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ISLAMABAD: The Chairperson Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP), Rubina Khalid, called
on the President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif attending the in-
augural session of United Nations General Assembly. New York.

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN: Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General Asim Munir
received a comprehensive briefing on the prevailing security situation, ongo-
ing counter-terrorism operations, and development initiatives during his visit
to Wana in South Waziristan.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti welcomed Mixed Martial Arts (MMA)
Fighter, Shahzaib Rind after he won the Karate
Combat World Championship title in Singapore,
on his arrival in Quetta.

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari addresses to lawyers dur-
ing ceremony organized by Sindh High Court Bar
Association, held in Karachi.

QUETTA: Chairman PM Youth Program Rana
Mashood Ahmed Khan meeting with Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail distribut-
ing certificates during a ceremony held under the auspices of Pakistan Oil
Seed Department in end of the agri-based training

Reaffirms commitment to thwart hostile forces

Pak Army to continue steadfast
support, technical assistance to
LEAs against terrorism: COAS
Appreciates officers for high preparedness to counter
threats; Role of KP’s people in maintaining peace ac-

knowledged by Gen Munir; Army chief honours martyrs
by laying floral wreath at Shuhada Monument.

Certificate distribution ceremony of Agri-based
training at Governor House:

We can bring revolution in
agri sector thru out-of-box

deliberations & adopting modern
techniques: Jaffar Mandokhail
Governor deeply concerned about situation of

water in different districts of Balochistan; calls
for growing Olive trees which require least

water; we have to ponder upon our policies &
projects whether Balochistan suitable region

for agriculture or not

CM Sarfraz Bugti & other high ups welcome
MMA fighter at Airport:

Shahzaib Rind gets
warm welcome upon
arrival in hometown

Mir Sarfraz Bugti pleased over achievement
of Shahzaib Rind; invites him in CM’s
House; says Karate Champion is pride

of Balochistan and Pakistan

Newspaper reading
key to combating
fake news: PM

Attaullah Tarar
Peace in world not possible

without permanent resolution
of Palestine, Kashmir disputes

President
emphasises
expanding

BISP network
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP) Robina Khalid
called on President Asif Ali
Zardari on Tuesday and
briefed him in detail about
the programme.

President Zardari
emphasised for enhancing
the BISP’s network to ben-
efit the maximum number
of people from the
marginalised communities,
a President House press
release said.

He also appreciated the
BISP’s performance in sup-
porting the poor people,
eligible for the facility.

Maulana Wasey
re-elected as

JUI Provincial
Ameer

Independent Report
QUETTA: The senior
leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI) and former
Federal Minister, Maulana
Abdul Wasey has been re-
elected as it’s Provincial
Ameer in the intra-party
elections conducted in
Quetta on Tuesday.

Moreover, in the intra-
party elections, Agha
Mehmood Shah was
elected as the provincial
General Secretary of JUI.

The intra-party elec-
tions of JUI were held for
five years term.

The members of the
general body of Jamiat par-
ticipated in the intra-party
elections.

Meanwhile, some unto-
ward incidents were re-
ported during the intra-
party elections of JUI. The
scuffles were also wit-
nessed among the people.

They also kept on
chanting slogans in favour
of their respective candi-
dates.

It may be mentioned
here that Hafiz Hamdullah
was contesting elections
against Maulana Abdul
Wasey.

No decision yet about
Imran Khan’s military

trial, govt tells IHC

Bilawal vows to
introduce judicial

reforms in Constitution

SC’s verdict in
reserved seats case

exposed current
setup, claims Khan
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former prime minister and
PTI founder Imran Khan on
Tuesday said that the Su-
preme Court’s (SC) detailed
judgment in the Sunni
Ittehad Council’s (SIC) re-
served seats case had laid
bare the roles assigned to
different individuals in the
present setup.

In an informal chat with
journalists at the Adiala Jail,
Rawalpindi, he said Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja
and Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) were the open-
ing players in the setup.

“It has now become
crystal clear that Justice Isa
is a part of the London
Plan. He deceived the na-
tion,” Imran said, adding,
“The top judge did not hear
our  petitions related to the
May 9-related violence and
the February 8 general elec-
tions.”

Every tactic, he further
said, was being employed
to reduce the number of
PTI’s seats in the National
and provincial assemblies.

“None of our petitions
is being heard. Everything
now lies exposed.” The
former prime minister fur-
ther said there was a third
empire as well whose back-
ing they enjoyed. “His ten-
ure is also to be extended.
In short, this is a gang,” he
added.

‘IPP owners asked
to revise PPAs or

face consequences’
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Task Force on Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) has
completed its work.

According to details,
owners of four independent
power producers (IPPs) set
up under the 1994 policy
and another, established un-
der the 2002 policy, have
been warned of conse-
quences if they don’t termi-
nate the power purchase
agreements (PPAs) voluntar-
ily, the sources said. The
task force has asked the
owners of the IPPs to end
capacity charges payment
and charge against the power
supplied to the government
only. The Independent

Power Producer owners
have also been warned of
forensic audit if they con-
tinue to go with the present
PPAs, the sources said.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir on Tuesday
during his visit to Wana,
South Waziristan District
emphasized that Pakistan
Army would continue to
provide steadfast support
and technical assistance to
law enforcement agencies
(LEAs), particularly
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Police, to enhance
their capacity.

The Army Chief vis-
ited Wana, South Waziristan
District, where he received
a comprehensive briefing on
the prevailing security situ-
ation, ongoing counter-ter-
rorism operations, and de-

velopment initiatives, an
Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) news release
said. The COAS paid heart-
felt tribute to the security
forces and law enforcement
agencies (LEAs) who have
made ultimate sacrifices in
the line of duty. The COAS
also acknowledged the piv-
otal role of the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
maintaining peace and ad-
vancing various projects
under the South Waziristan
Integrated Development
Plan.

He underscored Paki-
stan Army’s dedication to-
wards leveraging its re-
sources for the prosperity
and development of the

people of KP.
During his interaction

with officers and troops, the
COAS appreciated the high
level of preparedness and
exceptional morale to
counter hostile threats. He
reaffirmed Pakistan Army’s
unwavering commitment to
thwarting the nefarious de-
signs of hostile forces and
their facilitators. Further-
more, the COAS expressed
gratitude for the tribal el-
ders’ invaluable support in
combating terrorism and
their unwavering backing of
Pakistan Army.

Upon arrival, the
COAS honoured the
martyred by laying wreath
at the Shuhada Monument.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday dis-
posed of the petition filed
by former prime minister
and PTI founder Imran
Khan, seeking a court order
to the government not to
hold his military trial in
May 9-related cases when
it was informed that the
government had not taken
any such decision as yet.
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb heard the peti-
tion.

Additional Attorney-
General (AAG) Munawar
Iqbal Duggal and a repre-
sentative of the Ministry
of Defence appeared in
the court,  while Uzair
Bhindari and Faisal Farid
Chaudhry represented the
former prime minister.
During the hearing, the
AAG told the court that if
any such decision was

taken, the legal procedure
would be followed. “If the
government decided in
favour of the trial, it would
first file an application in
the court of a civil magis-
trate,” he informed.

The government last
Monday too had informed
the IHC that the military
trial of Imran Khan was not
on the cards.

However, Bhindari ex-
pressed the fear that there
was a possibility that the
former prime minister could
be tried in a military court,
saying one of the PML-N
leaders, Barrister Aqeel
Malik, had said this at a
press conference.

He also prayed to the
bench to take notice of
the presser addressed by
the ISPR DG in which he,
without naming the PTI
founder, had hinted at his
trial in a military court.

IMF Board to approve
$7 bln program today

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Tuesday expressed the op-
timism that International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
Board would approve the
37-month $7 billion Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF)
arrangement for Pakistan in
its meeting scheduled on
Wednesday.

He was speaking at
“High Level Private Sector
Dialogue - CPEC-II and the
Region” virtually through
Zoom. The event was or-
ganized by Pakistan Re-
gional Economic Forum.

“Pakistan successfully
concluded 9 month Standby
Agreement (SBA) with
IMF and we have the IMF
board meeting tomorrow
here in US. We are very
hopeful the board would

approve the 37-month 7
billion Dollars programme,”
he said.

The minister said, un-
der the programme Pakistan
was committed to do struc-
tural reforms. He said Pa-
kistan needed to stay on
reforms agenda whether on
taxation, energy sector,
state-owned enterprises or
privatization side. “We will
stay on the course,” he re-
solved.

He expressed gratitude
to China for its support on
the fund programme as the
lone standing partner of the
country.

The minister high-
lighted that Pakistan’s eco-
nomic trajectory has con-
tinued from the last fiscal
year into the first quarter
of this fiscal year, with no-
table improvements in vari-
ous economic indicators.

Pakistan strongly
condemns Israel’s
aggression against

Lebanon
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Tuesday strongly
condemned Israel’s latest
military aggression against
Lebanon, massacring hun-
dreds of civilians. “This act
of aggression against the
Republic of Lebanon is a
grave violation of the UN
Charter and international
law. It is a dangerous escala-
tion that has further endan-
gered peace and security in
an already volatile region,”
a Foreign Office press re-
lease said. It said Pakistan
reaffirmed its full support
for Lebanon’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity, and
stood in solidarity with the
people of Lebanon and for
their right to live in peace
and security.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Mixed
Martial Arts (MMA)
fighter and reigning World
Karate Combat Light
Heavyweight Champion,
Shahzaib Rind reached
Quetta on Tuesday.
Shahzaib Rind got very
warm welcome upon his ar-
rival in the hometown from
the Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti, Provincial
Ministers Bakht
Muhammad Kakar and Mir
Asim Kurd, Advisor to
Chief Minister for Labour
and Manpower, Ghulam

Rasool Umrani, Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Sports,
Ms. Meena Majeed
Baloch, Parliamentary Sec-
retary, Abdul Samad
Gorgej, spokesman of pro-
vincial government, Shahid
Rind, Secretary Sports,
Qamar Baloch, Commis-
sioner Quetta, Muhammad
Hamza Shafqaat, Director
General Sports, Yasir Khan
Bazai, and other govern-
ment functionaries.

Needless to mention
here is that Shahzaib Rind
has won the World Karate
Combat Light Heavyweight

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has cat-
egorically stated that we can
bring about revolution in
agriculture sector through
out of box deliberations and
by adopting modern tech-
niques in the province.

He said that the per
acre yield can be increased
by adopting modern agri-
cultural techniques. He said
that not only the quantity
and quality can be increased
by adopting agricultural
techniques, but we can also
create new opportunities
and prospects. This spirit
would enable us to cope
with the challenges and find

solution to the issues.
Therefore, the time re-

quires us to break the tradi-
tional barriers and review
our issues afresh and reset
our direction.

The Governor was ad-
dressing the certificate dis-
tribution ceremony held
under the auspices of Paki-
stan Oil Seed Department
in end of the agri-based
training at the Governor
House on Tuesday.

The Vice Chancellor of
Loralai University, Profes-
sor Dr. Ehsan Kakar, Chief
Executive Officer, BEEF,
Hajra Sohail, agricultural
expert, Dr. Khair
Muhammad Kakar, other

Continued on page 2

KARACHI (INP): Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and MNA
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Tuesday vowed to intro-
duce judicial reforms in
Constitution.

“We will implement
the Charter of Democracy,”
addressing lawyers at the
Sindh Bar Council,
People’s Party chairman
said. He said constitutional
legislation and lawmaking
could not be made by the
court. ” The constitutional
court has been necessary
and a compulsion,” Bilawal
Bhutto said.

“Think, you are sitting
in court for the purpose
that responsibility is not
being fulfilled,” he said. “We
want to provide justice to
common people,” he said.

“There are 15% cases
related to the constitution
and law that take 90 per-
cent time of court. The Fed-
eral Constitutional Court

will hear the constitutional
and political cases.

“The judges had
warned to throw the 18th
Amendment. The 19th
Amendment in the consti-
tution was passed under
duress,” Bilawal Bhutto
said. “We want to empower
the judicial system for im-
mediate justice,” he said.

People’s Party chair-
man said that the chief jus-
tice of the federal constitu-
tional court will be nomi-
nated on rotation. “Every
province will get its repre-
sentative as chief justice of
the court on rotation,” he
added. He said the consti-
tutional court and judicial
reforms are not a new idea.
“It is necessary for the su-
premacy of the constitution
to ensure equal rights to all
provinces,” he said.

“It will be better to
form the constitutional
court with mutual consul-
tation,” he added.

NEW YORK (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on
Tuesday that durable peace
in the world was not pos-
sible without permanent
resolution of Palestine and
Kashmir issues.

Talking to media out-
side the United Nations
General Assembly, he said
that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif had raised
both issues at all interna-
tional fora.

He said on Palestine is-
sue, the PM had stated that
war crimes were being com-
mitted in the area, genocide
of armless

Palestinians was being
committed and the world
should take notice and bring
the perpetrator Israel to

justice.
He said the Prime Min-

ister had also made clear
that Pakistan wanted res-
toration of pre-1967 bor-
ders in which Jerusalem
should be the capital of Pal-
estine.

“ We want immediate
ceasefire in Gaza and ac-
countability of the aggres-
sor Israel for war crimes and
genocide being committed in
Palestine”, he remarked.

Tarar said that Pakistan
had dispatched humanitar-
ian aid through ships and
C130s. Moreover Pakistan
had offered to give admis-
sion to Palestinian medical
students in Pakistani insti-
tutions, so that they could
complete their education
without any hindrance.

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has urged every indi-
vidual to adopt the habit of
newspaper reading citing it
as a key to combating fake
news and fostering a culture
of responsible citizenship.

The prime minister, in
his message on the National
Newspaper Day being ob-
served on Wednesday (Sep-
tember 25), also called for
strengthening the role of
newspapers in the daily life
and support the invaluable
institution so it could con-
tinue to serve the nation
with integrity and dedica-
tion.

He said the power of a
well-informed society
could not be underesti-
mated. “It is through in-
formed citizens that we can
build a stronger, more resil-

ient Pakistan.”
The prime minister

highlighted that in the con-
temporary world, the rel-
evance of print media had
become even more signifi-
cant. “While social media
has revolutionized the way
we access information, it
has also raised challenges in
the form of fake news, mis-
information, and
disinformation.”

He said newspapers,
with their established edi-
torial standards and rigor-
ous fact-checking process,
continued to serve as a reli-
able source of information
in a time of digital noise and
confusion.

“They provide a level
of accountability that is of-
ten missing in online
spaces, ensuring that truth
is not compromised,” he
added.
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QUETTA: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Rana Mashood
Ahmed Khan posing for a group photo with Shahzaib Rind and the youth at
BUITEMS Quetta.

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN: Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General Asim Munir
laying floral wreath at the Shuhada Monument during his visit to Wana in
South Waziristan.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail enquiring
about health of former Provincial Minister Abdul Karim Nausherwani

QUETTA: Berak Shahwani, Muhammad Nasir, Asadullah and others meet-
ing with Parliamentary Secretary Culture & Tourism Nawabzada Zareen
Khan Magsi

experts and students of the
Loralai University who
completed the agri-based
training.

The Governor main-
tained that we need to pon-
der upon on our policies
and projects that whether
Balochistan is really suit-
able region for agriculture or
not?

If it (Balochistan) is
suitable for the agriculture
then why don’t adopt meth-
odology of agriculture that
is compatible with the
modern requirements, the
Governor said adding that
if the province is not suit-
able for agriculture, then we
have to ponder that which
means and opportunities
can be availed and mobi-
lized in alternative.

He said that unfortu-
nately, we are just limited
to cultivate the vegetables,
onions, potatoes and toma-
toes in the present devel-
oped era even while the or-
chards are limited to grapes
and apples.

Means, why don’t we
opt such crops and or-
chards which require least
water for cultivation or at
least we can earn more
money in less time.

The Governor noted
that major portion of
Balochistan’s population is
associated with agriculture
and livestock.

For example, livestock
sector can be put on mod-
ern lines in Musakhail,
Zhob and Loralai, he em-
phasized adding that there
are lot of grazing fields due

to the monsoon rains in the
province.

He said that we can
meet the requirement of
sacrificial animals of around
2.5 million pilgrims of
Saudi Arabia only from one
district i.e., Musakhail.

Similarly, there is a
great potential of develop-
ment of blue economy in
the 700-kilometer long
coastal belt, he mentioned
adding that we have the ca-
pacity to fulfill the require-
ments of fish of the whole
country of Japan from the
Gwadar deep sea port.

The Governor also
stressed the need to seek
guidance of the experts for
increasing number of pre-
cious animals species
through their growth.

In the end, he appreci-
ated the initiative of train-
ing for youth of the prov-
ince by Pakistan Oil Seed
Department. He also con-
gratulated the young re-
searchers and students of
University of Loralai on
completion of training in
fields of production of
nursery of olive, value chain
and machinery of olive and
its care.

The Vice Chancellor of
Loralai University, Dr.
Ehsan Kakar, Ms. Hajra
Sohail and Dr. Khair
Muhammad Kakar also ad-
dressed the ceremony.

The Governor distrib-
uted certificates among the
students and researchers
completing agri-based train-
ing under the auspices of
Pakistan Oil Seed Depart-
ment.

We can bring revolution in...
Continued from page 1

Championship in Singapore
recently.

The young MMA
fighter from Balochistan
had trounced Brazilian ri-
val, Luiz Victor Rocha in
the final event of the World
Karate Combat Light
Heavyweight Champion-
ship.

He was proud to be the
first World Champion from
Pakistan in Martial Arts.
History was made with his
win in the event.

The Chief Minister
and other senior govern-
ment high ups extended
greetings to Shahzaib Rind
on his marvelous victory in
the World Karate Combat
title fight.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti em-
braced Shahzaib and ex-
pressed best wishes for him
on his victory in the World
Karate Combat Light
Heavyweight Champion-
ship.

Speaking to the cham-
pion, Chief Minister told
that “You are pride of
Balochistan and Pakistan.”
He said that he (Shahzaib)
has brightened the name of
Pakistan and the future of
country is linked with the
talented youth like him.

He said that Shahzaib
Rind is a bright example of
progress for youth of the
province.

Meanwhile, speaking
to the media persons,
Shahzaib Rind said that he
is pleased to brighten the
name of country at the
world level.

He said that he knocked
out the player which had
never been knocked out in
the past. He said that
there’s a great talent among
youth of the province. He
said that he would play the
role of model for youth of
the province.

Shahzaib Rind on the
occasion complained about
inappropriate welcome at
the Islamabad airport. He
said that he got disap-
pointed over seeing wel-
come in Islamabad.

He said the Kashmir
issue would figure in the
Prime Minister’s engage-
ments in the United Na-
tions.

Besides , he said climate
change was a major issue for
Pakistan which contributed
only 2 per cent of the gas
emissions but had to bear
the brunt of adverse effects
of the climate change.

He said the UN secre-
tary general had himself vis-
ited Pakistan and himself
saw the impact of climate
change in Pakistan due to
heavy floods.

He further said that
Pakistan had also badly suf-
fered in the war against ter-
rorism and it was still suf-
fering in this war launched
by the western powers.

The minister said that
after 2018 Pakistan was
isolated on foreign policy
affairs as Pakistan’s friends
both in East and West were
unhappy. He said now the
warmth in relations with all
friendly countries was re-
stored and cooperation was
showing serge. He said that
talks with the International
Monetary Fund had been
concluded and final en-
dorsement was due shortly.

He said there was also
good news about Pakistan’s
economy and the world
should come and invest in
Pakistan to take advantage
of its huge potential.

He said that Bloomberg
had termed the Pakistan
stock market as an emerg-
ing stock market and
Moody’s and Fitch had
upgraded its rating.

He said there was good
news that inflation had
fallen to 9.6 per cent
whereas exports have in-
creased by 14 percent. In-
formation technology ex-
ports have touched the 3.1
billion mark and remit-
tances have also shown an
upward trend.

He said that the entire
world could share in the eco-
nomic revival of Pakistan.

To a question,  he said
that during the PM’s visit,
meetings will be held with
doctors , bankers and rep-
resentatives from other
walks of life.

Elaborating on
Pakistan’s isolation in the
past, he said that during the
PTI rule on the one hand
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor was shut down
and on the other the US
was accused of toppling its
government and even
friendly countries in the
Middle East were not
happy with the foreign
policy of the then regime.

Shahzaib Rind
gets warm....

Continued from page 1

Peace in world...
Continued from page 1

Name of Pervaiz Elahi
removed from PCL
under court order

LAHORE (Online): Name
of former Chief Minister
(CM) Punjab and PTI
leader Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi and others have been
removed from Passport
Control List (PCL) under
the orders of Lahore High
Court (LHC)

Justice Shams
Mehmood Mirza of LHC
took up for hearing the con-
tempt of court pleas filed
by Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
and others Tuesday.

The petitioner took the
plea name is not being re-
moved from PCL and Exit
Control List (ECL) despite

court’s orders . The court
should order for initiating
contempt of court proceed-
ings against the officers.

The state counsel pre-
sented report in the court
during the hearing of the
case.

The court ordered for
removing name of Pervaiz
Elahi and others from PCL
and ECL. Name of Rasikh
Elahi and Zara Elahi have
also been removed from
ECL.

The court wrapped
up the petition in the light
of report from state coun-
sel.

PTI says:
Constitutional package
annihilation of SC, HC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Terming the government
constitutional package an-
nihilation of Supreme Court
(SC) and High Court (HC)
PTI leaders have said law-
yers will never accept such
constitutional amendments
which are aimed at under-
mining the system.

The present govern-
ment is of form 47 govern-
ment and it should not even
think of constitutional
amendments as they have
no right to bring general
amendments, this was said
by PTI senior leaders
Hamid Khan advocate and
Suleman Akram Raja while
talking to media men out-
side Supreme Court (SC)
here Tuesday

Hamid Khan said I had
made a request to Chief Jus-

tice of Pakistan (CJP) that
he is biased and this im-
pression is there since sev-
eral months. Decisions
come against PTI and which
come in favor of PTI they
are not implemented.

We consider practice
and procedure amendment
ordinance illegal. Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Qasi
Faez Isa removed a senior
judge under this ordinance.
Qazi Faez Isa said on the
application it will be heard
later.

The lawyers have been
asked not to file such peti-
tions otherwise their license
will be suspended. The law-
yers term all these things
unconstitutional.

A larger lawyers con-
vention has taken place in
Lahore.

Shahzeb Rind calls for
sports culture development

PCB urges players
to support captains

of all formats

Pakistan
name squad

for first
England Test

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Pakistan cricket selectors
announced a 15-player
squad on Tuesday for the
first Test against England, set
to take place in Multan
from October 7-11.

Following the squad an-
nouncement and based on
the recommendation of head
coach Jason Gillespie, the
selected players have been
withdrawn from the Cham-
pions One-Day Cup play-
offs to allow them some rest
ahead of the series. The
squad will assemble in
Multan on Monday, Sep-
tember 30, with the training
camp commencing on  Oc-
tober 1, 2024. Squad (for 1st
Test): Shan Masood (cap-
tain), Saud Shakeel (vice-
captain), Aamir Jamal,
Abdullah Shafique, Abrar
Ahmed, Babar Azam, Mir
Hamza, Mohammad Huraira,
Mohammad Rizwan (wicket-
keeper), Naseem Shah,
Noman Ali, Saim Ayub,
Salman Ali Agha, Sarfaraz
Ahmed (wicket-keeper),
and Shaheen Shah Afridi.

DC Nasirabad chairs
revenue officers meeting

Independent Report
NASIRABAD: A meeting of revenue officers from across
the district was held under the chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Nasirabad, Munir Ahmed Kakar. The
meeting was attended by Assistant Commissioner Dera
Murad Jamali, PA to Deputy Commissioner Manzoor
Ahmed Shirazi, Tehsildars, Naib Tehsildars, and rev-
enue officers.

The meeting discussed block-wise maps, government
agricultural income tax and water charges collection,
four-year jamabandi (land record), and unauthorized
constructions on government land.

Addressing the meeting, Deputy Commissioner
Kakar emphasized that the responsibilities entrusted by
the Government of Balochistan must be implemented.
He directed the officers to ensure the recovery of out-
standing dues from landowners and complete the four-
year jamabandi process.

Kakar warned that action will be taken against those
involved in unauthorized constructions on government
land. He held the concerned officers and patwaris re-
sponsible for any encroachments in their respective ar-
eas and directed them to perform their duties without
fear or favor.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Shahzeb Rind, Pakistan’s first
Karate Combat World Champion, proudly claimed his
title in the name of his nation, emphasizing the urgent
need for a sports culture in Pakistan.

In a press conference at the residence of former Fed-
eral Minister Sardar Yar Mohammad Rind, Rind revealed
his personal sacrifices, training for three months in America
without a sponsor. He expressed gratitude for ex minister
Rind’s support during his challenging journey.

Shahzeb Rind shared that his victory surprised the
world, especially as he faced skepticism due to his Paki-
stani identity.

Despite being underestimated, he dedicated two years
of hard work to raise Pakistan’s flag in the global arena.

He highlighted the lack of training infrastructure and
support for young athletes in Pakistan, contrasting it
with other countries where children receive scholarships
and training from a young age.

He said that the government of Pakistan should pa-
tronize the youth. They have the ability to surprise the
world. He said that there was a time in the final match
that I felt like I had lost. But my heart And the mind did
not accept defeat. And I preferred to fight till the end and

die even though I fell. He said that my opponent had hit
me with such a powerful punch on the head that I went
into a semi-unconscious state.

“If I lose, what face will I show to the nation? I was
a Muslim and I had a passion in me. I wanted to fight for
Pakistan. My opponent got the upper hand over me. But
Allah gave me strength and I got the upper hand over my
opponent with the help of the prayers of the nation and
my parents” he added.

He said that if it was any other country, there would
have been celebrations in this country for many weeks to
win this title. Because European countries spend billions
of rupees on their people to win this title. And the youth
are trained for many years. I belong to a middle class
family. From childhood I was interested to do something
for Pakistan.

He stressed that his win was not for monetary prizes
but for national pride, calling on the government to sup-
port the youth and develop sports programs. Rind’s heart
and determination drove him through intense competi-
tion, even when facing a near-defeat moment in the finals.
“I wanted to fight for Pakistan,” he said, emphasizing the
support of the nation behind him.

LAHORE (INP):  Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
urged players to fully sup-
port their captains in every
situation, sources revealed
during the PCB’s Strategic
Connection Camp in
Lahore.

The camp, attended by
both players and coaches,
focused on improving com-
munication, and team spirit,
and addressing concerns
raised by the players. Ac-
cording to sources, the PCB
has conveyed to the play-
ers that fear of being
dropped or losing the cap-
taincy should not hinder
their commitment to the
team’s success.

All players, particu-
larly those capable of per-
forming across all three for-
mats of the game, have been
urged to work together to
build a united front.

PCB Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi reinforced
the message of unity,
stressing that success is
only possible if players

back one another and sup-
port their captain, irre-
spective of the format. To
address ongoing concerns,
the PCB plans to form a
special committee inde-
pendent of management,
where players can freely
voice their issues. Sources
ind icate  that  p layers
raised concerns over a
lack of communication
between them and both
the int e rn a t io n a l  and
domestic cricket depart-
ments.

During separate ses-
sions with coaches and PCB
officials, players discussed
the need for a clear policy
on workload management
and selection processes. In
response, the coaches and
officials assured the play-
ers that their problems
would be addressed.

Additionally, the play-
ers were instructed to stand
by their captain at all times
and contribute to team suc-
cess through mutual sup-
port.

’81 industries
shut down in

5 years due to
electricity crises
KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh Assembly was
on Monday informed
that 81 industrial
units, including 10
textile mills and five
sugar mills, have
shut down over the
past five years due to
the persistent elec-
tricity crisis.

In response to
queries from law-
makers, Parliamen-
tary Secretary of In-
dustries and Com-
merce Department,
Ali Ahmed, told the
house that the pro-
vincial government
is extending coop-
eration to industri-
alists.
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Resolving public grievances police
top priority; says IGP Islamabad
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: According

to the details, the Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, held a Khuli
Katchery at the Central
Police Office Islamabad.
Eight citizens and five po-
lice officers participated in
the khuli katchery.

During the khuli
katchery, he listened to the

issues of citizens and po-
lice officers and issued di-

rectives to senior police of-
ficers on the spot for timely
resolution of their concerns.

He said that, resolving
citizens’ issues on merit is
our top priority. Negligence
and carelessness in duties
will not be tolerated. Any
citizen facing any issue re-
lated to the police can come
to the Khuli Katchery. My

office is always open for
my citizens, the IGP said.

IG Islamabad further
directed the officers to re-
solve the citizen grievances
on merit within the stipu-
lated time frame and report
back to the Central Police
Office. He directed all
SDPOs and SHOs to adhere
to the designated office
hours and prioritize resolv-
ing citizens’ issues.

On this occasion, the
IG Islamabad said that the
Islamabad Police are taking
various measures for the fa-
cilitation of citizens. The
daily holding of Khuli
Katchery helps in resolv-
ing issues on a priority ba-
sis, he added.

Moreover, all zonal
officers and SHOs are di-
rected to meet citizens
during the designated office
hours and resolve their is-
sues promptly and on
merit.

Over 400 students
and teachers receive
road safety training

ISLAMABAD: Labourers busy in road construction with the help of heavy
machinery during development work near Faizabad.

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi meeting with President Asif
Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), Senator Rubina Khalid wit-
nesses the signing ceremony of an agreement between Benazir Income Support Programme and World
Health Organization (WHO) under the Benazir Nashonuma Programme in BISP HQs.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pa-
kistan Yerzhan Kistafin addressing during a con-
ference title “Rising Kazakhstan agenda for build-
ing regional cooperation” organized by Embassy
of Kazakhstan at Institute of Regional Studies, in
the Federal Capital

ISLAMABAD: Patients being treated in the spe-
cial dengue ward of the Polyclinic Hospital in the
Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Dr.Khalid Aftab Sulehri human
rights party talking to medical entry test student.

Pak-South Korea
shares common heritage
of Buddhism: Speakers

Zardari underlines importance
of newspapers in supporting

democracy, human rights

BISP signs agreements with WHO, UNICEF
under Benazir Nashonuma initiative

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP) has
signed two separate agree-
ments with UNICEF and
the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) under the
Benazir Nashonuma
Programme, aimed at tack-
ling malnutrition and im-
proving the health of chil-
dren and mothers in Paki-
stan.

The agreement with
UNICEF focuses on Social
Behaviour Change Com-
munication (SBCC) and the
provision of Ready-to-Use
Therapeutic Food (RUTF)
for the treatment of Severe
Acute Malnutrition

(SAM). The agreements
were signed by Secretary
Amer Ali Ahmad from
BISP, Mrs. Abdullah Fadil
from UNICEF and Dr. Luo
Dapeng from WHO.

This partnership aims
to enhance community
awareness and provide life-
saving nutrition support to
affected children and moth-
ers. The agreement with
WHO involves the manage-
ment of stabilization cen-
ters across the country at
the district level within
District Headquarter Hos-
pitals (DHQs).

These centers will
provide specialized care for
children suffering from

SAM with complications.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Senator Rubina Khalid
highlighted the importance
of these agreements in com-
bating malnutrition in Pa-
kistan.

“Together, we aim to
build on our strong work-
ing relationships to provide
health and nutrition sup-
port to vulnerable commu-
nities across Pakistan. I am
confident that through this
collaboration, we will
achieve impactful results
and make a lasting differ-
ence in the lives of our ben-
eficiaries,” she said.

“Children living in im-
poverished communities

and households need to be
prioritized when it comes
to nutrition and social pro-
tection programmes to en-
sure they can survive,
thrive, and reach their full
potential,” UNICEF Rep-
resentative in Pakistan,
Abdullah Fadil said.

“WHO is honoured to
partner with BISP to pro-
vide evidence-based inter-
ventions aimed at provid-
ing life-saving treatment to
75, 000 severely acute mal-
nourished children with
medical complications as
well as protecting, support-
ing and promoting breast
feeding as a key strategy to
prevent stunting’.

Shaza Fatima says:
‘One Patient, One Identity’
system on the anvil under
‘Smart Islamabad’ initiative

Senate body directs PWD
to transfer possession
of Constantia Lodge

Ban on protest gathering
Federation, law secretary
put on notice in petition

challenging law

Powers enhanced of CJP in
practice, procedure amend.

ordinance challenged

Changing election tribunal of Islamabad case:

EC seeks reply
from respondents,
adjourns hearing

Boot camp empowering youth
on sustainable alternatives to
open waste burning concludes

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has issued notice to
federation and law secretary
and sought reply within
two weeks on the petition
challenging the law on im-
position of ban on gather-
ing for protest without per-
mission.

The court has sum-
moned Attorney General
(AG) for assistance.

The court issued this
order on Tuesday.

Chief Justice (CJ) of
IHC Aamer Farooq re-
marked public gathering is
conditional to permission.

A specific place is reserved
for it. Assembly is linked
to permission in the entire
world including Europe and
UK.

CJ IHC heard the case
Tuesday.

Imman Mazari advo-
cate appeared in the court
on behalf of the petitioner.

The counsel said
peaceful protest is basic
right of every citizen and
no ban can be imposed on
it.

The CJ IHC remarked
the gathering is linked to
permission and a venue is
reserved for it.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Police conducted one day
road safety training for stu-
dents and teachers of
Islamabad Model College
for Girls G-8/4 to sensitize
the participants about the
traffic rules and road safety
measures. More than 400
students and teachers par-
ticipated in the workshop
and it got an overwhelming
response from them. Stu-
dents were educated during
the workshop about dan-
gers of risky driving, rights

of road users, use of over-
head bridges, use of zebra
crossings and other traffic
rules. Islamabad Police
education wing delivered a
lecture to participants
about road safety and traf-
fic rules and said that chil-
dren would take charge of
important responsibilities
in the future and it is our
duty to educate students
about road safety and traf-
fic rules. They further
added that the Islamabad
Police is fulfilling its duty
well and has taken special
measures.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Tuesday called on news-
papers to champion demo-
cratic values, raise aware-
ness of socio-economic is-
sues, and promote toler-
ance, interfaith harmony,
patriotism, and respect for
human rights.

The president, in his
message on the National
Newspaper Readership
Day being observed on
Wednesday (September
25), urged newspapers to
play their role in promot-
ing moral, ethical, and
democratic values in the
society.

He further asked the
newspapers to educate the
people about socio-eco-
nomic issues as well as pro-
mote tolerance, inter-faith
harmony, patriotism, civic
responsibility, and respect
for human rights.

Extending heartfelt

congratulations to the All-
Pakistan Newspapers So-
ciety (APNS) on the Na-
tional Newspaper Reader-
ship Day, Zardari empha-
sized that newspapers were
vital for raising political
awareness, informing citi-
zens about their rights and
responsibilities, and aiding
them in making informed
decisions.

“In today’s fast-
paced digital age, where
misinformation and fake
news can go viral rapidly,
the role of newspapers has
become even more critical.
Newspapers need to pro-
vide accurate and well-re-
searched news to discour-
age fake news by using
modern information tech-
nology.

Their role in promot-
ing facts over sensational-
ism is essential to counter
the spread of false informa-
tion,” he stressed.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for Infor-
mation Technology and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on Tues-
day said that the govern-
ment would soon introduce
the “One Patient, One
Identity” system under
the “Smart Islamabad” ini-
tiative in the Federal Capi-
tal.

Speaking to the media,
she said that the system
would help save a patient’s
entire medical record, which
would be accessible across
all hospitals operating in
the Federal Capital, includ-
ing basic health units.

“This will eliminate
the need for patients to visit
the hospital where they
had initially received medi-
cal care. They can visit any
hospital in the Federal
Capital, and the doctors
there will access their medi-
cal records using the iden-
tity issued under the ‘One
Patient, One Identity’ sys-
tem,” she added.

The minister further
said that as part of the
project all schools in
Islamabad, including both
rural and urban areas,
would be centralized and
provided with Internet con-
nectivity, along with other
resources to improve the
quality of education.

“The Ministry of
Education is actively col-
laborating with the Minis-
try of Information Technol-
ogy on this initiative,” she
added.

Sahza Fatima said that
the centralized education
system would enhance the
quality of education in the
Capital without requiring
additional resources.

As part of the
programme, she said that
separate police facilitation
centers would also be es-
tablished across the city to
serve the public.

The Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Islamabad was
actively working on the
project.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission (EC)
while seeking reply from
the respondents on chang-
ing election tribunal of
federal capital has ad-
journed the hearing till
next week.

A four members bench
under Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) heard the
case related to changing elec-
tion tribunal in federal capi-
tal on Tuesday. .

The counsels for peti-
tioners appeared in the
commission .

The counsels for PTI
sought time for filing reply.

The counsel for PML-
N candidate Anjum Aqeel
requested the commission
they need time for filing re-
ply . Give time for two
weeks to us.

CEC said they should
file reply before next hear-
ing. Two weeks time can-
not be given.

CEC adjourned the
hearing of the case till next
Tuesday.

It is pertinent to men-
tion all the three MNAs
from PML-N in Islamabad
had filed petition for chang-
ing election tribunal in
Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The powers enhanced in re-
spect of Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) in practice
and procedure amendment
ordinance have been chal-
lenged in Supreme Court
(SC).

Chaudhry Ehtisham ul
Haq advocate filed petition
in SC making secretary for
law ministry, secretary es-
tablishment and secretary
cabinet respondents.

The petitioner has
taken plea in the petition
promulgation of ordinance
is against parliamentary de-
mocracy. SC has also main-

tained the ordinance can be
promulgated in emergency
only.

It has been requested
in the petition the amend-
ment ordinance be declared
in conflict with constitu-
tion. All the steps under
ordinance be declared null
and void.

The petitioner said
the people rights are being
violated through the ordi-
nance. In article 9, the
people are at liberty to re-
sort to independent judi-
ciary. Under article 10 fair
trial is part of constitutional
rights of the people.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speakers at a symposium
Tuesday said that Pakistan
and South Korea were tied
in common relations and
their ongoing collaboration
in cultural heritage conser-
vation, rooted in a shared
historical connection, par-
ticularly the common heri-
tage of Buddhism.

Addressing the “Digi-
tal Transformation of Cul-
tural Heritage Conservation
and Management in Paki-
stan” symposium held at a
local hotel, they said that
since the establishment of
diplomatic relations in
1983, both nations have
actively engaged in archaeo-
logical initiatives that cel-
ebrated and preserved their
rich cultural legacies.

They said that schol-
ars and professionals from
both countries have ex-
changed visits, enriching
each other’s knowledge and
expertise.

They added that the
Pakistan and Korean part-
nership achieved significant
milestones including the ex-
hibitions of Gandhara Art
in 2000 and 2017 in Korea,
and the archaeological re-

search conducted by the
Dongguk Buddhist Univer-
sity in Taxila Valley in 2004

Hassan Nasir Jamy,
Secretary of National Heri-
tage and Culture, while
speaking as Chief Guest
said that the symposium
was a testament to the en-
during partnership between
South Korea and Pakistan
in cultural heritage preser-
vation.

“By leveraging digital
technologies, we can safe-
guard our shared legacies
for future generations.”

Currently, to promote
the activities of the Re-
search Center a five-year
Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) project
from the Republic of Ko-
rea is underway, focusing
on establishing the
Gandhara Archaeological
Research Center at the De-
partment of Archaeology
and Museums in Islamabad
initiated in 2021.

The project includes a
research centre for the digi-
tal documentation of Bud-
dhist heritage sites and a
conservation laboratory for
the treatment of museum
artefacts.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Housing and
Works Tuesday directed
the Pakistan Public Works
Department (PWD) to fa-
cilitate the demarcation pro-
cess and transfer possession
of the Constantia Lodge to
the ministry, as well as to
resolve all related issues.

The Senate body that
met here with Nasir
Mehmood in the chair ad-
dressed agenda items, exam-
ining the jurisdiction,
mechanisms, and processes
for implementing the
Building Code of Pakistan
2021, including the Seismic
Provisions of 2007 and en-
vironmental protection
measures nationwide.

It was noted that the
Pakistan Engineering Coun-
cil (PEC) oversees the
building code and that noti-
fications are issued by the
Ministry of Science and
Technology. The code es-
tablishes minimum stan-
dards for building safety,
structural integrity, and

sustainability.
Provinces can modify

specific provisions to ad-
dress regional characteris-
tics, such as seismic risks
and climate conditions.

Local planning depart-
ments evaluate submitted
plans for compliance with
structural and environmen-
tal standards, often involv-
ing expert consultants.

Senator Bilal Ahmed
raised concerns that the in-
volvement of consultants
and contractors could lead
to fraud and urged the need
for clearly specified autho-
rizations. It was revealed
that approximately 90% of
buildings do not conform to
approved structures. The
committee highlighted that
while the Building Code of
Pakistan 2022 provides a
framework for safe, sus-
tainable, and environmen-
tally responsible construc-
tion, it lacks the authority
to approve building plans
or monitor construction;
these powers rest with lo-
cal departments.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Institute of Urbanism
(IoU) with the support of
Royal Academy of Engi-
neering (RAE), success-
fully concluded a transfor-
mative five-day boot camp
titled ‘Social Impact for
Sustainable Alternatives to
Open Waste Burning
(OWB) here on Tuesday.

This initiative was de-
signed to engage, educate,
and empower young change
makers to address the
pressing environmental
challenge of open waste
burning through innovative
and sustainable solutions, a
news release said.

Throughout the boot
camp, participants were
introduced to a holistic ap-
proach to tackling OWB,
emphasizing the integration
of social impact, behavior
change, and entrepreneur-
ship. Experts across vari-
ous sectors shared insights
on how community engage-
ment, resource innovation,
and strategic communica-
tion are crucial for achiev-

ing long-term, sustainable
outcomes. One key session
focused on effective waste
management practices, led
by representatives from the
Rawalpindi Waste Manage-
ment Company (RWMC).
RWMC plays a pivotal role
in managing solid waste
across Rawalpindi and
Murree districts. Engr. Bilal
Niazi, Manager Opera-
tions, RWMC highlighted
that, “Partnership with in-
ternational companies has
enabled us to implement
advanced waste manage-
ment technologies. How-
ever, real progress requires
ongoing adaptation, and the
youth can drive this for-
ward through innovation,”.

Dr. Ejaz Ahmad, Se-
nior Program Fellow at IoU,
underscored the connection
between open waste burn-
ing (OWB) and public
health, noting, “The toxic
emissions from OWB not
only harm the environment
but also pose serious health
risks, particularly for vul-
nerable, low-income com-

munities. Addressing this
issue is crucial for safe-
guarding the health, dignity,
and well-being of those
most affected.”

Speaking on the im-
portance of youth leader-
ship in this endeavor, Dr.
Sofia Khalid, Head of En-
vironmental Sciences at
AIOU, Islamabad, high-
lighted that, “Addressing
OWB requires more than
just awareness. It demands
a shift towards circular
economy where resources
are recycled and reused.
Our youth hold the power
to drive this change by in-
tegrating environmental re-
sponsibility with innova-
tive practices.” Participants
were equipped with prac-
tical tools for leveraging
digital platforms, using the
SMART approach (Spe-
cific, Measurable, Achiev-
able, Relevant, and Time-
bound) to create impactful
social media campaigns.
Zunaira Ali Fellowship lead
at Acumen, a digital media
expert, emphasized.

Governor
KP calls on
President

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi called on President
of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari
at the President House.

The discussion fo-
cused on various issues af-
fecting the province, includ-
ing security, economic sta-
bility and the welfare of its
residents.

During the meeting,
Governor Kundi briefed the
President Zardari about the
recent terrorist attack on a
convoy of foreign diplo-
mats in Swat, as well as the
rising incidents of terrorism
in the southern districts and
merged tribal areas.

He highlighted the de-
teriorating law and order
situation in the province.

President Zardari
commended Governor
Kundi for his efforts to-
wards the overall improve-
ment of the province.

PIAC bidding
process to be
telecast on

Oct 1
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Assembly’s
Standing Committee on
Privatization was informed
on Tuesday that the bidding
process for Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines Company
(PIAC) will be shown live
on media on October 1,
2024 after approval by the
Cabinet. The meeting of the
committee was held under
the Chairmanship of
Muhammad Farooq Sattar,
according to press release
issued by the National As-
sembly Secretariat. The
Secretary Ministry of
Privatization informed the
committee that the contract
with the wining company/
consortia will be finalized.
The Committee was as-
sured that the rights of the
employees of the company
will be protected during the
privatization process.

Mehfil-e-Naat
organized at

female campus
of IIUI

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Directorate of Stu-
dents Affairs (Female Cam-
pus), International Islamic
University Islamabad
(IIUI) in collaboration with
the Faculty of Arabic, or-
ganized a Mehfil-e-Naat to
celebrate the birth of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) in connection with
the month of Rabi ul Awal.

The event drew large
participation from stu-
dents, faculty, and staff,
who came together to re-
flect on the life and teach-
ings of the Prophet (PBUH)
through Naat recitations
and Darood-o-Salam.

The Mehfil encour-
aged the expression of this
devotion through a Naat
competition, where stu-
dents showcased their love
for the Prophet (PBUH).
Gifts were awarded to the
best Naat Khawan stu-
dents.

Dr. Summaya
Chughtai, Incharge of the
Female Campus, honored
the occasion as the chief
guest and spoke about how
the Prophet’s (PBUH)
message of Rehmat pro-
vides guidance in every
facet of life.

She emphasized how
the Prophet’s (PBUH)
qualities of forgiveness,
forbearance, and justice are
essential in today’s world.

Dr. Sadia Saleem, the
chief organizer, echoed
these sentiments.
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Reserved seats
The verdict is in. But does
that make a difference? The
Supreme Court’s detailed rea-
soning for its decision in the
reserved seats case was fi-
nally made public on Monday,
after weeks of clamouring for
its release. However, the judg-
ment, which carries the
weight of a full court, was
promptly rejected by the PML-
N. The ruling party described
it on X as “a political decision”
issued by “eight specific
judges in violation of their
oath, to give political benefits
to a party that spreads chaos
and division”.

It seemed like a knee-jerk
reaction to the 70 pages of
meticulous reasoning for why
11 of the 13 judges who heard
the case, including the chief
justice of Pakistan, agreed
that the PTI had been
wronged by the ECP and de-
served relief, and also why
eight judges differed from the
other three on what relief
would be suitable.

The operative part of the
judgment had, it may be re-
called, been issued much ear-
lier in July. After a first read-
ing of the detailed reasoning,
it is still difficult to under-
stand why the ECP and gov-
ernment reacted so adversely
to it from the get-go. The Su-
preme Court has, in fact,
unanimously rejected two
important arguments pre-
sented by the Sunni Ittehad
Council and the PTI: ie, the
SIC was entitled to reserved
seats based on the strength
of its parliamentary party de-
spite not having directly won
a seat, and that reserved
seats could not be distributed
to parties other than the SIC
even if it was not to be given
any.

In fact, the verdict makes
clear that it was the ECP’s
original sin — not allowing
candidates to contest as PTI’s
nominees, in violation of the
Constitution and the law —
that necessitated interven-
tion and a prescription for
rectification from the court.

The judgment explains
that the court considered the
dispute as being larger than
just a disagreement between
two parties, and that it acted
to protect the rights of the
electorate, not a particular
political party. Based on that,
the government’s position
seems rather weak. Has it
been risking contempt merely
because the Supreme Court
pointed out that the ECP did
something wrong and in-
structed, as is its mandate,
that justice be done? More-
over, how does the govern-
ment morally justify its posi-
tion considering that it is a
direct beneficiary of the ac-
tions struck down as unlaw-
ful and unconstitutional by
the court? Perhaps if this de-
tailed verdict had been issued
sooner, much of the contro-
versy that has surrounded it
may have been avoided. How-
ever, now that it is in hand,
the government should either
file for a review or accept it as
is. Refusing to implement it
is a dangerous strategy; it
may unravel the entire edi-
fice of the state.

Practice & Procedure Society’s safety net
Sameer Khosa

Recent moves by the gov-
ernment leave no doubt
that the judiciary is facing
one of the most serious
onslaughts in its history.
Although attempts to
tame the courts have been
afoot for a while, as seen
by the letter written by six
judges of the Islamabad
High Court, these have
only met with mixed suc-
cess. Various courts in the
country have continued to
pass strict observations in
cases of enforced disap-
pearances, granted bail to
persons that the state is
unwilling to release, and
zeroed in on the phenom-
enon of audio leaks. Most
significantly, a 13-member
ben-ch of the Supreme
Court denied the govern-
ment its extra reserved
seats in parliament.

Faced with a judi-
ciary refusing to declare
total submission, the gov-
ernment first
atte-m---pted to pass a
constitutional amendment
proposing widespread
changes to the structure of
the judiciary. Having
failed to achi-eve that for
the time being, the presi-
dent promulgated the Su-
preme Court (Prac-tice
and Procedure) Amend-
ment Ordinance, 2024.

The contents of the
proposed constitutional
amendment are now well
known: all the significant
constitutional powers of
the Supreme Court would
stand transferred to a fed-
eral constitutional court
(FCC), which would ef-
fectively be handpicked
by the government. Judges
of the high courts would
face being transferred to
another court without
their consent. The pow-
ers of the high courts in
matters related to laws in
relation to national secu-
rity would stand elimi-
nated. The government
would also have the power
to bypass the senior most
judge in appointing the
chief justice.

Now, the ordinance

issued by the president
demonstrates that the gov-
ernment remains unde-
terred. Through the ordi-
nance, the government has
changed the composition
of the committee that
forms benches and fixes
cases under the original
Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act, 2023.
The committee originally
consisted of the chief jus-
tice and two senior-most
judges of the court. Now
it will consist of the chief
justice, the next most se-
nior judge, and a judge
picked by the chief jus-
tice.

The promulgation of
the ordinance is problem-
atic in several respects.
For one, the Constitution
does not envisage the
president as a lawmaker
except in exceptional cir-
cumstances when parlia-
ment cannot be sum-
moned. No exceptional
circumstances seem ap-
parent given that the origi-
nal committee was func-
tional and available.

For another, it seems
to be yet another attempt
to interfere in the func-
tioning of the judiciary. In
recent weeks, the chief
justice has found himself
out-voted on matters that
are important to the
government’s ability to
pass the constitutional
amendment. In particular,
the chief justice unsuc-
cessfully attempted to fix
a review petition related
to the reserved seats ver-
dict and the Article 63A
verdict (related to floor
crossing). In case either of
these review cases is suc-
cessful, the government’s
ability to pass a constitu-
tional amendment would
greatly increase (either
through reserved seats, or
defections).

Instead of respecting
the Supreme Court and the
committee, the govern-
ment decided to modify
the committee to
strengthen the chief justice
so that it could change
outcomes for itself. It is a
dangerous game for the

government to contract
and expand the powers of
the chief justice at will de-
pending only on its pre-
ferred temporary out-
comes.

Unfortunately, in-
stead of sticking to the
original committee, within
hours the chief justice
changed the formation of
the committee by skip-
ping the third and fourth
most senior judges of the
court. The composition of
the committee is particu-
larly important at this
time because if the govern-
ment can successfully
pass the constitutional
amendment, then any chal-
lenge to the amendment
filed in the Supre-

me Court would be
subject to the decision of
this committee as to
whether it is heard, when,
and by whom. In effect,
the chief justice would
now control this process.

Add to this the fact
that, according to an offi-
cial press release of the Su-
preme Court, the govern-
ment already made its in-
terest in extending the
tenure of the chief justice
clear several months ago.
The clear intent is, there-
fore, to ensure that the
chief justice, who himself
potentially stands to be
one of the intended ben-
eficiaries of this whole ex-
ercise (in the form of an
extended tenure at the
FCC), can control any
challenge to the proposed
amendment.

Last year, when the
government was in no
mood to implement the
Supreme Court’s decision
related to elections in
Punjab and KP, it brought
in the Practice and Proce-
dure Act to thwart the
chief justice. This year,
when it is in no mood to
implement the reserved
seats case, it has brought
in the ordinance to retain
the chief justice’s control.

Behind all of the
government’s claims, there
is only one real aim: sub-
jugating the Supreme
Court.  -- Courtesy Dawn

David Walmsley

A record number of news-
rooms have signed up for
World News Day 2024,
recognising the positive in-
fluence of journalism the
world over.

More than 600 news-
rooms and media associa-
tions across all continents
join to bring awareness to
the purpose of journalism,
a trade that is under con-
stant attack.

It’s a day to pause,
and reflect on the impor-
tance of independent and
often brave journalists
who make a difference in
their communities and
countries, by providing
the proof that leads to the
truth.

Too often, he or she
who shouts loudest on so-
cial media seems to be the
newsmaker of the day,
overshadowing the profes-
sional reporters and edi-
tors trained and deter-
mined to stand behind ev-
erything they publish.

Responsible journal-
ism is a tough business
when done properly. It
necessarily confronts the
easy, repetitive, and in-
stant swirl of polemicists
and propagandists deter-
mined to derail life to fit
agendas that are often
based on uncertainty and
exclusion.

P h o t o g r a p h i n g
events that happen, re-
porting out the facts; be-
ginning with incomplete
information and building a
more complete file over
time and ultimately ensur-
ing, in the final edit, that
the facts are pried out and
placed squarely into the
public discourse, is the
business of mainstream
media. It is inefficient yet
is a timeless tradition
without parallel.

Professionals fight
back against the hack-
neyed idea that belonging
to the mainstream is some-
how inferior to being ex-
treme.

World News Day
(Sept 28) is a day of

awareness, to better ex-
plain journalism to the
public at large.

It is also a moment to
provide room for our au-
diences and highlight how
their meeting a journalist
improved their life. How,
perhaps, finally, they were
listened to.

Or to reflect on the
contributions of a local
newspaper to the body
politic, or the cost of lib-
erty for a reporter detained
for no reason — other
than that she could be —
by those with armies at
their disposal.

Amid the growing
coarseness of public de-
bate, the pride of indepen-
dent journalism stands as
a source of optimism and
belief.

Often at significant
personal cost,
whistleblowers entrust
journalists with secrets.
Businesses, politicians
and others in power in-
creasingly refuse to meet
reporters or explain them-
selves — but that doesn’t
mean they are unaccount-
able. The rot is still ex-
posed by individuals.

This past year I met
a source determined to get
the truth out, but the con-
versations took place in a
hot-tub to prove I was not
wearing a listening wire,
and, on another occasion,
in my underwear for the
final interview. The story
was worth it all, but I
couldn’t have known it
would be when I started
out on the four-month od-
yssey.

That’s the romance of
the business that recruits
and repays the indefati-
gable.

Interest groups laden
with bias threaten eco-
nomic punishment: ‘I’ll
cancel my subscription’
or ‘we’ll pull our adver-
tising’. Perhaps next year
we will list those people
who act that way.

So far , news
organisations take the hit,
and don’t make it public.
But it is all an attempt to
interfere with editorial in-

dependence,  and it is
wrong.

Attacks on journal-
ists — including murder
— run at record highs.
Journalism was not cre-
ated for the messenger to
be shot. But, while you
can kill the journalist, you
can’t kill the story. Oth-
ers will take it on. Look at
journalists in Mexico or
Iran if you haven’t re-
ceived your daily dose of
inspiration. The rate of
impunity, killing journal-
ists and not being arrested,
creeps toward 100 per
cent in some countries, but
still the stories mount up.

A great miracle exists
in the business of journal-
ism: facts are not sup-
pressible.

Those in need under-
stand it. And it is those
least in need who fight us
most: the powerful, terri-
fied their wor-ld can’t be
entirely controlled.

That’s the magic of
World News Day.

As you talk to
friends, and consider your
community, village, town
or the wider world, think
about what  you have
learned today. There is a
fair bet journalism was in-
volved. The storytellers,
who come from your
community, tell the facts,
no matter how uncomfort-
able that can be.

That is why, unarmed
and living in your commu-
nity, they are targeted,
hassled, belittled, threat-
ened. And it is why they
respond with more facts,
more answers, more inde-
pendence of thought —
and maintain the link be-
tween you and the wider
world.

Journalists  are a
bridge as we build the fu-
ture, supported by the
capstone of our audience,
who are as loyal and de-
termined as the reporter
and the editor. Together,
on World News Day, if it
feels at times that the ves-
tiges of hope are falling
away, remember the
safety net of journalism is
there.  -- Courtesy Dawn

The uphill climb to woo neighbours

Unpacking the hybrid

Jawed Naqvi

A month to the date be-
fore Sri Lanka’s Sept 21
presidential polls would
elect a firebrand Marxist
head of state, and disturb
the political furniture in
the region and beyond, the
Indian high commissioner
to Colombo installed a free
water vending machine at
a tourist site in Sigiriya.

At slightly over half
the steep climb to the
summit of the 180 metres
high volcanic granite relic
of King Kasyapa’s ancient
fort-and-cave spectacle in
the heart of Sri Lanka, the
Indian envoy announced
the RO machine on a metal
plaque, which glistened in
the sapping heat with the
message of neighbourly
goodwill “from the people
of India”.

If the Indian envoy’s
intent was to win friends
or impress visitors, the in-
vestment fell short of its
goal on two counts. A truer
point that the water taps
missed lies in a six-hour
drive to Sri Lanka’s south-
ernmost tip.

It’s here that a stra-
tegic port has come up
abutting a sea lane seen as
more crucial for India’s
Western allies than for In-

dia. How New Delhi un-
der Narendra Modi’s
watch has got itself en-
tangled with the US-led
and completely self-
centred ‘pivot to the East’
strategy offers an object
lesson on how not to rise
to the bait in a purely bi-
lateral dispute, this one
being essentially between
Beijing and Washington.
The day the two make up,
even if they don’t end up
kissing, proverbially, the
cheerleaders in the tran-
sient stand-off wouldn’t
know where to look.

Pakistan has been
used selfishly twice by the
West, on both turns under
the watch of a muscle-
flexing military ruler. It’s
in an economic mess to-
day, but does the West
care? Moreover, in the
current context, the ascent
of the Philippines as a
China-specific military
outpost for the US threat-
ens to undercut Delhi’s
worth in the Western
strategy, say leading US
think tanks.

And so, it  would
seem odd for New Delhi
to share Western enthusi-
asm that the China-built
Hambantota port some-
how poses a threat to its
interests.

Quetta

Arifa Noor

Pakistani politics is a gift
which keeps on giving —
to the language we speak.
And the recent buzzword
for the state of politics in
our land is ‘hybrid regime’.
It’s descriptive, pejorative
and analytical all at once;
it can be used to criticise
any party in power and
explain inexplicable hap-
penings.

A phrase which be-
came rather popular dur-
ing the PTI tenure, it didn’t
fall into disuse even after
the party was sent pack-
ing. The PDM government
was described in no less
complimentary terms once
it ‘settled’ down, disap-
pointing some and vindi-
cating others with its in-
ability to govern.

Before long, the ‘hy-
brid regime’ tag was up-
graded to hybrid plus.
Once the elections took
place, the plus wasn’t
deemed enough and the
phrase became ‘hybrid
plus plus’ or ‘hybrid
promax’. This is now as
much a part of our conver-
sations as ‘khalai
makhlooq’ once was.

But as a phrase and
its connotations it does
raise questions. In a coun-
try where civilian govern-

ments have always been
hampered and compelled
to cede power to or share
it with the establishment,
is it only recent govern-
ments that deserve to be
called ‘hybrid’?

After all, Benazir
Bhutto’s first government
was able to come into be-
ing only after she agreed to
accept that those running
finance and foreign policy
would be appointed by
those who had ‘kindly’ al-
lowed her to become prime
minister. Once ‘they’ de-
cided to send her packing,
Nawaz Sharif was brought
to power in an election,
which was perhaps the
most controversial and ma-
nipulated of the four polls
held in the 1990s. It was
also the only one of the
many controversial elec-
tions in Pakistan to have
been challenged in the Su-
preme Court. After the
2008 election, story after
story reported how then
chief of army staff Ashfaq
Kayani held meetings on
the economy at his office
in Rawalpindi attended by
the relevant federal minis-
ters.

So what makes it dif-
ferent post-2018? Is it
even different? Perhaps
last weekend’s sorry saga
of the constitutional

amendment that wasn’t
provides some enlighten-
ment.

For months, talk of a
constitutional package was
doing the rounds. And for
days if not weeks, the gov-
ernment told us the num-
bers were in the bag (or was
it the maulana who was in
the bag?) as the president,
prime minister and interior
minister went a-calling. But
the presence of the last
heavyweight made it more
than evident which stake-
holders were behind this
bout of lawmaking. And
yet, once the operation
turned out to be as success-
ful as Joe Biden’s second
election run, the guns were
turned on the political gov-
ernment only.

From ‘independently’
elected senators (this elec-
tion has given us not just
the PTI-allied indepen-
dents but also a cast of in-
dependent senators) to
powerful journalists, no
one was willing to mince
their words about the
government’s incompe-
tence in getting the job
done. But was it simply
the government’s failure?
Who can afford to ask this
question?

Perhaps, this is what
distinguishes what we call
the ‘hybrid system’. It is

one in which the relation-
ship between the govern-
ment and establishment
works at two levels: offi-
cially the claim is that of a
close relationship while at
the unofficial level, a dif-
ferent picture is painted.

This doublespeak
starts with the election; not
only are polls questionable
to begin with but the con-
troversy generated is kept
alive. The election contin-
ues to be called into ques-
tion even as the govern-
ment is formed. Constant
references to RTS and Form
47 keep the election con-
troversy alive in people’s
minds; the unceasing talk
about Nawaz Sharif ’s
Lahore election is a case in
point.

This is accompanied
by constant, unsubtle ref-
erences to ‘one page’. The
government and establish-
ment are working in coor-
dination with each other;
as the government has been
put in power by the estab-
lishment, the widespread
assumption is the latter
will support the former.
Publicly and officially,
this is mentioned again and
again.  While the PTI
spoke proudly of the ‘one
page’, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif went a
step further to speak of

the chief and him being
‘yak jaan do qalib’ (best
friends).

Along with these
public pronouncements,
however, is the unofficial
messaging, which is no
less vociferous. This mes-
saging, carried out during
closed-door meetings and
background briefings, to-
gether with the analyses
of media people with
sources aplenty, is used to
explain how the establish-
ment is tiring of the incom-
petence of a government
which refuses to stand on
its own feet.

All of this builds up
an image of a government
which was helped into
power at great cost but
has since disappointed
those who propped it up.
Imran Khan was disap-
pointing — no one realised
that he had no plan to fix
Pakistan’s problems and
then he was obsessed with
corruption, using the state
powers to demolish the
opposition. Now it seems
that Shehbaz Sharif and
his government have simi-
larly disappointed the
powerful; once again the
plan is missing as is the
ability to make decisions.
And along with the disap-
pointment come whispers
of how ‘they’ are being

The anti-China Quad
group of which India is a
member, others being Ja-
pan, Australia and the US,
is as tenuous as the next
business deal between the
economic and political
heavyweights. Yet, it so
transpired that as the
Beijing-friendly Anura
Kumara Dissanayake was
leading the Sri Lankan
race, the Quad leaders
were huddled in a meeting
with President Joe Biden
at his home in Delaware.
India’s recent rapproche-
ment with the tiny archi-
pelago nation of the
Maldives, after initial
fears of Male veering
sharply towards Beijing,
may illustrate how mis-
taken Indian leaders could
be about their neighbours’
intentions. The upsurge in
Bangladesh also saw
Delhi’s chorus boys in the
media going out of their
way to sow mistrust with
another neighbour.

Coincidences apart,
there was a starker mes-
sage from the Sri Lanka
polls waiting to ambush
India, or perhaps not so
much India as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, per-
sonally. To its credit, New
Delhi was not entirely un-
aware of the impending

defeat of its preferred
friend in Colombo, the
outgoing president, Ranil
Wickremesinghe.

Sensing the mood for
change stalking the south-
ern neighbour, New Delhi
as early as February this
year invited Dissanayake
to visit the country, which
he did as head of the Na-
tional People’s Power.
The NPP is purportedly
a phlegmatic avatar of the
virulently leftist JVP, the
Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna, in which the
56-year old Dissanayake
cut his political teeth. The
future president was
taken on a guided tour of
Delhi and Ahmedabad,
Modi’s home state, and
there’s a picture of him
beaming in a frame with
India’s External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
from that visit.

The diplomatic soft-
soaping from the India
visit seems not to have
worked, however. Upon
his return Dissanayake re-
iterated his main theme of
fighting bigtime corrup-
tion he has accused his
predecessors of indulging
in. One such deal he men-
tioned in particular in-
volved an Indian tycoon
who has been in the

crosshairs of Modi’s do-
mestic opponents too —
Gautam Adani. Modi has
been accused of sacrific-
ing India’s political and
economic interests in plug-
ging for Gautam Adani on
his diplomatic sojourns.
Dissanayake has been
quoted as threatening to
cancel Adani’s 450 MW
wind power project in Sri
Lanka if elected. Reports
quote him as claiming the
agreement was corrupt
and skewed against Sri
Lanka’s interests.

There are two ways
for India to handle the cri-
sis. It could treat it as a
business deal between a
private individual and a
foreign government. Or it
could regard the dealings
of an individual as a cause
to intervene as Indian gov-
ernment. “Dissanayake
highlighted that Sri Lanka
is purchasing energy from
Adani at a rate of $0.0826
per unit, whereas a nearby
Sri Lankan firm supplies
energy at only $0.0488
per unit,” a local daily in
Colombo quoted him as
saying. “The Adani
project’s costs should de-
crease, given its large scale,
but it’s the opposite. This
is clearly a corrupt deal,
and we will definitely

cancel it.” The problem is
that Adani is facing simi-
lar charges in Bangladesh
and even from state gov-
ernments in India.

In February 2023, Sri
Lanka’s Board of Invest-
ment approved Adani
Green Energy’s $442 mil-
lion wind power project,
with plants planned for
Mannar and Pooneryn in
northern Sri Lanka. The
project has since faced le-
gal challenges, local re-
ports say, with its details
currently under Sri Lankan
supreme court’s review.

The Adani Group,
led by billionaire Gautam
Adani, is also involved in
the development of a
$700m container terminal
at the Colombo Port, add-
ing to its growing presence
in Sri Lanka, reports say.
From all accounts
Dissanayake is  not  a
Trotskyite variant of Don
Quixote tilting at global
capitalism. He says he
wouldn’t reject his
country’s deal with the
IMF, and would prefer to
adopt the business model
of Vietnam, which doesn’t
needlessly ruffle the West.
It is India that needs to do
more than humour the
neighbours with RO utili-
ties.  -- Courtesy Dawn

forced to manage it all. To
borrow a phrase from
Pervez Elahi, diaper-
changing duties never
stop.

It is here where this
hybrid regime perhaps
varies from earlier govern-
ments, with which the
hostilities were rather
public. From the 1990s to
even the PPP and PML-N
governments post-2008,
the clashes with the estab-
lishment were upfront and
aggressive, be it Memogate
or Musharraf’s trial. Sec-
ond, one reason for the
hostilities or the tussle
was the government’s as-
sertion of power, which is
rumoured to not be an is-
sue as such.

But hybrid regimes
are also marked by a third
feature, where despite the
control, the failures some-
how are the government’s
alone — from the mishan-
dling of the economy to
diplomatic isolation, be it
the PTI or PDM.

Within this larger
context, the confidence of
the government about the
numbers being there for a
constitutional amendment
till the last moment can tell
a very different story. If
there is anyone out there
who wants to move be-
yond the obvious.
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RAWALPINDI: Members of Punjab Teachers Union protesting outside the
Press Club against the privatization of government schools.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider Khan in a group photo
with delegation of District Faisalabad Bar Association led by President (PLF
Punjab) Raheel Kamran Cheema at Governor House.

KARACHI: President of Awami National Party
Aimal Wali Khan addressing journalists during
Meet the press at KPC.

LAHORE: Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan WADA Mitsuhiro cutting the
ribbon during inauguration ceremony of painting exhibition at Al-Hamra art
Gallery, in the Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: Chairperson Child Protection Bureau Sara Ahmed leading the mass
awareness campaign organized by Child Protection and Welfare Bureau.

HYDERABAD: Student of Government Girls Urdu
Primary School Hali road studying on the floor
due to furniture not available.

CM chairs 16th cabinet meeting,
approves major projects including

recruitment of 7,354 CTIs

CM Sindh chairs meeting to review
progress on Karachi Safe City Project

Punjab Governor says:
Lawyers’ always

struggled to ensure
political, constitutional

stability in country

All Teachers Association
delegation called on Kundi,

assures full support

Full court reference organized in
honour of retiring Justice PHC

UNICEF team meets KP
health advisor; assures
support in health sector

Resolving harassment,
inheritance cases top

priority: Ombudsperson

Federal Ombudsman secures
payment resolution for

Virtual University employee

190 million pounds reference:

Cross questioning of last
witness adjourned due to

absence of counsel for Bushra

NAVTTC, TVET,
provinces join hands to
transform TVET Institutes

Speakers say:
Growing trend of drug
addiction in youths is
alarming in Pakistan

LHC moved for
implementation
of SC order on
reserved seats

LAHORE (Online): Peti-
tion has been filed in Lahore
High Court for implemen-
tation of Supreme Court
(SC) order in respect of re-
served seats.

A miscellaneous peti-
tion has been filed by one
Munir Ahmad in LHC in
connection with implemen-
tation of SC decision in the
matter of reserved seats
Tuesday.

The petitioner has
taken the plea decision of
8-member bench of SC has
come. This is detailed deci-
sion of SC and it has not
been implemented. Letters
have been written to speak-
ers of all the four provin-
cial assemblies. The re-
served seats have not been
given to PTI so far.

1.2mn
children

enrolled in KP
PESHAWAR (APP): The
enrollment of children in
government schools  con-
tinued in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa where about
1.2 milliono kids were ad-
mitted this year.

The spokesman of
KP Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Depart-
ment told APP on Tues-
day that efforts were un-
derway to enroll three
lakh more children in pub-
lic sector schools this
month.

He said that enroll-
ment campaign would con-
tinue till September 30 in
the province.

Under education for
all program, special focus
was being given on admis-
sion of girls students in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In this connection,
scholarships were also be-
ing provided to girl stu-
dents on merit.

Two killed
in Gujrat

firing
GUJRAT (APP): Two per-
sons were killed in a firing
incident that took place near
Danga road of Gujrat dis-
trict, tv channels quoting
police reported on Tues-
day. According to details,
two persons were going
home after attending hear-
ing of their case when un-
known assailants opened
fire near Danga road. As a
result of firing, both the
persons identified as Iqbal
and Fazal Hussain died on
the spot. Police rushed to
the site of incident and
shifted the dead to nearby
hospital. Police team also
started search operation for
the perpetrators who fled
from the scene.

ANF seizes
16 kg drugs in
11 operations

R A W A L P I N D I
(APP):Anti -Narco tics
Force (ANF) while con-
ducting 11 operations across
the country managed to re-
cover 16 kg drugs worth Rs
3.2 million and arrested 10
accused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here on
Tuesday. He informed that
in two operations con-
ducted on Lalazar Road in
Rawalpindi, 69 grams hash-
ish was recovered from the
possession of two accused
arrested near a university.

2.4 kg hashish was re-
covered from the posses-
sion of a woman travelling
in a passenger van near
Motorway Toll Plaza
Islamabad.

50 grams ice was re-
covered from an accused
rounded up near a univer-
sity in Attock.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif presided over
16th provincial cabinet
meeting in which the re-
cruitment of 7,354 College
Teaching Interns (CTIs)
was approved across
Punjab.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif sought a comprehen-
sive and uniform housing
policy across Punjab. The
cabinet paid tribute to the
police personnel on per-
forming duty in Rahim Yar
Khan and Katcha area. The
cabinet approved special
allowance for police per-
sonnel on performing duty
in the Katcha area.

The Chief Minister
stopped increasing hostel
charges for working women
across Punjab. The CM
commended Irrigation
Minister Kazim Pirzada
and the Irrigation Depart-
ment for no loss of life be-
ing caused due to the recent
floods. The cabinet ap-
proved the issuance of Rs.
500 million ‘Endowment
Fund for Writers Welfare’
under the auspices of the
Information and Culture
Department. The cabinet,
appreciated the peaceful
conduct of MDCAT exami-
nation in Punjab. It was
apprised in the meeting that
controversial questions are
being raised on the conduct

of MDCAT examination in
other provinces besides
Punjab.

The Chief Minister
sought a monthly package
plan for the differently-
abled visually impaired
persons. The cabinet ap-
proved a special court for
persons with disabilities
under the Punjab Empow-
erment of Persons with
Disabilities Act. Condi-
tional approval was given
to delegate the powers of
Sub-Registrar to the
Tehsildar and Naib
Tehsildar. The CM Punjab
directed the Board of Rev-
enue to submit a five-year
comprehensive housing
policy to the Cabinet.

The cabinet rejected
the Working Women’s Hos-
tels policy for increasing
charges by the Women De-
velopment Department.

An approval was
given to sign an MoU be-
tween the Government of
Punjab and the United Na-
tional Office for Project
Services (UNOPS) during
the meeting. An approval
was granted to include
Lahore Knowledge Park
(Nawaz Sharif Limited
City) Bedian Road under
the scope of Punjab Cen-
tral Business District De-
velopment Authority. The
Cabinet approved the
nomination of Member of

Gujranwala Development
Authority and Vice Chair-
man of WASA Gujranwala.

An approval was
granted to delegate the
powers of Sub-Registrar to
the transferee of land of le-
gally recognized authority.
The amendment of the ex-
change policy with govern-
ment land and housing
schemes and the reissuance
of funds for the up-grada-
tion and construction as
well as rehabilitation of ter-
tiary care hospitals of spe-
cialized healthcare and
medical education were ap-
proved during the meeting.

The cabinet approved
the request to provide fi-
nancial assistance for the
treatment of Syeda Sara D/
O Syed Mian Abu Bakar
Kaka Khel. Under the Mus-
lim Family Laws Ordinance
1961, an approval was
granted to amend the noti-
fication to allow Assistant
Director Local Government
to perform duties as Chair-
man of the Conciliation
Council. It was informed
during the meeting that a
‘Central Portal’ will be set
up for transparent recruit-
ment of College Teaching
Interns (CTIs) in the gov-
ernment colleges. An ap-
proval was granted to make
amendment in the Punjab
Infrastructure Develop-
ment Cess Act 2015.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah on Tuesday said
that the work done so far
was a significant step to-
ward establishing Karachi as
a safer city through en-
hanced surveillance and re-
sponse capabilities.

“I have got the work
on the long-awaited Safe
City Project in Karachi,
Phase-I significantly accel-
erated, he said in a meeting
here at CM House.

Minister Home Ziaul
Hassan Lanjar, Secretary to
CM Raheem Shaikh and
others were present on the
occasion.

The IG Police briefed
the CM on the project’s
progress and informed him
that 1300 Cameras will be
installed at different loca-

tions. It was disclosed that
all 300 pole site surveys
and 18 Point of Presence
(POP) site surveys have
been completed. Under the
civil work, Right-of-Way
(RoW) approvals from all
relevant stakeholders have
been obtained and founda-
tion excavation and digging
have been completed at 200
pole sites. The CM was
told that 50 poles have been
installed so far, with ongo-
ing work at the remaining
sites. The CM was in-
formed that the Control
Room and Data Center
equipment, along with a
Video Wall, have been in-
stalled at the Central Police
Office (CPO), receiving live
monitoring through 35 cam-
eras at 7 locations.

As far as equipment is

concerned, the CM was told
that all shipments [of
equipment] from Hikvision,
Huawei, Vertiv, POP sites,
and Optical Fiber Cables
(OFC) have been received
and safely stored.

The CM was told that
five Emergency Response
Vehicles (ERVs) have been
procured and branded.

To a question, CM
was told that the allocation
of 18 POP sites within po-
lice stations has been com-
pleted, with groundwork
started following surveys
and renovation estimates.
The Safe City Authority’s
headquarters at Shahrah-e-
Faisal is being established for
which the land has been devel-
oped and handed over its pos-
session to the National Radio
Telecommunication.

Independent Report
LAHORE: A delegation of
District Faisalabad Bar As-
sociation led by President
(PLF Punjab) Raheel
Kamran Cheema called on
Punjab Governor,  Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan at
Governor House Lahore.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said  that the lawyers’ com-
munity has always
struggled to ensure politi-
cal and constitutional sta-
bility in the country. He
said that the role of the law-
yers’ community in the res-
toration of democracy
movement is commendable.
Governor Punjab further
said that the People’s Party

has never been a part of any
illegal amendment and will
never be a part of it. He said
that every section of the
society, including lawyers,
has to play a positive role
for the betterment of the
country. The delegation of
Faisalabad Bar Association
apprised the Governor
Punjab about the formation
of a separate High Court
Bench for Faisalabad Divi-
sion and other issues faced
by the Bar. Governor
Punjab assured the delega-
tion to talk to the concerned
quarters for the establish-
ment of the High Court
Bench. The delegation also
invited the Governor
Punjab to visit the
Faisalabad Bar Association.

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
The timely intervention of
Federal Ombudsman Ijaz
Ahmad Qureshi has suc-
cessfully resolved a pay-
ment dispute for Abdul
Majid, an employee of Vir-
tual University from
Abbottabad.

As a result, Majid has
received his long-overdue
dues. Rashid Ahmad, Ad-
visor In-Charge of the Fed-
eral Ombudsman Regional
Office in Abbottabad, em-
phasized that the
Ombudsman’s office ad-
dresses cases of maladmin-
istration within federal in-
stitutions.

The issue arose when
Abdul Majid filed a com-
plaint with the Federal
Ombudsman, citing that
despite his resignation from
Virtual University, his out-
standing dues had not been
paid, and the institution
was causing unnecessary
delays.

Notices were issued to
the concerned authorities at
Virtual University, and fol-
lowing a thorough investi-
gation, the Federal Om-
budsman ruled in favor of
the complainant. The uni-
versity was directed to
make the payment without
further delay.

PESHAWAR (APP): A del-
egation of All Teachers As-
sociation of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Tuesday
called on Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi at the
Governor’s House.

The delegation, led by
President Mian Faik Zada
Kakakhel, discussed vari-
ous educational issues and
challenges faced by teach-
ers in the province.

During the meeting,
the delegation raised con-
cerns about the state of edu-
cational institutions, de-
mands for salary and ben-
efits increases, the impact
of pension reforms, and
other related issues.

Governor Kundi as-
sured the delegation that
promoting peace, women’s

empowerment, and youth
engagement are among his
top priorities, and that ap-
propriate measures would
be taken to address teach-
ers’ issues at the federal
level.

He emphasized that
teachers are the architects
of the nation and mentioned
that provincial assembly
member Ahmad Karim
Kundi of PPP would play
a role in supporting these
concerns.

Ahmad Karim Kundi
expressed his full support
for the teaching community
during the meeting.

The All Teachers As-
sociation officials appreci-
ated the Governor’s inter-
est and commitment to
education.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Growing trend of drug ad-
diction among youths is
alarming in Pakistan as
250,000 people lose their
lives per annum due to drug
related issues in the coun-
try.

This was stated by the
speakers while addressing
the anti-narcotics aware-
ness seminar arranged by
the Department of Rural
Sociology, University of
Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) in collaboration
with Anti Narcotics Force
and Anjuman Insdad-e-
Munshiat – an NGO – at
New Senate Hall UAF.

Dr. Imtiaz Ahmad
Dogar, renowned psy-
chologist and mental health
expert said that besides tra-

ditional drugs, ice and
internet video games addic-
tion have also taken root in
the society. He said that
mal-trend of drug addiction
has gained momentum in
the society and causing
anxiety and other diseases
among the people.

He stressed the need
of a massive awareness
campaign against drug ad-
diction and said, “We are
collectively bound to take
practical steps for making
the society drug-free by
promoting positive and
healthy activities among the
youths.”

He said that anxiety
and other factors led to drug
addiction. “If we promote
exercise, yoga and religious
teachings in the society.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Tuesday orga-
nized a full court reference
in honor of Justice Shahid
Khan on the occasion of his
attaining of age of superan-
nuation and paid homage to
his services.

The event was graced
by Chief Justice PHC,
Judges and Registrar of
PHC, the Advocate General,
the Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral, representatives from
the KP Bar Council, the
President of the Peshawar
High Court Bar Association,
the Director General of the
KP Judicial Academy, the
District and Sessions Judge
of Peshawar, Principal Of-

ficers of the Peshawar High
Court, former Judicial Of-
ficers, and members of the
legal community.

In his address, Fida
Gul, President of the
Peshawar High Court Bar
Association, paid homage to
Justice Shahid Khan, re-
flecting on his distinguished
judicial career. The Deputy
Attorney General, Sana
Ullah, also honored him
while elaborating on the sig-
nificant contributions to
justice throughout his ten-
ure.

The Advocate General
of KP, Shah Faisal
Utmankhel, remarked that
“32 years of delivering jus-
tice is a remarkable achieve-

ment and a proud moment
for any Judge.” He empha-
sized that the contributions
of his lordship to the jus-
tice system will be fondly
remembered.

Justice Shahid Khan
expressed his heartfelt
gratitude to the Chief Jus-
tice, Judges, and the legal
fraternity for organizing
such a dignified ceremony
in his honor.

Finally, the Chief Jus-
tice acknowledged the tire-
less efforts of Justice
Shahid Khan in serving jus-
tice to society and assured
that every Judge of PHC is
committed to delivering
justice effectively and as a
priority.

MULTAN (APP): Provin-
cial Ombudsperson for
Women, Nabila Hakim Ali
Khan, visited Multan and
presided over hearings re-
lated to inheritance dis-
putes and workplace ha-
rassment at the Regional
Office, here on Tuesday.

During the visit, she
issued directives for the
resolution of several cases.

In a notable case, a
woman from Tehsil
Dunyapur was granted
possession of a two-marla
commercial shop, valued at
Rs. 5 million, after a de-
cade-long legal battle. Ex-
pressing her gratitude, the
woman commended the
Provincial Ombudsperson
for her persistent efforts in

securing her rightful prop-
erty.

Nabila Hakim Ali
Khan shared the
government’s commitment
to ensuring women receive
their inheritance rights and
are empowered both so-
cially and economically. She
stated, “We are making ev-
ery effort to support
women in gaining their
rightful inheritance and en-
suring a conducive work
environment. Women must
not be deprived of their le-
gal rights, especially in mat-
ters of inheritance.”

She further highlighted
the steps taken by the gov-
ernment to promote
women’s welfare across
Punjab.

PESHAWAR (APP): A del-
egation of UNICEF officials
called on the Advisor to
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) on
Health, Ihtisham Ali here
and congratulated him on
assuming new role and pro-
vided a comprehensive
briefing on UNICEF’s sup-
port for the Health Depart-
ment. The UNICEF team
was led by Dr Inam Ullah,
alongside Immunization
Officer Dr Kamran Qureshi,
Additional Director General
Public Health Dr Shahid
Younas, Director Nutrition
Dr Fazal Majeed and Di-
rector Maternal and Child
Healthcare Dr Khizar
Hayat, said a press release
issued here Tuesday.

During the meeting, Dr
Inam Ullah He outlined the
various areas in which
UNICEF was providing
technical and financial as-
sistance to the department
and discussed installation
and maintenance of oxygen
plants in 10 districts across
the province. The Advisor
was also briefed on the Inte-
grated Service Delivery Pro-
gram currently being imple-
mented in the southern dis-
tricts with UNICEF’s sup-
port. Dr Inam Ullah high-
lighted UNICEF’s collabora-
tion in improving maternal
health services, specifically
in Torghar district, where the
deployment of female doc-
tors has significantly en-
hanced maternity care.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
The cross questioning of
last witness in 190 million
pounds financial scandal
against PTI founder Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi was postponed due to
absence of counsel for
Bushra Bibi in Accountabil-
ity Court (AC) Islamabad.

The court adjourned
hearing of the case till to-
day (Wednesday).

Both the accused and
their lawyers were present
in the court during the hear-
ing of the case.

However the other as-
sociate lawyers of the ac-

cused while requesting for
adjourning the hearing told
that the counsel for Bushra
Bibi is unwell and he can-
not appear in the court due
to ailment. NAB prosecu-
tor opposed the adjourn-
ment of hearing. NAB pros-
ecutor was of view that 12
lawyers have filed their
power of attorney from the
side of the accused.  The
last witness of reference is
appearing  in 23 hearings
regularly but cross ques-
tioning is not being com-
pleted. IHC has stopped
from announcing decision of
the case.

PESHAWAR (APP): A
major step in the develop-
ment of employable skills
for youth in the country
was taken on Tuesday,
with the signing of agree-
ments to transform selected
model Technical and Voca-
tional Education and Train-
ing (TVET) institutes into
four Centres of Excellence
(CoEs) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan
and Gilgit Baltistan.

Through provision of
modern equipment, im-
proved curricula and
trained teachers these cen-
tres of excellence will be
providing state-of-the-art
skills training to youth, in
line with requirements in
the labour market.

Establishment of the
Centres of Excellence in Pa-
kistan is a recognized flag-
ship intervention under
EU’s Global Gateway ini-
tiative, in which the EU le-

verages public and private
sector investments across
the globe.

Co-funded by the Eu-
ropean Union and the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany,
the initiative is imple-
mented by GIZ and the
British Council in close col-
laboration with NAVTTC
as part of a broader strat-
egy to strengthen the
TVET sector and enhance
youth employment oppor-
tunities.

The signing ceremony
was attended by the Secre-
tary of Education, Minis-
try for Federal Education
and Professional Training
Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani,
European Union Deputy
Ambassador Philipp Oliver
Gross, NAVTTC, the
TVET Sector Support
Programme, and high ups of
the governments of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan
and Gilgit Baltistan.
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QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan presides over the meeting of E-Commerce Council.

Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan, H.E. Dr. Reza
Amiri Moghaddam called on Chairman Federal
Board of Revenue, Mr. Rashid Mahmood Langrial
at FBR Headquarters in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan and
Belarusian Minister of Energy Aleksei Kushnarenko co-chair the 7th Joint
Ministerial Commission, signing the Protocol and MoUs between the both
countries.

RAWALPINDI: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam inaugurating a solar energy project of a beverage company.

ISLAMABAD: Belarusian delegation headed by Minister for Energy Aleksei
Kushnarenko is meeting with the delegation of Ministry of Economic Affairs
under the leadership of Minister Ahad Cheema.

ISLAMABAD: UK Trade Commissioner Oliver
Christian meet Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan CEO of
Centaurus Group.

ISLAMABAD: A labourer carrying bananas on his
shoulder after unloading from a loading truck at
fruit and vegetable market, in the Federal Capital.

Commerce Minister reaffirms
commitment to deepening

collaborations with Belarus

WEF official urges
Pakistan to seek financial,

technical assistance from world
bodies for renewable energy

NA Panel directs to
start work on ML-1
project at earliest

U.S. Ambassador visits
SCCI aimed to enhance U.S,
Pak bilateral trade relations

Railways offer 50%
concession for disable
persons in trains fare

Business
Forum gets
support for
SCCI poll

PESHAWAR (APP):
Medical Equipment Asso-
ciation and Hajj Organiza-
tion Association of Paki-
stan Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Zone on Tuesday an-
nounced support for Busi-
nessman Forum – Ilyas
Ahmad Bilour led group
and vowed to make the can-
didates of the BF success-
ful with majority on Sep-
tember 25 through vote.

According to SCCI, a
delegation of Medical
Equipment Association led
by vice chairman and Chair-
man of the Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (SCCI) Standing
Committee on Medical
Equipment Naeem ur
Rehman held a meeting with
SCCI president Fuad Ishaq,
senior vice president
Sanaullah Khan, and vice
president Ejaz Khan Afridi
at the chamber house.

The SCCI election for
2024-26 will be conducted
on Wednesday in the pre-
mises of the chamber house.

Pak Pavilion draws global
attention at 21st China-ASEAN

Expo with exquisite crafts

Sarhad CCI goes to elect
EC members for 2024-25

KP govt decides to
increase wheat

storage capacity

SNGPL severs 16
more connections,

five illegal extensions

Iranian envoy
calls on FBR

chairman
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Iran to Pa-
kistan Dr Reza Amiri
Moghaddam Tuesday
called on Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) Chairman
Rashid Mahmood Langrial.

During the meeting,
the two sides discussed
matters pertaining to Cus-
toms, cross-border trade
and management for
smooth flow of bilateral
trade between the two coun-
tries, said a news release.

They agreed to remove
the irritants in the bilateral
trade to tap the true trade
potential for increased eco-
nomic activity between the
two neighbours.

Türkiye’s
capacity

utilization
slightly up in
September

ISTANBUL (AA/APP):
The capacity utilization
rate for the Turkish manu-
facturing industry saw a
slight increase of 0.2 per-
centage points to 75.9% in
September versus August,
according to the findings of
a Turkish Central Bank sur-
vey released on Tuesday.

Data showed that the
highest utilization in this
month was 76.1% in in-
vestment goods, and the
lowest rate was 73.6% in
consumer goods.

Broken down by sec-
tor, the highest capacity
usage was in the manufac-
ture of paper products at
83.1%, while the lowest,
61.4%, was in leather prod-
ucts.

Capacity utilization
rate figures are based on re-
sponses to a business ten-
dency survey of local units
operating in the manufac-
turing industry.

The Turkish Central
Bank said 1,766 companies
responded to the survey
this month, and the data
does not reflect the bank’s
views or predictions.

SIALKOT (APP): U.S.
Ambassador to Pakistan
Donald Blome and U.S.
Consul General Lahore Ms.
Kristin K. Hawkins visited
the Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI), marking the
Ambassador’s second visit
to the historic industrial
hub. The visit aimed to en-
hance U.S-Pakistan bilat-
eral trade relations and ex-
plore opportunities for col-
laboration in various sec-
tors, including clean energy
and climate action.

President SCCI Abdul
Ghafoor Malik welcomed
the U.S. delegation and re-
iterated the importance of
boosting trade relations.
Malik said that the visit of
Ambassador Blome for sec-
ond time to Sialkot is a tes-
tament to the importance
the U.S. attaches to this in-
dustrious city.

He stressed the need
for enhanced business col-
laborations between U.S.

based companies and the
industry of Sialkot and dis-
cussed the immense poten-
tial for further joint ven-
tures between U.S. and Pa-
kistani businesses.

On the occasion the
President acknowledged
the support of the U.S.
government to facilitate
Pakistan’s transition to 60%
renewable energy by 2030.

He lauded the address
of the Ambassador Blome
given recently at the “Re-
charge Pakistan” launch
event.  The project focuses
on rehabilitating floodwater
channels, improving water
security, and uplifting Pa-
kistani farmers through en-
hanced irrigation systems
and boosted agricultural
productivity. This initiative
is set to create new job op-
portunities, open avenues
for climate financing, and
directly benefit farmers by
increasing water access and
protecting agricultural lands
from floods, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Pavilion on
Tuesday attracted global
visitors on the opening day
of the 21st China-ASEAN
Expo (CAEXPO) in
Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region show-
casing an exquisite collec-
tion of specialties, includ-
ing polished rosewood fur-
niture, elegant jade orna-
ments, and intricately de-
signed brass wares.

“We are so honored to
participate in the
CAEXPO, a high-level
platform connecting all
parts of the world, which
allows our traditional prod-
ucts to enter thousands of
households in China.”
Muhammad Kamil, Man-
aging Director of Pak Link
Enterprises, who has been
exploring in the Chinese
market for many years, told
China Economic Net.

He pledged to further
promote more types of lo-
cal specialty products in

the Chinese market to let
more people fall in love
with ‘Made in Pakistan’.
“Pakistani furniture is
elaborately crafted by our
most skilled craftsmen; the
saffron from the northern
region is sought after in
China’s high-end culinary
market, as well as our jade
and brass handicrafts, as a
cultural heritage passed
down for centuries, can add
a touch of color to the
homes of our friends around
the world, including in
China,” Kamil introduced.

Every year, the
CAEXPO is bustling with
activities across all exhibi-
tion sections. The most
lively and attention-grab-
bing zones, however, are
undoubtedly the ASEAN
Pavilions, Exhibition of Prod-
ucts from RCEP Countries
and the Belt and Road Inter-
national Pavilion, which fea-
ture unique and high-quality
products from different
countries and regions.

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Gandapur has said that all
matters related to wheat
procurement must be trans-
parent, and the quality of
the wheat must be assured
at all costs.

He made these re-
marks while chairing a meet-
ing of the Department of
Food on Tuesday.

Provincial Minister
for Food, Zahir Shah Toru,
and senior officials of the
Food Department also at-
tended the meeting.

The meeting dis-
cussed the provincial
government’s plan of action
in light of the federal
government’s decision to
dissolve PASSCO.

Chief Minister di-
rected that for this purpose,
the entire process of wheat
procurement, transporta-
tion, and storage will be digi-
tized, he added.

“There will be no com-
promise on the quality of
wheat, and it must be en-
sured that no substandard
wheat is released into the
market,” he said.

The meeting decided
that in the event of
PASSCO’s dissolution, the

provincial government has
decided to increase its
wheat storage capacity.

This will be included
in the Annual Development
Program.

The provincial gov-
ernment will seek guaran-
tees from the federal and
Punjab governments that
there will be no ban on in-
ter-provincial wheat trans-
portation after PASSCO’s
dissolution.

The meeting also dis-
cussed pending payments
related to wheat procure-
ment from PASSCO.

The meeting decided
that outstanding pay-
ments to local farmers for
wheat  procurement
would be made on a pri-
ority basis.

The meeting also de-
cided to fill staff shortages
needed to enhance the
department’s capacity.

The process of wheat
procurement, transporta-
tion, and storage will be digi-
tized to ensure transpar-
ency.

The meeting dis-
cussed the management of
the department’s assets
and ways to maximize rev-
enue from them, leading to
significant decisions.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries
(SCCI), Peshawar is going
to elect Executive Commit-
tee members for the year
2024-25 tomorrow
(Wednesday) September
25, 2024.

Polling will be held for
20 seats of the executive
committee with 10 seats
each for the Corporate and
Associate Groups. A total
of 46 candidates with 26 in
run for the Corporate
Group and 20 are contest-
ing for Associate Group
seats of the executive com-
mittee respectively.

The nominee of the
BF for the seat reserved for
Town Associations has re-
turned opposed while the
fate of the two seats for
women (one each for Cor-
porate Group and Associ-

ate Group) will go to the
group which wins majority
of executive committees of
both categories.

Sarhad Chamber has
8000 registered voters out
of which 5000 are Corpo-
rate Group members and
3000 are Associate Group
members.

Three major groups of
the business community
including Businessman Fo-
rum (BF) of the former
Senator Ilyas Ahmad
Bilour, Sarhad Business
Alliance of the former Gov-
ernor KP Haji Ghulam Ali
and the Pakistan Business
Community of Sharafat Ali
Mubarak have fielded their
candidates.

Ilyas Bilour led Busi-
nessman Forum is ruling
the chamber since the pe-
riod of last over two de-
cades.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Railways is offering
a 50 percent concession in
rail fares to facilitate dis-
abled persons traveling in
all express and passenger
trains, except the Green
Line. “The concession is
granted upon the presenta-
tion of the Computerized
National Identity Card
(CNIC) bearing the disabil-
ity logo,” an official in the
Ministry of Railways told
APP. He said that a 50 per-
cent discount is also offered
to the attendant accompa-
nying visually impaired
persons. About the facili-
ties at Railway Stations and
Reservation Offices, he
said that wheelchairs are
available at all major sta-
tions to assist disabled pas-
sengers.

Additionally, the offi-
cial said that exclusive res-
ervation and booking
counters have been desig-
nated for disabled persons
at reservation offices.

The free-of-cost ac-
cess to executive wash-
rooms and restrooms has
been provided at a few ma-
jor stations for special per-
sons.

The official said that
the facility of executive
washrooms at 12 major sta-
tions is also being devel-
oped and will have free ac-
cess for disabled passengers.

To a question, the of-
ficial said that Khushal
Khan Khattak Express was
discontinued in March
2020 owing to COVID-19,
as train operation was sus-
pended.

He said that Pakistan
Railways is operating 98
trains on a daily basis with
1,180 serviceable coaches.
The department owns
1,680 passenger coaches on
books out of which 72 per-
cent of coaches have sur-
passed their useful life.

The official said the
overage coaches require ex-
tra resources, and mainte-
nance costs to keep them
fit for operation. At
present, 2 Up and 2 Down
trains are running between
Peshawar and Karachi, he
added. He said that two
passenger trains Bolan
Mail and Monjodaro Ex-
press are operating on the
Larkana section to cater to
the transportation needs of
the area.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan on Tues-
day reaffirmed Pakistan’s
strong commitment to deep-
ening its collaboration with
Belarus across all sectors to
further promote bilateral
trade and economic rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

Addressing the 7th
Session of the Pakistan-
Belarus Joint Ministerial
Commission on Trade and
Economic Cooperation,
Kamal stated that Pakistan
and Belarus have long
shared a bond rooted in
mutual respect, trust, and
common interests, which
has evolved into a more
meaningful partnership.

The minister empha-
sized that the Pakistan-
Belarus Joint Ministerial
Commission serves as a vi-
tal platform for reinforcing
longstanding ties, adding
that since the establishment
of the Joint Ministerial
Commission, the two coun-
tries have made significant
progress in strengthening
bilateral relations.

Jam Kamal Khan fur-
ther said that the Pakistan-

Belarus trade volume dur-
ing the last financial year
(2023-24) was recorded at
$34.88 million, with Paki-
stan exporting goods valued
at $0.39 million to Belarus
and importing goods worth
$34.49 million from
Belarus. He also stressed
the need to prioritize ex-
panding trade volumes by
exploring new markets and
diversifying their export
portfolios, noting that the
role of forums such as the
Joint Business Council is
critical.

However, he acknowl-
edged that considerable po-
tential remains to be ex-
plored for enhancing bilat-
eral investments in various
sectors, including agricul-
ture, health, trade, tourism,
and cooperation in address-
ing the impacts of climate
change.

The minister high-
lighted the tremendous op-
portunities for cooperation
in the industrial sector, not-
ing that increased interac-
tion between the investors
of both countries—particu-
larly through joint ventures
in textiles and automotive
manufacturing—would fur-

ther enhance economic co-
operation.

Jam Kamal Khan an-
nounced that the 6th ses-
sion of the Joint Business
Council (JBC) will be orga-
nized later this year, which
will facilitate the promotion
of business-to-business
contacts and the develop-
ment of bilateral trade and
investment relations.

“Our countries have a
tremendous opportunity to
share knowledge, technolo-
gies, and best practices to
enhance agricultural pro-
ductivity and
sustainability,” he said,
adding that Pakistan is keen
to explore opportunities for
technology transfer and the
establishment of joint ven-
tures in the industrial and
agricultural sectors to pro-
duce machinery compatible
with local needs in terms of
size and adaptability.

The minister pointed
out that agricultural mecha-
nization offers immense
opportunities for collabo-
ration, and Belarus’s exper-
tise in this field can signifi-
cantly support Pakistan’s
efforts to modernize its ag-
riculture sector.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan should seek finan-
cial and technical assistance
from world organizations
including the UN, IMF and
WEF to switch over from
fossil fuel to clean renew-
able energy in order to con-
tribute its productive role
in minimizing ill impacts of
Green House Gaseous
(GHG) emission, said
Hassan Abulenein, Associ-
ate Director World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF).

Addressing an online
meeting with the R & D
department of the
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI), he said that WEF

has already chalked out a
comprehensive strategy to
phase out hazardous fuel
which has posed serious
threat to the earth and en-
vironment. He mentioned
climate change and increase
in global warming which
have become a key threat
to life and may cause the
extinction of a large num-
ber of endangered species
of animals and plants.

He appreciated the re-
search work conducted by
the R & D department of
the FCCI on environment
preservation and said that
we could collaborate to
carve out a workable strat-
egy to promote renewable

energy in Pakistan.
Engineer Ahmad

Hassan Convener FCCI
Standing Committee on
R&D and former Vice
President FCCI said that
WEF, UN, IMF and other
global organizations have
already given a plan to cut
use of fossil fuel by 50%
by the year 2030. He said
that Pakistan is trapped by
the IPPs which are produc-
ing costly electricity by us-
ing fossil fuel. “We should
exploit the global agreements
including UN sustainable
development goals and Paris
agreement to get rid of the
harsh conditionalities of the
IPPs.

MULTAN (APP): In a se-
ries of rigorous operations,
the Sui Northern Gas Pipe-
line Limited (SNGPL) UFG
Control Task Force, raided
and disconnected 16 more
gas meters, including one
from a private housing
colony and dismantled five
illegal gas extensions.

Acting on directions
from the General Manager,
the team intensified its ef-
forts to curb gas theft and
illegal usage. The team led
by Task Force In-charge
Muhammad Jameel
Shaheen and Senior Asso-
ciate Engineer Muhammad

Yaqoob Khan, in an opera-
tion on Bahawalpur road,
found nine consumers sup-
plying gas to an unautho-
rized private colony. All
meters were immediately
disconnected.

In addition, four con-
sumers were caught using
compressors. Their meters
were disconnected. Two
more consumers had meters
installed at a considerable
distance from the service
line, leading to significant
gas leakage and financial
loss to the department.
Their meters were also re-
moved.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly Stand-
ing Committee on Rail-
ways Tuesday directed the
authorities concerned to
start the Mainline-1 (ML-
1) project at the earliest af-
ter completing all the docu-
ments and necessary steps.

The committee that
met here with Rai Hassan
Nawaz Khan in the chair
apprised that the phase-I
would start in end of this
year or in start of next year
and would be completed
within five years.

Secretary, Ministry of
Railways briefed the Com-
mittee about the project of
Main Line (ML-1).

Divisional Superinten-
dents, Pakistan Railways,
Lahore, Mughalpura,
Peshawar and Rawalpindi
briefed the Committee
about encroachments and
lease of Railways land.

They talked about
non-cooperation of con-
cerned district administra-

tion during anti-encroach-
ment operations.

The Committee rec-
ommended to approach the
Provincial Governments for
supporting during such op-
erations. The Committee
showed displeasure on
presence of some officers
on zoom and directed their
presence in person in next
meetings. The Inspector
General of Police, Pakistan
Railways also briefed about
issues of staff, equipment,
salaries and packages of
Railways Police. The Com-
mittee recommended to
perform its role to resolve
those issues.

The Secretary also
talked about outstanding
dues of Rs. 2155 million
which had to be paid by
sponsoring agencies of Rail-
way level crossings.

The Committee rec-
ommended to approach the
Provincial Governments to
pay all the dues to Pakistan
Railways.

PSX continues
with bearish
trend, loses
366 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-Index of the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX)
continued with bearish
trend on Tuesday, losing
366.86 more points, a nega-
tive change of 0.45 percent,
closing at 81,483.64 points
against 81,850.50 points on
the last working day.

A total of 369,620,812
shares were traded during
the day as compared to
400,309,071 shares the
previous trading day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 17.062 billion
against Rs.18.690 billion on
the last trading day.

As many as 427 com-
panies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
127 of them recorded gains
and 246 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
54 companies remained un-
changed. The three top trad-
ing companies were
WorldCall Telecom with
39,357,051 shares at Rs1.25
per share, Pace (Pak) Lim-
ited with 22,589,739 shares
at Rs 5.23 per share and
Hub Power Company XD
with 21,241,308 shares at
Rs 129.09 per share.

Ismail Industries Lim-
ited witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 146.54 per
share price.
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New Israeli strikes on Lebanon
as death toll from Monday

attacks surges to 558
Monitoring Desk

GAZA: Israel announced
dozens of new air strikes on
what it said were Hezbollah
strongholds in Lebanon on
Tuesday, a day after 558
people, including 50 chil-
dren, were killed in the dead-
liest bombardment since a
devastating war in 2006.
Israel’s overnight strikes on
southern Lebanon came af-
ter it said it had killed a
“large number” of fighters
when it hit about 1,600 sus-
pected Hezbollah targets
around the country.
Hezbollah said it had
launched volleys of missiles
at Israeli military bases,
hours after 180 of its pro-
jectiles and an unmanned
aerial vehicle crossed into
Israeli airspace, sending
people in the city of Haifa
running for shelter.

The Israeli military
said more than 50 projec-
tiles were fired into north-
ern Israel in less than 10
minutes on Tuesday morn-
ing, most of which were in-
tercepted. In Lebanon,

Rescuers inspect the debris at the site of an overnight Israeli strike on a
pharmacy in the southern Lebanese village of Akbiyeh.

Quetta

Turkey’s Erdogan calls
for US to lift sanctions

hindering defence purchases

France’s new interior
minister vows immigration

curbs in rightward shift

Monitoring Desk
ANKARA: Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan called
for US sanctions blocking
some defence purchases by
his country and for other
“unilateral” measures that
hinder the NATO allies’
ability to hit long-term bi-
lateral trade targets to be
lifted. Ties between the al-
lies have been strained over
a host of issues in recent
years, ranging from policy
differences in the eastern
Mediterranean, Syria and
Gaza to Ankara’s purchase
of Russian S-400 air de-
fence systems, which
prompted the US sanctions
and Turkey’s removal from
the F-35 fighter jet
programme in 2019.

After that, Ankara

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: France is likely to
see much tougher immigra-
tion and security measures
to reflect a broad rightward
shift in society, its new in-
terior minister said in re-
marks hinting at the minor-
ity government’s depen-
dence on the tacit support
of the far right.

Bruno Retailleau’s
calls for a harsher line on
asylum claims, violence
against police, prison sen-
tences, radical Islam and
drug trafficking underline
the sway of Marine Le
Pen’s National Rally (RN)
on the newly installed gov-
ernment.

After a June election
in which the centre-right
lost its ruling majority, the
ascendant RN took on a
king-maker position, signal-
ling tacit support for Michel
Barnier ’s premiership
while reserving the right to

withdraw it if its concerns
are not met.

Retailleau, 63, a vet-
eran of the mainstream con-
servative Republicans (LR)
party and a longtime scep-
tic of immigration, gave few
details of his vision for the
powerful interior ministry
during Barnier’s first cabi-
net meeting on Monday.

But he has since been
more explicit in a series of
press interviews, telling Le
Figaro daily that he would
unveil new measures within
weeks, and that France
“must not refrain from
strengthening our legislative
arsenal”.

“My objective is to
put a stop to illegal entries
and to increase exits, par-
ticularly for illegal immi-
grants, because one should
not stay in France when
one has broken in,” he was
quoted as saying by Le
Figaro.

worked to procure 40
Block-70 F-16 fighter jets
and 79 modernisation kits
from Washington. The deal
was approved after
Turkey’s blessing of
Sweden’s NATO bid,
which also led to a thaw in
relations.Ankara and Wash-
ington have a long-term goal
of $100 billion in bilateral
trade, up from about $30
billion in 2023.

During a visit to New
York for the UN General
Assembly, Erdogan told
Turkish and American
businesspeople that though
he believed the goal would
be possible to meet, coop-
eration in defence industry
had “fallen very short” of
its potential due to the re-
maining restrictions.

A UN expert says Russian
convicts sent to war in Ukraine

commit crimes when they return
Monitoring Desk

GENEVA: A U.N.-backed
human rights expert on
Monday decried violence in
Russia by former convicts
whose sentences are com-
muted to fight in Ukraine
who then return home to
commit crimes including
rape and murder.

Mariana Katzarova,
who is monitoring rights in
Prsident Vladimir Putin’s
Russia under a mandate
from the U.N.-backed Hu-
man Rights Council, said
the return home to Russia
of former criminals who
have had their legal slates
wiped clean is adding to
more domestic violence.

The phenomenon first
emerged last year among
returning fighters, but
Katzarova noted that par-
dons and shortened sen-
tences in Russia for pris-
oners who agree to fight in
Ukraine became law in Rus-
sia in March. Speaking to
reporters, Katzarova said
an estimated 170,000 con-
victed violent criminals
have been recruited to fight
in Ukraine. “Many of them
who return—and this is an
emerging trend—have been

perpetrating new violent
crimes to begin with against
women, against girls,
against children, including
sexual violence and kill-
ings,” she said in Geneva,
where the council is hold-
ing its autumn session.

“This has increased,
the violence against women
in Russia, which already is
on a very high level with
thousands of women dying
each year as a result of do-
mestic violence,” she said.
“There is no law in Russia
distinctly criminalizing do-
mestic violence or gender-
based violence.” Russia’s
war in Ukraine is in its third
year, and the Kremlin has
gone to great lengths to re-
plenish its troops there. In
2022, the authorities mobi-
lized some 300,000 men in
a partial call-up, and human
rights groups and media
also reported an effort to
recruit inmates serving time
in prisons across the vast
country. Initially, the re-
cruitment was carried out
by the Wagner mercenary
group, but then Russia’s
Defense Ministry took
over, according to activists
and media reports.

Gunman who killed 10 at
Colorado supermarket in
2021 convicted of murder

Monitoring Desk
DENVER: The man who
killed 10 people in a mass
shooting at a Colorado gro-
cery store in 2021 was con-
victed on Monday of first-
degree murder and sen-
tenced to life in prison with-
out the possibility of pa-
role. Ahmad Al Aliwi
Alissa, 25, had pleaded not
guilty by reason of insan-
ity. The jury instead found
the Syria-born man guilty
in Boulder District Court on
10 counts of first-degree
murder. Jurors also found
him guilty on dozens of
counts of attempted mur-
der and weapons offenses.

After relatives of the
victims addressed the court,
Judge Ingrid Bakke for-
mally gave Alissa the man-
datory sentence under
Colorado law of life in
prison without the possi-
bility of parole. Colorado
Governor Jared Polis said
in a statement that “though
I know this guilty verdict
won’t heal the pain so many
of us feel, or bring back
those who were killed, I
hope that it can provide
some peace.” It was never
in dispute that Alissa car-
ried out the rampage. The
case focused on his mental
state at the time of the
shootings. Under Colorado

law, a person must be found
to be unable to distinguish
between right and wrong for
an insanity defense to pre-
vail. Authorities said Alissa
was armed with a legally
purchased Ruger AR-556
pistol, which resembles an
AR-15 semiautomatic rifle,
when he entered the King
Soopers grocery store in
Boulder, about 30 miles (50
km) northwest of Denver,
on March 22, 2021.

Alissa shot dead two
people in the parking lot
before entering the store
and killing eight others, in-
cluding a police officer who
responded to the shooting.

“He is methodical and
he is brutal,” District At-
torney Michael Dougherty
told jurors in closing argu-
ments on Friday.

The psychologists
and psychiatrists who
testified during the trial
that  began last month
agreed that Alissa was di-
agnosed as a schizophrenic
who was profoundly
mentally ill. But that di-
agnosis alone does not
render a person legally in-
sane.

“This tragedy was
born out of disease, not
choice,” defense attor-
n ey Kathryn  Hero ld
told the jury.

Sri Lanka’s new Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya (L) with President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake (R) attending her swearing-in ceremony, in Colombo.

Sri Lanka President
Dissanayake picks Amarasuriya

as PM, takes finance job

China urges Japan to
deal with boy’s fatal

stabbing ‘calmly’

Biden not giving
up on Gaza

ceasefire, hostages:
White House
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: US
President Joe Biden is de-
termined to bring about a
Gaza ceasefire and hostage
deal with Hamas while also
seeking to de-escalate ten-
sions on Israel’s border with
Lebanon, White House na-
tional security adviser Jake
Sullivan said on Tuesday.

“He absolutely hasn’t
given up,” Sullivan said in
an interview with MSNBC
hours before Biden ad-
dresses the UN General
Assembly for the last time
as president.

Biden will huddle with
world leaders gathered in
New York to work on a
ceasefire and hostage deal
in Gaza and avert an all-out
war in the Middle East,
Sullivan said.

Tropical Storm
John lashes

Mexican coast,
two killed in

mudslide
Monitoring Desk

MEXICO CITY: Tropical
Storm John unleashed
heavy rains along Mexico’s
southern Pacific coast as it
moved inland on Tuesday
morning, threatening dan-
gerous flooding and causing
at least two deaths in a
mudslide.

Stretching across sev-
eral Mexican states, the
storm uprooted trees and
electrical posts and damaged
roofs, officials told report-
ers at a briefing on Tuesday.
The affected area is home to
both cargo ports and some
of the country’s top beach
resorts. Around two-thirds
of local power users were
without electricity and
phone service was also hit,
officials said. Video posted
on social media showed
sheets of rain pummeling
empty streets overnight
near the large Lazaro
Cardenas port.

Monitoring Desk
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s
new president, Anura
Kumara Dissanayake,
named college professor
and first-time lawmaker
Harini Amarasuriya as the
new prime minister of the
Indian Ocean island nation
on Tuesday, making her the
third woman to be ap-
pointed to the post.

Dissanayake, 55, has
taken the key finance port-
folio himself as Sri Lanka
looks to emerge from its
most punishing economic
crisis in 70 years and its
first debt default while keep-
ing promises to aid the
nation’s poor.

The Marxist-leaning
firebrand politician will also
hold the economic develop-
ment and tourism jobs in the
cabinet.

Dissanayake’s inten-
tions to slash taxes and de-
sire to revisit the terms of a

$2.9 billion International
Monetary Fund bailout
have worried investors,
who fear that it could delay
a crucial $25bn debt re-
structuring.

His comments during
Monday’s inauguration of-
fered few clues as to how
hardline his economic ap-
proach will be.

“Our politics needs
to be cleaner, and the
people have called for a
different political cul-
ture,” the 55-year-old said.
“I am ready to commit to
that change.”

Dissanayake ran in
Saturday’s presidential elec-
tion as the candidate for the
National People’s Power
coalition, which includes
his Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna party that tradi-
tionally championed Marx-
ist economic policies
centred on protectionism
and state intervention.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China’s top dip-
lomat Wang Yi told his Japa-
nese counterpart that he
hoped Tokyo would handle
the fatal stabbing of a
schoolboy in Shenzhen
“calmly and rationally”,
Beijing’s foreign ministry
said Tuesday.

Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida demanded an ex-
planation after the attack
last week in the southern
Chinese city and urged
Beijing to ensure the safety
of Japanese citizens.

The boy, reportedly
10 years old, was stabbed
on his way to a Japanese
school.

Beijing’s foreign min-
istry said one of his par-
ents was Japanese and the
other Chinese.

Wang met Japan’s

Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa during a visit to
New York and told her that
China would investigate
and handle the case “in ac-
cordance with the law”.

“Japan should view
this calmly and rationally
and avoid politicising or
escalating the issue,” Wang
said, according to the Chi-
nese foreign ministry.
Beijing “will as always
safeguard the safety of all
foreign citizens in China”,
he said.

It remains unclear if
the attack was politically
motivated, although it hap-
pened on September 18 —
the anniversary of the 1931
“Mukden incident” or
“Manchurian incident”,
which is known in China as
a day of national humilia-
tion.

Bangladesh army chief
pledges support for Yunus’

interim govt ‘come what may’

California becomes latest
state to restrict student

smartphone use at school

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Bangladesh’s
army chief vowed to back
the country’s interim gov-
ernment “come what may”
to help it complete key re-
forms after the ouster of
then-prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, so that elections
could be held within the
next 18 months.

General Wakeruz
Zaman and his troops
stood aside in early August
amid raging student-led
protests against Hasina,
sealing the fate of the vet-
eran politician who resigned

after 15 years in power and
fled to India.

In a rare media inter-
view, Zaman told Reuters
at his office in the capital
Dhaka on Monday that the
interim administration led
by Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus had his
full support and outlined a
pathway to rid the military
of political influence.

“I will stand beside
him. Come what may. So
that he can accomplish his
mission,” Zaman, bespec-
tacled and dressed in mili-
tary fatigues, said of Yunus.

Monitoring Desk
SACRAMENTO: School
districts in California will
have to create rules restrict-
ing student smartphone use
under a new law Demo-
cratic Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed Monday.The legis-
lation makes California the
latest state to try to curb
student phone access in an
effort to minimize distrac-
tions in the classroom and
address the mental health
impacts of social media on
children. Florida, Louisiana,
Indiana and several other
states have passed laws
aimed at restricting student
phone use at school.

“This new law will
help students focus on aca-
demics, social development,

and the world in front of
them, not their screens,
when they’re in school,”
Newsom said in a statement.

But some critics of
phone restriction policies
say the burden should not
fall on teachers to enforce
them. Others worry the
rules will make it harder for
students to seek help if there
is an emergency or argue that
decisions on phone bans
should be left up to indi-
vidual districts or schools.
“We support those districts
that have already acted in-
dependently to imple-
ment restrictions because,
after a review of the needs
of their stakeholders, they
determined that made the
most sense.

A view of RSS Impeccable during a commissioning ceremony of the Republic
of Singapore Navy’s first and second Invincible-class submarines Invincible
(INV) and Impeccable (IPB) at the Changi Naval Base in Singapore.

China ‘firmly supports’
Lebanon in safeguarding

its security
nese authorities said had
killed 492 people and sent
tens of thousands fleeing for
safety in the country’s
deadliest day in decades.

Wang said no matter
how the situation changes,
China would continue to
stand on the “side of jus-
tice and on the side of Arab
brothers, including Leba-
non”.

“We pay close atten-
tion to the development of
the regional situation, espe-
cially the recent explosion
of communication equip-
ment in Lebanon, and
firmly oppose indiscrimi-
nate attacks on civilians,”
Wang said, according to the
statement.

Monitoring Desk
HONG KONG: China’s
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
told Lebanese Foreign Min-
ister Abdallah Bou Habib on
Monday that Beijing firmly
supported Lebanon in safe-
guarding its sovereignty and
security and strongly con-
demned violations after
Israel’s large scale airstrike.

Wang and Habib met
in New York where they
exchanged views on the
situation in the Middle
East, according to a state-
ment from China’s Foreign
Ministry.

Israel’s military said it
launched airstrikes against
Hezbollah sites in Lebanon
on Monday, which Leba-

Joe Biden highlights two-state
solution in his last address as

US President at UNGA

US, Canada
to negotiate

maritime
boundary in

Beaufort Sea
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The
United States and Canada
on Tuesday said they will
create a task force this au-
tumn to negotiate the mari-
time boundary in the Beau-
fort Sea and resolve the over-
lap along the continental
shelf.

The group will work
toward a final agreement
covering the border area,
which lies north of Alaska
and the Canadian provinces
of Yukon and the North-
west Territories.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: In his last ad-
dress at the UNGA as US
president, Joe Biden said
a two-state solution with
a Palestinian state, in
which Palestinians can
live peacefully, is the
only way to ensure per-
manent peace, as Israel
continues to escalate vio-
lence by attacking Leba-
non.

Speaking at the ses-
sion in New York, Biden,
who has come under fire
for his administration’s
unconditional support

Australian woman
detained in

Turkey over
alleged links to

Kurdish insurgents
Monitoring Desk

ISTANBUL: An Australian
women was arrested in
Turkey over her alleged
links to a Kurdish militant
group in a joint operation
by anti-terrorist police and
intelligence officers, Turk-
ish media said.

Cigdem Aslan, 51, was
detained at Istanbul airport
after an investigation found
she was “actively involved
in the Australian structure
of the terrorist organiza-
tion,” according to a report
by the state-run Anadolu
news agency.

to Israel, as it commits
acts of genocide in the
Gaza Strip, said it was
time for a cease-fire in
Gaza.

He said that “innocent
civilians” in the blockaded
Palestinian enclave were
“going through hell,” add-
ing that now was the time
for Israel and Hamas to
agree to a cease-fire and
hostage deal.

The deal would “bring
the hostages home and se-
cure security for Israel” and
ease the suffering in Gaza
and end this war.”

Murdered
South Korean
woman found
after 16 years

encased in
cement

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: A South Korean
man has been arrested after
confessing to murdering his
girlfriend 16 years ago and
entombing her body on his
balcony under a layer of
cement, police told AFP on
Tuesday.The man, who is
now in his 50s, was charged
with murdering the woman
in October 2008 during an
argument, according to the
Gyeongnam Provincial Po-
lice and Geoje Police Sta-
tion. He fatally struck the
woman with a blunt object
then placed her body in a
large travel bag, police said.

Monday’s raids killed 492
people, including 35 chil-
dren and 58 women, and
wounded 1,645, according
to the health ministry,
which said “thousands of
families” had fled their
homes.People in Israel’s
coastal city of Haifa were
seen running for cover on
Monday when air raid si-
rens sounded.

“Everyone is heading
(to Lebanese capital Beirut)
with their children and their
belongings — it’s the first
time we see such panic
since 2006,” said Lebanese
journalist Nazir Reda, who
was driving to his home-
town near the Israeli bor-
der to get his family away
from the violence.

Longtime foes
Hezbollah and Israel have
been locked in near-daily
cross-border exchanges of
fire for nearly a year, since
October 7.

Hezbollah, which has
been fighting Israel for de-
cades, and other Iran-backed
fighters in the region have

Ghana’s former president and current main opposition National Democratic
Congress (NDC) party presidential candidate John Dramani Mahama, 65,
gestures as he and his wife Lordina Mahama attend a political campaign
launch ahead of December polls, in Tamale, Ghana.

been drawn into the violence.
Monday’s bombard-

ment of Lebanon was by far
the largest, not just in the
past year, but since the Is-
rael-Hezbollah war in the
summer of 2006. That war
killed 1,200 people in Leba-
non, mostly civilians, and
160 Israelis, most of them
soldiers, and devastated
large swathes of
Hezbollah’s strongholds.
Pakistan condemned the Is-
raeli aggression “in the stron-
gest possible terms”. A state-
ment from the Foreign Of-
fice (FO) said the act of ag-
gression was a “grave viola-
tion” of the UN Charter and
international law. “It is a
dangerous escalation that
has further endangered
peace and security in an al-
ready volatile region,” the
FO added.It reaffirmed full
support for Lebanon’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integ-
rity, saying that Pakistan
stood in solidarity with the
people of Lebanon and for
their right to live in peace
and security.

Iran seeks to
calm Iraqi

infighting over
spy row as

region flares up
Monitoring Desk

BAGHDAD: Iran’s Quds
Force commander told Iraqi
political leaders last week
to ease criticism of the prime
minister who has been em-
broiled in a row over spy-
ing allegations, sources said,
seeking to steady a regional
ally as conflict in the
Middle East flares.

Esmail Qaani made the
request during a visit to
Baghdad, according to
seven Iraqi sources, includ-
ing people in political par-
ties whose leaders the Ira-
nian commander met. A re-
gional diplomat confirmed
the account.
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Federal Minister for Communications, Abdul Aleem Khan being recieved by
Chinese Transport Minister Li Xiapeng in Beijing.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal khan addressing to
the 7th Session of Joint Ministerial Commission between Pakistan and Belarus.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti offering
Fateha for departed soul of mother of Agha Shakeel Ahmed Durrani

SOHBATPUR: Provincial Minister for Communication & Works Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khosa listening problems of people

QUETTA: Chairman PM Youth Policy Rana
Mashood Ahmed Khan meeting with Chief Secre-
tary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan

QUETTA: Administrator Metropolitan Corporation
Quetta Hamza Shafqaat signing MoU between Met-
ropolitan Corporation Quetta, Akhtar Hameed
Khan Memorial Treust and Qatar Charity regard-
ing solid waste management

Pakistan-China agreed
for working together to
complete mega projects

I S L A M A B A D
(APP):Pakistan and China
will work together for the
completion of ML-1, M-6
and M-9 projects in order
to strengthen trade and eco-
nomic cooperation between
both the countries.

While 2nd Phase of
KKH and construction of
Kaghan Naran, Jhal Khand,
Babusar Top and Tunnel till
Karakrum Highway will
also be constructed.

The consensus to this
effect was developed in a
meeting between Minister
for Communications Abdul
Aleem Khan and Transport
Minister of China Li
Xiapeng during Interna-
tional Transport Confer-
ence, which was held at
Beijing.

Both the ministers

held a detail discussion and
agreed on 4 mega projects
to be completed in Paki-
stan, said a press release.

According to the de-
tails Minister for Commu-
nications, Privatization &
Board of Investment Abdul
Aleem Khan reached
Beijing where an hour long
discussions and meeting
was held with Chinese
Minister for Transport Mr.
Li Xiapeng who welcomed
him warmly and expressed
deep interest in Joint Ven-
tures and working together
for these important
projects.

In the meeting Public
Private Partnership and
other financial modalities
were came under discus-
sion. It is mentionable that
missing links of CPEC

projects will be completed
which include Motorway
from Sukkhar to Haider
Abad and Karachi.

Similarly, railway
project of ML-1 Seaport to
Multan and to Lahore,
Karakrum Highway
Thakot to Raikot and High-
way of Kaghan Naran, Jhal
Khand and Babusar Top
will also be constructed.

Abdul Aleem Khan
thanked China for its coop-
eration and expressed hope
that this International
Conference on Transport
will merge more benefits
and development for Paki-
stan.

Transport Minister
of China Mr. Li Xiapeng as-
sured full cooperation from
his Department for Paki-
stan in future, as well.

Ahsan pushes for digitalization
of Planning Ministry’s
operations in one year

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission of
Pakistan Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Tuesday high-
lighted the importance of
transitioning the entire Plan-
ning Ministry’s operations
online to meet the demands
of the modern era, terming
“crucial” for ensuring trans-
parency, preventing re-
source wastage and improv-
ing governance.

“We must focus on
bringing all of the ministry’s
operations online within a
year,” he said while chair-
ing a review meeting of on-
going development projects
under the Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives.

Among others, the
meeting was attended by
Parliamentary Secretary for
Planning Wajiha Akram, a
news release said.

Ahsan Iqbal advo-
cated for the inclusion of
private sector consultants
to enhance the performance
of the Ministry’s ongoing

projects, adding, “The ex-
pertise of the private sec-
tor will be instrumental in
improving project manage-
ment and execution.”

He also called for a
critical review of ongoing
projects, advising that
those not contributing to
governmental efficiency
should be terminated.

He stressed the need
for a more efficient and
modernized approach to
project planning and ap-
proval processes. “When
approving new projects,
their practical implications
and expected outcomes
must be thoroughly as-
sessed. Ministries need to
move beyond mere project
initiation and focus on suc-
cessful completion,” he
added.

The Deputy Chair-
man also issued strategic
directives for improving the
Intelligent Project Automa-
tion System (iPAS) under
the Ministry of Planning,
adding iPAS should evolve
into a comprehensive

project management tool to
ensure the highest level of
efficiency in this key ini-
tiative.

As the government
prepares for the next Pub-
lic Sector Development
Program (PSDP), Ahsan
Iqbal underscored the im-
portance of determining the
availability of resources for
projects initiated by vari-
ous ministries. He re-
minded ministries to ensure
that new projects are con-
ceived within their allocated
budgets. “Project directors
must take responsibility for
hiring project staff, and ev-
ery ministry must ensure
that its projects are finan-
cially viable,” he added.

Ahsan Iqbal also
stressed the critical role of
the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics
(PIDE) in supporting the
government’s economic
agenda, specifically through
research on economic
growth, governance im-
provements, and new
project proposals.

Pak committed to enhance
cooperation with Maldives

in diverse fields: PM
UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to enhancing co-
operat ion  wi th  the
Maldives in the fields of
trade, tourism, education,
investment and climate
change.

He was talking to
President of the Maldives
Dr Muizzu on the sidelines
of the 79th Session of the
United Nations General
Assembly.

During the meeting,

both leaders underscored
the deep-rooted ties be-
tween Pakistan and the
Maldives.

Both leaders agreed on
the need for increased
people-to-people ex-
changes and collaborative
efforts to promote eco-
nomic growth and sustain-
able development in their
respective countries.

The two sides also
recognized the shared re-
sponsibility of South Asian
nations to work together for
peace, prosperity, and sta-
bility of the region.

Asif links stability in
world to solution of
Gaza-like conflicts

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister of Defense
Khawaja Asif on Monday
said there will be no lasting
peace and stability in world
without solving Gaza-like
conflicts.

During his speech at
the Summit of the Future
Plenary Session in UN
General Assembly,
Khawaja Asif said that col-
lective efforts have to be
made to meet the security
challenges.

Khawaja Asif said that
security issues are a threat
to our coming generations,
as well as to the world’s last-
ing peace. He said that the
global system needs re-
forms to provide better
opportunities to more than
100 developing countries.

He said that as an in-
ternational community, we

have a role to play in set-
ting a better course for our
world.

The minister further
said that international fi-
nancial institutions should
provide debt relief to poor
nations as well as these in-
stitutions should cooperate
[financially] with the devel-
oping countries. He said
that Pakistan wants to ben-
efit from artificial intelli-
gence (AI). He said that the
Summit of the Future of-
fers a once-in-a-generation
opportunity for change and
a chance to commit to bold
new solutions. “It provides
an opportunity to create
international mechanisms
that better reflect the reali-
ties of the 21st century and
can respond to today’s and
tomorrow’s challenges and
opportunities.”

Inclusion of Balochistan’s
youth especially women in
armed forces of Pak proud

moment for us: Dr. Rubaba 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Advisor to
Chief Minister for Women
Development Department,
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi
has said that the inclusion
of Balochistan’s youth, es-
pecially women, in the

Balochistan into various
departments of the Paki-
stan Navy. Dr. Rubaba
Buledi remarked, Increasing
women’s representation in
the Navy is crucial for gen-
der equality and for tap-
ping into the immense po-

armed forces of Pakistan is
a proud moment for the
province, as they step for-
ward to safeguard the
nation’s defense. 

Their participation
highlights the growing op-
portunities for
Balochistan’s women to
play an active role in the
security of Pakistan, sym-
bolizing strength, resilience,
and dedication. 

These remarks were
given during her visit to
Navy Headquarters Quetta,
where she was welcomed
by Navy Commandant Of-
ficer Captain Abdullah
Siddiqui. On this occasion,
Navy Commandant Officer
presented her with a com-
memorative souvenir.

Dr. Rubaba Buledi dis-
cussed several initiatives
aimed at advancing oppor-
tunities for the people of
Balochistan. A key point of
the discussion was the re-
cruitment of women from

tential of the women in our
province.

The establishment of
a Bahria University campus
in Quetta was also a central
topic of discussion. Dr.
Rubaba Buledi stated, The
establishment of Bahria
University in Quetta will
bring world-class educa-
tional opportunities to the
region, enabling our
y o u t h — e s p e c i a l l y
women—to thrive in their
academic and professional
pursuits.

Another significant
topic discussed was the de-
velopment of a Maritime
Technology Training Park
for Balochistan’s youth.
This training park will pro-
vide advanced skill devel-
opment in maritime tech-
nologies, offering our
young people new career
pathways and fostering
economic growth in the re-
gion, Dr. Rubaba Buledi
added.

Shahzaib Rind our pride, Govt
to extend wholehearted support, 

says Meena Majeed Baloch 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Sports,
Ms. Meena Majeed
Baloch has stated that the

Asim Kurd and Advisor to
Chief Minister for Labour
and Manpower, Sardar
Ghulam Rasool Umrani and
other high ups were also

world karate combat cham-
pion Shahzaib Rind is our
pride as he has brightened
the name of our province
and country at the interna-
tional level. Ms. Maeena
Majeed Baloch was speak-
ing to the media persons
along with the champion of
World Karate Combat Light
Heavyweight Champion,
Shahzaib Rind at the
Quetta airport on Tuesday.

The Parliamentary
Secretary for sports
reached the airport to wel-
come Shahzaib Rind upon
his arrival after winning the
World Karate Combat Light
Heavyweight Champion-
ship in Singapore last week.

The Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Provin-
cial Ministers Bakht
Muhammad Kakar and Mir

present there to welcome
and greet the young world
Champion belonging to
Balochistan province.

Ms. Meena Majeed
Baloch said that Shahzaib
Rind raised the name of
province and country at the
national and international
level. She said that we all
have come to welcome
Shahzaib Rind and we own
him. She said that there is a
immense talent among
youth of the province, what
they need just opportuni-
ties to prove and excel.

The Parliamentary
Secretary for Sports also
said that we would do our
best to provide necessary
facilities to youth so that
they may brighten the name
of country and province
like Shahzaib Rind.

Rana Mashood says:
Balochistan’s rising star

Shah Zeb Pakistan’s hero
QUETTA (APP): Chair-
man, Prime Minister ’s
Youth Program Rana
Mashood said on Tuesday
that Balochistan’s rising star
athlete Shahzaib Rind is our
national hero, with his vic-
tory in World Karate Cham-
pion, every Pakistani feels
pride with this triumph.

He expressed these
views while addressing a
ceremony held at
Balochistan University of
Information Technology
Engineering and Manage-
ment Sciences (BUITEMS)
in connection with ac-
knowledging the national
heroes.

While lauding the vic-
tory of Shah Zaib Rind, he
said youth of Balochistan
are so talented to represent
Pakistan globally.

Shahzaib is Pakistan’s
hero as his tireless efforts
brought title of World Ka-
rate Champion to Pakistan.

The youth of

Balochistan has immense
talent, if they get a chance,
they can represent Pakistan
in the world.

“I visited Balochistan
before and met the youth,
and I was impressed by
these youths, he said laud-
ing that the girl who made
the logo of the National
Volunteer Corps belongs to
Quetta’s Sariab Road,
which is yet another big
achievement for the prov-
ince.

Just like Arshad
Nadeem, Balochistan’s ris-
ing star Shahzaib Rind
would be invited to Prime
Minister House as soon as
the Prime Minister
Mohammad Shehbaz
Sharif returns to Pakistan
from his official visit to the
USA.

Chairman Youth Pro-
gram noted that 3 Danish
schools are being opened in
Balochistan to promote
education.

BHC directs finance, health
secretaries to implement orders

on health care commission
Independent Report

QUETTA: A divisional
bench of the Balochistan
High Court, comprising
Justice Abdullah Baloch
and Justice Iqbal Ahmed,
heard a constitutional peti-
tion regarding the financial
affairs and matters of the
Balochistan Health Care
Commission (BHCC).

The court observed
that during the last hearing
on September 9, 2024, the
Additional Secretary, Fi-
nance Department, ap-
peared along with the Ad-
vocate General and in-
formed the honorable bench
that Rs. 50 million had been
released to the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of BHCC and
would be transferred to

their account within two to
three days.

However, the CEO of
BHCC informed the court
that no amount has been
transferred to their account
to date. The Assistant Ad-
vocate General, Finance
Department, and Law Of-
ficers of the Health Depart-
ment failed to satisfy the
court regarding the release
and transfer of Rs. 50 mil-
lion.

Previously, the Chief
Secretary Balochistan held
a meeting with the Chair-
man and members of
BHCC, Secretary Finance,
and Secretary Health,
where it was decided that
BHCC would submit its
future demands/require-

ments through the Health
Department to the Fi-
nance Department. Ac-
cordingly, BHCC submit-
ted its demands, but no
action has been taken yet,
which was acknowledged
by the Law Officers of the
Finance and Health Depart-
ments.

The honorable judges
expressed displeasure, stat-
ing that the behavior of the
Finance and Health Depart-
ments suggests they do not
want BHCC to function as
a fully autonomous organi-
zation.

The court directed the
Secretaries of Finance and
Health to comply with its
orders and appear person-
ally on the next hearing.

Sardar Yar Muhammad Rind
honors Karate Champion
Shahzeb with land grant

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former Federal Minister
Sardar Yar Muhammad
Rind has announced the al-
location of a square of agri-
cultural land to Shahzeb
Rind, Pakistan’s first Ka-
rate Combat World Cham-
pion.

The announcement
was made during a press
conference held in honor of
Shahzeb, who has made
significant strides in martial
arts despite facing chal-
lenges, including financial
difficulties in securing travel
for competitions.

At the event, Ex- Min-
ister Rind criticized the fed-
eral and provincial Minis-
try of Sports for their inad-
equate support of Shahzeb,
highlighting what he termed
“double standards” in rec-
ognizing local talent.

He expressed his dis-
appointment over the lack-
luster reception Shahzeb
received upon returning to
Pakistan after his champi-

onship win, stating that the
young athlete had elevated
Pakistan’s status on the glo-
bal stage.

Ex Minister Rind em-
phasized Shahzeb’s dedica-
tion and the pride he brings
to the nation, noting, “The
youth of Balochistan are
immensely talented but of-
ten go unrecognized. I am
committed to advocating
for their rights.” He re-
counted how he had sup-
ported Shahzeb financially
and emotionally, encourag-
ing him to pursue his pas-
sion for karate despite his
middle-class background.

The former minister
referred to Shahzeb as a son
and praised his hard work,
which he believes should be
acknowledged and cel-
ebrated by the government
and society.  In a gesture of
support, Rand pledged to
officially register the land
in Shahzeb’s name upon his
return to their village in
Balochistan.

DC Quetta vows to resolve
land revenue issues

Independent Report
QUETTA: Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta, Lt. (R)
Saad bin Asad, said that all
possible measures are be-
ing taken to resolve public
issues related to land trans-
fers, record corrections,
land revenue, and road ex-
pansion projects. He en-
sured that landowners will
receive prompt payments
for their land acquired for
development projects.

The citizens of Quetta
face severe difficulties re-
lated to land revenue, and
comprehensive planning is
underway to address these

issues. The problems of
landowners affected by
road expansion projects
will be resolved, and pay-
ments will be made
promptly.

Asad stated that the
district administration is
taking effective measures to
resolve public issues. The
difficulties faced by people
regarding land revenue and
land transfers will be ad-
dressed. The issues of land-
owners affected by road
expansion projects will be
resolved quickly, ensuring
the projects’ completion
without hindrance.

Hub river bridge
construction nears

completion
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Hub River
Bridge, a vital link between
Sindh and Balochistan, is
nearing completion. Fol-
lowing the Balochistan High
Court’s orders, Commis-
sioner Quetta Division
Muhammad Naeem Bazai
and National Highway Au-
thority (NHA) Project Di-
rector Hub River Bridge
Parakash are overseeing the
final stages of construction.

The bridge’s black
topping process has begun,
and NLC’s Colonel Rafee
is monitoring the project’s
progress. The federal gov-
ernment approved the re-
construction of the bridge,
damaged in the 2022 floods,
at a cost of Rs. 1198 mil-
lion.

The National High-
way Authority (NHA) has
assured the Balochistan
High Court that the Hub
River Bridge will be com-
pleted this month and
opened to traffic. The court
was informed that the
bridge’s construction is in
its final stages, with only
the shoulder’s construction
remaining ¹. NHA officials
confirmed that funds are
available for the project, and
the remaining work will be
completed soon. The court
directed NHA to complete
the project without delay.

CM condoles
death of

mother of
Agha Shakeel
Durrani; offers

fateha
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti visited
Durrani House in Khuzdar
on Tuesday.

During the visit, Chief
Minister condoled the death
of mother of Agha Shakeel
Ahmed Durrani, Senator
Agha Shahzaib Durrani,
Captain (Retd) Agha
Shehryar Durrani and
mother-in-law of Chief of
Jhalawan, Nawab Sanaullah
Zehri.

Also accompanied
him were the Provincial
Ministers and members of
provincial assembly.Man killed

in Quetta
barber shop

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
man was shot killed while
another was injured on
Tuesday when unidentified
gunmen opened fire inside
a barber shop on Brewery
Road in Quetta.

According to a private
news channel, police said
that the assailants fired in-
discriminately at a man
seated inside the shop, kill-
ing him on the spot.

Following the inci-
dent, police and rescue
teams arrived at the scene,
and after completing the
necessary legal formalities,
the deceased’s body was
shifted to the hospital for
further procedures.

According to police
officials, the victim, identi-
fied as 55-year-old
Mujahid, hailed from the
Bahawalpur district of
Punjab. Eyewitnesses re-
ported that the assailants
arrived on a motorcycle and
fled the scene immediately
after the attack. The police
have started gathering evi-
dence and initiated efforts
to arrest the suspects.

PTA publishes
framework
for WLAN

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) has
publi shed the Frame-
work for Wireless Local
Area Network (WLAN)
2024.

According to a PTA
news release, the frame-
work designates specific
unlicensed frequency
bands, including the 2.4
Gigahertz (GHz), 5 GHz,
and 6 GHz bands, for
WLAN usage. The frame-
work had been finalized af-
ter extensive consultation
with the relevant stakehold-
ers.


