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Three BLA terrorists TaTA: T .
involved in Kkilling of il a1

Security institutions endeavours commendable:

CM satisfied with successful
IBO in Mastung; describes
important breakthrough

DC Panjgur Kkilled
in Mastung IBO

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
security forces on Tuesday
killed three Baloch Libera-
tion Army (BLA) terrorists
and killed as many during
an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) conducted on the
night of August 18th and
19th in Mastung District.

During conduct of the
operation, after an intense
fire exchange, the three BLA
terrorists were killed while
three of them got injured,
an Inter Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) news release
said. These terrorists were
involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in the area
and were also responsible
for shahadat (martyrdom)
of Deputy Commissioner
of Panjgur, Zakir Ali, on
August 12th.

“Today’s operation has
avenged the heinous act and
has brought the perpetra-
tors to justice. Security
forces of Pakistan in step
with the Nation, remain
determined to thwart at-
tempts at sabotaging peace,
stability and progress of
Balochistan,” the ISPR said.

Meanwhile President
Asif Ali Zardari on Tues-
day paid tribute to the se-
curity forces for carrying
out a successful intelli-
gence-based operation in
Mastung to eliminate the
killers of Deputy Commis-
sioner of Panjgur Zakir Ali.

The president appreci-
ated the professional exper-
tise of the Pakistan Army
for carrying out an effective
anti-terror operation.

Pakistan, Netherlands strengthen
ties with focus on human
trafficking, cricket cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior Mohsin Naqvi wel-
comed the Ambassador of

N

larly in areas such as hu-
man trafficking prevention,
where he highlighted the
importance of collective in-

the Netherlands, Henny de
Vries, on Tuesday at the
Ministry of Interior to dis-
cuss issues of mutual inter-
est.

The meeting focused
on enhancing bilateral coop-
eration across various sec-
tors, with a special empha-
sis on combating human
trafticking and strengthen-
ing cricket ties between the
two nations.

Naqvi emphasized
Pakistan’s commitment to
deepening relations with
the Netherlands, particu-

ternational action.

“Human smugglers are
a powerful mafia, and no
country can tackle them
alone,” Naqvi remarked.
The discussion also cov-
ered the upcoming visit of
an [talian team to Pakistan,
aimed at furthering these
collaborative efforts.

Additionally, both
sides agreed on the need to
bolster support for Afghan
refugees, with Pakistan re-
iterating its long-standing
commitment to hosting dis-
placed populations.

Pakistan conducts training
launch of ballistic missile
Shaheen-11: ISPR

RAWALPINDI (APP): Pakistan on Tuesday conducted
successful training launch of surface-to-surface ballistic
missile Shaheen-II.

The training launch was aimed at training of troops,
validating various technical parameters and performance
evaluation of different sub-systems incorporated for im-
proved accuracy and enhanced survivability, an Inter Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) news release said.

“Today’s training launch was witnessed by senior
officers from Strategic Plans Division, Army Strategic
Forces Command, scientists and engineers of strategic
organizations,” it said.
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Director General Strategic Plans Division appreci-
ated the technical prowess, dedication and commitment
of scientists who contributed towards this landmark
achievement. President, Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee and Services
Chiefs congratulated the scientists and engineers on this
achievement.

Provincial Minister Home
seeks report of terrorism &
other crimes in Balochistan

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home, Mir
Ziaullah Langove has
sought report of terrorism
and other crimes in the
province.

In this regard, an offi-
cial letter has been written
to the Additional Chief Sec-
retary Home for seeking
report from the Inspector
General of  Police
Balochistan.

In the letter, it was di-
rected to present report of
the heinous crimes includ-
ing killings and terrorism
occurred during August 10-

15,2024.

It was mentioned in the
letter that the government
of Balochistan is releasing
billions of rupees on ac-
count of the safe city
project.

The Provincial Minis-
ter has also sought detail
of the miscreants and
criminals apprehended
so far with help of the
CCTV cameras in-
stalled under the safe city
project.

It was also asked to
submit the details with the
location, time and date of
each incident of crime and
terrorism.

I

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Sheh

IR
baz Sharif chairs a

Vi

i

meeting of the Federal Cabinet.

Punjab's electricity relief not funded by Centre, clarifies PM Shehbaz

Instead of politicking, provinces
should copy Punjab’s electricity
bills’ relief, says PM Shahbaz

Federal Cabinet greenlights skills
development initiative for enhanced training

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday said that
instead of politicking, the
provincial governments
should follow the Punjab
government’s course of
providing relief to electric-
ity consumers, scraping a
chunk from the trillions of
rupees transferred to them
under the National Finance
Commission.

The prime minister,
chairing the meeting of the
federal cabinet, said that
the Punjab government
had spared Rs 45 billion
out of its own develop-
ment budget to provide
Rs14 per unit relief to the
electricity consumers
utilising 200 to 500 units
for a two-month period.
“This is the right of the

people. The federal govern-
ment has zero contribution
to this relief package...
Other provinces should
also do the same.

If  the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
wants to give such relief to
the people, we will be
happy. But politicking
should be avoided and facts
should not be distorted,”
the prime minister com-
mented.

Rubbishing the criti-
cism by a KP government
representative alleging any
discrimination by the fed-
eral government, he ex-
plained that the federal gov-
ernment had nothing to do
with that package.

He told the cabinet
members that almost 60%
of the NFC funds went to

the provinces. The federal
government had to face im-
mense challenges in the
form of the payment of
loans and interests on for-
eign-funded projects that
benefited the whole of the
country.

He told the meeting that
the federal government had
also allocated Rs50 billion
to provide a three-month
relief to domestic consum-
ers using up to 200 units of
electricity which consti-
tuted around 86% of the
total domestic consum-
ers. Besides, he said, in
partnership with the
Balochistan government,
28,000 tube wells would be
solarised in the province
costing Rs 70 billion, out of
which Rs55 billion would
be borne by the federal gov

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers

Mir Asim Kurd Gailo, Mir Shoaib

Naushwerwani and Parliamentary Secretary Barkat Ali Rind meeting with
Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

Polio cases
continue to rise
in Balochistan
as 12th case of

2024 reported

from Kharan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The cases of po-
lio virus continued to rise
in Balochistan as a fresh
case of the crippling disease
has been reported from
Kharan district on Tuesday.

The Health department
sources said that the polio
virus has been detected in a
two year old girl child in
Kharan.

It may be mentioned
here that it is the first ever
polio case reported from
Kharan  district  of
Balochistan. This is the 12th
polio case of the current year
2024 reported from
Balochistan, the sources
informed.

The sources said that
the sample of the sus-
pected polio girl child
had been taken on July 25,
2024.

JUI-F chief rules out any
alliance to oust government

DERA ISMAEL KHAN
(INP): Regretting that the
party’s experience of enter-
ing into alliances with other
parties in the recent past
was not a good one, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F)
Chiefand veteran politician
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
said on Tuesday that the
party would launch an anti-
government movement on
its own. Talking to news-
men at his residence in Dera
Ismael Khan, he said that
neither the party wanted to
embarrass others nor get
embarrassed itself. “How-
ever, there could be alliances
with other parties on any is-
sue,” Fazl explained.

“Not only will we play
the role of an opposition
inside the parliament but
also outside the parliament,”
he said, and added, “This is
for the first time in the
country’s history that the
establishment has taken its
internal matters seriously.”

However, he added, the

JUI-F was not a party to
any such move by the es-
tablishment. The veteran
politician was of the view
that the parliament had lost
its importance following the
2018 general elections. “It
is democracy that is at the
receiving end in today’s poli-
tics,” he opined.

Fazl said that ever since
the 2018 elections, political
engineering had been going
on. “In the general elections
0f2024, however, the results
were completely changed,”
he said, adding, “Now tell
me who would do politics
in this situation.”

He said that political
instability impacted the
country’s economic devel-
opment. “If the state is
weakened, we have a situa-
tion like it was in
Bangladesh where the gov-
ernment was sent home
within 20 days since it did
not enjoy the people’s
mandate,” the JUI-F chief
said.

NAB files new
toshakhana
reference against
PTTI founder,
Bushra Bibi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) on
Tuesday filed another
toshakhana reference to ac-
countability court against
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder and Bushra
Bibi. The NAB has con-
ducted a series of investi-
gation after arrested PTI
founder and Bushra Bibi.
The bureau has given
questionnaire to the ac-
cused who submitted the
answers. After completion
of the investigation, the
trial court approved the ju-
dicial custody of the two
accused.

The registrar office
would scrutinize the new
reference and it would be
sent to the administrative
judge to decide the court
for hearing the reference.

Tarar doubts
PTI to get
approval for
Islamabad rally

on August 22

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
response to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
announcement to hold a
powershow in Islamabad,
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation & Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar said that he
did not believe the party
would be given permission.
Speaking to a private
TV channel, the federal
minister said, “Considering
their track record, I don’t
think they will be allowed
to rally in the federal capi-
tal.” Meanwhile, PTI leader
Sher Afzal Marwat has ex-
pressed determination of his
party in this regard, saying
they would hold rally on
Thursday, rain or shine.

Three terrorists
killed in exchange
of fire with

security forces

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(INP): Three terrorists were
killed in an exchange of fire
between security forces and
militants here at Saggu
Bridge in the limits of
Daraban Police station.

According to police, the
CTD along with other law
enforcement agencies re-
ceived information about the
presence of some terrorists
at Saggu Bridge in Daraban
Tehsil, who were looting the
citizens. The teams of CTD
and other law enforcement
agencies immediately
reached the spot where an
exchange of fire was held
between the security forces
and the terrorists.
Resultantly, three terrorists
were killed.

SC issues written order in audio leaks case

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Supreme Court of Pakistan on Tuesday issued written order regarding hearing on
federation’s appeal against high court’s order in Bushra Bibi and Najam Saqib audio leaks case.
A two-judge bench comprising Justice Amin ud Din Khan and Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan issued the five

page order.

The court said that the federal government had set up an inquiry commission on May 19, 2023. It was headed
by Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa while Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan and Justice Aamer Farooq were members. The
top court stopped the commission from working after which no meeting of it could be held.

The court found that the appeal stated that the high court has used the power of suo-moto. It said that Bushra
Bibi has stated in writ petition filed to the high court that the audio is fabricated.

The court said that the high court was bound to firstly view these allegations. It said that the high court is
stopped from further proceeding till further orders. It said that the court has issued notices to respondents and they
could file the extra documents if wanted.

QUETTA:-Chif ecretary Baloch
Tech Valley

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has expressed
satisfaction over the suc-
cessful intelligence-based

operation  conducted
against terrorists in
Mastung.

In an official statement
issued here on Tuesday, the
Chief Minister said that an
important breakthrough
was achieved in the opera-
tion conducted against the
elements involved in killing
of Deputy Commissioner
Panjgur, Zakir Baloch.

He said that the state is
always stood by the op-
pressed. He also said that
the endeavours made for
establishing peace by the
security institutions are

commendable.

He said that our secu-
rity jawans are ready for
protection of every single
inch land of the homeland.

The Chief Minister
also said that all resources
are being mobilized for
protection of the life and
property of the people.

It may be mentioned
here that three terrorists
were killed and even num-
ber injured in an intelli-
gence based operation
conducted in Mastung,
stated in a press release of
ISPR.

According to the press
release, terrorists killed in
operation were involved in
the martyrdom of Deputy
Commissioner Panjgur,
Zakir Baloch.

Gold medalist Arshad
Nadeem calls on CJCSC

Independent Report
RAWALPINDI: Arshad Nadeem, record-holder Olym-
pian, called on Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC), General Sahir Shamshad Mirza here on Tues-
day at Joint Staff Headquarters.

The Chairman JCSC lauded Arshad Nadeem’s efforts
for securing Pakistan’s first-ever Gold Medal in a singles’
event and setting up of a new Olympic record, an Inter
Services Public Relations news release said.

General Sahir Shamshad Mirza also appreciated the

—
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diligence and devotion of Arshad Nadeem in achieving a

momentous milestone in Pakistan’s sport history and
wished him the very best for his future endeavours.

Taaleem Foundation delegation calls on him

Education key to bright future and
provides strong base to every kind
of development, states Governor

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that education is not
only the key to our bright
future but it also provides
strong base to every kind
of development.

The Governor said that
time arises to bring revolu-
tion in getting access to the
education in our perspec-
tive and move towards the
scientific thinking and ap-
proach from existing edu-
cation and make it compat-
ible with the modern pro-
fessional training and digi-
tal technology.

The Governor was
speaking to the delegation
of Taaleem Foundation who
called on him under leader-
ship of'it’s Chief Executive,

Ms Shagufta Noreen here
at the Governor House on

Tuesday.
The Governor said that
we  appreciate  the

endeavours of whole team
of Taaleem Foundation for
decorating new generation
with the ornament of edu-
cation in different districts
of the province.

He said that it is his
personal desire and endeav-
our that our all public sec-
tor universities do work for
imparting education and
modern skills to the women
in the orphanages and darul
amaans besides the univer-
sities. By doing so, we can
break the chains of severe
poverty, major crimes and
inequality, and can make a
more prosperous future for
all, he added.
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QUEA: Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan, Hafiz
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Naeemur Rehman addressing a press conference.

There should be supremacy of constitution in country:

Ameer JI announces to launch

“Giverights to people, give rights to
Balochistan” Tehreek from Sept. 1

Hafiz Naeemur Rehman reiterates call for
country-wide strike against increase in
electricity tariffs

Independent Report
QUETTA: The central
Ameer of Jama’at-e-Islami,
Hafiz Nacemur Rehman has
announced to launch “Haq
Do to Awam and Haq Do
Balochistan” (Give rights
to people and give rights
to Balochistan) movement
from September 1, 2024.
He said that the Jama’at
would start the public
movement against the ma-
jor public issues in the
country.

The Ameer of Jama’at-
e-Islami also reiterated call
for country-wide strike
against the increase in
power tariffs on August

28.

He said that we would
run our movement at our
own, and would not pro-
vide base to anyone.

He demanded of the
government to reign in the
IPPs and give relief to the
general public. He said that
the government people
have also been included in
the agreements made with
the IPPs.

He said that there
should be supremacy of
constitution in the country.
The issue of missing per-
sons is one of the biggest
issue of Balochistan, as
such it must be resolved.
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Digital doublespeak

The state minister for IT continues to waffle. On
Sunday, Shaza Fatima Khawaja was back on TV
screens, categorically denying her government’s
responsibility for the anaemic internet speeds be-
ing experienced by millions of users across the

country.

The frequent, unannounced degradations in
internet connectivity, widely suspected to be a
consequence of the opaque firewall technology
being secretively implemented by the state, was,
in fact, due to more people using VPNs to access
the internet, the minister claimed.

“I can say under oath that the government
neither shut down nor slowed down the internet,”
Ms Khawaja insisted. Claiming that the issue has
now been resolved, the minister then said a meet-
ing had been set up with the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority this week to “ensure that users
in the country do not face similar problems again”.
But if the issue was simply more people using
VPNs, why was there a need to get the PTA in-

volved?

It is precisely because of this opacity around
the new system that is being rolled out that the
masses have remained deeply suspicious of the
government’s words and actions. Despite the sig-
nificant disruptions that have already been caused,
there is still very little that is known about what
exactly the authorities are hoping to achieve, what
the timeline for its rollout will be, and what ordi-
nary users can expect once the new ‘web manage-
ment’ system has been implemented in full.

Consider X, which has remained inaccessible
in Pakistan for the better part of this year despite
no good reason being provided by the authorities.
In fact, the government itself does not seem to
believe in the ban on X, as everyone from the prime
minister to state ministries has apparently been
using VPNs to continue to access and post on the
platform. When the state itself has double stan-
dards about these restrictions, how does it expect
the people to respect them?

This is the main reason why VPNs have sud-
denly become so mainstream. Once the purview of
those attempting to bypass censorship or access
morally repugnant services, they are now being
adopted by ordinary users as well. Now, even those
who simply want to share a multimedia message
on WhatsApp or would like to find out what the
world is talking about on popular social media plat-
forms must use a VPN to tunnel through to the
global internet. Therefore, while the government
may blame VPNs for slowing down the internet, it
should acknowledge that its own policies have
pushed people down this path. The people de-
serve more than clueless representatives
gaslighting them for suffering poor internet con-
nectivity. At the very least, there needs to be much
greater transparency about what is being done to
the internet, especially since it is being done with-

out the public’s input.

Street protests

Dr Niaz Murtaza

The amazing ease with
which street protests in
Bangladesh and earlier
Sri Lanka toppled hated
regimes has left many
Pakistanis envious as to
why we can’t do the
same. But we were per-
haps the first regional
state to do so twice —
angry protests in 1969,
oddly most intense in the
very cities that gained
most from his elitist
progress, toppled Ayub
Khan’s regime and in
1977  Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto’s. Protests weak-
ened Ziaul Haq and
Pervez Musharraf to
cause their fall later.

The Carnegie Glo-
bal Protest Tracker lists
over 700 street protests
in 147 states since 2017.
Street protests now rival
armed struggles as the
main way of opposing
and toppling regimes.
These global and our
own events raise the is-
sue of what street pro-
tests achieve. Nearly
two-thirds of the 700-
plus protests led to no
policy or regime change;
about half lasted a week
or less and attracted less
than 10,000 people.
Those that led to some
policy changes were
usually spearheaded by
organised entities with a
clear agenda. Spontane-
ous protests led by
unorganised  groups
fizzle out, without lasting
change.

Less than 10
toppled regimes — and
the media labels them as
revolution. But the
iconic revolutions in
Russia, France and
China had three out-
comes: people’s power
(armed or street) toppled
long-ruling, autocratic
regimes; more crucially
there was a change in the
political or economic
ideological system from
an elitist to a pro-masses
one, for example, from
capitalism to communism
or monarchy to one-
party rule/ democracy;
the old order of the army
underpinning autocracy

too collapsed.

However, even
those street protests that
topple regimes usually
don’t lead to the other
two outcomes. Iran’s
revolution didn’t lead to
a pro-masses system.
Some states, such as
those that witnessed the
Arab Spring, fell into
chaos (Libya and
Yemen) while Egypt
soon reverted to autoc-
racy. Thus, street pro-
tests can at best topple
autocrats but don’t en-
sure good governance.
That only emerges if
those leading the pro-
tests can convert them-
selves into sustainable
social or political move-
ments with strong egali-
tarian agendas and man-
agement capacities.
Revolutions or protests
may act as the sledge-
hammer that breaks the
mighty rock of autoc-
racy. But to craft the rock
pieces into refined good
governance structures,
societies need the chis-
els of social movements.

This will also be the
challenge for students in
Bangladesh, which had
sustained economic sta-
bility and growth but not
equity under Hasina
Wajed. Do they have a
clear agenda to do bet-
ter than her? It is instruc-
tive to note that they ini-
tially started with the
single-point agenda of
job quotas, which
Hasina had scrapped but
the courts reinstated. So,
in starting to protest,
they oddly had little fo-
cus on her autocratic ac-
tions, including rigging
in polls and a crackdown
on the media and oppo-
sition. Gradually, they
expanded their agenda
but their future vision is
still unclear.

So, while Hasina
met her rightful end, the
country faces future
risks. The Awami League
was the centre-left
grassroots party, which
became autocratic over
time while Khaleda Zia’s
party is a right-wing en-
tity sans a grassroots
presence and was cre-

ated by an army general.
With the Awami League
in disarray, more right-
wing politics could
surge, unless the stu-
dents quickly provide a
liberal alternative, which
is a tough ask.

Why do street pro-
tests no longer emerge to
topple our inept regimes
even though they are
worse than the
Bangladeshi and Sri
Lankan ones? There are
many reasons. The ear-
lier toppling of multiple
autocrats via protests
didn’t deliver able rule.
So, there is fatigue and
dejection. Also, the state
crushes prog-r-essive
social movem-ents and
encourages reactionary
ideas and groups that
divert fo--cus from egali-
tarian ideas. Finally,
there is the veiled and
evo-lving nature of our
autocracy which
doesn’t let anger build
against one regime or
face. Our civilians last
four to five years; even
the real establishment
autocrats retire after
three to six years at the
top. This allows them to
pin blame on past vil-
lains. So, the case
against retired Lt-Gen
Faiz Hameed is being de-
picted as a one-off, while
the reality is that he had
the backing of top indi-
viduals.

Such autocracy is
the root cause of our key
problems. But one-off
street protests will not
help demolish such
shadowy, shifting au-
tocracy. We need
strong and sustained
social movements that
use protests as just one
tool. The rise of the
Baloch Yakjehti Commit-
tee under the brave lead
of Mahrang Baloch is
progress in this regard
as it has emerged from
and addresses the sur-
vival issues of most
marginalised groups.
Similar grassroots
groups in other regions
coordinating with each
other are our best hope
for egalitarian rule. --
Courtesy Dawn

The Taliban concern

Touqir Hussain

Regardless of who has
ruled Afghanistan, it has
always been a problem
neighbour. The Pakistani
establishment may have
thought the problem
would be solved with the
Afghan Taliban’s return
to power but it has wors-
ened. Afghanistan has
become both a critical
foreign policy challenge
and a serious domestic
policy concern.

There are many is-
sues  between the
Taliban’s Afghanistan
and Pakistan but the
main point of contention
is Kabul’s harbouring of
the TTP, whose acts of
terrorism against Chinese
nationals and projects
are hurting Pakistan’s
most important relation-
ship. Their alleged nexus
with Baloch insurgents
and extremist groups in
former Fata threaten
Pakistan’s internal secu-
rity and its already fragile
development prospects.

Diplomacy, eco-
nomic pressure, military
action, and threats of iso-
lation have not moved
the Taliban to act against
the TTP. Their advice to
Pakistan to talk to the
TTP is an attempt to de-
flect pressure from them-
selves. They know from
their own experience that
such groups do not be-
lieve in talks, unless held
on their terms.

There are complex
reasons for their lack of
action. There are ideo-
logical links betwe--en
the Taliban and TTP as
well as historical reasons.
Even during the Raj, Af-
ghanistan offered protec-
tion to any Pakhtun flee-
ing Pakhtun-majority ar-
eas in the subcontinent.

The Taliban lack
both the political will and
capacity to act against
the TTP. They are wor-
ried about domestic
threats and fissures
within their own ranks.
The TTP reportedly en-
joy strategic affinity with
the Islamic  State-
Khorasan and could
merge with it if threatened

by the Taliban, taking
disaffected Taliban mem-
bers with them.

The Taliban may
even benefit from the
TTP’s presence in Af-
ghanistan. They treat
them and other militant
groups operating from
Afghan soil as allies to
meet potential external
aggression and obtain
concessions — recogni-
tion, commercial ties, etc
— from regional coun-
tries. The group is the
Talib-an’s leverage
against Pakistan and
Washington.

Did our security es-
tablishment miss some-
thing? They failed to see
how much Afghanistan,
and indeed Pakistan,
changed — following the
overthrow of the monar-
chy in 1973 — because
of the Soviet invasion,
America’s two Afghan
wars and the war on ter-
rorism, and Pakistan’s
strategic ambitions. And
how Pakistan’s jihadist
currents mingled with the
militant groups and
transnational terrorist
networks produced by
these wars and the glo-
bal Islamist revival. All
this led to the creation of
the Taliban who, in time,
became the flagship of
the extremist network in
the region.

As an insurgent
group, the Taliban’ s de-
pendency on Pakistan
gave Islamabad false
hope that they would re-
main compliant even as a
government. It may have
worked the first time but
Pakistan incurred
reputational and diplo-
matic damage for ques-
tionable benefits. Much
has changed since.

The Afghanistan of
2021 was not the same as
when the Taliban first
came to power. The
Taliban have greater in-
ternal challenges now
and more international
acceptance, and thus
different priorities. Nor is
it the same Pakistan,
which is struggling on
multiple fronts. This has
necessitated a different
approach by the Taliban

towards Pakistan and
the region. Thanks to
their shrewd diplomacy,
countries, including In-
dia and Iran who op-
posed the Taliban the
first time, have been anx-
ious to connect with
them this time. The
Taliban have been suc-
cessfully cultivating a
network of allies includ-
ing China.

The Taliban won’t
act against the TTP.
Pakis-tan itself will have
to do it. Kinetic measures
are necessary but not
enough. They should be
an adjunct to political ac-
tion that must be taken
to add-ress the
grievan-ces of disaf-
fected groups among the
Pakhtun and Bal-och
communities. The TTP
needs to be politically
isolated from these com-
munities, which can only
be done by addressing
their grievances via in-
creased socioeconomic
opportunities, reduced
political marginalisation,
and better governance.

Pakistan’s body
politic has been hol-
lowed out by decades of
authoritarian rule and
deformed democracy,
leading to a weakened
institutional architec-
ture. With institutions
crumbling, the rule of law
and social stability have
been degraded and are
preyed upon by extrem-
ist forces. But the state
is lacking in political will,
moral authority, and ef-
fective instruments of
law and order, resulting
in the strengthening of
the extremist infrastruc-
ture.

A weakened Paki-
stan will enhance the
Taliban’s leverage by ex-
posing the country to in-
stability and extremist
influences. Pakistan’s
struggle  with  the
Taliban’s Afghanistan
must begin at home. Pa-
kistan has been fighting
terrorism but not the
groups or extremist so-
cietal attitudes that in-

spire it. That must
change. -- Courtesy
Dawn

Commerce News

IFAD strengthens
partnership with Pakistan
for food security

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD) is reaffirming its
commitment to collaborate
with Pakistan in reducing
rural poverty and improv-
ing food security.

This comes as the
country faces ongoing chal-
lenges from climate change,
impacting its agricultural
sector, said in IFAD press
release issued here.

The International
Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD) is deter-
mined to continue its part-
nership with Pakistan, fo-

cusing on reducing rural
poverty and enhancing food
security.

Fernanda Thomaz Da
Rocha, IFAD’s new coun-
try director for Pakistan,
highlighted this commit-
ment during her recent in-
troduction to Pakistan’s
Foreign Secretary, Ambas-
sador Muhammad Syrus
Sajjad Qazi.

Da Rocha emphasized
that the collaboration be-
tween [FAD and Pakistan
has been strong for over 40
years, with both parties
working together on inclu-
sive rural development.

HYDERABAD Members of AnJuman e-Tajran
Chicken Market are holding protest demonstra-
tion for acceptance of their demands, at Tower Mar-
ket in Hyderabad.

LCCI, UPTIB sign
MoU to boost
economic cooperation

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and the
UK-Pakistan Trade & In-
vestment Board (UPTIB)
have officially signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to
strengthen economic ties be-
tween the business commu-
nities of Pakistan and the
United Kingdom. The
agreement marks a signifi-
cant step towards enhanc-
ing trade, investment, and
economic collaboration be-
tween the two countries.

The MoU was signed
by LCCI President Kashif
Anwar and CEO-Pakistan
of UPTIB Tajammel
Hussain at the LCCI pre-
mises in Lahore.

In his address, Kashif
Anwar expressed his opti-
mism about the partnership,

stating, “This MoU is a sig-
nificant milestone in our
efforts to enhance bilateral
trade relations with the
United Kingdom. By facili-
tating mutual economic co-
operation, we are opening
doors for business commu-
nities to explore new op-
portunities and strengthen
existing ties. The Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry is committed to
support our members in
every possible way to
achieve sustainable eco-
nomic growth.”

The partnership aims
to foster mutual economic
cooperation, promote busi-
ness opportunities and fa-
cilitate trade in goods and
services among the mem-
bers of both organizations.
Under the terms of the
agreement.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meets with the Sectoral Counc1l
urging comprehensive reforms to boost Pakistan’s Gems and Jewelry industry.

Commerce minister emphasizes
reform, growth in Pakistan’s
gems, Jewelry Sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan on
Tuesday emphasized on
reform and growth in
Pakistan’s gems and jewelry
Sector for sustainable
growth in country’s
economy.

Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to revitalizing Pakistan’s
gems and jewelry industry
during a key meeting with

the Sectoral Council for
Gems and Jewelry, said a
press release issued here.

The meeting, which
gathered virtually, senior
officials from the public
and private sectors, fo-
cused on enhancing the
sector’s export potential
and aligning with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
vision to make this billion-
dollar industry a corner-
stone of Pakistan’s
economy.

Minister Jam Kamal

highlighted the Prime
Minister’s active engage-
ment with the sector, not-
ing that PM Shehbaz Sharif
has personally convened
three to four meetings over
the past few months to ad-
dress the industry’s chal-
lenges and opportunities.
The Minister under-
scored the government’s
dedication to this sector,
emphasizing that the
policy-making process
must be driven by input
from private sector stake-

holders to ensure its suc-
cess.

During the meeting,
the Chairman of the Coun-
cil, Salman Hanif, pin-
pointed regulatory barriers,
particularly amendments to
SRO 760, as critical hurdles
impeding the industry’s
growth.

Hanif argued for the
regularization of the sector
to unlock its full potential.
He stressed that without
addressing these regulatory
challenges.

ICCI President
presents Rs1 m

cheque to
Arshad Nadeem

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari on Tuesday
presented a cheque of Rs1
million to Arshad Nadeem,
Pakistan’s javelin superstar.

Addressing the cer-
emony held at ICCI on
Tuesday, Arshad Nadeem
attributed his success to
hard work and dedication,
stating that there was a long
journey behind his achieve-
ment.

He vowed to maintain
his performance in upcom-
ing events.

SCCI chief inaugurates Facilitation
Desk for provision of grant to SMEs

PESHAWAR (APP):Fuad
Ishaq, president of the
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry on
Tuesday inaugurated a Fa-
cilitation Desk for provi-
sion of a grant to small and
medium scale businesses
and industries announced
by International Organiza-
tion of Migration.

The initiative aims to
facilitate business commu-
nity regarding availing of a
cash grant of International
Organization of Migration
(IOM) for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (SMEs),
said in a statement here.

It is mentioned here

that the International Orga-
nization for Migration
(IOM), a UN body, has
announced a cash grant for
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) through
their Enterprise Develop-
ment Fund (EDF).

This grant is for busi-
ness expansion, boosting
productivity and especially
creating jobs.

President of the
WCCI Peshawar Azra
Jamshed, members, women
entrepreneurs, members of
the business community
and others were present on
the occasion.

Fuad Ishaq, President

SCCl in his remarks on the
occasion appreciated the
IOM and asked small scale
businesses and industries to
take full benefit from this
grant.

He said SCCI has al-
ways been on the front foot
for safeguarding interests
of small and medium enter-
prises and will keep on sup-
porting this important sec-
tor of the economy.

The chamber presi-
dent said federal and pro-
vincial governments take
pragmatic steps for ease of
doing business and provi-
sion of interest-free loans
to the business community.

Ignite — NICAT Pakistan
hosts Asia-Pacific’s first
Meta Llama Pitchathon

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
National Incubation Center
for Aerospace Technologies
(NICAT), in partnership
with Meta, the Ministry of
IT & Telecommunication,
and Ignite National Technol-
ogy Fund, hosted the first-
ever Meta Llama Pitchathon
in the Asia-Pacific region.
This groundbreaking
event highlighted the tre-
mendous potential of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) by
applying Meta’s cutting-
edge Llama 2 and Llama 3
models, said a news release.
On the occasion, Min-
ister of State for IT & Tele-
communication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja said,
“This Pitchathon is a tes-

tament to Pakistan’s grow-
ing capabilities in Al and
technological innovation.
The government is dedi-
cated to creating an environ-
ment that nurtures talent
and encourages the devel-
opment of cutting-edge so-
lutions that address both
local and global challenges.
Events like these are cru-
cial in our journey to posi-
tion Pakistan as a leader in
the global digital economy.”

The competition,
which opened on July 19,
2024, attracted 112 submis-
sions, out of which 7 teams
were shortlisted by the €27
and Meta officials to pitch
their ideas for the final
round on August 13, 2024.

- r . . == i ~
RAWALPINDI: Workers busy in making wooden
items on their workplace at Banni chowk area in
the city.

PR to outsource more
trains through transparent
bidding process

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
planned to outsource the
commercial management
of'additional trains to pri-
vate entities under a Pub-
lic-Private Partnership
(PPP) model through a
transparent and competi-
tive bidding process.

“The basic purpose
of outsourcing the trains
is to provide better facili-
ties to the passengers and
generate more revenue for
the department, official
sources in the Ministry of
Railways told APP.

The department ini-
tially invited tenders for
this outsourcing initiative,
but only three companies
participated, offering bids

below the benchmarked
amount, they added.

As aresult, they said
Pakistan Railways deemed
it unfeasible to proceed
with these firms under the
rules and regulations set
by the Public Procurement
Regulatory Authority
(PPRA). Consequently,
the department plans to
re-advertise the tenders
soon.

They said a commit-
tee within Pakistan Rail-
ways observed that the
bids submitted in the ini-
tial tender process were
lacking in both technical
and financial aspects,
which would have re-
sulted in a lack of com-
petitiveness.
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KP gets first practicing
specialists in diagnosis
of Autism

PESHAWAR (APP):In a
commendable development,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa got
first practicing specialists in
diagnosis of Autism, a com-
plex neuro-developmental
disorder among children, reg-
istering constant surge in the
province during the last few
years. Ms. Rutaba Arif and
M. Kashif Khan both serv-
ing as Speech Language Pa-
thologist and Applied Be-
havior Analysis (ABA)
Therapist, respectively at
Center for Excellence for
Special Children with Au-
tism in Peshawar have
qualified as ‘Practicing
ADOS-2 Specialists’.
“The Autism Diagnos-
tic Observation Schedule-
Second Edition (ADOS-2) is
a standardized assessment
tool that helps in diagnoses
of autism spectrum disorders

(ASD) in children and
adults,” apprises Rutaba Arif.
Talking with APP,
Rutaba informed that Ados-
2 is designed to obtain in-
formation in the areas of
communication, reciprocal
social interactions, re-
stricted and repetitive be-
haviors associated with a
diagnosis of ASD. “It can
only be used by ados-2 cer-
tified clinicians,” she added.
Dueto lack of ADOS-2
Specialists in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, parents had to
take their children to
Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
Lahore for diagnosis of autism
that was very difficult exer-
cise due to physical stress and
financial burden as well.
After qualifying as
ADOS-2 Specialists, both
Rutaba and Kashif can pro-
vide diagnosis services to the

autism patients in Peshawar.
It merits an insertion that
Autism is an overlooked
neuro developmental disor-
der among children and is on
rise in the country with very
scanty cure options.

According to rough
estimates by experts in cur-
ing autism, there are around
500,000 number of artistic
children in Pakistan and
150,000 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. In most
parts of the country, autism
patients are in dire need of
treatment from qualified
therapists in diagnosis and
treatment. In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, there is an
institute in the name of
Center for Excellence for
Special Children with Au-
tism in Peshawar having the
capacity of providing reha-
bilitation.

Isolation Ward and PCR Lab
established at PHQ Hospital
Gilgit to tackle Monkeypox

GILGIT (APP):On the or-
ders of Secretary Health
Gilgit-Baltistan, Dildar
Malik, an isolation ward
and PCR lab have been es-
tablished at PHQ Hospital
Gilgit to tackle the ex-
pected cases of
monkeypox.

According to a state-
ment released by the
spokesperson of the Health
Department Gilgit-
Baltistan, Secretary Health
GB visited PHQ Hospital
Gilgit on Tuesday. On this
occasion, Secretary Health

said that such “monkeypox
isolation wards” are being
established in all RHQ hos-
pitals, Shaheed Syed
Rahman Hospital and
DHQ hospitals. The task
will be completed by tomor-
row evening.

Secretary Health said
that no stone will be left
unturned to prevent the
spread of monkeypox in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Screening centers will
also be established at air-
ports and bus stands in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

ANTF seizes
over 10 kg
drugs; arrests

a drug dealer

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting an
operation in Sialkot man-
aged to recover over 10 kg
drugs, weapons and ar-
rested a drug dealer, said an

ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Tues-
day.

He informed that in a
joint operation conducted
in Tehsil Daska, Sialkot by
ANF and Punjab Police,
10.2 kg drugs, two motor-
cycles and weapons were
recovered.

MULTAN: DG NADRA Major Tanveer, DG MDA Rana Saleem, DC Multan
Waseem Hamed Sindhu and ADC Finance Mubashir Rehman called on the
Chairman Senate Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani. Former member Provincial As-
sembly Dr. Javed Siddiqui is also present on this occasion.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met in
Cairo on Tuesday to dis-
cuss ways to move forward
in negotiations on a
ceasefire in Gaza, the Egyp-
tian presidency said.

Sisi warned of the risk
of the Gaza war expanding
regionally in a way “diffi-
cult to imagine”.

“The ceasefire in Gaza
must be the beginning of
broader international recog-
nition of the Palestinian
state and the implementa-
tion of the two-state solu-
tion, as this is the basic
guarantor of stability in the
region,” he added.

Blinken was in Cairo
pushing for areas of pos-
sible progress on a Gaza
ceasefire and hostage re-
lease deal in talks planned
for later this week, with
major areas of dispute left
unresolved.

With the unabated
strikes by Israeli military
killing at least 40 more Pal-
estinians across the Gaza
Strip taking the death toll
to at least 40,139 and a Pal-
estinian group announcing
the resumption of bomb-
ings inside Israel after many
years, there are few signs
of conciliation on the
ground.

“In a very construc-
tive meeting with Prime
Minister Netanyahu today,
he confirmed to me that Is-
rael accepts the bridging
proposal — that he sup-
ports it,” Blinken told re-
porters in Tel Aviv.

“It’s now incumbent
on Hamas to do the same,
and then the parties, with
the help of the mediators
— the United States, Egypt
and Qatar — have to come
together and complete the
process of reaching clear
understandings about how
they’ll implement the com-
mitments that they’ve

('
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HYDERABAD: Governor KPK Faisal Karim Kundi lays floral wreath on the

shrine of Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai on the concluding day of 281th urs

celebrations.

Hearing of money laundering
case against Pervaiz Elahi
others adjourned till Sep 19

LAHORE (Online): Special
Central Court (SCC)
Lahore has adjourned till
September 19 hearing of
money laundering case
against Former Chief Min-
ister (CM) Punjab
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
and others.

Money laundering
case against Pervaiz Elahi
and others came up for hear-
ing in SCC Lahore Tuesday.

FIA filed challan in the
court against Pervaiz Elahi,
Moonis Elahi, Zara Elahi
and others. Under this
challan other 8 accused in-
cluding Moonis Elahi have
been declared proclaimed
offenders.

Pervaiz Elahi,Zarar
Elahi and other accused ap-

peared in the court and
signed the rolls.

Aamir Saeed Ran ad-
vocate appeared on behalf
of PTT leader in the court.

During the hearing of
the case, Pervaiz Elahi
while moving to the judge
said he is indisposed.

The court directed
him to sit in court room.

Counsel for former
CM Punjab said Zara Elahi
is burqa clad (veiled) lady.
Application for her perma-
nent exemption from atten-
dance has been filed. She
will come when indictment
is framed against her.

The court summoned
arguments from the respon-
dents on exemption plea of
Zara Elahi.

Federal govt dividing
people instead of
uniting them: Saif

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In-
formation Advisor Barris-
ter Saifon Tuesday blamed
the federal government for
dividing people instead of
uniting them.

He stated that KP was
producing the cheapest
electricity in Pakistan
which was being sold at ex-
orbitant prices from the fed-
eral government, adding
that people of KP were be-
ing deprived of any reliefin
power bills despite produc-
ing maximum electricity.

He blamed the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz president Nawaz
Sharif for announcing reduc-
tion in power bills by say-
ing that an MNA elected on
Form-47 can’t announce
lowering in rates of electric-
ity.

He criticised the gov-
ernment for selective devel-
opment in Punjab, implor-
ing that small provinces
needed the most share of all
development as they had
been left behind by large
spending in Punjab.

07 dead, 1397
injured in 1292
road traffic
crashes in
Punjab

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Emergency
Services Department (ESD)
responded to 1292 Road
Traffic Crashes (RTCs) in
all 37 districts of Punjab
during the last 24 hours. In
these RTCs, 07 people
died, whereas 1397 were
injured. Out of these, 585
people with serious injuries
were shifted to different
hospitals, while 812 vic-
tims with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by Rescue Medical
Teams thus reducing the
burden of Hospitals.

The majority (76%)
involved Motorbikes,
therefore effective enforce-
ment of traffic laws and lane
discipline are essential to
reduce the increasing num-
ber of road traffic crashes.

Furthermore, the
analysis showed those 764
drivers, 50 underage driv-
ers, 154 pedestrians, and
486 passengers were among
the victims of road traffic
crashes. The statistics
show that 261 RTCs were
reported in Lahore which
affected 282 persons plac-
ing the Provincial Capital at
top of the list followed by
Faisalabad 99 in with 104
victims and at third Multan
with 80 RTCs and 79 vic-
tims.

The details further re-
veal that 1404 victims were
affected by road traffic
crashes including 1152
males & 252 females.

International News

Egypt’s Sisi, Blinken discuss
ways to move forward in
Gaza ceasefire negotiations

made under this agreement.”

Despite US expres-
sions of optimism and
Netanyahu’s office describ-
ing the meeting as positive,
both Israel and Hamas have
signalled that any deal will
be difficult.

Hamas accused
Netanyahu of “thwarting
the mediators’ efforts” and
Turkiye said Hamas en-
voys had told it that US
officials were “painting an
overly optimistic picture”
despite their clear stance of
abiding by the earlier under-
standing and rejection of the
new conditions being set by
the US.

Ahead of talks in
Qatar last week, Hamas had
called on mediators, rather
than holding more negotia-
tions, to implement a
framework outlined in late
May by US President Joe
Biden. After the Doha
meeting, the US submitted
what mediators called a
“bridging proposal”.

India’s top court orders
medical safety task force
after doctor rape protests

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India’s Su-
preme Court on Tuesday
ordered a national task
force to examine how to
bolster security for
healthcare workers after
the “horrific” rape and
murder of a doctor
sparked medical strikes
and furious protests.

The discovery of the
31-year-old doctor’s
bloodied body at a state-
run hospital in the eastern
city of Kolkata on August
9 has stoked nationwide
anger at the chronic issue

of violence against
women.
Doctors’ associa-

tions from government-
run hospitals in many cit-
ies across India have
launched multiple strikes
that cut non-essential ser-
vices, with protests in

their second week.

Demonstrators
marched through Kolkata
on Tuesday, holding up
signs demanding “justice”,
while the country’s top
court issued orders in the
capital New Delhi.

“The brutality of the
sexual assault and the na-
ture of the crime have
shocked the conscience of
the nation,” the three-
judge bench said in its or-
der, calling the details
“horrific”.

Chief Justice D. Y.
Chandrachud read out the
order, which called for the
formation of a “national
task force” of top doctors
to prepare a plan to pre-
vent violence in healthcare
facilities and draw up an
“enforceable national pro-
tocol” for safe working
conditions.

Iran closes
centres linked
to Germany,

which summons

ambassador

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Iran’s judiciary
has closed two branches
of organisations linked
to Germany due to “ille-
gal activities and finan-
cial fraud”, the
judiciary’s Mizan news
agency said, in a move
protested by Berlin with
the summoning of the
Iranian ambassador.

Mizan published
pictures on Tuesday of
security forces remov-
ing the banner of the
German Language Insti-
tute of Tehran, which is
linked to the German
embassy.

“Additionally, there
have been reports of vio-
lations by other Ger-
many-affiliated centres
and investigations in this
matter are ongoing,”
Mizan added.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and Egypt’s Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty, in El-

Alamein, Egypt.

India, Japan agree to
bolster defence and
security ties

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India and
Japan agreed on Tuesday to
bolster defence and security
ties and backed a “common
strategic vision” of a free
and open Indo-Pacific - a
region where both countries
have troubled relations with
China.

Foreign and defence
ministers of both countries
held talks under the so-
called ‘India-Japan 2+2’
dialogue in New Delhi, the
third such bilateral engage-

ment in five years.

The ministers dis-
cussed progress on the
transfer of battleship com-
munication antennas and
related technology from Ja-
pan to India, according to a
joint statement.

The move would
mark Japan’s first export
of defence equipment and
technology transfer to
New Delhi under a 2015
pact, as Tokyo seeks to
strengthen its defence in-
dustry.

Fears for children’s
health as polio
re-emerges in Gaza

Monitoring Desk
DEIR EL BALAH: In
Gaza, a mother worries that
her month-old son,
Mohammed, could be in-
fected with polio after the
Palestinian health ministry
confirmed the first case in
the enclave on Friday, end-
ing a 25-year period in
which the strip was polio-
free. Just three days after
his birth, Ghada al
Ghandour’s son
Mohammed started devel-
oping skin rashes. “He had
skin rashes as if he was
burnt,” she said. A doctor
told her there were no

creams to treat her child.

She later brought him
to Al Agsa Martyrs Hospi-
tal in Deir el Balah in central
Gaza to seek a diagnosis and
treatment. The rash fueled
his mother’s fears that other
symptoms and diseases
could follow due to a lack of
hygiene and medical sup-
plies in Gaza after more than
10 months of conflict.

In a statement, the
Palestinian health ministry
confirmed the first case of
polio in the city of Deir el
Balah had been detected in
a 10-month-old baby who
had not been vaccinated.

Saudi King
Salman chairs
cabinet meeting,
state news
agency says
Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman bin Abdulaziz
chaired a cabinet meeting on
Tuesday, state media said,
for the first time since a
royal decree issued by him
onAug. 8 allowing the cabi-
net to convene in the ab-
sence of the king, crown

prince or both.

Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman
chaired the Aug. 13 cabinet
session. The 88-year-old
king of the world’s biggest
oil exporter, a major US ally
in the Middle East, received
medical care for lung in-
flammation in May.

Russia’s FSB
detains scientist
on suspicion of

treason

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia’s FSB
security service has de-
tained a scientist in Mos-
cow on suspicion of state
treason, the Interfax news
agency reported on Tues-

day.

The scientist allegedly
carried out distributed de-
nial-of-service (DDoS) at-
tacks on critical infrastruc-
ture on behalf of Ukrainian
security services, it quoted
the FSB as saying.

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Punjab
Food Authority (PFA) has
unearthed a counterfeit
ghee manufacturing unit on
Jaranwala Road and dis-
carded a huge quantity of
unwholesome food includ-
ing 4,800kg hazardous
ghee, 375kg caustic soda,
150 litre loose cooking oil
and 125kg bleaching pow-
der.

Meanwhile, the PFA
enforcement team also
seized 1,700 counterfeit
cartons of famous edible oil
brands, 775kg packing ma-
terial, four storage tanks and
a packing machine during a
raid.

This was informed by
PFA Director General
Muhammad Asim Javaid
while talking to the media
at PFA Headquarters. He
said that acting on the tip-
off, the PFA raided a unit

PFA unearths counterfeit
ghee unit, discards
4,800kg hazardous ghee.

and caught the adulteration
mafia red-handed while an
FIR has been registered
against the culprits in the
respective police station,
leading to the arrest of
people from the spot.

He said that ghee was
extracted from the filth and
fat of animals. He said that
germs-infested ghee was
stored in rusty tanks and
packed in the counterfeit
packaging of popular
brands to deceive custom-
ers.

He further said that
FBO had mentioned the
wrong addresses on the
labelling of ghee packag-
ing.

The food business op-
erator also failed to present
the necessary records to the
raiding team, such as an
agreement with a bio-diesel
or soap manufacturing
company, he said.

.

PESHAWAR: Members of Women Teachers Wel-
fare Association Hayatabad are holding protest dem-
onstration for their rights, outside KPK Assembly
in Peshawar.

A

RAWALPINDI (INP): A
photo exhibition, book
stall and documentary
show on independence
movement was organized
by Punjab Arts Council in
collaboration with
Nazariya Pakistan Trust
Lahore at Divisional Pub-
lic School Rawalpindi on
Tuesday.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner Headquar-
ters Rawalpindi, Ms.
Zonaira Aftab along with

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: An emo-
tional US President Joe
Biden passed the torch to
Democratic nominee Ka-
mala Harris with a hug on
Monday, saying he gave ev-
erything for his country in
a bittersweet farewell
speech at the party’s con-
vention in Chicago.

“America, America, |
gave my best to you,” the
81-year-old Biden said,
quoting a patriotic hymn
during a nearly hour-long
address that ran through his
achievements while urging
voters to back his vice
president against Donald
Trump in November.

Harris joined him on
stage after the speech and the
pair embraced, as the crowd
gave Biden a rapturous re-
ception following his stun-
ning decision less than a
month ago to drop out of the

Photo exhibition on
independence movement
organized at DPS

Deputy Director
Muhammad Shakoor was
the Chief Guest of the in-
augural ceremony.
Addressing the par-
ticipants of exhibition, Ms.
Zonaira Aftab said that it
was extremely important
for the younger generation
to thoroughly study the
history of Pakistan so that
they can understand how
this country was estab-
lished and who played a
key role in its creation.

Biden says ‘I gave my
best’ as he passes
torch to Harris

2024 White House race. Ina
remarkable turnaround, Har-
ris has reenergised the party
and wiped out Republican
rival Trump’s lead in the
polls, but Biden insisted that
he was not bitter about step-
pingaside. Instead, as he con-
templates the imminent end
of a five-decade political
career, he said that he had
done what he thought best
to ensure that his nemesis
Trump does not return to
the Oval Office.

“I love the job, but I
love my country more. |
love my country more,” said
Biden. “And all this talk
about how I’m angry at all
those people who said I
should step down — that’s
not true.” Both Biden and
Harris appeared to wipe
away a tear as the US leader
won a huge four-minute
ovation when he first took
to the stage.

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The Philippines
has agreed to a request by
the United States to tempo-
rarily hosta U.S. immigrant
visa processing center for a
limited number of Afghan
nationals aspiring to resettle
in America, the treaty allies
announced Tuesday. The
Philippine government’s
approval of the request,
which initially faced local
concerns over potential se-
curity and legal issues, re-
flects how relations between
Manila and Washington have
deepened under President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who
took office in 2022. The De-
partment of Foreign Affairs
in Manila said the agreement
was undergoing final domes-
tic procedures and needs to
be finally ratified by Marcos
before it takes effect. It did
not provide other details,
including how many Af-
ghans would be allowed to
temporarily stay in the Phil-
ippines at any time while
their special immigrant vi-
sas for resettlement to the
U.S. are being completed.

A senior Philippine of-

Philippines to host a US visa
processing center for up to 300
Afghans resettling in America

ficial, however, told The
Associated Press that only
150 to 300 applicants would
be accommodated in the
Philippines under the “one-
time” deal. The official who
had knowledge of the nego-
tiations agreed to speak on
condition of anonymity be-
cause of a lack of authority
to speak publicly. Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs
spokesperson Assistant
Secretary Teresita Daza
said Afghan nationals should
secure a visa to enter the
Philippines and would be
subjected to “full security
vetting.” Each visa appli-
cant can stay not more
than 59 days. The U.S.
government will shoulder
the costs for the stay of
the Afghan nationals, in-
cluding food, housing, se-
curity and medical and
transportation expenses,
Daza said. She added that
the U.S. government and
the International Organi-
zation for Migration as
manager of the unspeci-
fied facility where the Af-
ghan visa applicants
would be billeted.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatization, Board of Investment and

Communications, Abdul Aleem Khan while speaking at the meeting of the
National Assembly’s Standing Committee on Communications.

Pakistan Education Endowment
Fund to support higher education
of underprivileged students: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday said that
the government had estab-
lished the Pakistan Educa-
tion Endowment Fund to
support children from low-
income families to obtain
higher education.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with Israr Khan
Kakar, the newly elected
President of Oxford Union
of UK’s Oxford University,
said that a 20% quota had
been allocated for the youth
of Balochistan under the
Pakistan Education Endow-

Shehbaz warmly welcomed
Israr Kakar at the PM
House, appreciated him for
bringing fame to Pakistan,
and viewed that talented
youth like him could guar-
antee a bright future for
Pakistan.

He lauded Kakar for
contesting and winning the
Oxford Union election as a
manifestation of his stead-
fastness and firm resolve.
He expressed the hope that
Pakistani youth like Israr
Kakar would continue to
bring laurels to Pakistan.

“Winning scholarship

as president of a great body
like Oxford Union by a
youngster coming from a
backward area  of
Balochistan is a matter of
pride,” the prime minister
remarked.

Inviting him to ad-
dress the Oxford Union,
Israr Kakar appreciated
Prime Minister Shehbaz for
his government’s measures
for youth empowerment
and providing them equal
opportunities.

“All of the youth like
me, are resolved to offer all-
out services for Pakistan’s

T ime Minister carobsand them nis loction el romamel T

Over 85,000 patients |Bilawal felicitates
treated in last 9 months e;;fl‘;te'f:i;n
under Health Card successful test

Program in Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: One-day train-
ing workshop was held un-
der the aegis of Balochistan
Health Card Programme
here at the Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information
Technology, Engineering
and Management Sciences
(BUITEMS) on Tuesday.

The workshop was
organized in collaboration
with the GIZ German Co-
operation and Khyber
Medical University.

The Chief Executive
Officer of Health Card
Programme, Asadullah
Kakar, Director Technical,
Dr Shako Mengal, Director
Administration, Dr Ahmed

Bakht Kakar and district
support managers, Deputy
district officers, PPHI of-
ficers and officers of
Benazir Income Support
Programme participated in
the workshop.
Addressing the work-
shop, CEO Health Card
Programme informed that
the provincial government

had introduced the
programme nine months
ago.

During this period,
more than 85,000 patients
have so far been provided
free of cost treatment. He
said that it is completely
digitalized system in
which there is no need of
safarish.

Wali, Dr Maria Tareen, Dr
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of Shaheen-I1

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Tuesday felicitated the sci-
entists and engineers on the
successful test of the
Shaheen-II ballistic missile.

According to a press
release issued here by the
party secretariat, Bilawal
Bhutto said “Our missile
technology reflects the ex-
pertise and dedication of our
scientists and engineers.”
Chief PPP said that the suc-
cessful test of Shaheen-1II is
a message of fear for
Pakistan’s enemies. “It is a
matter of pride that this mis-
sile technology is a gift to the
homeland from my mother,”
Bilawal Bhutto added.
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ouzia Shaheen and others meeting with Deputy
Balochistan Assembly Ghazala Gola
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Gas tariff to remain unchanged
until December-January: Malik

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Petroleum, Dr.
Musadik Masood Malik
Tuesday said that the cur-
rent gas tariff would remain
unchanged until the winter
months of December and
January.

Addressing a press
conference, he said that the
gas tariff has not been in-
creased, and the govern-
ment is striving to avoid
placing any additional bur-
den on the people.

“If the need arises to
provide relief, we will make
decisions in consultation
with all provinces and move
forward together. However,
our aim is to avoid increas-

ing gas prices,” he said.

The minister said that
98% of domestic electric-
ity consumers, who use up
to 500 units, have been pro-
vided relief by the Punjab
government.

He added that 86% of
those consuming up to 200
units have also received re-
lief from the federal govern-
ment. He urged other pro-
vincial governments to of-
fer similar relief if they
wish.

Heurged political lead-
ers to refrain from spread-
ing chaos and to partici-
pate in parliamentary
committees to contribute
to the nation’s develop-

ment.

Dr. Malik highlighted
that certain elements are
attempting to create ob-
stacles in the country’s
progress, prosperity, and
development. “These are
the people who do not want
to see the country
progress,” he added.

Dr. Malik also re-
called that after the elec-
tions, the opposition was
offered the chance to form
the government, but they
refused.

He mentioned that the
Pakistan Peoples Party had
also extended an offer to the
current opposition to form
the government.

New Gwadar Intl Airport
to be completed by end of
this year, states DG GDA

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Director
General of Gwadar Devel-
opment Authority (GDA)
Shafqat Anwar Shahwani
has stated that the new
Gwadar International Air-
port would be completed
by end of this year.

He said that Gwadar
is going to become biggest
economic zone because of
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
projects, establishment of
central business desk and
special economic district.

He said that the indus-
trial activities have already
been started in the free zone.

Besides, the govern-
ment is taking practical
steps for launch of the
trade activities at Gwadar
port.

The Director General
of GDA was speaking in the
programme of state-run TV
“baat karobar ki” on Tues-
day.

He mentioned that in
first phase of the CPEC, so-
cial and economic projects
were included. Of them,
most of the projects have
almost been completed,
which are included: new
Gwadar International air-
port, GDA Pak-China
Friendship Hospital, Pak-
China Technical and Voca-
tional Institute, East by
Expressway, Gwadar Uni-
versity, water desalination
plant and free zone’s first
phase projects. In second
phase, attention would be
given towards establish-
ment of industrial zones, he
announced.

BFA cracks
down on fake
beverage

factory in
Quetta

Independent Report
QUETTA.: The
Balochistan Food Author-
ity and Quetta Police con-
ducted a joint operation
against a fake beverage fac-
tory on Sabzal Road,
Quetta. The factory was
producing counterfeit
“Sting” beverages and other
multinational brands. The
authorities seized 2400
fake cold drinks, filling ma-
chinery, and labeling materi-
als from the factory. The fac-
tory was producing bever-
ages for local and multina-
tional companies, including
Fanta, Coca-Cola, Sting, and
Redish Anar. The joint op-
eration resulted in the imme-
diate sealing of the factory,
and further legal action was
taken against the owners.

Ahsan urges swift completion
of CPEC Phase-II corridor
concept papers

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development, and
Special Initiatives, Ahsan
Igbal Tuesday chaired a re-
view meeting on the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) projects,
stressing the urgency of
preparing concept papers
for five new corridors pro-
posed by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping in August
2023.

“The concept papers
for all CPEC Phase-II
projects should be com-
pleted as soon as possible,
aligning with these five new
corridors,” he said while
chairing a review meeting on
CPEC  projects in
Islamabad on Tuesday.

The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary Plan-
ning Awais Manzur Sumra,
secretaries of relevant min-
istries, heads of'institutions,
and senior officials.

Ahsan Igbal reiterated
that all Working Groups
(WGs) have been directed
to expedite the preparation
of these concept papers.

Ahsan Igbal informed
the meeting that Pakistan
and China have agreed to
initiate work on these five

corridors, which were
aligned with Pakistan’s 5SEs
framework (Export, En-
ergy, Equity, E-Pakistan
and Environment) for its
economic development.
Elaborating the five new
initiatives, he said that un-
der the Livelihood Corridor
provision of the best
amenities to the people and
creating employment op-
portunities were included.

Under the Innovation
Corridor, the minister said
new projects would be ini-
tiated through modern tech-
nology and imparting infor-
mation technology skills to
the youth. “While the
CPEC would be used to
promote connectivity and
establish more friendly re-
lations with Central Asian
states under the Open Re-
gional Cooperation.”

The Regional Connec-
tivity Corridor will utilize
CPEC to foster relations
and promote connectivity
with Central Asian states
under the Open Regional
Cooperation framework.

Ahsan Igbal expressed
confidence that comprehen-
sive documents on these
five corridors would be fi-

gust and presented during
the visit of China’s Prime
Minister to Pakistan.

He instructed relevant
stakeholders and ministry
officials to collaboratively
develop joint plans for
these corridors and prepare
five-year strategic plans
under the CPEC portfolio
for submission to the Joint
Cooperation Committee
Jco).

The Planning minister
also directed the ministries
concerned to prepare five-
year plans under the CPEC
portfolio for submission in
the Joint Cooperation
Committee, stressing to
hold regular meetings of
joint working groups in
September so that the next
five-year CPEC strategy
could be evolved.

“Our aim should be
industrial and commercial
development and increase in
foreign investment,” he said
adding long-term projects
be included in the working
group with sector-wise
breakup.

Ahsan Igbal gavea 15-
day timeline to all the min-
istries concerned to submit
their CPEC-related
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Mushtaq meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

Senate Body criticizes NHA
for poor road conditions,
mismanagement in Balochistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
meeting of Senate Standing
Committee on Communi-
cations held with Senator
Pervaiz Rashid in chair on
Tuesday criticized the Na-
tional Highway Authority
(NHA) over poor road con-
ditions and mismanagement
in Balochistan. The Senate
Body on Communications
in its session focused on a
notice by Senator Samina
Mumtaz Zehri, addressing
alarming statistics from the
Balochistan Medical Emer-

gency Response Center
(BMERC). BMERC re-
ports indicate over 46,000
accidents on Balochistan
highways in the past five
years, attributed to inad-
equate road conditions and
heavy traffic. Senator
Mumtaz highlighted the
poor state of key roads in-
cluding Uthal (N-25), Kalat
(N-25), Gwadar (N-10),
and Killa Saifullah (N-50),
covering a total of 620 kilo-
meters. She emphasized
that despite government al-

locations, the crucial N-25
remains undeveloped. Both
the NHA and the Ministry
of Communications failed to
provide satisfactory an-
swers regarding the utiliza-
tion of funds since a decade.
Senators criticized the
NHA for poor road main-
tenance and questioned the
establishment of toll plazas
that do not benefit local com-
munities. The committee also
discussed the role of over-
speeding, overloading, and
inadequate driver ethics.

Governor assigns look-after
charge of VC of SBKWU
to Prof. Dr. Naheed Haq

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Pro-Vice
Chancellor or Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women Uni-
versity (SBKWU), Profes-
sor Dr. Naheed Haq has
been assigned the look-af-
ter charge of vacant posi-
tion of Vice Chancellor of
the University with imme-
diate effect.

This was announced in
an official notification is-
sued here by the
Governor’s secretariat the
other day.

According to the noti-
fication, the Governor,
who also happens to be the

Chancellor of public sector
universities, assigned the
look-after charge of the va-
cant position of Vice Chan-
cellor of SBKWU with im-
mediate effect and until fur-
ther orders.

It may be mentioned
here that Professor Dr.
Sajida Noreen was removed
from the position of Vice
Chancellor last week. A
penalty of removal from
position was also imposed,
as per the notification is-
sued then by the Higher
Education Department,

Government of

Balochistan.

Naseem emphasizes
importance of education
for Pakistan’s progress

Independent Report
QUETTA: Provincial Ad-
visor for Environment and
Climate Change, Naseem ur
Rahman Khan Mulla Khail,
stressed that Pakistan’s in-
dependence was a result of
educated, aware, and en-
lightened thinking. He em-
phasized that the power of
knowledge can elevate Pa-
kistan among the top na-
tions globally.

Speaking as a special
guest at the 33rd anniver-
sary of Islamic Girls Col-
lege Quetta and Pakistan’s
77th independence day cel-
ebrations, he said that edu-
cation should be the top
priority, as it not only safe-

QUETTA: National Party Head & MPA Dr Abdul

guards our ideological but
also geographical bound-
aries. He highlighted the
crucial role of women in
national development, stat-
ing that progress is impos-
sible without their contri-
bution.

He urged providing
better educational opportu-
nities for girls to enable
them to play a positive role
in the country’s develop-
ment.

He emphasized the
need to educate girls about
the importance of freedom
and the sacrifices made for
it, so they can appreciate
its value and contribute to
the country’s progress.

Malik Baloch addressing on

Chairman
PAC, DG
NADRA visit
Registration
Office Pishin

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Member
Provincial Assembly and
Chairman Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) Asghar
Tareen visited the NADRA
Registration Office in
Pishin on Tuesday.

Also accompanied
with him was Director Gen-
eral NADRA Balochistan,
KashifIgbal.

During the visit, the
Chairman PAC along with
DG NADRA reviewed the
women center for Women
inthe NADRA Registration
center.

ECP fixes
Aug 26 for
postal ballots
in bye-election
in NA 171

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
(ECP) has fixed August 26
last date for receipt of ap-
plications for postal ballot
papers for Bye-Election in
NA-171 R.Y. Khan-III
This facility, under the
law, has been extended to
the persons in Government
service, members of Armed
Forces, their wives and
such of their children as are
registered voters and ordi-
narily reside with them
provided they are stationed
at a place other than the
place in which their con-
stituency is situated.

condolence reference of founder of National Party Mir Hasil Khan Bazenjo.

PM to give ‘good news’
on IPPs within month

or two:

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister Awais
Leghari has said that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
will good news to people
over IPPs within a month
or two.

Addressing youth
convention in Islamabad en-
ergy minister said that the
steps being taken to address
energy crisis in the coun-
try. “Reforms are inevitable
in energy sector,” he said.

He said the energy bill-
ing has been 1100 billion
with 400 billion losses in
it.

“We silently worked
over the issue of the IPPs
but all and sundry joined
the bandwagon,” energy

Awais

minister said. “It became
good for us as it brings pres-
sure over the IPPs,” he said.

“We convinced the
IPPs within the limits of in-
ternational contracts,” min-
ister said. “We did the work
in three-and-half months,
which didn’t happen in
Pakistan’s history,” Leghari
said.

“Within a month or
two Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will give a
good news to the public
and industries,” energy
minister said. “Everyone
will be benefited from it”.

He said the task force
has been constituted, in
which the agencies’ people
have also been included.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani student at Oxford Uni-

versity, Israr Khan Kakar,

who was recently elected

as President of Oxford Union calls on Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Interior minister lauds
security forces for killing
BLA terrorists in Mastung

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi on Tuesday
commended the security
forces for killing 3 terror-
ists of the Balochistan Lib-
eration Army (BLA) in an
intelligence-based opera-
tion in Mastung.

The minister in a news
release, praised the profes-
sional capabilities of the
security forces for conduct-
ing a successful operation
against the terrorists re-
sponsible for the martyr-
dom of Deputy Commis-
sioner Panjgur, Zakir Ali.

Mohsin Naqvi said
that the security forces have
brought the perpetrators of
Zakir Ali’s martyrdom to a
dreadful end through a suc-
cessful operation.

He added that
Pakistan’s security forces
are capable and profes-
sional, and the nation is
proud of them. He further
said that the security forces
are performing their duties
with dedication to establish
peace in Balochistan, and
they will foil every con-
spiracy to create instabil-
ity in the province.

Relief efforts intensify in
Lasbela district after floods

Independent Report
LASBELA: Following the
directives of Federal Min-
ister Jam Kamal and MPA
Zarin Magsi, the district
administration of Lasbela
has intensified relief efforts
in the flood-affected areas
of Tehsil Bela.The admin-
istration is working tire-
lessly to provide relief to
the affected families and
restore normalcy in the
area.

Assistant Commis-
sioner Bela, Habib-ur-
Rehman, is overseeing the
distribution of relief goods
and tents among the af-
fected families.

De-watering efforts
have begun in schools and
surrounding areas of
Gadur Goth and other vil-
lages.
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Peoles Party (PPP) Chairman,

The Municipal Com-
mittee and Revenue Depart-
ment staff are actively par-
ticipating in relief efforts.
The Irrigation
Department’s machinery is
stationed in various areas,
including Chhab Saleh
Goth, to assist in relief op-
erations.

The district adminis-
tration, along with provin-
cial departments, is work-
ing to restore connectiv-
ity on affected roads. Ef-
forts to repair the link road
in Tehsil Lakhar are ongo-
ing under the supervision
of the district administra-
tion.

The administration is
working tirelessly to pro-
vide relief to the affected
families and restore nor-

malcy in the area.
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Bilawal Bhutto Zardari chairs a video link meet-
ing of the irrigation departments of Sindh and
Balochistan, held at Bilawal House in Karachi.

Commendation certificate & cash prize given:

KillaAbdullah’s excavator driver
who rescued family from flood
officially honured by DC

Independent Report
QUETTA: The excavator
driver, Mohibullah, who
saved a family stuck in the
flashflood in Toba Achakzai
area of Killa Abdullah, was
officially honoured by the
Deputy Commissioner, on
Tuesday morning.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Killa Abdullah, Dr.
Farooq Abdullah invited
the excavator driver,
Mohibullah and his rela-
tives in his office, Killa
Abdullah to express grati-
tude on behalf of the Chief
Minister, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti.

It may be mentioned
here that Mobibullah had
rescued a family of five per-
sons who was stuck in the
flood water the other day.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner highly appreciated
Mohibullah on behalf of the
Chief Minister and pre-
sented him the commenda-
tion certificate and cash re-
ward.

Speaking to the gallant

excavator driver, the
Deputy Commissioner said
that the Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has appreci-
ated his spirit.

He said that the Chief
Minister would also meet
him and give him the ap-
preciation certificate as
well. Talking to the Deputy
Commissioner, Mohibullah
said that he considered it his
duty to rescue the family,
stuck in the flood water.

He said that he helped
the family for the sake of
Allah Almighty.
Mohibullah also said that
it is included in teachings
of our religion and tradi-
tions.

However, he is thank-
ful to Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti who encour-
aged him saying that the en-
croachment of Chief Min-
ister is a matter of pride for
him.

He also thanked the
people of country who ex-
tended love and apprecia-
tion to him.
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