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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif inaugurates the
Commonwealth Asia Youth Alliance Secretariat, at the International Youth
Day ceremony.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary for Department
of Social Welfare, Haji Wali Mohammad Noorzai
addresses to media persons during press confer-
ence, in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari addressing a ceremony in connec-
tion with Minorities’ Day in Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari exchanges views with US
Ambassador, Donald Blome during meeting held
at Bilawal House in Karachi.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti addressing concluding ceremony of horse riding gala held in
connection Jashhn-e-Azadi

QUETTA: A delegation led by Chief Executive Officer Shangai International
Trading Yasir Bhambhani meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail

Ex-ISI chief Faiz Hamid
taken into custody by

military: ISPR
Process of “Field General Court Martial” initiated against

former spy master, says military’s media wing; Arrest made on
allegations levelled by housing society CEO; Detailed court

of inquiry undertaken by army to probe allegations

Independence Day celebrations continue all over Balochistan:

We would get rid of elements conspiring
to weaken country, create differences
between youth & state, Sarfraz Bugti
Chief Minister says social media is good thing, but it’s
negative use being made; emphasizes upon ensuring
correct use of social media to prevent; conspiracies

Welfare of Balochistan’s
people top priority of

govt, says PM
Shehbaz Sharif pledges support for
youth to transform Pakistan into a

developed nation

Pakistan committed to protection of minorities’
rights, ensure equal opportunities: President

Another hand grenade blast
leaves seven injured in
Pashtoonabad Quetta

CM assures to provide
protection to foreign

investors in Balochistan

Only solution to resolve public issues
at their doorstep lies in empowering

LB institutions, states Governor

Defence Minister
visits Naval

Headquarters
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Defence Minister, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif on Mon-
day visited Naval Head-
quarters (NHQ) here and
called-on Chief of the Na-
val Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf. During the meeting,
matters about the Regional
Maritime Security milieu
and operational readiness
of the Pakistan Navy were
discussed, a Pakistan Navy
news release said.

The naval chief ap-
prised the minister on mari-
time challenges and the Pa-
kistan Navy’s prepared-
ness to meet them. The
minister was also briefed on
the Pakistan Navy’s future
capability enhancement and
modernization plans.

The minister took keen
interest in details of recent
acquisitions of state-of-the-
art platforms and equip-
ment which will further
strengthen the seaward de-
fence of the country. The
minister also acknowledged
the 0importance of the Pa-
kistan Navy in safeguard-
ing the maritime interests
of the country.

He assured that his
ministry would make all
efforts to meet the require-
ments of the Pakistan Navy
despite the prevailing eco-
nomic constraints.

LHC decision annulled:
SC declares 3 PML-N
candidates successful
in NA constituencies

Imran Khan warns of
protests if attempts made
to extend CJP Isa’s term

Mountaineer
Murad Sadpara

passes away
ISLAMABAD (INP):
One of the top climbers
of the country, Murad
Sadpara, who went miss-
ing after being wounded
in the Broad Peak a day
ago, passed away on Mon-
day.

The vice president of
Alpine club, Ayaz Shigri
confirmed the news of
Sadpara’s death.

Sadpara was injured
in his way back from the
summit of Broad Peak
which is 8,047 metres in
height.

The Pakistan Army
helicopter helped four
climbers reach the base
camp where they were
also trying to retrieve
Sadpara’s dead body.

It must be noted that
Sadpara had climbed four
peaks including the K-2.
He was spearheading the
‘K-2 Clean-up
Expeditition’ and was in-
volved in retrieving
Hassan Shigri’s dead
body last year.

Preparations
in full swing to

celebrate I. Day
ISLAMABAD (Online):
As the Independence Day
is approaching closer, a large
number of stalls displaying
national flags, bunting, flag-
coloured dresses and other
accessories have been set
up at markets and streets
to attract buyers across the
country.

Meanwhile, a country-
wide tree plantation drive
“Plant for Pakistan Cam-
paign” is also under way to
promote plantation to reduce
pollution. Radio Pakistan and
Pakistan Television are
broadcasting special trans-
mission to highlight the ser-
vices and sacrifices of heroes
of Pakistan Movement.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
categorically stated that his
government would elimi-
nate the conspiracies being
made to weaken the state.

We would also get rid
of the elements conspiring
to create differences among
the state and youth of prov-
ince. The social media is a
good thing, but it’s negative
use is being made.

The world adopted so-
cial media tool by putting
the moral values on strong
lines. But the social media
tool was used badly in per-

spective of Balochistan.
These views were ex-

pressed by the Chief Min-
ister while addressing the
closing ceremony of All
Balochistan Shooting
Championship here on
Monday.

The Chief Minister
maintained that the celebra-
tions of Independence Day
are being held wholeheart-
edly all over the province.

He said that
Balochistan is hit by the
enemy forces, which want
to weaken the country.

He regretfully pointed
out that a particular group
is trying to weaken the
state through propaganda

and violence.
He emphasized the

need to ensure correct use
of social media to prevent
the conspiracies.

The Chief Minister ex-
pressed the resolve that the
provincial government
would eliminate all such el-
ements and conspiracies
which are trying to weaken
the state.

Besides, we would also
eliminate such elements
which are creating differ-
ences between the state and
youth through social media
or while sitting on the
mountains.

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday reiterated that
Pakistan was committed to
protection of the rights of
minorities and provision of
equal opportunities to them
to excel in every walk of life
as enshrined in the Consti-
tution of Pakistan.

Addressing a ceremony
to mark the celebrations of
Minorities’ Day at the
Aiwan-e-Sadr, the presi-
dent said, “Under the Con-
stitution and under the
onus of oath my office, I
have the duty to protect all
rights of the minorities and
provide all kind of facilita-
tion”.

He said that the objec-
tive behind the observance
of Minorities’ Day at the
official level was to ac-
knowledge the valuable
contributions made by the
members of different com-
munities living in Pakistan.

The president further
stressed upon enhancement
of jobs opportunities for
the minorities in different
government’s departments
on merit basis besides, in-
creasing the existing jobs
quota.

Lauding the role of the
minorities in the national
progress and prosperity, he
said that they were the
equal citizens of Pakistan

and future builders of the
nation.

Stressing upon the sig-
nificance of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
vision, the president said
they were required to fully
emulate his message aimed
at fostering unity, brother-
hood and religious tolerance
in society.

The event arranged by
the Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony was attended by
members of parliament,
ulema, religious leaders,
members of the diplomatic
corps, media and represen-

Continued on page 2

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Founder of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Imran Khan, has warned of
potential protests if the
government disregards de-
cisions concerning reserved
seats and attempts to ex-
tend the Chief Justice’s
term.

During an informal dis-
cussion with journalists in
Adiala Jail, Khan expressed
his discontent with the
current political climate,
comparing Pakistan’s situ-
ation to that of Bangladesh
under Sheikh Hasina.

“Our conditions are
worse than Bangladesh’s”
Khan claimed.

Describing the condi-
tions, the PTI’s supremo
noted that Hasina Wajid
had appointed her own
Army Chief, Chief Justice,
and police chiefs while
sidelining opposition par-
ties.

He drew parallels be-
tween these events and
Pakistan, stating “These
events have occurred and
are occurring in Pakistan as
well.”

In a critique of the
government’s handling of
the 9 May incidents, Khan
accused the authorities of
orchestrating a crackdown
on PTI under false pre-
tenses.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) while
nullifying Lahore High
Court (LHC) decision per-
taining to National Assem-
bly (NA) constituencies
including NA-79, NA-81
and NA-154 has declared
PML-N candidates suc-
cessful.

SC while accepting ap-
peal pleas of PML-N lead-
ers restored Election Com-
mission (EC) decision.

SC announced decision
with 2-1 majority on Mon-
day.

It has been said in ma-
jority decision EC is a con-
stitutional institution
which deserves respect.
Judges of LHC gave unnec-
essary remarks about head
of EC and its members.
LHC decision cannot be
maintained.

A 3-memnber bench of
SC presided over by Chief

Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa had reserved deci-
sion on appeal pleas.

Justice Aqeel Abbasi
differed with the decision.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Abdul
Rehman Kanju, Azhar
Qayyum Nehra and
Zulfikar Ahmed  from
PML-N .had resorted to SC
against LHC decision.

Objections were raised
in NA 154 Lodhran, NA 81
Gujranwala and NA 79
Gujranwala in February
election.

EC had accepted pleas
of PML-N candidates. EC
had issued notification re-
garding success of 3 candi-
dates of PML-N.

SC has accepted appeal
pleas of Abdul Rehman
Kanju, Azhar Qayyum
Nehra and Zulfikar Ahmed
from PML-N .in this deci-
sion.

Independent Report

QUETTA: At least seven
persons were injured in a
hand grenade explosion oc-
curred near Pashtoonabad
area on Monday afternoon.

The police sources
said that the hand grenade
blast occurred near Chalo
bawri chowk that left
seven  persons injured.

The injured were
shifted to the Trauma Cen-
ter of Provincial Sandeman
Hospital for treatment.
The reports suggested that
unknown persons riding
on a motorbike hurled the
hand grenade which went

off with the big bang.
As a result of which,

seven passers-by sus-
tained injuries.

The assailants fled
from the scene. No arrest
could be made till ours go-
ing to the press. However,
investigations are contin-
ued, the police said.

It may be mentioned
here that at least five per-
sons including three per-
sonnel of law enforce-
ment agencies were in-
jured in two different
blasts occurred on Sariab
road and in Gwalmandi
police station on Saturday
night.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
stated Balochistan is the
suitable province for in-
ves tment  and  assured
that complete protection
would be provided to the
foreign investors in the
province.

The Chief Minister
was speaking to the repre-
sentative delegation of
Shanghai ADM Interna-
tional Development Trad-
ing Company Limited who
called on him here on
Monday.

During the course of
meeting, matters about
private Chinese invest-
ment were discussed.

The members of del-
egation briefed about the
suggestions regarding in-
vestment in the province.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Chief Minister said
that the completion of
CPEC projects would cast
positive impacts on the
national economy.

He also said that the
trade and business activi-
ties would also be flour-
ished with the foreign in-
vestment.

He said that the op-
portunities of livelihood
and industrial develop-
ment would also be made
available with the CPEC
investment in the province.

While the process of
social development would
also be expedited with
completion of the CPEC
projects.

He assured full coop-
eration to the foreign inves-
tors in the province.

In this regard, the
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment would provide
every as s i s t an ce, he
added.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that the solution to
the public issues at their
doorstep and decreasing the
dependence of people of
remote and backward areas
on the federal and provin-
cial governments lies in
making the local bodies in-
stitutions empowered.

The Governor said that
the local bodies represen-
tatives are well aware of the
daily hardships facing the
general public and they are
in the best position to un-
derstand their needs.

He also stressed the
need to strengthen the third
tier of the government I.e.,
local government.

The Governor was
speaking to the former

Governor State Bank of
Pakistan, Dr. Ishrat
Hussain who called on him
here at the Governor House
on Monday.

During the course of
meeting, the matters were
discussed about concept of
the shared government,
constitutional protection of
the local governments,
quick results of the gover-
nance and sustainable de-
velopment. Speaking on the
occasion, Governor said
that it is necessary to
strengthen the third tier of
government for promotion
of comprehensive planning
and shared government.

He said that it is de-
cided that the local govern-
ment plays an important
role in providing solution to
the issues at the doorstep
of citizens.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Monday held a meet-
ing with a delegation led by
President National Party
Dr Abdul Malik Baloch and
discussed the overall politi-
cal situation in Balochistan
province.

Senator Jan
Muhammad Jamali and
member National Assem-
bly Pullain Baloch were
part of the delegation.

During the meeting, the
prime minister said welfare

and well being of the people
of Balochistan was the top
priority of the government,
adding steps were being
taken to provide equal op-
portunities of employment
to youth of Balochistan.

Dr Abdul Malik Baloch
thanked the prime minister
for solarization of agricul-
ture tubewells in
Balochistan.

He said the solarization
of agriculture tubewells ful-

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
In an unprecedented move,
the country’s former
spymaster, Lt-Gen (retd)
Faiz Hameed, was detained
by military authorities and
court martial proceedings
have been initiated against
him on charges of corrup-
tion, misuse of authority
and violating the Pakistan
Army Act.

“Complying with the
orders of Supreme Court of
Pakistan, a detailed court of
inquiry was undertaken by
Pakistan Army, to ascertain
correctness of complaints
in Top City case made

against Lt-Gen (retd) Faiz
Hameed. Consequently,
appropriate disciplinary
action has been initiated
against Hameed, under pro-
visions of Pakistan Army
Act,” read a statement is-
sued by military’s media

wing, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) on
Monday.

“In addition, multiple
instances of violation of
Pakistan Army Act post
retirement have also been
established. The process of
Field General Court Mar-
tial has been initiated and
Gen Faiz has been taken
into military custody,” the
statement added.

Given the powerful
position of head of ISI, it is
seen as unusual that the
former spymaster was not
only arrested but court mar-

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: H.E Henny Fokel De Vries, Ambassdor of the Kingdom of
Netherland called on Minister for Defence , Defence Production and Aviation
Khawaja Muhammad Asif.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Ahad Khan Cheema is presenting souvenir to
United Nations Resident Coordinator in Pakistan
Mohammad Yahya.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti giving away prizes among students participated in horse riding
gala held in connection Jashhn-e-Azadi

filled a longstanding de-
mand of farmers of
Balochistan and such mea-
sures were a positive step
towards the development
and prosperity of
Balochistan.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, Minister for
Law and Justice Azam
Nazir Tarar and Advisor to
Prime Minister for Politi-
cal Affairs Rana Sanaullah
were present in the meet-
ing.

Meanwhile Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday pledged
to allocate ample resources
to the nation’s youth to help
transform the country into
a thriving, developed nation.

Speaking at an event
marking the International
Day of Youth, organized by
the Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme, he recalled his
service as Chief Minister of
Punjab under the leadership
of President Pakistan Mus-
lim League Nawaz
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.
He aimed to provide oppor-
tunities for the youth to
change the country’s destiny
as prime minister.

“The country’s youth
have the potential to elevate
the nation to new heights, if
given access to modern edu-
cation and resources,” he
added.

He expressed his vision
of equipping talented youth
with modern education, In-
formation Technology, and
Artificial Intelligence to
spark a revolution in the
country, similar to the
progress seen in China. He
highlighted his previous ef-
forts in providing modern
facilities to students at Dan-
ish Schools.

Shehbaz Sharif also la-
mented that, despite having
abundant resources and 77
years of independence, the
country remains heavily
burdened by debt. He noted
that extreme poverty pre-
vents many from affording
basic needs, such as arrang-
ing marriages for their daugh-
ters, while the country’s elite
class enjoys significant privi-
leges. He stated that this
year, the federal government
will provide one million
smartphones, tablets, and
laptops to top-performing
students across the country,
including those from Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan, and remote areas
of Balochistan. Addition-
ally, each province has its
separate programs to sup-
port students, he added.

Additionally, the prime
minister announced that he
will personally fund the edu-
cation of 1,000 agricultural
graduates in China, aiming
to equip them with modern
technology to boost agri pro-

duction. Huawei has also
committed to sending
200,000 youth for IT train-
ing and advanced education,
he said adding that he will
unveil a comprehensive de-
velopment plan for the
country on August 14.

The prime minister
stated that nothing was im-
possible in this world and
emphasized the need to
progress by learning from
past mistakes. He assured
that the country’s hockey
will be revived. Praising jav-
elin thrower Arshad
Nadeem, he noted that
Nadeem had won a gold
medal for the country after
a drought of over 40 years.

At the beginning of the
event, the prime minister
officially launched several
key initiatives, including the
Commonwealth Youth Al-
liance Secretariat in
Islamabad, the Digital Learn-
ing Portal, the PM Green
Youth Movement, and the
AI for Youth Programme,
which offers Intel-certified
skills to young people.
Other initiatives included
Smart Youth, Smart Paki-
stan, and the distribution of
one million tablets and mo-
bile phones to high-achiev-
ing intermediate students.
He also announced the reg-
istration of the National
Volunteer Corps. ater, the
Prime Minister presented
awards to successful young
entrepreneurs.

Welfare of Balochistan’s...
Continued from page 1

He said that the
people of Balochistan
are patriotic, and they
would fail all the con-
spiracies against state.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti
said that Balochs have
reached the slot of Presi-
dent while remaining
part of the democratic
process. He said that he
can’t think that Balochs
need any freedom
above than it.

He said that we
would not hesitate from
shedding our blood
while sticking to what
decision had been made
by our elders about join-
ing Pakistan.

Earlier, while refer-
ring the Shooting Cham-
pionship, Chief Minis-
ter said that the shoot-
ing has been part of the
Pashton, Baloch and lo-
cal tribes of the prov-
ince, so the need was felt
to revive the game.

About the Indepen-
dence Day, the Chief
Minister said that the
lively nations celebrate
their national Indepen-
dence Day with enthu-
siasm. So, the celebra-
tions are continued all
over the province.

We would get rid...
Continued from page 1

tatives from different mi-
norities.

Comparing the current
situation in India, the presi-
dent said “Modi’s India is
not a safe haven for the mi-
norities,” and lauded
Quaid’s farsightedness and
leadership who had realized
the future fate of minorities
in India.

President Zardari said
the people of Pakistan al-
ways felt the pains of suf-
ferings of humanity and for
those lying lowly in soci-
ety and accorded due re-
spect and space to all the
minorities living here be-
cause such a message of
human consideration had
been embedded in their re-
ligion and culture.

He also recited a verse
of famous Sindhi poet,
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, in
this regard to emphasize his
point of view.

While recollecting the
events of Pakistan Move-
ment, he said that his fa-
ther in his youth took ac-
tive part for the creation of
Pakistan.

President Zardari refer-
ring to the ongoing Israeli
aggression in Gaza, said that
atrocious and indiscrimi-
nate strikes were targeting
all Palestinians and people
from different faiths.

Pakistan committed
Continued from page 1

The petition also stated
that Sardar Najaf, the
brother of Gen Faiz, also
contacted him to resolve
the issue later.

The petition also
claimed that Gen Faiz later
personally met him to re-
solve the issue, in which he
assured that some of the
items which had been taken
away by the ISI officials
during the raid would be
returned. However, 400
tolas of gold and cash will
not be returned to him.

The petition also al-
leged that the ISI officials
extorted Rs4 crore cash
from them.

Considering the sensi-
tivity of the matter and in
view of these serious alle-
gations, a three-judge bench
of the Supreme Court,
which included Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan Justice Qazi
Faiz Isa, Justice Athar
Minallah and Justice
Aminuddin, heard the case.

The Supreme Court
observed this was a very
serious matter and the seri-
ous nature of allegations
may damage the image of
the entire institution, there-
fore the matter cannot be
ignored. The Supreme
Court asked the attorney
general to look into the mat-
ter and discuss with the rel-
evant authorities.

The Attorney General
for Pakistan assured the
Supreme Judiciary that full
cooperation will be given to
the matter and action will
be taken according to law.

Following the direc-
tion, the army constituted
the inquiry committee to
look into the matter.

Ex-ISI chief Faiz Hamid...
Continued from page 1

tial proceedings have been
initiated against him.

The charges against
Gen Faiz date back to May
2017 when he was DG-C
in the ISI. In April, the army
constituted a high-level in-
quiry committee headed by
a major general to look into
the allegations against Gen
Faiz.

The inquiry was or-
dered in pursuant to the
orders of the Supreme
Court and in the light of the
directives of the Ministry of
Defence. This was the first for-
mal inquiry ordered against
Gen Faiz, who resigned in
November 2022 four
months before his retire-
ment date. Gen Faiz served
as DG C in the ISI and later
headed the spy agency. His
name surfaced in many con-
troversies including the
Faizabad Dharna case.
Three-time former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif
named him and Gen Bajwa
as main characters behind
his removal through a Su-
preme Court decision.

Charges against Faiz
On November 8, 2023,

Moeez Ahmed Khan, the
owner of Top City, filed a
petition in the Supreme
Court in which he accused
Gen Faiz for misusing his
authority.

The petition stated that
on May 12, 2017, on the
behest of Gen Faiz, ISI of-
ficials raided the Top City
office and his house. Dur-
ing the raid, valuables, in-
cluding gold, diamonds and
money, were seized from
the house by ISI officials,
the petitioner alleged.

Reports about removing
Governor Tessori in
Sindh baseless: Dar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar on Monday
ruled out the reports re-
garding removal of Gov-
e rn or  S in dh  Kamran
Tessori.

Talking to a private
TV channel here, he termed
the reports about replac-
ing Tessori as baseless and
out of context.

Ishaq Dar was of the
view that Bashir Memon
was not being appointed
as the new governor of the
province.

Final decision over
Sindh’s governor will be

taken in next few days, he
added.

Earlier, the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan (MQM-P), a key ally
of PML-N at the Centre,
threatened to quit the rul-
ing coalition if the PML-N
failed to fulfill its ‘prom-
ises’ made during the power
sharing agreement.

Senior MQM-P
lead er  Faroo q  Sa t t a r
ta lking to  media  had
warned ruling PML-N of
severe consequences if
S i n d h  G o v e r n o r
Kamran Tessori was re-
moved from his office.

Arshad Nadeem pledges to
keep shinning, thanks nation

for unwavering support
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s gold medal win-
ner Arshad Nadeem, fresh
from his triumphant return
from the Paris Olympics
Monday has expressed his
heartfelt gratitude to the
nation, his family, and his
fans for their unwavering
support and love where he
reiterated his commitment
to continue working hard
and making country proud.

In his exclusive Inter-
view with a private news
channel,  Arshad acknowl-
edged that his success has
brought a sense of respon-
sibility, saying, “I feel a
deep sense of responsibil-
ity to continue making Pa-
kistan proud. I want to in-
spire the next generation of
athletes to work hard and
chase their dreams.”

When asked about his
future plans, Arshad re-
vealed that he is already
setting his sights on the next
Olympics. “I am focused
on continuing my training
and improving my perfor-
mance. I want to win more
medals for Pakistan and
make my country proud
again and again.”

Responding a query,
Nadeem said that he sets a
new Olympic record of
92.97m to win the men’ s

javelin throw gold at the
Paris Olympics, adding,
India’s Neeraj Chopra won
silver whereas Grenada’s
Andersen Peters won
bronze.

“Neeraj and I are good
friends, but when we
stepped onto the javelin
throw field, our friendship
took a backseat,” Arshad
Nadeem said with a smile.
“We were no longer just
friends, but rivals repre-
senting our respective coun-
tries. We both knew what
was at stake our country’s
respect and pride”, he said.

“Our friendship re-
mains strong, but when it
comes to representing our
countries, we give it our all,”
he added.

To another question,
Arshad Nadeem also took
the opportunity to express
his gratitude to WAPDA
(Water and Power Develop-
ment Authority) for their
unwavering support.

“I am not just thankful
to WAPDA for providing
me with a job and facilities,
but also for supporting
other national heroes like
me,” he said. “WAPDA has
been a constant source of
encouragement and sup-
port, allowing us to focus
on our training and compe-

titions without worrying
about our livelihood.

Their contribution to
the development of sports
in Pakistan is immense, and
I am proud to be associated
with them,” he mentioned.

Arshad Nadeem’s eyes
also lit up with gratitude as
he spoke about his mother’s
encouragement and family
support.

“My mother has been
my biggest inspiration and
strength,” he said, adding,
she always encouraged me
to pursue my passion for
javelin throw, even when I
faced setbacks and injuries.
Her unwavering belief in me
and my abilities kept me
going, and I am forever
grateful to her.”

Arshad also praised his
family’s support, saying,
“My family has been my
rock throughout my jour-
ney. They have made
countless sacrifices to help
me achieve my dreams, and
I am thankful to each and
every one of them, he
added.

Arshad Nadeem, bask-
ing in the glory of his his-
toric gold medal win, also
used the opportunity to
urge the government to pro-
mote athletes’ talent and
provide more facilities.

Mohmand Dam Project:

WAPDA all set for river
diversion in a few days

LAHORE (APP):
WAPDA is all set for di-
version of Swat River at
Mohmand Dam Hydro-
power Project, as the di-
version tunnels have been
completed. The project
team is likely to divert
River Swat after comple-
tion of the river-closure-
dyke in a few days. De-
spite high flow season full
effort is being made to
achieve this significant
milestone.

With this significant
development in the offing
coupled with other mul-
tiple construction activi-
ties going on at the project,
Chairman WAPDA Engr
Lt Gen (Retd) Sajjad
Ghani visited Mohmand
Dam Hydropower Project
and reviewed construction
progress on the project.
He had a detailed visit of
the various work fronts
which included diversion

tunnels’ outlets and inlets,
powerhouse, spillway and
power intake to inspect
the construction activities,
the WAPDA spokesman
told media here Monday.

GM/PD Mohmand
Dam Project with his team
and representatives of the
Consultants and Contrac-
tors briefed the Chairman
on progress of each work
front.

The Chairman was
briefed that concrete lin-
ing of diversion tunnel 3/1
has been completed; its
inlet structure is also
ready for river diversion,
while excavation and rock
support of the power-
house and power intake,
and concreting at the spill-
way are also progressing

at a faster pace. He was
further briefed that the
dam fill material has also
been sent to China as per
the schedule for large scale
tri-axial testing.

The Chairman also
presided over a progress
review meeting at  the
project office with team
WAPDA, the Consultants
and the Contractors. The
river diversion plan, quar-
ries development plan and
construction schedule of
the main dam were dis-
cussed in detail during
the meeting. The Chair-
man directed the Con-
sultants and the Contrac-
tors to ensure that qual-
ity of work is in accor-
dance with the specifica-
tions.
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Senator Abdul Qudus Bizenjo, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Aviation presiding over a meeting of the Committee at Parliament House Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination, Romina Khurshid Alam addressing the inaugural
session of the Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Develop-
ment on ‘Gender Empowerment and Green Economy’.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Belarus Mr. Andrei
Metelitsa called on Speaker National Assembly
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Anjuman Hilal e Ahmar Pakistan, Sardar Shahid
Ahmed Laghari along with others cutting cake on occasion of International
Youth Day.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan talking
to media during the Youth Festival organized to
celebrate International Youth Day 2024 at Pak
China Friendship Center.

ISLAMABAD: An illuminated view of the OGDCL
building decorated with colorful lights in connec-
tion with the Independence Day celebration.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Police and law enforce-
ment agencies conducting a flag march in connec-
tion with Independence Day security. Flag march
started from the sports complex and passed through
different areas of the city and ended back at the
sports complex in the Federal Capital.

Naqvi extends heartfelt
message on Intl Youth Day

CDA Chairman discusses
master plan for Jinnah

Medical Complex
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA),
Muhammad Ali Randhawa,
on Monday presided over
a meeting to discuss the
construction of the Jinnah
Medical Complex, a state-
of-the-art healthcare facil-
ity. The meeting was at-
tended by representatives
from the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services and
other relevant officials.

The Jinnah Medical
Complex, spread over 600
kanals, will be a self-sus-
taining project, with a com-

mercial center nearby to
cover expenses. The com-
plex will also incorporate
eco-friendly features, in-
cluding tree plantation on
vacant land, to earn carbon
credits.

During the meeting,
the design and master plan
of the complex were dis-
cussed in detail, with a fo-
cus on obtaining financial
and technical advisory ser-
vices. The chairman an-
nounced plans to engage
national and international
consultants to ensure the
project’s success.

Shehbaz Sharif provided
various opportunities to
empower Youth: Rana

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister Youth
Program(PMYP) Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan
said on Monday that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has provided youth with
many opportunities, re-
sources, and support.

Talking to the media at
the Youth Festival
organised to celebrate Inter-
national Youth Day at Pak
China Friendship Center,
he said the government un-
der the dynamic leadership
of the prime minister was
taking various initiatives to
highlight the potential and
provide more employment
and other opportunities to
the youth.

He stated, “On this
International Youth Day,
we stand with the global
community in celebrating
the notable achievements of

our youth.”
Mashhood affirmed

PMYP’s commitment to
creating an environment
where youth can thrive, in-
novate, and lead.

The Chairman high-
lighted several existing and
upcoming initiatives under
the PMYP including, PM
Skill Development Pro-
grams (NAVTTC), PM
Youth Laptop Scheme, Pa-
kistan Education Endow-
ment Fund, Youth Business
and Agriculture Loan
Scheme, PM Youth Intern-
ship Program, National In-
novation Award, setting up
of the PM National Youth
Council, PM National Vol-
unteer Corps, PM Digital
Youth Hub, PM Talent
Hunt, Youth Sports League,
PM Sports Academies,
Green Energy Solarization
and PM Green Youth
Movement to empower the

future generations.
He said that PMYP

core components were
structured around the
“4E’s”: Education, Em-
ployment, Engagement,
and Environment and these
four pillars were the focus
of the ongoing youth-fo-
cused initiatives across the
country.

“Let us work together
to ensure that the digital
pathways they pursue to-
day lead to a more prosper-
ous and sustainable future
for all”, he added.

Rana Mashhood af-
firmed his commitment that
PMYP through various
programs, initiatives, and
capacity-building trainings
was equipping the younger
generation with the tools
and knowledge required to
overcome contemporary
challenges and contribute to
the development goals.

NA speaker, Belarusian
envoy discuss bilateral ties,
parliamentary cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly (NA)
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
on Monday said Pakistan
and Belarus enjoy cordial
relationship based on a
shared commitment to glo-
bal peace and sustainable
development.

It is crucial to enhance
political, cultural, eco-
nomic, and people-to-
people connections be-
tween the two countries for
the mutual benefit of the
people on both sides, he
remarked, during a meeting
with the Belarusian Envoy

to Pakistan, Andrei
Metelitsa, who called on
him here at the Parliament.

The two sides dis-
cussed a wide range of re-
gional and global develop-
ments. They underscored
the significance of continu-
ous collaboration to main-
tain a positive trajectory in
bilateral relations and ex-
plore new areas of engage-
ment.

Discussing parliamen-
tary cooperation, the
speaker emphasized regu-
lar interaction between par-
liaments, mainly through

parliamentary friendship
groups and the exchange of
parliamentary delegations,
in order to share and learn
from each other’s experi-
ences.

The ambassador ex-
pressed gratitude to the
speaker for his kind re-
marks and reiterated that
Belarus views Pakistan as
an important regional stake-
holder. He expressed his
desire to further strengthen
linkages in all areas of mu-
tual interest, in addition to
fostering parliamentary
and cultural exchanges.

President, PM vow
to foster supportive

environment for youth

BISP, PSDF discuss
progress on skill

training programme

Bushra Bibi petition
against her mistreatment
in jail sent to Adiala jail

Pak Institute of Fashion
Design to establish

sub-campus in Karachi

National Minorities Day
event held at NUML

Independence Day celebrations:

Art exhibition “Hues of
Pakistan” opens at PNCA

Gilani calls upon youth
to equip themselves with

skills, knowledge

NDMA’s Hydrological
Outlook low to medium level
floods in AJK Punjab & KP

ISLAMABAD (Online):
President Asif Ali Zardari
and Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif have vowed to fos-
ter supportive environment
for youth.

In their messages on
International Youth Day,
they said the youth of Pa-
kistan are the most valuable
asset as they are the dream-
ers and leaders of tomor-
row. The President said it
is Government’s duty to
provide them with the op-
portunities and resources
they need to fulfill their
potential and build a pros-
perous and progressive Pa-
kistan.

Asif Ali Zardari said
the Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme stands as a tes-
tament to government’s
commitment to empower-
ing youth.

He said as President,
he is proud of the accom-

plishments of our young
people. He urged every
young Pakistani to seize the
opportunities available to
them, to dream big, and to
work tirelessly for the bet-
terment of the country.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, in his mes-
sage, said Pakistan’s over
sixty percent of population
is under the age of thirty.

Shehbaz Sharif said
young people can become
agent for positive change in
their communities through
education, entrepreneur-
ship and social activism.

The Prime Minister
said the Youth Loan and Ag-
ricultural Scheme, which
was introduced in 2013, is
yielding significant results
and approximately one
hundred eighty-six billion
rupees have been distrib-
uted to over two hundred
and eighty thousand young
entrepreneurs.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior and Narcotics Control,
Mohsin Naqvi, extended
heartfelt tributes to
Pakistan’s youth, highlight-
ing their immense potential
and contributions to the
nation, on the occasion of
International Youth Day.

He paid special hom-
age to Arshad Nadeem, the
Olympic champion in the
javelin throw competition,
who has become a symbol
of hope and inspiration for
the country’s younger gen-
eration.

“Arshad Nadeem, by
winning the gold medal, has
proven that Pakistani
youth are not only
hardworking but also fully

capable of achieving great-
ness,” stated Naqvi.

He emphasized that
Nadeem’s extraordinary
performance at the Paris
Olympics has infused new
energy and enthusiasm
among the youth, encour-
aging them to strive for ex-
cellence in all spheres of
life.

Naqvi underlined the
crucial role of youth in shap-
ing the future of Pakistan.
“Youth are the greatest
strength of Pakistan, and
they possess the full po-
tential to change the destiny
of our nation. The talents
bestowed upon our youth
by God have brightened the
name of Pakistan across
every field,” he remarked.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Institute of
Fashion Design (PIFD) an-
nounced to establish its sub-
campus in Karachi, as di-
rected by the Minister of
Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training, Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui.

This new sub-campus
will provide students with
access to world-class edu-
cation in fashion design,
technology, and manage-

ment, said a press release
on Monday. The campus
will offer a range of associ-
ate and undergraduate de-
grees  designed to equip stu-
dents with the skills and
knowledge needed to succeed
in the fashion industry. The
establishment of the sub-cam-
pus is a significant milestone
in PIFD’s expansion plans af-
ter GB and demonstrates the
government’s commitment to
promoting education.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Commission
on the Rights of Child
(NCRC), in collaboration
with the National Univer-
sity of Modern Languages
(NUML), Monday held an
event to commemorate Na-
tional Minorities Day
2024.

The event focused on
promoting inclusivity for
religious minorities in
Pakistan’s education sys-
tem, bringing together key
stakeholders for dialogue
and awareness.

Maham Afridi,
Programme Officer at
NCRC, opened the event
by underscoring the impor-
tance of National Minori-
ties Day, reflecting on
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
1947 address advocating
equal rights for all Paki-

stanis.
Khalid Naeem, Mem-

ber ICT at NCRC, wel-
comed the guests, setting
the stage for a panel discus-
sion moderated by Dr. Riaz
Ahmed Saeed.

The panel featured in-
sights from Prof. Dr. M.
Akram, Mr. Pirbhu Lal
Satyani, Prof. Dr. A. H.
Nayar, Ms. Romana Bashir,
and Prof. Dr. Alvi. Key
topics included disparities
in educational access for
minority students and the
need for legislative reforms
to foster interfaith har-
mony.

NUML student
Kashish Satyani shared her
experiences as a represen-
tative of the Hindu commu-
nity, highlighting the chal-
lenges and opportunities for
religious minorities in edu-
cation.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP) and
Punjab Skill Development
Fund (PSDF) held an im-
portant meeting at BISP
Headquarters to discuss the
progress of the BISP Skill
Training Programme.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chairperson of
BISP, Senator Rubina
Khalid, Secretary BISP,
Amer Ali Ahmad and CEO
of PSDF, Ahmed Khan.

The meeting focused
on the progress of the Skill
Training Programme, which
aims to provide skill devel-
opment opportunities to
BISP beneficiaries and their
family members across vari-

ous trades.
Senator Rubina Khalid

emphasized the importance
of offering top-quality
training courses that are
recognized internationally.

She pointed out that
such training could help
beneficiaries find jobs
abroad, improving their
economic situation and al-
lowing them to contribute
to the country’s economy.

She also mentioned
the increasing need for
skilled workers in areas like
hospitality management,
home care, and reception-
ist roles. She stressed that
trainees should learn basic
work ethics and hygiene
practices.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani Mon-
day called upon the youth
to equip themselves with
the skills and knowledge
necessary to create a sus-
tainable future.

In his message on In-
ternational Youth Day, he
extended heartfelt greetings
to the vibrant and dynamic
youth of Pakistan. He said
that Pakistan is a country
blessed with talent and po-
tential.

Quoting an example of

the recent record-breaking
success Arshad Nadeem
brought to the country, he
said, “Young blood with its
valour and determination
can achieve great things and
make the nation proud.”

He added that youth
are the real agents of change,
and their role is crucial for
the country’s progress and
prosperity.

The chairman said that
youth participation in the
democratic process is vital
for the continued growth
and stability of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) on Monday is-
sued it Hydrological Out-
look of rivers and water res-
ervoirs citing low to medium
level floods in vulnerable
districts of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK), Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
Punjab province.

According to Hydro-
logical outlook of rivers and
water reservoirs, low Level
flows were expected in
catchment of Mangla Dam
(Azad Jammu & Kashmir
Rivers). Low to Medium

level flows expected in
River Chenab at Marala,
Khanki and Qadirabad along
with Nullah’s and Streams
of Pir Panjal Range (North-
eastern Punjab) Medium
Level expected in River
Kabul and its tributaries
(Attock Khairabad,
Nowshera, Adezai Bridge).

Medium Level flows
are expected in River Indus
at Kalabagh and Chashma
along with Taunsa and
Guddu Barrages. Low to
Medium Flows are expected
in Hill torrents of DG Khan
division as well as Zhob,
Sibi and Kalat divisions.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has sent to superin-
tendent Adiala jail, the pe-
tition from Bushra Bibi
against her  mistreatment in
jail .

Justice Miangul
Hassan of  IHC took up the
case for hearing Monday.

The counsel for the
petitioner said registrar of-
fice raised objections over
the petition of Bushra Bibi.
First objection was Super-
intendent Adiala jail is sub-
ordinate to  Punjab govern-
ment.

The second objection
is petition cannot be filed
in IHC for initiating any
proceedings against Adiala
jail authorities.

Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb re-
marked the objection raised
by the office is based on
malafide intent.  The ac-
cused is arrested from
Islamabad in NAB case.
Adiala jail is jail of
Islamabad only to the ex-
tent of prisoners of
Islamabad. Office is warned
not to raise such objections
in future.

ISLAMABAD (APP): An
Art exhibition “Hues of
Pakistan” featuring a vi-
brant showcase of creativ-
ity in connection with the
celebrations of Pakistan’s
Independence Day, opened
at Pakistan National Coun-
cil of the Arts (PNCA) on
Monday. This exhibition
highlighted the rich cultural
heritage and artistic talents
of our nation’s youth. The
event was inaugurated by
Secretary, National Heritage
and Culture Division,
Hasan Nasir Jamy.

In his remarks, Jamy
stated, “It is with great
honor that I inaugurate the

exhibition, ‘Hues of Paki-
stan; Art Competition and
Exhibition for the Youth,’
organized in connection
with the Independence Day
of Pakistan by PNCA”.

This significant occa-
sion offers us a unique op-
portunity to recognize and
celebrate our youth’s re-
markable creativity, while
also honoring our beloved
nation’s rich cultural and
historical heritage.

“I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to all the
young participants for their
successful contributions to
this exhibition. It is my sin-
cere hope that this event

serves as a memorable mile-
stone in their artistic jour-
ney”, he said.

Director of Visual Arts
Division (VAD) at PNCA,

Ms. Mariam Ahmed
also shared her thoughts,
“We had an overwhelming
response for this art com-
petition this year, and we
received more than 200 art-
works from all over Paki-
stan that are included in this
exhibition. The top ten
winners of the art competi-
tion were selected by a
panel of jury members, and
the Chief Guest distributed
shields and certificates
among the winners.”

Ayaz expresses
sorrow over
tragic death

Murad Sadpara
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Monday expressed deep
sorrow and grief over the
tragic death of renowned
mountaineer Muhammad
Murad Sadpara.

In his message of con-
dolence, the Speaker paid
tribute to Muhammad
Murad Sadpara’s remark-
able achievements in moun-
taineering, highlighting that
he had successfully scaled
several of the world’s high-
est peaks, including K2,
during his illustrious career.

“The services and con-
tributions of Muhammad
Murad Sadpara will always
be remembered,” said Ayaz
Sadiq, acknowledging the
late mountaineer’s dedica-
tion and bravery.

The speaker also ex-
tended heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of
Muhammad Murad
Sadpara, expressing solidar-
ity with them in their time
of grief. “I share the sor-
row and pain of
Muhammad Murad
Sadpara’s family,” he said.

AIOU sets
August 20

deadline for
MS, MPhil,

PhD admissions
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) has set August
20 as the deadline for ad-
missions in MS, MPhil, and
PhD programs.

The forms, prospec-
tuses, and other details are
available on the
university’s website at
www.aiou.edu.pk how-
ever, applications can only
be submitted online, said a
press release on Monday.

The entrance tests
will be held from August 22
to 24.

According to the
schedule, the Faculty of
Arabic and Islamic Studies
will conduct its entrance
test on August 22, the Fac-
ulty of Sciences on August
23, and the Faculty of So-
cial Sciences and Humani-
ties on August 24.

The candidates who
apply by August 20 are
advised to arrive at the uni-
versity on the specified
dates and times for the en-
trance test, with participa-
tion granted based on eligi-
bility.

It is also noted that
admissions for Matric, FA,
and I.Com programs will
continue until September 5.

Flag march
on occasion of

77th I-day
celebration

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Contingents from the Po-
lice, Dolphin Squad, Traf-
fic Police, and other law
enforcement agencies con-
ducted a flag march across
the city on Monday to
maintain peace and tran-
quility throughout the 77th
Independence Day.

According to a police
spokesman the flag march
under the command of the
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Operations
Mohammad Arsalan
Shahzeb started from
sports complex and passed
through various routes of
the city and ended back at
the sports complex.

“The purpose of the
flag march was to express
the determination of the
Islamabad police to estab-
lish peace and order and
promote unity on Indepen-
dence Day”, he added.

PRCS celebrates
Intl Youth Day

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) celebrated
International Youth Day
with a vibrant event at the
Fatima Jinnah Auditorium,
at the PRCS National Head-
quarters, on Monday.

The event was at-
tended by PRCS staff, rep-
resentatives from Red
Cross Red Crescent Move-
ment partners, students
from various educational
institutions, and a large
number of volunteers.

International Youth
Day, observed annually on
August 12, highlights the
contributions of young
people to societal devel-
opment and raises aware-
ness of the challenges they
face.

In his address, PRCS
Chairman Sardar Shahid
Ahmed Laghari remarked,
“On this International
Youth Day, we stand with
the global community in
celebrating the remarkable
achievements of our youth.
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The court’s power
The rumbling within the Su-
preme Court grows louder. In
an order pertaining to held-
up pension payments by the
National Bank of Pakistan,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah has
underlined that implementing
the apex court’s verdicts is not
‘optional’.

“To disregard or delay the
implementation of [the Su-
preme Court’s] verdicts is to
challenge the very framework
of our legal system,” he has
remarked in the order, noting
that when the apex court is-
sues a verdict, it does so as
the ultimate interpreter of the
Constitution. He has warned
that non-compliance sets a
dangerous precedent that
could lead to executive over-
reach.

Justice Shah’s observa-
tions, also reflected in his re-
marks a day later at a confer-
ence, have stirred speculation
over how proceedings in the
reserved seats case may un-
fold. It may be recalled that
the government recently en-
acted legislation designed to
frustrate the Supreme Court’s
order in the case, while its
representatives and allies
have taken turns to attack
both the judgement and the
eight judges behind it.

“The power to hold indi-
viduals or entities in contempt
for failing to comply with a
court order is fundamental to
the judiciary’s ability to func-
tion effectively,” Justice Shah
observes in his order. “With-
out this power, the judiciary
would be rendered toothless,
unable to enforce its deci-
sions, thereby jeopardising
the administration of justice.”

If the sword of contempt is
unsheathed, the ECP could be
its first casualty. Having acted
on multiple occasions as if it
is under no compulsion to
obey the laws or court orders,
the ECP has, in this instance
too, refused to respect the Su-
preme Court as the final arbi-
ter of the Constitution. It
should have allotted whatever
reserved seats accrued to the
PTI by now in line with court
directives, but has chosen, in-
stead, to play tag-team with
the government in subverting
the verdict.

Still, it must be acknowl-
edged that part of the blame
falls on the court itself. Due
to certain past actions and de-
cisions, the apex court earned
the distrust of the political
class, lending itself to contro-
versy. Such actions include
the endorsement of military
takeovers, and its role in dis-
lodging at least two prime min-
isters. It must be noted, how-
ever, that even in these cases,
its verdicts were implemented.

Secondly, the court must
also acknowledge that the ab-
sence of the detailed verdict
in the reserved seats case con-
tinues to foster controversy.
While it should take adequate
measures to enforce its writ
and uphold the constitutional
order, it must also realise that
it needs to announce the de-
tailed verdict soon for the ob-
jections against it to be ad-
dressed with finality.

The reserved seats case
has turned into a charged po-
litical issue. Wisdom and re-
straint are needed in abun-
dance to see the matter
through.

The best-laid plans Skills and success
Zarrar Khuhro

Recently,  Benjamin
Netanyahu entered the US
Congress like a conquer-
ing hero, garnering over 50
standing ovations in a 60-
minute speech from fawn-
ing Congressmen and
women clapping for their
AIPAC dollars like trained
circus seals. While several
Congress people boy-
cotted the proceedings and
Rashida Tlaib staged a
lonely, one-woman protest
in the hall, the overwhelm-
ing impression was that
this is America’s genocide
as much as it is Israel’s. In
Pakistani parlance, they
are absolutely on the same
page.

Around the same
time, half a world away,
Hamas and Fatah — bit-
ter rivals at the best of
times — met in Beijing to
sign a national unity agree-
ment under the auspices of
the Chinese government.
Hamas,  Fatah and 12
other Palestinian groups
agreed to lay the ground-
work for an “interim na-
tional reconciliation gov-
ernment” that would gov-
ern post-war Gaza.

While this does not
mean that the problems
between Hamas and the
Fatah-run Palestinian Au-
thority (PA) — widely
viewed by Hamas and its
allies as Israel’s accom-
plices — have ended, it
does put a crimp in one of
the proposed US-Israeli
plans for a post-war
Gaza.

Although Netanyahu
claims that he wants all of
Gaza under direct Israeli
control, while holding out
the option of a
‘deradicalised’ Palestinian
governmental presence,
there have been several
other proposals that offer
insight into what America
and Israel envisage hap-
pening.

For example, anony-
mous Israeli officials have
let it be known that they
were “open in principle to
Palestinians securing areas
of the Gaza Strip cleared

of Hamas”. This state-
ment tallies with US dis-
cussing ways to
‘revitalise’ and reform the
PA with an aim of having
it at least participate in the
governing of a post-
Hamas Gaza. This pro-
posal was formally re-
jected by Hamas and also
Israel, but Israeli media re-
ported that Netanyahu
‘unofficially’ expressed in-
terest in the plan, though
that could have been just
to string the US along.
The Beijing agreement
now makes that an impos-
sibility; even before that,
the PA had begun to realise
that obeisance to Tel Aviv
will not stop the killings
of Palestinians in the West
Bank nor the illegal seizure
of their land, all of which
has increased manifold
since Oct 7.

In addition to this,
support for Hamas in the
PA-controlled West Bank
has increased manifold,
with 82 per cent Palestin-
ians polled there express-
ing understanding for why
Hamas launched the at-
tacks and 88pc calling for
PA President Mahmoud
Abbas to resign. All this
means that the PA is in no
physical or political shape
to take over Gaza, even if
it wanted to.

Before this, another
option considered by Is-
rael had come to a prema-
ture close. This was to
hand over control of Gaza
to local clans, who would
‘govern’ the area while
also keeping what was left
of Hamas suppressed
with Israeli aid, and acting
as intermediaries for Tel
Aviv. Gaza is home to
many clans and large fam-
ily groups of varying in-
fluence and power. And
while most tend to be law-
abiding and benign, some,
like the infamous
Doghmush clan, formed
gangs that engages in mur-
der, kidnapping and rack-
eteering, especially in the
chaos preceding and imme-
diately after the Hamas
takeover.

Realising that credibil-

ity would come from estab-
lishing control, Hamas
quickly cracked down on
such groups and publicly
executed those accused of
criminal activities, attacks
on Hamas leaders and col-
laboration with Israel. In
2017, one such condemned
man, Hisham al-Aloul, ac-
cused Israeli intelligence of
betraying him before he
was executed.

With Hamas under fire
and Gaza being decimated,
some in Israel decided to
give this plan another go
earlier this year by once
again looking to members of
the Doghmush clan as ac-
complices. Once again, we
saw an embattled Hamas
take swift action by execut-
ing a maj-or clan leader of
the tribe in Mar-ch this
year. This was followed by
a joint statement from the
heads of Palestinian tribes,
clans and families rejecting
any notion of being used as
a governing political body.

Soon after, Basem
Naim, a top member of
Hamas’ political bureau in
Gaza, announced that all
Palestinian tribes “have re-
jected this ‘Zionist offer’
and know that these offers
and plans are malicious and
aim at dividing the Pales-
tinians”.

Words were followed
by action and we saw
Fatah, along with numerous
clans, civil society groups
and factions, stepping in to
help provide security for
the aid convoys that Israel
had relentlessly targeted
with the excuse that these
transported Hamas mem-
bers.

This leaves the fan-
tasy of a ‘multinational’ or
‘Arab/Muslim-led’ security
force that would magically
appear and take over con-
trol of whatever is left of
Gaza.

But given that the
only country to even re-
portedly express interest in
this is the UAE, an Arab
ally of Israel, this option can
be viewed as dead on the
ground, much like the chil-
dren of Palestine.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Neda Mulji
Some weeks ago, the Fed-
eral Directorate of Educa-
t ion and Professional
Training organised a won-
derful summer fiesta for
schoolchildren, with a
wide range of skill-based
workshops,  seminars,
lectures and activities.
This kind of immersive
experience with creative
writing, financial literacy,
digital technology and so
forth, is the urgent need
for students who haven’t
got much exposure to glo-
bal skills.

Sadly, these children
will go back to teacher-led
classrooms and traditional
teaching after the summer
break.  Many precious
steps forward, but some
unfortunate leaps back-
wards too. It may be time
to revisit what they are
learning in classrooms and
whether the curriculum
and teaching methods
support the skill develop-
ment we must envision
for a progressive, holistic
application of knowledge.

Skill development
starts in early years with
knowledge of the world
around us, roles and re-
sponsibilities, creative
and critical thought, and
strong foundations in
numeracy and literacy. If
we begin to benchmark
the skills taught in our
classrooms to global stan-
dards, we may hope to
target the aims of the
SDGs for education.

This includes reflec-
tive teaching practices
that only equip teachers
with books, and accom-
panying pedagogy focus-
ing on real-life skills. We
also need to integrate
technological experiences
for our early years’ stu-
dents. Digital reading
programmes,  for  ex-
ample, are more efficient
at teaching pronunciation,
decoding and comprehen-
sion. Such programmes
lead children through evi-
dence-based reading strat-
egies that  start  with

prompts and clues to help
the child think creatively,
absorb the text, and de-
velop the ability to give
personal responses using
their critical thinking ca-
pability.

Such programmes are
not as competitive as a
noisy classroom environ-
ment that has over 50 stu-
dents and one teacher. In
fact, technology affords
the time and patience for
students to learn at their
own pace, and matches
their comprehension abil-
ity. The programmes are
user-friendly, structured
to lead students through
reading levels, and moni-
tor their progress with
timely reports showing
reading hours, books cov-
ered and scores achieved
on comprehension quiz-
zes.

Literacy in the early
years is not only about
being able to read, but
also acquiring the ability
to express opinions, draw
conclusions and gradually
using language indepen-
dently. A strong early
years literacy programme
will give students many
opportunit ies to  play
with words, come up with
unique perspectives, and
delve into the possibili-
ties of structuring sen-
tences in multiple ways.
Sadly,  students are
mostly preoccupied with
the need to produce the
‘right’ answers, and in
that vein, we end up en-
couraging mimicry where
the teacher becomes the
crutch that students come
to depend on.

A strong math cur-
riculum would enable stu-
dents to learn in different
ways.  If one strategy
isn’t working, a teacher’s
challenge is to be able to
offer different ways to
help the student navigate
concepts.  Rather than
‘learning’ numeracy con-
cepts, they can be taught
to use manipulatives to
visualise, analyse and
draw conclusions.

S imple  and  easy
ways to  support  chil-

dren in accessing learn-
ing outcomes can lead to
massive benefits as they
progress through school
levels. And the bet ter
their grip on learning,
the faster they will de-
velop confidence in their
ability to excel in aca-
demics. Often, in our so-
ciety, we equate confi-
dence with being able to
speak  in  p ub l i c ;  we
couldn’t be further from
the truth.  Confidence
stems from one’s belief
in their ability to learn,
understand  and apply
what  they know.  The
application of skills is
the yardstick of confi-
dence that we should be
focusing on, especially
in the early years. In-
stead, much of our focus
remains on memorisation
and reproduction in as-
sessment s  an d  te s t s .
Even the melodious tune
used to learn the tables
hasn’t changed in more
than a century.

I t ’s  t ime to  l oo k
closely at what we are
producing and how far
we’ve changed our teach-
ing and learning methods
to evolve with the times.
Teachers are no longer
the only source of infor-
mat ion ,  an d  s tuden ts
will inevitably turn to
digital resources; but are
we equipping them to
understand, navigate and
use the digital resources
to their advantage and in
responsible ways?

When children sing
Twinkle Twinkle Little
Star, do we ask them if
they know what a star
is made of? Do we ask
them how far the stars
might be from us? Do we
ask enough questions to
p iqu e th ei r  cu r ios i t y
abo ut  t he  wo r ld  an d
their place in it? Do we
give them the confidence
in their own ability to
find answers?

It’s not always what
we teach, but how we
teach it that determines
the trajectory of success
fo r  ou r  s tud en ts .   - -
Courtesy Dawn

Raising the stakes

Vanity, insanity

Maleeha Lodhi
Israel’s criminal actions
have again pushed the
Middle East to the edge of
the precipice, unleashing
fears of a wider conflict. Ten
months of Israel’s brutal
war on Gaza have already
claimed 40,000 Palestinian
lives, displaced two million
people, and brought untold
suffering to Gazans.

Its assassination in
quick succession of top
Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Iran, and senior
Hezbollah commander
Fuad Shukr in Lebanon, fur-
ther raised the stakes in a
dangerous escalation of re-
gional tensions. The auda-
cious targeted killing of
Haniyeh, a former prime
minister of Palestine, who
was in Tehran to attend the
inauguration of the newly
elected Iranian president
sent shockwaves through-
out the Middle East. This
came a day after an Israeli
strike assassinated Shukr in
Beirut.

Just a week earlier, Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu under-
took a high-profile trip to
Washington, where he re-
ceived enthusiastic biparti-
san support. He met Presi-

dent Joe Biden, former
president Donald Trump
and Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Kamala Har-
ris, all of whom reiterated
their unflinching commit-
ment to Israel’s security. He
received rapturous ap-
plause during his address to
the joint session of Con-
gress.

This emboldened
Netanyahu to up his deadly
game and order the two as-
sassinations on his return,
even if they were planned
before. He also took advan-
tage of a lame-duck Biden
administration, which urged
a ceasefire but did little to
pressure Israel. Instead, the
deployment of additional
US warships and fighter
aircraft to the Middle East
on the heels of the killings
indicated the ‘cover’ Wash-
ington sought to provide
Israel and ‘legitimise’ rather
than censure Israel’s brazen
violations of international
law. Ostensibly aimed at
mitigating the risk of a
broader conflict, it only ex-
acerbated tensions in the
Middle East.

These developments
have driven the region to the
brink of a wider conflagra-
tion, with Iran under
mounting pressure to retali-
ate for Haniyeh’s assassi-
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Shaukat Ahmed

In a country where oppor-
tunities are scarce and the
dreams of many crushed
by adversi ty and ob-
stacles, Arshad Nadeem’s
Olympic triumph rever-
berates with a message far
more profound than the
accolade itself.

It is a clarion call to
the nation, urging it to
dream beyond limitations
and believe in the possi-
bility of greatness, no
matter how distant it may
seem. Nadeem’s triumph
offers a rare moment of
collective national pride,
validating the aspirations
of an entire country
through the extraordinary
achievement of one man.

Yet, in the wake of
such a monumental vic-
tory, a curious and some-
what disheartening spec-
tacle unfolded on social
media.  A day after
Nadeem’s gold medal win,
a widely circulated video
captured Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif watching
the event on television. In
the video, a member of his
political party could be
heard repeatedly attribut-
ing Nadeem’s success to
the PM’s vision — a state-
ment as perplexing as it
was disingenuous.

Here was a man,
Arshad Nadeem, who had
clawed his way to the top
through sheer talent and
hard work, achieving the
seemingly impossible
against all odds and en-
tirely on his own. And
yet, in the corridors of
power, there was an at-
tempt to co-opt his vic-
tory, to somehow claim it
as a product of strategic
vision and foresight. It was
a moment that laid bare
the vanity and self-impor-
tance that so often taint
the higher echelons of
power and which per-
fectly encapsulated the
disconnect between
Pakistan’s political leader-
ship and the realities of its
people.

This disconnect is
not merely an isolated in-
cident; it is a pervasive is-
sue that runs deep within
the fabric of Pakistan’s po-
litical landscape. While
there can be no doubt that
the PM, like all Paki-
stanis,  was genuinely
elated by Nadeem’s vic-
tory, the fact that his sub-
ordinates felt the need to
make it about his vision
speaks volumes about the
state of leadership in the
country. The role of a po-
litical leader should be that
of a custodian of the

people’s trust, working
tirelessly to create condi-
tions for their success.

Instead, what we of-
ten witness is a grotesque
inversion of this ideal,
where leaders, surrounded
by sycophants, begin to
see themselves as mon-
archs. Their egos, inflated
by the constant praise of
those who seek to curry
favour, appear to be al-
most addicted to the flat-
tery that blinds them to
the true needs of the
people they are meant to
serve.

If you’ve ever had
the opportunity of visit-
ing a Pakistani political
leader, especially one in
power, you might be for-
given for thinking you’ve
accidentally stumbled into
a royal court rather than
the office of a public rep-
resentative. The experi-
ence is nothing short of a
modern-day re-enactment
of a Mughal durbar. As
you enter the room,
you’re greeted by a sea of
obsequious followers, all
vying for the leader’s at-
tention, each more eager
than the last to prove their
devotion and loyalty. The
leader sits at the centre of
it all, basking in the glow
of adoration, every bit the
king without a crown. And

should you find yourself
identified by the leader as
someone of importance, a
torrent  of sycophancy
cascades upon you as well.

In this world, prox-
imity to power transforms
even the most indifferent
observer into an object of
reverence. You start to
wonder — was there a re-
cent constitutional amend-
ment that turned politi-
cians into royalty? The
scene is so absurd that it’s
almost comical — until
you remember that these
are the people running the
country.

This vanity on dis-
play is not just an amus-
ing quirk; it’s a symptom
of a much deeper problem.
When a leader begins to
believe in their own infal-
libility, bolstered by a
chorus of adulators, they
lose sight of their true pur-
pose: to serve the public.

Contrast this with
leadership in the world’s
most influential countries.
While politicians in Paki-
stan wield significant
power within their own
context, it pales in com-
parison with the global
impact and authority of
officeholders in these de-
veloped nations. Yet, in
these countries, there is no
pomp, no retinue of yes-

people fawning over every
word. Instead, leadership
is recognised as a respon-
sibili ty, rooted in ac-
countability to those who
have entrusted their hopes
and dreams to them. The
trappings of authority are
often set aside in favour
of humility and accessibil-
ity, with a conscious ef-
fort to demystify the of-
fice and remind the public
that these leaders are
merely their servants.

The self-adulation
and pretentiousness that
often characterise
Pakistan’s political class
are not just confined to the
corridors of power; they
have, regrettably, evolved
into a national mindset.
Across all  fields —
whether in politics, busi-
ness, media, or any do-
main wielding significance
or power — there seems
to be a constant need for
reaffirmation through
public displays of impor-
tance. This culture of van-
ity pervades society, cre-
ating a vicious cycle where
the appearance of success
is valued more than the
substance of achievement.

Arshad Nadeem’s
Olympic victory serves as
a powerful reminder of
what can be achieved
through determination and

nation and violation of its
territorial integrity and sov-
ereignty. Its leaders have
vowed to avenge the kill-
ing, with Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
warning of a harsh, punish-
ing response. Iran’s newly
elected President Masoud
Pezeshkian has made it clear
that Tehran does not wish
to broaden the war and con-
tribute to a bigger crisis, but
Israel “will definitely re-
ceive a response for its
crimes and insolence”.
Meanwhile, Hassan
Nasrallah, head of
Hezbollah, declared that its
conflict with Israel had en-
tered a new phase and
warned of a major retaliation
in response to the assassi-
nation.

Tehran, however, is
faced with a dilemma as it
mulls an appropriate re-
sponse to Israel. It knows
further escalation and a wid-
ening of the war is exactly
what Netanyahu wants,
having tried — unsuccess-
fully — for years to goad
Washington into joining Is-
rael in an attack on Iran. It
also has to consider that any
significant military reprisal
would rule out the possibil-
ity of détente with the West
that Pezeshkian had pledged
to pursue to secure sanc-

tions relief.
But it cannot let Tel

Aviv’s criminal action go
unanswered and has to do
more than just save face to
re-establish deterrence. Its
carefully calculated, limited
military response to Israel’s
bombing of the Iranian con-
sulate in Damascus in April
did not deter the Israelis
from carrying out the Hamas
leader’s assassination on Ira-
nian soil.

For now, Iran’s focus
is on diplomatic efforts to
build a consensus at the re-
gional and global level against
Israel’s aggressive actions.
Attempts by some Arab
countries at Washington’s
behest to dissuade Tehran to
hold off a military response
have not gone anywhere.
Concerned about an “immi-
nent” Iranian attack on Is-
rael, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Wash-
ington was urging all par-
ties to refrain from escala-
tion and “take steps to ease
tensions”. Although the US
called for a ceasefire, the
Biden administration had
nothing to say about the fact
that the Israelis killed the
man who was negotiating
with them for a ceasefire
and hostage and detainees
release deal.

This dealt a heavy

blow to the talks brokered
by the US, Qatar and
Egypt. It again exposed
Netanyahu’s lack of inter-
est in a peace deal and in-
tent to prolong the war.
Washington’s own actions
and failure to rein in
Netanyahu contributed to
the increasingly explosive
situation. The head of US
Central Command, Gen
Michael Kurilla, arrived in
Israel in the wake of the
assassinations to discuss
“joint preparations in the
region, as part of the re-
sponse to threats in the
Middle East” — a reference
to ‘threats’ from Iran and
its regional allies dubbed as
the ‘axis of resistance’.

In fact, the US has
continued to back and arm
the Israeli government
throughout the 10 months
of its genocidal war that has
wreaked so much death and
destruction in Gaza. As the
war enters the eleventh
month, the situation across
the Strip has become even
more dire and desperate.
Relentless Israeli air strikes
continue to target schools,
refugee camps and residen-
tial buildings, laying waste
to much of Gaza. There is
no safe shelter for displaced
Palestinians. A humanitarian
disaster continues to unfold.

In the West Bank, casualties
are rising as violent Israeli
crackdowns intensify. Israel
has also stepped up air
strikes across southern
Lebanon and assassinated a
Hamas official in Sidon.

Jordan’s foreign minis-
ter has warned that “Israel
is pushing the entire region
into the abyss of a regional
war by continuing its aggres-
sion on Gaza, violating in-
ternational law and attack-
ing the sovereignty of
states”. But the question is,
what is the international
community, especially Arab
states, doing to stop this?

An extraordinary OIC
ministerial meeting last week
issued a statement holding
“Israel, the illegal occupying
power, fully responsible for
this heinous attack” (on
Haniyeh), which it described
as “a serious infringement” of
Iran’s sovereignty. But that
was it. In fact, the conduct of
Arab states has been more
than disappointing, to put it
mildly, and has hardly
matched the expectation of
Muslims across the world.
Nevertheless, if Israel be-
lieves military aggression and
its assassination strategy will
weaken the Palestinian armed
resistance and annihilate
Hamas, it is utterly mis-
taken. -- Courtesy Dawn

hard work. As a nation,
there is much to be learned
from his example. Great-
ness is not about the adu-
lation of others; it is about
perseverance, humility,
and an unwavering com-
mitment to one’s goals.

The world does not
need to be told to recognise
greatness — it instinc-
tively knows when it has
witnessed something ex-
traordinary. In the purity
of true achievement, there
is no need for orchestrated
praise. It stands tall, un-
assisted and unadorned,
for all the world to see.

Nadeem’s remarkable
achievement is a lesson in
the power of authentic
greatness to inspire, up-
lift, and unite.

Perhaps, in celebrat-
ing this moment of tri-
umph, we can begin to
move away from the cul-
ture of pretentiousness
that has long held us back
and embrace a future
where leadership is de-
fined not by vanity, but
by service — where the
focus shifts from superfi-
cial exhibitionism to genu-
ine service. It is in the
quiet strength of sincere
purpose, rather than in the
clamour of self-promo-
tion, that leaders find their
greatest impact.
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah exchanges views
with US Ambassador, Donald Blome during meeting held at the UNICEF
Warehouse Port Qasim in Karachi.

PESHAWAR: Governor KP Faisal Karim Kundi addressing during his visit
to Khyber Eye Foundation.

HYDERABAD: Members of Civil Society are holding rally in favor of
Pakistan Armed Forces, at Hyderabad press club.

KARACHI: Hectic street full of garbage, sewerage water, causing unhygienic
atmosphere and creating problems for commuters and residents, due to poor
sewerage system, showing negligence of concerned authorities, located on
Shershah area in Karachi

LAHORE: Imam Masjid Nabawi Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad Al-Budair meeting with Punjab
Governor, Sardar Saleem Haider Khan at
Governor House.

LAHORE: Federal Ombudsman of Pakistan Ejaz
Ahmed Qureshi addressing to media persons.GILGIT: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Haji

Gulbar Khan giving away cheque under CM Youth
Loan Scheme during launch the GB Youth Policy
2024 to mark International Youth Day 2024.

Maryam Nawaz says:

After Qur’an & Sunnah, we take
guidance from Imam of Kaaba &

Imam of the Masjid-e-Nabawi
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif accorded a
warm welcome to the Imam
Masjid-e-Nabawi Dr. Salah
bin Muhammad Al Budair
on his arrival at the Chief
Minister’s Office here on
Monday.

The CM said, “On
behalf of people of Punjab,
I welcome your highness,
Pakistan is your home.”
She also prayed for the
health and long life of the
Saudi King, Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques.
The CM said the
friendship of the Saudi
royal family with her father
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
is enviable. She added, “I
follow Hazrat Umar
Farooq’s (RA) governance
model. Hazrat Umar
Farooq (RA) was a beacon
of light for the rulers. Our
powerhouse is in Madinah.
I don’t know much about

Lahore, but I know about
every street in Madinah.”

CM Maryam Nawaz
noted that the meeting with
Saudi Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman
along with Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif was great.
She added, “Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman
wants to serve his people
which is my mission as
well. Prince Muhammad
bin Salman is serving the
people of Saudi Arabia
with sincerity,” she said.

The CM said, “After
the Qur’an and Sunnah, we
take guidance from Imam
of Kaaba and Imam of the
Prophet’s Mosque in
Saudi Arabia.” She added
listening to the recitation
of Imam Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad Al-Budair,
one’s grief fades away and
one’s faith is revitalised.
She underscored visiting
Imam of Masjid-e-Nabawi

is a great honour for every
Pakistani.

Imam Masjid-e-
Nabawi Dr. Salah bin
Muhammad Al-Budair
expressed good wishes for
the people of Punjab from
the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques and the
people of Madinah. He
thanked Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif for
the warm welcome, and
said that Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia are like two
pole stars shining together
in the sky. He added
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
are strategic friends, they
were in the past and will
be in the future. He
highlighted Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif is a friend of
Pakistan, his leadership is
a source of improvement
and prosperity for
Pakistan. “Maryam
Nawaz Sharif is following
in his footsteps.

Governor Kundi thanks center
to allocate funds for Lift Canal

Saudi Arabia has always
supported Pakistan in

difficult times: Governor
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab
Governor, Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan accorded a
warm welcome to Imam
Masjid Nabawi Dr. Salah
bin Muhammad Al-Budair
here today at Governor
House Lahore. Saudi
ambassador Nawaf bin
Saeed al-Maliki was also
present. Speaking on this
occasion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said his presence is a matter
of joy and honor for him.
He said Pakistan and
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
enjoy long standing
fraternal relations.
Governor Punjab said that
Saudi Arabia has always
supported Pakistan in
difficult times. Imam

Masjid Nabaw,i Dr. Salah
bin Muhammad Al-Badair
also led the Zuhr prayer in
Jamia Masjid of Governor
House.

A large number of
Governor House staff and
public offered prayer led
by Imam Masjid Nabawi,
Dr Salah bin Muhammad
Al-Budair also offered a
special prayer for the
prosperity, peace and unity
of Muslim Ummah.

The distinguished
guest also visited the
Governor’s House.
Governor Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan informed the
Imam of Masjid Nabawi
Dr. Salah bin Muhammad
Al-Badeer about the
historical importance of the
Governor’s House.

Youth of Sindh showcase
remarkable talent: Murad

Sindh govt announces
free training program

for youth

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has said
that August 12 is celebrated
as International Youth Day
worldwide.

In connection with
International Youth Day, he
said that the youth of our
country especially Sindh
were talented. CM Murad
said that the Pakistan
People’s Party under the
leadership of our young
chairman Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari would bring
prosperity to the whole
country. He said that the
country could achieve
progress with the talents
and effective role of the
youth. He said that the
Pakistan People’s Party
had always encouraged the
youth.

He said that the Sindh
government had taken
many steps for the
development and capacity
building of the youth.

Punjab cabinet to
approve LG law draft

soon: Minister

Wafaqi Mohtasib resolves
118,012 complaints
during current year

Meeting reviews
preparations for

I-Day celebrations

US delivers lifesaving
nutrition assistance to
combat malnutrition

Committee met to address
teachers’ issues in KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Monday paid
thanks to federal
government for allocating
funds for the long-standing
demand of the Chashma
project Dera Ismail Khan
that will not only resolve
the water problem but to
increase in agriculture
sector.

He said this during a
meeting with a delegation
of senior journalists from
Dera Ismail Khan led by
senior journalist
Muhammad Saleem
Qureshi and the Chief
Editor of a local daily,
Chaudhry Asghar at the

Governor ’s House
Peshawar.

The governor said
that he always raised the
issue of the lift bank canal
at every forum. He said
that the Chashma Lift
Canal is a crucial irrigation
project in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province,
designed to enhance
agricultural productivity
by diverting water from the
Chashma Barrage to the
arid lands of Dera Ismail
Khan.This ambitious
project involves lifting
water from the barrage
through a series of pumps
and canals, providing a
reliable water source to
areas previously affected

by water scarcity, he
remarked.

Governor Kundi
emphasized that the
development and
prosperity of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are among
his top priorities.

He highlighted the
need for collective efforts
to ensure peace and
stressed the importance of
the media’s role in
promoting messages of
peace, unity and tolerance.

He acknowledged the
public’s concerns about the
state of education and
healthcare in the province,
admitting that there has
been insufficient progress
in these sectors.

Security plan
released for

Youm-e-Azadi
FAISALABAD (APP):
The Police department has
released security plan here
on Monday for the
celebration of 77th Youm-
e-Azadi (Independence
Day 2024).

During a meeting,
City Police Officer (CPO)
Kamran Adil said that more
than 4293 police officials
including 54 Sub
Inspectors (SIs), 634
Assistant Sub Inspectors
(ASI), 232 head constables
and 3355 constables/lady
constables would perform
security duties across the
district while 5
Superintendents Police
(SPs) and 13 Deputy
Superintendent Police
(DSPs) were deputed to
monitor the security duty.

He said that one-
wheeling, rash driving,
underage driving, aerial
firing and display of
weapons had been banned
and all the Station House
Officers (SHOs) were
directed to ensure thorough
patrolling in their
respective areas for
implementation of this ban
on Independence Day.

ANF seizes
157.8 kg

drugs; arrests
six accused

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
six operations managed to
recover 157,8 kg drugs and
arrested six accused, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Monday. He informed that
194 grams ice was
recovered from a passenger
going to Bahrain from
Faisalabad Airport. In
second operation, 86.4 kg
hashish and 34.8 kg opium
were recovered from a
vehicle intercepted on
Lahore-Sargodha road. 30
kg hashish was recovered
from two suspects arrested
near Rahman Garden
Lahore. 5 kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
rounded up near a
university in Hyderabad.

Woman killed,
one hurt as

roof collapsed
LODHRAN (APP): A
woman was killed while
another person sustained
serious injuries as roof of a
house caved in due to rain
near Pacca Khoh Lodhran.

According to Rescue
officials, the roof of a house
was suddenly caved in due
to heavy rain in Pacca
Khoh Lodhran.

As a result, a woman
was killed while another
person sustained serious
injuries.

Rescue team shifted
the injured to the hospital
after providing first aid.

Police nab
eight during
crackdown

against
illegal arms

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Police have arrested eight
illegal arm holders and
recovered arms,
ammunition from their
possession during
crackdown here on
Monday.  According to
police spokesman, Chakri
police held Akhlaq and
recovered 7mm rifle from
his possession and a 12-
bore rifle was found from
Faizan while 01 pistol 30
bore was recovered from
Usama. Similarly, Mandra
police apprehended two
illegal arm holders Shan and
Haider and recovered 02
pistols 30-bore from their
custody. KARACHI (APP): The

Sindh government has
launched an extensive free
training program aimed at
empowering the youth
across the province.

The initiative will
provide specialized
training in freelancing,
computer skills, driving,
vocational development,
and the arts at the district
level, said a communique on
Monday.

Sindh Minister for
Agriculture and Sports
Sardar Muhammad Bux
Mahar has announced that
the program is expected to
benefit thousands of young
people throughout the year.
This follows a successful
effort by the Youth
Department last year,
which trained 25,000

individuals in various
skills.

On International
Youth Day, the Minister
emphasized the vision of
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari to ensure
that every young person in
Sindh acquires the skills
necessary for economic
independence.

“The Sindh
government is committed
to overcoming the
challenges faced by our
youth and views them as a
critical asset to our
society,” Mehar stated.

The provincial
government is also focused
on generating new
employment opportunities
for young individuals
across different sectors
each year.

KARACHI (APP): The
United States (US)
Ambassador Donald Blome
on Monday delivered a
significant shipment of
lifesaving nutrition
assistance to Pakistan to
combat acute malnutrition
among vulnerable
populations.Addressing
the event at Maersk
Warehouse in Port Qasim,
he said the shipment,
which includes over 486
metric tons of ready-to-use
therapeutic food (RUTF),
is expected to benefit
approximately 29,000
Pakistani children
suffering from severe acute
malnutrition.Ambassador
Blome said the delivery
represents a considerable
contribution, equivalent in
weight to a fully loaded
Boeing 747 jumbo jet.
More than half of the
assistance will be
distributed in Sindh
province, with the
remainder allocated to

Balochistan, both of which
were heavily impacted by
the catastrophic floods of
2022, he added.

Since 2022, he said
the US has provided nearly
$100 million in assistance
to address acute
malnutrition in Pakistan,
with $15 million
specifically allocated for
treating severely
malnourished children. He
said this support also
includes emergency food
and health care services,
benefiting over 317,000
Pakistani mothers and
children. He said the US
assistance has further
bolstered Pakistan’s health
infrastructure, enhancing
screening and treatment for
malnourished children
under five, and providing
support to women who are
pregnant or breastfeeding.

Ambassador Blome
said the US has also trained
more than 779,000
frontline health workers.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Minister for Education
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Faisal Khan Tarakai
on Monday chaired a
meeting of the committee
formed to address the
demands and issues of
teachers.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Secretary of Education
Faiz Alam, Additional
Director Dr. Muhammad
Iqbal and other senior
officials.

During the meeting,
the education minister was
briefed on the issues and
demands presented by
various teachers’ unions.

The minister
reiterated the government’s
commitment to resolving

the teachers’ issues and
stated that various
committees have been
formed to find appropriate
solutions. He said the
purpose of the meeting was
to review the actions taken
by these committees.

He directed that a
secretary-level meeting be
convened within a week to
resolve the issues related to
the teachers’ CP Fund.

This meeting will
include the Secretary of
Finance, Secretary of Law,
Secretary of
Establishment, and
Secretary of Education,
and the Education Minister
will chair it.

The minister
instructed the officials to
fully prepare for the

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Local
Government Minister
Zeeshan Rafiq has said that
the legislative process is
underway to conduct local
bodies elections in Punjab.
There is ambiguity in the
law made by the former
government.

He was addressing a
round table conference on
the topic of local
democratic governments.
Civil society
representatives, senior
journalists and others also
participated in the
conference. The
participants emphasized
the need for early holding
of local body elections in
Punjab.

Minister Zeeshan
Rafiq said that the Local
Government Act 2019
called for the abolition of
the Union Council, the
basic unit of local bodies.
He regretted that elected
local bodies were not
allowed to flourish in the
past decades, but Muslim
League-N has a track record
of conducting local bodies

elections during its tenure.
Zeeshan Rafiq

reminded that Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif strengthened
the local bodies during his
prime ministership, but the
government that came after
him sent the local bodies
of the Muslim League-N
government home. He said
that under the supervision
of Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif,  the
preparation for holding
local body elections in
Punjab is proceeding
ahead. “Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has
set up a high-level
committee within a month
of assuming power, which
has studied various
systems and sent the
recommendations of the
new bill to the cabinet.”, he
said.

The Minister
expressed the hope that
the provincial cabinet will
soon approve the draft law
after which the matter will
go to the Punjab Assembly.
He termed the Local
Government Act of the
previous government. Chairmen of

five new
standing

committees
of PA notified

LAHORE (APP): A
notification of the
chairmen of five new
standing committees of the
Punjab Assembly has been
issued, here on Monday.

Secretary Punjab
Assembly Chaudhry
Aamir Habib issued the
notification of the
chairmen of the standing
committees. According to
the notification, Member
Provincial Assembly Arif
Mehmood Gul was elected
as the Chairman of the
Standing Committee for
C&W, Member Provincial
Assembly Noor-ul-Amin
Wattoo was appointed as
the Chairman of the
Standing Committee.

LAHORE (APP): The
Federal Ombudsman (
Wafaqi Mohtasib) has
resolved 11,8012
complaints out of total
120,158 filed during 2024
against various
departments. This was
stated by Wafaqi Mohtasib
Ejaz Ahmed Qureshi  while
addressing a meeting of
regional officers and press
conference here at the
Provincial Secretariat  on
Monday.  He said the ratio
of filing complaints in the
Mohtasib office was
increased 13% as compared
to the last year while
resolution percentage also

improved upto 8% this
year.  The ombudsman
stated that compliance  by
the government
departments upon the
orders stood at  90 per cent
which was a positive sign.
Ejaz Qureshi said that the
department provided relief
more than 2.2 million
families since 1983 through
resolving their issues. He
said the  business
community would be
involved with an aim to
resolve their problems
regarding the government
departments and a seminar
would be organized in this
regard at the Lahore.PESHAWAR (APP): A

meeting held here on
Monday with Chief
Secretary of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhary
reviewed preparations for
the 77th Independence Day
celebrations.

Additional Chief
Secretary Home and Tribal
Affairs Department, Abid
Majeed, relevant
administrative secretaries,
and other officials were
present at the meeting,
while commissioners and
deputy commissioners
participated via video link.

The meeting was
given a detailed briefing
from Secretary
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Muhammad Israr, about
the activities planned for
Independence Day.
Commissioners and deputy
commissioners informed

the meeting about the
programs planned in their
respective districts.

On this occasion, the
Chief Secretary stated that,
as like previous years,
this year’s Independence
Day wou ld  be
celebrated  with great
enthusiasm and zeal.

He instructed that
national flags be hoisted on
all government buildings
and that they be
illuminated with decorative
lights. Flag hoisting
ceremonies, rallies, and
special walks should be
organized at divisional
headquarters and districts.
Similarly, educational
institutions should
organize events in
connection with
Independence Day,
including awareness
speeches and sports
competitions.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting
with PepsiCo’s CEO for Africa, ME & SA Mr. Eugene Willemsen accompanied by CEO Pakistan and
Afghanistan Mr. Muhammad Khosa.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah visits the production
plant during his visit to Indus Motors, in Karachi.

LAHORE: Punjab Finance Minister Mujataba Shuja ur Rehman inspecting
the Lifestyle Furniture exhibition at Expo Centre Lahore.

MANSEHRA: First Unit of the Suki Kinari (SK) Hydropower Station in a
group photo during ceremony after successfully completed the back feeding
process, marking the official countdown to grid-connected power generation
for the station, located on the Kunhar River in Mansehra.

MULTAN: Women along with children are
purchasing toys from a roadside vendor.

FAISALABAD: Labourers packing freshly
harvested maize into sacks for transport to
factories and market in the city.

Pakistan restarts tractor export
to Africa: Rana Tanveer

Finance Minister meets
PepsiCo’s CEO for Africa

Ahsan Iqbal chairs review
meeting on public-private

partnership projects

OGDCL announces
Commencement of

production from Pak
first-ever tight gas project

China Mobile leads
global telecom industry

CDNS indicate to surpass
target set in Islamic finance
for current FY, 2024-24

KP economic zones
company announces

formal launch of IBDP

Cars’ sale increase
58% in July 2024

FCCI hails direct
flight for Medina

Seven more connections
severed over violations

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Industry and
Production Rana Tanveer
Hussain cut the ribbon at a
ceremony arranged on the
occasion of restart of the
tractors export to Africa
here at Millat Tractor
Company on Monday.

The company’s Chief
Executive Raheel Asghar
and other top management
of the company as well as
the foreign guests were
also present.

Addressing the
ceremony, the Federal

Minister said, “The
process of exporting
Pakistani tractors to
different African countries
has started again. I hope it
will revive the sinking
tractor manufacturing
industry.”  He said that the
decision to export tractors
to African countries would
expedite the process of the
tractor manufacturing
industry and also ensure
speedy agricultural
development, thus setting
the country’s economy on
strong footing.

Rana Tanveer Hussain
said that everyone knows
that the biggest challenge
facing Pakistan is the
economy, however, the
country’s economy will
recover soon only through
agricultural development.
The present government
has managed to save the
country from default and
‘our goal is to revive the
economy,’ he said, citing
that from 2013 to 2017,
Pakistan had been
developing fast and
afterwards, every sector

had started declining due to
the incompetent
government that took over
in 2018. The Federal
Minister mentioned that
though the present
government has taken
difficult decisions, these
would prove beneficial for
the nation and the country,
and everything will be fine
in a year. “Agriculture will
play an important role in
the recovery of the
economy and the
government has given many
incentives.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal on
Monday chaired a meeting
to review the progress of
ongoing projects being
executed under the Public-
Private Partnership (PPP)
framework.

Among others, the
meeting was attended by
Minister for Petroleum
Senator Musadik Malik,
Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission
Muhammad Jahanzeb
Khan, Secretary Planning
Awais Manzur Sumra,
Secretary Railways,
Secretary Economic
Affairs Division, PPP CEO
Malik Ahmed Khan and
senior officials from
federal and provincial
ministries, a news release
said.

The participants
reviewed the
implementation report of
the ongoing projects and
discussed decisions made
during the previous
meeting.

Presiding over the
meeting, the minister
emphasized the importance
of creating a favorable
investment environment,
stating that  in vesto rs
sought  profi t  and the
go vernment  mu st
balance its interests with
i n v e s t m e n t
op por tu n i t ies .  He
st res sed  that  t he
go vernment  sh ou ld
clearly define its goals
and interests while creating
investment opportunities
in any sector, stressing the
need for thorough
preparation before inviting
investors.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Monday
held a meeting with
PepsiCo’s Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) for Africa,
Middle East (ME) and
South Asia (SA) Eugene
Willemsen to discuss
Pakistan’s economic
progress and potential
c o l l a b o r a t i o n
opportunities.

He was accompanied
by CEO Pakistan and
Afghanistan Muhammad
Khosa, said a news release.
The minister welcomed
Willemsen and provided an
update on Pakistan’s
economic progress.

He also highlighted
recent improvements,
including increased foreign

exchange reserves,
decreased inflation, and
stable currency.

The minister
attributed these positive
indicators to the successful
completion of the nine-
month stand-by
arrangement (SBA) with
the IMF and mentioned
that a staff-level agreement
(SLA) has been reached to
ensure continued economic
stability.

He also spoke about
ongoing reforms in the
energy sector, state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), and
taxation, emphasizing the
government’s initiative to
incorporate under-taxed
and untaxed entities into
the tax net.

M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb appreciated the
PepsiCo’s seed lab

initiative and its impact in
driving agricultural and
overall economic growth.

Talking about the
digitization in Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR),
the Minister discussed the
integrating RAAST (the
digital payment system)
and NADRA (the national
database and registration
authority) to further
improve efficiency.

Willemsen expressed
appreciation for Pakistan’s
positive economic
indicators and noted the
growth in the financial
sector.

The meeting
underscored the
commitment of both
parties to foster continued
economic development and
explore collaborative
opportunities in Pakistan.

PSX witnesses
bearish trend,
loses 589 points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed bearish
trend on Monday, losing
589.30 points, a negative
change of 0.75 percent,
closing at 77,980.29 points
against 78,569.59 points on
the last working day.

A total of
415,170,050 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 420,405,980
shares the previous day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 22.242 billion
against Rs 20.720 billion on
the last trading day.

As many as 444
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
122 of them recorded gains
and 278 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
44 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were Yousuf
Weaving with 38,066,194
shares at Rs 5.34 per share,
WorldCall Telecom with
19,215,805 shares at Rs
1.17 per share and
Kohinoor Spinning with
13,346,390 shares at Rs
7.64 per share.

Mari Petroleum
Company Limited
witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 122.16 per
share price, closing at Rs
3,266.80, whereas the
runner-up was Services
Industries Limited with a
Rs 48.95 rise in its per
share price to Rs 967.30.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
reported at the port where
eightships namely,Maersk
Durban, MSC Elsa 3,
Kouros Queen, Rhine,
Golden Denise, Lusail, Jag
Padma and Chang Han Run
Hai scheduled to load/
o f f l o a d C o n t a i n e r s ,
Cement, Palm oil,
Chemicals,LNG, Mogas
and Coal, berthed at Qasim
Container Terminal,Multi-
Purpose Terminals, Liquid
Terminal, Engro Terminal,
Elengy Terminal, Oil
Terminal and Bulk Terminal
respectively during last 24
hours (.)Meanwhile
another edible oil carrier
Silver Orla also arrived at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim during the same
period (.)

Atotal of ten ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them a
container vessel MSC.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Oil
and Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL) on Monday
announced the successful
commencement of early
commercial production of
Tight Gas from Pakistan’s
first-ever Tight Gas
project, Nur West Well-1
at the Nur Development &
Production Lease (D&PL),
located in the Sujawal
district of Sindh.

According to press
release, the Nur West Well-
1 is currently producing 1.5
million Standard Cubic
Feet per Day (MMSCFD)
of gas with a wellhead
flowing pressure of 1050
PSI.

The gas is sourced
from the Lower Guru
formation (‘A’ Sand) and
has been seamlessly
integrated into the Sui
Southern Gas Company
Limited (SSGCL) network.

This integration will
strengthen the national gas
supply infrastructure and
contribute to the stability

of Pakistan’s energy
supply.

During drilling, initial
conventional testing
methods did not provide
favorable results,
consequently, the hydraulic
fracturing technique was
employed to achieve
production viability.

This innovative
approach underscores
OGDCL’s commitment to
exploring and developing
advanced techniques to
maximize resource
potential.

OGDCL has
formulated a
comprehensive Tight Gas
exploration and
development roadmap,
which is currently under
implementation.

This roadmap
reaffirms the company’s
commitment to expanding
energy resources, securing
national energy
requirements, and
promoting sustainable
development across
Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The sale of cars during the
first month of the current
financial year 2024-25 has
increased by 58.21 percent
as compared to the same
month of last year, a recent
data released by Pakistan
Automobile Manufacturing
Association (PAMA) said.

According to the
data, as many as 5,857 cars
were sold during the month
under review as opposed
to 3,702 units in the same
month of last year.

The breakup figures
showed that 790 units of
Honda Civic and City were
sold during the
corresponding month of
the year 2024-25 as
compared to the sale of 208
units last year.

Toyota Corolla and

Yaris cars sales also
increased by 3.65 percent
as it went up to 1,106 units
from 1,067 units in July of
the previous year.

Suzuki Swift’s sales
also surged by 101.60
percent as its sale increased
to 502 units from 249 units
last year.

Sale of Suzuki Cultus
decreased to 96 units
during the first month of
the current year, whereas
during the same month last
year, the sale was recorded
at 177 units while the sale
of Suzuki WagonR also
decreased to 139 units
from 245 units last year.

Suzuki Alto’s sales
also witnessed an increase
of 99.23 percent from
1,440 units to 2,869 units
during the current year.

Gold rates
remain

unchanged
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold witnessed no
change on Monday and
was traded at Rs 256,500
in the local market.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat also remained
stagnant at Rs.219,907
while there was no change
in prices of 10 gram 22
karat gold which was
traded at Rs.201,582, All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained unchanged at
Rs.2,850 and Rs.2,443.41
respectively.

Prices of gold in the
international market
increased by $9 to $2,439
as compared to the
previous day rates of
$2,430, the Association
reported.

Iran’s trade with
Africa reaches

$1.3 billion
ZANJAN (APP): The
president of the Iran-
Africa Joint Chamber of
Commerce has called for
strategic planning to
enhance Iran’s trade
relations with the
continent, which currently
stand at approximately
$1.3 billion.

The current trade
volume, Masoud
Berahman told a conference
in the city of Zanjan on
Sunday, is significantly
lower than the potential
trade opportunities
between Iran and Africa.

Africa boasts a
staggering $1.5 trillion in
trade turnover, which is
split quite evenly between
imports and exports,
Berahman said at the
conference featuring trade
opportunities in Africa.

He pointed to the
continent’s rich natural
resources, environmental
assets, and agricultural
potential, which remain
largely untapped by
Iranian traders.

He stressed that Iran
must work to carve out a
larger share in the African
market.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
China Mobile International
Limited, [China Mobile
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Corporation (CMCC)]
continues to lead the
telecom industry, ranking
55th on the Fortune 500
list—a notable rise of
seven positions from last
year.

Specifically, within
the telecom sector, China
Mobile, which ascended to
the top of the industry last
year, maintains its
leadership on the industry
list this year, said a news
release issued here on
Monday. The Fortune
Global 500 list was
released with a total of 133
Chinese companies,
including those from
Taiwan, making it to the
list. Among them, the three
major Chinese telecom
operators have collectively
secured their positions
once again. Over the past
year, despite facing a
complex and challenging
external environment,

China Mobile seized the
opportunity presented by
the accelerating digital
transformation of the
economy and society.

The company
remained steadfast in its
development goal of
becoming a “world-class
information service and
technology innovation
company.”

By continuously
enhancing innovation-
driven growth, boosting its
core competitiveness, and
striving for high-quality
sustainable development,
the company achieved new
milestones in its
operational performance—
surpassing the trillion-
yuan revenue mark and
reaching a new high in
profits. China Mobile’s
strategic transformation
and innovation efforts have
reached new heights,
paving the way for its
emergence as a world-class
enterprise known for its
excellent products,
outstanding brand.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has indicated to surpass
the target set in Islamic
finance in the current Fiscal
years 2024-24.

The Central
Directorate of National
Savings (CDNS) has set a
target of Rs 170 billion
investment in Islamic
finance for the Current
Fiscal Year, which will lead
to growth in the Islamic
economy in the country,
the senior official of CDNS
told APP here on Monday.

The National Savings
had issued the Islamic
bonds for the promotion of
the Islamic finance system,
which will help the
development of the Islamic
economy in the country, he
said.

Replying to a
question, he said the CDNS
had achieved the target of
Rs 75 billion during the last
fiscal year (2023-24) from
the Islamic bonds, and that
was why it aimed to
introduce new dimensions
in the Islamic finance
sector.

“Islamic finance now

has a significant role in the
global financial sector. A
large part of the economy
of many major countries
currently includes Islamic
finance,” he added.

The official said that
work was being done on
institutional reforms in the
CDNS.

Given the current
market trend in the
country, an ambitious
target had been set to
improve the savings culture
further, he added.

Replying to another
question, he said that the
CDNS has set an annual
target of Rs 1650 billion for
the current Fiscal Year,
2024-25, which will
promote the saving culture
in the country.

He said that the
CDNS has realized a target
of Rs1.742 trillion in fresh
bonds and exceeded 100
percent of the annual target
in the last fiscal year 2023-
24, from July 1 to June
30th.

The National Savings
has set an annual target of
Rs 1.7 trillion for the year
2023-24; it is encouraging
that this year.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Economic Zones
Development and
Management Company
(KPEZDMC) has
announced formal
launching of the Inclusive
Business Development
Park (IBDP).

The pioneering
initiative IBDP) aimed at
empowering entrepreneurs
from diverse backgrounds
including men, women,
persons with special
abilities and transgender
has been executed.

The IBDP was
officially inaugurated by
the Special Assistant to the

Chief Minister KP on
Industries, Commerce, and
Technical Education, Mr.
Abdul Karim Tordher on
Monday. This
groundbreaking project is
funded by the World Bank
through the KPEC,
demonstrating a strong
commitment to foster
inclusive economic growth
in the region.

The Inclusive
Business Development
Park, initially established
in Peshawar Economic
Zone, is a strategic effort
to nurture small business
ventures, enabling them to
scale up and achieve long-
term sustainability.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) Vice President Hajji
Muhammad

Aslam Bhalli has
extended gratitude to PIA
and CAA for launching a
direct flight between
Faisalabad and Medina
from August 30.

In a press statement
here on Monday, he said
that FCCI was pressing
hard to restart the
Faisalabad-Medina flight to
benefit the millions of
people residing in and
around Faisalabad.  He said
that it was the shortest

route through which
Umrah pilgrims could reach
“Haram” within only 6.30
hours.

Earlier, pilgrims had to
spend three hours to travel
from Faisalabad to Lahore
or Islamabad.  “Similarly,
they had to report for
check-in three hours before
the departure of flight”, he
said and added that there
was sufficient passenger
load available in Faisalabad
for this route.  Hence, one
weekly flight is
insufficient and PIA must
arrange at least two weekly
flights from Faisalabad to
Medina, he demanded.

LODHRAN (APP): Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) UFG
Control Task Force raided
and disconnected  seven
more connections over
violations.According to
details, the meters of two
consumers were installed
away from the service,
causing leakage and
resulting in financial losses
to the department.

Consequently, their meters
were disconnected.

One consumer ’s
meter was found to be
suspicious due to seal
tampering, leading to its
disconnection as well.

Additionally, three
consumers had meters with
broken counters, which
were found to be tampered
with and were therefore
disconnected.
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Gazans flee ‘from death to
death’ as Khan Yunis hit
Monitoring Desk

KHAN YUNIS: Israel ex-
panded evacuation orders in
Khan Yunis in the Gaza
Strip overnight, forcing tens
of thousands of Palestinian
residents and displaced
families to leave in the dark
as explosions from tank
shelling reverberated
around them.

Palestinians already
displaced numerous times
by Israeli air strikes were
forced to flee Al-Halaa and
other northern
neighbourhoods of Khan
Yunis on Sunday, a day af-
ter an Israeli airstrike on a
school in Gaza City killed
at least 90 Palestinians.

“We’re exhausted.
This is the 10th time I and
my family have had to leave
our shelter,” said Zaki
Mohammad, 28, who lives
in the Hamad housing
project in western Khan
Yunis, where the occupants
of two multi-floor buildings
were ordered to leave.

“We are running from
death to death.”

An Israeli airstrike
near the Khan Yunis mar-

ket at the city centre killed
four Palestinians and
wounded several others,
medics said, while residents
reported that two multi-
floor buildings were
bombed, as smoke rose
from areas where Israeli
planes carried out attacks
in the eastern and western
parts of the city.

The forces pushed
deeper into Al-Jalaa area
that erstwhile was consid-
ered relatively safer zone.
Al-Jalaa would become a
“dangerous combat zone”,
the Israeli forces warned
the remaining population of
Palestinians as the army
dropped leaflets containing
fresh evacuation orders tell-
ing residents and refugees
to leave the Khan Yunis area
also.

“For your own safety,
you must evacuate imme-
diately to the newly created
humanitarian zone. The
area you are in is consid-
ered a dangerous combat
zone,” said the announce-
ment posted on X.

Families gathered their
meagre belongings and left

Displaced Palestinians make their way as they flee Hamad City following an
Israeli evacuation order, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

Quetta

US presidential candidate
Kamala says she supports
eliminating taxes on tips

Bangladesh swears in
new chief justice

Monitoring Desk
LAS VEGAS: US Vice
President Kamala Harris
told supporters in Nevada
on Saturday she supported
eliminating taxes on tips,
taking a similar position to
her rival Donald Trump in
an effort to win over ser-
vice workers, an important
constituency in the
state.Harris and her Demo-
cratic running mate, Min-
nesota Governor Tim Walz,
wrapped up a multi-day
tour of battleground states
on Saturday with their stop
in Nevada, a western state
that could play a pivotal role
in the November 5 presi-
dential election.

“It is my promise to
everyone here when I am
president we will continue
to fight for working fami-
lies, including to raise the
minimum wage and elimi-
nate taxes on tips for ser-
vice and hospitality work-
ers,” Harris said.

Harris said she would

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Bangladesh’s
new chief justice has been
sworn into office after his
predecessor, viewed as a
loyalist of toppled premier
Sheikh Hasina, quit follow-
ing protester demands, a
presidential official said on
Sunday.

It is the latest in a
string of fresh appoint-
ments to replace an old
guard viewed as linked to
the previous regime, ousted
by the student-led uprising.

Syed Refaat Ahmed,
the senior-most high court
judge, was sworn into of-
fice by President
Mohammed Shahabuddin,
the president’s press sec-
retary Shiplu Zaman said.
“He became the 25th chief
justice of Bangladesh,”
Zaman said.

Ahmed studied at the
University of Dhaka, Ox-
ford and Tufts University
in the United States.

Ahmed’s predecessor
Obaidul Hassan on Satur-

day became the latest to
announce his departure, af-
ter hundreds of protesters
gathered outside the court
to demand he step down.

Appointed last year,
Hassan earlier oversaw a
much-criticised war crimes
tribunal that ordered the
execution of Hasina’s op-
ponents, and his brother
was her longtime secretary.

Bangladesh’s new in-
terim government said on
Sunday it was working to
resolve attacks on Hindus
and other religious minori-
ties reported after ouster of
former premier Sheikh
Hasina. Hindus are the larg-
est minority in Bangladesh.
They are considered a stead-
fast support base for
Hasina’s party, the Awami
League. After Hasina’s
abrupt resignation and flight
abroad on Monday brought
an end to her 15 years of
rule, there were numerous
reports of attacks against
Hindu households, temples
and businesses.

work to drive down con-
sumer prices, vowing to
“take on big corporations
that engage in illegal price-
gouging” and corporate
landlords that unfairly raise
rents on working families,
as well as going after big
pharmaceutical companies
to drive drug prices lower.

Trump, who told a
rally in Las Vegas in June
that he would seek to end
taxation of income from
tips, accused Harris of
stealing his policy pro-
posal.

“Kamala Harris,
whose ‘Honeymoon’ pe-
riod is ENDING… just
copied my NO TAXES
ON TIPS Policy,” Trump
said on his Truth Social app.
“The difference is, she
won’t do it, she just wants
it for Political Purposes!”

A Harris campaign
official said her proposal
would require legislation
to be passed by Con-
gress.

End UK riots,
parents of murdered

girl urge at her funeral
Monitoring Desk

SOUTHPORT: Hundreds
of mourners gathered on
Sunday in Southport for
the funeral of a nine-year-
old girl killed in last
month’s knife attack, which
sparked more than a week
of nationwide disorder.

The parents of one of
three girls, who were mur-
dered at a Taylor Swift-
themed event, called for an
end to the nationwide riot-
ing that followed their
deaths at an emotional fu-
neral for their young daugh-
ter.

Family, friends, com-
munity leaders and emer-
gency responders all joined
Alice da Silva Aguiar’s par-
ents for an emotional cer-
emony at a Catholic church
in the seaside town, nearly
two weeks after the mass
stabbing that shocked the
country.

Attendees had been
asked to wear white, a tra-
dition for some in Portugal,
where Alice’s parents hail
from.

Locals lining the main
road clapped as the funeral
cortege - bearing a small
white coffin, resting on a
carriage pulled by two
white horses with colourful
feathers - passed by.

“Of course we’re here
— it’s the Southport
spirit,” said one man who
turned out. “We’re here to
pay our respects.” Pink
ribbons and balloons had
been tied to lampposts and
garden walls near the
church. Several hundred
people packed inside the
venue for the service - fea-
turing short addresses, read-
ings, prayers and hymns —
which was relayed on loud-
speakers to those who had
gathered outside.

Northern Ireland violence
shocks Muslims, stokes

fears over sectarian divides
Monitoring Desk

BELFAST: A week of rac-
ism-fuelled disorder in
Northern Ireland, sparked
by disturbances in English
towns and cities, is prov-
ing harder to end, with fears
the UK region’s sectarian
divisions are feeding into
the violence.

“They burned every
single thing, there is noth-
ing left inside, just ashes,”
said Bashir, whose super-
market in Belfast was
torched during attacks
against foreign-owned
shops and businesses. A
mosque in a town near
Belfast was also targeted
late on Friday.

“We are scared at what
may happen next, there is
lots of hostility against the
Muslim community,” said
the 28-year-old from
Dubai, who did not want
to give his full name citing
safety reasons.

Northern Ireland has
seen nightly unrest, mainly
in pro-UK loyalist
neighbourhoods, that began
after an anti-immigration
protest in Belfast on Au-
gust 3.

The violence has mir-
rored disorder across En-
gland, spurred by misinfor-
mation spread on social
media about the suspected
perpetrator of a knife at-

tack in Southport on July
29 which killed three chil-
dren.

The Police Service of
Northern Ireland (PSNI)
said that 31 people had
been arrested during the dis-
turbances. “On a funda-
mental level the Belfast at-
tacks are similar in its dy-
namic to anti-immigration
protests in white working-
class areas in England, the
Republic of Ireland and
elsewhere in Europe,” said
Peter McLoughlin, a poli-
tics lecturer at Queens Uni-
versity Belfast.

“It is driven by rac-
ism and fear of the other,
but in Northern Ireland it
also interfaces with sectar-
ian political dynamics,” he
said.

Three decades of vio-
lent sectarian conflict
known as the “Troubles”
largely ended in 1998, but
bitterness and friction per-
sists between pro-UK Prot-
estant loyalists and pro-
Irish unity Catholic nation-
alists.

Outside Bashir’s
smoke-scarred shopfront in
the staunchly loyalist in-
ner-city district of Sandy
Row, British Union Jack
flags flutter on lampposts
and painted wall murals
proclaim fierce allegiance to
the UK.

DHAKA: Holding banners and portraits of their ‘missing’ relatives, family
members of those allegedly ‘disappeared’ by security agencies during Awami
League rule, gather at the Shaheed Minar.

France bids reluctant
farewell to dazzling

Paris Olympics

Indian medics go on strike
after rape and murder of

colleague in Kolkata

Indonesia holds
first cabinet
meeting in

planned new
capital,

Nusantara
Monitoring Desk

JAKARTA: Indonesian
President Joko Widodo
held his first cabinet meet-
ing in his planned new
capital, Nusantara, on
Monday, as the outgoing
leader seeks to reassure
investors his $32 billion
mega-project remains on
track before he steps
down this October.

Years after announc-
ing his flagship infra-
structure project ,  in-
tended to ease the burden
on congested, sinking and
overpopulated Jakarta,
Nusantara has faced mul-
tiple problems, including
construction delays and a
lack of foreign invest-
ment.

Vietnam’s
newly appointed
party chief set
to visit China

next week
Monitoring Desk

HANOI: Vietnam’s top
leader To Lam will visit
China next week in his first
foreign trip since his ap-
pointment as general secre-
tary of the ruling Commu-
nist Party earlier in August,
three officials familiar with
the matter told Reuters.

The move would con-
firm the close ties between
the two communist-run
neighbours, which have well
developed economic and
trade relations despite oc-
casionally clashing over
boundaries in the energy-
rich South China Sea, a cru-
cial commercial waterway
that Beijing claims almost
in its entirety - irking sev-
eral countries in the region.
Lam, who is also the state
president of the Southeast
Asian nation, is planning to
arrive in China on Aug 18.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: France bid a reluc-
tant farewell on Monday to
an “enchanted” fortnight of
Olympic sport as athletes
headed home from Paris
praising a dazzling edition
of the Games that has
breathed new life into the
biggest show on earth.

Hollywood star Tom
Cruise delivered stardust at
the closing ceremony on
Sunday evening — and a
link with the next Games in
Los Angeles — by abseiling
into the national stadium.

The “Mission Impos-
sible” star descended on a
wire in front of 71,500
spectators, grabbed the
Olympic flag and jumped
onto a motorbike, to the
delight of thousands of
dancing athletes and awe-
struck fans.

The final act of the

Paris Olympics brought re-
lief that an event foreshad-
owed by worries about ter-
ror attacks, strikes or pro-
tests had passed off with
barely a hitch.

But there was also
sadness that two weeks of
high-spirited celebration had
come to an end. “Keep the
flame alive,” urged the front-
page headline of France’s
biggest sports newspaper,
L’Equipe, which featured
new national swimming
hero Leon Marchand and
urged French people to
maintain the spirit “of this
enchanted fortnight”. At the
Athletes’ Village in northern
Paris, bleary-eyed athletes
were packing their bags af-
ter a late night, with the
French capital’s two main
airports braced for a huge
influx of travellers and
sports equipment.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian doc-
tors in government hospi-
tals across several states
halted elective services “in-
definitely” on Monday to
protest the rape and mur-
der of a young medic.

The 31-year-old
woman’s brutalised body
was found bearing multiple
injuries on Friday in a state-
run hospital in West
Bengal’s Kolkata, where
she was a resident doctor.

A subsequent autopsy
confirmed sexual assault
and homicide.

Police have detained a
man who worked at the
victim’s hospital helping
people navigate busy
queues, according to local
media reports.

Demonstrations by
doctors demanding justice

and better workplace secu-
rity that initially began in
Kolkata have now spread
to other parts of the coun-
try.

Sexual violence against
women is a widespread
problem in India — an av-
erage of nearly 90 rapes a
day were reported in 2022
in the country of 1.4 billion
people.

Doctors say they face
additional threats of work-
place violence from angry
family members of patients,
especially after delivering
bad news.

“There should be
stringent security measures
in hospitals and CCTV
cameras should be in-
stalled,” said Sarvesh
Pandey, from the Federa-
tion of Resident Doctors
Association.

The coffin of Alice da Silva Aguiar, one of the three victims of a knife attack,
arrives at St Patrick’s Catholic Church in Southport.

India blocks
Bangladeshis fleeing

chaotic regime change

Hong Kong court dismisses
bid by media tycoon Jimmy
Lai to overturn conviction

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India has ar-
rested nearly a dozen
Bangladeshis attempting to
cross the border to escape
violence and political tu-
mult following deadly pro-
tests that led to the ouster
of prime minister Sheikh
Hasina, border officials said
on Monday.

Hundreds more are
waiting along the frontier
pleading for permission to
cross, India’s Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) said.

Hindus are the largest
minority faith in mostly
Muslim Bangladesh, and
are considered a steadfast
support base for Hasina’s
party, the Awami League.

After Hasina’s abrupt
resignation and escape to
India ended her 15 years of
autocratic rule on August 5,
there were numerous re-
ports of attacks against
Hindu households, temples
and businesses.

India’s BSF said 11
Bangladesh nationals had

Monitoring Desk
HONG KONG: Hong
Kong’s top court on Mon-
day unanimously dis-
missed the bid to overturn
the convictions of media
tycoon Jimmy Lai and six
other pro-democracy cam-
paigners for an
unauthorised assembly in
2019.

Lai, 76, the founder of
the pro-democracy news-
paper Apple Daily, and six
others including veteran
democrat Martin Lee had
been found guilty of
organising and participating
in an unauthorised assem-
bly in August 2019 during
months-long pro-democ-
racy protests in the China-
ruled city.

While a lower court
had overturned their con-

viction for organising the
unauthorised assembly, but
their conviction for taking
part in an unauthorised pro-
cession was upheld.

Their appeal centred
on whether the conviction
was proportionate to fun-
damental human rights pro-
tections, a principle set
down in two non-binding
decisions of Britain’s Su-
preme Court known as
“operational proportional-
ity”.

Chief Justice Andrew
Cheung and Judge Roberto
Ribeiro wrote in the main
judgement that the two UK
decisions should not be fol-
lowed in Hong Kong, as
there’s differences between
the legal frameworks for
human rights challenges in
Hong Kong and the UK.

Practicing doctors and medical staff display placards as they take part in a
protest against the incident of rape and murder of a young medic in Kolkata,
during a demonstration held at a government hospital in New Delhi.

US publicly announces
submarine move to Middle

East amid Israel-Iran tensions
a submarine.

In a statement after
Austin spoke with his Is-
raeli counterpart, the Pen-
tagon said Austin had or-
dered the Abraham Lincoln
strike group to accelerate
its deployment to the re-
gion.

“Secretary Austin re-
iterated the United States’
commitment to take every
possible step to defend Is-
rael and noted the strength-
ening of US military force
posture and capabilities
throughout the Middle East
in light of escalating regional
tensions,” the statement
added.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin has ordered the deploy-
ment of a guided missile
submarine to the Middle
East, the Pentagon said on
Sunday, as the region braces
for possible attacks by Iran
and its allies after the kill-
ing of senior members of
Hamas and Hezbollah.

While the USS Geor-
gia, a nuclear-powered sub-
marine, was already in the
Mediterranean Sea in July,
according to a US military
post on social media, it was
a rare move to publicly an-
nounce the deployment of

Trump reportedly
used a slur

against Harris
in private

conversations
Monitoring Desk

NEW YORK: Former
President Donald Trump
reportedly has used a slur
often targeted at women to
describe Vice President Ka-
mala Harris during at least
two private conversations.
His campaign denies it.

The New York Times
cited two people who, on
different occasions, heard
Trump call Harris a “b—
—.” The people were
granted anonymity to de-
scribe private discussions.

In response, Trump
campaign spokesperson
Steven Cheung said, “That
is not language President
Trump has used to describe
Kamala and it’s not how the
campaign would character-
ize her.”

Trump, a Republican,
has a history of making de-
rogatory statements about
women and his political
opponents. He has called
Harris, the Democrats’
presidential candidate, and
other women, including
2016 Democratic nominee
Hillary Clinton, “nasty,”
and he bragged about grab-
bing women’s genitalia in
the infamous “Access Hol-
lywood” tape.

He called Carly
Fiorina, one of his rivals for
the Republican nomination
in 2016, “horseface” during
a campaign debate. Last
month, Trump said falsely
that Harris, who is Black
and of Asian descent, has
misled voters about her
race.

Israeli minister tells US
that large-scale Iranian

attack expected, Axios reports

Bomb blast in
Kabul leaves
one dead, 11

injured
Monitoring Desk

KABUL: A bomb blast on
a minibus in a
neighbourhood of
Afghanistan’s capital killed
one person and wounded 11
others on Sunday, a Kabul
police spokesman said.

The blast went off in
Dasht-i-Barchi — home to
many Shias, a historically
persecuted community in
Afghanistan and a frequent
target of the Islamic State
group that considers them
heretics — in the western
neighbourhood of Kabul.

“An IED (improvised
explosive device) was
planted on a minibus in the
Dasht-i-Barchi area,” Kabul
police spokesman Khalid
Zadran said in a statement.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Israeli
Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant told US Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin on
Sunday that Iran was mak-
ing preparations for a large-
scale military attack on Is-
rael, Axios reporter Barak
Ravid said in a post on X,
citing a source with knowl-
edge of the call.

In a statement on
Monday, Gallant’s ministry
confirmed the call took
place overnight. It said Gal-
lant and Austin discussed
operational and strategic
coordination and the Israeli
military’s readiness in the
face of Iranian threats.

Austin has meanwhile
ordered the deployment of
a guided missile submarine
to the Middle East. The US
military had already said it
would deploy additional
fighter jets and Navy war-
ships to the region to bol-
ster Israeli defences.

On Friday, an Iranian
Revolutionary Guards
deputy commander was
quoted as saying by local
news agencies that Iran was
set to carry out an order by
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei to “harshly
punish” Israel over the as-
sassination on July 31 of the
leader of Palestinian militant
group Hamas in Tehran.

Helicopter
crashes into

roof of Cairns
Hilton Double

Tree hotel,
killing pilot
Monitoring Desk

SYDNEY: A helicopter on
an unauthorised flight
crashed into the roof of a
Hilton hotel in Australia’s
northern tourist town of
Cairns on Monday, killing
the pilot and forcing hun-
dreds of guests to evacuate
after a blaze, authorities
said. Emergency crews
were called at about 2 am
(1600 GMT on Sunday)
after the twin-engine heli-
copter hit the roof of the
hotel.

the area, fearing fresh mis-
sile strikes and fighting.
Crowds of people, mainly
from the Hamad
neighbourhood in Al-Jalaa,
left with whatever they
could lay their hands on,
some loading mattresses,
clothing and cooking uten-
sils into pick-up trucks,
while others simply walked
with their bags.

Young men and
women escorted elderly
family members, while oth-
ers tried to catch a ride to
safer zones.

Head of the UN refu-
gee agency for Palestinian
refugees UNRWA Philippe
Lazzarini said on X, “Just
in the past few days, more
than 75,000 people have
been displaced in southwest
Gaza.”

Lazzarini said the new
evacuation orders sent
many people fleeing. “Some
are only able to carry their
children with them, some
carry their whole lives in
one small bag,” he said.

“The people of Gaza
are trapped and have no-
where to go.”
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with JUP Secretary
General Owais Noorani.

QUETTA: Ex Governor State Bank, Ishrat Hussain
calls on Governor Balochistan, Jaffar Khan
Mandukhail at Governor House.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo
with students on the International Youth Day ceremony.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a group
photograph with other guests at the inaugural session of the Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development on ‘Gender Empowerment
and Green Economy’.

QUETTA: Col. (Retd) Humayun Achakzai and
Major (Retd) Khudai Dost meeting with Speaker
Balochistan Assembly Captain (retd) Abdul
Khaliq Achakzai.

ATTOCK: President, Asif Ali Zardari offering Fateha
for Lieutenant Uzair Mehmood Malik Shaheed, dur-
ing his visit to the Shaheed’s home, in Attock.

QUETTA: Chief Executive Officer QESCO Balochistan Engr. Shafqat Ali
briefed Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail about QESCO

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over a meeting regarding revenue review of FY 2023-24

Pakistan’s Parliament championed
critical legislation on gender violence,
women empowerment: Speaker NA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Monday said the path to
sustainable and inclusive
development sans women
empowerment and gender
equality was elusive
whereas the Parliament of
Pakistan had championed
critical legislation barring
gender violence and sup-
porting women empower-
ment in the country.

In his keynote address
at the inaugural session of
the two-day meeting of the
Asian Forum of Parliamen-
tarians on Population and
Development (AFPPD) on
‘Gender Empowerment
and Green Economy’, the
Speaker underscored that
the presence of high-level
dignitaries depicted great
leadership and partnership
of regional parliamentarians
in achieving gender equal-
ity and women empower-
ment goals.

As many as 15 Asian

countries’ parliamentarians
and others from Pakistan,
diplomatic community, high
level political figures, gov-
ernment officials, interna-
tional non-governmental
organisations (INGOs),
members of international
donor organisations, and
academia participated the
event. Speaker National
Assembly, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq lauded PM’s aide
Romina Khurshid Alam for
her tireless efforts in orga-
nizing the international
meeting with a very timely
and pertinent agenda syn-
chronized with the national
sustainable development
goals. The parliament of Pa-
kistan has played a crucial
role in ensuring well guided
legislation on gender equal-
ity, reproductive health, and
established women caucus,
youth parliamentarians
committee, and other par-
liamentary forums for inclu-
sive engagement of all stake-
holders in policy making

initiatives, he added.
“The Parliament of

Pakistan became the first
public building for securing
net metering license to pro-
mote green economy and
renewables. The Speaker
National Assembly’s resi-
dence and the Parliament
building were first con-
verted over solar energy
when there was no public
building with solar power
in the country,” he men-
tioned. Pakistan, he said,
had prepared billions of ru-
pees project for solarization
of Balochistan that would
not only help reduce power
leakages, but also ensure
renewable energy rollout in
the biggest province of the
country by territory. “Cli-
mate Change is a present
reality affecting our day-to-
day life. We are dispropor-
tionately affected due to
increased intensity of di-
sasters and violence against
gender in the aftermath of
climate catastrophes.

Good consumers fed up of load shedding & over billing:

Governor directs QESCO to stop
unannounced electricity load

shedding immediately
Directs to improve the official procedure and adopt

appropriate behaviour with the consumers
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has di-
rected to the Quetta Elec-
tr ic Supply Company
(QESCO) to stop the un-
announced electr ici ty
load shedding immedi-
ately just because the
good consumers paying
utility bills of electricity
have become fed up due
to the negative impacts of
electricity load shedding
and especially over billing.

The Governor also di-
rected to dispose of the
complaints of electricity
consumers in order to main-
tain the high standard of
customer service.

He was speaking on
occasion of the briefing con-

ducted by the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of QESCO,
Engineer Shafqat Ali here
on Monday.

Also present on the
occasion was the Principal
Secretary to Governor
Hashim Ghilzai.

The Governor on the
occasion directed to im-
prove the official procedure
and adopt appropriate
behaviour with the con-
sumers.

He also directed to
take practical steps for pro-
viding electricity along with
complete voltage without
causing inconvenience to
the consumers.

The Governor
stressed the need to dispose
of the complaints of the
consumers about electric-
ity.

He directed to
WAPDA high ups to pay
focus on the payment of
arrears so that it’s overall
performance could be im-
proved.

He also emphasized
upon the district adminis-
tration to extend whole-
hearted cooperation for
protection of QESCO au-
thorities at the district
level.

He made it clear to
take well care of the elec-
tricity supply during offi-
cial timing in the govern-
ment offices.

He also directed to
take practical steps for pro-
viding electricity along
with complete voltage
without causing incon-
venience to the consum-
ers.

National Minorities Day ceremony

CM cuts cake to show
solidarity with minorities

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti par-
ticipated in the ceremony
held marking the Minorities
Day here on Monday.

The Chief Minister
also cut cake at the cer-
emony arranged by the par-
liamentary secretary for
Minorities Affairs and the
Hindu community.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister said

that minorities have full
protection in the province.

He said that the
pleasant relations are es-
tablished between the lo-
cal people and the minori-
ties settled in the province
for centuries.

He said that it is en-
deavour of the provincial
government to formulate
such projects of develop-
ment and social welfare
which may benefit the mi-
norities.

Ahsan stresses upon peace,
stability, reforms for

national success
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Monday empha-
sized upon the crucial role
of peace, political stability,
policy continuity, and con-
tinuous reforms in achiev-
ing national success.

Speaking at an event
marking the International
Day of Youth, organized
by the Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme, he
stressed that these inter-
connected factors were vi-
tal for driving growth and
prosperity in Pakistan,
urging the youth to recog-
nize the importance of a
stable and peaceful envi-
ronment for the country’s
progress.

“This is not a matter
of political ideology, but a
question of the future and
well-being of 240 million
people and youth of Paki-
stan,” he added.

Ahsan Iqbal expressed
his belief that a stable gov-
ernment, under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, working
towards a single agenda for
the next five years, would
empower the youth to sur-
pass India in the race for
success.

He highlighted the fo-
cus areas of economy, agri-
culture, technology, indus-
try, and exports, saying that
single agenda approach
would ultimately lead Pa-
kistan to winning the ‘gold
medal’ in progress and de-
velopment.

The minister drew in-
spiration from Arshad
Nadeem’s experiences, en-
couraged the youth to learn
from his journey. “Nobody
can achieve success with
disappointment and re-
gret,” he said.

Ahsan Iqbal reminded
that Pakistan was built for
success, not to lag behind.

Dutch envoy calls on Asif,
express willingness for

constructive bilateral ties

CM grieved over
incident of firing in

Khad Kocha
Orders quick action for arrest

of terrorists
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti has expressed grief
over the incident of firing
in Khad Kocha, Mastung
and ordered to the Home
department for arrest of the
terrorists involved in it.

The Chief Minister
said that the incident is sor-
rowful and as such imme-
diate action should be taken
against the terrorists.

He also expressed
heartfelt grief and sorrow
over the death of Deputy
Commissioner Panjgur,
Zakir Baloch in the incident
of terrorism and injuries
caused to others.

He said that Zakir
Baloch was a talented of-

ficer of Balochistan govern-
ment. He also said that
Zakir Baloch was a rising
star whose services would
always be remembered.

He asserted that ter-
rorists involved in the inci-
dent would not be spared
and they would be chased
till the end.

He stressed that all
have to respond to the ter-
rorists together.

He prayed for the de-
parted soul of Zakir Baloch.

He also prayed that
may Allah Almighty give
enough strength and pa-
tience to bear the tragic loss
of his death. Besides he di-
rected to provide best treat-
ment facilities to the injured
persons.

Youngsters are guarantor of country’s bright future:

Dr. Rubaba Buledi exhorts youth
to focus on education and skills,
participate in positive activities
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Advisor
to  Chief  Min is te r  o f
Baloch i s t an  fo r  th e
Women’s Development
Department, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi has stated
that youth are the true
asset of any nation, and
no country’s progress is
possible without the de-
velopment and welfare
of its youth.

In her message on
the eve of International
Youth Day observed on
Mon day,  Dr.  Rub ab a
Khan Buledi said that
s ixty pe rcen t  o f
Pakistan’s populat ion
co ns is t s  o f  yo un g
people, and this segment
is the guarantor of the
country’s bright future.
If appropriate invest-
ment is made in this sec-

tor, it can bring about
positive changes in all
fields.

She mentioned that
the recent approval of
the Youth Policy by the
Go vern ment  o f
Balochistan is an impor-
tant step for the youth
of  th e  p ro vin ce .  The
purpose of this policy is
to provide a conducive
environment for young
people to harness their
potential  so that  they
can  no t  only achieve
their individual goals but
also play a significant
role in the development
of the province and the
country.

Dr.  Rubaba Khan
Buled i  fu r ther  s ta ted
that the government is
taking all possible mea-
sures to provide oppor-
tunities for the youth of

Balochistan to advance
in economic, social, edu-
ca t ion al ,  an d  heal th
fields. Under this policy,
young peo ple  wi l l  be
provided with modern
education,  ski lls ,  and
employment  oppor tu-
ni t ies ,  enab ling them
t o  m a k e  a  n a m e  f o r
themselves at  the na-
t ional and international
levels.

In her message to
th e youth ,  she urged
them to focus on their
educat ion  and  ski l l s ,
participate in positive
activities, and contribute
to societal development.
The Balochistan gov-
ernment is always with
the youth and is com-
mitted to their develop-
ment ,  the  Adviso r  to
Ch ie f  Min i s t e r  co n -
cluded.

Finance minister chairs
CCoSOEs meeting

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Finance & Rev-
enue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Monday
presided over a meeting of
the Cabinet Committee on
State-Owned Enterprises
(CCoSOEs). The meeting
was attended by Minister
for Housing & Works Mian
Riaz Hussain Pirzada, Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh,
Minister for Power Sardar
Awais Ahmad Khan
Leghari, Minister for Law

& Justice Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Deputy Chairman
Planning Commission,
Governor SBP, Chairman
SECP, and other senior of-
ficers from the relevant min-
istries and divisions.

The Cabinet Commit-
tee approved the propos-
als of Finance Division and
Power Division for the ap-
pointment of candidates as
independent directors/
chairman on the boards of
ZTBL and NTDC respec-
tively. The Committee also

considered the proposal
presented by the Ministry
of Housing & Works and
decided to categorize Paki-
stan Housing Authority –
Foundation (PHA-F) as es-
sential with further directions
to present a revised plan of
PHA-F to the Committee.
Meanwhile Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Monday met with the Fed-
eral Board of Revenue (FBR)
team to review revenue col-
lection performance.

President expresses
condolence with

bereaved family of
Shaheed Lt. Uzair

ATTOCK (APP): Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari on
Monday visited the resi-
dence of Shaheed Lieuten-
ant Uzair Mehmood Malik
to express condolence with
the bereaved family.

The president prayed
for the eternal peace of the
departed soul, President
Secretariat Press Wing said
in a press release.

On the occasion, the
president paid tribute to
Shaheed Lt. Mehmood for
laying down his life for the

country, adding that he had
embraced martyrdom while
facing Khawarij terrorists
with bravery.

The president while
expressing resolve to root
out terrorism, observed
that nation was proud of
its valiant martyrs and
their unmatched sacri-
fices strengthened the
determination of nation
further.

He also prayed for
the bereaved family to bear
the loss with equanimity.

Interior Minister meets
Chairman MQM and

Secretary General JUP
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior Mohsin Naqvi held
separate meetings with
Chairman MQM Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui and JUP
Secretary General Owais
Noorani. During the meet-
ings, matters of mutual in-
terest, the overall political
situation of the country
and promoting religious
harmony and brotherhood
were discussed.

Mohsin Naqvi and

Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
strongly condemned the vi-
cious propaganda against
state institutions. Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi said that state insti-
tutions are a proud asset of
the country, and the the or-
ganized propaganda against
state institutions is like be-
traying the country. He un-
derscored that no one will
be allowed to run a nefari-
ous campaign against the
state institutions.

Balochistan
CM greets
youth for
securing

2nd position
QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Mon-
day congratulated the
youth for securing the sec-
ond position at the national
level and appreciating the
skills of the youth.

He said this while talk-
ing to Qabalai Khan, a
young resident of Alamdar
Road Quetta who won the
second position in national
cubing competitions called
on him here.

Appreciating the hard
work, The Chief Minister
said that the youth of
Balochistan have made the
name of Balochistan famous
at the international and na-
tional level due to their tal-
ents.

We are proud of our
talented youth, and we
strive to encourage talented
youth, he said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of the King-
dom of Netherlands,
Henny Fokel De Vries
called on Minister for
Defence, Defence Pro-
duction and Aviat ion
Khawaja Muhammad
Asif here Monday and
expressed her willingness
to promote constructive
bilateral ties in various
sectors.

The Federal Minister
emphasized that Pakistan
attaches great importance
to its relations with Repub-
lic of Netherlands and
wants to further enhance
defence collaboration, a

news release said.
Latest security situa-

tion along Pak-Afghan bor-
der and Pakistan’s commit-
ment to peace and stability
in the region came under
discussion.

He also impressed
upon Pakistan’s commit-
ment to eradication of ter-
rorism in all its forms and
manifestations.

Both sides reviewed
the entire spectrum of bi-
lateral relations and ex-
plored various possibilities
of further strengthening
political, economic ties with
focus on global and regional
issues.

JI knows how to make
and get implement

agreement

Pakistan, Türkiye hold
political consultations

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 7th session of Paki-
stan-Türkiye Bilateral Po-
litical Consultations (BPC)
was held here on Monday.

Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazi and the Deputy Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Türkiye,
Nuh Yilmaz, led their re-
spective sides.

The two sides com-

prehensively reviewed all
aspects of bilateral coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
Türkiye including political
relations, trade and invest-
ment, energy, security and
defence, information tech-
nology, culture and tourism,
education, and consular
matters. Pakistan-Türkiye
cooperation at multilateral
and regional fora was also
discussed.

LAHORE (Online): JI
Amir Hafiz Naem ur
Rehman has said JI knows
to  make agreement and  get
it implement too. “We will
get implement every clause
of agreement signed with
government. Pakistan can-
not afford chaos, he said this
while addressing a cer-
emony here Monday.

He went on to say that
due to 14-day dharna even
every child came to know
IPPs are our enemies.

He invited PTI work-
ers to become part of his
movement.  “ I say to PTI
workers to become part of
our movement. I left my
seat for your candidate too.
You want what now. He
added if relief is not given
to people then we will stage
sit in-in front of parliament.
Government has been made
bound to levy tax on
feudalists. If governments
goes back then we will ob-
serve wheel jam strike.

Sheikh Rashid
predicts

technocrat govt
by Sept 20

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Former federal minister
Sheikh Rashid on Monday
predicted that the govern-
ment would be sent pack-
ing soon as technocrats
would hold the reins from
Sept 20.

Speaking to media out-
side the Adiala Jail, Rashid
said that the government
was preparing to step down
and interviews for new set-
up were being taken in this
regard. He also announced
to be fully participating in
political activities from Aug
31. He said that former
premier Nawaz Sharif
would not give extension to
anyone whereas Shehbaz
Sharif didn’t have any
power as the government
was reduced to rubble.

PTI hints
at moving
no-trust

motion in NA
RAWALPINDI (INP) - Se-
nior Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader Ali
Muhammad Khan on
Monday hinted to move
no-trust motion in National
Assembly.

Talking to media out-
side Adiala Jail, PTI leader
said that no-confidence
motion may be moved
against the prime minister
if their mandate isn’t re-
stored.

He said that the elec-
tions were held on the di-
rection of Chief Justice of
Pakistan on Feb 8 but the
mandate of PTI was stolen
that day. He also demanded
a judicial commission to
probe the alleged rigging
into Feb 8 elections.

Court rejects
interim bail

plea of Bushra
in May 9 cases
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Judge Malik Ijaz Asif of
Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) has rejected interim
bail plea of Bushra Bibi in
May 9 cases being with-
drawn.

The court has ordered
to complete the inquiry of
M ay 9 cases within 7 days.

The hearing of  May 9
cases in Adiala Jail has been
adjourned till August 22.

Sheikh Rashid, Shibli
Faraz, Ghulam Sarwar
Khan, Sadaqat Abbasi,
Shireen Mazari, Azam
Swati and others appeared
in the court.


