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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting regarding Pak-
China cooperation.

QUETTA: Chairman Balochistan Peace Forum
Nawabzada Haji Lashkari Raisani addressing a
seminar

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sharif and President PML-
N Muhammad Nawaz Sharif being briefed about Chief Minister Solar Panel
Financing Scheme during a meeting

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Population Welfare Hadia Nawaz and
Secretary Population Welfare Balochistan Abdullah Khan participating in a
walk on eve of World Population Day

LORALAI: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti offering
Dua after inaugurating Pathan Kot Valley Park. MPA Haji Muhammad Khan
Toor Utmankhail, Parliamentary Secretary Barkat Rind and Chief Secre-
tary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan are also present

ISLAMABAD: Minister of Housing and Works
Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada chairing a meeting

PM orders speedy implementation
of bilateral agreements with China

JUI-F chief claims PTI ready
to step down from assemblies,

dissolve KP legislature
Maulana Fazal says PTI assured him of stepping down

from assemblies to force govt into snap elections

KP govt to form commission
for probe into Bannu incident

Reserved seats case

Qazi Faiz in favor of
canceling vacations for

hearing review applications

Spokesperson says:

Pak Mission in
Bangladesh in
contact with

students
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s mission in
Dhaka, Bangladesh was in
contact with all the Paki-
stani students who were
safe and accommodated at
safe locations.

“DHM has visited
Chittagong to meet the
students there as well. All
students are safe,” the
Foreign Office spokesper-
son on Saturday posted
on X account.

The High Commission
had accommodated stu-
dents at safe locations
which included the High
Commission premises,
Ambassador’s residence
and some other safe loca-
tions, it  was further
added.

Sheila Jackson Lee,
head of Pakistan

caucus in US
Congress dies

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Sheila Jackson Lee, who
was the founder and co-
chair of the Pakistan Cau-
cus in the US Congress,
died on late Friday at the
age of 74 after battling pan-
creatic cancer.

According to her fam-
ily sources, Sheila Jackson
Lee, a member of Congress
from the state of Texas, was
suffering from cancer for a
long time, private news
channels reported.

“Today, with incredible
grief for our loss yet deep
gratitude for the life she
shared with us, we an-
nounce the passing of
United States Representa-
tive Sheila Jackson Lee
of the 18th Congressional
District o f  Texas ,”

At UN
Pakistan pushes for preventing

any state from dominating
regional peace organizations

Nawaz admits power bills
unaffordable for everyone,

laments state of affairs
PML-N president orders PM Shehbaz-led

administration “to do everything to
provide relief to the masses”

Mutfi Taqi Usmani urges nation
to break free from western

slavery, IMF dragnet
KARACHI (INP): Notable Islamic Scholar, Mufti Taqi
Usmani said on Saturday that the nation would have to
set itself free from the shackles of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) and western civilisation.

Speaking at a ceremony, he said that every child was
indebted to the IMF, bemoaning that Pakistanis had just
become ‘slaves’ to the IMF as ‘we don’t have any other
choice except complying with their demands.”

He further said that the Islamic law couldn’t be im-
posed in Pakistan during these circumstances.

Talking about the economy, Usmani urged the nation
to give up on using imported products, instead, he stressed
the need to increase the exports for reviving the economy.
He called for abandoning the interest in financial mat-
ters.

“Traders can compel any government to alter its de-
cisions as they act as the jugular vein of any country,” he
remarked.

“We couldn’t extend railway tracks after partition.
We couldn’t even construct a road en route to the Lake
Saiful Malook,” he deplored.

9th polio case
of 2024
reported

QUETTA (INP):  The po-
lio virus has been detected
in 18-month-old boy in the
Zhob district of
Balochistan, taking the to-
tal number of reported po-
lio cases in the country to
nine in 2024.

According to the detail,
the child in the Hassan Zai
Urban area of Zhob district
was diagnosed with polio
virus, with symptoms ap-
pearing on June 28.

PM’s Coordinator on
Health Dr. Malik Mukhtar
Ahmed said that the genetic
testing of the virus is still
underway.

He confirmed that so far
nine children in the coun-
try have been affected by
polio in the current, with
seven cases reported only
from Balochistan.

Ceremony organized on
occasion of World

Population Day in Quetta

PM hails ICJ
Advisory Opinion
on Israel’s policies

in Occupied
Palestine

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday wel-
comed the historic Interna-
tional Court of Justice
(ICJ) Advisory Opinion on
Israel’s policies in Occupied
Palestinian Territory.

“The ICJ ruling that
Israel must end its occupa-
tion & illegal settlements is
vindication of the legitimate
struggle of the brave Pales-
tinian people,” the prime
minister wrote on his offi-
cial X handle.

He urged the interna-
tional community and
United Nations to imple-
ment the ruling, ensuring
Palestinian self-determina-
tion through a two state
solution in line with rel-
evant UN resolutions.

“Proud that Pakistan
contributed to the case,
demonstrating our unwaver-
ing commitment to the Pales-
tinian cause,” he added.

Imran rules out talks with
PPP on no-confidence motion

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday directed the concerned au-
thorities to expedite the process of implementing the
agreements and Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs)
made with the Chinese government and companies, say-
ing that delay in implementation of the agreements would
not be tolerated.

China is a time tested friend of Pakistan who helped
Pakistan in every hour of need, the prime minister said
while chairing a review meeting regarding Pak-China co-
operation here at PM House.

He said that the Chinese leadership was determined
to further expand investment in Pakistan.

The prime minister pointed out that the transfer of
the Chinese industry to Pakistan would help improving
the country’s overall economy, increasing Pakistan’s ex-
ports and creating new employment opportunities.

During the meeting, the prime minister was briefed
on progress of different projects that were launched with
the Chinese cooperation.

The prime minister was told that Sukkur-Hyderabad
Motorway would be completed through Public Private
Partnership.

It was informed that the plan to send 1,000 students
for modern agricultural vocational training at government
expense had been completed.

The first batch of students was being sent to China at
the beginning of this academic year while the the next
batch would be sent to the Chinese modern agricultural
universities after learning Chinese in Pakistan.

Furthermore, the meeting was informed that the plan
to transfer the power plants running on imported coal to
local coal was also in the final stages.

As regards business and investment opportunities in
Pakistan, a road show was being organized in Beijing
with the cooperation of China.

A comprehensive road map was presented to the
meeting regarding the transfer of Chinese industries in
Pakistan.

It was informed in the meeting that the Chinese tex-
tile, medical and surgical equipment, plastic and leather
industries will be partnered with Chinese companies to
move to Pakistan.

“78 Pakistani companies have initially expressed
deep interest in cooperation for the transfer of Chinese
industries to Pakistan,” the meeting was informed.

PESHAWAR (INP):  The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment on Saturday an-
nounced the formation of a
commission for a “transpar-
ent” investigation into the
outbreak of violence at a
peace rally in Bannu a day
earlier, the provincial
spokesperson said.

At least one person was
killed and 22 others were
injured when gunfire caused
a stampede at a march in
Bannu city on Friday. The
gathering was attended by
thousands who were de-
manding security in the dis-
trict. The peace rally,
organised by local traders
and political parties, saw
participants waving white
flags as symbols of peace.

The violence was con-
demned by activists and
rights organisations, who
claimed that the death toll
was much higher than re-
ported.

Meanwhile, the PTI
core committee strongly

condemned the violence in
Bannu and “directed” its
provincial government in KP
to hold a transparent inquiry
and punish those involved
in the deaths of innocent
people. In a statement on X
today, KP government
spokesperson Barrister
Mohammad Ali Saif said the
situation in Bannu was un-
der control while security
was on high alert in “sensi-
tive areas”.  He further stated
that KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur had an-
nounced the formation of a
commission to probe the
incident. “The commission
will conduct an impartial inves-
tigation and submit a report.
Legal action will be taken
after determining the role of
the accused,” Saif said.

He also requested the
public to exercise extreme
caution in the wake of the “ris-
ing wave of terrorism”, adding
that anti-state elements should
not be given a chance to spoil
peace in the province.

QUETTA (APP): A cer-
emony was held at Regional
Training Center Quetta on
the occasion of World
Population Day.

Addressing at the cer-
emony as  ch ief  gu est ,
Pa r l i amentary Secre-
tary for the Department
of Population Welfare
Hadiya Nawaz congratu-
lated the participants of the
event and said that the
Government o f
Balochistan was provid-
ing reliable and free fam-
ily planning facili ties
throughout the province
by the Department of
Population Welfare.

She said that all pos-
sible resources were being
utilized to expand the cov-
erage of family planning

services, facilities were be-
ing provided to men along
with women so that the
dream of a balanced family
could be realized.

Secretary Population
Welfare Department
Abdullah Khan while ad-
dressing the participants of
the event as chief guest said
that providing the same
amount of resources ac-
cording to the increase in
population has become a
big challenge for every
country.

he said that Balochistan
was currently faced with
the challenges of increasing
population, family plan-
ning, increasing child birth
and lack of health facilities
due to increasing popula-
tion.

Monitoring Desk
LAHORE: Criticising the
decisions of the previous
rulers, ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz
Sharif said Saturday that
the country “is not being
treated well which was
achieving development
goals and got rid of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF)”.

“Justice is offered to a
man roaming in the street,”
said Nawaz who stepped
down as prime minister in
2017 after the Supreme
Court disqualified him for

not declaring a receivable
salary.

“What is the need [of
such decisions] which in-
creased sufferings of this
country,” the former pre-
mier questioned, lamenting
that the country was suc-
cessfully achieving the
milestones of development
and prosperity before his
ouster from power.

He made the statement
while chairing a high-level
session alongside Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz to review matters

Continued on page 2

Murtaza whose members
include Maulana Lutfur
Rehman, Mufti Fazal
Ghafoor, Aslam Ghauri and
Maulana Amjad to hold
talks with the Imran Khan-
founded party.

The cleric, while talk-
ing to journalists in
Islamabad today, said that
the former ruling party as-
sured him of stepping
down from the assemblies
and dissolving the KP As-
sembly.

“The JUI-F committee
will finalise the future strat-
egy after holding consulta-

tions with the PTI.”
However, speaking to

Geo News, PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
rejected the JUI-F
supremo’s claims that his
party had agreed to resign
from assemblies.

“We have neither held
any consultations with
Maulana Fazl regarding res-
ignations or dissolution of
the assemblies nor had any
decision in this regard,” the
PTI chief added.

In the  interaction,

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: After form-
ing a committee to hold dia-
logue with the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman on Satur-
day claimed that the em-
battled party agreed to step
down from the assemblies
and dissolve the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) legisla-
ture to force the government
into elections.

The religio-political
party constituted a commit-
tee headed by Kamran Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The important points of
the meeting of the 17th ses-
sion of the Practice and Pro-
cedures Committee for
scheduling cases hearing in
the Supreme Court have
been released.

A three-member prac-
tice and procedure commit-
tee including Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah and Jus-
tice Muneeb Akhtar was
held under the chairmanship
of Chief Justice Qazi Faiz
Isa on Saturday. In which im-
portant cases filed in the Su-
preme Court were reviewed

Chief Justice Qazi Faiz
is in favor of canceling va-
cations for hearing review
applications regarding Ver-
dict in Reserved Seats Case,
and he has said that the right
to review has been given by
the Constitution.

The comfort and con-
venience of the judges
should not be given prior-
ity on the constitution; it
would be unfair if the revi-
sion case is not fixed for
hearing immediately.

The Chief Justice dis-
agreed with the majority de-
cision, while Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah and Jus-
tice Muneeb Akhtar clari-
fied that only the full court
can cancel the leave.

They said that only the
13 judges who heard the
main case can hear the revi-
sion. The detailed decision
of the case has not been is-
sued. A dissenting note has
also been issued.

In which the Chief Jus-
tice took a stand that if nec-
essary for revision, the holi-
days should also be can-
celled.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Pakistan stands for
boosting cooperation be-
tween the U.N. and regional
and sub-regional organiza-
tions in maintaining world
peace and security, a top
Pakistani diplomat has
said, while also stressing
that no state should be al-
lowed to dominate regional
organizations.

“We must strive for a
collective vision that ben-
efits all,” Ambassador
Munir Akram told the UN
Security Council which
held a debate on Friday un-
der the chairmanship of
Russia, the 15-nation
body’s president for the
month of July.

In this regard, the Paki-
stani envoy underscored

that the particular national
interests of member states
do not hinder regional inte-
gration.

“The quest for regional
hegemony by one large
state has undermined the
potential of the South
Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation
(SAARC),” the Pakistani
said in an obvious reference
to India.

Established in 1985,
SAARC (South Asian As-
sociation for Regional Co-
operation) comprises: Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.But India has all
along been an obstacle in

Continued on page 2

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Former prime minister and
PTI founder Imran Khan
firmly ruled out any possi-
bility of discussions with
the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) regarding a no-confi-
dence motion.  During an
informal conversation with
journalists at Adiala Jail on
Saturday, Khan expressed
his unwavering stance, as-
serting that PPP and Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) were in-

distinguishable and both
were products of ‘manipu-
lated’ electoral processes.

Khan criticised the cur-
rent political climate, de-
scribing it as detrimental to
democracy.

He highlighted the re-
strictions placed on his
party, stating that key lead-
ers, including the chairman
and vice chairman, were al-
ready imprisoned, yet the
government still threatened
further bans on the party.

Continued on page 2
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QUETTA: Railway Grand Alliance leader, Majeed Zehri addresses to protest-
ers during protest demonstration against the suspension of the privatization
and railway housing society, held in Quetta

KARACHI: Commuters are facing difficulties in transportation due to stag-
nant rainwater due to poor sewerage system caused by heavy downpour of
monsoon season

HYDERABAD: A large number of visitors enjoying boating at Al-Manzar
downstream Kotri barrage

Strategy evolved to invite
Chinese companies for

investing in various sectors
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Strategy for “Joint Ven-
tures” among various com-
panies and business orga-
nizations of China and Pa-
kistan has been evolved and
according to the details,
Chinese companies will be
invited here to invest in 7
major and important sec-
tors of Pakistan.

Moreover, 78 business
organizations from China
and 167 from Pakistan will
participate in this gigantic
session which is expected
to make great progress in
the investment sector.

This was expressed in
the briefing of the joint
meeting of the Board of In-
vestment Headed by Fed-
eral Ministers Abdul Aleem
Khan and Jam Kamal Khan,
said a press release.

Federal Minister of In-
vestment Board,
Privatization and Commu-
nications Abdul Aleem
Khan said that it is pos-
sible to increase the trade
volume of Pakistan by one
billion dollars with the co-
operation of Chinese com-
panies.

He said that there is
no doubt that the ground
realities and current con-

ditions as compared to
Bangladesh, India, Viet-
nam and other countries in
the region, Pakistan is a
more attractive and impor-
tant country for China in
terms of investment.

Abdul Aleem Khan di-
rected the high-up’s of
Board of Investment to
immediately finalize de-
tails with companies who
have to go in “Joint Ven-
tures” for mutual invest-
ment.

He added that for this
purpose Pakistani Em-
bassy in Beijing should
also be taken on board so
that companies in China
could be facilitated as
much as possible. Abdul
Aleem Khan said that
Ministries of Foreign Af-
fairs, Trade, Industry and
Production, Food Secu-
rity and Maritime should
also be taken in to loop
for ensuring maximum co-
ordinated efforts for in-
vestment.

Federal Minister of
Investment Board said
that new industries should
be established in industrial
free zones or in the areas
where maximum electrical
supply is possible.

He also asked the rel-
evant authorities to submit
the details for Pakistan-
China trade road map to the
Prime Minister and get di-
rections for further
progress in this regard.

Minister of Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan also ex-
pressed in the briefing ses-
sion regarding the invest-
ment of Chinese companies
and said that the Ministry
of Commerce has been in-
structed to fully coordinate
and cooperate with the
Board of Investment.

Federal Secretary for
Board of Investment while
giving a briefing said that the
7 major sectors of Pakistan
include medical and surgi-
cal equipments, plastics,
clothing, leather industry,
edible meat, fruits and veg-
etables and waste and fod-
der sectors are included.

He told that the Board
of investment is fully pre-
pared to invite Chinese
companies and associate
them with Pakistani coun-
terparts while initial home-
work has also been com-
pleted. He also presented a
comparative review of vari-
ous sectors during the brief-
ing.

Visits Gurdwara

Interfaith harmony
crucial for peace,
says KP Governor

Jazz secures landmark credit facility to enhance
4G network, promote digital inclusion nationwide

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Jazz, Pakistan’s leading
digital operator has suc-
cessfully secured the larg-
est private sector syndi-
cated credit facility, total-
ling up to Rs. 75 billion.

The banking consor-
tium was led by The Bank
of Punjab (BoP), and this
10-year financing arrange-
ment will significantly sup-
port Jazz’s ongoing 4G net-
work expansion and tech-
nological upgrades while
supporting its new
ServiceCo model, said a
news release.

The signing ceremony
was attended by VEON
Group CEO, Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, and
the Presidents of participat-
ing banks along with their

representatives.
The consortium in-

cludes prominent financial
institutions acting as man-
dated lead advisors and ar-
rangers, namely Habib
Bank Limited, Bank Alfalah
Limited, Meezan Bank
Limited, MCB Bank Lim-
ited, Allied Bank Limited,
The Bank of Punjab, Askari
Bank Limited, Habib Met-
ropolitan Bank, Soneri
Bank Limited, Bank Islami
Pakistan Limited and MCB
Islamic Bank Limited.

Jazz, a major investor
in Pakistan with over 30
years of history and invest-
ments exceeding USD 10.6
billion, leads the industry
with a 45% revenue market
share and serves over 71.4
million subscribers, includ-

ing 49 million 4G users.
The company recently

announced a major shift
from a traditional mobile
operator to a ServiceCo
structure, creating Strategic
Business Units (SBUs) fo-
cused on digital financial
services, software &
analytics, data centers &
cloud, and entertainment &
digital platforms. Aamir
Ibrahim, CEO of Jazz, re-
marked, “By investing in
cutting-edge digital infra-
structure, we are commit-
ted to bridging the digital
divide and promoting finan-
cial inclusion across the na-
tion.  This transaction re-
flects the financial
community’s trust in Jazz’s
solid market reputation and
our leadership on the digi-

tal front. It is a crucial step
toward ensuring that all
Pakistanis, regardless of lo-
cation, gender, or socioeco-
nomic status, can harness
the transformative power
of the internet and digital
services.”  Zafar Masud,
President & CEO of The
Bank of Punjab, stated,
“Leading this landmark
transaction in the telecom
sector exemplifies our stra-
tegic focus on digital trans-
formation in Pakistan.

Our partnership with
Jazz underscores BoP’s
dedication to advancing
technological progress and
supporting the growth of
the telecom industry. This
deal is a testament to our
commitment to driving in-
novation and fostering eco-

nomic development in the
country.”

In June 2021, Jazz se-
cured a Rs. 50 billion 10-
year syndicated credit fa-
cility from a banking con-
sortium led by Habib Bank
Limited. Earlier on, Jazz
announced the successful
closure of its Rs. 15 billion
Sukuk led by Askari Bank
Limited, marking a mile-
stone as the first-ever and
largest short-term unse-
cured Sukuk by a telecom
operator in Pakistan, which
won global accreditations
from Euromoney Islamic
Finance Awards and Asian
Banking & Finance, and is
expected to boost the use
of Shariah-compliant finan-
cial instruments within
Pakistan’s capital markets.

PESHAWAR (APP): Gov-
ernor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim
Kundi on Saturday empha-
sized the urgent need for
interfaith harmony, calling
it pivotal for fostering
peace.  He said this during
his visit to Gurdwara Bhai
Joga Singh, Jogian Shah
here.

Accompanied by pro-
vincial president PPP,
Muhammad Ali Shah
Bacha, former minority
wing leader and ex-MPA
Kishwar Kumar, Nasib
Chand and regional presi-
dent Misbahuddin.

Governor Faisal Kundi
received a warm reception
from Sikh community lead-
ers including Peshawar’s re-
ligious head Singh Sahib
Sajan, Dr Sahib Ji, Baba
Mahender Singh, Baba
Ameer Singh, and Magan
Singh.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Faisal
Kundi said that minority are
the backbone of our coun-
try. He said that targeting
the Sikh community in
Peshawar is terrible and we
condemned it.

Governor Faisal Kundi
solemnly reflected,
“Peshawar has witnessed
sacrifices and sorrows. It

tells the tale of martyrdoms,
including martyred Qamar
Abbas, Bashir Bilour, and
Safwat Ghayur, journalists,
and others from all walks
of life.”

While acknowledging
past efforts for peace dur-
ing the united government,
Governor Kundi expressed
concern over current chal-
lenges, stating, “We will not
be silent spectators but ac-
tive contributors to restor-
ing peace. Today, I bring a
message and mission of
peace restoration.”

Regarding community
issues, Governor Kundi as-
sured, “Efforts are under-
way to resolve issues based
on priority. I will meet with
the Minister for Religious
Affairs and will work dili-
gently to address concerns.”

He said that I person-
ally met with DG to resolve
the community passport
issue.  He concluded by
commending the security
forces, especially the po-
lice, for their dedication and
ensuring a peaceful
Muharram.

In a symbolic gesture,
senior members of the Sikh
community draped Gover-
nor Kundi and PPP leader-
ship with shawls, signify-
ing respect and solidarity.

Bangladesh A fight back
after Huraira’s double

ton and Kamran’s century
Sports Desk

DARWIN: Bangladesh A
put up a fighting display
with the bat against Paki-
stan Shaheens as their
scorecard read 203-4 in 62
overs, trailing Pakistan
Shaheens by 264 runs,
when the stumps were
drawn on day two of first
four-day match at the DXC
Arena in Darwin.

Shadman Islam (88,
167b, 15x4s) and Aich
Mollah (70, 113b, 11x4s) re-
sisted with a 153-run third-
wicket partnership after
Pakistan Shaheens had re-
duced Bangladesh A to 23-2 in
12.1 overs. Mohammad Ali
dismissed Parvez Hossain
Emon for a paltry three
while Khurram Shahzad got
rid of Amite Hasan for
eight. Shadman and Mollah
batted for around 38 overs
before the latter was run-
out by Sahibzada Farhan.
Two overs later Shahnawaz
Dahani dismissed Shadman
caught by Umar Amin.
Ariful Islam retired hurt as
he left the ground at the end
of 59th over. Shahadat
Hossain (15 not out, 32b,
2x4s) and Hasan Murad,
yet to open his account,

will resume the batting for
Bangladesh A on day three.
For Shaheens, Khurram, Ali
and Dahani picked up one
wicket each while Mubasir
and Mehran remained
wicketless.

Earlier, Pakistan added
92 runs in 17.1 overs to their
overnight score of 375-2
before declaring the innings
at 467-3 after facing 96.1
overs. Mohammad Huraira
(218, 247b, 26x4s, 1x6) added
57 more runs to his un-
beaten overnight total of
161 while also bringing up
the second double ton of his
first-class career.

Hasan struck to remove
Huraira in the 94th over,
ending 204-run third-
wicket partnership, as
Omair Bin Yousuf (6 not
out, 13b, 1x4) joined
Kamran Ghulam (100 not
out, 161b, 13x4s) in the
middle. The declaration call
came right after Kamran
brought up his 17th first-
class century. Ripon
Mondal, who picked up
two wickets, and Hasan,
who plucked one, were the
only successful bowlers for
Bangladesh A among the six
players who bowled.

PCB denies NOCs to Babar, Rizwan
and Shaheen for Canada’s Global T20

LAHORE (INP) – The Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB)
has declined permission to
Babar Azam, Mohammad
Rizwan and Shaheen Shah
Afridi to play the Global
T20 in Canada later this
month due to workload.

The board, in a state-
ment, said it had received
NOC requests from the
three players for the Glo-
bal T20 event, amongst
other players.

“After taking into con-
sideration Pakistan’s busy
and packed cricket calendar
in the period from August
2024 to March 2025, which
includes nine ICC World
Test Championship

matches and next year’s
ICC Champions Trophy
2025, and following consul-
tations with the three play-
ers as well as the national
selection committee, it has
been decided to decline their
requests,” read the official
statement.

“The three are all-for-
mat cricketers and their ser-
vices are expected to be re-
quired in the upcoming
eight months during which
Pakistan will play nine
Tests, 14 ODIs, and nine
T20Is. As such, and in line
with the PCB’s workload
management policy, it is in
the best interest of Pakistan
cricket and the players that

they skip the upcoming
event in Canada so that
they are in their best men-
tal and physical shape for
the season, which com-
mences with the two-Test
series against Bangladesh.”

Earlier, the PCB had
declined permission to
Naseem Shah for The Hun-
dred on the same grounds.

In the meantime, the
PCB has approved NOCs
for Asif Ali, Iftikhar
Ahmed, Mohammad Amir
and Mohammad Nawaz.
The four players are pre-
dominantly white-ball
cricketers, while Iftikhar
and Nawaz are centrally
contracted players.

2018. “All of us know well,
who bring the IMF to this
country, again.”

“The decision-makers
will have to think now and
care about our people,” he
insisted. He asked Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif-led
administration “to do every-
thing to provide relief to the
masses”. Nawaz’s state-
ment came after cash-
strapped Pakistan and the
global lender reached a three-
year, $7 billion bailout
programme “endorsed by
the federal and provincial
governments”, the Washing-
ton-based institution an-
nounced last week.

Nawaz admits power bills....
Continued from page 1

related to the CM Solar
Panel Scheme 2024 in
Lahore today.

“Electricity bills be-
come a trouble for everyone
[...] not only for poor
people but for everyone,” he
added. The PML-N presi-
dent claimed that his gov-
ernment “eliminated
loadshedding and controlled
electricity rates”.

He also took credit for
maintaining a low inflation
rate and a stable currency,
as well as “getting rid of the
IMF” programme but all
positive efforts went in vain
after the change of regime in

JUI-F chief claims PTI ready...
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Maulana Fazl also admit-
ted that his party had dif-
ference of opinion with
political parties and had
“bitterness” with the PTI
with relations being
normalised.

The JUI-F supremo,
who was one of the politi-
cal rivals of the former rul-
ing party, opposed the
cases against incarcerated
PTI founder Imran Khan
and other politicians.

He also put forward a
demand to hold parliamen-
tary and local government
(LG) elections together be-
sides ending the concept of
a caretaker set-up.

At the same time, the
JUI-F chief also termed the
mandate of the PTI in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province “fake”.

The politico, who
headed a multi-party oppo-
sition alliance — Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) — which success-
fully ousted former prime
minister Khan from power
via no-confidence motion
in 2022, claimed that his
fight with the PTI founder
was limited to the electoral
arena.

He also slammed
“powerless” ruling parties
in the Centre — the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) — and said that both
the parties did not deserve
to be in power.

After the 2024 nation-
wide polls, the religious
party had developed differ-
ences with the PML-N and
the PPP after they formed
a coalition government as
the former levelled serious

allegations of election rig-
ging, interference and ma-
nipulation of poll results
and demanded fresh elec-
tions.

The PTI, which ruled
the country from 2018 to
2022, had also formed a
negotiation team compris-
ing top party leaders in-
cluding Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan, Asad Qaiser, Shibli
Faraz, and others for hold-
ing talks with the Fazl-led
party earlier this month,
sources told Geo News.

Both parties had also
held multiple meetings since
the February 8 polls due to
their mutual concerns over
the alleged interference and
manipulation during the
general elections.

They also found a com-
mon ground in their oppo-
sition to the recently an-
nounced anti-terror drive
titled “Operation Azm-e-
Istekham” announced by
the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif-led govern-
ment.

“JUI-F desires peace
and a stable economy in the
country,” said Fazl and an-
nounced forthcoming pub-
lic events of his party in
KP. He announced that a
kisan convention would be
organised in Mardan dis-
trict on August 10, a trader
convention in Peshawar on
August 11, and an aman
(peace) jirga in Lakki
Marwat on August 18.

He expressed his views
that all politicians should be
provoded level-playing
field to continue political
activities in the country.
Fazl added that transparent
election is only way to es-
tablish peace and stabilise
the country’s economy.

Pakistan pushes for preventing...

promoting regional coop-
eration through SAARC, a
body established to bring
prosperity to the peoples
of South Asian region.

In his remarks, Ambas-
sador Akram said, “Re-
gional integration repre-
sents the next phase of in-
stitutional development in
international relations —
particularly in the realms of
trade and industry.

He therefore recognized
the crucial role of three
bodies—the Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO), the Com-
monwealth of Indepen-
dent States (CIS), and the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) -- in
fostering economic
growth and cooperation
across borders, as well as
in combating terrorism
and drug-trafficking.

Highlighting SCO’s
“immense promise and
potential”, the Pakistani
envoy said that with some
of the world’s largest
emerging economies as its
members, this organiza-
tion is poised to advance
integrated regional coop-
eration, especially by en-
hancing trade and invest-
ment opportunities.

“This was evident at
the recent SCO plus Sum-
mit meeting in Astana, in
which Prime Minister of
Pakistan Shehbaz Sharif
participated actively,”
Ambassador Akram said.

In addition, he said
that CSTO can enhance
connectivity between the

East and West, fostering
a more secure region.

Ambassador Akram
also said that the China-
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor is a flagship project,
noting that Pakistan will
expand this effort — in-
cluding to Afghanistan, to
reaalize its full potential
for investment.

Pakistan, he said, also
believes that other re-
gional organizations such
as the African Union
(AU), the Economic Co-
operation Organization
(ECO), and Association
of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), along
with cross-regional
groups,  l ike the Arab
League and the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC), should also
work towards expanding
global integration through
appropriate association
agreements,  and wel-
comed the establishment
of the AU-AL-OIC Tri-
lateral Commission.

“Such regional and in-
ter-regional initiatives in
association within the
UN are crucial for foster-
ing greater cooperation
and understanding among
diverse regions, and con-
tributing to global har-
mony and collect ive
progress,” Ambassador
Akram said.

He said the frame-
work for regional integra-
tion should include:

1. Adherence to
the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter;

2. Respecting the

sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of States;

3. Preventing any
one, two, or few states
from dominating regional
organizations or impos-
ing their will on others in
accordance with the te-
nets of equality, mutual
respect and equity in re-
lations among sovereign
States;

4. Regional coop-
eration should aim to pro-
vide support to less de-
veloped economies
achieve their full poten-
tial, and thereby contrib-
ute to the achievement of
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and climate
goals;

5. Ensure equity
and non-discrimination
for all member states in
the integration and re-
gional cooperation pro-
cess;

6. Accord priority
to promoting connectiv-
ity projects and building
sustainable infrastructure
to further integration, in-
vestment, trade and de-
velopment, and,

7. enhance the es-
sential role of digital in-
tegration and cooperation
to accelerate regional co-
operation, and investment
and establish the region-
ally and globally inte-
grated modern economies.

“Pakistan remains
committed to these objec-
tives and looks forward
to continued collabora-
tion with the UN and
with al l  regional  and
cross-regional partners,”

Sheila’s family said in a
statement.

The family’s statement
highlighted Sheila’s exten-
sive contributions as a lo-
cal, national, and global hu-
manitarian, who was ac-
knowledged worldwide for
her courageous fights for
racial justice, criminal jus-
tice, and human rights, with
a special emphasis on
women and children.

Sheila announced in
June that she had been di-
agnosed with pancreatic
cancer and was undergoing
treatment.

Meanwhile President
Asif Ali Zardari on Satur-
day expressed grief over the
death of the United States
Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson Lee, founder and
co-chairperson of the Con-
gressional Pakistan Caucus.

He offered his heartfelt
condolences to the family
members and friends of the
Late Congresswoman.

The president said that
Congresswoman Sheila
Jackson was a remarkable
leader who always advo-
cated for human rights,
with a particular focus on
women and children.

He highlighted that her
contributions towards
strengthening the relations
between Pakistan and the
USA would always be re-
membered.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday ex-
pressed deep grief and sor-
row over the death of Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson
Lee. “As Co-chair of the
Pakistan Caucus in the U.S.
House of Representatives,
she was a champion for
stronger ties between Paki-
stan and the United States,”
the prime minister wrote on
his X timeline. “Her con-
tributions will be remem-
bered and missed for years
to come. May her soul rest
in peace. My heartfelt con-
dolences to her family and
her supporters,” he added.

Sheila Jackson Lee...
Continued from page 1
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ISLAMABAD: A vendor selling clay flower pots at H-9 in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Globally acclaimed Pakistani mountaineer Naila Kiyani calls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Administration clearing the roads, as TLP protest-
ers wrap up Faizabad sit-in after a week in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A CDA sanitary worker cleans gar-
bage at the green patch of Faizabad Interchange
after Tekreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan called off its
week-long protest sit-in.

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of Police Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi in
a meeting with a U.S. delegation at the Central Police Office (CPO)

IGP Islamabad chairs
vital meetings & met
with US delegation

Ministerial
officers

promoted to
next ranks

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, has promoted min-
isterial staff officers based
on the recommendations of
the Departmental Promo-
tion Committee (DPC), a
public relations officer said.

He said that, in this
regard a formal notification
regarding the promotions
was issued. IGP Islamabad
along with AIG Establish-
ment Abdul Haq Imrani met
with the newly promoted
ministerial officers.

Gov’t determined to provide
equal opportunities to all

talented women: PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday, appre-
ciating the Pakistani
women for rendering valu-
able services in every field,
said that the government
was determined to provide
equal opportunities to all
talented women across the
country.

He was talking to the
globally acclaimed Paki-
stani mountaineer Naila
Kiyani who called on him
at the PM House.

The prime minister
said providing facilities to
the women in various sec-
tors including information
technology, education, pro-
fessional training, sports
and other sectors was part

of the government’s top
priorities.

The prime minister
congratulated Naila on be-
coming the first Pakistani
woman to conquer 11
peaks, above 8,000 meters,
calling it a proud moment
for Pakistan.

He also congratulated
Naila Kiyani for recently
scaling 8,485 meters high
fifth-highest peak Mount
Makalu.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
also commended her work
as an honorary ambassador
for education and her ef-
forts to promote profes-
sional training in the field
of mountaineering.

Naila Kiyani thanked
the prime minister for his

focus on women’s develop-
ment and presented pro-
posals for specialized train-
ing and vocational educa-
tion in the mountaineering
sector.

The prime minister
directed relevant authorities
to develop a comprehensive
plan to implement these
suggestions.

The meeting was at-
tended by Federal Minis-
ter for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar, Coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Climate
Change Romina Khurshid
Alam, Chairman PM’s
Youth Program Rana
Mashhood Ahmad Khan,
and other relevant high-
ranking officials.

Amb Zamir Akram says:

Pakistan committed to maintain
a strong and credible deterrence

EX PM AJK stresses world
for result-oriented efforts
to resolve Kashmir dispute

Chairperson says:
NAVTTC implementing PM’s

mission to produce certified skilled
youth to meet Int’l demands

IHC directs Islamabad
Police to recover missing

Citizen within 3-days

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Advisor to the Strategic
Plans Division, Ambassa-
dor Zamir Akram, in a dis-
cussion organized by the
Institute of Regional Stud-
ies (IRS), emphasized the
importance of Pakistan’s
commitment to maintaining
the credibility of deter-
rence. Highlighting the
evolving nature of deter-
rence in view of advancing
technologies, the eminent
expert on strategic stability
underscored the need to
preserve deterrence cred-
ibility to enduring peace.

Reflecting on the gen-
esis of conflicts between
India and Pakistan, Ambas-
sador Akram emphasized
that the territorial disputes
stemmed from India’s pur-
suit of hegemonic policies
since 1947. Consequently,
Pakistan’s pursuit of secu-
rity was primarily moti-
vated as a response to

India’s aggressive ambi-
tions. He contended that
Pakistan’s acquisition of
nuclear capability was es-
sential to counter India’s
conventional dominance
and establish a credible de-
terrent, which had effec-
tively kept New Delhi from
waging war on several oc-
casions in the past.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ambassador Jauhar
Saleem, President IRS, ex-
pressed concern that India’s
development and acquisi-
tion of advanced weapons
was contributing to an arms
race and eroding the essen-
tial strategic stability re-
quired for peace in South
Asia. He warned that
India’s ultra-nationalistic
approach was aggravating
mistrust among the nuclear
states, with negative reper-
cussions for the fragile stra-
tegic environment obtaining
in the region.

During a vibrant Q &
A session, while elaborat-
ing on Indo-US coopera-
tion, Ambassador Akram
noted that India — leverag-
ing US cooperation — was
adopting a more aggressive
stance, as evident by Balakot
incident and revocation of
Articles 370 and 35-A in
IIOJK, while pretending to
be a net security provider in
the region. He noted that it
was in response to India’s
belligerent approach that
Pakistan was forced to
adopt a Full Spectrum De-
terrence (FSD) to ensure
credibility of deterrence
between the two states.
Ambassador Akram also
emphasized the importance
of avoiding miscalculations
in a sensitive security envi-
ronment in South Asia and
reiterated Pakistan’s dedi-
cation to maintaining cred-
ible deterrence essential for
upholding peace.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Islamabad High Court,
while giving a three-day
deadline for the recovery of
the missing citizen
Samiullah, has warned that
if the citizen is not recov-
ered, a criminal case may
also be registered against IG
Islamabad for incompe-
tence and bad performance.

The Islamabad High
Court has issued a written
order on the petition filed
for the recovery of missing
citizen.

The court remarked
that the report submitted
by the police on the court

order is not satisfactory.
According to the writ-

ten order issued by the
Islamabad High Court, the
vehicle carrying the citizen
could not be traced, which
was clearly seen in the
video.

Three days given to
IG Islamabad for the recov-
ery of the missing citizen,
on non-recovery of the citi-
zen, a criminal case can also
be registered against IG
Islamabad for incompe-
tence and bad performance.
The next hearing of the case
fixed on July 23.

LFK for global intervention
for protecting legal

professionals in IIOJK

Kashmiri leaders underscore
importance of “Accession
to Pakistan Resolution”

Islamabad to introduce
digital billboard advertising

policy by Monday

Islamabad Schools Go Green:

100 primary schools
to be powered by

solar energy

Secretary Information
Shahera Shahid mourns
PIO’s father’s demise

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Secretary of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Shahera Shahid, conveyed
her profound condolences
on Saturday following the
passing of the father of Prin-
cipal Information Officer
(PIO), Mubashir Hassan.

In her message of sym-
pathy, she expressed deep
sorrow and heartfelt condo-
lences to PIO Mubashir
Hassan and his family.

She shared that she
was greatly saddened upon
hearing the news of

Mubashir Hassan’s father’s
demise, emphasizing the
pivotal role a father plays
within a family and ac-
knowledging the irreplace-
able void left behind.

Shahera Shahid as-
sured that she stands in soli-
darity with the grieving
family during this difficult
time. She prayed to Allah
Almighty for the departed
soul’s rest in eternal peace
and for the bereaved family
to find strength and resil-
ience in coping with their
loss.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
significant effort to reduce
electricity costs and pro-
mote sustainability, the
Ministry of Federal Edu-
cation and Professional
Training has announced a
plan to convert 100 pri-
mary schools to solar en-
ergy in the next two
months.

The initiative is part
of a larger effort to harness
renewable energy sources
and reduce the city’s car-
bon footprint. “This
project will not only reduce
electricity costs but also
provide a clean and sustain-
able source of energy for our

schools,” Spokesperson of
the ministry revealed on
Saturday.

The project, which is
expected to be completed
by the end of the year, will
involve the installation of
solar panels on the rooftops
of the selected schools.

The solar energy sys-
tem will be designed to
meet the energy needs of
each school.

The initiative is ex-
pected to save the
ministry’s millions of ru-
pees utilized in electricity
costs annually, which will
be used to further improve
educational facilities.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to the detail, Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, chaired important
meetings at the Central Po-
lice Office, a public rela-
tions officer said.

He said that, the meet-
ings were attended by DIG
Security Jawad Tariq, AIG
Establishment Abdul Haq
Imrani, Law Officer, Safe
City IT Staff and officers
from the Recruitment
Board.

During these meet-
ings, IGP Islamabad re-
viewed efforts to enhance
overall efficiency within
Safe City, discussed the re-
cruitment of new staff and
deliberated on providing

modern facilities. He di-
rected senior police offic-
ers to expedite the recruit-
ment process for Safe City
staff promptly and with
complete transparency.

IG Islamabad empha-
sized that all recruitment
procedures should uphold
transparency and merit,
ensuring that educated
youth are integrated into
Safe City Islamabad.

Additionally, IG
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi met with the Ameri-
can delegation at the Cen-
tral Police Office (CPO)
Islamabad. During the meet-
ing, important decisions
were made to enhance the
efficiency of Islamabad Po-
lice in line with modern re-
quirements.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ex
Prime Minister Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
Sardar Attique Ahmed
Khan Saturday stressed
world community for re-
sult-oriented efforts to-
wards resolving the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute and
urged to continue raising the
Kashmir issue on all inter-
national forums in order to
ensure implementation of
UN resolutions on Kashmir
issue.

The Kashmiri people
deserve the help of world
powers to get rid of illegal
Indian occupation, he said
while talking on a private
news channel.

The United Nations
needs to play its role to
ensure implementation of
its resolutions on Kashmir

issue according to which the
Kashmiris have the right of
plebiscite, he added.

He appreciated that
the Pakistan is continuing
its political, diplomatic and
moral support to Kashmir
cause and Kashmiri people
have great respect for Paki-
stani nation as well.

He said the real face
of India, particularly the
fascist BJP regime, has al-
ready been exposed and
needs to be countered oth-
erwise peace and stability
will be at stake. The Kash-
mir dispute is not a bilat-
eral issue between India and
Pakistan, but a question of
the State’s rights, he men-
tioned. “The right to self-
determination is a funda-
mental right of the Kashmiri
people,” he stated.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Legal Forum for Kash-
mir (LFK) has issued a
strong condemnation re-
garding the recent arrests of
Kashmiri lawyers by In-
dian occupying authorities
in Indian occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

In a statement received
here on Saturday, the Fo-
rum emphasized the urgent
need for the protection of
legal professionals in occu-
pied territories and calls on
international organizations
to take action against the
perpetrators of these hu-
man rights violations.

The LFK criticizes
the arbitrary detention of
prominent legal profession-
als, including the former
President of the High Court
Bar Association, Mian
Abdul Qayoom and other
notable lawyers such as
Nazir Ahmed Ronga,
Muhammad Ashraf Bhat,
and Advocate Mian
Muzzafar, the statement
said and added, these ar-
rests, made under the Pub-
lic Safety Act (PSA), are
viewed as blatant violations
of human rights and at-
tempts to silence voices ad-
vocating for the UN-guar-
anteed right to self-determi-
nation for Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The Forum highlights
the draconian nature of
laws such as the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and the PSA,
which have been
weaponized against law-
yers, civil society members,
and journalists, it said and
added, this systemic op-
pression undermines the
legal profession and threat-
ens the fundamental rights
of the Kashmiri people to
legal representation and ad-
vocacy.

The LFK urged the
international human rights
organizations to take notice
of these violations and in-
tervene.

They appeal for glo-
bal action to prevent fur-
ther oppression and uphold
the rights of Kashmiri legal
professionals. The forum
has called upon the inter-
national community to im-
pose sanctions against In-
dia for its ongoing human
rights abuses.

It stressed the neces-
sity for immediate action to
protect the legal rights and
freedoms of the Kashmiri
populace. They vowed to
raise this issue in various
international legal forums,
seeking justice for their col-
leagues and an end to un-
lawful detentions.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad is set to revolu-
tionize its advertising land-
scape with the introduction
of a new digital billboard
policy, finalized by CDA
chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, to be imple-
mented by Monday.

The policy aims to re-
place traditional advertising
methods with modern digi-
tal displays, transforming
the city’s streets into a vi-
brant showcase of color and
motion, reminiscent of New
York’s iconic Times Square,
a CDA official told APP.

Under this innovative
policy, digital billboards
will be installed at strategic
locations across the city,

including streets, avenues,
malls, bus stops, public
transport, and pedestrian
bridges. The use of Eco-
friendly materials in digital
advertising will ensure a
sustainable approach to
this modernization effort.

The revenue generated
from digital advertising will
be utilized for the up-gra-
dation, maintenance, and
beautification of Islamabad,
creating a self-sustaining
cycle of growth and devel-
opment. Chairman CDA
was briefed on the policy,
which promises to enhance
the city’s visual appeal and
provide a new platform for
businesses to reach their
target audiences.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Friends of Kashmir In-
ternational (FoK) on Satur-
day underscored impor-
tance of the resolution of
“accession to Pakistan”
passed by the Kashmiris
77 years ago on July 19
through which they associ-
ated their political future
with Pakistan.

The FoK organised an
online webinar on X space
formerly Twitter on the
occasion of “Pakistan Ac-
cession Day” where
Ghazala Habib, Chairper-
son of Friends of Kashmir
International, Deputy
Chairman and Abdul
Hameed Lone, Social
Worker Sadia Sattar, Atiqul
Rasool of Islamabad Bar
Council, Warda Hashmi and
others participated in it.

During the webinar,
Ghazala Habib, Abdul
Hameed Lone and other
speakers highlighted the
importance of the resolution
of “accession to Pakistan”
passed by the Kashmiris
77 years ago and said that
the Kashmiri leadership
had approved this resolu-

tion about a month before
the creation of Pakistan,
however, the cruel Indian
leadership strangled the
wishes, hopes and aspira-
tions of the Kashmiris by
landing the army in Jammu
and Kashmir and seized it.

The speakers said that
Kashmiris are making great
sacrifices against the illegal
occupation of India, Indian
atrocities could not destroy
their spirit of freedom and
love for Pakistan and they
are determined to continue
their struggle till the
completion of the great mis-
sion of the martyrs. They
said that despite the diffi-
culties and problems, Paki-
stan is conveying the voice
of Kashmiris to the world
forums, Pakistan is a strong
advocate of the right of self-
determination of
Kashmiris. The speakers of
the webinar said, “history
is a witness that nothing but
defeat and humiliation has
come at the hands of op-
pressive and oppressive
forces, India will also have
to surrender to the voice of
Kashmiris one day.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Vocational and
Technical Training Com-
mission (NAVTTC) Chair-
person Gulmina Bilal
Ahmad Saturday reiterated
the organization’s commit-
ment to producing certified
skilled youth in line with
Prime Minister’s mission
where with the coordination
efforts of overseas minis-
try NAVTTC introducing
numerous quality programs
to meet international stan-
dards. Talking to PTV news
channel,  Gulmina said that
NAVTTC is aggressively
working to ensure that
young people are equipped
with the skills and certifi-
cations needed to succeed
in the global job market.

“We are fully commit-
ted to the Prime Minister’s
vision of a skilled and pros-
perous Pakistan,” she said.
“Our focus is on providing
high-quality vocational
training and certification
programs that meet inter-

national standards.”
Gulmina highlighted

NAVTTC’s initiatives, in-
cluding the introduction of
new vocational training
programs, expansion of ap-
prenticeship and on-the-
job training opportunities,
and enhanced industry
partnerships.

“We are confident that
our efforts will bear fruit
and we will be able to pro-
duce a workforce that is glo-
bally competitive,” she
added. The NAVTTC
Chairperson emphasized
that the organization is
working closely with indus-
try partners, international
organizations, and govern-
ment agencies to ensure
that its programs are aligned
with market demands.

Replying a question,
she said in its efforts to
equip young people with
the skills and knowledge
needed to succeed in the job
market, NAVTTC is orga-
nizing a series of job fairs

and awareness sessions
across the country.

These events aim to
bring together employers,
educators, and skilled youth
to facilitate employment
opportunities and promote
vocational training, she
added.

The job fairs will fea-
ture leading industries and
organizations from various
sectors, offering on-the-
spot hiring, internships, and
apprenticeships to certified
skilled youth, she men-
tioned. Meanwhile, the
awareness sessions will fo-
cus on educating students
and job seekers about the
benefits of vocational train-
ing, career pathways, and
the latest industry trends,
she added. A skilled human
resource was essential for
running industrial units con-
stantly, she said, adding,
technical training can play
a vital role in the social and
economic development of
the country.

IK approaches
court for not

providing
newspaper

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The founder of Tehreek-e-
Insaf, Imran Khan has ap-
proached the court regard-
ing not providing newspa-
per in the jail on Saturday.
The application was filed
by Khalid Yusuf Chaudhry
Advocate, said that notice
should be taken of the non-
supply of newspaper in the
jail. And orders should be
issued for the supply of
newspapers to the relevant
authorities. Worth mention-
ing here that, Jailed former
Pakistan prime minister
Imran Khan has a walking
area adjacent to his cell.

IRSA releases
320,100

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Saturday
released 320,100 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
303,000 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, the wa-
ter level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1517.69
feet and was 119.69 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,398 feet. The water inflow
and outflow in the dam was
recorded as 165,000 cusecs
and 190,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1196.70 feet,
which was 148.70 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was re-
corded 22,600 cusecs and
15,000 cusecs, respec-
tively. The release of water
at Kalabagh, Taunsa ,
Guddu and Sukkur was re-
corded as 220,800, 191,000,
136,500 and 74,600 cusecs
respectively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of
55,900 cusecs of water re-
leased at Nowshera and
31,600 cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.

Two car thieves
arrested after

encounter
with police

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Police arrested
two suspected car lifters, in
a pre-dawn operation in
Sector G-15 on Saturday,
the jurisdiction of Sumbal
police station. The sus-
pects were apprehended
after a brief encounter with
police, during which they
sustained injuries from
gunfire of their accomplices.

According to police,
the stolen vehicle was ini-
tially discovered in Lohi
Bhir area and was later
found parked in G-15. Po-
lice officers in civilian dress
were deployed to monitor
the area, leading to the ar-
rest of the two suspects.
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Royal tantrum
Despite the government’s
protestations, a constitu-
tional crisis seems to have
been averted — at least for
now. After two days of delib-
erations, the Election Com-
mission announced late Fri-
day afternoon that it had ‘de-
cided’ to implement the Su-
preme Court’s verdict in the
reserved seats case and had
directed its legal team to im-
mediately identify any confu-
sion that may arise during the
process.

However, in response to 11
Supreme Court justices’ find-
ing that it had grossly misin-
terpreted the bat symbol
judgement to not recognise
the PTI as a political entity
and violated the law in doing
so, the Commission contin-
ued to remain defiant. It was
clear from its press release
that the ECP still harbours
reservations about the re-
served seats ruling and that
its implementation may not be
as smooth as one would hope.
Nonetheless, things seem to
be moving in the right direc-
tion.

The development came
amidst ominous warnings of
a ‘constitutional meltdown’
and a ‘looming emergency’,
which had been propagated all
week by various TV ‘analysts’
as well as ministers, while
rumours circulated that the
ECP would defy the court.
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif appeared on a TV talk
show on Thursday to warn
that a “constitutional break-
down is about to happen…”

It may be recalled that the
ruling PML-N had set off a ma-
jor controversy earlier this
week when it announced that
the largest party in parlia-
ment would be banned. It
was then forced to walk back
that announcement amidst
heavy condemnation from
friends and foes al ike.
Humbled publicly, the party
then took to lashing out at
both the judiciary and its po-
litical opponents, accusing
the former of favouritism and
the latter of hatching con-
spiracies against the country.

The PML-N’s confronta-
tional stance and overt re-
fusal to respect court orders
on arguably flimsy pretexts is
a dangerous sign. The party
seems to be throwing a tan-
trum over being denied a two-
thirds majority, which it had
only secured due to a series
of patently unjust and illegal
decisions taken by the ECP.
It is unjustified for it to esca-
late tensions on this matter
to the point where they may
bring two branches of the
state into direct conflict with
each other. On the one hand,
the PML-N wastes no time
condemning the PTI for caus-
ing ‘irreparable harm’ to the
state due to the events of May
9; on the other, it seems to
have no qualms about the
harm it is causing to the tri-
partite arrangement of power
by directly attacking the su-
perior judiciary with accusa-
tions of bias towards the PTI
and saying the courts want
to ‘derail’ the political system
with their judgements. The
party must dial back its rheto-
ric and reverse course. His-
tory will not remember it
kindly if it continues down
this path of confrontation.

HR901 and beyond Jailhouse rockers
Touqir Hussain

The outcry in Pakistan
over the US House of
Representatives’ resolu-
tion HR901 demanding a
probe into the Feb 8 elec-
tions and condemning hu-
man rights violations in
the country has died
down. But the prospect
of overreaction to any
future move by the US
Congress remains. For a
measured response, we
need to understand the
American political sys-
tem and its peculiarities.

Non-binding resolu-
tions such as HR901 are
almost always ignored by
the administration, espe-
cially if they run counter
to US interests, which at
the moment are focused
on steadying ties with Pa-
kistan following the tur-
bulent  years of the
Afgh-anistan war and the
aftershocks of the
ci--pher crisis. The sup-
porters of the resolution
should not  have high
hopes, and its opponents
should not fear its imple-
mentation.

Why the resolution
then? The US Congress
does have a foreign policy
role under the constitu-
tion, which it often exer-
cises in strange ways.
Americans’ historical ex-
perience has fostered feel-
ings of superiority and a
sacrosanct self-image of
an indispensable, excep-
tional and saviour nation,
especially since victory in
World War II in the sup-
posed cause of freedom.
Coupled with the found-
ing ideal of religious lib-
erty, this has led to an
American tendency to
claim that  i ts  foreign
policy is value-based,
even when it largely rests
on cold-blooded power
politics.

Many Americans be-
have as if they are entitled
to hypocrisy and exempt
from moral  scrut iny.
America’s actions, they
feel, are righteous by defi-
nition.

The majority of the

voting public considers
America to be a force for
good. It makes good poli-
tics, thus, for politicians
to cater to such public
sentiments.

Even though America
itself has fallen short of
its ideals, it insists that
others follow them to
cover its own deficiency.
But democracy- and hu-
man rights-related resolu-
tions or rhetoric is not just
politics. They can also be
an instrument of pressure
or a propaganda arm of
policy. Initiatives like the
Democracy Summit or
President Joe Biden’s
constant refrain about
US-China rivalry being a
struggle between “democ-
racies and autocracies”,
and Congressional rheto-
ric about the rights of the
Uighurs, are an adjunct to
the US policy of contain-
ment of China.

But HR901 was not
policy-related. The reso-
lution, a handiwork of the
PTI in America, was a no-
cost political move by the
Congress in an election
year to oblige some of the
affluent PTI supporters
who could be a prospec-
tive source of campaign
funding.  I t  also re-
sponded to  pressures
from a large swath of the
wider voting public
among the Pakistani
diaspora, first alienated
by the alleged US role in
the removal of former
prime minister  Imran
Khan, and then by the
Gaza war.

Why did such a large
number vote in favour of
the resolution? By high-
lighting the importance of
Pakistan as a key ally and
partner of the US, the lan-
guage of the resolution
widened its appeal. Be-
sides, in an election year,
it was practically impos-
sible for the Democrats
to vote against a resolu-
tion whose title focused
on human rights, while
some Republicans who
still held a grudge against
Pakistan on account of
the Afghan war found this

an opportunity to voice
their displeasure. Con-
gressmen saw political
benefit and no cost to US
interests. They knew the
resolution would not af-
fect the administration’s
policy on Pakistan.

It will be premature
to suggest that HR901
signals the arrival of a Pa-
kistan lobbying group.
Pakistanis’ real lobbying
success would involve
getting the US Congress
to take a practical step
that benefits the country
as a whole, for which the
Congress may also have
to compromise on some
other Ameri-can interests.
HR901 was an easy kill.

Much of the PTI’s
support among the Paki-
stani diaspora in the US
comes from a dedicated
group of doctors, who
served as the flagship of
a lobbying group for Pa-
kistan that has been long
in the making.  Their
present lobbying efforts
have, however, been fo-
cused on helping a par-
ticular political party in
Pakistan, the legitimacy
of their complaints not-
withstanding.  HR901
may have been a useful
dry run, but they should
debate whether it compro-
mises their future poten-
tial to do some real good
for the country. It will pit
them against those with
different political affilia-
tions.

At any moment in
the future, one group or
another wil l  thus be
publicising a negative im-
age of Pakistan, thus un-
dermining the diaspora’s
long-term clout.

The PTI should con-
tinue its campaign for de-
mocracy, but in Pakistan
and not  in  America.
Americans would love to
be part of our conflicts,
which helps them ma-
nipulate our political sys-
tem to their advantage, as
the PTI itself claims to
have experienced. Let us
not play into their hands
with such resolutions.  --
Courtesy Dawn

F.S. Aijazuddin

If 2024 will be known as
the year of seismic general
elections, it will also be re-
membered as the one of
unforgettable weddings.

In India, Mumbai is
still aglitter in the after-
glow of the wedding of
Anant Ambani, son of
India’s richest man,
Mukesh Ambani. The fes-
tivities spread over weeks
of uncapped extravagance.
The total cost has been
underestimated at Indian
rupees 5,000 crores.

Celebrities to whom a
photographer’s flash is as
irresistible as a flame is to
a moth, gathered in their
hundreds. An
underdressed Justin Bieber
and less costly performers
entertained Ambani’s over-
dressed, obsequious
guests. A pantheon of
Bollywood idols suc-
cumbed to the gravitational
pull of his wealth.

BJP’s PM Narendra
Modi flew in to give the
couple his blessing. The
pampered VIP guests in-
cluded two former British
PMs, Tony Blair and Boris
Johnson. Rishi Sunak
would have completed a
hat-trick.

Notable absentees
were members of the
Gandhi family. They re-
member that when Rahul
Gandhi’s grandmother
Indira Gandhi married
Feroze Gandhi in 1942,
she wore not clusters of
jewellery retrieved from
the vaults of Mumbai’s
diamond market, but ear-
rings and bracelets made
from fresh flowers. Her
khadi sari had been woven
from thread spun by her
father Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru while in jail during
the freedom movement.

Sonia Gandhi chose to
wear the same sari for her
wedding in 1968, as did her
daughter Priyanka Gandhi
in 1997. In the Nehru dy-
nasty, power passes not
through the barrel of a gun,
but via the pallu of a khadi
sari. In Pakistan, a similar

‘quasi-royal’ wedding took
place in 1987, when
Benazir Bhutto married
Asif Zardari. One report
mentioned: “She eliminated
the dowry, had only two
shalwar kameez instead of
the traditional nearly 51
dresses, and wore only one
layer of jewellery.” (The
£117,000 diamond neck-
lace she bought from a
Knightsbridge shop was a
post-nuptial acquisition.)

More recently, an-
other wedding — that be-
tween PTI leader Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra
— became newsworthy
for the wrong reasons.
Imran and Bushra Bibi
were married in 2018. It
was later alleged by her
former husband, Khawar
Maneka, that the marriage
had taken place before the
completion of the requisite
iddat period of three
months. Unchivalrously,
he also demanded that “a
medical examination of his
former wife” be made “to
ascertain her menstrual
cycle” to confirm his sus-
picion.

Marriages may be
made in heaven: they are
unravelled by earthly
courts. In any other coun-
try, such frivolous litiga-
tion would have been given
short shrift by any judge,
with costs being awarded
to the defendants. The
court exonerated Imran and
Bushra Bibi and ordered
that they be freed. Earlier,
the Supreme Court had
ruled in PTI’s favour in the
reserved seats case.

Someone, though, be-
hind the scenes, has a
zambeel of hidden tricks, a
crate of unexploded man-
goes. Before the court’s or-
der could be given effect,
NAB filed a new applica-
tion for their continued re-
mand. How much longer
will Imran Khan be kept
thus confined?

Some with long
memories might see an
analogy between two po-
litical leaders: the Awami
League leader Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in the
1970s, and now PTI’s

Imran Khan. Their crime
was to win a majority. The
public has had to bear the
punishment.

Sociologists see Paki-
stan as a country still at
war within itself. Its prov-
inces are at loggerheads
with each other over the
distribution of water and
fiscal allocations. Its po-
litical parties lunge at each
other’s throats for su-
premacy. Its parliament
considers debate and dia-
logue a waste of spittle. Its
superior judiciary is at
odds with subordinate
courts.

Its elders blame their
elders for societal failure.
Its you-th, like oppressed
East Germans, sear-ches
desperately for escape
tunnels. The public has to
surrender its civil liberties
because a terrorist (like the
Russian Red) lurks under
every bed.

The Israeli author
Yuval Harari is over-famil-
iar with terrorism. In his
book 21 Lessons for the
21st Century (2018), he
writes that terrorists don’t
think like army generals.
They are like theatre pro-
ducers. They concentrate
on the effect. He cites 9/11
as a prime example and uses
its aftermath (Iraq, Af-
ghanistan) to argue that
“overreaction to terrorism
poses a far greater threat
to our security than the ter-
rorists themselves”.

There are 76 years
left in Harari’s century. He
advises there is still time
to realign our education
systems towards the four
Cs: critical thinking, com-
munication, collaboration
and creativity. Time to re-
form our thinking, time to
reinvent ourselves. In the
US, nearly 75 per cent of
states have more prisons
and jails than degree-grant-
ing colleges. In the UK,
the new government pro-
poses to release prison-
ers early to stop jails be-
coming full in England and
Wales. The world needs
more schools than jails,
and fewer wedding dra-
mas.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Merger and a manacled media

Budget and parliament

Aurangzaib Khan

Five years after the merger
of former Fata with KP, the
threats to freedom of ex-
pression, journalists and
journalism, which were
prevalent during the ‘war
on terror’ years, persist.
Ongoing terrorist attacks
in the region have im-
peded the progress prom-
ised by the much-vaunted
merger. Journalists, tasked
with reporting on the
region’s unending chal-
lenges and instability,
have themselves become
casualties of a fraught en-
vironment. Be it the state,
society, government poli-
cies, or tribal attitudes to-
wards the media and jour-
nalism, all continue to be
shaped by a security out-
look. Militancy and the at-
tendant securitisation
have fostered an oppres-
sive order marked by
threats, suspicion and
paranoia, undermining
opportunities for peace,
dialogue and develop-
ment. Defined and dis-
cussed in the idiom of se-
curity and combat, the re-
gion has remained trapped
in an insular, combative

and conservative tribal
mould that the merger
promised to break free
from.

This insecurity has
become something of a
chronic affliction. To illus-
trate the point, one only
has to consider the
threats to journalists in
former Fata in the wake of
9/11, which continue de-
cades later. From witness-
ing an alarming number of
attacks and casualties
among journalists back
then, the region today re-
mains a dangerous and
volatile zone where jour-
nalists navigate a precari-
ous profession. The re-
cent tragic deaths of jour-
nalists Hayat Dawar and
Khalil Jibran underscore
this risk. Far from receiv-
ing the necessary support
from the state and media
organisations that jour-
nalists reporting in a
fraught theatre should,
they are left to their own
devices when it comes to
navigating hostilities from
state institutions, mili-
tants, governing authori-
ties in the tribal districts,
and tribes caught between
tradition and half-hearted
attempts at modernisation

and mainstreaming. To
quote a tribal journalist: “If
there is no safety, there
cannot be journalism but
controlled information
that serves the parties to
a conflict more than the
people caught in it.”

Displaced, threat-
ened or made immobile by
insecurity, accessing in-
formation has become
tough for journalists.
Consequently, informa-
tion, especially security-
related, is monopolised by
the security establish-
ment and district authori-
ties. Facts are hard to con-
firm independently, as
journalists can travel nei-
ther safely nor freely to the
site of a military operation.
Little has changed since
2001, when troubles
claimed the region; if any-
thing, the culture of se-
crecy, of monitoring and
intelligence-gathering as a
source of information, has
become more entrenched.
And, as the control over
the media to propagate
state narratives about the
region has become more
pervasive, so has an en-
vironment marked by a
lack of transparency, ac-
countability, and, indeed,

impunity.
FIVE years after the

merger of former Fata with
KP, the threats to freedom
of expression, journalists
and journalism, which
were prevalent during the
‘war on terror’ years, per-
sist. Ongoing terrorist at-
tacks in the region have
impeded the progress
promised by the much-
vaunted merger. Journal-
ists, tasked with reporting
on the region’s unending
challenges and instability,
have themselves become
casualties of a fraught en-
vironment. Be it the state,
society, government poli-
cies, or tribal attitudes to-
wards the media and jour-
nalism, all continue to be
shaped by a security out-
look. Militancy and the at-
tendant securitisation
have fostered an oppres-
sive order marked by
threats, suspicion and
paranoia, undermining
opportunities for peace,
dialogue and develop-
ment. Defined and dis-
cussed in the idiom of se-
curity and combat, the re-
gion has remained trapped
in an insular, combative
and conservative tribal
mould that the merger

promised to break free
from.

This insecurity has
become something of a
chronic affliction. To illus-
trate the point, one only
has to consider the
threats to journalists in
former Fata in the wake of
9/11, which continue de-
cades later. From witness-
ing an alarming number of
attacks and casualties
among journalists back
then, the region today re-
mains a dangerous and
volatile zone where jour-
nalists navigate a precari-
ous profession. The re-
cent tragic deaths of jour-
nalists Hayat Dawar and
Khalil Jibran underscore
this risk. Far from receiv-
ing the necessary support
from the state and media
organisations that jour-
nalists reporting in a
fraught theatre should,
they are left to their own
devices when it comes to
navigating hostilities from
state institutions, mili-
tants, governing authori-
ties in the tribal districts,
and tribes caught between
tradition and half-hearted
attempts at modernisation
and mainstreaming. To
quote a tribal journalist: “If

there is no safety, there
cannot be journalism but
controlled information
that serves the parties to
a conflict more than the
people caught in it.”

Displaced, threat-
ened or made immobile by
insecurity, accessing in-
formation has become
tough for journalists.
Consequently, informa-
tion, especially security-
related, is monopolised by
the security establish-
ment and district authori-
ties. Facts are hard to con-
firm independently, as
journalists can travel nei-
ther safely nor freely to the
site of a military operation.
Little has changed since
2001, when troubles
claimed the region; if any-
thing, the culture of se-
crecy, of monitoring and
intelligence-gathering as a
source of information, has
become more entrenched.
And, as the control over
the media to propagate
state narratives about
the region has become
more pervasive, so has
an environment marked
by a lack of transpar-
ency, accountability,
and, indeed, impunity.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Quetta

Ahmed Bilal
Mehboob

Although an intense pub-
lic debate had been going
on about the contents and
quality of the recently
passed federal budget,
there has not been much
discussion on the deeply
flawed process of its pas-
sage, with little to no
value added to the docu-
ment in parliament.

The little respect ac-
corded to the budget has
been highlighted this year
more than at any other
time in Pakistan’s parlia-
mentary history,  al-
though the practice of
overspending and shifting
allocations from one head
to another after the pas-
sage of the budget has
been the norm since the
1973 Constitution was
enacted. This year, the
overspending of the pre-
vious two financial years
reached a record high, as
appropriately highlighted
in a front-page story in
this newspaper on July 8,
2024. According to the
newspaper report,  the
National  Assembly
passed Rs9.4 trillion in
expenditure overruns, an
amount five times higher
than the one approved
last year.

The expenditure
overruns are post-facto
presented before the Na-
tional Assembly in the
form of the supplemen-
tary budget; the National
Assembly routinely ap-
proves them with little or
no debate because mem-
bers consider such debate
futile in the face of expen-
diture already incurred.
For example, this year,
the House did not even
debate the supplementary
and excess budget and not
a single cut motion was
moved on any supple-
mentary or excess budget.
As a result, the supple-
mentary and excess de-
mands for grants for FYs
2022-23 and 2023-24
were approved without
any discussion.

These major,  far-
reaching, post-approval
changes in the budget are
made by the executive us-
ing Article 84 in the case
of the federal budget, and
Article 124 for the pro-
vincial  budgets.  The
powers granted to the ex-
ecutive through these ar-
ticles make the parlia-
mentary budget process
and approval a meaning-
less exercise.

Pakistan and
Bangladesh seem to be the
only two countries in the

world which allow this
kind of discretion to the
executive to modify the
budget approved by par-
liament in almost any way
it likes. What is worse,
parliament is not even in-
formed at  the time of
making modifications to
the approved budget, let
alone seeking its prior
consent. All changes made
in the budget are collec-
tively presented in the
National Assembly at the
end of the financial year,
along with the budget for
the next year.

In order to respect
the sanctity of parlia-
mentary approval, it is
important that parliament
revisit Articles 84 and
124 of the Constitution.
To begin with, there is no
justification for the execu-
t ive to  incur excess
amounts and alter  the
budget in any manner
once parliament has ac-
corded its approval after
the debate. Even if there
is an emergency and modi-
fications to the budget
become unavoidable, it is
not difficult in this day
and age of modern com-
munication and transport
to call an emergency ses-
sion of the National As-
sembly to consider the
proposed modifications

and give prior approval if
deemed fit. Seeking prior
emergency approval from
the National Assembly
Standing Committee on
Finance and Revenue may
be another option if con-
vening of a parliamentary
session is not possible for
any reason.

The Danish parlia-
ment gave this power to
its finance committee;
one can assess the suit-
ability of adopting such a
measure in Pakistan, but
it should be absolutely
unacceptable in a democ-
racy to allow the execu-
tive to amend the budget
after it has been approved
by parliament. It is rather
unfortunate that  our
honourable parliamentar-
ians seldom raise objec-
t ions to  this blatant
breach of parliamentary
privilege. As a matter of
fact, amending the Con-
stitution to establish par-
liamentary supremacy in
budgetary matters should
be a bipartisan concern.

The National  As-
sembly passed two
amendments to Rule 201
in its Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business
in 2013 and 2016. Accord-
ing to one amendment,
which added sub-rule
201(6), each federal min-

istry was bound to share
the proposals regarding
the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme of
the ministry with the
concerned standing com-
mittee by Jan 31 each
year,  ahead of the
finalisation of PSDP pro-
posals.  Each standing
committee, according to
the new rule, was sup-
posed to scrutinise the
proposals and send rec-
ommendations to the con-
cerned ministry/ division
for consideration and in-
clusion in the PSDP by
March 1 each year.

The second amend-
ment was made by add-
ing sub-rule 201(7) in
2016, which obligated the
concerned ministries to
submit a compliance re-
port  to the concerned
standing committees
within 30 days of the
submission of recommen-
dations. It also required
each ministry to show
reasons in case the com-
mittee recommendations
were not included in the
federal budget.

Because of the disso-
lution of the National As-
sembly and the subse-
quent non-existence of
the National Assembly
standing committees in
January, the PSDP pro-

posals could not be sent
to the standing commit-
tees this year. However,
the status of implemen-
tation of Rules 201(6)
and (7) during the past 10
years from 2014 to 2023
is extremely disappoint-
ing. According to the data
obtained from the Na-
tional Assembly Secre-
tariat, the National As-
sembly standing commit-
tees, whose number fluc-
tuated between 26 and 29
in different years, for-
warded a total of 202 rec-
ommendations to the re-
spective ministries during
the past 10 years, but not
a single recommendation
was accepted by any
ministry! What is even
worse, none of the minis-
tries cared to convey the
reasons for non-inclusion
of the recommendations
in the budget, in total dis-
regard of National As-
sembly Rule 201(7)(b).

These two case stud-
ies clearly manifest
parliament’s extremely
weak role in the budget
process. Can some party
or, preferably, a bipartisan
group of MNAs raise this
alarming matter in the Na-
tional Assembly with the
objective of giving a mean-
ingful role to parliament in
the budget process?
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi presides joint meeting of public Sectors Universities VCS,
GIZ and NAVTTC at Governor House.

KARACHI: CM Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a meeting of KMC
to discuss a plan to bring its 28 off-road CNG buses on the road .

GILGIT: VC Karakoram International University Attaullah Shah and
President Al Khadmat Foundation Faridullah Khan signing MoU between
KIU and Al Khadmat Foundation.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Primary and Secondary Healthcare
Khawaja Imran Nazeer presides over the meeting about Punjab Hepatitis
Control Program.

KARACHI: Commuters struggle to move forward
in a flooded street after heavy monsoon rains in
Pakistan’s port city of Karachi.

GUJRANWALA: People are enjoying bath at a
tube-well to beat the heat of scorching sun to cool
them from current hot weather of summer season,
in Gujranwala.

CM directs for establishing
combined sewerage, urban

flooding control systems

Governor KP chairs joint conference
of VCs, GIZ, NAVTTC to provide
employment opportunities abroad

CM Maryam lauds
Ashura security
arrangements

Maryam Nawaz wants
prosperous and developing

Punjab: Azma Bukhari

Minister says:

Punjab govt introducing
cutting-edge technology to
transform learning trends

Nazir Abbassi reaffirms
PTI govt’s commitment
to public development

Historic milestone in
breast cancer diagnosis

achieved by LGH

Uplift work worth billions
of rupees in progress in

South Punjab: ACS

Punjab finance dept
approves 197 posts for Holy

Family Hospital Rawalpindi

Rs750m released for
families of 362 cops

Foolproof security
provided to 13th Muharram

procession in Taxila

MQM-P
lawmakers

call on Sindh
Governor

KARACHI (APP): The
lawmakers belonging to
Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM)
Pakistan called on Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori at
Governor House here
Saturday.

Senior Deputy
Convenor of MQM
Pakistan Dr. Farooq Sattar,
Leader of the Opposition
in Sindh Assembly Ali
Kh ursh id i ,  Kh awaja
Izharul Hasan and other
members of National and
Provincial Assemblies
br iefed  th e  S in dh
Go vernor  abou t  t he
prob lems  and  needs
faced by the people in
their constituencies.

They also gave
suggestions for starting the
Governor’s initiative in
their respective
constituencies.

Funeral prayer
of father of

PIO offered;
Governor
KP attends

PESHAWAR (APP):
Funeral prayer of Ghulam
Sabir, the father of Principal
Information Officer (PIO),
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting,
Mubashir Hassan was
offered here on Friday.

Besides others, the
funeral prayer of the
deceased was attended by
Khyber Pakthunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, officers of Ministry
of Information and
Broadcasting, media
persons, civil officers,
journalists and elites of the
city in large number.

Later, the deceased
was laid to rest at his
ancestral graveyard. The
Qul of the deceased would
be offered on Monday at
Board of Intermediate and
Secondary Education
(BISE), Peshawar’s colony
at Jamrud Road Peshawar.

Late Ghulam Sabir
was also the father of
retired senior bureaucrat
Ahmad Hassan and senior
officer of BISE Peshawar
Aftab Hassan.

The people and well
wishers are coming to the
residence of PIO Mubashir
Hassan and are offering
fateha for eternal peace of
his father who passed
away due to protracted
illness.

Father killed,
two kids hurt

in road mishap
M U Z A F A R G A R H
(APP): A person was killed
while his two kids
sustained injuries as a
motorcycle slipped near at
Head Taunsa barrage road.

According to Rescue
officials, a citizen named
Salman Thaheem resident
of Basti Ara Daira Deen
Panah was going
somewhere along with kids
riding on motorcycle.
Suddenly they fell down
after motorbike slipped
near Head Taunsa barrage
road Daira Deen Panah.

As a result, Salman
Thaheem died on the spot
while his two kids
sustained injuries.

Reception
planned for
gold medal

winning sisters
LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Central Punjab Minority
Wing Vice President Edwin
Sohotra will host a grand
reception in honour of the
Christian sisters who
brought pride to Pakistan
by winning five gold
medals.The event would
include members of the
Christian community from
the provincial capital.

According to a PPP
spokesperson, the
reception would celebrate
achievements of Veronica
Sohail, Sabeel Sohail, and
Twinkle Sohail, who are
scheduled to arrive on
Monday morning from
South Africa. The athletes
secured their gold medals
in the Asian Pacific African
Compound Powerlifting
Championship, and they
have dedicated their
victories to Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto.

6 dead, 1337
injured in 1169
RTCs in Punjab
LAHORE (APP): At least
six persons were killed and
1337 injured in Road
Traffic Crashes (RTCs) in
all 37 districts of Punjab
during the last 24 hours.
Out of these, 641 people
with serious injuries were
shifted to different
hospitals, while 696
victims with minor injuries
were treated at the incident.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has
emphasised the necessity
of establishing an urban
flooding control system in
the city for which low-
lying hotspot areas
vulnerable to flooding
needed to be identified,
enabling the design of
sewer tunnels leading to the
main interceptor tunnels at
Lyari and Malir River.

First, hotspots of
low-lying prone to urban
flooding areas need to be
identified, the sewer
tunnels would be designed
including their alignment
and outfall points so that
the tunnels bring water to
the main interceptor
tunnels at Lyari and Malir
River, Murad Shah said and
added to achieve the
objective rejuvenation of

Lyari and Malir Rivers by
making them free from all
sewer outfall structures
into both rivers may also
be undertaken.

He said this in a
meeting held here at CM
House on Saturday.
Minister Local Govt Saeed
Ghani, Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Ahab, Chief
Secretary Asif Hyder Shah,
PSCM Agha Wasif,
Secretary LG Khalid
Hyder Shah, CEO
Salahuddin, Municipal
Commissioner KMC
Afzal Zaidi and others
attended the meeting.

During the discussion,
it was observed that some
of the leading causes of
urban flooding were
clogging of drains with
solid waste, obstruction of
flow in the drains, lack of
outfall infrastructures,

growing squatter
settlements and
encroachments.

The CM said that
efforts were made to tackle
this problem by removing
unauthorized settlements
or cleaning drains and
developing watershed
plans but these actions
remained ineffective in the
long run. “We can construct
new sewage tunnels in
flood-prone areas which
would carry a load of
sewage from internal trunk
sewers in the city and bring
wastewater to treatment
plants,” the CM said.

CM said that his
government was building
treatment plants according
to the wastewater
generated in the city and
its by-products may be
used for agriculture and
horticulture.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, chairing a
video link meeting here on
Saturday, appreciated all
ministers, cabinet
committee on law & order,
commissioners, deputy
commissioners, RPOs and
DPOs for making best
administrative and security
arrangements on Ashura.
The CM appreciated them
all by their names one by
one. “My team made me
proud by making great
arrangements. On behalf of
Quaid Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif,  I congratulate
everyone,” she said.
Inspector General Police,
Home Secretary and other
relevant officers also
participated in the meeting.
CM Maryam Nawaz
praised “Sabil on Wheels”
for mourners, and
commended the first-ever

provision of ‘Niaz’ at
government level. She said,
“Before Ashura, provincial
ministers personally met
and took on board scholars
of different schools of
thought to ensure peace and
harmony on the day. She
added that law and order
was ensured by following
security instructions.

She said that
ministers, officers and
police remained in the field
day in and day out, adding
that drone monitoring of
large processions had been
very beneficial. She
directed immediate arrest
of those responsible for the
incident in Sheikhupura.

Maryam Nawaz said
that security arrangements
without shutting down
mobile phone and Internet
services was a huge
success, adding that traffic
managements.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Saturday
presided over a joint
conference at Governor
House Peshawar, attended
by Vice Chancellors of 34
public sector universities
of the province, officials
from the German
development agency GIZ,
and representatives from
National Vocational and
Technical Training
Commission (NAVTTC).

DG NAVTTC Irfan
Yousafzai, and Tahir Khan,
Qamar Sadiq, and Qaiser
Khan from GIZ
participated.

The conference
featured detailed briefings
from GIZ on the demand
for skilled individuals in
European countries,
procedures for skilled

immigration visas in
Germany, and educational
scholarships under German
institutions’ programs.

It was emphasized
that there is a need for
700,000 skilled individuals
in IT, medical fields
including doctors and
nurses, and other sectors
across European countries.

Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi expressed the
province’s commitment to
providing employment
opportunities abroad,
particularly in European
countries, to talented and
capable youth and women.
He highlighted the
consultation session’s
objective between Vice
Chancellors, NAVTTC,
and GIZ to explore
employment prospects for
youth.

The Governor

announced Prime
Minister’s allocation of
PKR 4 to 20 billion for
technical education
programs, with a focus on
empowering youth from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. The Governor
stressed the need for more
attention to skill
development programs to
empower local youth,
especially amidst
challenging economic
conditions. “It is
imperative to establish
language centers for
learning German in all
provinces, including
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,”
emphasized Faisal Karim
Kundi, underscoring the
importance of language
proficiency for obtaining
immigration visas and
degrees’ easy verification
in Germany.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister
Azma Bukhari said on
Saturday that a prosperous
and developing province
was the dream of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz.

In a statement issued
here, she said that political
opponents should
compete with Maryam
Nawaz on basis of
performance. She said that
e d u c a t i o n ,
health, employment and
infrastructure development
had never been priority of

the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf government. Azma
Bukhari said that there was
no space of politics for
those who were involved
in the May 9 incident.
“How those who had burnt
the monuments of martyrs
could claim to be patriot,”
she added.

“The PML-N has
always played on the front
line whenever the country
needed it,” she said and
added that still the PML-
N government was making
sincere efforts to put the
country on the right path.

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Minister for Revenue and
Estate Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Nazir
Ahmad Abbasi on Saturday
reaffirmed the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government’s dedication to
the development of the
people. He highlighted that
development projects for
underprivileged and
deprived areas will be
completed through
thorough consultation.

He was addressing
various delegations at
Jadoon House in
Abbottabad. The event
was attended by former
Tehsil Council member
Rashid Khan, Village
Chairman Munir Khan, and
representatives from
Union Council Baldhairi,
Banda Peer Khan and
Union Council Mirpur.

The minister

emphasized that ongoing
efforts were focused on
resolving public issues at
their doorstep, ensuring
that the people can truly
experience the positive
impact of change. He
stressed that the PTI
government was working
diligently to realize the
vision of Imran Khan, with
a primary focus on the
construction and
development of backward
and deprived areas.

The minister assured
that development projects
would be initiated through
consultation to address the
specific needs of these
areas. During the event,
elders from the Union
Councils informed the
minister about the issues in
their regions and got the
promise of complete
resolution from the
provincial minister.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Provincial Education
Minister Rana Sikandar
Hayat Saturday said that
in a bid to revolutionize the
education sector, the
Punjab government has
been announced its
commitment to introduce
the latest technology in
schools to cover subjects
ranging from basic literacy
and numeracy to advanced
IT skills.

Talking to a private
news channel, Hayat
emphasized that  this
initiative is a crucial step
towards preparing
Punjab’s youth for the
challenges of the 21st

century, adding, we are
committed to providing
our students with the

skills and knowledge they
need to succeed in an
increasingly digital world.

The government
plans to roll out the
initiative in phases, starting
with select schools in major
cities and eventually
expanding to all districts
across Punjab, he added.

Education experts and
stakeholders have
welcomed the move, hailing
it as a significant step
forward for education in
the province, he added.

This bold initiative is
expected to benefit over
million students across
Punjab’s remote areas,
bridging the educational
divide and unlocking new
opportunities for social
mobility, he mentioned.

MULTAN (APP):
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS) South Punjab Fuad
Hashim Rabbani stated
that developmental
projects worth billions of
rupees were underway
across the South Punjab
and efforts were also being
made to complete these on
time. He expressed these
views during a meeting
with former Director
Health Services Multan
Division Dr. Syedain Naqvi
here Saturday. He
maintained that the timely
completion of health and
education projects were
his top priority. Fuad also

informed about the ongoing
construction of road
infrastructure and
flyovers. The construction
of Nishtar II and Nawabpur
Road in Multan has
provided much needed
convenience to the public,
he told. Similarly, he said
the South Punjab
Secretariat is in its final
stages of completion which
will benefit the common
men. He added that the
South Punjab Secretariat
and all its officers were
working tirelessly to
resolve the issues of the
people and to lay a network
of developmental projects.

LAHORE (APP): In a
significant development
aimed at bolstering the
healthcare system, the
Punjab Finance
Department has approved
197 vacant posts for Holy
Family Hospital
Rawalpindi. The
announcement was made
by Punjab Minister for the
Department of Specialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education, Khawaja

Salman Rafique, in a
statement issued on
Saturday.

The minister hailed
the approval as a positive
step, stating, “The
approval of 197 vacancies
is very welcome.” He
emphasized that the
completion of the human
resource requirements will
greatly enhance the
hospital’s performance and
efficiency.

LAHORE (APP): The
Central Research Lab of
Post-graduate Medical
Institute at the Lahore
General Hospital (LGH)
has achieved a significant
milestone in the field of
medicine with the
successful implementation
of the BRCA-1 test for
breast cancer diagnosis.

The LGH has now
become the first public
sector hospital in Pakistan
to offer advanced breast
cancer diagnosis and
genetic identification
testing using state-of-the-
art facilities and imported
kits. Patients have already
begun to benefit from this
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
advancement.

The achievement was

announced by Principal of
Ameer-Uddin Medical
College Professor Dr. Al-
Fareed Zafar, during a
press briefing on Saturday.
He commended the efforts
of Dr. Ghazala Rubi,
Director of the Central
Research Lab, and her team
for their dedication in
launching the advanced
BRCA-1 test. He
emphasised that the test
was particularly beneficial
for women with a family
history of breast cancer or
those genetically
predisposed to the disease.
The BRCA-1 test
identifies genetic markers
that indicate the likelihood
of developing breast cancer
by comparing normal genes
with affected ones.

LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General of Police
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
has taken a commendable
step for the welfare of the
families of police
employees who died
during service.

This initiative by IG
Punjab has alleviated the
financial difficulties of the
families of police
employees who passed
away during their service.
The IG Punjab has issued
orders to grant Rs750
million to the families of
362 employees who died
during service in various
districts, including Lahore.
He said that the families of
every police employee
who died during service

would receive an
immediate financial grant
according to the rules and
regulations. He mentioned
that Rs10 million was being
spent daily on various
welfare initiatives for the
force.

This year, over Rs1.3
billion is being spent on
funds for employees and
their families. The IG
Punjab emphasized that the
issues of police employees
regarding health, education,
weddings, pensions, and
other matters were being
resolved promptly. He
instructed supervisory
officers to maintain a close
liaison with their
subordinates and provide
all possible relief.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The 13th Muharram ul
Harram procession was
held in Taxila with
elaborated security
measures put in place by
the Rawalpindi Police here
Saturday.

According to police
s p o k e s m a n ,
Superintendent of police
(SP) Potohar Nasir Nawaz,
along with the SDPO Taxila
and SHO Wah Cantt visited
the routes of 13th

Muharram procession.
The SP reviewed the

security and traffic
arrangements at various
points and issued necessary
instructions to the officers.

A total of 1,200
officers and jawans from
the Rawalpindi Police were
deployed on duty for the
central procession, along
with 50 traffic police
officers to maintain the
flow of traffic.

The officers on duty
were instructed to remain
alert and senior officers
should check and brief the
duty staff regularly.
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LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Agriculture and Livestock Syed Ashiq
Hussain Kirmani in a group photo during his visit to Buffalo Research
Institute Pattoki.

FAISALABAD: Senior Vice President Chamber of Commerce Faisalabad,
Dr. Sajjad holding a press conference against expensive electricity.

ISLAMABAD: Green banana being preserved for ripening at I-11 Food and
Vegetable Market in the Federal Capital.

LAHORE: Vendor displaying Children’s plastic toys to attract the customers
at roadside in the city.

LAHORE: President All Pakistan Anjuman Tajran,
Khalid Pervez holding a press conference along
with others against the sales tax imposed on traders
in Press Club in the Provincial Capital.

Minister unveils comprehensive
plan to ensure food security,
digitize agriculture sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for National Food
Security Rana Tanveer
Hussain on Saturday
unveiled a comprehensive
plan to ensure food
security for future
generations and highlighted
the role of digital
agriculture in improving
crop management.

Talking to a private
news channel, the minister
highlighted the importance
of adopting sustainable
practices and innovative
technologies to enhance
productivity and
competitiveness.

The landmark
initiative aims to combat
climate change, water
scarcity, and food
shortages, posing a
significant threat to the
country’s food
sovereignty, he added.

M i n i s t e r ’

comprehensive strategy is
seen as a beacon of hope
for the sector ’s
revitalization and a
testament to the
government’s commitment
to ensuring a food-secure
future for all.

He said that the time
has come for us to rethink
our approach and adopt
policies that prioritize
sustainability, efficiency,
and innovation, adding, we
must work together to
create an environment that
fosters growth, creates
jobs, and improves lives.

The minister argued
that embracing technology
and innovation is vital to
transform the farming
sector and meet the growing
demands of a rising
population.

“The traditional
methods of farming are no
longer sufficient to meet

our needs, the minister
said, adding, we must
adopt scientific
approaches to agriculture,
leveraging technology and
research to enhance crop
yields, improve resource
management, and promote
sustainable practices.”

The minister also
highlighted the sector’s
contribution to
employment and
livelihoods, noting that
millions of people depend
on agriculture for their
income.

“We must support
our farmers and
agricultural workers by
providing them with the
resources and
infrastructure they need to
thrive,” he said.

The minister stressed
that food security remains
a top priority for the
government.

CM Murad wants 28 KMC air
conditioned CNG buses to be
renovated, put on city routes

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah presiding
over a meeting directed
Mayor Karachi to work
out a proposal to add 28-
air conditioned CNG buses
of KMC to the Peoples
Bus Service fleet so that
they could be put on any
existing or new routes in
the city.

The meeting was
attended by Minister of
Local Government Saeed
Ghani, Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab, PSCM
Agha Wasif,  Secretary
Local Govt Khalid Hyder
Shah, Secretary Finance
Fayaz Jatoi and Municipal
Commissioner KMC
Afzal Zaidi.

Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab briefing
the CM said that the
defunct city district

government of Karachi had
procured 75 buses.

 The buses operated
on CNG; of them, 14
buses were donated to
different organizations.
La te r  1 0  b uses  were
do nated  to  Karach i
Un ivers i ty,  t he
remaining buses remained
in operation till 2017 and
then the operations were
discontinued due to the
non-availability of CNG
and poor maintenance.

He said that 51 buses
were in different stages of
decay and were available
with KMC.  28 buses, if
repaired, could be put in
operation, one of them the
KMC has reconditioned
through private sources.

The repaired vehicle
has been converted into
diesel fuel and the bus has
been reconditioned for Rs

8 million.
Minister Local Govt

Saeed Ghani proposed that
the cost estimate for the
renovation of 28 buses may
be carried out first and then
reconditioning may be
started, if feasible.

It was proposed that
these 28 buses, after
renovation, may be used as
shuttle service from
Numaish up to Old Radio
Pakistan or Tower which
ultimately would be the
route of Red Line BRT.

The CM directed the
KMC to work out a plan
for the renovation of its 28
buses. “If the renovation
proposal is approved the
transport department
would be assigned the task
of upgrading them and
putting them on the route
or turning them into shuttle
service as suggested.

ARCSP calls for lowering
markup rate to 12 pc,
re evaluation of IPPs

MULTAN (APP): Alliance
of Recognized Chambers
of  South Punjab (ARCSP)
has urged the government
to bring the markup rate at
12 percent and reevaluation
of Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) for fixing
capacity charges keeping in
view the actual value of the
assets.

Addressing a crowded
news conference at Multan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (MCCI) here
S a t u r d a y,  P r e s i d e n t
MCCI, Main Rashid Iqbal
stated that the mark up
rate was 20.5 percent and
the inflation rate was 11
percent in the country
whereas it was fixed by
inflation rate plus one
percent across the world.
He appealed to the govt to
reduce it to 12 percent and
the tariff of the electricity
as it had gone beyond the
affordability of everyone
because up to Rs 70  per
unit is too high to pay.

Flanked by presidents
of BCCI, Khanewal, Jhang,
Vehari, DG Khan, RY Khan
Chambers and Chairman
APBUMA, Syed Asim
Shah, PCGA Vice
Chairman, Wasim Hanif,
President Small Traders

and small industries,
Sheikh Faisal, former
presidents Khawaja
Muhammad Yousuf, Main
Fazal Elahi and others, the
MCCI President called
upon the government to
bring the rate to nine cents
and reverse the SRO
350. About the IPPs, he
disclosed that these were
installed at inflated rates
by over invoicing of
machinery and plants
prices, rates of plots etc
adding that re-evaluation
would help minimize the
capacity charges. It will be
very difficult for the
industry to sustain under
the hard circumstances the
industry was going
through, Mian Rashid Iqbal
said and appealed to the
government to introduce
business friendly policies
for the industrialists.

Replying to a
question, the MCCI
President called upon the
business tycoons owning
IPPS to help the
government bring down
capacity charges following
the the known
businessman SM Tanvir
who offered reduction in
tariff rates of IPPS owned
by him.

Hanif Abbasi announces
professional courses for
food sector employees

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Member National
Assembly (MNA) Hanif
Abbasi on Saturday
announced professional
courses to be conducted
under the patronage of the
government for employees
working in the food sector.

The announcement
came after the meeting of
the senior Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader and member of the
National Assembly with
President Restaurants
Caterers Sweets and
Bakers Association
Muhammad Farooq
Chaudhry and Chairman
Mumtaz Ahmed here, a
news release said.

President Rawalpindi
Restaurants Caterers
Sweets and Bakers
Association, Muhammad
Farooq Chaudhry and
Chairman Mumtaz Ahmed
welcomed the
announcement of MNA
Hanif Abbasi.

On this occasion,
Hanif Abbasi said that the
government would provide
professional courses to the
employees related to the
food sector at the
government level so that
the people related to the
food sector could be
employed not only in
Pakistan but also outside
the country. He said the
food sector provides the
most employment to the
skilled people for whom
regular classes will be
started in the technical
co l leges  o f t he
government.

Officials of the
Association should also
visit technical colleges in
this regard whereas a
formal approval will be
taken from the Prime
Minister House for the
courses so that the people
could get the best
employment opportunities
and unemployment could
be eliminated, he said.

FCCI demands
withdrawal of

IPPs agreements

Abbasi’s efforts lead to
approval of Rs 3.3bln clean
water project for Havelian

Govt urged to fulfill
Goods Transport

Association’s demands

Commissioner chairs
review session of

LePARK

Rs.1.0419bn
fine imposed on

electricity thieves

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Divisional Commissioner
Zaid bin Maqsood
conducted a
comprehensive review of
Lahore Parking Company
(LePARK) during a meeting
at his office on Saturday.

Chief Executive
Officer of Lahore Parking
Company and DC Lahore
Rafia Haider provided
insights into the company’s
operations and objectives.

The commissioner
was briefed that LePARK
manages 150 operational
sites across six zones in
Lahore, encompassing a
total of 244 notified sites,
including three automated
facilities. Lahore currently
operates five out of its six
rotary parking systems,
with plans underway to
activate the sixth.

During the briefing, it
was emphasised that the

LePARK board had
integrated the Chief Traffic
Officer (CTO) to facilitate
effective policy
implementation.

The officials
highlighted LePARK’s
pivotal role in organising
parking arrangements for
various events in Lahore,
ensuring ample and cost-
effect ive parking
facilities.

Commissioner Zaid
bin Maqsood conducted a
thorough assessment of
LePARK’s organisational
structure, financial health,
board governance, and
parking infrastructure
during the session. The
General Manager and Chief
Finance Officer of
LePARK presented
reports on enforcement
activities and financial
performance over the past
three months.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) has demanded
withdrawal of the
agreements signed with the
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs) “in
greater national interest”.
Addressing a press
conference here on
Saturday, Dr Sajjad
Arshad, acting FCCI
president, said the IPPs
started in 1994 when the
country was experiencing
the worst-ever load-
shedding. Hubco was the
first IPP while the installed
capacity of IPPs jumped
from 3,000-MW to
20,000-MW in 2013. It
would swell to 43,000-
MW in 2024 whereas the
consumption of electricity
was still restricted to only
13,000-MW.

He said that some
IPPs were getting billions
of rupees without
producing even a single
unit of electricity under the
head of capacity charges.
Hence, the price of
electricity had touched the
figure of Rs. 70-80 per unit
only due to the addition of

unrealistic capacity
charges. He said that the
IMF package had further
aggravated the situation
which opened the
floodgates of taxes and the
majority of people were
unable to pay their
electricity bills.

The FCCI
representative regretted
that the FBR had been
empowered to issue non-
bailable arrest warrants for
businessmen. He said that
people following the
prophetic profession of
trading were being dubbed
as thieves, though they
were paying hefty taxes to
run the state institutions.
He said the situation had
forced them to migrate to
other countries or dump
their savings and
investments in banks
instead of injecting them
into the economy. “Bank’s
deposits have crossed the
limit of 30 trillion due to
this reason,” he said and
added that 25pc industry
had been closed rendering
millions of workers jobless
and the situation was
fomenting lawlessness in
the country.

LAHORE (APP): The
government should
promptly fulfill the
legitimate demands of the
Good Transport
Association. Highlighting
the problems of this sector
amidst current economic
conditions and other
challenges, there is a dire
need for effective security
measures under Azm-e-
Istehkam to ensure smooth
business operations.
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) Senior Vice
President Zafar Mahmood
Chaudhry expressed these
views while addressing a
joint delegation of Pakistan
Goods Transport
Association and Pakistan
Traders and Manufacturers
Alliance here at LCCI on

Saturday. The delegation,
comprising President
Nabeel Mahmood, Senior
Vice President Malik
Adnan, Vice Presidents
Marza Arshad, Mumtaz
Khan, Chairman Faisalabad
Union Chaudhry Mohsin,
General Secretary Zahid
Saeed, from Pakistan
Traders and Manufacturers
Alliance General Secretary
Muhammad Waqar,
Muhammad Ijaz Mushtaq,
Hafiz Imran, Syed Ahmed
Bukhari and M. Asim,
presented their demands.

The delegation urged
for uniform application of
axle load limits across
Pakistan, returning of
overweight vehicles instead
of fines and withdrawal of
challans by Motorway Police
without violating traffic laws.

FAISALABAD (APP):
The Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company
(FESCO) has imposed
Rs.1.0419 billion fine on
10,312 electricity thieves
caught during last 315 days
of anti-power-theft
campaign in the FESCO
region.

Spokesman Tahir
Sheikh said here on
Saturday that FESCO had
launched a vigorous anti-
theft drive in six circles of
its region and during 315
days of this campaign the
anti-theft teams of the
company caught 10312
power pilferers including
56 electricity thieves
during last 24 hours.

The company had
imposed a total fine of
Rs.1.0419 billion on the
pilferers under the head of
detection units of 24.2
million in addition to
getting cases registered
against 10144 accused.

The police had
arrested 7636 electricity
thieves so far besides
recovering Rs.746.6
million.

Giving further details,
he said that the FESCO
teams detected electricity
theft at 2482 points in
First Circle Faisalabad and
imposed a fine of Rs.247.9
million on them under the
head of 5885,000 million
detection units.

In Second Circle
Faisalabad, the FESCO
teams caught 1926
electricity thieves and
imposed a fine of Rs.195.2
million under 4963,000
detection units.

Similarly, 1143 cases
of electricity theft were
detected in Jhang Circle and
the company handed down
the power pilferers with a
fine of Rs.113.4 million
under 3271,000 detection
units.

He further said that
1512 electricity thieves
were caught from Sargodha
Circle and they were
imposed a fine of Rs.155.4
million under 3385,000
detection units.

In Mianwali Circle,
2582 consumers were
found involved in
electricity theft.

HAVELIAN (APP):
Former Federal Minister
and Secretary General of
PML-N Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Murtaza
Javed Abbasi,  has
announced the approval of
a Rs 3.33 billion clean
water project for Havelian
Abbottabad.

Murtaza Abbasi
highlighted in a press
statement that while some
individuals are attempting
to take credit for this
project for cheap publicity,
the PML-N has always
worked for public welfare,
giving credit to Allah and
those who sincerely
contributed to the project.
He emphasized that the
public is well aware of the
true efforts behind this
initiative.

The project addresses
Havelian’s major water
problem by removing ten

tube wells and providing
clean drinking water to
92,000 people through a
gravity flow scheme.
Murtaza Javed Abbasi’s
personal interest and hard
work in this matter have
been pivotal in reaching this
milestone.

Initially launched in
2016, the Havelian Water
Supply Scheme faced
delays due to provincial
government negligence.
Efforts to restart the
project in 2021 were
unsuccessful. However,
under the PML-N
government in August
2023, and with Abbasi as
the Federal Minister, the
project gained momentum.
The CDWP approved the
PC-2, leading to the
project’s official approval.
The contract will soon be
awarded, and work is set
to begin shortly.

Minister
visits Buffalo

Research
Institute

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Livestock Minister Syed
Ashiq Hussain Kirmani on
Saturday visited Buffalo
Research Institute Pattoki
and inspected various
sections of the institute.

According to official
sources here, the minister
said that the government
was taking practical
measures for the
betterment of the sector. He
said that the department
was paying special
attention on fitness of
animals and to increase
milk and meat production
as per the vision of Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz.

Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani said that a number
of schemes had been started
in agriculture and livestock
sectors to facilitate farmers
possessing 1 to 12 acres of
land.

He further said that
400,000 animals would be
exported, adding that
‘Neeli Ravi’ cow was the
identity of Punjab. The
minister said, “We are
introducing milk and meat
breeds in Punjab.”

SIAL marks
over 4,840
metric ton
exports in
180 days

SIALKOT (APP): Sialkot
International Airport
Limited (SIAL) announced
a remarkable achievement
in its operations, having
exported over 4,840 metric
tons of goods in the past
180 days. This milestone
is a testament to the
airport’s growing role in
facilitating international
trade and supporting the
region’s economic
development a press
release said. Sialkot,
renowned for its vibrant
industrial base producing
sports goods, surgical
instruments, leather
products, and textiles, has
successfully leveraged the
airport’s state-of-the-art
infrastructure to expand its
reach in global markets.
This significant volume of
exports underscores the
airport’s commitment.

Gold rates
decrease by

Rs.1,000
per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of per tola of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.1,000 and was sold at
Rs. 250,000 on Saturday
against its sale at Rs.
251,000 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs. 857 to
Rs. 214,335 from Rs.
215,192 whereas that of 10
gram 22 karat gold went
down to Rs.196,473 from
Rs. 197,259, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
silver increased by Rs.70
to Rs.2,920 from Rs.2,850
whereas that of ten gram
silver went up by Rs.60.01
to Rs.2,503.42 from
Rs.2,443.41.

Over 4lacs
bales of cotton
arrival recorded

at ginneries
till July 15

MULTAN (APP): Seed
Cotton (Phutti) equivalent
to over four lac (4,42,041)
bales have reached ginning
factories across Pakistan
till July 15, 2024. According
to a fortnightly report of
Pakistan Cotton Ginners
Association (PCGA) issued
to media on Saturday,
Punjab ginning factories
recorded cotton arrival
figures of 1,14,375 bales
while arrivals to ginneries in
Sindh recorded at 3,27,666
bales including 2,63,282
reaching ginneries in
Sanghar district alone.
Arrivals in Baluchistan
were recorded at 11200
bales. Out of the total
arrivals, seed cotton
converted into bales was
recorded at 3,95,695 bales.

Expor ters / t raders
didn’t bought  cotton bales
while textile  sector bought
total 3,74,889 bales.
Trading Corporation of
Pakistan (TCP) has also
not yet started procuring
cotton in 2024,25, says the
report. As many as 67152
unsold bales stock was
present.

LAHORE: Craftsmen preparing big blower fans
used in big halls and for Industrials purposes in
the Provincial Capital.
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Trump says spoke with
Zelenskyy, pledges to

‘end the war’
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: US Re-
publican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump said on
Friday (Jul 19) he had spo-
ken by telephone with
Ukraine leader Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, and pledged to
end the European
country’s war with Russia.

“I appreciate Presi-
dent Zelenskyy for reach-
ing out because I, as your
next President of the United
States, will bring peace to
the world and end the war
that has cost so many lives
and devastated countless
innocent families,” Trump
said in a post on his Truth
Social platform.

“Both sides will be
able to come together and
negotiate a deal that ends
the violence and paves a
path forward to prosper-
ity.”

The United States has
provided tens of billions of
dollars in military assistance

for Kyiv since Russia
launched its full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022 - though a Trump
victory in the November
election would put
Washington’s continued
support into question.

Zelenskyy confirmed
the call, during which he
congratulated Trump on
formally becoming the Re-
publican Party’s presiden-
tial nominee, as well as
wishing the 78-year-old
well after an attempt on his
life a week ago.

“We agreed with
President Trump to discuss
at a personal meeting what
steps can make peace fair
and truly lasting,”
Zelenskyy said in a post on
X.

“I noted the vital bi-
partisan and bicameral
American support for pro-
tecting our nation’s freedom
and independence,” he said.

Trump has repeatedly

Commuters move along the road as Bangladeshi soldiers stand guard follow-
ing a curfew and the deployment of military forces in Dhaka on July 20 after
days of violent clashes during protests against government job quotas.

Quetta

Drone slips past Israel’s
air defence, hits Tel Aviv

Beijing vows to ease
local government debt
woes after key meeting

Monitoring Desk
TEL AVIV: A long-range
drone hit the centre of Tel
Aviv in the early hours of
Friday in an attack claimed
by the Yemen-based Houthi
militia that killed one man
and wounded four others,
the Israeli military and
emergency services said.

The explosion, which
footage shared on social
media suggested came from
the sea and did not trigger
air raid alarms, occurred
hours after the Israeli mili-
tary confirmed it had killed
a senior commander of the
Iran-backed Hezbollah mi-
litia in southern Lebanon.

Chief spokesperson
Rear Admi-ral Daniel Hagari
said the military assessed
that the drone, which hit a
building near the beachfront
close to US Embassy pre-
mises in Tel Aviv, was an
upgraded Iranian-made
Samad-3 model. “Our esti-
mation is that it arrived
from Yemen to Tel Aviv,”
he told a press briefing.

A spokesman for the
Houthis, which like

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Chinese officials
pledged Friday to help ease
debt pressure on local gov-
ernments through reforms
to the tax system after a key
political gathering in the
capital focused on
jumpstarting the faltering
economy.

All eyes were on how
this week’s Third Plenum
of the Communist Party in
Beijing, attended by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, might
tackle the deepening eco-
nomic malaise.

But few new policies
were announced as the meet-
ing wrapped up Thursday,
with officials pledging to
tackle “risks” in the
economy. The world’s sec-
ond-largest economy is
grappling with a property
debt crisis, weakening con-
sumption, and an ageing
population. Adding further
strain, local governments in
China face a ballooning debt
burden of $5.6 trillion, ac-
cording to the central gov-

ernment, raising worries
about wider economic sta-
bility. Beijing sought to al-
lay concerns at a Friday
press conference featuring
a lineup of officials.

“In response to the fi-
nancial difficulties of local
governments and basic
organisations, it is pro-
posed to refine the finan-
cial relationship between
the central and local govern-
ments,” said Han Wenxiu,
an official responsible for
financial and economic
policy planning. Authori-
ties would seek to expand
local sources of tax revenue
and limit expenditure re-
quirements on local govern-
ments that violated “regu-
lations”, Han said, without
sharing specifics.

Fitch lowered its out-
look on China’s sovereign
credit rating in April, citing
soaring general government
debt that it forecast would
reach 61.3 percent of the
country’s gross domestic
product this year.

Hezbollah are aligned with
Iran, said the group had at-
tacked Tel Aviv with a drone
and would continue to tar-
get Israel in solidarity with
Palestinians in Gaza.

The attack, which
took place ahead of a visit
to Washington by Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netan-yahu next week, is
likely to fan fears about fur-
ther fallout from the Gaza
crisis as the Houthis and
other Iranian proxies side
with Hamas.

Israel’s Defence Min-
ister Yoav Gallant met mili-
tary commanders to review
air defences and said the
country had to be ready for
all scenarios. “We must be
prepared for defensive and
offensive actions,” he said,
according to a statement
from his office.

An Israeli official said
the military was still inves-
tigating why the drone did
not trigger the alarm, but
initial reports suggested the
aircraft was identified but
the sirens were not sounded
due to human error.

South Africa leader
pledges to revive economy,

include the poor
Monitoring Desk

CAPE TOWN: President
Cyril Ramaphosa pledged
to revive South Africa’s flag-
ging economy and extend
prosperity to the many left
out of it, by resuscitating
factories and farms, build-
ing roads and seizing the
opportunities presented by
green energy.

In his first policy
speech to a new parliament
since the African National
Congress (ANC) lost its
ruling majority in May -
forcing it to team up with
its rivals - Ramaphosa also
pledged to get on top of the
nation’s debt burden.

“We have a clear inten-
tion to turn our country into
a construction site, as roads,
bridges, houses, schools,
hospitals and clinics are built
... and as new power lines
are installed,” the president
said at the official opening
of a new five-year term of

parliament. He acknowl-
edged that in the past 15
years, Africa’s most
industrialised economy had
“barely grown,” and “unem-
ployment, poverty and in-
equality (remain) ... ex-
tremely high.” After an op-
timistic decade following the
end of apartheid and the
election of Nelson Mandela,
South Africa has been mired
in political troubles, includ-
ing a lumbering response to
its deadly HIV/AIDS epi-
demic, grand corruption and
a systemic failure to deliver
services or even keep the
lights on.

Voters punished the
ANC for these shortcom-
ings in the May 29 election,
leaving it with just 40% of
the vote and forcing it into
a unity government, mostly
with the main opposition
Democratic Alliance (DA),
for the first time in three
decades.

Air India sends ferry flight
to Russia for stranded
US-bound passengers

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Air India
said on Friday a plane with
food and other essentials
was on its way to pick up
passengers stranded in Rus-
sia after the previous day’s
San Francisco-bound flight
made an emergency landing
there. An Air India airplane
flying from Delhi to the
West Coast city made an
emergency landing in Rus-
sia after the crew detected
a potential issue in the cargo
hold area, its second such
incident on the route in just
over a year. In a statement,
Air India said a team, in-
cluding crew and security
personnel, were on board
the ferry flight and that it
had set up a dedicated
hotline for anyone wanting
to reach out to passengers.

Many carriers, includ-
ing U.S. and European
Union airlines, avoid Rus-
sian airspace following the
war in Ukraine, but Air In-
dia uses that route, giving it
a flying time and cost ad-
vantage on U.S.-bound
flights.

The Indian embassy in
Russia said on social media
platform X that a team of
three senior officials and an
interpreter have reached

Krasnoyarsk airport to as-
sist the passengers. The
Boeing 777 aircraft, carry-
ing 225 passengers and 19
flight crew, made a precau-
tionary landing safely in the
Russian region of Siberia at
the Krasnoyarsk Interna-
tional Airport, the airline
said in a statement. The air-
port said the flight’s crew
had been moved to hotels,
and passengers were in the
international departure
area, which angered some of
those stranded, according to
social media posts.

Mayank Gupta,
whose mother was on the
flight, wrote on X he was
“sad and angry” that her
medicines and luggage re-
mained on the airplane.

A passenger said on X
that people were struggling
to get food and water, post-
ing a photo showing some
passengers sleeping on the
floor inside the airport area.

The airport said the
plane landed due to an acti-
vated smoke detector.

Shortly after the inci-
dent, Russia’s civil aviation
agency, Rosaviatsiya, said
the aircraft had taxied to a
parking spot after landing
and there had been no signs
of a fire or smoke onboard.

A police car lies on its side during unrest in Harehills, Leeds.

China, Canada should work
toward strategic partnership,

China’s Wang says

Nigeria’s unions,
government agree new

wage deal, averting strike

Hungary says
Ukraine halting
Lukoil oil transit

a threat to
long-term supply

Monitoring Desk
BUDAPEST: Ukraine’s
decision to halt the transit
of oil from Russia’s Lukoil
threatens the long-term se-
curity of supply for
Slovakia and Hungary,
Hungary’s Foreign Minis-
ter Peter Szijjarto told a
news briefing on Friday.

Slovakia and Hungary
said on Wednesday they had
stopped receiving oil from
Lukoil after Ukraine im-
posed a ban on the transit
of oil from the company
last month.

“We have been able to
stabilise the situation with
temporary solutions, but
these will not be enough
even for the near future,”
Szijjarto said.

Harvey
Weinstein’s

retrial set for
Nov 12

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK CITY:
Harvey Weinstein could be
retried on rape charges in
Manhattan on November
12 after a judge set a tenta-
tive trial date at a Friday
court hearing. Judge Curtis
Farber said he was also
open to an earlier start date
in September depending on
how pretrial discovery
plays out. Weinstein’s law-
yers say they want to pro-
ceed as soon as possible.

Weinstein, 72, has de-
nied wrongdoing and has
denied having any non-con-
sensual sexual encounters
with anyone. Jurors in
Manhattan found him
guilty on rape charges in
February 2020, but the
New York Court of Ap-
peals threw out the convic-
tion in April, finding
Weinstein did not get a fair
trial because a judge im-
properly allowed testi-
mony by accusers he was
not formally charged with
assaulting.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China and
Canada should promote
normalising relations and
get back on track toward
establishing a strategic
partnership, Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi told his Ca-
nadian counterpart, ac-
cording to his ministry.

“China-Canada rela-
tions have experienced
difficulties and twists and
turns over the years,
which is not something
China would like to see,”
Wang told Foreign Minis-
ter Melanie Joly in
Beijing, the ministry said
in a statement late on Fri-
day.

Joly’s three-day visit
through Saturday, at
Wang’s invitation, is the
first by a Canadian foreign
minister in seven years.

Bilateral relations,
established in  1970,

turned icy in 2018 after
Huawei’s Chief Financial
Officer Meng Wanzhou
was arrested in Canada
and China subsequently
arrested two Canadians in
China. All three were later
released, but Ottawa’s al-
legations of Chinese inter-
ference in Canada have
kept relations strained.

The last time Chinese
and Canadian leaders met
was in Indonesia in 2022,
when President Xi Jinping
criticised Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau over al-
leged leaks of a closed-
door meeting.

There is no funda-
mental conflict of interest
between China and
Canada, Wang told Joly,
adding that maintaining
and developing bilateral
relations is in the interest
of the two countries and
peoples.

Monitoring Desk
ABUJA: Nigeria’s main
labour unions agreed on a
new minimum wage of
70,000 naira ($44) a
month after talks with the
government,  ending
months of deadlock and
the threat of strikes.

Africa’s most popu-
lous nation is grappling
with the worst cost of liv-
ing crisis in a generation,
stoking fears of Kenyan-
style protests that have
rocked that country for
nearly a month.

Nigeria’s two biggest
union federations, the Ni-
gerian Labour Congress
(NLC) and the Trade
Union Congress (TUC),
have argued that soaring
prices and a weakening
currency caused by re-
forms instituted by Presi-
dent Bola Tinubu were
hitting workers hard.

Soaring inflation has
eroded incomes and hurt
millions of Nigerians who
are struggling to meet
their basic needs.

The new wage an-
nounced by Minister of In-
formation Mohammed
Idris and union leaders, is
more than double the
30,000 naira a month that
was agreed in 2019.

“We are taking this
new 70,000 naira mini-
mum wage with mixed
feelings because of the
situation of the economy.

We have to move
ahead despite the situation
otherwise the negotiation
can linger,” NLC Presi-
dent Joe Ajaero told re-
porters.

He said the next mini-
mum wage would be re-
viewed in three years in-
stead of the customary five
years.

Former film producer Harvey Weinstein appears in a court in New York City
for a pre-trial hearing, following his overturned sex crimes conviction.

Leeds violence given
racial twist

Oil tankers on fire after
colliding off Singapore,
crew members rescued

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Violence that
erupted in Leeds on
Wednesday has made head-
lines in the United King-
dom, eliciting condemnation
from Prime Minister Keir
Starmer. On the night of
July 18, what began as a
routine intervention by so-
cial workers in Harehills
quickly escalated into
chaos.

Social workers at-
tended to a child protection
issue on Luxor Street, but
were met with hostility.

As the situation inten-
sified, West Yorkshire Po-

lice were called to assist, but
their presence seemed to in-
furiate the crowd further.
This intervention turned into
a flashpoint, igniting a night
of violent disorder. Sky
News reported that the ri-
oting saw a double-decker
bus set ablaze, a police car
overturned, and rocks hurled
at officers. Residents were
advised to stay indoors as
the situation spiralled out of
control.

The West Yorkshire
Police confirmed several
arrests and said there
would be more in the fol-
lowing days.

Monitoring Desk
SINGAPORE: Two large
oil tankers were on fire on
Friday after colliding in
waters near Singapore, the
world’s biggest refuelling
port, with two crew mem-
bers airlifted to hospital and
others rescued from life
rafts, authorities and one of
the companies said. The
Singapore-flagged tanker
Hafnia Nile and the Sao
Tome and Principe-flagged
tanker Ceres I were about
55 km (34 miles) northeast
of the Singaporean island of
Pedra Branca on the east-
ern approach to the
Singapore Straits, the Mari-
time and Port Authority of
Singapore (MPA) said.

The owner of the
Hafnia Nile said the vessel
was involved in a collision

with the Ceres I.
The 22 crew of the

Hafnia Nile and the 40 on
the Ceres I were all ac-
counted for, said the MPA,
which was alerted to the fire
at 6:15 a.m. (2215 GMT)

Photographs released
by the Singapore Navy
showed thick black smoke
billowing from one tanker
and crew being rescued from
life rafts and flown to hos-
pital. The environmental au-
thorities in neighbouring
Malaysia said they had been
informed to prepare for fur-
ther action in case of oil
spills. The 74,000 dead-
weight-tons capacity
Panamax tanker Hafnia Nile
(IMO 9766217) was carry-
ing about 300,000 barrels of
naphtha, according to ship-
tracking data from Kpler.

Evan Gershkovich, a reporter for Wall Street Journal, stands inside an enclo-
sure for defendants during a court hearing in Yekaterinburg, Russia

UAE president discusses
peace efforts in Sudan
with army’s Burhan

The UAE denies the
allegations although UN
experts have said they are
credible. The allegations
surfaced in a fiery back-
and-forth at the UN Secu-
rity Council in June.

Emirati state news
agency WAM reported on
Thursday that in the call
UAE President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan “affirmed the
UAE’s keenness to support
all solutions and initiatives
aimed at halting escalation
and ending the crisis in
Sudan”.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: The United Arab
Emirates’ president and the
head of Sudan’s army have
discussed an offer from
Ethiopia’s leader to medi-
ate in Sudan’s 15-month-
old war, diplomatic sources
said.

It was the first public
communication between
the two leaders since the
army began publicly
criticising the UAE over its
alleged support for its rival
in the war, the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF).

Magnitude 7.3
quake hits

Chile’s north,
no immediate

damage
Monitoring Desk

SANTIAGO: A strong 7.3
magnitude earthquake
struck the mining-intensive
Antofagasta region of Chile
on Thursday, the Euro-
pean-Mediterranean Seis-
mological Centre said.

The US Tsunami
Warning System said there
was no tsunami risk from
the earthquake, which was
centered around 20 km
(12.5 miles) south of San
Pedro de Atacama, accord-
ing to Chile’s national di-
saster prevention and re-
sponse service
(SENAPRED).

Iran can produce fissile
material for bomb in ‘one

or two weeks’: Blinken

North Korea
leader Kim

discusses military
cooperation with
Russian official,

KCNA says
Monitoring Desk

SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un re-
ceived Russian vice minis-
ter of defence Aleksey
Krivoruchko and discussed
the importance of the two
countries’ militaries to unite
more firmly to defend world
peace and justice, KCNA
news agency said on Friday.

Kim and Krivoruchko
shared the need for military
cooperation between the
two countries to defend
mutual security interests,
KCNA said.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Iran is
capable of producing fissile
material for use in a nuclear
weapon within “one or two
weeks,” US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
Friday. The details on Iran’s
capabilities emerged fol-
lowing the recent election
of President Masoud
Pezeshkian. He has said he
wants to end Iran’s isola-
tion and favors reviving the
2015 nuclear deal between
Iran and global powers.

Blinken said, how-
ever, that “what we’ve seen
in the last weeks and
months is an Iran that’s ac-

tually moving forward”
with its nuclear program.

In 2018, the United
States unilaterally withdrew
from the nuclear deal, which
was designed to regulate Iran’s
atomic activities in exchange
for the lifting of international
sanctions. Speaking at a se-
curity forum in Colorado,
Blinken blamed the collapse
of the nuclear deal for the ac-
celeration in Iran’s capabili-
ties. “Instead of being at least
a year away from having the
breakout capacity of produc-
ing fissile material for a nuclear
weapon, (Iran) is now prob-
ably one or two weeks away
from doing that,” Blinken said.

Russian court
jails US reporter
for 16 years in

spying case
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: A Russian
court found US reporter
Evan Gershkovich guilty of
espionage on Friday and
sentenced him to 16 years
in a maximum security pe-
nal colony in what his em-
ployer, The Wall Street
Journal, called “a disgrace-
ful sham conviction”.
Gershkovich, a 32-year-old
American who denied any
wrongdoing, went on trial
in the city of Yeka-terinburg
last month after being ac-
cused of trying to gather
sensitive information about
a tank factory. He was the
first US journalist accused
of spying in Russia since
the Cold War.

Trudeau appoints
MacKinnon as

new labour
minister

Monitoring Desk
OTTAWA: Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau on
Friday appointed Steven
MacKinnon, a Liberal mem-
ber of parliament from Que-
bec, as the new labor minis-
ter, filling a vacancy created
when Seamus O’Regan
stepped down for personal
reasons.

MacKinnon,  who
had been temporarily in
charge of government
business in  the lower
chamber since January,
takes over the labour port-
folio at a shaky time for
Trudeau’s government.

claimed he would end the
war very quickly, without
offering details as to how.

Last week, the ex-
president hosted at his
Florida estate Hungary’s
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban,  who met with
Russian President
Vladimir Putin earlier this
month.

Trump’s frequent
praise for Putin and reluc-
tance to outright criticise the
Russian invasion have
stirred concerns among
Ukraine’s allies that he
would force the country
into accepting partial de-
feat.

He has also repeat-
edly suggested backing
away from NATO, even
undermining the alliance’s
collective defense guaran-
tee by saying he would
encourage Russia to at-
tack any members not
who had not met their fi-
nancial obligations.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif  talking to media persons during his visit
to the under-construction site of Islamabad Technology Park.

KACHHI: DG PDMA Jahanzeb Khan being briefed by Deputy Commissioner
Jameel Ahmed Baloch about Chandar gate

Secretary General JUI MNA Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haideri condoling with MPA Mir Sadiq
Sanjrani on sad demise of his uncle

QUETTA: Women take keen interest at stalls during Handmade Crafters and
Empower Women Exhibition organized by Balochistan Rural Support Program.

QUETTA: Activists of PKNAP, ANP and NDM un-
der the leadership of Nasrullah Zarey holding a
protest in front of Press Club

The Funeral prayer of the father of PIO Mobashir Hasan performed n
Peshawar. The Funeral attended among many, by Governor KPK, Faisal Karim
Kundi and other notables.

PM directs for early completion
of Islamabad Technology Park

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday directed
the project team of
Islamabad Technology Park
and the Information Tech-
nology Ministry to com-
plete the project within cur-
rent calendar year instead
of the scheduled comple-
tion date of June 2025.

The prime minister,
during his visit to the un-
der-construction site of the
country’s largest Islamabad
Technology Park, said that
the project was launched in
2022 during the coalition
government of Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) and the contract

was awarded to a South
Korean company.

He said the project
was being completed at a
cost of Rs 25 billion out of
which $70 million (soft
loan) was being provided
by the South Korean gov-
ernment.

“Soon after taking
charge of my office, I issued
directions to continue work
on the project round the
clock,” he said adding that
he as Chief Minister Punjab
had introduced the system
of 24 hours work on the de-
velopment projects.

Expressing satisfac-
tion over the progress of the
project, PM Shehbaz Sharif
asked the project manage-

ment to try their best to
complete the project by
September or October this
year. He said after comple-
tion of the project, some
120 offices of different
companies would be estab-
lished in the Park.

Similarly, he said an
incubation center with 15
offices and startups would
also be part of the Technol-
ogy Park with a business
support center where legal
marketing and financial
support facilities would be
provided under one um-
brella. Around 10,000 pro-
ductive jobs would be cre-
ated in the IT Park for the
skilled and knowledgeable
workforce, he said.

The prime minister
highlighted that as a result
of the the construction of
the IT Park, the country’s
exports would be increased
by around US$70 million
per year. He said a level 3
data center-one of the high-
est and fist ever in Pakistan-
would be established in the
IT Park. He pointed out
that Islamabad Technology
Park would create synergy
between domestic and for-
eign academia, researchers,
industry and planners.

The prime minster
vowed to replicate such
projects in other parts of
the country with coopera-
tion of the the provincial
governments.

NDMA convenes follow up meeting
of Disaster Response Committee

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The second meeting of the
National Disaster Response
Committee (DRC) was
convened at the National
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) Head-
quarters here on Saturday.

The meeting aimed to
review progress on direc-
tions given during first DRC
meeting and preparations
by provinces and depart-
ments for Monsoon 2024,
a news release said.

Federal Minister for
Housing and Works Mian
Riaz Hussain Pirzada
chaired the meeting,
whereas PM’s Coordinator
for Climate Change Romina
Khursheed was also
present.

The other attendees
included senior officials
from various ministries,
NDMA, PDMAs,
SDMAs, representatives
from PMD, PCIW, NHA,
FFC, Railways and relevant

stakeholders.
Chairman NDMA

Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik, delivered the
opening remarks, which
were followed by briefs on
likely impacts of monsoon
during upcoming weeks by
officials of NEOC,
prepardness on part of
NDMA and updates from
Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authorities
(PDMAs), State depart-
ments, and other relevant
stakeholders on tasks as-
signed at the initial meeting
held on July 8th.

The chair was in-
formed of the ongoing ef-
forts to address potential
emergencies, rectify short-
comings, and resource de-
ployment plan for vulner-
able areas and regions.

After conclusion of
formal updates, the Chair-
man NDMA directed the
stakeholders to identify re-
serve deficiencies and lever-

age necessary resources
available within local for-
mations, departments and
domestic/international hu-
manitarian agencies operat-
ing in respective areas to
address potential crises.
PDMA Punjab and Sindh
were instructed to continue
surveillance of river water
levels, eradicate encroach-
ments on waterways and
riverbanks, and ensure a
state of readiness for po-
tential flood emergencies.

He also urged relevant
departments to secure criti-
cal infrastructure such as
roads and communication
networks against potential
threats.

Romina Khursheed
directed PDMAs/SDMAs
to develop standardized re-
sponse plans for effective
disaster management,
which will subsequently be
presented to the Prime
Minister during next follow
up meeting.

Opposition alliance to hold
countrywide protest on July 26

QMC, BUITEMS inks MoU
to conduct survey of 2400

unapproved buildings in Qta
QUETTA (APP):Quetta
Metropolitan Corporation
(QMC) has inked an agree-
ment with the Balochistan
University of Information
Technology, Engineering
and Management Sciences
(BUITEMS) to conduct
survey of 2400 unap-
proved buildings in the
city.

Talking to APP on Sat-
urday, Administrator
Quetta Muhammad Hamza
Shafqaat said that in Quetta
city, over 2400 high rise
buildings have been con-
structed illegally and violat-
ing the new buildings by-
laws 2022.

Hamza Shafqaat said
that the Metropolitan Cor-
poration with the technical
support of BUITEMS
would conduct a survey of
2400 buildings in the city,

in which building structure,
material testing, height and
other aspects will be evalu-
ated.

The government
would formulate a mecha-
nism that would help to
decide which building
should be demolished, to be
fined, and scale down over
violation of building control
rules, he added.

Hamza said that the
government would legalize
and approved the buildings
on compliance of new
buildings by-laws 2022, af-
ter reviewing the survey
report. He said that govern-
ment was taking strict mea-
sures for implementing new
buildings by-laws 2022 and
legal action would be taken
against the violators of
building code in Quetta
city.

Deadlock persists in
electing Chairman PAC

Complaint filed against CEC
in Supreme Judicial Council

Bangladesh imposes curfew
as deadly protests over

government jobs escalate

PTI’s letter to judicial
commission is a ‘

political stunt’: Tarar

Punjab CM orders simplifying
solar financing scheme

Funeral prayer
of father of PIO
offered; Governor

KP attends
PESHAWAR (APP): Fu-
neral prayer of Ghulam
Sabir, the father of Princi-
pal Information Officer
(PIO), Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Mubashir Hassan was of-
fered here on Friday.

Besides others, the
funeral prayer of the de-
ceased was attended by
Khyber Pakthunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi, officers of Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting, media persons, civil
officers, journalists and
elites of the city in large
number.

Later, the deceased
was laid to rest at his an-
cestral graveyard. The Qul
of the deceased would be
offered on Monday at
Board of Intermediate and
Secondary Education
(BISE), Peshawar ’s
colony at Jamrud Road
Peshawar.

Inflation high for third
consecutive week

in Pakistan

Tarar grieved
over death of
father of PIO

Mubashir
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal  Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Ataullah Tarar on Saturday
expressed deep grief and
sorrow over death of the
father of Principal Informa-
tion Officer (PIO)
Mubashir Hassan.

In a condolence mes-
sage,  the minister  ex-
pressed his heartfelt condo-
lences and sympathy to
Mubashir Hassan and his
family.

He said he was deeply
saddened to hear the news
of the death of PIO
Mubashir Hassan’s father.

ECP to scrutinize nomination
papers, affiliation certificates
of 41 independent members

Government intensifies
anti-smuggling operations

to stabilize economy

Pakistan sends
fire brigade to
Afghanistan to
combat blaze at
Wesh market

CHAMAN (INP): A severe
fire broke out in the Wesh
market adjacent to the Pak-
Afghan border at Friend-
ship Gate Chaman. In re-
sponse, the government of
Pakistan and Frontier
Corps (FC) Balochistan
(North) took immediate ac-
tion to assist in controlling
the blaze and preventing its
spread to nearby popu-
lated areas.

FC Balochistan coor-
dinated efforts to dispatch
all available fire brigade ve-
hicles from Chaman to Af-
ghanistan. The firefighting
operation is ongoing as
teams work to bring the fire
under control.

Bilawal grieves
over death of

Sheila Jackson
KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Saturday ex-
pressed his grief and sor-
row over the death of
Chairperson of Pakistan
Caucus in the US Congress
Sheila Jackson. He said, ‘I
am saddened to hear the
news of Sheila Jackson’s
death.’ Bilawal said that late
Sheila Jackson’s commit-
ment to democracy.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
As many as 38 days have
been passed since the for-
mation of the Public Ac-
counts Committee, of the
Parliament but the chairman
could not be elected.

The notification for
the formation of the Finan-
cial Oversight body was is-
sued on June 12.

There is a deadlock
between the government
and the Sunni Ittehad Coun-
cil on the issue of the elec-
tion of the chairman. The

government not agree on the
name of Sheikh Waqas
Akram as Chairman PAC.

The government is
ready to appoint one of
PAC members from
Sanaullah Mastikhel, Riaz
Fatiana, Malik Amir Dogar
and Khawaja Shiraz
Mehmood as the chairman
of their choice.

However, the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) in-
sists on making Sheikh
Waqas Akram the Chairman
PAC.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Op-
position alliance of Tehreek
Tahafuz Aaeen-e-Pakistan
(TTAP) announced on Sat-
urday that it will hold a
countrywide protest on
July 26 (Friday) for the re-
lease of all political prison-
ers, including PTI founding
chairman Imran Khan and
reclaiming the “stolen man-
date”.

While passing a unani-
mous resolution seeking
immediate release of politi-
cal prisoners, the TTAP
leadership also demanded an
empowered judicial com-
mission to probe firing on
peaceful marchers in Bannu.
The opposition alliance
also sought resignation
from the ruling party and

demanded fresh elections. It
lauded the recent Supreme
Court’s decision on re-
served seats as well.

The meeting of the
opposition alliance was
presided over by senior
politician and head of the
movement Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, which was
attended by PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan,
PTI secretary general and
Leader of Opposition Na-
tional Assembly Omar
Ayub Khan, Leader of Op-
position in Senate Senator
Shibli Faraz and PTI Cen-
tral Information Secretary
Raoof Hasan.

Chairman Sunni
Ittehad Council Sahibzada
Hamid Raza, Chairman

Majlis Wahdat Muslimeen
Allama Nasir Abbas and
JUI Shirani Group leader
Syed Qasim Agha also par-
ticipated in the meeting. In
the meeting, the partici-
pants held a detailed discus-
sion over the prevailing
political and economic situ-
ation of the country along
with the future course of
action. They also passed a
unanimous resolution de-
manding an immediate re-
lease of Imran Khan, his
wife Bushra Bibi and all
other PTI’s leaders and
workers, stating the cases
framed against Imran Khan
and other party leaders and
workers were a violation of
laws and principles of jus-
tice.

DHAKA, Bangladesh
(INP): Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s govern-
ment announced a nation-
wide curfew across
Bangladesh and ordered the
deployment of military
forces to maintain order fol-
lowing days of deadly
clashes over the allocation
of government jobs.

The announcement
was made by Obaidul
Quader, the general secre-
tary of the ruling Awami
League party, and came
after police and security
officials fired on protest-
ers earlier  Friday and
banned all gatherings in
the capital .  Several
people were killed, media
reports said.

Quader said the mili-
tary was deployed to help

the civilian administration
keep order.

The protests, which
began weeks ago but esca-
lated sharply this week,
represent the biggest chal-
lenge to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina since she
won a fourth consecutive
term in office after elections
in January. Main opposi-
tion groups boycotted
those polls.

There were varying
reports of the number of
people killed Friday, with
Independent Television re-
porting 17 dead and Somoy
TV reporting 30.

Eye witnesses saw 23
bodies at Dhaka Medical
College and Hospital, but
it was not immediately clear
whether they had all died
on Friday.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
complaint has been filed in
the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil against Chief Election
Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja and other mem-
bers. The complaint was
jointly filed by Haleem
Adil Sheikh, Justice (Retd)
Noorul Haq Qureshi, and
Shabbir Ahmed. The com-
plaint alleges that the Chief
Election

Commissioner and
members failed to fulfill
their constitutional respon-
sibilities and attempted to
undermine PTI’s mandate
and judicial decisions.

The complainants ac-
cuse the Chief Election
Commissioner and mem-
bers of misconduct, alleg-
ing that they politically
appointed bureaucrats as
Returning Officers (ROs)

and District Returning Of-
ficers (DROs).

They claim that former
Rawalpindi Commissioner
Liaquat Chatta revealed
that 70,000 votes were
fraudulently cast for PML-
N in each constituency in
Rawalpindi, implicating the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Chief Justice in
the process.

The complaint further
asserts that the Election
Commission deprived PTI
of its election symbol and
its nominated members of
their party affiliation, af-
fecting over 120 million
voters. The complainants
have requested an inquiry
into the allegations and rec-
ommended the removal of
the Chief Election Com-
missioner and members if
the charges are proven.

LAHORE (INP): The infla-
tion rate in the country has
been recorded for the third
straight week.

According to the data
released by the Bureau of
Statistics, the inflation rate
has increased by 0.76 per-
cent weekly.

On a weekly basis, the
annual cumulative inflation
rate has reached 24.36 per-
cent.

According to the Bu-
reau of Statistics, the price
of 29 essential items in-
creased and five declined in
one week.

According to the data,
the price of chicken in-

creased by Rs38.29 per kg
during one week from
373.25 rupees to Rs412 per
kg. A bag of 390 grams of
dry milk has become expen-
sive by Rs44.89, petrol per
liter by Rs10, eggs per
dozen by Rs6.78, and gar-
lic per kg by Rs10.42.

Pulses, fresh milk,
sugar, rice, and curd are also
among the items that have
become expensive.

During the week, to-
matoes became cheaper by
Rs7.29 and bananas by
Rs3.62. Onions, lentils and
LPG are also among the
items whose prices have
fallen.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar de-
scribed the letter of PTI
leaders Omar Ayub and
Shibli Faraz to judicial com-
mission as ‘political stunt’.

“It is against the par-
liamentary traditions to use
the constitutional forums
for political benefits,” said
the law minister.

He added that ad hoc
judges were appointed on
the demand of bar councils
to resolve the pending cases
in Supreme Court.

“It is sheer politics to
write a letter to the head of
Judicial Commission,” said
Tarar.

According to the law
minister, the appointment
of ad hoc judges was made
according to the constitu-
tion.

Earlier, PTI leaders
Omar Ayub and Shibli
Faraz wrote a letter to the
members and chairman of
Judicial Commission to ex-
press their reservations
over the appointment of ad
hoc judges.

Leader of Opposition
in Senate Shibli Faraz had
urged Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Isa, who also heads the
Judicial Commission of Pa-
kistan, to reject appoint-
ment of ad hoc judges in the
Supreme Court.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif and PML-N
President Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif presided over
a special meeting in which
matters pertaining to the
‘Chief Minister Solar Panel
Financing Scheme’ were re-
viewed.

The CM directed to
simplify the solar panel fi-
nancing scheme. She di-
rected to ensure early
completion of the required
process for  launching of the
scheme.

Secretary Energy
Naeem Rauf while giving a
comprehensive briefing
about the Chief Minister
Solar Panel Financing
Scheme said that under the
pilot project, the test run
of the Chief Minister Solar
Panel Financing Scheme has
been launched at various

sites. Rating and perfor-
mance of the solar panel
system will be monitored
after being installed at vari-
ous sites. Online monitor-
ing of the solar system is
ongoing through the Solar
App.

It was further ap-
prised in the briefing that
the scheme will be launched
from August 14 after re-
viewing its test run success.
The eligibility for the
scheme can be checked by
sending a bill reference
number and CNIC number
on 8800. The successful
consumers will be informed
through SMS after conduct-
ing the balloting process by
PITB. The district admin-
istration and Discos (distri-
bution companies) will
verify credentials of the
successful consumers in the
balloting process. A Bar

Code and QR Code will be
imprinted on the solar
panel and on the system as
well so as to save the
scheme from being sold in
the panel market.

In the first phase,
more than one lakh consum-
ers will be given solar pan-
els through the balloting
process. It was informed in
the briefing that the con-
sumers involved in electric-
ity theft, having more than
one meters, having out of
order or tampered meters,
and not paying electricity
bills will not be eligible for
the solar scheme.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif said that flour and
electricity costs badly af-
fect economic conditions of
the people. “We will defi-
nitely do whatever we can
to provide maximum relief
to the people.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Election Commission has
decided to scrutinize the
nomination papers and af-
filiation certificates of 41
independent members.

According to sources,
the Election Commission
will conduct a thorough ex-
amination of the affiliation
certificates and nomination
papers of the independent

members. There are con-
cerns about discrepancies,
including ambiguities in af-
fidavits provided by one
assembly member.

The Election Com-
mission has instructed its
legal team and relevant de-
partments to meticulously
verify the signatures on the
affidavits of independent
members.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistani government has
stepped up its crackdown
on smuggling to stabilize
the economy and ensure
public welfare. From July
7 to July 14, authorities
across the country seized
62.79 metric tons of sugar,
16 metric tons of flour,
1205 cigarette sticks, 14
cloth bales, and 0.03 mil-
lion liters of Iranian oil.

In Peshawar, 0.74
metric tons of sugar were
confiscated, while Quetta
saw 62.05 metric tons
seized. Multan, Karachi,
and Quetta reported sei-
zures of 136, 789, and 280
cigarette sticks respec-
tively. Cloth bales were re-
covered from Multan (10)
and Quetta (4). Iranian oil
seizures included 0.002 mil-
lion liters in Multan.


