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ISLAMABAD: Former Chairman Senate and Mem-
ber of Balochistan Assembly Sadiq Sanjrani calls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA) Muhammad
Saleem, presented PEMRA Report 2021-23  to
President Asif Ali Zardari, at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: President National Party Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch meeting with
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti.

QUETTA: Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Shabbir Ahmed Lehri briefing Gover-
nor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail during his visit to Bolan
University of Medical & Health Sciences.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan presenting shield to Base Commander
PAF Quetta Air Commodore Shahid Afzaal.

QUETTA: Secretary Information Imran Khan and Director General Public Relations Balochistan
Muhammad Noor Khetran visiting studio during their visit to Media Academy.

QUETTA: Provincial Education Minister Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani and Director General Pub-
lic Relations Balochistan Muhammad Noor Khetran
cutting cake during a ceremony in connection with
Independence Day at Children Academy.

PM Shahbaz reaffirms
focus on Balochistan’s

progress, welfare
Chagai Mineral Corridor being developed to maximize the use of

Balochistan’s mineral reserves; A railway line would be con-
structed from Chagai to Gwadar to facilitate access to the mineral

reserves of Chagai and surrounding areas for Gwadar port

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif stated on Wednesday
that the development and
prosperity of the people of
Balochistan was a key pri-
ority for the incumbent
government.

In a meeting with former
Senate Chairman and
Balochistan Assembly
Member Sadiq Sanjrani, the
prime minister discussed
various issues related to the
Balochistan province.

The prime minister an-
nounced that the Chagai
Mineral Corridor was be-
ing developed to maximize
the use of Balochistan’s
mineral reserves, and sev-
eral additional projects
were under consideration
for the corridor, PM Of-
fice Media Wing said in a
press release.

A railway line would
be constructed from Chagai
to Gwadar to facilitate ac-
cess to the mineral reserves
of Chagai and surrounding
areas for Gwadar port.
Additionally, a grid station
was being established in
Chagai to enhance the
electricity supply sys-
tem, and measures were
being taken to ensure a
continuous water supply
in the area, said the prime
minister.

Sanjrani updated the
prime minister on the
Nokkundi Master Plan
strategy for the develop-
ment of Nokkundi city.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednes-
day said that the federal
government had allocated a
historic development bud-

get in the current fiscal year,
for the promotion of Infor-
mation Technology and
Telecom sectors.

He said the incumbent
government was prioritiz-
ing steps for increasing
country’s IT export.

The prime minister ex-
pressed these views during
a meeting with a four-mem-
ber delegation of GSM As-
sociation, led by its Asia
Pacific head Julian Gorman,
PM Office Media Wing
said in a press release.

The meeting was at-
tended by Minister of State
for IT and Telecom Shaza
Khawaja Fatima, Chair-
man Pakistan Telecom-
municat ion Author i ty
Major General (retired)
Hafeezur Rehman and
other relevant senior of-
ficials.

Imran ready to tender conditional
apology over May 9 mayhem

PTI founder’s apology linked to alleged involvement
of his party protesters that can be ascertained

via CCTV footage

Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Imran
Khan, the founder of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), has offered
a conditional apology
for the widespread pro-
tests and violence that
occurred on May 9,
2023.

He called for the re-
lease of CCTV footage
to verify the involve-
ment of PTI members in
the incidents.

“If any PTI mem-
bers are found guilty of
participating in the
events of May 9, I will
apologise, expel them
from the party, and en-
sure they face punish-
ment,” Imran stated

during an informal con-
versation with journal-
ists.

He empha s ised
tha t  accountabi l i ty
must be applied uni-
versally, questioning
why only the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR) is held in high re-
gard.

“I was dragged by
the Rangers, yet there
seems to be no respect
for Pakistan’s most
popular figure, both na-
tionally and interna-
tionally. Don’t I deserve
an apology as well?” he
remarked, referring to
his own treatment dur-
ing the protests.

The statement re-
flects ongoing tensions

between the PTI and
state authorities, as the
PTI founder continues
to challenge the official
narrative surrounding
the May 9 incidents.

The call for trans-
parency and account-
ability is expected to stir
further political debate
in Pakistan.

Earlier, Lieutenant
General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry, Director-
General of Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR), reaffirmed the
military’s unwavering
stance on the violent
protests of May 9.

He reiterated that
those involved in the ri-
ots must be held ac-
countable.

President emphasizes
upon discouraging fake
news, disinformation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Wednesday underlined
the need for discouraging
the spread of fake news and
disinformation by promot-
ing a culture of fact-check-
ing and verifying informa-
tion.

He said the media
should uphold the highest
standards of journalism and
play its role in promoting
tolerance, unity and ethical
values in the society.

The president ex-
pressed these views while
talking to Chairman Paki-
stan Electronic Media Regu-
latory Authority (PEMRA)
Muhammad Saleem who
called on him and presented
PEMRA Report 2021-23,
at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, Presi-
dent Secretariat Press Wing
said in a press release.

Talking to chairman
PEMRA, the president said
that modern communication
technologies had opened
up new challenges and the

media was required to play
a responsible and construc-
tive role in shaping the pub-
lic opinion.

A code of conduct re-
garding the spread of mis-
information and propa-
ganda should be observed,
he further stressed.

President Zardari also
stressed upon the need of
improving capacity of
PEMRA by adopting mod-
ern tools and technologies
and building a pool of tal-
ented human resources.

He opined that the me-
dia should also raise aware-
ness about socio-economic
issues, besides promoting a
soft image of the country.

The chairman PEMRA
briefed the [resident about
the role and performance of
PEMRA in the regulation
and development of the
media landscape of the
country.

The president affirmed
his support to further
strengthen PEMRA.

Governor visits Bolan University of Medical & Health Sciences, maintains:

New history to be written by producing
around 2,000 medical experts annually
from 1st Medical University of province

People sitting abroad in
name of “Azad Balochistan”

have nothing to do with
rights of Balochistan: Zia

Imran Khan visits Media Academy, gets briefing on issues:

Serious steps to be taken for resolving issues of
media persons, assures Secretary Information

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Secretary Information Department, Imran Khan has stated that it is
included in the priorities of government to make the means of communication compat-
ible with the requirements of present era. He assured that serious steps would be taken
to resolve the issues being faced by the media persons in province.

The Secretary Information was speaking on occasion of the visit to Media Academy
here on Wednesday. The Director General Public Relations Balochistan, Muhammad
Noor Khetran was also accompanied the Secretary Information.

The President Quetta Press Club, Abdul Khaliq Rind and office bearers of the
cabinet welcomed them.

The President of Quetta Press Club briefed them about the Quetta Press Club,
Media Academy, classes and other sections. He also informed the Secretary Informa-
tion about functioning of the Media Academy and the future projects.

The Secretary Information gave patient hearing to the issues associated with the
Press Club and newspaper industry.

Another polio
case reported
Independent Report

QUETTA: Another polio
case has been reported on
Wednesday in Killa
Abdullah district of
Balochistan increasing the
tally of cases to 10 in the
province.

The Health Depart-
ment sources confirmed the
fresh polio case has been
reported from Killa
Abdullah area where the
virus was detected in11-
month-old boy child.

It may be mentioned
here that it is the fifth case
of polio reported from Killa
Abdullah district during the
current year.

Other cases of polio has
been reported from Quetta,
Dera Bugti, Chaman, Zhob
and Jhal Magsi districts of
the province.

Needless to mention
here is that the Focal Per-
son of Prime Minister for
Polio Eradication, Ms.
Ayesha Farooq had ex-
pressed concern about re-
porting of the polio cases
in Balochistan.

Dur ing her recen t
visit to Quetta, the PM’s
Focal  Person had an-
nounced to run special
anti-polio campaign in the
province during next three
months.

Raheela emphasizes
importance of freedom

Dr. Malik meets
CM Balochisan

to discuss
provincial situation

Independent Report.
QUETTA: Former Chief
Minister of Balochistan
and National Party leader
Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch
met with Chief Minister
Mir Safraz Bugti to discuss
the current situation in the
province. Dr. Malik em-
phasized the need for
peaceful resolution of is-
sues through dialogue and
negotiations with the
Baloch Unity Committee's
sit-in and protesters.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home and
Tribal Affairs, Mir Ziaullah
Langove has categorically
stated that the people who
are sitting abroad on the
name of “Azad
Balochistan” have nothing
to do with rights of the prov-
ince.

In an official statement
issued here on Wednesday,
the Provincial Minister
Home said that the people
living in Europe for sup-
porting the foreign agenda
are playing the fire and
blood bath in the province.

Mir Ziaullah Langove
said that some so-called
Baloch leaders are leading
prosperous life together
with their children after get-
ting the European citizen-
ship.

He said that our people
are being enticed through
social media while sitting

abroad. These so-called
leaders should face the cir-
cumstances after coming to
Balochistan instead of us-
ing social media “X”.

He asked these people
not to make attempt to
spoil the circumstances of
the province, who are oth-
erwise leading life full of
enjoyment.

The Provincial Minis-
ter stressed that the people
of Balochistan have to
make decision not that they
would not be misguided by
those living in Europe.

He said that those ap-
peasing the enemy coun-
tries have nothing to do
with the development and
prosperity of the country
especially Balochistan.

He pointed out that the
innocent people of
Balochistan are being pro-
voked on lawlessness
through false propaganda
on social media.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Provincial Min-
ister for Education Rahila
Hamid Khan Durrani high-
lighted the significance of
appreciating freedom and
remembering the sacrifices
made to achieve it. Speak-
ing at a ceremony organized
by the Children's Academy
Trust Quetta to mark Inde-
pendence Day, she empha-
sized that the creation of
Pakistan was not only in
the name of Kalma but also
involved Allah's will.

Minister Durrani ex-
pressed her delight at the
students' awareness of the
history of independence
and the sacrifices made to
achieve it. She reminded
them that entire villages and
families were destroyed,

and trains full of corpses
were received. Innocent
children were brutally
martyred in front of their
parents, and parents were
martyred in front of their
children.

The ceremony was at-
tended by special guests,
including Director General
of Public Relations
Mohammad Noor Khetran,
Vice Chairman of Children's
Academy Mohammad
Asif, Secretary General
Abdul Ghaffar Langah, and
a large number of students
and teachers from various
schools. Minister Durrani's
speech emphasized the
need to value freedom and
remember the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives for it,
as well as their families.

Rashid Langrial
appointed new
FBR Chairman

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government on
Wednesday appointed
Rashid Mahmood
Langrial, from the Paki-
stan Administrative Ser-
vice (PAS), as the new
chairman of the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR).

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the Es-
tablishment Division,
the BPS-21 officer “is
transferred and posted
as Cha i r m a n ,  F e d -
e r a l  B o a r d  of Rev-
enue, under Section 10
of the Civil Servants Act,
1973, with immediate ef-
fect.”

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that introducing BS
programmes in nursing,
medical laboratory, dental
and surgery and other sec-
tors by the first Bolan Uni-
versity of Medical and
Health Sciences (BUMHS)
is a revolutionary initiative.

He said that new his-
tory would be written by
producing around 2,000
medical experts annually
from first Medical Univer-
sity of Balochistan.

He said that we would
be able soon to produce
thousands of medical ex-

perts and community
health organizations in the
health sector at the national
level.

He said that the success
of BS programmes is a
proof of the resolve of the
educational standard, most
modern facilities and expe-
rienced medical faculty of
the BUMHS. The Gover-
nor was speaking on occa-
sion of the visit to BUMHS
here on Wednesday.

Also present on the
occasion were the Vice
Chancellor of BUMHS,
Professor Dr Shabbir
Ahmed Lehri and Principal
Secretary to Governor,
Hashim Khan Ghilzai.

The Governor was
briefed about the overall
performance and future
course of action of the
Medical University.

He said that a vision-
ary administrator or politi-
cian can provide strong
base to any higher educa-
tional institution through
the vision compatible with
the vast and modern re-
quirements.

Then these institutions
promote preventive meth-
ods, creative capabilities
and critical thinking, he
mentioned adding that the
good institutions put posi-
tive impacts on the overall
healthcare system.

Continued on page 2

Armed forces pay rich tribute
to Major Tufail Muhammad
Shaheed (Nishan-e-Haider)

15 die, 33 injured in rain related
mishaps during last two months
in Balochistan, reports PDMA
Independent Report

QUETTA: At least 15 per-
sons died while 33 in-
jured in different mis-
haps during the monsoon
rains hit various parts of
Balochistan.
This was disclosed in an
official report shared by
the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) the other day.

According to the re-
port, two deaths each
were reported from Dera
Bugti, Khuzdar,
Barkhan, Loralai with 25
injured only in Dera
Bugti since June 7, 2024.
One death each has also
been reported from
Kchhi, Kech, Musakhail.

As per the report, in

all 93 houses were com-
pleted damaged while 180
were partially damaged
during the rains.

The torrential rains
also caused damages to
the standing crops culti-
vated on 372 acres in dif-
ferent parts of the prov-
ince.

Besides, 36 kilometer
length roads were also af-
fected due to the heavy
rains and flashflood in
different areas. In addi-
tion to this, four bridges
were also partially dam-
aged during the rains.

Meanwhile, the
PDMA report suggested
that 82 cattle were also
perished due to the
lightening in Lasbela
district.

Independent Report
RAWALPINDI: The
Armed Forces of Pakistan,
the Chairman Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee, and the
Services Chiefs pay a sol-
emn and heartfelt tribute to
Major Tufail Muhammad
Shaheed, recipient of the
prestigious Nishan-e-
Haider, on the occasion of
his 66th martyrdom anni-
versary today.

Major Tufail
Muhammad, the second re-
cipient of the esteemed
Nishan-e-Haider, valiantly
laid down his life in 1958
while fearlessly engaging
the enemy in the
Lakshmipur sector of East
Pakistan. Despite fatal in-
juries, he resolutely com-
pleted his mission, exempli-
fying unparalleled bravery,
unwavering resolve, and un-

relenting dedication to
duty.

The martyrdom anni-
versary of Major Tufail
Muhammad Shaheed serves
as a poignant reminder of
the extraordinary sacrifices
and selfless devotion of the
Pakistan Armed Forces in
defending the motherland.
We honor the memory of
these gallant sons of the soil
who have made the ultimate
sacrifice to safeguard our
nation's sovereignty and
territorial integrity.



Miscellaneous Page
02

Thursday August 08,  2024
Quetta

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Ali Jattak, Mir Ziaullah Lango, Parlia-
mentary Secretary Mir Asghar Ali Rind, Mir Barkat Ali Rind, Sanjay Kumar,
MPA Asghar Tareen and MNA Mian Khan Bugti talking holding meeting.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of GSM Association calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Female football players of Highland-
ers WFC vs Hazara Quetta WFC teams in action
during the National Women’s Football Club Champi-
onship 2024 Final Round at Sports Complex.

ISLAMABAD: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mr Faisal Karim Kundi,
called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Deputy PM calls for durable,
unconditional ceasefire in Gaza

JEDDAH (Agencies): Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar has called for pre-
venting further escalation of tensions and violence in the
Middle East and facilitating complete, durable and un-
conditional ceasefire in Gaza.

In his remarks on the extraordinary Open-Ended
Meeting of OIC Executive Committee in Jeddah today,
he said that if the Israeli leadership continues to subvert
the legally binding demand for an immediate and perma-
nent ceasefire, the entire OIC membership would take
several collective measures in response, including impo-
sition of trade and oil sanctions.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
said that the control of the Rafah crossing should be
handed back to Egypt in order to enhance the provision
of humanitarian assistance to the beleaguered Palestin-
ians in Gaza and meet their needs for food, medicines,
energy and other essential supplies.

Ishaq Dar demanded the earliest withdrawal of Israel
from Gaza and the commencement of its reconstruction,
as envisaged in the plan approved by the Security Coun-
cil.

He stressed the need to rapidly secure Palestine’s
admission as a full member of the United Nation and
urgently commence the political and diplomatic process
to establish the two State solution and the establishment
of an independent Palestinian State within the pre-1967
borders with Al Quds Al Sharif as its capital.

He said that in order to initiate the establishment of
an international judicial mechanism, which would seek
“restitution, damages and satisfaction” from Israel for its
crimes against humanity, war crimes and genocide in Gaza
and hold accountable those responsible for these crimes.

Highlighting the war crimes of Israel, he said that
40,000 innocent Palestinians, mostly children and women,
have been mercilessly martyred by Israel.

He said that extremist Israeli leaders want to prolong
and expand the war to ensure their own political survival,
perpetuate Israeli occupation and prevent a two state
solution.

Commenting on the tragic assassination of Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran, Ishaq Dar said that no
amount of words is enough to condemn this horrendous
act.

PTI challenges Election
Act (Amend. Bill) 2024

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI) on Wednesday
moved a petition in the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan
challenging the Election Act
Amendment Bill 2024.

The petition has been
moved by PTI’s Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
which requested the top
court to annul the recent
amendments.

The petition is moved
under Article 184/3 of the
constitution through the
lawyer Salman Akram Raja.
The federation and Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) have been named as

respondents in the case.
The PTI has adopted

the stance that the amend-
ments should be declared
as unconstitutional and
i l legal ,  and  the  ECP
should be immediately
stopped from allotting re-
served seats to other politi-
cal parties.

It prayed the court to
order allotment of reserved
seats for women and non-
Muslims to PTI as it was
the right of petitioner po-
litical party after the judg-
ment dated July 12, adding
that the party has submit-
ted the lists of candidates
to the ECP.ECP files review petition

against reserved seats verdict
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on
Wednesday moved a review
petition to the Supreme
Court against the verdict
regarding the reserved
seats.

It has been said in the
petition that the Commis-
sion has not misinterpreted
any legal and judicial deci-
sion, and prayed the top
court to review its verdict
dated July 12.

The review petition
stated that the ECP has
performed its responsibil-
ity according to the Con-
stitution and law and has
not misinterpreted any le-
gal or judicial decision. The
Supreme Court’s decision

has been implemented in
letter and spirit, it added.

The ECP said that it is
a constitutional right to file
a review of a court decision,
adding that the court can-
not interfere in Article 218
of the Constitution.

It said that on misinter-
pretation of the Constitu-
tion, the matter should be
remanded back to the con-
stitutional body. The deci-
sion has been implemented
to the extent of 39 mem-
bers of the PTI, it said.

It should be mentioned
that the Supreme Court in
its judgment had ordered to
give the reserved seats to
the PTI while giving a deci-
sion on the appeal filed by
the Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC).

Cultural evening organized by
Balochistan Culture Deptt to
celebrate Independence Day
Independent Report

QUETTA: The
Balochistan Culture De-
partment organized a cul-
tural evening at a local ho-
tel to celebrate Indepen-
dence Day. The event was
attended by Secretary Cul-
ture and Tourism, Archae-
ology, Balochistan, Noor
Muhammad Jogezai, Secre-
tary Secondary Education,
Saleh Nasser, Director Cul-
ture, Manzoor Ahmed,
Deputy Director, Dawood
Train, and DG Khana-e-

Farhang, Abu al-Hassan.
The program featured

renowned singers from the
province, who performed
beautiful songs related to
independence. The event
concluded with a vote of
thanks by Secretary Noor
Muhammad Jogezai, who
appreciated the partici-
pants and guests for their
presence. The cultural
evening was a part of the
celebrations to commemo-
rate the 78th Independence
Day of Pakistan.

He asked the office
bearers of Press Club to
prepare their comprehen-
sive suggestions so as to put
them before the govern-
ment.

He assured that he
would speak to the Chief
Minister for resolving the
issues of journalists.

He said that the media
persons would be provided
relief to the media persons
martyred and injured in line
of duties while effectively
using the journalists wel-
fare fund.

Besides, the Chief Min-
ister would be requested es-
pecially to provide facilities
in the Media Academy so as
to launch classes in the
Media Academy and impart
best training to the students
of journalism.

Serious steps...
Continued on page 2

Govt. to establish independent
body to regulate drug prices
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stani government has taken
a significant step towards
regulating drug prices in the
country. A committee
formed to make recommen-
dations for determining
drug prices has proposed
the establishment of an in-
dependent body to oversee
the process.

The proposal was dis-
cussed in a meeting chaired
by Minister of Law Azam
Tarar, who emphasized the
need for an independent and
transparent approach to
drug price regulation. The
committee considered a
proposal to form an inde-
pendent body under the

supervision of the Drug
Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan (DRAP) to deter-
mine drug prices.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the separation of
regulation and price deter-
mination as two distinct
domains. Minister Tarar
stressed the importance of
ensuring representation
from all provinces in the
independent body. The pro-
posal is aimed at addressing
concerns over high drug
prices in Pakistan and en-
suring that essential medi-
cines are available to citi-
zens at affordable rates. The
government is expected to take
a final decision on the proposal
in the coming weeks.

Planning minister inaugurates
two PSDP projects on
emerging technologies

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Ahsan Iqbal on Wednesday
inaugurated two projects
under the Public Sector
Development Programme
(PSDP) on Emerging Tech-
nologies.

The projects, named
Common Criteria Pakistan
and Quantum Communica-
tion, were launched in the
presence of senior officials
from the Ministries of De-
fense, Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunica-
tions, and Planning,  Devel-
opment and Special Initia-
tives, a news release said.

He appreciated the ef-
forts of the team that made
the projects a reality and
expressed satisfaction over
the self-sustenance models

of both projects in the
longer term.

In his address during
the inauguration ceremony,
Ahsan Iqbal highlighted the
technological advancements
achieved since the estab-
lishment of the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) and
the first IT policy of Paki-
stan under Vision 2010.

He noted the success-
ful issuance of 3G and 4G
licenses, the establishment
of several National Centers
including the National Cen-
tre for Artificial Intelli-
gence, National Centre for
Cyber Security, National
Centre for Big Data and
Cloud Computing, Na-
tional Centre for Automa-
tion Robotics, and National
Centre for Satellite and GIS
Technology in previous

governments.
The minister empha-

sized that these centers
have contributed to the
country’s progress by pro-
viding high-quality human
resources, fostering
startups, and enhancing
scientific and technological
skills. He highlighted the in-
troduction of four new cen-
ters focusing on
Nanotechnology, Quantum
Computing, New Manufac-
turing Technologies, and
Brand Development, un-
derscoring the critical role
of modern technology in
national development.

Looking ahead, Ahsan
Iqbal mentioned that in just
twenty-four years, both
Pakistan and its
neighbouring country
would celebrate their 100th
Independence Day.

AC Duki seals 2
clinics on selling

illegal drugs
in crackdown

QUETTA (APP): On the
directive of Deputy Com-
missioner Duki
Kaleemullah Kakar, Assis-
tant Commissioner (AC)
Zahoor Ahmed Baloch on
Wednesday started crack-
down against quack doctors
and sealed two clinics for
selling illegal drugs.

In response to the pub-
lic complaints, AC Duki,
Zahoor Ahmed Baloch,
District Health Officer Dr.
Muhammad Rafiq Baloch
and Tehsildar Sardar Abdul
Razaq Dummar inspected
various clinics, medical
stores and laboratories.

The AC warned the
medical store owners to
provide necessary docu-
ments and renew their cer-
tificates in given time.

He also sealed two clin-
ics for poor sanitation and
selling illegal drugs during
operation.

He said that the admin-
istration would continue to
monitor and take strict ac-
tion against violators to
protect public health.

AC Sibi inaugurates monsoon
plantation campaign

Independent Report
SIBI: Assistant Commissioner Sibi, Jarullah Kakar,
launched the monsoon plantation campaign by planting
saplings in the Assistant Commissioner's house and of-
fice. Speaking on the occasion, he announced that over
400 saplings will be planted in Levies check posts and
police stations during the campaign.

Kakar emphasized that planting trees is a national
duty and social responsibility, urging citizens to actively
participate in the campaign and take care of the trees. He
stressed the importance of collective efforts to make the
plantation drive a success.

Protest against false case
against HRPF Central
President in Sakrand

Neglect of duty:

Two hospital
staff suspended

in Duki
Independent Report

DUKI: Deputy Commis-
sioner Kaleemullah Kakar
took swift action against the
negligence of hospital staff
in Duki, suspending two
paramedical employees for
refusing to treat an injured
child.

The child was brought
to the hospital with an in-
jured foot, but the staff re-
fused to dress the wound.
The child's father was
forced to purchase the nec-
essary medical supplies
from a private store, yet the
hospital staff still failed to
provide treatment.

Upon learning of the
incident, DC Kakar imme-
diately suspended Amir
Mahmoud and Deen
Muhammad, two para-
medical staff members, and
ordered an inquiry into the
matter. The DC warned that
negligence, carelessness,
and absenteeism will not be
tolerated and strict action
will be taken against those
responsible.

This incident highlights
the need for greater ac-
countability and attention
to patient care in public
healthcare facilities.

Three Pakistani fishermen
released from Yemeni prison
after 16 years, return home

28th CNS Open Golf C’ship
tees off at Karachi Golf Club

Commissioner Zhob lays
foundation stone of District

Residential Complex

No tourist company or individual
allotted land in Neelum Valley

Ind Kashmir Desk
MUZAFFARABAD:  The spokesperson for the Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) Forestry Department has clari-
fied that no tourist company or individual has been allotted
land in the Neelum Valley for tourism purposes. He stated
that false and baseless reports are being spread on social
media regarding the allocation of land.

The Forestry Department has not transferred any state
land to any tourism company for tourism purposes this
year. In 2022, 30 kanals of state land were transferred to
defense institutions for public interest and national defense
purposes, and in exchange, the Revenue Department gave 30
kanals of land to the Forestry Department. However, no
land has been allotted to anyone for tourism purposes this year.

The spokesperson termed the propaganda in this re-
gard as baseless and contrary to facts.

ADC reviews
arrangements for

Independence
Day celebrations

QUETTA (APP): Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner (ADC) Siraj
Karim Baloch on
Wednesday chaired a
meeting to review prepa-
rations of the Indepen-
dence Day programs on
the special directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Lasbila Humira Baloch
at DC office.

It was decided in the
meeting that all govern-
ment buildings across
the district would be il-
luminated with lights,
the national flag would
be hoisted on the build-
ings.

Competitions of
sports events would be
organized at the district
headquarters Uthal in
connection of Indepen-
dence Day.

By Rajkumar
SAKRAND: A protest was
held in front of the Sakrand
Press Club against the reg-
istration of a false case
against the Central Presi-
dent of the Human Rights
Protection Forum (HRPF),
Mehboob Chang, by SHO
Kot Laloo Ghulam Abbas
Kalhori.

Speakers at the protest,
including Ali Raza Jamali,
Sajjad Maghsi, Ramzan

Maghsi, Imam Bakhsh Sial,
Manzoor Ali Jatoi, and
Ziaur Rehman Khoso, al-
leged that the SHO had filed
a false case agains t
Mehboob Chang to ha-
rass him. They said that
a month ago, the Central
President had raised his
voice against the police
raid on the vi llage of
Rahmatu l lah  Chang,
where five women were
abducted and mistreated.

QUETTA (APP): Commis-
sioner Zhob Division Mr.
Tariqur Rehman laid the
foundation stone of District
Residential Complex (GOR
Concept) Zhob District,
(Phase-I) on Wednesday.

On this occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Zhob Mehboob Ahmed was
also present.

This project will be ex-
ecuted by Communication
& Work (C&W) Depart-
ment.

Commissioner Zhob
was briefed about the

project by departmental of-
ficers saying that the entire
project is spread over 105
acres, and the current phase
includes the construction of
7 villas at DC House Zoo.
Further water supply
scheme road and boundary
wall are also part of the
scheme. Commissioner
Zhob then visited and in-
spected the ongoing con-
struction work at CTD
Complex Zhob. C&W staff
briefed the various compo-
nents of the project and
briefed the issues.

Independent Report

KARACHI: The Opening
Ceremony and Media Brief
of 28th Chief of the Naval
Staff Open Golf Champi-
onship, scheduled from 08
Aug 24 to 11 Aug 24, was
held at the picturesque
Karachi Golf Club (KGC).
Commander Karach i ,
Rear  Admiral
Muh ammad  Saleem
graced the occasion as
Chief Guest and inaugu-
rated the championship.
During the media brief, Pa-
tron Pakistan Navy Golf
(South), Cdre Rashid
Mahmood Sheikh ap-

prised the audience on
salients of championship
and its conduct in various
categories.

The Golf Champion-
ship will be played in Pro-
fessionals, Senior Profes-
sionals, Junior Profes-
sionals, Amateurs, Se-
niors, Veterans, Ladies
Juniors and Pro Ama-
teurs categories. The me-
dia was also briefed on the
awards and cash prizes in
various categories of the
championship. A special
prize of 'Toyota Fortuner'
will be awarded to the
player scoring 'Hole in
One'.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: In a heart-
warming reunion, three Pa-
kistani fishermen who were
imprisoned in Yemen for 16
years have returned home,
thanks to the efforts of the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Link Office
in Muscat, Oman.

Saleem and Imam
Bakhsh, both from Karachi,
and Khudad from Gwadar,

were arrested in 2008 for
illegally entering Yemen's
territorial waters while fish-
ing. They were released last
night and have been re-
united with their loved ones
in Pakistan.

The FIA Link Office in
Muscat, in collaboration
with the International Or-
ganization for Migration
(IOM) in Yemen, worked
tirelessly to secure their re-

lease. The spokesperson
for the FIA confirmed the
news, highlighting the
agency's commitment to
helping Pakistani citizens in
distress abroad. The return
of the three fishermen
marks a significant success
for the FIA and its interna-
tional partners, and is a tes-
tament to the power of col-
laboration and diplomacy in
resolving complex cases.
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ISLAMABAD: Students boarding in pink bus on
her way at a road in the Federal Capital, Ministry of
Federal Education and Professional Training noti-
fied 10 routes for the ‘Pink Bus Service’ - a fleet of 20
buses to facilitate female students, teachers and other
women commuting from rural to urban areas.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Rubina Khalid, Chairperson BISP, meets Chaudhry Salik Hussain, Federal
Minister for Overseas Pakistanis & Human Resource Development.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi chairing a meeting regarding establish-
ment of Safari Park.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar had a meeting with Law
Minister Punjab Sohaib Ahmad Malik.

ISLAMABAD: Additional secretary (Asia Pacific) MoFA, Imran Ahmed
Siddiqui, Chairman ASEAN Committee (ACI) and High Commissioner of
Brunei Darussalam, Col. (Retd) Pengiran Haji Kamal Bashah Bin Pengiran
Haji Ahmed and others cutting the cake during celebrate the 57th Asian Day
at ISSI, on the occasion of Roundtable Discussion title “ Pakistan and ASEAN:
A growing Partnership, in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan Engr
Amir Muqam chairing a meeting regarding Gilgit Baltistan.

Trader delegation visits
Traffic Headquarters;
meets CTO Islamabad

Efforts afoot to empower youth, provide
maximum relief to people: Mashhood

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister Youth
Programme(PMYP)Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan
on Wednesday said that
Pakistan’s economy im-
proved under the dy-
namic leadership of Prime
Minister  Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PML-N-led coali t ion
government was making
all-out efforts to provide
relief to the people.

Addressing a press
conference, Rana said the
government had reduced the

inflation rate and will suc-
ceed in overwhelming the
financial problems soon.

He said that the sign-
ing of multi-billion-dollar
investment projects with
China, Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait, UAE and others will
create numerous job oppor-
tunities for youth in Paki-
stan.

The Chairman reiter-
ated his pledge that the gov-
ernment was committed to
empowering youth through
several revolutionary initia-
tives and was taking crucial
steps for the betterment of

the youth.
He added that techni-

cal training will be directly
provided to two hundred
thousand and indirectly to
six to eight hundred thou-
sand youth this year under
various skill development
programmes as there was a
great demand for a skilled
workforce abroad.

Giving details of the
successful maiden visit of
the Commonwealth secre-
tary-general RT Patricia
Scotland to Pakistan,
Mashhood said that several
agreements and memoran-

dums of understanding were
signed.

He said that signing
free training of Pakistani
youth in the top  eigh t
streams of Artificial In-
telligence in collabora-
t i on  wi th  Co mmon -
wealth Forum and Intel
Corporation would cre-
ate numerous jobs and
earning oppor tunit ies
for  P ak is tan  wh ich
wo uld  be formally
launched by Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Inter-
national Day of Youth on
August 12.

NCC Education UK,
IBCC join hands to enhance
educational standards in Pak

ISLAMABAD (APP):
NCC Education UK and
the Inter Boards Coordina-
tion Commission (IBCC)
Pakistan have signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to collabo-
rate on enhancing educa-
tional standards in Paki-
stan. The MoU was signed
in Manchester, UK, mark-
ing a significant step to-
wards strengthening educa-
tional ties and supporting
the strategic goals of
Pakistan’s educational regu-
latory frameworks.

This partnership aims
to empower Pakistani stu-
dents by enhancing their
skills and knowledge
through the NCC Education
Level 3 International Foun-
dation Diploma for Higher
Education Studies.

In addition, the agree-
ment includes provisions for
technical assistance and ex-

pert consultation to sup-
port the initiatives of Paki-
stani regulatory authorities.

The collaboration will
also involve training delega-
tions from local educational
boards in Pakistan to raise
the quality standards of lo-
cal education, as well as
adopting best practices in
educational methodologies
and regulatory frameworks.

Dr. Ghulam Ali
Mallah, Executive Director
of IBCC Pakistan, com-
mented on the agreement:
“This MoU represents a
pivotal moment for
Pakistan’s educational land-
scape. By partnering with
NCC Education, we are
opening doors for our stu-
dents to gain international
exposure and high-quality
education. Our collabora-
tion will not only enhance
the skills and knowledge of
our students but also help

us in adopting global best
practices in educational
standards and methodolo-
gies. We are committed to
raising the bar for education
in Pakistan, and this part-
nership is a testament to
that commitment.”

Prof. Peter Ford,
Chairman of NCC Educa-
tion, added: “We are thrilled
to collaborate with IBCC
Pakistan in this important
initiative. This partnership
will allow us to share our
expertise and resources to
help elevate the educational
standards in Pakistan. We
are committed to support-
ing IBCC in its mission to
enhance educational oppor-
tunities and foster academic
excellence for Pakistani stu-
dents. Together, we aim to
create pathways for stu-
dents to achieve their aca-
demic and career aspira-
tions.”

Director PDMA Punjab
assures prompt action on rain

emergencies, damaged buildings

Naqvi approves grant
of 200-acres for Zoo,
Safari park project

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi on Wednesday ap-
proved a grand project of
200-acres of international
standard zoo and a safari
park in Islamabad, set to
house 5,000 animals and
birds from around the
world.

He said that it would
be a grand project to estab-
lish Pakistan’s first interna-
tional standard zoo and sa-
fari park in Islamabad
where 200-acre facility will
be home to 5,000 animals
and birds, with 2,000 to be
introduced in the first
phase.

The minister directed
the registration of the zoo
and safari park with the
World Association of Zoos

and Aquariums and in-
structed officials to finalize
all matters related to the
project swiftly.

The foundation stone
of the project is expected
to be laid down in October.

The project, reviewed
in a meeting chaired by
Minister Naqvi at the CDA
headquarters, aims to in-
crease tourism in Islamabad
and provide world-class
recreational facilities to citi-
zens. Chairman CDA
Mohammad Ali Randhawa
briefed the meeting on the
project’s details.

This development
marks a significant step to-
wards enhancing
Islamabad’s recreational in-
frastructure and promoting
tourism in the capital city.

Resolving GB’s issues federal
govt’s top priority: Engr Amir

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan and SAFRON,
Engr. Amir Muqam, on
Wednesday said  address-
ing the issues of Gilgithatt-
Baltistan was a top prior-
ity for the federal govern-
ment and assured to apply
their resources to advance
growth and well-being in the
region. Minister Muqam
chairing a high-level meet-
ing at the Gilgit-Baltistan
Council highlighted the
region’s vast potential to
emerge as a premier global
tourist destination. Addi-
tionally, he pointed out the

area’s rich mineral resources
and hydropower capabili-
ties, vowing to harness
these assets for regional
development. Amir Muqam
assured that issues faced by
Gilgit-Baltistan’s traders
would be resolved amicably
in accordance with existing
rules and laws, and that all
stakeholders would be kept
informed and involved.

The Federal Minister
also promised that the fed-
eral government would pro-
vide substantial relief to the
people of Gilgit-Baltistan.
He announced that the is-
sue of wheat provision had
been addressed, with a sub-

sidy on wheat now in place.
The meeting was at-

tended by Secretary Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan Waseem Ajmal
Chaudhary, Joint Secretary
of the Gilgit-Baltistan
Council, and representa-
tives from the GB Import-
ers and Exporters Associa-
tion and GB Chambers.

Chief Secretary Gilgit-
Baltistan Abrar Ahmad
Mirza, Home Secretary
Gilgit-Baltistan, Secretary
Law GB, and a representa-
tive from the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) also par-
ticipated in the meeting vir-
tually.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, a delegation
of trade representatives
from the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustries met with Chief
Traffic Officer Islamabad

Virk about the traffic issues
faced in commercial centers.
The Chief Traffic Officer
immediately issued direc-
tives to resolve the traders’
issues.

The delegation appre-
ciated the performance of

Muhammad Sarfraz Virk at
the Traffic Headquarters
Faizabad.

During the meeting,
the delegation informed
CTO Muhammad Sarfraz

Islamabad Police during the
meeting. The Chief Traffic
Officer assured the delega-
tion that Islamabad Police is
making every effort to en-
sure the security of traders.

ICT admin swiftly responds
to rains, ensures smooth

drainage
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) administration
officials sprang into action
during the recent rains, en-
suring smooth drainage and
monitoring potential flood
zones. “Drainage work has
been completed across vari-
ous areas and roads in the
Federal Capital,” said the
spokesman of ICT admin-
istration. During the rain,
Assistant Commissioners
and Magistrates were on
the ground, overseeing the
situation, he added.

Teams from the Capi-
tal Development Authority
(CDA) and Metropolitan

Corporation Islamabad
(MCI) also working dili-
gently. They used dewater-
ing pumps to clear water
from different areas.

On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad, Irfan
Nawaz Memon, empha-
sized the strict monitoring
of all drains to prevent any
flooding. The ICT admin-
istration teams reached all
low-lying areas, ensuring
proper drainage.

The DC informed that
despite ongoing highway
construction, the traffic
flow had remained unaf-
fected.

OWFDs providing services
24/7 at all Airports to
Overseas Pakistanis

Pakistan embassy observes
Youm-e-Istehsal in Ottawa

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan High Com-
mission in Ottawa and its
three Consulates in
Montreal, Toronto and
Vancouver observed
“Yaum-e-Istehsal-e- Kash-
mir” to commemorate the
fifth anniversary of India’s
illegal and unilateral actions
of August 05, 2019.

On this day India’s
BJP-RSS government
scrapped the special con-
stitutional status of Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) by
revoking Article 370 and
35-A of the Indian Consti-
tution, a press release is-
sued on Wednesday said.

Photographic exhibi-
tions were organized to ex-
press solidarity with
Kashmiris in the face of In-
dian atrocities which were
attended by a large number
of audience. Additionally, a

documentary illustrating
the crimes committed in
IIOJK, was unveiled, grant-
ing attendees a comprehen-
sive understanding of the
challenges faced by the
Kashmiris.

In a video message on
this occasion, the Acting
High Commissioner Faisal
Kakar said, “the illegal and
unilateral actions of Modi
government have opened a
new chapter in the tortured
history of the occupied ter-
ritory. The gross and sys-
tematic human rights viola-
tions committed with im-
punity by 9 lac Indian oc-
cupation forces have esca-
lated since 2019.”

Kakar reiterated, “In-
dia is trying to consolidate
the occupation and impose
what it ominous refers as
“Final Solution” to the oc-
cupied territory through a
mix of legal, administrative,

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Overseas Pakistanis Foun-
dation (OPF) had estab-
lished One Window Facili-
tation Desks (OWFDs) at
all International Airports of
the country and providing
the services to Overseas
Pakistanis.

An official source told
APP here on Wednesday,
he said that OWFDs are
located at each terminal (In-
ternational arrival/depar-
ture) for the assistance of
overseas Pakistani
passenger’s round the clock.

Courteous and trained
officials deputed at
OWFDs to ensure provi-
sion of high quality of fa-
cilitation and assistance to
overseas Pakistanis. Exist-
ing infrastructure at
OWFDs has been up-
graded. Besides additional
facilities, the service deliv-
ery at facilitation counters
at various airports has also
been improved with added
staff/services.

To a questioned he
said that OWFDs provid-
ing various services includ-

ing necessary assistance to
the overseas Pakistanis at
the time of arrival and de-
parture.

Coordination among
the various agencies/de-
partments functioning at
the airport to ensure
smooth arrival and depar-
ture of overseas Pakistani
passengers.

Special assistance to
overseas Pakistanis who
are physically challenged,
senior citizen and passen-
gers not maintaining good
health.

Assistance in lost and
found baggage and for im-
provement in services/
complaints at airports,
these counters are con-
tacted.

Necessary guidance is
also provided to overseas
Pakistanis for their connect-
ing flights and travel advi-
sory for their destinations
within Pakistan.

He said that informa-
tion material about OPF
and its projects/schemes at
all international arrival/de-
parture lounges.

Dr Abbas warns

Severe penalties for
plastic bag ban violators,
exposes hidden dangers

MoU signed to introduce
foreign language training

in ICT Schools

ISLAMABAD (APP): Di-
rector Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA), Hamidullah
Malik Wednesday assured
that all relevant depart-
ments, divisional, and dis-
trict administrations are
maintaining close coordi-
nation to effectively ad-
dress emergency situa-
tions arising from rain in-
cidents and reconstruction
of damaged buildings that
pose a danger to the pub-
lic.

Talking to PTV news
channel, he said with a pro-
active approach, the au-
thorities are working to-
gether to mitigate the im-
pact of rain-related disas-
ters and ensuring the safety

of citizens.
The PDMA has al-

ready alerted all rescue ser-
vices, including machinery
and personnel from Res-
cue 1122, to be ready for
deployment, adding, the
authority has urged citi-
zens to exercise caution
and stay away from elec-
tric poles and hanging
wires, as well as avoid
dirty and dilapidated
buildings during the mon-
soon season.

PDMA Director
Hamidullah Malik empha-
sized the importance of
timely measures to protect
human lives, stating that
24-hour monitoring is be-
ing conducted in both pro-
vincial and district control

rooms.
Malik encouraged col-

laboration with other
PDMA institutions, stress-
ing that a unified approach
is crucial in mitigating the
impact of rain-related di-
sasters.

Replying a query, he
assured that the authority
is fully prepared to respond
to any situation, with all
necessary resources and
personnel on standby.

In addition to its emer-
gency response efforts, the
Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(PDMA) has also taken
proactive measures to miti-
gate the impact of heavy
rainfall on high-risk build-
ings and urban flooding.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
landmark Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
was signed on Wednesday
between the Federal Direc-
torate of Education (FDE),
National Vocational and
Technical Training Com-
mission (NAVTCC), and
National University of
Modern Languages
(NUML). This agreement
paves the way for introduc-
ing foreign language train-
ing in selected schools of
Islamabad.

The signing ceremony
was graced by Minister of
Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training, Dr.

Khalid Maqbool, Rector
NUML and Secretary Fed-
eral Directorate of Educa-
tion. As per the MoU, Six-
month foreign language
course will be imparted to
the students of FDE and
certificates will be given
upon the completion of
courses.

The selected schools
in Islamabad will participate
in the language courses.

This collaboration be-
tween FDE, NAVTCC, and
NUML aims to equip stu-
dents with foreign language
skills, enhancing their glo-
bal prospects and fostering
cultural understanding.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Di-
rector of the Laboratory
and National Environmen-
tal Quality Standards
(NEQS) at the Pakistan
Environmental Protection
Agency (Pak EPA), Minis-
try of Climate Change Dr.
Zaigham Abbas empha-
sized public for reducing
plastic use to promote a
healthier ecosystem and is-
sued a stern warning to
those violating the ban on
single-use plastic bags in
Islamabad.

Dr. Zaigham Abbas
talking in a Radio Pakistan’s
program sounded the alarm

that plastic addiction is
pushing us to the brink of
ecological disaster where we
must declare a war on plas-
tic waste and need to take
immediate action to reduce
its use, and safeguard our
environment. “Our planet’s
future depends on it, he said,
adding, ‘Let us join forces to
prevent a catastrophe and
create a sustainable future for
Pakistan. Dr. Zaigham Abbas
said that we had launched a
massive public awareness
campaign to educate citizens
about the devastating impact
of polythene bags on our
environment.

NUST awards
high performing

researchers,
innovators

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National University of
Sciences and Technology
(NUST) conferred the Best
Researcher and Innovator
Awards (BRAIN) upon the
high-performing research-
ers and innovators on
Wednesday.

The distinguished
awardees demonstrated ex-
ceptional capabilities in se-
curing national and interna-
tional funding, conducting
cutting-edge research, pro-
ducing high-quality publi-
cations, and creating
impactful inventions during
the academic year 2022-23.

Federal Minister for
Science and Technology,
Dr.Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui graced the event as
chief guest and presented
cash prizes and certificates
to 80 awardees in 108 dif-
ferent categories. Speaking
to the Award holders and
faculty members as chief
guest, Dr Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui said it was a mo-
ment of celebration and tri-
umph for NUST. Lauding
the leadership role of
NUST in nurturing the best
minds, addressing socio-
economic challenges.

Safi flays
India’s use of

pellet guns
in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ghulam Mohammad Safi,
convener of All Parties
Hurriyat Conference-AJK
chapter, has strongly con-
demned India’s use of pel-
let guns in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir(IIOJ&K), stating
that it was prohibited glo-
bally and violated interna-
tional laws.

Addressing a cultural,
organized by Pakistan Na-
tional Council of Arts
(PNCA) in connection with
Kashmir, Safi emphasized,
“Thousands of children
have lost their sight due to
pellet gun injuries and that
India’s actions have crossed
all limits of oppression.”

He questioned India’s
motives, saying, “It knows
Kashmiri children do not
support India and instead
want to sacrifice themselves
for Pakistan.”

Powerful blast
reported near

police vehicle at
Warsak Road

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
powerful explosion has
been reported near a police
vehicle on Warsak Road
Peshawar on Wednesday
afternoon.

According to SP
Arshad Khan, rescue and
relief teams have been dis-
patched to the site follow-
ing the report.

No information on ca-
sualties has been confirmed
yet, he added.

Security forces and
law enforcement agencies
are also arriving at the loca-
tion.
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Another overture
Along with criticising India for
its flawed approach in held
Kashmir to mark Youm-i-
Istehsal on Monday, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif used the
occasion to make a fresh peace
overture to New Delhi.

Aug 5 marks the date in 2019
when India revoked held
Kashmir’s special constitutional
status, in effect annexing the
territory despite its disputed
status as per international con-
sensus. The prime minister
observed that a peaceful solu-
tion was required to settle the
Kashmir question, while add-
ing that “durable peace in
South Asia” depended on the
resolution of this 77-year-old
dispute. Of course, settling the
Kashmir issue at the negotiat-
ing table — with the participa-
tion of Pakistan, India and the
Kashmiris — could set in mo-
tion the process of
normalisation in the subconti-
nent, but only if New Delhi is
interested in pursuing peace.

Unfortunately, there has
been little indication that India
is ready to mend fences with
Pakistan. Instead, along with
earlier lukewarm felicitations
exchanged by both sides, In-
dia has been increasingly us-
ing the overplayed ‘terrorism’
card to stall any chances of dia-
logue with Pakistan. Last
month, while attending an event
to mark the Kargil conflict, In-
dian PM Narendra Modi used
inflammatory language targeted
at this country, accusing Paki-
stan of fomenting unrest in the
region through proxy groups.
If India continues to use such
language, peace in the region
will remain a remote possibil-
ity. But Mr Sharif has done the
right thing by continuing to in-
vite India to talk out all out-
standing issues. India should
take up this offer for an im-
proved geopolitical atmosphere
in the subcontinent.

While the resumption of di-
rect peace talks anytime soon
is unlikely, both states can
start with confidence-building
measures. For example, the
respective high commissioners
have been absent from both
capitals since 2019, which is
unprecedented during peace-
time. Restoring both missions
to their full diplomatic strength
can be a starting point for re-
building better ties. Moreover,
backchannel dialogue can be
initiated, even if the current
focus of this engagement is
‘talks about talks’.

Pakistan is due to host the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation’s Heads of Gov-
ernment meeting in October.
India is also part of this multi-
lateral body and should send a
high-level delegation to the
event. The point is that engage-
ment is the only way that mis-
trust between Islamabad and
Delhi can be overcome. India
keeps playing the same tune,
harping on about ‘terrorism’,
but Pakistan also has signifi-
cant evidence linking India to
malign activities on its soil.

Therefore, both states can
remain locked in this perpetual
cycle of blame and retribution,
or turn a new leaf and look to
the future. While Mr Modi’s
ideological comrades in the
Sangh will scowl at the very
thought of peace with Pakistan,
the Indian leadership should
rise above parochialism and ac-
cept Islamabad’s dialogue offer.

Diplomacy deficit Eco-anxiety truths
Mahir Ali

Paeans to Joe Biden’s dip-
lomatic skills have been
flowing since the fruition
of a prisoner exchange be-
tween Russia and the
West. The deal apparently
took years to negotiate.

From a Western point
of view, the consequences
are commendable. It’s easy
to accept that the Ameri-
can journalist, a few other
Westerners, and the small
bunch of Russian dissi-
dents who were liberated
ought never to have been
incarcerated.

But where do those
diplomatic skills vanish
when it comes to negotiat-
ing an end to the war of
attrition between Russia
and Ukraine? Sure,
Vladimir Putin is the cul-
prit insofar as he launched
the war, and one could ar-
gue endlessly about the
extent of US/Nato/EU
provocation. But the point
is to end the hostilities, and
in this context the US has
served more as a hindrance
than a facilitator.

Its role in the Middle
East follows an equally na-
ked trajectory of near blind
support for Israel and its
actions, including assassi-
nations, combined with
blanket assurances of as-
sistance to the Zionist re-
gime. Israel’s fatal attacks
against Hamas’ political
chief Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran and Hezbollah
commander Fuad Shukr in
Beirut came shortly after a
genocidal maniac called
Benjamin Netanyahu re-
ceived 58 standing ova-
tions during the Israeli
prime minister’s address to
the US Congress.
Netanyahu spouted a
stream of nonsense, such
as condemning American
agitators against his geno-
cide — many of them
young Jews — as agents
of Iran.

The US, meanwhile,
has deployed more war-
ships to coordinate Israel’s
‘defence’ in the event of at-
tacks from Iran, Lebanon
or elsewhere. This week,

the US Central Command
chief visited Israel to dis-
cuss “joint preparations”,
and the US defence secre-
tary, according to the Pen-
tagon, “has ordered adjust-
ments to US military pos-
ture designed to … increase
support for the defence of
Israel”.

It is precisely this
kind of American postur-
ing that condemns the
world to endless strife
while contributing to the
coffers of the military-in-
dustrial complex. Israel has
for ages demonstrated its
proficiency as the most
effective terrorist state
anywhere on earth, yet has
never featured on any list
of sponsors of terrorism.
Israel’s crimes against hu-
manity have stood out
since 1948, yet it has got
an easy pass from the self-
ordained upholders of the
global conscience, thanks
in part to the abhorrent
atrocities perpetrated
against European Jews by
the Nazi state.

There have been ech-
oes of Nazism ever since,
not least in Bangladesh in
the run-up to its indepen-
dence in 1971. Hasina
Wajed’s flight to India on
Monday was a dramatic
and welcome denouement,
but it does not clarify what
the future holds. It’s not
hard to justify the upris-
ing against her authoritar-
ian misrule, but reports of
concomitant atrocities
against Hindu communities
are alarming, and the future
of the Rohingya refugees
from neighbouring
Myanmar, that Bangladesh
has reluctantly accommo-
dated, rests in the balance.

Sudan’s predicament
is even worse. Unlike
Bangladesh, it faces a re-
peat of both the Darfur
genocide a couple of de-
cades ago and the famine
of 1984. A conflict between
the Sudanese armed forces
and the Rapid Support
Forces — an outgrowth of
the Janjaweed militia that
terrorised Darfur — fol-
lowed a falling out be-
tween the generals who

aborted their nation’s drift
towards democracy after
the toppling of Omar al-
Bashir in 2019.

That was a welcome
development, but Sudan’s
descent into a deadly cri-
sis should serve as a warn-
ing to Bangladesh — just
as the Awami League’s
premature jubilation after
the January elections
should remind Venezuela’s
Nicolás Maduro that ma-
nipulation may not pay
off, and that his threat to
‘pulverise’ his opponents
on the streets (who in-
clude many former
Chavistas) might seri-
ously backfire. It is incred-
ibly dumb for the US to
recognise Maduro’s oppo-
nent  as the legitimate
president, especially since
this kind of absurdity
came a cropper just a few
years ago. But if Maduro
is truly a disciple of Hugo
Chávez,  he should
recognise that his time is
up.

Far away in the UK,
Keir Starmer has almost
echoed Maduro in his
threats against the ‘far-
right thugs’ who have
wreaked havoc across cit-
ies in England in the wake
of the horrific attack on
young girls in Southport.
It was an outrage, but one
that involved neither an ‘il-
legal immigrant’ nor a
Muslim. That did not de-
ter fascist elements from
unleashing violence against
libraries, mosques and
asylum-seeker hotels. The
law-and-order response
from the new Labour gov-
ernment might stifle the
symptoms, but appears
to ignore its causes.

Almost  a century
ago, Antonio Gramsci an-
nounced from an Italian
prison something along
the lines of ‘the old world
is dying and the new
world struggles to be born:
now is the time of mon-
sters’. Joe Biden and Ka-
mala Harris shake hands
with the monsters. Donald
Trump is determined to be
one himself.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Muhammad
Hassan Dajana

Climate anxiety plagues
minds and hearts globally,
creating a silent, inner
storm. The constant
stream of news about ap-
proaching climate catas-
trophes fuels emotional
turmoil.  Quest ions —
‘what will happen to the
world?’, ‘how can we stop
environmental degrada-
tion?’ — haunt us but re-
main unanswered. Climate
anxiety is a genuine and
increasingly pervasive
problem that impacts us
at multiple levels.

According to psy-
chologist Melanie Klein’s
paradigm, climate anxiety
has two forms: first,
depressiveanxiety, involv-
ing loss, regret and depen-
dency controlled by neu-
rotic defences, and second,
paranoid-schizoidanxiety,
involving persecution and
feelings of annihilation,
fought by denial, projec-
tion and splitting.

Individuals often dis-
tance themselves from im-
pending news either by
emotionally shutting
down or becoming en-
grossed in tasks to ignore
broader societal contexts
— responses can lead to
demotivation, disengage-
ment and subpar perfor-
mance, accompanied by
sadness and frustration.
This turmoil intersects
with mental health issues:
depression, panic attacks
and PTSD. Affective neu-
roscience highlights how
fear of external threat and
loss precipitates climate
anxiety, evoking reactions
similar to those experi-
enced during the pan-
demic.

Climate anxiety af-
fects individuals across de-
mographics. Some time
back, a global survey in
The Lancet  of 10,000
young people aged 16 to
25 years in 10 countries,
revealed alarming figures:
59 per cent expressed ex-
treme worry about climate
change accompanied by

sadness, anxiety and
powerlessness, and over
45pc said i t  impacted
daily life and had raised
existential questions about
a warming planet.

Additionally, “ex-
treme and slow-moving”
weather events contribute
to intimate partner vio-
lence, substance abuse and
suicidal tendencies. Dis-
placement, infrastructural
breakdown, food insecu-
rity and unemployment
exacerbate mental health
challenges. Vulnerable
populations, including
women and those with
pre-existing mental ill-
nesses, are particularly
impacted.

In the US, around
10pc experience climate
anxiety, 9pc feel uncon-
trollable worry, and 7pc
report diminished pleasure
due to global warming.
Worry has steadily risen
over the past two decades,
with 27pc expressing sig-
nificant concern.

According to Yale
Sustainability 2023, the
number of worried indi-
viduals has tripled in six
years, highlighting a grow-
ing awareness of the issue.

To understand the
gravity of climate anxiety,
we need to engage in con-
versations, listen to the
quiver in voices, notice
furrowed brows, and
recognise that this emo-
tional turmoil matters.
Certain coping strategies
are recommended:

a) Mindful breath-
ing: deep breathing an-
chors one in the moment.
The world may be at a
difficult point but we can-
not be productive if we are
unhealthy.

b) Purposeful ac-
tion: channel anxiety by
reducing personal carbon
emissions and supporting
eco-friendly initiatives
with environmental
groups.

c) Support net-
work: climate anxiety can
be isolating. Communicat-
ing with friends, colleagues
and others provides relief,
sparks innovation and bol-

sters the commitment to
make a difference.

d) Self-care: mental
and emotional health is es-
sential. Engage in stress-
reducing activities, such as
exercise, meditation and
making time for nature.

e) Activism: join
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
organisations to support
initiatives, donate to en-
vironmental causes and
volunteer for habitat res-
toration.

f) Information: it
is  important to know
about climate cha-nge with
an understanding of sci-
ence, policies and solu-
tions for effective climate
action.

g) B u i l d
resilie-nce: strengthen
co--ping mechanisms and
skills to navigate stress.
Resil-ie-nce aids produc-
tive engagement and miti-
gates climate anxiety.

h) Limit online
time: set a schedule for
news consumption and
avoid pseudo-fulfilment
on social media.

i) Focus on the
present: acknowledge fu-
ture uncertainties and con-
centrate on actionable
steps. Emphasise immedi-
ate actions and well-being
over existential concerns.

While individual ac-
tions matter, systemic
change is crucial to ad-
dressing climate change.
Governments and politi-
cians must develop laws
and policies to mitigate the
crisis. By supporting sus-
tainable energy
programmes, advocating
for climate policies and
holding officials account-
able, we can make a greater
impact.

Collaborating on in-
dividual and systemic lev-
els is essential to combat-
ing climate change, allevi-
ating anxiety and building
a sustainable future. This
is vital not only for envi-
ronmental sustainability
but also for the protection
of community mental
health and resi lience
worldwide.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

People’s power in Bangladesh

Economy of voyeurism

Zahid Hussain
People’s power has
toppled one more authori-
tarian regime. Another
bloody day in Bangladesh
ended in triumph for the
uprising in that country.
Defying a nationwide cur-
few, hundreds of thousands
of people came out onto
the streets, bringing an end
to prime minister Sheikh
Hasina Wajed’s back-to-
back 15-year rule. The mili-
tary has now taken charge,
putting in place an interim
administration. But can this
end the political turmoil
that has shaken the South
Asian nation? The situation
continues to unfold.

It all started with pro-
tests by students against a
controversial job quota sys-
tem, which soon turned into
a mass movement against a
regime that, under Hasina
Wajed, had secured a fourth
straight term in office a few
months ago through a con-
troversial electoral exercise.
The government had virtu-
ally established a one-party
system, eliminating the op-
position from the political
scene. The enforcement of
draconian laws had turned
Bangladesh into an authori-
tarian state.

But student protests
broke the fear. The use of
coercive power by the ad-
ministration to crush the
demonstrations exacerbated
the anger. Hundreds of pro-
testers were killed by the
security forces, turning the
streets into battlegrounds.
Bangladesh has not wit-
nessed such violence in its
over 50-year history as a
state. The protests broke
the myth of the Hasina
Wajed government’s invin-
cibility.

Within weeks, it
turned into a mass upris-
ing, breaking the hold of an
authoritarian regime. It
united all kinds of opposi-
tion forces that had been
suppressed by the state.
The events of the past
weeks also exposed the
fault lines in the system. It
was an implosion waiting
to happen. It just needed a
trigger, which was provided
by the student protests.
The allocation of 30 per
cent of government jobs to
the families of ‘freedom
fighters’ had been abolished
following protests in 2018,
but was restored this year.
It was seen as a move to
pack state institutions with
Awami League loyalists.

It was not just the
political repression and
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Rafia Zakaria

With  every year  that
passes, there are fewer
and fewer people who
remember a time before
social media. In those
bygone days, gossip was
largely transmitted via
people .  Busybodies
would dish the dirt on
one family for the ben-
efi t  of  ano ther ,  and
spools  of speculat ion
and wonder would be
unro lled  in to  tangled
threads of truths and lies.
I mention this only be-
cause the human pen-
chant for judging the lives
of others and comparing
them,  consciously o r
subconsciously,  with
one’s own has existed for
just as long as humans
have themselves.

It is precisely this
human inclination for
knowing about  o ther
people’s lives that has
made social media the
wildfire it has become. In
the span of a decade or
so, our darker traits, such
as bragging and making an
open exhibition of our
lives, have been turned
by us into an industry.
Suddenly, everyone —
from a housewife in
Lahore to a teenager in
Toronto — has become a

curator of his or her own
life and is addicted to
sharing all the details.

In this sort of shar-
ing, they reveal not only
what they wish to show
but also other informa-
tion. Apps like Facebook
and Instagram track not
just what is visible to
others, but also what is
being watched, what is
being commented on,
what is shown only to a
small circle, and what is
being shown to every-
one.

In this way, the hu-
man inclination to peer
into the lives of others
has  been  transformed
into a business model, as
all that data about what
people do online can be
mined to reveal far more
about the person than
what the individual him-
self knows.

In th is way,  hun-
dreds  o f mi l l ions  o f
people around the world
have been converted to
socia l  media  add icts .
Many of them wake up
each day and check so-
cial media accounts be-
fore they check on their
children or their spouse
or before  they brush
their teeth or wash their
face. Even as social me-
dia gets older, and the

novelty of likes and dis-
likes wears off, people
still tune in to see what
is going on with friends,
who is doing well or look-
ing good, who is enjoy-
ing life, and who is silent
(which, in the social me-
dia equation, simply sug-
gests sadness).

In sum, social media
has become a habit, and
voyeurism, the act  of
peer ing in to  o ther
people’s lives, has be-
come inextricably tied to
our own daily routines.
For those who are more
ardently addicted,  the
value of an event or an
act  is assessed not  in
terms of the event but the
attention it promises to
garner on social media
and the envy or admira-
tion it may arouse in oth-
ers.

Naturally, as social
media has grown, so have
appetites,  and i t isn’t
just enough to look at
what your friend from
col lege or your  f ir s t
cousin in Denmark is do-
ing.  Enter the profes-
sional content creators
who have stepped in to
fill the gap. Professional
YouTubers  and
TikTokers now offer up
their entire lives for pub-
lic consumption. All of

them are slaves to the
mighty algorithm, that
can serve their videos
about  what  they
shopped for and what
they bought or how they
fought with a friend and
then how they made up,
to thousands of viewers.
These content creators
broadcast their intimate
lives in the hope that
their lives will be inter-
est ing enough for the
YouTube algorithm to
serve them to an ever-
larger number of viewers.

Becoming a
YouTube or TikTok cre-
ator appeals  to  Paki -
stanis. This is not only
because we are by nature
a voyeurist ic society,
given  to  goss ip  and
judgement as a means of
social control. It is also
because YouTube and
TikTok allow even Paki-
stani creators to monetise
their accounts and get
paid in US dollars. The
current high exchange
rates  mean that  even
though the payouts per
view are just a few cents,
they add up to be signifi-
cant amounts in Paki-
stani currency. It is also
unclear whether these
creators  report  these
amounts as income, and
if they are being taxed as

heavily as someone earn-
ing through conventional
means. In a nutshell, be-
coming a content creator
is a fruitful get-rich-quick
scheme in the Pakistani
context.

U n s u r p r i s i n g l y,
many Pakistani celebri-
ties and their progeny
have got  into the act.
Nearly all of them broad-
cast their lives on some
form of social media and
cross-pollinate and col-
laborate with each other
to maximise their views.
Al l  o f  them provide
viewers ,  par t icu lar ly
very committed ones, the
opportunity to comment
on their daily produc-
tions. Before long, these
conten t  creators  —
whether or not they are
celebrities — realise that
they are enslaved to the
algorithm that promotes
them and the viewers
who sometimes approve
of the content but often
criticise them.

One routine occur-
rence on nearly every
YouTube vlog is the ner-
vous  breakdown that
content  creators have
when they realise that
getting rich quick comes
at the cost of losing one’s
privacy and throwing
one’s intimate life and its

content to the judgement
of any viewer who cares
to leave a comment. Then
there are tears, allega-
tions of unfairness, and
the like.

Watch ing o ther
people’s lives is enter-
tainment for those who
watch this content. Be-
ing other people’s enter-
tainment is, understand-
ably, not that entertain-
ing. The whole equation
is a chilling peek into the
cerebral economies of the
future, where humans are
tempted to expose them-
selves and then left ad-
dicted to the number of
views.

It is a strange and
peculiar means of mind
cont ro l ,  where  bo th
those that expose and
those that judge appear
to be unaware of their
own status as puppets of
algorithms. What begins
as gossip and curiosity
about the lives of others
seeps slowly into con-
trolling one’s own life
and the assessment of
whether it is worthy or
valuable. The next time
you log into someone
else’s life to escape your
own, it is worth mulling
over the cost of partici-
pating in this economy
of voyeurism.

worsening human rights
situation, but also the ris-
ing cost of living and grow-
ing unemployment among
the youth that fuelled the
unrest. Not surprisingly,
Gen Z has been at the van-
guard of the movement that
ultimately led Hasina Wajed
to step down and flee the
country.

Although Bangladesh
has been one of the fastest-
growing economies in the
region over the past many
years, the gap between the
haves and have-nots has
also widened there. Infla-
tion, which touched double
digits in recent months, has
also fuelled discontent. All
this sparked a powerful
uprising against the regime.

Hasina Wajed entered
politics after the assassina-
tion of her father and
founder of Bangladesh,
Sheikh Mujibur Rehman, in
a military coup in 1975. She
lived in exile in India for
several years before return-
ing to the country in 1981.
She first became prime
minister after her Awami
League party swept the
elections in 1996. But she
lost the next election to her
rival, Khaleda Zia. The two
women dominated
Bangladesh politics for sev-
eral years.

Hasina won the 2008
elections, which took place
after two years of a mili-
tary-backed ‘technocratic
government’. This phase
marked her authoritarian
grip over power. She jailed
her opponents, including
her main rival, Khaleda Zia.
Her government executed
many opposition leaders
after dubious trials for be-
ing ‘collaborators’ during
Bangladesh’s war of inde-
pendence.

Her party won four
successive elections, all
marred by allegations of rig-
ging. The last elections held
in January this year were
boycotted by the main op-
position parties. It report-
edly saw the lowest turn-
out of voters in the
country’s history. Human
Rights Watch said the
country’s prisons were full
of opposition activists ar-
rested in a crackdown be-
fore the elections.

With virtually no pres-
ence of the opposition par-
ties in parliament, it paved
the way for a one-party
system. The recent elec-
tions marked the beginning
of the downfall of Hasina
Wajed’s rule. What hap-
pened in Dhaka this week,
with angry mobs ransack-
ing the former prime

minister’s residence and
destroying statues of
Mujibur Rehman, was a
manifestation of the public
rage against
authoritarianism. The spec-
tacle of uncontrolled mobs
ruling the streets in the ab-
sence of any leadership has
been alarming.

Notwithstanding the
destruction of the demo-
cratic process, Bangladesh
saw unprecedented eco-
nomic growth during her
rule. From a basket case,
Bangladesh emerged as a
model for Third World
countries. The country also
fared well in human devel-
opment indicators. Yet, the
economic slowdown of re-
cent months and spiralling
inflation raised questions
about medium- and long-
term economic prospects,
adding to the social and
political unrest.

Hasina Wajed’s rule
saw Dhaka becoming very
close to New Delhi. Her
party’s association with it
goes back to India’s role in
the 1971 war. Hasina
Wajed’s exile in India after
the assassination of her fa-
ther also brought her closer
to the Indian leadership.
But her pro-Indian stance
drew criticism from the
opposition, particularly the

religious parties. In her
ouster, New Delhi has lost
a close regional ally.

The Bangladesh army,
which has now taken con-
trol of the country, has a
long history of coups. It had
taken a back seat over the
past 15 years or supported
the Hasina Wajed govern-
ment, but the current
power vacuum pulled it
into the role of arbiter. It
will not be possible to im-
pose military rule in the
country now. It is highly
doubtful that the people
who fought against authori-
tarian rule by a political
party will accept military
dictatorship.

Another reason deter-
ring a military takeover is the
expected reaction from the
international community,
particularly the UN.
Bangladesh is among the top
contributors to UN peace-
keeping forces. There’s a
clear indication that the
country could lose that po-
sition in case of a military
takeover. It is now becom-
ing increasingly clear that
the military will back an in-
terim government compris-
ing technocrats. However, it
remains to be seen if such
an arrangement can work in
the highly volatile situation.
-- Courtesy Dawn
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah in meeting with
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Chairman, Lt. Gen. (Retd) Nazir
Ahmed discuss the progress of ingoing inquiries and investigations within
the province, at CM House in Karachi.

LAHORE: A group photo of Governor Punjab Sardar Malik Salim Haider
with athletes of President Asif Ali Zardari Sports Cycle Rally at Governor
House.

KARACHI: Sindh Police Inspector General (IG), Ghulam Nabi Memon in
group photo with police officials during certificate distribution ceremony
organized for Accountant Course for Head Editors, at Central Police Office
(CPO) in Karachi.

KARACHI: Leaders and activists of Jamat-e-Islami (JI) are holding protest
demonstration against massive unemployment, increasing price of daily use
products and inflation price hiking of electricity and petrol, nearby Governor
House building in Karachi.

RAWALPINDI: Workers are busy in draining
accumulated rain water after heavy rain at Imam
Bara road area, in morning hours in the city.

PESHAWAR: A view of BRT bus decorated with
national flag for the celebrations of 77
Independence Day at Trans Peshawar Terminal.

Murad, WB team discuss
projects of $3.4bn, set

timeline to expedite work

MoU signed between Istanbul,
Lahore medical universities

CM free Wi-Fi service
starts in Nankana Sahib

Punjab governor
announces cycles, kits
for rally participants

Kamran for contribution
of all for progress and
prosperity of nation

Minister says:

Irrigation land to be
retrieved from grabbers

Minister discusses
visioning exercise to

promote tourism in Punjab

Alhamra achieves
milestone with Intl
exhibition in Qatar

Chinese Director
CIUK Prof  Zhang
Xiaoping visits KU

Non completion of surface
drain restoration project to
be investigated: Minister

Two passengers
killed in bus,

truck collision
in Bahawalpur

BHAWALPUR (APP): At
least two innocent lives
were lost and several
others were left battered
and bruised as the two
vehicles crashed into each
other with immense force
at Jhangra Sharqi
Interchange Bahawalpur on
early Wednesday morning.

According to details,
Rescue sources said that
the accident occurred in
Bahawalpur where a truck
collided with a bus and
took the lives of two
people on the spot, a
private news channel
reported.

The rescue sources
said that truck caught fire
right after the accident
however the rescue team
arrived on the spot of the
incident.

After the accident,
rescue teams reached the
spot where efforts have
been underway to control
the fire, rescue officials
added.

Three killed in
road accident

FAISALABAD (APP):
Three car-riders were
killed in a road traffic
accident in the area of Chak
Jhumra police station.

Rescue 1122
spokesman said here on
Wednesday that a speedy
dumper truck hit a car and
overturned on it near
Sadaqat Textile Mills on
Khurarianwala-Jundwali
Road late Tuesday night.

As a result, two car
riders including Noman
Maqbool (48) resident of
Islamabad and an unknown
man (35) received serious
injuries and died on the
spot whereas Rescue 1122
shifted another victim
Yasir Shahzad (39) resident
of Tehsil Fateh Jang Attock
to Allied Hospital but in
vain as he also expired.

8 dead, 1,276
injured in Punjab
road accidents

LAHORE (APP): Eight
people were killed and
1,276 others injured in
1,218 road accidents in
Punjab during the last 24
hours.

As many as 519
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
757 with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

The data analysis
showed that 717 drivers, 43
underage drivers, 153
pedestrians and 414
passengers were among the
victims of road crashes.
The statistics show that
296 accidents were
reported in Lahore, which
affected 309 people,
placing the provincial
capital at top of the list,
followed by Faisalabad
with 92 accidents and 95
victims, and at third
Gujranwala with 75
accidents and 70 victims.

2 children
drown in

rain drains
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Flooding in drains due to
heavy rain on Wednesday
morning claimed two more
lives. The incidents
occurred in two different
areas where search and
rescue operations have
been initiated by the
District Emergency
Service-Rescue 1122.

According to the
details, an 8 year old child
was crossing a floody
street and slipped in deep
water which swept him
away, in Boston Khan
Road. The CCTV footage
shows two children
trapped in water, trying to
escape the heavy water
flow.

Both the children tried
to cross the water, during
which one child drowned
into the drain while the
other survived.

In another tragic
incident, a 5 years old girl
drowned in an open drain
near the Adyala Road area.

The spokesman
Rescue 1122, Muhammad
Usman informed APP that
search and rescue
operations were initiated in
both areas immediately.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah and the
World Bank high power
team led by the Country
Director Najy Benhassine
reviewed the overall
progress of World Bank-
assisted 14 projects of
$3.4 billion and agreed to
remove the bottleneck that
exists and speed up the
slow pace projects for their
timely completion.

The review meeting
was held at the CM House
on Wednesday morning and
was attended by Provincial
Ministers Sharjeel
Memon, Dr Azra Fazal,
Nasir Shah, Saeed Ghani,
Sardar Shah, Jam Khan
Shoro, Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah, Chairman
P&D Najam Shah,
provincial secretaries and
project director of the
world bank-assisted
projects. The World Bank
team comprised Kamran
Akbar, Murtaza Noorani,

Omar Riaz, Waleed Anwar,
Uzma Sadaf, and others.

The Karachi
Mobility Project (KMP)
aims to enhance mobility,
accessibility, and safety
along selected corridors in
the city. It comprises the
construction of two bridges
(Jam Sadiq Bridges) for
Yellow Line BRT corridors,
the development and
operation of the BRT
Yellow Line System, and
capacity building and
technical assistance for the
project.

Progress regarding the
Jam Sadiq bridges, it was
reported in the meeting
that the concept design
was finalized on August 6,
mobilization has been
completed, the test pile
was cast on July 7, and
load tests are scheduled to
be conducted on August 12.

As far as the
development and
operationalisation of a
BRT system for Yellow

Line, the meeting was told
that Financial bids opened
in April 2024. The WB
issued the required consent
and now Contract Singing
is expected to be held next
week.

The Competitive and
Livable City of Karachi
(CLICK) project has been
launched to improve urban
management, service
delivery and the business
environment in the city and
provide an immediate and
effective response to an
el igib le  c r i s i s  o r
emergency.

The meeting was told
that the Geographic
Information System (GIS)
based Management
Information System (MIS)
MIS is being developed for
property tax survey.

It was pointed out
that the Technical
Evaluation has been shared
with the WB. The firm is
planned to be on board by
August 30, 2024.

LAHORE (APP): On
special direction of Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif,  “CM
Maryam Nawaz Free Wi-
Fi” service has been started
in Nankana Sahib after
Lahore and Kasur.

The Free Wi-Fi
service is operational at five
locations in Nankana Sahib
in Phase-I. These locations
include Masjid Chowk,
Tehsil Mor Chowk,
Kachhari Phatak, Railway
Station.

The chief minister
said that more than 25,000
citizens will benefit from
the service in Nankana
Sahib, adding that in four
weeks, citizens of Nankana
Sahib have used 250 GB of
data from CM Maryam
Nawaz Free Wi-Fi service.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif said the use of free
internet service by more
than 5 million citizens in
Lahore is a proof of its
success. She directed the

authorities concerned to
start free Wi-Fi service at
250 more places in Lahore.

Safe City Free Wi-Fi
service is available for
public at 10 locations in
Kasur including DHQ
Hospital, Women’s
College, New Bus
Terminal, Railway Station,
Model Bazar, DC Office,
National Bank Chowk and
other places, she said and
directed the relevant
authorities to start the
service at 20 more points
in Kasur. Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif said
that Safe Cities will soon
be functional in
Rawalpindi, Faisalabad and
Gujranwala, adding that by
the end of this year, Safe
City Authority will be
established in 18 cities.
Women and students will
also be able to get help in
emergency situations from
CM Maryam Nawaz Free
Wi-Fi service, she
mentioned.

LAHORE (APP): A
memorandum of
understanding (MoU) was
signed for cooperation
between the medical
universities of Istanbul and
Lahore on Wednesday.

Punjab Health
Minister Khawaja Salman
Rafique signed the MoU on
behalf of the University of
Health Sciences (UHS)
Lahore during a meeting
with faculty members from
both UHS Lahore and
Istanbul University of
Health Sciences, Turkiye,
according to a handout
issued here on Wednesday.

The meeting was
chaired by Provincial
Health Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique, who
attended directly from
Istanbul University of
Health Sciences. Kemalitan
Aydin, a well-known
Turkish politician, also

attended the meeting.
During the event, the Vice-
Chancellors of UHS Lahore
and Istanbul University of
Health Sciences briefed
attendees on the
educational facilities
available at their respective
institutions.

In his remarks, the
health minister highlighted
the close and fraternal
relations between Pakistan
and Turkiye, emphasizing
the exemplary health
system of Turkiye and the
shared goals between the
two countries. He
mentioned the recent
advancements in Punjab’s
healthcare system,
including the launch of an
air ambulance service and
the establishment of the
Nawaz Sharif Institute of
Cancer and Research
Center in Lahore and the
Nawaz Sharif Institute of

Cardiology in Sargodha. He
noted the transparency in
Punjab’s health department
and praised UHS Lahore
for leading among the
province’s seven medical
universities. He also
mentioned Turkish interest
in postgraduate programs
at UHS.

Dr. Onor Guner,
Secretary General of
Istanbul University of
Health Sciences, welcomed
Khawaja Salman Rafique to
Istanbul and praised the
historical significance and
research initiatives of the
university. Vice-Chancellor
of UHS Lahore, Professor
Ahsan Waheed Rathor,
spoke about the
government’s efforts to
enhance the educational
environment in medical
schools and expressed
respect for Turkish
students.

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Arts Council,
Alhamra, has again
demonstrated its
dedication to elevating
Pakistani art globally,
marking a significant
milestone in its ongoing
endeavors.The council’s
forthcoming participation
in an international
exhibition in Qatar
exemplifies its
commitment to preserving
and promoting Pakistan’s
rich cultural heritage
internationally.

During an essential
meeting, organised by the
National Heritage and
Culture Division, all
arrangements for
Pakistan’s representation

at the exhibition were
finalized, said a press
release issued here on
Wednesday.

Alhamra’s Executive
Director, Sarah Rashid,
played a pivotal role in this
meeting, providing detailed
insights and updates to the
attendees. In recognition of
her leadership, the
government has appointed
Sarah Rashid as the focal
person overseeing the
preparations for the
international exhibition.

Sarah Rashid
expressed profound pride
in Alhamra’s role, stating,
“It is a great honor for
Alhamra to represent our
nation on such a
prestigious platform.

LAHORE (APP):
Governor Punjab Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan has
announced new sports
cycles and kits for the
participants in the First
Jashan-e-Azadi President
Asif Ali Zardari Cycle
Rally 2024.

Welcoming the cycle
rally participants upon
arrival at the Governor’s
House here on Wednesday,
he warmly welcomed the
cyclists and PPP workers
from Kasur. He said that
the doors of the
Governor’s House were
open to all and sundry,
adding that the rally is a
celebration of the 69th

birthday of President Asif
Ali Zardari.

The governor,
accompanied by PPP
leader Haji Azizur Rehman
Chan, said the rally also
marks the 77th

Independence day of the
country.

The First Jashan e
Azadi President Asif Ali
Zardari Cycle Rally started
from city of the great Sufi
poet Bullah Shah - Kasur
and will culminate at
Jinnah Sports Complex
Islamabad on August 13 - a
day before the 77th

Independence Day of the
country.

After night’s rest at
the Governor’s House, the
cycle cyclists will depart
for Sheranwala Bagh,
Gujranwala at 9 am on
August 8 (Thursdsy). The
rally will pass through Lala
Musa, Gujrat, Jhelum and
Rawalpindi before reaching
Islamabad.

Rally is led by Sabir
Ali Kasuri (Coach) and
Manager Sheikh Asim. The
cyclists included Allah
Ditta Bhatti (Captain). KARACHI (APP):

Chinese Director of the
Confucius Institute at the
University of Karachi
(CIUK ), Professor Zhang
Xiaoping, who is on a
short trip to Karachi,
visited the campus on
Wednesday.

He met the KU Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi,
registrar, deans,
chairpersons, directors and
faculty of various
departments and institutes,
and students at the
Multipurpose Hall of the
KU’s HEJ. While
addressing the audience,
Professor Zhang Xiaoping
mentioned that the CIUK
has long been a beacon of

cultural exchange and
academic collaboration,
fostering a deeper
understanding between our
two nations. This success
would not have been
possible without the
unwavering support of
both the University of
Karachi and Sichuan
Normal University, he
observed. “The three years
I spent working at the
Confucius Institute here at
the University of Karachi
have given me lasting
friendships and best
memories, and Karachi has
truly become like a second
home to me,” he said.

Professor Zhang
Xiaoping mentioned that
over the past two years, .

LAHORE (APP): The
Department of Human
Rights and Minorities
Affairs (HR&MA), in
collaboration with the
World Bank, organised a
visioning exercise aimed at
enhancing economic
growth through the
promotion of tourism in
Punjab.Provincial Minister
for Minority Affairs
Ramesh Singh Arora
emphasised the critical role
of tourism in economic
development during his
address to the meeting. He
highlighted the vision of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, who, in
her inaugural speech,
declared religious
minorities as the crown of
her head. For the first time
in history, a CM
personally attended Easter
celebrations in
Maryamabad and initiated
the Baisakhi festival by
participating in the
harvest.Minister Arora
expressed hope that the
advisory meeting would
yield fruitful results given

the presence of key
representatives from
Punjab’s major
departments. He also
underscored Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz’s desire
for a well-defined five-year
strategic plan to establish
a clear roadmap.

Secretary of Human
Rights Ali Bahadur Qazi
emphasized the
significance of visioning
exercise, aiming to gather
valuable insights from
various representatives of
Punjab’s key institutions
to formulate a cohesive
strategy.Lead Consultant
for Strategic Planning Syed
Sajjad Imran informed the
participants that the
collaboration with the WB
underscores a commitment
to globally recognising
Punjab’s tourism potential
and leveraging the sector
for sustainable economic
development. The
outcomes of the exercise
would assist in creating
actionable plans that align
with the broader goals of
the HR&MA.

SUKKUR (APP): Sindh
Minister for Agriculture,
Anti-Corruption, Sports,
Youth Affairs, Sardar
Muhammad Bux Khan
Mahar on Wednesday said
that an investigation would
be initiated into the non-
completion of the multi-
million rupee surface drain
restoration project in
Ghotki.

He emphasized the
importance of finding a
permanent solution by
resuming work on the
Dangar Canal and Biggo
Canal.

He assured that a

thorough investigation will
be conducted regarding the
delay in the surface drain
restoration project.

During his visit to the
district’s government
hospitals, the minister
addressed the media,
highlighting the critical
issues of medicine
shortages, inadequate
staffing, and lack of
facilities in the hospitals.
He committed to
coordinating with the
Health Minister and the
Health Department to
ensure prompt provision
of essential health services.

KARACHI (APP):
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori on
Wednesday said that we
must all play our part to
promote the progress and
prosperity of our nation.

In this endeavor, we
need to hold each other’s
hands and move forward
together,” this he said
while addressing a
ceremony organized by the
Noor Project.

The event was also
attended by The Noor
Project’s founder Amjad
Wattoo and honorary
president Rear Admiral
(retired) Faisal Shah.

Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori
further stated, “I am
deeply impressed by the
tireless efforts of the Noor
Project team.Their welfare
initiatives are
commendable.” He
highlighted that his
notification as Governor

Sindh was issued on the
blessed day of 12 Rabi-ul-
Awwal, upon which he
vowed to serve the people
wholeheartedly.

“ A l h a m d u l i l l a h ,
today, fifty thousand
young people are receiving
IT training at the Governor
House. These students are
now capable of earning
between $300 to $600 per
month.He said that to date,
we have distributed over
six hundred thousand
ration bags to the
deserving. Under
Governor’s initiative we
have distributed eight
thousand free laptops
among IT students of
through balloting.

He said that we have
also provided 3,500
motorbikes to victims of
street crimes and offered
non-refundable funds to
individuals under the
employment scheme for
starting their businesses.”

MULTAN (APP):
Provincial minister for
Irrigation, Mian Kazim Ali
Pirzada on Wednesday
directed the officers
concerned to submit
detailed assessment report
regarding grabbing and
encroachments at irrigation
land with in next 15 days
to make proper plan to
retrieve the land.

Talking to media
persons, the minister said
that different initiatives
were being taken by the
provincial government to
facilitate masses as per
vision of the Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif.He said that the
irrigation department

paying special focus on the
arrangements to prevent
water theft. He lauded the
officers concerned to
ensuring equal distribution
of water adding that after
so many years the water
reached to the farmers of
tale of the canal.

Pirzada said that the
credit goes to the irrigation
officers for maintaining
water distribution through
an irrigation system of
over 100 years old.

He said that best
officers would be deployed
during post flood season
adding that as per the
irrigation department, the
flood was being considered
as a blessing.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb was called on by the Ambassador of Finland to Pakistan H.E. Mr.
Hannu Ripatti.

FAISALABAD: A group photo of participants with President, Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce Dr. Khurram Tariq and Director FIA Syed Shahid
Hussain.

LAHORE: Members of Anjuman-e-Tajran Lahore are holding protest
demonstration against withholding taxes and high inflated electricity bills,
at Saddar Cantt in Lahore.

LAHORE: Members of Broilers trader’s action
committee hold a banner during protest in favor of
their demands outside press club.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
addressing Digital Nation Summit.

Federal Ministers, MNFS&R Rana Tanveer Hussain, Korean Ambassador
to Pakistan, Park Ki Jun, Dr. Kwak Do-Yeon, DG NICS/RDA Korea,
Chairman PARC, Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali, Dr. Cho Gyoung-Rae, Director
KOPIA-Pakistan inaugurating Aeroponic Green Houses for seed production
at NARC Islamabad.

Govt committed to Digital
Pakistan Vision: Shaza

FM highlights initiatives
to enhance economic

growth, stability
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue,
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Wednesday
again highlighted the
initiatives aimed at
enhancing economic
stability and promoting
long-term growth.

In a meeting with
Ambassador of Finland to
Pakistan, Hannu Ripatti,
who called on him, the
minister shared updates on
Pakistan’s economic
performance, highlighting
rise in tax collection,
increased remittances, and
foreign exchange reserves
exceeding USD 9 billion.

He emphasized the
positive evaluation from
international credit rating
agencies, which reflect the
stability of Pakistan’s
economic environment,
according to press release
issued by Finance
Ministry. The Minister
also discussed the successful
conclusion of the 9-month
Standby Agreement with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the
recently finalized staff-
level agreement for a 37-
month IMF programme.

Additionally, the
Minister outlined ongoing
initiatives, including end-
to-end digitization in the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) to broaden the tax
base, reforms in the energy
sector, restructuring of
state-owned enterprises
(SOEs), and focus on
export-led growth.

“These initiatives are
aimed at enhancing
economic stability and
promote long-term
growth,” he said.

On the occasion, the
Finnish Ambassador
expressed his appreciation
for Pakistan’s economic
reforms and noted the
improved fiscal situation
of Finnish companies
operating in Pakistan.

The Minister thanked
the Ambassador for
Finland’s continued
support in the renewal of
Pakistan’s GSP Plus status,
which benefits the
country’s export sector.

The meeting
underscored the strong
bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Finland, and
the shared commitment to
fostering economic
stability and growth.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja
Wednesday said that the
present government is
committed for the
fulfillment of Digital
Pakistan vision.

On the directives of
the Prime of Pakistan,
Ministry of IT & Telecom
is taking steps for digital
transformation in the
country, she said this while
delivering keynote address
at Digital Nation Summit
organised by GSMA in
collaboration with
Ministry of IT & Telecom.

She also emphasised
the need of ending digital

divide between rural and
urban areas of the country.

Shaza Fatima said that
under Prime Minister’s
vision of digitalization, the
economy, governance and
society are being
digitalised.

She said that Telecom
industry has important role
in country’s economic
uplift.

She said that effective
steps are being taken for
boosting Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Technology (ICT) in the
country.

The Minister said
that remarkable progress
have been achieved with
over 80 percent teledensity

and over 190 million
subscribers.

“Our broadband
customers continue to
grow”, she added.

She said that the
government is working on
National IT Policy focused
on ease of doing business
and tax breaks to accelerate
economic activity in this
sector. She said that
Pakistan’s IT Exports saw
record surge as it reached
3.223 billion dollars during
FY 2023-24.

She said that there
were great opportunities
for youth in IT sector, as
government is focused
upon equipping youth with
latest digital skills.

PTA, NCSW, GSMA host
workshop on bridging

mobile gender gap
ISLAMABAD (APP):
P a k i s t a n
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Authority (PTA) National
Commission on the Status
of Women (NCSW) and
Global System for Mobile
Communication (GSMA)
Action Collation for
bridging the digital divide
organized a one-day
workshop titled “Bridging
the Mobile Gender Gap”.

The workshop
featured participation from
representatives of the
Ministry of Information
Technology & Telecom,
Ministry of Federal
Education & Professional
Training, Ministry of
Interior, Ministry of
Information &
Broadcasting, Ministry of
Commerce, Ministry of
Defense, Universal
Services Fund, Ministry of
Human Rights and other
government and private

entities said a news release
issued here on Wednesday.

The workshop aimed
to address the digital gender
divide in Pakistan by
bringing together
government and civil
society stakeholders to
improve gender in ICTs.
Key discussions focused
on strategies to enhance
women’s access to mobile
technology and digital
services, emphasising
creating inclusive policies
and fostering a supportive
ecosystem. On this
occasion, Chairman PTA,
Maj. Gen. ® Hafeez Ur
Rehman, said that this
initiative is a vital step
towards addressing the
digital gender divide in
Pakistan. He further added
that this workshop marks
the beginning of our
collective journey towards a
more inclusive and equitable
digital future for all.

Jazz xlr8 partners with
GSMA innovation fund to

support high-potential startups

Federal Tax
Ombudsman to establish

a Help Desk at KATI

Three seafood processing
companies cleared for
exports to EU: Najmi

Tanveer seeks
US market

access to new
agriculture
products

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Industries, Production and
National Food Security
Rana Tanveer Hussain on
Wednesday stressed that
new Pakistani agricultural
products should be given
access to the American
market.

In a meeting with
United States (US)
Ambassador to Pakistan
Donald Blome, he said that
Pakistan values its
partnership with the US
and appreciated the US
cooperation in the
Research and Endowment
Fund for the Agricultural
University. He said the
government wants to
strengthen agricultural
cooperation with the US,
and technology transfer is
needed to increase
production.

SMBR visits
Revenue Tower

in Lahore
LAHORE (APP): Senior
Member Board of Revenue
(SMBR) Punjab Nabeel
Javed paid a surprise visit
to under-construction four-
story Revenue Tower at
Farid Court House on
Wednesday to review the
construction work.

He said during his
visit there would be no
compromise on quality of
material used in the new
tower and issued orders
for swift completion of the
building’s decoration and
renovation.

The SMBR said all
necessary facilities were
being provided for clients
in the Revenue Tower.

Rupee sheds
05 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee on
Wednesday depreciated by
05 paisa against the US
dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at Rs
278.73 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 278.68.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 279.2 and Rs
280.35 respectively.

The price of Euro
decreased by 01 paisa to
close at Rs 304.41 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
304.42, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese yen
also came down by 01 paisa
and closed at Rs1.90,
whereas a decrease of Rs
1.14 was witnessed in the
exchange rate .

Gold rates dip
by Rs. 500

per tola
to Rs.255,500

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased further
by Rs.500 and was sold at
Rs.255,500 on Wednesday
compared to its sale at Rs.
256,000 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs.429 to
Rs.219,050 from Rs.
219,479 whereas the prices
of 10 gram 22 karat gold
went down to Rs.200,795
from Rs. 201,189, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained stagnant at
Rs.2,850 and Rs.2,443.41
respectively.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
three ships, Saehan Jasper,
Ginga Liger and Maran Gas
Asclepius carrying Palm
oil, Chemicals and LNG,
berthed at Liquid
Terminals, Engro Vopak
and Engro Elengy Terminal
respectively on Tuesday.

A total of nine ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them a
petroleum product carrier
‘Leader’ left the port on
today morning while
another chemicals carrier
‘Ginga Liger’ .

Tax deptt partners with
ICT admin for market

worker registration

Awareness session on
labour laws, welfare held

Railways asks all DS
to accelerate efforts for
retrieving occupied land

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Income Tax
Department is expanding
its efforts to register all
market workers in the
Federal Capital, aiming to
increase the tax net with
support from the district
administration.In a recent
meeting with the Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz
Memon, officials from the
Income Tax Department
outlined plans to include all
market workers in the tax
system, said the
spokesman of Islamabad

Capital Territory (ICT)
administration.

This initiative seeks to
bring a broader range of
individuals, including
street vendors and those
selling vegetables and
fruits, under the tax
umbrella.The department
emphasized the need for
collaboration with the
district administration to
ensure the success of this
effort. The district
administration has pledged
its support to help
implement this tax
registration drive.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Jazz, Pakistan’s leading
digital operator, through its
startup accelerator
program ‘xlr8’, has
partnered with the GSMA
Innovation Fund to
identify and support high-
potential startups,
especially in emerging
technologies like artificial
intelligence (AI), health,
education, entertainment,
and digital lifestyle.

This strategic
collaboration aims to foster
innovation and stimulate
large-scale socio-economic
and environmental impact
said a news release.Under
the partnership, Jazz’s
xlr8 program will support
the GSMA Innovation
Fund startups by
providing Jazz expertise in
digital platforms which are
based on building and
launching Pakistan’s
largest homegrown apps
like SIMOSA and Tamasha,
access to Jazz’s 71 million
users based on intelligent
segmentation, specialized
mentoring from Jazz
domain experts, extensive
digital growth & data

analytics and platform
architecture expertise.

Additionally, Jazz
will offer technology
development, B2B
support, and access to 9
million farmers and 18
million SIMOSA app
users. The GSMA, as an
outreach partner, will
recommend high-growth
potential startups to Jazz
xlr8 and continue
supporting these startups
in collaboration with Jazz
for scalability and
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y. Wh i l e
expressing his optimism
about this collaboration,
Aamer Ejaz, President
Digital Platforms at Jazz,
said, “We are thrilled to
announce our partnership
with GSMA, which aligns
perfectly with our mutual
goal of fostering innovation
and supporting high-
potential startups in
Pakistan. This
collaboration is also in
sync with our new
ServiceCo shift, where we
are focused on
strengthening the newly
introduced strategic
business units.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways directed
all the Divisional
Superintendents (DS) to
accelerate efforts for
retrieving around 13,972
acres of land occupied
illegally by private
individuals and different
government departments
across the country.
“Around 5,809 acres were
occupied in Punjab, 1,181
acres are under
encroachment in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 5,948 acres
in Sindh and 1,034 acres
land occupied in
Balochistan,” an official in
the Ministry told APP. He
said the category of land
under illegal occupations
included commercial,

residential, agricultural, and
various persons or
departments. Giving
details of the land, the
official said that around
769 acres were commercial
in all the provinces, 3,309
residential, 5,512 acres
agricultural and 4382 were
under encroachment of
various persons or
departments.The official
said the department had
also decided to accelerate
its ongoing anti-
encroachment operation
against land grabbers
across the country to
recoup its land from
different individuals,
groups, and even business
organizations that were
using it for residential.

KARACHI (APP):
Advisor to Chief Minister
Sindh on Livestock and
Fisheries, Syed Najmi
Alam, Wednesday, said
that three seafood
processing companies of
Pakistan have been cleared
for exporting their
products to European
Union.The Advisor to CM
was chairing a meeting
regarding sanitation of
Karachi Fish Harbor
Authority that was
attended by Secretary
Livestock and Fisheries
Dr. Kazim Hussain Jatoi,
Director Karachi Fish
Harbor Authority Syed
Asim Karim and
representative of
Hangzhou Jinjiang Group
Engineer Muhammad
Khalid and others, said a
statement issued here.

The government was
making all out efforts for

complete removal of ban
imposed by European
Union on export of fish and
seafood from Pakistan,
Syed Najmi Alam said
adding that we are working
on a pilot project in this
regard under the directives
of President Asif Ali
Zardari.He said that three
Pakistani companies
engaged in processing and
export of fish and other
seafood have been cleared
for exports to EU while the
clearance process for
another company was in
the final process.The
advisor expressed interest
in entering into a contract
the Chinese company for
cleaning of the fish harbor
keeping in view its working
experience with Sindh Solid
Waste Management Board
and availability of
machinery and expertise in
harbor cleaning works.

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, in collaboration
with the Punjab Labour
Department, organized an
awareness session on
labour laws and Labor
Welfare Measures here at
LCCI on Wednesday.

The session was
presided over by the LCCI
President Kashif Anwar
while Provincial Labor
Minister Malik Faisal
Ayub Khokhar, Labor
Secretary Muhammad
Naeem Ghaus, Director
General Labor Welfare
Syeda Kulsoom Haider,

Vice Commissioner PESSI
Zulfiqar Ali Khokhar and
CEO Punjab Workers
Welfare Fund Tahir Ilyas
Cheema also spoke on the
occasion.

LCCI President
Kashif Anwar said that
progress and prosperity of
economy and industry
mean development of the
country. He acknowledged
that the post-COVID
economy has posed
challenges such as climate
change, floods and
international inflation etc
which have burdened the
economy.

KARACHI (APP):
Federal Tax Ombudsman
Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah,
Wednesday, announced
setting up a help desk at
the Korangi Association of
Trade and Industry
(KATI) to address the tax
issues faced by
industrialists.

The FTO, while
addressing the
industrialists and
businessmen during his
visit to KATI, said that the
initiative was also aimed at
increasing awareness
among the public and
business community about
the services being offered
by the Federal Tax
Ombudsman (FTO).

Dr. Jah highlighted

that the FTO is an
independent authority
mandated to resolve tax-
payers’ complaints within
60 days while the current
average time for deciding
on the lodged complaints
was 38 days. Of the 550
appeals filed with the
President- the only
appellate authority for
FTO- as many as 490
decisions by the FTO were
upheld, he added.

During the year 2021,
the FTO resolved refund
complaints cumulatively
amounting to Rs. 17.8
billion, he said adding that
swift resolution of
complaints from 800
individuals regarding sales
tax on vehicles.

Agri scientists, policy makers
urged for actively contributing

in sector development
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for National Food Security
and Research, Rana
Tanveer Hussain, on
Wednesday urged
agriculture scientists and
policymakers to actively
contribute to the
improvement of the local
agriculture sector to ensure
food safety and security in
the country.

Speaking at the
inauguration of the seed
potato complex and the
International Symposium
on Seed Potato Production
and Supply Chain, the
minister highlighted that
despite Pakistan’s
agricultural economy, the
country continues to
import food items.

The event was
organized by the Pakistan
Agricultural Research
Council (PARC) in
collaboration with the
Korean Program on
International Agriculture
(KOPIA). Its goal is to
produce virus-free seed
potatoes to enhance local
crop yields and generate an

exportable surplus.
The ceremony was

attended by the
Ambassador of the
Republic of Korea, senior
officials from PARC,
NARC, KOPIA, as well as
representatives from
national and international
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
development partners,
agricultural scientists,
experts, private sector
organizations, NGOs, and
progressive farmers from
across the country.

During his address,
the minister emphasized
the importance of fostering
p u b l i c - p r i v a t e
partnerships to advance
agricultural research and
ensure its effective
dissemination to farmers.
This, he stated, is crucial
for increasing per-acre
yields of all major and
minor crops to meet
domestic needs.

The minister noted
that potatoes are a
significant cash crop in the
country and the third-
largest food crop,
cultivated over 837,669

acres in various seasons
and regions.

He explained that the
establishment of an
aeroponic greenhouse
would enhance the quality
of seed potatoes, support
modern research, and
ensure a steady supply of
quality seeds to local
farmers. Additionally, it
would create and boost
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities.

Rana Tanveer Hussain
also mentioned that
domestic production of
potato seeds would help
save foreign exchange and
provide seeds at affordable
prices to local farmers.

He emphasized that
the government is
committed to developing
the agriculture sector and
has initiated several
projects to support its
growth. He highlighted that
both nations are
collaborating on
agricultural technology
transfer projects, which
will bolster local
agricultural output and
sector development.
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Israel kills 12 Palestinians
in West Bank raids

Monitoring Desk
JENIN: Palestinian officials
said Israeli forces killed 12
people in three separate
raids in the northern West
Bank on Tuesday, as vio-
lence in the occupied terri-
tory showed no sign of abat-
ing.

Five people were
killed in the Jenin area and
four in Aqaba town in Tu-
bas district when Israeli
forces carried out early-
morning raids, the health
ministry in Ramallah said.

The Israeli army said
three people were killed and
two arrested in another raid
in the village of Kafr Qud,
west of Jenin.

The Palestinian Red
Crescent had earlier re-
ported deaths and injuries
“due to the occupation’s
shelling of two vehicles in
the eastern neighbourhood
of Jenin”.

Aqaba residents said
Israeli troops arrived at
dawn and surrounded the
house of Amid Ghanam,
leading to clashes between

troops and young Palestin-
ians.

Ghanam and two oth-
ers were killed in the
clashes, while another teen-
ager was killed near a hos-
pital, Tubas governor
Ahmed Assad told AFP.

“The army entered
and surrounded the house
as snipers took positions on
nearby rooftops and shot
anyone who moved,” he
said.

The teenager was shot
when the troops “entered
the area of the hospital”,
Assad said. Aqaba mayor
Abdel Razzaq Abu Arra
said the teenager “was killed
in cold blood”. “This Zion-
ist crime is a systematic
crime that the Israelis carry
out on a daily basis,” he
added.

Lebanon’s group
Hezbollah launched a series
of drone and rocket attacks
into northern Israel on
Tuesday but warned that
its much-anticipated retali-
ation for Israel’s killing of a
top commander last week

A car is wedged between two walls after an Israeli raid in Jenin, occupied
West Bank.

Quetta

Harris draws more support
among Black voters, Trump

up slightly among white voters

Lebanon’s Hezbollah
launches drone attacks on
Israel, says more to come

Monitoring Desk
GEORGIA: Democratic
presidential candidate Ka-
mala Harris is drawing more
support from Black voters
than President Joe Biden did
when he was in the race this
year, while Republican
Donald Trump’s support
among white voters has
risen somewhat in recent
months, according to an
analysis of Reuters/Ipsos
polling.

The analysis, which
examined more than 10,000
responses from seven na-
tionwide Reuters/Ipsos
polls conducted since May,
points to significant
strengths and vulnerabili-
ties for Harris, the US vice
president who took over
Biden’s campaign when
the president dropped his
re-election bid on July 21.

Some 70 per cent of
Black voters polled in July
picked Harris over Trump
on a hypothetical ballot,
up from 59pc who backed
Biden in May and June

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s armed
group Hezbollah launched
a series of drone and rocket
attacks into northern Israel
on Tuesday (Aug 6) but
warned that its much-an-
ticipated retaliation for
Israel’s killing of a top com-
mander last week was yet
to come.

Hezbollah said it
launched a swarm of attack
drones at two military sites
near Acre in northern Israel,
and also attacked an Israeli
military vehicle in another
location.

The Israeli military
said a number of hostile
drones were identified
crossing from Lebanon and
one was intercepted. It said
several civilians were in-
jured to the south of the
coastal city of Nahariya.
Reuters TV footage showed
one impact site near a bus
stop on a main road out-
side the city.

In a statement, the Is-
raeli military said sirens

sounded around Acre, but
that turned out to be a false
alarm. It said its air force
struck two Hezbollah facili-
ties in south Lebanon.

Fears are rising that the
Middle East could be tipped
into full-blown war follow-
ing vows by Hezbollah to
avenge Hezbollah com-
mander Fuad Shukr’s killing,
and by Iran to respond to
the assassination in Tehran
last week of the head of Pal-
estinian militant group
Hamas. A Hezbollah source
told Reuters that “the re-
sponse to the assassination
of commander Fuad Shukr
has not yet come”. Earlier
on Tuesday, four people
were killed in a strike on a
home in the Lebanese town
of Mayfadoun, nearly 30km
north of the border, medics
and a security source said.
Two additional security
sources said those killed
were Hezbollah fighters,
but the group had not
ye t  po st ed  i t s  u su al
death notices.

polls.
Trump’s share of the

Black vote rose marginally
to 12pc in July from 9pc
in May and June.

Trump, meanwhile,
is seeing increased sup-
port from white voters.
Some 50pc picked Trump
in July polls, up from
46pc in May and June.
Harris had the support of
38pc of white voters in
July, compared to 36pc in
May and June.

The race remains es-
sentially tied, with Harris
and Trump each getting
43pc support in an aggre-
gate of last month’s polls.
Biden and Trump each
had 40pc in the polls con-
ducted in the previous
two months.

The analysis exam-
ined poll responses gath-
ered throughout July on
a hypothetical Harris-
Trump contest and in-
cluded responses from
before Biden, 81, ended
his bid.

Flurry of diplomacy to
ease Mideast tensions as
Israel awaits Iran attack

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Diplomatic
pressure mounted on Mon-
day (Aug 5) to avoid an es-
calation between Iran and
Israel following high-pro-
file killings that have sent
regional tensions soaring,
while numerous govern-
ments urged their citizens
to leave Lebanon.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said
late Sunday that his coun-
try was “determined to
stand against” Iran and its
allied armed groups “on all
fronts”. As its war against
Iran-backed Hamas in Gaza
nears its 11th month, Israel
has been bracing for retalia-
tion from the Tehran-
aligned “axis of resistance”
for the assassinations of
two senior figures.

Palestinian armed
group Hamas’s political
leader Ismail Haniyeh was
killed in Tehran on Wednes-

day in an attack blamed on
Israel, which has not di-
rectly commented on it.
The killing came hours af-
ter an Israeli strike on Beirut
left Hezbollah military
chief Fuad Shukr dead.

Tehran said on Mon-
day that “no one has the
right to doubt Iran’s legal
right to punish the Zionist
regime” for Haniyeh’s kill-
ing. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken told his
counterparts from the G7
nations in a conference call
on Sunday that any attack,
which he expected to be a
joint undertaking between
Hezbollah and Iran, could
happen within 24 to 48
hours, as early as Monday,
US news site Axios re-
ported. Blinken asked his
counterparts to place dip-
lomatic pressure on Tehran,
Hezbollah and Israel to
“maintain maximum re-
straint”, it added.

Saudi delivery
drivers bake in

‘deadly’ summer heat
Monitoring Desk

RIYADH: Sheltering under
a palm tree in Saudi Arabia’s
capital, a Pakistani delivery
driver stole a quick break
during the lunch rush when
orders – and scorching tem-
peratures – are at their peak.

Gulping a bottle of
cold water as the mercury
neared 50 degrees Celsius
(122 degrees Fahrenheit),
the motorcycle driver said
he was well aware the Gulf
kingdom’s harsh summer
heat could be fatal.

Yet only by pushing
through and filling the daily
blitz of food orders will he
earn enough money to send
something back home, his
main reason for coming to
Saudi Arabia in the first
place.

“The heat is intense
and the sun is deadly. I al-
ways feel tired and ex-
hausted,” the 26-year-old
said, asking to be identified
only as Mohammed to
avoid reprisal from authori-
ties or his employer.

“But it is a good job
for me and my family,”
added the father of two
small children who live in
Pakistan.

Sprawling Saudi
Arabia, already one of the

world’s hottest countries,
faces rising threats from high
temperatures attributed to
climate change. Its scorch-
ing summers could become
longer and hotter as the
planet warms, experts warn.

The risks were on dis-
play in June, when more
than 1,300 people died while
performing the annual Mus-
lim hajj pilgrimage to Mecca,
according to an official tally
– most of them
unauthorised pilgrims ex-
posed to long periods out-
doors. To protect labourers,
Saudi Arabia bans work un-
der direct sunlight and in
open-air areas between noon
and 3:00 pm from mid-June
until mid-September as part
of a longstanding “midday
break” policy widely
adopted across the Gulf. But
Mohammed and other driv-
ers, many of whom use mo-
torcycles rather than cars
and so are exposed to the
heat, told AFP they felt pres-
sure to work during these
busy hours to meet their tar-
gets. “The work is very
hard, but I have no other
choice,”  Mohammed
said, sweating profusely
under the long-sleeve
rash guard that protects
him from the sun.

U.S. Vice President and Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris speaks
next to her newly chosen vice presidential running mate Minnesota Governor
Tim Walz during a campaign rally in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.

US to increase force
projection from Australia
in face of ‘coercive’ China

Thousands of riot police on
standby as UK braces for more
far-right anti-Muslim protests

US to give
$414 mln in

humanitarian
aid for Congo

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: The
US said on Wednesday it
would provide nearly
$414 million in humanitar-
ian assistance for the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, where more than
25 million people need
such aid, nearly a quarter
of the country’s popula-
tion.

US Ambassador to
the United Nations Agen-
cies for Food and Agricul-
ture, Jeffrey Prescott, told
Reuters a significant
amount of that money
would go to United Na-
tions agencies and aid
groups providing urgent
food assistance, healthcare
and nutrition support,
shelter, water, sanitation
and hygiene.

One dead,
several buried

in German
hotel collapse

Monitoring Desk
KROEV: Rescue teams
were working to free people
trapped after part of a ho-
tel collapsed in western
Germany, killing one per-
son and burying another
eight, authorities said on
Wednesday.

Emergency services
have already rescued one
man, a child, and two
women from the building on
Wednesday morning, a po-
lice spokesman told AFP.
The person who died has
not yet been recovered, the
spokesman added.

A floor in the hotel in
Kroev, a town some 110
kilometres west of Frank-
furt, collapsed for unknown
reasons around 11:00 pm
local time on Tuesday, po-
lice said in a statement.

Of the 14 people in-
side at the time, five man-
aged to get out. Some of
those still trapped “were
seriously injured”.

Monitoring Desk
SYDNEY: Australia will
begin co-manufacturing
guided weapons with the
US next year to boost
supply for allies in the
Indo Pacific and increase
a US military presence in
the country, including
bomber aircraft, the two
nations said after annual
defence talks.

Australia and the
United States are already
working to upgrade air bases
in northern and western
Australia, which are closer
to potential flashpoints with
China in the South China Sea
than Australia’s capital of
Canberra. After annual
AUSMIN talks in Annapo-
lis, Maryland, US Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin
said there would be an
increase in the presence
of rotational US forces
in Australia. “This will

mean more maritime patrol
aircraft and reconnaissance
aircraft operating from
bases across northern Aus-
tralia. It will also mean
more frequent rotational
bomber deployments,” he
said.

In opening remarks
Austin said the two allies
faced shared security chal-
lenges including “coercive
behaviour” by China.

A joint statement re-
leased after the AUSMIN
talks expressed concern
over Chinese military activ-
ity around Taiwan, and
China’s excessive maritime
claims in the South China
Sea.

They “noted grave
concern about China’s dan-
gerous and escalatory be-
havior toward Philippine
vessels lawfully operating
within the Philippines’ ex-
clusive economic zone”.

Monitoring Desk
WEYMOUTH: Thou-
sands of riot police stood
ready on Wednesday as
Britain remained on alert
for disturbances during
far-right protests across
the country.

Nightly riots, during
which mosques and mi-
grant targets have been at-
tacked, erupted after three
children were murdered on
July 29.

Police said they were
investigating several ra-
cially motivated hate
crimes in Belfast on Tues-
day, including an attack on
a young boy that left him
with minor facial injuries.

Far-right groups plan
demonstrations on
Wednesday in more than
30 locations, with immigra-
tion lawyers and buildings

hosting asylum seekers as
primary targets, according
to posts on messaging app
Telegram leaked to the Brit-
ish media.

The government has
said 6,000 specialist police
are on standby to deal with
the disorder, which has
seen more than 425 people
arrested and at least 120
charged, according to the
latest police figures.

The violence broke
out after girls aged nine,
seven and six were killed
and five more children
critically injured during a
knife attack at a Taylor
Swift dance class in
Southport, northwest En-
gland.

False rumours ini-
tially spread on social me-
dia saying the attacker was
a Muslim asylum seeker.

Police wearing riot protection equipment patrol the seafront esplanade fol-
lowing an anti-immigration protest in Weymouth, Britain.

Nigeria arrests seven
Polish nationals for
supporting Russia

Catalan separatist Puigdemont
says he is returning to Spain,

faces likely arrest

Monitoring Desk
ABUJA: Nigeria has ar-
rested seven Polish nation-
als for raising Russian flags
during anti-government
protests this week in the
northern state of Kano, Pe-
ter Afunanya, a spokesper-
son for the state security
service, said on Wednesday.

Hundreds of thousands
of Nigerians have been pro-
testing since Aug. 1 against
President Bola Tinubu’s pain-
ful economic reforms that
have seen a partial end to

petrol and electricity subsi-
dies, currency devaluation and
inflation touching three-de-
cade highs.The protests
which turned deadly in at least
six northern states have seen
22 people killed so far during
demonstrations, Amnesty
International said, with more
protesters killed in Kano, the
rights group said. This
week, some protesters
waved Russian flags during
protests in northern states,
underscoring concerns about
increased Russian.

Monitoring Desk
BARCELONA: Catalan
separatist leader Carles
Puigdemont said on
Wednesday he was return-
ing after seven years in self-
imposed exile to Spain,
where he would likely be
arrested over his role in the
region’s 2017 independence
bid.

His arrest and poten-
tial imprisonment before
facing trial could unleash
fresh turmoil in Catalonia
and scupper the fragile So-
cialist-led coalition ruling
Spain, which relies on
Puigdemont’s hardline
Junts party to pass legisla-
tion.

As a condition set by
Junts for its legislative sup-
port for Socialist Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez’s

government, Spain’s parlia-
ment in May approved an
amnesty law aimed at al-
lowing Puigdemont’s return
from Belgium by cancelling
legal proceedings against
hundreds of separatists in-
volved in Catalonia’s 2017
illegal referendum.

But Spain’s Supreme
Court said last month the
amnesty should not apply
to a charge of embezzlement
against Puigdemont and
uphold an arrest warrant he
faces.

Still, Puigdemont said
he remained committed to
being present when the
Catalan parliament would
be scheduled to swear in the
region’s new leader follow-
ing an election in May in
which Puigdemont finished
second.

Supporters of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) join in a rally, days after
the resignation of former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, in Dhaka.

5 people killed in a helicopter
crash in the mountains

northwest of Nepal’s capital
The crash site is in the

Suryachaur area, which is just
northwest of Kathmandu,
and is on a mountain covered
by forest. The helicopter had
taken off from Kathmandu
international airport at 1:54
p.m. local time and was head-
ing towards the town of
Syaprubeshi.

The helicopter, an
Eurocopter AS350 belong-
ing to Nepal-based Air
Dynasty, had lost contact
with the tower just three
minutes after takeoff, ac-
cording to a statement from
the Civil Aviation Author-
ity of Nepal.

Monitoring Desk
KATHMANDU: All five
people on board a helicop-
ter were killed when it
crashed Wednesday in the
mountains just northwest
of Nepal’s capital, authori-
ties said. The bodies of four
men and a woman were
pulled from the wreckage,
said Krishna Prasad
Humagai, the government
administrator of Nuwakot
district.

Police and army res-
cuers reached the area and
two rescue helicopters were
also sent to assist in the
operation, the official said.

Italy doubles
‘flat tax’ for

the rich
Monitoring Desk

ROME: The Italian govern-
ment approved a decree on
Wednesday doubling to
200,000 euros
($218,220.00) per year a
flat tax applied on income
earned abroad by wealthy
individuals who transfer
their tax residence to the
country.

The incentive, intro-
duced in 2017 under a cen-
tre-left government, aimed
to lure rich people to Italy
in the hope that it would
benefit the economy.

However, Economy
Minister Giancarlo
Giorgetti told reporters
Italy was now against the
idea of countries compet-
ing with each other to offer
“fiscal favours” to the
wealthy.

The government’s de-
cision may also make a
small contribution to bol-
stering Rome’s public fi-
nances as Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni prepares a
2025 budget aimed at nar-
rowing the country’s wide
fiscal gap.

The doubling of the
flat tax will only apply to
people signing up for the
option in the future, the
decree spells out. Those
who have already moved
their tax residency to Italy
will continue to pay
100,000 euros per year.

One high-profile ben-
eficiary of the scheme was
Portuguese soccer star
Cristiano Ronaldo, who
moved his tax residence to
Italy between 2018 and
2021 when he played for
Juventus.

Blinken warns Iran
but also Israel not

to ‘escalate’

Hamas names
Yahya Sinwar
as Haniyeh’s

successor
Monitoring Desk

CAIRO: Hamas named its
Gaza leader Yahya Sinwar as
successor to former political
chief Ismail Haniyeh, the
group said on Tuesday. Ana-
lysts see the appointment as
a move that reinforces the radi-
cal path pursued since the
Oct 7 raid. Sinwar has been in
hiding in Gaza, defying Israeli
attempts to kill him since the
start of the latest conflict.
“The Islamic Resistance
Movement Hamas an-
nounces the selection of com-
mander Yahya Sinwar.

Monitoring Desk
ANNAPOLIS: Both Iran
and Israel should avoid es-
calating conflict, US Secre-
tary of State Antony
Blinken said Tuesday, in his
most direct wording toward
US ally Israel on the Middle
East’s spiraling tensions.

“No one should esca-
late this conflict. We’ve
been engaged in intense di-
plomacy with allies and
partners, communicating
that message directly to
Iran. We communicated that
message directly to Israel,”
Blinken told reporters.

Iran has vowed a re-

sponse after Israel was sus-
pected of killing Hamas
political leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran.

President Joe Biden
has hinted at frustration
with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu over
the assassination, which
came just as he hoped to
make progress in talks to
reach a ceasefire in the 10-
month Gaza war.

“Our commitment to
Israel’s security is ironclad.
We will continue to defend
Israel against attacks from
terrorist groups or their
sponsors. Turkey will bid

to join ICJ
genocide case
against Israel,

source says
Monitoring Desk

ISTANBUL: Turkey will
submit on Wednesday a
declaration of intervention
in South Africa’s genocide
case against Israel at the In-
ternational Court of Justice
(ICJ) in The Hague, a dip-
lomatic source said.

The declaration will
happen at 1330 GMT, the
source added, after Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan said
this week that Turkey
would make the declaration
on Wednesday. “Turkey’s
intervention pushes the in-
ternational community to
recognise and address the
humanitarian crisis in
Gaza,” the source said.

was yet to come.
Hezbollah said it

launched a swarm of attack
drones at two military sites
near Acre in northern Israel,
and also attacked an Israeli
military vehicle in another
location.

The Israeli military
said a number of hostile
drones were identified
crossing from Lebanon and
one was intercepted.

Israeli medical offi-
cials said seven people
were evacuated to hospital,
to the south of the coastal
city of Nahariya, one in criti-
cal condition.

The Israeli military
said an initial investigation
indicated the injuries were
caused by an interceptor
that “missed the target and
hit the ground, injuring sev-
eral civilians.” It said the
incident was still under re-
view.

A Hezbollah source
told Reuters that “the re-
sponse to the assassination
of commander Fuad Shukr
has not yet come.”
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif planting a sapling to launch
Monsoon Tree Plantation campaign.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Muhammad Sadiq Umrani and Provincial
Advisor Baba Ghulam Rasool Umrani meeting with Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

QUETTA: Secretary Finance Babar Khan presiding over a meeting regard-
ing financial affairs of Balochistan Costal Development Authority (BCDA)
and Pasni Fish Harbour Authority (PFHA).

QUETTA: Secretary S&GAD Syed Faisal Ahmed presiding over a meeting regarding preparation for celebration of Independence Day

ISLAMABAD: H.E Donald Armin Blome, Ambas-
sador of the United States of America to Pakistan
calls on Federal Minister for National Food Secu-
rity and Research Rana Tanveer Hussain.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Ambassador of Iraq
Hamid Abbas Lafta.

QUETTA: Relatives of Junaid Baloch and Mama
Qadeer addressing a Press conference.

QUETTA: XEN Workshop Habibur Rehman briefed
Provincial Minister C&W Mir Saleem Ahmed
Khosa and Secretary C&W Lal Jan Jaffar during
their visit of E&M Workshop Division Quetta

Tarar says:

Parliament converted a rule
into law to stop floor crossing
as envisaged in Constitution

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on
Wednesday the Parliament
was a supreme institution
and through the Election
(Amendment) Act it had
converted a rule into a law
to stop floor crossing as
envisaged in the Constitu-
tion. Addressing a press
conference here, he said that
Bilal Azhar Kayani of
Muslim League (Nawaz)
had presented the Election
Act Amendment Bill in the
National Assembly whereas
Senator Talal Chaudhry
moved it in the Senate.

The minister said that
the bill was passed by the
National Assembly and the
Senate by majority votes
and became an act.

He maintained that the
Constitution and law were
clear regarding floor cross-
ing scourge and the new
piece of legislation and fur-

ther elaborate the matter.
According to the

rules, he said an indepen-
dent candidate had to join
any party within three
days after the announce-
ment of official results of
the elections.

The minister posed a
question if a member’s
party could be changed af-
ter submitting an affidavit
for joining a party.

He said that two Su-
preme Court judges had
raised important points
and questioned that even
after 15 days, the detailed
decision was not issued by
the majority judges in the
bench. Tarar said that the
PTI-backed independents
joined a party that did not
exist in Parliament, how
could that party get any
seat as those seats were
given on the principle of
proportion. Moreover, he
said under proportional
representation rules, it was
binding on each political

party to display its candi-
dates lists for both women
and minority seats.

He said one fails to
fathom the logic and stance
of the PTI leadership that
they should not hold intra-
party elections without
any legal action or punish-
ment on that account.

About the situation in
Bangladesh, he said that the
government and people of
Pakistan stood with the
people of that country. He
appreciated the determina-
tion and resilience of the
Bangladeshi people for
standing up against the re-
gime marred by corruption.

Tarar said in Pakistan,
the PTI founder chairman
had compared himself with
Sheikh Mujeeb eulogizing
his stance in 1971 which
Pakistanis considered as
against national interests.
PTI leaders during televi-
sion talk shows claimed
that their leader was like
Sheikh Mujeeb, he added.

Pakistani pilgrims to get major
facility at entering Iraq: visa fees
waived, special flights announced

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi and Iraqi Ambassa-
dor Hamid Abbas Lafta
announced a slew of mea-
sures aimed at easing
travel restrictions and en-
hancing convenience to
facilitate Pakistani pilgrims
traveling to Iraq for
Arbaeen.

The landmark deci-
sions were reached during
a high-level meeting on
Wednesday between the
two sides who promised
to make the journey
smoother and more acces-
sible for thousands of
devotees.

Both sides agreed that
Pakistani pilgrims traveling
to Iraq for Arbaeen would
no longer need to surrender
their passports upon ar-

rival. The meeting decided
that the Pakistani pilgrims
would be issued visas by
the Iraqi Embassy, by-
passing travel agents and
the quota for Pakistan
pilgrims would be in-
creased.

It was also decided
that special flights would be
operating from Pakistan for
Pakistani pilgrims while a
new consulate will be
opened in Karachi and both
sides initiate a crackdown
on agents charging exces-
sive fees from pilgrims.
The meeting also decided
Visa waiver agreement on
diplomatic and official pass-
ports while it was re-
quested for the visa fee
waiver for the ordinary pil-
grims.

The decisions aim to

provide equal facilities to
Pakistani pilgrims, ensuring
a hassle-free experience.

Mohsin Naqvi
thanked the Iraqi counter-
parts for their cooperation,
while Ambassador Lafta
extended an invitation to
visit Iraq.

In a swift follow-up,
Naqvi secured approval
from Federal Aviation Min-
ister Khawaja Muhammad
Asif to allow Iraqi airlines
to operate special flights,
with Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) also set to
announce its schedule
soon. This development
marks a significant im-
provement in travel ar-
rangements for Pakistani
pilgrims, promising a more
convenient and accessible
journey to Iraq.

Digitization of economy
inevitable for national
development: Ahsan

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Ahsan Iqbal on Wednesday
emphasized the crucial role
of digital technology in driv-
ing economic growth, trans-
parency and good gover-
nance. “Dgitalization of the
economy is inevitable for
achieving the national de-
velopment,” he said while
addressing the first National
Digital Summit.

He highlighted the im-
portance of leveraging tech-
nology to address pressing
issues, promote transpar-
ency, and foster economic
development.

He advocated for
adopting digital technolo-
gies to enhance infrastruc-
ture, human resource devel-
opment and digital literacy.

The minister stressed
the significance of collabo-
ration between educational
institutions and the tech in-
dustry, saying it was essen-
tial for promoting profes-

sional and digital skills
among youth.

He informed the gath-
ering that the government
was taking the required
measures to promote digi-
tal skills among young
people.

The minister also
mentioned that the govern-
ment was strengthening
cyber-security to protect
citizens, businesses and and
government institutions.

Furthermore, he said
efforts were being made to
promote digitalization in
rural areas and ensure af-
fordable internet access.

He emphasized the
need for public-private in-
vestment in making techno-
logical advancements and
encouraged startups, small
and medium enterprises in
this sector. He called for
equipping 65 per cent of
the youth population with
modern skills and invited
experts to share their inno-
vative ideas to achieve the
required results.

OIC Ambassador vows to
ensure Kashmir resolution

under UN mandate

August 8 tragedy; a black
day for Balochistan: NP

Independent Report 
QUETTA: The National Party has termed the August 8
tragedy as the blackest day in Balochistan’s history, which
has brought sorrow to every household in the province.
The party spokesperson said that on that day, dozens of
educated lawyers were martyred in a blast, which was a
tragic incident.

The spokesperson criticized that despite the passage
of time, those responsible for the worst act of terrorism
have not been identified, which raises questions about the
relevant institutions and courts. The spokesperson added
that Balochistan has been suffering from worst terrorism
for the last two decades, but instead of addressing the
issue seriously, the real representatives of Balochistan
have been marginalized, turning the province into a play-
ground, which is yielding negative results day by day.

Thanks to Dr. Rubaba

Special permission
granted by PMDC to

BMC students for
double batch admissions

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan for Women
Development Department,
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi,
has successfully secured
special permission for
double batch admissions
for medical students from
Balochistan.

According to details,
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi re-
cently met with officials
from the Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council
(PMDC), where she briefed
them on the issues faced by
medical students from
Balochistan. The PMDC
officials, acting on Dr.

Buledi’s recommendations,
have withdrawn their pre-
vious decision and granted
permission for four stu-
dents to be admitted to
medical colleges, along with
special permission for
double batch admissions
from Balochistan for the
next academic year. This
means that students from
Balochistan, who previ-
ously had to wait a year to
get admission to medical
colleges compared to stu-
dents from the rest of the
country, can now join medi-
cal colleges without wast-
ing a year, alongside stu-
dents from other parts of
the country.

Habatan Umar
Dashti elected as

Chairman of
Balochi Academy

Independent Report
QUETTA: Habatan Umar
Dashti was elected as new
Chairman of the Balochi
Academy here on Wednes-
day.

This was announced in
a press release issued here
by the Balochi Academy.

According to the
press release, the elections
of Balochi Academy were
held during its 66th general
body meeting.

In the meeting, Sidique
Baloch and Irfan Jamaldini
were elected as the Vice
Chairman and Geneal Sec-
retary of the Balochi Acad-
emy respectively.

The participants of
general body meeting ex-
pressed concern over de-
duction in the annual grant
of Balochi Academy in the
budget.

Early warning meteorological
system operational at

Gwadar Port

Minister C&W directs to
keep heavy machinery ready

to tackle any emergency

Independence Day to
be celebrated with

enthusiasm: Dr Ishaq

Celebrating Independence
Day is a sign of a living

nation: Abbas Ather

PDMA writes to Commissioners
to enforce Section 144 at picnic
points & areas during Monsoon

DC Harnai
inspects flood-

damaged
Serwati band,
Pulosin bridge

Independent Report
HARNAI:  Deputy Com-
missioner Harnai,
Muhammad Arif Khan
Kakar, visited the Serwati
Band and Pulosin Bridge
affected by recent floodwa-
ters. Accompanied by offi-
cials from the Irrigation
Department, including the
SDO and others, the
Deputy Commissioner in-
spected the damage caused
by the recent monsoon
rains.

Emergency repairs
have been initiated on a war
footing, with Irrigation and
B&R officers overseeing
the work, which is ongo-
ing 24/7.

Governor
condoles 
death of

Ghafoor Kasi
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has ex-
pressed deep grief and sor-
row over death of former
Deputy Inspector General
of Police, Abdul Ghafoor
Kasi.

In an condolence mes-
sage issued here on Wednes-
day, the Governor said that
late Abdul Ghafoor Kasi
was a very gentle, sociable
and dutiful police officer.

He prayed that may
Allah Almighty rest the de-
parted soul into Its eternal
peace and give enough pa-
tience and strength to the
bereaved family to bear the
tragic loss of his death.

SSP Sibi vows
to protect lives
and property

of citizens
Independent Report

SIBI: SSP Sibi Ghulam
Sarwar Bhayo has said that
the top priority of the po-
lice is to ensure the safety
of citizens’ lives and prop-
erty. He stated that his
doors are always open to
hear legitimate complaints
from the public.

Bhayo emphasized
that the role of police is cru-
cial in maintaining law and
order in society.

DIG Khuzdar says

Police playing
vital role in
maintaining

peace
Independent Report

KHUZDAR: DIG
Khuzdar Range, Sohail
Khalid, has said that police
are playing a vital role in
maintaining peace in the re-
gion. He stated that police
have made brave decisions
in a risky environment, pro-
viding a sense of security
to the public. Khalid em-
phasized that the police are
working hard to improve
their performance despite
limited resources. He
stressed the need to increase
trust in the police to enable
them to perform better. He
also discussed the need to
improve police stations’ in-
frastructure and increase
the number of police sta-
tions in the future. Khalid
mentioned that clear mes-
sages have been conveyed
to the police regarding the
elimination of excesses.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador Hameed
Ajibaiye Opeloyeru, Per-
manent Observer of the
OIC Mission to the United
Nations, has reiterated the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation’s (OIC) com-
mitment to ensuring the
resolution of the Kashmir
dispute in line with inter-
national law and resolutions
of the United Nations.

Speaking at an event
marking the fifth anniver-
sary of India’s unilateral
actions in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir, Opeloyeru said the
OIC has adopted a plan of

action to expedite the reso-
lution of the crisis Equally
ominous is the fact that
this crisis that has histori-
cally threatened peace,
stability and security of
South Asia.

Opeloyeru expressed
solidarity with the people
of Kashmir in their struggle
for self-determination, em-
phasizing that the OIC rec-
ognizes their just and legiti-
mate struggle. “There is no
doubt that the United Na-
tions has been seized of the
question of Jammu and
Kashmir since the Security
Council Resolution 47 of 21
April 1948,” he added.

Independent Report
CHAMAN: Deputy Com-
missioner Chaman, Captain
(R) Raja Abbas Ather,
chaired a meeting of all dis-
trict departments to discuss
preparations for Indepen-
dence Day celebrations on
August 14. He emphasized
the need for all departments
to take necessary measures
to ensure a successful cel-
ebration.

DC Chaman directed
all department heads to
decorate their offices with
Pakistani flags and colorful
buntings. He also stressed
the importance of cleanli-
ness and sanitation in the

city, parks, and grounds,
and instructed the Munici-
pal Corporation to take all
necessary measures to en-
sure a clean and tidy envi-
ronment. Ather Abass Raja
emphasized that there
would be no compromise
on cleanliness on Indepen-
dence Day and directed all
department heads to ensure
that their offices are clean
and tidy.

The meeting was at-
tended by all department
heads and officials, who
were instructed to make
necessary arrangements for
a successful celebration of
Independence Day.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) has asked
the Commissioners of all
eight divisions of the prov-
ince to enforce Section 144
at the picnic points and ar-
eas during the Monsoon
season. In an official letter
issued to the Divisional
Commissioners by the Di-

rector Planning and Coor-
dination, PDMA, it was
stated that in areas where
the picnic points are situa-
tion must be declared as
prohibited areas by putting
obstacles and the people
should not be allowed to
enter there for the purpose
till the situation comes into
normalcy. This is necessary
to avoid any human loss,

mentioned in the official
letter issued by the Direc-
tor PDMA to the divisional
Commissioners.

It was also stated that
the control rooms must be
established in all the dis-
tricts which would remain
operational keeping in view
the alarming situation
which may arise any time
due to monsoon season.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Communica-
tion and Works, Mir Saleem
Khosa has stated that there
is a key role of heavy ma-
chinery in improvement of
infrastructure as such it
must be ready to tackle any
emergent situation.

The Minister was
speaking on occasion of the
visit to different sections of
the E and M Workshop
Division of the department
here on Tuesday.

The Secretary C&W
Department Lal Jan Jaffar,
Chief Engineer E and M,
Mehrullah Jogezai and oth-
ers were also present on the
occasion.

The Minister and Sec-
retary C&W went round of

different sections of the
workshop. He was also
briefed about the overall
working of the department
and its E and M Division.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Secretary C&W
said that there is a key role
of the department in devel-
opment of the infrastruc-
ture. In this role, the role of
heavy machinery of the de-
partment has the backbone
status. The Minister di-
rected to keep the heavy
machinery ready in every
kind of situation.

He said that it is our
top priority to resolve the
issues of department on
priority basis. The Secre-
tary C&W directed to keep
the out of order machinery
in Workshop in order.

GWADAR (INP): Gwadar
Environment Department
(GED) operationalized an
early warning meteorologi-
cal system at Gwadar Port
in collaboration with China
Meteorological Administra-
tion (CMA) to help analyze
and identify potential
weather- and climate-re-
lated risks and hazards in
Gwadar. “It aims at en-
abling early actions to save
and protect lives, liveli-
hoods and assets of people
at risk,” GED official told
Gwadar Pro.

“In 2022, Balochistan

and Gwadar suffered severe
flooding, resulting in sig-
nificant damage to lives, in-
frastructure, and livelihoods
of the affected population.

The estimated damage
to Balochistan Province
amounted to $1.625 bil-
lion,” he said.  With the
early warning system,
Gwadar is better posi-
tioned to deal with fre-
quent, extreme, and unpre-
dictable climate-related haz-
ards. The early warning
system is made up of four
elements: disaster risk
knowledge, detection.

QUETTA (APP): Medical
Superintendent of Provin-
cial Sandmen Civil Hospi-
tal Quetta Dr. Ishaq Panezai
on Wednesday said that the
77th Independence Day
would be celebrated with
full enthusiasm and a na-
tional spirit.

Addressing a cer-
emony organized by a pri-
vate university in the
Children’s Ward of the Civil
Hospital regarding the cel-
ebration of Independence,
he said that our forefathers
had made great sacrifices
for Pakistan, everyone, in-
cluding the youth, should
play a role in the safety and
stability of the country.

Al-Hamad University
Registrar, Urwa Javed, a

large number of children and
their parents also partici-
pated in the event.

MS Civil Hospital,
Dr. Ishaq Paniz said that on
the occasion of Indepen-
dence Day, the entire nation
should unite and pledge to
spread the teachings of
peace, brotherhood, and
love to and enlighten future
generations about the sac-
rifices of their elders.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Registrar Al-
Hamad University, Urwa
Javeed said that freedom
was a great blessing and
August 14 was a day of
unity and agreement for the
Pakistani nation, the whole
nation was proud of this
great blessing.


