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ISLAMABAD: The envoys of Vietnam, Maldives, and Ireland presenting their
diplomatic credentials to President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

LONDON: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi shaking hands with British Home Secre-
tary Yvette Cooper in London.

PM announces cash price of
Rs. 150m for Arshad Nadeem

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday an-
nounced a cash award of
Rs150 million (15 crore) to
Olympian and gold medal-
ist Arshad Nadeem besides,
a number of other initiatives
to recognize his historic feat
in javelin throw competi-
tion of Paris Olympics
2024.

Addressing a special
ceremony held at the PM
Office and televised on Tv
channels, the prime minis-
ter said that the road be-
tween F-9 and F-10 sectors
of  Islamabad would be re-
named as ‘Arshad Nadeem
road’, besides Arshad
Nadeem High Performance
Academy would be estab-
lished at Jinnah Stadium to
groom the young talent for

the upcoming 2028 Olym-
pics.

The prime minister an-
nounced establishment of
Pakistan Sports Endow-
ment Fund with Rs1 billion
to support the players
whereas a committee would
be set up to give recommen-
dations for the promotion
of sports in the country.

On the occasion, the
prime minister also an-
nounced an award of Rs10
million (1 crore)for Salman
Iqbal Butt, Arshad’s coach.

He said that he had also
recommended conferment
of Hilal-i-Imtiaz award
upon Arshad Nadeem.

The prime minister
said that it was a moment
of immense pride to host
nation’s hero Arshad
Nadeem who had won the
gold medal in Paris Olym-

pics after a gap of 40 years,
on the basis of his hard
work.

The entire nation
thanked him as his success
had doubled the celebra-
tions of the Independence
Day, he said, adding Arshad
Nadeem, with his javelin
throw, had also set a new
Olympics record.

The prime minister
opined that his achievement
had set the morale of entire
nation very high and gave a
message that one should
not be bogged down before
problems and challenges
but face them with courage
and determination.

“The precedent you set
in Paris is a beacon for us
all. Your success came at a
time when the preparations
for the Independence Day
are in full swing.

PM Shehbaz reaffirms commitment to
building a strong, prosperous Pakistan

Cabinet approves enhancement in Privatization
Commission Board members’ strength

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday reaffirmed his
strong commitment to
transform Pakistan into a
prosperous and robust na-
tion through the collective
efforts of all segments of
society, working together as
a united team.

In his opening remarks
at the federal cabinet meet-
ing, he expressed his deep
belief that teamwork is es-
sential for achieving suc-
cess.

He emphasized the im-
portance of learning from
past mistakes and moving
forward with relentless
day-and-night efforts to
build the nation envisioned

by Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

This year on Indepen-
dence Day, he said, the en-
tire nation will reaffirm its
commitment to work tire-
lessly for the country’s
progress.

Paying high tribute to
Olympian javelin thrower
Arshad Nadeem, he said
that Nadeem’s hard work
and dedication have added
even more significance to
the Independence Day cel-
ebrations.

Despite numerous chal-
lenges, Arshad excelled
through his unwavering ef-
fort. His success was also a
testament to the support of
his parents and coach,
which helped him secure

the gold medal.
He said Arshad has

emerged as a symbol of
unity and national pride and
announced that he has rec-
ommended the nation’s
highest honors be awarded
to Arshad Nadeem in rec-
ognition of his hard work
and service to the country.

He also mentioned that
he has invited Arshad and
his family to the prime
minister’s residence in
Islamabad for dinner today,
as a gesture of appreciation
from both the government
and the entire nation.

He praised the power
minister, his team, and
other cabinet members for
their efforts to make elec-
tricity more affordable.

Pakistan expresses grave
concern over recurrent theft

of radioactive materials in India
ISLAMABAD (Online):
:In response to a question
about Pakistan’s reaction to
the arrest of a gang in India
with radioactive material,
the Spokesperson , Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
stated the following:

“Pakistan is gravely
concerned at the reports of
recurring incidents of theft
and illicit sale of nuclear and
other radioactive materials
in India.

In the latest incident, a
gang of individuals were
found in illegal possession
of a highly radioactive and
toxic substance Cali-
fornium, worth US$ 100
million in quantity. Three
incidents of theft of Cali-
fornium were also reported
in 2021.

Last month, five indi-

viduals with a radioactive
device reportedly stolen
from Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Center (BARC)
were also found from
Dehradun.

These recurring inci-
dents call into question the
measures taken by New
Delhi for the safety and se-
curity of nuclear and other
radioactive material.

These incidents also
suggest the existence of a
black market for sensitive,
dual use materials inside In-
dia.

The international com-
munity seeks an earnest
disclosure from the Indian
authorities as to how a
sealed Radioactive Source
(SRS) material, like Cali-
fornium, was in the posses-
sion of the apprehended
individuals.

Govt slashes petrol
price by Rs8.47 per litre

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: In a relief for the masses reeling under
the skyrocketing inflation, the government has reduced
the petrol price by Rs8.47 per litre.

A notification in this regard has also been issued by
the finance ministry in which the diesel price also re-
duced by Rs6.07 per litre.

The decision comes mainly due to a drop in fuel
prices in the global market.

The new price of the petrol stands at Rs260.96 per
litre while that of diesel, it is Rs266.07 per litre.

The fuel price cut comes as a major relief for the
masses on the occasion of Independence Day, as the
country gears up for the celebration of 77 years of inde-
pendence today (August 14).

President strongly
condemns attack
on Panjgur DC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Tuesday strongly con-
demned the attack on the
Deputy Commissioner of
Panjgur Zakir Baloch in the
Mastung district of
Balochistan. The president
expressed his deep grief over
the martyrdom of the
deputy commissioner in the
attack. Conveying condolence
to the bereaved family of Zakir
Baloch, he prayed to Allah
Almighty to grant them
strength to bear the loss and
also for the elevation of the martyred
soul’s ranks in paradise.

Envoys of Vietnam,
Maldives, Ireland present
credentials to President

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The envoys of Vietnam,
Maldives and Ireland pre-
sented their diplomatic cre-
dentials to President Asif
Ali Zardari, during a cre-
dential ceremony, held at
Aiwan-e-Sadr, on Tuesday.

The President re-
ceived credentials from the
Ambassador-designate of
Vietnam, Pham Anh Tuan,
High Commissioner-desig-
nate of Maldives, Uz
Mohamed Thoha, and Am-
bassador-designate of Ire-
land, Ms Mary O’Neil,
who also held separate
meetings with the President.

Welcoming the en-
voys, the president felici-
tated them on their appoint-
ment and expressed the
hope that they would play
their role in further improv-
ing mutually beneficial co-

operation with Pakistan.
The president said

that Pakistan wanted to fur-
ther solidify trade, eco-
nomic and investment rela-
tions with friendly coun-
tries in all areas of mutual
interest. He remarked that
Pakistan was focused on
boosting bilateral trade vol-
ume with all friendly coun-
tries. He stated that Paki-
stan offered great invest-
ment opportunities in di-
verse fields and businesses
should invest in agriculture,
energy, infrastructure,
manufacturing, information
technology, mining, and
green technologies sectors.

Earlier, the envoys
were presented guard of
honour by a smartly turned-
out contingent of Pakistan
Armed Forces upon their
arrival at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Bilawal reaffirms PPP
dedication to uphold

principles of democracy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
reaffirmed his party’s dedi-
cation to upholding the
core principles of democ-
racy, constitutionalism,
and equality on which Pa-
kistan was founded.

In a message on the oc-
casion of 77th Indepen-
dence Day, he emphasized
that the 1973 Constitution
embodies the spirit of the
Freedom Movement and
provides a unified vision
for the nation’s future.

Bilawal Bhutto reiter-
ated the PPP’s commit-
ment to advancing the
nation’s progress and unity
by strengthening democ-
racy in line with the vision
of Pakistan’s founding fa-
thers.

“As we celebrate Inde-
pendence Day, we honor
the sacrifices made by our
forefathers who fought for
our freedom and sover-
eignty. Today is a day to

reflect on the vision of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
his democrat ic ideals. It
is also a day to confront
our challenges and learn
from our past. Despite
b eing  fou nd ed  b y a
leader who championed
constitutiona l i s m  a n d
democracy,  our nation
has faced periods of auto-
cratic rule that under -
mined basic freedoms
and rights.”

Bilawal Bhutto em-
phasized that the PPP re-
mains committed to the
principles and vision of the
founding fathers.

He remarked, “The ide-
ology of Quaid-e-Awam
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto and the philosophy
of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto serve as
guiding lights for us. Un-
der President Asif Ali
Zardari’s vision of reconcilia-
tion and national unity, we find
hope and strength to navi-
gate our challenges.”

Visa fee for 126 countries
waived under new
visa policy: Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Cul-
ture and National Heritage
Attaullah Tarar on Tuesday
announced launch of a new
visa policy under which
visa fee for the nationals of
126 countries would be
waved to boost tourism and
attract foreign investment
in the country. Addressing
a news conference, the min-
ister said Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif would
launch the new visa policy
tonight which would allow
126 countries’ residents to
visit Pakistan in hassle-free
manner. The new visa
policy which is aimed at
simplifying the visa pro-
cess would come into effect
tonight, he added.

According to him, the
nationals of these countries
would get their visas within
10 minutes after filling an
online form which had only
30 questions. The visa
would be valid for 3 months
and could be renewed in no
time, he added.

The minister said the
residents of gulf countries
would get visa on arrival,

while pilgrims would also
be facilitated in this regard
to boost the religious tour-
ism in the country.

The beauty and
infrastructural develop-
ment of Pakistan stunned
the foreign tourists who left
the country with sweet
memories, he said, urging
them to visit Pakistan
which has been opened its
doors to the world includ-
ing travelers, businessmen
and investors.

He said Pakistan had
vast tourism potential and
the government wanted the
foreigners to witness the
beauty of Pakistan which
is endowed with stunning
green valleys, famous
deserts, beautiful oceans
and mesmerizing land-
scapes.

To a query, he said all
provincial governments and
the secretary interior were
informed that dedicated
desks would be established
to welcome tourists at the
airports. All the stakehold-
ers were taken on the board
to ensure safety and secu-
rity of tourists in the coun-
try, he added.

Interior Minister
calls on British
Counterpart

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi called on
British Home Secretary
Yvette Cooper during his
visit to the United King-
dom. The Minister con-
gratulated Yvette Cooper on
assuming the office of Brit-
ish Home Secretary and ex-
pressed good wishes for
her. During the meeting,
matters of mutual interest,
including legal assistance in
criminal cases, effective
border management, and
measures to curb illegal im-
migration were discussed.
The training of Pakistani
police officers in the UK
was also discussed. The
Minister welcomed the
British cooperation in this
regard and expressed his
pleasure  that Pakistani
police officers would re-
ceive regular training in the
UK. He emphasized the
need to enhance mutual co-
operation to tackle illegal
immigration.

Ahsan vows to
revive dev. trajectory,

include Pak in
top-10 economies

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Tuesday renewed
his commitment to place
the country on a national
growth trajectory and in-
clude it among the world’s
top ten economies.

“We will once again
turn the wheel of the
economy and give the
youth a Pakistan that will
be among the top ten econo-
mies of the world by 2047,”
he said, promising a future
where the country’s youth
would inherit a thriving and
prosperous state.

The minister ex-
pressed this resolve while
addressing the Istehkam-e-
Pakistan seminar organized
by the Islamic International
University Islamabad
(IIUI) in connection with
the 78th Independence
Day. He highlighted the cru-
cial role of peace, political
stability, consistent policies
and continuous reforms in
achieving national develop-
ment and prosperity.

ISLAMABAD: Naval Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf chairing command and
staff conference of Pakistan Navy.

PN Command & Staff Conference
reviews regional maritime situation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Command and Staff Con-
ference of Pakistan Navy
concluded here on Tuesday
at Naval Headquarters
chaired by Chief of the Na-
val Staff, Admiral Naveed
Ashraf that reviewed mari-
time situation in North Ara-
bian Sea and Gulf of Aden
and deliberated on mea-
sures for safety and secu-
rity of national sea trade
passing through the region.

During the conference,
matters related to geo stra-
tegic milieu, national secu-
rity, operational prepared-
ness, training and welfare of
troops were reviewed.

Comprehensive briefing on
important on-going and fu-
ture developmental projects
of Pakistan Navy was also
given to Chief of the Naval
Staff, a Pakistan Navy news
release said.

The Naval Chief ex-
pressed confidence over
combat readiness and
significant contribution
of the Navy in maritime
domain. Chief of the Na-
val Staff emphasized on
strengthening maritime se-
curity and maintaining
combat readiness so as to
effectively respond to
any aggression against Pa-
kistan.

Attempts to weaken army tantamount
to undermine country, says COAS

Gen Asim Munir says armed forces will not let sacrifices of their martyrs to go in vain; Says
Pakistan’s future is bright and secure, our forces will continue to defend it with unwavering resolve

RAWALPNDI: Army Chief General Asim Munir addressing Azadi Parade at
PMA Kakul

Monitoring Desk
RAWALPNDI: Army
Chief General Asim Munir
has stated weakening the
armed forces is tantamount
to weakening the country,
pledging that the military
will not allow let its sacri-
fices to go in vain.

He stated this while
addressing the Azadi Parade
at Pakistan Military Acad-
emy (PMA) in Kakul on
the eve of Independence
Day late Tuesday.

The parade was held at
Pakistan Military Academy
(PMA) Kakul to mark the
78th Independence Day.

“Pakistan came into

being to stand out among
the comity of nations. Pa-
kistan is a fait accompli and
it cannot be undone,” the
army chief stated.

Gen Munir said the
country’s people “are liv-
ing as a free nation owing
to the martyrs’ sacrifices”.

“We emerge as a strong
nation after trial and tribu-
lations. To weaken
Pakistan’s armed forces is
tantamount to weakening
the country itself.”

The army chief said
armed forces will not let
sacrifices of their martyrs
to go waste.

“Unfortunately the

forces who have evil designs
of extremism and extrem-
ism have surfaced in our
country.”

Gen Munir said that
the base of our national
consciousness is the ideol-
ogy of Pakistan, which
stands on the two-nation
theory.

“May the Almighty
Allah grant us the courage
and strength to defend the
country and make it a suc-
cessful and great example
for future generations.”

The army chief said
that the two-nation theory
provided an opportunity
to the Muslims of the sub-

continent to have separate
identity, culture and civili-
zation.

The army chief was
the chief guest of the Azadi
Parade ceremony.

The cadets of the Pa-
kistan Military Academy
presented a spectacular
demonstration of their
skills in the drill parade.

On this occasion, a
special tribute was pre-
sented to the martyrs of
the land.

The event commenced
with the recitation of the
Holy Quran, followed by
a laser light show depict-
ing Pakistan’s struggle for

independence and nation-
building. The cadets per-
formed a march-past, and
a flag-hoisting ceremony
was held at midnight,
where the national anthem
was sung. The national
flag was hoisted by the
12th Baloch Regiment at
midnight, and attendees
stood to sing the national
anthem. The event was at-
tended by cadets, their
families, and other distin-
guished guests, who
praised the cadets for their
disciplined march-past.
The troops reaffirmed their
commitment to making ev-
ery sacrifice for the nation.

General Munir ex-
pressed gratitude for the
blessings of freedom and
the establishment of Paki-
stan, acknowledging the

sacrifices made by the fore-
fathers and paying tribute
to the heroes of the inde-
pendence movement. He
also highlighted the impor-

tance of unity, warning that
discord and division could
hollow the nation from
within, paving the way for
external aggression.
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School massacre in Gaza
Early on Saturday morning, Israel struck a school
sheltering around 2,400 displaced Palestinians
in Gaza City. At least 100 people have been re-
ported killed in this atrocity. The accounts given
by eyewitnesses are horrifying; many of the
bodies were charred and dismembered.

When TTP terrorists struck the APS in
Peshawar a decade ago, there was worldwide
revulsion at the fact that the militants had
slaughtered over 140 people, primarily minors.
While that tragedy has not been forgotten by
Pakistan, Israel has been unleashing similarly
monstrous violence upon Gaza’s civilians since
last October.

Throughout this one-sided conflict — per-
haps better described as a genocidal campaign
— Tel Aviv has hardly batted an eyelid as it hit
schools, hospitals and people queuing for food,
all in the name of targeting Hamas. Even after
the latest tragedy, Israel said it had hit “Hamas
terrorists and commanders”. Does this justify
the burning alive and dismemberment of count-
less non-combatants, including children, in the
process? Clearly, in Israel’s twisted worldview,
it does.

Can Tel Aviv’s assertions that it is ready to
discuss a ceasefire really be taken seriously in
the aftermath of such bloodbaths? The US, Qatar
and Egypt have recently called for resuming
truce talks. But it appears that Israel is only play-
ing for time, and is not serious about peace, or
else it would not slaughter 100 people after agree-
ing to attend the talks. The fact is that the longer
the slaughter in Gaza continues, the longer Ben-
jamin Netanyahu can cling to power. Perhaps
this is a reason why the Israeli prime minister is
determined to set the Middle East on fire by pro-
voking Iran and its armed regional allies. If a
bigger conflagration ensues, Mr Netanyahu can
claim he is defending his country from ‘evil’ Iran,
and most of his Western friends may lap it up.

There are considerable chances of the war
expanding. Iranian and Israeli and US officials
have been exchanging combative rhetoric; it is
perhaps only a matter of time before these ver-
bal attacks turn into an actual confrontation. The
US has reportedly asked one of its carrier strike
groups to speed up its arrival in the Middle East,
while its defence secretary has been regularly
exchanging notes with the Israeli defence minis-
ter. None of this bodes well for the region, or for
the larger international community. Clearly, the
West is unwilling to rein in Israel. On Monday,
the UK, Germany and France called upon Iran
not to “escalate”. Perhaps they would be better
off advising Tel Aviv to stop murdering civil-
ians in Gaza, and end the campaign of assassi-
nations in Iran, Lebanon and Syria. Unless Is-
rael is muzzled, there will be no peace in the
Middle East, and the chances of escalation will
gather pace.

Australia’s recipe
Mohammad Ali

Babakhel

With more than 100 dif-
ferent faiths and over 300
languages, Australia is
one of the world’s most
culturally and linguisti-
cally diverse nations.
Promoting social cohe-
sion is a big challenge
for it, but Australia has
enjoyed a peaceful his-
tory, relatively free from
violent extremism. Still,
the threat of VE is not
non-existent, and it
threatens Australia’s
core values of respect for
human rights, the rule of
law, democracy, equal
opportunity, and free-
dom.

In Australia, VE re-
fers to the beliefs and ac-
tions of individuals who
use violence or support
the use of violence to
achieve ideological, reli-
gious, or political goals.
It includes terrorism and
other forms of politically
motivated and commu-
nal violence that seek to
bring about change
through fear and intimi-
dation.

Radicalisation is a
complex process that in-
volves a person’s beliefs
shifting from relatively
conventional to radical,
with a desire for a dras-
tic societal change. Ac-
cording to the Australian
belief, when a person
radicalises, the commu-
nity and government are
responsible for acting
and intervening to pre-
vent harm to both the
person and wider soci-
ety.

In Australia, new mi-
grants with low income
and high unemployment
rates are often vulner-
able to extremist narra-
tives. New migrants for
whom English is a sec-
ond language are uncer-
tain about navigating
systems in a new coun-
try and may feel isolated.
Those with low educa-
tion levels also have low
awareness of their rights
and may feel voiceless,
marginalised, and sus-
ceptible to VE. Feelings
of helplessness may

drive them to amplify
their voices online, fur-
ther exposing them to ex-
tremist influences. This
is why reducing access
to extremist material and
empowering communi-
ties to combat terrorist
narratives are among
Australia’s priorities.

After 9/11, Australia
enacted various laws to
prevent acts of VE. In the
past, the Australian au-
thorities had to wait un-
til a terrorist attack was
imminent or underway
before they could inter-
vene. The updated Aus-
tralian legal framework
allows them to disrupt
acts of VE while they are
still being planned.

The Australian ap-
proach to CVE (counter-
ing violent extremism)
comprises robust secu-
rity, strong law enforce-
ment, effective commu-
nity engagement, and ex-
tensive partnerships.
Australia invests con-
siderable resources in
community engagement
and building social har-
mony. Key areas of fo-
cus include supporting
individuals’ participation
in education, improving
social and economic par-
ticipation, increasing
community harmony,
preventing crime, and
building effective fami-
lies and community
organisations.

Australia’s recipe
for CVE is based on the
belief that unity of effort
works, partnerships mat-
ter, and teamwork makes
everything possible.
Australia’s approach ac-
knowledges that the
threat is persistent and
dynamic; hence, it never
remains static. Since the
world is rapidly chang-
ing, threats are also con-
tinuously evolving. The
causes of VE can be bet-
ter understood, miti-
gated, and reduced
through collaborative
partnerships. Australia
also recognises the en-
gagement of the private
sector and civil society
as essential. That’s why,
to counter VE, Australia
has worked

collaboratively and qui-
etly at the global, re-
gional, and bilateral lev-
els.

In the 2002 Bali
bombings, 202 people,
including 88 Australians,
were killed, representing
the single most signifi-
cant loss of Australian
life due to terrorism. Af-
terwards, Australia
started a CVE collabora-
tion with Indonesia and
other countries. Austra-
lia is also part of the Glo-
bal Coalition to Defeat
ISIS, which was formed
in 2014.

The Australian
strategy includes six
principles: lives must be
protected; the govern-
ment and the community
must tackle terrorism to-
gether; terrorist acts
should be prosecuted
thro-ugh the criminal
justice system; interna-
tional partnerships
should be built; commu-
nity and national resil-
ience should be
strengthened; and
A u s t r a l i a ’ s
counterterrorism (CT)
arrangements should re-
flect the changing threat
environment. Its ap-
proach is based on four
complementary streams
of activity, which seek to
build strength in diver-
sity and social participa-
tion, work with vulner-
able communities and in-
stitutions, address
online terrorist propa-
ganda, and support
deradicalisation. Since
2003, the appointment of
an ambassador for CT to
deal with terrorism-re-
lated issues speaks of
Australia’s commitment
to CT. This ambassador
coordinates Australia’s
international CT efforts
by building international
linkages, leading diplo-
matic efforts in the do-
main of CT with partner
countries, and facilitating
Australia in benefiting
from global best practices.
Pakistan must evaluate
the need for such a diplo-
matic position, which may
benefit it and friendly
countries equally.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Saving lives
Naseem

Salahuddin

Sanitation and
immunisation stand as
the most effective de-
fences against disease,
disability, and death
caused by infectious dis-
eases. As our population
reels from public health
diseases, neither indi-
viduals nor the govern-
ment observe the basic
principles of hygiene and
sanitation. Overpopula-
tion exacerbates these is-
sues, straining civic re-
sources and impacting
public health.

Babies born to un-
dernourished mothers are
destined to die from pre-
ventable diseases even
before they reach toddler
age. Although early child-
hood vaccinations are of-
fered free through the
government’s Expanded
Programme of
Immunisation (EPI), their
acceptance is inconsis-
tent. Adults, too, are vul-
nerable to viruses or bac-
teria that can be pre-
vented through vaccina-
tion.

Immunisation in-
duces immunity against
specific diseases. The se-
lected bacteria or virus is
modified, scientifically
processed, and injected.
It mimics the original dis-
ease, albeit mildly, and
provokes the host im-
mune system to produce
antibodies that counter
the infectious agent with-
out causing the disease.

The history of vac-
cination began with
smallpox. Older readers
may remember the conse-
quences of smallpox that
killed, blinded, or disfig-
ured millions everywhere.
Medical history is replete
with tales of this highly
contagious disease that
continued for centuries.
In England, Edward
Jenner’s ground-break-
ing experiment in 1796 in-
volved using fluid from
eruptions on the hands
of a milkmaid who milked
the udder of a cow that
had pustules. He injected
the fluid into an incision
on the arm of a healthy

boy and observed that
his subject remained pro-
tected. He used his inno-
vation in his native town,
stemming the spread of
smallpox.

The Latin word for
cow is ‘vacca’, and cow-
pox is ‘vaccinia’; Jenner
called this procedure
vaccination. The process
was subsequently re-
fined and became manda-
tory globally. The last
naturally occurring small-
pox case was reported in
Somalia in 1977. Routine
smallpox vaccination
ceased worldwide in
1980. Smallpox is the only
ID to have been eradi-
cated and is among the
most remarkable of pub-
lic health successes.

Efforts expanded to
combat other IDs. Univer-
sal immunisation against
Hepatitis B has saved
millions from liver failure
and liver cancer. Life-
saving vaccines are avail-
able today against viral in-
fluenza, bacterial pneu-
monia, meningitis, teta-
nus, typhoid, and cholera.
Shingles, caused by the
herpes zoster virus, is re-
activated chickenpox vi-
rus acquired in child-
hood. The reawakened
virus often causes relent-
less pain but can be pre-
vented with the shingles
vaccines. The Human
papillomavirus (which
causes cervical cancer in
women) is preventable
with shots given during
adolescence.

Childhood infec-
tions such as measles,
mumps, rubella, chicken
pox, diphtheria, and teta-
nus are vaccine-pre-
ventable. Polio, which
killed or maimed thou-
sands of children glo-
bally, has virtually ended
through mass vaccina-
tion, with ongoing chal-
lenges in a few places
including Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

The Covid-19 pan-
demic was met with
swift vaccine develop-
ment, illustrating the
critical role vaccines
play in combating glo-
bal health crises. En-
couraging results from

field trials of vaccines
against malaria, dengue,
and TB are in the devel-
opment or testing
phases. However, not all
IDs are vaccine-pre-
ventable. While they are
playing havoc globally,
Hepatitis C and HIV
elude attempts at vac-
cine production.

Modern vaccines
are safe and generally
effective, although some
people may express side
effects, like a slight fe-
ver or rash. An intrigu-
ing feature of the human
immune system is the
presence of ‘memory
cells’. Even years later,
a booster shot will
awaken resting cells and
enhance protection.
The evidence of
res-p-onse is the detec-
tion of measurable anti-
bodies in the blood, but
many such tests are not
commercially available.
Data on the efficacy of
a vaccine is credible
only if obtained through
well-conducted human
trials, validated, and
published in reputable
journals.

If at least two-
thirds of a population is
vaccinated during an
outbreak, it will create a
shield that will protect
those who are not. Trav-
ellers heading to areas
where a disease is en-
demic are advised to re-
ceive vaccinations. Pil-
grims to Haj and Umrah
are vulnerable to menin-
gitis, influenza, or pneu-
monia and must receive
these preventive shots.

Almost all vaccines
in Pakistan are imported
and hence expensive and
erratically available, de-
pending on their demand
and import policies. Ironi-
cally, EPI vaccines for
children are supported
through international
funding agencies, yet
they are inadequately
used. Vaccines for spe-
cific infections must be
prioritised but must not re-
place water, sanitation
and hygiene. This is the
responsibility of individu-
als and our municipalities.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting with Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas outside Moscow, Russia.

Indonesian president
holds first cabinet meeting

in future capital
dence Day, but building
delays and funding woes
have cast doubt on the
schedule.

Widodo, popularly
known as Jokowi, still
hai led  the  ci ty-in -
progress, which is ex-
pected to be fully ready
in 2045.

“Not all countries
have the opportunity,
have the ability to build
their capital starting from
zero,” he said.

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: Indonesian
President Joko Widodo
on Monday held his first
cabinet meeting in the
country’s future capital,
despite much of the city
remaining under con-
struction as it runs be-
hind schedule.

The $32-b i l l ion
megaproject Nusantara
was widely expected to
be inaugurated on August
17, Indonesia’s Indepen-

US lifts restrictions on
Saudi weapons, with eye
on resolving Gaza crisis

Muslim guard
rescues girl
from knife
attacker in

London
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: A 29-year-old
guard at a nearby store, who
gave his name as Abdullah,
saved an 11-year-old girl
from a knife attack in the
British capital on Monday.

Abdullah said he
heard a scream and then
saw someone “stabbing a
kid”. “I jumped on him,
held the hand in which he
was (carrying) a knife, and
just put him down on the
floor and just held him and
took the knife away from
him,” he said.

“Then a couple of
more people joined as well,
and we just held him until
the police came”, he added.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States confirmed on
Monday it would resume
sales of offensive weapons
to Saudi Arabia, as concerns
over human rights in the
kingdom’s Yemen war give
way to US hopes for it to
play a role in resolving the
conflict in Gaza.

More than three years
after imposing limits on hu-
man rights grounds over
Saudi strikes in Yemen, the
State Department said it
would return to weapons
sales “in regular order, with
appropriate congressional
notification and consulta-
tion.” “Saudi Arabia has re-

mained a close strategic part-
ner of the United States, and
we look forward to enhanc-
ing that partnership,” State
Depar-tment spokesman
Vedant Patel told reporters.
US President Joe Biden took
office in 2021 pledging a new
approach to Saudi Arabia that
emphasised human rights,
and immediately announced
that the administration
would only send “defensive”
weaponry to the longtime US
arms customer. The United
States is again hoping for sup-
port from Arab partners as
Iran threatens another reprisal
against Israel over the killing
in Tehran of Hamas’s politi-
cal leader, Ismail Haniyeh.

700 migrants
reach Britain
on 11 boats
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: Over 700 mi-
grants in small boats crossed
the Channel to Britain on
Sunday, the highest number
on a single day since Prime
Minister Keir Starmer took
power vowing to tackle
people-smugglers. Two mi-
grants who attempted the
crossing died, French au-
thorities said earlier, taking
the number of people to lose
their life on the dangerous
sea journey to 25 since the
start of the year.

Putin tells Abbas
of ‘great pain’ at
Palestinian plight

Kursk attack will pressure
Russia and ‘restore

justice,’ Zelenskiy says

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
told visiting Palestinian
president Mahmoud
Abbas on Tuesday that
Moscow was pained by
the plight of his people and
backed their aspiration to
create a fully fledged state.

Putin said Moscow
was paying attention to
events in the Middle East
despite the demands of its
own war in Ukraine. He
did not refer directly to
Ukraine’s week-old incur-
sion into western Russia,
an operation that has
caught Russia’s military
off guard and forced more
than 130,000 people to
flee their homes.

 “Everyone is well
aware that Russia today,
unfortunately, must de-
fend its interests and de-
fend its people with arms

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
Ukraine had launched an
incursion into Russian ter-
ritory to “restore justice”
and pressure Moscow’s
forces, in his first
acknowledgement of
Kyiv’s surprise offensive
into the western Kursk re-
gion.

Moscow’s forces on
Sunday were in their sixth
day of intense battle against
Kyiv’s largest incursion
into Russian territory since
the start of the war, which
left southwestern parts of
Russia vulnerable before
reinforcement started ar-
riving.

Russian authorities
rushed to evacuate resi-
dents and imposed a
sweeping security regime
in three border regions on
Saturday, while Belarus,
a staunch ally of Moscow,
sent more troops to its
border with Ukraine, ac-
cusing Kyiv of violating
its air space.

In his nightly video

address, Zelenskiy said
he had discussed the op-
eration with top Ukrai-
nian commander
Oleksandr Syrskyi, vow-
ing to respond in kind af-
ter Russia launched its
full-scale invasion of its
neighbour in February
2022.

“Today, I received
several  reports from
Co mman d er - in -Ch ie f
Syrskyi  regarding the
front lines and our actions
to push the war onto the
aggressor’s territory,” he
said late on Saturday.

“Ukraine is proving
that it can indeed restore
justice and is ensuring the
exact kind of pressure that
is needed - pressure on
the aggressor.”

Russia’s defence min-
istry said on Sunday it had
destroyed 14 Ukrainian
drones and four Tochka-U
tactical ballistic missiles
overnight over the Kursk
region, and 18 drones over
other Russian regions that
Ukraine frequently at-
tacks.

in hand. But what is hap-
pening in the Middle East,
what is happening in Pal-
estine, of course, does not
go unnoticed on our part,”
Putin said, according to a
Kremlin transcript.

“And of course, we
are watching with great
pain and anxiety the hu-
manitarian catastrophe
that has unfolded in Pal-
estine,” he added.

Putin noted the death
toll of almost 40,000 Pal-
estinians in the course of
the Gaza war since the Is-
lamist mili tant  group
Hamas attacked Israel on
Oct. 7, killing some 1,200
people and taking more
than 250 into captivity in
Gaza. Item 1 of 3 Russian
President Vladimir Putin
attends a meeting with
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas outside
Moscow, Russia.

Israel-Hamas war latest:

Iran rejects European
leaders’ call to refrain from

any retaliatory attacks
Monitoring Desk

NEW YORK: Iran rejected
a call Tuesday by three
European countries urging
it to refrain from any retal-
iatory attacks that would
further escalate regional
tensions. Iran calls it an
“excessive request.”

The leaders of Britain,
France and Germany in a
joint statement Monday
asked Iran and its allies to
refrain from retaliation for
the killing of Hamas politi-
cal leader Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran last month. Iran has
blamed Israel.

The European leaders
also endorsed the latest
push by mediators Qatar,
Egypt and the United
States to broker an agree-
ment to end the Israel-
Hamas war. Talks are ex-
pected to resume Thurs-
day. And they called for the
return of scores of hostages
held by Hamas and the “un-
fettered” delivery of hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza.

Mediators have spent
months trying to get the

sides to agree to a three-
phase plan in which Hamas
would release the remain-
ing hostages captured in its
Oct. 7 attack in exchange for
Palestinians imprisoned by
Israel, and Israel would
withdraw from Gaza.

After more than 10
months of fighting, the Pal-
estinian death toll is near-
ing 40,000 in Gaza, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry
there. Israel’s military says
Palestinian militants have
fired two rockets from the
Gaza Strip and one of them
landed in the sea off central
Israel. It says the other pro-
jectile did not cross into Is-
raeli territory.

Hamas’ armed wing
said it fired two rockets at
Tel Aviv, located on the
coast in central Israel.

Palestinian rocket fire
has dramatically quieted
during Israel’s 10-month
offensive in Gaza, which
was launched in response
to Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack
into Israel. The last rocket
attack on Tel Aviv was on

May 26.
Militants still launch

sporadic rocket and mortar
attacks near the border, but
nearly all the projectiles are
intercepted or fall in open
spaces without causing ca-
sualties or damage.

More than 200 pris-
oners are evacuated in Leba-
non amid concerns about
wider war Lebanese au-
thorities have evacuated
prisoners from police sta-
tions in Beirut’s southern
suburbs and southern Leba-
non to other parts of the
country out of concerns
about possible war with
Israel, judicial and security
officials say. The officials
say about 220 prisoners
were moved. It comes amid
concerns that the ongoing
exchange of cross-border
fire between Israeli troops
and members of the Leba-
non-based militant
Hezbollah group might ex-
pand after Israel killed a top
Hezbollah official last
month. Hezbollah has
vowed to retaliate.

US says it had no
role in ousting of

Bangladesh’s Hasina
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The
United States had no role in
ousting Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina,
who recently quit her posi-
tion and fled the South Asian
nation, the White House
said on Monday, calling al-
legations of US interference
“simply false.”“We have
had no involvement at all.
Any reports or rumors that
the United States govern-
ment was involved in these
events is simply false,”
White House spokesperson
Karine Jean-Pierre said at a
press briefing when asked
about reported claims of
U.S. involvement. A report
in the Economic Times
newspaper in India on Sun-
day had cited Hasina as ac-
cusing the U.S. of playing a
role in ousting her because

it wanted control over
Bangladesh’s Saint Martin
island in the Bay of Bengal.
The newspaper said Hasina
had conveyed that message to
it through her close associates.

Hasina’s son, Sajeeb
Wazed, in a post on X on
Sunday, said she never
made any such statement.

“We believe that the
Bangladeshi people should
determine the future of the
Bangladeshi government
and that’s where we
stand,” the White House
added. An interim govern-
ment in Bangladesh, led
by Nobel Peace laureate
Muhammad Yunus, was
sworn in on Thursday
with the aim of holding
elections in the Asian na-
tion. Bangladesh was en-
gulfed by demonstra-
tions.

House explosion
in Maryland kills
2 and damages
nearby homes

Monitoring Desk
BEL AIR: Two people
were killed and 12 families
displaced after a Maryland
house exploded Sunday
amid reports of a possible
gas leak, fire officials said.

Neighbors described
feeling and hearing the early
morning blast that damaged
a number of surrounding
houses in Bel Air, a town
about about 30 miles (50
kilometers) northeast of
Baltimore. Firefighters
were called to the area
around 6:40 a.m. for a re-
port of a gas leak and an
outdoor odor of gas, said
Oliver Alkire, a master
deputy with the State Fire
Marshal’s Office.

Alkire said that as
firefighters were ap-
proaching, they began re-
ceiving calls that the house
had exploded.

International News
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Pakistan was inevitable
By Prof Dr M
Yakub Mughul

The Muslims were a politi-
cal power in India for more
than one thousand years.
Muhammad Bin Qasim
conquered Sindh in 712 AD

tul-wida, last Friday of the
Holy month of Ramazan, a
day of rejoicing for all of us
wherever we may be in this
vast Sub-continent and for
the matter of that through-
out the world. Let the
Muslim congregations in

the Muslims in prevailing
conditions in India. He said:
“To my mind the new con-
stitution with its idea of a
single Indian Federation is
completely hopeless. A
separate federation of
Muslim provinces re-

be Acting Governor-Gen-
eral. Being aware of the par-
tiality of Mountbatten in
favour of the Indian Na-
tional Congress and his
leadership, the Quaid did
not want to take any risk.
There upon Mountbatten
said: “Do you realise what
this cost you?” Quaid-i-
Azam replied, “I may cost
several crores of rupees in
the assets.” Mountbatten
replied, “It may well cost
you the whole of yours as-
sets and the future of Paki-
stan.” Due to the opposi-
tion of Attlee, the Prime
Minister of UK, and Lord
Mountbatten for the parti-
tion of India and the par-
tiality to Congress leader-
ship later, and threat to Mr
Jinnah Pakistan was de-
prived of getting its due
share and Kashmir’s future
was left unsettled so that
Pakistan may not consoli-
date itself. While address-
ing the Constituent Assem-
bly of Pakistan on August
11, the Quaid had declared
that the partition of India
and the creation of Pakistan
was the only ‘solution’ of
the problem of India. ‘Any
idea of a United India could
never have worked and in
my judgment, it would have
led us to terrific disaster.’

The economic factor
and the fear of Hindus
domination also played a
vital role in the struggle for
separate homeland for the
Muslims of the sub-conti-
nent.

The Establishment of
Pakistan brought the great-
est responsibilities on the
shoulders of Quaid-i-
Azam, who was not only
the first ‘Governor-Gen-
eral of Pakistan but also at
the same time the Father of
Nation. Had to build the
newly born State, starting
from the scratch.’ At the
time of independence there

bye-elections in 1946 in
NWFP, which was under
the influence of the Con-
gress. No doubt, it was
Quaid’s efforts and belief
that made not only the Brit-
ish Government but also
the Hindu dominated Con-
gress agreed to the partition
and establishment of two
independent States in India,
one for the Muslims and
the other for Hindus. It was
also due to the competent
leadership of Mr Jinnah
that Baluchistan, which was
under the influence of
princely States and
Jagirdars, had given its ver-
dict for Pakistan. NWFP
too, which was under the
Congress rule had voted for
Pakistan. Hence, all Mus-
lim majority areas i e, Ben-
gal, Punjab, Sindh,
Baluchistan, and NWFP
voted for Pakistan and even
Muslim minority areas also
voted for Pakistan. This
was a great success of Mr
Jinnah. No doubt, the es-
tablishment of Pakistan is
an outcome of the efforts
of Quaid-i-Azam
Mohammad Ali Jinnah. His
own qualities, character,
knowledge, calibre, courage,
way of reasoning, decision
making, strength, persever-
ance, sense of honour and
integrity were proved his
weapons to crown him with
success.  The Quaid-i-
Azam was an indefatigable
political leader. It was due
to his honesty and sincere
approach that he was able
to carve out the sovereign
state of Pakistan, despite so
many obstacles and impedi-
ments in his way.

The Quaid-i-Azam
will be remembered in his-
tory as one of the few world
leaders who combined in
themselves many lofty
traits such as statesman-
ship, courage, sense of re-
sponsibility, integrity, for-

and since then Sindh be-
came the Gateway to Islam
in India. Shahabuddin
Muhammad Ghauri was
the first Muslim warrior
who was responsible for
the establishment of Mus-
lim rule in India. After the
defeat of Pirthvi Raj in the
second battle of Tarain in
1192, Sultan Mohammad
Ghauri appointed
Qutbuddin Aibak as his
Viceroy to consolidate his
empire. The last Muslim
dynasty, which ruled in In-
dia was the Mughul dy-
nasty. In 1857, the Mus-
lims lost the War of Inde-
pendence and last Mughul
Emperor, Bahadur Shah
Zafar, was deposed and
made prisoner, hence, the
Muslims became subjects
of British India. Thus, Hin-
dus got new masters and
the British needed for their
support, against the Mus-
lims, who favoured them in
every walk of life. For
about a century Indians re-
mained under the British
rule, who were not only de-
prived of their majority
provinces in all respects
but at the same time the
Muslims were treated as
second grade citizens. At
the time of partition of In-
dia, Pakistan inherited only
34 Industrial units out of
921. This shows that when
Pakistan was established,
these areas were extremely
backward economically and
we had to work very hard
to develop the country.

After a long struggle,
under the dynamic leader-
ship of Quaid-i-Azam, the
Muslims got a separate
homeland - Pakistan on Au-
gust 14, 1947. This day has,
therefore, a historical im-
portance, the day on which
the downtrodden Muslims
of the South Asia got a
place, where they could live
freely and mould their lives
accordance with the prin-
ciples of Quran and
Sunnah. On this day Paki-
stan emerged not only as the
biggest Muslim state of the
Islamic world but also as a
fifth largest country on the
world map. If Pakistan had
not been created, the Mus-
lims in India would have
remained there as a name-
less nation or a religious
minority. Pakistan is a great
gift of Allah, which came
into being on 27th Ramzan-
al-Mubarak, Yaum-al-
Juma, so that the Muslims
should bow before Allah for
this great favour of a sover-
eign state.

The Quaid, on the oc-
casion of Independence
Day, in his message to the
nation said: “It is with the
feelings of the greatest hap-
piness and emotion that I
send you my greetings.
August 14 is the birthday
of the independent and sov-
ereign state of Pakistan. It
marks the fulfillment of the
destiny of the Muslim na-
tion which made great sac-
rifices in the past few years
to have its homeland.” He
added: “Today is Jumma-

their thousands, in all the
mosques, bow in all humil-
ity before the Allah Al-
mighty and thank Him of
His eternal kindness and
generosity seeking His guid-
ance and assistance in the
task of making Pakistan to
a great state and themselves
into its worthy citizens”.

“Finally, let me tell
you, fellow citizens, Paki-
stan is a land of great po-
tential resources. But to
build it up into a country
worthy of the Muslim na-
tion we shall require every
once of energy that we pos-
sess and I am confident that
it will come from all whole-
heartedly. Pakistan
Zindabad”.

The British had fixed
June 1948 for granting in-
dependence to the sub-con-
tinent, but later, they hur-
riedly announced August
14, 1947 for the partition
of India in order to cripple
newly established country-
Pakistan and to create prob-
lems for it so that it could
not survive.

The Quaid-i-Azam at
first devotedly worked for
the cause of Hindu Muslim
Unity and spent most of
energies and efforts to-
wards its attainment. His
efforts were appreciated
and he was acknowledged
by the Hindu themselves as
“Ambassador of Hindu
Muslim Unity.” But the
force of emerging conditions
soon led the Muslims of the
Sub-continent to change
their outlook and adopt a
different course.

The Congress, like the
British, had always op-
posed the Muslims demand
for separate homeland and
preferred a unitary form of
government. This was
abundantly clear in the
Nehru report as well as in
the stand taken by the In-
dian National Congress at
the Round Table Confer-
ence. In both cases, it was
recommended that there
should be a unitary form of
government with maximum
powers vested to the cen-
tre. The problem with the
Congress leadership was
that it always itself to ex-
press the “of the nation”
without realising the force
of Muslim opinion op-
posed to its policies and
programmes. The Muslims
were not prepared to sub-
mit to a central government
with the Hindu majority
domination. They realised
that they will remain “per-
manent minority” and could
not hope for turning the ma-
jority rule in the opposite di-
rection. The more they saw
the powers vested in the cen-
tre, the more they feared it
must necessarily, in practice,
favour the Hindus, who
formed the bulk of the popu-
lation.

Allama Iqbal considered
Quaid-i-Azam as his mentor
and used to write him let-
ters on political issues. Iqbal
wrote a letter to the Quaid
on May 28, 1937 wherein
he discussed the future of

formed on the lines I have
suggested above, is the
only course by which we
can secure a peaceful India
and save Muslims from the
domination of non-Mus-
lims. Why should not the
Muslim of north-west In-
dia and Bengal be consid-
ered as a nation entitled to
self-determination just as
other nations in India and
outside India are? Person-
ally I think that the Mus-
lims of north-west India and
Bengal ought to ignore at
present the Muslim minor-
ity provinces. This is the
best course to adopt in the
interests of both Muslim
majority and minority
provinces.” Attlee the
Prime Minister of Great
Britain announced on Feb-
ruary 20, 1947 that trans-
fer of power to responsible
Indians not later than June
1948 would take place. It
was simultaneously an-
nounced that Wavell was
being recalled and replaced
by the Viscount

Mountbatten. Lord
Mountbatten arrived on
March 22, 1947 and he was
warmly welcomed by
Nehru. Lord Ismay had
warned his government that
this appointment was both
a collusive acts with Con-
gress and insult to the
Muslims.  After the deci-
sion of the British Govern-
ment, Mountbatten was
trying to become the com-
mon Governor-General of
India and Pakistan. He de-
sired that after partition he
should be the Governor-
General of both of the new
states.

In mid-May Nehru in-
vited Lord Mountbatten to
continue as Governor-Gen-
eral of the new India and he
immediately accepted the
offer. In a meeting with the
Quaid on July 2,1947 Lord
Mountbatten put forward
his proposal of a common
Governor-General. How-
ever, Quaid-i-Azam did not
agree with his proposal and
informed Mountbatten that
as all the Governors of the
provinces after the estab-
lishment of Pakistan would
still be British, as would be
commanders of each of
three armed services, the
Governor-General must be
a Pakistani to demonstrate
that the country was really
independent. Quaid-i-
Azam also rejected his idea
that Quaid-i-Azam should

was no administrative ma-
chinery to assume the day-
to-day official business.
Actually Pakistan was born
with a number of serious
disadvantages. In 1947, it
was not only, politically
and administratively back-
ward as compared to the
rest of India but also eco-
nomically the poorest part
of the British India. Its
economy was basically ru-
ral based.

The majority of its
population lived in the
countryside and three-
fourth of its GNP was con-
tributed by the agricultural
sector. The new country
did not have its own cur-
rency. Being basically agri-
cultural, the areas that in
1947 were set apart to form
the State of Pakistan did
not possess the institu-
tional infrastructure to sup-
port a modern economy. In
view of these handicaps, it
was not therefore surpris-
ing that few people re-
garded Pakistan as eco-
nomically not viable. The
Quaid-i-Azam rose as a
great Muslim leader in In-
dia. He galvanised and
united the scattered Indian
Muslims on the basis of
Muslim nationhood. He
categorically announced
that there were two nations
in India, Muslims and Hin-
dus. He gave Muslims a
destination in the form of a
separate Muslim State in
the Lahore Resolution,
adopted by Muslim League
on March 23, 1940.

The Quaid worked for
the development of the ar-
eas comprising of Pakistan.
He pressurised the British
Government to introduce
reforms in these areas. On
the other hand he made
Muslim League active in
every corner of India. Due
to his efforts, Muslim
League branch was estab-
lished in Baluchistan in
1939 and people of that
area not only became aware
of Muslim League but also
supported Pakistan de-
mand. Similarly under his
leadership, Muslim League
had also won all the four

wardness, and dedication
for the cause. He was a
great parliamentarian, his
logic unassailable. He was
unpurchaseable and had al-
ways the courage to say
what he considered was in
the interest of the Muslims
of the Sub-continent. The
problem of refugees and
their rehabilitation was the
most crucial, one, which
faced Pakistan at the time
of its creation. Over one
million Muslims were killed
ruthlessly. Nearly over
twelve million Muslims had
been forcibly driven from
Indian territories into Paki-
stan. Mass killing of Mus-
lims and mass exodus was
maliciously designed to
cripple the newly estab-
lished Muslim State of Pa-
kistan.  Quaid-i-Azam met
this challenge with courage
and determination. He
moved his headquarter to
Lahore to give his personal
attention to the problems
of refugees. Quaid-i-Azam
Relief fund was created in
which rich and wealthy citi-
zens of Pakistan were asked
to donate generously for the
rehabilitation of the refu-
gees.

Lord Mountbatten
wanted to weaken Paki-
stan. He, therefore, influ-
enced Radcliff to award
Muslim majority Tahsils
of Pathan Kot and
Gurdaspur to India to pro-
vide land route to her to
send its army to Kashmir.
One of the major prob-
lems, which the Govern-
ment of Pakistan had to
deal with, was that of fi-
nance. After partition the
assets were to be distrib-
uted between the two
countries as per agreed
formula. But the Indian
Government delayed the
payment of Pakistan’s
share of assets with the
intention to create as much
disorder as possible and
aggravate the economic cri-
ses in Pakistan. The fi-
nances of the country,
however, were so carefully
and efficiently managed by
the Government of Paki-
stan under the leader.

Independence Day:

A day to commemorate matchless
sacrifices of freedom fighters

By Taj Nabi Khan

Every year, Independence
Day of Pakistan is cel-
ebrated across the country
and around the globe by Pa-
kistani diasporas and in Pa-
kistani missions abroad
with patriotic zeal and zest
to commemorate the match-
less sacrifices of freedom
fighters whose consistent
efforts have placed Paki-

in British India.
Thus Pakistan gained

independence from the Brit-
ish rule on 14th August,
1947.Independence Day is
a public holiday; therefore,
the public is free to roam
around and celebrate the
day. They visit the national
monuments and places of
national significance recre-
ational spots to mark the
holiday.

This is also the time to

meet friends and relatives
and exchange gifts with
each other to celebrate the
day.Pakistan’s Indepen-
dence Day pays homage to
the national heroes who de-
voted their lives for
Pakistan’s freedom move-
ment.

They had made efforts
to materialize the dream of
an independent Muslim
state. Moreover, events
such as special theatre
shows, national song com-
petitions, concerts, and In-
dependence Day pageants
are held while radio and tele-
vision stations broadcast
national songs.

Talking to APP, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf Sena-
tor Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj
Roghani said that indepen-
dence movement was a long
journey of struggle and sac-
rifices, adding that it was
not easy even to imagine a
free and sovereign Muslim
state in the subcontinent
under the British Raj.

She said, “Only those
know the real worth of free-
dom who are aware of the
conditions of people living
in colonies and occupied
territories as slaves and sec-
ond class citizens.” Each
citizen is representing Pa-
kistan in one way or the
other, therefore, it is a must
to bring a positive change
at individual level, she
added.Dean Faculty of So-

stan on map of the world
on 14th August 1947.

The day is not only an
occasion to promote patrio-
tism and national unity. But
it is also the time to create
awareness among the new
generations about the sac-
rifices of the heroes of Pa-
kistan Movement who ren-
dered their lives for creation
of a separate homeland for
the Muslims of the subcon-
tinent.

During the partition,
more than 14 million people
had crossed borders be-
tween Pakistan and India
while each one of them had
an untold story of his own.
Therefore, on this day,
homage is paid to all those
people who had lost their
lives during the migration
and riots in 1947 as well as
the political figures, free-
dom fighters, poets and art-
ists. There was a growing
demand for an independent
Muslim state in the subcon-
tinent. Consequently, the
All India Muslim League
was founded on December
30, 1906 while Allama
Muhammad Iqbal pre-
sented the idea of a sepa-
rate Muslim state consisted
of geographically Muslim
majority areas in the sub-
continent in 1930. After-
wards, in 1940, the Paki-
stan Resolution was passed
in Lahore demanding
greater Muslim autonomy

cial Sciences, National Uni-
versity of Modern Lan-
guages (NUML), Dr Shahid
Siddiqui while talking to
APP said, “14th August is
celebrated as Independence
Day to remember the
achievement and sacrifices
of the heroes of Pakistan
freedom movement but at
the same time we should
not forget our responsibili-
ties to sustain it at high es-
teem among the comity of

nations.”
The country is lucky to

have a larger portion of young-
sters — they need to concen-
trate on their education and
equip themselves with inno-
vative, creative and critical
thinking to catch the pace of
21st century, he added.Dr
Farruk Nadeem, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Languages and Literature, In-
ternational Islamic University,
Islamabad (IIUI) said, “There
is a need to create understand-
ing amongst the youngster
about the true spirit of
decolonization, freedom
movement, and individual lib-
erty in the democratic coun-
try.” He said that people
should celebrate the day with
love and respect to the
people who had given sacri-
fices for the country.Dr
Shahid Hussain, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication, Allama Iqbal
Open University while talk-
ing to the agency said that
each and every citizen can
make productive contribu-
tions to the wellbeing of the
country. He urged the youth
to plant at least one tree on
the day to safeguard the fu-
ture of the coming generation
from environmental degrada-
tion. “Our forefathers have
sacrificed their tomorrow for
our today” on which the com-
ing generations need to be
educated, he added.

Pakistan moves towards
achieving goals of its creation
The nation will reaffirm its
commitment on 76th  Inde-
pendence Day to fully re-
alize the sublime goals, set
out by its founding father
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah

more than seven de-
cades ago on Pakistan’s his-
toric emergence.

The founder had envi-
sioned a peaceful, progres-
sive and prosperous state,
taking due care of masses,
especially the poor, and
where all citizens are equal
in rights, dignity and self-
respect.

Pakistan came into be-
ing on August 14, 1947, un-
der its leaders’ philosophy
of an independent state for
Muslims, commonly
known as a two-nation
theory.

Muslims in the sub-
continent were facing un-
told misery and disgrace at
the hands of British rulers
and their Hindu partners,
coupled with growing so-

cial and economic disparity
between the two nations.
They were also victims of
poverty and economic de-
pravity.

Over the years, the
two-nation theory has
proven correct because all
minorities living in India are
still leading miserable life
by all means under the
dominance of extremist
Hindus. “Hindus and Mus-
lims belong to two differ-
ent religious philosophies,
social customs and literary
traditions. They neither in-
termarry, nor eat together,
and indeed they belong to
two different civilizations
which are based mainly on
conflicting ideas and con-
ceptions,” the Quaid said
in his presidential address
to All-India Muslim
League’s Lahore session on
March 22, 1940.

On August 11, 1947,
Father of the Nation in his
presidential address to the
Constituent Assembly of

Pakistan said : “If we want
to make this great State of
Pakistan happy and pros-
perous, we should wholly
and solely concentrate on
the well-being of the
people, and especially of
the masses and the poor.”

On another occasion
during his ‘broadcast talk’
to the people of Australia
on February 19, 1948, he
said: “We follow the
teachings of Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him). We are mem-
bers of the brotherhood of
Islam in which all are equal
in rights, dignity and self-
respect.

Consequently, we
have a special and very
deep sense of unity.”

The incumbent gov-
ernment of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
striven to move forward on
the right path, with top
leadership pledging to ful-
fill the task of revamping
and reshap.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet Meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Information Ms. Ambreen Jan accompanied by the
participants of the Painting Competition and Exhibition cutting cake to com-
memorate 78th Independence Day of Pakistan organized by Directorate of
Electronic Media and Publications.

ISLAMABAD: An illuminated view of Prime Minister Secretariat building
decorated with colorful lights for celebrate Independence Day 14th August,
in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD:Planning Minister Ahsan Iqbal presenting keynote address
during Istehkam-e-Pakistan National Seminar organized by International
Islamic University Islamabad at Faisal Mosque Campus

ISLAMABAD: Vendor displaying national flags and
other items to attract the customer’s in prepara-
tion of Independence Day celebration of Pakistan.

Empowering women imperative for
achieving economic growth: Gilani

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani Tues-
day said that empowering
women to take leadership
roles in climate action will
lead to more innovative and
comprehensive solutions,
driving progress in environ-
mental conservation and
sustainability.

“The impacts of ris-
ing temperatures, erratic
weather patterns, and natu-
ral disasters disproportion-
ately affect women and
marginalized communities
and it is imperative that re-
sponse to these challenges
is inclusive, equitable, and
transformative” he ex-
pressed these views at a

holders for organizing such
a significant and impactful
conference on an issue that
resonates deeply with our
national and regional priori-
ties.

The diverse gathering
of parliamentarians from
Cambodia, Egypt, Japan,
Jordan, Indonesia, Iraq, Lao
PDR, the Maldives,
Mongolia, Nepal, Thai-
land, Vietnam and
Turkmenistan is a testa-
ment to Pakistan shared
commitment to addressing
the critical issues of climate
change, green economy,
gender equality and sustain-
able development.

He also admired dedi-
cation to integrating gender

sustainability.
He said that women,

who make up nearly half of
the country’s population,
have always been key play-
ers in managing natural re-
sources and advocating for
sustainable practices.

He said that transition
to a green economy is in-
evitable and prudent to re-
duce environmental risks
and empowering women
within this framework is of
paramount importance.

Quoting the former
Prime Minister Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto,
“A society where women
are marginalized is a soci-
ety that cannot reach its full
potential”, he said.

reception hosted in honor
of the delegation of Asian
Forum of Parliamentarians
on Population and Devel-
opment (AFPPD).

The delegation was
led by Secretary General of
AFPPD Dr. Jeth
Sirathranout. He felicitated
Romina Khurshid Alam,
Coordinator to Prime Min-
ister on Climate Change
and Environmental Coordi-
nation, the Ministry, Asian
Forum of Parliamentarians
on Population and Devel-
opment, and all the stake-

perspectives into environ-
mental and economic poli-
cies, which would help
build a sustainable and in-
clusive future for our
peoples. “Pakistan, like
many of our neighboring
countries, faces significant
vulnerabilities to climate
change”, he added.

The Chairman ob-
served that empowering
women is not only a matter
of social justice but also a
strategic imperative for
achieving economic growth
and environmental

He said that women
bring unique perspectives
and solutions to national
challenges and their repre-
sentation in decision-mak-
ing processes is vital.

He specifically ac-
knowledged the role of
Mohtarma Fatima Jinnah,
Begum Rana Liaquat Ali
Khan, Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, Justice
Ayesha Malik, and late
Asma Jahangir for their con-
tribution in the fields of
democracy, women’s rights,
social justice and equality.

All stakeholders to be taken on board for resolving issues of province:

Balochistan close to heart of PM and federal govt,
measures to be taken to address issues: Ishaq Dar

Chief Minister says strong relation of trust can be established between state & general public,
reforms being brought for improving governance being top priority of provincial government

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Deputy
Prime Minister Muhammad
Ishaq Dar has stated that
Balochistan is close to the
heart of Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif
and the federal government and
as such steps would be
taken to resolve the issues
being faced by the province
and it’s people. He said that
it is necessary that
Balochistan gets it’s genu-
ine rights. He said that eco-
nomic situation of the coun-
try is surely hard but it is
not disappointing. He said
that the future of Pakistan
is bright and this country
has come into being for ever.

The Deputy Prime
Minister was presiding over
the meeting about the law

and order situation and de-
velopment projects in
Balochistan here at the
Chief Minister secretariat
on Tuesday. Also present in
the meeting were the
Speaker National Assembly,
Sardar Muhammad Ayaz
Sadiq, Chief Minister, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, Fed-
eral Minister for Trade, Jam
Kamal Khan, Member Na-
tional Assembly, Mir Ejaz
Jhakrani, provincial minis-
ters and other senior high
ups.

The Chief Minister
shed light on the develop-
ment projects and law and
order situation in the prov-
ince.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
said that improvement in

health and education is in-
cluded in the top priority
of the provincial govern-
ment.

He said that reforms are
being brought for improve-
ment in governance in dif-
ferent sectors.

He said that we think
that the strong relation of
trust between the state and
people can be established.
He mentioned that the
scholarship programme has
been started in 200 higher
universities for the Ph.D
science students.

Besides, the special
Scholarship programme is
being introduced for the
underprivileged segments of
the society including mi-
norities and transgenders.

The Chief Minister

said that the issues of the
province associated with
the backwardness can be
resolved through equal de-
velopment.

He said that the release
of funds happens to be
very limited for the devel-
opment funds approved
from the federation.

If the proportion of
funds remain same then
completion of federal
funded development
projects would not be pos-
sible.

He insisted that the
strong determination and
practical steps of the fed-
eral government are unavoid-
able to bring the province at
par of other provinces.

The Deputy Prime
Minister said that the coun-
try is facing economic hard-

ships for time being, but we
would put the country on
path of sustainable develop-
ment.

He also said that com-
prehensive roadmap is be-
ing prepared for the long
term planning. He said that
all the stakeholders would
be taken on board for re-
solving the issues of
Balochistan.

He assured every pos-
sible cooperation to resolve
the issues of province be-
sides it’s development.

Addressing the meeting,
the Speaker National As-
sembly said that the Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif would con-
sult the stakeholders for
resolution of the issues by
paying detailed visit to the
province soon.

Opposition evolves
plan to give tough

time to government
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Opposition has
evolved a plan to give
tough time to govern-
ment. According to
sources opposition
held a meeting here to
review overall situa-
tion of the country.

The meeting was
attended by Mehmood
Khan Achakzai, chair-
man Tehreek-e-
T a h a f f a z - A y e e n ,
Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, head of JUI-F,
Chairman PTI Gohar

Ali Khan, Asad Qaisar,
Umar Ayoub and oth-
ers. The sources said
the recent decision of
Supreme Court (SC)
was discussed in de-
tails in the meeting and
the decision was taken
to give tough time to
government.

Sources  sa id PTI
leaders  heard com-
pla ints  o f  Maula na
Fazlur Rehman.

Mehmood Khan
Achakzai advised to
take all alongside them.

Governor GB, ambassadors
term FDI essential for

promoting tourism in GB
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Gilgit-Baltistan,
Syed Mehdi Shah, foreign
ambassadors and business
leaders declared Foreign
Direct  Investment (FDI)
as essential for the promo-
tion of tourism in Gilgit-
Baltistan and also to ex-
plore the new potential of
indigenous culture of Pa-
kistan.

On this occasion, they
said that Gilgit Balitsan is
the Jewels of Pakistan,
where there is full poten-
tial of all major forms of
tourism including tradi-
tional, agricultural, medical
and cultural tourism,
which can attract the for-
eign tourists with its
unique indigenous culture
and real heritage of Paki-
stan.

Meanwhile addressing
the Pre- Tourism summit
session and luncheon
hosted, by President
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, Governor
Gilgit-Baltistan, Syed
Mehdi Shah said that the
promotion of tourism in
Gilgit-Baltistan is the top
priority of the provincial
government and Islam
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry has taken an piv-
otal step in the Gilgit-
Baltistan region by orga-
nizing the Tourism Sum-
mit.

Governor GB said that
Islamabad Chamber of

Commerce President
Ahsan Bakhtavari is a
young and dynamic busi-
ness leader whose efforts
for this region of GB will
always be remembered.

He said that last year a
direct flight started from
Dubai to Pakistan, which
should now also start from
China, Iran, Azerbaijan and
Central Asian states.

Meanwhile, while
speaking on the occasion,
the European Union Am-
bassador, Dr Riina Kionka
said that the European
Union is committed to
start many projects for the
promotion of tourism and
energy projects in GB.

The Ambassador said
that Gilgit-Baltistan is
one of the most famous
regions of Pakistan for
tourism, which has its
own indigenous culture,
which can create a soft im-
age of Pakistan in front of
the world.

She said that by in-
creasing tourism facili-
ties in Gilgit-Baltistan,
this region can be made
a center of international
tourism.

Meanwhile , the am-
bassador of Egypt to Pa-
kistan , Ihab Abdel Hamid
Hasan praised the steps
taken by Islam Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
for the promotion of tour-
ism in Pakistan and said
that Gilgit-Baltistan is one
of the most beautiful re-
gions of the world.

Chinese envoy felicitate
Pakistani nation on 77th

Independence Day

Pakistan urges boosting of Africa’s
representation within UNSC to

address historical injustice

AJK PM greets
Pakistani

Nation on 77th
Independence

Day
MIRPUR-AJK (APP):
Azad Jammu & Kashmir
(AJK) Prime Minister
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq on
Tuesday extended warm
felicitations to the Paki-
stani nation on the 77th
founding anniversary of
Pakistan.

In a statement, the AJK
premier praised the wise
and selfless leadership of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah who
played a crucial role in the
establishment of Pakistan
on August 14, 1947.

He termed the day as a
historic milestone in the
struggle for a separate
homeland for Muslims in
the subcontinent.

The AJK premier also
lauded the indomitable role
of Quaid-e-Azam in unit-
ing Muslims under the ban-
ner of Muslim League
which ultimately led to the
creation of Pakistan despite
fierce opposition.

He reiterated Pakistan’s
unwavering support to
Kashmiris in their struggle
for self-determination and
expressed hope that the
people of Indian-occupied
Kashmir would soon
achieve their goal of free-
dom.

The AJK PM also an-
nounced that Kashmiris on
both sides of the LoC would
celebrate Pakistan’s Inde-
pendence Day with joy and
observe India’s Indepen-
dence Day as a black day.

CM visits Olympian Arshad’s house in
Mian Channu, presents Rs 100m cheque

Islamabad Police devise
foolproof security plan for

Independence Day celebrations

Two terrorists
killed as search
operation starts

in Mastung
Independent Report

QUETTA: Two terror-
ists were killed dur-
ing search operation
s t a r t e d  a g a in s t
the  terror is ts  fol-
lowing terrorist at-
tack at the vehicle of
Deputy Commis-
sioner Panjgur in
Mastung area on
Tuesday.

The sources of
Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD)
informed that the
search operation was
started against ter-
rorists in Mastung.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): :Pakistan has called
for rectifying historical in-
justices by enhancing the
representation of Africa
within the UN Security
Council as part of the re-
form process to make the
15-member body more ef-
fective, inclusive and ac-
countable to combat the
growing challenges.

“We acknowledge the
historic injustice against
Africa – its occupation,
oppression and exploitation
– and in the structure of the
Security Council of the
other international institu-
tions,” Ambassador Munir
Akram, permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the
UN, told  the Council.

The Pakistani envoy
was speaking at a high-level

debate on addressing the
historical injustice and en-
hancing Africa’s effective
representation on the Secu-
rity Council, convened by
Sierra Leone, the Council
President for the month of
August.

The Security Council is
currently composed of five
permanent members—Brit-
ain, China, France, Russia
and the United States—and
10 non-permanent mem-
bers elected to serve for two
years.

Pakistan, he said,
agrees that Africa’s demand,
set out in the  “Ezulwini
Consensus” for equitable
representation of the region
of Africa, stressing that it
is critically different from
the demand of four States—
India, Brazil, Germany and

Japan—who are campaign-
ing for permanent member-
ship of the Security Coun-
cil for “themselves”.

“The demands of Africa
for regional seats are de-
signed to rectify injustice
not to exacerbate injustice,”
Ambassador Akram said,
noting that Council’s struc-
ture reflects the 1945 power
realities.

The Pakistani envoy
proposed the creation of
“special regional seats” to
enhance equitable geo-
graphical representation,
suggesting that these seats
could be rotated among
member states within the
region or even represented
by regional organizations
like the African Union, the
European Union, the Arab
League, and the OIC.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif visited Olym-
pian Arshad Nadeem’s
house in a neighbouring vil-
lage of Mian Channu on
Tuesday, and presented a
cheque worth Rs 100 mil-
lion and a key of Honda
Civic car registered with
special number ‘PAK
92.97’. he CM also gave a
cheque worth Rs 5 million
to his coach Salman Iqbal
Butt, and congratulated his
coach and teacher, said a
handout issued here.

CM Maryam Nawaz
hugged and congratulated
Arshad Nadeem’s mother

Razia Parveen on reaching
his house. She was warmly
welcomed by Olympian
Arshad Nadeem and his
family on her arrival in their
village 101-15L.

The CM made Arshad
Nadeem’s mother sit with
her and talked to her for a
long. She went inside the
house and met Arshad
Nadeem’s family and con-
gratulated them on his re-
markable victory in the
Olympics. She also took
photos and selfies with his
family.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz said Arshad
Nadeem has brought unprec-

edented happiness to the
nation.

Olympian Arshad
Nadeem and his parents
termed the arrival of the
Chief Minister to their
house a great honour. Olym-
pian Arshad Nadeem remi-
nisced about his Olympics
memories and shared his efforts
with the Chief Minister.

Senior Provincial Min-
ister Marriyum Aurangzeb,
Sports Minister Faisal Ayub
Khokhar, Special Assistant
Zeeshan Malik, MPA Sania
Ashiq, Amir Hayat Haraj
and Pir Aslam Bodla ac-
companied Madam Chief
Minister.

KARACHI (APP): The
Acting Consul General of
People’s Republic of China
Zhang Hao, extending fe-
licitations to Pakistani na-
tion on 77th Independence
Day on Tuesday vowed to
gear up efforts for strength-
ening the bonds of friend-
ship and strategic partner-
ship between both the na-
tions.

The Chinese envoy, in
his message on the auspi-
cious occasion of the 77th
Independence Day of Pa-
kistan, conveyed on be-
half of the Chinese Con-
sulate General in Karachi,
sincerest congratulations
to the Pakistani people
both at home and abroad.

“Throughout these 77
years, Pakistan has dem-
onstrated unwavering de-
termination and diligent ef-
forts, achieving remark-
able progress and mile-
stones in its nation-build-
ing and development en-
deavors,” he said and
added, “Today, Pakistan
stands as a pivotal force
and a significant contribu-
tor to the peace, stability,
and prosperity of the re-
gion and the global com-
munity.”

He stated that China-
Pakistan friendship has
been forged through the
test of time and remains
steadfast. Following Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
successful visit to China,
both nations have reaf-
firmed their commitment
to elevating the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) to a higher stan-
dard of quality and to fos-
tering a closer China-Pa-
kistan community with a
shared future in this new
era, the CG observed.

Expressing eagerness
on part of the Consulate
General for collaborat-
ing closely with Paki-
stani counterparts, he
vowed for redoubling
th e i r  e f fo r t s  t o
strengthen the bonds of
friendship and the all-
weather strategic partner-
ship that exists between
the two nations.

Zhang Hao prayed
that the people of Paki-
stan continue to enjoy
peace and  prosper i ty
and the enduring friend-
ship between China and
Pakistan  f lour ish and
prosper for generations to
come.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Following
the special directions of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, in preparation
for the upcoming Indepen-
dence Day celebrations, the
Islamabad Police has rolled
out a comprehensive secu-
rity and traffic plan to en-
sure the safety and conve-
nience of citizens.

He said that, a special
security arrangement in-
volving over 3000 police
officers has been put in
place to maintain peace and
tranquility during the Inde-
pendence Day in the fed-
eral capital.

Additionally, traffic
police officials will dili-
gently manage the flow of
vehicular movement to
guarantee the smooth pas-
sage of traffic in Islamabad.

DIG Islamabad Syed
Ali Raza expressed the
commitment of the
Islamabad Police to ensur-
ing the highest standards of

safety and order during this
important national occa-
sion.

Senior officers will be
actively present in the field,
overseeing law enforcement
and traffic management op-
erations, he added. In order
to prevent any disturbances
to the celebrations, special
checkpoints will be estab-
lished, and heightened se-
curity will be maintained in
key areas.

As part of the proac-
tive security measures, spe-
cialized units including the
CTD, Dolphin force will be
conducting mobile patrols
to ensure the safety of citi-
zens and visitors. Addition-
ally, special teams have
been deployed to patrol
parks and public spaces to
create a secure environment
for families.

DIG Islamabad Syed
Ali Raza said that, the
Islamabad Police is unwa-
vering in its commitment to
curbing lawlessness and
criminal activities.

JI Ameer accuses
PML-N, PPP of
abusing power.

KARACHI (INP):  Jamaat-
e-Islami (JI)  Ameer Hafiz
Naeem on Tuesday cau-
tioned the government
against reneging on promises
made with the JI at the end
of the sit-in, adding that his
party had started a count-
down. The JI Ammer ac-
cused the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) of abus-
ing power. During a press
conference at Karachi, JI emir
said that the rulers were en-
joying all the privileges while
depriving the people of even
the basic rights and bom-
barding them with endless
taxes on everything.


