name, body,
personality and
backstory — and presto,
your friend is ready to
engage with you through
text, voice, augmented
reality and virtual reality.

“What does it mean
to have a friend inside
your computer?” wrote
Casey Newton in The
Verge in 2015, before
large language models be-
came what they are to-
day. Nearly a decade on,
virtual beings are helping
answer that question.

In an interview to
The Verge earlier this
year, Replika’s founder
Eugenia Kudya said the
app was not trying to re-
place real-life relation-
ships but “create an en-
tirely new relationship
category with the Al

companion, a virtual be-
ing that will be there for
you whenever you need
it, for potentially what-
ever purposes you might
need it for.”

Millions of users
signed up when it was
launched and were using
it for coaching, friend-
ship, mental health and
romance. I learned a lot
about Replika from users
on Reddit. Their conver-
sations had one common
thread — they felt seen
and heard by their com-
panion. I read so many
comments about how
their Rep “gets me more
than my best friend,
mum, dad, etc.” That is,
after all, what compan-
ionship is about: know-
ing the other person, lis-
tening to them and being
listened to. Users felt the
relationship was real and
were willing to pay $70
as annual subscription
fee. (I know I will get a
lot of flak for saying this
but there is always some
form of transaction in a
relationship so let us
avoid judgment here.)

Replika’s paid ser-
vices include more fea-
tures, one of which was
romantic role play. How-
ever, in February, a rul-
ing by Italy’s privacy
regulator (a body that
protects private data and
online well-being)
banned Replika from us-
ing Italian people’s data
and stated that it posed
risks to minors and
“emotionally fragile
people.”

It said the app did
not have an age verifica-
tion process or filters to
prevent minors from ac-
cessing adult material.
But I think the real con-
cern was about the risks
it posed to the emotion-
ally frail who could get
hurt by technology.

After the ruling,
many features were re-
moved and users around
the world experienced a
deep sense of loss when
their Rep “changed”
overnight. I read com-

ments about users strug-
gling with the break-up
and about how surprised
they were by the feelings
they had for virtual be-
ings.

It is easy to mock
people who use apps like
Replika. But at the heart
of it, this is a story about
loneliness, a growing epi-
demic that technology is
attempting to solve, and
profit from. If social me-
dia has profited from
keeping us glued to their
platforms, often at the
expense of personal re-
lationships, why blame
other platforms from
trying to cash in and also
address a need?

I am curious to see
how machine learning
impacts the future of our
relationships. Can Al
succeed in re--plicating
hum-an affection? As-
suming you are in a rela-
tionship with a virtual
being that always agrees
with you, how will you
deal with conflict and
hurt, emotions that make
us human?

I am still undecided
about trying it for the ex-
perience, but I know a
group of people who
could benefit tremen-
dously from it — the eld-
erly. In the last few
months, I have heard sto-
ries about elderly people
living on their own; their
partners gone, their chil-
dren abroad.

While they are well
looked after by
caregivers, they are still
on their own. Social dy-
namics have changed and
extended family does not
always have time to
check in on lonely rela-
tives.

I have also heard sad
stories about folks crav-
ing company. I think
they could benefit from
a virtual friend and it
may even be good for
their health. Connections
are key to longevity and
maybe we can open our
minds to the shapes and
forms they come in. --
Courtesy Dawn

Stalled dialogue

Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

At a book launch in New
Delhi on August 30, the
Indian external affairs
minister remarked that
“the era of uninterrupted
dialogue with Pakistan is
over”. Dialogue is the es-
sence of inter-state con-
duct, particularly be-
tween neighbours. To
shun dialogue is to shut
the doors on diplomacy
and open doors for con-
flict. Since 2016, India has
cut off all links with Pa-
kistan and conditioned
dialogue with it to an end
to the alleged cross-bor-
der terrorism from Paki-
stan. The irony is that it
is Pakistan that is suffer-
ing from terrorism, in-
cluding by Indian state
operatives who have as-
sassinated 20 Pakistani
citizens in 2023 alone. In
March 2016, Kulbhushan
Jadhav, an Indian spy and
a serving Indian Navy of-
ficer, was caught red-
handed in Balochistan
planning acts of terrorism
and sabotage under the
fake identity of Hussain
Mubarak Patel.

Indian leaders often
talk about Lashkar-i-Taiba
and Jaish-i-Mohammad
without taking into ac-
count the fact that both
organisations and their
leaders are proscribed in
Pakistan under Schedule-
I of the Anti-Terrorism
Act 1997 (ATA), and the
bulk of their leadership is
behind bars. India also
tries to give references to
these organisations in its
joint statements with
other countries. Yet, no
country now raises this
matter with Pakistan be-
cause they are well aware
of the concrete actions
Pakistan has taken to
fight terrorism and to
choke terrorist financing
in pursuance of the ATA
and the recommendations
of FATF and UN Security
Council 1373
committee’s monitoring
team.

In another remark, S.

Jaishankar stated that In-
dia was not passive in re-
lations with Pakistan and
“whether events take a
positive or a negative di-
rection, either way, we
[India] will react to it”.
India has so far reacted
negatively to every recent
positive gesture from Pa-
kistan. For instance, the
foreign minister of Paki-
stan has twice raised the
possibility of opening
trade with India, but the
latter did not give any re-
sponse, positive or nega-
tive. Pakistan has also in-
vited India to attend the
meeting of heads of gov-
ernments of SCO that Pa-
kistan is hosting next
month. It is not clear if
India will attend at the
level of prime minister or
even external affairs min-
ister.

On Jammu and Kash-
mir, Jaishankar remarked
that “... Article 370 is
done”. The Kashmir dis-
pute has four parties: In-
dia, Pakistan, Kashmiris,
and the international
community. How can In-
dia unilaterally take a de-
cision ignoring the other
parties to this UN-
recognised dispute, par-
ticularly the Kashmiris?
When Kashmiris resist
Indian occupation, India
terms their struggle as
Pakistan-sponsored ter-
rorism. For over 70 years,
Kashmiris have sent a
consistent message to In-
dia that they want to ex-
ercise their right to self-
determination. How long
must they speak out be-
fore India realises that
Kashmiris do not wish to
remain under Indian occu-
pation and want to decide
their political destiny
themselves? Jaishankar
said that “actions have
consequences”. He would
well appreciate that
India’s resort to excessive
force against Kashmiris
also has had consequences
in terms of regional peace
and stability.

At this point in
time, India is able to get
away with its dominating

posture towards its
neighbours. If only Indian
leaders could see how all
nations in South Asia are
now deeply frustrated
with the interventionist
stance that India has
adopted in its dealings
with neighbours. It ap-
pears that the Indo-US
strategic partnership,
which is aimed at contain-
ing the rise of China, has
emboldened the Indian
leadership to behave as a
regional hegemon. When
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari,
the then Pakistan foreign
minister, visited India to
participate in the SCO
meeting in Goa last May,
the Indian foreign minis-
ter chose to set aside all
diplomatic norms and
called him a “justifier
[and] spokesperson of a
terrorism industry”. Such
arrogance has become the
principal impediment to
India’s ambitions to be-
come a global and regional
power and a net security
provider in South Asia
and the Indian Ocean re-
gion.

The people and lead-
ership of Pakistan have
done well by offering
peace and dialogue to In-
dia even in the face of
India’s persistent refusal
to engage in talks. Indian
leaders are well advised to
remember that times
change and what they de-
cide today will affect fu-
ture generations and the
course of history. Indeed,
actions have conse-
quences. And the conse-
quence of the no-dialogue
policy could be a fratri-
cidal conflict in South
Asia, which will hurt all
sides.

If that is the legacy
the Modi regime wishes
to leave behind, so be it.
A wiser course, however,
would be to resume bilat-
eral dialogue, revive Saarc,
and address issues like all
nations do, and thus en-
gender a positive legacy
of leading a secure, con-
flict-free, and economi-
cally integrated South
Asia. -- Courtesy Dawn
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LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider Khan addresg Mil

Milad-ul-Nabi (SAW) at the Governor House.
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3,000 centers for non-formal
education will be established
in Sindh: Education Minister

KARACHI (NNI): Repre-
sentatives from global and
local institutions working
for the advancement of
education, social figures,
scholars, and others em-
phasized that efforts to in-
crease education and lit-
eracy in Sindh should pri-
oritize providing basic edu-
cation in children’s mother
tongue.

Furthermore, steps to
promote multilingual edu-
cation should be strength-
ened so that future genera-
tions can enhance commu-
nication and learn from one
another.

These thoughts were
expressed by the speakers
during an event held at
Karachi’s Marriott Hotel in
connection with World Lit-

Sindh’s Minister for
Education and Mineral De-
velopment, Syed Sardar Ali
Shah, participated as the
chief guest. The event, or-
ganized by the Directorate
of Literacy and Non-For-
mal Education, was titled
“Promoting Multilingual
Education: Literacy for
Mutual Understanding and
Peace.” In addition to rep-
resentatives from global or-
ganizations working in edu-
cation, the event was at-
tended by Sindh School
Education Secretary Zahid
Ali Abbasi, social activist
Shehzad Roy, Javed Jabbar,
JICA Chief Advisor Javed
Gill, MD of Sindh Educa-
tion Foundation Qazi
Kabir, Director of Non-
Formal Education Abdul

Thar Education Alliance
Partab Shivani, JICA’s
Prem Sagar, educators,
teachers, and students.

In his address as the
chief guest, Sindh Educa-
tion Minister Syed Sardar
Ali Shah said that there is a
need to further activate the
non-formal education
mechanism to ensure out-
of-school children in Sindh
not only complete their
education but also gain
skills. In this regard, 100
non-formal education cen-
ters are being established in
each district. In the first
phase, these 3,000 centers
will provide both education
and vocational training to
children who have dropped
out of school. He further
said that the majority of out-

eracy Day. Jabbar Mari, head of the of-school children.
September § markedas | CMlauds
Navy’s role

commitment to Maritime
Defence: Governor Sindh

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Mohammad
Kamran Khan Tessori has
emphasized that September
8 signifies an unwavering
commitment to maritime
defence.

Addressing a cer-
emony on Navy Day, he
said that the Pakistan Navy
defeated enemies Navy
many times.

Tessori said that the
entire nation paid tribute to
the courage and dedication
of the Pakistan Navy. He
said that the Pakistan Navy

<
o ——

displayed exceptional brav-
ery in the 1965 war.

He said that the story
of the bravery of Pakistan
Navy men was heard all
over the world.

Governor Kamran
Khan Tessori also met
with the families of mar-
tyrs of the Pakistan
Navy.

Earlier, he arrived at
the Navy Day ceremony
and was welcomed by
Commander Karachi Rear
Admiral Mohammad
Saleem.

KARACHI: Members of Pak Muslim liance (PMA-Dewan) are holding
protest demonstration over the derogatory statement against Bengalis and

on Navy Day

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah on Sunday
said that Pakistan Navy
was one of the strongest
naval forces in the world.

In his message on
Navy Day, he appreciated
the patriotic spirit of Paki-
stan Navy.

The Sindh Chief Min-
ister said that Pakistan
Navy remained vigilant to
monitor maritime bound-
aries.

Murad said that our
forces had made great
sacrifices for the coun-
try.

Biharis in the Sindh Assembly, at Karachi press club.

Sec Education KP issues
directives to improve
school performance

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
The Secretary of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Educa-
tion Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), on Sunday called for
immediate improvements
in the performance of
school principals and the
overall school environment
to ensure quality education
for students.

During his visit to
Abbottabad, he announced
a 90-day task for District
Education Officers (Male
and Female) to implement
these changes.

The secretary held a
joint session with both edu-
cation officers, where de-
tailed reports on district-
level operations were pre-
sented. He emphasized the

need for effective leadership
within schools and re-
quested actionable sugges-
tions to enhance the perfor-
mance of principals and or-
ganize school environments
more efficiently. The edu-
cation officers were given a
90-day deadline to fulfil
these tasks. Furthermore,
the secretary directed the
formation of Parent-
Teacher Management Com-
mittees (PTM) within 15
days to strengthen commu-
nity involvement in school
management. Highlighting
the importance of extracur-
ricular activities, he stressed
the need to revive literary
societies in schools and
promote sports to foster
leadership skills.

Farah Deeba says:
Govt working for

well-being of artists

LAHORE (APP): Culture
and National Heritage
(C&NH) Coordinator
Farah Deeba said here Sun-
day that government is art-
ist-friendly and working for
the well-being of artists.
She was talking to
media during her visit to the
residence of renowned Film
Director Altaf Hussain to
inquire about his health.
Deeba also conveyed
amessage from the Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, Attaullah
Tarar, to Altaf Hussain,
stating that the minister

asked about his health and
prayed for his long and
healthy life. The Coordina-
tor vowed to play an effec-
tive role in ensuring best fa-
cilitation from the govern-
ment for the welfare of the
artists community.

She said that the film
industry needs guidance
from senior directors like
Altaf Hussain, adding that
artists are very talented and
should be appreciated.
AltafHussain is considered
one of the best and senior-
most directors in the Paki-
stan film industry.

Food secretary
visits PFA office

in Murree

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Food Secretary Ehsan
Bhutta on Sunday visited
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) office in Murree and
expressed his resolve for
ensuring the provision of
quality edible items.

According to official
sources here, the secretary
said that steps related to
awareness regarding food
safety laws and training of
food business operators
must be expedited.

He said that a number
of complaints related to
food items in Murree was a
good sign.

Ehsan Bhutta said that
operational working of food
safety teams resulted in in-
creased business registra-
tion.

Larkana Police
arrest 7 criminals
involved in

murder case

LARKANA (APP):
Larkana police are conduct-
ing operations against
criminals and arrested 7 cul-
prits involved in cases of
serious nature like murder,
robberies, theft and drug
dealing on Sunday.

In this regard, Dari
police arrested the drug
dealer Sajjad alias Saju Abro
with 3kg 100 grams of hash-
ish, the undercover suspect
including Khan Jakarani,
Nimat Sarohi with cannabis,
Ali Goharabad police also
arrested drug dealer accused
Rafiq Abro along with 3 kg
of 100 grams of hashish.

Innovative steps being
taken for education: CM

LAHORE (APP): Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif said on Sunday that
her government will take all
possible measures to enrol
all out of school children in
the province.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharifin her message on In-
ternational Literacy Day
said,” We pledge to impart
education to everyone on
the eve of International Lit-
eracy Day. The religion of
Islam lays emphasis on ac-
quiring knowledge and the
Holy Quran also preaches
to attain knowledge. Re-
sources needed for the ba-
sic education of ignored
segments of society are be-
ing provided.”

The Chief Minister
added,” Literacy improves
quality of life and provides
immense opportunities of
progress. We cannot think
of a bright future without
attaining a 100 percent lit-

eracy rate. The Punjab gov-
ernment is taking historical
and innovative steps for the
provision of ease in access
to education.”

The CM added,” 4
lakh students of three dis-
tricts are being provided
packets of milk under the
‘Chief Minister School
Nutrition Program’. The
Punjab government is pro-
viding laptops to the stu-
dents for providing them
assistance in their education
and research.” The Chief
Minister said,” We will
provide scholarships to the
students of Punjab in the
national and international
universities. The Punjab
government will provide
buses to the students espe-
cially female students so as
to provide comfort in their
transportation in every
tehsil. Children are being
enrolled under the enrol-
ment campaign.”

LAHORE: Provincial Minister of Information and
Broadcasting Uzma Bukhari answering the ques-
tions of journalists in the press conference in the

provincial capital.

GM Wapda Norths
calls on Governor KP

PESHAWAR (APP): Gen-
eral Manager WAPDA
North, Shafiq Khan Bettani
called on Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi here at Governor
House.

GM Bettani briefed
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, on the progress and
strategic planning for the
Chashma Lift Canal
project.

Bettani informed the
Governor that a special di-
rectorate has been estab-
lished in the Chashma Right
Bank Canal Colony Dera
Ismail Khan to oversee the
project.

Governor Kundi ex-
pressed his pleasure at the
development and empha-
sized the project’s signifi-
cance not only for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa but for
Pakistan’s overall develop-
ment and prosperity.

He highlighted that the
completion of the Chashma
Lift Canal will irrigate thou-
sands of acres of land, bring

a green revolution to the
region, and contribute sig-
nificantly to alleviating the
country’s food shortages.

The Governor said
that the project will help
reduce unemployment
across the province and ini-
tiate a new era of related
developmental activities.

He extended his grati-
tude to Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif and the federal gov-
ernment for allocating 19
billion rupees to the project
in the budget.

He also acknowledged
the contributions of Paki-
stan Peoples Party Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, who played a cru-
cial role in facilitating the
project.

Kundi assured that
construction work on the
Chashma Lift Canal would
begin within the year. The
meeting also covered other
developmental projects re-
lated to WAPDA in the
province.

No pardon for crime
of planning, attacking
state: Marriyum

LAHORE (APP): Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
that there will be no par-
don for the crime of plan-
ning and attacking the state.

In a statement, she
emphasized that no matter
how much one protests,
complains, punishment is
inevitable.

“The first request for
relief under the new NAB
law was made by the con-
vict of the May 9 incident.
He claims the law was cre-
ated to protect thieves, yet
his own request for reliefin

the form of NRO belongs
to the May 9 convict under
the NAB law,” she added.

She further stated,
“He demands an NRO
while holding rallies. The
rally is nothing but a plea
for an NRO to escape
punishment for commit-
ting a crime with regard
to planning against the
state on May 9.”
Marriyum Aurangzeb ques-
tioned why the individual
who refers to the NAB law
as the “thieves’ law” was
the first to seek reliefunder
1t.

Finality of Prophet-hood is a
part of our faith: Governor

Independent Report
LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan organized a
gathering of Milad Mustafa
in connection with Milad-
ul-Nabi (SAW) at the Gov-
ernor House Lahore. In the
Milad event, well-known
Naat Khwans Shahbaz
Qamar Faridi, Ahmed Ali
Hakim and others recited
naats while the speakers
shed light on the life of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH) and
his teachings for the wel-
fare and guidance of human-
ity.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Governor Punjab,
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that the holy life of
Prophet Muhammad

(SAW) is the best example
for us. Governor Punjab
said that , he has been orga-
nizing Mehfil e Milad since
2007 in his constituency

a2

and it was his duty to orga-
nize Milad in the Governor’s
house .Governor Punjab
said all the staff of the
Governor’s House has
worked hard to organize
this festival. Governor
Punjab said that today is
also the golden jubilee of
Youm-e-Khatm-e-
Nubuwat. He said that
the nation was grateful to
former Prime Minister,
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, as
he was the one who
signed the law of finality
of Prophethood, adding
that when Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto signed that he said
thathe was signing his death
certificate and that signa-
ture became the cause of his
death. Governor Punjab
said that the end of Prophet
hood is a part of our faith.
He said that all Muslims
consider love of Prophet
Muhammad (peace and

-
i

blessings of Allah be upon
him) as the basis of religion
and the end of prophet
hood as the way of salva-
tion and faith. He said
that following the ex-
ample of  Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) is
the way of salvation and
guidance for us.

At the end of Mahfil
Milad Mustafa, Umrah
tickets were distributed
among 13 lucky people by
draw. In Mahfil Milad
Mustafa (PBUH) people
belonging to all walks of
life participated in a large
number. On this occasion,
the Governor House
building was decorated
with lights. A special
prayer was offered for the
development and pros-
perity of the country and
to get rid of the problems
faced by the Muslim
Ummabh.

|

rtment Punjab and TEVTA signing MoU regardig
Middle Tech on the eve of World Literacy Day.

Two killed in
shooting attack
on SHO house

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Two brothers were killed on
Sunday in a shooting attack
on Station House Officer
(SHO) house in Lakki
Marwat.

According to a private
news channel and police,
SHO Shafqatullah was safe
as he was not present at
home.

As soon as the inci-
dent was reported, the po-
lice reached the accident site
and started investigation.
The accused managed to
escape from the spot after
the incident.

DGPR directs

employees to
ensurediscipline,
punctuality

LAHORE (APP): Secre-
tary Information & Culture
and Director General Pub-
lic Relations Punjab, Dr
Shahinshah Faisal Azim,
has instructed all officers
and officials of the depart-
ment to ensure discipline
and punctuality.

All officers/officials of
DGPR office will mark
their attendance through
biometric system. All offic-
ers of the department
should perform their pro-
fessional duties more effi-
ciently and without negli-
gence. Furthermore, accord-
ing to the directions of Min-
ister for Information &
Culture Punjab, Azma
Bokhari, all directors of re-
spective wings have been
directed to regularly moni-
tor the performance of their
subordinates.

Abducted boy
recovered,
female
kidnapper

arrested

MULTAN (APP): Police
have recovered a boy and
arrested a female kidnapper
in a special operation here
on Sunday.

The incident came to
light on September 6, when
Wagas Abbasi reported to
Cantt police that his two-
year-old son Abdullah, who
was playing outside the
house in the morning, had
gone missing.

The police registered
acase and began their search
for the child.

LAHORE: Residents of Eden Value Homes are holding protest demonstra-

tion against high handedness of Eden administration, in Lahore.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister Azma
Bukhari has said holding
rallies will not bring the PTI
founder out of jail.

Talking to the media at
DGPR on Sunday, she said:
“We are not afraid of rallies
but of actions of the PTI
members.” She said it was
not a jalsa in Islamabad but
a concert, held with the re-
sources of the Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa government.
People were brought to the
jalsa in Rescue-1122 ve-
hicles.

She said that it was
unfortunate for KP to have
had rulers like the PTI
founder Imran Khan. The
people of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa were de-
ceived in the name of ‘Naya
Pakistan’, she added. They
were brought from KP to
attend the rally, and God
knows how much money
was paid to participants.

"

Rallies won’t bring
PTI’s founder out of
jail: Azma Bukhari

She said that everyone who
was involved in the events
of May 9, or those who in-
structed for it would have
to answer for it. May 9 is
an event similar to the fall
of Dhaka, and it could
never be forgotten, she said
and added that during the
PTI government, 40 cases
were tried in military courts.
If the GHQ attack case
could be tried in military
courts, why Imran Khan
case could not be tried in
military court for ordering
for May-9 attack?

The Punjab informa-
tion minister said that
Imran Khan had opposed
the NAB amendments, but
now his application had
been filed for relief under
the same law. She said that
the situation in Dera Ghazi
Khan was far from ideal.
Usman Buzdar, who be-
longs to DG Khan, could
not deliver.

~—

HYDERABAD: Muslim League (PML-N) Leader,
Kheal Das Kohistani addresses to media persons
during press conference, at Talpur House in
Hyderabab.

Minister inaugurates

six dialysis machines

SIALKOT (APP): Provin-
cial Minister for Local Gov-
ernment Mian Zeeshan
Rafiq, Deputy Commis-
sioner Muhammad
Zulqarnain and Member
Provincial  Assembly
(MPA) Naveed Ashraf in-
augurated six dialysis ma-
chines at Civil Hospital
Daska.

The hospital will now
have dialysis units with 12
machines. The minister said
that Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif is
determined to bring best
health facilities to the
people of the province at
their doorsteps. The suc-

cessful launch of projects
like Mobile Hospital and
Clinic on Wheel are part of
her vision, he added.

He said that according
to the vision of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, the mega
project of revamping all
primary and rural health
centers of Punjab is in
progress. They will not
only be revamped, but medi-
cal facilities would be pro-
vided round the clock, be-
sides medicines and medi-
cal tests. A request will be
made to the Punjab govern-
ment to set up a trauma
center in the hospital.

MUZAFFARGARH
(APP): Provincial Minister
for Social Welfare and Bait-
ul-Maal, Sohail Shaukat
Butt visited Muzaffargarh
to review progress on so-
cial welfare projects and the
initiative of “Himmat Card”
on Sunday.

He was accompanied
by MPA and Parliamentary
Secretary for Higher Edu-
cation, Sardar Ajmal Khan
Chandia.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sohail Shaukat Butt

said that the purpose of the

Minister reviews
progress on social
welfare projects

visit was to inspect various
social welfare projects in
the district and to review
the ongoing distribution of
Himmat Cards.

The provincial minis-
ter emphasized that the
trip was in line with the di-
rectives of Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif.

He also highlighted the
significance of the Himmat
Card initiative, which has
already benefited over
40,000 individuals across
the province.
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Uzbekistan significant
trading partner of Pakistan
in Central Asia: Jam Kamal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Com-
merce, Jam Kamal Khan on
Saturday said that
Uzbekistan is a significant
trading partner of Pakistan
in Central Asia, which
signed the first transit trade
agreement with Pakistan.

The 33rd Indepen-
dence Day of the Republic
of Uzbekistan was cel-
ebrated with great enthusi-
asm in Islamabad, with
Jam  Kamal Khan,
Pakistan’s Federal Minister
for Commerce, gracing the
event as the Chief Guest.

The ceremony, at-
tended by dignitaries, dip-
lomats, and military offi-
cials, marked a new chap-
ter in the flourishing rela-
tionship between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan.

In his address, Minis-
ter Jam Kamal Khan em-
phasized the unique and
enduring ties between Pa-
kistan and Uzbekistan,
rooted in shared history
and culture.

portance of trade, he stated,
“Pakistan views
Uzbekistan as a significant
trading partner in Central
Asia. Over the past three
years, bilateral trade has
grown substantially, re-
flecting the strong bond be-
tween our two nations.”

Jam mentioned the
successful “Made in Paki-
stan” exhibition held in
Tashkent in June 2024,
which featured 85 Pakistani
companies and attracted
hundreds of Uzbek busi-
nessmen.

Minister Jam Kamal
encouraged both nations’
business communities to
seize opportunities through
the business forum held on
the occasion, stressing that
economic and trade rela-
tions should reach new
heights.

Jam Kamal Khan fur-
ther remarked on
Uzbekistan’s pivotal role as
the first Central Asian na-
tion to sign a Transit Trade
Agreement and Preferential

Highlighting the im-
== : ey

Trade Agreement with Pa-

kistan. Uzbek traders are
increasingly using Pakistani
ports for their global im-
ports, Jam added.

The Uzbek Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, Oybek
Usmanov, praised
Pakistan’s support in en-
hancing connectivity, par-
ticularly in the fields of de-
fense, trade, and regional
infrastructure.

Ambassador
Usmanov highlighted that
the bilateral trade had
reached half a billion dol-
lars, with plans to reach $1
billion soon, thanks to joint
efforts in transit and logis-
tics agreements.

He also pointed out
the trilateral Uzbekistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan rail-
way project as a trans-for-
mative initiative for regional
connectivity.

In closing, both lead-
ers expressed optimism for
the future, with Minister
Jam Kamal reiterating his
commitment to deepening
the economic ties between
the two nations.

LAHORE Women buylng second-hand school unlforms fromAnar Kali Ba-

zaar in the provincial capital.

Value-Added Textile Industry
& export on brink of collapse
owing to liquidity crunch

KARACHI (INP): The
Value-Added Textile Indus-
try of Pakistan is facing
most challenging and diffi-
cult situation owing to hard-
ships emerged due to finan-
cial mismanagement and
anti-export policies of the
Government whereby the
genuine Sales Tax Refunds
of exporters have been
unwarrantedly and exces-
sively delayed in contrary
to the laws and rules to re-
lease in 72 hours of ap-
proval of ERPOs.

The Government had
previously hit a fatal blow
on the export by changing
the Fixed Tax Regime to
Normal Tax Regime increas-
ing financial grievances of
export-industries. The anti-
export moves in violation
of the Apparel & Textile
Policy viz-a-viz discontinu-
ation of Regionally Com-
petitive Energy Tariffs, sus-
pending the Financial Ma-
trix covering the dissemina-
tion of Duty Drawback on
Local Taxes and Levies
(DLTL) has severely ham-
pered the viability and
competitiveness of the
Value-Added Textile Export
Industries.

The energy cost has
become almost double mul-
tiplying the effect of taxes
by increasing sales tax
amount in the utility bills
which has impacted an in-
crease in Sales Tax amount
and Refunds claims stuck-
up with the Govt. Similarly,
discontinuation of EFS on
local purchases has com-
pelled the Exporters to pay
additional sales tax to manu-
facture goods meant for ex-
port pilling up the refunds
burden further.

The sky-rocketing
cost of energy and indus-
trial inputs has pushed the
export-industries towards
the verge of disaster, ulti-
mately, affecting the na-
tional foreign exchange earn-
ings.

The industry is, pres-
ently, functioning under-
capacity to the tune of 60%
and the adverse impact of
liquidity crunch has also
jeopardized the future of
employment/ workforce in
the export-industries.

The unwanted delays,
amid uncalled-for utilization
of the funds generated
through the Sales Tax con-
tributed by the export in-

dustries in other areas, has
excessively delayed refunds
to exporters. As appeared
in the press today, the FBR
has halted Sales Tax Re-
funds to meet the Septem-
ber targets.

It is also revealed that
the Government is paying
its liabilities through the re-
fundable tax monies of ex-
porters which appears to be
unfair and unethical, also on
the cost and survival of the
export-industries. The
Government must fulfil its
commitment and promises
to release all pending genu-
ine sales tax refunds and
other refund claims of the
Textile Exporters in one go,
on most immediate basis.

This joint statement
was given by Iftikhar A.
Sheikh, President, Karachi
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (KCCI); the Val-
ued Added Textile Associa-
tions: Muhammad Jawed
Bilwani, Chief Coordinator,
Value-Added Textile Forum
& Chairman, Pakistan Ap-
parel Forum; Abdul Jabbar
Gajiani, Zonal Chairman,
Pakistan Hosiery Manu-
facturers & Exporters As-
sociation (PHMA).

SUKKUR: A fisherman selling fresh fish on
Sukkur Barrage.

Traders hail efforts
of SCCI for resolving
U-turn issue in Peshawar

PESHAWAR (APP): Trad-
ers from Arbab Road
Peshawar Saddar praised the
efforts and role of Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) in opening
a U-turn near Takhto Jamat
Saddar Road Peshawar,
which remained closed for
the last 11 months. Accord-
ing to information, a delega-
tion of traders led by Arbab
Road Traders Association
Peshawar Cantt vice presi-
dent Sumeer Chaudhry held
a meeting with SCCI presi-
dent Fuad Ishaq in the cham-
ber house, during which the
delegation lauded his efforts
in opening of U-turn to re-
connect Arbab Road with
main Saddar route.
Members of the del-
egation include general sec-
retary of the association

Muhammad Aftab Ahmad
Khan, Faisal Nouman,
Naveed Abrar, Fazal
Waheed, Khair Gul,
Nouman Durrani, Saddam
Hussain, Khushal Khan
and other members.

On the occasion, the
SCCI senior vice president
Sanaullah Khan and execu-
tive member Monawar
Khurshid also present.

Office bearers of the
association highly eulo-
gized the efforts of the
president of the SCCI to
open the U-turn near
Takhtoo Jamaat Peshawar
Saddar, which remained
closed for the last 11
months. The SCCI raised
this issue effectively with
relevant authorities and re-
solved promptly, the par-
ticipants said.

PSQCA launches
crackdown on
substandard
steel products,

unlicensed units

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Standards and Quality
Control Authority
(PSQCA) launched a se-
ries of raids across Punjab,
targeting illegal and unli-
censed manufacturing
units in a decisive move
to curb the production and
sale of substandard steel
products.

According to the
PSQCA sources, acting on
directives from the Prime
Minister’s office, Secre-
tary of Science and Tech-
nology Sajid Baloch, and
Director General PSQCA
Toufeeq Abbasi ordered
the crackdown. Engr.
Muhammad Rizwan, Di-
rector of the Standards
Development Centre,
spearheaded the action,
which was carried out un-
der the supervision of
Deputy Director Asghar
Ali, Assistant Director
Nouman Khaliq, and Field
Officer Syed Taimur
Ahmed. In cooperation
with local police, the
PSQCA enforcement team
conducted multiple raids
across various manufac-
turing sites in Lahore,
leading to the seizure of
six illegal manufacturing
units. Legal action has
been initiated against the
traders involved.

KARACHTI: Activists of Pasban Democratic Party (PDP) are holding protest
demonstration against massive unemployment, increasing price of daily use
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products, inflation price hiking and the highly inflated electricity bills, at

Karachi press club.

MolTT launches

RoW One-Window Operation
to expedite NOC process
for telecom operators

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology and Tele-
communication (MoITT)
has introduced the Right of
Way (RoW) One-Window
Operation, aimed at simpli-
fying and speeding up the
process of securing No
Objection Certificates
(NOC:s) for telecom opera-
tors.

One significant barrier
to improving fiber penetra-
tion in Pakistan is the com-
plicated process of obtain-
ing Right of Way (RoW)

No Objection Certificates
(NOCs).

Telecom operators are
required to seek approvals
from multiple government
agencies, each with its own
unique procedures, causing
delays and inefficiencies.
This disorganized system
has hindered the progress
of Pakistan’s National
Fiberization Vision, a plan
designed to expand fiber
connectivity nationwide.

An official from the
Ministry IT said the RoW
One-Window Operation

minimizes paperwork, al-
lowing telecom operators to
electronically submit their
RoW applications for
NOCs, eliminating unnec-
essary delays in approvals.

The process also fa-
cilitates online fee pay-
ments, enhancing transpar-
ency and efficiency. A dedi-
cated online system for
complaint and dispute
management will ensure
quicker resolutions, while
Fiberization Mapping will
track fiberization progress
nationwide.

PFC organized Seminar
on religious tourism

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Furniture Council (PFC)
Chief Executive Officer
Mian Kashif Ashfaq said on
Sunday that Pakistan holds
historical and spiritual sig-
nificance for millions of
people around the globe as
important sites of Bud-
dhism, Hindus and Sikhs
are situated on its territory.

Addressing a seminar
on “Promotion of Religious
Tourism” organized by
PFC, he added Pakistan has
immense potential to de-
velop religious tourism,
which could significantly
boost its economy and for-
eign reserves.

He said important
sites such as the ancient
Buddhist city of Taxila, the
Hindu temples of Katas
Raj, and the Sikh pilgrim-
age site of Kartarpur offer
unique opportunities to at-
tract tourists seeking spiri-
tual journeys. Harnessing
this potential requires im-
proving infrastructure, pro-
moting religious sites inter-
nationally, and ensuring se-
curity for tourists. Upgrad-
ing transportation, accom-
modations, and amenities
near these destinations
would make travel more
convenient and comfortable
for tourists.

LESCO official

suspended

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) has suspended an
official for negligence in his
duty.

According to the
company’s spokesperson
here Sunday, Assistant
Lineman Syed Akmal
Rasool posted in Kala
Khatai Road Sub-Division
has been suspended for
misconduct and dereliction
of duty.

LESCO Chief Engi-
neer Shahid Haider says
that the black sheep are tar-
nishing the company’s re-
pute and vowed to continue
with strict action against
such elements.

PESHAWAR: Vendors sells bananas to earn their livelihood for support their

families, at Fruit Market in Peshawar.

Pakistan’s remarkable
achievement at 101
2024, Egypt

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
International Olympiad in
Informatics (I01) 2024 took
place in Alexandria, Egypt,
from September 1 to 8, and
for the first time, a team
from Pakistan participated
in this prestigious global
competition. According to
the Education Ministry,
teams from 96 countries
competed, showcasing their
talents in computer science
and programming.

“We are proud to an-
nounce that the Pakistani
team comprising four stu-

dents achieved an impressive
result in their debut appear-
ance, securing two bronze
medals”. The students who
brought this honour to Pa-
kistan are Mr Muhammad
Umair Ahmad Mirza and Mr
Kaleem Raza Syed. Addi-
tionally, Mr. Muhammad
Saram received an Honorable
Mention for his outstanding
performance. This remarkable
success isa significant achieve-
ment for a country participat-
ing for the first time in such a
high-level international pro-
gramming competition.

CM’s Kisan
Card distribution
process begins

in Lodhran

LODHRAN (APP): Princi-
pal Agriculture Officer
Muhammad Zafar Malik has
said the Punjab Chief
Minister’s Kisan card
programme disbursement
process has been started
from tehsil Kehror Pacca of
district Lodhran. He stated
that distribution centres have
been established in all three
tehsils of the district. He said
that under the Punjab Chief
Minister’s Agriculture Trans-
formation Programme, exem-
plary measures were being
taken for development and
prosperity of farmers.

Punjab govt introduces
revolutionary interest-free
loan facility for cattle farmers

MULTAN (APP): The
Punjab government has of-
ficially launched an interest-
free Livestock

Card Scheme with an
aim to support cattle farm-
ers across the province. The
scheme was designed to
provide financial assistance
for the purchase of essen-
tial livestock feed and man-
age care, said Deputy Di-
rector Livestock Dr
Jamshaid Akhtar while
commenting on different
features of the interest-free
loan scheme.

Talking to APP, Dr.
Akhtar shared, the scheme
was specifically targeted at
small and medium scale
livestock farmers and had
clearly defined eligibility
criteria. To qualify, appli-
cants must be residents of
Punjab and possess a valid
Computerized National
Identity Card (CNIC). Ad-
ditionally, they were re-
quired to have an active
mobile SIM registered in
their name.

Farmers who own be-
tween five to ten calves or
cattle could apply for the
loan, although those with
more than ten animals were
also eligible. However, fi-
nancial support would only

be provided for a maximum
of ten animals. Dr. Akhtar
stated that a clean credit
history was essential,
which would be verified by
the Electronic

Credit Information
Bureau (eCIB) to ensure
applicants were not de-
faulters. Verification of
identity would also be
conducted through
NADRA also, while the
Urban Unit would confirm
the presence of applicant
and their livestock. Farm-
ers must be registered
with the Punjab Livestock
Department’s 9211 data-
base to participate in the
scheme, Dr. Jamshaid
maintained.He further ex-
plained that the loan would
be provided on a ‘first-
come, first-served’ basis to
those who meet all the nec-
essary conditions.

Applications for the
scheme would be submit-
ted online through the
Punjab Information Tech-
nology Board’s (PITB)
platform.

The loan had a maxi-
mum duration of 150 days,
during which farmers would
have 120 days to utilize the
funds, followed by a 30-
day repayment period.

LAHORE Avendor dlsplaymg clay-made items at
roadside to attract the customers.

IESCO installs state of art
over 110,000 AMI meters

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The state of the art project
Advanced Metering Infra-
structure AMI is a revolu-
tionary initiative in power
sector by the government
and Islamabad Electric
Supply Company (IESCO)
has successfully over
110,000 meters so far.
Sharing details, AMI
project director Mr.
Moshin Raza Gillani said
that this project is success-
fully continue in two op-
eration circles of IESCO i.e.
Rawalpindi city and
Rawalpindi Cantt. As per
latest report more than
110000 old meters have
been replaced with AMI
meters and it is expected
that by 2026 all old meters
in Rawalpindi city
Rawalpindi Cantt circles
Taxila and surroundings will
be replaced with AMI
meter. Moreover AMI
meter are also being in-
stalled on industries and
high losses feeders. This
will anticipate towards un-
interrupted power supply
and reduction in line losses
and power theft. The In-
stallation of AMI meter will
also lead towards 100% ac-
curate and timely meter
reading, effective control on
power theft, true estimation
of power demand and sup-
ply, real time monitoring
and control of electricity
consumption, better recov-

ery position, better and ef-
fective customer service,
automated complaint regis-
tered of faulty meters to
concerned field office, bal-
anced distribution system
and distribution transform-
ers resultant in reduction of
transformers and meters
burnt complaints

Moshin Raza Gillani
said that this is a pilot
project in Pakistan and
IESCO has privileged to be
a first power distribution
company of Pakistan to
implement this project.

He said that for aware-
ness of the general public
regarding the benefits of
this technology AMI
meters we have started
awareness campaign at dif-
ferent forms and interna-
tional experts are also the
part of this technology.

He said that being a
pilot project our teams are
facing some technical and
operational issues and also
receiving complaints from
customers but our teams
are handling all field issues
and valuable customers
complaints very profes-
sionally and swiftly.

He also requested the
support of valuable cus-
tomers which will surely
lead towards timely

completion of the project
and its benefits will bring a
positive change in the
power sector.

QUETTA: Avendor sortlng onions at his roadside

stall on Nawa Killi Bypass.

BRT faces Rs.3.2 billion annual losses

PESHAWAR (APP): The
ongoing shortage of buses
within Peshawar’s Bus
Rapid Transit (BRT) sys-
tem exacerbated the diffi-
culties faced by passengers,
particularly those with dis-
abilities and women, as
they navigate the city’s
public transport network
that are facing about Rs 3.2
annual losses.

The scrapping of pri-
vate transport options and
long delayed in completion
of BRT’s commercial malls
at Dabgari and Hayatabad
has further intensified
these massive challenges,
leading to a noticeable strain
on the BRT system’s capac-
1ty.

Among those passen-
gers struggling is Khurshid
Khan, a 43-year-old gov-
ernment employee who
mostly relied on the BRT
for his daily commute from

Chamkani to Hayatabad —
a journey spanning ap-
proximately 27 kilometers.

As a person with a
disability, Khurshid Khan
has encountered significant
discomfort and difficulty
during his travel due to a
lack of adequate seating fa-
cilities. The reserved seats
for individuals with dis-
abilities are often occupied
by other passengers, forc-
ing him to stand for nearly
one and a halfhours during
his commute.

“I experience severe
pain in my back and legs
while standing for such a
long duration,” Khan said.
“It is disheartening to see
the seats designated for
people like me being taken
by others. The overcrowd-
ing on the BRT buses, es-
pecially during peak hours,
has become a daily struggle,
often leading to uncomfort-

able confrontations be-
tween general passengers
and those with disabili-
ties.”

The situation has been
compounded by the BRT’s
financial woes, including
substantial losses due to
subsidies and delays in
the development of com-
mercial plazas, which had
further strained the
system’s resources.

The limited number
of buses and shortage of
busses have led to fre-
quent overcrowding, with
many passengers left
standing and struggling to
find a seat, exacerbating
the difficulties for those
who are already vulner-
able including girl stu-
dents.

In the mornings and
evenings, when the pas-
senger rush is at its peak,
the issue becomes even

more pronounced. The
limited availability of
dedicated seating for per-
sons with disabilities,
coupled with the over-
crowded conditions, has
resulted in a regular ex-
change of heated words
between passengers and
individuals with disabili-
ties and students of pro-
fessional colleges besides
government employees
immensely.

Sadaf Kamal,
Spokeswoman of Trans
Peshawar said the occupa-
tion of reserved seats of
women and special per-
sons by general passengers
was a big challenge, add-
ing special bars were
erected in BRT buses to
address this issue.

She claimed that
about 350,000 passen-
gers were travelling daily
in BRT and providing

seats to all commuters
was difficult. Keeping in
view of passengers’ load,
she said the buses were
increased to 244 in main
corridor and feeder
routes.

To a question about
huge financial losses suf-
fering by BRT, Sadaf said
that BRT was facing about
Rs3.2 billion annual losses
mainly due to granting of
subsidy to passengers.

She said that an aver-
age Rs 23 revenue was
being received per passen-
ger against Rs80 expendi-
ture between Chamkani-
Hayatabad route, adding
Trans Peshawar pays
about Rs 700 million as
sales tax on services be-
sides upto Rs400 million
to Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) and approxi-
mately Rs 400 million elec-
tricity charges per year.
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Ukraine says Russia
launched 67 drones in
overnight attack

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Ukraine’s air
force said Russia
launched a total of 67
long-range Shahed
drones in a mass over-
night attack, 58 of which
it was able to shoot
down. The air force said
in a statement on the
Telegram messaging
app that air defence
units were scrambled
into action in 11 regions
across Ukraine.

Drone debris was
found next to the par-
liament building in the
capital Kyiv, the legis-
lature said in a sepa-
rate statement it
posted on its official
Telegram page along
with several photo-
graphs. It is rare for a
Russian missile or
drone to get so far into
central Kyiv, as the city
is protected by a net-
work of Soviet-era and
Western-donated air

defence systems.

The hilltop govern-
ment quarter in the
city centre is perhaps
the best-defended site
in Ukraine, as it also
houses the offices of
the president, cabinet
and the central bank.

The pictures on
Telegram showed at
least four pieces of de-
bris scattered on the
ground near the parlia-
ment building. One
piece lay at the foot of
the steps to the
building’s main en-
trance, while another
hunk of metal looked
riddled with shrapnel.

Reuters corre-
spondents in Ukraine’s
capital, Kyiv, heard a
series of explosions
shortly after 3 am (0000
GMT) on Saturday,
some of which re-
sounded loudly around
the city centre, waking
up its residents.

Since the start of
its invasion in Febru-
ary 2022, Moscow has
launched thousands of
missiles and Shahed
drones into Ukraine.

The Iranian-de-
signed drone has been
used by Russia since
September 2022 as a
cheap, more expend-
able alternative to mis-
siles, which are expen-
sive and harder to
manufacture. The pro-
peller-powered Shahed
flies at less than 200
km per hour (125 miles
per hour) but can be
tricky for conventional
air defence systems to
track because it flies
low and emits far less
heat than a missile.

Kyiv’s air force said
the drones were
launched from two bor-
der regions in Russia
as well as from the
Russian-occupied pen-
insula of Crimea.

Richard Moore Lhiel

haired by Roula Khalaf, F1
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Richard Moore, the chief of Britain’s MI6 agency, and CIA Director Bill

Burns are being interviewed as part of the FT Weekend festival in London.

Monstrous typhoon
tears through Philippines
and China, kills 22

Monitoring Desk
HANOI: Asia’s most pow-
erful storm this year made
landfall in northern Vietnam
on Saturday, the meteoro-
logical agency said, killing
at least four people after
tearing through China’s is-
land of Hainan and the Phil-
ippines.

Super Typhoon Yagi
hit island districts of north
Vietnam around 1pm, gen-
erating winds of up to 160
kph near its centre, having
lost power from its peak of
234 kph in Hainan a day
earlier.

The government said
that as of 5pm four people
had died and 78 had been
injured by the typhoon.
Several were missing at sea,
according to state media.

Yagi had already
claimed the lives of at least
two people in Hainan and
16 people in the Philip-

pines, the first country it
hit, having formed east of
the archipelago earlier in the
week. The storm cuts
power to 800,000 homes in
China’s Hainan province

Vietnam’s coastal city
of Haiphong, an industrial
hub with a population of two
million people that hosts fac-
tories from foreign multina-
tionals and local carmaker
VinFast, was among the
hardest-hit by winds with
speeds of up to 90 kph.

As the typhoon ap-
proached, the city experi-
enced widespread power
outages on Saturday, au-
thorities said, as did at least
three other northern prov-
inces.

In Haiphong, the
strong winds smashed win-
dows and waves were as
much as three meters high
when they hit the coast,
according to a witness.

Key points of new
Thailand government’s
policy statement

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand’s
new government published
a policy statement on Sun-
day that Prime Minister
Paetongtarn Shinawatra
will deliver to parliament at
a session from Thursday
marking the formal start of
her administration.

Following are key
points of the statement
from Paetongtarn, 38, who
has said her government
will prioritise stimulating
Southeast Asia’s second-
largest economy while con-
tinuing with the policies of
her predecessor, Srettha
Thavisin.

Restructure debt, in-
cluding people’s housing
and car loans, and tackling
informal debt through mea-
sures with government and
commercial banks, and as-
set management compa-
nies. Maintain Srettha’s sig-

nature plan for digital wal-
let handouts targeting vul-
nerable groups to stimulate
the economy. The scheme
initially calls for 50 million
Thais to receive 10,000
baht ($300) each through a
smartphone application.
The statement does not
specify the method of
implementation or budget.
Protect small and mid-
size enterprises from com-
petition from overseas via
e-commerce platforms.
Reduce energy and
utility costs for the pub-
lic by the developing a
strategic petroleum re-
serve, negotiating with
Cambodia to jointly ex-
plore new sources of natu-
ral gas in the neighbouring
countries’ overlapping
maritime area and intro-
ducing a one-price mass-
transit cost in Bangkok’s
public transport.

Musk says SpaceX
to launch first
uncrewed Starships

to Marsin two years

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: SpaceX will launch
its first uncrewed Starships
to Mars in two years when
the next Earth-Mars trans-
fer window opens, CEO
Elon Musk said in a post
on X.

“These will be
uncrewed to test the reli-
ability of landing intact on
Mars,” Musk said on Sat-
urday, adding if those land-
ings go well, his space com-
pany will launch its first
crewed flights to Mars in
four years.

“Flight rate will grow
exponentially from there,
with the goal of building a
self-sustaining city in about
20 years,” the billionaire
said.

Thousands
take to streets
against new
French PM

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: Thousands of left-
wing demonstrators on Sat-
urday took to the streets
across France to protest
against the nomination of
the centre-right Michel
Barnier as prime minister
and denounce President
Emmanuel  Macron’s
“power grab.” Police said
that around 26,000 people
demonstrated in Paris,
while the left claimed a
much higher turnout.

Smaller rallies took
place in other cities across
France including Nantes in
the west, Nice and
Marseille in the south and
Strasbourg in the east.

Macron on Thursday
appointed Barnier, a 73-
year-old former foreign
minister who acted as the
European Union’s Brexit
negotiator, as prime minis-
ter, seeking to move for-
ward after July snap elec-
tions in which his centrist
alliance came second.

Barnier said on Friday
night that he was open to
naming ministers of all po-
litical stripes, including
“people from the left”.

People gather outside the Hillside
which killed and injured several pupils, in Kieni, Nyeri County, Kenya.

LONDON: People hold a Palestinian flag during a demonstration in support
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of Palestinians amid the ongoing conflict in Gaza.

UK and US spy
chiefs warn of threat
to world order

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: CIA Director
Bill Burns and UK MI6 chief
Richard Moore warned on
Saturday that the world or-
der was “under threat in a
way we haven’t seen since
the cold war”.

Writing in a Financial
Times op-ed, the two spy
chiefs said “we have no
more trusted or esteemed
allies” than each other,
adding that the partner-
ship would be vital as they
“face an unprecedented
array of threats”, chiefly
from Russia, China and in
the Middle East.

The United States and
UK are among the leading
financial and military sup-

porters of Ukraine in its
resistance to the Russian
invasion laun-ched in Feb-
ruary 2022.

The op-ed by the CIA
director and chief of the
Secret Intelligence Service
was the first-ever jointly
authored by heads of their
agencies. “The partnership
lies at the beating heart of
the special relationship be-
tween our countries,” they
wrote, noting that their ser-
vices marked 75 years of
partnership two years ago.

The agencies “stand
together in resisting an as-
sertive Russia and (Russian
President Vladimir) Putin’s
war of aggression against
Ukraine,” they said.

Bangladesh calls for
faster resettlement
process for Rohingya

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: The head of
Bangladesh’s interim gov-
ernment, Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Muhammad
Yunus on Sunday called
for a fast-tracked third-
country resettlement of
Rohingya Muslims living
in the south Asian coun-
try, as a new wave of refu-
gees flee escalating vio-

lence in Myanmar’s
Rakhine state.
Around 8,000

Rohingya Muslims have
fled across the border to
Bangladesh in recent
months as fighting inten-

ruling junta and the
Arakan Army, a powerful
ethnic militia drawn from
the country’s Buddhist
majority.

The new arrivals add
to the more than one mil-
lion Rohingya refugees al-
ready living in over-
crowded camps in
Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar
district, most of whom
fled a military-led crack-
down in Myanmar in
2017. The Rohingya refu-
gees have little hope of re-
turning to their homeland,
where they are largely de-
nied citizenship and other
basic rights.

sifies between Myanmar’s

o
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Hainan province.

Blinken to
travel to UK to
discuss Middle

East, Ukraine

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken plans to travel to
the United Kingdom on
Monday, the State Depart-
ment said, a week after Brit-
ain suspended some arms
export licenses with Israel
over equipment that could
be used in the war in Gaza.

In the trip slated to go
through Tuesday, Blinken
will open the US-UK Stra-
tegic Dialogue, “reaffirming
our special relationship,”
Matthew Miller, a State
Department spokesperson,
said on Saturday. Blinken
will also meet with senior
government officials to dis-
cuss issues including the
Indo-Pacific, the AUKUS
defense pact between the
US, Australia, Britain and
the Middle East.

Indian rescuers
pull eight dead

from collapsed

building
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: Indian res-
cuers pulled out eight
bodies Sunday from the
wreckage of a three-
storey building in the city
of Lucknow, reports said,
with the state minister
calling the deaths “heart
breaking”.

The Press Trust of
India (PTI) news agency
broadcast images of piles
of concrete, and state res-
cue teams with heavy dig-
ging machines searching
for bodies.
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Venezuela

opposition

leader Gonzalez flies to
Spain after arrest warrant

Monitoring Desk
CARACAS: Venezuelan
opposition presidential
candidate Edmundo
Gonzalez left for Spain
overnight and was seeking
asylum, officials said on
Sunday, amid a mounting
political and diplomatic cri-
sis over the disputed re-
sults of July’s election.

A plane carrying
Gonzalez - who has chal-
lenged President Nicolas
Maduro’s declaration of
victory - had stopped off
in Portugal’s Azores islands

and was expected in Spain
in the coming hours, Span-
ish media reported.

The dramatic exit of
the 75-year-old - seen by
the U.S., the EU and other
powers in the region as the
winner of the vote - came a
week after Venezuelan au-
thorities issued an arrest
warrant for him, accusing
him of conspiracy and other
crimes. “Today is a sad day
for democracy in Venezu-
ela,” European Union for-
eign policy chief Josep
Borrell said in a statement.

US believes Iran has transferred
short-range ballistic missiles to
Russia, AP sources say

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States has informed
allies that it believes Iran
has transferred short-range
ballistic missiles to Russia
for its war in Ukraine, ac-
cording to two people fa-
miliar with the matter.
They did not offer any de-
tails about how many
weapons have been deliv-
ered or when the transfers
may have occurred, but
they confirmed the US in-
telligence finding. They
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss a matter
that has not been publicly
disclosed.

The White House de-
clined to confirm the weap-
ons transfer but reiterated
its concern that Iran is deep-
ening its support of Rus-

sia. The White House has
been warning Iran for
months not to transfer bal-
listic missiles to Russia.
“Any transfer of Ira-
nian ballistic missiles to
Russia would represent a
dramatic escalation in Iran’s
support for Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine
and lead to the killing of
more Ukrainian civilians,”
National Security Council
spokesman Sean Savett said
in a statement. “This part-
nership threatens European
security and illustrates how
Iran’s destabilizing influence
reaches beyond the Middle
East and around the world.”
The US finding comes
as the Kremlin tries to re-
pel Ukraine’s surprise of-
fensive that has led to the
seizure of about 500 square

Republican
Cheney to vote

for Kamala

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Republi-
can former vice president
Dick Cheney said on Fri-
day he will vote for Demo-
cratic presidential candidate
Kamala Harris over Repub-
lican former President
Donald Trump in the Nov
5 US elections, following a
similar statement made by
his daughter Liz Cheney
this week. Trump and Har-
ris are locked in a tight race
for the Nov 5 vote and face
off in a debate next week.

Some Republicans
upset with Trump’s control
over their party and his ac-
tions have recently thrown
support behind Harris, in-
cluding several former staff-
ers of former Presidents
George H. W. Bush.

Bolivia declares
national emergency

due to forest fires

Monitoring Desk
LA PAZ: Bolivia declared a
national emergency due to rag-
ing forest fires the country’s
defense ministry announced
on Saturday. In a press con-
ference, defense minister
Edmundo Novillo said the na-
tional emergency would allow
the country to quickly coordi-
nate international support.

“This will allow us to
have more agile and effec-
tive support from friendly
countries and from interna-
tional cooperation,”
Novillo said. Bolivia has
seen the largest number of
wildfires since 2010 with at
least 3 million hectares (7.5
million acres) burned this

year according to Inpe.

Germany’s Scholz calls
for renewed push for
peace in Ukraine

Monitoring Desk
FRANKFURT: German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
called for a renewed effort
to bring peace to Ukraine,
adding that he and Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy had both agreed
in recent talks on the need
for a new peace conference
that would include Russia.

“I believe that now is
the time to discuss how to
arrive at peace from this
state of war, indeed at a
faster pace,” Scholz told
broadcaster ZDF in a tele-
vised interview.

Scholz is under pres-
sure at home after all three
parties in his centre-left
coalition suffered painful
losses in two regional state
elections one week ago,

while groups seeking bet-
ter relations with Moscow
won more votes.

Nationalist party Al-
ternative for Germany
(AfD) and new anti-estab-
lishment party BSW, who
oppose military backing for
Ukraine’s fight against the
Russian invasion, both
booked record gains.

Zelenskiy said in July
he aimed to have a plan
ready in November to en-
able Kyiv to hold a second
international summit on
peace in Ukraine, and that
representatives of Russia
should attend.

Ukraine in June hosted
delegations from 92 coun-
tries at a first summit in
Switzerland to advance its
blueprint for peace.

North Korean leader
emphasises importance of
strengthening naval power

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un under-
scored the importance of
strengthening naval power
as he toured a naval base
construction site, state me-
dia KCNA reported on
Sunday.

“Now that we are
soon to possess large sur-
face warships and subma-
rines which cannot be an-
chored by the existing fa-
cilities for mooring war-
ships, the construction of a
naval base for running the
latest large warships has
become a pressing task,”
Kim was quoted saying.

During the tour, Kim
stressed the need to build a
naval port capable of oper-
ating weapons systems of
the warships and revealed
military measures to deploy
anti-aircraft and coastal-de-
fence systems for defend-
ing the port, according to

the report.

Kim cited geopolitical
advantages of the site for
the country, bordered by
the sea on both the east and
west sides. The location of
the site was not specified
in the report.

A recent satellite im-
agery analysis by 38
North indicated that
North Korea’s newest bal-
listic missile class subma-
rine (SSB), the “Sinpo-C”
class, was undergoing an
extensive fitting-out pe-
riod at the Sinpo South
Shipyard.

In a separate visit to
a shipyard, Kim ordered
to increase national invest-
ments in shipbuilding
projects so that immedi-
ate tasks and long-term
plans for laying the foun-
dation for the develop-
ment of the shipbuilding
industry are pushed for-
ward as scheduled.

India, UAE to review
trade deal in talks
this week, sources say

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Indian and Emirati
officials are expected to re-
view their trade agreement
this week amid concerns
raised by Indian industry
over a sharp increase in im-
ports of precious metals
from the United Arab Emir-
ates, people familiar with
the matter said.

India and the UAE
signed the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) in 2022
after just 88 days of nego-
tiations. The agreement has
become a template for simi-
lar trade pacts the UAE has
since signed with many
other nations.

An Indian government
official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said the
pact would be reviewed this
week when a UAE govern-
ment delegation led by Abu
Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed Al
Nahyan visits Mumbai and
New Delhi.

A second source, con-
firming the review, and the
Indian government official
downplayed the signifi-
cance of the discussion and
said that reviews took place

from time to time.

The Indian trade min-
istry and the UAE minis-
try of economy did not re-
spond to Reuters requests
for comment on the review.

Indian officials have
said New Delhi was seek-
ing a review of the agree-
ment, including if rules of
origin were being met.

Sheikh Khaled, the
son of UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed, was unlikely to take
part in the trade review, the
sources said.

The Crown Prince,
who is also his country’s
deputy national security
adviser, was due to arrive
in India on Sunday, Abu
Dhabi’s government media
office announced on Satur-
day. The trade review has
in part been prompted by
complaints among Indian
industry of a significant in-
crease in precious metal
imports from the UAE, the
sources said.

India is one of the
UAE’s largest trading part-
ners and Indian citizens
make up the largest com-
munity in the Gulf state,
outnumbering Emiratis.

Yemen’s Houthis claim
they shot down another

US MQ-

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Yemen’s Houthi
rebels claimed early Sunday
they shot down another
American-made MQ-9
drone flying over the coun-
try, marking potentially the
latest downing of the mul-
timillion-dollar surveillance
aircraft. The US responded
with airstrikes over Houthi-
controlled territory, the
rebels said.

The US military told
The Associated Press it
was aware of the claim but
has “received no reports”
of American military drones
being downed over Yemen.

The rebels offered no
pictures or video to support
the claim as they have in
the past, though such ma-
terial can appear in propa-
ganda footage days later.

However, the Houthis
have repeatedly downed
General Atomics MQ-9
Reaper drones in the years
since they seized Yemen’s
capital, Sanaa, in 2014.
Those attacks have expo-
nentially increased since
the start of the Israel-
Hamas war and the Houthis
launched their campaign
targeting shipping in the
Red Sea corridor.

Houthi military
spokesperson Brig. Gen.
Yahya Saree made the claim

9 drone

in a prerecorded video mes-
sage. He said the Houthis
shot down the drone over
Yemen’s Marib province, a
long-contested area home to
key oil and gas fields that’s
been held by allies of a
Saudi-led coalition battling
the rebels since 2015.

Saree offered no de-
tails on how the rebels
down the aircraft. However,
Iran has armed the rebels
with a surface-to-air missile
known as the 358 for years.
Iran denies arming the
rebels, though Tehran-
manufactured weaponry
has been found on the
battlefield and in seaborne
shipments heading to
Yemen despite a United
Nations arms embargo.

The Houthis “con-
tinue to perform their
jihadist duties in victory
for the oppressed Pales-
tinian people and in de-
fense of dear Yemen,”
Saree said.

Reapers, which cost
around $30 million apiece,
can fly at altitudes up to
50,000 feet (15,240
meters) and have an endur-
ance of up to 24 hours be-
fore needing to land. The
aircraft have been flown by
both the US military and
the CIA over Yemen for
years.
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President honors Naval

heroes of 1965 war
PM pays tribute to Pakistan Navy on ‘Navy Day’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Sunday paying tribute to
the Pakistan Navy on
‘Navy Day’, praised its
role in the country’s de-
fense, the bravery of offic-
ers and personnel, and their
sacrifices.

In a message on Navy
Day, the president high-
lighted that the Pakistan
Navy, during the 1965 war,
proved its capabilities by
conducting successful op-
erations against the enemy.

The Pakistan Navy
has full capability to deal

with both traditional and
non-traditional maritime
challenges facing the coun-
try, the president added.

He emphasized that a
strong navy was the guar-
antor of Pakistan’s security
and prosperity.

Reaffirming  the
government’s commitment
to further modernize and
strengthen the Pakistan
Navy, the president said the
Pakistan Navy played a
key role in national defense
and promoting regional
peace.

“The Pakistan Navy is

always ready to defend
Pakistan’s maritime inter-
ests and territorial waters.”

He said the nation was
proud of the bravery, dedi-
cation, and patriotism of
the Pakistan Navy and its
personnel, adding that the
sacrifices of the heroes of
the Pakistan Navy serve as
a guiding light for the na-
tion.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday
commended the Pakistan
Navy for their unwavering
dedication to duty and pas-

sion for the country.

“On Navy Day, I ex-
tend my heartfelt felicita-
tions to all members of the
Pakistan Navy. Their stead-
fast commitment to pro-
tecting our maritime bound-
aries exemplifies their un-
wavering dedication to duty
and passion for the coun-
try,” the prime minister
wrote on his official X
timeline.

He said regardless of
the challenges they
faced, their determina-
tion and spirit remained
resolute.

KARACHI: Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong in a group photo during his visit to Karachi Nuclear

Power Plants K-2 and K-3.
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QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail in a group
photo with Vice Chancellor and Professors of Allama Iqbal Open University
Balochistan Chapter during convocation

Tarar visits Naval Hqs,
lays floral wreath on
Martyrs’ Memorial

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar on Sunday
visited the Naval Headquar-
ters on the occasion of Pa-
kistan Navy Day.

The minister laid a flo-
ral wreath at the Martyrs’
Memorial, paying tribute
to the sacrifices of Navy
personnel who lost their
lives in the line of duty.

Addressing on the oc-
casion, Tarar expressed
pride in being present at the
memorial and praised the
eternal services rendered by
the Pakistan Navy for the
country’s defense.

He highlighted the sig-
nificance of Operation
Dwarka, launched on Sep-
tember 7, 1965, and com-
mended the bravery of
Navy personnel who tar-
geted enemy positions dur-
ing the operation.

Attaullah Tarar also
remembered Lieutenant
Aftab Ahmed Shaheed and
other soldiers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice
for the nation. He empha-
sized the importance of
unity in the face of terror-
ism and expressed confi-
dence that the nation’s mo-
rale would remain high.

In addition to
honouring the martyrs,
Tarar discussed the signifi-
cance of the Blue Economy
in the current era. He high-
lighted Pakistan’s focus on
exploring this sector
through joint ventures with
multiple countries, includ-
ing China, and Middle East
to secure the country’s eco-
nomic revival. The minis-
ter reaffirmed the Navy’s
role in ensuring the security
of Pakistan’s seas and con-
tributing to the country’s
economic  revolution
through the Blue Economy.

Five outlaws arrested;
motorcycles, mobile
phones recovered

QUETTA (APP): The
Quetta police have arrested
five accused involved in
numerous street crime in-
cidents in various areas of
the provincial capital city
and recovered looted mo-
torcycles and mobile
phones.

According to the po-
lice, Quaidabad police team
has arrested the accused
namely Najeebullah and
registered a case after recov-
ering the stolen motorcycle
from his house while tak-
ing action in Pashtunabad
area. Further investigation
is underway from him.

In another operation,
the police has arrested two
wanted accused namely

QUETTA: Additional IG Comman

Akhtar Jan and Ilyas and
handed them over to the
investigation team for fur-
ther investigation.

Acting on secret infor-
mation, the Industrial Po-
lice has arrested the wanted
Mutiullah and shifted him
to the police station.

Furthermore, the po-
lice arrested the accused
Abdullah Khilji and recov-
ered the stolen mobile
phone from the possession
of the accused and handed
over the accused to the in-
vestigation team for further
investigation.

Cases against all the
arrested accused were reg-
istered and further investi-
gation is underway.

dant Balochistan Cnstabulary Agha

Tarar grieved
over death of
former director
PTV News
Athar Waqar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar on Sunday
expressed deep grief and
sorrow over the death of
former PTV News Direc-
tor Current Affairs Athar
Wagar Azeem.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the minister in his
heartfelt sympathy and
condolences to the family
of the deceased

said, he was deeply
saddened to hear the news
of Athar Waqar Azeem’s
death. Athar Waqar
Azeem’s services to Paki-
stan Television will always
be remembered, he main-
tained.

JUI Maulana
Shams killed in

road accident
SWABI (APP): :Areligious
scholar and leader of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI),
Maulana Shamsun Nawas
was killed and two others
injured in a car accident near
Jhang-Bahtar Interchange
on motorway here Sunday.

The victims were re-
turning from JUI Khatman-
e-Nububat conference in
Lahore.

According to the de-
tails, the car carrying five
scholars, overturned as it
approached Jang-Bahtar
Interchange.

Sheikh Al-Hadith of
Jamia Rasheediya Thand
Koi, Swabi Maulana Shams
Al-Nawas tragically lost his
life in the accident. Asadur
Rehman and Maulana
Ehtishamul Haq of Jamia
Shamsia Zaida sustained
injuries. They were shifted
to Bacha Khan Medical
Complex Shah Mansoor
Swabi.

Muhammad Yousaf talking with students of different universities during a
ceremony organized by Balochistan Police

Uzbekistan, Pakistan genuine
partners, bilateral cooperation
elevate to strategical partnership

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan to Paki-
stan, Aybek Arif Usmanov
has said that Uzbekistan
and Pakistan are not only
genuine partners, but broth-
erly cooperation has been
elevated to a level of the
strategic partnership.
Only in the last three
years, President of
Uzbekistan,  Shavkat
Mirziyoyev held personal
interaction with his Paki-
stani counterparts the
Prime Minister,
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif, President Asif Ali
Zardari and Chief of Army
Staff Gen Asim Munir,
strengthening the trade and
industrial, technological

projects as well as the ac-
tive military cooperation
between our countries, the
Ambassador said.
Ambassador of the
Republic of Uzbekistan to
Pakistan, Aybek Arif
Usmanov has said this
while addressing the 33t
Independence Day of the
Republic of Uzbekistan
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm in Islamabad.
The ceremony, attended by
dignitaries, diplomats and
military officials, marked a
new chapter in the flourish-
ing relationship between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan.
“As it was agreed be-
tween our ministers of for-
eign relations - Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar

and my Minister Bakhtiar
Saidov, during his last meet-
ings in Islamabad; we are
actively implementing pro-
active Economic Diplo-
macy, further cementing
our multifaceted coopera-
tion through 74 joint bilat-
eral agreements and
MOU‘s”, he said. Shavkat
Mirziyoyev in his address
on the 33 Anniversary of
the Independence of the
Republic of Uzbekistan has
stressed that large-scale
work carried out in recent
years. He informed that
Uzbekistan’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) increased
by 6.4% in 2024 (6.2% for
the same period in 2023) and
amounted to $101 billion
(inflation — 5.2%).

PM for promoting
literacy, ensuring
education for all

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday called
upon the nation to support
the government’s efforts in
promoting literacy and en-
suring education for all,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of building a bright
future for the children and
the country.

“Literacy is a funda-
mental human and consti-
tutional right that guaran-
tees the future of our coun-
try,” the prime minister said
in a message on the occa-
sion of International Lit-
eracy Day. He said literacy
was not merely the ability
to read and write, it was a
gateway to empowerment,
economic opportunities,
and active participation in
society.

“Today, we reaffirm
our commitment to advanc-
ing the education agenda,
striving for a more informed
and sustainable nation”, he

said adding “Education is
the backbone of our soci-
ety. For this purpose, we
have declared an educational
emergency across the coun-
try, launched an enrollment
campaign for students, and
initiated mid-day meals for
children in schools.”

To reduce the dropout
rate and encourage every
child to complete their edu-
cation, the prime minister
pointed out that the gov-
ernment had introduced
scholarships and other in-
centives. In this rapidly
emerging world, developing
literacy and skills in line
with technology is inevi-
table; the prime minister
said adding that the govern-
ment was implementing a
comprehensive plan to in-
tegrate technology into the
educational system, ensur-
ing that the youth were
equipped with the neces-
sary skills to thrive in the
digital economy.

Leaders of FPCCI demand
exclusion of banks of
Balochistan from Red Zone

Independent Report
QUETTA: The leaders of
Federation of Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FPCCI) have de-
manded of the government
to ask State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) to exclude the
banks of Balochistan from
the Red Zone and reduce
the interest rate in next
monitory policy.

In a joint statement is-
sued here on Sunday, the
leaders of FPCCl including
S.M.Tanveer, former Presi-
dent of the Federation, En-
gineer Daro Khan Achakzai,
Vice President, Jamaluddin
Achakzai and Asfandyar

Mandokhail appealed to the
federal government to re-
duce at least 400 points in
the interest rate in the next
monitory policy because
inflation has been decreased
by nine percent.

They said that the in-
terest rate may be reduced
by 10 percent along with
the adjustment.

They also demanded
of the government to issue
order to the SBP for exclu-
sion of the banks of
Balochistan from the Red
Zone. By doing so, there
would be very positive im-
pacts on the economy of
country, they believed.

To promote religious harmony, unity

Ministry organizes 49th
Seerat-un-Nabi Conference

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony is organizing the 49
Seerat-un-Nabi Conference
on the 12" of Rabi-ul-
Awwal highlighting the sig-
nificance of this blessed
month in the Islamic calen-
dar. Through this annual
feature, the ministry pro-
motes religious harmony,
tolerance, brotherhood,
equality, respect for hu-
manity, non-violence,
unity, reconciliation, and
dialogue in light of the cur-
rent situation in the coun-
try.

Exchanging his views
with this national news
agency, Ministry’s Spokes-
person Muhammad Umar
Butt informed that the con-

PTI has track
record to
undermine
state writ: Malik

ISLAMABAD
(APP):Minister for Petro-
leum Dr. Musadik Malik on
Sunday said that the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTT)
had a track record of chal-
lenging the state writ and
attacks on the defense in-
stallations.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said that
top leadership of PTI
threatening to attack on the
federal capital.

Security measures
were taken in Islamabad
considering their track
record of anarchy in the
country, he added.

Musadik said that the
federal government had the
prerogative to stop these
mobs to protect the coun-
try from the security risk.

Replying to a query
about any anticipated leg-
islation.

QUETTA: Relatives of missing persons holding a protest demonstration in
front of Press Club

For country’s strong defense

AJK PM, others laud Pak
Army’s significant
contribution, sacrifices

MIRPUR (APP):Azad
Jammu Kashmir Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwar-
ul-Haq and other speakers
paid rich tributes to the val-
iant armed forces of Paki-
stan for their significant
contribution and sacrifices
for Pakistan.

They were addressing
a special ceremony hosted
to mark Pakistan Defense
Day at the newly con-
structed martyrs’ memo-
rial at Keren Zero-point in
the remote Neelam valley
in Azad Jammu Kashmir
on Sunday, according to an
official handout issued by
the Press Information
Department (PID) of the
AJK government here on
Sunday.

Speakers paid eulogiz-
ing tributes to the martyrs
of the Pakistani army who
laid down their lives while
defending the country’s
territorial sovereignty.

They also reiterated

Umrani

Kashmiris’ pledge to carry
forward the mission for
which the martyrs had laid
down their precious lives.

Prime Minister Azad
Kashmir Chaudhry Anwar
ul Haq and General Officer
Commanding Major Gen-
eral Muhammad Irfan were
the chief guests on this oc-
casion.

It is worth mentioning
here that Hurriyat leader
Yasin Malik’s wife, Ms.
Mashaal Malik, and the
heirs of the martyrs were
specially invited to the cer-
emony.

Earlier, a spectacular
military parade was held to
commemorate the proud
legacy of the Pakistani
army and its brave hearts
who offered their blood and
sweat to safeguard their
motherland.

Local singers, on the
occasion, won the hearts of
the audience with iconic
national and folk songs.

Nagqvi assures
JI to resolve
Intl Islamic
University issues
ISLAMABAD (INP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi has assured Liaquat
Baloch, Naib Amir of
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan,
that the government will
resolve the issues faced by
students of the Interna-
tional Islamic University.

This assurance came
during a telephone conver-
sation between the two
leaders on Sunday.

Speaking to the media,
Liaquat Baloch mentioned
that both the ministers
Mohsin Naqvi and Ata
Tarar would visit the
Jamaat-e-Islami headquar-
ters in Mansurah to provide
updates on the implemen-
tation of the negotiation
agreement. Liaqat Baloch
also stated that during their
conversation, he urged the
federal government to ad-
dress the concerns of the stu-
dents at the International Is-
lamic University. Inresponse,
Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi pledged to take neces-
sary steps to resolve the stu-

dents’ problems.

ference comprises two main
segments: the National
Seerat and Naat Book Com-
petition Awards Ceremony
and the Seerat-un-Nabi
Conference. He said the
ministry invited entries in
national, regional, and inter-
national languages (Arabic
and English) for the Na-
tional Seerat and Naat Book
Competition Awards en-
couraging the participants
to submit books and essays
on Seerat and Naat within
the stipulated timeframe.
Umar said the compe-
tition for the year 2024 was
announced in January, and
each selected book and es-
say was evaluated by a
panel of at least three ex-
perts, who are PhD-level

in their fields.

The reports of these
experts were then reviewed
by an apex committee,
which determines the win-
ners, he said adding that a
total of 164 books were
submitted for this year’s
competition, with 30 indi-
viduals selected for awards.
Additionally, he said 118
Seerat essays were re-
ceived, and 33 individuals
were awarded. A total of 63
individuals were recognized
for their contributions this
year, he maintained.

Umar said the Seerat-
un-Nabi Conference is held
annually to promote and
disseminate the teachings of
the Holy  Prophet

Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him).
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QUETTA: General Secretary Grand Alliance Met-

ropolitan Corporations Nadeem Khokar address-

ing a press at QPC.

Chinese Envoy calls for
boosting Pak-China coop.

KARACHI (INP): Chinese
Ambassador Jiang Zaidong
has stressed the need of
promoting Pak-China stra-
tegic and bilateral coopera-
tion in wide range of activi-
ties, involving various seg-
ments of the society.

During his visit to
Karachi Nuclear Power
Plants K-2 and K-3, the
Ambassador appreciated
the joint work done by
Chinese Power Company
and Pakistan Atomic En-
ergy Commission on
completion of these
projects.

He advised Chinese
power companies to also

contribute in non-CPEC
projects and power sector
for strengthening economic
foundations between the
two countries.

Talking on the forth-
coming C5 Nuclear Power
Plant, he appreciated the
ongoing negotiations be-
tween both the countries
and assured complete sup-
port for execution of the
project which will ulti-
mately enhance nuclear
power potential of Paki-
stan. He also thanked
Chairman PAEC for ensur-
ing foolproof safety and
security for Chinese
workforce.

Ayaz pays tribute
to Pakistan Navy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker of the National As-
sembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
on Sunday paid homage to
the officers and soldiers of
the Pakistan Navy for their
outstanding defense of the
nation’s maritime borders
during the 1965 India-Pa-
kistan war.

In his message on
Navy Day, he expressed
pride in the Navy’s capa-
bilities, acknowledging the
crucial role of the Navy, Air
Force, and Army in making
Pakistan’s defense impen-
etrable.

Sadiq praised the Pa-
kistan Navy for success-
fully defending the
country’s waters, despite
limited resources, and in-

flicting significant damage
on the Indian naval forces.
“The Pakistan Navy has
always safeguarded our
seas,” he said, highlighting
the Navy’s heroic efforts in
destroying key enemy in-
stallations during the 1965
conflict.

He affirmed that the
Navy remains ever-ready to
protect the nation’s waters
and that the sacrifices of
Pakistan’s brave armed
forces will always be re-
membered.

The Speaker ex-
pressed pride in the Navy’s
dedication to defending the
nation, stating that any
threat to the country will
be met with a decisive re-
sponse.

FIA smashes Intl
network involved in
human smuggling

LAHORE (APP): A major
breakthrough was achieved
in the fight against human
smuggling, as an interna-
tional network involved in
this heinous crime has been
busted by the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
Lahore, on a tip-oft from
intelligence agencies.

On the special instruc-
tions of Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi,
FIA Lahore Circle has ar-
rested an international net-
work involved in human
smuggling on the informa-

tion provided by intelli-
gence agencies. This net-
work was involved in rob-
bing people by giving them
false promises of employ-
ment abroad and has so far
robbed crores of rupees
from innocent people. The
group was expert in mak-
ing fake documents, includ-
ing passports, visas, and
other essential papers re-
quired for international
travel. The human smuggling
group had its own printing
press, where fake documents
of various countries.
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