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Agreements with friendly
nations to be implemented
soon: Governor Sindh

Independent Report
KARACHI: Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori
has announced that agree-
ments with friendly nations
will soon be implemented,
expressing confidence that
Pakistan will also exit the
IMF program shortly. He
reassured the nation, stat-
ing, “There is no need to
panic; better days are com-
ing, and Pakistan will soon
overcome its economic cri-
sis.”

Governor  Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori
shared these views while
speaking to the media after
his visit to Indus Motor
Company. During the visit,
he inspected the
company’s plants, manu-
facturing processes, and
various departments. He
emphasized the urgent need
for a 20-year industrial
policy, noting that such a
plan is essential for sus-
tained industrial growth.

In response to a ques-
tion, Governor

Sindh

Kamran Khan Tessori sug-
gested that transitioning to
solar and Thar coal energy
could significantly alleviate
the country’s electricity
problems. He mentioned
that he has written to the
federal government and the
Chief Minister of Sindh,
requesting a special electric-
ity package for the public.

He praised the dedica-
tion and hard work of Indus
Motor Company, high-
lighting their provision of
technical assistance to 35
international companies as
a commendable achieve-
ment. He also lauded the
company’s initiatives in
education, health, and road
safety, acknowledging the
significant contributions of
all those involved in the in-
dustrial sector.

Upon his arrival at
Indus Motor Company,
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori received a
warm welcome from the
company’s Chief Executive
Officer and staff.

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari chairs a video link meet-
ing of the irrigation departments of Sindh and
Balochistan, held at Bilawal House in Karachi.

Sharjeel Inam takes a
swipe at Punjab govt’s
power subsidy plan

KARACHI (INP): PPP
leader and Sindh Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon expressing disap-
pointment over the state-
ments of Punjab chief min-
ister, said that PML-N led
government in Center was
increasing power prices
while PML-N government
in Punjab was giving sub-
sidy in Punjab for two
month.

Addressing a press
conference in Karachi,
Sharjeel Memon asked the
Punjab government to tell
the nation what next after
two months. PPP leader
said country was getting get
cheap electricity from
Tharparkar coal, from
where the power is going
to national grid.

He said, “The federal
government increased elec-
tricity rates all over Paki-
stan and you made electric-

ity cheap only in Punjab”.

He said that the
younger brother (PM
Shehbaz Sharif) increased
the electricity bills across
the country and the elder
brother (Nawaz Sharif) an-
nounced relief for 2 months
only in Punjab. He ques-
tioned what will happen in
the third month?

Sharjeel Memon said
visionary leadership gives
long-term planning as a
leader has vision, mind, in-
tellect and understanding.
He said Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto had a vision and
Prsident Zardari was work-
ing on her vision.

He said Sindh govern-
ment was working on such
a project that the whole of
Pakistan will get cheap elec-
tricity. He said the govern-
ment can export Thar coal
for more than two hundred
years.
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port and Mass Transit, Excise Taxation and Narcotics
Control, Sharjeel Inam Memon addresses to media
persons during press conference, held in Karachi.

Ayaz Sadiq meets President
of Belarus, reaffirms
strengthening of ties

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Tuesday said that both Pa-
kistan and Belarus enjoy
cordial ties based upon
shared interests. He ex-
pressed resolve to further
strengthen ties between
both nations.

The Speaker said,
“Pakistan has a vast poten-
tial of investment in the
energy, trade and agriculture
sectors”.

He expressed these
views during his meeting
with the President of the
Republic of Belarus Mr.
Alexander Lukashenko in
Minsk, Belarus,Said a press
release was issued here.

The Speaker said that

Pakistan-Belarus bilateral
relations are characterized
by mutual respect and
trust. He underscored that
Pakistan-Belarus ties
would further expand by
collaboration in economic,
industrial, and agriculture
sectors.

Furthermore ,he em-
phasized to deepen parlia-
mentary contacts between
both nations.

The President of
Belarus Mr. Alexander
Lukashenko stated that
Belarus attaches great im-
portance to its close ties
with Pakistan.

He also expressed the
desire to further expand bi-
lateral cooperation with
Pakistan.
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Instead of politicking, provinces should
copy Punjab’s electricity bills’ relief: PM

Federal Cabinet greenlights skills development initiative for enhanced training

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday said
that instead of politicking,
the provincial govern-
ments should follow the
Punjab government’s
course of providing relief
to electricity consumers,
scraping a chunk from the
trillions of rupees trans-
ferred to them under the
National Finance Com-
mission.

The prime minister,
chairing the meeting of the
federal cabinet, said that
the Punjab government
had spared Rs 45 billion
out of its own develop-
ment budget to provide
Rs14 per unit relief to the
electricity consumers
utilising 200 to 500 units
for a two-month period.

“This is the right of
the people. The federal
government has zero con-
tribution to this relief
package... Other prov-
inces should also do the
same. If the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government

wants to give such relief
to the people, we will be
happy. But politicking
should be avoided and
facts should not be dis-
torted,” the prime minis-
ter commented.

Rubbishing the criti-
cism by a KP government
representative alleging
any discrimination by the
federal government, he ex-
plained that the federal
government had nothing to
do with that package.

He told the cabinet
members that almost 60%
of the NFC funds went to
the provinces. The federal
government had to face im-
mense challenges in the
form of the payment of
loans and interests on for-
eign-funded projects that
benefited the whole of the
country.He told the meet-
ing that the federal govern-
ment had also allocated
Rs50 billion to provide a
three-month relief to do-
mestic consumers using
up to 200 units of elec-
tricity which constituted

Bilawal felicitates
scientists, engineers
on successful test

of Shaheen-II missile
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Tuesday felicitated the sci-
entists and engineers on the
successful test of the
Shaheen-II ballistic missile.

According to a press
release issued here by the
party secretariat, Bilawal
Bhutto said “Our missile
technology reflects the ex-
pertise and dedication of
our scientists and engi-
neers.”

Chief PPP said that
the successful test of
Shaheen-II is a message of
fear for Pakistan’s enemies.

“It is a matter of pride
that this missile technology
is a gift to the homeland
from my mother,” Bilawal
Bhutto added.

Governor KP
attends 281st
Urs of Shah
Abdul Latif

Bhittai

Independent Report
BHIT SHAH: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi at-
tended the 281st Urs of
Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai in
Hyderabad/Bhit Shah. He
paid homage to the Sufi
saint and emphasized the
importance of promoting
love, brotherhood, and
peace.

Governor Kundi said
that Sindh is the land that
has given the message of
peace to the world. He
added that Shah Abdul Latif
Bhitai is a Sufi saint who
has spread the message of
love and brotherhood glo-
bally.

He emphasized that
such gatherings promote
peace and harmony in the
country. The Governor laid
floral wreaths at the shrine,
offered special prayers for
national security and devel-
opment, and listened to the
traditional raag at the
shrine.

Speaking to media rep-
resentatives, Governor
Kundi mentioned that he
had also organized a con-
ference at the Governor’s
House in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on August 13
to discuss the personalities
of Khushal Khan Khattak
and Allama Igbal.
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BHIT SHAH: Governor Sindh, Kamran Tessori
laying floral wreath on the grave of Shah Abdul

Latif Bhittai during 281st Annual Urs of Hazrat
Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai festival held in Bhit Shah.

around 86% of the total
domestic consumers.

Besides, he said, in
partnership with the
Balochistan government,
28,000 tube wells would
be solarised in the prov-
ince costing Rs 70 billion,
out of which Rs55 billion
would be borne by the fed-
eral government. This
would benefit 28,000
farmers besides addressing
the issue of power theft,
he added.

The prime minister
said that the federal gov-
ernment, in consultation
with the provincial gov-
ernments, was working on
long-term measures to
stabilise the economy and
boost the country’s trade
and exports.

He said the federal
government would take all
such measures after tak-
ing the IMF on board, un-
like the PTI’s “irrational”
step of violating the agree-
ment which had taken the
country to the brink of
default.

Highlighting the out-
come of the government’s
economic policies, Prime
Minister Shehbaz told the
meeting that inflation was
reduced from 38% to
11.5% but more efforts
were yet needed to im-
prove the situation further.
He also emphasised the ef-
forts to meet the revenue
target of Rs13.5 trillion
and overcome the losses of
the power sector.

The prime minister
drew the cabinet’s attention
to the deaths and destruc-
tion caused by the heavy
rains and consequent flash
floods in parts of the coun-
try and lauded the efforts
of the National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), in collaboration
with the provinces and
PDMAs. The cabinet also
offered Fateha for the
people who lost their lives
in the rain and flood-related
incidents and also the sol-
diers who sacrificed their
lives in different incidents
of terrorism.
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Three BLA terrorists involved
in killing of DC Panjgur
killed in Mastung IBO

President, PM laud security
forces for eliminating killers

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
security forces on Tuesday
killed three Baloch Libera-
tion Army (BLA) terrorists
and killed as many during
an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) conducted on the
night of August 18th and
19th in Mastung District.

During conduct of the
operation, after an intense
fire exchange, the three BLA
terrorists were killed while
three of them got injured,
an Inter Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) news release
said. These terrorists were
involved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in the area
and were also responsible
for shahadat (martyrdom)
of Deputy Commissioner
of Panjgur, Zakir Ali, on
August 12th.

“Today’s operation
has avenged the heinous act
and has brought the perpe-
trators to justice. Security
forces of Pakistan in step
with the Nation, remain
determined to thwart at-
tempts at sabotaging peace,

stability and progress of
Balochistan,” the ISPR said.

Meanwhile President
Asif Ali Zardari on Tues-
day paid tribute to the se-
curity forces for carrying
out a successful intelli-
gence-based operation in
Mastung to eliminate the
killers of Deputy Commis-
sioner of Panjgur Zakir Ali.

The president appre-
ciated the professional ex-
pertise of the Pakistan
Army for carrying out an
effective anti-terror opera-
tion. The actions against
terrorism will continue till
the complete elimination of
the scourge, he remarked.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday
lauded the security forces
for eliminating the terrorists
involved in the martyrdom
of Deputy Commissioner
of Panjgur Zakir Ali.

“The elements in-
volved in spreading terror-
ism in the country should
learn a lesson from the fate
of the killers of Panjgur DC.

g,

munications.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatization,
Board of Investment and Communications, Abdul
Aleem Khan while speaking at the meeting of the
National Assembly’s Standing Committee on Com-
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Governor Sindh
inaugurates Urs
of Shah Abdul
Latif Bhittai

KARACHI: Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori
inaugurated the Urs of
Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif
Bhittai. During the cer-
emony, the Governor laid a
floral wreath at the shrine
and offered special prayers
for the prosperity and se-
curity of the nation.
While speaking to the
media afterward, Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori
emphasized the importance
of Sindh, describing it as the
land of great Sufi saints and
scholars who spread mes-
sages of peace, love, and
brotherhood. He high-
lighted Sindh’s significant
contribution to the
country’s economy, noting
that the province currently
accounts for 90% of the
national economy. How-
ever, he expressed concern
over the lack of basic facili-
ties in the province.
Addressing a question,
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori acknowledged
the challenges faced by the
people of Sindh, particu-
larly after the recent floods.

New airport
guidelines issued
to combat

Monkeypox virus

KARACHI (INP): New
preventive measures have
been introduced at airports
to curb the spread of
monkeypox. The revised
guidelines mandate strict
adherence to Standard Op-
erating Procedures (SOPs)
by civil aviation authorities,
airlines, and ground han-
dling companies.

Under the new direc-
tives, the Border Health
Services Department will
enforce passenger screening
and isolation protocols at
airports. Additionally, all
flight crews arriving from
abroad will undergo manda-
tory health screenings.

The guidelines stipu-
late that the Airport Secu-
rity Force (ASF) will secure
isolation areas at airports,
while the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA) will
ensure that foreign nation-
als do not receive on-arrival
visas without health clear-
ance. FIA will also be re-
sponsible for providing
passenger information to
health authorities.

CM Murad reacts to
Punjab govt’s ‘bizarre’
power relief package

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Chief Minister (CM) Syed
Murad Ali Shah reacted to
the Punjab government’s
decision to reduce electric-
ity tariff for two months,
terming it a ‘bizarre’ an-
nouncement.

Addressing a cer-
emony in Karachi, CM
Murad Ali Shah said that
such ‘strange’ announce-
ments put them in a quan-
dary. “We (Sindh govern-
ment) find it difficult how
to respond to these foolish
statements. But I don’t
want to go into politics” he
added.

The chief minister
wondered how people find
time to appear on TV.

“My party chairman
and Sindh information min-
ister often get unhappy
with me as I don’t appear
on television to project the
works being done in the
province,” CM Murad Ali
Shah added.

The chief minister
asked if speaks on TV all
the time, when would he
get the time to work.

Earlier, Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab also responded to
the Punjab government’s
decision and said that there
is a need for long-term re-
lief measures for the people.

“When we (PPP’s
Sindh government) think of
relief, we also think of many
options. What will happen
after two months of relief
to the people of Punjab?”
he asked

Barrister Murtaza
Wahab also criticised the
Punjab government’s ap-
proach, saying that rulers
should make long-term de-
cisions, not ‘short-term’.

On Friday, former
Prime Minister and PML-
N supremo Nawaz Sharif
has announced a major re-
lief for electricity consum-
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ers in Punjab.

RKANA: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali

Shah being briefed by Secretary Irrigation Depart-
ment of Sindh during his visits to Moria Loop Bund

in Larkana.

Pakistan, Netherlands strengthen
ties with focus on human
trafficking, cricket cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior Mohsin Naqvi wel-
comed the Ambassador of
the Netherlands, Henny de
Vries, on Tuesday at the
Ministry of Interior to dis-
cuss issues of mutual inter-
est.

The meeting focused
on enhancing bilateral coop-
eration across various sec-
tors, with a special empha-
sis on combating human
trafficking and strengthen-
ing cricket ties between the
two nations.

Naqvi emphasized
Pakistan’s commitment to
deepening relations with
the Netherlands, particu-
larly in areas such as hu-
man trafficking prevention,
where he highlighted the
importance of collective in-
ternational action.

“Human smugglers
are a powerful mafia, and
no country can tackle them
alone,” Naqvi remarked.
The discussion also cov-
ered the upcoming visit of
an Italian team to Pakistan,
aimed at furthering these
collaborative efforts.

Additionally, both
sides agreed on the need to

bolster support for Afghan
refugees, with Pakistan re-
iterating its long-standing
commitment to hosting dis-
placed populations.

The conversation also
extended to the realm of
sports, where plans to pro-
mote cricket between the
two countries were dis-
cussed.

Ambassador de Vries
congratulated Minister
Naqvi on his nomination
for the presidency of the
Asian Cricket Council and
underscored the importance
of sports diplomacy. He
expressed hope that closer
cricket ties would provide
the Netherlands team with
valuable learning opportu-
nities from Pakistan’s expe-
rience.

The meeting con-
cluded on a positive note,
with both sides agreeing to
further enhance cooperation
in various fields, reinforcing
the strong and growing rela-
tionship between Pakistan
and the Netherlands. Federal
Interior Secretary Khurram
Ali Agha and Additional
Home Secretary Rifat
Mukhtar Raja were also
present at the meeting.

L LT

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan conducted successful
training launch of surface to surface ballistic mis-

sile Shaheen-II.

Pakistan conducts successful
training launch of surface to
surface ballistic missile Shaheen-11

RAWALPINDI (APP): Pa-
kistan on Tuesday con-
ducted successful training
launch of surface-to-sur-
face ballistic missile
Shaheen-II.

The training launch
was aimed at training of
troops, validating various
technical parameters and
performance evaluation of
different sub-systems in-
corporated for improved
accuracy and enhanced sur-
vivability, an Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

“Today’s training
launch was witnessed by
senior officers from Strate-

gic Plans Division, Army
Strategic Forces Command,
scientists and engineers of
strategic organizations,” it
said.

Director General
Strategic Plans Division
appreciated the technical
prowess, dedication and
commitment of scientists
who contributed towards
this landmark achieve-
ment.

President, Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee and Services Chiefs
congratulated the scientists
and engineers on this
achievement.
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Digital doublespeak

The state minister for IT continues to waffle. On
Sunday, Shaza Fatima Khawaja was back on TV
screens, categorically denying her government’s
responsibility for the anaemic internet speeds be-
ing experienced by millions of users across the

country.

The frequent, unannounced degradations in
internet connectivity, widely suspected to be a
consequence of the opaque firewall technology
being secretively implemented by the state, was,
in fact, due to more people using VPNs to access
the internet, the minister claimed.

“I can say under oath that the government
neither shut down nor slowed down the internet,”
Ms Khawaja insisted. Claiming that the issue has
now been resolved, the minister then said a meet-
ing had been set up with the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority this week to “ensure that users
in the country do not face similar problems again”.
But if the issue was simply more people using
VPNs, why was there a need to get the PTA in-

volved?

It is precisely because of this opacity around
the new system that is being rolled out that the
masses have remained deeply suspicious of the
government’s words and actions. Despite the sig-
nificant disruptions that have already been caused,
there is still very little that is known about what
exactly the authorities are hoping to achieve, what
the timeline for its rollout will be, and what ordi-
nary users can expect once the new ‘web manage-
ment’ system has been implemented in full.

Consider X, which has remained inaccessible
in Pakistan for the better part of this year despite
no good reason being provided by the authorities.
In fact, the government itself does not seem to
believe in the ban on X, as everyone from the prime
minister to state ministries has apparently been
using VPNs to continue to access and post on the
platform. When the state itself has double stan-
dards about these restrictions, how does it expect
the people to respect them?

This is the main reason why VPNs have sud-
denly become so mainstream. Once the purview of
those attempting to bypass censorship or access
morally repugnant services, they are now being
adopted by ordinary users as well. Now, even those
who simply want to share a multimedia message
on WhatsApp or would like to find out what the
world is talking about on popular social media plat-
forms must use a VPN to tunnel through to the
global internet. Therefore, while the government
may blame VPNs for slowing down the internet, it
should acknowledge that its own policies have
pushed people down this path. The people de-
serve more than clueless representatives
gaslighting them for suffering poor internet con-
nectivity. At the very least, there needs to be much
greater transparency about what is being done to
the internet, especially since it is being done with-

out the public’s input.

Street protests

Dr Niaz Murtaza

The amazing ease with
which street protests in
Bangladesh and earlier
Sri Lanka toppled hated
regimes has left many
Pakistanis envious as to
why we can’t do the
same. But we were per-
haps the first regional
state to do so twice —
angry protests in 1969,
oddly most intense in the
very cities that gained
most from his elitist
progress, toppled Ayub
Khan’s regime and in
1977  Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto’s. Protests weak-
ened Ziaul Haq and
Pervez Musharraf to
cause their fall later.

The Carnegie Glo-
bal Protest Tracker lists
over 700 street protests
in 147 states since 2017.
Street protests now rival
armed struggles as the
main way of opposing
and toppling regimes.
These global and our
own events raise the is-
sue of what street pro-
tests achieve. Nearly
two-thirds of the 700-
plus protests led to no
policy or regime change;
about half lasted a week
or less and attracted less
than 10,000 people.
Those that led to some
policy changes were
usually spearheaded by
organised entities with a
clear agenda. Spontane-
ous protests led by
unorganised  groups
fizzle out, without lasting
change.

Less than 10
toppled regimes — and
the media labels them as
revolution. But the
iconic revolutions in
Russia, France and
China had three out-
comes: people’s power
(armed or street) toppled
long-ruling, autocratic
regimes; more crucially
there was a change in the
political or economic
ideological system from
an elitist to a pro-masses
one, for example, from
capitalism to communism
or monarchy to one-
party rule/ democracy;
the old order of the army
underpinning autocracy

too collapsed.

However, even
those street protests that
topple regimes usually
don’t lead to the other
two outcomes. Iran’s
revolution didn’t lead to
a pro-masses system.
Some states, such as
those that witnessed the
Arab Spring, fell into
chaos (Libya and
Yemen) while Egypt
soon reverted to autoc-
racy. Thus, street pro-
tests can at best topple
autocrats but don’t en-
sure good governance.
That only emerges if
those leading the pro-
tests can convert them-
selves into sustainable
social or political move-
ments with strong egali-
tarian agendas and man-
agement capacities.
Revolutions or protests
may act as the sledge-
hammer that breaks the
mighty rock of autoc-
racy. But to craft the rock
pieces into refined good
governance structures,
societies need the chis-
els of social movements.

This will also be the
challenge for students in
Bangladesh, which had
sustained economic sta-
bility and growth but not
equity under Hasina
Wajed. Do they have a
clear agenda to do bet-
ter than her? It is instruc-
tive to note that they ini-
tially started with the
single-point agenda of
job quotas, which
Hasina had scrapped but
the courts reinstated. So,
in starting to protest,
they oddly had little fo-
cus on her autocratic ac-
tions, including rigging
in polls and a crackdown
on the media and oppo-
sition. Gradually, they
expanded their agenda
but their future vision is
still unclear.

So, while Hasina
met her rightful end, the
country faces future
risks. The Awami League
was the centre-left
grassroots party, which
became autocratic over
time while Khaleda Zia’s
party is a right-wing en-
tity sans a grassroots
presence and was cre-

ated by an army general.
With the Awami League
in disarray, more right-
wing politics could
surge, unless the stu-
dents quickly provide a
liberal alternative, which
is a tough ask.

Why do street pro-
tests no longer emerge to
topple our inept regimes
even though they are
worse than the
Bangladeshi and Sri
Lankan ones? There are
many reasons. The ear-
lier toppling of multiple
autocrats via protests
didn’t deliver able rule.
So, there is fatigue and
dejection. Also, the state
crushes prog-r-essive
social movem-ents and
encourages reactionary
ideas and groups that
divert fo--cus from egali-
tarian ideas. Finally,
there is the veiled and
evo-lving nature of our
autocracy which
doesn’t let anger build
against one regime or
face. Our civilians last
four to five years; even
the real establishment
autocrats retire after
three to six years at the
top. This allows them to
pin blame on past vil-
lains. So, the case
against retired Lt-Gen
Faiz Hameed is being de-
picted as a one-off, while
the reality is that he had
the backing of top indi-
viduals.

Such autocracy is
the root cause of our key
problems. But one-off
street protests will not
help demolish such
shadowy, shifting au-
tocracy. We need
strong and sustained
social movements that
use protests as just one
tool. The rise of the
Baloch Yakjehti Commit-
tee under the brave lead
of Mahrang Baloch is
progress in this regard
as it has emerged from
and addresses the sur-
vival issues of most
marginalised groups.
Similar grassroots
groups in other regions
coordinating with each
other are our best hope
for egalitarian rule. --
Courtesy Dawn

The Taliban concern

Touqir Hussain

Regardless of who has
ruled Afghanistan, it has
always been a problem
neighbour. The Pakistani
establishment may have
thought the problem
would be solved with the
Afghan Taliban’s return
to power but it has wors-
ened. Afghanistan has
become both a critical
foreign policy challenge
and a serious domestic
policy concern.

There are many is-
sues  between the
Taliban’s Afghanistan
and Pakistan but the
main point of contention
is Kabul’s harbouring of
the TTP, whose acts of
terrorism against Chinese
nationals and projects
are hurting Pakistan’s
most important relation-
ship. Their alleged nexus
with Baloch insurgents
and extremist groups in
former Fata threaten
Pakistan’s internal secu-
rity and its already fragile
development prospects.

Diplomacy, eco-
nomic pressure, military
action, and threats of iso-
lation have not moved
the Taliban to act against
the TTP. Their advice to
Pakistan to talk to the
TTP is an attempt to de-
flect pressure from them-
selves. They know from
their own experience that
such groups do not be-
lieve in talks, unless held
on their terms.

There are complex
reasons for their lack of
action. There are ideo-
logical links betwe--en
the Taliban and TTP as
well as historical reasons.
Even during the Raj, Af-
ghanistan offered protec-
tion to any Pakhtun flee-
ing Pakhtun-majority ar-
eas in the subcontinent.

The Taliban lack
both the political will and
capacity to act against
the TTP. They are wor-
ried about domestic
threats and fissures
within their own ranks.
The TTP reportedly en-
joy strategic affinity with
the Islamic  State-
Khorasan and could
merge with it if threatened

by the Taliban, taking
disaffected Taliban mem-
bers with them.

The Taliban may
even benefit from the
TTP’s presence in Af-
ghanistan. They treat
them and other militant
groups operating from
Afghan soil as allies to
meet potential external
aggression and obtain
concessions — recogni-
tion, commercial ties, etc
— from regional coun-
tries. The group is the
Talib-an’s leverage
against Pakistan and
Washington.

Did our security es-
tablishment miss some-
thing? They failed to see
how much Afghanistan,
and indeed Pakistan,
changed — following the
overthrow of the monar-
chy in 1973 — because
of the Soviet invasion,
America’s two Afghan
wars and the war on ter-
rorism, and Pakistan’s
strategic ambitions. And
how Pakistan’s jihadist
currents mingled with the
militant groups and
transnational terrorist
networks produced by
these wars and the glo-
bal Islamist revival. All
this led to the creation of
the Taliban who, in time,
became the flagship of
the extremist network in
the region.

As an insurgent
group, the Taliban’ s de-
pendency on Pakistan
gave Islamabad false
hope that they would re-
main compliant even as a
government. It may have
worked the first time but
Pakistan incurred
reputational and diplo-
matic damage for ques-
tionable benefits. Much
has changed since.

The Afghanistan of
2021 was not the same as
when the Taliban first
came to power. The
Taliban have greater in-
ternal challenges now
and more international
acceptance, and thus
different priorities. Nor is
it the same Pakistan,
which is struggling on
multiple fronts. This has
necessitated a different
approach by the Taliban

towards Pakistan and
the region. Thanks to
their shrewd diplomacy,
countries, including In-
dia and Iran who op-
posed the Taliban the
first time, have been anx-
ious to connect with
them this time. The
Taliban have been suc-
cessfully cultivating a
network of allies includ-
ing China.

The Taliban won’t
act against the TTP.
Pakis-tan itself will have
to do it. Kinetic measures
are necessary but not
enough. They should be
an adjunct to political ac-
tion that must be taken
to add-ress the
grievan-ces of disaf-
fected groups among the
Pakhtun and Bal-och
communities. The TTP
needs to be politically
isolated from these com-
munities, which can only
be done by addressing
their grievances via in-
creased socioeconomic
opportunities, reduced
political marginalisation,
and better governance.

Pakistan’s body
politic has been hol-
lowed out by decades of
authoritarian rule and
deformed democracy,
leading to a weakened
institutional architec-
ture. With institutions
crumbling, the rule of law
and social stability have
been degraded and are
preyed upon by extrem-
ist forces. But the state
is lacking in political will,
moral authority, and ef-
fective instruments of
law and order, resulting
in the strengthening of
the extremist infrastruc-
ture.

A weakened Paki-
stan will enhance the
Taliban’s leverage by ex-
posing the country to in-
stability and extremist
influences. Pakistan’s
struggle  with  the
Taliban’s Afghanistan
must begin at home. Pa-
kistan has been fighting
terrorism but not the
groups or extremist so-
cietal attitudes that in-

spire it. That must
change. -- Courtesy
Dawn

Commerce News

IFAD strengthens
partnership with Pakistan
for food security

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The International Fund for
Agricultural Development
(IFAD) is reaffirming its
commitment to collaborate
with Pakistan in reducing
rural poverty and improv-
ing food security.

This comes as the
country faces ongoing chal-
lenges from climate change,
impacting its agricultural
sector, said in IFAD press
release issued here.

The International
Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD) is deter-
mined to continue its part-
nership with Pakistan, fo-

cusing on reducing rural
poverty and enhancing food
security.

Fernanda Thomaz Da
Rocha, IFAD’s new coun-
try director for Pakistan,
highlighted this commit-
ment during her recent in-
troduction to Pakistan’s
Foreign Secretary, Ambas-
sador Muhammad Syrus
Sajjad Qazi.

Da Rocha emphasized
that the collaboration be-
tween [FAD and Pakistan
has been strong for over 40
years, with both parties
working together on inclu-
sive rural development.

HYDERABAD Members of AnJuman e-Tajran
Chicken Market are holding protest demonstra-
tion for acceptance of their demands, at Tower Mar-
ket in Hyderabad.

LCCI, UPTIB sign
MoU to boost
economic cooperation

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and the
UK-Pakistan Trade & In-
vestment Board (UPTIB)
have officially signed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) to
strengthen economic ties be-
tween the business commu-
nities of Pakistan and the
United Kingdom. The
agreement marks a signifi-
cant step towards enhanc-
ing trade, investment, and
economic collaboration be-
tween the two countries.

The MoU was signed
by LCCI President Kashif
Anwar and CEO-Pakistan
of UPTIB Tajammel
Hussain at the LCCI pre-
mises in Lahore.

In his address, Kashif
Anwar expressed his opti-
mism about the partnership,

stating, “This MoU is a sig-
nificant milestone in our
efforts to enhance bilateral
trade relations with the
United Kingdom. By facili-
tating mutual economic co-
operation, we are opening
doors for business commu-
nities to explore new op-
portunities and strengthen
existing ties. The Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry is committed to
support our members in
every possible way to
achieve sustainable eco-
nomic growth.”

The partnership aims
to foster mutual economic
cooperation, promote busi-
ness opportunities and fa-
cilitate trade in goods and
services among the mem-
bers of both organizations.
Under the terms of the
agreement.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan meets with the Sectoral Counc1l
urging comprehensive reforms to boost Pakistan’s Gems and Jewelry industry.

Commerce minister emphasizes
reform, growth in Pakistan’s
gems, Jewelry Sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan on
Tuesday emphasized on
reform and growth in
Pakistan’s gems and jewelry
Sector for sustainable
growth in country’s
economy.

Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to revitalizing Pakistan’s
gems and jewelry industry
during a key meeting with

the Sectoral Council for
Gems and Jewelry, said a
press release issued here.

The meeting, which
gathered virtually, senior
officials from the public
and private sectors, fo-
cused on enhancing the
sector’s export potential
and aligning with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
vision to make this billion-
dollar industry a corner-
stone of Pakistan’s
economy.

Minister Jam Kamal

highlighted the Prime
Minister’s active engage-
ment with the sector, not-
ing that PM Shehbaz Sharif
has personally convened
three to four meetings over
the past few months to ad-
dress the industry’s chal-
lenges and opportunities.
The Minister under-
scored the government’s
dedication to this sector,
emphasizing that the
policy-making process
must be driven by input
from private sector stake-

holders to ensure its suc-
cess.

During the meeting,
the Chairman of the Coun-
cil, Salman Hanif, pin-
pointed regulatory barriers,
particularly amendments to
SRO 760, as critical hurdles
impeding the industry’s
growth.

Hanif argued for the
regularization of the sector
to unlock its full potential.
He stressed that without
addressing these regulatory
challenges.

ICCI President
presents Rs1 m

cheque to
Arshad Nadeem

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari on Tuesday
presented a cheque of Rs1
million to Arshad Nadeem,
Pakistan’s javelin superstar.

Addressing the cer-
emony held at ICCI on
Tuesday, Arshad Nadeem
attributed his success to
hard work and dedication,
stating that there was a long
journey behind his achieve-
ment.

He vowed to maintain
his performance in upcom-
ing events.

SCCI chief inaugurates Facilitation
Desk for provision of grant to SMEs

PESHAWAR (APP):Fuad
Ishaq, president of the
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry on
Tuesday inaugurated a Fa-
cilitation Desk for provi-
sion of a grant to small and
medium scale businesses
and industries announced
by International Organiza-
tion of Migration.

The initiative aims to
facilitate business commu-
nity regarding availing of a
cash grant of International
Organization of Migration
(IOM) for Small and Me-
dium Enterprises (SMEs),
said in a statement here.

It is mentioned here

that the International Orga-
nization for Migration
(IOM), a UN body, has
announced a cash grant for
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) through
their Enterprise Develop-
ment Fund (EDF).

This grant is for busi-
ness expansion, boosting
productivity and especially
creating jobs.

President of the
WCCI Peshawar Azra
Jamshed, members, women
entrepreneurs, members of
the business community
and others were present on
the occasion.

Fuad Ishaq, President

SCCl in his remarks on the
occasion appreciated the
IOM and asked small scale
businesses and industries to
take full benefit from this
grant.

He said SCCI has al-
ways been on the front foot
for safeguarding interests
of small and medium enter-
prises and will keep on sup-
porting this important sec-
tor of the economy.

The chamber presi-
dent said federal and pro-
vincial governments take
pragmatic steps for ease of
doing business and provi-
sion of interest-free loans
to the business community.

Ignite — NICAT Pakistan
hosts Asia-Pacific’s first
Meta Llama Pitchathon

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
National Incubation Center
for Aerospace Technologies
(NICAT), in partnership
with Meta, the Ministry of
IT & Telecommunication,
and Ignite National Technol-
ogy Fund, hosted the first-
ever Meta Llama Pitchathon
in the Asia-Pacific region.
This groundbreaking
event highlighted the tre-
mendous potential of arti-
ficial intelligence (AI) by
applying Meta’s cutting-
edge Llama 2 and Llama 3
models, said a news release.
On the occasion, Min-
ister of State for IT & Tele-
communication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja said,
“This Pitchathon is a tes-

tament to Pakistan’s grow-
ing capabilities in Al and
technological innovation.
The government is dedi-
cated to creating an environ-
ment that nurtures talent
and encourages the devel-
opment of cutting-edge so-
lutions that address both
local and global challenges.
Events like these are cru-
cial in our journey to posi-
tion Pakistan as a leader in
the global digital economy.”

The competition,
which opened on July 19,
2024, attracted 112 submis-
sions, out of which 7 teams
were shortlisted by the €27
and Meta officials to pitch
their ideas for the final
round on August 13, 2024.
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RAWALPINDI: Workers busy in making wooden
items on their workplace at Banni chowk area in
the city.

PR to outsource more
trains through transparent
bidding process

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
planned to outsource the
commercial management
of'additional trains to pri-
vate entities under a Pub-
lic-Private Partnership
(PPP) model through a
transparent and competi-
tive bidding process.

“The basic purpose
of outsourcing the trains
is to provide better facili-
ties to the passengers and
generate more revenue for
the department, official
sources in the Ministry of
Railways told APP.

The department ini-
tially invited tenders for
this outsourcing initiative,
but only three companies
participated, offering bids

below the benchmarked
amount, they added.

As aresult, they said
Pakistan Railways deemed
it unfeasible to proceed
with these firms under the
rules and regulations set
by the Public Procurement
Regulatory Authority
(PPRA). Consequently,
the department plans to
re-advertise the tenders
soon.

They said a commit-
tee within Pakistan Rail-
ways observed that the
bids submitted in the ini-
tial tender process were
lacking in both technical
and financial aspects,
which would have re-
sulted in a lack of com-
petitiveness.




Daily

A oice of Maaae

Ind dent

Wednesday August 21, 2024

National News

Page
03

KP gets first practicing
specialists in diagnosis
of Autism

PESHAWAR (APP):In a
commendable development,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa got
first practicing specialists in
diagnosis of Autism, a com-
plex neuro-developmental
disorder among children, reg-
istering constant surge in the
province during the last few
years. Ms. Rutaba Arif and
M. Kashif Khan both serv-
ing as Speech Language Pa-
thologist and Applied Be-
havior Analysis (ABA)
Therapist, respectively at
Center for Excellence for
Special Children with Au-
tism in Peshawar have
qualified as ‘Practicing
ADOS-2 Specialists’.
“The Autism Diagnos-
tic Observation Schedule-
Second Edition (ADOS-2) is
a standardized assessment
tool that helps in diagnoses
of autism spectrum disorders

(ASD) in children and
adults,” apprises Rutaba Arif.
Talking with APP,
Rutaba informed that Ados-
2 is designed to obtain in-
formation in the areas of
communication, reciprocal
social interactions, re-
stricted and repetitive be-
haviors associated with a
diagnosis of ASD. “It can
only be used by ados-2 cer-
tified clinicians,” she added.
Dueto lack of ADOS-2
Specialists in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, parents had to
take their children to
Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
Lahore for diagnosis of autism
that was very difficult exer-
cise due to physical stress and
financial burden as well.
After qualifying as
ADOS-2 Specialists, both
Rutaba and Kashif can pro-
vide diagnosis services to the

autism patients in Peshawar.
It merits an insertion that
Autism is an overlooked
neuro developmental disor-
der among children and is on
rise in the country with very
scanty cure options.

According to rough
estimates by experts in cur-
ing autism, there are around
500,000 number of artistic
children in Pakistan and
150,000 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. In most
parts of the country, autism
patients are in dire need of
treatment from qualified
therapists in diagnosis and
treatment. In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, there is an
institute in the name of
Center for Excellence for
Special Children with Au-
tism in Peshawar having the
capacity of providing reha-
bilitation.

Isolation Ward and PCR Lab
established at PHQ Hospital
Gilgit to tackle Monkeypox

GILGIT (APP):On the or-
ders of Secretary Health
Gilgit-Baltistan, Dildar
Malik, an isolation ward
and PCR lab have been es-
tablished at PHQ Hospital
Gilgit to tackle the ex-
pected cases of
monkeypox.

According to a state-
ment released by the
spokesperson of the Health
Department Gilgit-
Baltistan, Secretary Health
GB visited PHQ Hospital
Gilgit on Tuesday. On this
occasion, Secretary Health

said that such “monkeypox
isolation wards” are being
established in all RHQ hos-
pitals, Shaheed Syed
Rahman Hospital and
DHQ hospitals. The task
will be completed by tomor-
row evening.

Secretary Health said
that no stone will be left
unturned to prevent the
spread of monkeypox in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Screening centers will
also be established at air-
ports and bus stands in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

ANTF seizes
over 10 kg
drugs; arrests

a drug dealer

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting an
operation in Sialkot man-
aged to recover over 10 kg
drugs, weapons and ar-
rested a drug dealer, said an

ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Tues-
day.

He informed that in a
joint operation conducted
in Tehsil Daska, Sialkot by
ANF and Punjab Police,
10.2 kg drugs, two motor-
cycles and weapons were
recovered.

MULTAN: DG NADRA Major Tanveer, DG MDA Rana Saleem, DC Multan
Waseem Hamed Sindhu and ADC Finance Mubashir Rehman called on the
Chairman Senate Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani. Former member Provincial As-
sembly Dr. Javed Siddiqui is also present on this occasion.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken met in
Cairo on Tuesday to dis-
cuss ways to move forward
in negotiations on a
ceasefire in Gaza, the Egyp-
tian presidency said.

Sisi warned of the risk
of the Gaza war expanding
regionally in a way “diffi-
cult to imagine”.

“The ceasefire in Gaza
must be the beginning of
broader international recog-
nition of the Palestinian
state and the implementa-
tion of the two-state solu-
tion, as this is the basic
guarantor of stability in the
region,” he added.

Blinken was in Cairo
pushing for areas of pos-
sible progress on a Gaza
ceasefire and hostage re-
lease deal in talks planned
for later this week, with
major areas of dispute left
unresolved.

With the unabated
strikes by Israeli military
killing at least 40 more Pal-
estinians across the Gaza
Strip taking the death toll
to at least 40,139 and a Pal-
estinian group announcing
the resumption of bomb-
ings inside Israel after many
years, there are few signs
of conciliation on the
ground.

“In a very construc-
tive meeting with Prime
Minister Netanyahu today,
he confirmed to me that Is-
rael accepts the bridging
proposal — that he sup-
ports it,” Blinken told re-
porters in Tel Aviv.

“It’s now incumbent
on Hamas to do the same,
and then the parties, with
the help of the mediators
— the United States, Egypt
and Qatar — have to come
together and complete the
process of reaching clear
understandings about how
they’ll implement the com-
mitments that they’ve

('
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HYDERABAD: Governor KPK Faisal Karim Kundi lays floral wreath on the

shrine of Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai on the concluding day of 281th urs

celebrations.

Hearing of money laundering
case against Pervaiz Elahi
others adjourned till Sep 19

LAHORE (Online): Special
Central Court (SCC)
Lahore has adjourned till
September 19 hearing of
money laundering case
against Former Chief Min-
ister (CM) Punjab
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
and others.

Money laundering
case against Pervaiz Elahi
and others came up for hear-
ing in SCC Lahore Tuesday.

FIA filed challan in the
court against Pervaiz Elahi,
Moonis Elahi, Zara Elahi
and others. Under this
challan other 8 accused in-
cluding Moonis Elahi have
been declared proclaimed
offenders.

Pervaiz Elahi,Zarar
Elahi and other accused ap-

peared in the court and
signed the rolls.

Aamir Saeed Ran ad-
vocate appeared on behalf
of PTT leader in the court.

During the hearing of
the case, Pervaiz Elahi
while moving to the judge
said he is indisposed.

The court directed
him to sit in court room.

Counsel for former
CM Punjab said Zara Elahi
is burqa clad (veiled) lady.
Application for her perma-
nent exemption from atten-
dance has been filed. She
will come when indictment
is framed against her.

The court summoned
arguments from the respon-
dents on exemption plea of
Zara Elahi.

Federal govt dividing
people instead of
uniting them: Saif

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In-
formation Advisor Barris-
ter Saifon Tuesday blamed
the federal government for
dividing people instead of
uniting them.

He stated that KP was
producing the cheapest
electricity in Pakistan
which was being sold at ex-
orbitant prices from the fed-
eral government, adding
that people of KP were be-
ing deprived of any reliefin
power bills despite produc-
ing maximum electricity.

He blamed the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz president Nawaz
Sharif for announcing reduc-
tion in power bills by say-
ing that an MNA elected on
Form-47 can’t announce
lowering in rates of electric-
ity.

He criticised the gov-
ernment for selective devel-
opment in Punjab, implor-
ing that small provinces
needed the most share of all
development as they had
been left behind by large
spending in Punjab.

07 dead, 1397
injured in 1292
road traffic
crashes in
Punjab

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Emergency
Services Department (ESD)
responded to 1292 Road
Traffic Crashes (RTCs) in
all 37 districts of Punjab
during the last 24 hours. In
these RTCs, 07 people
died, whereas 1397 were
injured. Out of these, 585
people with serious injuries
were shifted to different
hospitals, while 812 vic-
tims with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by Rescue Medical
Teams thus reducing the
burden of Hospitals.

The majority (76%)
involved Motorbikes,
therefore effective enforce-
ment of traffic laws and lane
discipline are essential to
reduce the increasing num-
ber of road traffic crashes.

Furthermore, the
analysis showed those 764
drivers, 50 underage driv-
ers, 154 pedestrians, and
486 passengers were among
the victims of road traffic
crashes. The statistics
show that 261 RTCs were
reported in Lahore which
affected 282 persons plac-
ing the Provincial Capital at
top of the list followed by
Faisalabad 99 in with 104
victims and at third Multan
with 80 RTCs and 79 vic-
tims.

The details further re-
veal that 1404 victims were
affected by road traffic
crashes including 1152
males & 252 females.

International News

Egypt’s Sisi, Blinken discuss
ways to move forward in
Gaza ceasefire negotiations

made under this agreement.”

Despite US expres-
sions of optimism and
Netanyahu’s office describ-
ing the meeting as positive,
both Israel and Hamas have
signalled that any deal will
be difficult.

Hamas accused
Netanyahu of “thwarting
the mediators’ efforts” and
Turkiye said Hamas en-
voys had told it that US
officials were “painting an
overly optimistic picture”
despite their clear stance of
abiding by the earlier under-
standing and rejection of the
new conditions being set by
the US.

Ahead of talks in
Qatar last week, Hamas had
called on mediators, rather
than holding more negotia-
tions, to implement a
framework outlined in late
May by US President Joe
Biden. After the Doha
meeting, the US submitted
what mediators called a
“bridging proposal”.

India’s top court orders
medical safety task force
after doctor rape protests

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India’s Su-
preme Court on Tuesday
ordered a national task
force to examine how to
bolster security for
healthcare workers after
the “horrific” rape and
murder of a doctor
sparked medical strikes
and furious protests.

The discovery of the
31-year-old doctor’s
bloodied body at a state-
run hospital in the eastern
city of Kolkata on August
9 has stoked nationwide
anger at the chronic issue

of violence against
women.
Doctors’ associa-

tions from government-
run hospitals in many cit-
ies across India have
launched multiple strikes
that cut non-essential ser-
vices, with protests in

their second week.

Demonstrators
marched through Kolkata
on Tuesday, holding up
signs demanding “justice”,
while the country’s top
court issued orders in the
capital New Delhi.

“The brutality of the
sexual assault and the na-
ture of the crime have
shocked the conscience of
the nation,” the three-
judge bench said in its or-
der, calling the details
“horrific”.

Chief Justice D. Y.
Chandrachud read out the
order, which called for the
formation of a “national
task force” of top doctors
to prepare a plan to pre-
vent violence in healthcare
facilities and draw up an
“enforceable national pro-
tocol” for safe working
conditions.

Iran closes
centres linked
to Germany,

which summons

ambassador

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Iran’s judiciary
has closed two branches
of organisations linked
to Germany due to “ille-
gal activities and finan-
cial fraud”, the
judiciary’s Mizan news
agency said, in a move
protested by Berlin with
the summoning of the
Iranian ambassador.

Mizan published
pictures on Tuesday of
security forces remov-
ing the banner of the
German Language Insti-
tute of Tehran, which is
linked to the German
embassy.

“Additionally, there
have been reports of vio-
lations by other Ger-
many-affiliated centres
and investigations in this
matter are ongoing,”
Mizan added.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and Egypt’s Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty, in El-
Alamein, Egypt.

India, Japan agree to
bolster defence and
security ties

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India and
Japan agreed on Tuesday to
bolster defence and security
ties and backed a “common
strategic vision” of a free
and open Indo-Pacific - a
region where both countries
have troubled relations with
China.

Foreign and defence
ministers of both countries
held talks under the so-
called ‘India-Japan 2+2’
dialogue in New Delhi, the
third such bilateral engage-

ment in five years.

The ministers dis-
cussed progress on the
transfer of battleship com-
munication antennas and
related technology from Ja-
pan to India, according to a
joint statement.

The move would
mark Japan’s first export
of defence equipment and
technology transfer to
New Delhi under a 2015
pact, as Tokyo seeks to
strengthen its defence in-
dustry.

Fears for children’s
health as polio
re-emerges in Gaza

Monitoring Desk
DEIR EL BALAH: In
Gaza, a mother worries that
her month-old son,
Mohammed, could be in-
fected with polio after the
Palestinian health ministry
confirmed the first case in
the enclave on Friday, end-
ing a 25-year period in
which the strip was polio-
free. Just three days after
his birth, Ghada al
Ghandour’s son
Mohammed started devel-
oping skin rashes. “He had
skin rashes as if he was
burnt,” she said. A doctor
told her there were no

creams to treat her child.

She later brought him
to Al Agsa Martyrs Hospi-
tal in Deir el Balah in central
Gaza to seek a diagnosis and
treatment. The rash fueled
his mother’s fears that other
symptoms and diseases
could follow due to a lack of
hygiene and medical sup-
plies in Gaza after more than
10 months of conflict.

In a statement, the
Palestinian health ministry
confirmed the first case of
polio in the city of Deir el
Balah had been detected in
a 10-month-old baby who
had not been vaccinated.

Saudi King
Salman chairs
cabinet meeting,
state news
agency says
Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman bin Abdulaziz
chaired a cabinet meeting on
Tuesday, state media said,
for the first time since a
royal decree issued by him
onAug. 8 allowing the cabi-
net to convene in the ab-
sence of the king, crown

prince or both.

Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman
chaired the Aug. 13 cabinet
session. The 88-year-old
king of the world’s biggest
oil exporter, a major US ally
in the Middle East, received
medical care for lung in-
flammation in May.

Russia’s FSB
detains scientist
on suspicion of

treason

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia’s FSB
security service has de-
tained a scientist in Mos-
cow on suspicion of state
treason, the Interfax news
agency reported on Tues-
day.

The scientist allegedly
carried out distributed de-
nial-of-service (DDoS) at-
tacks on critical infrastruc-
ture on behalf of Ukrainian
security services, it quoted
the FSB as saying.

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Punjab
Food Authority (PFA) has
unearthed a counterfeit
ghee manufacturing unit on
Jaranwala Road and dis-
carded a huge quantity of
unwholesome food includ-
ing 4,800kg hazardous
ghee, 375kg caustic soda,
150 litre loose cooking oil
and 125kg bleaching pow-
der.

Meanwhile, the PFA
enforcement team also
seized 1,700 counterfeit
cartons of famous edible oil
brands, 775kg packing ma-
terial, four storage tanks and
a packing machine during a
raid.

This was informed by
PFA Director General
Muhammad Asim Javaid
while talking to the media
at PFA Headquarters. He
said that acting on the tip-
off, the PFA raided a unit

PFA unearths counterfeit
ghee unit, discards
4,800kg hazardous ghee.

and caught the adulteration
mafia red-handed while an
FIR has been registered
against the culprits in the
respective police station,
leading to the arrest of
people from the spot.

He said that ghee was
extracted from the filth and
fat of animals. He said that
germs-infested ghee was
stored in rusty tanks and
packed in the counterfeit
packaging of popular
brands to deceive custom-
ers.

He further said that
FBO had mentioned the
wrong addresses on the
labelling of ghee packag-
ing.

The food business op-
erator also failed to present
the necessary records to the
raiding team, such as an
agreement with a bio-diesel
or soap manufacturing
company, he said.

.

PESHAWAR: Members of Women Teachers Wel-
fare Association Hayatabad are holding protest dem-
onstration for their rights, outside KPK Assembly
in Peshawar.

A

RAWALPINDI (INP): A
photo exhibition, book
stall and documentary
show on independence
movement was organized
by Punjab Arts Council in
collaboration with
Nazariya Pakistan Trust
Lahore at Divisional Pub-
lic School Rawalpindi on
Tuesday.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner Headquar-
ters Rawalpindi, Ms.
Zonaira Aftab along with

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: An emo-
tional US President Joe
Biden passed the torch to
Democratic nominee Ka-
mala Harris with a hug on
Monday, saying he gave ev-
erything for his country in
a bittersweet farewell
speech at the party’s con-
vention in Chicago.

“America, America, |
gave my best to you,” the
81-year-old Biden said,
quoting a patriotic hymn
during a nearly hour-long
address that ran through his
achievements while urging
voters to back his vice
president against Donald
Trump in November.

Harris joined him on
stage after the speech and the
pair embraced, as the crowd
gave Biden a rapturous re-
ception following his stun-
ning decision less than a
month ago to drop out of the

Photo exhibition on
independence movement
organized at DPS

Deputy Director
Muhammad Shakoor was
the Chief Guest of the in-
augural ceremony.
Addressing the par-
ticipants of exhibition, Ms.
Zonaira Aftab said that it
was extremely important
for the younger generation
to thoroughly study the
history of Pakistan so that
they can understand how
this country was estab-
lished and who played a
key role in its creation.

Biden says ‘I gave my
best’ as he passes
torch to Harris

2024 White House race. Ina
remarkable turnaround, Har-
ris has reenergised the party
and wiped out Republican
rival Trump’s lead in the
polls, but Biden insisted that
he was not bitter about step-
pingaside. Instead, as he con-
templates the imminent end
of a five-decade political
career, he said that he had
done what he thought best
to ensure that his nemesis
Trump does not return to
the Oval Office.

“I love the job, but I
love my country more. |
love my country more,” said
Biden. “And all this talk
about how I’m angry at all
those people who said I
should step down — that’s
not true.” Both Biden and
Harris appeared to wipe
away a tear as the US leader
won a huge four-minute
ovation when he first took
to the stage.

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The Philippines
has agreed to a request by
the United States to tempo-
rarily hosta U.S. immigrant
visa processing center for a
limited number of Afghan
nationals aspiring to resettle
in America, the treaty allies
announced Tuesday. The
Philippine government’s
approval of the request,
which initially faced local
concerns over potential se-
curity and legal issues, re-
flects how relations between
Manila and Washington have
deepened under President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr., who
took office in 2022. The De-
partment of Foreign Affairs
in Manila said the agreement
was undergoing final domes-
tic procedures and needs to
be finally ratified by Marcos
before it takes effect. It did
not provide other details,
including how many Af-
ghans would be allowed to
temporarily stay in the Phil-
ippines at any time while
their special immigrant vi-
sas for resettlement to the
U.S. are being completed.

A senior Philippine of-

Philippines to host a US visa
processing center for up to 300
Afghans resettling in America

ficial, however, told The
Associated Press that only
150 to 300 applicants would
be accommodated in the
Philippines under the “one-
time” deal. The official who
had knowledge of the nego-
tiations agreed to speak on
condition of anonymity be-
cause of a lack of authority
to speak publicly. Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs
spokesperson Assistant
Secretary Teresita Daza
said Afghan nationals should
secure a visa to enter the
Philippines and would be
subjected to “full security
vetting.” Each visa appli-
cant can stay not more
than 59 days. The U.S.
government will shoulder
the costs for the stay of
the Afghan nationals, in-
cluding food, housing, se-
curity and medical and
transportation expenses,
Daza said. She added that
the U.S. government and
the International Organi-
zation for Migration as
manager of the unspeci-
fied facility where the Af-
ghan visa applicants
would be billeted.
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Ahsan Igbal urges swift
completion of CPEC Phase-II
corridor concept papers

ISLAMABAD (INP): Fed-
eral Minister for Planning,
Development, and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal
Tuesday chaired a review
meeting on the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects, stressing
the urgency of preparing
concept papers for five new
corridors proposed by Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in
August 2023. “The concept
papers for all CPEC Phase-
1I projects should be com-
pleted as soon as possible,
aligning with these five new
corridors,” he said while
chairing a review meeting on
CPEC projects in Islamabad
on Tuesday.

The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary Planning
Awais Manzur Sumra, secre-
taries of relevant ministries,
heads of institutions, and se-
nior officials. Ahsan Igbal reit-
erated thatall Working Group:

[

Sereta rl of e Conference on Ineraction
and Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA),

(WGs) have been directed to
expedite the preparation of
these concept papers.
Ahsan Igbal informed
the meeting that Pakistan
and China have agreed to
initiate work on these five
corridors, which were
aligned with Pakistan’s 5SEs
framework (Export, En-
ergy, Equity, E-Pakistan
and Environment) for its
economic development.
Elaborating the five new
initiatives, he said that un-
der the Livelihood Corridor
provision of the best
amenities to the people and
creating employment op-
portunities were included.
Under the Innovation
Corridor, the minister said
new projects would be ini-
tiated through modern tech-
nology and imparting infor-
mation technology skills to
the youth. “While the CPEC
would be used to promote

connectivity and establish
more friendly relations with
Central Asian states under
the Open Regional Coopera-
tion.” The Regional Connec-
tivity Corridor will utilize
CPEC to foster relations and
promote connectivity with
Central Asian states under
the Open Regional Coopera-
tion framework.

Ahsan Igbal expressed
confidence that comprehen-
sive documents on these five
corridors would be finalized
by the end of August and
presented during the visit of
China’s Prime Minister to
Pakistan. He instructed rel-
evant stakeholders and min-
istry officials to
collaboratively develop
joint plans for these corri-
dors and prepare five-year
strategic plans under the
CPEC portfolio for submis-
sion to the Joint Coopera-
tion Committee (JCC).

Ambassador Kairat Sarybay called on Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad

Ishaq Dar, in Islamabad.

Mustafa Kamal urges
PM for national policy
on electricity

KARACHI (INP):
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
leader Syed Mustafa Kamal
has called on the prime min-
ister to develop a comprehen-
sive national policy, instead
ofa particular provincial-cen-
tric policy, to address the
country’s electricity crisis.
He stressed that
Karachi, despite current
challenges, continues to
contribute 51% to the na-
tional economy so any
policy for relief'in electric-
ity bills should include
Sindh and particularly
Karachi, he said while

speaking to a private TV
channel. Syed Mustafa
Kamal expressed concerns
over the high electricity tar-
iffs and capacity payments,
urging the government to
provide immediate reliefto
the public. Referring to his
recent meeting with the
prime minister, Syed
Mustafa Kamal clarified
that the meeting with the
prime minister was not fo-
cused solely on Punjab,
where electricity prices
have been reduced by Rs.
14, but on the broader elec-
tricity issues affecting the
entire country.

ECP fixes Aug 26 for
postal ballots in
bye-election in NA 171

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
(ECP) has fixed August 26
last date for receipt of ap-
plications for postal ballot
papers for Bye-Election in
NA-171 R.Y. Khan-III.
This facility, under the
law, has been extended to
the persons in Government
service, members of Armed
Forces, their wives and
such of their children as are
registered voters and ordi-
narily reside with them
provided they are stationed
at a place other than the
place in which their con-
stituency is situated, per-
sons with any physical dis-
ability who are unable to
travel and hold a National
Identity Card with a logo

for physical disability is-
sued by the National Data-
base and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA), said a
press release issue here
Tuesday.

Persons who are de-
tained in prison or held in
custody are also entitled to
vote by postal ballot.

The persons ap-
pointed by the Returning
Officers, including police
personnel, for the perfor-
mance of any duty in con-
nection with an election at
polling stations other than
the one at which they are
entitled to cast their vote
are advised to apply for
postal ballot to the Return-
ing Officers within three
days of their appointment.
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KARACHI: Construction works of new develop-
ment projects is underway under the supervision
of local government department, as slow pace of
construction work is creating problems for com-
muters due to traffic jam and they demand to con-
cerned department to complete work as soon as
possible, located on University road in Karachi.

Punjab govt committee
agrees to reduce court
fees for litigants

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
an important development
inreducing court fees in line
with the instructions of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, the com-
mittee formed for the pur-
pose on Tuesday agreed to
reduce the fees so that
people could be provided
immediate justice and that
too at cheaper rates.

The committee, which
met with Federal Law
Minister Azam Nazir Tarar
and Punjab Law Minister
Malik Sohaib Ahmed
Bherth in the chair, agreed

that the court fee for ob-
taining the attested copy of
a civil court’s decision or
order would be Rs100,
while Rs500 would be
charged for obtaining the
copy of a decision by a high
court. It was also concurred
to reduce the per page fee
of an attested copy from
Rs100 to Rs10.

The meeting also
agreed that the Board of
Revenue or commissioners
would be charged Rs500 for
filing a review petition un-
der the Punjab Tenancy
Act, 1887.

Dar reaffirms
commitment
to CICA’s
vision of
sustainable

security

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister
(DPM) and Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Ishaq Dar
on Tuesday reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to
CICA’s vision of sustain-
able security in Asia and
highlighted the need for en-
during peace and develop-
ment in the region.

Talking to Secretary
General of the Conference
on Interaction and Confi-
dence Building Measures in
Asia (CICA), Ambassador
Kairat Sarybay, who is cur-
rently on a visit to Pakistan,
Dar emphasized the need
for conflict prevention; ad-
dressing the root causes of
endemic disputes, accord-
ing to a press release issued
by Foreign Office.

He also stressed the
importance of preventive
diplomacy, multilateralism,
and regional collaboration
to tackle emerging global
challenges.

Dar highlighted the
need for addressing the root
causes of persistent dis-
putes, and seeking sustain-
able solutions for enduring
peace and development in
the CICA region.

Protest erupts
in Larkana
over suspected
murder Allah
Dad Chandio

LARKANA: A protest was
held at SSP Chowk in
Larkana after the death of
Imdad Sheikh, who was in-
jured in a clash between the
Baddani and Sheikh com-
munities in Juma Shaikh
village. The heirs of the de-
ceased demanded the arrest
of'the accused and staged a
sit-in against Shaheed Elahi
Bakhsh Sial Police Station.

The relatives, includ-
ing Peersan, Ayaz Sheikh,
Shaukat Sheikh, and
Nizamuddin, alleged that
the police released the sus-
pect, a relative of Union
Council Chairman Wadda
Mabhar, after receiving a
bribe. They claimed that the
suspect was involved in the
murder of their family
member 15 days ago.
The protesters demanded
the immediate arrest of the
murderers and the chairman
of'the Union Council, seek-
ing justice for the deceased.
They accused the police of
corruption and partiality in
the case.

Several outgoing
flights at
Karachi Airport

cancelled again

KARACHI (INP): The
flights’ schedule at
Karachi’s Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport was again dis-
rupted on Tuesday morn-
ing as several outgoing
flights were cancelled on
account of different techni-
cal and operational reasons.

Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) Karachi to
Multan flight PK-331, the
airline’s Karachi to Sukkur
flight PK-536 were can-
celled. Similarly, Fly
Baghdad’s

Najaf-bound flight IF-
334, SereneAir’s Karachi to
Islamabad flight ER-504,
and the airline’s Karachi to
Lahore flight ER-524 were
also cancelled.

Likewise, Airblue’s
two Islamabad-bound
flights PA-200 and PA-206
were cancelled as well.
AirSial’s Karachi to
Islamabad flight PF-125
was cancelled while the
airline’s flight PF-123, also
heading to Islamabad, was
delayed by five hours.
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ISLAMABAD: A legamtion of Meta calls on Prime

Shehbaz Sharif, in the Federal Capital.

Sindh Governor Tessori writes
to CM Murad for Punjab-like
relief in electricity bills

KARACHTI (INP): Sindh
Governor Kamran Tessori
has asked the provincial
government to provide re-
lief'to the people in the elec-
tricity bills just like what
the Punjab government has
done.

In a letter to Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah, the governor has
asked him to cut down the
provincial government’s
expenditures so that the
people could be provided
relief. “At least slash the
power tariff by Rs14 per
unit for the households con-
suming up to 500 units of
electricity for August and
September,” he has said,
adding, “This will certainly

be a good step, and would
not only reduce burden on
the people’s purse, who are
already grappling with in-
flation, but will also en-
hance the prestige of the
Sindh government.”

Otherwise, Tessori
has said, a sense of depri-
vation will increase in the
people of the province, and
they will feel neglected.

In the end, the gov-
ernor writes that he is op-
timistic that the provin-
cial government will take
this step to rescue the
people during these tough
times. “I am looking for-
ward to a positive re-
sponse from you,” he has
written to the CM.

JI announces country-
wide shutter down strike

KARACHI (INP): Jamaat-
e-Islami (JI) Pakistan
Ameer Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman said that a coun-
try-wide ‘peaceful’ shutter
down strike will be ob-
served on 28" August.
Addressing the
party’s office bearers at the
Idara Noore Haq in Karachi,
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman
said that said that the other
opposition parties are con-
fused about protests
against the government.
“The JI cannot sup-
port confused parties. We
have a clear position that
that we will not be part of
any political alliance,” he
added Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman said that the JI’s
alliance is with the youth
and the people of Pakistan.
Earlier, the JI chief
vowed to force the govern-
ment to implement the
agreement with his

KARACHI: Managing D

party. Talking to media, the
JI Ameer said that the law
and order have also wors-
ened in Punjab in compari-
son to the past.

He said 74 percent
people of Pakistan could
not spend owing to their
incomes. “A large number
of the youth don’t want to
stay in the country due to
lack of opportunities”.
Hafiz Naeem said that the
expensive RLNG agree-
ments have destroyed the
economy. “The government
warns that the IPPs will go
to the international court if
contracts with them vio-
lated”, he said. He said that
the FBR’s interference will
affect exports. Pakistan
bearing losses 0of 250 billion
owing to the border smug-
gling. “We promise to the
people, we will force the
government and implement
the agreement”, he vowed.

stan Stock Exchange (PSX) Farrukh H. Khan, ad-
dressing a press conference at his office, in the

Provincial Capital.

Economic Woes, IPPs
Have Ruined the
Economy: Anjum Nisar

KARACHI (INP): Former
President of the Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) and Chairman of
the Businessmen Panel,
Mian Anjum Nisar, stated
that the economic conditions
in Pakistan are deteriorating.
He blamed Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) for
destroying the national
economy. He noted that not
only is it difficult to estab-
lish new industries, but even
existing ones are struggling.
He supported small traders
in their protest against turn-
over tax and urged the gov-
ernment to engage with them
before it’s too late. He an-
nounced his support for the
small traders’ strike sched-
uled for August 28.

Nisar expressed these
views during a meeting titled
“National Economy and
Trade Bodies” organized by
the Businessmen Panel at a
local hotel. The event was
hosted by Mian Naseer
Hayat Mago, former Presi-

dent of FPCCI and Senior
Vice Chairman of the Busi-
nessmen Panel. Other speak-
ers included former FPCCI
Presidents Zakariya Usman
and Abdul Rahim Jano, and
Suleman Chawla and former
Vice Presidents Hanif
Lakhani. The event also saw
participation from former
REAP Chairman Rafiq
Suleman, Amjad Rafiq,
Khalid Ameen, Shoaikat
Suleman, Muhammad
Bashir, Haji Ghani Haji
Usman, Javed Ilyas, Aun Ali
Syed, Wasim Rahman, and
other leaders. Mian Anjum
Nisar highlighted that the
IPPs have led to a cata-
strophic economic situation
in Pakistan, with money rap-
idly flowing out of the coun-
try and investors fleeing to
acquire citizenship in other
nations. He also mentioned
that the IT industry is on the
brink of collapse due to
internet issues, with Paki-
stani freelancers struggling to
find work because of slow
internet speeds.
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SUKKUR: Water level increases whil medium
grade flood water reaches at Sukkur Barrage into
River Indus due to heavy downpour of monsoon sea-

son, in Sukkur.

President pays
tribute to
Rashid Minhas
Shaheed’

valor, sacrifice

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Tuesday paid tribute to
Pilot Officer Rashid
Minhas Shaheed (Nishan-
i-Haider) lauding his brav-
ery and sacrifice to safe-
guard the country.

The president, in his
message on Rashid Minhas
Shaheed’s martyrdom
aINPversary, said that the
pilot officer had sacrificed
his life for the country’s
security. “The whole na-
tion salutes Rashid Minhas
Shaheed for his patriotism
and passion for martyr-
dom. The nation feels proud
of the soldiers like him,” he
remarked.

FIA busts illegal
currency exchange
ring linked to
Umrah Pilgrims’

payments

KARACHI (INP): The
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) has uncov-
ered amajor illegal currency
exchange operation tied to
Umrah pilgrim expenses in
Karachi.

Acting on a confiden-
tial tip-off, the FIA Corpo-
rate Crime Circle Karachi
raided a travel agency of-
fice and arrested Abdul
Jabbar, who is alleged to be
involved in illegal currency
exchange and referral handi.

According to the FTA
spokesperson, Jabbar was
apprehended from
Gurmandar during the raid.
Authorities recovered over
6.38 million Pakistani ru-
pees, 6,355 US

dollars, and 176,250
Iraqi dinars from his pos-
session. Additionally, his
mobile phone contained
messages related to fund
transfers to Saudi Arabia.

The spokesperson re-
vealed that Jabbar was un-
able to justify the source of
the recovered currency.
The fraudulent referral
handi operation is said to
be causing significant finan-
cial losses to the national
exchequer.

Reckless
female driver
crushes man,

daughter to
death in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): In a hor-
rific incident, two persons,
a man and his daughter,
were killed while four oth-
ers were injured after a
speeding land cruiser,
driven by a young woman,
overran a motorcycle and
then went on to smash a
parked car near Karsaz in
Karachi late Monday night.

According to an eye-
witness, the young woman,
after hitting the motorcycle,
got panicky and in an at-
tempt to flee from the spot
smashed a standing Honda
City car; however, a youth
sitting inside it miraculously
remained unhurt.

He went on to say that
later the land cruiser too
overturned.

Two killed,
fiveinjured in

road accident

KARACHI (INP): Two
people, including a woman,
were killed and five others
injured in a road accident in
Bahadurabad police juris-
diction. A car driven by a
woman rammed into two
vehicles and a bike, killing
two and injuring five oth-
ers. The woman driver es-
caped after the accident, but
later police arrested her and
registered a case. She also
sustained injuries in the
crash. Witnesses to the
accident were of the
view that the accident oc-
curred due to reckless-driv-
ing. They said the car first
hit a bike and then rammed
into two vehicles. On in-
formation, rescue teams
and police reached the
spot and started investi-
gation. A medical examina-
tion of the woman was
being carried out to ascer-
tain if she was drunk.

Pakistan Education Endowment
Fund to support higher education
of underprivileged students: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday said that
the government had estab-
lished the Pakistan Educa-
tion Endowment Fund to
support children from low-
income families to obtain
higher education.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with Israr Khan
Kakar, the newly elected
President of Oxford Union
of UK’s Oxford University,
said that a 20% quota had
been allocated for the youth
of Balochistan under the
Pakistan Education Endow-
ment Fund.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz warmly welcomed
Israr Kakar at the PM
House, appreciated him for
bringing fame to Pakistan,
and viewed that talented
youth like him could guar-
antee a bright future for
Pakistan.

He lauded Kakar for
contesting and winning the

Oxford Union election as a
manifestation of his stead-
fastness and firm resolve.
He expressed the hope that
Pakistani youth like Israr
Kakar would continue to
bring laurels to Pakistan.

“Winning scholarship
throughout the academic ca-
reer and then his election as
president of a great body
like Oxford Union by a
youngster coming from a
backward area  of
Balochistan is a matter of
pride,” the prime minister
remarked.

Inviting him to ad-
dress the Oxford Union,
Israr Kakar appreciated
Prime Minister Shehbaz for
his government’s measures
for youth empowerment
and providing them equal
opportunities.

“All of the youth like
me, are resolved to offer all-
out services for Pakistan’s
progress and prosperity,”
Kakar remarked.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Ambassador of the
Netherlands, Henny de Vries.

Musadik Malik says

Gas tariff to remain
unchanged until
December-January

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Petroleum, Dr.
Musadik Masood Malik
Tuesday said that the cur-
rent gas tariff would remain
unchanged until the winter
months of December and
January. Addressing a press
conference, he said that the
gas tariff has not been in-
creased, and the govern-
ment is striving to avoid
placing any additional bur-
den on the people.

“If the need arises to
provide relief, we will make
decisions in consultation
with all provinces and move
forward together. However,
our aim is to avoid increas-

ing gas prices,” he said.

The minister said that
98% of domestic electric-
ity consumers, who use up
to 500 units, have been pro-
vided relief by the Punjab
government. He added that
86% of those consuming up
to 200 units have also re-
ceived relief from the fed-
eral government. He urged
other provincial govern-
ments to offer similar relief
if they wish.

Heurged political lead-
ers to refrain from spread-
ing chaos and to participate
in parliamentary commit-
tees to contribute to the
nation’s development.

JUI-F chief Maulana Fazal
rules out any alliance
to oust government

DERA ISMAEL KHAN
(INP): Regretting that the
party’s experience of enter-
ing into alliances with other
parties in the recent past
was not a good one, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F) Chief and veteran politi-
cian Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said on Tuesday
that the party would launch
an anti-government move-
ment on its own.

Talking to newsmen
at his residence in Dera
Ismael Khan, he said that
neither the party wanted
to embarrass others nor
get embarrassed itself.
“However, there could be
alliances with other par-

ties on any issue,” Fazl ex-
plained.

“Not only will we
play the role of an oppo-
sition inside the parlia-
ment but also outside the
parliament,” he said, and
added, “This is for the
first time in the country’s
history that the establish-
ment has taken its inter-
nal matters seriously.”

However, he added,
the JUI-F was not a party
to any such move by the
establishment.

The veteran politician
was of the view that the
parliament had lost its im-
portance following the

5

KARA
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protest demonstration against high handedness of
their area police department, at Karachi press club.

APHC stresses need for
greater unity to effectively
pursue freedom cause

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) has em-
phasized the need for
greater unity among
Kashmiris to effectively
pursue their rightful de-
mand for a plebiscite to as-
certain the political future
of Jammu and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, APHC
spokesman  Advocate
Abdul Rashid Minhas is-
sued a statement in
Srinagar, terming the Kash-
mir dispute a political and
human problem. He noted
that the freedom-loving
people of Kashmir have
made unprecedented sacri-
fices for the sacred mission
ofjustice and freedom from
Indian subjugation since
1947.

Minhas stated that
India is misleading the

world about the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, as it
cannot retain its illegal oc-
cupation through military
might and state terrorism
forever. He emphasized
that Kashmir is an interna-
tionally recognized dispute
between Pakistan and In-
dia, which needs to be re-
solved according to the as-
pirations of the Jammu and
Kashmir people.

The statement high-
lighted that in the changing
global geopolitical situation,
war is not an option, and
all disputes should be re-
solved through diplomacy
and dialogue to allow peace
to prevail. Minhas urged
Pakistan and India to live
in peace and tranquility as
good neighbors, but this re-
quires settling their con-
flicts, particularly the Kash-
mir dispute.
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