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UAE: Mission Commander along with Commanding Officers PNS
SHAMSHEER  and PNS HAIBAT called on Brig Abdullah Faraj Al
Muhairi, Deputy Commander UAE (Navy) during ships visit to UAE.

QUETTA: Secretary General of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Syed
Nayyar Hussain Bukhari and Deputy Chairman Senate Seydal Khan Nasar
meeting with Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu salutes during Martyrs’ Day Ceremony at Air Headquarters.

QUETTA: Deputy Chairman Senate Seydal Khan Nasar alongwith Provincial
Minister for Education Raheel Durrani inspecting the burnt building of Govt
Science College.

LONDON: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Muhammad Ishaq Dar Speaking to the
media during his visit to London.

QUETTA: President National Party Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch meeting with Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti. Provincial
Minister Bakht Kakar is also present.

QUETTA: Voice for Baloch Missing Persons
Leader, Mama Qadir along with others addressing
to media persons during press conference, at pro-
test camp outside Quetta press club.

Awais Leghari says:
Pak is renegotiating

power deals to reduce
unsustainable tariffs

Bugti meets Dr.  Malik,
discusses political, overall 
situation of Balochistan 

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti visited resi-
dence of the President of
National Party and member
Provincial Assembly, Dr.
Abdul Malik Baloch here
on Saturday.

During the course of
meeting, the Chief Minis-

ter discussed with Dr.
Abdul Malik Baloch the
political as well as the over-
all situation of the prov-
ince and different other
matters.

Also present in the
meeting was the Provincial
Minister for Livestock and
Dairy Development, Bakht
Muhammad Kakar.

Deputy Chairman visits Govt. 
Science College; inspects 

fire affected parts 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Deputy
Chairman, Senate of Paki-
stan, Saidal Khan Nasar vis-
ited the Govt. Science Col-
lege, Quetta on Saturday.

During the visit, the
Provincial Minister for
Education, Ms. Rahila
Hameed Khan Durrani and
other concerned high ups
were present on the occa-
sion. The Deputy Chair-
man Senate inspected the
fire-affected parts of the
College. The Provincial
Minister for Education in-
formed the Deputy Chair-
man Senate about the fire

incident in the College.
She said that everyone

is upset on the incident of
fire in Science College. She
said that the fire had af-
fected the College very
much. However, the in-
quiry committee is doing its
job, she added. While on the
other hand, the damages
caused due to the fire, are
also being assessed, Ms.
Durrani said. The Deputy
Chairman Senate said that
the incident of fire is a big
mishap. He said that In-
spector General of Police is
taking review of the inci-
dent of fire.

Writ of state would be established in
Balochistan at every cost: CM Bugti
Says we are prepared for taking all political
parties along to cope with challenges being

faced by Balochistan
Independent Report

QUETTA:, The Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
stated that we are ready to
take all political parties
along to cope with the chal-
lenges being faced by the
province.

He said that President
Asif Ali Zardari and Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples
Party Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari want development
of the province.

The Chief Minister
was speaking on occasion
of the reception hosted by
him in honour of the senior
leader of PPP, Nayyar
Hussain Bokhari, provin-
cial ministers and members
of the assembly here on

Saturday.
Referring his

government’s initiatives and
priorities, the Chief Minis-
ter said that governance,
law and order and climate
change are major challenges
in the province. He said that
we are determined to cope
with these challenges espe-
cially improving the good
governance.

He said that we are
taking the coalition partners
in the government along. He
also said that we are pre-
pared to take all the politi-
cal parties along to cope
with the challenges being
faced by the province.

He said that education
and health are included in
the top priorities of provin-

cial government.
The Chief Minister

mentioned that President
Asif Ali Zardari and Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples
Party, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari want development
of the province.

He said that remark-
able improvement would be
brought in education and
health sectors under guid-
ance of the party’s leader-
ship.

Referring the law and
order situation in the prov-
ince, the Chief Minister
maintained that anti-state
elements are involved in the
lawlessness of province. He
said that we have already

Continued on page 2

PM congratulates nation
on half-century Prophet
hood’s finality resolution
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday con-
gratulated the nation on the
50th anniversary of the his-
toric parliamentary resolu-
tion affirming the finality of
the Prophet-hood of
Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH).

In a social media post
on X, he highlighted the
resolution’s significance in
strengthening faith and ad-
dressing ambiguities about
Prophet-hood’s finality. He
stated that on September 7,
1974, the Pakistani parlia-
ment played a crucial role
by adopting the resolution
on the finality of Prophet-
hood (PBUH).

He praised the parlia-
mentarians, Ulema,
Mashaikh, and scholars
who contributed to its
adoption. The prime min-
ister underscored that the
finality of Prophet-hood is

a core principle of Islam,
central to which every
Muslim is dedicated.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Saturday praised the brav-
ery of the officials and of-
ficers of security forces for
their successful operation
against the terrorists in
Kalat.

According to a state-
ment from the Prime
Minister’s Office, the prime
minister praised the offic-
ers and personnel of the
security forces in Kalat for
their exceptional bravery
and professionalism in
sending the terrorists who
targeted innocent citizens
straight to hell.

The prime minister
pledged that Pakistan will
continue its fight against
terrorism until it is com-
pletely eradicated. He also
expressed that the entire
nation.

Imran terms amendments
in NAB lawas ‘catastrophic’,

against constitution

PM Shehbaz’s tireless
efforts debunk Pakistan

isolation myths: DarPresident signs ‘Peaceful
Assembly, Public Order

Bill 2024’ into law
ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Following approval from
both houses of the parlia-
ment, President Asif Ali
Zardari on Saturday gave
assent to ‘Peaceful Assem-
bly and Public Order Bill,
2024’. With the approval
by the president, the bill has
turned into law and ready
to be implemented.

Under the new law,
Islamabad DC would grant
permission for rallies. In
case of rejection, an appeal
could be made to the Chief
Commissioner.

The bill aimed to regu-
late public gatherings to en-
sure they do not disrupt
public order.

After the passage of
the bill in NA with a major-
ity vote on Friday, Law

Minister Azam Nazir Tarar
said the purpose of the bill
was to maintain peace dur-
ing public assemblies and
processions. He dismissed
the opposition’s concerns,
noting that the increasing
number of demonstrations
in the federal capital had
caused significant inconve-
nience to citizens. Tarar
added that, “the ‘Peaceful
Assembly and Public Or-
der Bill 2024’ is an effort to
ensure that the public or-
der is not disturbed by pub-
lic gatherings. He rejected
the notion of the opposi-
tion and said the federal
capital was seemingly “un-
der siege” and the growing
number of processions had
made the lives of citizens
miserable.

Security forces kill 4
Khwarij in Mohmand

RAWALPINDI (Online): Security forces have killed
four Khawarij terrorists while effectively thwarting
their attack on Frontier Corps Headquarters in
Mohmand district.

The attempt of Khawarij terrorists was thwarted
and all four suicide bombers were killed before they
could cause the intended damage.

According to ISPR, sanitization operation is be-
ing conducted to eliminate any other Kharji in the area.

The ISPR in its statement reaffirmed Pakistan’s
unwavering resolve to wipe out the menace of terror-
ism from the country.

Meanwhile, President Asif Ali Zardari has also
paid tribute to the security forces for foiling Khawarij
attack on the FC headquarters in Mohmand.

In a statement, he said the entire nation is proud
of its soldiers who are always ready to protect the
motherland. He said terrorists will not be allowed to
succeed in their sordid designs.

Meanwhile, Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has
commended the security forces for foiling the attack
on FC Headquarters in Mohmand by Khawarij terror-
ists.

He said that the security forces thwarted the ne-
farious intentions of the cowardly enemy who attacked
in the dark and sent four Khawarij to hell.

CM satisfied with successful operation in Kalat 

Forces killed two terrorist
in Kalat IBO, ISPR

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Security Forces conducted
an intelligence based opera-
tion in Kalat District of
Balochistan, on reported
presence of terrorists.

During the conduct of
operation, troops sur-
rounded and effectively en-
gaged the terrorists’ loca-
tion, and killed two terror-
ists.

Weapons, ammunition
and explosives were also
recovered from the killed
terrorists, who remained
actively involved in numer-
ous terrorists activities in
the area against Security
Forces as well as the inno-
cent civilians.

Sanitization operation
is underway to neutralize
any other terrorist present
in the area.

Security forces of Pa-
kistan, in step with the na-
tion, remain determined to
thwart attempts at sabotag-

Continued on page 2 LONDON (APP): Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Muhammad Ishaq
Dar said on Saturday that
the claims of Pakistan be-
ing in international isolation
have been proven wrong
due to the active guidance
and tireless efforts of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his team.

Speaking to the media,
Dar highlighted that Paki-
stan has secured a non-per-
manent seat on the United
Nations Security Council
(UNSC) for two years, gar-
nering 182 votes— a signifi-
cant increase compared to
the single-vote majority it
achieved 12 years ago. The
first congratulatory mes-
sage was received from
David Lammy, the UK
Foreign Secretary.

He stated that Paki-
stan will actively contrib-
ute as a non-permanent
member during its term and
is currently engaged in dis-
cussions with permanent

member states to finalize
its agenda. Pakistan aims to
play a proactive role in ad-
dressing global conflicts and
plans to strongly advocate
for the issues of Palestine,
Kashmir, and Islamophobia
at the UNSC.

He emphasized that it
is the global community’s
responsibility to implement
UN resolutions on interna-
tional conflicts. He ex-
pressed regret that the UN
resolutions on Kashmir re-
mained unimplemented.

Similarly, resolutions
concerning the Gaza bomb-
ings have yielded no results,
despite the tragic loss of
over 40,000 Palestinian
lives. Pakistan will persist
in advocating for these is-
sues across all forums, in-
cluding the OIC, D8, and
the UN.

Dar mentioned that he
has already taken up the
issues of Palestine, Kash-

Continued on page 2

Air Chief says:
PAF committed

for safeguarding
country’s

sovereignty
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Air Chief Zaheer Ahmed
Baber Sidhu has said the
PAF would continue to
strive hard for the advance-
ment in space, electronic
warfare, cyber, niche tech-
nologies and indigenous de-
fence capability to ensure
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Pakistan.

Addressing Martyrs’
Day Ceremony at Air
Headquarters, Islamabad,
he said the PAF has a proud
history of sacrifice, valour
and professionalism.

He highlighted that the
Martyrs’ Day is an embodi-
ment of exceptional brav-
ery, flawless professional-
ism, and an unparalleled
spirit of sacrifice of the
Armed Forces of Pakistan.

President
commends

security forces
for foiling terrorist
attack on FC HQ
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Saturday paid tribute to
the security forces for a
successful operation against
Khawarij and foiled a ter-
rorist attack on FC Head-
quarters in Mohmand.

“Our security forces
successfully eliminated all
the four Khawarij involved
in the attack,” the president
said in a statement issued
by the President’s House.

He commended the
security forces for eliminat-
ing all four terrorists in-
volved in the attack.

President Zardari
praised the security forces’
effective and courageous
action against the terrorists,
saying that the entire nation
was proud of its brave sol-
diers who were always
ready to defend the moth-
erland. He reiterated that
terrorists will not be al-
lowed to succeed in their
nefarious designs. Mean-
while, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Saturday paid tribute to the
soldiers and officers of the Pa-
kistan Army for foiling a terror-
ist attack by Khawarij terror-
ists on (FC) Headquarters.

AWALPINDI (INP): Call-
ing the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB)
amendments, passed by the
parliament and ratified by
the Supreme Court yester-
day, catastrophic for the
country, former prime min-
ister and PTI founder Imran
Khan said on Saturday that
in no country of the world
parliamentarians had
passed a bill just to protect
their ill-gotten wealth.

Talking to the media at
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi,
the former prime minister
said a small elite holding the
country hostage had been
able to get a clean chit in
corruption cases worth bil-
lions of rupees by virtue of
these amendments. “These
amendments are also against
the constitution,” he said,
adding, “Earlier, it was late
General ® Pervez
Musharraf who had given
these politicians a clean chit

and then it was General ®
Qamar Javed Bajwa who
allowed them to go off the
hook. When I was the prime
minister, it was Bajwa who
controlled the NAB.”

He said Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
had four flats in Mayfair,
while Faryal Talpure, Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari’s sis-
ter, turned out to be the
owner of five properties as
per the Dubai leaks. “Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Zardari were acquitted
in five and eight references,
respectively,” he lamented.

PTI founder refuted
reports that he had threat-
ened a NAB official. “All I
had said was that I would
file a case against the bu-
reau chairman as well as its
investigation officer (IO) so
that they do not become a
tool in the hands of the gov-
ernment to victimize politi-
cal opponents,” he clarified.

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan is renegotiating con-
tracts with independent
power producers to rein in
“unsustainable” electricity
tariffs, the head of the
power ministry said, as
households and businesses
buckle under soaring energy
costs. Rising power tariffs
have stirred social unrest
and shuttered industries in
the $350 billion economy,
which has contracted twice
in recent years as inflation
hit record highs.

“The existing price
structure of power in this
country is not sustainable,”
Awais Leghari, a federal
minister heading Pakistan’s
Power Division, told
Reuters in an interview on
Friday.

He said discussions
were under way between
power producers and the
government because “there

is a clear understanding on
both sides that the status
quo can’t be maintained.”

Leghari stressed that
all stakeholders would have
to “give in to a certain
point” - though without
compromising completely
on business sustainability
- and this would have to be
done “as soon as possible”.

Faced with chronic
shortages a decade ago, Pa-
kistan approved dozens of
private projects by inde-
pendent power producers
(IPPs), financed mostly by
foreign lenders. The
incentivised deals included
high guaranteed returns and
commitments to even pay
for unused power.

However, a sustained
economic crisis has slashed
power consumption, leav-
ing the country with excess

CTD arrests
33 terrorists

across Punjab
LAHORE (APP):The
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) has arrested 33
alleged terrorists belonging
to various outlawed
organisations including
Daesh and al-Qaeda in in-
telligence-based operations
in different areas of  the
province. According to the
CTD officials, six militants
including a key al-Qaeda
member were arrested from
the provincial capital.
Three were identified as
Bakht Jamal, Hamza
Ayatullah and Faisal.
Aforementioned terrorists
were planning to carry out
terrorist attacks and were
involved in espionage.

190m pounds reference

Imran files
acquittal plea

following
restoration of
NAB amend. bill
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Following the restoration
of NAB amendments Bill
by Supreme Court (SC),
PTI  founder has decided
to seek relief in the cases
with  filing first acquittal
plea in Accountability
Court (AC) through his
lawyers. 190 million
pounds reference came up
for hearing before judge Nasir
Javed Raja  of  AC in Adiala
Jail Saturday. PTI founder
filed his first acquittal plea in
the court following restora-
tion of NAB amendments
bill by apex court. Continued on page 2
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QUETTA: Student player aiming the target during an Archery Training Camp
organized by Balochistan Archery Association and District Education Office
(DEO) held at the City School premises in Quetta.

QUETTA: Women members of Baloch Community are holding protest dem-
onstration for acceptance of their demands, held at Manan Chowk in Quetta.

PESHAWAR: Delegation of Germany visiting his-
torical place Ghanta Ghar Bazaar.

QUETTA: Secretary General of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Syed Nayyar Hussain Bukhari, provincial ministers and
assembly members meeting with Balochistan Chief Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz Bugti.

Government making efforts to
resume PIA flights to UK: Dar

LONDON (APP): Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishaq
Dar on Saturday said that
the government was mak-
ing efforts to revive flights
to and from the United
Kingdom as soon as pos-
sible.

“We have made every
effort, even we changed the
laws as per the latest re-
quirements of the Aviation
Authority of UK to solve
the issue of resumption of
PIA flights,” the deputy
prime minister said while
addressing the Pakistani
diaspora here.

He said an irrespon-
sible statement of a minis-
ter from the previous gov-
ernment of Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaaf (PTI)
grounded all aircraft of Pa-
kistan in Europe, UK and
the Western World.

DPM Dar said the
government was taking two
more actions of
privatization of Pakistan
Airlines (PIA) and
outsourcing of Islamabad
International Airport. He
informed that the process
was moving on fast track,
hoping that it might be
completed by 10th of next
months.

He pointed out that
Pakistan attached high im-
portance to the long-stand-
ing partnership with
United Kingdom and the
real pivot of the bilateral
relationship was Pakistani

diaspora.
“I believe that the Brit-

ish Pakistanis have proved
to be the most articulate,
the most diverse and the
most effective and vibrant
who are contributing not
only to the development of
the host country but also
that of Pakistan,” he added.

He highlighted that the
British Pakistani commu-
nity also happened to be the
mot politically active com-
munity among overseas
communities in the UK.
“We have two cabinet
members, 15 members in
house of commons, 11 in
house of lords and hundreds
of councilors, and mayors
and deputy mayors.”

Recalling the worst
economic and security situ-
ation in the country in
2013, the DPM said the
major international financial
institutions were declaring
Pakistan’s economy as a
politically unstable coun-
try, projecting it to be get-
ting default within six
months. They were also
projecting that it might take
more than a decade to get
of economic quagmire.

However, he main-
tained that only one and
half year after coming into
power, the PML-N govern-
ment managed to streamline
the country’s economy in
right direction.

He informed that the
food inflation came back to
only 2% from double digit,

while the GDP growth re-
corded 6%. Pakistan be-
came the best stock market
in Asia and 5th best in the
World, he added.

By 2017, he said Pa-
kistan became the 24th glo-
bal economy. However, he
said in post 2018 era, the
next government’s bad gov-
ernance resulted in declin-
ing the rank to 47 in 2022,
which he said was the sad-
dest part of the country’s
economy.

As regards, terrorism,
the deputy prime minister
said in 2013, economy, ex-
tremism and electricity
loadshedding were the three
biggest challenges that were
overcome by the PML-N
government due to its hard
work and prudent policies.
.

The deputy prime
minister expressed his dis-
appointment over change
of policy by the PTI gov-
ernment in 2022 due to
which violence and terror-
ism came back to the coun-
try.

As as result of dia-
logues in Afghanistan by
the PTI government, he
said 102 hardened criminals
were freed from jails who
were involved in killing
school children and disgrac-
ing Pakistani flag in
Malakand.

DPM Dar expressed
the government’s commit-
ment to uproot the terror-
ism from the country again.

PM Shehbaz’s tireless efforts..
Continued from page 1

mir, and Islamophobia at
various forums.

Additionally, for the
first time, the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) has appointed a spe-
cial representative of the
Secretary-General specifi-
cally to combat
Islamophobia.

He noted that Paki-
stan has already sent nine
consignments of medical
and essential supplies to
Palestine. Moreover, Paki-
stan has decided to continue
the education of Palestin-
ian medical students whose
studies were interrupted or
left incomplete by admit-
ting them to complete their
studies in Pakistani medi-
cal colleges.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar stated that ef-
forts are underway to
quickly restore flights be-
tween Pakistan and the
United Kingdom, which
will benefit the Pakistani
diaspora.

“We’ve updated laws
to meet UK Aviation Au-
thority standards to resolve
the PIA flight issue,” Dar
said. He also noted that a
previous PTI minister’s
statement had led to the
grounding of Pakistani air-
craft in Europe and the UK.

During his UK visit,
Dar revealed plans to priva-
tize Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) and
outsource Islamabad Inter-
national Airport, aiming for
completion by the 10th of
next month. He stressed
that Pakistan values its part-
nership with the UK, with
the Pakistani diaspora be-
ing a key element of this
relationship.

Discussing his meet-

ings with UK ministers and
others, he described his dis-
cussion with the British
Foreign Secretary as highly
positive, with both parties
committed to elevating
their bilateral strategic rela-
tions. With over 1.7 million
Pakistanis residing in the
UK and a trade volume ex-
ceeding four figures, the
partnership is poised for
significant growth.

He said that the in-
cumbent government not
only aims to grant voting
rights to overseas Paki-
stanis but also seeks to al-
locate 5 to 7 special seats
in Parliament for them.
However, this requires a
constitutional amendment,
which would need the co-
operation of other parties.

He mentioned that the
current government plans to
introduce a dedicated hous-
ing scheme in the federal
capital for overseas Paki-
stanis through the Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), allowing them to
own a plot or house there.

He stated that,
through his efforts, the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
National Economic Coun-
cil (ECNEC) of Pakistan
has approved the long-
awaited completion of the
Mirpur-Islamgarh Bridge
over the Mangla Dam, the
country’s second largest
reservoir, in response to the
demand from the Kashmiri
community.

Criticizing the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government without nam-
ing it explicitly, he noted
that the country’s economy,
which was ranked 24th in
2017, fell to 42nd in subse-
quent years due to the in-
experienced policies intro-
duced after 2018. Electric-
ity prices surged to nearly

47 per unit because of PTI’s
misguided policies, which
could have been around
Rs15 per unit had the PML-
N government not been
overthrown in 2017.

He said that if the no-
confidence motion against
PTI had not succeeded, a
default was inevitable.
Nevertheless, he empha-
sized that Pakistan has the
potential to reach new
heights with dedication and
effective use of its re-
sources. He also con-
demned the May 9 incident
as distressing, asserting that
attacks on security instal-
lations are unacceptable.

He stated that Paki-
stan has the potential to
rise. Currently, 24 State-
Owned Enterprises (SOEs)
are being privatized on a
fast-track basis. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif is
working tirelessly to revive
the economy, with a focus
on IT development and
youth training.

Forces killed..

Continued from page 1

ing peace, stability and
progress of Balochistan.
Meanwhile, Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has ex-
pressed satisfaction over
the successful action of the
security forces against ter-
rorists in Kalat. In a state-
ment issued here on Satur-
day, the Chief Minister said
that the security forces took
effective action against ter-
rorists on an authentic in-
formation. He said that the
security forces carried out
operation in highly profes-
sional manner. He said that
the whole nation is stand-
ing shoulder to shoulder
with the security forces.

Writ of state would..

Pak is renegotiating..
Continued from page 1

capacity that it needs to
pay for.
Short of funds, the govern-
ment has built those fixed
costs and capacity pay-
ments into consumer bills,
sparking protests by do-
mestic users and industrial
associations.

Four sources in the
power sector told Reuters
changes to contracts de-
manded included slashing
guaranteed returns, capping
dollar rates and moving
away from paying for un-
used power. The sources
requested anonymity as
they were not authorised to
speak to the media.

On Saturday, local
media outlet Business Re-
corder said in a report cit-
ing sources that 24 condi-
tions have been proposed
for the transition of capac-
ity based model to take-
and-pay model.

However, Leghari that
no new draft agreements or
specific demands had been

officially sent to power
companies and said the
government would not
force them to sign new wa-
tered down contracts.

“We would sit and
talk to them in a civil and
professional manner,” he
said, adding that the gov-
ernment has always main-
tained contractual obliga-
tions to investors, both for-
eign and local. He said con-
tract revisions would be by
“mutual consent”

Energy sector viabil-
ity was the focus of a criti-
cal staff level pact in May
with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for
a $7 billion bailout. The
IMF’s staff report stressed
the need to revisit power
deals.

Pakistan has already
initiated talks on reprofiling
power sector debt owed to
China as well as negotia-
tions on structural reforms,
but progress has been slow.
Pakistan has also commit-
ted to stop power sector
subsidies.

Continued fromk page 1

decided that the terrorists
would be taken to task.

He said that the writ
of state would be estab-
lished at every cost.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the senior PPP leader
Nayyar Hussain Bokhari
said that the Chief Minis-
ter Sarfraz Bugti has pre-
pared comprehensive strat-
egy for development of the
province.

He said that the cir-
cumstances of Balochistan
are quite different than
other provinces of the coun-

try.
He noted with con-

tentment that the pro-
vincial government is on
the mission of public
service.

He believed that the
provincial government
would come up to the ex-
pectations of people.

He exhorted the pro-
vincial ministers, mem-
bers of the assembly and
workers of  Pakistan
Peoples Party to work
hard shoulder to shoulder
with the Chief Minister
in mission of the public
service.

Raoof likely
to be removed

as PTI Info
secretary

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Central Information
Secretary Raoof Hassan is
likely to be removed from
the position as the party
leaders expressed a lack of
confidence in his capabili-
ties.

Sheikh Waqas
Akram’s name is at the top
of the list to replace Raoof
Hassan as the new informa-
tion secretary, the sources
added. PTI founder Imran
Khan also approved the
proposal to replace Raoof
Hassan.

The change in the in-
formation secretary’s posi-
tion is expected to take
place after the appointment
of the new secretary gen-
eral.

It may be noted here
that the Omar Ayub’s res-
ignation as the PTI secre-
tary general has been ap-
proved amid reshuffle and
restructuring decided by the
party’s leadership earlier in
the day.

Gang involved
in ‘child

pornography’
exposed in
Pakpattan

KARACHI (INP): A gang
in Pakpattan has been ex-
posed for luring young chil-
dren through social media,
recording indecent videos,
and using these videos for
blackmailing.

According to the de-
tails, the gang extorted large
sums of money from the
victims by threatening to
make the videos viral on
social media.

The disturbing situa-
tion was exposed by a
ninth-class student who
was reportedly blackmailed
by the gang.

The accused extorted
over Rs 150,000 from the
student, forcing him to re-
pay the amount by using
online apps and stealing
from his home. The student
further revealed that the
gang possesses videos of
several other children in the
area.

Citizens have called
for swift justice, demand-
ing to bust the gang.

Following a complaint
by the victim’s father, a
case has been registered at
Thana City Police Station
against three suspects.

FIA recovers Rs 39b in
crack down on power

theft, overbilling
LAHORE (INP): The Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA) Lahore Zone has re-
leased its annual perfor-
mance report for the Anti-
Corruption Circle.

During the current
year, the FIA Anti-Corrup-
tion Circle registered 277
cases and 157 inquiries. A
total of 177 accused, includ-
ing absconders, were ar-
rested, according to an FIA
spokesperson.

The circle conducted
raids on various premises,
including those involved in
overbilling, power theft,
fake medicines, and land
grabbing, resulting in the
recovery of Rs 39 billion
and the arrest of several
high-profile individuals.

Notable arrests in-
cluded the LESCO Project

Director, three XENs, and
a commercial assistant who
caused a loss of Rs 82 crore
to the national exchequer.

Additionally, the FIA
Anti-Corruption Circle re-
covered 101 acres and 71
kanals of land worth Rs 8
billion from the Auqaf De-
partment and retrieved ap-
proximately Rs 3 crore
from tenants. The circle also
took action against fake and
substandard medicines, reg-
istering 11 cases and seal-
ing three medicine factories
and medical stores. Recov-
eries worth Rs 206 million
were made during these op-
erations. Furthermore,
seven officials were ar-
rested for illegal distribution
and substandard wheat, and
cases were registered under
the Torch Act 2022.

Pakistan airports
to go paperless

with ERP system
ISLAMABAD (INP): In a
positive development, the
Pakistan Airports Author-
ity (PAA) has decided to
transition all operations to
an Enterprise Resource
Planning (ERP) system,
abolishing the use of paper
entirely.

The decision aligns
with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s directives
to digitize government in-

stitutions and improve ef-
ficiency.

The PAA’s ERP sys-
tem, soon to be fully func-
tional, will streamline pro-
cesses, enhance data man-
agement, and promote a
sustainable working envi-
ronment.

The PM’s e-office ini-
tiative aims to increase
transparency and efficiency
within the government.

OPF set up PGFRC to assist
returned Overseas Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Overseas Pa-
kistanis and Human Re-
source Development
(MOPHRD) has set up a
Pakistani-German Facilita-
tion & Reintegration Cen-
tre (PGFRC) in Lahore
with an advisory desk at
Overseas Pakistani Foun-
dation (OPF) here at the
head office.

An official source told
APP that the objective was
to facilitate the return of
overseas Pakistanis in
terms of their skill devel-
opment in Pakistan’s social
and economic fabric for
gainful employment.

It is being imple-
mented in collaboration

with Deutsche Gesellschaft
für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH and supported by
the German Federal Minis-
try for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development
(BMZ). The Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
between Deutsche
Gesellschaft für
I n t e r n a t i o n a l e
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH and Overseas Paki-
stani Foundation, Ministry
of Overseas Pakistanis &
Human Resource Develop-
ment on technical assistance
to the facilitation & reinte-
gration centre for Pakistani
workers has been signed.

This initiative is help-

ing to create more job op-
portunities/employability
for Pakistani workers,
which will improve eco-
nomic development in the
long run. The centre pro-
vides various services in-
cluding advice on training
and skills development.

Technical and voca-
tional training, advice on
job market trends and op-
portunities, advice on find-
ing a job in Pakistan

Entrepreneurship and
start-up support, psycho-
social support and informa-
tion on the health system
in Pakistan and information
on living conditions, advice
on getting microfinance and
loans.

Ali Muhammad says:
PTI founder pins high

expectations from Sep 8 rally
RAWALPINDI (INP): PTI leader Ali Muhammad Khan has claimed that PTI rally in
Islamabad on Sunday will be historic as people from all provinces and all walks of life
are going to join it. Talking to media outside Adiala Jail Rawalpindi, MNA Ali Muhammad
Khan lamented that the government was creating hurdles in PTI rally.

He said PTI founder postponed the rally of August 22 for the sake of the country.
He said, “If PTI founder was a politician, he would never have postponed the rally
when the workers from all over the country had left for this rally”.

Ali Muhammad Khan said when Imran Khan was told that there was a protest by
religious parties and a cricket match, then Imran Khan postponed the rally.

PTI chief has high expectations from September 8 rally. He advised the leaders
and workers don’t stirs up your feelings and stay cool during the rally.

He said Swabi’s Jalsa was a historic where people walked for 15km to attend it. Ali
Muhammad Khan said workers will come from all over the country in the rally.

He said every leader and worker of PTI will be in the first line when it comes to
defending Pakistan. PTI chief has given a message that institutions should not interfere
in the politics. Civil decisions should be made by civil bodies and military decisions by
military courts.
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ISLAMABAD: Preparations are under way for Pakistan Tehreek Insaf Jalsa
at Sangjani area of the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A view of youngsters bathing and
swimming in the Rawal Dam spillway water.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth Programme Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan visited Huwei Islamabad Office.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Switzerland to Pakistan Georg Steiner ad-
dressing the ceremony after inaugurating “Crafts Festival” held in a local
hotel in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: IGP (R) Dr. Sultan Azam Tamuri addressing a seminar on
International Day of Police Cooperation organized by SOS & NSU at Na-
tional Skills University.

ISLAMABAD: A gypsy boy searching valuables
from garbage near Khanna Pul area in the Federal
Capital.

Globalization vs. sovereignty: China’s balancing act
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Globalization, a concept
popularized by Swapsy in
2006, signifies the integra-
tion of economic, political,
social, and cultural values
across borders, effectively
dissolving traditional
boundaries. While national
security once predomi-
nantly focused on military
might, modern strategies
must now encompass eco-
nomic stability, diplomatic
relations, and the preserva-
tion of national values.

The interplay of do-
mestic, international, and
transnational institutions
has made contemporary
governance increasingly in-
tricate. The rising influence
of non-state actors and
transnational laws is funda-
mentally reshaping interna-
tional law and governance,
presenting a multifaceted
challenge to state legal sys-
tems. This evolution is high-
lighted by significant shifts
in the international financial
system since the 1970s.

Financial liberaliza-
tion, which gained momen-

tum in the late 1990s, aimed
to reduce state control and
promote the free movement
of capital. However, this
shift has led to a widening
wealth gap, with the rich-
est quintet of countries now
249 times wealthier than
the poorest.

Dr. Raza Muhammad,
president of the Islamabad
Policy Research Institution
(IPRI) talking to APP, em-
phasizes the dual impact of
globalization on national
sovereignty. “Globalization
offers tremendous oppor-
tunities through technol-
ogy, trade connectivity, and
knowledge sharing,”

Dr. Muhammad fur-
ther explained. “However,
it also imposes constraints,
such as adherence to inter-
national regulations and
potential threats to indig-
enous cultures. Addition-
ally, the competitive pres-
sures can lead to brain drain,
challenging national eco-
nomic stability.”

The interconnected
nature of globalization
complicates the implemen-

tation of sovereignty strat-
egies. Nations face the chal-
lenge of managing a web of
external stakeholders with
often conflicting agendas
while striving to maintain
their sovereign goals. The
flow of ideas, goods, and
people across borders fre-
quently influences national
decision-making and local
practices.

China’s experience
provides a vivid illustration
of this balancing act. The
country’s strategic attrac-
tion of foreign investments
and expertise has fueled
rapid growth in its technol-
ogy sector. However, this
growth has brought pres-
sure to align more closely
with global standards, af-
fecting elements of China’s
sovereignty.

Amid these challenges,
China is also investing
heavily in technological in-
novation and digital infra-
structure, aiming to lever-
age these advancements to
enhance its global influence
and economic resilience sig-
nificantly.

The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC), a flagship project
of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, exemplifies the
intersection of globaliza-
tion and national sover-
eignty. CPEC is designed
to develop transportation
networks, energy projects,
and economic zones in
Pakistan. This ambitious
project reflects both the
benefits and challenges of
global integration, highlight-
ing the need for careful
management of interna-
tional partnerships.

Liu Wei, a technology
entrepreneur in Shanghai,
sharing her experience re-
marks: “Globalization has
opened doors for my busi-
ness to access international
markets and cutting-edge
technologies. However, it
also means navigating com-
plex international regula-
tions and facing fierce com-
petition. Balancing these
forces while preserving our
national identity is an on-
going challenge.”

As globalization con-

tinues to evolve, states
must adopt adaptive gov-
ernance structures to man-
age their international rela-
tionships effectively. This
involves engaging with di-
verse stakeholders, main-
taining coherent policies,
and ensuring that national
interests remain a priority.
Countries need to balance
the benefits of global inte-
gration with the need to
preserve their sovereignty
and cultural identity.

In a world where
interconnectedness is in-
creasingly the norm, nations
must navigate the complexi-
ties of globalization with a
strategic approach. By
carefully managing external
influences and adapting
their governance structures,
countries can safeguard
their sovereignty while ac-
tively participating in the
global arena.

The key to achieve
success lies in balancing the
opportunities presented by
globalization with the im-
perative to uphold national
interests and sovereignty.

ICT Police organize
04 days workshop

on road safety

Huawei to train
300,000 Young Pak

in ICT skills
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister ’s Youth
Programme(PMYP) Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan,
visited the office of Huawei
on Saturday to discuss the
modalities of an extensive
training program aimed at
equipping 300,000 young
Pakistanis with advanced
skills in Information and
Communication Technol-
ogy (ICT).

The meeting, which
followed crucial technical
discussions held on Sep-
tember 4th and 5th, marked
a pivotal step in integrating
Huawei’s advanced training
resources into Pakistan’s
educational framework.
The initiative guided by the
directives of Prime Minis-
ter Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, seeks to
enhance technical education

by leveraging Huawei’s glo-
bal expertise and cutting-
edge training materials.

This strategic partner-
ship is expected to substan-
tially elevate the quality and
reach of technical education
throughout Pakistan, fos-
tering skill development and
innovation.

The National Voca-
tional and Technical Train-
ing Commission
(NAVTTC) will act as the
implementation partner
under the Prime Minister’s
Youth Skill Development
Programme.

The collaboration
builds upon the foundation
established during Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
visit to Huawei’s office in
China, underscoring the
commitment to advancing
Pakistan’s technical educa-
tion landscape.

IIUI seeks police help to
counter unlawful protest

CDA chairman
conducts comprehensive

review of projects
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA),
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
presided over a high-level
meeting on Saturday to as-
sess the performance and
progress of various CDA
projects and initiatives.

Senior officers of the
authority attended the
meeting.

Chairman Randhawa
emphasized the need for fi-
nancial discipline to ensure
CDA’s financial stability
and directed department
heads to submit monthly
reports on their targets and
achievements. He also in-
structed the Resource Wing
to report to the Member
Finance to enhance revenue

collection.
The meeting reviewed

the Islamabad Beautifica-
tion Plan, which aims to
install traditional and cul-
tural sculptures, median
strips, and landscaping
across the city. The first
phase of digital parking is
set to launch soon, and dis-
cussions were held on in-
troducing more entertain-
ment options, including cin-
emas and recreational facili-
ties.

Additionally, the
meeting focused on up-
coming projects tailored
for overseas Pakistanis,
demonstrat ing CDA’s
commitment to catering to
the needs of all stakehold-
ers.

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
International Islamic Uni-
versity (IIU) has finalized
the hostel seat allocation
process, but the self-pro-
claimed Student Action
Committee has disrupted
the proceedings, taking the
law into their own hands
and barring the university
administration and foreign
students from accessing the
hostels. In response to
these circumstances, the
university has formally no-
tified the police and district
administration, said a news
release. Individuals affili-
ated with the so-called Stu-
dent Action Committee
have attempted to falsely
portray foreign students as

protesters by detaining
them outside the hostels
and disseminating mislead-
ing information to media
outlets, suggesting that
these students are also par-
ticipating in the protest and
being barred by the admin-
istration. However, foreign
students have reached out
to the administration re-
garding this unlawful be-
havior, and the university
has assured them of com-
prehensive legal protection.

The university admin-
istration has stated that this
illegal action by the Student
Action Committee has
compromised the transpar-
ent and peaceful accommo-
dation of 2,700 students.

Speakers pay tribute to armed forces
ISLAMABAD (APP): Young Kashmiri children, representing both sides of the divided
state of Jammu and Kashmir, gathered in Muzaffarabad to honour the armed forces of
Pakistan for their unwavering commitment to defending the nation and supporting the
noble cause of the oppressed Kashmiris.

“We honour the historic and courageous role of our armed forces in combating
terrorism and safeguarding sovereignty. Their legacy of valour and sacrifices will be
remembered and revered by the people of Kashmir and Pakistan for generations to
come,” said a resolution adopted by the Sawera Student Assembly (SSA) in a powerful
display of patriotism and solidarity.

The event was organized by Sawera Foundation, a not-for-profit organization
headed by peace activist Tanveer ul Islam. The foundation has been working for pro-
motion of peace and education among the Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) based
impoverished Kashmiris.

Those who spoke on the occasion included Zahid Amin, a prominent Muzaffarabad-
based political and social leader, M. Islam, a Kashmiri refugee leader;  Zameer Naz
and senior Kashmiri journalist, Tariq Naqash. The students, on the occasion, high-
lighted the significance of Defence Day, the sacrifices of the armed forces, and the role
of the nation in countering the enemy’s aggression. The resolution passed on the occa-
sion also honoured the martyrs, describing their bravery as a source of pride and
inspiration for a strong, united, and resilient Pakistan.

Mohsin Naqvi pays tribute
to Shaheens of Air Force on
occasion of Air Force Day

DG Excise chairs meeting;
calls for action against illegal

vehicle modifications
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Excise and Taxation
(E&T) Department of
Islamabad has ramped up
its efforts to curb the use
of vehicles with illegal num-
ber plates and tinted win-
dows in the Federal Capi-
tal.

In this regard, Direc-
tor General (DG) Excise,
Irfan Nawaz Memon
chaired a meeting which
was attended by the senior
officials, including Director
Excise Bilal Azam, to re-
view the department’s per-
formance over the past
week.

The meeting high-
lighted the department’s
crackdown on black-glazed
vehicles and non-sampled
number plates.

Meanwhile, check-
points have also been set
up at various locations
across the city to enforce
these rules.

On the occasion, offi-
cials emphasized that strict
action is being taken at these
checkpoints to ensure com-
pliance.

Furthermore, addi-
tional counters have also
been established to facilitate
the issuance of legal num-
ber plates.

DG Excise reiterated
the importance of maintain-
ing pressure on violators,
calling for decisive action
against vehicles with illegal
tinted windows and illegal
number plates.

Irfan Memon urged
the officials for special
checkpoints to further tar-
get unauthorized number
plates in the city.

The department con-
tinues to take steps to en-
sure road safety and com-
pliance with vehicle regula-
tions, with officials closely
monitoring the ongoing ef-
forts.

Nation honors Rashid Minhas’
supreme sacrifice on PAF Day

with reverence & pride
ISLAMABAD (APP): As
Pakistan proudly observes
PAF Day on Saturday, the
remarkable story of Pilot
Officer Rashid Minhas
Shaheed’ extraordinary de-
votion and unwavering
commitment to the country
serves as a powerful re-
minder of the true essence
of heroism and cements his
status as a shining exemplar
of patriotism.

The heroic feats of our
brave pilots, who fearlessly
took to the skies and
outmanoeuvred the enemy
with their exceptional fly-
ing skills and unwavering
determination, continue to
inspire generations. The
1965 war was a testament
to the unshakeable resolve
of the Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) and its personnel,
who proved that even with
limited resources, courage,
skill, and strategy can lead
to victory against over-
whelming odds, a report
aired by PTV news chan-
nel said.

“Rashid Minhas’

legacy continues to inspire
generations with his unwa-
vering courage and devo-
tion. A true hero and a shin-
ing example for our youth”,
said  Defence Analyst,
Maria Sultan.

“As we celebrate Air
Force Day, we remember
the bravery and skill of our
pilots who have always
protected our nation’s
skies. Thank you for your
service”, Aviation Expert,
Salman Bashir remarked.

“Today, we honor not
just the heroes of 1965, but
also the unsung heroes who
continue to serve our nation
with distinction. Thank you
for your service,” Air Com-
modore (Retd) Khalid Iqbal
noted. “Our air force per-
sonnel are the guardians of
our nation’s sovereignty
and we are forever grateful
for their vigilance and dedi-
cation,” renowned Journal-
ist, Saira Bano expressed.

“We express our deep-
est gratitude for their ser-
vice and pledge to continue
supporting their efforts in

safeguarding our country’s
skies”, said a social media
user. “Our Air Force is the
best in the world, congratu-
lations on Air force day.
Keep soaring high”  Fahad
Khan a youngster said.
“The bravery and skill of
our air force pilots is an in-
spiration to us all. Keep
making us proud!”  Ali
Hassan another citizen of
Lahore added. “Air Force
Day is a reminder of our
nation’s unwavering com-
mitment to defending our
sovereignty. Thank you to
our air force heroes espe-
cially Rashid Minhas.” a
female commented. “The
Air Force’s commitment to
excellence and profession-
alism is a shining example
for other institutions to fol-
low.” Political Analyst, Dr.
Hasan Askari Rizvi added.

“As we commemorate
Air Force Day, we must
also acknowledge the sacri-
fices of our martyrs and
their families, who have
given so much for our
nation’s security.”

Mehbooba Mufti urges
focus on Kashmir’s core
issue, not just statehood

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has paid rich tribute
to the brave Shaheens of
Pakistan Air Force who are
always ready to defend the
aerial boundaries of the be-
loved country.

In his special message
on account of Air Force Day
on September 7, Saturday,
he stated that despite lim-
ited resources, Pakistan Air
Force thwarted the enemy’s
nefarious designs in the
1965 war.

He added that our
Shaheens established com-

plete dominance in the
skies, and MM Alam set a
record by destroying five
enemy planes in one
minute.

In his special message
on Air Force Day,  Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
said that on September 7,
the brave officers of Paki-
stan Air Force destroyed the
enemy’s aerial power and
wrote unmatched chapters
of courage, bravery, and
valour.

He said that Septem-
ber 7, 1965, was a golden
day in the history of the

Pakistan Air Force.
Interior Minister

Mohsin Naqvi said that the
nation will always remem-
ber the unparalleled ser-
vices and eternal sacrifices
of the personnel of the Pa-
kistan Air Force.

He said that the entire
nation pays glowing tribute
to the bravery and spirit of
the martyrs of the Pakistan
Air Force.

He stated that the role
of the Pakistan Air Force in
thwarting the enemy’s at-
tack will always be remem-
bered in history.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) President
Mehbooba Mufti, in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir(IIOJK), has
underscored that the Kash-
mir issue transcends the
immediate political focus
on assembly elections and
statehood.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, addressing
reporters at the PDP office
in Srinagar, Mufti criticized
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) for narrowing the
Kashmir conflict – which
has caused immense loss of
life and suffering – to a se-
ries of political steps,
namely the restoration of
statehood and assembly
polls.

“The BJP has reduced

the Kashmir issue for which
thousands have died, thou-
sands have orphaned and
we suffered losses of bil-
lions to the mere conduct
of assembly elections,”
Mufti asserted.

She emphasized that
the BJP’s approach has
been to diminish the com-
plex and deep-rooted Kash-
mir issue to a mere focus
on Article 370 and state-
hood, which is now being
linked solely to the upcom-
ing polls.

Mufti further criti-
cized the growing chorus
among political parties
calling for the restora-
tion of statehood follow-
ing the elections, equat-
ing it  to “looking for
shoes after amputating
the feet.”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Police Education
Wing has organized a series
of four-day workshops on
road safety.

According to ICT
public relations officer said
that under the special direc-
tions of ICT Inspector
General (IG) Police Syed
Nasir Ali Rizvi, ICT Police
education wing organized
four-day workshops on
road safety for government
institutions drivers.

He said these work-
shops are aimed at enhanc-
ing the driving skills and
safety awareness of drivers
from various government
institutions.

He said that the work-
shop was attended by SSP
Traffic Islamabad
Muhammad Sarfraz Virk,
education wing member,
250 drivers and other staff
of the government organi-

zation. He said the work-
shop participants were
briefed on road safety, cau-
tious driving, and other traf-
fic laws.

He also said the ICT
Police education wing
educated drivers and staff
on road safety, hazards of
using mobi le phones
while driving, seatbelt
usage, risks of riding mo-
torcycles without hel-
mets, consideration for
the rights of other road
users, and awareness re-
garding the use of head-
lights, zebra crossings, dan-
gers of speeding, and other
traffic laws.

Organization mem-
bers praised the Islamabad
Police efforts for organiz-
ing the initiative which em-
phasizes the importance of
such workshops in educat-
ing participants about vari-
ous aspects of road safety,
he said.

AIOU to
commence

online exams
for Int’l students
from Sept. 23

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) will begin
online (in-camera) exams for
international students en-
rolled in Matric, FA, and
I.Com programs for the
Spring 2024 semester on
September 23. Vice-Chan-
cellor Professor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood has ensured that
all necessary arrangements
are in place, with exams
being monitored via
Microsoft Teams using
cameras for transparency, a
press release said. Roll
number slips and guidelines
have been uploaded to stu-
dent portals. Currently, the
university serves around
1,000 international stu-
dents from 37 countries.

IRSA releases
230,300

cusecs water
I S LAM AB A D ( AP P ) :
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on
Satursday released 230,300
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
256,800 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1550.00
feet (maximum conserva-
tion level) and was 152.00
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet. Water
inflow and outflow in the
dam was recorded as
139,000 cusecs and
138,500 cusecs respec-
tively.

The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1226.90 feet,
which was 178.90 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was re-
corded 34,000 cusecs and
8,000 cusecs respectively.

ICT Police
reunites four

missing children
with families

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) police, teams on Sat-
urday from Noon, Lohi
Bher, and Golra police sta-
tions in Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) reunited
four missing children with
their families. According to
an ICT public relations of-
ficer, the police received
reports from citizens about
their missing children, who
had not been located de-
spite extensive searches by
their families. Upon receiv-
ing these reports, the po-
lice teams utilized both tech-
nical resources and human
effort to track down and
safely return the children to
their families. The families
expressed their immense
relief and happiness, ex-
tending their heartfelt
thanks to the police for their
prompt and effective re-
sponse. The Islamabad Po-
lice were praised for their
swift and compassionate
assistance.
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Furtive measures
Nearly seven months after its
controversial conduct of the
2024 general election, the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan has quietly tasked 38
teams with verifying that the
physical copies of all election-
related documentation match
the digital record accessible to
the public. The development
comes two months after an
NGO, Pattan-Coalition 38, first
pointed out that critical docu-
ments for over a dozen con-
stituencies were missing from
the ECP’s website. Though the
report was initially rubbished
by the ECP as ‘baseless’, the
‘missing’ documents were qui-
etly added in the following
days to the public drive on
which election forms had been
stored, as independent scru-
tiny conducted by this publi-
cation had also confirmed.

The Form 45 results of at
least 41 national and provincial
assembly constituencies in
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were ‘updated’
during this exercise, and the
development had raised fresh
doubts about the legitimacy of
the ECP’s announced results
for the Feb 8 election.

It seems pertinent to recall
here what the ECP had said on
Feb 12, after four days of si-
lence while the entire nation
clamoured for it to release final
results. While citing security
and logistics reasons for the
delay, the ECP spokesperson
had insisted that “accuracy was
more important than the swift
announcement of election re-
sults.”

This statement had been is-
sued at a time when serious
concerns were being raised
about seats swinging from vic-
tors to the vanquished in the
results finalisation process.

The commission had then
violated Section 95 of the Elec-
tions Act of 2017 by failing to
upload Forms 45, 46 and 47 on
its website by Feb 22 — the
end of a 14-day deadline to do
so. It also ignored a call from
Fafen to audit the paper trail of
election results, under its
power to adjudicate results be-
fore the expiration of 60 days
after gazette notification of a
returned candidate.

To date, just around two
dozen of nearly 400 petitions
against the ECP’s results have
been decided by the election
tribunals set up for that pur-
pose. While progress has been
anaemic across the board, it is
worth noting that the tribunals
for Islamabad and Punjab,
which together account for
more than 50pc of the petitions
filed, remain largely inoperative
due to hurdles created by the
ECP.

It now seems a given that,
just like the deadline for an-
nouncing results was missed,
the deadline for resolving pend-
ing election disputes will also
lapse without settling the many
controversies surrounding
them. The entire exercise has
become riddled with contro-
versy, yet the relevant institu-
tion seems unwilling to address
the lingering questions about
the polls.

If, seven months later, the
ECP still does not know how
many of its documents are in
order, perhaps its top officials
should call it a day. They have
already done a huge disservice
to Pakistan.

Mapping cities Balochistan’s riches
Arif Hasan

A lot of impressive and
expensive infrastructure
has been developed for
Karachi over the last two
decades. However, much
of it has wiped out the
history, green areas and
built heritage of the city.
It has destroyed archaeo-
logical sites, settlements
that are centuries old, re-
ligious and educational
inst i tut ions,  people’s
homes, and deprived a
large number of young
people of their education
and jobs.

Murli Hills, oppo-
site the Universi ty of
Karachi, contains many
layers of civilisation, go-
ing back to Palaeolithic,
Neolithic and Indus Val-
ley civilisations. They
are now buried under
Gulistan-i-Jauhar devel-
opments.

Bahria Town has
swallowed up Buddhist
remains and wiped out the
intangible culture of the
region, along with agricul-
tural  land that  every
Karachi  development
plan had recommended be
preserved. Natural drain-
age systems of Karachi
have also been occupied,
adding to the flooding of
the city. These areas are
now available for real es-
tate development.

Cities that do not
have a history invent one.
We, on the other hand,
wipe out  what  we do
have. The same applies to
the case of the Malir Ex-
pressway, which is under
construction and whose
right of way, according to
archaeologists, contains
important sites.

The government
claims that the design of
the expressway has been
altered so that not a single
building will be demol-
ished and neither will any
institutional building be
affected. However, the
community organisations
and NGOs residing and
working in the area claim
that due to the building of
the expressway, a large

number of institutional
buildings and entire
settlements will be de-
molished.

Judging from previ-
ous examples, we have
every reason to believe
that the community and
NGO estimates are cor-
rect, and those of the gov-
ernment have not been
properly calculated. A
number of old set t le-
ments are also to be de-
molished, along with an
important library.

A Baloch intellec-
tual ,  Prof Ghulam
Hussain, donated a guava
garden on which intellec-
tual and literary conver-
sations used to be held.
The people of this area
nurtured this process.
Later ,  Prof Ghulam
Hussain turned this space
into a library which is
used by academics, jour-
nalists and students, and
people of the area. The
library was named after
Syed Hashmi, a much-re-
spected local teacher.
Even if the library is not
demolished, it will be al-
most impossible to use,
since it is located on a traf-
fic interchange. It con-
tains over 25,000 books,
many of them in the
Balochi language. This
will be a great loss not
only for the area but also
for the Balochi-speaking
population of Sindh.

Eventually, develop-
ers will turn the library
and the land around it into
high-density concrete
housing creating a heat is-
land effect and destroy-
ing the area’s r ich
biodiversity, which has
been documented beauti-
fully by the young people
of the area.

There are serious ir-
regularities related to the
approval of the Malir Ex-
pressway by the govern-
ment. For infrastructure
of this category an Envi-
ronmental  Impact  As-
sessment (EIA) is  re-
quired before the con-
struction of the infra-
structure is undertaken.
However, the design and

construction of the ex-
pressway began before an
EIA was undertaken and
public hearings were held.
Also,  the quest ion
whether this expressway
is actually required —
given the existing road
network — was also not
taken into consideration.

Keeping the above
issues in mind, certain
considerations emerge;
primarily, that before any
infrastructure develop-
ment programme is envis-
aged, a mapping of exist-
ing infrastructure in the
project area, along with
the number of houses and
households, should be
u n d e r t a k e n .
Educa-tio-nal, medical
and cultural assets must
be identifi--ed, along with
en--vironmental as--s-ets
such as flora and fauna
and their location.

And most  impor-
tant, the necessity for the
infrastructure to be built
should be identified. In
the case of the Malir Ex-
pressway, the question
that arises is: was this ex-
pressway required,  or
could the existing infra-
structure be developed to
fulfi l  the purpose for
which the expressway is
being built? To the best
of public knowledge, this
was not done and if it
was, it was not made pub-
lic before the decision to
build the expressway was
taken.

It is well understood
that given the problems
faced by government insti-
tutions, they may not be
able to carry out such an
exercise effectively. So the
involvement of architecture
and development studies
departments of universities
is essential. They could
carry out such mapping as
part of their academic
programmes. This would
not only help projects, but
would also create maps and
literature to understand the
city better. It would also
make them better citizens
of a city who no one really
cares for, except a few ro-
mantics.

Umer Farooq
In these times, when the
protesters of the Baloch
Yakjehti  Committee
(BYC) are demanding
fundamental  rights in
Balochistan, it may ap-
pear insensitive to dis-
cuss the province’s min-
eral resources. However,
this is precisely the mo-
ment to  contextualise
these resources. In De-
cember 2022, the govern-
ment quiet ly pushed
through the Foreign In-
vestment Promotion and
Protection Act (FIPPA),
a move aimed at paving
the way for the various
foreign investment initia-
tives, including the Reko
Diq mining project in
Balochistan.  These
projects were envisioned
as the beginning of our
national economic revival.
However, achieving these
goals seems difficult with
thousands protest ing
across the province.

Balochistan is rich in
minerals but plagued by
discontent. The state ap-
pears to have failed in ad-
dressing the grievances of
its people. While the gov-
ernment uses force to
suppress dissent, it si-
multaneously seeks for-
eign investment for the
region’s mineral wealth.
This presents an alarming
inconsistency in the fed-
eral policy.

Mining presents a
rare chance for the state
to rebuild trust with the
people of Balochistan.
But when we speak of the
people,  we don’t  just
mean the elite or those in
power. We refer to those
who are protesting on the
streets, demanding jus-
tice. They seek fair trials,
the r ight  to  see their
loved ones, the freedom
to choose their leaders,
and the ability to voice
their concerns against the
centre. They fight  for
their rightful share of re-
sources. The old strategy
of controlling the people
through nawabs and
sardars has run its course.

The current  mass
mobilisation is proof that
suppressing the voices of
the people is no longer a
sustainable option. The
state must listen, or risk
losing the opportunity to
heal a long-fractured rela-
tionship.

Mining presents a
chance for the state to re-
build  trust  with
Balochistan.

To engage with in-
digenous people has al-
ways been the foremost
step in the development
of a mining operation -—
from exploration to mine
closure. This sector ex-
tends an opportunity for
indigenous participation
through training, employ-
ment, social investments,
and procurement. These
efforts could make the
mining industry one of
the largest private/public-
sector employers of
Baloch in their province.
But what we see, on the
contrary, is people beg-
ging for fundamental
rights.

As an outcome of
the various geoscience
and feasibility studies,
the consensus is clear
that the most valuable
minerals, including cop-
per, lithium, and gold, are
concentrated in some of
Pakistan’s poorest re-
gions,  ex-Fata and
Balochistan. Yet, instead
of designing policies for
local  development in
these areas,  these re-
sources are primari ly
processed abroad, with
most of the export taking
place to China. At this
point, we lack the capa-
bilities of manufacturing
to compete globally, how-
ever, there could be some
initiatives that could help
gain the trust of local
communities.

Securing access to
minerals of Balochistan
and processing is essen-
tial for a successful revival
of the writ of the centre
in the province. The ac-
cess must be managed
with care, ensuring that
federal policy decisions

do not overlook local en-
gagement at any stage.

The path to utilise
Balochistan’s natural re-
sources must first pass
through addressing the
deep-seated grievances of
the Baloch people. At the
heart of their discontent
lies the unresolved issue
of enforced disappear-
ances. In such a situation,
conferences to attract for-
eign investment held in
Islamabad are irrelevant
until the basic human
rights of the people are
recognised and restored.

Once the outstanding
issues of fundamental
rights are adequately ad-
dressed, the conversation
can shift  to  what  is
equally important: equi-
table sharing of the
province’s natural  re-
sources with its rightful
owners — the Balo--ch
people. It’s an irony that
a region home to re-
sources like the Saindak
copper-gold project, the
Reko Diq mine, and the
Sui gas field  sees i ts
people languishing among
the world’s poorest, with
per capita earnings below
$1,000. When evaluating
any development index
— whether it’s the ratio
of provincial per capita
GDP to the national per
capita GDP, gross re-
gional product (GRP),
Human Development In-
dex, literacy rate, or any
other measure —
Balochistan consistently
ranks at the bottom. This
disparity demonstrates a
contradiction of the fed-
eral policies that continue
to neglect Balochistan’s
rightful share in its own
prosperity.  The young
women who are leading
the BYC are offering
Islamabad a crucial oppor-
tunity — a chance to en-
gage in meaningful dia-
logue. They are hurt. This
is a call to listen with an
open mind,  free from
prejudice, and to expand
the conversation to in-
clude the rightful and just
distribution of resources.
The time for action is now.

Missing NSC

No lessons learned

Ahmed Bilal
Mehboob

August was an extraordinar-
ily bloody month in Paki-
stan, indicating a precarious
internal security situation.
On Aug 23, a convoy of po-
licemen belonging to the Elite
Force of Punjab was am-
bushed by dacoits near
Machka, a small town on
the border of Sindh and
Punjab. At least 12 police-
men were killed in the at-
tack.

Although organised
gangs of dacoits have long
been operating in this river-
ine area — called katcha in
local parlance — this was a
rare premeditated attack on
law enforcers, a sign of the
deteriorating security condi-
tions in the area.

Days later, several
much larger and bloodier in-
cidents of terrorism took
place on Aug 26 in
Balochistan, claiming the
lives of over 50 civilians and
security personnel in Bela,
Musakhel, and Kalat. In
Musakhel, terrorists appar-
ently belonging to the out-
lawed Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) stopped ve-
hicles on the highway and
offloaded and killed 23 per-
sons after identifying them

as Punjabis through their na-
tional identity cards. An im-
portant railway bridge con-
necting Quetta with the rest
of Pakistan was blown up
in Bela.

These incidents, espe-
cially the ones in
Balochistan, were extraordi-
nary acts of terrorism. They
had grave and broad geopo-
litical and geoeconomic rami-
fications, given the critical
development projects being
completed with the assis-
tance of Chinese money and
manpower in the area. These
incidents also fitted neatly
into the pattern of terrorism
targeting CPEC projects.

The security establish-
ment and the governments
in the centre and Balochistan
immediately sprang into ac-
tion and conducted at least
two high-profile meetings
to take stock of the situa-
tion. The Apex Committee
of the National Action Plan
met in Quetta and was
chaired by the prime minis-
ter, with the deputy PM/
minister of foreign affairs,
chief of army staff (COAS),
federal ministers for plan-
ning, interior, commerce, in-
formation and EAD, chief
minister of Balochistan, key
provincial ministers, provin-
cial secretaries, commander
Balochistan corps and senior

Quetta

Waqas Bin Najib

The prime minister inaugu-
rated Chashma-5, a 1,200
MW nuclear plant, after
Ecnec approval in July
2023. The project report-
edly cost around $4 billion.
However, it appears that
we have decided to spend
this money on an unneces-
sary project when the coun-
try is on the brink of eco-
nomic collapse.

In 2021, the Council
of Common Interests ap-
proved the National Elec-
tricity Policy. The policy
aims to provide affordable
electricity. It requires plan-
ners to use modelling for
generation expansion plan-
ning. They must choose the
least-cost technology and
fuel.

Chashma-5 was not
selected in the generation
plans in any modelled sce-
nario. Cheaper options ex-
ist to meet the projected
demand. Chashma-5 re-
places Thar coal in the ex-
pansion plan, the other
baseload option. A 2021
analysis found that
Chashma-5 would raise to-
tal annual power costs by
$500 million compared to
the least-cost plan.

The Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission sup-
ports Chashma-5, citing its

low cost over the project’s
60-year lifespan. However,
the levelised cost is not the
right measure. The first 20
years of the tariff, which
include the debt repayment
period, are more relevant
for analysis.

Nuclear power genera-
tion is no longer a strategic
investment for Pakistan as
it once was. It is only a tech-
nology choice now — an
expensive choice. There is
no technical or economic
justification for this choice.
Today, solar projects can
replace some existing
power schemes if their tar-
iff is below the variable
generation cost. Otherwise,
Pakistan does not have a
supply problem today; it
has a demand problem.

Pakistan has seen elec-
tricity as a supply problem.
It has invested in new
power projects, ignoring
their long-term impact. The
generation pipeline, even
without Chashma-5, is
unaffordable. The cost of
power will further increase
with the planned generation
projects. Engineers plan the
power capacity to meet 100
per cent of the peak de-
mand. The quality of de-
mand is not a criterion.
Low-quality demand is
electricity consumption
that does not produce any

economic output.
One of the issues at the

root of Pakistan’s electric-
ity problems is the unsus-
tainable demand. Industrial
consumption of electricity
is a good indicator of that.
In 2022-23, the industry
consumed only 31,000
GWh (27pc) of electricity
from 113,000 GWh. The
industry consumed 42pc of
electricity in India in the
same year. Bangladesh sells
50pc of its electricity to
industries. China sells 60pc
of its electricity to its in-
dustrial sector. In Pakistan,
the higher cost of electric-
ity is further reducing
industry’s demand. Indus-
try consumed 8.5pc less
electricity in 2022-23 than
in 2021-22.

Today, residential
consumers use half of the
electricity produced in the
country. Most of the elec-
tricity generated does not
produce economic output
or jobs. We use imported
machinery and fuel to pro-
duce electricity to meet this
demand.

Residential electricity
use also contributes to rais-
ing electricity prices in two
ways. The first impact is
seasonal non-utilisation of
generation capacity. Space
cooling (air conditioning)
drives the peak demand in

homes. This results in sea-
sonal variation in demand.
In FY 2022-23, summer
peak demand averaged
29,000 MW. In winter, it
was only 18,000 MW. The
second impact of residen-
tial-dominated consump-
tion is on the average sys-
tem losses. Industrial sup-
ply is often at a higher volt-
age with T&D losses of 3pc
to 5pc compared to 8pc to
10pc for residential supply.

The electricity con-
sumption pattern has dete-
riorated over the last few
decades. In 1980, industry
consumed around 36pc of
the electricity and resi-
dences less than 18pc. The
demand profile worsened in
the previous 40 years, and
we added costly power
plants to meet this demand.
To illustrate this, between
2010 and 2020, annual in-
dustrial electricity use in-
creased by 9,000 GWh.
Only one 1,320 MW coal
power plant can produce
this amount of electricity.
It was enough to serve the
growth in industrial con-
sumption during that pe-
riod.

Pakistan needs eco-
nomic growth. It has a cir-
cular problem: it needs
cheaper electricity to boost
industry, but it needs more
industry to lower electric-

ity costs. Natural gas and
electricity prices are sensi-
tive to foreign exchange
rates. Even Thar coal is dol-
lar-indexed, increasing the
economy’s vulnerability.

The gas-based captive
power industry uses over
10,000 GWh of electricity
a year. Shifting this indus-
try to the electric grid can
lower electricity prices. It
would cut the T&D losses
and spread the cross-sub-
sidy among more consum-
ers.

Developing countries
like Pakistan cannot afford
to serve the growing non-
economic demand.
Policymakers may need to
consider a 20-year policy
of summer loadshedding for
the domestic sector. Or
they could use a load cur-
tailment policy. Load cur-
tailment means reducing the
residential peak demand in
summer. Each customer
will have a limited maxi-
mum allowed load in sum-
mer. If customers exceed the
summer limit, they must
pay a penalty for overload-
ing the system and a higher
tariff. Distribution compa-
nies can implement load
curtailment billing with ex-
isting meters. Shaving the
peak load will reduce the
need for more generation
projects.

civil, police, intelligence and
military officials in atten-
dance.

COAS Gen Syed Asim
Munir later also presided
over a Corps Commanders
Conference at the Pakistan
Army’s General Headquar-
ters in Rawalpindi on Sept
3, where the top military
brass reviewed the security
situation in the country
with a particular focus on
the recent incidents of ter-
rorism in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Conspicuous by its
absence, though, was a
meeting of the National Se-
curity Committee (NSC),
which had almost always
met whenever a serious se-
curity situation arose in the
country in the past. The
NSC, constituted in 2013
after the PML-N govern-
ment returned to power, is
supposed to be the highest
executive forum in the coun-
try for discussing issues re-
lating to national security.
The council brings together
the top military and civil
leadership on one forum, and
represents the first serious
attempt by an elected gov-
ernment to institutionalise
the consultative and deci-
sion-making process on na-
tional security.

The NSC membership

includes the federal minis-
ters for defence, foreign af-
fairs, interior and finance on
the civilian side, and the
chairman joint chiefs of staff
committee and the service
chiefs of the army, air force
and navy on the military
side. In addition, other min-
isters and heads of the intel-
ligence agencies almost regu-
larly attend the NSC meet-
ings on special invitation.

There has been a
chequered record of NSC
meetings since its formation.
Despite the fact that then-
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif was the architect of
the NSC, he convened the
least number of meetings in
his truncated term from
2013 to 2017. He convened
only eight meetings in total,
which corresponds to an
average of about two meet-
ings per year. Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi did much better; his
NSC meetings tally was
eight in a 10-month term,
which would have translated
to an average of 10 meetings
per year. Imran Khan held,
on average, around three
meetings per year, whereas
Shehbaz Sharif, in his pre-
vious term, held an average
five meetings per year.

Lately, there have been
signs that the NSC is being
sidelined. It has not met even

once during the current
seven-month term of the
PML-N-led coalition gov-
ernment, despite the fact
that security challenges have
increased substantially dur-
ing this period. The govern-
ment had created a separate
National Security Division
in 2013 to support the NSC.
One wonders what this di-
vision is doing while the
NSC has not been meeting.

Despite repeated pleas
by various organisations to
hold regular, monthly NSC
meetings, no regular period-
icity has ever been fixed by
any government. Instead,
the forum has met only in
reaction to security crises.
A parliamentary
delegation’s visit to the
UK’s National Security
Council was surprised to
learn that their NSC met
regularly every week under
the chairmanship of their
prime minister, even though
the UK did not face any ac-
tive security challenge at the
time.

Almost all countries
have a platform for civil-mili-
tary consultation, with most
such platforms known as a
national security council.
Usually, these councils are
strongly supported by a
secretariat and robust re-
search wings and think

tanks.
What Pakistan needs,

in view of its mounting se-
curity challenges, is not to
cut down on NSC meetings
but to reinforce the intellec-
tual infrastructure of the Na-
tional Security division, as
originally envisaged for our
NSC by the late Sartaj Aziz,
who had been serving at the
time as the national security
adviser to the prime minis-
ter. The NSC should meet
regularly, at least once a
month, and not just in reac-
tion to specific security-re-
lated episodes but for active
review of the broad security
environment, fully sup-
ported by well-researched
reports. The NSC must also
discuss the broad contours
of civil-military relations in
Pakistan to de-stress any
situation before it turns into
a crisis, like it has repeat-
edly happened in the past.

Currently, the NSC is
constituted through an ex-
ecutive order, but it may be
worthwhile to enact a law
to give stronger legal moor-
ings to this body. Lastly, the
NSC should be a consulta-
tive forum and not a deci-
sion-making body, as deci-
sion-making in a parliamen-
tary democracy is the pre-
rogative of the elected cabi-
net of ministers only.

Policies like load cur-
tailment and loadshedding
have a political aspect.
They go against citizen ex-
pectations. Political par-
ties must own the policy
and communicate its needs
to the people. Electricity
access and supply are part
of the political economy.
All citizens must have ac-
cess to electricity. Supply
could be only to a manage-
able extent.

Available solutions to
economic problems are
complex and political. The
collapse is easy to foresee
without a legitimate politi-
cal government imple-
menting reforms.

Writing about poli-
cies in today’s institutional
and political chaos feels
odd. Nonetheless, we
should reform the sector,
manage demand, and plan
for cheaper electricity. Pa-
kistan should focus on the
Thar coal cluster for future
baseload power. It must
use competitive bidding to
contract new power
plants. It should only do
this at the right time and
for the required capacity.
It needs to focus on indus-
trial supply and suppress
residential demand. These
will fix some structural is-
sues and support the
economy.
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SARGODHA: Newly appointed Provincial Minister Ushr and Zakat Rana
Munawar Ghous Khan being warmly welcomed upon his arrival.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Information Azma Bukhari being briefed by
DGPR Punjab Dr. Shensha Faisal Azeem about the department.

LAHORE: Punjab Governor / Chancellor Kind Edward Medical University presides over the 16th Sen-
ate session of University.

PESHAWAR: Political leadership of Tank District meeting with Khyber
Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi.

HAVELI KAHUTA: Federal Minister for Kashmir
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan Engr. Amir Muqam
offering Fateha after laying floral wreath at the
grave of  late PML-N Leader and former Minister
AJK Ch Muhammad Aziz in Haveli Kahuta, AJK.

LAHORE: Member National Assembly and leader
of PML-N Bilal Azhar Kayani is addressing a press
conference in Model Town.

Clean environment for future
generations PML-N govt’s

priority: Marriyum
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Senior Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb has said the
Pakistan Muslim League-
N (PML-N) government is
taking comprehensive
measures to prevent smog,
and provide a clean
environment for the future
generations as a priority.

“We will have to play
our part to provide a clean
environment to the coming
generations,” she said while
addressing a press

conference here on
Saturday. She regretted
that Pakistan Tehreeke-
Insaf (PTI) government did
not make any plan to tackle
the smog issue during its
four-year term. “We, as a
nation, has to play our part
to provide clean and clear
environment for the future
generations,” she added.

The senior provincial
minister said that smog
was an gigantic problem,
adding the air quality was

worsening and becoming
life-threatening for
citizens.

The air quality index
of Lahore, Kasur and
Sheikhupura had reached
alarming levels, she added.
“If it is not controlled well
in time, it will take a
dangerous toxic form,” she
warned. In October,
November and December,
Lahore’s air quality index
reaches 450, while it is
recorded around 50 across

the world, which is
considered normal, the
minister informed.

“Diseases due to
smog are increasing; most
of children are affected by
smog. Those who are
suffering from cancer and
breast diseases are at a risk
of before-time death and
serious diseases,”
Marriyum warned. She
said the smog problem had
intensified in the last four
to five years.

Governor pledges support
for International Medical

School at Muridke
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Governor Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan has
committed full backing for
establishment of an
International Medical
School on Narowal Road,
Muridke.

The announcement
came during the 16th
session of King Edward
Medical University
(KEMU) on Saturday,
where the governor, while
presiding as the
university’s chancellor,
praised Vice Chancellor
Professor Mahmood Ayaz
and his team for their
outstanding contributions
to the medical field,
including offering 100 per

cent tuition-free education
to students. The governor
stressed his dedication to
ensuring the university’s
continued progress and
pledged his support to
assist the KEMU in any
capacity required.

The session was also
attended by Punjab Health
Minister Khawaja Salman
Rafique, serving as Pro-
Chancellor of KEMU, who
underscored the
government’s focus on
promoting quality medical
research in Punjab. He
hailed the establishment of
the International Medical
School at Muridke as a
major milestone for the
province’s healthcare

education system.
During the meeting,

the governor also approved
KEMU’s budgets for the
fiscal years 2023-24 and
2024-25. Professor Abrar
Ashraf presented updates
on various development
projects currently
underway at the university.

The session was
attended by notable
figures, including Justice
Shahram Sarwar Chaudhry,
Principal Secretary to the
Governor Capt. ® Saqib
Zafar, Vice Chancellor of
Fatima Jinnah Medical
University Prof. Khalid
Masood Gondal, and other
distinguished faculty
members and officials.

CM Murad calls JPMC Prof
Shahid asset on securing

honorary degree from UK
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister (CM) Syed
Murad Ali Shah
congratulated Executive
Director of Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC) for being
awarded an honorary
degree in the UK for his
outstanding performance
in the field of surgery.

Prof. Dr. Shahid
Rasool, the expert surgeon
and executive director of
Sindh’s largest government
hospital, received an
honorary degree from the
Scottish Royal College of
Surgeons, Edinburgh. It
may be noted that the
membership and
fellowship degrees of this
institution are awarded
based on examination
performance.

There are two Royal
Colleges in Scotland, the
Royal College of Glasgow
and the Royal College of
Edinburgh. Professor
Shahid Rasool has obtained

his first degree from the
Royal College of Glasgow
and now has attained an
honour from the latter.

The Sindh CM stated
that Professor Shahid
Rasool’s services in the
Department of Surgery are
exemplary. He said, “Prof
Rasool has been an asset
to Pakistan” and added that
not only has he made the
whole country proud, but
has represented the
government of Sindh at the
esteemed college.

The Sindh
government is committed
to its progress and
development for the
people of the country in
general and Karachi

in particular, the CM
said. Prof. Shahid Rasool
has championed several
robotic surgeries at Jinnah
Hospital and is also
credited with giving special
training in robotic surgery
to several doctors of Jinnah
Hospital.

7 Sept reminds of unwavering
commitment of Pak Air Force

to defence of air borders: Tessori
KARACHI (APP):Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tesori has
said in his message on the
occasion of Air Force Day
that September 7 reminds
of the unwavering
commitment of Pakistan
Air Force towards the
defence of air borders.

He said, ‘On the
occasion of the historic
day, I pay tribute to the

Pakistan Air Force, the
guardian of the air borders
of the country.’ He further
said that on the 7th of
September, Shaheens of the
Pakistan Air Force crushed
the enemy.

The Shaheens had
broken the back of the
enemy by shooting down
more than 50 planes, he
said.

Governor Tessoris

said that in the war of
1965, the Pakistan Air
Force showed its great
strength and defeated the
enemy many times bigger
than itself with its spirit of
faith.

“Today, Pakistan Air
Force is fully capable of
dealing with all kinds of
challenges. The entire
nation is proud of its Air
Force”, he added.

Minister visits Muzaffargarh,
inspects registration of

the disabled

Minister announces
capacity evaluation for
Children’s Hospitals

CJ PHC inaugurates
Tehsil Judicial
Complex Oghi

Bus operators filling cases in
spite of free shuttle service
to new terminal: Sharjeel

People must recognise
their real enemy: Azma

MD SEF Kazi get one of
Pak top CEO awards

CM takes
notice of

electricity
suspension

in Civil hospital
KARACHI(APP): The
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has taken
notice of the electricity
suspension at the Civil
Hospital Karachi here on
Saturday.

He directed that the
administration of K-
Electric should
immediately restore
electricity to the civil
hospital.

The Chief Minister
Sindh directed the Health
Secretary and Energy
Secretary to get electricity
restored.

The CM was
informed that the
electricity of the civil
hospital was suspended
due to a cable fault.

The CM Murad said
that electricity distribution
companies should resolve
their technical problems in
time so that things did not
get worse.

He said that there had
been a problem in the
treatment of patients in the
Civil Hospital for the
previous day and  it should
be removed immediately.

He directed that if the
fault in the cable was not
being removed then a
separate cable should be
laid immediately.

Man killed
over land
dispute

SARGODHA (APP): A
man was killed over a land
dispute in the jurisdiction
of Bhalwal police
station,here on Saturday.

According to details,
one Basharat r/o Chak no
08 NB had a land dispute
with his nephews namely
as Ghulam Abbas and
Liaqat Ali for a long time.

On the day of
incident,accused Ghulam
Abbas and Liaqat Ali
argued with their uncle
over the matter.After
exchange of harsh
words,they both allegedly
killed Basharat with a
dagger.Upon receiving
i n f o r m a t i o n , p o l i c e
concerned rushed on the
spot ,shifted the body to
Tehsil headquarter hospital
Bhalwal for postmortem.

12 dead, 1,564
injured in Punjab
road accidents

LAHORE (APP): At least
12 people were killed and
1,564 others injured in
1,441 road accidents in
Punjab during the last 24
hours.

As many as 688
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
876 with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

Private airlines
plane narrowly
escapes accident

at Karachi
airport

KARACHI (Online): An
Islamabad bound  private
airlines plane escaped
disaster after it was hit by
a bird soon after it was
about to take  off from
Karachi airport.

Pilot of the plane
applied emergency brakes,
stopped the plane and
brought it back to parking
area. As soon as pilot of a
private airlines flight PA-
208 from Karachi to
Islamabad sped the plane
on runway to take off it
was  hit by  a bird . The
pilot  applied  emergency
brakes. The passengers of
the plane received intense
jolts and panic erupted
among them. The
passengers were shifted to
the airport lounge and the
flight was cancelled.

Punjab govt committed to
people’s welfare: Minister

Two quacks
booked

SARGODHA(APP): Two
quacks were booked while
their clinics were sealed in
a crackdown launched by
the Health
Department,here on
Saturday.

According to official
sources,on the direction of
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) Health Dr Asad
Aslam,a team, headed by
Deputy District Officer
Health,Irfan Ahmed
conducted raids at various
localities and sealed two
quacks” clinics including
Ali medical store and clinic
which was being run by
quack Jabran Ali and Aziz-
Ur-Rehman pharmacy
located at 25 block.

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Social Welfare Sohail
Shaukat Butt, accompanied
by Secretary Social Welfare
and Bait-ul-Mal Punjab
Javed Akhtar Mehmood,
visited the Muzaffargarh
district, and inspected the
process of registration of
the disabled under Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif ’s Himmat Card
scheme.

He traveled to several
remote villages in the
district including Badu
Melhi, Kale Wala, Mohalla
Peepal Wala and Moazzam
Bhattapur. He personally
registered many
underprivileged and needy

individuals with
disabilities for the Himmat
Card. He also met families
of the individuals and
issued instructions for the
Social Welfare Department
to provide assistive devices
and other financial
support.

While passing
through the route, the
provincial minister noticed
a school bus carrying
children from Multan and
personally went to speak
with them.

He inquired about
their school and even
recorded a video message
from the children for Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique has
announced that the
capacity of children’s
hospitals across Punjab is
being thoroughly evaluated
in the light of the chief
minister’s children’s heart
surgery programme.

Chairing a meeting at
the Punjab Institute of
Cardiology on Saturday, he
said that a comprehensive
review of the heart surgery
programme had been
conducted.  He said that
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif
was spearheading the
project to ensure that
children requiring heart
surgery in government
hospitals were prioritized.

He said that to ensure
smooth implementation
and transparency, an online
dashboard would be
developed to monitor the
program’s performance.
“This project will lead to
an immediate improvement
in the pediatric heart

surgery system across the
province,” he said. “The
Punjab government is
committed to increasing
the capacity of its
children’s hospitals to
better serve the young
patients,” the minister
said.

Khawaja Salman
added that the initiative
aims to establish an
integrated system for
children’s heart surgeries.
“Insha-Allah, if we can
save even one innocent
child’s life through this
project, our mission will be
accomplished,” he added.

The meeting was
attended by Chairman
Board of Management
Punjab Institute of
Cardiology Professor
Farqad Alamgir, Special
Secretary Development
Syed Wajid Ali Shah,
administration from the
Rawalpindi Institute of
Cardiology, the Dean of
Children’s Hospital
Multan, and the Executive
Director of Multan.

LARKANA (APP): The
Sindh Education
Foundation (SEF) has
proudly announced that its
Managing Director Abdul
Kabir Kazi has been
honoured with one of
Pakistan’s top CEO awards
here on Saturday.

This prestigious
accolade recognizes the
Kazi’s exemplary
leadership, vision, and
relentless dedication to
advancing education and
development in Sindh.

In a statement, SEF
Regional Head Dilshad
Ahmed Pirzada and
District Head Shoaib
Bhutto including a School’s
partners Shah Muhammad
along with others expressed
immense pride in this
recognition.

“The award is not
only a reflection of our
Managing Director ’s
accomplishments but also
a testament to SEF’s

ongoing mission to
improve educational access
and quality in Sindh’s most
underserved areas.

Under their visionary
leadership, we have made
remarkable strides in
empowering students,
educators, and
communities alike.”

This significant
achievement comes as the
SEF continues its tireless
work in transforming
educational opportunities
in remote and marginalized
regions of Sindh, positively
impacting thousands of
students and teachers.

The CEO award
underscores the
importance of education in
shaping Pakistan’s future
and acknowledges the
managing director’s pivotal
role in driving this essential
change. “This award is a
tribute to the hard work and
dedication of the entire SEF
team.”

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Justice (CJ) Peshawar High
Court (PHC), Justice
Ishtiaq Ibrahim on
Saturday inaugurated
Tehsil Judicial Complex
Oghi, District Mansehra.

He was accompanied
by Justice Ijaz Anwar,
Senior Puisne Judge,
Justice Muhammad
Naeem Anwar, Justice Ijaz
khan, Registrar Peshawar
High Court.

Speaking on the

occasion, the chief guest
termed the judicial complex
as a milestone to enhance
the efficiency and
accessibility of judicial
system. We should remain
steadfast in our
commitment to serve all
individuals especially
those who are less
fortunate, he emphasized
adding, “we must
safeguard the rights of
poor and marginalized
segments of the society”.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Information
Azma Bukhari has said that
certain elements are making
hollow slogans to hold
public gathering, but
people should keep their
eyes open and recoginse
their real enemy.

In a statement issued
here on Saturday, she said,
“Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
has no funds and money
for holding public
gathering.”

Azma said that the
sit-in party had converted

into ‘chaos’ party and
added that the venom,
which the PTI wanted to
spit out against the
country’s institutions in
the public gathering, the
same venom it was spitting
out in press conferences
and statements on daily
basis. She said that the PTI
founder could go to any
extent to come out of jail.
If the ‘chaos’ party would
instigate people to create
unrest in Punjab, the state
machinery would come
into action.

SARGODHA (APP):
N e w l y - a p p o i n t e d
Provincial Minister for
Ushr and Zakat Rana
Munawar Ghous Khan has
said the Punjab government
is committed to welfare of
people, and all resources
would be utilised for the
purpose. He was speaking
at various welcoming
ceremonies, organised by
the Pakistan Muslim

League-Nawaz (PML-N)
workers and local leaders,
on his arrival in Sargodha
in different areas of his
constituency, on Saturday.
The minister expressed
gratitude to the PML-N
workers and leaders over
their trust in him and
assured the people of
Sargodha that he would
fulfill his responsibilities
with utmost dedication.

Capacity charges to IPPs
SHC issues notice to

federal govt others on
petition against payment

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Senior Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon on Saturday
said that despite the
provision of a free shuttle
service to the new terminal
in Karachi, some bus
operators have filed cases
on false and fabricated
grounds.

He said that some
operators were resisting
legal action or pursuing
personal interests,
attempting to pressure
public officeholders.

In a statement, Sindh
Senior Minister for
Information, Transport,

Excise, Taxation, and
Narcotics Control, Sharjeel
Inam Memon, said

that the transfer of
terminals will be ensured
under all circumstances,
pressure is being exerted,
but the work will continue
regardless.

He said that the
purpose of shifting the
terminals outside the city
of Karachi is to eliminate
illegal bus stands from city
roads. The transport
department is committed
to upholding the rule of law
and complying with court
orders.

KARACHI (Online):
Sindh High Court (SHC)
has issued notice to federal
government, secretary
energy, NEPRA, K-
Electric and others on the
petition against payment
of capacity charges to
Independent Power
Producers ( IPPs).

The petition filed
against payment of
capacity charges to IPPs
came up for hearing in SHC
Saturday.

Sohail Hamid counsel
for the petitioner took the
plea Supreme Court (SC)
had ordered to conduct
forensic audit of IPPs.
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MULTAN: Farmers ladies are busy plucking green chili from field.

HYDERABAD: A worker preparing rickshaw body
at his workplace Goods Naka Road.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Switzerland to Pakistan Georg Steiner visit-
ing the stalls after inaugurating “Crafts Festival” held in a local hotel in the
Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: People buying used vehicles parts at Mandi Morr area of the
Federal Capital.

RAWALPINDI: Citizens shopping at the Sahulat Bazaar at 6th Road set up
by the Punjab government in the city.

LAHORE: A gypsy woman busy in preparing tradi-
tional basket with branches of tree outside her
makeshift house on the bank of River Ravi in the
Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: Vendor is busy in displaying traditional
carpet to attract customers at his roadside setup.

Bilal Azhar Kayani says;
Strong economy vital for
strong national defence

LAHORE (APP): National
Parliamentary Taskforce
on Sustainable
Development Goals
Convener Bilal Azhar
Kayani, MNA, said on
Saturday that economy
was a main pillar for strong
national defence.

Addressing a press
conference at the PML-N
Secretariat here, he said:
“Only those countries are
strong in terms of national
defence who have strong
economies.” He said that
whenever the PML-N
government came to power,
it  caused economic
stability in the country. He
said that during the first six
months after coming to
power, the PML-N had
worked hard and made
sincere efforts to deal with
challenges facing the
country.

Bilal Azhar said that
sincere efforts of the
incumbent government had

yielded positive results,
adding that no doubt things
were still difficult for a
common man. He said that
currently country’s foreign
exchange reserves were $9
billion, adding that when
the figure would increase
up to $15 billion, things
would further improve.
The convener said that the
government was moving in
the right direction, adding
that country’s currency
was stable as it was
essential for economic
activities.

Regarding inflation,
he said that it was at 23
per cent in February, and
now it had reduced to less
than 10 per cent. The PML-
N made a promise to bring
down inflation rate and it
fulfilled its promise 10 to
11 months prior to the
given timeframe in this
regard, he added. He said
that in six months, per litre
price of petrol had reduced

by Rs 21 and price of
‘Roti’ had also reduced in
Punjab.

Kayani said that
policy rate of State Bank
had also reduced to 19.50
per cent from 22 per cent,
adding that according to his
understanding, the policy
rate had tendency to further
reduce. Policy rate had a
direct link with inflation
rate, he said and hoped that
it would go down further
as inflation rate had
reduced and this would
help those who were
interested in doing
business. He said that
remittances were backbone
of country’s foreign
exchange reserves and in
July, record figure of
remittances had been
noticed. He said the
government was not only
making efforts to control
inflation but taking
measures to provide
maximum relief to people.

ICCI President, Maldivian
ambassador discuss bilateral

trade opportunities

Work on DI Khan Int’l airport,
inauguration of Chashma lift
bank canal this year: Kundi

Around 40 technical trade
centers blacklisted: BEOE

Pakistani fruit, juice
exports to China
surge this year

CEO Metrix Pakistan
praises KP government for
promoting Youth, IT SectorFCCI holds function to

honour martyrs’ families,
talented people of Faisalabad

Kissan Ittehad calls for
‘agriculture emergency’
amid growing challenges

DC inaugurates Kissan
Card programme

Commissioner orders
consistent inspection of
vegetables supply chain

Mazhar Nasir says:
Cut interest

rates to revive
economy

KARACHI (INP): Syed
Mazhar Ali Nasir, Former
Senior Vice President of the
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI) and
Vice Chairman UBG Sindh
Region has appealed to the
government and the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to
consider the long-standing
demand of the business
community for an
immediate reduction in
bank interest rates in the
upcoming Monetary
Policy.

With inflation rates
already dropping to 9%,
Syed Mazhar Ali Nasir
emphasized that a 4%
reduction in interest rates
is crucial to provide relief
to the business community,
which is facing economic
challenges due to exorbitant
power and gas charges.
This has resulted in
diminished economic
activity, reduced exports,
lower foreign direct
investment, and increased
unemployment.Pakistan’s
economy is currently facing
a critical juncture, with a
slowing GDP growth rate,
a widening trade deficit,
and decreasing foreign
exchange reserves. The
country’s economic
growth has been hindered
by high interest rates.

Gold rates
decline by
Rs.2,000 to
Rs.261,500

ISLAMABAD(APP): The
per tola price of 24 karat
gold decreased by Rs.2,000
and was sold at Rs.261,500
on Saturday compared to
its sale at Rs.263,500 on
last trading day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs.1,714 to
Rs. 224,194 from Rs.
225,908 whereas the price
of 10 gram 22 karat gold
went down to Rs.205,511
from Rs. 207,083, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
silver decreased by Rs.50
to Rs.2,850 whereas that
of ten gram silver went
down by Rs.42.87 to
Rs.2,443.41.

Ghee, cooking
oil prices go
down in Pak

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Utility Stores
Corporation has reduced
prices of essential items,
including cooking oil, ghee,
and others, by up to 10%
across Pakistan.

The decision comes
after the country’s
inflation rate dropped to a
single digit, with the core
inflation measured by the
Consumer Price Index
(CPI) reaching a 34-month
low of 9.6% in August
2024. The price reduction,
effective immediately,
affects over 800 items,
with decreases ranging from
Rs8 to Rs200.

The new prices apply
to various products,
including tea, detergent,
noodles, ketchup, tetra
pack milk, powdered milk,
spices, pickles, soap, and
toothpaste.

The Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP)
subsidy at Utility Stores
Corporation has been
temporarily suspended,
with authorities promising
to reinstate it soon under a
new procedure.

Meanwhile, the
management of Utility
Stores Corporation has
initiated a new strategy
aimed at providing
excellent services and
ensuring the availability of
high-quality and affordable
goods. The recent drop in
inflation is a positive sign
for the country’s economy,
with the CPI inflation rate
decreasing from 11.1% in
July 2024 to 9.6% in
August 2024.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
High Commissioner of
Maldives to Pakistan
Mohamed Thoha on
Saturday emphasized the
need for direct air links
between Maldives and
Pakistan to foster
brotherly relations and
promote bilateral tourism.

He made these
remarks during a visit to
the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), where he met with
President Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari to explore new
avenues of bilateral
cooperation, according to a
press release issued here.

Thoha highlighted the
rich trade and business

potential between the two
countries, particularly in
the export of high-grade
tuna from Maldives to
Pakistan.

He described Pakistan
as a fascinating country
with hospitable inhabitants
and identified
opportunities for
strengthening business ties
in sectors like fruit and
vegetable exports.

The High
Commissioner also
showcased his country’s
i n v e s t o r - f r i e n d l y
environment, offering visa
exemptions and real estate
investment opportunities.

He mentioned
Maldives’ plans to build

36,000 apartments in Male’
and invited Pakistani
investors to explore this
sector. Thoha emphasized
the importance of reviving
the South Asian
Association of Regional
States (SAARC) to
strengthen regional
cooperation.

Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari commended
the High Commissioner’s
efforts to advance bilateral
business ties and suggested
collaborative efforts to
promote tourism.

He also highlighted
the potential for exchange
programs, close
collaboration between
Chambers of Commerce.

I S LAM AB A D ( AP P ) :
Bureau of Emigration and
Overseas Employment
(BEOE) an attached
department of the Ministry
of Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource
Development (OP&HD)
had blacklisted around 40
technical trade centers
across the country due to
the complaints and
involved in fraud cases
with innocent citizens.

An official source told
APP that the main function
of this department is to
control and regulate
emigration under the
Emigration Ordinance,
1979, and promote the
Emigration of Pakistani
Citizens. It is also the
responsibility to look after
the emigrants’ interests and
welfare and advise the
Federal Government on
emigration policies and
procedures. Monitoring
and supervision of
Overseas Employment
Promoters through 7

Protectorates of Emigrants
Offices and Processing of
Overseas Employment
Promoters (OEP)
Licences,  he added. BEOE
also provides the platform
for pre-departure briefing
to Emigrants and
mandatory Insurance
coverage to Pakistani
workers abroad.
Memorandum of
Understating with Foreign
Countries for Export of
Manpower and
Management of State Life
Emigrants Insurance Fund
(SLEIF) were the main
functions of this
department. He said that
BEOE has advised the
foreign job-seekers to only
reach out to the valid
Overseas Employment
Promoters to avert any loss
of time, money, and their
energies. He said there
were only 2,577 Overseas
Employment Promoters
(OEP) licenses that were
valid as more than 5048
licenses.

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Founder and CEO of
Metrix Pakistan Hassan
Nisar on Saturday praised
the government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) for its
continued support in
helping foster a thriving
business ecosystem within
the region. Talking to APP,
Hassan highlighted the
crucial role played by
various governmental
departments, including the
Directorate of Youth
Affairs, in making Metrix
Pakistan’s initiatives a
resounding success.

He said, “We have
successfully held over 25
events, summits and
networking forums under
the umbrella of Metrix
Pakistan in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa during the
past few years. Such
success would not have
materialized without the
KP government’s full
support because they
backed our programs very
strongly including all
relevant ministers.”

Nisar claimed that out
of all the governments he
has worked with in
Pakistan, the government
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
stands out as most
committed to empowering
its youth and developing
the IT sector. “I have
worked with different
governments across the
country but KP is unique
in placing utmost
importance on its youth
and IT sectors,” he added.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) organised a
function here on Saturday
to honour families of
martyrs, and present
awards to local talented
people, who excelled in
their specific fields.

Renowned scholar,
philanthropist and
businessman Syed Sarfraz
Ahmad Shah, speaking at
the ceremony, appreciated
the efforts, saying it would
produce a chain reaction
and motivate elders of
other cities to arrange such
functions to highlight their
local asset and pride at the
national level.

He mentioned

General Aamir Riaz of Pak
Army, who hailed from
Faisalabad, saying
everyone appreciated the
expertise and
professionalism of General
Riaz by dubbing him as the
“brain of the army” and
“engine of the army”.

About Air Marshal
Arshad Mahmood Malik,
he said he was very humble
and Allah likes humility
and rewards such
personalities with its
unending bounties.

Akhuwat Foundation
Chairman Dr Amjad Saqib
said his great grandfather,
grandfather and father were
buried in a small village near
Dijkot and he was a true
Faisalabadian.

MULTAN (APP):
Commissioner Multan
Division Maryam Khan
ordered on Saturday
consistent inspection of
supply chain of vegetable
markets to ensure
transparency in the supply
and demand system with
an aim to provide
affordable vegetables to the
public.

Addressing a meeting
here, she stressed the
importance of stabilising
prices of essential
vegetables, particularly
potatoes, onions, and
tomatoes, and some others.
There should be consistent
supply at lower prices, she
said.

“The Punjab
government has assigned us
the task of controlling
artificial inflation to
provide direct relief to the
citizens,” said Maryam
Khan.

She directed the
deputy commissioners of
Vehari, Multan, Lodhran
and  Khanewal to take
proactive measures to
maintain price stability
across their respective
districts.  “Deputy
commissioners should
consult all stakeholders and
issue notifications for
official prices after
thorough discussions,” she
added.

DC Multan Wasim
Hamid Sindhu highlighted
that strict monitoring of
prices, from the markets to
retail stores, was
underway. He warned that
profiteering, especially in
local agricultural products,
would not be tolerated.

The meeting was
attended by traders from
vegetable markets across
the division, along with
officials from the relevant
departments.

BEIJING (APP): The
latest data from the
General Administration of
Customs of China
(GACC) shows that during
the January-July period of
2024, Pakistan’s frozen
orange juice exports to
China reached
unprecedented levels,
showcasing the growing
demand for Pakistani
produce in the Chinese
market.

C o m m e r c i a l
Counselor at the Pakistan
Embassy in China, Ghulam
Qadir told China Economic
Net that the surge in
exports can be attributed to
the China-Pakistan Free
Trade Agreements between
the two countries, as well
as the concerted efforts by
the Pakistani government
and exporters to diversify
and expand their
international markets. He
added that China’s growing
appetite for high-quality,
nutritious fruits and juices
has provided a lucrative
opportunity for Pakistani
producers to capitalize on

this market.
“From January-July

2024 fruit juices and other
related items’ exports to
China crossed $1.546
million, an increase of
226% as compared to last
year in the same period.
Frozen orange juice
commodity code
(20091100) crossed $1.54
million. Pakistani fresh
mangoes are also gaining
popularity in the Chinese
market and in the first
seven months 4,214 kg of
mangoes were imported by
Chinese enterprises. In
contrast, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister also gifted
Pakistani mangoes to
Chinese leadership and
Chinese enterprises this
year”, he added. He further
said that the robust export
growth underscores the
immense potential for
further collaboration and
trade between Pakistan and
China in the agricultural
sector. He said that as both
countries continue
strengthening their
economic ties.

MULTAN (APP):
Pakistan Kissan Ittehad
Chairman Khalid Khokhar
has urged the government
to declare an agriculture
emergency in the country
to address the sector’s
mounting challenges and
uplift the living standards
of the farming community.

Speaking at a press
conference on Saturday, he
highlighted the rising cost
of production, low crop
prices, and the adverse
impacts of climate change
as the key threats facing
farmers. He expressed
concerns over remarkable
decline in cotton
production, a vital cash
crop for Pakistan. He
warned that the slump in
cotton output would
inevitably impact the
textile industry.
“Agriculture is the
backbone of our economy,”
he said, fearing that the
upcoming wheat season

could also see a decline in
its yield.

The Kissan Ittehad
chairman regretted that
political leaders had failed
to provide necessary
attention and support to
the sector. He demanded
the government ensure
timely sale and payment
for sugarcane crop. He
urged swift action to
resolve the issue of unpaid
dues owed by sugar mills,
which he estimated at Rs
20 billion. “Farmers need
immediate relief, and these
payments should be made
without further delay,” he
stressed.

Khokhar also raised
alarm over the cost of
electricity for agricultural
use, which he said had
surged to nearly Rs 60 to
70 per unit. This, he
pointed out, was higher
than the rate offered to
industries, which stands at
Rs 48 per unit. “For the

LODHRAN (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Abdur Rauf Mahr formally
inaugurated Punjab Chief
Minister’s Kissan Card
programme, here on
Saturday.He distributed
the cards among farmers at
Kanju Hall District
Council. Deputy Director
Agriculture Extension
Muhammad Zafar Malik,
Assistant Director
Agriculture Muhammad
Dilshad, officials, and a
large number of farmers
were present. Abdul Rauf
Mahar told farmers
distribution of Punjab Chief
Minister’s Kissan Cards
had been started across the

district. He said that eligible
farmers were receiving
approval messages for the
Kissan Card, and they were
collecting their cards from
distribution centres. He said
that Kissan Card
distribution centres had
been established in all three
tehsils of the district. The
DC said that under the
Punjab Chief Minister’s
A g r i c u l t u r e
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n
Programme, exemplary
steps were being taken for
prosperity of farmers. He
said that so far, 22,516
applications had been
received for the Kissan
Card across the district.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi has said that the
Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority has started the
process of purchasing land
for the Dera Ismail Khan
International Airport and
work on the project would
start this year.

In a statement issued
here Saturday, he said that
this project of significant
importance would change
the fate of not only DI
Khan but also the southern
districts. The governor

expressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister of Pakistan
and the relevant ministry
over the project.

Meanwhile, the Civil
Aviation Authority has
written instructions to
Deputy Commissioner DI
Khan to acquire 1817 acres
of land for DI Khan
International Airport, said
a letter issued by
Additional Director Estate.
The letter sought
acquisition of land in Moza
Yarik and Galloti for
construction of the project.

Meanwhile district

President of PPP Tank
Sardar Hidayatullah Khan
Gandapur, former Nazim
Union Council Gul Imam
Shakir Khan Kundi called
on the governor here at the
governor house and
discussion issues related to
Tank Zam.

Faisal Karim Kundi
said that construction of
small dams was inevitable
for development of the
province and prosperity of
the people, adding that the
small dams in the southern
districts of KP would
generate electricity.
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Israeli strikes in Gaza kill
61 in 48 hours as UN
pursues vaccinations

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Israeli military
strikes across the Palestin-
ian Gaza Strip killed at least
61 people in the space of
48 hours, local medics said
on Saturday, as Israeli
forces battled Hamas-led
militants in the territory.

Eleven months into
the war, numerous rounds
of diplomacy have so far
failed to clinch a ceasefire
deal to end the conflict and
bring the release of Israeli
and foreign hostages held in
Gaza as well as many Pal-
estinians jailed in Israel.

An Israeli airstrike in
on the Halima al-Sa’diyya
school compound serving
as a shelter for displaced
people in the Jabalia urban
refugee camp killed at least
eight people and wounded
15 others, medics said.

The Israeli military
said the strike had targeted
a Hamas command centre
inside the compound. It ac-
cused the Islamist militant
group of repeatedly ex-
ploiting civilians and civil-

Prime Minister of Ireland Simon Harris shakes hands with British counterpart
Keir Starmer as they meet for talks at Farmleigh House, in Dublin, Ireland.

Quetta

Turkey’s Erdogan
calls for Islamic

alliance against Israel

Thailand’s PM
Paetongtarn vows to

stimulate the economy

Monitoring Desk
ISTANBUL:  Turkish
Pres iden t  Tayyip
Erdogan said on Saturday
Islamic countries should
form an alliance against
what he called “the grow-
ing threat of expansion-
ism” from Israel.

He made the com-
ment after  descr ibing
what  Palest in ian  and
Turkish officials said was
the ki l l ing by Israel i
t roops of a  Turkish-
American woman taking
part in a protest on Fri-
day against settlement
expansion in the Israeli-
occupied West Bank.

 “The only step that
wil l stop Israeli arro-
gance, Israeli banditry,
and Israeli state terror-

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand’s
Prime Minister Paetongtarn
Shinawatra said on Satur-
day her new government
will seek to stimulate the
economy “right away” and
will continue with the poli-
cies of former premier
Srettha Thavisin.

She held a special cabi-
net meeting earlier in the
day to prepare policies that
will be delivered at a 2-day
meeting of parliament on
Thursday and Friday that
will mark the formal be-
ginning of her administra-
tion.

Paetongtarn was
elected prime minister by
the country’s House of
Representatives last
month following the shock
removal of Srettha by a
court for ethical violations.

She said her govern-
ment will mainly continue
the policies of her prede-

cessor with some adjust-
ments. This includes tack-
ling issues such as debt re-
structuring, supporting
small and medium-sized
enterprises as well as
boosting the agricultural
and tourism sectors.

“Our work will con-
tinue from Srettha’s gov-
ernment, particularly in
stimulating the economy,”
Paetongtarn said at her
first press conference
since her cabinet was
sworn in by King Maha
Vajiralongkorn a day ear-
lier.

She did not directly
address a question about
potential adjustments to
the government’s flag-
ship digital wallet scheme
or when it might be imple-
mented. The scheme calls
for 50 million Thais to
each receive 10,000 baht
($295) via a smartphone
application.

ism is the alliance of Is-
lamic countries,” Erdogan
said at an Islamic schools’
association event near
Istanbul.

He said recent steps
that Turkey has taken to
improve ties with Egypt
and Syria are aimed at
“forming a line of solidar-
ity against the growing
threat of expansionism,”
which he said also threat-
ened Lebanon and Syria.

Erdogan hosted
Egypt ian  P res iden t
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi in
Ankara this week and
they discussed the Gaza
war and ways to further
repair their long-frozen
ties during what was the
first such presidential
visit in 12 years.

Israeli soldiers fatally shot
an American woman at a West
Bank protest, witnesses say

Monitoring Desk
NABLUS: Israeli soldiers
killed an American woman
demonstrating against
settlements in the West
Bank on Friday, according
to two witnesses who said
she was shot while posing
no threat to Israeli forces
and during a moment of
calm after clashes earlier in
the afternoon. Two Pales-
tinian doctors said 26-year-
old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi of
Seattle was shot in the
head.

The United States
government confirmed
Eygi’s death but did not say
whether the recent gradu-
ate of the University of
Washington, who was also
a Turkish citizen, had been
shot by Israeli troops. The
White House said it was
“deeply disturbed” by the
killing of a U.S. citizen and
called on Israel to investi-
gate what happened.

The Israeli military
said it was looking into re-
ports that troops had killed
a foreign national while fir-
ing at an “instigator of vio-
lent activity” in the area of
the protest.

On Thursday, Israeli
troops shot and killed a 13-

year-old Palestinian girl,
Bana Laboom, in her village
outside the West Bank
town of Nabul, Palestinian
health officials said. There
was no immediate military
comment on the report.

Eygi, a volunteer with
the activist group Interna-
tional Solidarity Move-
ment, was attending a
weekly demonstration
against settlement expan-
sion that has been held for
years and has often brought
Israeli crackdowns and pro-
tester stone-throwing.

Jonathan Pollak, an
Israeli participating in
Friday’s protest, said the
shooting occurred shortly
after dozens of Palestinians
and international activists
held a communal prayer on
a hillside outside the north-
ern West Bank town of
Beita overlooking the Israeli
settlement of Evyatar.

Shireen Abu Akleh —
a Palestinian-American
journalist with the Al
Jazeera news network —
was shot to death covering
an Israeli raid in the West
Bank in 2022. The United
States concluded an Israeli
soldier likely killed her by
mistake.

Spacecraft flies closer to
Mercury than planned

after thruster glitch
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: A spacecraft carry-
ing European and Japanese
probes passed closer to
Mercury than originally
planned overnight after
thruster problems delayed
the mission to study the
little-known, Sun-scorched
planet.

The BepiColombo
mission launched in 2018
on a winding path that had
been intended to enter the
orbit of the planet closest
to the Sun in Dec 2025. But
in April, a glitch with the
spacecraft’s thrusters
sapped some of its power
supply, forcing teams on
the ground to change its tra-
jectory and delaying its ar-
rival until Nov 2026.

The new path meant
the spacecraft needed to fly
35 kilometres closer to the
planet than initially
planned — passing just
165km above the surface —
during its latest flyby.

The European Space
Agency’s operations team
confirmed that “all went
well” with the flyby over-
night, the mission’s account
on X said on Thursday. It
also posted a new image
taken by the probe of the
planet, whose pockmarked
surface resembles the
Moon.

It was the fourth of six
planned flybys of Mercury
on the mission’s nine-bil-
lion-kilometre journey be-
fore it could finally settle
into the planet’s orbit.

Most of the time Mer-
cury is closer to Earth than
Mars — but the red planet
can be reached by missions
from Earth in just seven
months. Mercury is “the
most difficult” planet for
probes to reach, explained
Paris Observatory astrono-
mer Alain Doressoundiram.

The planet’s relatively
tiny mass — it is only
slightly bigger than the
Moon — means its gravi-
tational pull is extremely
weak compared to the Sun,
making it tricky for satel-
lites to stay in its orbit. “It
takes much more energy to
brake and stop at Mercury
than to go to Mars,”
Doressoundiram said.

This is where deli-
cate manoeuvres called
gravitational assists come
in.  These sl ingshots
around celestial bodies
allow spacecraft to speed
up, slow down, or change
trajectory. The glitch with
the electr ic thrusters
means the spacecraft is
now operating with only
90 per cent of its planned
power supply.

Cars are covered in debris at a parking lot after Super Typhoon Yagi hit
Hai Phong.

Biden promotes administration’s
rural electrification funding

in Wisconsin

Super Typhoon Yagi hits
Vietnam after leaving deadly
trail in China, the Philippines

Panama deports
130 Indian

migrants under
deal with US
Monitoring Desk

VERACRUZ: Panama on
Friday deported 130 Indian
irregular migrants who had
entered the country via the
inhospitable Darien jungle,
under a deal on repatriations
signed with the United
States in July. This was the
first such expulsion outside
of the Americas under the
deal, and the fourth in total.

Washington pledged
$6 million for migrant re-
patriations from the Cen-
tral American nation in the
hopes of reducing irregular
crossings at its own south-
ern border.

Panama’s director of
migration, Roger Mojica,
told reporters the Indians
were deported on a charter
flight to New Delhi for “ir-
regular migration.”

Schools closed
in restive

Indian state
Manipur after
rocket attack

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Schools
were ordered shut from Sat-
urday in the restive Indian
state of Manipur after a
rocket attack by insurgents
killed a civilian and
wounded six others.

Fighting had broke out
in the northeastern state
more than a year ago be-
tween the predominantly
Hindu Meitei majority and
the mainly Christian Kuki
community.

The conflict simmered
since then, splitting previ-
ously cohabitating commu-
nities along ethnic lines.

A local government
notice said that all schools
in the state would be closed
on Saturday, when classes
are usually held, to protect
the “safety of the students
and teachers.”

The day before, a
group had fired rockets in
the state’s Bishnupur dis-
trict, an attack that local
police attributed to “Kuki
militants.”

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden is returning
to southwest Wisconsin to
make good on his promise
to provide new investments
in rural electrification and
other infrastructure im-
provements.

Biden will be in
Westby on Thursday to an-
nounce $7.3 billion in invest-
ments for 16 cooperatives
that will provide electricity
for rural areas across 23
states. The intent is to bring
down the cost of badly
needed internet connections
in hard-to-reach areas.

Funding for the
project comes from the
Democrats’ Inflation Re-
duction Act, signed into law
in August 2022 and passed
in Congress along party
lines. The law invests
roughly $13 billion in rural
electrification across mul-
tiple programs and will cre-

ate 4,500 permanent jobs
and 16,000 construction
jobs, according to the White
House. The administration
calls it the largest invest-
ment in rural electrification
since the New Deal in the
1930s.

Democrats consider
Wisconsin to be one of the
must-win states in
November’s presidential
election between Republi-
can Donald Trump and
Democratic Vice President
Kamala Harris. Biden won
the state in 2020 by about
20,000 votes, flipping Wis-
consin to the Democratic
column after Trump nar-
rowly won it in 2016.

And Thursday’s trip
will be a return to a state
that Biden visited early in
his presidency. Then, he
made a promise to provide,
among other infrastructure
improvements, better
internet to rural areas.

Monitoring Desk
HAI PHONG: Super Ty-
phoon Yagi uprooted thou-
sands of trees, swept ships
and boats out to sea and
ripped roofs off houses in
northern Vietnam on Satur-
day, killing at least three
people, after leaving a trail
of destruction in Southern
China and the Philippines.

The storm made land-
fall in Vietnam’s Hai Phong
and Quang Ninh provinces,
packing winds exceeding
149 kilometres per hour,
Vietnam’s National Centre
for Hydro-Meteorological
Forecasting said.

The death toll in Viet-
nam from storm-related
damage rose to four as roof-
ing torn away by Yagi flew
through the air, killing three
residents of Quang Ninh,
state media said.

A man in Hai Duong
province further inland was
killed on Friday when

heavy winds brought down
a tree.

More than a dozen
others, believed to be sail-
ors on fishing boats, are
missing.

“It has been years
since I witnessed a typhoon
this big,” said Tran Thi Hoa,
a 48-year-old woman from
Hai Phong.

“It was scary. I
stayed indoors, after lock-
ing all my windows. How-
ever, the sound of the wind
and the rain was unbeliev-
able,” she told AFP.

In Hai Phong, AFP re-
porters encountered streets
filled with fallen trees, metal
roofing and broken sign-
boards that had been ripped
off properties.

Before hitting Viet-
nam, Yagi tore through
Southern China and the
Philippines, killing at least
24 people and injuring doz-
ens of others.

A supporter of Republican presidential nominee and former U.S. President Donald
Trump wears a coat with an image of Trump, in Mosinee, Wisconsin, U.S.

Senate panel to question
US semiconductor firms

on Russian weapons

China logs hottest
August in more than

six decades

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The US
Senate Permanent Subcom-
mittee on Investigations said
on Thursday it will hold a
hearing with four companies
on the use of American-manu-
factured semiconductors in
Russian weapons deployed
in the war in Ukraine. The
committee said the compa-
nies’ “products have consis-
tently appeared in recovered
Russian weapons. The hear-
ing will probe the companies’
compliance with export con-
trols intended to block Rus-

sia from accessing American
technology.” Intel declined
to comment. The other
three companies did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment. The
firms are sending vice presi-
dents who oversee trade
compliance issues to testify.

Blumenthal in Febru-
ary said at a hearing that
U.S. semiconductor manu-
facturers should do more to
keep their chips from ille-
gally making their way into
equipment used by the
Russian military.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China logged its
hottest August in more than
six decades last month, its
national weather service
said, after the country en-
dured a summer of extreme
weather and heatwaves
across much of its north and
west. China is the leading
emitter of the greenhouse
gas emissions scientists say
are driving global climate
change and making extreme
weather events more fre-
quent. Beijing has pledged
to bring planet-warming
carbon dioxide emissions to
a peak by 2030 and to net
zero by 2060.

And on Thursday, the
China Meteorological Ad-
ministration said in a state-
ment that: “China experi-

enced prolonged and ex-
treme high temperatures” in
August.

“The national average
temperature was the high-
est for the same period
since 1961,” it added.

The national average
temperature in August
was 22.6 degrees Celsius
(72.68 degrees Fahrenheit)
– 1.5C higher than the
same period in a typical
year, Jia Xiaolong, deputy
director of the National
Climate Center, was
quoted as saying.

“Northern regions
experienced frequent and
highly destructive rain-
storms, while large-scale
heatwaves persisted in
the southern regions,” Jia
said.

VERACRUZ: A security official checks a handcuffed Indian migrant at
Pacifico Airport before he boards a deportation flight bound for New Delhi.

Floods displace nearly
950,000 in west Africa

in Niger, 225,000 in Nige-
ria and 73,778 in Mali.
Niger’s government says
more than 700,000 people
have been left homeless and
273 people died since the
rainy season started in
June.Neighbouring Nigeria
has meanwhile seen 29 of
its 36 states — mostly in
the north — hit by rising
waters of the River Niger
and its major Benue tribu-
tary with the country list-
ing 200 deaths, Save the
Children said. “According
to Nigerian government
data, over 115,265 hectares
of farmland have also been
damaged, in a country with
already high rates of food
insecurity,” the NGO said.

Monitoring Desk
ABID: Severe flooding in
west Africa has displaced
nearly 950,000 people and
disrupted children’s educa-
tion at the start of the school
year, international charity
Save the Children said on
Friday.

“Hundreds of thou-
sands of children now dis-
placed from their homes are
facing disease, hunger from
crop destruction, and dis-
ruption to their education,
as schools have become
crowded with fleeing fami-
lies or damaged in the
floods,” the NGO said.

Save the Children said
around 950,000 people had
been displaced — 649,184

US doubts deep
strikes in Russia will

turn the tide

Italian minister
quits over
mistress’

consultancy
Monitoring Desk

ROME: Italy’s culture
minister quit on Friday af-
ter controversy over a
consultancy role for his
former mistress that had
become an embarrassment
for Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni’s government.

Gennaro Sangiuliano,
a 62-year-old former jour-
nalist, has faced a media
storm since self-proclaimed
fashion entrepreneur Maria
Rosaria Boccia said last
month she had been nomi-
nated “adviser to the min-
ister for major events”.

The culture ministry
initially denied such an ap-
pointment, but Sangiuliano
later explained he had
agreed to take her on as an
unpaid consultant before
changing his mind due to
conflict of interest.

Monitoring Desk
RAMSTEIN BASE: US
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin cautioned on Friday
there was “no one capabil-
ity” that would turn the war
in Ukraine’s favour after
President Volodymyr
Zelensky urged the West to
let his forces use its long-
range weapons to strike
Russia.At a regular meeting
of Ukraine’s allies at
Ramstein air base in Ger-
many, Zelensky repeated his
plea for Western nations to
supply more long-range mis-
siles and lift restrictions on
using them to hit targets such
as airfields inside Russia.

Austin said Washing-
ton and its allies would con-

tinue to give strong support
to Ukraine in fighting
Russia’s invasion, announc-
ing another $250 million in
security assistance. But,
questioned by reporters, the
Pentagon chief pushed back
on the idea that allowing
deep strikes inside Russia
with Western weapons
would be a game-changer.
He said Russia had already
moved aircraft that launch
glide bombs into Ukraine
beyond the range of US-
supplied ATACM missiles.

“There’s no one ca-
pability that will in and of
itself be decisive in this
campaign,” Austin told re-
porters at the end of the
meeting.

ian infrastructure for mili-
tary purposes, an allegation
Hamas denies.

Five more people
were killed in a strike on a
house in Gaza City.

Later on Saturday, an
Israeli strike killed four
people and wounded 25
others at Amr Ibn Ala’as
school, which also houses
displaced families in the
Sheikh Radwan suburb of
Gaza City, Palestinian med-
ics said.

The Israeli military
said the air strike targeted a
command center operated
by Hamas gunmen in the
compound that had previ-
ously served as a school.

Palestinian health of-
ficials said Israeli military
strikes had killed so far 28
people across the Gaza
Strip on Saturday.

The armed wings of
the Hamas, Islamic Jihad
and Fatah groups said they
had fought Israeli troops in
Gaza City, in central areas
and in the south with anti-
tank rockets and mortar

Sweden detains
person suspected

of terrorism
offence

Monitoring Desk
COPENHAGEN: Swedish
police on Wednesday de-
tained a person suspected
of a terrorism related crime,
a national prosecutor said
on Friday.

“We are now working
unconditionally and inten-
sively on the investiga-
tion,” senior prosecutor
Mats Ljungqvist said in a
statement.

The suspected crime
took place in August,
Ljungqvist told TV4 News
without elaborating.

Indian parties
name LGBTQ+
activists to key

positions
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: India’s Con-
gress party set up a new
internal group this week to
promote LGBTQ+ rights,
while another party has
named a person from the
community as its spokes-
person, in the first such
political recognition after
many setbacks.

The Supreme Court
de-cri-minalised homosexu-
ality in 2018, but greatly
disappointed the
LGBTQ+ community last
year when it declined to
legalise same-sex marriage,
leaving the matter to par-
liament to decide.

Indian Olympic
wrestlers Phogat
and Punia enter

politics, join
opposition
Congress

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian
Olympic wrestlers Vinesh
Phogat and Bajrang Punia
joined the opposition Con-
gress party on Friday, en-
tering politics a year after
protesting against the chief
of the sport’s governing
body in India over alleged
sexual harassment. The
move came weeks after
Phogat’s emotional return
home last month from the
Paris Olympics, where she
failed to make weight for
the women’s 50kg freestyle
final by 100 grams despite
starving herself for a week.

bombs, and in some inci-
dents detonated bombs to
target tanks and other army
vehicles.

The two warring sides
continued to blame one an-
other for the failure of me-
diators, including Qatar,
Egypt and the United
States, to broker a ceasefire.
The U.S. is preparing to
present a new proposal,
but the prospects of a
breakthrough appear dim as
gaps between the sides re-
main large.

CIA Director William
Burns, the chief U.S. nego-
tiator, told an event in Lon-
don that a more detailed
proposal would be made in
the coming days.

On Thursday, U.S.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said it was incum-
bent on both Israel and
Hamas, which ran Gaza
before the war and was re-
sponsible for the Oct. 7 kill-
ing spree against Jews in
Israel that triggered it, to
make concessions to reach
a deal.
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QUETTA: View of site after clash between two
groups of Baloch Community during protest dem-
onstration for acceptance of their demands, at
Manan Chowk.

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami Emir Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman speaking to the
media after addressing a medical conference at Expo Centre Lahore.

QUETTA: Inspector General Police Balochistan
Mozzam Jha Ansari meeting with Deputy Chair-
man Senate Seydal Khan Nasar.

QUETTA: Baloch Students Organization Chairman,
Balach Qadir along with others addresses to media per-
sons during press conference held at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Spokesperson of President Asif Ali Zardari and Advisor on Indus-
tries and Crafts of Balochistan Mir Ali Hassan Zehri in a group photo with
provincial leaders of the People’s Party, all the district presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of Balochistan. Central General Secretary of PPPP Syed
Nayer Hussain Bukhari, MNA Ijaz Hussain Jakhrani, Advisor to Chief Min-
ister Sardar Baba Ghulam Rasool are also present.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti listening the problems of the people
at Chief Minister Secretariat

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan, Ambassa-
dor of Uzbekistan to Pakistan, Aybek Arif Usmanov and others cutting the
cake on the occasion of the 33rd Anniversary of the Independence Day of the
Republic of Uzbekistan at local hotel in the Federal Capital.

Government implementing
comprehensive plan to deal

with challenge of global 
warming, says Dostain

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Secretary
Forests and Wildlife,
Dostain Jamaldini has
stated that the present gov-
ernment is implementing
comprehensive planning to
deal with the challenge of
global warming. He said
that the only solution for
saving from the effects of
global warming lies in pant-
ing maximum trees and pre-
serving the wildlife.

He said that the For-
ests department is mobiliz-
ing all available resources
for preservation of the for-
ests and wildlife in the prov-
ince.

He said it is responsi-
bility of every individual of
the society to plant at least

one tree in one’s name and
contribute in it’s upbring-
ing.

These views were ex-
pressed by the Secretary
Forests while speaking on
occasion of the inauguration
of monsoon tree plantation
campaign held in collabora-
tion with the Forests De-
partment, SOS Children
Village and Rotary Club
Quetta here on Saturday.

The Secretary Forests
planted sapling of Quetta
pine marking inauguration
of the monsoon tree plan-
tation campaign.

The children of SOS
Village also planted the sap-
lings of pine and appealed
to the citizens to plant maxi-
mum trees.

All conspiracies to be foiled with unity & political reconciliation:

Political stability and sustainable dev. 
possible with peaceful Balochistan, 

maintains Mir Sarfraz Bugti 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
stated that the country’s
stability and national unity
is supreme and the same is
also necessary for the sus-
tainable peace.

The Chief Minister
asserted that we would not
let Balochistan become the
victim of international con-
spiracies.

He emphasized that
we would foil all the con-
spiracies against the coun-
try with the unity and po-
litical reconciliation.

The Chief Minister
was speaking to the
Deputy Chairman Senate of
Pakistan, Saidal Khan
Nasar who met him here on
Saturday.

Also present in the
meeting was the senior
leader of Pakistan
Peoples Party, Senator
Syed Nayyar Hussain
Bokhari.

Later, the President of
National Party and Mem-
ber National Assembly, Dr
Andul Malik Baloch also
met separately with the
Chief Minister.

During the course of

meetings, overall law and
order as well as political and
social situation was dis-
cussed. 

The Chief Minister
on the occasion said that
political stability and sus-
tainable development is
possible through peaceful
Balochistan.

He said that we are
moving ahead with positive
political approach and po-
litical harmony.

He said that positive
suggestions about the pub-
lic interest would be wel-
comed and duly imple-
mented.

Different tribal
elders & public

delegations 
meet Chief

Minister
Independent Report

QUETTA: The tribal elders
and public delegations be-
longing to different areas of
the province met the Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti here at the
CM secretariat on Saturday.

The people apprised
the Chief Minister about
their issues.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti gave
patient hearing to the issues
of people and issued direc-
tives to the concerned au-
thorities to resolve them.

BISP to abolish
franchise system after
corruption complaints

As a vice-captain of
Imran, I can’t even think
of leaving him: Qureshi

Hafiz Naeem demands
removal of taxes from

electricity bills

PTI founder
accepts

resignation
of Umar as

PTI  SG
ISLAMABAD (Online):
PTI founder Imran Khan
has accepted resignation of
Umar Ayoub as party gen-
eral secretary.

Umar Ayoub while
expressing gratitude to
Imran Khan  for accepting
his resignation  has said he
will continue to work as
party worker with PTI
founder.

He said in  a statement
he was  too burdened with
working as opposition
leader, dealing with the
cases, seeing public meet-
ings and other matters. Ear-
lier I tendered resignation on
June 22  which was not ac-
cepted.

I had asked Shibli
Faraz to covey my resigna-
tion to PTI founder.  I learnt
enormous from PTI leader
while remaining general sec-
retary for two years. I can
not do more justice with the
office of general secretary.

Barrister
Gohar clears
air on PTI’s

Islamabad ‘sit-in’
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan said that
their September 8 event will
be a public gathering, not a
sit-in, and will be held
within the bounds of the
law. Speaking to media rep-
resentatives after reviewing
public gathering’s arrange-
ments in Islamabad, Barris-
ter Gohar said that they are
holding the public gather-
ing for ‘independence’ of
judiciary. The PTI Chair-
man said that the gathering
is being organised to de-
mand independence for the
judiciary, adding that when
their government comes
into power, judicial inde-
pendence will be ensured.

Barrister Gohar said
that the crowd on Saturday
is a precursor to the main
event on September 8, add-
ing that it is the allies’ pub-
lic gathering, with represen-
tatives of Akhtar Mengal
also participating.

Earlier, the Islamabad
district administration
changed the venue for PTI’s
gathering on September 8.

PAF releases
national song
in honour of

martyrs
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan Air Force has re-
leased a national song in
honour of martyrs of the
country.

The song begins with
the golden words of the
founder of Pakistan, Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, in which he says a
Muslim does not panic in
times of hardship.

The poetry of Allama
Iqbal has also been used in
the song.

Ch Shujaat
meets Pervaiz
Elahi others

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former Prime Minister
(PM) Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain has met former
Chief Minister (CM)
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi in Lahore.

The two agreed to sit
together to  resolve per-
sonal and  family matters
with mutual understanding
and consultation.

Later Chaudhry
Shujaat met former presi-
dent Wasim Sajjad,
Mushahid Hussain,
Muhammad Ali Durrani and
members of parliament in
Islamabad. Shujaat also con-
doled with senior journalist
Aamir Ilyas Rana on the
death of his mother and se-
nior journalist Mohsin Baig
on the death of his brother.

Former federal minis-
ter Chaudhry Wajahat
Hussain, federal minister
Chaudhry Salik Hussain,
PML-Q spokesperson
Mustafa Malik were also
present on the occasion.

Govt officer,
daughter die
as car swept

away by
floodwater

QUETTA (INP): A govern-
ment officer and his daugh-
ter died while six other
women were injured when
their vehicle was swept
away by gushing floodwa-
ter near Muslim Bagh in
Balochistan on Saturday
morning. Minerals Depart-
ment Inspector Juma Khan
was travelling along with
his daughter when their ve-
hicle caught up in the flood-
water. The injured were
rushed to a hospital in
Quetta, the Rescue per-
sonnel said, adding the ve-
hicle was travelling from
Quetta to Zhob when it
met the accident on Na-
tional Highway.

‘Policy Board’ constituted
under Ahsan Iqbal to ensure

economic stability

Amb. Sheikh says:

Pak armed forces always lived
up to nation’s expectations;

determined to defeat terrorists

Sincere workers are the
valuable capital and real
strength of party: Zehri

PTI founder separates
parliamentary affairs,

political affairs of party
PM pays tribute to PAF’s
sacrifices, professional

excellence

May 9 related five cases

Court accepts one day
exemption plea , extends

interim bail of Fawad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Planning,
Development & Special
Initiatives and the Planning
Commission of Pakistan
have constituted a high-
level ‘Policy Board’, under
the visionary leadership of
Professor Ahsan Iqbal to
ensure economic stability in
the country.

“This initiative aims
to enhance transparency
and improve the economic
planning process of the
country with the active
participation of private sec-
tor and corporate leaders,”
a news release said on Sat-
urday. The Policy Board, led
by Professor Ahsan Iqbal,
comprises a diverse group
of esteemed members from
various sectors, including
former federal ministers,
industry leaders, academic
experts and international
professionals.

Notable members in-
clude  Shahid Ashraf Tarar,
Ex-Caretaker Federal Min-
ister;  Musadaq Zulqarnain,
Chairman of Interloop Lim-
ited; Dr Rana Iqrar, Vice
Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Agriculture,
Faisalabad and and  Naveed
Sherwani, an IT expert
from the USA.

The board has been
tasked with several critical
responsibilities like provid-
ing advisory on policy for-
mulation and strategy de-
velopment, offering guid-
ance on policies and strate-
gies aimed at promoting mid
and long-term economic
growth.

Additionally, it would
offer insights on national
and international economic
issues, reviewing macroeco-
nomic trends and providing
economic outlooks to in-
form policy decisions.

The board would also
evaluate national plans and
economic reports to offer
recommendations, assess
socio-economic trends to
support evidence-based
policy advice, and advice on
policies to enhance national
innovation and competi-
tiveness.

Furthermore, the
board would integrate sus-
tainable development goals
into national economic
strategies, facilitate dia-
logue with key stakehold-
ers, and promote interna-
tional cooperation. Besides,
it would review the impact
of major economic policies
to evaluate their effective-
ness.

Chairing the first meet-
ing of the Policy Board,
Ahsan Iqbal emphasized
the importance of this ini-
tiative in stabilizing
Pakistan’s economy.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday paid
tribute to the Pakistan Air
Force’s (PAF) unwavering
sacrifices and professional
excellence on the occasion
of Air Force Day.

He commended the
bravery and valor of PAF
personnel, who despite be-
ing outnumbered, thwarted
the enemy’s malicious in-
tentions with their courage.

“On September 7,
1965, the PAF’s Shaheens

created a history of cour-
age, bravery and courage,”
the prime minister said in a
message.

He particularly men-
tioned the heroics of MM
Alam, who downed five
enemy aircraft within a
minute, shattering their
pride.

Meanwhile, the prime
minister, in a post on his
official X timeline, saluted
the courageous air warriors
and their families on Air
Force Day.

LAHORE (Online): Anti
Terrorism Court (ATC)
Lahore has accepted one
day exemption from atten-
dance plea of former fed-
eral minister Fawad
Chaudhry in  five cases re-
lated to May 9.

Duty Judge Arshid
Javed heard the interim bail
pleas Saturday.

Exemption plea was
filed by Fawad Chaudhry
through his counsel Zafar
Iqbal during the hearing of
the case.

The petition said
Fawad Chaudhry is unwell,
therefore, court is requested
to accept his one day ex-
emption plea.

The court while ap-
proving  exemption from
attendance plea of Fawad
Chaudhry extended his  in-
terim bail till October 05.

Earlier hearing of con-
tempt of election commis-
sion case against PTI
founder and Fawad
Chaudhry was adjourned
till September 19.

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf Vice-Chair-
man and former foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi has stated that he
was committed to Imran
Khan and would not con-
sider leaving the party.

Shah Mahmood
Qureshi appeared before
the court during the hearing
of the May 9 vandalism
cases at the Anti-Terrorism
Court (ATC) Lahore.

He mentioned that he
was not even in Punjab
when the cases were filed
and was arrested 14
months later. Upon his re-
lease, he was immediately
re-arrested in connection
with the May 9 cases.

Qureshi said that as
Imran Khan’s deputy, he
could not even think of
abandoning the party.

He criticised the au-
thorities for fearing his
presence into the public. He
alleged that the sudden rise
in number of cases, alleg-

edly 55 cases, against him
was an attempt to intimi-
date him, despite his 40
years in politics without a
single case.

He questioned why
arguments were not being
presented in court by the
prosecution, and accused
the authorities of intention-
ally delaying the process.
He urged the court to pass
judgment if they believed
he was guilty.

In an informal conver-
sation with journalists af-
ter the court session,
Qureshi called on PTI’s
ideological workers to at-
tend the upcoming rally. He
reminded that despite nu-
merous challenges, the na-
tion made correct decisions
on February 8.

When asked about
the proposed judicial
package and increasing the
number of judges, Qureshi
criticised the bills as at-
tempts to undermine the
parliament.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami
Emir Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman has called for the
removal of taxes from elec-
tricity bills.

Speaking to the media
in Lahore, Rehman de-
manded that the 36 types
of taxes imposed on elec-
tricity bills be abolished. He
criticised the Punjab
government’s relief of Rs14
as insufficient. On the other
hand, he argued that such
relief should be imple-
mented nationwide.

Rehman also men-
tioned that the recent shut-
ter-down strike organized
by his party was success-
ful. He further said that they

planned to hold more strikes
and seek legal remedies if
necessary. Additionally, he
claimed that the ongoing ter-
rorism in the country had
links to India and the United
States. He also warned that
the government would be
held responsible for any
escalation in tensions if it
fails to implement the
Rawalpindi Agreement. He
said the government has 15-
day for compliance, signal-
ing that further unrest
could follow if the govern-
ment hesitates.

In ongoing consulta-
tions with traders, the JI,
he said, is considering a
three-day shutter-down
strike as a form of protest.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Spokesperson
of President Asif Ali Zardari
and Advisor on Industries
and Crafts of Balochistan
Mir Ali Hassan Zehri has
said that it is the result of
the endless sacrifices and
tireless work of the Jiyalas
that today there is a Peoples
Party government in
Balochistan and
inshaALLAH according to
the vision of the party, a
new era of development and
prosperity will begin in the
province under the spirited
leadership of Pakistan
Peoples Party President
Asif Ali Zardari and
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

Meanwhile, Provin-
cial Advisor on Industries
and Crafts, Mir Ali Hasan
Zehri hosted a dinner in
honor of the central and
provincial leaders of the
People’s Party, all the dis-
trict presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of
Balochistan, officials of

the provincial, bi-national
and district and zonal
wings. Central General
Secretary of Parliamentar-
ians Syed Nayer Hussain
Bukhari, Central Leader
Member of National As-
sembly Ijaz Hussain
Jakhrani, Provincial Infor-
mation Secretary Sardar
Sarbaland Khan Jogizai,
Chief Minister ’s Focal
Person Former General
Secretary Syed Iqbal Shah,
Senator Sheikh Bilal
Ahmed Mandokhel, Advi-
sor to Chief Minister
Sardar Baba Ghulam
Rasool umrani, presidents
and general secretaries of
the entire province partici-
pated in the dinner. Party’s
Provincial Deputy Infor-
mation Secretary Malik
Zeeshan Hussain, Liaison
Secretary Rabbani Khan
Khalji and other provin-
cial, biennial district and
districts wings officials
and leaders also partici-
pated.

WASHINGTON (APP):
The Pakistani embassy Fri-
day organized an event to
mark Pakistan’s  Defence
Day commemorating not
only the martyrs of the
1965 war but to all those
soldiers who valiantly de-
fended the country.

The event was at-
tended by a large number
of diplomats, Defence,
Military and Services At-
taches, US officials and
members of Pakistani com-
munity.

“Pakistan’s Armed
Forces—the Army, the Air
Force and the Navy—have
always responded
promptly to any foreign
threat or a domestic chal-
lenge,”  Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to the United States,
Rizwan Saeed Sheikh told
participants at the event.
“In meeting these chal-
lenges, our brave and val-

iant soldiers have always
lived up to the expectations
of the nation.”

He added, “Even to-
day, our Armed Forces and
the Pakistani nation are
paying a disproportionate
and exorbitant price in
blood and treasure to com-
bat terrorism. More than
80,000 people including
10,000 security personnel
have lost their previous
lives in this war,

“Our troops continue
to bear the brunt of a new
tide of terrorism which has
killed hundreds since Au-
gust 2021.

“We are determined to
quell this threat.”

Ambassador Sheikh
expressed the hope that in-
ternational community
would recognize their sac-
rifices and show solidarity
with the people and armed
forces of Pakistan.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
PTI founder has taken im-
portant decisions about
party structure  separating
parliamentary affairs and
political affairs of PTI.

According to sources
opposition leader Umar
Ayoub Khan and senator
Shibli Faraz will lead par-
liamentary party.

PTI former chairman
has assigned the responsi-
bility of practical politics

to Suleman Akram Raja be-
sides nominating him as
party general secretary.

Suleman Akram Raja
will discharge the obliga-
tions of party general sec-
retary.

PTI founder has
carved out think tank un-
der Rauf Hassan who will
also release white paper on
the performance of the gov-
ernment and see the elec-
toral matters.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
authorities have decided to
abolish the franchise system
of the BISP after disclosure
of massive corruption. Af-
ter corruption complaints
Chairperson Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP) Rubina Khalid has
decided to abolish the fran-
chise system to distribute
monetary support to poor
and needy people.

Sources said that the
BISP has inked agreements
with six banks for distribu-
tion of monetary assistance
among beneficiaries. “The
monetary support money
will be distributed with the
online wallet account,” ac-
cording to sources.

“Under the new ar-
rangement the BISP card
holders’ remuneration will
be transferred to the bank
account,” sources said.

Chairperson BISP Rubina
Khalid during her secret vis-
its of franchise centres was
acquainted with complaints
of the women card holders
of the BISP. The women
members of the social
safety net had complained
about corruption.

“Now all beneficiaries
the BISP programmes will
receive direct transfer of
payments that will end cor-
rupt practices,” sources
added.

President Asif Ali
Zardari had approved the
appointment of a senior
leader of the PPP Rubina
Khalid as Chairperson of
the BISP in May this year.

After assassination of
former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto, the social
safety network programme
was launched after her
name in 2008.


