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Attempts to weaken army
tantamount to undermine
country, says COAS

Gen Asim Munir says armed forces will not let
sacrifices of their martyrs to go in vain; Says
Pakistan’s future is bright and secure, our forces
defend it with unwavering resolve

will continue to

Monitoring Desk
RAWALPNDI: Army
Chief General Asim Munir
has stated weakening the
armed forces is tantamount
to weakening the country,
pledging that the military
will not allow let its sacri-
fices to go in vain.

He stated this while
addressing the Azadi Parade
at Pakistan Military Acad-
emy (PMA) in Kakul on
the eve of Independence
Day late Tuesday.

The parade was held at

Pakistan Military Academy
(PMA) Kakul to mark the
78th Independence Day.

“Pakistan came into
being to stand out among
the comity of nations. Pa-
kistan is a fait accompli and
it cannot be undone,” the
army chief stated.

Gen Munir said the
country’s people “are liv-
ing as a free nation owing
to the martyrs’ sacrifices”.

“We emerge as a strong
nation after trial and tribu-
lations. To weaken

Pakistan’s armed forces is
tantamount to weakening
the country itself.”

The army chief said
armed forces will not let
sacrifices of their martyrs
to go waste.

“Unfortunately the
forces who have evil designs
of extremism and extrem-
ism have surfaced in our
country.”

Gen Munir said that
the base of our national

Continued on page 2

PM announces cash price of
Rs150m for Arshad Nadeem

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz

Sharif on Tuesday an-
nounced a cash award of
Rs150 million (15 crore) to
Olymplan and gold medal-

nounced establishment of
Pakistan Sports Endow-
ment Fund with Rs1 billion
to support the players
whereas a committee would
be set up to give recommen-
datlons for the promotlon
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ist Arshad Nadeem besides,
anumber of other initiatives
to recognize his historic feat
in javelin throw competi-
tion of Paris Olympics
2024.

Addressing a special
ceremony held at the PM
Office and televised on Tv
channels, the prime minis-
ter said that the road be-
tween F-9 and F-10 sectors
of Islamabad would be re-
named as ‘Arshad Nadeem
road’, besides Arshad
Nadeem High Performance
Academy would be estab-
lished at Jinnah Stadium to
groom the young talent for
the upcoming 2028 Olym-
pics.

The prime minister an-

of sports in the country.
On the occasion, the
prime minister also an-
nounced an award of Rs10
million (1 crore)for Salman
Igbal Butt, Arshad’s coach.
He said that he had also
recommended conferment
of Hilal-i-Imtiaz award
upon Arshad Nadeem.
The prime minister
said that it was a moment
of immense pride to host
nation’s hero Arshad
Nadeem who had won the
gold medal in Paris Olym-
pics after a gap of 40 years,
on the basis of his hard
work.
The entire nation
thanked him as his success

Continued on page 2

Govt slashes petrol
price by Rs8.47 per litre

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: In a relief for the masses reeling under
the skyrocketing inflation, the government has reduced
the petrol price by Rs8.47 per litre.
A notification in this regard has also been issued by
the finance ministry in which the diesel price also re-

duced by Rs6.07 per litre.

The decision comes mainly due to a drop in fuel

prices in the global market.

The new price of the petrol stands at Rs260.96 per
litre while that of diesel, it is Rs266.07 per litre.
The fuel price cut comes as a major relief for the

masses on the occasion of Independence Day, as the
country gears up for the celebration of 77 years of inde-
pendence today (August 14).

Man dies, six injured in
Quetta hand grenade blast

QUETTA (APP): A man
died and six other sustained
injuries in a hand grenade
blast at the Liaqat Bazaar
area of the provincial capi-
tal on Tuesday.

According to the police
sources, unknown men
hurled a hand grenade near
China Chowk which went
off.

As a result, a man
namely Irfanullah died on
the spot while Muhammad
Zainullah, Amanullah,
Habibur Rehman, Sagar
Govind, Yousuf Masih and
Shabir received injuries.
The body and the injured
were rushed to Quetta Civil
Hospital’s Trauma Center
where the injured treat-

ments were started.

While talking to the
media, MD Trauma Center
Dr. Arbab Kamran con-
firmed that six injured
people in the Liaquat Ba-
zaar bomb blast were
brought to the trauma cen-
ter after first aid in the acci-
dent department of Civil
Hospital Quetta.

Provincial Health Min-
ister Balochistan
Sardarzada Mir Faisal Khan
Jamali and Health Secretary
Saleh Muhammad Baloch
directed to MD Trauma
Center Dr. Arbab Kamran
and MS Civil Hospital
Quetta Dr. Ishaq Panizi to
provide best medical facili-
ties to the injured.
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ISLAMABAD: Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam (F) chief of
Maulana Fazlur Rehman addressing on the All
Parties Tahaffuz Namoos-e-Risalat conference.

Opposition
evolves plan to
give tough time

to government

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Opposition has evolved a
plan to give tough time to
government.

According to sources
opposition held a meeting
here to review overall situ-
ation of the country.

The meeting was at-
tended by Mehmood Khan
Achakzai, chairman
Tehreek-e-Tahaffaz-Ayeen,
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
head of JUI-F, Chairman
PTI Gohar Ali Khan, Asad
Qaisar, Umar Ayoub and
others. The sources said the
recent decision of Supreme
Court (SC) was discussed
in details in the meeting and
the decision was taken to
give tough time to govern-
ment.

BLF most wanted
terrorist Shambin
alias Shahak killed

by his own colleague
QUETTA (Online): Most
wanted terrorist of
Balochistan Liberation
Front (BLF) Shambin alias
Shahak has been killed by
his own colleague.

According to security
sources internal differences
in the tanks of BLF have
deepened. Its ring leader
and most wanted terrorist
Shambin alias Shahk has
been killed by his own as-
sociate. He remained in-
volved in high profile ter-
rorist activities.

He was wanted by law
enforcement agencies for
attacking forces and killing
his old comrades.

RAWALPNDI: Army Chief General Asim Munir addressing Azadi Parade at

PMA Kakul

Grand Jashne Azadi ceremony at Bugti stadium:

CM Bugti invites all angry
people for negotiations

Says “come your state guarantees you the bright future, leave the weapons and
come down from the mountains, the state would embrace you’; Vows to
take revenge of every single drop of blood of martyr

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
extended offer of dialogue

otherwise angry people
saying “come your state
guarantees you the bright
future, leave the weapons
and come down from the

to the angry people on eve
of Jashne Azadi.
He addressed to the

mountains, the state would
embrace you,” the Chief
Minister said while ad-

dressing the grand cer-
emony held marking the
77th Independence Day
here at the Bugti stadium
on Tuesday.

The prominent person-

Continued on page 2

Funeral prayer of martyr Deputy

Commissioner Panjgur offered

Independent Report
QUETTA: The funeral prayer of martyr Deputy Com-
missioner Panjgur, Zakir Baloch was offered at the Cen-
tral Police Office on Tuesday morning.

The funeral prayer was attended by the Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail, Chief Min-
ister, Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, Corps Commander, Lt.
General Rahat Naseem Ahmed Khan, Provincial Minis-
ter for Home, Mir Ziaullah Langove, Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadlr Khan, Inspector General of Police, Abdul

Khaliq Sheikh, Deputy Inspector General of Pohce and
other high ups.

After offering funeral prayer, the body of Deputy
Commissioner Panjgur was sent to the native town,
Turbat for burial.

Earlier, the Governor, Chief Minister and other high
ups laid floral wreathe at the coffin of martyr Deputy
Commissioner.

It may be mentioned here that Deputy Commissioner
Panjgur, Zakir Baloch was gunned down by unknown
armed assailants while he was on his way to Quetta from
Panjgur on Monday night.

The Chairman Municipal Committee Panjgur, Abdul
Malik Baloch, accompanied by the Deputy Commis-
sioner, was also injured in the firing incident.
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Two terrorists
Killed as search
operation starts

in Mastung

Independent Report
QUETTA: Two terrorists
were killed during search
operation started against
the terrorists following ter-
rorist attack at the vehicle
of Deputy Commissioner
Panjgur in Mastung area on
Tuesday.

The sources of Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD) informed that the
search operation was
started against terrorists in
Mastung.

The CTD, Police, Lev-
ies and Quick Response
Force (QRF) are taking part
in the search operation be-
ing carried out in Mastung
after the incident of terror-
ism that claimed life of
Deputy Commissioner
Panjgur.

During the operation,
two terrorists were report-
edly killed. However, the
search operation is still
continued, the sources of
CTD informed adding the
more force has been called
in this regard.

The CTD sources said
that it would be ensured to
eliminate terrorists and re-
store peace.
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All stakeholders to be taken on board for
resolving issues of province:

Balochistan close to heart
of PM and federal govt,
measures to be taken to

address issues: Ishaq Dar

Chief Minister says strong relation of trust can be
established between state & general public,
reforms being brought for improving governance
being top priority of provincial government

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Deputy
Prime Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar has
stated that Balochistan is
close to the heart of Prime
Minister =~ Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharifand the fed-
eral government and as such
steps would be taken to re-
solve the issues being faced
by the province and it’s
people.

He said that it is neces-
sary that Balochistan gets
it’s genuine rights.

He said that economic
situation of the country is
surely hard but it is not dis-

appointing. He said that the
future of Pakistan is bright
and this country has come
into being for ever.

The Deputy Prime
Minister was presiding
over the meeting about the
law and order situation and
development projects in
Balochistan here at the
Chief Minister secretariat
on Tuesday.

Also present in the
meeting were the Speaker
National Assembly, Sardar
Muhammad Ayaz Sadiq,
Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz

Continued on page 2

QUETTA: Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
being briefed by Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti and Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan regarding law and order
situation and ongoing development projects in

Balochistan

We have to realize new generation
about great sacrifices of our elders
for independence, says Governor

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has em-
phasized that there is a need
to remind and realize the
new generation that our el-
ders had rendered great sac-
rifices for the independence
of Pakistan.

In an official message
issued here on Tuesday, the
Governor said that we are
celebrating 77th anniver-
sary of Pakistan on this
14th August.

He said that we are ac-
tually remembering numer-
ous sacrifices rendered for
acquiring the freedom of
Indo-Pak subcontinent, we
are enjoying with.

The Governor said that

we pay tributes to the sac-
rifices, hardships and
struggle of our forefa-
thers while celebrating the
Independence day with
pride.

However, we need to
realize the new generation
about the sacrifices ren-
dered by our elders in free-
dom of our country.

He mentioned that our
forefathers have been in
forefront in strengthening
the All India Muslim
League.

He said that freedom is
a great blessing, and it is our
responsibility to maintain
it.

He stressed that let’s
unite for celebrating our
freedom, unity and unwa-
vering spirit of Pakistan.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet Meeting.

President strongly
condemns attack

on Panjgur DC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Tuesday strongly con-
demned the attack on the
Deputy Commissioner of
Panjgur Zakir Baloch in the
Mastung district of
Balochistan. The president
expressed his deep grief
over the martyrdom of the
deputy commissioner in the
attack.

Conveying condolence
to the bereaved family of
Zakir Baloch, he prayed to
Allah Almighty to grant
them strength to bear the
loss and also for the eleva-
tion of the martyred soul’s
ranks in paradise.

Pakistan expresses grave
concern over recurrent theft
of radioactive materials in India

ISLAMABAD (Online):
:In response to a question
about Pakistan’s reaction to
the arrest of a gang in India
with radioactive material,
the Spokesperson , Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
stated the following:

“Pakistan is gravely
concerned at the reports of
recurring incidents of theft
and illicit sale of nuclear and
other radioactive materials
in India.

In the latest incident, a
gang of individuals were
found in illegal possession
of a highly radioactive and
toxic substance Cali-

fornium, worth US$ 100
million in quantity. Three
incidents of theft of Cali-
fornium were also reported
in2021.

Last month, five indi-
viduals with a radioactive
device reportedly stolen
from Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Center (BARC)
were also found from
Dehradun.

These recurring inci-
dents call into question the
measures taken by New
Delhi for the safety and se-
curity of nuclear and other
radioactive material.

These incidents also

: “
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suggest the existence of a

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Info

rmation Ms.

Ambreen Jan accompanied by the participants of
the Painting Competition and Exhibition cutting
cake to commemorate 78th Independence Day of
Pakistan organized by Directorate of Electronic

Media and Publications.

BTTN celebrates 78th
Independence Day

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Think Tank
Network (BTTN) marked
the 78th Independence Day
of Pakistan with a message
of hope, resilience and fu-
ture potential.

An in-house seminar
was held to commemorate
the nation’s journey and
chart its future course. The
event was attended by the
Faculty of Research, explor-
ing the multifaceted aspects
of Pakistan’s progress, chal-
lenges, and aspirations.

The program com-
menced with the national
anthem of Pakistan, setting
areverent tone for the day’s
proceedings, which fol-
lowed the recitation of the
Holy Quran.

The event was con-
cluded with the address by
the head of BTTN Brig
Agha Ahmad Gul ®, who

offered valuable insights,
particularly concerning the
province of Balochistan.

Brig Gul explained that
unlike many other natural
countries in the world, Pa-
kistan is a synthetic coun-
try and we must play our
part in strengthening its
foundations. He also
stressed on the challenges
faced by Balochistan at the
time of independence.

He stated  that
Balochistan was formally
given the status of a prov-
ince 23 years after Pakistan’s
independence.

He highlighted the
province’s dire condition,
characterized by limited
access to education, inad-
equate healthcare facilities,
lack of job opportunities,
and the absence of electric-
ity at the time of indepen-
dence.

CM Bugti invites all angry...

Continued from page 1

alities present on the occa-
sion were Deouty Speaker
National Assembly, Ishaq
Dar, Speaker National As-
sembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
Federal Minister, Jam
Kamal, Governor sheikh
Jaffar Mandokhail, Corps
Commander Lt General
Rahat Nasim Ahmed Khan,
provincial ministers and
other high ups.

A large number of
people gathered at the spa-
cious stadium to witness
the ceremony.

The Chief Minister
said it is matter of great plea-
sure that we are celebrating
our Jashne Azadi.

He said that we have to
make pledge on this day
that we would make the
country stronger and stron-
ger. The Chief Minister
highlighted different initia-
tives taken by the govern-
ment for uplift of different
sectors and wellbeing of the
people. He said that youth
of the province are being
kept away from the state
under an organized con-
spiracy. He also said that
attempts being made to
weaken the province
through negative propa-
ganda on the social media.

Earlier the Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
categorically asserted that
the blood of martyrs would
not go wasted and as such
revenge of it’s every drop
would be taken.

He also asserted that
terrorists would be taken to
task and levies and police
force would be strength-

ened further to combat ter-
rorism.

The Chief Minister
was presiding over a high
level meeting on law and
order situation in the prov-
ince, here at CM’s secre-
tariat on Tuesday.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Home, Mir Ziaullah
Langove, Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Home, Inspector General
of Police, Director General
Levies, and other concerned
senior high ups were in at-
tendance at the meeting.

The Inspector General
of Police, Director General
Levies and high ups of
Home department briefed
the meeting about law and
order situation.

The meeting was par-
ticularly briefed about the
incident of firing took place
in Khad Kocha area of
Mastung on Monday night.

The Chief Minister di-
rected to the Additional
Chief Secretary Home to
submit detailed report
about the Mastung inci-
dent.

He also sought the re-
port about implementation
on the existing SOPs dur-
ing movement of the offic-
ers.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Chief Minister said that
we would not take breathe
without getting the terror-
ists till their logical end.

He said that the blood
of martyrs would not go
waste at all, and as such we
would take revenge of ev-
ery drop of their blood.

He said that the war

black market for sensitive,
dual use materials inside In-
dia. The international com-
munity seeks an earnest
disclosure from the Indian
authorities as to how a
sealed Radioactive Source
(SRS) material, like Cali-
fornium, was in the posses-
sion of the apprehended
individuals.

It is dangerous for such
sensitive material in India
to be routinely found in the
wrong hands. Pakistan re-
iterates its call for a thor-
ough investigation of these
incidents and for adequate
measures to prevent their
recurrence.”

Azam Nazeer
Tarar felicitates

nation on I. Day

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Law
and Justice Azam
Nazeer Tarar has ex-
tended warm congratula-
tions to the nation and
overseas Pakistanis on
the occasion of
Pakistan’s 77th Indepen-
dence Day and said that
the Day reminds us re-
lentless determination of
our forefathers, led by
Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
who established a sepa-
rate homeland where ev-
ery citizen regardless of
faith, ethnicity, or back-
ground could live with
dignity and freedom.

In a message on
Tuesday, the federal
minister said our na-
tional flag, with green
representing the Mus-
lim majority and white
symbolizing the protec-
tion of religious minori-
ties, embodies our unwa-
vering commitment to
unity in diversity.
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We do pledge to make efforts
for progress of country on 77th
independence day: Speaker

QUETTA (APP): Speaker
Balochistan Assembly
Captain (retired) Abdul
Khaliq Khan Achakzai on
Tuesday said that we do
pledge during celebration of
Independence Day that we
would make every possible
effort for the development
of Pakistan.

Talking to APP regard-
ing the 78th Independence
Day, he said that the young
generation should remember
that if today we were
breathing in a free country,
it was because of those
martyrs who sacrificed
their yesterday for our to-
day.

Freedom is a greater
blessing than anything in
the world, celebrating Inde-
pendence Day is also man-
datory for all of us, he said.

Speaker Balochistan
Assembly said that the
foundation of Pakistan in-
cluded the blood of millions
of martyrs, Muslims made
countless sacrifices for an
independent state.

He said that history is
witnessed that even when
the train from India reached
Lahore full of dead bodies
of Muslims, the Muslims
here provided protection to
the Hindus and people of
other religions living in Pa-
kistan.

He said that even today
atrocities were being com-
mitted on Muslims in In-
dia, Occupied Kashmir was
also one of the stories of
atrocities in India.

Today, when we see
Indian brutality in Occu-
pied Kashmir, we realize
that freedom is a blessing,
he noted.

He said that we could
never take away the free-
dom gift that our Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah had given to us but
we would satisfy the soul
of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah by
making Pakistan Jinnah’s

Pakistan.

He said that freedom
was a great blessing and its
protection was our collec-
tive and national responsi-
bility, the value and cost of
freedom should be asked
from the Muslims of Oc-
cupied Kashmir and Pales-
tine who were victims of
oppression by India and
Israel.

Abdul Khaliq Achakzai
said that while celebrating
the independence, we
should pledge that we
would never allow the in-
tegrity of the beloved coun-
try to be compromised and
could stand side by side
with the Pakistan Army,
Police and law enforcement
agencies when the time
comes who were against
terrorists, we pledged that
we would not hesitate to
make any sacrifice for our
country.

Captain (retd) Abdul
Khaliq said that the enthu-
siastic participation of the
youth in the Independence
Day programs was wel-
come.

He said that the young
generation should remember
that if we were breathing
freedom today, this free-
dom included the blood of
elders, freedom was a great
blessing, the value of free-
dom was known to those
who were living the life of
slavery.

He said that if we see
the oppression of Mus-
lims in India, the atroci-
ties of Israel in Palestine
and the Indian occupa-
tion of Kashmir, we
should thank God for
breathing in free air.

The future of Pakistan
is related to the youth and
the youth must come for-
ward with positive think-
ing to maintain the freedom
of Pakistan because it will
be the youth who will take
charge of the future of Pa-
kistan, he said.

to Deputy Secretary Ejaz Mehmood during a ceremony on his retirement

AJK PM greets
Pakistani
Nation on 77th
Independence
Day
MIRPUR-AJK (APP):
Azad Jammu & Kashmir
(AJK) Prime Minister
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq on
Tuesday extended warm
felicitations to the Paki-
stani nation on the 77th
founding anniversary of

Pakistan.

In a statement, the AJK
premier praised the wise
and selfless leadership of
Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah who
played a crucial role in the
establishment of Pakistan
on August 14, 1947.

He termed the day as a
historic milestone in the
struggle for a separate
homeland for Muslims in
the subcontinent.

The AJK premier also
lauded the indomitable role
of Quaid-e-Azam in unit-
ing Muslims under the ban-
ner of Muslim League
which ultimately led to the
creation of Pakistan despite
fierce opposition.

He reiterated Pakistan’s
unwavering support to
Kashmiris in their struggle
for self-determination and
expressed hope that the
people of Indian-occupied
Kashmir would soon
achieve their goal of free-
dom. The AJK PM also an-
nounced that Kashmiris on
both sides of the LoC would
celebrate Pakistan’s Inde-
pendence Day with joy and
observe India’s Indepen-
dence Day as a black day.

Attempts to weaken army...

Continued from page 1

consciousness is the ideol-
ogy of Pakistan, which
stands on the two-nation
theory.

“May the Almighty
Allah grant us the courage
and strength to defend the
country and make it a suc-
cessful and great example
for future generations.”

The army chief said
that the two-nation theory
provided an opportunity
to the Muslims of the sub-
continent to have separate
identity, culture and civili-
zation.

The army chief was
the chief guest of the Azadi
Parade ceremony.

The cadets of the Pa-
kistan Military Academy
presented a spectacular
demonstration of their
skills in the drill parade.

On this occasion, a
special tribute was pre-
sented to the martyrs of
the land.

The event commenced
with the recitation of the
Holy Quran, followed by
a laser light show depict-
ing Pakistan’s struggle for
independence and nation-
building. The cadets per-
formed a march-past, and
a flag-hoisting ceremony
was held at midnight,
where the national anthem
was sung.

The national flag was
hoisted by the 12th Baloch
Regiment at midnight, and
attendees stood to sing the
national anthem. The event
was attended by cadets,
their families, and other

distinguished guests, who
praised the cadets for their
disciplined march-past.
The troops reaffirmed their
commitment to making ev-
ery sacrifice for the nation.

General Munir ex-
pressed gratitude for the
blessings of freedom and
the establishment of Paki-
stan, acknowledging the
sacrifices made by the fore-
fathers and paying tribute
to the heroes of the inde-
pendence movement. He
also highlighted the impor-
tance of unity, warning
that discord and division
could hollow the nation
from within, paving the
way for external aggres-
sion.

He noted that Paki-
stan, despite the rapid glo-
bal changes, held a promi-
nent position within the
Muslim Ummah and the
world due to its steadfast
stance.

“Pakistan’s future is
bright and secure, and our
forces will continue to de-
fend it with unwavering re-
solve,” he said, underscor-
ing the enduring bond be-
tween the military and the
people of Pakistan.

He concluded by ac-
knowledging the ongoing
threat of extremism and
terrorism in the region,
commending the sacrifices
made by the people, armed
forces, and law enforce-
ment agencies in combat-
ing terrorism, and reaffirm-
ing their resolve to con-
tinue making sacrifices for
the nation’s security.

PM Shehbaz reaffirms commitment to
building a strong, prosperous Pakistan

Cabinet approves enhancement in Privatization
Commission Board members’ strength

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday reaf-
firmed his strong commit-
ment to transform Pakistan
into a prosperous and ro-
bust nation through the col-
lective efforts of all seg-
ments of society, working
together as a united team.

In his opening remarks
at the federal cabinet meet-
ing, he expressed his deep
belief that teamwork is es-
sential for achieving suc-
cess.

He emphasized the im-
portance of learning from
past mistakes and moving
forward with relentless
day-and-night efforts to
build the nation envisioned
by Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

This year on Indepen-
dence Day, he said, the en-
tire nation will reaffirm its

commitment to work tire-
lessly for the country’s
progress.

Paying high tribute to
Olympian javelin thrower
Arshad Nadeem, he said
that Nadeem’s hard work
and dedication have added
even more significance to
the Independence Day cel-
ebrations. Despite numer-
ous challenges, Arshad ex-
celled through his unwaver-
ing effort. His success was
also a testament to the sup-
port of his parents and
coach, which helped him
secure the gold medal.

He said Arshad has
emerged as a symbol of
unity and national pride and
announced that he has rec-
ommended the nation’s
highest honors be awarded
to Arshad Nadeem in rec-
ognition of his hard work
and service to the country.

He also mentioned that

he has invited Arshad and
his family to the prime
minister’s residence in
Islamabad for dinner today,
as a gesture of appreciation
from both the government
and the entire nation.

He praised the power

minister, his team, and
other cabinet members for
their efforts to make elec-
tricity more affordable.
He emphasized that it was
crucial to remember that
industrial revival was im-
possible without reducing
production costs, particu-
larly electricity charges.

He discussed his goal of
revitalizing the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
by cutting red tape, stream-
lining routine paperwork,
and digitizing the entire
process. He mentioned that
consultants have already
been appointed to help
achieve this objective.

- 'x’
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QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail receiv-
ing Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq upon arriving at Quetta
Airport

Balochistan close to heart of PM and federal govt....

Continued from page 1

Ahmed Bugti, Federal Min-
ister for Trade, Jam Kamal
Khan, Member National
Assembly, Mir Ejaz
Jhakrani, provincial minis-
ters and other senior high
ups.

The Chief Minister
shed light on the develop-
ment projects and law and
order situation in the prov-
ince.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
said that improvement in
health and education is in-
cluded in the top priority
of the provincial govern-
ment.

He said that reforms are
being brought for improve-
ment in governance in dif-
ferent sectors.

He said that we think
that the strong relation of
trust between the state and
people can be established.
He mentioned that the
scholarship programme has
been started in 200 higher
universities for the Ph.D
science students.

Besides, the special
Scholarship programme is
being introduced for the
underprivileged segments of
the society including mi-
norities and transgenders.

The Chief Minister
said that the issues of the
province associated with
the backwardness can be
resolved through equal de-
velopment.

He said that the release
of funds happens to be

Chinese envoy
felicitate Pakistani
nation on 77th
Independence Day

KARACHI (APP): The
Acting Consul General of
People’s Republic of China
Zhang Hao, extending felici-
tations to Pakistani nation
on 77th Independence Day
on Tuesday vowed to gear
up efforts for strengthen-
ing the bonds of friendship
and strategic partnership
between both the nations.

The Chinese envoy, in
his message on the auspi-
cious occasion of the 77th
Independence Day of Pa-
kistan, conveyed on be-
half of the Chinese Con-
sulate General in
Karachi, sincerest con-
gratulations to the Paki-
stani people both at home
and abroad.

“Throughout these 77
years, Pakistan has dem-
onstrated unwavering
determination and dili-
gent efforts, achieving
remarkable progress and
milestones in its nation-
building and development
endeavors,” he said and
added, “Today, Pakistan
stands as a pivotal force
and a significant contribu-
tor to the peace, stability,
and prosperity of the re-
gion and the global com-
munity.”

He stated that China-
Pakistan friendship has
been forged through the
test of time and remains
steadfast.

very limited for the devel-
opment funds approved
from the federation.

If the proportion of
funds remain same then
completion of federal
funded  development
projects would not be pos-
sible.

He insisted that the
strong determination and
practical steps of the fed-
eral government are un-
avoidable to bring the prov-
ince at par of other prov-
inces.

The Deputy Prime
Minister said that the coun-
try is facing economic hard-
ships for time being, but we
would put the country on
path of sustainable devel-
opment.

He also said that com-
prehensive roadmap is be-

ing prepared for the long
term planning. He said that
all the stakeholders would
be taken on board for re-
solving the issues of
Balochistan.

He assured every pos-
sible cooperation to resolve
the issues of province be-
sides it’s development.

Addressing the meet-
ing, the Speaker National
Assembly said that the
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shahbaz
Sharif would consult the
stakeholders for resolution
of the issues by paying de-
tailed visit to the province
soon.

He said that steps
would be taken to develop
the province and increase
the standard of living of the
people.

PM announces cash price of...

Continued form page 1

had doubled the celebra-
tions of the Independence
Day, he said, adding Arshad
Nadeem, with his javelin
throw, had also set a new
Olympics record.

The prime minister
opined that his achievement
had set the morale of entire
nation very high and gave a
message that one should
not be bogged down before
problems and challenges
but face them with courage
and determination.

“The precedent you set
in Paris is a beacon for us
all. Your success came at a
time when the preparations
for the Independence Day
are in full swing. Your pre-
cedent has given us cour-
age. The Himalayan-like
challenges will be surpassed
and we will transform Pa-
kistan into a great country,”
he added.

The prime minister
said upon Arashad’s his-
toric success, the entire
crowd in the stadium
clapped for Pakistan, the
national flag was raised and
the national anthem was
played for which he along
with the entire nation, sa-
luted Nadeem.

The prime minister
also mentioned Arshad’s
mother for her prayers and
said that it was not an ordi-
nary matter.

He expressed the opti-
mism that with Arshad
Nadeem’s success, more
players would follow him
in the winning streak and
bring laurels to the country.
All the leadership in the
coalition government had
congratulated Arshad.

The prime minister as-

sured that the federal gov-
ernment in collaboration
with the provincial govern-
ments would promote
sports and called upon
sports federations to shun
their differences and con-
centrate on sports to revive
hockey, cricket, and
squash.

He also asked the
prominent players and
former Olympians to give
him their inputs to revive
the past glory.

The prime minister
said that the chief ministers
of Sindh and Punjab had
earlier announced awards
for Arshad Nadeem which
was a welcome gesture.

Under Nawaz Sharif’s
leadership, he had previ-
ously performed as chief
minister of Punjab and pro-
moted sports events, he
added.

Earlier, the prime min-
ister received Arshad
Nadeem and his mother at
the PM House.

Arshad Nadeem, in his
remarks, thanked his par-
ents, the nation and media
for their prayers to break
the Olympics record.

He also expressed his
gratitude to the prime min-
ister for his support, re-
spect and welcome, adding
the respect accorded to him
always encouraged sports-
men.
Arshad narrated the in-
cidents and his prepara-
tions in a run up to his final
competition in javelin
throw.

The winning of gold
medal in the Paris Olym-
pics perfectly coincided
with the celebrations of
country’s independence
day, he added.
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School massacre
in Gaza

Early on Saturday morning, Is-
rael struck a school shelter-
ing around 2,400 displaced
Palestinians in Gaza City. At
least 100 people have been re-
ported killed in this atrocity.
The accounts given by eyewit-
nesses are horrifying; many of
the bodies were charred and
dismembered.

When TTP terrorists struck
the APS in Peshawar a decade
ago, there was worldwide re-
vulsion at the fact that the
militants had slaughtered over
140 people, primarily minors.
While that tragedy has not
been forgotten by Pakistan,
Israel has been unleashing
similarly monstrous violence
upon Gaza’s civilians since
last October.

Throughout this one-sided
conflict — perhaps better de-
scribed as a genocidal cam-
paign — Tel Aviv has hardly
batted an eyelid as it hit
schools, hospitals and people
queuing for food, all in the
name of targeting Hamas.
Even after the latest tragedy,
Israel said it had hit “Hamas
terrorists and commanders”.
Does this justify the burning
alive and dismemberment of
countless non-combatants, in-
cluding children, in the pro-
cess? Clearly, in Israel’s
twisted worldview, it does.

Can Tel Aviv’s assertions
that it is ready to discuss a
ceasefire really be taken seri-
ously in the aftermath of such
bloodbaths? The US, Qatar
and Egypt have recently called
for resuming truce talks. But
it appears that Israel is only
playing for time, and is not
serious about peace, or else it
would not slaughter 100
people after agreeing to attend
the talks. The fact is that the
longer the slaughter in Gaza
continues, the longer Ben-
jamin Netanyahu can cling to
power. Perhaps this is a rea-
son why the Israeli prime min-
ister is determined to set the
Middle East on fire by provok-
ing Iran and its armed regional
allies. If a bigger conflagration
ensues, Mr Netanyahu can
claim he is defending his
country from ‘evil’ Iran, and
most of his Western friends
may lap it up.

There are considerable
chances of the war expanding.
Iranian and Israeli and US of-
ficials have been exchanging
combative rhetoric; it is per-
haps only a matter of time be-
fore these verbal attacks turn
into an actual confrontation.
The US has reportedly asked
one of its carrier strike groups
to speed up its arrival in the
Middle East, while its defence
secretary has been regularly
exchanging notes with the Is-
raeli defence minister. None
of this bodes well for the re-
gion, or for the larger interna-
tional community. Clearly, the
West is unwilling to rein in
Israel. On Monday, the UK,
Germany and France called
upon Iran not to “escalate”.
Perhaps they would be better
off advising Tel Aviv to stop
murdering civilians in Gaza,
and end the campaign of as-
sassinations in Iran, Lebanon
and Syria. Unless Israel is
muzzled, there will be no
peace in the Middle East, and
the chances of escalation will
gather pace.

Arifa Noor

Bangladesh next door is
going through a period of
instability in which street
protests by students
ended in a government be-
ing sent home after 15-
odd years. The rapid po-
litical changes have led to
a spate of discussions
about possible parallels
with Pakistan, spun in
different ways to suit the
various discussants’ lean-
ings and preferences.

Hence, for one side,
the events in Bangladesh
were about people’s
power and how it can
bring authoritarian gov-
ernments down, while for
others it was about come-
uppance for those who
had once stood up against
their compatriots in what
was then West Pakistan.
For still others, it was
about democrats turning
authoritarian.

But the spin aside,
between the events in Sri
Lanka two years ago (due
to the economy) and then
Bangladesh, where politi-
cal inequality and politi-
cal repression for over a
decade had created a pres-
sure cooker-like situation,
there is no end to ques-

tions about how Pakistan
may end up in similar cir-
cumstances. After all, the
country is experiencing
both a fragile economy
and an unstable political
environment.

However, there are
differences, as well. For
instance, the economic
situation has deteriorated
rapidly but not in the
manner of Sri Lanka,
where default led to mas-
sive shortages and a vir-
tual breakdown. Similarly,
there are few immediate
parallels with Bangladesh
where a single party had
dominated the scene for
nearly 15 years; in Paki-
stan, the anger of the
people is dissipated ev-
ery few years by the re-
moval of most individu-
als — including prime
ministers and others. The
last time we saw protests
was when Gen Pervez
Musharraf’s eight-year
rule led to street agita-
tions, which brought to-
gether society as well as
political parties, with no
elected individual com-
pleting five years in
power.

Be that as it may,
Bangladesh does offer
some food for thought.
While there is perhaps an

Broken politics

absence of strong student
unions and organisations
in Pakistan, it is not sim-
ply due to bans on them.
The ethnic polarisation
the country faces has
spread to how students
organise or are allowed to
organise around ethnic
cultural groups in many
institutes.

However, this is not
to say they are not po-
litically mobilised. Their
moblisation has led to
two of the largest, organic
movements in modern
Pakistan. Both the
Pashtun Tahaffuz Move-
ment (PTM) and the
Baloch Yakjehti Commit-
tee (BYC) are youth-led.
But it is Pakistan’s mis-
fortune that neither move-
ment shows any interest
in politics and parliamen-
tary politics. Neither do
they aim to influence poli-
ticians or push for their
resignations. Their ire and
focus is directed else-
where.

So far, both move-
ments claim to be averse
to parliamentary politics.
In Balochistan, the
Baloch youth is attracted
to neither mainstream
political parties nor na-
tionalist ones. Perhaps it
would be inaccurate to

limit this to the youth; the
large crowds which have
welcomed or greeted BYC
gatherings suggest that
the indifference is grow-
ing and spreading.

This is mainly due to
the manner in which elec-
tions have been con-
ducted in the province
and the results they have
thrown up, which has led
to a widespread percep-
tion that the legislature
and governments do not
exist to address the
people’s issues.

With the PTM, the
approach is not much dif-
ferent; their moblisation
is also limited to street
agitation. Part of the rea-
son for their aversion to
mainstream politics is the
role of dominant political
parties in legitimising
military operations in the
militancy-afflicted areas.
It is noteworthy that Ali
Wazir and Mohsin
Dawar had to leave the
PTM once they decided
to contest the elections.

Part of this disaffec-
tion with politics can be
linked to the post-2008
period, where mainstream
parties were willing to ac-
cept power and gover-
nance in Punjab and Sindh
while allowing the estab-

lishment to control
Balochistan and parts of
KP to tackle militancy.
Over the years, this, in a
way, dismantled politics
in these areas, and the re-
sult has been movements
that are people-focused
but divorced from poli-
tics. But the fault is not
of the parties alone; the
establishment has also ag-
gressively broken the link
between the people and
the parties by wresting
control from the politi-
cians.

Perhaps this point
can be stretched further
by pointing out that from
2022 to the summer of
2023, the PTI was able to
win election after elec-
tion, despite having re-
signed from the National
Assembly and not having
a clear strategy with re-
gard to whether it was
going to retain the seats
it was contesting.

At the other end were
the party/ parties which
were not just in govern-
ment but also sincere
about staying in power,
and yet the voters chose a
party which had no inter-
est in the then parliamen-
tary system. It was per-
haps not as apolitical a
choice as that made by the

PTM and BYC, but it still
revealed what the voters
thought of parliament.
This attitude on the
part of the party and its
voters changed only after
the May 9 crackdown,
which made them realise
their own limitations and
inability to confront the
might of the state. How-
ever, whether this ‘faith’
in the parliamentary sys-
tem is long lasting or tem-
porary remains to be seen.
This should lead to
some soul-searching
among those in powerful
positions. If the youth,
which is the present and
future of the country, has
no faith in the democratic
forums of the country,
they will only turn to agi-
tation and eventually vio-
lence. Already, their dis-
affection is a major reason
for the instability being
witnessed in many parts
of Pakistan. Only once
this problem is understood
and acknowledged, will we
be able to move forward.
To think that progress will
take place in a vacuum
where the people feel that
their voice can only be
heard through agitation
and street protest will
only lead to more insta-
bility. -- Courtesy Dawn

Is he Dhaka’s Manmohan Singh?

Jawed Naqvi

We may find a useful clue
on Aug 15 to the direc-
tion the turbulence-
stricken Bangladesh is
heading in. Aug 15 marks
India’s Independence
Day, but it also became
the day in 1975 when the
founding father of
Bangladesh, Sheikh
Mujibur Rehman, was as-
sassinated in a military
coup. The Awami League
government of Sheikh
Hasina Wajed subse-
quently decreed it as the
National Mourning Day
of Bangladesh.

Now that she has
been ousted from power
and has taken refuge in
India, it would be inter-
esting to see if the usual
black flag is hoisted and
whether the national flag
is kept at half-mast to re-
member the founder-
president of Bangladesh,
who was the deposed
prime minister’s father.

Mujib’s family
members present at home
on the fateful morning
were all killed, but Sheikh
Hasina survived by not
being in the country.
Indira Gandhi gave her
refuge and assigned her
Bengali colleague, Pranab
Mukherjee, to take care of

her. Her father’s killing
and her refuge in India
were clearly an extension
of the cat and mouse the
contending superpowers
played in third countries
during the Cold War. In-

dia, Pakistan and
Bangladesh are good ex-
amples.

The visuals of as-
saults on Mujib’s tower-
ing images in Dhaka dur-
ing the mass protests
brought memories of the
pulling down of Saddam
Hussein’s statue in Iraq
under the US army’s
watch. Which makes it
tricky for the interim ad-
ministration to tinker
with the importance of
the day the founder of the
nation was murdered by
antibodies among his own
people.

Would it be easy to
undermine Mujib’s tow-
ering legacy for the make-
shift government? The in-
terim leader named by
‘the students’ and en-
dorsed by the army is a
genial economist who
won the Nobel Prize for
setting up a village bank
in 1976, a year following
Mujib’s murder. It is said
to have helped millions of
women, mostly, come out
of poverty with the help
of tiny, unsecured loans.

That the bank would get
involved with the Ford
Foundation was a curious
development, say its crit-
ics.

There is already
looming suspicion about
the involvement of a “for-
eign hand’ in Sheikh
Hasina’s ouster, even
though she herself was the
chief progenitor of the
theory. Was Hasina mask-
ing her failure to read the
runaway alienation and
her unpopularity by
blaming the ubiquitous
foreign hand for precipi-
tating the mass violence?

On several occasions
as prime minister, she did
refer to a ‘white man’ who
met her to convey US in-
terests in Saint Martin, a
small coral island off
Cox’s Bazaar peninsula in
the Bay of Bengal. Had
she heeded the wishes,
she would be safely en-
sconced as the ruler in
Dhaka, goes the claim.

According to her
story, the US wants to set
up a base on the eight-
kilometre stretch abutting
the strategic Strait of
Malacca. And it would be
a vital listening post also
to China in the north. The
idea could have carried
weight at some point, but
why would the US need a

base on Saint Martin’s
when they have no dearth
of real estate in India as
their observing post for
China, and when the In-
dian navy could be co-
opted to patrol the
straits? Unless, of course,
for obvious reasons, In-
dia is no longer deemed
the trusted ally the US
was looking for?

The flip side to the
claimis, would a US base
in the neighbourhood suit
India, leave alone its close
friends in Moscow?
However, it was the for-
eign minister in the
Vajpayee government
who had reportedly
clamoured for the US to
use India as its base for
the operations in Afghani-
stan. Pakistan won the
trophy though.

On the one hand, it
is not uncommon to see
those that never had much
to do with the creation of
their nation, including
those that were opposed
to its creation, usurp
power. The Jamaat-i-
Islami in Pakistan, for ex-
ample, opposed the cre-
ation of Pakistan and re-
mained hostile towards
its founding fathers. And
yet it did not hesitate to
grab power — in insidi-
ous and indirect ways —

in the country whose
very being it had opposed.

Ditto with the JI of
Bangladesh, an offshoot
of the Pakistani parent. It
fought hard against the
independence of
Bangladesh, but then
sought a share in power
by aligning with the
Awami League before
switching sides to the ri-
val BNP of Khaleda Zia.
And look who is ruling
India? They are the ideo-
logues of a worldview
that was opposed to the
national movement. And,
like the RSS celebrated
Gandhi’s murder with
sweets, according to
Sardar Patel, the JI was
thrilled with Mujib’s
death.

So, who are these
students who are credited
with bringing down
Hasina’s government? Do
they have an ideology?
It’s difficult to think of
students as being only
committed to human
rights. As Howard Zinn
said astutely, it’s a fallacy
that one can remain neu-
tral on a moving train.
India’s Akhil Bhartiya
Vidyarthi Parishad is a
student’s front of the
RSS, like the SFI is for
India’s largest communist
party. They have been ri-

vals, mostly, but were
strongly bonded in bring-
ing down Indira Gandhi’s
rule in 1977. The RSS has
been quietly courted by
the US for being vocally
anti-communist. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and
Narendra Modi have been
beneficiaries of the affec-
tion.

Something flipped in
1991. The Cold War
ended, and Rajiv Gandhi
was assassinated. Some-
one tapped Narasimha as
prime minister. The ob-
scure man was packing to
leave politics and was not
a member of any assem-
bly or house of parlia-
ment. He tapped
Manmohan Singh as fi-
nance minister, who, like
the new Bangladesh
leader Mohammed
Yunus, was an economist.

The West has sel-
dom courted an Indian fi-
nance minister as
Manmohan Singh was
lionised. When he became
prime minister, Singh re-
ceived George W. Bush,
the man who was in bad
odour everywhere, in-
cluding his own country,
telling him that Indians
loved him. Yunus may be
a variant of Manmohan
Singh, but Bangladesh is
not India.

Australia’s recipe

Mohammad Ali
Babakhel

With more than 100 dif-
ferent faiths and over 300
languages, Australia is one
of the world’s most cul-
turally and linguistically
diverse nations. Promot-
ing social cohesion is a big
challenge for it, but Aus-
tralia has enjoyed a peace-
ful history, relatively free
from violent extremism.
Still, the threat of VE is
not non-existent, and it
threatens Australia’s core
values of respect for hu-
man rights, the rule of
law, democracy, equal op-
portunity, and freedom.

In Australia, VE re-
fers to the beliefs and ac-
tions of individuals who
use violence or support
the use of violence to
achieve ideological, reli-
gious, or political goals.
It includes terrorism and
other forms of politically
motivated and communal
violence that seek to bring
about change through fear
and intimidation.

Radicalisation is a
complex process that in-
volves a person’s beliefs
shifting from relatively
conventional to radical,
with a desire for a drastic
societal change. Accord-
ing to the Australian be-
lief, when a person
radicalises, the commu-
nity and government are
responsible for acting and
intervening to prevent
harm to both the person
and wider society.

In Australia, new mi-
grants with low income
and high unemployment
rates are often vulnerable
to extremist narratives.
New migrants for whom
English is a second lan-
guage are uncertain about
navigating systems in a
new country and may feel
isolated. Those with low
education levels also have
low awareness of their
rights and may feel voice-
less, marginalised, and
susceptible to VE. Feel-
ings of helplessness may
drive them to amplify
their voices online, fur-

ther exposing them to ex-
tremist influences. This is
why reducing access to
extremist material and
empowering communities
to combat terrorist narra-
tives are among
Australia’s priorities.

After 9/11, Australia
enacted various laws to
prevent acts of VE. In the
past, the Australian au-
thorities had to wait until
a terrorist attack was im-
minent or underway be-
fore they could intervene.
The updated Australian
legal framework allows
them to disrupt acts of
VE while they are still
being planned.

The Australian ap-
proach to CVE (counter-
ing violent extremism)
comprises robust secu-
rity, strong law enforce-
ment, effective commu-
nity engagement, and ex-
tensive partnerships.
Australia invests consid-
erable resources in com-
munity engagement and
building social harmony.
Key areas of focus in-
clude supporting indi-
viduals’ participation in
education, improving so-
cial and economic partici-
pation, increasing com-
munity harmony, pre-
venting crime, and build-
ing effective families and
community
organisations.

Australia’s recipe
for CVE is based on the
belief that unity of effort
works, partnerships mat-
ter, and teamwork makes
everything possible.
Australia’s approach ac-
knowledges that the
threat is persistent and
dynamic; hence, it never
remains static. Since the
world is rapidly changing,
threats are also continu-
ously evolving. The
causes of VE can be bet-
ter understood, mitigated,
and reduced through col-
laborative partnerships.
Australia also recognises
the engagement of the pri-
vate sector and civil soci-
ety as essential. That’s
why, to counter VE, Aus-
tralia has  worked

collaboratively and qui-
etly at the global, regional,
and bilateral levels.

In the 2002 Bali
bombings, 202 people,
including 88 Australians,
were killed, representing
the single most significant
loss of Australian life due
to terrorism. Afterwards,
Australia started a CVE
collaboration with Indo-
nesia and other countries.
Australia is also part of
the Global Coalition to
Defeat ISIS, which was
formed in 2014.

The Australian strat-
egy includes six prin-
ciples: lives must be pro-
tected; the government
and the community must
tackle terrorism together;
terrorist acts should be
prosecuted thro-ugh the
criminal justice system;
international partner-
ships should be built;
community and national
resilience should be
strengthened; and
Australia’s
counterterrorism (CT)
arrangements should re-
flect the changing threat
environment. Its ap-
proach is based on four
complementary streams
of activity, which seek to
build strength in diversity
and social participation,
work with vulnerable
communities and institu-
tions, address online ter-
rorist propaganda, and
support deradicalisation.

Since 2003, the ap-
pointment of an ambas-
sador for CT to deal with
terrorism-related issues
speaks of Australia’s
commitment to CT. This
ambassador coordinates
Australia’s international
CT efforts by building in-
ternational linkages, lead-
ing diplomatic efforts in
the domain of CT with
partner countries, and fa-
cilitating Australia in ben-
efiting from global best
practices. Pakistan must
evaluate the need for such
a diplomatic position,
which may benefit it and

friendly countries
equally. -- Courtesy
Dawn

Saving lives

Naseem
Salahuddin

Sanitation and
immunisation stand as the
most effective defences
against disease, disability,
and death caused by in-
fectious diseases. As our
population reels from
public health diseases,
neither individuals nor the
government observe the
basic principles of hy-
giene and sanitation. Over-
population exacerbates
these issues, straining
civic resources and im-
pacting public health.

Babies born to under-
nourished mothers are
destined to die from pre-
ventable diseases even be-
fore they reach toddler
age. Although early child-
hood vaccinations are of-
fered free through the
government’s Expanded
Programme of
Immunisation (EPI), their
acceptance is inconsistent.
Adults, too, are vulnerable
to viruses or bacteria that
can be prevented through
vaccination.

Immunisation in-
duces immunity against
specific diseases. The se-
lected bacteria or virus is
modified, scientifically
processed, and injected. It
mimics the original dis-
case, albeit mildly, and
provokes the host immune
system to produce anti-
bodies that counter the
infectious agent without
causing the disease.

The history of vacci-
nation began with small-
pox. Older readers may re-
member the consequences
of smallpox that killed,
blinded, or disfigured mil-
lions everywhere. Medical
history is replete with
tales of this highly conta-
gious disease that contin-
ued for centuries. In En-
gland, Edward Jenner’s
ground-breaking experi-
ment in 1796 involved us-
ing fluid from eruptions
on the hands of a milkmaid
who milked the udder of a
cow that had pustules. He
injected the fluid into an

incision on the arm of a
healthy boy and observed
that his subject remained
protected. He used his in-
novation in his native
town, stemming the
spread of smallpox.

The Latin word for
cow is ‘vacca’, and cow-
pox is ‘vaccinia’; Jenner
called this procedure vac-
cination. The process was
subsequently refined and
became mandatory glo-
bally. The last naturally
occurring smallpox case
was reported in Somalia in
1977. Routine smallpox
vaccination ceased world-
wide in 1980. Smallpox is
the only ID to have been
eradicated and is among
the most remarkable of
public health successes.

Efforts expanded to
combat other IDs. Univer-
sal immunisation against
Hepatitis B has saved mil-
lions from liver failure and
liver cancer. Life-saving
vaccines are available to-
day against viral influenza,
bacterial pneumonia,
meningitis, tetanus, ty-
phoid, and cholera.
Shingles, caused by the
herpes zoster virus, is re-
activated chickenpox vi-
rus acquired in childhood.
The reawakened virus of-
ten causes relentless pain
but can be prevented with
the shingles vaccines. The
Human papillomavirus
(which causes cervical
cancer in women) is pre-
ventable with shots given
during adolescence.

Childhood infections
such as measles, mumps,
rubella, chicken pox, diph-
theria, and tetanus are vac-
cine-preventable. Polio,
which killed or maimed
thousands of children
globally, has virtually
ended through mass vac-
cination, with ongoing
challenges in a few places
including Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

The Covid-19 pan-
demic was met with swift
vaccine development, il-
lustrating the critical role
vaccines play in combat-
ing global health crises.
Encouraging results from

field trials of vaccines
against malaria, dengue,
and TB are in the devel-
opment or testing phases.
However, not all IDs are
vaccine-preventable.
While they are playing
havoc globally, Hepatitis
C and HIV elude at-
tempts at vaccine produc-
tion.

Modern vaccines are
safe and generally effec-
tive, although some
people may express side
effects, like a slight fever
or rash. An intriguing fea-
ture of the human immune
system is the presence of
‘memory cells’. Even
years later, a booster shot
will awaken resting cells
and enhance protection.
The evidence of
res-p-onse is the detection
of measurable antibodies
in the blood, but many
such tests are not com-
mercially available. Data
on the efficacy of a vac-
cine is credible only if
obtained through well-
conducted human trials,
validated, and published
in reputable journals.

If at least two-thirds
of a population is vacci-
nated during an outbreak,
it will create a shield that
will protect those who are
not. Travellers heading to
areas where a disease is
endemic are advised to re-
ceive vaccinations. Pil-
grims to Haj and Umrah
are vulnerable to menin-
gitis, influenza, or pneu-
monia and must receive
these preventive shots.

Almost all vaccines
in Pakistan are imported
and hence expensive and
erratically available, de-
pending on their demand
and import policies.
Ironically, EPI vaccines
for children are sup-
ported through interna-
tional funding agencies,
yet they are inadequately
used. Vaccines for spe-
cific infections must be
prioritised but must not
replace water, sanitation
and hygiene. This is the
responsibility of individu-
als and our municipalities.
-- Courtesy Dawn
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CM chairs 13 cabinet
meeting, approves Roshan
Gharana Programme

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif chaired 13"
meeting of the Provincial
Cabinet to decide on
important agenda items.

The Cabinet
approved Chief Minister
Roshan Gharana

Programme, under which
solar home solution will be
provided to protected
consumers up to 100 units
across Punjab. The CM
said in next two months, a
huge project is being
launched to give relief to
public in electricity bills.
The Provincial

Cabinet also approved
model house of “Apni
Chhat...... Apna Ghar”
project, under which Rs 15
lakh will be given for
building house on a plot of
up to 5 marlas in urban and

10 marlas in rural areas.

The CM directed the
authorities concerned not
to take monthly
installments for at least
first three months to
facilitate borrowers under
the scheme.

The Cabinet was
apprised that electric buses
will run in Punjab after
Speedo buses. It approved
a project to run electric
buses in Lahore, 27 buses
will reach by December. A
model of electric bus was
also presented to the
cabinet. The Cabinet gave
approval to establish
Punjab Grid Company for
direct supply of electricity
to industries. It also
considered provision of
affordable electricity to
Industrial Park through

from Bhiki, Balloki and
Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park.
The Cabinet
approved Amendment to
Registration Act 1908 for
Revenue Services to
Overseas Pakistanis in 8
Countries.The CM said
that land registration and
important documents
services will be provided
to overseas Pakistanis in 8
countries. She added
revenue services will be
provided to residents of
China, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, UK,
USA, Italy, Qatar, Bahrain
and Spain. The Cabinet
also gave approval to
Punjab Government’s
Advertisement Policy,
besides approving
Feasibility Study of
Tourist Glass Train from
Rawalpindi to Murree.

direct transmission line
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a
meeting to review the progress of development schemes in the Karachi city

at CM House.

Governor Punjab
felicitates nation on
77" Independence Day

LAHORE (APP):
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan has
congratulated the nation on
the 77" Independence Day
and said that freedom is a
great blessing of Allah
Almighty. In a message on
the eve of the Independence
Day here on Tuesday, he said
the country has been
established by the immense
sacrifices and struggle of our
forefathers. “We should
value this freedom. We
should forget our
differences and think as one
nation,” he said.

The Governor Punjab
said, “We should renew the

pledge to follow the
guiding principles and
thoughts of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
Allama Muhammad Igbal
and play a positive role in
the development of the
country. Pakistan is our
identity and its survival is
our survival.”

He also paid tributes
to the jawans of Pak Army
and security forces who
sacrificed their precious
lives for the security and
peace of the country. He
also prayed to the
Almighty Allah to ease the
difficulties of Kashmiri and
Palestinian Muslims.

PESHAWAR: President of Young Doctors

Association Dr Asfandiyar Khan addressing a

press conference at PPC.

Qamar honey trap case:
ATC orders completion

of identification process
of accused till 19"

LAHORE (APP): An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Tuesday ordered the
completion of the
identification process for
two accused in the
playwright  Khalilur
Rehman Qamar honey trap
case by August 19.

ATC Judge Irfan
Haider conducted the
proceedings, during which
it was reported that the
identification process for
the main accused, Hassan
Shah, and his accomplice,
Rafique, could not be

completed in the judicial
remand term. The court
was requested to extend
the judicial remand of the
accused to complete the
identification process.

In response, the court
extended the judicial
remand of both accused for
another week and ordered
the process to Dbe
completed by August 19.

The court further
ordered the production
of the accused upon
the expiry of the
remand term.

Commissioner reviews
LWMC performance

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Divisional Commissioner
Zaid bin Magsood,
presiding over a meeting at
his office on Tuesday,
reviewed the performance
of the Lahore Waste
Management Company
(LWMC) regarding city
cleanliness.

During the meeting,
LWMC CEO Babar Sahib
Din provided an update on
the current cleaning
operations and monitoring
mechanisms.
Commissioner Zaid bin
Magsood stressed that
maintaining cleanliness in
the city is of utmost
priority, with no room for
compromise. He instructed
that all waste collection

times should be clearly
marked on the cleaning
containers. This measure is
expected to improve the
efficiency of waste removal
and establish a better
cleaning system.

The meeting was
briefed that 110 identified
construction debris piles
are being completely
cleared. Additionally, a
plan is in place to clean 574
open plots across the city
according to set timelines.
The commissioner also
instructed a cleaning
schedule for 56 identified
low-cleanliness areas
surrounding the city.

Highlighting the need
for diligent administrative
efforts.

PDWP
approves two
development

schemes

LAHORE (APP): The 17%
meeting of Provincial
Development Working
Party (PDWP) F.Y 2024-
25 was held under the
Chairmanship of Chairman
P&D Board Barrister
Nabeel Ahmad Awan in
which two development

schemes of SHC&ME and
Tourism sectors were
approved  with an
estimated cost of Rs 2.001
billion.

The approved
schemes include

Revamping of old Blocks
of Punjab Institute of
Mental Health Lahore at
the cost of Rs 2 billion and
Feasibility Study for
Establishment of Eco-
Friendly Park and
Identification of
Paragliding Sites and
Regulations for Private at
the cost of Rs 1 million.
Secretary P&D Board
Dr Asif Tufail, Members
P&D Board, Head of
relevant departments and

other senior
representatives of the
relevant provincial

departments attended the
meeting.

Partly cloudy,
hot, humid
weather

observed in city

LAHORE (APP): Partly
cloudy, hot and humid
weather was observed in
the city on Tuesday while
the MET office predicted
similar weather conditions
for the next 24 hours.

The MET officials
said monsoon currents
from Arabian Sea were
penetrating central/
southern parts of the
country and likely to enter
upper parts from today
evening/night.

They predicted that
mainly hot and humid
weather was expected in
most parts of the country.
However, rain-wind/
thunderstorm was
expected at isolated places
in south Balochistan,
upper Sindh, south/
northeast Punjab, Kashmir,
upper Khyber

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim

at Governor House.
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Kundi addressing a conference organized by the Muslim Institute
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Governor KP stresses on youth
to follow poetry of Khushal,
Allama to combat social ills

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal

Karim Kundi on Tuesday
stressed on the youth to
follow the messages of
national poet Dr Allama
Muhammad Iqgbal and
famous Pashto poet
Khushal Khan Khattak to
combat societal ills and
work towards improving
the country.

Speaking at a
conference on “Thoughts
of Khushal Khan Khattak

and Dr. Allama
Muhammad Igbal and
significance in
contemporary era” held at
the Governor House
Peshawar to  mark

Independence Day, the
Governor urged the young
people to emulate the
spirit of both poets to
combat challenges and

work for best future.
Organized by the
Muslim Institute, the
conference featured
speeches by notable figures
including Chairman of the
Muslim Institute,
Sahibzada Dr. Sultan
Ahmed Ali, Senator
Farhatullah Babar,
Provincial Assembly
Member Ahmed Karim
Kundi, Director of Igbal
Academy Professor Dr.
Abdul Rafiq Rafiqi, former
Vice Chancellor of Islamia
College Peshawar
Professor Dr. Noshad, Vice
Chancellor of Gandhara
University Dr. Ijaz
Khattak, Director General
of the Urdu Promotion
Institute Professor Dr.
Saleem Mazhar, former
Director of Pashto
Academy Dr. Salma
Shaheen, Chairman of

Pashto Academy Islamia
College Peshawar Dr.
Javed Igbal and Director of
the National Institute of
Pakistan Dr. Muhammad
Hanif Khalil.In his address,
the Governor termed the
conference as a
commendable initiative and
congratulated the Muslim
Institute’s administration.
He noted the similarities
between the thoughts of
Khushal Khan Khattak and
Dr. Allama Iqgbal,
highlighting their shared
emphasis on self-reliance,
hard work and integrity. He
encouraged the pursuit of
self-respect and
independence as a pathway
to overcoming challenges
and achieving goals.
Governor Kundi assured
the attendees that the
Governor House Peshawar
would remain open.
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LAHORE: Stl'ident create a vibrant national ag

at Alhamra Arts Council’s summer camp for

Independence Day.

British HC delegation
visits PDMA Punjab

LAHORE (APP): A high-
level delegation of British
High Commission, led by
Clara Strandoj, head of
Commonwealth
Development, visited
Provisional  Disaster
Management Authority

(PDMA), here on
Tuesday.

The delegation
learned about the natural
disaster management

system of the Punjab
government and visited the
PDMA control room.
Director General
Irfan Ali Kathia informed
the delegation about the
working of PDMA. The
DG said that 24-hour
communication with all
districts is ensured in the
provincial control room.
The delegation
appreciated the PDMA
control room and
emergency  response
system. Clara Strandoj said
that the response time of

the PDMA helpline is
commendable.

The DG briefed the
delegation about the flood
simulation model. He said
that PDMA is on alert to
deal with all the challenges
including flood, covid,
dengue, drought, smog and
heat wave. Advance
warnings and alerts are
issued to management
about heat waves, rain,
floods and other disasters.
Prevention of smog and the
problems faced by climate
change are among the top
priorities of the Punjab
government, he added.

Head of delegation
Clara Strandoj said that
PDMA’s flood simulation
model is impressive.
Britain and Pakistan have
a long-standing partnership
in all walks of'life. British
High Commission will fully
cooperate with PDMA to
deal with natural
calamities.

Minister extends I-Day
greetings to nation

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Minority Affairs Ramesh
Singh Arora has extended
his heartfelt
congratulations to the
nation on Independence
Day. He remarked that
with the arrival of August,
the blood in every
Pakistani’s veins begins to
flow with greater vigour
because the love for the
homeland 1is deeply

ingrained in every fibre of
our being. He emphasised
that our ancestors had
sacrificed their lives for the
creation of Pakistan and it

is now our duty to
contribute to the nation’s
progress and prosperity.

The nation pays
tribute and salutes the
timeless sacrifices of the
martyrs of the Pakistan
movement, the minister
said. He added that the
achievement of a free
homeland is the fulfillment
of Quaid-e-Azam’s
relentless efforts and
Allama Igbal’s vision. The
message of Independence
Day is to set aside mutual
differences and move
forward together as one, he
added.
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KARACHI: A plantation driv

ewas ﬁeld in Bahria Town Karachi (BTK), around

50,000 saplings were planted by students during the campaign.

PMML to
arrange Azadi

caravan today

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan Markazi Muslim
League (PMML) would
arrange Nazria Pakistan
Caravan in connection with
Youm-e-Azadi, here on
Wednesday.

PMML spokesman
Rana Asad Minhas said
here on Tuesday that Azadi
caravan would commence
at 5 p.m. from Zila Council
Chowk and the
participants would march
on various city roads up to
Clock Tower Chowk.
They holding banners and
placards would chant
slogans to highlight the
importance of freedom and
sacrifices of our forefathers
rendered for the
achievements of separate
homeland in the
subcontinent to exercise
the golden principles of
Islam.

The PMML leaders
would lead the caravan and
deliver keynote address at
Clock Tower Chowk so
that people could play their
proactive role in national
progress and prosperity, he

added.

Governor Sindh reviews
security arrangements for
the I-Day celebrations

KARACHI (APP):
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori on Tuesday
chaired a high-level
meeting at the Governor
House to review the
security arrangements for
the Independence Day
celebrations.

The Commissioner
Karachi, Additional
Inspector General, DIGs
and Deputy
Commissioners attended
the meeting.

During the meeting,
the officials briefed the
Governor on the
arrangements being made
to ensure the security of
the Independence Day
events.

Kamran Khan Tessori
emphasized the importance
of foolproof security
measures for the
celebrations and directed
that special arrangements
be made for the
Independence Day
program at the Governor
House. He instructed that
traffic management plans
be put in place to ensure

smooth operations during
the events.

Highlighting the
importance of the occasion,
the Governor Sindh
announced that there
would be a grand fireworks
display at the Governor
House at midnight on
August 13, followed by the
largest Independence Day
celebration in the history
of the Governor House on
August 14.

He invited people
from across the province to
attend these events with
their families.

The Governor Sindh
further instructed the
officials to ensure
meticulous security
arrangements for the
historic celebration on
August 14 and emphasized
the need for effective
traffic management to
maintain unhindered flow.

He stressed that
coordination and
intelligence sharing among
the authorities were crucial
for ensuring foolproof
arrangements.

Independence
Celebrations at Sindh
Madressatul Islam

KARACHI (APP): Three
days Independence
Celebrations are being held
in the Alma Mater of Quaid
e Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, Sindh Madressatul
Islam since August 12.

The Vice Chancellor
of Sindh Madressatul Islam
University (SMIU) Dr.
Mujeeb Sahrai paid great
tribute to the founder of
Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and
other leaders of the
Independence Movement
for their successful
peaceful struggle for
Pakistan.

Addressing at the
second day of the 3-Day
Independence Celebrations
of Pakistan, organised by
the Directorate of Students
Affairs and Counselling of
SMIU on Tuesday, Vice
Chancellor congratulated

the entire nation on the 77
Independence Day and
said young generation must
be optimist and value the
freedom they are enjoying
today.

Dr. Sahrai further
said,”We have to forget
that wh