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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Asia Internet Coalition calls on Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

KARACHI: Karachi Jamat e Islami hold protest
against Israel Government after killing of Hamas
political chief Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with a delegation from
Kurram led by MNA Hamid Hussain.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over meeting of Board of Directors of Balochistan Coastal Development Authority

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti participating in a meeting through
video chaired by Federal Minister Musaddiq Malik to review progress on Kachhi canal

Mobile network to be restored

Govt. reaches agreement with
Gwadar protesters, all arrested
workers of BYC to be released

Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh
assassinated in Tehran

PM Shahbaz vows to make
Pakistan leading country

in AI infrastructure
Govt slashes petroleum prices

by up to Rs10.86 per litre
The new price of petrol is 269.43

and high speed diesel 272.77 per liter.

“Instant restoration of water in
Kachhi canal unavoidable”:

Federation ought to give
positive message by paying

special heed towards
Balochistan, insists CM

Federal Minister Water Resources directs to
concerned authorities to take speedy measures

for restoration of water in Kachhi canal’s phase-
I first then work on project of saving from

flashflood

Zia urges protestors to sort
out issue of missing persons
sitting with govt instead of
lodging protest everyday

Political organization has status
of vanguard in development of

country & nation: Governor
Sheikh Jaffar Mandokhail emphasizes it is social and political

responsibility of elected representatives to make conscious
efforts for uniting people instead of dividing them

QUETTA: Former Provincial Minister Mujeebur Rehman Hassni and former
MNA Ehsan Reki meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail

Women in Balochistan to be
included in Benazir Kafalat

programme: Senator Rubina

Two organisations
banned for

involvement
in terrorism

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stani government has
banned two terrorist orga-
nizations involved in ter-
rorism. The National
Counter Terrorism Author-
ity (NACTA) has declared
Hafiz Gul Bahadur Group
and Majid Brigade as pro-
scribed organizations, fol-
lowing approval from the
Ministry of Interior.

According to NACTA,
both organizations were
banned after two years of
surveillance. Hafiz Gul
Bahadur Group was banned
on July 25, while Majid
Brigade Group was banned
on July 18.

Kurram
delegation

calls on Naqvi
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation from Kurram, led
by MNA Hamid Hussain
called on Minister for Inte-
rior Mohsin Naqvi on
Wednesday.

The delegation in-
cluded Munir Hussain,
Professor Shabbir Bangash,
Muhammad Bashir
Bangash, Rahim Gul, and
Haji Noor Rahman. Federal
Secretary Interior Khurram
Ali Agha was also present
on the occasion.

The min is ter  ex-
pressed concern over the
unfortunate incidents in
Kurram and discussed a
comprehensive strategy
to prevent such incidents in
the future.

Mohsin Naqvi ex-
pressed profound grief and
sorrow over the loss of pre-
cious human lives and
prayed for the swift recov-
ery of the injured. He said
that the clash between two
groups was given a wrong
interpretation.

He emphasized that
leading personalities of the
area should play their posi-
tive role for lasting solution
to this issue and the gov-
ernment will provide all
possible assistance in this
regard.

The minister reiterated
that everyone needs to play
his role in maintaining
brotherhood and harmony
in the area.

He also called a meet-
ing with the representatives
and leading personalities
from both groups.

NA Body clears Election Act Amendment
Bill 2024 amid controversy

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Standing Committee on Parliamentary Affairs has passed the
Election Act Amendment Bill 2024 by a majority vote, despite significant opposition and
absence of key parties.

Chairman Rana Aradat Sharif led the National Assembly Standing Committee’s
session, where the bill to amend the Elections Act 2017 was reviewed. Bilal Azhar
Kayani provided a briefing on the proposed amendments.

Tensions flared during the meeting as opposition member Ali Muhammad Khan
clashed with Parliamentary Affairs Minister Azam Nazir Tarar over the bill. Tarar
defended the bill, asserting that the amendments are in line with constitutional and legal
standards.

Deeply shocked by timing: Pakistan
condemns assassination of Haniyeh;

Political leaders see Haniyeh’s elimina-
tion as a blow to Palestine cause;  UN
Security Council to hold emergency

meeting over Hamas chief killing
TEHRAN (INP): Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh was
assassinated in the early
hours of the morning in
Iran, the Palestinian resis-
tance group Hamas said on
Wednesday, describing the
strike as a “severe escala-
tion” that would not
achieve its goals.

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) con-
firmed the death of

Haniyeh, hours after he at-
tended a swearing in cer-
emony for the country’s
new president, and said it
was investigating.

“Early this morning,
the residence of Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran was
struck, resulting in his and
one of his body guards’
martyrdom. The cause is
under investigation and will
be announced soon,” the

Revolutionary Guards said.
There was no immedi-

ate comment from Israeli
authorities.

The news, which came
less than 24 hours after Is-
rael claimed to have killed
the Hezbollah commander

it said was behind a deadly
strike in the Israeli-occu-
pied Golan Heights, ap-
pears to set back chances
of any imminent ceasefire
agreement in Gaza.

“This assassination by
the Israeli occupation of
Brother Haniyeh is a grave
escalation that aims to
break the will of Hamas,”
senior Hamas official Sami
Abu Zuhri told media.

He said Hamas would
continue the path it was
following, adding: “We are
confident of victory.”

Meanwhile, another
senior Hamas official,
Moussa Abu Marzouk, said

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
GWADAR: Assistant
Commissioner Gwadar, Mir
Javed Zehri, has announced
that the government has
reached a successful agree-
ment with the Gwadar pro-
testers. The agreement was
reached after negotiations
between the government and
the Baloch Yekjehti Com-
mittee.

According to the agree-
ment, all arrested workers of
the Baloch Yekjehti Com-
mittee will be released, mo-
bile networks will be re-
stored, and all roads will be
opened by removing block-
ades. The Gwadar BYC has
also agreed to end its sit-in

protest.
The local leadership of

the National Party, BNP,
Jamaat-e-Islami, and BNP
Awami played a key role in
mediating the agreement.
Assistant Commissioner
Gwadar, Mir Javed Zehri,
spoke to a private tv chan-
nel about the agreement.

Earlier Deputy Com-
missioner Hamoodur
Rehman has taken swift no-
tice of a video circulating on
social media regarding
Mehrang Baloch and an-
nounced that she is com-
pletely safe and engaged in
negotiations with the admin-
istration.

He clarified that

Mehrang Baloch has not
been harmed in any way, and
the rumors spreading are
baseless and false. The
Deputy Commissioner
termed the news circulating
on social media, WhatsApp
groups, and other platforms
as propaganda aimed at cre-
ating chaos in the city.

He assured that the cur-
rent situation is improving,
and no harm has come to
Mehrang Baloch or any
other woman, nor can it.
Deputy Commissioner
Hamoodur Rehman further
stated that the administra-
tion respects the Baloch
women in Gwadar like their
mothers and sisters.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that the political or-
ganization has the status of
vanguard in development of
the country and nation, as
such it is the social and po-
litical responsibility of all
the elected representatives
to make conscious efforts
for uniting the people in-
stead of dividing them.

The Governor stressed
that elected representatives
should wholeheartedly ad-
vocate the rights and inter-
ests of the voiceless and
destitute people of the so-
ciety.

He said that the coun-
try has come out of the

economic hardships be-
cause of the wise decisions
of the incumbent govern-
ment and now it is neces-
sary to create other easiness
for the people by promot-
ing trade and economic ac-
tivities.

The Governor was
speaking to the former Pro-
vincial Minister, Mir
Mujeebur Rehman
Muhammad Hassani,
former Member National
Assembly, Mir Ehsan Reki
and District Chairman, Mir
Irfan Reki who called on him
here at the Governor House
on Wednesday.

The Governor main-
tained that the political or-
ganizations and workers
play key role in promoting

collective sense of the rights
and duties among masses,
boosting social justice and
democratic behaviours and
ensuring implementation
on the public rights.

He also stressed that it
is responsibility of the
elected representatives to
formulate such public
friendly policies through
legislation which may pave
the way for protection of
public rights and fundamen-
tal freedom.

He said that he learnt
following affiliation with
practical politics for four
decades that any political
organization surely gets
success if ensures transpar-
ency, responsibility and
answerability.

ISLAMABAD (INP) –
The federal government on
Wednesday announced a
significant decrease in pe-
troleum prices for the first
fortnight of August 2024.
The prices were reduced
after getting an approval
from Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, said a noti-
fication issued by the Min-
istry of Finance.

The new prices will
come into effect from Au-
gust 1, 2024.

The petrol price was
decreased by Rs6.17 per li-
tre as new price has been
fixed at Rs269.43. The
price of high speed diesel
was reduced by Rs10.86 to
Rs272.77.

Similarly, the price of
light speed diesel was re-
duced by Rs5.72 to
Rs160.53 per litre. Simi-
larly, the price of kerosene
oil dipped by Rs6.32 to
Rs177.39 per litre for first
half of August.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
categorically stated that im-
mediate restoration of wa-
ter in Kachhi canal is un-
avoidable. He pleaded to
restore water in Kachhi ca-
nal under Proposal II made
by WAPDA first and then
start work on the long-term

project.
He also pleaded to start

work on the Phase-II and
III of Kachhi canal project
without any further delay
as one generation has al-
ready passed in wait of
completion of the Phase-I
of Kachhi canal.

And now second and
third generation must not

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday said
that the government was
taking all-out measures to
provide fast and uninter-
rupted Internet connectiv-
ity to the people.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with a three-
member delegation of Asia
Internet Coalition, headed
by Managing Director Jeff
Paine, said that the govern-
ment was implementing a
strategy to attract foreign
investment in the informa-
tion technology infrastruc-
ture.

The meeting featured
the discussion on data se-
curity, code of ethics for
Internet content, and pre-
vention of electronic crimes.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz told the delegation
that the government was
working to promote a basic
infrastructure based on ar-
tificial intelligence.

He said the government
was resolved to make Paki-
stan achieve a distinction in
AI infrastructure in the re-

gion.
He said under the Digi-

tal Pakistan Initiative, the
whole system was being
digitised and expressed the
hope that the digitisation of
Federal Board of Revenue
would prove to be a mile-
stone towards economic
digitisation and automation.

During the briefing, it
was informed that consul-
tation with all stakeholders
on the draft of Personal
Data Protection Bill was in
progress.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz appreciated the
services of Asia Internet
Coalition in promoting IT
and Internet infrastructure
in the Asia Pacific Region.

The delegation mem-
bers apprised the prime
minister of the Coalition’s
services in Pakistan’s IT
sector.

Minister of State for
Information Technology
and Telecommunications
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, IT
expert Tania Aidrus and rel-
evant senior officers at-
tended the meeting.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of the Benazir
Income Support
Programme (BISP), Senator
Rubina Khalid Wednesday
said that women belonging
to the Balochistan province
having PMT score upto 60
are being included in the
BISP Kafalat and other
programmes.

She was speaking dur-
ing a meeting with the Ad-
visor to Chief Minister
Balochistan on Commerce
and Industry, Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri. The meeting
was held to discuss impor-
tant issues related to BISP
beneficiaries in
Balochistan.

During the meeting,
Senator Rubina Khalid said,
on the special instructions
of President Asif Ali
Zardari, women belonging
to the Balochistan province

are being included in the
Kafalat programme.

The meeting discussed
several key issues includ-
ing the challenges faced by
women beneficiaries in
Balochistan and solutions
to improve their well-being.

A significant focus was
placed on skill develop-
ment programs aimed at
enabling beneficiaries and
youth to start their own
businesses, thereby helping
them rise out of poverty.

This initiative also aims
to uplift the lives of Benazir
Income Support
Programme beneficiaries
and include more eligible
families in the programme.

Additionally, the mat-
ter of registering women in
BISP through Mobile Reg-
istration Vans to ensure
wider reach and inclusivity
was also discussed.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home and
Tribal Affairs, Mir Ziaullah
Langove has said that the
government is ready to re-
solve all the issues through
dialogue under the law and
constitution and urged the
protestors to sort our issue
of missing persons sitting
with the government in-
stead of lodging protest ev-
eryday. He said that the
role of women is very im-
portant in development of
every nation and country,
as such he appealed to the
women as he called them
mothers and sisters to join
hands for development and
prosperity.

H also appealed to the
women to learn lesson of
progress, knowledge and
books instead of pushing
the next generations in the

darkness and destructions.
The Provincial Minis-

ter was presiding over the
meeting on law and order
situation in Gwadar on
Wednesday.

While the district and
divisional high ups were in
attendance at the meeting,
the Inspector General of
Police, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh and Additional Chief
Secretary Home, Zahid
Saleem participated in the
meeting through video link.

The meeting reviewed
the security arrangements
and measures for restora-
tion of peace in Gwadar,
and important decisions
were made. Speaking on the
occasion, the Provincial
Minister pointed out that
the so-called well wishers
are creating hindrance in
foreign and local investment
in Gwadar.
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ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister and Chairman PCB Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi
and Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training, Dr. Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui viewing Sports Kits and Track Suits during distribution
ceremony at Islamabad Model College for Girls (IMCG), F-6/2.

KHUJURA: International tourist enjoying thier trip and possing for Picture
at Pak-China Boarder Khunjra Pass.

LAHORE: Former Justice Nasira Javed Iqbal and
other women are cutting the cake on the occasion
of Madr-e-Millat Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah’s birth-
day at Aiwan e Karkunan of the provincial capital
of Pakistan.

ZIARAT: Chairman Al-Hijra Trust Abdul Karim Saqib presenting shields to
Speaker Balochistan Abdul Khaliq Achakzai, Secretary Finance Babar Khan
and CEO BRSP Tahir Rasheed

QUETTA: A delegation led by President Al-Khidmat Foundation Jameel Kurd
meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

be lost while completing the
Phase-II and III.

The Chief Minister
was speaking at the meet-
ing on the Kachhi canal
project chaired by the Fed-
eral Minister for Water Re-
sources, Musaddiq Malik
in Islamabad, on Wednes-
day. It may be mentioned
here that the Chief Minis-
ter, provincial ministers and
other concerned high ups
participated in the meeting
through video link from
Quetta.

The Chief Minister
told the meeting that the
people associated with ag-
riculture are facing hard-
ships due to non-availabil-
ity of water in Kachhi ca-
nal. As he pleaded to reha-
bilitate the canal before for-
mulation of the strategy to
cope with the flood situa-
tion in future, the Federal
Minister for Water Re-
sources was agreed with his
(CM) proposal and directed
to the concerned authorities
to take speedy measures
for restoration of the water
in canal’s Phase-I first then
work on the project.

He assured that water
would be restored in the
Kachhi canal immediately
before the long-term project
of rehabilitation of the ca-
nal.

Earlier, the Chief Min-
ister insisted that the water
supply should be restored
in the Kachhi canal as the
planning of prevention of
the flood is a long process.

He also recalled that
Kachhi canal project which
had been launched in 2002
had been delayed for long.
However, work was started
on the project in 2013.
While irrigation of the
unpopulated land measur-
ing around one lakh acre was
started under Phase-I of the
project, the 2022 flood
caused damages to the
Kachhi canal suspending
supply of water, the Chief
Minister added.

Now the situation is
that the people of area are
not having the water for
drinking purposes even, the
Chief Minister mentioned
adding that migration of the
dwellers has been started
from the area. Under the
situation, he insisted that
the water supply should
be restored in the Kachhi
canal after desalting.

the assassination of
Haniyeh is a “cowardly act
that will not go unpun-
ished”.

Haniyeh, normally
based in Qatar, has been the
face of the Palestinian
group’s international diplo-
macy as the war set off by
the Hamas-led attack on
Israel on October 7 has
raged in Gaza, where three
of his sons were killed in an
Israeli airstrike.

Appointed to the
Hamas top job in 2017,
Haniyeh has moved be-
tween Turkey and Qatar’s
capital Doha, escaping the
travel curbs of the block-
aded Gaza Strip and en-
abling him to act as a nego-
tiator in ceasefire talks or
to talk to Hamas’ ally Iran.

APP adds: Pakistan on
Wednesday condemned
the assassination of the
chief of Hamas Political
Bureau Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran, expressing serious
concern over the growing
Israeli adventurism in the
region.

“We are deeply
shocked by the timing of
this reckless act, coincid-
ing with the inauguration
of the President of Iran, an
event attended by several

foreign dignitaries, includ-
ing the Deputy Prime
Minister of Pakistan,” ac-
cording to a Foreign Office
press release.

Extending condolences
to his family and the
people of Palestine, the
Foreign Office spokesper-
son reiterated that Paki-
stan condemned terrorism
in all its forms and mani-
festations including extra-
judicial and extraterritorial
killings, irrespective of the
motives.

“Pakistan views with
serious concern the grow-
ing Israeli adventurism in
the region. Its latest acts
constitute a dangerous es-
calation in an already vola-
tile region and undermine
efforts for peace,” the
spokesperson added.

Jamat-e-Islami Emir
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman,
Sirajul Haq, and Pakistan
Muslim League-N Senator
Mushahid Hussain Syed
have expressed grief over
the death of Hamas chief
Ismail Haniyeh.

In a message on X, JI
Emir Hafiz Naeem said
Ismail Haniyeh’s migration
and martyrdom was a dedi-
cation towards Allah.

He praised Haniyeh by
saying that Hamas chief had
fought the cruelest power

on earth.
Naeem said Ismail

Haniyeh, the lion of Allah,
had succeeded and made his
way towards paradise.

The JI emir said Israel
and its guardians would
pay the price for this cru-
elty.

“Israel’s actions have
put the world in new chal-
lenges, it is evident that this
war will no longer be lim-
ited to Gaza,” he said.

Ex-emir Siraj ul Haq
expresses his grief

JI’s ex-emir Sirajul Haq
also condemned the incident
and praised Hamas by high-
lighting their effort toward
fighting Israel for the cause
of Palestine’s indepen-
dence.

He addressed the Mus-
lim world by saying that
the Muslims needed to re-
act effectively and must
give a befitting response to
Israel.

Haq further said dia-
logue was not the solu-
tion anymore and Israel
must exit the Muslim ter-
ritory.

“Israel is a terrorist
who has occupied the
Muslim territory. This is
not the fight of Gaza or
Palestine anymore but the
fight of the whole Muslim
world,” he said.

Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh...
Continued from page 1

Federation ought
to give....

Continued from page 1

JI puts forward demands
before govt committee

in second round of talks
ISLAMABAD (INP) – A
second round of dialogue
was held between Jamat-e-
Islami and government on
Wednesday.

The JI had put forward
its demands before the gov-
ernmental committee and
said it was committed to
prolong the peaceful pro-
test.

Talking to the media
after the dialogue, Liaquat
Baloch said protest and dia-
logue would go hand in hand
as the party enjoyed the
support of the masses.

We have repeatedly
said the people could not
afford to pay the skyrock-
eting power bills and there-
fore the government should

show some seriousness.
On the occasion, Fed-

eral Minister Amir Muqaam
said the government, too,
wanted to reduce the prices
of electricity, petrol and
flour.

Some of the demands of
the JI are practical and
needed to be implemented,
he said.

Moreover, PML-N’s
Tariq Fazal Chaudhary said
the dialogue had happened
in a pleasant atmosphere
and the prime minister also
wanted that the people be
given relief.

He said the government
would serve the people
more than the resources it
has.

Policemen among three
killed in terrorist

attack: DPO
PESHAWAR (APP): Three persons including two po-
licemen were killed during terrorists attack on police check
point in Khyber tribal district on Wednesday.

District Police Officer (DPO) Khyber, Salim Abbas
told journalists that police checkpoint was attacked at
Charwazagai area in Landikotal tehsil near the Pak-Af-
ghan border. As a result, two policemen including Assis-
tant Sub Inspector (ASI) Alamzeb were martyred
alongwith a civilian.

He said that one policemen and a civilian sustained
injuries and shifted to hospital.

Youth leadership
camp concludes in Swat

By Haroon Siraj
SWAT:- The National
Youth Summer Camp 2024,
jointly organized by Hawks
Youth Vision Foundation
and International School of
Leadership and Youth Af-
fairs, Swat, concluded on
the other day. The four-day
the camp, held from July
25 to 28, brought together
50 young participants from
across Pakistan to develop
leadership skills, foster
teamwork, and promote
community service.

Renowned speakers
and experts led engaging
workshops and sessions on
leadership, social justice,
sustainable development,
and climate change. Addi-
tionally, the camp orga-
nized a plantation drive and
cleaning activities at
Malamjaba and Saidu

Sharif, Swat, emphasizing
the importance of environ-
mental responsibility.

Participants praised the
camp for providing a plat-
form to learn, grow, and
connect with like-minded
individuals. This camp has
empowered me to become
a better leader and change-
maker, said Vanika, a par-
ticipant from Sindh.

Sana Ullah Hunain
Founder Hawks Youth Vi-
sion Foundation  said that
organization aims to em-
power young leaders to
drive positive change in
their communities. The or-
ganization plans to organize
more camps and initiatives
to promote leadership de-
velopment and youth em-
powerment, ultimately
contributing to a brighter fu-
ture for Pakistan.

‘Sports Kits & Track Suits’ distribution
ceremony held at IMCG F-6/2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Federal Edu-
cation and Professional
Training on Wednesday
organised “Sports Kits and
Track Suits” distribution
ceremony here at
Islamabad Model College
for Girls, F/6-2.

The ceremony was at-
tended by the Minister for
Federal Education Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui as chief
guest,  while Chairman
PCB and Minister for In-
terior Mohsin Naqvi as
guest of honour. Secretary
of Federal Education
Mohyuddin Ahmad Wani,
and a large number of stu-
dents and teachers were
also present on the occa-

sion.
This initiative aims to

promote physical educa-
tion and encourage stu-
dents to engage in sports
activities, fostering a
healthy body and mind.
Under the project, the stu-
dents of primary schools
to be given track suits to
wear during sports activi-
ties, promoting unity and
team spirit.

“A healthy body is es-
sential for a healthy mind.”
This initiative is a step to-
wards nurturing well-
rounded individuals who
excel in both academics and
physical activities.

In his opening re-
marks, Secretary Federal

Education Mohyuddin
Ahmad Wani, emphasized
the need to establish such
an Eco-system under
which besides focusing
children’s education, their
health would also be im-
proved. He said that under
the project, around 26
Gyms had been established
in schools while 23 out-
door sports facilities had
also been provided.

Meanwhile, in his ad-
dress, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi lauded the
efforts of the Federal Edu-
cation Minister Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui for his
commitment of providing
quality education to stu-
dents.

PM lauds Fatima Jinnah’s
contributions to Pakistan

Movement, democracy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday paid
tribute to Madr-e-Millat
Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah
on her birth anniversary,
lauding her significant con-
tributions during the Paki-
stan Movement and for
promoting democracy in
the country.

“While celebrating
Madr-e-Millat Mohtarma
Fatima Jinnah’s birth anni-
versary, we reflect on her
significant contributions
alongside our esteemed
founder, Quaid-i-Azam

Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
during the struggle for in-
dependence,” the prime
minister wrote on his X
timeline.

He said that late Fatima
Jinnah’s commitment to
promoting democracy was
both remarkable and inspi-
rational. “She remains a re-
spected and beloved role
model for all Pakistanis,
embodying the spirit of re-
silience and dedication. The
enduring legacy she left be-
hind will continue to illu-
minate our path forward,”
he added.

3 policemen killed in Ghotki firing
GHOTKI (APP):Three policemen were killed in a firing
incident that took place near Karonti police station area
of Ghotki district of Sindh, tv channels quoting SSP re-
ported on Wednesday.

According to SSP Sumair Noor, unknown armed
men targeted three police personnel going for duty
near Karonti police station located in the vicinity of
Ghoth Miani area. As a result of firing, three policemen
died on the spot.

PBBF constitutes new
scrutiny committee for

KBBA affairs
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Basketball Federa-
tion (PBBF) has formed a
new scrutiny committee to
probe the Karachi Basket-
ball Association (KBBA)
and assess its affiliated
clubs.

Initially, Mahfooz-ul-
Haq was appointed as the
chairman of the committee.
However, due to personal
reasons, he excused himself
from the position. Conse-
quently, the PBBF recon-
stituted the committee, ap-

pointing Muhammad
Ashfaq as the new chair-
man. The committee also
includes Islam Khan Niazi
and Wasim ur Rehman as
members.

The newly formed
committee has been tasked
with thoroughly scrutiniz-
ing the operations and gov-
ernance of the KBBA. The
PBBF has expressed confi-
dence that the committee
will conduct a comprehen-
sive review and submit its
findings in a timely manner.

WCL emerges as
2nd most watched
franchise cricket

across globe
SINGAPORE (INP): The
World Cricket League
(WCL) has emerged as
most-watched global league
in India and second most
watched league at interna-
tional level. The semi final
between India and Austra-
lia saw the reflection of
yesteryear’s Yuvraj Singh,
Pathan Brothers and
Harbhajan Singh while the
Pakistan-India finals was a
great trip down the memory
lane with more than 30
Million audience experienc-
ing it.

The WCL garnered a
staggering 145 million view-
ers in India alone, of which
75 million unique viewers
tuned in on Star Sports, and
approximately 70 million
engaged through the digital
broadcast platforms.

Pakistan also saw im-
pressive numbers, with digi-
tal viewership reaching 40
million. The TV ratings for
the finals soared to an in-
credible 4.9, bringing the
total reach to 50 million
viewers in the country.

Incidentally these num-
bers are better than almost
all the global leagues broad-
casted in both countries.

The WCL’s success
wasn’t limited to the sub-
continent. In the UK, the
league had great visibility
with average daily audience
surpassing many concur-
rent cricket tournaments.

ATC orders to
produce Imran,
Qureshi through

video link
ISLAMABAD (APP): An
Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) on Wednesday di-
rected the jail administra-
tion to present PTI founder
Imran Khan and Shah
Mehmood Qureshi through
video link in two different
cases.

ATC Judge Tahir
Abbas Sapra heard the case
against the two accused.
During hearing the judge
questioned that whether
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
was a convicted prisoner
and where he is housed cur-
rently.

The PTI’s lawyer
adopted the stance that Mr
Qureshi was not a convict
person and he is in Kot
Lakhpat Jail Lahore.
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ISLAMABAD: Embassy of Palestine in Islamabad
hoisted the flag at half-mast to mourn the martyr-
dom of head of the Hamas movement, senior leader
Ismail Haniyeh.

MUZAFFRABAD: Labourers are busy in construc-
tion work with the help of heavy machinery along-
side a road in the city.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education and Professional Training,
Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui inaugurated a new building for the Pakistan
Education Endowment Fund (PEEF).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Law and Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar chaired first meeting of the Committee to give recommendations for
independent Drug Pricing Body.

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Romina Khursheed Alam, Coordinator to the Prime Min-
ister on Climate Change and Environment, alongside Sardar Muhammad
Jamal Khan Leghari, Senator and Wildlife Ambassador, presented awards to
the winners of the “Wildlife in Pakistan” Photo-Exhibition during the 6th
Wildlife Protection Awards Ceremony 2024 took place at the Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts (PNCA) in the Federal Capital .

ISLAMABAD: Chief Election Commission GB Raja Shehbaz Khan is taking
his oath of office from Chief Justice Supreme Appellate Court Gilgit-Baltistan
Justice Rana Muhammad Shamim Khan, Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan
Haji Gulbar Khan, Federal Minister Engineer Amir Muqam and other distin-
guished guests are also present. Chief Election Commissioner Raja Shehbaz
Khan After the completion of the term, their re-appointment for the next five
years has been effected.

Country’s economy
on right track due  to
gov’t policies: Aqeel

PIDE Organized Memorial of
Dr. Syed Nawab Haider Naqvi

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: A heartfelt
memorial service was held
today at the Islamabad Club
to honor the life and legacy
of Prof. Dr. Syed Nawab
Haider Naqvi, a distin-
guished economist, prolific
author, and revered acade-
mician.

The event, organized
by the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics
(PIDE), brought together
family, friends, colleagues,
and former students to pay
tribute to his immense con-
tributions to the field of
economics and his dedica-
tion to education.

Prof. Dr. Syed
NawabHaider Naqvi (July

11, 1935 – July 7, 2024)
was a renowned Pakistani
economist and scholar,
known for his extensive
contributions to economic
theory and policy. Born in
Meerut, British India, he
migrated to Karachi, Paki-
stan in 1950. Dr. Naqvi
earned his master’s degree
from Yale University in
1961 and his doctorate from
Princeton University in
1966, followed by post-
doctoral research at Harvard
University.

Dr. Naqvi served as
the director of PIDE from
1979 to 1995. His career
also included roles as a se-
nior economic advisor for
the National Electric Power

Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) and as a Distin-
guished National Professor
and Director General at the
Federal Urdu University,
Islamabad. He held various
prestigious positions
throughout his career, in-
cluding stints at interna-
tional organizations such as
the United Nations and the
World Bank. His scholarly
work has left an indelible
mark on economic theory
and policy in Pakistan and
beyond.

During his tenure at
PIDE, Prof. Naqvi revital-
ized the institute’s research
activities, elevating its pro-
file both nationally and in-
ternationally.

Pakistan provides remarkable
job opportunities to youth:

Commonwealth SG
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Commonwealth Secretary
General RT Patricia Scot-
land on Wednesday said that
Pakistan under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has remarkably pro-
vided opportunities, re-
sources and support to the
youth.

She expressed these
views while addressing the
Young Entrepreneurs
Awards distribution cer-
emony here at the Prime
Minister’s office.

Under the leadership
of Chairman Prime Minis-
ter Youth Program Rana
Mashhood Ahmad Khan,
this program is taking sig-
nificant steps to empower
the youth, she said.

“There is a need to
empower the youth and
harness modern technology
for the prosperous future
of the country and Com-
monwealth Organization is
committed to providing all
possible facilities to the in-
novators,” she said.

Patricia said she is
grateful to the people and
government of Pakistan for
their warm welcome and
hospitality in the country.

“I have worn a Paki-
stani dress which proves
that I am also a Pakistani.
The efforts of the govern-
ment of Pakistan under the
leadership of the Prime

Minister to empower the
youth are commendable,”
she said.

She said the Pakistani
government is taking steps
to highlight the potential of
the youth as per the Char-
tered Commonwealth of
Nations adding efforts to
provide employment and
business facilities to the
youth reflect their commit-
ment.

The Commonwealth
secretary said that 60 per-
cent of the youth in the
world are below 30 years
of age, while 65 percent of
the youth in Pakistan are
between 18 to 30 years of
age.

“Pakistan can lead the
country on the path of de-
velopment by training the
youth in modern technol-
ogy and making them
skilled so that they can also
play an important role in
the development of the
world,” she said.

She said that the com-
monwealth recognizes the
courage and determination
of the youth for country’s
national and economic de-
velopment, as young
people are the driving force
to bring a change.

She also lauded the
role of Chairman Prime
Minister Youth Program
Rana Mashhood Ahmad
Khan for taking crucial
steps for empowering

youth through various ini-
tiatives and promgrammes.

She said that the re-
cipients of the Young En-
trepreneurs Awards need to
transform themselves in
the context of a rapidly
changing world through the
emerging multi-billion dol-
lar market of artificial intel-
ligence.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan thanked the
Commonwealth Secretary
General Patricia Scotland
for her maiden visit to Pa-
kistan for strengthening the
relations of Pakistan with
the Commonwealth.

He said that Pakistan’s
ranked as 3rd in the em-
ployment and opportunity
category of the global Youth
Development Index by the
Commonwealth is a testa-
ment to the incredible po-
tential and resilience of our
young entrepreneurs.

This achievement is
not merely a statistic but a
reflection Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s vision.

Under the Prime
Minister’s Youth Loan and
Agricultural Scheme,
started in 2013,as many as
186 billion had been distrib-
uted among more than two
lakh eighty thousand  young
entrepreneurs, creating
countless employment op-
portunities across the na-
tion.

Law minister chairs
meeting of body for

drug pricing
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar on
Wednesday chaired the first
meeting of the committee
formed to give recommen-
dations for independent
drug pricing in the country.

Under the directions
of the prime minister, a
committee has been consti-
tuted to address drug pric-
ing in Pakistan, said a press
release.

The meeting was at-
tended by relevant stake-
holders who presented an
overview of the operations
of independent price au-
thorities and their functions
worldwide, highlighting
best practices.

The committee delib-
erated on the best model for
Pakistan, considering vari-
ous viewpoints from all
stakeholders. It was de-
cided that a detailed work-
ing paper will be prepared
for the next meeting. This
paper will identify the cur-
rent issues related to the
pharmaceutical industry,

with a focus on pricing in
the market.

Key areas to be ad-
dressed include, issues re-
lated to pricing in the mar-
ket, medicine imports and
the market distortions they
cause and categories of
drugs that fall outside the
domain of government pric-
ing.

Additionally, efforts
and plans will be made to
create a favorable environ-
ment to attract back inter-
national pharmaceutical
companies that previously
operated in Pakistan.

The committee em-
phasized that the functions
of pricing and regulation are
distinct. The regulator’s
role is to ensure the stan-
dards of medicine, whereas
pricing should be driven by
market mechanisms with-
out state control.

Further updates will
be shared as the committee
progresses in its efforts to
improve the pharmaceuti-
cal industry’s framework in
Pakistan.

Romina says:

Pakistan Wildlife Protection
Awards honour collective resolve

for biodiversity conservation

Senator Sherry criticizes
MoCCE’s egregious
lack of coordination

Monsoon rainfall to intensify
Until August 5, Chenab river
at risk of flooding: PMD DG

Brussels photo fair
highlights Kashmir’s

plight in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor for Climate Change,
Romina Khurshid Alam
on Wednesday said the
Pakistan Wildlife Protec-
tion Awards conferred
upon six exemplary wild-
l ife protectors from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Gilgit-Baltistan
symbolise the collective
resolve for biodiversity
conservation.

She was addressing
the Pakistan Wildlife Pro-
tection Awards as chief
guest to mark the World
Ranger Day here at the Pa-
kistan National Council of

the Arts (PNCA) jointly
organized by the Ministry
of Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordination,
Snow Leopard Foundation,
and Devcom-Pakistan with
the support of Snow Leop-
ard Trust, Illegal Wildlife
Trade Challenge Fund,
PNCA, and the provincial
wildlife and forest depart-
ments of Gilgit-Baltistan,
AJK, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Romina Khurshid
Alam said these individu-
als have shown extraordi-
nary courage and dedication
in protecting the precious
wildlife and natural habi-
tats. “Their efforts remind

us of the crucial role that
each of us plays in preserv-
ing the biodiversity that
sustains our ecosystems.
These awards are not
merely tokens of apprecia-
tion, they symbolize our
collective resolve to sup-
port and honor those who
stand at the forefront of
conservation.

We shall not forget the
challenges that lie ahead.
Climate change poses a sig-
nificant threat to our eco-
systems and the wildlife
that inhabit them. It is im-
perative that we continue
to strengthen our conserva-
tion efforts,” the PM’s aide
said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Embassy of Pakistan
in Brussels has organized a
week-long photo exhibition
to shed light on the suffer-
ing of the innocent people
in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK),
as part of the observance of
Yaum-e-Istehsaal Kashmir.

Hosted by the em-
bassy of Pakistan in Brus-
sels, the exhibition invites
everyone to visit and show
solidarity with the people
of IIOJK. It serves as a
powerful reminder of the
ongoing conflict and India’s
actions that violate United
Nations Security Council

(UNSC) resolutions.
The photo exhibition

provides a visual narrative
of the struggles and hard-
ships faced by the people
of IIOJK under occupation.
Through compelling im-
ages, the exhibition seeks to
raise awareness about the
human rights violations and
the urgent need for interna-
tional intervention to en-
sure justice and peace in the
region. Ambassador Amna
Baloch, during her inaugu-
ral address, emphasized the
significance of Yaum-e-
Istehsaal Kashmir as a day
of solidarity with the
people of IIOJK.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Government’s Spokesper-
son on Legal Affairs Bar-
rister Aqeel Malik on
Wednesday said that the
economic situation of the
country was on way to im-
provement due to the poli-
cies of the federal govern-
ment.

Addressing a press
conference, he said that eco-
nomic indicators were on
positive trajectory, adding
that Fitch rating and conti-
nuity of IMF programme
reflected that economy was
on the right track.

Barrister Aqeel said
that a party was continu-
ously spreading negative
propaganda against the
country. “If Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is a
political party, it should
talk to the political parties.
With whom it wants to talk,
this facility is not available
there,” he said.

Barrister Aqeel said
that anarchist group has not
spared any effort against the
integrity of the country. He
said that PTI has not only
hurt the country on eco-
nomic front but also dam-
aged the image of Pakistan
internationally.

Adviser on Legal Af-
fairs Barrister Aqeel Malik
said that the country’s eco-
nomic situation was on the
way to improvement. “The
government’s initiatives to
improve the economy are
commendable,” he said.

New Energy Nexus, PPSE
launch Cleantech forum to
focus supporting ecosystem

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Renewables First, in col-
laboration with New En-
ergy Nexus and the Paki-
stan Private Sector Energy
(PPSE) Project, launched a
Cleantech Forum on
Wednesday focusing on
supporting the ecosystem
for cleantech startups in the
country.

The Forum brought
together investors,
startups, academia, think-
tanks, development part-
ners, and Entrepreneur
Support Organizations
(ESOs) to discuss the op-
portunities and challenges
for a thriving cleantech eco-
system in Pakistan, said a
press release.

New Energy Nexus is
expanding its impact in Pa-
kistan through a partner-
ship with Renewables
First, the country’s leading

think-tank for energy and
the environment. This part-
nership aims to drive eco-
nomic growth, job creation,
and increased international
investment in Pakistan’s
burgeoning cleantech sector.
“Our partnership with
New Energy Nexus marks
a significant milestone in
Renewables First’s mission
of accelerating Pakistan’s
energy transition,” said
Zeeshan Ashfaq, CEO of
Renewables First.

Stanley Ng, Global
Partnerships Director at
New Energy Nexus, set the
stage by highlighting global
programs that support the
cleantech ecosystem in
various countries. He high-
lighted New Energy
Nexus’s global footprint
across 15 countries and its
success in creating over
8,000 jobs.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chairing a meeting of the
Senate Standing Committee
on Climate Change, Sena-
tor Sherry Rehman along
with the Committee mem-
bers expressed serious con-
cerns about the Ministry of
Climate Change’s planning,
priorities and preparedness
in addressing Pakistan’s cli-
mate and environmental
policies . The meeting was
attended by key stake-
holders, including Coordi-
nator for Climate Change
Romina Khurshid Alam,
the Secretary of the Min-
istry of Climate Change,
and officials from relevant
departments.

Senator Rehman ex-
pressed her profound dis-
appointment with the

Ministry’s presentation on
climate change. “I am ap-
palled at the lack of clarity,
coordination, and capacity
displayed in the presenta-
tion. As the Chair of the
Standing Senate Commit-
tee, I expected to see a clear
strategic plan, priorities,
and initiatives to address
this pressing issue.”

Marking the urgency
and scale of the challenges
Pakistan faces , Senator
Rehman said that climate
change is a national crisis
requiring a coordinated, yet
technically proficient re-
sponse . “I am shocked to
see an outdated last century
presentation with no clear
priorities, no flagship ini-
tiatives, and no strategic
NDC agenda or updates.”

AJK Council
members call
on Muqam

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Azad Jammu Kashmir
(AJK) Council members
called on Federal Minister
for Kashmir Affairs &
Gilgit-Baltistan and
SAFRON Engr Amir
Muqam at Kashmir Coun-
cil on Wednesday.

During the meetings,
the matters pertaining to
Kashmir Council develop-
ment projects and problems
faced by the masses were
discussed in detail, said a
press release.

They also discussed
preparations regarding
Youm-e-Istehsal on August
5. The minister said that
Youm-e-Istehsal would be
observed in an effective
manner on August 5. The
Council members briefed
the minister regarding
preparations for August 5
“Youm-e-Istehsal”.

The AJK Council
members included Khawaja
Tariq Saeed Advocate, Raja
Shujah Khursheed, Sardar
Adnan Khalid, Younas Mir
and Hanif Malik.

Iran Embassy
pays tribute to
Fatima Jinnah

on birth
anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Iran Embassy on
Wednesday paid trib-
ute to Madr-e-Millat,
Mohtarama Fatima
Jinnah, on her 131st
birth anniversary.

The embassy, in a
statement, termed
her character fully in-
spiring as a women
and leader.

It quoted Fatima
Jinnah as saying:
“People of Pakistan
are by nature devoted
to the cause of peace
and goodwill.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) Director
General Mahr Sahibzad
Khan Wednesday predicted
that the country will expe-
rience continued rainfall
until 4 to 5 August, with a
focus on the Chenab river,
which is expected to face
an alarming situation.

Talking to PTV news
channel , he said the Chenab
river will be under signifi-
cant pressure due to the
heavy downpour, posing a
risk of flooding in nearby
areas, adding, while other
rivers are also expected to
swell, the Chenab river is
of particular concern.

The PMD has advised
authorities and residents to
take necessary precautions

and remain vigilant in the
face of this impending situ-
ation, he added.

The continued rainfall
is expected to bring relief
from the heat, but also
poses a threat to infrastruc-
ture and human settlements,
making it essential for
timely action to mitigate
potential disasters, he men-
tioned.

In response to a ques-
tion, Director General of
Meteorology, Mahr
Sahibzad Khan, empha-
sized the importance of
staying informed about the
latest weather updates,
particularly regarding light-
ning and other severe
weather conditions.

He advised all con-
cerned departments and

citizens to regularly check
the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department’s (PMD)
website for the latest fore-
casts, warnings, and up-
dates.

By doing so, individu-
als can stay ahead of po-
tentially hazardous
weather situations and take
necessary precautions to
ensure their safety, he
added. The DG Met
stressed that staying in-
formed is crucial in mini-
mizing the risks associated
with severe weather events,
and encouraged everyone
to make it a habit to regu-
larly check the PMD
website for updates, espe-
cially during the monsoon
season when weather con-
ditions can change rapidly.

UK-funded A2D Facility
launches its first funding

call for proposal
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The UK-funded Accel-
e r a t e - t o - D e m o n -
strate (A2D) Facility,
launched by the UN
Industrial Develop-
ment Organisation,
has launched its first
funding call for pro-
posal.

The UK’s funding
of £65.5m is part of
its commitment to
delivering pragmatic
and tangible action to
tackle climate
change.  A2D aims to
accelerate the com-
mercialization of in-
novative clean energy
technologies in devel-
oping countries, in-

cluding Pakistan,
through funding pilot
projects that have the
potential to have
transformational im-
pacts.

The A2D Facility
currently focuses on
supporting pilot dem-
onstration projects of
innovative clean en-
ergy technologies in
the following key the-
matic areas:  Critical
Minerals; Clean Hy-
drogen;          Smart
Energy; and Indus-
trial Decarbonization.

For more informa-
tion and to submit ex-
pressions of interest,
visit UNIDO portal.

Comprehensive plan will
be made to promote sports

in Islamabad: Director
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
All Islamabad Junior Full
Contact Martial Arts
Championship success-
fully concluded at the Capi-
tal Arena, Mega Zone F-9
Islamabad.

This event was orga-
nized by the Islamabad
Sports Board in collabora-
tion with Full Contact
Martial Arts Islamabad,
boys and girls from various
local Martial Arts  clubs
competed in different
weight categories, showcas-
ing their fighting skills and
dedication.

The championship
was graced by Chief Guest
Madam Bushra Iqbal Rao,
Director of the Sports

Board and Development
Office of the Commissioner
Office Islamabad,   Sports
Secretary Chaudhry
Muhammad Afzal and As-
sociate Secretary Ramzan
Kasuri.

The event was hosted
by Grand Master Muzmal
Mehboob and Miss
Shimok from the manage-
ment of Capital Arena,
MegaZone,   Sensei
Ibrahim from Risalpur
served as the referee with
the team of Corner judges
included Sajid Hasan,
Nauman Akhtar,  Ali
Khan, and Zia ul Haq,
while Senior Master
Entakhab Alam led the Su-
preme Jury.

1,00,000 bikers
fined over

helmet violation
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad Traffic Police is-
sued more than 1,00,000
fine tickets to motorcyclists
driving bikes without hel-
mets during the ongoing
year, a public relations of-
ficer said.

He said that the
Islamabad Traffic Police is
endeavoring to maintain an
exemplary traffic system in
the city and check those in-
volved in negligence on
roads.

A vigorous campaign
of Islamabad Traffic police
had been launched as per the
directions of Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, in order to create
awareness among citizens
about the traffic rules.
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Extremism unbound
The state finally seems to have
woken up from its slumber and,
alarmed by the threats made
against the country’s top judge,
has initiated action against the
suspects.

On Monday, several federal
ministers denounced the
shocking threats made against
the chief justice by clerics be-
longing to the TLP, and prom-
ised that such incitement to
violence would not be allowed.
The controversy stems from the
recent Supreme Court judge-
ment in the Mubarak Sani case,
which has been misinterpreted
by extremist elements to for-
ward their dangerous agenda.
On a deeper level, aside from
the deplorable threat, the mat-
ter reflects the existential dan-
ger extremist forces pose to the
nation, and the weakness of
the state before these outfits.
At least two TLP men have re-
portedly been held; hundreds
more have been booked for in-
citing violence.

The reason that Pakistan
stands at this perilous juncture
today is that for decades, the
state has pursued suicidal poli-
cies where extremist groups
are concerned. Those at the
helm have either looked away
as jihadi, sectarian and extrem-
ist groups have proliferated, or
in some cases have actively
encouraged such violent out-
fits. Arguably, in no other Mus-
lim country are vigilantes and
extremists allowed such free-
dom to operate. But in Pakistan,
these outfits can effectively
blackmail the state, and issue
death warrants against the
highest officials of the land. The
state either meekly asks them
to desist, or takes belated ac-
tion after these groups cross
‘red lines’.

On the other hand, protests
by political parties or
marginalised groups are met
with the full force of the law.
Unless firm action is taken
against extremist groups — as
envisioned under the National
Action Plan — the day may not
be too distant when these out-
fits have the power to set the
nation alight, using emotive slo-
gans to misguide radicalised
sections of the populace.

The state’s primary respon-
sibility here is to bring all those
responsible for incitement to
deadly violence to justice, and
in the long term shut down the
outfits fuelling extremism in
society. Making one or two ar-
rests is not enough; wider ac-
tion is needed. Moreover, se-
curity for the chief justice
should be beefed up.

The ulema also have a major
responsibility to restore sanity.
Though the Council of Islamic
Ideology has condemned the
death threats, established
scholars, particularly those
belonging to the Barelvi school,
need to denounce such violent
vigilantism. There is religious
and legal consensus about the
finality of prophethood. There-
fore, semi-literate clerics can-
not be allowed to exploit this
sensitive issue and create fur-
ther anarchy in society.

The nation has lost Salmaan
Taseer and countless others to
assassins and raging mobs
motivated by spurious accusa-
tions of blasphemy. Unless
those who actually control the
levers of state act with alacrity,
the forces of darkness may be
further emboldened.

Caracas conundrum Elite finance ministers
Mahir Ali

There was barely a peep
from the self-ordained para-
gons of democratic virtue
when Paul Kagame was re-
turned to power in Rwanda
two weeks ago with more
than 99 per cent of the vote,
an improvement over his
previous scores across the
past three decades, after ef-
fectively ruling out any se-
rious challenge.

No such luck for
Nicolas Maduro, whose
claim of a 51pc edge in last
Sunday’s Venezuelan presi-
dential election is being dis-
puted both at home and
abroad.

It doesn’t necessarily
follow, of course, that ei-
ther election was credible.
What it does demonstrate
again is the hypocrisy of
the ‘international commu-
nity’ — its boundaries de-
termined by the West, and
mainly Washington — as it
chooses between ‘good’ and
‘bad’ autocrats. Occasion-
ally an individual such as
Saddam Hussein or Manuel
Noriega can serve the
American empire in both
capacities at various times.

Hugo Chávez never
fell in that category. He was
pinpointed by the West as
a foe soon after he emerged
as Venezuela’s elected
leader at the turn of the cen-
tury. His several triumphs
in further votes made no dif-
ference, even after a US-
backed corporate coup
floundered within days of
a popular revolt against the
would-be usurpers.

Chávez was detested
because he defied North
America’s global hegemony
and also challenged
Washington’s so-called
neoliberal ‘consensus’ —
incubated in Chile under
Pinochet — with policies
encompassing the redistri-
bution of wealth (to some
extent) alongside measures
that brought education fa-
cilities and healthcare to
segments with little experi-
ence of either.

Even worse from the
‘Norte-Americano’ point of
view was the Chávez

administration’s inclination
to share its oil wealth with
its Caribbean neighbours,
particularly Cuba. After the
popularly backed regime
change in Havana in 1959,
Washington’s chief concern
— as in Guatemala three
years earlier, and in Chile a
decade later — was to in-
oculate its ‘backyard’
against further outbreaks of
social democracy. The same
instinct kicked in 40 years
later.

But it was a different
time, demonstrated not
least by huge protests
against global capitalism
within the US. The advent
of what has become known
as ‘Chavismo’ launched a
‘pink tide’ across Latin
America. It was eventually
reversed in several nations,
partly as a consequence of
Washington’s opposition,
reflected via economic and
political pressure.

The tide turned once
again. From Honduras
through Brazil and down to
Chile, left-leaning govern-
ments are in power. Argen-
tina is an exception, but
hopefully not for too long.
Amazingly (or perhaps
not), Javier Milei attracts
even less opprobrium from
the godfathers of democ-
racy.

Maduro, picked by
Chávez as his successor
not long before he suc-
cumbed to cancer in 2013,
had working-class creden-
tials as a bus driver, but
lacked his mentor’s cha-
risma and driving force.

There were, no doubt,
flaws in Chávez’s conduct
of affairs, but nothing ap-
proaching what has oc-
curred under Maduro’s
watch. According to the
New York Times, hardly a
fan of socialist experi-
ments, “businessmen and
foreign investors had
largely made peace with
[Maduro’s] government in
recent years. Sanctions
imposed by the United
States had forced Mr
Maduro to ditch some ex-
treme policies like price
and currency controls.
The private sector was

given an increasingly
prominent role, public at-
tacks against business
owners had stopped and
hyperinflation and ram-
pant crime subsided some-
what”.

It’s only in the
NYT’s dream world that
“price and currency con-
trols” can be described as
an ‘extreme policy’ with-
out raising too many eye-
brows. What’s more rel-
evant is the hyperinflation
and dearth of jobs that
have persuaded almost
eight million Venezuelans
— almost a third of the
population — to flee
abroad, mostly to Colom-
bia, with many hoping to
reach the US. Cue the ab-
surd apocalyptic warnings
by Donald Trump and his
ilk about murderers and
rapists sneaking into their
country.

It is not hard to see
the various ways in which
Maduro has been a disas-
ter for his nation, but it’s
equally difficult to per-
ceive his chief opponent
Edmundo González as a
viable option. The former
diplomat was reportedly
surging in opinion polls af-
ter replacing María Corina
Machado as the opposi-
tion candidate.

Maduro’s possibly
pyrrhic victory has been
greeted by Russia, China,
Syria, Nicaragua, Cuba and
a few other states, but the
likes of Brazil and Chile
are wisely holding out for
more complete results. It
is not hard to imagine how
Maduro might actually
have been defeated by an
equally incompetent rival,
or how neither of them
would concede defeat.

There is little likeli-
hood that Venezuela
would prosper under a re-
actionary regime, and no
one can say what will
emerge from the current
protests in Caracas. Ul-
timately, though, history
is likely to see Chávez as
a hopeful disruptor and
Maduro as a hopeless
successor.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Muhammad
Usama Shahid

“I completely empathise
and sympathise [with the
people],” remarked
Pakistan’s finance minis-
ter as the tax-loaded Fi-
nance Bill  2024 was
passed by the National
Assembly. In a country
where more than 10 mil-
lion children are suffering
from undernutrition, the
finance minister was keen
to observe that Pakistan
is “making positive
progress” before impos-
ing a ‘milk tax’ on infant
formula.

Such remarks beg the
question what does the fi-
nance minister even mean
by the word ‘progress’? Is
the imposition of exorbi-
tant taxes a way of
empathising with the
people? To answer such
questions, one has to un-
derstand the kind of
people who become fi-
nance ministers in Paki-
stan in terms of their aca-
demic and professional
credentials as well as their
socioeconomic back-
ground. It is through ex-
amining these that one can
understand their
worldview.

Pakistan’s current fi-
nance minister,
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
studied at Aitchison and
graduated with a
Bachelor’s degree and an
MBA from the University
of Pennsylvania. He began
his banking career at
Citibank and later joined
ABN AMRO and RBS In-
ternational and led their
businesses in multiple
countries. Subsequently,
he became a chief execu-
tive at JP Morgan and then
president and CEO of
HBL prior to becoming
finance minister in March
2024. During his time at
HBL, he was one of the
highest-paid CEOs in Pa-
kistan with a monthly sal-
ary of approximately
three crore rupees.

However, he is not
the only finance minister

whose professional expe-
riences mostly included
working in executive po-
sitions. He was preceded
by finance minister Ishaq
Dar, who had a similar
background though more
oriented towards public
institutions. Dar graduated
with a Bachelor’s degree
from the University of
Punjab and subsequently
became a chartered ac-
countant.

Dar’s professional
experiences included
stints as director of fi-
nance at British Textiles
Group, a senior auditor in
the government of Libya,
and a partner of a Paki-
stan-based chartered ac-
countants’ firm. Addition-
ally, he was director at
numerous multilateral
organisations including
the World Bank and the
Asian Development Bank.
Though he had graduated
from a domestic univer-
sity, his career mostly
comprised working in ex-
ecutive positions abroad.
He became Pakistan’s fi-
nance minister  after
Miftah Ismail resigned
from the position.

Miftah Ismail holds a
Bachelor’s degree from
Duquesne Universi ty
along with a doctorate
from the University of
Pennsylvania. He initially
worked as an economist
with the IMF but then re-
turned to Pakistan to
work for his family’s busi-
ness — Ismail Industries
Limited, which is one of
the country’s largest
confectionary and snack
food manufacturers.

This trend of ap-
pointing people from elite
backgrounds to the post
of Pakistan’s minister of
finance goes back even
further. Asad Umar had an
MBA from IBA Karachi
and was the former CEO
of Engro Corporation.
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh had
undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees from Boston
University and was the
World Bank country head
in Saudi Arabia. Shaukat
Tarin, too, had an MBA

from the University of
Punjab and a career in
banking, with the names of
Citibank and Habib Bank
Limited on his resumé.

The quest ion is
whether such finance
mi--nisters with eli te
backgrounds realise what
implication their economic
policies have for the
people of this country. At
the end of the day, the de-
cision to impose a milk
tax is as much about mak-
ing infant formula inacces-
sible to millions of impov-
erished babies in the coun-
try as it is about improv-
ing the country’s rev-
enues. While an increase
in taxes may not have im-
plications for someone
who earned Rs3 crore per
mon-th, it definitely does
for someone who has to
work two jobs just to sus-
tain their family.

A banker, accountant,
or  economist  might
analyse Pakistan’s eco-
nomic instability simply
as a matter of manipulat-
ing numbers on an Excel
sheet but for the common
person, it is a matter of
their standard of living.

The intention here is
to neither question the pro-
fessional acumen of these
finance ministers nor argue
that somehow having a fi-
nance minister from a non-
elite background would au-
tomatically resolve
Pakistan’s economic is-
sues. Instead, the aim is to
analyse the analytical
framework through which
these finance ministers
analyse Pakistan’s
economy and their blind
spots due to their own elite
background. Only when we
have finance ministers
who understand as well as
relate to the implications
their economic policies
have for the common
people, can we bridge the
feeling of alienation in the
people of Pakistan. Only
then can we understand
what the word ‘progress’
means — not to the elite,
but the ordinary people
of this country.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Time and freedom

Trouble in Balochistan

Rafia Zakaria

In between the cat vid-
eos and scenes of
Bollywood dances duti-
fully performed at various
cousins’ weddings are a
different set of clips.
These clips feature
colourised images of
some of the first ‘films’
ever made. Some of them,
taken in the 1800s, show
people from the Victorian
age peering into camera.
On the faces of these
long dead people is the
same expression with
which we view the ad-
vancements of technol-
ogy today — a mix of cu-
riosity, wonder and bewil-
derment. Time travel may
not yet have been in-
vented but this sort of
recreation provides a
glimpse of the people of
the past — ordinary like
us, unique like us and
long dead as all of us will
be.

There is a very par-
ticular reason I seek out
these images of the past.
Such is the self-absorbed
solipsism of human na-
ture that even as we are
certain about our own fi-

nality we sink deep into
the quagmire of petty
problems. As we drive to
work and back home, as
we do the many tasks
that life requires, we are
beset by them. We
agonise over what will
happen, what will not,
why a certain person
spoke so rudely and was
indifferent, whether our
bosses like us, and why
our relatives look at us
with envy. The list is end-
less. Small disruptions in
our lives, an illness, car
trouble, a leaking roof, or
water shortage can throw
our mental peace off bal-
ance. We get frustrated,
we are consumed — and
most of the time we can-
not help it.

This overwhelming
sense of unease is com-
pounded if decision-mak-
ing is even more momen-
tous: which career to
choose, to migrate or not,
to marry this one or that.
The significance of these
choices weighs heavily
upon us and quickly gets
inflated and becomes a
do-or-die moment. Such
are the games that our
minds play on us that we
narrow our perspective to

our small enclosures, our
families, our little worlds;
against them these ques-
tions appear large and
looming.

This is where aper-
tures into the past can
help us. In moments
where I have felt the great
stress of big decisions or
the myriad small stresses
of life in general, I turn to
what I call ‘big history’. I
use the term to reference
the lives of people who
lived thousands of years
ago. The earliest agricul-
tural settlements of the
Neolithic age showed up
around 10,000 years ago.
One such settlement that
included thousands of
people can be found in
Turkey. Çatalhöyük had
up to 8,000 people living
there for centuries. The
carefully reconstructed
homes of the people here
show small rooms with
walls decorated with geo-
metric mosaics. Interior
decor, therefore, was a
thing that long preceded
later civilisations. Human
beings were living in
homes and trying to make
them beautiful.

As they are for us,
the myriad petty problems

of life, who got a larger
share of the hunt, whose
house was more beautiful,
and who had more animal
skulls to display, were
likely concerns for the
people of this ancient ag-
ricultural settlement.

There are a lot of
questions about the resi-
dents of this settlement:
what they ate, how they
lived, what prompted
them to bury their dead
under the floors of their
homes, why the openings
of their homes were closer
to the roof than to the
ground, etc.

These answers are
not well known, but the
real magic of the stories
of these people lies in
their similarity to our lives,
even though they dwelt
in a past that is almost
unimaginable to us. Scien-
tists have shown that the
human genome has not
changed much at all since
those days. In evolution-
ary terms, our ways of
thinking, of processing
information are not very
different.

The benefit of im-
mersing yourself in ep-
ochs long gone, particu-
larly those stretching

many centuries into the
past, is that it immediately
changes the scale at which
we assess our own lives.
Like the people of the past,
there are little emblems:
why we bury our dead the
way we do, why we wear
loose tunics and trousers,
adorn our faces with dif-
ferent kinds of paint, etc.

When we investigate
the past, we see our-
selves from the vantage
point of our future and
realise how trivial our
daily concerns and con-
sternations really are.
Such is the power of scal-
ing our perspective.
When we consider the
trivialities of these past
lives, we realise that the
decisions and choices
facing us, the judgement
calls, the suffering and
pain of life, are just as hum-
drum as they have always
been. When we consider
the lives of those who
lived 10,000 years ago, the
total of our civilisation
seems like the tiniest blip
in the story of human ex-
istence.

Scale then delivers its
own kind of freedom.
When we keep the tre-
mendous brevity of our

moment in time in mind,
we realise that nothing
that we do is really that
important beyond the
meaning and import that
we bestow on it our-
selves. All achievements,
all wins, and all losses will
dissipate when we do. Our
children and grandchil-
dren may remember who
we are but a few genera-
tions after that we would
have been forgotten, our
peculiarities, our
singularities will all be
gone.

If we can only get
through life without caus-
ing hurt and pain to oth-
ers then that is in itself
enough. Knowing that
our particular lives only
really bear importance for
the smallest aperture in
the history of humankind
makes us free, less afraid
of making poor judge-
ment calls and mistakes.
Suddenly, as if by magic
we realise how truly insig-
nificant in the grand
scheme of things our
fears and concerns really
are. In that knowledge
there is sweet and forgiv-
ing deliverance from the
inexorable march of life.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Quetta

Zahid Hussain

Events in Balochistan
have been extremely dis-
turbing of late. The past
few days a lone have
brought tensions in the
troubled region to a head.
The brute force used by
the authorities to stop a
peaceful protest rally has
inflamed an already vola-
tile situation. The prov-
ince stands dangerously
polarised. Yet, those in
power seem to have no
realisation of the gravity
of the situation.

Thousands of
people from across the
province have gathered in
Gwadar, protesting not
only against enforced dis-
appearances but also for
their democratic rights. A
number of people, includ-
ing security personnel,
have reportedly been
killed or injured in the
clashes. Scores of march-
ers have been detained
and roadblocks placed in
many parts.

All  the
administration’s efforts,
however, have failed to
stop the rally which has
been organised by the
Baloch Yakjehti Commit-
tee and is supported by
some Baloch nationalist
parties. It was not the

first such protest against
enforced disappearances
in the province and out-
side, but it has certainly
been the most consequen-
tial in recent years. Led
by Mahrang Baloch, the
young firebrand medical
doctor,  the BYC has
emerged as the most pow-
erful voice against state
oppression.

Angry protesters
have brought life to a halt
in  al l  major towns in
southern Balochistan,
which has become the
centre of discontent. The
use of violence by the ad-
ministration and road-
blocks to stop the march
have further infuriated the
public. Anti-establish-
ment protests have
spread to a large part of
the province. They re-
flect the growing alien-
ation of the Baloch popu-
lation, which has long
been deprived of its fun-
damental rights.

A large number of the
demonstrators are
women,  whose family
members have either been
missing for years or have
been killed, their cruelly
tortured bodies found
dumped. It is alleged that
they had been picked up
by security personnel.

Mahrang Baloch her-

self has experienced this.
Her father was abducted
in 2009 and his tortured
remains were recovered in
2011. These events pro-
pelled her to become an
activist for the Baloch.

The persecution of
male political activists has
forced their women rela-
tives to take to the streets
and lead the movement.
The number of enforced
disappearances and inci-
dents of judicial killings
have increased, with the
state facing growing sepa-
ratist militancy. The main
objective of the peaceful
protest is to draw atten-
tion to the plight of the
hapless population.

Unfortunately, their
cries for just ice have
fallen on deaf ears; the au-
thorities, instead of as-
suaging their woes, are
stifling the protesters’
voices. We hear the same
old mantra of anti-state
elements being behind the
protests.  There is  no
realisation of the widen-
ing divide between the
Baloch people and the
state. The people have no
trust in the manipulated
political system imposed
on the province through
rigged elections. The au-
thority of the state is now
being increasingly chal-

lenged by people’s power
in retaliation to the sup-
pression of the demo-
cratic process.

Balochistan has wit-
nessed a low-intensity
conflict for several years
now, with the latest phase
beginning some two de-
cades back after relative
peace from 1980 to 1988
— the latter was the year
that civilian rule was re-
stored after the Zia era,
and Baloch nationalists
began to be reintegrated
into the political main-
stream. But that uneasy
calm ended when, during
Gen Musharraf ’s rule,
the tribal chief Nawab
Akbar Bugti was killed in
an army operat ion in
2006. Simmering discon-
tent once again spilled
over as fresh hostilities
began. Instead of finding a
political solution to end
the growing public discon-
tent, the state adopted the
kinetic option.

Baloch grievances are
very real and of long
standing. Yet force has
been used to crush the
people’s voice. Despite
its natural wealth, the
province is the most un-
derdeveloped region in
Pakistan, and is ranked
low on social indicators.
Even the much-touted de-

velopment under CPEC
has done little to rescue
Balochistan from poverty.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
Gwadar seaport, which is
supposed to be the flag-
ship project of the
multibillion-dollar CPEC,
has unsurprisingly be-
come the main centre of
public unrest. While the
local population is living
in absolute poverty, with
few education and
healthcare facilities avail-
able to them, prime real
estate on the coast is be-
ing allotted to outsiders.
The town has been the
venue of many protests in
recent years. But the BYC
was not given permission
to arrange a rally in the
town for ‘security rea-
sons’.

It is in such circum-
stances that many Baloch
youth, who had lost hope
in the flawed democratic
political process, have
been inclined to join mili-
tant groups. Extrajudicial
killings and the illegal de-
tention of political activ-
ists have pushed many
educated and disgruntled
youth to the wall. A large
number of Baloch stu-
dents have been picked up
allegedly by security agen-
cies from university cam-
puses in the country. The

fear is that they will never
come home.

Such draconian mea-
sures and denial of demo-
cratic rights have been the
major reason behind the
rise of separatist militancy
in the province. Surely,
there is some truth to the
allegation of external sup-
port for Baloch militant
groups, but the real cause
of the militancy is rooted
in state repression and the
denial  of democrat ic
rights. The state crack-
down is providing ready
recruits to militant groups.
The authorities cannot
control the growing pub-
lic discontent by resorting
to brute force. As the
events of the past week
have shown, repressive
action cannot work to
crush the people’s
struggle.

One has to listen to
what Mahrang Baloch and
other Baloch leaders are
saying. They just want the
state to stop enforced dis-
appearances and give the
Baloch people their demo-
cratic political rights.
They also want the Baloch
people to get their due
share of development and
local economic resources.
If these saner voices are
suppressed, there will be
no hope for the future.
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PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi in a group
photo with the faculty and students of the Department of Arts & Design,
University at Governor House.

HYDERABAD: Opposition members of district government are holding
protest demonstration against Districts Councils Budget 2024-25 during
district assembly annual budget session presided by Mayor Kashif Shoro
held in Hyderabad.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research Mr.
Rana Tanveer Hussain Presented a Memento by the Director General of
Department of Plant Protection.

LAHORE: Iran Consul General in Lahore Mehran
Movahhedfar meeting with Punjab Governor
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan.

MULTAN: Additional Chief Secretary South
Punjab Fawad Hashim Rabbani presents a souvenir
to Deputy Chief of Mission U.S. Embassy in
Islamabad, Mr. Andrew James Schofer during his
visit to the South Punjab Secretariat. U.S. Consul
General in Lahore Ms. Kristin K. Hawkins also
present .

Murad, WFP country chief agree
to strengthen disaster response,

climate change adaptation

Pakistanis has strong
bond of love and respect
with Irani people: Saleem

Tessori expresses condolence
on demise of over 230 people

in Ethiopian landslide
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Sindh, Kamran
Khan Tessori on
Wednesday visited the
Ethiopian embassy to
express condolence on
demise of over 230 people
in landslide incident, in
Gofa Zone of the Southern
part of Ethiopia.

Upon arrival at the
embassy, Special Envoy,
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of
Ethiopia Jemal Beker
Abdula, received the
Governor Sindh.

The Governor Sindh
expressed solidarity with
the government and people
of Ethiopia over the tragic
incident and sympathized
with the bereaved families.

He expressed his
support and commitment
to jointly work with the
government of Ethiopia in
addressing the climate
change issues.

Ambassador Jemal
Beker briefed the governor
about relief and rescue
efforts of the government
of the Ethiopia being
carried out for permanent

relocation of the affected
persons in sustainable
manner.

The ambassador also
highlighted the Green
Legacy Initiative of Prime
Minister of Ethiopia, Dr.
Abiy Ahmed which was
aimed at combating climate
challenges and ensuring
food security in the
country and region as well.

He informed the
Governor that Ethiopia had
planted more than 40
billion seedlings of
indigenous plants of fruits,
vegetable and animal feed
in the last four years
through massive
mobilization of the masses.

Ambassador Jemal
Beker expressed his
commitment to work with
the Government of
Pakistan for addressing the
climate change issues
through joint initiatives
under the Green Legacy
Initiative. The matters of
mutual interests including
bilateral and multilateral
cooperation also came
under discussion during
the meeting.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah and United
Nations World Food
Program (WFP) Country
Director Ms Coco
Ushiyama in their meeting
agreed to strengthen their
collaboration in Disaster
Preparedness, Response,
and Mitigation, Climate
Change Adaptation, Acute
Malnutrition & Stunting,
School Meals, and
expanding Food Silos
under WFP’s five-year
Country Strategic Plan.

The chief minister
recognized the enduring
partnership between the
Sindh government and
WFP in addressing
humanitarian and
development challenges in
the province.

The meeting was held
at the CM House and was
attended by Chairman
P&D Najam Shah,
Secretary to CM Raheem
Shaikh and WFP
representatives here on
Wednesday.

Murad Shah
mentioned the successful

collaboration with WFP in
conducting the Post
Disaster Needs
Assessment (PDNA) and
the formulation of the 4RF
(Resilient,  Recovery,
Rehabilitation and
R e c o n s t r u c t i o n
Framework) for sustainable
recovery in alignment with
the Sindh Strategic Action
Plan for Flood 2022. WFP
is also involved in disaster
preparation, mitigation and
reduction in Sindh.
Additionally, WFP and its
partners implemented a
$200,000 Disaster Risk and
Reduction Management
Programme benefiting over
51,000 people in Dadu and
Q a m b a r - S h a d a d k o t
districts in 2023.

He said that
provincial government with
the support of WFP, under
the Benazir Income
Support Programme
(BISP), was providing
various services, including
nutrition, health and social
behaviour change to
pregnant and breastfeeding
women and their children
enrolled in the program. To

date, over 830,000
individuals in 140 Static
and Mobile Facilitation
Centers across 30 districts
have been enrolled in the
program.

WFP also supports
the Adolescent Girls
Nutrition Programme and
is expanding its wheat
flour fortification initiative
using small-scale wheat
mills under the Chakki
Fortification Programme in
eight districts of Sindh.

Regarding Food
System Strengthening, the
chief minister expressed
the need to enhance wheat
storage capacity in the
province.

He said that WFP,
through the International
Financing Corporation
(IFC), was supporting the
provincial Food
Department to construct
strategic grain reserves
with a total capacity of
1.085 million MT through
a Public Private
Partnership to modernize
storage infrastructure for
efficient management of
wheat reserves.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Consul General
of Iran to Lahore Mehran
Movahed Far called on
Punjab Governor Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan and
discussed ways to
strengthen bilateral
relations in the fields of
education, culture and trade
during a meering at the
Governor’s House here on
Wednesday. Governor
Saleem Haider Khan, on the
occasion, offered
condolence over the
martyrdom of Ismail
Haniyeh, head of the
political bureau of Hamas,
during the meeting with
Iranian Consul General
Mehran Movahed Far.

The consul general
congratulated the governor
on assuming office.  He
informed about the ease of
travel facilities for
Pakistani pilgrims under
the new policy of travelling

by road. He also thanked
the Pakistani nation for
their help and unwavering
support for the suffering
Palestinian Muslims.

Governor Saleem
Haider said Pakistan and
Iran are bound together by
religion, culture and
historical ties. He said that
Iran is a brotherly Islamic
country and Pakistanis has
strong bond of love and
respect with Irani people.

The governor said the
last visit of  late president
Ebrahim Raisi to Pakistan
was a historic and
memorable visit. He paid
tributes to late Raisi for his
role in strengthening
Pakistan-Iran relations.

The governor said the
late president Ebrahim
Raisi during his last visit
to Pakistan laid the
foundation for new
projects by signing various
memorandum of

understanding (MoUs)
between Pakistan and Iran
in various fields.

He said that the
Pakistani government and
people were shocked and
saddened by the
martyrdom of late
President Ebrahim
Raisi.He assured Irani
consul general of
considering steps to
promote Persian language
as chancellor of public and
private varsities in Punjab.

Consul General
Mehran Movahed Far said
the Islamic Republic of
Iran is trying to facilitate
Pakistan pilgrims in their
travel to sacred places in
Iran. He said that there is a
need to expand trade
relations between Pakistan
and Iran. He said work was
being done on the exchange
of delegations of students
and teachers between
Pakistan and Iran.

Artificial price hikes
intolerable: Maryam

Khawaja Salman ensures
preparedness for flood risks

Chairman HEC Sindh
emphasizes significance of

collaboration among universities

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has
emphasised that artificial
price increases could not be
tolerated. During a crucial
meeting here on
Wednesday, she discussed
a comprehensive strategy
to control prices of daily-
use items, focusing on
commodities such as
chicken and milk.

This was the second
such meeting within a week
aimed at formulating a
robust mechanism to curb
price manipulation.

The CM instructed
authorities concerned to
launch a special campaign
against milk adulteration
and enhance the system for
price monitoring and
stabilisation. Maryam

Nawaz stressed the need
for all stakeholders to
collaborate in improving
supply chain performance.
She highlighted that
leveraging modern
technology is essential to
achieving price stability.

Senator Pervaiz
Rashid, Senior Provincial
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb, and Price
Control Task Force
Chairperson Salma Butt
were present at the
meeting. Also in attendance
were Chief Secretary Zahid
Akhtar Zaman, Secretary
Agriculture Iftikhar Sahoo,
Secretary Food Moazzam
Sipra, Secretary Livestock
Masood Anwar, Principal
Secretary to the CM Sajid
Zafar Dal, and other
relevant officials.

19 die, 15 injured due to
rains, flash floods during
last couple of days in KP

Sukkur-Karachi air
ambulance service in

pipeline: Kumail Shah

PDWP approves 7
development schemes

worth Rs 8.974bn
LAHORE (APP): The
Provincial Development
Working Party Punjab
(PDWP), in its 11th meeting
of current financial year,
approved seven
development schemes of
roads, and P&S HC sectors
worth more than Rs.
8974.993 million [Rs. 8.97
billion], here on
Wednesday.Presided over
by P&D Board Chairman
Barrister Nabeel Ahmad
Awan, the meeting
approved the following
schemes:1)
Rehabilitation of Shujabad
Jalalpur Pirwala Length =
48.50 Km, District Multan
at the cost of Rs 2700.697

million. 2Dualisation of
Metalled Road from Thalli
Chowk Rahim Yar Khan to
Iqbalabad (N-5) District
R.Y.Khan at the cost of Rs
1025.247 million

3) Rehabilitation of
road from Kasur to
Raiwind, Length 25.48 Km
in district kasur at the cost
of Rs 2095.294 million. 4)
Rehabilitation of metalled
road from Shoria Gilania
Chowk (N-55) to Samina
Sadat Length = 8.80 Km at
the cost of Rs 418.345
million .5)
 onstruction of Fly over at
Jhal road railway crossing
to Sahiwal City at Rs 914
million.

SUKKUR (APP): The
eighth budget meeting for
the fiscal year 2024-25 was
convened at the District
Council Hall, presided over
by Chairman Syed Kamal
Haider Shah.

During the session,
council members tabled
various proposals, which
were subsequently
approved by a majority
vote. Key approvals
included a grant of Rs 20
million for free medical
treatment of
underprivileged patients at
Sukkur Blood Bank
Hospital, as well as Rs 5
million for the construction
of an additional emergency
ward at Sukkur Civil
Hospital.

The meeting gave the

green light to a proposal to
levy new taxes on industrial
establishments, cold
storage facilities, fueling
stations, LPG outlets(
registered), poultry farms,
and other commercial
ventures in Sukkur.

Furthermore, the
meeting approved a
revision of the existing tax
structure and rental fees
for shops of District
Council. It also approved
to establish mud
checkpoints to enhance the
security of police
personnel. A proposal for
transportation facilities for
students from rural areas
enrolled in Aror
University’s Art and
Architecture programs was
presented in the council.

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Health Minister
and Chairman of the
Cabinet Committee on
Disaster Management
Khawaja Salman Rafique
announced that

c o m p r e h e n s i v e
arrangements are in place
to tackle flood risks in
vulnerable districts.

This statement was
made during a meeting of
the Disaster Management
Committee held at the
Provincial Disaster

Management Authority
(PDMA) on Wednesday.

In the meeting, he
emphasized the importance
of river erosion prevention
schemes which will be
approved following a

detailed model study. This
study will include an
assessment of the affected
population, agricultural
land, and the economic
situation in the regions at
risk. He highlighted the
proactive measures taken
by the administration of

Dera Ghazi Khan which
provided a briefing on
preparations for possible
flooding in hill torrents.

The minister directed
district administrations to
remove encroachments

from river basins and
channels and to educate
citizens about the risks of
rains and floods. He
stressed the importance of
using mosques and other
local resources to
disseminate information,
urging district revenue.

KARACHI (APP):
Chairman Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) Sindh, Prof. Dr.
Tariq Rafi on Wednesday
observed that only a select
few universities have
undertaken significant IT
initiatives and emphasized
the importance of
collaboration among
universities.

He was speaking at
the chief guest in an event
hosted by Institute of
Business Management
(IoBM), New Horizon and
Huawei Technologies to
showcase how the newly
deployed IT infrastructure
is transforming the work
environment.

Prof. Dr. Tariq Rafi
said that scenario in
education requires all
stakeholders to serve in
harmony because working
in silos will not yield
meaningful results. “Even
with technological

advancements, human
interaction remains
essential,” he added.

He said that things
across the globe are
changing in front of our
eyes and skills are more
important in present era
and if anyone possessed
skills, he will be welcomed.

The event highlighted
IoBM’s leadership in
digital transformation,
with Huawei Technologies
as the technology provider
and New Horizon
deploying the IT
infrastructure.

The objective of the
initiative was to streamline
day-to-day and strategic
objectives, make IoBM a
paperless institution,
enhance its LMS software,
improve data security,
facilitate remote learning,
enable efficient resource
management, and support
innovative teaching
methodologies.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Around 19 persons died
and 15 received injuries due
to rains, flash floods and
wind storms during the last
two days in different parts
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to a report
issued by Provincial
Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA),
among the dead around
four are men, four women
and 11 children.

While among injured,

six are men, three women
and six children, adds the
PDMA report issued here
on Wednesday.

Torrential rains
coupled with speedy wind
storm damaged 61 houses
in the province among
which 37 are partially and
24 are fully.

The damage to life and
property due to extreme
weather events were
received in districts
including Kohat, Bajaur.

KPITB’s MD

Government committed
to vision of digital KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
Managing Director of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Information Technology
Board (KPITB) Akif Khan
on Wednesday said that the
government was committed
to achieving its vision of
“digital Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.’

He expressed these
views while addressing the
three-day interactive Build
Entrepreneurship Skills
Training (BEST) boot
camp organized by
Research Education
Development (RED)
International with the
support of the US
Consulate Peshawar and
the KPITB.

The boot camp was
held at KPITB’s incubation
center, Durshal Peshawar,
aiming to enhance the
capabilities of
entrepreneurs on concepts
such as design thinking,
business model canvas,
finance, legal, and
marketing.

During the training
camp, 18 startups were
screened, and participants

were enabled to improve
their business plans and
prepare their sales pitches.

Bismah Mirza,
Executive Director of RED
International, praised
KPITB’s efforts, stating,
“We have conducted these
camps in several districts
of the province and have
trained 250 youth so far.

RED Director Abid
Hussain expressed
gratitude on behalf of his
team to the US Consulate
Peshawar, KPITB, Akif
Khan, Shoaib Yousafzai,
and Durshal Coordinator
Hanif Jang.

During the camp,
participants worked on
innovative solutions to
challenges such as climate
change, disabilities, health,
women empowerment, and
inclusive products.

The speakers
emphasized the importance
of initiatives l i ke  t he
BEST boo t  camp for
empowering the youth
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
with digital skills and
fostering their ideas and
guidance.

Governor grieves
over attack on
check post in
Landikotal

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Wednesday
strongly condemned the
attack on police check post
located at Pak-Afghan road
Landikotal district Khyber.

In a condolence
message, the Governor
expressed grief and sorrow
over the demise of three
persons including two
policemen.

Governor prayed
Allah Almighty to rest the
departed soul in eternal
peace and early recovery of
the injured and grant
courage to bereaved family
members to bear this
irreparable lose with
fortitude.

ANF recovers
242 kg drugs in

7 operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
seven operations across
the country recovered 242
kg drugs and arrested 10
accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Wednesday.

He informed that 2.5
kg ice was recovered from
a parcel booked for New
Zealand at a courier office
in Rawalpindi.96 kg
hashish was recovered
from the possession of an
accused rounded up near a
restaurant in Quetta.

64 intoxicated tablets
were recovered from an
accused arrested near GCP
Chaman. Over 40 kg
hashish and 30 kg opium
were recovered from 2
suspects netted in
Sheikhupora.

CS takes
report on price

difference
in districts

LAHORE (APP): Taking
notice of the difference in
rates of vegetables in some
districts, Chief Secretary
Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman sought a report on
the comparative evaluation
of the prices.

The Chief Secretary
chaired a video link
meeting of all divisional
commissioners and deputy
commissioners to review
the prices and availability
of food items.The
participants discussed
various proposals to
improve the price control
mechanism such as
mapping of shops in
critical markets.

The Chief Secretary
ordered the Agriculture
Department to prepare
SOPs for correct
determination of price of
commodities in the auction
process.

He said that there was
no justification for the clear
difference in the prices of
potatoes, onions and other
vegetables in different
districts, adding that the
prices fixed in the markets
of the districts should be
compared and the report
should be sent on a daily
basis.

The Chief Secretary
said that implementation of
the notified prices was the
responsibility of the
administration. He directed
the deputy commissioners
to take action against the
price magistrates who are
not performing their
duties.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb chairing a
meeting of the Committee on the issues of Gilgit-Baltistan.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Mr. Rana
Tanveer Hussain, is cutting the ribbon to inaugurate the vehicle export section
at Toyota Indus Motors Company in Karachi .

LAHORE: General Secretary, Akbari Mandi Traders, holding a press
conference against the government’s illegal withholding tax on food items
in the provincial capital.

HYDERABAD: Labourers busy in preparing the
wooden boxes at his workplace.

SIALKOT: Chairman Sial Hasan Ali Bhatti, President Chamber Abdul
Ghafoor Malik is addressing the executive body meeting.

LAHORE: Paper flags of Pakistan are being
printed at the printing press in preparation for
Independence Day celebrations.

KP Agriculture Minister
assures assistance for

agriculture development

KP-BoIT, TDAP to
organize expo-investment

conference in Chitral

Govt pursuing vision of transforming
Pakistan into a hub of innovation: Rana

Export of manufactured Toyota vehicles started in Pakistan

Government steers economy
back on growth path: Ihsan

Finance Minister chairs
meeting on issues of

Gilgit-Baltistan

Telemetry System
WAPDA awards

Rs. 21.534b contract
for installation

NEPRA launches ‘NEPRA
Asaan Approach’ mobile

app for electricity consumers

Mobilink Bank launches
Pakistan’s first women-led

incubator program

S&P Global keeps
Pak rating at ‘CCC+’

Farmers advised for
regular pest scouting

of cotton crops

Rupee sheds
09 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee on
Wednesday depreciated by
09 paisa against the US
dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at Rs
278.74 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 278.65.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 279.3 and Rs
280.5 respectively.

The price of Euro
came down by 14 paisa to
close at Rs 301.43 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
301.57, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese yen
went up by 06 paisa and
closed at Rs1.85, whereas
a decrease of 40 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs357.77
as compared to the last
day’s closing of Rs358.17.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal increased
by 02 paisa each to close
at Rs75.88 and Rs74.29
respectively.

PSX stays
bearish, loses

741 points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) continued with
bearish trend on
Wednesday, losing 741.82
points, a negative change
of 0.94 percent, closing at
77,886.99 points against
78,628.81 points on the
last working day.

A total of
382,597,400 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 313,085,457
shares the previous day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 14.638 billion
against Rs 17.615 billion on
the last trading day.

As many as 442
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
118 of them recorded gains
and 254 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
70 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 81,162,958
shares at Rs 1.25 per share,
Kohinoor Spinning with
24,698,541 shares at Rs
4.08 per share and TLP
Properties with 19,693,668
shares at Rs 7.94 per share.

Gold rates up
by Rs.1,200

per tola
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of per tola of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.1,200 and was sold at
Rs. 253,500 on Wednesday
against its sale at
Rs.252,300 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs. 1,029 to
Rs. 217,335  from Rs.
216,306 whereas that of 10
gram 22 karat gold went up
to Rs. 199,224 from Rs.
198,281, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
silver increased by Rs.40
to Rs2,900 whereas that of
ten gram silver increased
by Rs.28.30 to

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
fourships,Apllon-D, Elim
Grace, Kouros Queen and
Butinah carrying
Container, Palm oil and
Coal, berthed at Qasim
International Container
Terminal, Liquid Cargo
Terminals and Multi-
P u r p o s e
Terminalrespectively on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile three
more ships, MSC Roma,
YE CHI and Pacific Tulip
carrying Container, Gas oil
and Coal are also arrived at
outer-anchorage of the Port
Qasim during last 24 hours.

A total of nine ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them Gas
carrier ‘Epic Sunter’ left the
port on today morning
while three more ships,
Apollon-D, Endevour and
Sea Luck-III are expected
to sail on today afternoon.

Cargo volume of
122,590 tonnes,
comprising 62,651 tonnes
imports cargo and 59,939
tonnes export cargo carried
in 2,470 Containers (980
TEUs Imports& 1,490
TEUs Export) was handled
at the port during last 24
hours.

There are 06 ships at
Outer Anchorage of Port
Qasim, out of them three
ships, YE CHI, Pacific
Tulip and MSC Roma &
two more ships.

KARACHI (APP):
Federal Minister for
Industries and Production,
Rana Tanveer Hussain, on
Wednesday, said that the
government was vigorously
pursuing the vision of
transforming Pakistan into
a hub of innovation and
self-reliance with
commitment to strengthen
the domestic industry.

The minister, while
addressing a ceremony held
here to mark achievement
of significant milestones of
export of vehicles from
Pakistan and localization
of production by Toyota

Indus Motor Company
(IMC), said that the
government aims to boost
the automotive sector by
encouraging the export of
localized parts and
vehicles. He felicitated the
company on achieving
remarkable milestones that
resonate with the nation’s
aspirations and said that
reaching an impressive
64% localization in
operations through
integration of local content
into production processes
was a remarkable
accomplishment of the
company that demonstrate

a commitment to
strengthening our domestic
industry and underscore
their pivotal role in the
growth of industrial sector
of Pakistan. IMC has
invested over $ 700 million
to expand its production
capacity to 76,000 units,
making it the largest sheet
metal part producer in
Pakistan, Rana Tanveer said
and added that contribution
of Rs258 billion to the
national exchequer was a
testament to the company’s
unwavering commitment to
national development.

Emphasizing the

significance of
contributory efforts for
building a resilient
economic framework and
paving the way for future
progress and prosperity, he
said “Such contributions
are crucial in supporting
our economy, fostering
sustainable growth, and
enhancing the quality of life
for our citizens.” The minister
stressed the need of adopting
a proactive approach to address
environmental challenges by
embracing eco-friendly
technologies and lauded the
IMC’s initiative of introducing
Hybrid Electric.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Commerce and
Industry, Rana Ihsan Afzal
Khan said here on
Wednesday that the
country’s economy, left
reeling by the previous
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) government, has been
put back on track by the
incumbent political
dispensation.“Ever since
PTI Imran Khan is in jail,
the economy of the
country is moving towards
betterment,” he said while
addressing a press
conference along with
Spokesperson of
government on legal affairs,
Barrister Aqeel Malik.

Highlighting some key
indicators, he said that
inflation had decreased
significantly, falling to 12.6
percent in June 2024 from
38 percent in June of the
previous year.

Ihsan said that the
government is committed
to reducing the inflation
rate to a single digit by
2025, and efforts were
currently underway to
achieve this goal.

He said that the
Pakistani rupee also
stabilized, and things are
moving in a positive
direction. Although it was
challenging to stabilize the
exchange rate, we’ve
successfully achieved it.

The country’s
exports have also shown
significant growth in the
fiscal year 2024, with an
increase of $3 billion,
reaching to a total of $30
billion while remittances
were also showing positive
growth. Fitch rating has
also upgraded the country’s
debt outlook, adding it
happened only because of
the restoration
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme.

He emphasized that
the current government has
a comprehensive plan to
uplift every sector adding
work on the privatization
and rightsizing of the
government was going on.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Minister for Finance &
Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
chaired the meeting of the
Committee on the issues
of Gilgit-Baltistan. The
meeting was attended by
Minister for Kashmir
Affairs & Gilgit-Baltistan
Engr. Amir Muqam,
Minister for Finance-GB
Muhammad Ismail,
Minister for Agriculture-
GB Mohammad Anwar, Ex
CM GB Hafiz Hafeez Ur
Rehman, Chief Secretary
GB, Member WAPDA and
other officials from
relevant Ministries.The
meeting commenced with a
detailed briefing by the

Chief Secretary, who
outlined the issues faced
by the GB government.
Some of these issues were
related to insufficient fund
allocations and delays in
PSDP projects which lead
to employee related and
other liabilities. The Chief
Secretary advocated for
solar power projects
designed to address the
region’s growing energy
needs. He also proposed
initiatives for the
digitization of land records
and the expansion of
airports to enhance tourism
potential. These proposals
aim to modernize GB’s
infrastructure and
capitalize.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Electric
Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) on
Wednesday introduced a
new mobile application,
‘NEPRA Asaan
Approach,’ aimed at
improving service for
electricity consumers
across Pakistan.

The app is designed
to allow users to quickly
register complaints related
to electricity issues,
including power outages,
fluctuations, electrical fires,
line faults, and billing
discrepancies. By
streamlining the complaint

process, the app ensures
that issues can be reported
and addressed in the
shortest possible time.

At the launch event,
NEPRA Chairman Waseem
Mukhtar emphasized that
the app is a crucial
component of NEPRA’s
strategy to offer multi-
channel service delivery to
electricity consumers
nationwide.

He addressed
criticisms regarding
NEPRA’s efforts to
enhance consumer facilities
and highlighted the app as
a step towards better
service.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Agriculture, Major Retired
Sajjad Barakwal,
emphasized the critical role
of agriculture in the nation’s
economy, highlighting that
“22 percent of the
country’s GDP is
dependent on agriculture.”
He underscored the
necessity of adopting
modern technology and
research in the agricultural
sector to drive economic
growth in both the country
and the province.

Addressing the
attendees as the chief guest
on the concluding day of
the three-day international
seminar organized by
Bacha Khan University
Charsadda at Nathia Gali,
Minister Barakwal
conveyed the directives of
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Mr. Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur. The
Chief Minister has
mandated the utilization of
all available resources and
the removal of obstacles to
advance the province’s
agricultural development.

Minister Barakwal
emphasized the importance

of university-level research
in agriculture, supported
by the provincial
government and the
relentless efforts of
agricultural scientists, as a
means to prevent future
food shortages in the
province. He highlighted
that communicating
research findings and
advancements to farmers at
the grassroots level is
crucial for the agricultural
sector to significantly
contribute to the country’s
development.

The seminar saw the
participation of Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr.
Zahid Hussain and Vice
Chancellors from various
universities. National and
international agricultural
experts, including Bacha
Khan University Registrar
Dr. Aizaz Ahmad Khan
and conference focal
person Dr. Wajid Ali Shah,
discussed innovations in
agriculture and the
necessity of policy
formulation for the sector.

The seminar ’s
sessions focused on
bringing innovation to the
agricultural sector at the
government level.

Independent Report
CHITRAL: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Board of
Investment & Trade (KP-
BoIT) in collaboration with
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) is organizing an
Expo and Economic
Development Conference
in Chitral for showcasing
the local economic and
trading sectors to attract
investors to invest in the
potential sectors of the
valley.

The proposed Expo
& Economic Development
Conference will be likely
held during the first week
of September this year,
About 60 stalls regarding
attractive sectors of
investment wherein local
potential sectors of
production and particularly
crucial sectors of
investment would be
erected.

In this connection, a
meeting was held here at

the KP-BoIT with Special
Assistant to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Chief
Minister  on Industries,
Commerce and Technical
Education, Abdul Karim
Khan Tordher in the chair
on Wednesday.

Besides, the Director
General (DG) TDAP
Nauman Bashir, Director
Business Facilitation (KP-
BoIT) Iqbal Sarwar,
Chairman All Pakistan
Exporters Association
(APCEA) Minhajuddin,
president Chitral Chamber
of Commerce and
Industries (CCCI) Sartaj
Ahmad Khan, Provincial
Chief Small & Medium
Enterprises Development
Authority (SMEDA)
Rashid Aman, the
representatives of KP
Economic Zones
Development and
Management Company
(EZDMC), Small
Industries Development
Board (SIDB).

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Water and power
Development Authority
(WAPDA) has awarded
contract worth Rs. 21.534
billion for installation of
telemetry system at 27
key points on Indus Basin
Irrigation System (IBIS) for
real-time discharge
monitoring. The contract
has been awarded to a Joint
Venture (JV) comprising
CDigital and HBCC along
with Siemens as Sub-
Contractor in the JV. As per
the contract, the telemetry
system, after the
installation, will be
commissioned in December
2026, said a press release
issued on Wednesday.

Chief Engineer and
Project Director Indus
Telemetry Project Waseem

Ali and Chief Executive
Officer CDigital,
Muhammad Ahsan Bashir
signed the agreement on
behalf of WADA and the
JV respectively. Member
IRSA (Punjab), WAPDA’s
Member (Finance),
Member (Water), Member
(Power), General Manager
(Hydro Resource
Management) and
representatives of 45
Engineering Division, the
Consultants and the
Contractors also attended
the ceremony. It is
important to note that the
Ministry of Water
Resources has entrusted
WAPDA with the crucial
task of implementing a
Telemetry System on
Indus Basin Irrigation
System in order .

ISLAMABAD (Online):
S&P Global Ratings has
affirmed Pakistan’s long-
term sovereign credit rating
at ‘CCC+’ and short-term
rating at ‘C’, maintaining a
stable outlook.

This decision reflects
a balance between the
challenges posed by
Pakistan’s external
liquidity and fiscal
performance, and the
anticipated continued
support from multilateral
and bilateral partners over
the next 12 months.

Despite economic
challenges, international
support and fiscal
measures provide a degree
of stability to the
country’s financial

outlook.
“We could lower our

ratings if Pakistan’s
external indicators
deteriorate rapidly or fiscal
deficits widen to exceed the
domestic banking system’s
financing capacity, to the
extent that the
government’s willingness
or ability to service its
commercial debt is
diminished,” S&P said in
its statement.

One potential
indication of domestic
financing stress would be
further increases in the
government’s interest
burden, which we estimate
will exceed 45% of
government revenues over
the next few years.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s leading digital
microfinance bank,
Mobilink Bank strengthens
its commitment to
women’s economic
empowerment with the
launch of Pakistan’s first-
ever industry-specific
incubation program
designed exclusively for
women entrepreneurs.

This initiative falls
under the umbrella of the
Bank’s ongoing Women
Inspirational Network
(WIN) program said a news
release.

The WIN Incubator
program aims to empower
25 women entrepreneurs
by equipping them with
knowledge in core business
areas including idea,
planning, business
management, financial

literacy and marketing. The
graduating startups will
gain access to a
professional network and
guaranteed Bint-e-Hawwa
loans to fuel their ventures.
The most promising
startups will compete for
a PKR 4 million investment
to bring their startup ideas
to life.

Mobilink Bank is
part of the VEON group, a
global digital operator that
provides converged
connectivity and digital
services to nearly 160
million customers in six
dynamic markets that are
home to 7% of world’s
population.

Sumera Abbasi,
Executive Director of TiE
Islamabad and a recognized
leader in the Pakistani
startup ecosystem.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Agricultural experts have
advised farmers to take
precautionary measures
and adopt regular pest
scouting for controlling
pest attack on cotton crops
especially during monsoon
rainy season.

A spokesman for the
Agriculture (Extension)
Department said on
Wednesday that cotton
crop was passing through
an important stage of
budding and flowering and

this stage attract the pests
as moisture increases in the
air due to rains.

He said that boll
weevil,  whitefly, pink
bollworm (Gulabi Sundi),
Lepidoperous insect
(Lashkari Sundi), American
Sundi are the main pests
which cause heavy damage
to the cotton crops.

The boll weevil
attacks on flowers and
bolls and destroys the
cotton lint with its feces
and consume.
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Khan Yunis in ruins after
Israeli assault kills 300

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: Gaza’s civil
defence agency said on
Tuesday that an Israeli op-
eration in and around the
territory’s second city of
Khan Yunis killed about 300
people since it began last
week, while the army
claimed it had “eliminated
150 terrorists”.

“Since the beginning of
the Israeli ground invasion
of the eastern part of Khan
Yunis province, the civil
defence and medical teams
have re-cov-ered approxi-
mately 300 bodies of mar-
tyrs, many of them decom-
posed,” agency spokesman
Mahmud Bassal said.

The Israeli military
launched the assault on
July 22 to halt what it called
rocket fire from the area,
which alre-ady saw heavy
fighting earlier this year.

Last week, it said
troops had retrieved the
bodies of five Israelis from
the area.

They had been killed
during the Hamas attacks of
October 7 and their bodies
taken back to Gaza, the
military said.

Thousands of Pales-
tinians retu-rned to their
damaged or destroyed
homes in Khan Yunis after
Israeli troops ended their
attack and vacated the area.

Palestinian health of-
ficials said rescue workers
had so far recovered 42
bodies of Palestinians killed
in the Israeli incursion into
eastern Khan Yunis. Gaza’s
Civil Emergency Ser-vice
said search was underway
with 200 people still re-
ported missing.

After the Israeli
forces left,  people
streamed back to their
homes on foot and with
donkey carts carrying
their belongings. Many
found their houses dam-
aged or destroyed.

Witnesses said army
forces had bulldozed the
main cemetery in Bani
Suhaila, the town on the
eastern outskirts of Khan
Yunis that was the main
focus of the raid, as well
as houses and roads
nearby.

“I am coming back
and I have faith in God. I
don’t know whether we

Bystanders surround vehicles covered in debris near the site of an Israeli
strike on Beirut’s southern suburbs.

Quetta

Israel’s atrocities
‘outshine Hitler’: Erdogan

Iran’s Khamenei says
avenging Haniyeh’s

killing is Tehran’s duty

Monitoring Desk
ISTANBUL: Türkiye’s
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on Tuesday said
the Gaza Strip has become
the “world’s largest exter-
mination camp,” and Israel
has committed an atrocity
that will “outshine Hitler.”

“Western leaders and
organisations whose duty is
to ensure international se-
curity have only watched
this brutality from afar for
almost 300 days,” Erdogan
said in a speech in the capi-
tal Ankara.

“How many more
children need to die to see
that Israel’s invasive poli-
cies endanger the entire re-
gion? Look, this is not a
path that can continue,” he
added. Israel has killed more
than 39,000 Palestinians,
mostly women and chil-
dren, in Gaza since Oct. 7.

The Turkish presi-
dent said Israel is the only
country in the region that
seeks its security through
“aggression, massacres and
land seizure,” acting like a

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Avenging
Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh’s assassination is
“Tehran’s duty” because it
occurred in the Iranian capi-
tal, Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei said in his
message on the assassina-
tion of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh.

He said Israel had pro-
vided the grounds for
“harsh punishment” for it-
self.

Newly elected Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian
has issued a statement say-
ing Tehran will defend its
territorial integrity and dig-
nity.

“Today, dear Iran is
mourning its sharer of sor-
rows and joys, the constant
and proud companion of
the path of resistance, the
brave leader of the Pales-
tinian resistance, the mar-
tyr of al-Quds, Haj Ismail
Haniyeh. Yesterday I raised
his victorious hand and to-
day I have to bury him on
my shoulders.

“Martyrdom is the art
of men of God. The bond
between the two proud na-
tions of Iran and Palestine
will be stronger than before,
and the path of resistance
and defense of the op-
pressed will be followed
stronger than ever.

“The Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran will defend its
territorial integrity, honour,
dignity and pride, and make
the terrorist occupiers re-
gret their cowardly action,”
the president’s statement
concluded.

Hamas’s armed wing
said that the killing of its
political leader Ismail
Haniyeh takes the “war”
with Israel to “new levels,”
warning of repercussions
for the entire region.

“This assassination
…takes the war to new lev-
els and will have enormous
consequences for the entire
region,” the Ezzedine al-
Qassam Brigades, whose
fighters are engaged in fierce
battles with Israeli troops
in Gaza, said in a statement.

“terrorist organization.”
He said the “lawless

Israeli state is a threat not
only to Palestine and Leba-
non but to humanity as a
whole, to the entire world
at this point.”

“Hitler had been
stopped, even if belatedly,
by the alliance of the US
and the Soviet Union. This
genocide, savagery, and
barbarism must also be
stopped immediately by
the alliance of humanity
before it is too late,”
Erdogan added.

“Those pulling the
strings of the Netanyahu
administration must say
‘stop’ to this massacre net-
work without delay. We are
aware of what the murderer
called Netanyahu is seek-
ing to achieve, what kind of
a catastrophe he is trying
to drag our region and the
entire world into,” he said.

“We also know very
well the true motive behind
his attempts to spread the
fire in Gaza to the whole
region.

Germany accuses China of
conducting 2021 cyberattack

on cartography agency
Monitoring Desk

BERLIN: Germany ac-
cused China on Wednesday
of having been behind a
2021 cyberattack on the
federal cartography agency
for espionage purposes and
summoned Beijing’s ambas-
sador to Berlin to complain.

China’s foreign minis-
try did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment.

“We call on China to
refrain from, and to prevent
such cyberattacks,” Interior
Minister Nancy Faeser said
in a statement, adding that
the incident had shown just
how big a threat such at-
tacks now posed.

The German govern-
ment was able to attribute
responsibility for the
cyberattack to Chinese
state actors based on infor-
mation from its intelligence
services, the ministry state-
ment said.

The hackers compro-
mised the end devices of
private individuals and
companies, it added.

Germany’s cartogra-
phy and geodesy agency
(BKG) plays an important
role for multiple state and
private organizations, in-
cluding those involved in
critical infrastructure, it
said.

Security services ex-
pect China to further inten-
sify its state-run espionage
activities, the ministry said.

Tensions over Chinese
espionage in Germany and
other Western countries
have increased in recent
months, particularly after
the high-profile arrest of a
European Parliament aide in
April.

“We are therefore reso-
lutely countering these
threats and have signifi-
cantly increased our pro-
tection,” Faeser said.

Israel used dogs, waterboarding
on Palestinian detainees from

Gaza, UN report says
Monitoring Desk

GENEVA: Thousands of
Palestinians have been forc-
ibly removed from Gaza,
sometimes from bomb shel-
ters, and dragged into de-
tention in Israel where some
have been tortured and doz-
ens have died, according to
a UN human rights office
report on Tuesday.

Many of those seized
in Gaza since the war be-
gan on Oct. 7 were taken at
checkpoints as they fled
Israel’s military offensive or
from the schools and hos-
pitals where they were shel-
tering, said the 23-page re-
port based primarily on in-
terviews with released de-
tainees and other victims
and witnesses.

Often, they were
blindfolded and shackled
before being transported to
Israel and placed in “cage-
like” military centres and
forced to wear nothing but
diapers for prolonged pe-
riods, it said. The UN re-
port said 53 detainees died
in custody.

“The testimonies
gathered by my Office and
other entities indicate a
range of appalling acts,
such as waterboarding and
the release of dogs on de-

tainees, amongst other
acts, in flagrant violation of
international human rights
law and international hu-
manitarian law,” said
United Nations High Com-
missioner Volker Turk in a
statement accompanying
the report.

He called for their im-
mediate release as well as
the release of the remain-
ing hostages from among
the 253 kidnapped in Is-
rael in the Oct. 7 attacks in
which 1,200 people were
killed.

The Israeli military
has said it is investigating
allegations of mistreatment
of detainees at facilities in
Israel but has declined to
comment on specific cases.
It plans a phase out of the
Sde Teiman camp in the
Negev desert which was
cited both in the UN re-
port and by Palestinians
rights group as a location
of detainee abuse.

Reports of mistreat-
ment of detainees in Israeli
prisons have been growing
in recent months.

Generally they were
held in secret, without be-
ing given a reason for their
detention or access to a law-
yer, the report said.

Palestinians attend a protest in Nablus in the Israeli-occupied West Bank
following the assassination of the chief of the Palestinian Hamas group.

Landslide toll hits 160
as rain hampers rescue
work in India’s Kerala

Bangladesh police lob stun
grenades to disperse march
over excessive use of force

Macron’s
office censured

over lavish
banquets for

Modi, Charles
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: French President
Emmanuel Macron’s of-
fice spent nearly one mil-
lion euros on two lavish
banquets for Britain’s
King Charles III and In-
d ian  P rime Minister
Narendra  Modi ,  the
country’s top auditors
said as they urged the
Elysee Palace to tighten
its belt.

The Cour  des
Comptes (Court of Ac-
counts), which keeps an
eye on state budgets, la-
mented a “sharp rise” in
presidentia l  spending
last year, shooting up to
125.5m euros ($135m)
— 8.5m more than its
budget.

Jamaat faces
ban in wake of

Bangladesh
student unrest

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Bangladesh will
ban the country’s largest
religious party Jamaat-i-
Islaami and its student
wing Shibir in the wake of
this month’s deadly na-
tionwide unrest ,  road
transport  minister
Obaidul Quader told re-
porters on Tuesday.

Representatives of
Bangladesh’s governing
coalition “unanimously
decided to ban Jamaat and
Shibir, taking into consid-
eration their  past and
present activities,” said
Quader, who is also gen-
eral secretary of the ruling
Awami League.

Jamaat is already
banned from contesting
elections but the new or-
der would outlaw the
party and prevent it from
holding any public gath-
erings. Party leader
Shafiqur Rahman con-
demned the order as “ille-
gal, beyond jurisdiction
and anti-constitution”.

Monitoring Desk
WAYANAD: Relentless
downpours and howling
winds hampered
Wednesday’s search for
survivors of landslides that
struck Indian tea planta-
tions and killed at least 160
people, most believed to be
labourers and their families.

Days of torrential
monsoon rains have bat-
tered the southern coastal
state of Kerala, with
blocked roads into the
Wayanad district disaster
area complicating relief ef-
forts.

Heavy rain in Kerala,
one of India’s most attrac-
tive tourist destinations, led
to the landslides early on
Tuesday, sending torrents
of mud, water and tumbling
boulders downhill and bury-
ing or sweeping people
away to their deaths as they
slept. Senior police officer

M.R. Ajith Kumar told AFP
that around 500 people had
been rescued since succes-
sive landslides struck before
dawn on Tuesday. “So far
we have got more than 150
bodies,” he said. “Still large
areas are to be explored and
searched to find out
whether live people are
there or not.”

The local Asianet
news TV channel put the
death toll at 177.

It was the worst disas-
ter in the state since deadly
floods in 2018. Experts
said the area had been re-
ceiving heavy rain in the last
two weeks which had soft-
ened the soil and that ex-
tremely heavy rainfall on
Monday triggered the land-
slides. The only bridge con-
necting the worst-hit vil-
lages of Chooralmala and
Mundakkai was washed
away.

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: Police in
Bangladesh fired tear gas
and stun grenades to dis-
perse people who were
demonstrating on Wednes-
day against the excessive
use of force by authorities
during protests earlier in
July that left at least 150
dead.

The unrest is the big-
gest test facing Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
76, since she won a fourth
term in January elections
boycotted by the main
opposition Bangladesh
Nationalist Party, which
were also marred by
deadly protests.

Police said they used
force when people in the
northeastern district of
Sylhet broke through bar-
ricades to march towards
the courts.

“We requested the

protesters to move from
the road, but they didn’t
listen and instead attacked
the police, forcing us to
disperse them with tear
gas and stun grenades,”
said regional deputy com-
missioner Azbahar Ali
Sheikh.

Police and protesters
scuffled in Dhaka, the
capital, and the southern
port city of Chittagong,
witnesses said. It was not
immediately clear if there
were any fatalities.

At least 10 people,
including four journalists,
were injured in southern
Barishal district, where
police used batons to dis-
perse protesters.

Police detained at
least seven students in
Dhaka near the high court,
where lawyers and univer-
sity teachers joined the
demonstrators.

Army soldiers help trapped people to cross a temporary bridge at a landslide
site after multiple landslides in the hills in Wayanad district, in the southern
state of Kerala, India.

US anti-Muslim incidents
rose about 70pc in 2024

UN express concern
over human rights
violations in India

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Dis-
crimination and attacks
against Muslims and Pales-
tinians rose by about 70 per
cent in the United States in
the first half of 2024 amid
heightened Islamophobia
due to Israel’s aggression in
Gaza, the Council on
American-Islamic Rela-
tions advocacy group said
on Tuesday.

Human rights advo-
cates have reported a glo-
bal rise in Islamo-phobia,
anti-Palestinian bias and
antisemitism since the erup-
tion in October of the Is-

raeli invasion which has
killed tens of thousands and
caused a humanitarian cri-
sis.

In  the first six
months of 2024, CAIR
said it  received 4,951
complaints of anti-Mus-
lim and anti-Palestinian
incidents, a rise of nearly
70pc compared with the
same period in 2023.

Most of the com-
plaints were in the catego-
ries of immigration and asy-
lum, employment discrimi-
nation, education discrimi-
nation and hate crimes,
CAIR said.

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: United Na-
tions has expressed its con-
cerns over continuous hu-
man rights violations in In-
dia. The United Nations
Human Rights Committee
has expressed concern over
human rights violations
against Muslim, Christian
and low caste communities
in India. The UN also
voiced concerns over en-
forcement of terrorism laws
in Occupied Jammu Kash-
mir, Assam and Manipur.

The UN rights com-
mittee demanded immedi-
ate suspension of discrimi-
natory laws. The UN also
suggested India to train their
civil servants, security
forces, judiciary, and com-
munity leaders in a way

that human rights are not
violated in the society.

The UN also declared
India’s anti-terrorism laws
and Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act contrary to
International Laws.

The UN has asked the
Indian Lawmakers to abide
the anti-terrorism laws by
the international laws.

The UN human rights
committee also observed
that the undue use of power
in Jammu Kashmir, Assam
and Manipur has resulted
in unconstitutional killings,
imprisonments, sexual as-
sault, forced disappear-
ances, and violence.

The committee has
also suggested India to form
a mechanism to identify the
human rights violators.

People take part in a protest march outside the high court building demand-
ing justice for the victims arrested and killed in the recent countrywide
violence in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Russia says the Middle
East is teetering on the

brink of war
political settlement in the
Middle East had led to this
situation.

“We strongly con-
demn the murder of the head
of the political bureau of
the Hamas movement,
Ismail Haniyeh, as a result
of a rocket attack on his resi-
dence in Tehran,” Andrei
Nastasin, Nastasin told re-
porters.

“It is obvious that the
organisers of this political
assassination were aware of
the dangerous conse-
quences this action is
fraught with for the entire
region.”

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia said on
Wednesday that the Middle
East was teetering the brink
of a major war and that key
players were continuing to
raise the stakes.

“The region is cur-
rently balancing on the
brink of a global conflict,”
Andrei Nastasin, deputy
spokesman for the Russian
foreign ministry, said. “The
parties continue to raise the
stakes.”

Russia said the
“manic desire” of the
United States to
monopolise the process of

At least four
killed in explosions
at former Iraq

paramilitary base
Monitoring Desk

BAGHDAD: A base to the
south-west of Baghdad
used by Iraq’s Popular
Mobilisation Forces, was
hit in a strike on Tuesday
night. At least four people
were killed in the strike and
others wounded, AFP re-
ported.

At least four people
were killed and others
wounded in explosions at
a base belonging to former
paramilitaries in Babylon
province south of
Baghdad, a security source
and a pro-Iran official said
Tuesday.

“The toll has now
risen to four members of
Hashed killed,” said the of-
ficial from the Hashed al-
Shaabi alliance of pro-Ira-
nian former paramilitary
groups now integrated into
the regular army.

He added that the
blasts were caused by an
“airstrike—four or five
missiles hit the base”.

The security source
confirmed that four people
were killed, adding that the
death toll was expected to
rise.

On July 18, an explo-
sion hit “logistics” ware-
houses belonging to Hashed
south of Baghdad, and in
April, one person was killed
and eight wounded in a
blast at a military base hous-
ing Hashed groups in
Babylon province.

Hashed al-Shaabi is an
integral part of the Iraqi se-
curity apparatus under the
authority of the prime min-
ister.

Israel targets Hezbollah
commander in Beirut strike

Philippines, US
navy hold joint

exercise in
South China Sea

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The Philippines
and United States navies
conducted on Wednesday a
joint maritime exercise in
the South China Sea, the
Philippine armed forces
said.

The activity, held in-
side the Philippines’ exclu-
sive economic zone, in-
cluded two vessels and was
designed to enhance com-
munication and operational
coordination between the
two navies, the military
said in a statement.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Israel struck
Hezbollah’s stronghold in
southern Beirut on Tues-
day in  retaliation for
rocket fire from Lebanon
that killed 12 children over
the weekend, saying it had
targeted the commander
responsible for the attack.

“The IDF (army)
carried out a targeted
strike in Beirut on the
commander responsible
for the murder of the chil-
dren in Majdal Shams and
the killing of numerous
additional Israeli civil-
ians,” the military said in
a statement, referring to
the Druze Arab town in
the annexed Golan Heights

where the children were
killed on Saturday.

A source close to the
Hezbollah group con-
firmed that “a leading
commander” was the tar-
get of the strike, which hit
near the group’s decision
making body, the Shura
Council.

The source added
that two people were
killed in the strike, but
was unable to confirm if
the commander was
among them.

Minutes after the ex-
plosions rocked Beirut, Is-
raeli Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant posted on social
media site X that “Hezbollah
crossed the red line”.

Spanish PM
files lawsuit

against judge
leading wife’s

graft probe
Monitoring Desk

MADRID: Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez on
Tuesday filed a lawsuit
against a judge who sum-
moned him to testify in a
probe into alleged influence-
peddling by his wife, accus-
ing him of violating the law.

The lawsuit filed by
Spain’s state legal services
argues the judge and others
may have committed
“criminal acts” in his sum-
mons by not allowing
Sanchez to testify in writ-
ing as requested by the So-
cialist leader, according to
the complaint. The lawsuit
“is not a frontal attack on
the judiciary”.

will live or die, but it is all
for the sake of the home-
land,” said Etimad Al-
Masri, who had walked for
at least five kilometers
back to her home.

“Despite the suffering,
we are patient and God’s
willing we will have victory.”
Many residents said they
had been displaced from
their homes several times.

“We hope there will
be a ceasefire and calm. We
hope that they act on a
ceasefire so that we can live
in security and safety,” said
Walid Abu Nsaira, holding
some of his belongings on
his shoulder as he walked
back home.

Ten months into the
war, Israeli forces have
largely completed their
storming of nearly the en-
tire Gaza Strip and have
spent the past several
weeks launching new as-
saults on areas where they
had already claimed to have
rooted out Hamas.

Thousands of people
have been ordered to evacu-
ate their homes, most of
them previously displaced
several times already.
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HUB: View of destruction at Hub River Causeway road once again due to
floods causing of poor sewerage system creating problems for commuters
and residents, after heavy rainwater flowed in area due to heavy downpour of
monsoon season, showing negligence of concerned authorities, in Hub.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum Mussadaq Malik, Governor
Sindh Kamran Tesuri, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Morocco Mohamed
Karmoune and others cutting cake to celebrate the Fifth Anniversary of the
Accession to the throne of His Majesty of the Kingdom of Morocco at a local
hotel in the Federal Capital.

QUETTA: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) Provincial
Chief, Maulana Abdul Wasay addresses to media
persons during press conference, at JUI-F Provin-
cial Secretariat in Quetta.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta and Administra-
tor Metropolitan Corporation, Hamza Shafqat and
Israr Kakar, President of London Oxford Univer-
sity Union are presenting certificate among par-
ticipants during a ceremony held in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: Mir Ali Hassan Zahri, Advisor to
Chief Minister Balochistan on Trade and Industry
met with Senator Rubina Khalid Chairperson
Benazir Income Support Programme at BISP Head-
quarters in Federal Capital.

Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani while leading a delegation of the
members of Senate held a meeting with UK based representatives of Jammu
& Kashmir self-determination movement, International Lobby on Kashmir
and International Students society based in UK London.

QUETTA: A delegation led by Mir Niamatullah Zehri meeting with Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti

CPEC 2.0 is making Pakistan
an attractive investment
destination, Ahsan Iqbal

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
seminar was organized by
the Institute of Regional
Studies (IRS) on China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and emerging op-
portunities under the title,
“CPEC 2.0: Prospects and
Challenges”.

Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Ahsan
Iqbal Chaudhary was the
Chief Guest on the occasion
while Senator Mushahid
Hussain Syed along with
Minister Counsellor of
Chinese Embassy in Paki-
stan, Yang Nuo, eminent
economist Dr. Ashfaque
Hasan Khan and other dis-
tinguished experts com-
prised the panel at the dis-
cussion attended by diplo-
mats, academicians, intelli-
gentsia and researchers, said
a press release issued here
on Wednesday.

In his keynote address

on CPEC Phase 2.0, Fed-
eral Minister Ahsan Iqbal
emphasized that CPEC has
been a transformative force
for Pakistan’s economy,
shifting it from the brink of
collapse to an attractive in-
vestment destination.

He highlighted the
strong bond of trust and
shared vision between
China and Pakistan, which
has enabled them to over-
come initial challenges.
Now, as they enter the sec-
ond phase of CPEC, the
focus will be on industrial
collaboration, regional con-
nectivity, and socioeco-
nomic development.

The minister also as-
serted that for CPEC to be
successful, it is crucial to
establish peace, political
stability and continuity of
policies while demonstrat-
ing a continuous commit-
ment to reforms. CPEC 2.0
aims to enhance technolo-

gies, create job opportuni-
ties, and ensure food secu-
rity through agricultural
mechanization. As we em-
bark on this journey, it rep-
resents a critical opportu-
nity for Pakistan to build a
brighter future for genera-
tions to come. We must
unite as one nation and one
team to ensure the success
of CPEC 2.0. Earlier, in his
welcoming remarks, Am-
bassador Jauhar Saleem,
President of the IRS, stated
that the all-weather strate-
gic cooperative partnership
between Pakistan and China
had reached new heights with
the launch of CPEC 2.0,
which focuses on high-qual-
ity development, technologi-
cal innovation, and sustain-
able growth. The upgraded vi-
sion prioritizes clean energy,
IT, and agriculture amongst
other things aligning with
Pakistan’s 2025 goals and
China’s 5Cs framework.

Gilani says:
Pakistan’s stance
on Kashmir issue

consistent, resolute
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Wednesday reiterated that
Pakistan’s stance on the
Kashmir issue has been
consistent and resolute. He
condemned Indian brutal
use of force against the in-
nocent Kashmiris. He was
leading a delegation of the
members of Senate and Na-
tional Assembly which held
a meeting with UK based
representatives of Jammu &
Kashmir Self Determina-
tion Movement, Interna-
tional Lobby on Kashmir
and International Students
Society based in UK.

Yousaf Raza Gilani
said that Indian army has
blatantly violated interna-
tional law by denying the
people their just right. He
acknowledged the efforts of
the UK based platforms
working for raising voice for
Kashmiri people.

He said that Pakistan

has highlighted the Kashmir
issue at all international fo-
rums such as the United
Nations, the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), and other global
platforms to garner interna-
tional support and put
pressure on India to address
the human rights violations
in the region.

The Chairman Senate
said that Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the Kashmiri
cause is a central element
of its foreign policy, and it
continues to seek a peace-
ful resolution based on in-
ternational law, the UN Se-
curity Council Resolutions
and the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people.  The
Kashmiri delegation included
Raja Najabat Hussain, Chair-
man Jammu & Kashmir Self
Determination Movement
International, Former Lord
Mayor of Manchester Coun-
cillor Yasmine Dar Chairper-
son International Lobby.

UNSC report spotlights
TTP-AfghanTaliban collaboration
in growing attacks inside Pakistan

UNITED NATIONS
(APP):A new United Na-
tions Security Council re-
port has underscored the
grave threat to Pakistan’s
security posed by the
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), saying there is an
increased collaboration be-
tween the TTP and Afghan
Taliban in the cross-border
terrorist attacks mainly
against Pakistani military
posts.

“With Taliban acqui-
escence, and at times sup-
port, TTP has intensified
attacks inside Pakistan pri-
marily targeting military
installations,”  said the re-
port from the Council’s
Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring
Team concerning ISIL
(Da’esh), Al-Qaeda and as-
sociate groups, pointing out
that Pakistan suffered more
than 800 attacks in the past

several months.
“TTP camps with Al-

Qaeda and Taliban involve-
ment focus on training lo-
cal Afghan fighters and
TTP operatives,” it said,
noting that TTP has 6,000
and 6,500 fighters who
continue to use NATO
weapons obtained in Af-
ghanistan, while also em-
phasizing the role of night
vision capability. “Al-
Qaeda is funding purchases
of weapons and suicide
vests for TTP,” the report
added. “The terrorist threat
emanating from Afghani-
stan is causing heightened
concern in many (UN)
member states,” according
to the report. Pakistan has
consistently drawn the at-
tention of the international
community to the security
threat it faces from the TTP
terrorists who it says also
have external support.

The report said,
“There is heightened con-
cern among member states
about the terrorist threat
emanating regionally from
Afghanistan from ISIL-
Khorassan and Tehrik-e
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in
particular; new inward
travel to Afghanistan of
some Al-Qaeda personnel
and training, recruitment
and reorganization activi-
ties.’ It cites several UN
member states as saying
that the Al-Qaeda figure Abu
Ikhlas-al Masri was ac-
tively collaborating with
Jamaat-ul-Ahrar in provid-
ing suicide bomber training
to TTP in Kunar Province,
with two states holding
TTP responsible for the
March 26 attack against
Chinese nationals working
on a hydropower dam
project near Besham in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

PM Shehbaz emphasises
utilising all-out resources

for polio eradication
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday ex-
pressing concern over Pa-
kistan being one of the two
countries in the world fac-
ing the challenge of polio,
directed the authorities con-
cerned to utilise all-out re-
sources to rid the country
of the crippling disease.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with a polio
eradication team, said every
child should be adminis-
tered polio vaccine in the
areas facing security chal-
lenge. He said Pakistan
made a significant headway
in polio eradication conse-
quent to the dedication of
the front line workers, de-
termination of the govern-
ment and cooperation by
the partners.

In a briefing to the
prime minister about the
polio eradication, he was

apprised of two, four and
six-month plans.

It was told that nine
polio cases had been re-
ported in 2024 and that
countrywide polio vaccina-
tion drives would be
launched in September,
October and December this
year. The prime minister
was told that the data of the
children missed from polio
vaccination had been
digitised to ensure their
vaccination through digital
tracking.

Coordinator to Prime
Minister on National
Health Dr Malik Mukhtar
Ahmed, PM’s Focal Person
on Polio Eradication Dr
Ayesha Raza Farooq, Sec-
retary National Health Dr
Nadeem Mehboon and Na-
tional Coordinator on Po-
lio Eradication Muhammad
Anwarul Haq attended the
meeting.

US offers scholarships to
30,000 Pakistani students

ISLAMABAD (INP): US
Deputy Chief of Mission
Andrew Schofer said on
Wednesday that US govern-
ment provided support to
30,000 students to improve
their English language skills
across the Pakistan.

He said this while talk-
ing to journalists after at-
tending ceremony of “Ac-
cess” Scholarship
Programme, which is espe-
cially introduced for English
language learning.

Andrew Schofer
stated that US government
was offering scholarships
to students for last 20
years. He stated that the
US government was sup-
porting in some other
programmes also to develop
leadership qualities and im-
prove professional skills.
About his ongoing visit to
Multan, he remarked that
he was very happy to visit
Multan.

In his addressing dur-
ing ceremony, the US dip-
lomat stated that he was
much impressed to witness

the cultural performances
of the students. About En-
glish Access Scholarship
programme, he hinted that
the students would surely
upgrade their English lin-
guistic skills. “We want the
students should succeed”,
he maintained.

Andrew added that the
programme was being run
since 2004 and so far 30,000
students got the scholar-
ships for language learning.

Pinning high hopes
from the new batch of 300
students, he stated that
they would be able to speak
English in near future. En-
glish Access Scholarship
Program is one of the high-
lights of the longstanding
cooperation between the
United States and Pakistan
Vice Chancellor Education
University Asim Saeed also
spoke and it was highly
beneficial programme. It
will not only help educate
the kids but 300 families
too. He also assured of all
possible cooperation for the
success of the programme.

Dr. Rubaba encourages active
participation of minorities’

women in Balochistan’s progress

Terrorists attack at Levies check post:

Martyr Levies personnel
laid to rest with full

official honour in Pishin 

Balochistan Govt taking
steps for welfare of

labourers’ children: DC

Education Dept deducts
salaries of 100 teachers on

negligence of duties in Kohlu

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Advisor to
Chief Minister Balochistan
on Women Development,
Dr. Rubaba kham buledi has
assured that Women devel-
opment department is dedi-
cated to creating an inclu-
sive environment where
women from all communi-
ties can contribute to the
progress of Balochistan.

These remarks were
given by Dr.Rubaba Khan
buledi during an insightful
meeting with Sanjay Kumar
Panjwani, Parliamentary
Secretary for Minorities,
and Ujala Sachdav, a social
activist from the Hindu
community. The meeting
focused on the challenges

faced by working women
from minority communities
in Balochistan and explored
avenues for their greater in-
volvement in the province’s
development.

During the meeting,
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi
expressed her commitment
to supporting minority
women and ensuring their
active participation in vari-
ous roles within the prov-
ince. Dr. Buledi empha-
sized the importance of ad-
dressing the specific chal-
lenges faced by minority
working women. “We rec-
ognize the unique issues that
minority women encounter
in their professional lives,
and we are committed to

providing the necessary
support and resources to
overcome these challenges.
Their contributions are in-
valuable to the socio-eco-
nomic growth of our prov-
ince,” she said. Encourag-
ing women from minority
communities to take on ac-
tive roles, Dr. Buledi high-
lighted the significance of
diverse perspectives in
driving progress. “The par-
ticipation of women from
minority communities in
various sectors will bring
fresh perspectives and in-
novative solutions to the
table. Their involvement is
crucial for the holistic de-
velopment of Balochistan,”
she added.

QUETTA (APP):Kohlu
Education Department on
Wednesday  deducted sala-
ries of 100 teachers on neg-
ligence of their duties while
show cause notices were is-
sued to 90 teachers during
taking action against absent
educators. According to the
report, in the light of the
decision made by the De-
partment of Education in
the meeting of the District
Education Group, the sala-
ries of more than one hun-
dred male and female absent
teaching and non-teaching
staff have been deducted
and 90 employees were
also asked to answer
through issuing show cause
notice.

According to District
Education Officer (DEO)
Hafeezullah Marri, action
has been taken against the
absent employees in the
education department in
the light of the meeting of

the District Education
Group. Answers have also
been sought from the em-
ployees including deduction
of salaries, he said.

He said that in case of
non-satisfactory response,
the concerned absentee em-
ployees would be subject
to other departmental ac-
tion including dismissal.

He said that the func-
tioning of all educational in-
stitutions across the district
was the first priority for in-
terest of students’ future
saying that in this context,
with the support of the
Deputy Commissioner and
the district administration,
the education department
was taking vigorous steps
to activate all the inactive
schools and continue the
education. On the other
hand, departmental actions
have also been intensified
against the absent teaching
staff, he noted.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Two Levies
personnel martyred in ter-
rorists attack at Levies
check post in Killi Malezai
were laid to rest with full
honour in their native vil-
lages on Wednesday.

The Levies cop Yasir
Ilyas was laid to rest in the
ancestral graveyard of Killi
Haikalzai while Abdul
Qadeer was buried in the
native Killi Malezai’s
graveyard.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Pishin Jumma Dad
Mandokhail,  SSP
Manzoor Buledi, Director

General Levies staff, assis-
tant Commissioners, other
district official as well as
tribal and political leaders
participated in the funeral
prayer and burial of the
Levies cops.

Earlier, the smartly
turned out contingent of the
Levies and Police presented
salute to the coffins of the
martyrs.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, SSP Manzoor Buledi
said that the morale of
jawans would not be down
because of the cowardly
acts and attacks of the ter-
rorists.

QUETTA (APP): Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Quetta
Lieutenant ® Saad Bin Asad
said that Balochistan gov-
ernment was taking all pos-
sible measures for welfare
of the labourers’s children
and for the education and
training of their children
which would help in im-
proving their standard of
living. He expressed these
views on Wednesday while
chairing meeting regarding

giving scholarships to the
children of workers under
the Worker Welfare Board.

The meeting was at-
tended by Assistant Com-
missioner (City), Assistant
Commissioner (Sadar), As-
sistant Commissioner
(Kachlak) and Assistant
Commissioner (Sariab).
Scrutiny of the submitted
documents was done in the
meeting which totaled 1101
applications.

DC Jhal Magsi
visits National

Bank Gandawa
QUETTA (APP): Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Jhal
Magsi Syed Rahmatullah
Shah paid a surprise visit
to National Bank Gandawa
branch area of the district
on Wednesday.

On this occasion,
Khalid Hussain Rind, man-
ager of the bank gave him
about detailed briefing re-
garding the non-availability
of the bank’s building and
other problems.

DC Syed Rehmatullah
Shah assured to solve all the
problems under an effective
strategy.

While issuing instruc-
tions to the concerned bank
staff on the occasion of his
visit to National Bank
Gandawa, he said that the
best service should be pro-
vided to government em-
ployees and other custom-
ers on a priority basis.

Keeping in view the
hot weather, provision of
cool water and shade should
be ensured for the users.

Chinese embassy pledges
20,000 health kits for

Balochistan schoolgirls
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Embassy of China on
Wednesday announced to
donate 20,000 health kits
for the schoolgirls in
Balochistan with an aim to
ensure their well-being.

Under the inspiring
theme of ‘She Power’, the
noble initiative aims to sig-
nificantly promote the use
of essential hygiene prod-
ucts, and foster a culture of
health awareness. The
launching ceremony, held
here at the Chinese embassy
was graced by distinguished
guests, including Speaker
National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq and Ambassa-
dor of China to Pakistan
Jiang Zaidong.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
commended the embassy’s
initiative, which he said,
would have a profound and
far-reaching impact on the
health of women.

He also mentioned the
generosity of the Chinese
government in donating a
solar system to the parlia-
ment and implementing
various other initiatives.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq also
expressed optimism about
the future of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC), anticipating a
surge in new projects and
collaborations.

In his remarks, he also
praised the visionary lead-
ership of President Xi
Jinping and acknowledged
China’s unwavering com-
mitment to strengthening
bilateral ties and fostering
sustainable development in
Pakistan. Ambassador
Jiang Zaidong said distribu-
tion of health kits would be
a pivotal step towards
achieving the goals of im-
proved health facilities.

He highlighted the
strengths of both Chinese
and Pakistani women and
acknowledged their vital
role in bolstering economic
stability. He reiterated
China’s commitment to in-
tensifying cooperation with
Pakistan, aligning with the
recent visit of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif to
China and his productive
meeting with the Chinese
leadership.

The Ambassador un-
derscored the significance
of agriculture exports in for-
tifying Pakistan’s economy
and highlighted various
projects under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC).

NEPRA says:
All power

companies,
K-electric
involved in
over billing

ISLAMABAD (INP):
NEPRA officials have sub-
mitted a report to the au-
thority detailing incidents of
overbilling from April to
June 2024, implicating all
distribution companies, in-
cluding K-Electric.

The report reveals
that all distribution compa-
nies, including K-Electric,
were involved in overbill-
ing consumers. In response,
the authority has demanded
explanations from these
companies and decided to
issue directives to address
the issue.

According to
NEPRA’s instructions, bills
charged on an estimated
basis due to lower-than-
scheduled readings from
April 2024 to June 2024
will be adjusted to reflect
actual recorded units. Con-
sumers unable to pay bills
based on estimated readings
will not incur late payment
surcharges, and those who
have paid such surcharges
will receive adjustments.

Qaiser asks
opposition for

addressing
challenges
mutually

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh Wednesday has
made a heartfelt appeal to
the opposition parties to
join hands with the govern-
ment and work towards
healing the nation’s deep-
seated wounds.

Talking to a Private
news channel, he stressed
that the government is will-
ing to listen to the
opposition’s ideas and
work together to find solu-
tions that benefit the
people, adding, in the lead-
ership of Mian Shahbaz
Sharif, the government is
fully determined to bring
betterment in the economy
of the country and we are
working day and night to
achieve our target goals.

Raja Shah
Baz takes

oath as CEC
of GB

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Judge of Gilgit
Baltistan Supreme Appel-
late Court Hon. Justice
Sardar Muhammad Shamim
Khan administered the oath
of newly appointed Chief
Election Commissioner
Gilgit Baltistan Judge (R )
Raja Shah Baz Khan (T.st)
here at Gilgit Baltistan
Council. The oath taking
ceremony took place here
at Gilgit-Baltistan Council
Secretariat was attended by
distinguished guests.


