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President Asif Ali Zardari, Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan, Nawaf bin Saeed
Ahmed Al-Malkiy and Chief Minister Punjab and Governor Sindh are cut-
ting cake on the National Day of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), in Islamabad.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over the
Information Technology Department meeting, held at CM House in Karachi.

KARACHI: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) Chief,
Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman exchanges views with
Former Pakistan Captain and All-Rounder, Shahid
Khan Afridi during meeting held in Karachi.

Qatar Emiri Naval Forces delegation offering
Fateha at Mazar-e-Quaid during visit to Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar addressing an
important press conference.

KARACHI: View of huge fire flames and dark
smokes rise from burning vehicles after fire broke
out incident near Qurtaba Mosque Clifton in
Shireen Jinnah Colony in Karachi.

President Zardari says

Pakistan committed to further
strengthening ties with KSA

PM reaffirms Pakistan’s commitment to collaborate with
KSA to promote peace, stability, development in region

SC’s detailed verdict declares PTI eligible for reserved seats

Election authorities denying
major political party recognition
infringes electorate’s rights: SC

Constitution doesn’t prevent any party from fielding candidates;
Judgment nullifies ECP’s decision to allocate seats to other parties

CM Murad directs
IT dept to introduce

electronic mode of filing

Tessori greets
Saudi royal

family, people
on National Day
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori on Monday ex-
tended greetings to the
royal family as well as
people of the  Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia on the 94th

National Day.
Expressing best

wishes for the Saudi royal
family, Governor Tessori
said that the whole Mus-
lim world had a religious
and spiritual bond with
Saudi Arabia.

Sends birthday wishes to PM Shehbaz

President Xi reaffirms
time-tested Pak-China ties
PM thanks President Xi for “gracious

gesture” of birthday greetings

Neither constitution nor
law safe in country,
says Fazlur Rehman

Lt Gen Asim
Malik appointed

new DG ISI
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Lieutenant General
Muhammad Asim Malik
has been appointed as the
Director General Inter Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI) suc-
ceeding current Chief Lieu-
tenant General Nadeem
Anjum, and he will assume
his new responsibility on
September 30.

Lieutenant General
Asim Malik is currently

Azam Tarar says

Lot of questions still
unanswerable in SC

reserved seats judgement

Iranian Consulate
organizes event of
traditional cuisines

JI announces Gaza Million March on
Oct 6, countrywide protest on Oct 7

Independent Report
KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Pakistan Ameer Engr Hafiz Naeemur Rehman has announced that the party is going
to observe Gaza week with effect from Oct 1 to 7, featuring Gaza Million March in Karachi on October 6 and
countrywide protest on October 7 among other highlights.

Bilawal
chairs PPP

spokespersons
meeting

KARACHI (APP): Pakistan
Peoples Party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Monday chaired a meeting of
the party’s spokespersons at
the Bilawal House to discuss
constitutional matters. PPP
spokespersons including Ajiz
Dhamra, Musa Geelani, Nabil
Gabol, Nawabzada Iftikhar,
Sharmila Farooqui, Shehla
Raza, Sarbuland Khan and
others attended the  meeting.
Asifa Bhutto Zardari, PPP
Women’s Central President
Faryal Talpur, Sherry
Rahman, Shazia Marri, Nisar
Khoro, Sharjeel Memon,
Nasir Shah, Murtaza Wahab,
Saeed Ghani. Naqvi visits Saudi

Embassy on National
Day of Saudi Arabia

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to
further strengthening bilat-
eral cooperation with the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA) in the areas of
economy, trade, defence,
culture, education and
people-to-people contacts.

The president ex-
pressed these views while
addressing the National
Day Reception of KSA,
hosted by Saudi Embassy
to celebrate the 94th Anni-
versary of the National Day
of the KSA here. The event
was attended by the federal
ministers, diplomats, digni-
taries, and civil and military
officers.

While extending heart-
felt felicitations to the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Salman bin
Abdul-Aziz Al Saud,
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin

Salman bin Abdul-Aziz Al
Saud and the people of
Saudi Arabia on their Na-
tional Day, the president
highlighted that both broth-
erly countries enjoyed ex-
cellent relations in various
fields and had always sup-
ported each other during
challenging times.

The president ex-
pressed deep appreciation
for the vision of Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman and the significant
progress achieved by the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
He remarked that the bold
initiatives taken by the
Crown Prince would pro-
pel the country towards
greater progress and pros-
perity. The president
wished Saudi Arabia contin-
ued success on this trans-
formative journey.

President Zardari ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for its continued support to

Pakistan and as well as
hosting nearly 2.7 million
Pakistanis, who are making
contributions to the
Kingdom’s social and eco-
nomic development.

He expressed confi-
dence that the bilateral re-
lations between the two
brotherly nations would
continue to further
strengthen in the years to
come. He emphasized that
both countries would work
together for the advance-
ment of their nations, the
unity of the Muslim
Ummah, and the promotion
of peace and stability in the
region and beyond.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to
a strong and enduring
friendship with Saudi
Arabia, pledging to work
together to promote peace,
stability and development
in the region.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Monday sent a
congratulatory letter to
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, extending his warm
birthday wishes and reaf-
firming the promotion of
China-Pakistan strategic
cooperation and the con-
struction of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

The letter received by
Prime Minister Shehbaz on
his 73rd birthday from
President Xi is an extraor-
dinary development in so-
lidifying the diplomatic re-
lationship between both
countries, according to a

PM Office press release.
Conveying his good

wishes to the prime minis-
ter, Xi said that Pakistan and
China had been enjoying a
strategic partnership
through thick and thin
marked by mutual trust and
support which remained
unaffected by any changing
international scenario.

The Chinese presi-
dent recalled Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz’s “successful”
visit to China in June this
year wherein two sides
reached agreements on vari-
ous matters and said that
the strengthening of China-
Pakistan ties was of great
significance to him.

KARACHI (APP): Iranian
Consulate in collaboration
with Consumers Association
of Pakistan celebrated a mes-
merizing event of traditional
cuisines titled ‘Two Nations,
One Taste’ bringing together
the delicious tastes and fla-
vors of both Iran and Paki-
stan. Also during the event,
the sanctity of the month of
Rabiul Awwal was enlight-
ened in various speeches and
the teachings of Holy
Prophet (PBUH) were re-
called which gives a lesson
of respecting humanity,
implementing the system of
justice, equality and broth-
erhood.

Among the distin-
guished guests were the
Ministers from the Sindh
Cabinet, MNAs, MPAs in-

cluding Sharjeel Memon,
Nasir Shah, Saeed Ghani,
Zulfiqar Shah, Ikramullah
Dharejo, Shazia Marri,
Mirza Ikhtiar Baig, Consul
General of different coun-
tries, business community
members and journalists.
Addressing during the event,
Sindh Senior Minister for
Information and Transport,
Sharjeel Memon said that
Pakistan-Iran ties hold sig-
nificance, importance in di-
versified fields and it is the
right time to increase this co-
operation across all domains
of interest. Memon high-
lighted Pakistan and Iran’s
shared values and stance on
regional issues, saying, “Our
diplomatic relations reflect
unity among Muslim na-
tions.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has directed the
Information, Science and
Technology Department to
work out a plan to deploy
an e-Office application in
the departments in differ-
ent phases to increase effi-
ciency, enhanced transpar-
ency, cost- effectiveness,
improved data security and
better collaboration.

He issued these in-
structions while presiding
over a meeting here at CM
House on Monday. The
meeting was attended by
Chief Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah, Secretary to CM
Raheem Shaikh, Secretary
IT Noor Samoo, Secretary
Service Ghulam Ali
Brahmani and others con-
cerned.

The chief minister
said that he wanted the gov-
ernment departments
should adopt an electronic
mode of filing/correspon-
dence system in replace-
ment of a manual filing sys-
tem. built to perform the
function/business assigned

to it in the Sindh Govern-
ment Rules of Business,
1986.”

Mr Shah said that he
has a plan to introduce a
paperless system in gov-
ernment departments by
introducing a digital system
or E-office. In the first
phase, the departments do
their official work through
a digital system and phase-
wise connect other depart-
ments.

Secretary Informa-
tion, Science & Technology
Noor Samo told the CM
that in the first phase de-
ployment of the E-Office
application would be made
in the IS&T Department,
the Department of Empow-
erment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPD), Mi-
norities Department, Social
Welfare Department, Reha-
bilitation Department,
Mines and Mineral Devel-
opment Department, In-
ter-Provincial Coordina-
tion Department, College
Education Department
and STEVTA in the first
phase.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Law
and Justice Azam Nazeer
Tarar on Monday said that
a lot of questions were still
answerable in the detailed
judgement announced by
the Supreme Court in the
reserved seats case.

The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), he
said, had not been a party
in the reserved seats case at
any forum, including the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), Peshawar
High Court (PHC) or the
SC.

He said courts were
used to give decisions on
principles that who had
filed the case and what re-
lief was prayed by the pe-
titioner.

Such questions were

not answered in the re-
served seats case as the apex
court seemed to have not
examined those aspects, the
law minister said while ad-
dressing a press conference.

Azam Tarar said that
independent candidates had
joined the Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) willfully and
that their move was irre-
versible as per the law.

He said that the ECP
was an independent insti-
tution working under con-
stitutional oath and it had
to render its responsibility
under the law.

Similarly, he said, that
the legislation was the sole
prerogative of the Parlia-
ment. The judgment had
not commented on the
amendments in the election
law, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Mon-
day visited the Saudi Em-
bassy on the occasion of
National Day of Saudi
Arabia in the diplomatic
enclave.

He was received by
the Ambassador of Saudi
Arabia on his arrival. Inte-
rior Minister met with the
Saudi Ambassador Nawaf
bin Said Ahmed Al-Maliki.

The Interior Minister
congratulated Ambassa-
dor Al-Maliki on Saudi
Arabia’s National Day and
expressed good wishes for
the Saudi Royal Family
and the people of Saudi
Arabia.

He thanked the Saudi
Government and ambassa-

dor for their cooperation
during difficult times, say-
ing, “Saudi Arabia has al-
ways stood by Pakistan,
whether during floods,
earthquakes, economic or
other challenges.

Their support has
been unparalleled.”

Mohsin Naqvi em-
phasized that Every Mus-
lim holds Saudi Arabia in
special esteem. He said
that Saudi Arabia has con-
sistently supported Paki-
stan through thick and
thin, and every Pakistani
takes pride in our historic
friendship.

Saudi Ambassador
said that Saudia Arabia
highly values its relations
with  Pakistan as Pakistan
is our brotherly country.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court on Monday
released its detailed verdict
on the July 12 order in the
reserved seats case, which
had declared the PTI a par-
liamentary party.

The 8-5 majori ty
July order had declared
ex-premier Imran Khan’s
PTI eligible for seats re-
served for women and mi-
norities, dealing a major
setback to Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif’s rul-
ing coalition.

Justice Syed Mansoor

Ali Shah had announced the
majority verdict, which was
supported by seven other
judges: Justices Munib
Akhtar, Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Ayesha A Malik,
Athar Minallah, Syed
Hasan Azhar Rizvi, Shahid
Waheed and Irfan Saadat
Khan.

The case had been
heard by a 13-member
bench — Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa and Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail had penned a
minority judgment; Justices

Aminuddin Khan and
Naeem Akhtar Afghan in
their ruling had rejected the
pleas for reserved seats;
and Justice Yahya Afridi
had also dismissed the
Sunni Ittehad Council’s pe-
titions.

Despite the 8-5 split,
all 13 judges had declared
the PTI a parliamentary
party as they ruled that
out of a list of 80 MNAs,
39 belonged to the PTI
while 41 were given the
chance to resubmit their
party affiliation.

KARACHI (INP): JUI-F
head Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said that “neither
the constitution nor the law
has been safe in Pakistan.

Addressing a gathering
in Karachi, JUI leader said
that the Parliament and
other institutions have also
not been safe.

He said Pakistan’s
friendly nations are also
worried, how to save the
country?

“We are  no t  p re-
pared for compliance of
the constitution,” Fazlur
Rehman said .  “Br ing
changes  ( in  const i tu -
tion), but those changes
that should not reflect
your specific political

interests,” JUI leader
said.

“We have talked with
the People’s Party, they
will give us their draft (of
amends) and we will give
ours,” Fazlur Rehman
said.

“We will pick mutu-
ally agreed points from
these drafts,” the JUI leader
said while referring the con-
stitutional legislation under
consideration. Pakistan

People’s Party’s
leader Nayyar Bukhari also
talking with media said that
the PPP working on a draft
of amendments, which will
be shared with the JUI and
the PML-N for further dis-
cussion.

The JI supremo announced this at a press conference held at Idara Noor-e-Haq, the JI Karachi headquarters,
here on Monday. He was accompanied by the JI Karachi Ameer Monem Zafar and other leaders. The JI leader was
on a visit to the mega city.

Talking to the media, he demanded the government to observe October 7 on the national level as an expression
of solidarity with the people of Palestine and their freedom fighters.

He appealed to the nation to take to roads at 12 in the noon on October 7 to express solidarity with their
Palestinian brothers and sisters.

serving as Adjutant General
in GHQ who has previ-
ously commanded the In-
fantry Division in
Balochistan and the Infan-
try Brigade in Waziristan.

He has also received
Sword of Honor in his
course, whereas apart from
this, he has also been posted
as Chief Instructor National
Defence University (NDU)
and Instructor Command
and Staff College Quetta.

Lieutenant General
Asim is also a graduate of
Fort Leavenworth and
Royal College of Defence
Studies and has also served
in the Military Operations
Directorate before his cur-
rent assignment.
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Fancy tax scheme
Governments propose, bureau-
crats dispose — often relegat-
ing ‘plans’ to an existing pile of
schemes gathering dust. The
‘drastic measures’ suggested
by the country’s tax bureau-
cracy to strengthen ‘enforce-
ment and compliance’ are no
different from similar, discarded
strategies to boost revenue col-
lection. To begin with, the new
tax enforcement mechanism
goes against the very objective
of broadening the tax net and
documenting the economy, as
it is squeezing middle-class tax-
payers further while letting tax
evaders off the hook.

That is not surprising, since
the new measure perpetuates
a tax policy that burdens com-
pliant taxpayers, instead of
bringing tax evaders into the
net. The enforcement scheme,
approved by the prime minis-
ter, stops those who do not pay
their income tax from purchas-
ing assets such as cars, immov-
able property and financial in-
struments, and from opening
bank accounts. However, it
does not propose any step to
abolish the category of non-fil-
ers that exists only in Pakistan.
Likewise, FBR proposes
penalising unregistered and
non-compliant businesses —
manufacturers, retailers,
wholesalers, etc — hoping that
the new steps against non-fil-
ers and non-compliant busi-
nesses will force them to even-
tually become taxpayers. The
scheme divides active taxpay-
ers into two distinct classes:
those who declare their annual
income as less than Rs10m,
and those who report an income
above this threshold. The pro-
posed tax enforcement and
compliance project assumes,
without any evidence though,
that every taxpayer falling in
the first category must have
underreported their incomes
and should be treated as tax
thieves and at par with those
who do not file their taxes.

Thus, they are also liable to
face the same restrictions
when they go shopping for cars
and immovable property or in-
vest their money in financial
instruments, unless they can
explain their ‘source of income’.
They, nevertheless, are allowed
to maintain bank accounts.
However, no questions will be
asked of those whose declare
an annual income that is
greater than Rs10m. For them,
everything will be kosher.

More importantly, the
mechanism increases the dis-
cretionary powers of the taxmen
and opens new avenues of cor-
ruption for them, while simul-
taneously overriding the provi-
sions contained in the laws to
selectively and randomly audit
the accounts of a certain per-
centage of taxpayers every year
to detect underreporting of in-
comes. Similarly, the tax laws
also provide for punitive actions
against those who under-de-
clare their incomes in their an-
nual tax statements or do not
pay taxes at all. If there are any
legal loopholes, those should be
plugged forthwith. We do not
need new fancy mechanisms or
schemes to tax those who do
not pay their taxes or punish
those who steal taxes. What we
need is an equitable and just tax
system, an efficient and honest
machinery, and, above all, strong
political will to broaden the base
and boost revenues.

Unsustainable demand Climate under siege
Waqas Bin Najib

Pakistan’s energy prob-
lems are broader than
those in the electricity
sector.  Our domestic
natural gas reserves are
depleting. We import liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG)
to meet the country’s in-
creasing demand.

The demand for natu-
ral gas, like electricity, is
becoming increasingly
unsustainable. House-
holds account for 35 per
cent of the country’s to-
tal gas consumption. The
power sector consumes
30pc, while industry uses
only 15pc for various
processes. The fertiliser
industry consumes 8pc of
the total.

Some industries use
natural gas to generate
power for self-consump-
tion. These captive power
industries, around 1,200
in number, account for
11pc of gas consumption.
This equals 10,000 GWh
of annual electricity con-
sumption and roughly
3,000 MW of power ca-
pacity.

Transitioning this
industry to  the power
grid will improve the elec-
tricity consumer mix, re-
duce transmission and
distribution losses, and
help lower electr ici ty
costs. The power sector
can see a positive annual
impact of over Rs350 bil-
lion. An estimated one per
cent reduction in the av-
erage transmission and
distribution (T&D) loss
and improved revenue can
reduce the average power
tariff by 10pc.

However, like elec-
tric utilities, the industry
is also a critical consumer
of gas ut i l i t ies.  The
industry’s transition will
negatively affect the gas
consumer mix and in-
crease gas utility losses.
Essentially, we will be
transferring the issues of
the electricity sector to
the gas sector. If the tran-
si tion is planned cor-
rect ly,  the gas sector
could be in a better posi-

tion to manage risks than
the electricity sector.

In terms of imple-
mentation, the main chal-
lenge for shifting the cap-
tive industry is the elec-
tric grid interconnection
for independently operat-
ing industries. It is esti-
mated that about 40pc of
captive industries, par-
ticularly larger ones, do
not have a grid connec-
tion. To shift these indus-
tries, they must be con-
nected to the grid. Indus-
try must  provide land
and pay the interconnec-
tion cost, which varies
depending on the
industry’s size. Smaller
industries (less than 5
MW) will need an 11 kV
feeder connection requir-
ing substations, while
larger industries will re-
quire a dedicated high-
voltage grid station.

Electr ic ut i l i t ies
must assess the capacity
of their T&D networks to
supply power to indus-
tries moving to the elec-
tric grid. They must also
guarantee a reliable and
high-quality electricity
supply, free from outages
or fluctuations, especially
for the continuous pro-
cess industry, which can-
not afford interruptions.
This will necessitate im-
proved asset management
and operations. Utilities
should also provide com-
pact grid station options
to minimise the land re-
quirement and intercon-
nection costs.

Most captive indus-
tries already have a grid
connection, so they can
be immediately shifted if
grid capacity is available.
However,  a t ransit ion
plan must be developed in
consultation with the in-
dustries, especially those
that do not have existing
connections. Building the
interconnections and en-
hancing the transmission
and distribution grids will
require careful planning
and may take up to two
years.

Gas utilities must
also adapt to the changing

landscape to manage its
impact. The government’s
gas allocation policy sig-
nificantly affects their fi-
nancial viability. With re-
duced industrial con-
sumption, losses will in-
crease if the gas is redi-
rected to domestic con-
sumers. The policy should
target lowering domestic
gas consumption and
transitioning the residen-
tial sector to LPG, a more
efficient alternative. Any
surplus gas should be al-
located to the power and
processing industries
rather than the residential
consumers.

Natural gas pri-cing
will play a cr--ucial role
in managing the tran-si-
tion and reducing losses for
gas utilities. Currently,
the industry subsidi-ses
domestic gas consumption
while paying for
impor-ted LNG. Like the
electricity sector, the gas
sector faces a ‘circular
debt’ build-up due to un-
recovered service costs.

The gas tariff should
be based on the actual cost
of service. Therefore, it is
critical to move to a pric-
ing model based on the
Weighted Average Cost of
Gas, which covers the to-
tal cost of gas procure-
ment, including domestic
and imported LNG. Some
provinces with sufficient
gas reserves have opposed
the WACOG so far. How-
ever, in a policy frame-
work aiming for uniform
national pricing for all en-
ergy sources (petroleum,
electricity, natural gas), it
is logical to implement
WACOG pricing for natu-
ral gas.

Without a planned
transition, improved gas
allocation, and change in
gas pricing, the industry’s
transition from gas to the
electric grid will not be
beneficial. Policymakers
should consider all factors
and develop a plan to im-
prove service delivery to
citizens, lower the
industry’s energy costs,
and stimulate economic
growth.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Masood Lohar
Following extreme
heatwaves in almost ev-
ery corner of the world,
heavy rains and floods
shocked the global com-
munity. This is becoming
a pattern.

The recent past wit-
nessed an unprecedented
series of extreme weather
events across South Asia
and neighbouring regions,
with devastating impacts
on lives, infrastructure,
and economies. A power-
ful  monsoon system
wreaked havoc, triggering
catastrophic floods, land-
slides, and storms across
India, Bangladesh, China,
and Pakistan.

Not too long ago, a
thunderstorm-laden mon-
soon swept into southern
Sindh after causing sig-
nificant damage in India’s
Guj-arat and Rajasthan
regions. The monsoon,
which has been unusually
intense this season,
brought with it torrential
rains, strong winds, and
widespread flooding. Ma-
jor cities were inundated,
with low-lying areas sub-
merged and infrastructure
damaged.

We saw people being
displaced due to rising
water levels, with power
outages and road block-
ages hampering rescue and
relief efforts. An emer-
gency was declared in
parts of the country, as
the authorities urged resi-
dents to stay indoors.
The disaster follows a
broader pattern of ex-
treme weather that has
gripped the region. Lately
too, heavy rainfall has
been predicted in certain
areas in the week ahead.

In India,  the
monsoon’s fury and tor-
rential rains, especially in
Gujarat and Rajasthan,
also led to flash floods
that engulfed villages and
towns, resulting in sig-
nificant loss of life and
property, with thousands
rendered homeless. Emer-
gency services were

stretched to their limit,
and conducting rescue
operations in flooded ar-
eas and providing relief to
affected populations was
difficult.

Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, too,
felt the impact, with land-
slides triggered by the re-
lentless rains. Entire vil-
lages were buried under
mud and debris, with res-
cue efforts hampered by
treacherous conditions.
Further rains were also
forecast for the current
month, raising fears of
additional inundation.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Bangladesh is already
prone to flooding due to
its low-lying geography,
and it was no surprise
that it was severely af-
fected by this year ’s
monsoons.  Incessant
rains caused the major
rivers — the
Brahmaputra, Ganges,
and Meghna — to over-
flow, leading to wide-
spread flooding across
large parts of the country.

Mill ions were re-
ported to have been af-
fected, with many resi-
dents forced to flee their
homes and seek refuge in
temporary shelters. The
floods also destroyed
vast swathes of agricul-
tural land, threatening the
livelihoods of thousands
and raising concerns
about food security in the
months ahead.  The
Bangladeshi government,
along with international
aid organisations, has
wo--rked around the
clock to provide relief,
but the scale of the disas-
ter was overwhelming.

China was not
spared the effects of ex-
treme weather ei ther,
with the months of July
and August bringing with
them historic flooding and
the onslaught  of Ty-
phoon Doksuri.

The flooding, par-
ticularly in the north-
ern and central regions,
has been the worst  in
d e ca d e s ,  wi t h  ma j o r
rivers like the Yangtze

and Yellow River swell-
ing to dangerous levels.
In  some areas,  en t i re
cities were submerged,
l e a d i n g  t o  ma s s i v e
evacuations.

The extreme weather
events in South Asia and
China are stark reminders
of the growing impact of
climate change. Scientists
have long warned that
global warming is leading
to more intense and un-
predictable weather pat-
terns, with monsoons be-
coming more erratic and
storms more powerful.
The consequences are
devastating for countries
in the region, many of
which are densely popu-
lated and heavily reliant
on agriculture.

As the region gr-
apples with the re--cent
disasters, the urgency for
robust climate adaptation
strategies is clear. Gov-
ernments must prioritise
investing in resilient in-
frastructure, strengthen-
ing early warning sys-
tems, and enhancing com-
munity-level  disaster
preparedness to better
withstand extreme
weather events.

If mitigation efforts
are not  significantly
scaled up, these extreme
weather events could be-
come even more frequent
and severe, making large
parts of the world in-
creasingly uninhabitable.
Rising sea levels could
inundate coastal cities,
displacing millions and
leading to unprecedented
migration crises.

Agricultural  sys-
tems,  already under
stress, could collapse,
leading to widespread
food shortages and eco-
nomic instability. With-
out concerted global ac-
tion to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and adapt
to the changes already un-
derway, the future could
see a cascade of environ-
mental, social, and eco-
nomic disasters. The time
to act is now, as the cost
of inaction is far too great.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Fatal distraction

Resolving power sector woes

Maleeha Lodhi
At a time when the coun-
try is facing mounting eco-
nomic, political and secu-
rity challenges, the govern-
ment has been expending
most of its energy on either
countering the opposition
or trying to arbitrarily
amend the Constitution.
This has become a fatal dis-
traction from governance. It
is also counterproductive.
Far from weakening the
opposition, it is injecting
greater resolve in opposi-
tion ranks to push back
against the government’s
actions.

On the constitutional
amendment, the govern-
ment beat a hasty retreat as
it failed to muster the nec-
essary parliamentary num-
bers for the sweeping
changes it sought.

Earlier this month, the
PML-N government and its
allies made a frantic attempt
to push a controversial
constitutional package
through parliament in a po-
litically motivated move. It
kept the contents of the
amendment under wraps,
allowed no debate, yet ex-
pected lawmakers to
blindly support what they
had not even seen.

The aim of the judicial

re-engineering was to un-
dermine the independence
of the superior judiciary
and subordinate it to the
executive. Members of the
legal fraternity rightly con-
demned this as an assault
on the Constitution. The
proposed establishment of
a constitutional court
packed with judges and
headed by a judge chosen
by the prime minister will
denude the Supreme Court
of its jurisdiction in consti-
tutional cases.

Another provision
was designed to ensure the
continuance of Qazi Faez
Isa, who is due to retire in
October, as chief justice.
The move came after a se-
ries of clashes between the
government and judiciary
and official frustration with
judgments seen as
advantaging the opposition.
But for all its frenetic ef-
forts, the government faced
a setback and was com-
pelled to ‘postpone’ tabling
the constitutional amend-
ment for lack of the needed
two-thirds majority. But it
is now set to defy the Su-
preme Court order on re-
served seats.

Meanwhile the
government’s efforts to
contain Imran Khan’s PTI
have continued. It was ex-

Shahid Kardar
The task of the country’s
population has been reduced
to keeping power sector en-
tities afloat, by bearing
unaffordable tariffs. And yet
the sector’s financial viabil-
ity remains in doubt. How
did we get here? The reasons
include incompetence,
misgovernance and unadul-
terated theft. The terms
were poorly negotiated with
investors.

Agreements with pri-
vate IPPs were drafted with
limited professional input,
stained by issues of patron-
age and lack of transpar-
ency. The issues include
currency mismatch — pay-
ments to them were denomi-
nated in dollars against rev-
enue streams in rupees —
generous concessions (for
example, sovereign guaran-
teed returns on equity of 15
per cent in dollar terms and
income tax exemptions dur-
ing the contracted period),
and the government cover-
ing all risks.

What’s more bizarre is
that government-owned
power plants, managed by
non-professionals, were es-
tablished on the same terms
as those bestowed on pri-
vately owned ones. ‘Circu-
lar debt’ is the outcome of
these fundamental issues

that have rendered the
economy uncompetitive and
thus a huge constraint to
sustainable growth.

Examples of incompe-
tence include the slow pace
of expansion of transmis-
sion and distribution (T&D)
systems compared with the
installed capacity of genera-
tion. Their capacity today
is merely 22,000 MW (add
to it the Lahore-Matari
transmission line operating
at 40pc of its designed ca-
pacity), resulting in 50pc of
the generation facility being
unutilised but still receiving
capacity payment. This li-
ability has become excruci-
ating, with the idle capacity
payment increased from
60pc to 85pc under the 2015
policy.

The currency mis-
match has induced tariff in-
creases following the sharp
adjustment in the rupee’s
value — from the rate when
agreements were signed —
and higher interest rates.
This contributed to reduced
demand, for reasons includ-
ing the closure of several
textile units and the shift off-
grid by some with their own
power arrangements. Slug-
gish growth and subdued
demand necessitated that
obligations for capacity
payments be discharged by
raising the rate per unit for

recovery from fewer con-
sumers, a subject of wide-
spread debate, if not anger.
The burden is made more
painful by taxes of almost
30pc of the electricity price.

The result is that
whereas capacity utilisation
costs are 30-35pc globally,
ours are now 62-70pc. More
importantly, 50pc of capac-
ity payments are to govern-
ment-owned generation
plants. Of the remainder,
35pc goes to Chinese-im-
ported, coal-fired, dollar-in-
dexed projects, with the unit
cost much higher than that
of local coal-based plants.
Other sectoral issues have
been over-invoicing by IPPs,
with the Central Power Pur-
chasing Agency looking the
other way, supplemented
by Nepra’s lack of regula-
tory oversight. Several pub-
lic sector Gencos are old and
outdated plants, resulting in
inefficient fuel consump-
tion, with low utilisation
(2.7pc in the case of
Jamshoro) but with a
bloated idle workforce.

To address the issues,
the starting point should be
the Gencos commissioned
by the public sector. The old
ones should be quickly
phased out, thereby not
only minimising the payout
on capacities but also en-
abling the operation of effi-

cient units. The terms
should be renegotiated for
the remaining, with lending
banks (contract period, in-
voicing currency considering
that even local resources are
being priced in foreign cur-
rency, the dollar-indexed rate
of return on equity, etc.).
Public sector Gencos being
dollar-based and dollar-in-
dexed, the government can-
not expect to negotiate dif-
ferent terms for privately
owned IPPs. In fact, the gov-
ernment should take the en-
tire associated debt onto its
balance sheet to be serviced
through general revenues,
instead of burdening the
economy’s competitiveness
through high tariffs.

The decision to extend
the tenure of the contracts
of IPPs set up under the
1994 policy was a poor one.
The sustainable choice is to
persuade them — the con-
tracted period having been
completed and the debt
paid off — that generated
energy would be procured
in rupees. and only if it is
at competitive rates.

The units established
under the 2002 and 2006
policies, mostly by Paki-
stanis, should be persuaded
to accept upfront a signifi-
cant percentage — not the
full dues — of capacity-re-
lated commitments for the

remaining contracted pe-
riod of roughly two to three
years, with their debt obli-
gations discharged. There-
after, their contracts should
be renegotiated along the
lines proposed for the 1994
policy.

However, for Chinese
IPPs launched in 2016-17
(guaranteed 20pc in dol-
lars), a different treatment
will be required as they
would resist any revision in
the contracts, arguing that
their contracts factored in
the lessons learned from the
projects commissioned un-
der the 1994 and 2002 poli-
cies. Two possible options
could be: a) extend the con-
tract period, and b) the re-
lease of some capacity to
be freely traded in the mar-
ket. Finally, taxes on bills
should be lowered, em-
ploying several other op-
tions to control the fiscal
deficit. These interventions
will enable, in the medium
(three to five years) term,
full exploitation of rapid
technological developments
in renewable energy op-
tions.

These efforts should
be complemented by ad-
equate and timely invest-
ments to address the tech-
nical inadequacies and gov-
ernance issues of T&D sys-
tems.

emplified by the restric-
tions and obstacles placed
in the path of the party’s
public rally in Islamabad
and arrests of several of its
leaders. Its Lahore jalsa en-
countered similar impedi-
ments. This was only the
latest coercive measure
taken against PTI, which
over the past year has in-
volved innumerable cases
against its leaders.

Aggression, however,
begets aggression. The op-
position sought to resist
such actions by becoming
more combative. PTI law-
makers are adamant on con-
tinuing their protests in
parliament and outside.

The PML-N-led gov-
ernment has failed to see it
has more to lose from unre-
mitting confrontational
politics. The political calm
needed for the country to
solve its fundamental prob-
lems is obviously being
upended by escalation in
political tensions. This has
fuelled uncertainty and left
the public in a state of de-
spondency. No surprise,
then, that a recent opinion
survey conducted by Ipsos
found 89 per cent of people
felt the country was headed
in the wrong direction. Nine
out of 10 Pakistanis lacked
confidence in the country’s

future.
Parliamentary pro-

ceedings have been reduced
to theatrical displays of
unseemly conduct and
slanging matches between
the treasury and opposi-
tion benches. Instead of
debating the issues that con-
front the country and
worry the public, parlia-
mentarians on both sides of
the aisle seek to demonise
each other. Talk of a dia-
logue between the govern-
ment and opposition has
remained just that — talk
about talks, with neither
side showing any serious-
ness.

Every so often, state-
ments in parliament by
government leaders about a
dialogue have not led to any
outreach to the opposition.
For their part, PTI leaders
have reiterated they will
only talk to the establish-
ment as they see the gov-
ernment lacking any power
or legitimacy. In any case,
the constitutional amend-
ment attempt, vigorously
opposed by PTI, only wid-
ened the government-oppo-
sition divide.

All this has familiar
echoes of the past — a gov-
ernment unwilling to engage
with the opposition, jailing
opposition leaders, trying

to steamroll legislation and
a desperate opposition in
constant protest mode
against a backdrop of eco-
nomic gloom, weak gover-
nance and ubiquitous estab-
lishment pulling the strings
from behind the scenes.

This seems like the
rerun of an old movie. But
it doesn’t minimise the
risks for the country’s sta-
bility. The risks are even
greater than in the past be-
cause of the intensely
polarised state of the coun-
try and unprecedented
confluence of challenges.

The economic chal-
lenge is, of course, the most
consequential. The govern-
ment might think that with
the IMF expected to soon
approve a $7 billion bail-
out package, the worst of
the country’s economic
troubles will be over. But
the real task lies ahead to
implement a tough Fund
programme and take other
difficult measures to
stabilise an economy that
is not yet out of the woods.

What the government
seems unwilling to ac-
knowledge is that political
turmoil and uncertainty
puts any sustainable eco-
nomic recovery at risk. It
also makes it harder to
implement necessary but

unpopular measures. An
economic rebound can only
be sustained by building a
high level of confidence
which requires a stable and
predictable political envi-
ronment.

The country’s dete-
riorating internal security
situation also merits greater
attention from the govern-
ment. In the first eight
months of the year, 757
people were reportedly
killed in violent incidents.
August was a particularly
deadly month, with over
100 people killed in a fresh
wave of militant attacks in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. On one day
alone — Aug 26 — terror-
ist violence claimed the lives
of over 50 people across
Balochistan as militants
stormed police stations,
executed passengers on a
bus, blocked roads and blew
up railway tracks.

This should have
prompted an urgent meet-
ing of the National Security
Committee. But the govern-
ment did not convene one,
while the interior minister
made the astonishing claim
that only one SHO (station
house police officer) was
enough to handle terrorism
in the province.   -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

To this end, several
reforms are required in ser-
vice delivery, including: a)
simplification of the tariff
structure, which is littered
with several bands for each
consumer category and en-
cumbered by a host of
cross-subsidies; b) examin-
ing the potential to
outsource Discos’ manage-
ment and installation of
smart meters (the prepaid
variety) to tackle the 17pc
technical and distribution
losses, corruption, con-
sumer theft of electricity
and the weak effort to col-
lect bills amounting to
some Rs600 billion (factors
constraining this option,
especially the single-
buyer, single-seller in the
value-chain, were dis-
cussed in the ‘Privatisation
of Discos’ in these col-
umns); c) pricing energy on
a marginal cost basis to
stimulate demand and con-
tribute to capacity pay-
ments (the scope will de-
pend on the transmission
system’s capacity); d) forc-
ing public sector defaulters
to pay up or get discon-
nected; e) withdrawing
concessional electricity
provisions; and f) adopting
transformer-based load-
shedding, instead of the
present feeder-based one.  -
- Courtesy Dawn
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah exchanges views
with Abdul Qadir Patel and MPA Asif Khan during meeting held at CM
House in Karachi.

Sindh crackdown:

Top officials suspended
over encroachment

scandal

274 dead, over 1,000 wounded
in Israeli strikes on Hezbollah

strongholds in Lebanon
Monitoring Desk

TYRE: Lebanese Health
Minister Firass Abiad said
the death toll in Israeli
strikes Monday rose to
274, including 21 children,
the bloodiest daily toll in
nearly a year of cross-bor-
der clashes.

The toll stood at “274
dead, including 21 children
and 39 women — that’s
who we know about until
now”, Abiad told reporters,
adding “thousands of fami-
lies from the targeted areas
have been displaced”.

The dead also in-
cluded two rescuers, with
16 other emergency work-
ers wounded, he said, add-
ing that “two ambulances,
a fire truck and a medical
centre were targeted”.

The attacks wounded
1,024 people who were
treated in 27 hospitals,
Abiad said.

About 5,000 people
had been wounded “in less
than a week” of Israeli at-
tacks, he said, after

NEW YORK: President of Brazil Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva speaks during
‘Summit of the Future’ on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly.

UN adopts pact to
tackle volatile future

for mankind

China ‘testing us’,
says Biden in hot mic

remarks to Quad allies

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: UN
members adopted a blue-
print for the future on Sun-
day to tackle the myriad
wars, environmental threats
and technological challenges
facing humanity that was
hailed by the organisation
as “groundbreaking” but
panned by critics as unam-
bitious.

Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres, who cham-
pioned the “Pact for The
Future” and its compo-
nents, billed them as “land-
mark agreements — a step-
change towards more effec-
tive, inclusive, networked
multilateralism.”

As an opener for the
annual high-level week of
the UN General Assembly,

Monitoring Desk
WILMINGTON: US
President Joe Biden was
caught on a hot mic on Sat-
urday telling the leaders of
Australia, India and Japan
that an aggressive China is
“testing us,” in remarks that
risked undercutting a sum-
mit declaration that care-
fully avoided mentioning
Beijing by name.

The comments came
as Biden opened a farewell
summit in his hometown of
Wilmington, Delaware with
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese.

“China continues to
behave aggressively, testing
us all across the region,”
Biden was heard in what
were supposed to be be-
hind-closed-doors remarks
to the so-called “Quad”.

Biden said that while
Chinese President Xi
Jinping was focusing on
“domestic economic chal-
lenges” he was also “look-
ing to buy himself some
diplomatic space, in my
view, to aggressively pur-
sue China’s interest”.

But he insisted that
recent “intense efforts” by
Washington to reduce ten-
sions, including a call with
Xi in April, were helping to
prevent conflict.

The hot mic blunder
risked undermining careful
diplomatic efforts by all
four countries during the
summit to insist that their
grouping is about more than
just providing a counter-
weight to China. In their
joint statement after the
summit, the four leaders
made no direct mention of
China, even as they ex-
pressed concern over ten-
sions on its borders.

which begins on Tuesday,
dozens of heads of state and
government gathered for the
adoption, which faced last-
minute opposition from
Russia and its allies.

Leaders pledged to
bolster the multilateral sys-
tem to “keep pace with a
changing world” and to
“protect the needs and in-
terests of current and future
generations” facing “persis-
tent crisis.”

“We believe there is a
path to a brighter future for
all of humanity,” the docu-
ment says.

The pact outlines 56
“actions,” including com-
mitments to
multilateralism, upholding
the UN Charter and peace-
keeping.

Six dead after floods in
central Japan: media

status of eight people
was unknown.

Heavy rain pounded
Ishikawa from Saturday,
with more than 540
millimetres (21 inches) re-
corded in the city of Wajima
over 72 hours, the heaviest
continuous rain since com-
parative data became avail-
able. The region is still reel-
ing from a magnitude-7.5
quake at the start of the
year, which toppled build-
ings, triggered tsunami
waves and sparked a major
fire. Floodwaters inundated
emergency housing built for
those who had lost their
homes in the New Year’s
Day quake.

TOKYO (AFP/
APP):Heavy rain that trig-
gered floods and landslides
on a Japanese penisula re-
covering from an earthquake
this year killed at least six
people, local media reported
Monday. Public broadcaster
NHK and other outlets said
six were dead, while a fire
department official told AFP
that one had died and five
were “in a state of cardio-
respiratory arrest”, a term
used in Japan before a feared
death can be confirmed by a
doctor.

The regional govern-
ment in Ishikawa on the
Sea of Japan coast said
two were missing and the

Sri Lanka’s new
President Dissanayake

promises change

Son of Uganda’s
president ends

2026 election bid
Monitoring Desk

KAMPALA: The son of
Uganda’s long-serving leader
Yoweri Museveni said on
Saturday he had abandoned
plans to run for presidency
at the next election in 2026,
urging his supporters to en-
dorse his father instead.
President Museveni, who
has led the country for 38
years, is widely expected to
run for re-election even though
he has not yet confirmed his
candidacy. “I would like to
announce that I will not be on
the ballot paper in 2026.”

Monitoring Desk
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s
leftist leader Anura Kumara
Dissanayake took office as
president on Monday,
promising change in the is-
land nation long led by
powerful political families
which is emerging from its
worst economic crisis in
more than seven decades.

Millions of Sri
Lankans had voted for the
opposition parliamentarian,
putting faith in his graft-
fighting pledge and vow to
bolster a fragile economic

recovery.
“I pledge … to dem-

onstrate dedication to pro-
tecting and upholding de-
mocracy,” Dissanayake,
55, said in inauguration re-
marks at the president’s
office, saying he was tak-
ing office at a challenging
time in the Indian Ocean
nation.

“Our politics needs to
be cleaner, and the people
have called for a different
political culture,” he added.
“I am ready to commit to
that change.”

Hezbollah pagers and
walkie-talkies exploded and
an Israeli strike on Beirut’s
southern suburbs.

That number accounts
for about half of the overall
wounded toll of “10,000 to
11,000”, he said, referring
to nearly one year of cross-
border clashes between the
Iran-backed Hezbollah
group and Israel after the
eruption of the Gaza con-
flict. The conflict began
when Hamas attacked Is-
rael, with Hezbollah and
other Iran-backed groups
around the region drawn
into the violence.

The Israeli military
said it had struck around
800 Hezbollah targets on
Monday.

“Since this morning,
the IDF [military] has con-
ducted proactive and exten-
sive aerial strikes against
Hezbollah terrorist targets
in Lebanon,” a statement
said, adding that the strikes
hit “approximately 800
Hezbollah terror targets in

southern Lebanon and in
the area of Bekaa deep in-
side Lebanese territory”.

World powers have
implored Israel and
Hezbollah to pull back from
the brink of all-out war,
with the focus of violence
shifting sharply in recent
days from Israel’s southern
front with Gaza to its
northern border with Leba-
non. “We sleep and wake
up to bombardment …
that’s what our life has be-
come,” said Wafaa Ismail,
60, a housewife from the
southern Lebanese village of
Zawtar. Israeli military
spokesman Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari told people
in Lebanon to avoid poten-
tial targets linked to
Hezbollah as strikes would
“go on for the near future”.

Hagari said Israel’s
military “will engage in
[more] extensive and pre-
cise strikes against terror
targets which have been
embedded widely through-
out Lebanon”.

Tehran ready for
nuclear talks in

New York ‘if
other parties are
willing’, foreign

minister says
Monitoring Desk

TEHRAN: Iran is ready to
start nuclear negotiations
on the sidelines of the
United Nations General
Assembly in New York if
“other parties are willing”,
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi said on Monday in
a video published on his
Telegram channel. The
United States, under then-
President Donald Trump,
withdrew in 2018 from a
nuclear accord signed in 2015
between Iran and six world
powers, which restricted
Tehran’s nuclear programme.

Iran walls off part of
border with Afghanistan:

state media
Monitoring Desk

TEHRAN: Iran’s military
has built a wall along more
than 10 kilometres of its
eastern border with Af-
ghanistan, the main entry
point for immigrants, local
media reported Monday.

“More than 10
kilometres of walls have
been built on the border and
another 50 kilometres are
ready to be walled off,”
ISNA news agency said,
citing General Nozar
Nemati,  deputy com-
mander of army ground
forces.

Iran shares a more
than 900km border with
Afghanistan, and the Is-
lamic republic hosts one of
the largest refugee popula-
tions in the world.

This comprises
mostly well-integrated Af-
ghans who arrived over the
past 40 years after fleeing
conflict in their home coun-
try.

The flow of Afghan
immigrants has increased
since the Taliban took over
in August 2021 after US
forces withdrew.

Tehran has not given
official figures for the num-
ber of Afghan immigrants,

but member of parliament
Abolfazl Torabi has esti-
mated their number at “be-
tween six and seven mil-
lion”.

The authorities have
recently increased pressure
on “illegal” refugees, regu-
larly announcing expul-
sions through the eastern
border.

“By blocking the bor-
der, we want to control the
country’s entries and ex-
its” and “better increase
the security of border ar-
eas”, General Nemati said.

In September, Inte-
rior Minister Eskandar
Momeni said Iran would
employ other methods in-
cluding barbed wire and
water-filled ditches in ad-
dition to the wall to block
the border.

On September 13, the
spokesman for the parlia-
mentary National Security
Committee, Ebrahim
Rezaei, said police plan to
“expel more than two mil-
lion illegal citizens in the
near future”.

According to the offi-
cial IRNA news agency,
Afghanis represent “more
than 90 percent of foreign
nationals” in Iran.

Ukraine says it
hit two Russian

munitions
depots overnight

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Ukraine said on Sat-
urday it had hit two Rus-
sian munition depots over-
night, in attacks that illus-
trated its growing capabil-
ity to strike targets deep
inside Russia.

Russian officials ac-
knowledged the Ukrainian
attack on one of the de-
pots in southern
Krasnodar region, saying it
was carried out with
drones. They introduced
local emergency measures
to mitigate the effects of
the assault.

A statement by
Ukraine’s military general
staff said the munitions de-
pots were at Tikhoretsk in
Krasnodar region and
Oktyabrsky in the western
region of Tver.

“The (Tikhoretsk) fa-
cility is in the top three
largest munitions storages
of the occupiers.

Maryam emphasizes CPEC’s
importance for Pak-China ties
Attends 75th National Day of People’s Republic of China

LAHORE (APP): Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif said on Mon-
day the significance of
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) as a vital
indicator of the robust and
enduring relationship be-
tween Pakistan and China.

The CM views CPEC
as a crucial development
initiative that not only en-
hances economic ties but
also reflects the deep-rooted
partnership and mutual co-
operation between the two
nations. She expressed her
views while participating in
the 75th National Day cer-
emony of the People’s

Republic of China,
where she met Chinese
Consul General Zhao Shirin
to convey her congratula-
tions on this significant oc-
casion. The CM expressed
greetings on behalf of the
Pakistani people, stating,
“On the occasion of

China’s 75th National Day,
I extend my warm wishes
to the Chinese people.” She
conveyed that the people
of Punjab also send heart-
felt congratulations to their
Chinese brothers and sis-
ters, expressing pride in at-
tending the event.

She lauded the Chi-
nese nation for achieving re-
markable heights in devel-
opment and innovation
while extending a hand of
friendship to the global com-
munity. Maryam Nawaz
emphasized that China’s
greatness lies in its unwa-
vering commitment to
peace, cooperation, and
humanitarian well-being.

Highlighting the deep-
rooted friendship between
Pakistan and China, she re-
marked that their relation-
ship was built on trust, re-
spect, and a shared vision
for a bright future. “Our
bond is not merely based

on strategic interests; it is a
connection of hearts and
souls,” she asserted.  The
CM acknowledged China’s
significant achievements in
lifting millions out of pov-
erty and praised its role as
a model for the world in
technology, infrastructure,
and industry. She noted
China’s indispensable con-
tribution during global cri-
ses, affirming its commit-
ment to providing resources
to countries in need.

As a permanent mem-
ber of the United Nations
Security Council, China has
consistently promoted
peace and development,
exemplified by its Belt and
Road Initiative, she said and
added that the fruits of
China’s economic develop-
ment are benefiting people
around the world and that
China is emerging as a leader
with a vision that tran-
scends borders.

CM KP directs to
expand Sehat Card

program
PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur on Mon-
day chaired a meeting on
Sehat Card program and
took important decisions
aimed at improving
healthcare accessibility in
the province.

The meeting was at-
tended by Health Advisor
Ehtisham Ali, Finance Ad-
visor Muzzammil Aslam,
administrative secretaries,
officials from the health de-
partment, and representa-
tives from State Life Insur-
ance. Chief Minister agreed
in principle to include life
insurance for citizens under

the Sehat Card scheme. He
directed concerned officials
to prepare a detailed plan
for its formal approval at
the earliest.

He also addressed
complaints regarding the
lack of heart surgeries at the
Peshawar Institute of Car-
diology (PIC) due to re-
duced rates under the Sehat
Card.

He ordered Sehat
Card officials to ensure
these surgeries continue,
assuring that all costs re-
lated to heart operations
would be borne by the
provincial government,
leaving no financial burden
on the patients.

Governor Kundi
attends Bilawal’s

birthday celebration
KARACHI (APP): Gover-
nor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi at-
tended a grand celebration
in Karachi to mark the birth-
day of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

The event was well-
attended by senior party
leaders, activists, and dis-
tinguished guests.During
the celebration, a birthday
cake was cut for Bilawal,
and Governor Kundi of-
fered heartfelt congratula-
tions. He praised Bilawal as
a leader for the younger gen-
eration and highlighted how
under his leadership, the
PPP has introduced new di-
mensions to Pakistani poli-

tics. Kundi commended
Bilawal’s commitment to
democratic principles and
public service, stating that
he is successfully carrying
forward the legacy of his
grandfather, Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto, and mother,
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed.
Kundi said that the influ-
ence of former President
Asif Ali Zardari’s politi-
cal acumen is evident in
Bilawal’s approach to
politics.

He emphasized that
Bilawal is actively work-
ing towards realizing the
true vision of Bhutto
Shaheed, focusing on pub-
lic service and the stabil-
ity of democracy.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, Speaker Punjab Assembly Malik Ahmed
Khan and Punjab Governor Sardar Saleem Haider
alongwith Chinese Consul General Zhao Shiren
and his wife  cutting  the cake to celebrate 75th
National Day of the People’s Republic of China.

Independent Report
KARACHI: In a surprise
move, Sindh’s top bureau-
crat, Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah, has suspended
two senior officials over
rampant encroachments
and mismanagement in the
President’s area.

During an unsched-
uled visit, Shah expressed
dismay at the poor state of
roads and widespread en-
croachments. Municipal
Commissioner President
Noor Hassan Jokhio and
Deputy Director Sindh

Solid Waste Management
Board Manzoor Hussain
Sheikh were promptly sus-
pended.

Shah vowed to tackle
encroachments head-on,
stating: “We will not toler-
ate any encroachments in
the city. The sanitation
system will be overhauled
to provide better services
to citizens.”

The suspensions sig-
nal a crackdown on inept
officials and underscore
Shah’s commitment to ef-
fective governance.

Mashhood says:

Awareness drive on
thalassemia to be

launched across country
LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister ’s Youth
Programme Chairman Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan
said on Monday that a vig-
orous awareness campaign
was being launched across
the country to spread
awareness about thalas-
semia and hemophilia dis-
eases.

During his visit at
Sundas Foundation here, he
commended the
foundation’s work as a shin-
ing example of selflessness
and compassion, adding
that the foundation was
doing great services for hu-
manity.

He praised the Sundas
Foundation’s dedication to
providing free medical care
and support to deserving
patients.

The chairman also met
with children undergoing
treatment for thalassemia
and other blood disorders
and distributed gifts among
patients. He termed the
foundation work as a “bea-

con of hope” for under-
privileged individuals suf-
fering from deadly diseases.
The Sundas Foundation’s
mission was truly admi-
rable, and their commitment
to serving humanity was
unparalleled, he added.

Rana Mashhood ap-
preciated the foundation’s
administration for bringing
advance and latest medical
equipments to fight with
thalassemia and hemo-
philia, saying that govern-
ment was committed to
provide all possible facili-
ties to such institutions as
serving the humanity was
the motto of their govern-
ment.

He emphasized the
importance of promoting
pre-marital thalassemia
testing to prevent the
spread of the disease.

“We will work to-
gether with the Sundas
Foundation to create aware-
ness about thalassemia and
the importance of pre-mari-
tal testing.

Court proceedings badly
hampered as prosecutors’

strike continues in KP
PESHAWAR (APP): The
strike of public prosecutors
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
their demands of raise in
salaries, incentives and es-
tablishment of the Prosecu-
tor General Office, has en-
tered its fifth day on Mon-
day here badly hampering
the court proceedings.

In the wake of the
strike, public prosecutors
were not appearing before the
courts in hearings and police
were unable to submit
challans.  The situation on
one hand has badly affected
the court proceedings while
on the other hand public pros-

ecutors were not ready to
step back from their de-
mands. President Public
Prosecutors Welfare Associa-
tion, Sangin Shah has said that
till acceptance of all their de-
mands and provision of
needed facilities to the female
prosecutors at all the district
court and offices were not
ensured, the strike will con-
tinue across the province.

The litigants when
asked said that the demands
of the public prosecutors
should be accepted by the
provincial government as
the strike was further add-
ing to their problems.

ANF unearths
drug factory

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) unearthed a fac-
tory engaged in the pro-
duction of drugs and in-
toxicated tablets, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Monday.

He informed that
ANF in a successful op-
eration against a fac-
tory manufacturing
chemical drugs and in-
toxicated tablets man-
aged to arrest two sus-
pects.

Acting on a tip-off,
a raid was conducted in
Danishabad area,
Peshawar and the fac-
tory was sealed while
the ANF team recovered
chemical drugs, intoxi-
cated tablets and other
equipment. A thorough
search of the factory led
to the seizure of a tab-
let punching machine,
various equipment
such as punches, dry-
ers, mixers and scales.
During the operation,
both the accused were
caught red-handed
while preparing intoxi-
cated tablets at the site.

Ghandapur’s
software updated:
Azma bukhari

LAHORE (APP):
Punjab Information
Minister Azma
Bokhari has said that
KP Chief Minister
Ghandapur’s software
has been updated in
Lahore.

Talking to the
media at the Lahore
High Court, she said
that her case was ad-
journed because the
FIA DG was not avail-
able. “Falak Javed’s
indecent remarks re-
flect her flawed up-
bringing.

Her parents por-
tray themselves as in-
nocent whenever the
law takes its course.

Lawyer Azhar
Siddique has been
caught submitting
fake affidavits and
forging signatures for
three times,” she
added.

Azma Bokhari
noted that Advocate
Azhar had accompa-
nied the father of Falak
Javed, who again dis-
cussed her fake video.
She said that Falak
encouraged other
women to follow her
lead. Bokhari said that
the language used
about the Punjab
Chief Minister during
the Islamabad rally
was inappropriate. She
questioned why Falak
had deleted the fake
video if she had done
nothing wrong. “The
PTI has a team that
engages in such ac-
tivities,” she added.
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HYDERABAD: Chairman Standing Committee
Industry and Production MNA Syed Hafeezuddin
addressing to press conference at press club.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah along with PPP women
wing leader, Faryal Talpur, former CM Sindh Syed Qaim Ali Shah, PPP Sindh
President Nisar Khuhro, Jameel Soomro and others are cutting cake during the
Celebration ceremony of in connection of the 36th Birthday Anniversary of Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, PPP Chairman, held at Sindh Assembly building in Karachi.

KARACHI: Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Sindh President,
Haleem Adil Sheikh talking to media persons dur-
ing press conference after case hearing, at Sindh
High Court premises in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: The outgoing Ambassador of
Uzbekistan, Mr. Oybek Usmanov, meeting Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Ambassador of
Saudi Arabia Nawaf bin Said Ahmed Al-Malilki.

Latest article in Israeli newspaper
further exposed Imran’s links with
Jewish lobbies: Daniyal Chaudhary

Poor governance, law
& order in KP increase

people’s problems: Muqam

Pakistan should embrace
materials suited to

environment: Gen Inam

BRICS Moscow Seminar:

Mushahid welcomes
‘winds of Change

in South Asia’

PTI challenges
practice,

procedure
ordinance

in SHC
KARACHI (Online): PTI
has challenged practice and
procedure ordinance in
Sindh High Court (SHC).

The petition said prac-
tice and procedure ordi-
nance is sheer violation of
Supreme Court (SC) deci-
sion. The bench led by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa had
maintained ordinance can
come only in the event of
emergency.

It was further said in
the petition it is decision of
SC that no ordinance can be
promulgated immediate af-
ter parliament session. CJP
is violating his own deci-
sion. Government is in-
volving the judges in the
politics through ordinance.

Rangers, Police
arrest notorious
robbers in Lyari
KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan Rangers Sindh and Dis-
trict City Police in a joint
operation based on intelli-
gence information, appre-
hended two notorious
members of a robbers’ gang
in the Lyari area, including
the ring-leader. The ar-
rested individuals have
been identified as Ayaz Ali
Sial and his accomplice,
Muhammad Hayat Baloch.

According to a Rang-
ers spokesperson on Mon-
day, weapons were recov-
ered from the suspects.
During the initial investiga-
tion, the duo confessed to
stopping vehicles at gun-
point and robbing salesmen.
They would alter the iden-
tification numbers of stolen
motorcycles and sell them
to two buyers, Wajid and
Hoshiar, who transported
the stolen bikes from
Karachi to Balochistan for
sale. Ayaz Ali Sial, the gang
leader, also admitted to steal-
ing cattle from Gulshan-e-
Maymar and New Lyari
with the help of his wife.
Alongside his brothers
Fayyaz, Azmat, brother-in-
law Murad, and others, Sial
orchestrated armed robber-
ies of various company.

13 licenses
issued for

ground water
extraction: Saeed
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Saeed Ghani, Mon-
day, said that Sindh govern-
ment has enacted new laws
regarding sub-surface water
in 2024 and 13 licenses has
been issued under the new
legislation so far.

The minster, while re-
sponding to a call attention
notice about issues being
faced by residents of
Korangi due to use of sub-
surface water by industries
during the ongoing session
of Sindh Assembly here,
informed that new licenses
were being issued after en-
actment of new legislation.

Saeed Ghani informed
the house that Karachi Wa-
ter and Sewerage Corpora-
tion (KWSC) was autho-
rized under the 2024 Act.

DUHS refutes misman-
agement allegations

during MDCAT-2024

PIA inks
partnership

with Funadiq
to promote

Saudi Tourism
KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan International Airlines
(PIA) and Funadiq Travel
& Tourism Services, the
official marketing represen-
tative of the Saudi Tourism
Authority in Pakistan, have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
boost tourism and air travel
between Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia.

The partnership aims
to promote Saudi Arabia as
a top tourist destination for
Pakistani travelers through
joint marketing initiatives,
co-branded travel packages,
and sustainable tourism
practices. Luncheon held in

honor of Renowned Poet
and Scholar Mahboob Zafar

National policy for
conservation of energy

should be initiated: Shabbar
Kurram clashes
claimed 12 lives,

injured 22 in 3 days

PESHAWAR (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for States and
Frontier Regions, Gilgit
Baltistan and Kashmir Af-
fairs, Engr Amir Muqam
here Monday categorically
stated that the deteriorat-
ing governance and law &
order situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have nega-
tively impacted the lives of
people besides marred de-
velopment works.

He strongly indicated
that if the situation does not
improve in KP, the imposi-
tion of Governor Rule may
be considered as a last re-
sort for the sake of people.

Addressing a press-
conference here, Engr Amir
Muqam, who is also the
Provincial President of the
Pakistan Muslim League-N,
maintained that Governor
Rule was a constitutional
provision that would be
considered as a last option
if the ongoing grim situation
in KP becomes uncontrol-
lable. Expressing his deep
concern over the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation,
particularly in the southern
districts and merged areas of
Khyber Pakthunkhwa, Engr
Amir Muqam referred to the

recent IED blast in Malam
Jabba Swat district that re-
sulted in the death of one
policeman and injuries to
four others.

Muqam described the
Malam Jabba blast was a
deep-rooted conspiracy
aimed at damaging the
country’s image. He ac-
cused the Chief Minister
KP of focusing on agitation
and leading public rallies
rather than addressing gov-
ernance and law and order
issues in his province.

Muqam claimed that
for the first time, policemen
in KP had been incited to
protest, making it unsafe for
people to leave their homes
after night, especially in
southern districts and
merged areas of the prov-
ince. Strongly criticizing the
KP government ‘s poor per-
formance especially in
higher education sector in
the province, where about
25 public sector universities
are operating without Vice
Chancellors, marring educa-
tion standards and research
works immensely.

Instead of appointing
VCs, the Chief Minister KP
had announced plans to sell

university properties,
which Muqam argued
would lead to economic col-
lapse for these cash-starved
educational institutions in
the province.

The Federal Minister
noted recent accusations of
malpractices, nepotism and
corruption among provin-
cial ministers and advisers,
stating that the public now
sees the Chief Minister’s
statements as empty slo-
gans and is mocking it.

After PTI’s failed
Lahore show, he claimed
that the Chief Minister KP
has intentionally delayed
the convoy to the event,
predicting similar outcomes
for the upcoming planned
shows of PTI in Mianwali
and Rawalpindi.

Engr Amir Muqam
praised the people of
Lahore for distancing them-
selves from divisive, agita-
tion and hollow slogans
politics of PTI, indicating
that the poor turnout at
Lahore’s gathering strongly
reflected growing discon-
tent of masses with PTI
leadership due to their long
stubbornness and rhetoric
approach.

KARACHI: Hamdard University Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Syed Shabib-ul-
Hassan, Syed Muhammad Imran Ali, group VP B2B Strategy and Product
Management PTCL and Ufone 4G and others attend a signing ceremony for
the provision of PTCL managed ICT and Mobility solutions for the faculty and
students of Hamdard University, held in Karachi.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Clashes between the rival
tribes in different areas of
Kurram district have so far
claimed at least a dozen lives
and injured 22 others, said
a police report on Monday.

Heavy and light arms
were used by the tribesmen
involved in the ongoing
conflict that started after
construction of trenches by
the rival tribes in villages
Boshehra and Ahmadzai.

Police informed that
the firing took place over
construction on a disputed
land, which intensified into
exchange of heavy fire in the
Balishkhel area. The clashes
resulted in losses from both
sides.

The rival tribes were
engaged in heavy firing and
shelling in Balashkhel,
Khaar Kali, Trimanal,
Baghki, Maqbal and Kanj
Alizai. Meanwhile, a bazaar
in Sadda market, Kurram
that belonged to one of the
tribes involved in the con-
flict was blown up and for-
tunately, no casualty hap-
pened in this incident. Resi-

dents of the Bhagan tribe
reportedly blocked the main
Parachinar-Peshawar ar-
tery, creating troubles for
commuters.

Elders of Turi-
Bangash tribes urged the
authorities to take quick
action to resolve the issue
amicably. They urged the
government to take action
against the violence mon-
gers and restore law and
order in the district.

Meanwhile, member
of the National Assembly
(MNA) Engineer Hamid
Hussain and parliamentary
leader of the Majlis
Wahd a t - e -Mu s l imeen
(MWM) staged a protest
sit-in outside the Parachinar
Press Club.

He said that the sit-in
was meant to draw atten-
tion of the high-ups to-
wards the repeated out-
breaks of violence in
Kurram district. He de-
manded swift action against
those responsible for the
clashes and the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation
in the region.

KARACHI (APP): The
Dow University of Health
Sciences (DUHS) refuted
all rumours regarding mis-
management while conduct-
ing the MDCAT-2024 on
Sunday across the province
and reaffirmed that the test
was conducted smoothly
and efficiently, despite the
hot weather conditions.

To ensure the comfort
of candidates and their fami-
lies, proactive measures
were taken to mitigate the
effects of the heat.

According to state-
ment issued here on Mon-
day, the DUHS management
categorically rejected all re-
ports published in various
newspapers suggesting that
MDCAT candidates were
left standing in the heat for
hours.  The university’s ad-
ministration clarified that
entry into the exam centers
was scheduled between 7
am and 9:30 am with an ex-
tended grace period allow-
ing candidates to enter until
9:55 am. Addressing specific
claims regarding Larkano,
where it was reported that

several candidates were al-
legedly denied entry despite
arriving on time,spokesman
stated that allegations are
unfounded.

The university man-
agement reiterated that
exam centres’ gates were
closed on 10 am and all can-
didates who reported till
9:55 am were allowed en-
try into the exam centres.

The university holds
documented evidence to
substantiate its position.
Comprehensive arrange-
ments were made for the
convenience of parents at
each exam center, including
seating, water and restroom
facilities. In Karachi, air-
conditioned waiting areas
were available for parents,
ensuring their comfort
throughout the day.

Additionally, DUHS
emphasized that external
traffic and logistical man-
agement, particularly at
NED University, Ojha
Campus, and the Larkano
exam centres, were managed
by the district administra-
tion and traffic police.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Parliamentary Secretary for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Daniyal Chaudhary said
on Monday that the recent
article published in Israeli
news had further exposed
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
founder Imran Khan Jew-
ish lobbies.

Addressing his first
press conference after as-
suming charge as parlia-
mentary secretary, Daniyal
Chaudhary said that Israeli
newspaper Jerusalem Post
through an article written
by Harry Richer has once
again exposed Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf founder
Chairman Imran Khan’s
Zionist connection.

Barrister Daniyal said
that in the article,  the news-
paper had clearly stated

that Imran Khan was the
only leader in Muslim
Ummah who could play a
central role “ in changing
both public opinion and
military policy” in Pakistan
towards Israel.

He said that Zionist
lobbies believe that Imran
Khan and his party could
represent Israel in Islamic
world in a better way.

He remarked that
Imran was already repre-
senting Jewish sentiments
as his children were with
them and he had supported
Zac Goldsmith against Pa-
kistani Sadiq Khan in Lon-
don mayoral elections.

He lamented that
whenever Pakistan was on
the path of stability, the
anti-Pakistan lobbies be-
came active to weaken it.

Daniyal Chaudhary
said that the article had con-
nection with the lobbyist
firms hired by Imran Khan
on behest of India in the US
to weaken Pakistan. He
said that the objective of
Imran Khan was to run a
defamation campaign
against Pakistan in interna-
tional media and get legisla-
tion done against Pakistan
in the US Parliament.

He alleged that the
firms hired by Imran were
involved in activities against
Pakistan’s interests and
they formulated strategies
to weaken it economically.
They were also involved in
conspiracies to weaken Pa-
kistani armed forces which
were not only defending it
against external threats but
also internal conspiracies.

MOSCOW (APP): Senator
Mushahid Hussain Sayed said
‘Pakistan looks forward to
joining BRICS’ & welcomed
‘winds of change blowing all
across South Asia which re-
ject hegemony, status quo and
seek change’, referring to re-
cent radical changes in the
Maldives, Nepal, Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka.

He expressed these
views during a keynote ad-
dress at BRICS seminar.

As a consequence, he
said the so-called ‘Indo-Pa-
cific Strategy is now drown-
ing in the waters of the In-

dian Ocean’, a news release
said. BRICS (Brazil, India,
China and South Africa) is
an intergovernmental
organisation comprising
various nations including
the BRICS and  Iran,
Egypt, Ethiopia, and the
United Arab Emirates.

Senator Mushahid
criticised the recent US sanc-
tions against Pakistan and
China, terming these ‘im-
moral, unjust, unacceptable
and illegal’ as sanctions un-
der International Law can
only be imposed by the UN
Security Council.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman, National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA), Lieutenant Gen-
eral, Inam Haider Malik on
Monday said Pakistan
should must embrace not
only traditional infrastruc-
ture but also materials
suited to the country’s en-
vironment.

The National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) hosted a seminar
focused on “Disaster Resil-
ient Infrastructure,” in col-
laboration with Bahria Uni-
versity, aiming to address
the pressing need for cli-
mate adaptation and infra-
structure resilience in Paki-
stan.

Chairman NDMA,
Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik led discus-
sions on the country’s pre-
paredness for future disas-
ters, highlighting the criti-
cal threats posed by climate
change and the steps being
taken to mitigate its impact.

“Resilience won’t

come solely from the type
of construction but from
adapting to what we have,”
he emphasized. He lauded
NDMA’s technological ef-
forts, including simulations
of the 2022 floods and ad-
vanced weather forecasting,
noting that “technology to-
day can not only address
present needs but future
ones as well.”

In his keynote ad-
dress, Lieutenant General
Malik warned that if global
temperatures exceed the
1.5°C threshold, countries
like Pakistan would face
unprecedented climatic di-
sasters. “From glacial melt-
ing to recurring floods, we
are already witnessing se-
vere climate impacts,” he
said. He cited the 2022
floods, which caused mas-
sive devastation, with over
8,000 miles of roads and
480 bridges damaged, lead-
ing to significant economic
losses. Recovery and reha-
bilitation remain ongoing
challenges.

KARACHI (INP): A lively
and impactful seminar with
the theme ‘energy crisis:
challenges and opportuni-
ties’, was held at DHA,
SUFFA University, Karachi
on Monday.

The seminar was or-
ganized by Karachi Editors
Club in collaboration with
DHA, SUFFA Uinversity.

Speaking on the occa-
sion former Chairman of
FBR, Shabbar Zaidi, in an
impassionate speech said
that it is the need of the hour
that a national policy for the
conservation of energy
should be initiated.

He said that there
should be a political will to
solve the energy crisis but
ironically it seems that po-
litical parties have no will
to solve it.

Shabbar Zaidi sug-
gested that in order to
solve the issue of energy
crisis, NEPRA should be
dissolved and it should
be transferred to Karachi
and also no member of
NEPRA should be taken
from the IPP.

He further added that
basic economic structure
should be changed in order

to solve the energy crisis.
He said that the prevailing
economic crisis in the coun-
try is due to the misman-
agement in the energy sec-
tor.

Vice Chancellor of
DHA SUFFA University,
Brigadier (Retd ) Ahmed
Saeed Minhas, welcoming
the guests said that the costs
of energy has gone high due
to which our economy is
suffering a lot.

Former MD of PSO,
Sohail Wajahat, addressing
the seminar said that en-
ergy is vital ingredient for
the growth of economy and
transparency is the key el-
ement to solve the energy
crisis. Agriculture, indus-
tries and services are on
decline due to self-destruc-
tion in the country, added
Sohail Wajahat.

Chairman Malik
Group of Companies,
Malik Khudabaksh, speak-
ing on the occasion said that
the IPP’s which are not
functioning but still we are
paying them which is a
heavy burden on the na-
tional exchequer and is also
one of the many reasons for
the energy crisis.

KARACHI (INP): A lun-
cheon was held to honor re-
nowned poet and scholar
Mahboob Zafar, who is
visiting Karachi from
Islamabad ahead of his up-
coming 40-day trip to the
United States.

The event, hosted by
Manzar Naqvi, Executive
Editor of The Financial
Daily and Secretary Gen-
eral of the Karachi Editors
Club, brought together a
close-knit group of friends,
literary figures, and media
professionals to celebrate
Zafar’s exceptional contri-
butions to Urdu literature
and his lasting impact on
the cultural scene.

The gathering pro-
vided a platform for a lively
exchange of ideas on poetry,
literature, and the broader
cultural landscape of Paki-

stan. Mahboob Zafar,
known for his profound
verses and extensive schol-
arly work, expressed his
gratitude for the warm re-
ception and engaged in dis-
cussions about the evolving
trends in literature. He also
shared details of his upcom-
ing trip to the United States,
where he is scheduled to
participate in numerous lit-
erary events and connect
with the Pakistani diaspora
across different states. Re-
flecting on the state of lit-
erature in Pakistan, Zafar
underscored the importance
of literature as a powerful
means of cultural expression.
He emphasized the need for
continuous support and rec-
ognition of poets and writ-
ers, urging the literary com-
munity to foster a greater
appreciation for their work.


