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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Parliamen-
tarians offering funeral prayer of Shaheed Ismail Haniyeh.

ISLAMABAD: President, Asif Ali Zardari ex-
changing views with Syedaal Khan, Acting Chair-
man Senate during meeting held at Aiwan-e-Sadr
in Islamabad.

QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan
Abdul Khaliq Sheikh enquiring about health of traf-
fic Head Constable Mustafa Khan, injured in fir-
ing in Pishin, at Trauma Center

UETTA: Founder of Al-Hijra Residential School and
College Abdul Karim Saqib meeting with Provincial
Minister for Education Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani

QUETTA: Speaker Balochistan Assembly Captain
(Retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai meeting with Gover-
nor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

Cabinet approves Rs. 5m
aid package for each

family of missing persons
Law Ministers says special committee to examine genuine cases of

missing persons; Aid package approved after cabinet reviewed reports;
Assistance an attempt to share grief of missing persons; Cabinet also
approves signing of MoU to enhance trade cooperation with China

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar on
Friday said that the federal
cabinet had approved a
support package for the
families of the missing per-
sons under which they
would be given financial and
legal assistance.

He said that each fam-
ily of the missing persons
would be given a grant of
Rs5 million to address their
financial troubles.

Addressing a press con-
ference, the minister said
that the federal cabinet has
approved the recommenda-
tions of two committees set
up on the issue of missing
persons. It has also been
decided to take measures
including giving relief and
legislation to stop the inci-
dents of disappearances in
future, he said.

The law minister said
that the cabinet has decided
to constitute a committee
to prepare a mechanism for
financial assistance to the
affected families.

Furthermore, the Na-
tional Database Regulatory
Authority (NADRA) and
revenue authorities would
be given instructions to ad-
dress the problems of these
families related to heirship
and property.

He said that due to the
terrorism, the country had
been facing various internal
challenges, adding that
there were several complex
reasons behind the inci-
dents of disappearances.

Azam Nazeer said that
the state institutions have
also extended positive co-
operation and they wanted
to address this issue under
legal framework.

Continued on page 2

Pakistan observes mourning day in solidarity with Palestine

Public fury to boil over if zionist state not held
accountable for bloodshed in Palestine: PM warns

NA passes resolution unanimously to condemn Israeli oppression; express complete
solidarity with Palestinians; Parliamentarians condemns assassination of Ismail Haniyeh

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing Na-
tional Assembly Session on situation in Palestine.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday strongly
condemning the unabated
bloodshed of Palestinian
people by the Israeli occu-
pation forces and the kill-
ing of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh, warned that the
lava of public anger would
get out of control if the Zi-
onist state was not held ac-
countable.

“The Zionist state has
crossed all the limits of
crimes... The lava of public
anger is boiling... If justice
does not prevail and the

Zionist state killing inno-
cent people is not held to
account, the lava of public
fury will be in no one’s con-
trol. It will risk the annihi-
lation of world’s peace and
development,” the prime
minister said addressing the
National Assembly after
the House unanimously
passed a resolution calling
Haniyeh’s killing a ‘delib-
erate conspiracy to sabo-
tage’ Gaza ceasefire efforts
and condemning the ongo-
ing Israeli “state oppres-
sion and brutality” in Gaza.

The prime minister,

who earlier also highlighted
the issue in the cabinet
meeting chaired by him a
while ago and coalition par-
ties meeting on Thursday,
said the whole Muslim
world including the Paki-
stani nation was grieved
over Ismail Haniyeh’s kill-
ing.

Thanking the members
from both sides of the aisle
for evolving a consensus on
the resolution, he said the
parliament’s voice would
resonate the world over to
shock the enemies of Paki-
stan and strengthen its

friends.
He highlighted that the

Palestinian people were
suffering the worst blood-
shed by the Zionist state
for the last nine months
which killed around 40,000
people including thousands
of women and children.

“The cities have turned
into cemeteries. The cries
have taken over the joys and
smiles of the playing chil-
dren. Palestine is giving a
deserted look,” the prime
minister said and questioned
the inaction and helpless-
ness of the world to end the

Israeli oppression.
He said not only the

Muslims rather every
peace-loving human being,
regardless of faith or creed,
was questioning the non-
implementation of the in-
ternational laws and human
rights charters for which the
world bodies including the
United Nations were cre-
ated.

“This is a question by
an infant who was killed
moments after his birth.
This is a question by a

Continued on page 2

PM, Parliamentarians
offer Ismail Haniyeh’s

funeral prayer
ISLAMABAD (APP):Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
members of the Federal Cabinet and the Parliamentar-
ians on Friday offered the funeral prayer in absentia of
Ismail Haniyeh, the Chief of the Political Bureau of Hamas,
martyred in Tehran.

The funeral prayer was held across the country as
part of the government’s decisions, taken on Thursday
which also included the observance of a day of mourning.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar, National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
Minister for Information and Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar, Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar, and leaders of
the ruling coalition as well as the opposition parties also
offered the funeral prayer.

They prayed for the elevation of the rank of the mar-
tyr in paradise, peace in Palestine and the betterment of
the Muslim world.

President Zardari grieves
rain-related losses, urges
swift action to aid affected

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Friday expressed deep
sorrow over the loss of
lives and damage to prop-
erties caused by rain-re-
lated incidents across vari-
ous regions of the country.

In a statement issued by
the President House, he
conveyed his heartfelt con-
dolences to the families of
those who lost their lives.
The president underscored
the urgency of accelerating
relief efforts to aid those
affected.

President Zardari also
called for the implementa-
tion of precautionary mea-
sures to safeguard lives and
prevent further rain-related
tragedies. He emphasized
the importance of timely
actions by the administra-
tion to ensure the effective
drainage of rainwater and
mitigate the risks of future
incidents.

In his prayers, Zardari
sought divine peace for the
departed souls and strength
for the bereaved families to
endure their loss.

Two cops martyred
as convoy of judges

attacked in Tank
TANK (INP): Two cops
were martyred and two oth-
ers injured when terrorists
attacked a convoy of judges
squad vehicles in here on
Friday.

According to details,
terrorists attacked the con-
voy of judges squad at Dera
Ismail Khan road near
Bhagwal area of district

Tank of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.  As a result
of firing, two policemen in-
cluding Abdullah and
Samad were martyred while
two officials were injured.
The martyred cops be-
longed to South Waziristan.

The assailants fled the
scene after retaliatory ac-
tion of police.

PM Shehbaz seeks debt
reprofiling from China
to secure IMF bailout
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday wrote a letter to
China with a request of debt
reprofiling for Pakistan to
secure the IMF’s approval
for a $7 billion economic
bailout by next month.

According to reports,
Pakistan had sought the
r e p r o f i l i n g  o f  mo r e
than $27 billion in debt
and liabilities with friendly
countries including China,
Saudi Arabia and UAE to
secure a 37-month IMF
bailout package.

“I have written a letter
to China, it’s a matter of
public domain now, for
[debt] reprofiling,” said the
prime minister while chair-
ing a cabinet meeting on
Friday.

The World Bank de-
fines the debt reprofiling as
“modifications of the aggre-

gate schedule of future
country repayments
through refinancing, debt
substitution, or renegotia-
tions.”

The process can help
a country to mitigate the
currency risk that often
exacerbates debt
sustainability issues. The
pr ime min is ter  al so
lauded the friendly ties
with China.

“Nobody was ready to
invest in our energy sector
at the time, but China
stepped in and began
CPEC, it was the only
country to intervene,” said
the prime minister, while
commending the role of
China in  developing
Pakistan’s infrastructure.

A day earlier, a 12-
meber high-powered Chi-
nese delegation also called
on Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in Islamabad.

BYC ends Gwadar sit-in
after successful negotiations
QUETTA (INP):  In a ma-
jor development, the
Baloch Yakjehti Committee
(BYC) has called off its sit-
in in Gwadar district after
successful negotiations
with the government.

The sit-in was called off
after an agreement was
signed between Dr.
Mahrang Baloch, repre-
senting the protesters, and
the Gwadar district’s
deputy commissioner, says
in media reports.

According to a state-
ment issued by the
Balochistan Home Minis-
try, the agreement has led
to the restoration of internet
services in the region.

“The ministry vowed
to open all the roads for traf-
fic and remove obstacles

from the roads,” the deputy
commissioner added. “The
arrested people would be
released after the protest-
ors disperse peacefully,” it
added.

The ministry has also
vowed to reopen all roads
for traffic and remove ob-
stacles, ensuring the smooth
movement of vehicles. Ad-
ditionally, the deputy
commissioner has as-
sured that arrested indi-
viduals will be released
once the protesters disperse
peacefully.

 The sit-in began when
protesters were prevented
from attending the BYC’s
meeting in Gwadar, result-
ing in the dispersal of con-
voys and injuries to 14
people in Mastung.

FS briefs diplomats on
situation in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):In the run up to the fifth ‘Youm-
e-Istehsal’, Foreign Secretary Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazi on Friday briefed the Islamabad-based diplomats
on the situation in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK).

In the meeting, he underscored the grave consequences
of India’s actions of 5 August 2019 from the perspective
of international law, human rights, and peace and secu-
rity, a statement issued by the Foreign Office said.

20 injured in
Qila Saifullah
road accident

QILA SAIFULLAH
(APP): Twenty persons
were injured in a road
accident that took place
near Kan Mahtarzini
area of Qila Saifullah
district of Balochistan
region, tv channels quot-
ing Levies authorities
reported on Friday.

According to details,
a rashly driven passen-
ger coach was crossing
the Kan Matarzini area
when it plunged into a
deep ditch.

As a result, some
twenty persons were in-
jured in the incident. The
Levies authorities after
receiving reports rushed
to the site for shifting the
injured to hospital. In-
vestigations are under-
way.

Khawaja Asif says

PTI’s claims of
forming govt
are hollow,

unwarranted
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif on Friday
ruled out any possibility
for the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) to hold the reins
of government anytime
soon. Taking a jibe at PTI
founder Imran Khan’s sis-
ter, Aleema Khan, the min-
ister said that Khan’s
sister’s tone and tenor in her
recent press talk was di-
rected at requests to the
establishments for talks,
adding that no one would
talk to them until they were
taken to justice for orches-
trating May 9 violence.

“Imran Khan was de-
nying his involvement in
May 9 incidents earlier, but
finally he took the respon-
sibility of the events. PM
Shehbaz had also extended
an olive branch to the PTI
in the National Assembly.

Senate deputy
chairman calls
on President

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Chairman of Sen-
ate Syedaal Khan on Friday
called on President Asif Ali
Zardari here.

In the meeting, they
discussed the overall situa-
tion in the country and the
legislative matters of the
Senate, according to a Presi-
dent House press release.

NA Defence body expresses affirmation to
armed forces for defending territorial integrity

MCQ bans
commercial
activities in
residential

areas
QUETTA (APP): Admin-
istrator Metropolitan
Corporation Quetta
(MCQ) and Commis-
sioner Quetta Division
Muhammad Hamza
Shafqaat has issued di-
rectives to ban various ac-
tivities in the territory of
provincial capital.

The Administrator
has prohibited the com-
mercial activities in resi-
dential areas of Quetta
and the residential build-
ings would not be used for
commercial purposes.

The civic body has
also proscribed the con-
struction of commercial
building and residential
flats on agricultural land
alongside the roads un-
der construction of
Quetta Development
Package.

The establishment of
commercial centers on
land adjacent to roads
constructed in Quetta
Development Package
without getting certifi-
cate/NOC from Deputy
Commissioner Office
Quetta will be prohib-
ited.

The metropolitan
corporation has re-
stricted the construction
of commercial buildings,
plazas, flats in the city
without prior approval
and NOC from compe-
tent authority under
Building Code and
Balochistan Building
Control and Town Plan-
ning Rules.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ex-
pressing affirmation, the
National Assembly Stand-
ing Committee on Defence
unanimously appreciated
the Armed Forces for pre-
serving and defending the
national sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Paki-
stan.

The committee re-
solved that the Armed
Forces of Pakistan belong
to them and they are with
the Armed Forces.

This resolve was ex-
pressed by the Committee
in its in camera meeting held
on Friday in the Parliament
House under the Chairman-
ship of Member National
Assembly (MNA), Fateh

Ullah Khan, a news release
said.

Earlier the Secretary,
Ministry of Defence,
briefed the Committee on
the organizational structure
and working of the Minis-
try.  He informed the Com-
mittee about the role and
responsibilities of the Min-
istry; assigned to it, under
the Rules of Business 1973.
He said that the Ministry
plays the role of a bridge
between the Government
and the Armed Forces in
terms of all defence-related
matters. The committee
while appreciating the min-
istry over its comprehensive
briefing, unanimously ex-
pressed its resolve to sup-

port the Armed Forces in
their endeavors to make the
defence of Pakistan, impreg-
nable. Paying homage to the
Martyrs for their sacrifices
in the way of defence of
Pakistan, the committee
unanimously decided to
visit the Yadgar-e-Shuhada.

The meeting was at-
tended by MNAs; Aqeel
Malik, Ibrar Ahmed, Muhammad
Aslam Ghumman,
Muhammad Miqdad Ali
Khan,  Ghulam Muhammad,
Aurangzeb Khan Khichi,
Sadiq Iftikhar, Pullain
Baloch, Sharmila Sahiba
Faruqui Hashaam and Sec-
retary and other senior of-
ficers of the Ministry of
Defence.

Shafqat Abbas appointed
as Director General PID
Lahore Regional Office

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: In a signifi-
cant move, the Government
of Pakistan has appointed
seasoned information officer
Shafqat Abbas, a Grade 20
official in the Information
Group, as the Director Gen-
eral of the Press Information
Department (PID) Regional
Office in Lahore. This ap-
pointment, effective from
July 15, 2024, underscores
the government’s commit-
ment to strengthening its in-
formation dissemination
machinery.

A distinguished and ac-
complished officer, Shafqat
Abbas brings a wealth of
experience to his new role,
having served in various
high-profile positions
within the Ministry of In-
formation and its affiliated
departments and organiza-
tions.

His illustrious career
includes stints as Director
Home Publicity in PID
Islamabad, Deputy Direc-
tor General Information

Service Academy, and Joint
Secretary in the Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting. Additionally, he has
had the privilege of serving
as PRO to former Prime
Ministers Shaukat Aziz and
Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani, as
well as Director/PSO in the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. Prior to
this appointment, he held
the position of Director
General of PID Lahore Re-
gional Office, further solidi-
fying his reputation as a
seasoned information man-
agement expert.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of the Federal Cabinet.

QUETTA: Opposition Leader in Balochistan Assembly, Younas Aziz Zehri along
with Former MPA, Naseebullah Mari and others are offering Fateha over the
sad demise of aunt of Mir Saleem Ahmed Khosa, Provincial Minister for Com-
munication and Works Department during condolence meeting held in Quetta.

QUETTA: Members of Tehreek Labbaik Islam are holding protest demon-
stration against Supreme Court decision in Mubarak Sani case, at Quetta
press club.

Public fury to boil over if zionist state not held...
Continued from page 1

mother, now in paradise,
whose baby was aborted
after she was killed. This is
a question by a child await-
ing his mother in the hospi-
tal... Finally, the answer has
to be given,” he remarked.

He told the House that
all including the resolutions
of the UN General Assem-
bly and UN Security Coun-
cil, decisions of the Inter-
national Court of Justice,
human rights declarations,
protests, and appeals for
peace from the world went
unread.

Terming the killing of
Ismail Haniyeh as a blow to
peace efforts, he called for
holding the killers to account
and reiterated Pakistan’s
condemnation of extrajudi-
cial and extraterritorial kill-
ings.

The prime minister also
recalled the recent killing of
Ismail Haniyeh’s three sons
and four grandchildren and
said the nation having ren-
dered such huge sacrifices
could not be defeated.

He also apprised the
House of the government’s
decisions to observe a day
of mourning on Friday, of-
fering Haniyeh’s funeral
prayer in absentia, contin-
ued dispatch of humanitar-
ian aid and medical aid for
the Palestinians, and the en-
rollment of Palestinian medi-
cal students in Pakistan’s
medical colleges.

Meanwhile the Na-
tional Assembly (NA) on
Friday unanimously passed
a resolution, strongly con-
demning the Israeli ongoing
state oppression and brutal-
ity in Palestine.

The House expressed
complete solidarity with the
Palestinian brothers and sis-

ters and extended condo-
lences to the family of
Ismail Haniyeh and the
people of Palestine. The
resolution was moved by
the deputy prime minister
and foreign minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar in the
House on behalf of all po-
litical parties.

The House also called
on the international commu-
nity to take effective action
to halt Israel’s oppression
and brutalities and deliver
justice to the Palestinian
people.

The house called for an
immediate and comprehen-
sive ceasefire the provision
of sustainable and unhin-
dered humanitarian assis-
tance to the beleaguered
Palestinians, and immediate
withdrawal of Israeli occu-
pation forces from Gaza in
accordance with the UN
Security Council Resolu-
tion 2735 (2024).

“This house decides
that Pakistan will continue
to supply aid to Palestine
and take effective measures
for medical assistance to the
oppressed Palestinian
brothers and sisters, includ-
ing medical treatment in Pa-
kistan,” the resolution said.

The house resolved that
Palestine medical students
would be given admission in
Pakistan’s medical colleges
on gratis basis to complete
their education.

“The House also decides
to observe a day of mourn-
ing across Pakistan on 2nd
August as a mark of solidar-
ity with our Palestinian
brothers and sisters and to
unequivocally condemn Is-
raeli brutality,” the resolu-
tion further said.

It was also decided to
hold funeral prayers in ab-
sentia for martyr Ismail

Haniyeh across the country
after Friday prayers today.

“The House calls on the
United Nations Security
Council to take effective
measures to impose its call
for a ceasefire in Gaza to
stop the genocidal war be-
ing waged against Palestin-
ian people and hold Israel
accountable for its war
crimes and crimes against
humanity inflicted upon the
Palestinians.

It also called for the im-
mediate admission of the
State of Palestine as a full
member of the United Na-
tions.

The resolution said, “
whereas the atrocities by
Israel on Palestinians have
escalated causing immense
suffering and loss of over
40,000 innocent lives so far,
including women and chil-
dren”.

Whereas all parliamen-
tary parties in the National
Assembly expressed their
unified grief and anger over
the ongoing Israeli oppres-
sion and brutality against
the people of Palestine for
the past nine months, the
resolution said.

The resolution further
said, “ Whereas the assas-
sination of Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran
has added to the angst and
grief, and such incidents are
seen as deliberate conspira-
cies to sabotage efforts to
stop the ongoing oppres-
sion and brutality against
Palestinians and to estab-
lish peace in the region”.

“Whereas the Israeli
leadership is intent on ex-
pelling the population of
Palestine from their home-
land and despite clear ver-
dicts of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) and
resolution of the United

Nations General Assembly,
the UN Security Council,
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) and
calls by the UN Secretary-
General, Israel has not
stopped the indiscriminate
violence and attacks against
innocent Palestinians,” it
further said.

The House said that
such incidents not only de-
stroy the peace of the
world but also constitute a
dangerous escalation in an
already volatile region and
undermine efforts for
peace.

The parliamentarians
in the National Assembly
of Pakistan on Friday con-
demned the assassination of
former Palestinian Prime
Minister Ismail Hania in an
Israeli airborne guided
strike in Iran on Wednes-
day. Leader of the opposi-
tion Barrister Gohar said
that they stand with the
government of Pakistan on
the issue of the assassina-
tion of Ismail Hania.

“We Stand as one Na-
tion in this regard” said Bar-
rister Gohar and added that
the killing of Ismail Hania
is the biggest tragedy.

He said Pakistan has
always been expressing
solidarity with the Palestin-
ians and Kashmiris and will
continue supporting their
struggle for freedom.

Israel and India are two
countries in the world that
violated international laws
without any fear but the
Muslim umma failed to re-
spond to the atrocities of
these two countries.

It is time to think
whether the Muslims are
weakest or Israel is so pow-
erful that without any fear,
continuing the genocide of
innocent Palestinians.

Muslim Ummah was
unable to unite at one plat-
form Israel and failed to
achieve a ceasefire in Pales-
tine.

The civil societies in
the USA and Europe ar-
ranged rallies against Israeli
aggression but the Muslim
countries kept mum, said
Barrister Gohar.

Muslim world shall
have to come forward and
make their bloc in the
United Nations and
strengthen the platform of
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).

Member National As-
sembly Raja Pervez Ashraf
said that the entire world
and every single Pakistani
is mourning the assassina-
tion of Ismail Hania. He said
that Israel since its incep-
tion is continuing the kill-
ings in Palestine without
any fear and in violation of
International Laws.

He said that Palestin-
ians and Muslim Ummah is
weak against Israel and its
allies who lecture the world
on Human Rights but keep
their eyes closed against
Israeli violations of Human
Rights. He said that Israel
is bombing schools and hos-
pitals and openly violating
the Geneva Convention and
international norms and
values, the international
system of justice, the
United Nations’ security
council and so on.

He said the world cries
over petty issues in their
own countries but keeps
mum on the killings of in-
nocents in Palestine.

He said that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu received a
standing ovation at his ad-
dress to the US Congress
which is unfortunate.

He said that the govern-
ment has taken strict ac-
tions to resolve the issue of
missing persons. A number
of cases were addressed
through the Commission of
Inquiry on Enforced Disap-
pearances (CoIED), he
said.

The law minister as-
serted that the state is com-
mitted to address this issue
and would use its all re-
sources for this. Despite
heinous allegations, the
state has taken laudable
measures to give relief to
the families, he said.

Meanwhile the Fed-
eral Cabinet, chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, on Friday approved
the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) on Trade Promo-
tion Cooperation to en-
hance trade between China
and Pakistan.

The decision was
made on the recommenda-
tion of the Ministry of
Commerce. The MoU was
aimed at boosting bilateral
trade with focus on several
key areas such as smart
phone production, new
energy vehicles, textiles,
agricultural product pro-
cessing, pharmaceutical
manufacturing, and infor-
mation technology.

The Federal Govern-
ment also okayed the en-
actment of legislation con-
cerning the charter of the
National University of
Modern Languages, on the
recommendation of the
Ministry of Federal Edu-
cation and Professional
Training.

The cabinet also ap-
proved the bill for estab-
lishing King Hammad
University of Nursing
and Associated Medical
Sciences being estab-
lished in cooperation with
Bahrain on the recommen-
dation of the ministry
of Federal Education and
Professional Training.
The university will impart
education in Pakistan to
meet modern day chal-
lenges.

The report of the in-
ter-ministerial commit-
tee formed regarding the
missing persons ,  was
submitted to  the Fed-
eral Cabinet. .

The report said that
after the Afghan war, Pa-
kistan was gripped by ter-
rorism. Pakistan is facing
many internal challenges
due to terrorism. The com-
mission on missing persons
was working for the last
one decade.

Cabinet approves
Rs. 5m...

Continued from page 1

Mashhood reveals govt’s
master-plan to restore national
hockey glory, promote talent

IHC orders govt to remove
Faraz’s name from ECL

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Islamabad High Court has ordered the removal of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Shibli Faraz from the Exit Control List (ECL).

The court heard a petition filed by Faraz challenging his inclusion on the ECL,
which barred him from traveling abroad. Justice Tariq Mahmood Jahangiri presided
over the hearing, where Faraz appeared in court with his lawyer.

Faraz’s lawyer argued that his client was facing four FIRs and was already out on
bail in all cases.

The court questioned the government’s lawyer about the justification for keeping
Faraz on the ECL, to which the lawyer responded that they would comply with the
court’s order.

PCB set to put its foot down
over team indiscipline charges

Sports Desk
LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
decided to take violations
of discipline by players in
the recent World Cup and
other series more seriously.

According to sources,
the PCB has decided to fur-
ther review the issues of
team grouping and a lack of
discipline among players in
the ICC T20 World Cup
2024.

The board will set up a
committee, likely to be
headed by a former captain,
to review the report of head
coach Gary Kirsten and
manager Wahab Riaz (who
had been shown the door
as chief selector).

Sources said action
could be taken against the
players who violated disci-
pline and promoted group-
ing in the team.

It should be remem-
bered that in the world cup
that was held in the USA
and West Indies, there were
reports of grouping in the

team and alleged violation
of discipline by ace bowler
Shaheen Shah Afridi’.

According to media re-
ports, Shaheen Shah
Afridi’s behaviour was not
good during the world cup
and team manager and chief
selector Wahab Riaz ig-
nored indiscipline.

Apart from this, there
were reports that during the
mega event, some players
were not even on talking
terms and berated one an-
other, which spoiled the
atmosphere in the dressing
room and affected perfor-
mance on the field.

According to sources,
the PCB has decided to fur-
ther review the issues of
team grouping and a lack of
discipline among players in
the ICC T20 World Cup
2024.

The board will set up a
committee, likely to be
headed by a former captain,
to review the report of head
coach Gary Kirsten and
manager Wahab Riaz (who

had been shown the door
as chief selector).

Sources said action
could be taken against the
players who violated disci-
pline and promoted group-
ing in the team.

It should be remem-
bered that in the world cup
that was held in the USA
and West Indies, there
were reports of grouping
in the team and alleged
violation of discipline by
ace bowler Shaheen Shah
Afridi’.

According to media re-
ports, Shaheen Shah
Afridi’s behaviour was not
good during the world cup
and team manager and chief
selector Wahab Riaz ig-
nored indiscipline.

Apart from this, there
were reports that during the
mega event, some players
were not even on talking
terms and berated one an-
other, which spoiled the
atmosphere in the dressing
room and affected perfor-
mance on the field.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s hockey glory
days are set to return as
Chairman of the Prime
Minister’s Youth Program,
Rana Mashhood Ahmad
Khan Friday has unveiled
the government’s compre-
hensive master-plan to re-
store the national team’s
supremacy and promote
young talent.

Talking to a private
news channel, Rana
Mashhood emphasized
that the national hockey
league would be a game-
changer for Pakistan’s
hockey landscape, offering
a unique opportunity for
the country’s youth to
compete against interna-
tional teams and learn from
the best.

This, he believes,
would not only enhance
their skills but also instill a
sense of pride and owner-
ship among the players.

“The government’s ini-
tiative to launch a national
hockey league in December
is a testament to PM’s vi-
sion of empowering youth
and promoting sports in
the country”, he men-
tioned.

By providing a world-
class platform for young
hockey players, the govern-
ment aims to identify and
nurture talent, enabling Pa-
kistan to reclaim its right-
ful place among the world’s
top hockey-playing na-
tions, he added.

Chairman Rana
Mashhood Ahmad Khan
credited Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s vision and
direction for the recent re-
surgence of Pakistan’s na-
tional hockey team.

He revealed that the
Prime Minister had given
clear instructions to revive
the past glory of Pakistan’s
national game, which had

been in decline for over a
decade.

He expressed optimism
that this momentum would
continue, and Pakistan’s
hockey team would soon
regain its former glory and
bring laurels to the country.

Rana Mashhood em-
phasized that the
government’s efforts to re-
vive Pakistan’s hockey
glory extend beyond the
national team, with a focus
on restoring departmental
sports as well.

He revealed that meet-
ings are being organized
with various federations to
prepare a comprehensive
roadmap for the future of
hockey in Pakistan.

This collaborative ap-
proach aims to ensure a
sustainable and structured
development o f  the
sport, from grassroots to
the  nat ional level, he
added.

Ban on X to end once rules are made: Azma
LAHORE (APP): Punjab Information Minister Azma Bukhari has said the PML-N
government is not against social media, but it wants rules and regulations to regulate
the sector. If rules are made, then the ban on the social media site ‘X’ will also end,
she promised.  Talking to the media at Lahore High Court on Friday, she said:
“Today, I am very happy and satisfied that Lahore High Court chief justice raised very
important questions regarding the social media forums.”

To a question about the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder, she said he
should apologise first over May-9 incident, he must admit that he and his party made
a mistake, then his issues would be resolved under the relevant laws.

There are laws for regulating social media in many countries, she said and added
that laws are made to solve problems in every country. Freedom of expression must not
be misused, which was being done in our society, she regretted.

FBR Chairman administers
oath to IRSOA office bearers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) Malik
Amjed Zubair Tiwana here
on Friday took oath from
the newly elected office
bearers of Management
Board of IRS Officers As-
sociation (IRSOA).

According to press re-
lease the management board
comprised Waseem Hayat
Bajwa, President; Naib Ali
Pathan, Senior Vice Presi-
dent; Ms. Nafeesa Satti, Ex-
ecutive Vice President; Ali
Saleh Hayat Kalyar, Secre-
tary General; Ghulam
Mustafa Dogar, Joint Sec-
retary; Sohail Anjum, Press
Secretary; Ms. Riffat Aziz,
Treasurer and Muhammad
Zarar Irshad, Coordinator.

After swearing oath,
President IRSOA shared the
recommendations to meet
the challenges currently be-
ing faced by IRS officers.

He highlighted the issue
of inadequate human re-
source vis-a-vis the popu-
lation and number of taxpay-
ers. UK, US, Canada and
Japan has tax workforce

four times that of FBR, with
their population less than
half of Pakistan.

To meet this deficiency,
3200 vacancies in BS (1 to
15) are to be filled, 1500 to
2000 new inspectors are to
be recruited and 100 to 125
new seats are to be created
in BS 20 & 21, he said.

He added that FBR has
limited outreach across the
country with not more than
100 offices as compared to
525 in Japan and 100 in To-
kyo alone. 145 District Tax
Offices are to be established
across the country with the
necessary infrastructure,
HR and logistics.

He further elaborated
the issue of slow career pro-
gression especially in BS 19
to 21 which can be resolved
through up-gradation of
posts of 6 CCIRs from BS
20 to 21, establishment of 4
new directorates of Anti
Money Laundering, creation
of 50 to 60 BS-20 seats in
district tax offices, 6 BS-20
seats of CIR (Appeals) and
75 BS-21 seats for 100
benches of IRS Tribunal.

Senate body asks Ministry
to submit report on

investigations conducted
in RBOD-I, RBOD-III

I S L A M A B A D
(APP):The Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Water
Resources on Friday
asked the ministry to sub-
mit a report on the inves-
tigations conducted in
RBOD-I and III.

The committee which
met with Shahadat Awan
in the Chair reviewed the
updated status of recom-
mendations given in its
previous meeting.

Secretary Ministry of
Water Resources, Syed Ali
Murtaza informed the
committee that the
projects were completed
on time but were damaged
due to the torrential rains
and floods of 2022.

WAPDA has prepared
PC-I and now requires
concurrence from the
Sindh Irrigation Depart-
ment, as RBOD-I and
RHOD-III are managed by
the Sindh Government. Addi-
tionally, the Committee rec-
ommended that vacant
posts up to BS-16 in the
ministry and commission
be filled as soon as pos-
sible. Minister for Water
Resources Dr Musadik
Malik stated that a request
was made to the Federal
Public Service Commis-
sion 13 years ago to fill
these vacant posts, but
they have not been filled
to date.

The Ministry has
now initiated the process

and submitted a request to
the Establishment Divi-
sion to fill  the vacant
posts up to BS-16.

Furthermore, the
Committee recommended
that the Federal Flood
Commission (FFC) up-
date its website regularly
with current data on riv-
ers and the monsoon. The
Secretary confirmed that
the FFC website is re-
viewed regularly, with
weather and flood updates
uploaded daily.

Additionally, the
Committee unanimously
ratified the nomination of
Senator Saadia Abbasi as
a member of the Board of
Governors of the Pakistan
Council of Research in
Water Resources.

Moreover, the Com-
mittee hold an In Camera
session to deliberate on the
recent developments in
Indus Water Treaty,1960.

The meeting was at-
tended by Senator
Mohammad Humayun
Mohmand,Senator Saeed
Ahmed Hashmi, Senator
Poonjo Bheel, Senator
Hidayatullah Khan, Sena-
tor Khalil Tahir, Federal
Minister for Water Re-
sources Senator Musadik
Malik, Secretray for Min-
istry of Water Resources
Syed Ali Murtaza and
other senior officials of
relevant departments were
also in attendance.

More rain-windstorm/
thundershower likely at
various parts of country

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has fore-
cast more rain-windstorm/
thundershower with
chances of scattered heavy
falls and isolated very
heavy falls in Sindh, north-
east/southeast Balochistan,
Kashmir, Punjab, Potohar
Region, Islamabad, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-
Baltistan during the next 24
hours.

While heavy falls are
also expected in Sindh,

southeast Balochistan, up-
per Punjab, Potohar Re-
gion, Islamabad, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Kashmir.

As per synoptic situa-
tion, strong monsoon cur-
rents were continuously
penetrating from Arabian
Sea and Bay of Bengal in
most central/southern parts
of the country and likely to
enter in upper parts from
today (evening/night). A
westerly wave was also
likely to affect northern
parts of the country.
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ISLAMAAD: A large banner hangs over the Zero
Point Bridge in Federal Capital, observing a com-
memorating 5 August 2019 as a Black Day in the
history of Jammu and Kashmir.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a
meeting with speaker Punjab Assembly Malik
Ahmad Khan.

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting regarding Jinnah Medical Com-
plex in Islamabad

Senator Sherry Rehman, Chairperson of the Standing Committee Senate on
Climate Change and Environmental Coordination, visited the Benazir In-
come Support Programme (BISP) Headquarters Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Activists of Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen hold a banner dur-
ing protest in the Federal Capital, to condemn the assassination of Hamas
political chief Ismail Haniyeh.

ISLAMABAD: Asifa Bhutto Zardari talking to
MNAs during national assembly session at parlia-
ment house.

Student volunteers of
CUST University

visits Security Division

Italy, UK embassies’
delegation visits

Traffic Headquarters
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, following the
special directives of Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, the Chief Traffic

and briefed on their pro-
cesses and effectiveness.

CTO Islamabad
briefed the delegation that
ITP is playing a vital role
in various sections through
modern technical projects

Office (CTO) Muhammad
Sarfraz Virk gave a tour of
Traffic headquarter to Italy
and UK embassy delega-
tion, a public relations of-
ficer said.

He said that the del-
egation was briefed about
the Islamabad Traffic Po-
lice (ITP) central system,
modern technological digi-
tal one-window operational
halls, and other sections,

including traffic police field
operations and the e-challan
system.

Moreover, the delega-
tion was informed that ITP
is deploying all resources to
ensure the provision of all
facilities under one roof for
citizens coming to obtain
driving licenses and for the
protection of life and prop-
erty of citizens through
modern technology.

CDA Chairman directs
setting up kiosks, desks
for plant distribution

Kiyani urges
Opposition to choose

solutions over agitation
ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
bid to promote construc-
tive politics and find solu-
tions to the country’s
pressing issues, Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Bilal
Azhar Kayani Friday urged
the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI)
leadership to adopt a col-
laborative approach with
the government, cautioning
against the ‘politics of agi-
tation’ that could only fur-
ther exacerbate the situa-
tion.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
has already initiated efforts
to address the pressing
public issues and alleviate
the burden on the poor.

The government has
launched several initiatives
aimed at providing relief to
the most vulnerable seg-
ments of society, including
increased funding for social
welfare programs, and mea-
sures to reduce inflation.

The government has
been engaging in negotia-
tions with the Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) leadership to
address the shared concerns
of public issues, with mul-
tiple meetings held in recent
weeks, he mentioned.

These discussions
have focused on finding
common ground and col-
laborative solutions to
pressing problems, includ-
ing inflation, unemploy-
ment, and social inequality,
he added.

We are ready to work
for alleviating the suffering
of the common man and
bring improvement in over-
all governance of the coun-
try, he highlighted.

The government has
assured the JI leadership
that their concerns will be
taken seriously and incor-
porated into policy deci-
sions, paving the way for a
united front in tackling the
challenges facing the nation,
he added. Responding to a
query about PTI protest
call, he said the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party has been accused of
lacking a genuine public is-
sue agenda, instead priori-
tizing the personal politics
of Imran Khan.

The government is not
succumbing to pressure
from the PTI’s agitating
politics, and is instead fo-
cused on implementing its
policy agenda and address-
ing the pressing issues fac-
ing the nation, he said.

Public, tourists asked to download
‘PAK NDMA-Disaster Alert’ app

for real-time weather updates
ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the country braces for an-
other monsoon spell of se-
vere weather, Zahra
Hassan, Team Lead Man-
ager at the National Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) Friday
urged citizens to take pro-
active measures to ensure
their safety and asked
them to download ‘Pak
NDMA Disaster Alert app
for real-time weather up-
dates.

Talking to a private
news channel, she explained
that this app was being de-
signed for early warning
alerts and Community en-
gagement, adding that it en-
ables NDMA, PDMA and
DDMAs to provide timely
risk communication through
necessary information and

critical alerts before disas-
ters.

She said it also fea-
tures regular Updates dur-
ing and after emergencies,
adding, developed with the
primary goal of enhancing
public safety and aware-
ness, this application is
serving as a vital tool to
keep users especially tour-
ists informed and prepared
in the face of various cri-
ses.

Responding a query,
she said the NDMA alert
warns that torrential rains
which will continue till Au-
gust 15 and can lead to ur-
ban flooding in low-lying
areas including AJK,
Lahore, Rajanpur,
Malakand, Sheikhupura,
Kasur, Sialkot, Sargodha,
Hyderabad Faisalabad,

Multan, Sahiwal,
Nowshera, and Peshawar.

Additionally, heavy
rains may further cause an
increase in water levels in
rivers of Chinab and Ravi,
she added.

She said the National
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) is
closely monitoring the
situation and issuing regu-
lar advisories to ensure
public safety during the
monsoon season.

With the ‘PAK
NDMA-Disaster Alert’
app, the authority is pro-
viding real-time updates on
weather forecasts, flood

warnings, and other
disaster-related information
to help citizens make in-
formed decisions, she
added.

Naqvi conducts surprise
visits of Khanna PS

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi made a surprise visit
to Khanna Police Station,
where he found the investi-
gating officers absent from
their offices, while com-
plainants were present.

The duty sub-inspec-
tor was unable to respond
to any questions and the
front desk room smelled of
cigarettes. Around 1500
motorcycles and several
cars were parked at the po-
lice station.

Mohsin Naqvi ex-
pressed displeasure at the
deplorable condition of the

police station.
He visited the front

desk, clerk’s room, and
lockup and inquired about
the cases of the accused in
the lockup. He ordered the
release of four individuals
who were arrested for park-
ing their carts in the wrong
place after completing nec-
essary legal proceedings.

The interior minister
emphasized that there is no
justification for parking
such a large number of mo-
torcycles in the police sta-
tion. The motorcycles be-
long to citizens and must
be returned to them.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA)
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
on Friday instructed setting
up kiosks and desks at main
markets and malls for dis-
tributing plants and flags to
boost citizen participation
in the monsoon tree plan-
tation drive. The CDA
Chairman who also holds
the charge of Chief Com-
missioner Islamabad
chaired a meeting to review
the performance of the
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Administration.

The meeting focused
on various key initiatives,
including the anti-encroach-

ment drive, price control ef-
forts, Islamabad Food
Authority’s activities, land
record digitization, and the
ongoing plantation drive.

The Chief Commis-
sioner was apprised on es-
tablishing embassy enclaves
for various countries and
major donors as part of the
plantation drive.

On the progress of the
anti-encroachment drive, he
instructed the installation of
fencing on recovered land to
prevent future encroach-
ments. He also directed the
ICT Administration to re-
lease weekly data compar-
ing fruit and vegetable
prices in Islamabad.

Mushtaq terms August 5
very painful, tragic day

in IIOJK history

PM directs early construction
of Jinnah Medical Complex

Says modern facilities should be provided to patients from all
over Pakistan at the Jinnah Medical Complex

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Friday said measures
should be ensured for early
construction of Jinnah
Medical Complex.

While chairing a re-
view meeting here, he said
Jinnah Medical Complex
should be made a modern
tertiary level hospital of not
only Pakistan but the re-
gion.

Modern facilities
should be provided to pa-
tients from all over Pakistan

at the Jinnah Medical Com-
plex, he said adding services
of prominent experts
should be hired for the
preparation of the master
plan of the hospital, for
technical assistance and
medical instruments.

“We established inter-
national standard Punjab
Kidney and Liver Institute
(PKLI),” he remarked add-
ing nefarious conspiracy
was hatched to destroy
PKLI by playing politics on
it.

He thanked Aga Khan
Foundation for its coopera-
tion in the construction of
Jinnah Medical Complex.

Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs Ahad
Khan Cheema, Deputy
Chairman Planning Com-
mission Jehanzeb Khan,
Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor for Health Mukhtar
Ahmed Bharath and high-
level officials attended the
meeting.

The meeting was told
about the master plan of the

hospital and on progress of
its construction.

It was informed that
Jinnah Medical Complex
would be made a trust
which would look after the
administrative affairs of the
hospital. Prime Minister
would be patron-in-chief of
the trust.

Internationally recog-
nized American experts
were working on the project
while Aga Khan Founda-
tion was providing techni-
cal assistance.

Panel discussion on Anti-Rape
Act 2021 highlights challenges
in gender based violence cases

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Law and
Justice, in collaboration
with the UK-Pakistan Se-
rious Crime and Law En-
forcement (UPSCALE)
programme, organized a
panel discussion to increase
awareness of the Anti-
Rape (Investigation and
Trial), Act 2021.

The event featured ex-
perts with experience in
implementing the Anti-
Rape Act and dealing with
cases of gender-based vio-
lence.

The session was inau-
gurated by Federal Secre-
tary for Law and Justice,
Raja Naeem Akbar and
chaired by Ayesha Raza
Farooq, Chairperson of the
Anti-Rape Special Com-

mittee. Notable experts
from law enforcement and
civil society including
Ghulam Sarwar Nihung,
Prosecutor General ICT,
Dr. Inam Waheed Khan,
DIG Police and Advisor
UPSCALE, Barrister
Usama Malik, Director,
Directorate of Legal Educa-
tion Pakistan, and Nida Aly,
Executive Director of the
Asma Jehangir Legal Aid
Cell, provided perspectives
on the challenges police,
prosecution and lawyers
face in ensuring justice for
women in gender-based
violence cases.

Member of the Spe-
cial Committee, and Com-
munity Protection Advisor
at UPSCALE, Zainab
Mustafa concluded the ple-

nary session by highlight-
ing the government’s com-
mitment to improving the
investigation and trial of
gender-based violence
crimes.

In his opening state-
ment, the Secretary Law
and Justice, Raja Naeem
Akbar stated, “This semi-
nar aims to create aware-
ness on the rights of the citi-
zens under the Anti-Rape
Act, 2021. In future, I hope
to see a continued commit-
ment from the Ministry of
Law and Justice, the Spe-
cial Committee, and all
those present today to-
wards creating a society
where fundamental human
rights are protected espe-
cially for the most vulner-
able groups.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): All
Party Hurriyat Conference
Information Secretary
Mushtaq Ahmed Butt on
Friday said that August 5
was a very painful and
tragic day in the history of
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).  The disputed re-
gion of Jammu and Kash-
mir was destroyed and the
special status of the state
was abolished and Article
370 and 35A were revoked,
he told APP.  He said that
IIOJK was turned the state
into an open prison where
10 millions of Indian armed
soldiers with modern weap-
ons humiliated the entire
humanity by abhorrently
taking away all basic, po-
litical, religious and social
rights from the oppressed
Kashmiris.

Mushtaq Butt said
that the Narendra Modi re-
gime has started an endless

series of atrocities and bar-
barism against innocent
Kashmiri people while
hundreds of houses were
demolished and people
were arrested regularly.

Freedom of expres-
sion, he said that social
media, electronic media, and
print media had been
banned in IIOJK in such a
way that everything seems
to be silenced. An atmo-
sphere of fear and terror
had been established in the
entire state.

He said that despite all
this oppression, the
Kashmiri people will con-
tinue their struggle for right
to self-determination to
achieve the goals.

He also appealed the
United Nations, Islamic
countries and all human
rights organizations to play
their role in ending the grow-
ing Indian oppression in
Kashmir.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, the student
volunteers of Capital Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology (CUST) visited Se-
curity Division Islamabad
and met with SP Diplo-
matic Protection Unit
(DPD) Raja Tahir, a public
relations officer said.

He said that, follow-
ing the special directives of
the Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Islamabad,
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, the
SP DPD Raja Tahir wel-
comed the delegation of
student volunteers of
CUST University and
briefed them about security

division police work.
The student delega-

tion visited the Security di-
vision under the Friends of
Police Program. The SP
DPD fully briefed the del-
egation about the proce-
dures and advantages of the
Security division. Later, the
delegation also visited the
CCTV control room, police
mess, stable, and diplomatic
enclave. Moreover, delega-
tion was fully informed
about their procedure and
usefulness, patrolling of
police in high Security
Zone and the performance
and utility of the police that
are playing an important
role in the security.

BISP pivotal role in
crisis caused by climate
change acknowledged

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of the Senate
Standing Committee on Cli-
mate Change and Environ-
mental Coordination,
Sherry Rehman Friday ac-
knowledged the role of
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) during
the crisis caused by climate
change and disasters.

During her visit to the
BISP headquarters, Senator
Sherry Rehman praised
BISP’s achievements, de-
scribing it as a success story
for Pakistan.

She underscored the
importance of international
partnerships and maintain-
ing strong relationships
with donor organizations for
the continued support and
well-being of BISP benefi-
ciaries.

Earlier, Sherry
Rehman was briefed on
BISP’s core initiatives, with
a special emphasis on its
role in addressing the crises
caused by climate change

and natural disasters.
Earlier, speaking on

the occasion, Chairperson
BISP, Senator Rubina
Khalid along with Addi-
tional Secretary Dr.
Muhammad Tahir Noor,
provided an overview of
BISP’s crucial interven-
tions, particularly during
the devastating floods of
2022.

They highlighted that
BISP was the first to reach
flood-affected communities
across the country through
its dynamic database, dis-
bursing Rs. 70 billion to 2.7
million families in need.

Senator Rubina Khalid
also discussed BISP’s pro-
active measures to handle
emergencies caused by cli-
mate change.

She introduced the
Hybrid Social Protection
Scheme, designed to pro-
mote savings culture among
beneficiaries, ensuring they
are better prepared for un-
foreseen climatic events.

CTD gets
one-day

custody of
Raoof Hassan
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
local court on Friday
granted the counter terror-
ism department a one-day
physical custody of PTI
leader Raoof Hassan in ter-
rorism case.

The accused was pro-
duced before Anti-Terror-
ism Court (ATC) Judge
Tahir Abbas Supra who also
heard his bail petition. An-
nouncing its verdict, the
court instructed the police
to present the accused again
tomorrow.

The CTD has arrested
the accused on July 31, in
terrorism case.

During this day’s hear-
ing, Prosecutor Raja Naveed
prayed the court to grant
further seven-day custody
of PTI’s information secre-
tary to investigate the other
names in the crime.

Naqvi grieved
over death of

IG Nasir’s
mother

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi expressed
grief and sorrow over the
death of IG Islamabad Po-
lice Ali Nasir Rizvi’s mother
on Friday. The Interior
Minister expressed heart-
felt sympathy and condo-
lences to Ali Nasir Rizvi
and the bereaved family

Mohsin Naqvi prayed
for the rest of the soul of
the deceased in peace and
grant of patience to the be-
reaved family members.

National
Youth Festival

to be held
soon; Rana

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Rana Mashhood Ahmed
Khan, Chairman, the Prime
Minister Youth Programme
(PMYP) on Friday said
that the National Youth
Festival would be held soon
to showcase the talent of
future generation.

Talking to the Speaker
of the Punjab Assembly
Malik Ahmed Khan, he said
all possible steps were
taken to empower the
youth as the future of Pa-
kistan is in the hands of the
talented and intelligent
youth.

Rana Mashhood also
apprised the speaker about
the initiatives and
programmes of PMYP.

Malik Ahmed on the
occasion appreciated the
efforts of Chairman PMYP
for providing opportunities
to the youth for a prosper-
ous future.

Court approves
bail of PTI’s
social media
coordinator

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
local court on Friday
granted post-arrest bail to
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI)’s international social
media coordinator Ahmed
Waqas Janjua in a case reg-
istered under Prevention of
Electronic Crime Act
(PECA).

The court granted the
bail against surety bonds
worth Rs 50,000 and or-
dered to release the ac-
cused.

The accused was pro-
duced before the court of
duty magistrate Abbas
Shah. He was accused of
spreading information of
terrorism on social media
and having explosive mate-
rial as well.

The Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) had reg-
istered a case against him
under PECA for anti-state
propaganda while the
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment of the police registered
an FIR regarding the recov-
ery of explosive material.

IHC stops
action against
DG NADRA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday suspended
the decision of the National
Database Regulatory Au-
thority (NADRA) and
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) related to the
non-verification of the de-
gree of Director General
(DG) NADRA.

Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani of IHC
heard the case. It may be
mentioned here that the
HEC had blacklisted the
account of Nadra’s DG for
degree verification.

The court stopped the
two institutions from tak-
ing any legal action against
the petitioner while sus-
pending their orders.
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Proscription regime
For over two decades, Pakistan
has been proscribing militant
groups. But while this list of
‘banned’ groups has kept ex-
panding, there has been little
noticeable reduction in militant
activity, apart from temporary
periods of calm.

Two fresh entries have been
made to Nacta’s list of banned
groups: the Hafiz Gul Bahadur
Group, closely linked to the
TTP, and the Baloch separat-
ist Majeed Brigade. Moreover,
the state has labelled the pro-
scribed TTP as ‘Fitna al
Khawarij’, a reference to the
rebel group dating back to the
early Islamic period. But be-
yond issuing notifications and
using historical and religious
terms to delegitimise terrorist
groups, a deeper probe is
needed to ascertain why the
state’s proscription regime has
failed to produce the desired
results.

Religiously inspired armed
groups are a product of the Zia-
era Afghan ‘jihad’, while nation-
alist militants with a separat-
ist bent, particularly in
Balochistan, have been around
for longer. While the sectarian
terrorist group Lashkar-i-
Jhangvi was banned in 2001
by the Musharraf regime, the
general outlawed five militant
groups en masse in January
2002. In the febrile post-9/11
geopolitical atmosphere, it was
widely believed that the late
strongman had acted to keep
Pakistan on the right side of
the Americans, who had issued
the ‘with us or against us’ ulti-
matum to foreign states. Re-
gardless of the motivation,
some action was taken against
jihadi and sectarian groups.
Yet 22 years after the event,
the list of proscribed outfits
has ballooned from five or six
to the current 81. The list is
an eclectic mix of armed reli-
gious outfits, separatists, and
NGOs. But again, the key ques-
tions are: why does the list
keep on growing, and why does
militancy continue?

It appears that the state has
pursued a flawed approach to-
wards banning groups. After
the first round of proscription
in 2002, many of the groups
took on new names and con-
tinued with business as usual.
In some cases, their funds
were not frozen, and their key
leaders remained free men.
Even today, some sectarian
groups continue to operate
with freedom under different
names. To truly neutralise the
militant threat, only represen-
tatives of the state — the mili-
tary and civil armed forces —
should be allowed to bear arms.
Moreover, the masterminds
and ideologues of terrorist
groups need to be prosecuted
legally, and all their sources of
funding frozen. A complemen-
tary effort to neutralise groups
promoting extremist ideologies
is also required.

Furthermore, the root
causes that attract many ordi-
nary citizens to the terrorist
cause — injustice, poverty,
lack of opportunity — need to
be addressed. After the 2002
proscription, this paper had
written that the ban “should
have a salutary effect on the
law and order situation … and
lead to … socioeconomic nor-
mality”. Twenty-two years
later, we still await this elu-
sive normality.

The class war Communal richness
Aasim Sajjad

Akhtar
Working people in Paki-
stan are literally struggling
to breathe. If they seek
some relief from the heat
by turning on a couple of
fans and using a refrigera-
tor (assuming they own
one), they will be hit with
an electricity bill well in
excess of their entire
household earnings. To
rub salt in their wounds,
they are forced to pay
through their teeth despite
long hours of
loadshedding.

It  should now be
common knowledge that
this is all happening be-
cause the World Bank and
IMF forced the so-called
IPPs down our throats in
1994, and we are now
stuck with binding agree-
ments to pay these power
producers at exorbitant
dollar rates. Our own ve-
nal ruling class — both
khaki supremos and civil-
ian juniors — refuse to
pay income tax at all, let
alone redistribute wealth,
so it is left to the blue- and
white-collar working
masses to foot the bill.

The IPP scandal is
only the tip of a very large
iceberg. The government
of Pakistan has to meet
public debt obligations of
$70 billion over the next
three years. This does not
include private debt to
commercial banks which
would make the figures
even more unfathomable.
Seen thus, the class war
against working people
will only intensify.

This war includes at-
tacks on livelihoods. Ur-
ban sprawl, due in signifi-
cant part to free-for-all
real estate development, is
swallowing up more and
more agricultural land.
Small and landless farm-
ers, as well as non-agricul-
tural castes, are thus in-
creasingly pushed to the
wayside, and forced into
daily wage work in the
metropole, bereft of any
social safety net. In vil-
lages proper, more and

more of the rural poor are
subject to some form of
servitude or left to aban-
don agriculture altogether.
Even middle-sized farmers
are under attack, as was
evidenced by the wheat
import scandal which pil-
laged large parts of the
Seraiki belt and parts of
otherwise prosperous
central Punjab.

The industrial work-
ing class, once a relatively
powerful entity which
could defend itself through
trade unions, is on the
back foot. Other than the
odd instance of resistance,
workers neither have se-
cure pay, decent working
conditions,  affordable
housing nor other basic
amenities.

Beyond ‘peaceful’,
metropolitan Pakistan,
another form of the class
war is playing out in the
long-suffering ethnic pe-
ripheries. The border trade
in and around towns like
Chaman and Taftan which
sustains millions of work-
ing families is being for-
mally criminalised even
while the biggest guns of
all continue to make wind-
fall profits from cars to
cigarettes and from Iranian
petrol to wheat.

Over the past week,
the so-called civilian gov-
ernment of Balochistan
demonstrated its unerring
commitment to colonial
statecraft against thou-
sands of peaceful protest-
ers who have sought to
gather in Gwadar and
other parts of the prov-
ince. Their crime was only
to voice their entirely le-
gitimate demands for eco-
nomic justice and an end
to enforced disappear-
ances.

In Gilgit-Baltistan,
Kashmir and KP, moun-
tainous highlands are be-
ing devastated in the name
of ‘tourism’ and ‘develop-
ment’.

Land and mineral
grabs are routine, the
nexus of state and private
capital running amok.
Here too wheat subsidies
are being slashed and elec-

tricity bills jacked up.
While there is heroic

resistance to this class
war, it tends to be in iso-
lated pockets. This is in
large part because there is
no shared understanding
of class, nation and em-
pire of the kind that once
animated progressives
across Pakistan’s un-
evenly developed social
formation.

This is not by chance.
The state and its organic
intellectuals have dili-
gently cultivated hateful
ideologies while clamping
down on progressive po-
litical workers, artists and
intellectuals. Today, a new
generation of progressives
is fighting for the op-
pressed in its own way,
but there is yet to be a
major breakthrough that
can transcend palace in-
trigues and cancel culture
that animates the major-
ity of young people.

Today’s class war is
arguably more intense and
harder to resist than in the
20th century when main-
stream politics was
deeply informed by pro-
gressive principles. We
should, however, take in-
spiration from iconic
organisations like the Na-
tional Students Federation
and Baloch Students
Organisation, which saw
the struggle of vibrant
trade union and farmers’
collectivities in Punjab and
other parts of metropoli-
tan Pakistan as part and
parcel of the struggle of
oppressed ethnic-nations,
and aligned themselves
with national liberation
struggles all  over the
world, including Vietnam,
Palestine, South Africa,
and many more.

With class war now
playing out on ecological
terrains that increasingly
places all  oppressed
peoples into the same
boat, perhaps this will
provide the impetus for
another universalist poli-
tics that can bring young
people together around a
shared vision of the fu-
ture.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Jan-e-Alam Khaki
Sectarianism (firqa
parasti) is disdained by
most r ight-thinking
people. What, however,
needs to be differentiated
is firqa and firqa parasti.
Firqa (branch or school of
thought) is a historical de-
velopment of a commu-
nity that has a different
perspective from the ma-
jority community based
on the reading and inter-
preting of sources, up-
holding the key ethical
principles of the faith as
shared by all. Sectarian-
ism or communalism, on
the other hand, is an atti-
tude or an orientation
where one sees their com-
munity as exclusively
right, holding the final
truth and all others as ab-
solutely wrong and worth
condemning.

Communities of in-
terpretation are those that
are based on the accep-
tance of the principle that
humans as individuals or
as a group living at the
same time or in the past,
think differently. Al-
though it is said that great
minds think alike, it is also
true that fools seldom dif-
fer!

Thinking differently
is surely a sign of creativ-
ity based on the fact that
humans see things not as
they are but as they (com-
munities or individuals)
themselves are. We, as in-
dividuals or communities,
perceive and interpret the
outside world based on
our own experiences, our
internal likes and dislikes,
the external influences of
friends, elders, teachers,
books, etc.

It is not that people
create a school of thought
deliberately as a result of
some conspiracy. Big
questions or issues al-
ways lead to many opin-
ions and interpretations.
Take the example of pre-
destination and free will.
Are humans practically
predetermined, or do what
they are supposed to, be-

cause they are pre-pro-
grammed? Or, are they
absolutely free to do what
they can without any ex-
ternal pressure? Can there
be one answer to these
questions?

When groups of
people take a position for
relatively longer, they,
over time, form schools of
thought, sects, communi-
ties or denominations. But
the nature of knowledge is
such that within the same
group there arise people
who differ with the posi-
tion taken, then form their
own group, leading to the
formation of subgroups.

So, if we understand
humans from this per-
spective, we do not have
to be angry about groups
or schools of thought com-
ing into existence with
time. If all humans were
to think alike, perhaps
human societies would not
have developed the way
they have. We need to per-
haps appreciate the hadith
attributed to the Prophet
(PBUH) that differences
among the ummah are a
blessing.

Two things make a
case for diversity of
thought: human constitu-
tion (the way we have
been made) and the way
knowledge is produced.
Insofar as humans will be
humans, they will con-
tinue to differ, unless we
all become robots to act
alike.

Second, knowledge
production is a process of
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,
deconstruction and recon-
struction. The title of the
collection of Allama Iqbal’s
talks is rightly titled
Reconstructionof Religious
Thought in Islam. Imam al-
Ghazali wrote Tahafat al
Phalasafa (Rejection of the
philosophers), a book re-
futing philosophers and, lo
and behold, refuting his
ideas, Ibn Tufail, equally an
intellectual giant, wrote
Tahafa Tahafatul Phalasafa
(Rejection of the rejection
of philosophers). These are
examples of deconstruction
and reconstruction of Is-

lamic thought.
This world is to be

run by communities of in-
terpretation, sharing their
best ideas and developing
feasible solutions.
Expe-rience tells us that
dictators with a messianic
image, and the people
around them, do terrible
long-term damage. Simi-
larly, there may be theo-
logical or intellectual dic-
tators who think their
ideas are ‘Urdu ke akhiri
ki tab’. Gra-ve-yards
across the world are filled
with those who thought
they were super thin-kers.
But the world manages to
thrive without them.

So, where does this
argument take us?

I think that, a) we
must take differences as a
natural phenomenon, and
a historical evolutionary
process looking at it as
such; b) let us avoid think-
ing we have the absolute
truth and others have only
a pack of lies; c) do not
compare yourself or your
community with others
and regard yourself as su-
perior and condemn oth-
ers as inferior and do not
go to the extent of running
after their lives just be-
cause they have a differ-
ent way of interpreting
things, religious or secu-
lar.

Lastly, we need to
heed the advice of wiser
minds: do not look at who
has said something, but
look at what has been said.
Do not always judge, un-
less you belong to the ju-
diciary. State your posi-
tion but be willing to lis-
ten to a contrary perspec-
tive as well.

Exchange of ideas
gives rise to finer thoughts
— thesis gives rise to an-
tithesis and both to syn-
thesis.

Hence, let us regard
the different schools of
thought as varieties of re-
ligious or historical expe-
riences and call them, as
Farhad Daftary, an Islamic
scholar does, “communi-
ties of interpretation”.  --
Courtesy Dawn

What kind of ‘firewall’?

Squaring circles

Farieha Aziz
At a recent meeting of the
Senate’s Standing Commit-
tee on Information Tech-
nology and Telecommuni-
cation, the state minister for
IT and telecom requested
that a briefing on the
‘firewall’ be deferred to the
next meeting but that it
should be “in camera” as it
was a “sensitive” matter.

For over a month now,
news of the installation of
a ‘firewall’ has created a
storm. While it is good that
there has been a lot of me-
dia attention on the issue,
in the absence of any dis-
closure by the Pakistan
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) or the gov-
ernment, and silence by
telcos and internet service
providers, information re-
garding what is being, or has
been, tested, procured, de-
ployed or its technical ca-
pability remains shrouded
in secrecy and speculation.

The information min-
ister recently remarked that
the installation of a firewall
had to do with cyber and
data security, and not with
freedom of speech. Typi-
cally, a firewall exists on
devices such as laptops to
enable protection against
harmful network traffic.

The ‘firewall’ being referred
to in Pakistan serves no
protective purpose and
seeks to restrict the flow of
information as a tool of
political control.

The minister further
remarked that during his
trip to China, not once did
he hear the words ‘fire’ and
‘wall’ together. All he saw
was the Great Wall. The
term ‘firewall’, in an infor-
mation-control context, is
derived from ‘The Great
Firewall’ or the ‘Chinese
Golden Shield’. Was the
minister also using a VPN
in China as he does in Paki-
stan to circumvent the ban
on X?

The recent WhatsApp
disruption was the first in-
sight into the level of net-
work filtering possibly be-
ing done in Pakistan. Users
complained about being
unable to download or
transfer media via
WhatsApp using mobile
data. This included images,
videos, stickers and audio
notes. If they used a VPN
or connected to broadband,
this was not the case. Since
media transfers and down-
loads worked via broad-
band and VPNs, this proves
there was no technical
glitch at the app level ei-
ther. Had there been, it
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Faisal Bari

Three people, who earn
around Rs40,000 a month,
approached me for help re-
cently. Their electricity
bills were Rs54,000,
Rs24,000 and Rs23,000. I
am sure there are many
more facing a similar pre-
dicament.

A number of workers,
from various
organisations, have told
me that though the mini-
mum wage has been in-
creased to Rs37,000, their
organisations do not pay
them this. They are afraid
to complain as they might
lose their jobs. And
though they stand ex-
ploited, they cannot af-
ford to lose their jobs.

Many people — in
organisations I work for or
those that I am familiar
with — have asked their
managements if they
could work from home
some days a week. Com-
muting costs have esca-
lated and few
organisations provide
transport. Pakistani
organisations are still a bit
inflexible in terms of
schedules, and making ad-
justments to facilitate
working from home is still

relatively rare.
The grocery bill for

most households has
gone up substantially. A
friend, from the upper-
middle-income strata,
mentioned that his
monthly bill had gone up
by at least 50-60 per cent
over the last two years. He
has started shifting away
from products whose
prices have risen more
than the average and is
substituting with mostly
local products. But he
does worry about quality
issues. The continuing
inflation of the last few
years has been very test-
ing for most.

A number of col-
leagues, working across a
variety of organisations,
have said their July take-
home salaries, despite in-
crements of 10pc-odd this
year, have been lower than
what they were in June of
2024. The impact of new
taxation measures on sala-
ries has been significant.

All this is squeezing
incomes. And this is hap-
pening across a wide
spectrum of people. It
hurts more if incomes are
fixed or decreasing for
those who get returns on
fixed deposits, for the sala-

ried — their incomes only
go up once a year, if that,
and usually the increase
is below inflation rates —
and for those who cannot
pass on the price and tax
increases to their custom-
ers (in some businesses it
is possible to pass on the
hikes, partially or fully, to
customers, in others it is
not). The degree of the
squeeze might vary, un-
less you are very rich or
are in an industry/area
that is growing fast, and
there are few of those
around right now, but for
most people it is likely that
their income is being
squeezed.

For some the
squeeze has been brutal
to the point that their in-
come is no longer suffi-
cient for covering house-
hold expenses. These
people are resorting to
dipping into their savings,
if they have any, or have
started borrowing. One
colleague has borrowed a
major portion of next
month’s salary to pay the
electricity bill. She has told
the employer to ‘adjust’
the amount in instalments
over the next three to four
salaries. This means she
will have a reduced in-

come for some months to
come. I am sure there are
countless others in a simi-
lar situation. Inflation is
not abating, and even if
inflation goes down to the
single digits, as an opti-
mistic finance minister has
predicted, it does not
mean that prices will de-
crease but that they will
increase at a slower rate.
How is a reduced income
going to be enough for the
next few months?

Others have resorted
to selling assets or house-
hold items. One colleague
has sold his motorcycle.
His commute to work has
become much more diffi-
cult, unpredictable and
time-consuming now. He
is desperately hoping that
he is able to hold on to his
job.

Others have been
asking for help from those
they can. Many col-
leagues at organisations
where I work have told me
about requests for help
with the payment of elec-
tricity bills and fees for
children’s schooling.

It is little comfort for
us to hear the finance min-
ister or other ministers say
that Pakistan has been
successful in getting an-

other IMF programme
and that we are heading
towards stability. How is
the macro news, even if it
is good, going to impact
the micro stories of
people’s lives? Their in-
comes are not going to
increase for the foresee-
able future, nor are taxes
and other tariffs going to
come down. What should
we do with the news of
stability and improve-
ments in our macro situa-
tion if it does not impact
our micro conditions, or is
not expected to for some
years to come?

The government has
increased the minimum
wage from Rs32,000 to
Rs37,000. But is this a liv-
able wage? We know it is
not. Even more impor-
tantly, we know other than
a few documented indus-
tries and larger corpora-
tions, few give minimum
wages to workers. Domes-
tic workers, most of them
security guards, office
staff, sanitation workers,
gardeners, delivery work-
ers and industrial/ fac-
tory workers, do not get
a minimum wage. We
know most teachers, es-
pecially working in pri-
vate schools (other than

those in high-fee
schools), do not get
minimum wages. It is
great that the govern-
ment has raised the mini-
mum wage, but if it is not
implemented for every-
one, it will only benefit a
small number of workers.

What can people do
under these circum-
stances? Not much. It is
hard to get a second job
or change jobs in the
conditions we are in. Ex-
penditures can only be
reduced to a certain ex-
tent. The fear is that
people will cut down on
expenditures that are im-
portant for the future —
on healthcare and edu-
cation. This will hurt
them and the entire coun-
try in the medium to long
term. We already have 26
million five-to-16-year
olds out of school. If
more children are pulled
out of schools, it will be
a disaster for us. Forty per
cent of our children are
already malnourished; if
people try to skimp on
food and healthcare, it
will impact generations to
come. Unfortunately, a
very large number of Pa-
kistanis may not have
any options.

would have been reported
globally.

While the information
minister attributed this to a
global issue — specifically
the CrowdStrike disruption
— it had nothing to do with
it. This was verified by
Meta in a comment to Geo
Fact Check claiming every-
thing was working fine on
Meta’s end and whatever
happened, was “the
country’s internal internet
issue” and a “local fault”.

What was witnessed
recently with WhatsApp
seems closer to the UAE
model than the Chinese one
where foreign apps don’t
work at all. In the UAE,
while WhatsApp chat and
media work, voice calls do
not, as Voice Over Internet
Protocol is restricted. The
WhatsApp disruption in
Pakis-tan was at an app
functionality level. But
how?

One theory is this was
done by identifying
WhatsApp media servers.
This doesn’t necessarily
mean the content can be
viewed but that delivery
was disrupted. Disrupting
the flow of information
whether through throttling
or reducing internet speeds
fits a pattern.

A lot has been attrib-

uted to the ‘firewall’, per-
haps too much — from
blocking specific accounts
and posts on platforms to
tracing IPs and blocking
VPNs. But what else will
happen in an environment
where assuming the worst
is usually closer to the truth
because political control
and lack of transparency are
the order of the day?

Technical experts
seem fairly confident that
with encryption getting
better over the years, TLS
(transport layer security)
and SSL (secure sockets
layer) cannot be breached
— especially at scale. If
specific pieces of content
cannot be restricted on
platforms such as X
(hence the ban), Facebook,
YouTube etc, the next
step is company coopera-
tion.

Companies can re-
strict or remove content at
their end. This is not in-
vasive though it raises
freedom of expression
concerns. Typically, no-
tice-and-takedown regimes
exist, which are guided by
legislative instruments.
Prohibited content is de-
fined, a process is out-
lined and an authority
identified that can make
these requests to plat-

forms.
Platform compliance

depends on various fac-
tors, ranging from the ap-
plicability of a country’s
laws to internal due dili-
gence processes — in
some instances requiring
court orders — or assess-
ing requests against com-
pany rules or guidelines.
User notification is a prac-
tice some platforms, such
as X, follow. A user is no-
tified even if a request is
received but no action is
taken. When action is
taken, the user is provided
with an opportunity to
appeal. Transparency re-
ports reflect the degree of
compliance.

It is assumed that no
foreign intermediary is
providing backdoor access
or sharing encryption keys
with the government.
What is understood about
end-to-end encryption to-
day is that only the sender
and recipient have access
to chat content; even the
company does not have
access to encryption keys
for chats. Spyware and
malware on devices is an-
other story.  However,
companies hold a signifi-
cant amount of user data
— even metadata —
which, if shared under

some circumstances, can
compromise user privacy.

Which is why the
launch of messaging app
Beep is being viewed with
trepidation. To the extent
it is for public sector use,
that is fine. But if man-
dated for Pakistani citi-
zens as a replacement for
encrypted messaging
apps of choice, this would
be a problem.

Local apps raise con-
cerns regarding the level of
government access to user
data, given the
(over)compliance by the
private sector in a coercive
environment. If a data
protection regime, which
protects users rather than
facilitates government ac-
cess to their data and re-
quires data localisation —
as the present data pro-
tection bill does — is ab-
sent, then Pakistani citi-
zens’ data is up for grabs,
enabling breach of privacy
and political
victimisation.

Without credible in-
formation, speculation
will increase and distrust
will grow. Citizens have a
right to know what addi-
tional curbs are being
placed on their freedom of
expression and privacy.  -
- Courtesy Dawn
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LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Salim Haider and a large congregation
offer absentia funeral prayers for Ismail Haniyeh at Masjid Shahada.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber PAkhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi presides
over the BoGs meeting of Edwardes college at Governor House.

LAHORE: Punjab Health Ministers Khawaja Salman Rafique and Khawaja
Imran Nazir chair 6th meeting on dengue, infectious diseases and disaster
management at the Department of Specialised Healthcare and Medical
Education.

RAWALPINDI: Leader of Jamaat-e-Islami Liaqat
Baloch addressing a press conference during sit-
in protest Dharna at Murree road in the city.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah meets with the
outgoing Consul General of America, Mr. Conrad Tribble at CM House. Also
present in the photo are Chief Secretary Asif Hyder Shah, Principal Secretary
to CM Agha Wasif, American Deputy Consul General Amy Hood and Chief
Political Unit Mr. Jerrod Hansen.

LAHORE: Punjab Information Minister Azma
Bukhari addressing a ceremony titled “Problems
faced by women journalists: progress and
solutions”, organised by the National Women
Journalists Forum (NWJF).

LAHORE: Opposition Leader Muhammad Iqbal
Bhachar, Advocate Azhar Siddique, and other
MPAs holding a press conference at Lahore High
Court in Provincial Capital.

Health ministers order
FIRs against govt offices
found with dengue larvae

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Ministers Khawaja
Salman Rafique and
Khawaja Imran Nazir have
issued orders for
registration of cases against
the government offices
where dengue larvae have
been detected.

The directive came
during the 6th meeting on
dengue, infectious diseases
and disaster management
at the Department of
Specialised Healthcare and
Medical Education.

Khawaja Salman,
Minister for Specialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education, emphasised the
urgency of heightened
vigilance following recent
rains to prevent a dengue
outbreak. He urged the
administration of sensitive
districts to intensify their
efforts, with
commissioners and deputy
commissioners personally
overseeing anti-dengue
operations. He stressed the
need for increased anti-

dengue surveillance in
Lahore, Rawalpindi, and
Faisalabad and called for
strict adherence to the
meeting’s resolutions. He
assured that the health
department has a robust
plan to curb dengue and
other diseases, highlighting
that government hospitals
have adequate dengue
medication supplies.

Minister for Primary
and Secondary Healthcare
Khawaja Imran Nazir
expressed his concerns,
noting the heightened risk
of dengue due to the
monsoon rains. He
announced the launch of a
pilot volunteer service
project in Shalimar Town,
Lahore, aimed at bolstering
anti-dengue efforts at the
grassroots level. He
mentioned the use of red
warning stickers on homes
with detected dengue larvae
and underscored the
importance of reporting
suspected dengue cases
from private hospitals and

laboratories through the
Punjab Healthcare
Commission. He also called
for increased coordination
with electric supply
companies and railways
and regular DERC and
TERC meetings.

In the briefing,
Khawaja Nazir was
informed that Punjab had
reported three dengue cases
in the past 24 hours and
nine in the past week. From
January to August 2023,
15,182 cases were
reported, compared to 220
cases since January 2024.

Health Secretary Ali
Jan Khan provided a
comprehensive briefing on
infectious and epidemic
diseases, supported by
insights from officers of
the Special Branch, PITB,
and other departments.

The meeting was
attended by secretaries of
various departments and
all commissioners and
deputy commissioners via
video-link.

Governor distributes digital
technology awards among

financial institutions
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori has distributed
digital technology awards
for excellence among
financial institutions here
on Thursday.

Addressing the
ceremony organized by the
Institutes of Chartered
Accounts of Pakistan
(ICAP), the Governor said
the encouragement of
financial institutions was
commendable act.

He said without
modern innovation, fastest
development was not

possible. It is imperative
to adapt the financial
system to the digital age,
Governor said. He
commended the initiatives
of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
Pakistan in line with the
c o n t e m p o r a r y
requirements. He said that
digital technology can join
the race of modern
development.

The governor further
added that the government
believes in making full use
of digital technology.

The youth are being

imparted training in modern
age IT courses at the
Governor House, Kamran
Tessori said.

He said that steps are
being taken to solve online
problems, according to the
digital technology.

He said that in this age
of modernization, our
neighboring countries have
surpassed us in the race of
technology.  We have to
create new opportunities
for our future generations.

He claimed that SIFC
will take the country into
a new race of development.

CM vows to complete
600 development

projects by December
PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Gandapur on Friday
met with parliamentarians
and party leaders from all
four regions of the
province.

The meetings focused
on resolving public issues,
public welfare projects and
rehabilitation of
infrastructure affected by
monsoon rains.

The chief minister
announced that over 600
development projects
nearing completion across
the province, would be
finished by December this
year. He emphasized the
importance of prioritizing
ongoing development
projects and devolving
development project
authorities to the local
level. He directed the
elected representatives to

propose projects based on
local needs and priorities,
ensuring wise use of public
taxes.  He also announced
that these development
projects would only be
inaugurated when they
were fully completed and
providing public services.

The chief minister
said that he was working
to strengthen local
government institutions to
resolve public issues
locally. Funds have been
allocated for the
rehabilitation of
infrastructure affected by
monsoon rains, and relief
activities will be initiated
on a priority basis, he said.

The meetings also
discussed to make
successful the August 5
rally in Swabi by ensuring
maximum participation
from the Party workers and
the public.

CM hails WASA,
district admin over

timely response after rain
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has
commended the district
administration and Water
and Sanitation Agency
(WASA) over timely
response for water drainage
task within a few hours
despite torrential rains on
Thursday.

The CM lauded the
performance of
commissioner, deputy
commissioner, WASA
officials and allied staff  for
ensuring their operations

during heavy rains for the
sake of rainwater disposal.
“Draining rainwater within
a few hours from the city
is a remarkable and
splendid performance,” she
added.  Maryam Nawaz
said that WASA and other
departments concerned
worked with a dedication
and diligence with an aim
to facilitate the people. She
instructed the department
heads to create ease and
comfort for the masses
through their excellent
performance in future.

Governor KP directs

Edwards College admin to
address financial, medical,
audit objections in 15 days

Sindh E&T dept connects
tax system with One Link to

facilitate people pay tax at ease

KP govt adopts zero
tolerance policy against

corruption: Barrister Saif

Female journalists have
proven their mettle despite
hardships: Azma Bukhari

MPAs laud CM’s public
welfare initiatives

LAHORE (APP): Senior
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb Friday held
separate meetings with the
Members of Provincial
Assembly (MPAs) Punjab
in which matters pertaining
to party activities, ongoing
development projects in
the respective
constituencies and political
situation were discussed.

Senior Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb
apprised them about the
steps being undertaken by
CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif for progress and
uplift of the people and the
province.

Marriyum Aurangzeb
said that the
implementation of the
record development budget
is being carried out in a
proactive manner and
funds have been allocated
in the budget for the
development schemes.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif is personally
overseeing development
works, No compromise
will be made on the quality,
speed and timely
completion of the
development projects, she
added.

The Assembly
Members appreciated the
steps being taken by CM
Maryam Nawaz Sharif for
launching development
projects along with
reducing price-hikes and
provision of relief to the
people of the province.
Senior Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb expressed her
gratitude to the assembly
members for extending
their cooperation and
assistance on the public
welfare and development
steps being undertaken by
the Punjab government for
the improvement and
uplift of the province.

KARACHI (APP): The
Department of Excise and
Taxation, Government of
Sindh, has taken a
revolutionary step by
connecting the tax system
with One Link to allow
people pay taxes from their
homes.

In a statement on
Friday, Sindh Senior
Minister and Provincial
Minister for Information,
Transport, Excise, and
Taxation, Sharjeel Inam
Memon, has stated that the

new digital service has
been designed to save
people’s time, reduce
hassles, and bring
convenience to their
fingertips.

He said that
transparency will be
promoted, and people will
now be able to pay vehicle
taxes from the comfort of
their homes.

He said that the
public will be able to pay
taxes in minutes in a safe
and reliable manner at any

time. The Excise and
Taxation Department is
committed to providing the
best efficiency and
convenience to the public,
he added.He stated that
checkpoints will be
established at the entry and
exit points of major cities
to check vehicles for
taxation compliance, and
action will be taken against
tax-defaulting vehicles.

In the first phase, a
KIOSK will be set up at
the Karachi Toll Station.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Adviser to the Chief
Minister for Information,
Barrister Muhammad Ali
Saif here Friday said that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Government has
adopted a zero-tolerance
policy against corruption
and strict action would be
taken against corrupt and
commission mafia.

Addressing a press
conference along with
Communication and Works
Department’s Minister
Shakeel Khan here at the
press club, Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif said
that the concerned
ministers and departments
would be held responsible
in case of any report about

financial irregularity or
corruption.

He urged people and
journalists to identify
corruption and financial
irregularity so that strict
action would be taken
against the responsible
o f f i c i a l s . P r o v i n c i a l
Minister for
Communication and Works
Department Shakeel Khan
said that corruption was
unacceptable and Secretary
C&W was removed as he
was not satisfied with him.

“We are accountable
to people and every
minister would present his
performance report to the
PTI founder,” he said,
adding the federal
government.

PESHAWAR (APP): A
meeting of the Board of
Governors of Edwards
College was held at the
Governor House on
Tuesday under the
chairmanship of Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi.

The meeting gave 15
days to address objections
related to the college’s
financial accounts, new
discipline, medical fund,
interest-free loans and
audit issues of the College.
The Board conditionally
approved Edwards
College’s annual surplus
budget for fiscal year 2024-
25.

During the meeting,
detailed briefings were
provided on the College’s
annual budget, revised
estimates and
expenditures. The Board
was also updated on the
College’s income,
resources, admissions
status, pension fund,
endowment fund and other
financial accounts.

The College

administration was
directed to compile data on
the performance of alumni,
including those who have
succeeded in CSS exams,
gained admission to foreign
universities, and those
representing prestigious
medical and engineering
colleges. The Finance and
Planning Committee of the
College was given 15 days
to address objections
related to the college’s
financial accounts, new
discipline, medical fund,
interest-free loans and
audit issues. In response,
the Governor directed that
the next meeting of the
Board of Governors will be
held in 15 days. The
Governor emphasized
prioritizing students from
merged districts under the
FATA scholarship scheme
for admission to Edwards
College. Governor Kundi
expressed displeasure over
the non-approval of the
minutes from the previous
Board of Governors
meeting by the Governor’s
Office.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister
Azma Bukhari has said that
the female journalists in
Pakistan have proven their
mettle despite
unfavourable conditions.

She expressed these
views while addressing a
ceremony titled “Problems
faced by women
journalists: progress and
solutions”, organised by
the National Women
Journalists Forum (NWJF)
here on Friday. The event
was attended by NWJF
President Farzana
Chaudhry, Bushra Khaliq,
NWJF Senior Vice
Presidents Kanwal
Naseem, Sidra Asim,
Darakhshanda Alamdar and
senior female journalists
Fakhria Tehreem.

In her address, Azma
Bokhari said that the
Punjab government would

always stand with them to
help solve their issues. “I
am happy that female
journalists have formed
their first national
organisation and it is a
positive step toward
women empowerment.”

Referring to her fake
video, she said that many
people advised her to keep
silent, but she raised voice
on the issue keeping in
mind other women’s social
rights. “I want justice not
only for myself but for all
other women as well,” she
added. The minister said
that she would request
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz to resolve
the issues being faced by
female journalists on a
priority basis, including
bus passes, health facilities
and special quota in
housing schemes for female
journalists.

Fazal Hakeem says:
KP govt to activate
Cooperative Dept

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Livestock, Fisheries and
Cooperative Fazal Hakeem
Khan Yousafzai has said
that the provincial
government will take steps
to make the Cooperative
Department more active to
enable the farmers to get
benefits and support in the
true sense. He directed to
provide details of the
Cooperative Department’s
assets and point out where
assets are leased.

He gave these
instructions while chairing
a meeting of the
Cooperative Department
here Friday. The meeting
was attended by Secretary
Livestock, Fisheries and
Cooperative Muhammad
Fakhar Alam, Registrar
Cooperative Muhammad
Ishaq, Director General

Livestock Extension Dr.
Asal Khan and others
relevant officials.

During a briefing, the
meeting was told that at
present, there were 5200
registered societies in the
province which were
providing services in
various sectors such as
housing, handicrafts,
marketing, honey bee
keeping and others. The
meeting was also informed
about the problems faced
in this regard.

The provincial
minister issued
instructions that a joint
task force should be formed
to formulate a
comprehensive policy for
the rehabilitation and
development of the
Livestock, Fisheries and
especially the
Cooperatives department.

CM grieved
over loss of
lives in rains

LAHORE (APP): Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has
expressed a deep sense of
sorrow and grief over the
loss of precious human
lives due to electrocution,
collapse of roofs during
torrential rains.

The CM expressed
her heartfelt sympathies
and condolence with the
bereaved families over the
tragic incidents.

 She directed to
provide the best medical
treatment facilities to the
injured persons due to
collapse of roofs.

Governor
flays attack
on judges
in Tank

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi on Friday
strongly condemned the
firing incident on judges’
vehicles in Tank District.

In a statement, the
governor expressed
profound sorrow over the
loss of two policemen who
were providing security to
the judges. He conveyed
his heartfelt condolences
and sympathy to the
families of the slain
officers. Governor Kundi
also offered prayers for the
elevation of the martyrs’
ranks and patience for their
bereaved families. He
extended his best wishes
for the early recovery of
those injured in the attack.

PU sets up
summer camp

in China
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
University Confucius
Institute set up summer
camp in China in which a
group of 19 students from
various Pakistani
universities embarked on a
captivating two-week
adventure, exploring
China’s vibrant culture and
rich history.

Under the expert
guidance of Chinese
Director at Jiangxi
University of Science and
Technology (JXUST)
Professor Cai JinBao the
students experienced a
grand reception in
Guangzhou, high-speed
train ride, Chinese
calligraphy, Kung Fu
classes, the essence of
traditional arts, historic
exploration, visits to the
fushou canal, Wei’s Family
House and local museums
to get deep insights into
China’s storied past. City
highlights included tours of
Guangzhou tower,
shenzhen bay park and a
full-day exploration of
Zhuhai.

The students thanked
Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Khalid Mahmood, Host
Director PU Confucius
Institute Dr Shafiqur
Rehman and Yang Bin,
President of JXUST for
their incredible support
and coordination in
organising the summer
camp 2024.

3 killed, 8
injured in fatal
car accident in

Abbotabad
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Three people killed and
eight others injured in a
tragic car accident in
Abbottabad.

According to a
private news channel, the
incident occurred at Haddu
Tandhara in the jurisdiction
of Lohar Tanalo police
station, a notable tourist
destination in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The police arrived
promptly at the scene to
manage the situation and
initiate an investigation
into the accident.

Police officials said
that the ill-fated vehicle
was en route from
Abbottabad to Shirwan
suffered a brake failure,
leading to a devastating
crash.
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ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Finance & Revenue Mr. Ali Pervaiz
Malik was called on by the Ambassador of France to Pakistan Mr. Nicolas
Galey.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi in a group
photo with the Awardees during the WCCI Peshawar Division function at
Governor House.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah cut the ribbon to
inaugurate “My Karachi - Oasis of Harmony” Exhibition 2024 at the Expo
Center.

ANKARA: Guests enjoying Pakistani mangoes at a mango festival organized
by the embassy in Ankara.

ISLAMAAD: A garment vendor selling a beautiful
collection of children for upcoming celebrating
Independence Day, 14th August, with each piece
radiating patriotic spirit to captivate and attract
customers.

FAISALABAD: A labourer working in a local
industry in the city.

Mobilink bank launches
Pak first women-led
incubator program

France, Pakistan affirm
commitment to deepen

economic, trade ties
ISLAMABAD (APP):
France and Pakistan on
Friday affirmed their
commitment to deepen
economic relations,
exploring investment
opportunities and
expanding bilateral trade.

Ambassador of
France to Pakistan Mr.
Nicolas Galey called on
Minister of State for
Finance and Revenue Ali
Pervaiz Malik at Finance
Division, said press release
issued here.

Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik provided an
overview of Pakistan’s
economic progress,
highlighting positive trends
such as increased foreign
exchange reserves,
decreased inflation and a

robust stock market, all
corroborated by recent
ratings from international
agencies.

He outlined key
reforms underway,
including privatization
initiatives, energy sector
advancements, and
restructuring of state-
owned enterprises (SOEs).

The discussion also
covered the digitization
initiative of the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR),
being implemented with
support from McKinsey
to enhance tax
administration and
compliance.

The minister of state
highlighted the budget for
2024-25, focusing on
strategies to expand the tax

base by integrating untaxed
segments and encouraging
non-filers to comply.

Significant projects in
customs and inland revenue
aimed at improving
digitization and
operational efficiency were
also discussed.

Ambassador Nicolas
Galey expressed
appreciation for the
excellent reforms
undertaken by Pakistan and
offered technical support
from France in areas of
mutual interest. He
recognized the progress
made by the Government
of Pakistan in stabilizing
the economy and
expressed confidence in
the potential for further
collaboration.

CM Sindh says:

Sindh produces 70pc gas but
forced to pay RLNG charges

Envoy-designate sees US as
‘most attractive’ destination

for Pakistani products

Import of 100,000MT
urea approved for smooth

supply, price stability

Pakistani, Chinese
experts discuss

enhanced economic
growth,  connectivity

Exports increase by
11.83% to $2.3b in July

CDNS to attain target
of Rs 120bln in f

resh bonds

Short-term inflation
falls by 0.12 percent

SCCI welcomes EDF
for terrorism, natural
calamities-hit SMEs

SBP injects
Rs 9.567
trillion

into market
KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) injected Rs 9,567.25
billion into the market on
Friday through reverse
repo purchase and Shariah
Compliant Mudarabah-
based Open Market
Operation (OMO).

According to OMO
results issued here, the SBP
conducted an Open Market
Operation, Reverse Repo
Purchase (Injection) on
August 02, 2024, for 7-day
and 28-day tenors and
accepted 44 bids
cumulatively amounting to
Rs9,482.25 billion.

The central bank
received 16 bids for a 7-
day tenor cumulatively
offering an amount of
Rs982.25 billion at the rate
of return ranging between
19.56 to 19.62 percent
while 29 bids were received
for the 28-day tenor
offering an amount of
Rs8,807.95 billion at the
rate of return ranging
between 19.55 to 19.62%.

The SBP accepted all
16 quotes for a 7-day tenor
amounting to Rs982.25
billion at 19.56 % rate of
return while 28 quotes for
28-day tenor amounting to
Rs8,500 billion were
accepted at 19.56% rate of
return.

Rupee
on steady
recovery

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee on Friday
continued its recovery and
appreciated by 16 paisa
against the US dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.50 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs278.66.However,
according to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the dollar in
the open market stood at
Rs 279.2 and Rs 280.4
respectively. The price of
Euro came down by 20
paisa to close at Rs 300.82
against the last day’s
closing of Rs 301.02,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The
Japanese yen went up by
01 paisa and closed at
Rs1.86, whereas a decrease
of Rs 2.36.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
leading digital microfinance
bank, Mobilink Bank
strengthens its
commitment to women’s
economic empowerment
with the launch of
Pakistan’s first-ever
i n d u s t r y - s p e c i f i c
incubation program
designed exclusively for
women entrepreneurs.
This initiative falls under
the umbrella of the Bank’s
ongoing Women
Inspirational Network
(WIN) program. The WIN
Incubator program aims to
empower 25 women
entrepreneurs by
equipping them with
knowledge in core business
areas including ideation,
planning, business
management, financial
literacy and marketing. The
graduating startups will
gain access to a
professional network and
guaranteed Bint-e-Hawwa
loans to fuel their ventures.
The most promising
startups will compete for
a PKR 4 million investment
to bring their startup ideas
to life.

Mobilink Bank is
part of the VEON group, a
global digital operator that
provides converged
connectivity and digital
services to nearly 160

million customers in six
dynamic markets that are
home to 7% of world’s
population.

Sumera Abbasi,
Executive Director of TiE
Islamabad and a recognized
leader in the Pakistani
startup ecosystem, has
been appointed to head the
WIN incubator.

“Mobilink Bank is
transforming the
entrepreneurial landscape
in Pakistan with our WIN
Incubator program,” said
Haaris Mahmood
Chaudhary, Interim CEO
Mobilink Bank.

 “This initiative is
aimed at breaking barriers
for small women-owned
businesses by providing
essential tools and
resources.

Through mentorship,
training, and a supportive
network, we wish to
empower women to turn
their dreams into
successful businesses and
consequently play an
integral role in the
country’s economic
development. Starting with
a cohort of 25, we plan to
enable thousands of
women entrepreneurs in
the coming years.”

Also sharing her
thoughts, Sumera Abbasi,
Executive Director TiE
Islamabad said.

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has said
that the electricity
generated by the
Nooriabad power plant
costs Rs15 per unit,
however, industrial units
are being charged Rs48 per
unit. Additionally, despite
Sindh contributing to over
70 per cent of the
country’s gas production,
industries in our province
were facing gas shortages
and were forced to pay
RLNG charges.

This he said while
speaking at the
inauguration ceremony of

“My Karachi – Oasis of
Harmony Exhibition 2024
at Expo Center on Friday
morning. The program was
attended by provincial
ministers- Sharjeel Memon,
Jam Khan Shoro, Jam
Ikram Dharejo and Zulfiqa
Ali Shah, said a CM house
communique. The CM said
that he was cognizant that
the electricity tariff had
gone way too high, and the
industries were rapidly
losing their viability,
therefore there were
reports that the closure of
industries had started
taking place. “We are
pursuing this matter as

well and, in this regard, ‘I
would like to inform the
audience that we are going
to have an electricity
generation and distribution
company in Sindh very
soon and we are in the
process of doing that,” he
disclosed. Murad Shah
mentioned that the
electricity being produced
by the Nooriabad power
plant costs Rs15 per unit,
but it is being provided to
the industrial units at Rs48
per unit, which has badly
affected the industrial
establishments, leading
them to consider closing
down.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Friday
chaired a meeting of the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) of the
Cabinet which approved
the import of 100,000
Metric Tons (MT) urea.

The committee
decided on a proposal
submitted by the Ministry
of Industries and
Production aimed at
ensuring sufficient
supplies of urea in the
market.

“This will also ensure
stability of prices of

fertilizer during the
cropping season,” a
Finance Division news
release said.

Among others, the
meeting was attended by
Minister for Industries and
Production Rana Tanveer
Hussain, Minister for
Petroleum Musadik
Masood Malik, Minister
for Power Sardar Awais
Ahmad Khan Leghari,
Minister for Economic
Affair Ahad Khan Cheema,
Governor SBP, Chairman
SECP, Deputy Chairman
of the Planning
Commission, MD
PASSCO, Chairman TCP.

Gold rates up
by Rs.2,400
per tola to
Rs.257,300

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of per tola of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.2,400 and was sold at
Rs. 257,300 on Friday
against its sale at Rs.
254,900 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs. 2,057 to
Rs. 220,593 from Rs.
218,536 whereas that of 10
gram 22 karat gold went up
to Rs. 202,210 from Rs.
200,324, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained stagnant.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Exports from the country
witnessed an increase of
11.83 percent during the
first month of fiscal year
2024-25 as compared to the
corresponding month of
last year, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported Friday.

The exports during
July 2024 were recorded at
$2.308 billion against the
exports of $2.064 billion in
July 2023, according to
latest PBS data.

On the other hand,
imports into the country
also increased by 15.30
percent to $4.256 billion
during the month under
review as against the
imports of $3.691billion
last July.

Based on the figures,
the trade deficit during the
month under review was
recorded at $1.948 billion
against the deficit of
$1.627 billion last year,
showing an increase of
19.71 percent.

Meanwhile, on a
month-on-month basis, the
exports from the country
decreased by 9.77 percent
when compared to the
exports of $2.558 billion
during June 2024.

The imports also
witnessed decrease of
14.27 percent when
compared to the imports of
$4.964 billion in June 2024,
PBS reported.

On the other hand, the
export of services during
the fiscal year 2023-24
increased by2.7 percent by
going up to $7.806 billion
form $7.595 billion last
year. The services imports
also increased from $8.638
billion last year to $10.119
billion this year, showing
growth of 17.14 percent.

Based on the figures,
the services trade deficit
was recorded at $2.313
billion in July-June (2023-
24) against the deficit of
$1.043 billion in July-June
(2022-23), showing an
increase of 121.76 percent.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) president, Fuad
Ishaq welcomed Enterprise
Development Fund (EDF)
for terrorism and natural
calamities-affected Small
and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The SCCI chief urged
International Organization
Migration (IOM) to ensure
direct release of grant to
SMEs under simple
procedure, especially
provision of maximum
share for women in this
grant for their economic
prosperity and progress.

Fuad Ishaq made these
remarks during a meeting
with EDF Outreach team
from IOM Manager
headed by Manager
Livelihood, Ozz Azzi held
here at chamber house on

Friday.
Other members of the

visiting team include
National Program Manager
Ahsan Zia, Team Lead
Majida Sultana and
Program Assistant Syed
Awais.

On the occasion, the
SCCI Secretary General
Muqtasid Ahsan and
Secretary Sohail Anjum
were present.

Ozz Azzi briefed the
meeting about EDF and
informed that grant up to
Rs.  5  mil l ion wil l  be
given to more than 120
SMEs  of  Kh yb er
Pakhtunkhwa.

Officials said funds
will be available for
companies and business
community affected by
war or natural disasters in
various trades, aimed at
reviving and promoting
these businesses.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has realized a target of Rs
120 billion in fresh bonds
and achieved 7.2 percent of
the annual target in the first
months of current fiscal
year, from July 1 to July
31st.

The Central
Directorate of National
Savings (CDNS) has set an
annual target of Rs 1650

billion for the current
Fiscal Year, 2024-25,
which will promote the
saving culture in the
country, the senior official
of CDNS told APP here on
Friday. Similarly, the
CDNS has set a target of
Rs 170 billion in
investment in Islamic
finance for the Current
Fiscal Year, which will lead
to growth in the Islamic
economy in the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly inflation,
measured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI),
witnessed a decrease of
0.12 percent for the
combined consumption
groups during the week
ended on August 1st, the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported
on Friday.

According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was
recorded at 321.56 points
as compared to 321.95
points during the past
week.

As compared to the
corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the
combined consumption
group in the week under
review witnessed an

increase of 18.41 per cent.
The weekly SPI with

the base year 2015-16
=100 covers 17 urban
centres and 51 essential
items for all expenditure
groups.

The SPI for the
lowest consumption group
of up to Rs 17,732,
decreased by 0.90 per cent
and went down to 309.40
points from last week’s
312.22 points.

The SPI for the
lowest consumption
groups of Rs 17,732-
22,888, Rs 22,889-29,517;
Rs 29,518-44,175 and
above Rs 44,175 decreased
by 1.36 percent, 0.17
percent, 0.23 and 0.80
percent respectively.

During the week, out
of 51 items, prices of 24
(47.06%) items increased.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s ambassador-
designate to the United
States Rizwan Saeed
Sheikh on Friday said
America was the ‘most
attractive’ market for
Pakistan and “we have to
focus on it to explore more
and more economic
opportunities.”

He expressed these
views while talking to
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) President Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari during
his visit to the chamber, a
news release said.

He said that,  as a
professional diplomat, the
foremost responsibility
would be to bring both
countries further closer.

The ambassador-
designate viewed the
United States as a
consumer society which
was why it enjoyed the
vital potential of trade and
economic connectivity and

“I will focus on more and
more liaison to facilitate the
holding of exhibitions to
showcase Pakistani
products.”

Sheikh said he was
convinced that Pakistan
would successfully
overcome its existing
economic difficulties and
would also approach the
P ak i s t a n i - Ame r i c an s
irrespective of their
political affiliations to
persuade them to explore
investment opportunities
in Pakistan.

He described
Pakistan’s IT sector as the
most significant and
attractive area for the rest
of the world because of
being the cost-effective as
compared to other
countries. Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari noted that the
United States was not only
the largest export market
of Pakistan but also a
leading investor with more
than 80 companies.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Experts from Pakistani
think-tanks and China on
Friday participated in a
seminar to discuss
potential ways to enhance
collaboration between the
two countries in multiple
fields, particularly
economic growth and
connectivity.

The event, titled
“Pakistan Economy &
Growth: Learning from
Chinese Experience,” was
organized by the Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE),
marking a significant step
towards strengthening
economic ties between
China and Pakistan.

The seminar was
aimed at facilitating an
exchange of knowledge and
optimum practices
between the two nations,
according to a news
release.

In her opening

remarks, PIDE’s Pro VC
Dr Durre Nayab
emphasized the importance
of such interactions in
fostering growth and
development. She
highlighted the need to
adopt strategies that have
contributed to China’s
economic success, tailored
to Pakistan’s unique
context.

The event featured a
detailed presentation by
Dr. Nadeem ul Haque, Vice
Chancellor of PIDE, who
discussed the critical need
for policy reforms,
investment in human
capital, and fostering an
i n n o v a t i o n - d r i v e n
economy.

He advocated for
learning from China’s
economic transformation,
which provides insights
into growth strategies,
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
industrialization.

PSX turns
bullish, gains

485 points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) turned around to
bullish trend on Friday,
gaining 485.68 points, a
positive change of 0.62
percent, closing at
78,225.98 points against
77,740.31 points on the
last working day.A total of
443,483,358 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 278,986,985
shares the previous day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 20.497 billion
against Rs 13.094 billion on
the last trading day. As
many as 439 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market, 236 of
them recorded gains and
142 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
61 companies remained
unchanged.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
sixships, Maersk Cape-
Town, MSC Positano,
Athenian, Canopus, Ds
Ocean and Lusail carrying
Container, Palm oil,
Chemicals and LNG,
berthed at Qasim
International Container
Terminal, Liquid
Terminals, Engro Terminal
and Elengy
Terminalrespectively on
Thursday.
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26 detainees freed in
biggest post-Cold War

prisoner swap
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Jailed US Wall
Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich and ex-
US Marine Paul Whelan
were among two dozen de-
tainees from the United
States, Russia and a num-
ber of their allies freed on
Thursday in the biggest
prisoner exchange since the
Cold War.

The White House said
the US had negotiated the
complex trade with Russia
and other countries. It said
eight prisoners held in the
West were being sent back
to Russia.

Germany confirmed
that they included Vadim
Krasikov, convicted of
murdering an exiled dissi-
dent in Berlin.

Turkiye, which coor-
dinated the exchange, said
10 prisoners, including two
minors, had been moved to
Russia, 13 to Germany and
three to the United States.
Also involved in the swap
were Poland, Slovenia, Nor-
way and Belarus.

“After the completion
of the ratification proce-
dures of the parties, the
health checks … the pris-
oners were placed on the
planes of the countries to
which they would be trav-
elling with the approval and
instructions of the MIT,”
the National Intelligence
Agency (MIT) said in a
statement. It said it had
authorised the return of the
aircraft.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov did not spe-
cifically confirm a swap but
was quoted by the state
news agency TASS as say-
ing that, in principle, “all
our enemies should stay
there (abroad), and all those
who are not our enemies
should return”.

In the last major ex-
change in 2010, 14 prison-
ers were exchanged.

In December 2022,
Russia traded US basketball
star Brittney Griner, sen-
tenced to nine years for
having vape cartridges con-
taining cannabis oil in her

Mourners shout slogans in the grounds close to the Imam Muhammad bin
Abdul Wahhab Mosque during the final prayers for Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh during his funeral in the Qatari capital Doha.

Quetta

UN Security Council members
condemn Israel’s assassination

of Hamas leader

US says strikes on
Tehran, Beirut ‘don’t

help’ tensions

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: UN
Security Council members
condemned the assassina-
tion of Hamas political
chief Ismail Haniyeh in the
Iranian capital Tehran,
while permanent represen-
tatives the US and UK
blamed Iran for destabiliz-
ing the region.The Council
convened for an emergency
session on the killing of
Haniyeh at the request of
Iran, which was supported
by Russia, Algeria and
China. Speaking at the ses-
sion, Chinese Ambassador
Fu Cong said China
strongly condemns the as-
sassination of Haniyeh.

Calling the incident “a
blatant attempt to sabotage
peace efforts,” Cong
stressed that “China is
deeply worried about an
exacerbation of the up-
heaval in the region that this
incident may trigger.”

Similarly, Algeria’s en-
voy to the UN, Amar
Bendjama, said: “We are on

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: An Is-
raeli strike that killed a
Hezbollah commander in
Beirut and the killing of the
political leader of Hamas in
Tehran “don’t help” re-
gional tensions but there are
no signs of an imminent
wider conflict, the White
House said Wednesday.

“These reports over
the last 24, 48 hours cer-
tainly don’t help with the
temperature going down,”
National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby
told reporters when asked
about the attacks.

“We’re obviously
concerned about escala-
tion.” Kirby downplayed
the risk of an immediate
descent into the all-out war
that the region has feared
since Hamas’s October 7
attacks on Israel and the
ensuing war in Gaza.

“We don’t really
think that an escalation is
inevitable and there’s no
signs that an escalation is

imminent,” he said.
But he said Washing-

ton was carefully monitor-
ing developments.

“It’s not like we’re
brushing off concerns at all.
We’re watching this very,
very closely and it’s been a
chief concern of the presi-
dent,” said Kirby.

The strikes on two of
Israel’s arch foes came less
than a week after Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu visited the
White House for talks with
President Joe Biden aimed
at pushing a ceasefire in
Gaza.

Hamas blamed an Is-
raeli strike for the killing of
its political leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran.

Israel declined to com-
ment on the attack but
Netanyahu on Wednesday
said his country had deliv-
ered “crushing blows” to its
enemies, and explicitly
mentioned the killing of
Hezbollah leader Fuad
Shukr in south Beirut.

the precipice of catastro-
phe,” adding that Israel’s at-
tack was “an act of terror”
that violated international law
and the sovereignty of Iran.
“This is not merely an at-
tack on one man. It is a vi-
cious assault on the very
foundations of diplomatic
relations, the sanctity of state
sovereignty and the prin-
ciples that underpin our glo-
bal order,” he said.

Bendjama strongly
condemned the “terrorist
act perpetrated by the Is-
raeli occupying power.”

Saying that Israel’s
“blotchy, scorched-earth
policy” is leading to a “tide
of violence flooding Gaza,
the West Bank, Yemen,
Lebanon, Syria and now the
Islamic Republic of Iran,”
he asked: “Where will this
madness end?”

He also called on the
international community
not to remain silent “as in-
nocent blood is spilled and
international law is shred-
ded to pieces.

Antony Blinken hails
closer ties with

Mongolia in rare visit
Monitoring Desk

ULAANBAATAR: US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken was in Mongolia
on Thursday at the end of a
10-day tour of Asia, hailing
growing ties with the land-
locked democracy sand-
wiched between authoritar-
ian powers China and Rus-
sia. His long tour, which
also took him to Southeast
Asia and Japan, has been
aimed at hammering home
US support for allies and
countering China’s influ-
ence in the region – even if
Washington insists it is not
pursuing a policy of con-
tainment against Beijing.

During a meeting in
the Laos capital Vientiane
at the end of last week,
Blinken raised the issue
with Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi during “frank and
productive” exchanges, ac-
cording to Washington.

In Japan and the Phil-

ippines, Blinken and US
Defence Secretary Lloyd
Austin announced closer
military and defence ties
with the countries in the
face of what they described
as Beijing’s “provoca-
tions”, particularly in the
South China Sea.

In Ulaanbaatar on
Thursday, Blinken stressed
the US approach was not
“against any one country”.
“It’s for a common vision
that we share for what the
future should look like,” he
said during a press confer-
ence. “And yes, part of that
common vision is clearly
the freedom… for any
country to make its own
decisions, to make its own
choices about the future,”
he said.

Mongolia is a vast,
sparsely populated de-
mocracy of 3.4 million
and held parliamentary
elections in June.

Hangzhou, Shanghai
broil as extreme heat
engulfs eastern China

Monitoring Desk
HANGZHOU: Mega-cit-
ies on China’s eastern coast
are facing another spell of
scorching heat as tempera-
tures hovered around 40
Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) on
Friday and prolonged ex-
treme temperatures were
expected to run into next
week.

The Shanghai Meteo-
rological Center on Thurs-
day issued the first red
warning signal for high tem-
peratures this year after the
sprawling metropolis hit
40C, logging the 22nd day
of temperatures over 40C
since its Xujiahui weather
station began tracking data
in 1873.

In nearby Hangzhou,
officials issued a red warn-
ing early on Friday, with
some areas in Shangcheng
district, Binjiang district,
Gongshu district, and Xihu
district hitting 40C. A red
warning is the most severe
in a three-tiered warning
temperature system.

“It’s so hot, like fire
falling from the sky,” said
Wang, a 60-year-old tour-
ist who travelled to
Hangzhou from the cooler
northern province of
Hebei. “I’m sweating all

over. There is wind but it
is hot.”

China recorded its
hottest July in recent his-
tory on record, while July
22 was the hottest day ever
recorded, according to the
European Union’s
Copernicus Climate
Change Service, which has
tracked such global
weather patterns since
1940.

Chinese weather fore-
casters also issued warn-
ings for high temperatures
for many parts of the coun-
try with Anhui, Jiangsu,
Hubei, Jiangxi, Zhejiang,
and Fujian provinces,
Chongqing and Shanghai
expected to see tempera-
tures around 37-39C, and
some areas at 40C or higher.

T r e a c h e r o u s
heatwaves are becoming
the norm in China as ex-
perts blame global climate
changes for extreme
weather conditions across
the world.

“It’s so hot and I am
sweating all the time,” said
Li Wen, a 22-year-old tour-
ist visiting Shanghai. “Ev-
eryone is wearing sun pro-
tection shirts, holding para-
sols, and taking precau-
tions against the sunshine.”

Former prisoner held by Russia US journalist Evan Gershkovich waves as he
arrives at Joint Base Andrews in Maryland.

Ukraine’s Zelensky says
he wants Russia ‘at the

table’ for next peace summit

Poland’s president raises
new obstacle to government’s

judicial overhaul

12 die as
heavy rains
lash Delhi,

other parts of
northern India

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Emergency
workers rescued nearly
1,000 people who were
stranded in different parts
of the Himalayas follow-
ing torrential rainfall in
northern India, which
caused widespread dam-
age and left at least 12
people dead, officials said
on Thursday.

The capital Delhi re-
ceived intense rainfall late
on Wednesday, totalling
147 millimetres in eastern
parts of the city and its
suburbs, the India Meteo-
rological  Department
said.

At least  seven
people died in Delhi, ac-
cording to local media.

Ex-BBC presenter
pleads guilty to
indecent child

pictures charges
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: Former BBC
TV news presenter Huw
Edwards, a household name
in Britain, pleaded guilty on
Wednesday to three counts
of making indecent pictures
of children. Edwards, 62,
who was the BBC’s high-
est-paid journalist and top
news anchor until he quit in
April, arrived at London’s
Westminster Magistrates’
Court wearing sunglasses
through a throng of photog-
raphers and camera crews.
After confirming his iden-
tity, he was asked if he
wished to indicate a plea to
the three charges, which re-
late to three different catego-
ries of indecent images.
Edwards said: “Guilty”.
Judge Paul Goldspring said
Edwards would be sen-
tenced on Sept 16. During
the 25-minute hearing, pros-
ecutor Ian Hope said the 41
still or moving images had
been sent to Edwards by an
adult male on WhatsApp
between December 2020.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: In an interview with
French reporters at a school
gym in the western town
of Rivne, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
said Russia should be rep-
resented at a second peace
summit set for November
after a first summit con-
vened by Ukraine last
month in Switzerland did
not feature Russia on the
invitee list.

The entire world, in-
cluding Ukraine, wants
Russia to join global lead-
ers at a planned second
peace summit to end the
war in Ukraine, President
Volodymyr Zelensky has
told French media includ-
ing AFP.

With Russian forces
gaining momentum on the
front and aid from allies
ebbing or in doubt,
Zelensky has launched an

ambitious diplomatic of-
fensive to end the war grind-
ing through its third year.

He gathered leaders
and top officials from doz-
ens of countries at the
Swiss mountainside resort
of Burgenstock in June for
a first summit, which Rus-
sia derided as a waste of
time and China shunned.

While the Kremlin
was not invited to the first
gathering, now is the time
for Moscow to take a seat
at the table, Zelensky said.

“The majority of the
world today says that Rus-
sia must be represented at
the second summit, other-
wise we will not achieve
meaningful results,” he said
in western Ukraine on Tues-
day.

“Since the whole
world wants them to be at
the table, we cannot be
against it.”

Monitoring Desk
WARSAW: Poland’s
president asked a con-
tested top court on Friday
to decide whether reform
of a body that appoints
judges is constitutional,
effectively blocking legis-
lation the government says
is key to restoring the rule
of law.

Since coming to
power in December, Prime
Minister Donald Tusk’s
pro-European coalition has
been mired in conflict with
President Andrzej Duda
over various bills that aim
to undo reforms imple-
mented by the previous
nationalist administration
that critics say undermined
judicial independence.

The decision to send
the bill on the National
Council of the Judiciary
(KRS) to the Constitu-
tional Tribunal, a chamber

which critics say is itself
emblematic of the
politicisation of the courts
under the previous Law
and Justice (PiS) govern-
ment, is just the latest ex-
ample of the hurdles fac-
ing judicial reform.

Duda is a PiS ally and
has opposed the Tusk
government’s reforms, ar-
guing that it is unconstitu-
tional to challenge the le-
gitimacy of judicial ap-
pointments approved by
the president.

As president, Duda
can sign bills into law, veto
them, or send them to the
Constitutional Tribunal.

“The analysis of the
adopted act shows that the
provisions of the act raise
doubts as to the violation
of constitutionally pro-
tected values,” Duda said
in his submission to the
Tribunal.

A demonstrator gestures as protesters clash with Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) and the police outside the state-owned Bangladesh Television as vio-
lence erupts across the country protests by students, in Dhaka.

Venezuelan opposition says
headquarters invaded as

government alleges coup attempt

Dutch province warns parents
against taking young children to
forests following wolf encounters

Monitoring Desk
CARACAS: A major Ven-
ezuelan opposition move-
ment on Friday said its head-
quarters had been vandalized
amid ongoing tensions over
a disputed presidential elec-
tion, as the country’s for-
eign minister said the US
was at the forefront of what
the government says is a
coup attempt.

Vente Venezuela, the
movement headed by
Venezuela’s opposition leader
Maria Corina Machado, said
that six hooded, unidentified

men overpowered its security
guards overnight, entering its
Caracas headquarters, taking
equipment and vandalizing
the location.“We denounce
the attacks and insecurity to
which we are subjected for
political reasons,” the move-
ment said on social media.
Countries around the region,
including Brazil, Mexico and
Colombia, have called on
Venezuela’s government to re-
lease detailed voting tallies af-
ter the elections board declared
President Nicolas Maduro the
winner of a third term.

Monitoring Desk
THE HAGUE: A central
Dutch province is urgently
warning parents not to take
young children to a popu-
lar forest area near the city
of Utrecht following two re-
cent close encounters with
a wolf displaying “atypi-
cal and worrying” behavior.

Utrecht province on
Thursday was preparing to
seek a permit to kill the
wolf, which is a protected
species throughout the Eu-
ropean Union. It was seek-
ing support and approval
from the agriculture minis-
try for the permit.

On Wednesday, a child
was pushed over by a wolf
in Austerlitz, the province
said in a statement. The in-
cident came two weeks af-
ter another confrontation

led to the closure of a popu-
lar walking area.

“Assuming it was a
wolf involved, wolf experts
say that the behavior dis-
played is atypical and wor-
rying,” the statement said.
“The province takes seri-
ously into account that it is
the same wolf that was pre-
viously involved in inci-
dents in Leusden with an-
other girl and a dog.”

Wolves have been
spreading from east to west
across rural areas of the
Netherlands for years ever
since arriving from Ger-
many.

The animals were of-
ficially confirmed as having
returned in 2019, two cen-
turies after being hunted to
extinction, when a pair pro-
duced a litter of cubs.

Police chiefs arrive at 10 Downing Street to meet British Prime Minister
Keir Starmer.

Excessive force leading
to unlawful killings in

India: UN panel
The committee ex-

pressed alarm over the pro-
longed application of these
laws in “disturbed areas”
such as districts in
Manipur, the occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and
Assam.

It noted with concern
that this extended enforce-
ment has led to “wide-
spread and severe human
rights violations, including
excessive use of force re-
sulting in unlawful killings,
prolonged arbitrary deten-
tion, sexual violence,
forced displacement, and
torture”.

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: The
United Nations Human
Rights Committee has ex-
pressed concern over the
use of excessive force in
“disturbed” territories in
India, leading to unlawful
killings.

The UN committee, in
a report released this week,
noted that certain provi-
sions of India’s Armed
Forces (Special Powers)
Act (AFSPA) and counter-
terrorism laws do not com-
ply with the International
Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights (ICCPR).

Southport
murder suspect

identified
amidst rising
unrest in UK
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: In a significant
development, the teenager
charged with the Southport
murders has been identified
as Axel Rudakubana follow-
ing an exceptional court rul-
ing. The revelation comes
against a backdrop of in-
creasing social unrest, re-
portedly fueled by a net-
work of anonymous TikTok
accounts aimed at instigat-
ing violence across the UK.

Axel Rudakubana,
who is on the brink of turn-
ing 18, has been charged in
connection with the brutal
stabbings that left three
young girls dead in
Southport. His identity
was disclosed after Judge
Andrew Menary KC re-
jected a request to keep it
concealed.

In a swift 20-minute
hearing, Judge Menary
stated that, despite the
usual legal protections for
minors, the severity of the
case warranted the public’s
right to know
Rudakubana’s identity.

Rudakubana is cur-
rently remanded in youth
custody. Sky News corre-
spondent Martin Brunt re-
ported from outside the
court, noting the rarity of
such a decision.

“Typically, minors
under 18 cannot be named,”
Brunt explained. “How-
ever, the judge was con-
vinced by the legal argu-
ments presented, marking a
significant departure from
standard protocol.”

Slain Hamas chief Ismail
Haniyeh’s funeral held in

Qatar; Israel warned of revenge

Turkiye blocks
Nato-Israel
cooperation
over Gaza
Monitoring Desk

ANKARA: Turkiye has
blocked cooperation be-
tween Nato and Israel
since October because of
the crisis in Gaza and said
the alliance should not
engage with Israel as a
partner until there is an
end to  the confl ict ,
sources familiar with the
process said.

Israel carries the sta-
tus of Nato partner and has
fostered close relations with
the military alliance and
some of its members.

Monitoring Desk
DOHA: The funeral of
Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh took place in
Qatar on Friday following
his assassination two days
ago in Iran’s capital Tehran
— one in a series of killings
of senior figures in the Pal-
estinian group as the fight-
ing between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza rages.

Mourners at the cer-
emony in Imam
Muhammad bin Abdul
Wahhab Mosque, the Gulf
emirate’s largest, just north
of the capital Doha included
Khaled Meshaal, who is

tipped to be the new
Hamas leader. Other senior
Hamas officials and Qatar’s
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani also at-
tended. Mourners lined up
for funeral prayers inside
the mosque while others
prayed on mats outside in
temperatures that reached
44 degree Celsius.

Haniyeh’s coffin,
draped in the Palestinian
flag, was carried across the
mosque past hundreds of
people along with the cof-
fin of his bodyguard, who
was killed in the same at-
tack in Tehran. Bangladesh

releases student
leaders

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Bangladesh po-
lice freed six student lead-
ers on Thursday whose
campaign against civil ser-
vice job quotas sparked
deadly nationwide unrest,
as the government looked to
calm tensions and forestall
fresh demonstrations.

Students Against Dis-
crimination staged nation-
wide rallies last month that
ended in a police crackdown
and the deaths of at least
206 people, according to an
AFP count of police and
hospital data. The group’s
leadership were among
thousands picked up in the
police dragnet that followed
some of the worst unrest of
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s 15-year tenure.

luggage, for arms dealer
Viktor Bout, serving a 25-
year sentence in the US.

Krasikov is a colonel
in the Russian FSB secu-
rity service who was serv-
ing a life sentence in Ger-
many for murdering an ex-
iled Chechen-Georgian dis-
sident in a Berlin park.
President Vladimir Putin
had indicated he wanted
him back.

Rico Krieger, a Ger-
man sentenced to death in
Belarus on terrorism
charges, was pardoned on
Tuesday by President
Alexander Lukashenko, a
close Putin ally. He was also
among those released, along
with Russian opposition
politician Ilya Yashin, Tur-
key said.

Reuters footage
showed a Russian govern-
ment plane on the ground
in the Turkish capital An-
kara.

Whelan and Vladimir
Kara-Murza, a Russian-
British dissident, both
jailed in Russia.
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Trainee lawyers from Quetta in group photo with Hon’ble Mr Justice Shahid
Bilal Hassan at the Federal Judicial Academy Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb presiding over a meeting of Economic Coordination Committee (ECC).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister Jam Kamal Khan, Khalid Magsi and Sena-
tor Abdul Qadir meeting with acting Chairman Senate Seydal Khan to con-
dole death of his mother-in-law.

QUETTA: Director General NAB and DD FIA interacting with NAB officers
during a training session arranged at NAB (Balochistan) regarding
Blockchain and Cyber Security

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Barkat Ali, MPA Rehmat Saleh Baloch
and Zaid Jan Mandokhail meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Speaker Balochistan Assembly Captain
(Retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai offering Fateha on
sad demise of aunt of Provincial Minister for C&W
Mir Saleem Ahmed Khosa

QUETTA: Activists of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F)
are holding protest rally against assassination of
Hamas Leader Ismail Haniyeh, at Mannan Chowk.

Warns against politicising issue of electricity bill

Reducing electricity prices a top
priority for PML-N, allies: PM

Ahsan announces National
Task Force on Productivity,

Quality and Innovation

CCOP approves 24
entities for privatization

programme

Step afoot to end copying
culture for interest of

new generation: Abida

Mir Ali Hassan Zehri says

In the last 40 years, Hub
has been reduced to ruins
The so-called and anti-people elements
that have been in power for forty years
are responsible for the backwardness of
Hub, who has pushed Hub into stone age.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Cabinet Committee on
Privatization (CCOP) Fri-
day approved 24 entities
for the Privatization
Programme (2024-29) and
decided that the inclusion
of other State Owned Enti-
ties (SOEs) in the
privatization programme
will be taken upon comple-
tion of the review by the
Cabinet Committee on
State-Owned Enterprises
(CCoSoEs) regarding cat-
egorization of Strategic/Es-
sential SOEs.

After deliberating on
the privatization policy
guidelines, the CCOP con-
sidered 84 SOEs reflected
in the federal footprint
SOEs consolidated report
FY2020-22 in detail in
light of the SOE Act and
Policy.

The meeting of the
committee was held here
with the Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar in the chair.

The meeting was also

attended by other members
of the committee including
the Finance Minister, Min-
ister for Privatization, Min-
ister for Commerce, Min-
ister for Power, Minister
for Industries & Produc-
tion, Minister of State Fi-
nance and Revenue besides
Federal Secretaries of vari-
ous Ministries and Divi-
sion.

The CCOP was pre-
sented with a phased
Privatization Programme
(2024-29) by the Ministry
of Privatization, based on
the recommendations of the
PC Board, in terms of Sec-
tion 5(b) of the
Privatisation Commission
Ordinance 2000.

The CCOP recom-
mended that priority
should be accorded to re-
ducing the federal footprint
in commercial space and
limiting it to the strategic
and essential SOEs only.
CCOP emphasized that
even SOEs making profits
would also be considered for
privatization.

Independent Report
HUB: For more than four
decades, anti-people ele-
ments imposed on Hub had
turned Hub city into ruins.
Those self-interested ele-
ments have always robbed
the people’s rights and
worked for their personal
interests. These views were
expressed by senior leader
of Pakistan Peoples Party,
Spokesman of President
Asif Ali Zardari, elected
member from Hub of Pro-
vincial Assembly and Ad-
visor for Industries and
Crafts Balochistan Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri while talking
to a delegation of public
representatives from Hub.
He said that the city has
started to change and shine
has begun. The credit for
this goes to the people of
Hub who defeated the oc-
cupying mafia for many
decades. He said that the
so-called representatives
imposed for forty years
were responsible for the
backwardness of Hub, who
had pushed Hub into the
Stone Age. They did not
pay any attention to the
development work due to

which Hub district could
not develop that which was
its right. There was no
health facility here nor did
the condition of the schools
improve. He said that Al-
lah made us leaders and
gave us the courage to ful-
fill our promises made to
the people of Hub, due to
which the development of
Hub was not possible. The
execution of works is going
on rapidly.

On this occasion, the
elders and citizens included
in the delegation paid trib-
ute to the efforts of Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri and said that
the people are very happy
and satisfied with the way
the development works are
being done in the hub city.
Repairing of streets tiles,
construction of roads, sup-
ply of clean drinking water
and basic facilities like
health and education includ-
ing drainage have never
been done. Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri not only provided
government schemes for the
hub but also took steps to
provide necessary facilities
in many areas at his own
expense.

QUETTA (APP): Control-
ler of Balochistan Board of
Intermediate and Second-
ary Education (BBISE)
Abida Kakde on Friday said
that the BBISE was  taking
measures to end curse of
copying culture from the ex-
amination centers for wider
interest of new generation.

She said that the copy-
ing was the curse which
was pushing the new gen-
eration of the country into
the darkness of ignorance
saying that we all have to
play role for elimination
cheating culture to improve
quality of education.

She expressed these
views while addressing at
the ceremony of cash dis-
tribution among position
holders organized in the of-
fice of Controller of Exami-
nations.  Secretary
Balochistan Board Mir Azim
Sajdi, Additional Secretary
Finance Shamsullah Kakar,
Data Processing Manager
Muhammad Khalid, Addi-
tional Secretary Faridullah
Shah were also present on
the occasion.

Controller of BBISE
addressing at the ceremony,

she said that the board has
always conducted fair and
transparent examinations in
a peaceful environment ac-
cording to the national as-
pirations and has given the
message that the
Balochistan Board was al-
ways ready to fulfill its na-
tional duty.

Balochistan Board
made history by announc-
ing result before any other
board in Pakistan and have
won the hearts of the stu-
dents of Balochistan, she
noted.  Abida Kakar said
that Balochistan Board was
trying to announce the re-
sult before other board of
the province during this
year which would help to
save the precious time of
the student.  We also have
to light the candle of knowl-
edge for the construction
and development of our
country, she maintained.
Earlier, Controller of Exami-
nations Madam Abida
Kakar, Deputy Controller
FAC Result Mir Qazi Anwar
Hussain and Deputy Con-
troller SSC Result Manwar
Hussain distributed 0.1 mil-
lion cash prizes.

People urged to observe
Black Day on August 5

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Friday announced
to establish a National Task
Force dedicated to enhanc-
ing Productivity, Quality
and Innovation (PQI)
across all sectors of the
economy for revitalizing
Pakistan’s economic land-
scape.

“This initiative, set to
be launched in August 2024
— coinciding with the
month of Pakistan’s inde-
pendence — signals a sig-
nificant step toward ad-
dressing the nation’s criti-
cal economic challenges,
fostering a culture of inno-
vation, and unlocking new
avenues for growth,” a
news release said.

The Task Force,
which initially gained wide-
spread support from global
and domestic stakeholders

during its conceptual phase
in the previous tenure,
faced setbacks due to po-
litical disruptions in 2018.

However, with re-
newed determination and a
clear vision, Ahsan Iqbal
said he was committed to
steering this initiative back
on track, fostering an envi-
ronment where innovation
and productivity advance-
ments can drive substantial
economic progress.

The Task Force’s
mandate is the promotion
of innovation as a driving
force behind economic
growth.

By encouraging cre-
ative solutions, new tech-
nologies and cutting-edge
practices across industries,
the Task Force aims to po-
sition Pakistan as a leader
in innovation.

This includes fostering
a culture of entrepreneur-
ship, supporting research

and development (R&D)
initiatives, and facilitating
collaboration between
academia, industry, and
government.

It also aims to lever-
age innovation and produc-
tivity improvements in the
agriculture sector to signifi-
cantly reduce rural poverty.

By enhancing produc-
tivity, the initiative seeks to
increase yields, lower
costs, and improve essen-
tial services such as
healthcare, education, agri-
culture, and infrastructure,
directly benefiting rural
communities. The planning
minister emphasized that
elevating rural living stan-
dards was central to his
government’s agenda.

Under the initiative,
universities will be encour-
aged to prioritize research
and innovation that en-
hances productivity across
various sectors.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) has
called upon the people of
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) to observe August
5, Youm-e-Istehsal Kash-
mir, as Black Day to send a
strong message to the world
that India is an illegal occu-
pier of their homeland and
that Kashmiris will persist
in their struggle for the
United Nations-granted
right to self-determination.

The appeal was made
through separate messages
issued in Srinagar on behalf
of the illegally detained
Hurriyat leadership, includ-
ing APHC Chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt and
Shabbir Ahmed Shah, both
of whom are languishing in
New Delhi’s notorious

Tihar Jail. Other Hurriyat
leaders and parties includ-
ing incarcerated Bilal
Siddique have also called for
the observance of August 5
(Monday) as Black Day.

The Hurriyat leaders
described the illegal actions
taken on August 5, 2019 as
an assault on Kashmir’s
unique identity, status, cul-
ture, and demography.
They urged Kashmiris
worldwide to hold protest
demonstrations on Monday
to draw global attention to
the suffering of the op-
pressed people in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir. It was
on August 5, 2019, when
the RSS-backed BJP gov-
ernment of India, led by
Narendra Modi, scrapped
the special status of IIOJK
in blatant violation of inter-
national laws and norms.

Pak makes it mandatory
for Afghan truck drivers

to keep passports

Mishal Malik appeals world community
to ‘Save Kashmir from Indian Clutches’

ECP asks political parties
to submit statements
of accounts by Aug 29

Hope new generations
to further strengthen

Pak-Turkiye ties

Bilawal grieves
over loss of lives

in monsoon
rains

KARACHI (APP): Chair-
man of Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has ex-
pressed deep sorrow and
grief over the loss of lives
and property caused by the
ongoing monsoon rains in
various parts of the coun-
try.

The PPP Chairman
highlighted that the prov-
ince of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has
suffered the most significant
loss of life, with ten fatali-
ties reported in Kohat dis-
trict alone. He noted that
due to severe weather and
lack of communication fa-
cilities, many incidents in
remote areas of KP remain
unreported.

He expressed regret
that rain victims in KP are
left helpless, with no vis-
ible government assistance.

Addressing the situa-
tion in Punjab, Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari ex-
pressed hope that the pro-
vincial government will en-
sure timely and indiscrimi-
nate assistance to those af-
fected by the rains.

President
vehemently
flays Tank

terror attack
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Friday strongly con-
demned firing incident on a
convoy of judges in Tank,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to a press
release from the President’s
House, President Zardari
expressed his condolences
over the martyrdom of se-
curity personnel, offering
his sympathies to the
families of the deceased
and praying for their
strength during this difficult
time.

President Zardari
prayed for the martyred
security personnel’s eleva-
tion in Jannah and affirmed
the nation’s unwavering
commitment to eradicating
terrorism.

Fawad urges
joint protest
against govt
over inflated
power bills

LAHORE (INP): Former
federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry slammed the
government on Friday for
burdening the salaried
class with excessive taxes
and reaping benefits from
that.

Speaking to media out-
side an anti-terrorism court
(ATC) after his court ap-
pearance, the former min-
ister said that it was obvi-
ous that the government
would not give any lever-
age to the weighed down
salaried class.

He called for a joint
protest by the opposition
parties against the govern-
ment if they want to make
it a success.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif stated on Friday that
the government was fo-
cused on providing relief to
electricity consumers, as
reducing electricity prices
was a key agenda for PML-
N President Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, the govern-
ment, and its allies.

In his initial remarks
at the Cabinet meeting,
Sharif emphasized that the
government needed to lower
electricity prices to boost
the country’s exports. He
pointed out that without
this reduction, neither the
agricultural sector nor the
industrial sector could ex-
pand effectively. Competi-
tiveness in the industry was
directly linked to lower elec-
tricity prices, he remarked.

Sharif criticized the
use of electricity issues for
political gain, calling it dis-
respectful to the public. He
highlighted that the nation
sought a resolution to this
problem. Addressing inef-

ficiencies and corruption
within the Federal Bureau
of Revenue (FBR) and the
Energy Sector, and making
these institutions efficient,
would set the country on
the right path.

He assured that the
government was aware of
the people’s problems and
doing its utmost to address
them.

Shehbaz noted that
the PML-N government
had resolved the 20-hour
daily load-shedding issue.
At that time, few were will-
ing to invest significantly in
electricity production, with
China being the only coun-
try showing interest in in-
vesting in power generation.
In 2015, the prime minister
mentioned that some of the
fastest power-producing
plants in history were in-
stalled. The government set
up four LNG plants, each
with a capacity of 500 MW
and a turbine efficiency of
64 percent. Credit for these
cost-effective plants went

to Nawaz Sharif. At that
time, NEPRA’s tariff was
$8.5, and the plants were
built for just $450,000.
These agreements should
not be criticized, as they
represented a sincere effort
to address Pakistan’s most
pressing challenge.

He instructed minis-
ters and government offi-
cials to inform the public
about the steps taken by
successive PML-N govern-
ments to eliminate load-
shedding in the country.

The government had
extended the last date for
paying electricity bills by
10 days, said the prime
minister. Likewise, the elec-
tricity tariff for the
country’s industry had
been reduced by Rs 8.5 per
unit. A Rs 170 billion sub-
sidy was being provided to
the industry in this regard.

The prime minister
said that the government
was making collective ef-
forts to address electricity
theft.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Mishal Hussein Malik, the
wife of senior Kashmiri
leader Yasin Malik Friday
urged the global commu-
nity to intervene and ‘Save
Kashmir from Indian
Clutches as India continu-
ously snatching the basic
rights of Kashmiris, includ-
ing their right to freedom,
self-determination, and
even their identity.

In her message on PTV
news channel related to
‘Youm-e-Istehsal day she
emphasized the need for
global pressure to force In-
dia to reverse its illegal ac-
tions of August 5, 2019,
which have led to a humani-
tarian crisis and egregious
human rights abuses in the

region. She appeal seeks to
galvanize international
support for the Kashmiri
people’s quest for justice,
freedom, and self-determi-
nation. Mishal Hussein
Malik question to the in-
ternational community,
asking when they would
respond to India’s blatant
snatching of Kashmiris’
property, social, and eco-
nomic rights. She lamented
that the world has remained
silent as India continues to
perpetrate atrocities in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK), leav-
ing the Kashmiri people
vulnerable to exploitation
and oppression.

Malik’s query high-
lights the urgency of the

situation, as Kashmiris face
dispossession, cultural era-
sure, and economic stran-
gulation, their fundamental
rights trampled by India’s
authoritarian grip. She im-
plores the global commu-
nity to awaken to the
Kashmiris’ plight and de-
mand accountability from
India for its egregious vio-
lations of human rights and
international law. Mishal
Hussein Malik expressed her
gratitude towards Pakistan
for its unwavering support
for the Kashmiri people,
adding, Pakistan consistent
stance on the Kashmir issue,
saying that their diplomatic
boycott and pressure tactics
have helped bring interna-
tional attention.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ambassador of Turkiye to
Pakistan, Prof. Dr. Mehmet
Pacaci has there exist a long
historical, friendly and fra-
ternal relationship between
Pakistan and Turkiye and
we hope that the new gen-
erations of both countries
will further strengthen
these ties.

While addressing the
certificate distribution cer-
emony of the two-week
summer camp organized by
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) in collabora-
tion with Yunus Emre In-
stitute, Pakistan here Fri-
day, the Turkish Ambassa-
dor mentioned that these
activities will bring the
younger generations of the

two countries closer, ulti-
mately strengthening the
relationship. Dr. Mehmet
Pacaci also extended con-
gratulations to the univer-
sity and the Yunus Emre
Institute for arranging the
camp. Dean of Faculty of
Social Sciences and Hu-
manities, Prof. Dr. Abdul
Aziz Sahir said that Paki-
stanis and Turkish people
considered each other as
their second home. Turkish
children are eager to learn
Urdu, and Pakistani children
are enthusiastic about learn-
ing Turkish, he said and
added that there were simi-
larities in the history and
culture of the two countries,
and the moon and star on
the flags of both countries.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on Fri-
day reminded all the heads
of Political Parties to sub-
mit their consolidated
statements of accounts
(Form-D) for financial year
2023-24 on or before Au-
gust 29.

“In terms of section
210 of the Elections Act,
2017 read with section 204
of the Act ibid and rule 159
& 160 of the Election Rules,
2017, thereof, that the po-
litical parties are required to
file with Election Commis-
sion their Consolidated
Statement of Accounts on
(Form-D) for financial year,

2023-24 ended on 30th
June, 2024 on or before
2 9 t h  Au g u s t ,  2 0 2 4,”
said a press release issued
here.

It may be recalled that
Section 210 of the Elections
Act, 2017 provides that a
Political Party shall, in such
a manner as may be pre-
scribed, submit to the
Commission, within sixty
days from the close of a
financial year, a consoli-
dated statement of its ac-
counts audited by a Char-
tered Accountant on Form-
D containing, annual in-
come and expenses, sources
of its funds and assets and
liabilities.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistani customs authorities
have started enforcing a visa
requirement for Afghan
cargo truck drivers to enter
Pakistan.

However, according to
the customs authorities, as
per the bilateral agreement,
the visa requirement for
cargo trucks has been
implemented starting Au-
gust 1. As a result, cargo ve-
hicles without visas have
been barred from entering
Pakistan through the
Torkham border crossing.

In retaliation, the Af-
ghan security authorities
have now banned the entry
of all types of cargo ve-
hicles from Pakistan into
Afghanistan.

Due to this situation,
bilateral trade activities
have been suspended, and
thousands of cargo trucks
are now stranded on both
sides of the border.

Previously, until July
31st of this year, Afghan
cargo truck drivers were
provided with temporary
entry permits (TAD) to fa-
cilitate trade activities with-

out the need for visas.
Before this meeting,

Pakistan’s Foreign Secre-
tary stated that the govern-
ment has terminated its ex-
isting policy and made pass-
ports mandatory for entry
into the country. As a re-
sult, truck drivers will no
longer be allowed to cross
the Pak-Afghan border us-
ing temporary documents.

The Foreign Secretary
also expressed concerns
about the presence of ter-
rorist groups like ISIS, the
East Turkestan Movement,
and the banned TTP con-
tinuing their activities from
Afghanistan against Paki-
stan. He stated that the
presence of the banned
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) in Afghanistan poses
a persistent threat to Paki-
stan, and that Islamabad has
repeatedly conveyed its
concerns to the Afghan au-
thorities. Furthermore, the
Foreign Secretary noted
that since the takeover by
the Afghan Taliban, there
has been an increase in anti-
Pakistan activities originat-
ing from Afghanistan.

JI sit-in enters
8th day amid
stalemate in
negotiations

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Jamaat-e-Islami’s sit-
in against inflated electric-
ity bills and rising inflation
has entered its eighth day
at Liaquat Bagh,
Rawalpindi.

The protest includes
10 demands from the gov-
ernment, including signifi-
cant reduction in electricity
prices, elimination of un-
necessary taxes, renegotia-
tion of contracts with In-
dependent Power Produc-
ers (IPPs), and cuts in gov-
ernment expenditures.

Two rounds of nego-
tiations between the gov-
ernment and the Jamaat-e-
Islami leadership have
ended fruitless.


