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ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff of Brazilian
Armed Forces, Admiral Andre Luiz Silva Lima De
Santana Mendes called on Federal Minister for
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif.

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan H.E. Rashid Meredov called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari is sign-
ing the Christian Marriage (Amendment) Act 2024
into law in a special ceremony held at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Members National Assembly of Opposition parties sits out-
side Parliament House during hunger strike protest in favor of their de-
mands in the Federal Capital.

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Sadiq Umrani, Mir Shoaib Nausherwani, Mir Ali Madad Jattak, Parliamentary Secretary
Meena Majeed Baloch and MPAs Mir Younis Aziz Zehri, Mir Rehmat Saleh Baloch, Mir Zabid Ali Reki, Farah Azeem Shah, Mir
Asadullah Baloch, Kalsoom Baloch and Molvi Hidayatur Rehman expressing their views during Balochistan Assembly session
chaired by Speaker Captain (retd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai

QUETTA: Chairman PM Youth Development Rana
Mashod Ahmed Khan and Chief Executive Officer
PPAF Nadir Gul Bareech distributing matching
grants cheques among urban traders. Provincial
Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani
is also present

Pakistan, Turkmenistan agree to deepen
political, economic, defense cooperation

PM invites Turkmen companies to benefit from
promising investment climate in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday invited
the Turkmen companies to
benefit from the promising
investment climate of Pa-
kistan and highlighted the
role of Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
in facilitating foreign inves-
tors to invest in different
sectors.

He also underlined the
importance of regional co-
operation and connectivity

and reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to early
completion of TAPI Pipe-
line as well as working to-
gether on other connectiv-
ity projects.

The prime minister ex-
pressed these views during
a meeting with Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of
Ministers and Minister for
Foreign Affairs of
Turkmenistan Rashid
Meredov who called on him
at the PM House, PM Of-
fice Media Wing said in a

press release.
The prime minister ex-

pressed satisfaction at the
holding of 3rd Round of
Pakistan-Turkmenistan Bi-
lateral Political Consulta-
tions, led by the two for-
eign ministers and stressed
the need for regular engage-
ments of all the institutional
mechanisms between the
two countries.

He also highlighted the
need for enhanced trade,
economic, investment and
cultural relations between

Pakistan and
Turkmenistan.

The prime minister
fondly recalled his meeting
with the Grand Leader of
Turkmenistan, Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov at Astana
earlier this month and said
that he was looking forward
to welcome him in Pakistan
at an early date.

Meanwhile Pakistan
and Turkmenistan on Tues-
day agreed to intensify
their efforts for deepening
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Joint resolution about Women Parliamentary Caucus approved:

BA condemns attack Pakistan’s
consulate in Germany;

desecration of national flag

Zhob can provide passage to people for
other provinces & Afghanistan: Governor

Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail says there’s key role of national
highways in sustainable development and prosperity of country and
Balochistan; expansion and construction of roads is very crucial for
linking different provinces and cities of the country with one another

TTP targeting people
through propaganda,

direct attacks

Brazilian Naval
Chief calls on

Defence Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of Naval Staff of Bra-
zilian Armed Forces, Admi-
ral Andre Luiz Silva Lima
De Santana Mendes called
on Federal Minister for
Defence, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif on Tues-
day. During the meeting,
matters related to regional
situation and bilateral coop-
eration, came under discus-
sion, a news release said.

The Defence Minister
said that Pakistan attached
great importance to its re-
lations with Brazil and in-
tended to expand coopera-
tion in all fields.Highlighting
Pakistan’s role in the region
and its relation with neigh-
boring countries, the De-
fence Minister dilated on
Pakistan’s efforts to achieve
peace and stability in the
region.

Both the leaders ex-
changed views on enhanc-
ing and diversifying defence
cooperation for which con-
siderable potential exists
between two countries.

The two sides also
agreed on the institutional-
ization of defence coopera-
tion through a Memoran-
dum of Understanding.
Moreover, regular exchange
of trainees to each other’s
training institutions also
came under discussion.

Mastermind of May 9
conspiracy confesses

his crimes: Tarar

Signs Christian Marriage (Amend) Act into law

President desires
enhancement in jobs
quota for minorities

Welcomes Chinese investment in Pakistan

PM directs GPA to
provide all facilities

to Chinese companies

Pakistan desires peace and
stability in Afghanistan: Durrani

PTI kicks off hunger strike
to demand Imran Khan,

other leaders’ release

PM welcomes
Beijing

Declaration
on Palestine’s

Unity govt
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has welcomed the
Beijing Declaration, which
involves an agreement
among prominent Palestin-
ian groups to unify and cre-
ate an interim unity govern-
ment.

The prime minister
specifically praised the
People’s Republic of China
for achieving this significant
diplomatic milestone. In a
statement on his official X
account, the Prime Minis-
ter remarked that the
people of Palestine have
endured prolonged hardship
and suffering.

The prime minister
stated that Tuesday’s
agreement sparks hope for
achieving lasting peace. He
called for global solidarity
with the Palestinian people
and urged Israel to cease its
aggressive actions, which
have devastated Gaza and
resulted in the deaths of ap-
proximately 40,000 inno-
cent Palestinians over the
past ten months.

Pak Navy takes
over command

of CTF-150
for 13th time

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pa-
kistan Navy has taken over
the command of Combined
Task Force 150 (CTF-150)
for the 13th time.

An impressive change
of command ceremony was
held at Headquarters US
NAVCENT, Bahrain. Com-
modore Asim Sohail Malik
of Pakistan Navy assumed
the Command from Capt
Mathews of Royal Cana-
dian Navy.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Commodore Asim
Sohail Malik assured that
his team is fully geared up
to efficiently shoulder this
prestigious responsibility
to contribute towards Mari-
time Security and Stability
in the region.

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) set up a symbolic
hunger strike camp outside
Parliament House in
Islamabad.

The hunger strike camp
continued from 3pm to
7pm. Opposition Leader in
National Assembly Omar
Ayub Khan led the camp.

PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar, Asad Qaiser,
Shibli Faraz, Latif Khosa,
and other central leaders of
the party participated in
the hunger strike camp.
Other leaders of PTI in-
cluding Sheikh Waqas
Akram and Zartaj Gul also

participated.
The PTI leaders an-

nounced that they would
extend of the scope of the
hunger strike camp.

Shibli Faraz said the
scope of the hunger strike
camp would be extended to
other assemblies. He said
their mandate was stolen in
the Sindh Assembly and
announced a camp there as
well.

The purpose of the
camp is the release of the
PTI founder. He said this
was a symbolic protest for
the release of the political
workers. “They want to tell
the world what is happen-
ing to them,” Faraz said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador Asif Durrani,
Pakistan’s Special Repre-
sentative to Afghanistan at
a roundtable on Pak-Afghan
relations on Tuesday said,
“Pakistan desires peace and
stability in Afghanistan.”

He was speaking at a
roundtable discussion on
“Pak-Afghan Relations:
Challenges and Opportuni-
ties” at the Institute of Re-
gional Studies (IRS) here, a
news release said.  Ambas-
sador Durrani stated that
Pakistan desires socioeco-
nomic and political conditions
in Afghanistan that would facili-
tate the return of over 3 mil-
lion Afghan refugees cur-
rently residing in Pakistan.

He urged the interna-
tional community, espe-

cially the UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) to come
up with strategies for dig-
nified return of Afghan refu-
gees to their homeland.

He maintained that ter-
rorism emanating out of Af-
ghanistan was a concern
not only for Pakistan but
other neighbouring coun-
tries like China, Iran,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan
as well. Therefore, he urged,
the Afghan interim admin-
istration to take steps
against terrorist groups.

Ambassador Durrani
shared that Afghan interim
administration’s efforts for
poppy eradication were ac-
knowledged by the  stake-
holders concerned at the UN
Doha meeting that con-
cluded earlier this month.

New gas reserves
discovered in Balochistan
QUETTA (INP): In a significant development, Mari
Petroleum Company has successfully found new gas
reserves from five wells in Balochistan.

The company has completed the testing, production,
and transmission of an additional 3 million metric stan-
dard cubic feet per day (MMSCFD) of gas.

This development was announced following the sub-
mission of detailed reports to the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change.

According to Mari Petroleum, the natural gas ex-
tracted from the Ghazij Gas Field is now being supplied
to Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited (SNGPL).

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday, wel-
coming the Chinese invest-
ment in Pakistan, said that
during his recent visit to
China, a number of signifi-
cant bilateral business-to-
business agreements be-
tween companies of two
countries, was a good sign
in this regard.

The prime minister
was talking to a delegation
of Hengeng Trading Com-
pany led by Chairman
Zhang Bin. The meeting
was attended by Minister
for Economic Affairs Ahad
Khan Cheema, Minister for
National Food Security and
Research Rana Tanvir
Hussain, Minister of State
for Finance Ali Pervaiz
Malik and other relevant

senior officials, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

The prime minister
said that Pakistan wanted
to seek benefits from the
Chinese experience in agri-
culture sector and directed
Gwadar Port Authority for
provision of all possible fa-
cilities to the Chinese com-
panies. He also asked for
ensuring uninterrupted
supply of utilities at
Gwadar Free Zone.

The prime minister
was briefed that Hengeng
Trading Company was in-
vesting in agriculture, live-
stock, medicines and other
sectors of Pakistan.

The company was also
constructing a slaughter
house with all the latest fa-
cilities at Gwadar, at a cost
of $50 million.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan Assembly has
condemned the attack at
Pakistan’s consulate in Ger-
many and desecration of the
national flag there.
The members of provincial
assembly belonging to both
treasury and opposition
benches condemned the
sorrowful incident and de-
manded action against those
involved in it.

They were in the ses-
sion of assembly, which
was held with Speaker,
Captain (Retd) Abdul
Khaliq Achakzai in the chair
on Tuesday.

The Speaker gave the
ruling to bring joint resolu-
tion against the incident of

attack at the Pakistan’s con-
sulate in Frankfurt, Ger-
many.

The Member of Pro-
vincial Assembly, Ms.
Farah Azeem Shah raised
the point of order and said
that the incident of attack
and desecration of Paki-
stani flag in Germany is
sorrowful. She urged the
House to unite against
those attacked the consu-
late in Germany and des-
ecrated the national flag
there.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Agriculture, Ali
Madad Jatak also con-
demned the desecration of
national flag in Germany.
On the point, the Member
provincial assembly belong-

ing to National Party,
Rehmat Saleh Baloch
stressed to bring joint reso-
lution on it.

Similarly, the MPA
Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman Baloch condemned
the desecration of national
flag in Germany.

He said that he not only
condemns the desecration
of Pakistani flag in Ger-
many, and so he condemns
the police torture on
women on sariab road.

He said that the use of
might is condemnable
whether it may take place.
He said that the Minister
Home should resign over
the Sariab incident.

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mnadokhail has cat-
egorically stated that there’s
a key role of national high-
ways in sustainable devel-
opment and prosperity of
the province and country
and as such expansion and
construction of roads is

very crucial for linking dif-
ferent provinces and cities
of the country with one
another.

In this regard, Zhob di-
vision has immense impor-
tance geographically as it
can provide passage to
whole Balochistan link with
other provinces of the coun-
try and neighbouring Af-

ghanistan.
Zhob is also the short-

est and safest travelling
passage to the federal capi-
tal, Islamabad.

These views were ex-
pressed by the Governor
while speaking on occasion
of the inauguration of Zhob

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (Online):
In the heinous business of
spreading unrest in the
country, TTP is targeting
the people of Pakistan
through propaganda and
direct attacks.

A series of recent at-
tacks and targeted killing in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
revealed the direct involve-
ment of TTP in all such in-
cidents in Pakistan.

In their recent attacks,
TTP blew up the building
of Government Girls
Model School Fazal Elahi
Kot in village Zirkai of Mir
Ali with explosives.

Besides, a teacher

named Meera Jan who has
been teaching in the Tank
for 26 years, was martyred
by the TTP terrorists.

The targeting of
schools and government
buildings by this terrorist
group and the targeted kill-
ing of teachers shows that
the implementation on the
recent secret call of the TTP
leader Noor Wali Mehsud
has already.

The recent martyrdom
of innoce n t  m e n ,
women and children by
the TTP attack on the
rural health center in DI
Khan is also a link in this
chain.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, Culture and
National Heritage Attaullah
Tarar Tuesday demanded
strict action against the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and its founder who,
according to him, orches-
trated and facilitated the
May 9 conspiracy to at-
tack more than 200 military
installations, the Corps
Commander House Lahore
and other important build-
ings.

According to the Infor-
mation Minister, the leader
of the “Tehreek-e-Intishar”
has finally confessed his
crime of “planning and fa-
cilitating” the May 9 trag-
edy. His family members
found instructing outside
the Corps Commander
House Lahore to attack the
building.

He said the PTI sought
nothing but violence, chaos
and anarchy to do political
point scoring on the “dead
bodies”.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Tuesday reiterated that
the minority communities
living in Pakistan, enjoyed
equal rights and stressed
upon increasing jobs quota
for them in different gov-
ernment departments.

Addressing a ceremony
after signing Christian Mar-
riage (Amendment) Act
2024 at the Aiwan-i-Sadr,
the president said that he
would write to the federal
government to enhance the
jobs quota in different de-

partments including police,
FIA etc, for the minorities.

“I will definitely write
to the government and ask
them for this,” he said, add-
ing there should be a quota
for the minorities in every
department.

The president said that
all the citizens of the coun-
try had equal rights and
urged the minorities to con-
tinue playing their role for
the progress and prosper-
ity of the country as this
soil and land belonged to
them as much as to him.

PPP files review
petition against

reserves
seats judgment

I S L A M A B A D
(APP):Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Tuesday filed
a review petition to the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan
against the verdict regard-
ing reserved seats.

Advocate Farook H.
Naek moved the petition on
behalf of PPP and prayed
the top court to review its
judgment dated July 12.
The petition has named 11
respondents including Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) and Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC).
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah receives annual
report 2023 from Chairman Sindh Public Service Commission, Mohammad
Waseem during meeting held in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: President of Awami National Party
and Senator, Aimal Wali Khan called on Federal
Minister for Privatization, Board of Investment and
Communications Abdul Aleem Khan.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor,
Faisal Karim Kundi addresses to media persons dur-
ing press conference held at Peshawar press club.

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Sadiq Umrani, Bakht Muhammad Kakar, Mir Shoaib Nausherwani, Sardar Sarfaraz Domki, Parliamentary Secretaries Haji Muhammad Khan Lehri, Mir Barkat Ali Rind
and MPAs Mir Ubaidullah Gorgage and Asghar Ali Tareen talking with each other during Balochistan Assembly session

QUETTA: Different delegations meeting with Provincial Minister Mir Sadiq
Umrani in his office

bilateral cooperation in po-
litical, economic and de-
fence domains besides reit-
erating their commitment to
enhancing bilateral trade to
make it commensurate to
existing potential.

The bilateral ties were
discussed during the one-
on-one meeting between
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
and Deputy Chairman of the
Cabinet of Ministers and
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Turkmenistan Rashid
Meredov, as well as the
third round of Bilateral Po-
litical Consultations (BPC)
co-chaired by them here.

Both the foreign minis-
ters, addressing a joint press
stakeout following their en-
gagement, told the media
that the BPC undertook a
comprehensive review of
bilateral relations in all di-
mensions besides deliberat-
ing on the development of
closer economic engagement
in priority areas of invest-
ment including energy, con-
nectivity and information
technology.

Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar said both sides
would enhance exchanges at
the leadership level as Paki-
stan eagerly looked forward
to the visit of Turkmenistan
national leader Gurbanguly

Berdimuhamedow to further
advance and foster friendly
ties between the two coun-
tries.

He said both countries
enjoyed deep-rooted rela-
tions based on a common
vision for peace and pros-
perity.

The deputy prime min-
ister highlighted Pakistan’s
investment climate, particu-
larly the special role of the
Special Investment Facilita-
tion Council (SIFC) and in-
vited Turkmen companies
to benefit from the condu-
cive investment climate and
opportunities in Pakistan.
Besides, he said Pakistan’s
seaports offered business
communities of two coun-
tries to explore win-win op-
portunities and welcomed
them to exploit the poten-
tial of Gwadar and Karachi
seaports to enhance their
international connectivity.
Both sides also reviewed
progress on TAPI gas pipe-
line and power transmission
line offering enormous op-
portunities to both coun-
tries and the region.

Dar said that both
countries agreed to work
for trade diversification and
accelerating transit trade
agreement besides promot-
ing bilateral parliamentary
exchange, educational
scholarship and people-to-
people contacts.

Continued from page 1

Pakistan, Turkmenistan agree..

to Wana road in Zhob
on Tuesday.

It may be men-
tioned here that
Zhob-Wana road is
an alternate route to
Zhob-Dahna sar
road, which other-
wise used to close
due to land sliding
most of the time
causing hardships to
the travelers.

The passengers
and transporters
would have all time
shortest and hurdles
free route up to
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhaw in face
of newly constructed
Zhob-Wana road.

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor
also stressed the
need to make all the
national highways
two-way according to
the current and fu-
ture requirements to
reduce the traffic mis-
haps.

Besides, at the
moment all the con-
cerned departments
have to prepare a
comprehensive and
coordinated policy to
reduce the otherwise
increasing road acci-
dents on the national
highways, adding he
stressed.

Zhob can provide...

Continued from page 1

Meanwhile, on an oc-
casion, heated words were
exchanged between the Pro-
vincial Minister, Ali Madad
Jatak and MPA Maulana
Hidayatur Rehman.

While the speaker
called Sargent at arm to oust
Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman from the House,
however, he (Maulana)
himself went out from
there.

Meanwhile, the joint
resolution about formation
of the Balochistan Women
Parliamentary Caucus was
approved in the session.

The Advisor to Chief
Minister for Women Devel-
opment, Dr. Rubaba Buledi
tabled the resolution.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Finance, Mir Shoaib
Nausherwani tabled differ-
ent audit reports in the
House.

Afterwards, these audit
reports were handed over
to the concerned standing
committee.

Later, the session was
adjourned till 03:00 PM on
July 26.

BA condemns...
Continued from page 1

Justice Jahangiri says:

Allah’s wrath upon a judge
who deliberately makes

wrong decisions
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
Judge, Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri has
said that if a judge deliber-
ately makes a wrong deci-
sion, the wrath of Allah will
descend upon him.

Addressing the bar cer-
emony in Islamabad on
Tuesday, he said that we
try to give relief to those
who come to us. We have
taken an oath and we stand
by it. After the incident of
February 8, 2021, there was
a rift between the bar and
the bench.

We try to discuss the

problems of the bar, solve
their problems, we are also
from the bar, we try to
solve the problems of the
bar.

Addressing the bar, he
said that we are entangled
in cases from morning till
night. Bar Association’s
work is not burden, but our
work. The Islamabad High
Court Bar represents the
entire country.

Justice Tariq
Mehmood said that the
more good assistants you
give to the judge, the easier
it will be to write the judg-
ment.

Tourist duo die
under glacier

in Naran
RAJANPUR (APP): Two
tourists were killed on Lake
Saif-ul-Malook road when
a glacier collapsed on them
in Naran, a popular tourist
destination.

According to police re-
port, the victims were tak-
ing pictures on the Lake
Saif-ul-Malook road while
touring the Kaghan Valley
when the glacier suddenly
broke on and killed them
them instantly.

The deceased included
Muhammad Mehran, 22,
and Parsa, 13, hailed from
Jampur.

The overwhelming
grief and panic spread
across the area as soon as
the bodies arrived at the
hometown.

This incident is remi-
niscent of a similar tragedy
a few years ago when two
women from Karachi were
killed by falling ice from the
same glaciers. Despite a
warning sign posted at the
site advising tourists to
keep their distance, it ap-
pears the caution was not
heeded.

Pakistan women grab
10-wicket win over
UAE in Asia Cup

DAMBULLA (APP):
Opener Gull Feroza
smacked her second con-
secutive half-century to
steer Pakistan to a compre-
hensive ten-wicket triumph
over United Arab Emirates
(UAE) in their Women’s
Asia Cup T20 2024 encoun-
ter at the Rangiri Dambulla
International  Stadium on
Tuesday.

Opting to field first,
Pakistan bowlers made
early inroads into the UAE
batting, restricting them to
103-8 in 20 overs.

Pakistan in their chase
galloped to 107 without
loss in 14.1 overs, with 35
balls to spare. Pakistan
Women have taken a signifi-
cant step forward towards
improving their chance of
securing a semi-final berth.

It was Pakistan open-
ers Gul Feroza and
Muneeba Ali, who contin-
ued their good form from
their previous game against
Nepal and maintained it in
their final league match
against UAE. The two
opening batters remained

stitched unbeaten partner-
ship of 107 runs, which is
also the second century
partnership between the
pair after they made 105
runs in the previous match.

Gull who reached her
second successive fifty in
46 balls went on to score
career best unbeaten 62. Her
55-ball innings was also
laced with eight boundaries.
Her opening partner,
Muneeba got unbeaten 37
on board that came off 30
balls. She also timed the ball
through the ropes four
times. The UAE Women’s
batting lineup faced a tough
challenge against the Paki-
stan Women’s bowling at-
tack. Theertha Satish top-
scored with 40 runs, while
Esha Oza contributed 16.
Khushi Sharma managed
just 12 runs as the UAE
innings struggled to gain
momentum.

Sadia Iqbal, Nashra
Sundhu and Tuba Hassan
were the pick of the Paki-
stan bowlers, claiming two
wickets each for 11, 22 and
17 runs respectively.

ACB proposes Youth
Tri-Series with Pakistan, UAE
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Afghanistan Cricket
Board (ACB) is exploring
the possibility of organiz-
ing a Youth Tri-Series in-
volving Pakistan and the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) in the near future.

This initiative was dis-
cussed during the ICC’s
annual Board Meeting,
which took place this week
in Colombo.

ACB Chairman
Mirwais Ashraf and CEO
Naseeb Khan were present
at the meeting, where they
engaged in talks with rep-
resentatives from Cricket
South Africa, Cricket New
Zealand, and Cricket West
Indies.

The discussions cen-
tered on potential white-
ball series opportunities
leading up to the ICC Cham-

pions Trophy 2025.
“Afghanistan Cricket

Board’s Chairman, Mr
Mirwais Ashraf, and CEO,
Naseeb Khan, attended the
ICC Board Meeting which
was held this week in Sri
Lanka and was attended by
representatives from other
member countries,” the
ACB said as quoted by
cricketpakistan.com.pk.

“During the meeting,
ACB’s leadership pre-
sented recent achievements,
activities, and future plans
for the Afghanistan Cricket
Board. They also held dis-
cussions with representa-
tives from Cricket South
Africa, Cricket New
Zealand, and Cricket West
Indies about potential
white-ball bilateral cricket
ahead of the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy 2025.”

ECP asks political parties to submit
consolidated statement of accounts

for FY 2023-24 before Aug 29
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has
asked all political parties to
submit their consolidated
statements of accounts for
financial year 2023-24 on
or before August 29.

“The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan re-
minds all the heads of Po-
litical Parties, in terms of
section 210 of the Elections
Act, 2017 read with section
204 of the Act ibid and rule
159 & 160 of the Election
Rules, 2017, thereof, that
they are required to file with
Election Commission their
Consolidated Statement of
Accounts on (Form-D) for
financial year, 2023-24
ended on 30th June, 2024
on or before 29th August,
2024,” said a press release
issued on Tuesday.

It may be recalled that
Section 210 of the Elections
Act, 2017 provides that a
Political Party shall, in such

a manner as may be pre-
scribed, submit to the Com-
mission, within sixty days
from the close of a financial
year, a consolidated state-
ment of its accounts audited
by a Chartered Accountant
on Form-D containing, an-
nual income and expenses,
sources of its funds and as-
sets and liabilities, it further
said.

The consolidated state-
ment of accounts to be sub-
mitted to the ECP complete
in all respect and shall ac-
company by report of a
Chartered Accountant with
regard to the audit of ac-
counts of a political party
and a certificate signed by
an office-bearer authorized
by the party Head stating
that no funds were received
by the party from any
source prohibited under the
Elections Act, 2017, the
statement of accounts con-
tains an accurate picture of
the financial position of the

party, the information given
above is correct to the best
of my knowledge and be-
lief and the above statement
is audited by the Chartered
Accountant and detailed
report thereof is annexed.

The statement of ac-
counts is to be submitted
on Form-D as provided in
the Elections Act, 2017.
Printed Forms are available,
free of cost, in the Election
Commission Secretariat,
Islamabad and in the offices
of the Provincial Election
Commissioners, Punjab,
Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan. Form-D / Pro-
forma for source of funds
are also available on ECP’s
Website.

The attested copy of
Membership/Certificate is-
sued by ICAP in respect of
Auditor engaged shall be
annexed to the Form-D
along with last valid renewal
certificate.

Andy Murray announces
retirement from tennis

PARIS (INP):  Former
world number one and
three-time Grand Slam title
winner Andy Murray
confrmed on Tuesday that
he will retire after the Paris
Olympics.

“Arrived in Paris for
my last ever tennis tourna-
ment @Olympics. Com-
peting for Great Britain
have been by far the most
memorable weeks of my
career and I’m extremely
proud to get do it one final
time,” the 37-year-old
wrote on social media.

Now ranked at 121, and
playing with a metal hip
since 2019, time has caught
up with Murray who suf-
fered ankle damage this

year and underwent surgery
to remove a cyst from his
spine which ruled him out
of singles at Wimbledon.
Instead, he played doubles
with brother Jamie and was
defeated in the first round.

“I want to play forever,
I love the sport and it’s
given me so much. It’s
taught me loads of lessons
over the years I can use for
the rest of my life. I don’t
want to stop so it is hard,”
admitted Murray at the All
England Club. Murray fa-
mously ended Britain’s 77-
year wait for a men’s cham-
pion at Wimbledon when he
triumphed in 2013, defeat-
ing career-long rival Novak
Djokovic in the final.

Tahir Ashrafi urges
political parties to play

role for country’s stability
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Pakistan Ulema
Council (PUC) Hafiz Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi on Tues-
day stressed all the politi-
cal parties to be united and
work collectively to bring
stability in the country,
keeping aside the political
differences.

Addressing a press con-
ference, he said that unity
is the need of hour to steer
the country out of prevail-
ing challenges.

Maulana Tahir Ashrafi
announced to hold a series
of activities including press
conferences, seminars and
conventions under the title
“Pakistan’s Stability”
which will take place from
August 1-30. The chal-
lenges being faced by the
country and their solutions

will be highlighted during
these month long activities,
he said.

The Chairman PUC
also emphasized on imple-
mentation of the National
Action Plan (NAP) and
said,“Terrorism and ex-
tremism should be eradi-
cated through implementa-
tion of NAP in letter and
spirit”.

Ashrafi also expressed
concern over the lack of
punishment for criminals
involved in the incidents of
May 9, over a year ago, and
called for ensuring swift jus-
tice.

On the occasion of In-
dependence Day, Pakistani
flags will be hoisted at all
mosques and madrassas
across the country, he
added.

Iran urged to provide comfort to
Pakistani Arbaeen pilgrims

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Ambassador to Tehran,
Muhammad Mudassir Tipu, on Tuesday met with Iran’s
Deputy Foreign Minister and requested assistance in
providing comfort and facilities to Pakistani pilgrims visiting
from August 1 to 26 for the Arbaeen procession.

According to a message received here, the Ira-
nian government has instructed pilgrims to ensure
their entry visas were valid, within the prescribed time
frame, and in accordance with Iranian government poli-
cies.

Pilgrims must have medical insurance costing five
euros each and undergo dengue tests. Those with posi-
tive test results will not be allowed to cross the border.
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ISLAMABAD: National Assembly Standing Committee Meeting on Mari-
time Affairs under the Chairmanship of Abdul Qadir Patel, Minister for
Maritime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, Federal Secretary Maritime and
senior officials of Ministry and KPT were present.

ISLAMABAD: People standing under the bus stop
shed at Expressway to take shelter during rain that
experienced the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan Ex-Servicemen
Society (PESS) retired Lt.-Gen. Abdul Qayyum ad-
dressing a press conference at press club in the city.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Egypt to Pakistan,
Dr. Ihab Mohamed Abdelhamid Hassan calling on
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony, Chaudhry Salik Hussain.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer
Hussain and Ambassador of Egypt, Dr. Ihab Abdel Hamid along with others
cutting the cake to celebrate the National Day of Egypt at Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication Ms. Shaza
Fatima Khawaja chairing Executive Committee meeting on Islamabad digita-
lization plan.

Resolving public issues
purely on merit is our

foremost priority: IGP
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, the Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir

grievances on merit within
the stipulated time frame
and report back to the Cen-
tral Police Office.

He directed all SDPOs

Rizvi, held a Khuli
Katchery at the Central
Police Office Islamabad, a
public relations officer said.

During the katchery,
he listened to the issues of
citizens and police officers
and issued directives on the
spot for their resolution.

He said that, resolving
citizens’ issues on merit is
our top priority. Negli-
gence and carelessness in
duties will not be tolerated.
Any citizen facing any is-
sue related to the police
can come to the Khuli
Katchery. My office is al-
ways open for my citizens,
the IGP said.

IG Islamabad further
directed the concerned of-
ficers to resolve the citizen

and SHOs to adhere to the
designated office hours and
prioritize resolving citizens’
issues. He strictly directed
the officers to continue the
crackdown against land
grabbers and bring them to
justice.

On this occasion, the
IG Islamabad said that the
Islamabad Police are taking
various measures for the fa-
cilitation of citizens. The
daily holding of Khuli
Katchery helps in resolv-
ing issues on a priority ba-
sis, he added.

Moreover, all zonal
officers and SHOs are di-
rected to meet citizens dur-
ing the designated office
hours and resolve their is-
sues promptly and on merit.

Police to form special
squads for action

against signal violators
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Police has decided to accel-
erate efforts to ensure
implementation of traffic
laws and take strict action
against those involved in
violation of red-signal, a
public relations officer said.

He said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, the Islamabad
Police have decided to con-
stitute special squads for
taking stern action against
those violating red signals.

A special campaign is
underway to check viola-
tions while various squads
are performing duties at
main roads and boulevards
of the city and taking ac-
tion against the violators.
Efforts are underway to
ensure a disciplined traffic

system in the city.
Islamabad Police per-

sonnel have been directed
to ensure implementation
on traffic rules and regula-
tion irrespective of status
and rank and demonstrate
patience and politeness
while issuing traffic viola-
tion tickets to the road us-
ers. The Islamabad Police
are utilizing all available re-
sources to facilitate the gen-
eral public. The force issues
traffic violation tickets not
as a punitive measure but
the purpose is to ensure a
safe road environment in the
capital and secure the lives
of the people.

The education wing is
also directed to give aware-
ness to the road users about
traffic laws and Islamabad
Police FM Radio 92.4 to air
special programs in this re-
gard.

NA body on Maritime
Affairs on song to bridge
gap between KPT, KDLB
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional Assembly Standing
Committee on Maritime
Affairs in its meeting held
here on Tuesday under the
Chairmanship of Abdul
Qadir Patel in the Parlia-
ment House invited the rep-
resentatives of the joint ac-
tion committee of Karachi
Dock Labour Board
(KDLB) to resolve their is-
sues with Karachi Port
Trust (KPT).

The Committee took
serious view of the KDLB
workers sit-in staging in
front of KPT headquarters
in Karachi. After listening
the demands raised by
KDLB protesters Standing
Committee directed the
Ministry of Maritime Af-
fairs to prepare a new SRO
through which the members
of DOK workers in KDLB
Board may be increased up
to 5 to maintain a balance
in the Board as per past
practice.

The Committee rec-
ommended that the Minis-
try of Maritime Affairs
should arrange a meeting of
KDLB representatives with
the Minister for Maritime

Affairs and all other stake-
holder in KP within 2-3
days to resolve their genu-
ine demands and for end-
ing their protest in front
of KPT headquarters
Karachi.

The Committee noted
that the term of Executive
Officer of KDLB has been
expired and strongly recom-
mended that in order to
bring transparency in the
KDLB affairs. A fresh ad-
vertisement for the post of
Executive Officer of KDLB
may be published in lead-
ing newspapers across the
country.

The committee de-
ferred the remaining agenda
for the next meeting.

Besides, Chairman of
the Standing Committee
Malik Shakir Bashir Awan,
Kesoo Mal Kheal Das, Jam
Abdul Karim Bijar, Syed
Rafiullah, Sardar Nabil
Ahmed Gabol, Hassaan
Sabir, Pullain, Syed Shah
Ahad Ali Shah, Shahid
Ahmad, Muhammad
Arshad Sahi, Khurram
Munawar Manj and
Muhammad Usman Badini,
MNAs also attended the
meeting.

NCSW hosts
conference on women

with disabilities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Commission
on the Status of Women
(NCSW) on Tuesday
hosted a groundbreaking
national conference on
women with disabilities as
part of its esteemed series,
“The Next Horizon”.

This significant event
convened experts from
across Pakistan to chart a
progressive path forward
for the empowerment of
women with disabilities.

Chairperson NCSW,
Nilofar Bakhtiar in her
opening remarks, under-
scored the pressing need to
address the challenges faced
by differently abled women
in Pakistan. She highlighted
the critical importance of
making public spaces uni-
versally accessible and en-
suring comprehensive sup-
port in health and education
sectors.

Deputy Representa-
tive of United Nations
Population Fund
(UNFPA), Latika Maskey
Pradhan lauded NCSW’s
efforts and reaffirmed
UNFPA’s commitment to

empowering all women in
Pakistan, advocating for a
healthier and more inclusive
society.

Senator Mahesh
Kumar, the chief guest of
the inaugural session,
pledged his unwavering
support for the empower-
ment of differently abled
women in Pakistan. He
emphasized the need for
societal reforms to foster
inclusivity and equality.

Federal Secretary for
Law and Justice, Raja
Naeem Akbar, reiterated
the ministry’s dedication to
providing equal opportuni-
ties for all citizens. Federal
Secretary for Education,
Mohyuddin Wani, ex-
pressed his commitment to
crafting inclusive education
policies.

Federal Secretary for
Human Rights, Allah Dino
Khawaja, announced the
forthcoming launch of the
Integrated Social Welfare
System, a groundbreaking
initiative designed to pro-
vide comprehensive sup-
port to persons with dis-
abilities.

IHC removes
objection

on plea for
restoration of
PTI’s website

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday removed
the objection of Registrar
office on a petition against
the blockage of PTI’s offi-
cial website.

The court instructed
the Registrar office to fix
the case again for hearing on
July 26.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq heard the case along
with the objections of Reg-
istrar office. The petition
was filed by PTI’s leaders
including Omar Ayub and
Shibli Faraz.

The petitioners had
adopted the stance that the
official website of PTI has
been blocked. The purpose
of the website was to keep
the public updated about
the activities of PTI, it said.

It said that the website
was carrying the manifesto
of PTI and information
about the leadership. The
public were given the infor-
mation about the candidates
of PTI through this
website, it said.

The petition prayed
the court to issue directives
for the restoration of the
website.

CJ IHC unhappy
over arrest of people

without FIR
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Justice Islamabad
High Court (IHC) Aamer
Farooq on Tuesday ex-
pressed annoyance over ar-
resting of citizen without
any FIR and remarked that
the court would pass an
order regarding the matter.
The Chief Justice remarked
that an arrest couldn’t be
made mere on the wish of
investigation officer, adding
that whether someone could
be arrested without any
proof. He asked that
whether it was necessary to
arrest all the people sitting
at PTI secretariat and if it
was crime to sit in that of-
fice.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq gave these remarks
during hearing of a case filed
by PTI’s activist Memona
Kamal. DIG Operations
Islamabad Police, Director
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) and Addi-
tional Attorney General

appeared before the court.
During the course of

proceeding, the Additional
Attorney General said that
the FIA had registered a
case against 12 accused in-
cluding two women. The
other people were released
on personal sureties, he
said.

The Chief Justice re-
marked that 32 people were
arrested while the case was
registered against 11. He
said that 21 people were
kept in illegal custody for
ten hours. Whether all ar-
rested people were wanted,
he questioned.

The FIA’s officials
said that the mobile devices
of ten persons were in its
custody for technical analy-
sis. The court questioned
that under what law the
mobiles were taken from
the people who were not
under arrest.

Further hearing of the
case was then adjourned.

Pakistan, Egypt agree
to enhance cooperation
in religious education

CDA, FCDO collaborate
to transform Islamabad

into a modern city

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony, Chaudhry Salik
Hussain on Tuesday said
Pakistan intended to
strengthen its relationship
with Egypt in multiple ar-
eas of mutual interest, in-
cluding religious education.

He said this during a
meeting with Egyptian Am-
bassador, Dr. Ihab
Mohamed Abdelhamid
Hassan who called on him
at his office.

The two sides dis-
cussed ways to further en-
hance bilateral relations be-

tween Pakistan and Egypt.
Both the dignitaries also
discussed to exchange mu-
tual studies in enhancing the
Masaajid roles as center of
religious, spiritual, social
guidance and social ser-
vices.

The ambassador in-
formed about establishing
an institution in Punjab af-
filiated with Al-Azhar Uni-
versity to impart religious
education. He informed that
11 professors of Egypt
were already teaching in dif-
ferent faculties in Interna-
tional Islamaic University,
Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman CDA
Mohammad Ali Randhawa
Tuesday met with FCDO
British High Commission
Development Director Joe
Mayur and his delegation
to discuss potential areas of
cooperation for the devel-
opment of Islamabad.

The meeting aimed to
transform Islamabad into a
brand city through various
initiatives.

The CDA briefed the
delegation on proposed
projects to modernize
Islamabad, including digiti-
zation of infrastructure and
services, large-scale planta-
tion to increase green cover,

digital parking management,
and digital billboards for
outdoor advertising.

It was decided to
digitilize property tax col-
lection for increased effi-
ciency and transparency.

The meeting also gave
consent for technical assis-
tance for obtaining carbon
credits and formation of a
joint working group to en-
hance cooperation and de-
velop multi-term goals.

Chairman CDA
Mohammad Ali Randhawa
emphasized the importance
of collaboration for sustain-
able and efficient projects
to modernize and prosper
Islamabad.

Intensified CASOs leaving
trail of destruction in

IIOJK: APHC
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) has de-
plored that intensified
cordon and search opera-
tions by Indian forces in
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir were leaving a
trail of destruction, war-
ranting immediate atten-
tion and action from the
global community to pre-
vent further human rights
abuses and ensure a lasting
resolution to the Kashmir
dispute.

APHC spokesman
advocate Abdul Rashid
Minhas in a statement is-
sued in Srinagar said, the
world’s most militarized
zone is witnessing a surge
in CASOs, with districts
like Rajouri, Poonch, Doda,
Kathua, Samab, Reasi and
Kupwara bearing the brunt
of the brutal operations.
Indian troops’ actions have
become the norm, with
Kashmiris facing brutaliza-
tion daily.

He said, the so-called
CASOs have turned into a
pretext for Indian forces to

kill, subdue, and intimidate
the local population. Resi-
dential houses are regularly
destroyed, and human
rights violations are ram-
pant.

The APHC spokes-
man said, the ongoing
CASOs are widely seen as
a revengeful policy aimed
at silencing Kashmir’s
voice of freedom. The
Modi regime’s brutal mea-
sures have further wors-
ened the already grim situ-
ation in the occupied ter-
ritory. Despite the odds,
Kashmiris remain deter-
mined to pursue their free-
dom struggle. He urged the
international community to
take notice of the Indian
onslaught and intervene to
rescue Kashmiris from op-
pression.

Meanwhile, APHC
leader Shaikh Abdul Majid
in a statement strongly con-
demned the Indian
government’s nefarious
plan to allocate thousands
of kanals of land in differ-
ent districts of Kashmir to
non-state subjects under

the guise of ‘investment
and industry’.

This move is a clear
attempt to alter the demo-
graphic composition of
the territory and
marginalize the indigenous
population. Besides being
a blatant violation of the
rights of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir,
Shaikh Abdul Majid said,
this scheme is designed to
dispossess the local popu-
lation and dilute their unique
cultural and demographic
identity.

Hurriyat leader urged
the international commu-
nity to force the Indian
government to desist from
such actions that threaten
the peace and stability of
the territory. He called
upon all stakeholders to
unite and raise their voices
against this unjust and
dangerous Indian
plan.The Modi regime’s
brutal measures have fur-
ther worsened the already
grim situation in the occu-
pied territory. Despite the
odds.

Senate Committee reviews audit
reports, calls for Adherence
to transparency standards

Naqvi directs CDA to
ensure timely drainage of
Water from low-lying areas
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Following heavy rainfall in
Islamabad, Federal Minis-
ter for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi on Tuesday directed
the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) to re-
main alert.

Minister called CDA
Chairman Muhammad Ali
Randhawa and directed him
to expedite the drainage
process under his supervi-
sion, ensuring timely drain-
age of water from low-ly-
ing areas. He also directed
that relevant officers and

staff must remain in the field
until the drainage work is
completed.

While directing regular
monitoring of Islamabad’s
streets, drains, and water-
ways, he emphasized en-
suring water drainage at
underpasses and other lo-
cations. He also instructed
traffic police to proactively
perform their duties to
maintain traffic flow. He
stated that additional re-
sources should be deployed
in the water drainage ef-
forts.

ICT admin
ramps up
efforts to
combat

dengue threat
ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
bid to combat the rising
threat of dengue fever, the
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) Administration has
launched a city-wide sur-
veillance and crackdown
operations to prevent the
spread of the disease.

Under the direction of
the Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad, Irfan
Nawaz Memon, all the As-
sistant Commissioners
have been deployed across
the city to conduct inten-
sive dengue surveillance ac-
tivities.

The ICT’s administra-
tion spokesman said the
district administration is
working to eliminate poten-
tial mosquito breeding sites
and ensure hospitals are
equipped to handle dengue
cases.

Low to medium
flood likely in

rivers Chenab,
Ravi in next

36 hours
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Flood Forecasting Di-
vision (FFD) has said that
low to medium flooding is
expected in the river
Chenab at Marala, Khanki
and nullahs of the river Ravi
during the next 36 hour due
to wet spell.

Similarly, medium level
flood is also expected in
Rivers Jhelum and Chenab,
including nullahs of River
Chenab during Wednesday
to July 30 due to moderate
to very heavy rainfall.

IFA cracks
down on poor

sanitation
in city hotels

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Food Au-
thority (IFA) on Tuesday
took a strict action against
the hotels of the Federal
Capital and sealed a kitchen
of a famous hotel for vio-
lating sanitation standards.

Talking to APP,
Deputy Director Opera-
tions (DDO) of IFA, Dr
Tahira Saddique said that
during the inspection, the
food safety teams (FSTs)
found the hotel’s kitchen in
poor sanitary condition.
The team discovered fun-
gus-tainted meat and rotten
vegetables being used for
food preparation. The
kitchen was also infested
with cockroaches, posing a
significant health risk to
customers.

Dr. Tahira Siddique,
who leads the IFA’s opera-
tions, stated that these in-
spections are part of a
broader initiative to ensure
all food establishments in
Islamabad maintain high
standards of cleanliness and
food quality.

She emphasized that
providing safe and quality
food to citizens was the
authority’s top priority.

The IFA was commit-
ted to continuing its rigor-
ous checks across the city
to safeguard public health
and ensure that all food out-
lets comply with hygiene
regulations, she added.

IRSA releases
320,300

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Tuesday
released 320,300 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
323,900 cusecs. According
to the data released by
IRSA, water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam was
1515.60 feet and was
117.60 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
181,500 cusecs and 190,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River Jhelum
at Mangla Dam.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Senate Functional
Committee on Devolution,
chaired by Senator Dr.
Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur,
convened today at the Par-
liament House.

The meeting dis-
cussed in detail the audit
report regarding Federal
Education and Professional
Training, as well as Na-
tional Health Services,
Regulations, and Coordina-
tion. The chairperson of the
committee pointed out that
although the audit depart-
ment raises valid objections,
there is no action on those
objections, the elephant is
in the room. The officials
maintained that once they

identify a glitch, they for-
ward their observations to
the administrative authori-
ties.

Moreover, the offi-
cials from the audit depart-
ment reported that the to-
tal number of audit paras
printed in the audit reports
of Federal Education, Pro-
fessional Training, National
Heritage, and Culture from
2010 to 2024 is 1,131, out
of which 271 have been ex-
amined by the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC).
Of these, 98 are settled,
whereas 860 audit paras are
pending. Similarly, in audit
reports (compliance), the
total number of audit paras
printed is 905; of these, 254

audit paras have been ex-
amined, 97 are decided, and
651 are still pending. Fur-
thermore, the officials,
while reporting on the au-
dit reports (compliance) of
National Health Services,
Regulations, and Coordina-
tion, stated that the total
number of audit paras
printed is 327, out of
which 98 audit paras have
been examined by the
PAC, 29 are settled, and
229 audit paras are still
pending. Additionally, the
total number of audit
paras printed in audit re-
ports for special projects is
161, out of which 5 have
been examined and 156 are
pending.
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Frankfurt vandalism
The state needs to seek se-
rious answers from the Ger-
man authorities regarding
the July 20 mob attack tar-
geting Pakistan’s consulate
in Frankfurt. A crowd of
around 400 protesters —
some holding aloft tricolour
Afghan flags used before the
Taliban takeover — had de-
scended on the consulate in
the German city. Later, pro-
testers stormed the pre-
mises, “endangering the
lives of ... consular staff”, as
per the Foreign Office. There
were also reports of protest-
ers trying to remove the Pa-
kistani flag and pelting the
mission with stones. Ger-
man state media has said
the demonstrators were
highlighting “complaints”
against Pakistan’s defence
institutions. As the govern-
ment has pointed out, un-
der the re levant Vienna
Conventions, it is the re-
sponsibility of the host gov-
ernment to protect foreign
missions on their soil. If, for
example, a foreign mission
had been stormed in Paki-
stan, all hell would have
broken loose, and Pakistan
would have been derided for
its ‘poor’ security protocols.
Therefore, the German au-
thorities need to explain
how a mob of hundreds was
able to descend on a foreign
mission and storm it rela-
t ive ly unhindered. They
must also ensure that such
ugly attacks, which endan-
ger lives, are not repeated.

Segments within Afghan
society have for decades
harboured an anti-Pakistan
bias, and it is likely the pro-
testers were inspired by
them. Pak-Afghan relations
have been testy since inde-
pendence — Afghanistan
voted against Pakistan’s en-
try to the UN — while mat-
ters have turned more com-
plicated over the years as
Afghanistan has suffered
from internal unrest, for-
eign invasions, insurgen-
cies and terrorism. There is
little doubt that Pakistan’s
own record vis-à-vis Af-
ghanistan has hardly been
stellar. Past mistakes and
flawed policies must be ac-
knowledged and avoided.
Moreover, Pakistan should
never again allow itself to be
sucked into the proxy war
of global powers. The legacy
of war, following the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan,
left Pakistan with millions
of Afghans on its soil. Each
new confl ict has com-
pounded the issue. Aggres-
sive international diplo-
macy is now needed by Pa-
kistan to address the prob-
lem of refugees as well as to
improve ties with Kabul —
in the latter case, through a
frank discussion about the
past and present and the
need for both sides to coop-
erate to contain violence.
Unfortunately, a long his-
tory of hate and mistrust —
which underpins both
Pakistan’s ties with Kabul
and the violence of the
(anti-Taliban) protesters in
Frankfurt — will be difficult
to overcome.

On the edge, again Animal farm
Dr Niaz Murtaza

We are at a familiar spot
today — on the edge of
a deep precipice where
we land every few years
during intra-elite con-
flicts where some elites
act unconstitutionally.
We are there for the third
time in three years due
to the same PTI-estab-
l ishment  tuss le as  no
side has won and im-
posed order.

The last such long
tussle was in the 1950s
between political parties
an d  th e  b ureau cracy,
which  ended  in  1958
when our alpha institu-
tion trumped both to im-
pose its hegemony till
today.  I t  now faces a
broad middle-class axis
led by the PTI. It has not
been able to crush the
PTI, despite the no-trust
vote, crackdown, rigged
polls and false cases.
The PTI has been re-
duced to waging mental
warfare since May 9 —
gung-ho talk from jail,
social media abuse and
global  cribbing — as
agains t  i ts  d isrup tive
street war earlier. Yet,
even mere mental sledg-
ing is giving powerful
people sleepless nights.

Court verdicts have
hurt  too as they have
showed spine on  PTI
cases, buoyed by strong
currents flowing in its
favour.  Th e Supreme
Court rightly undid the
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s (ECP) origi-
nal sin in misreading its
order on just denying the
party its electoral sym-
bol to actually barring
th e PTI  to ta l l y from
polls, treating its candi-
dates as independents
and depriving it of regu-
lar and reserved seats.
Yet, ignoring this, the
PML-N alleges that the
court rewrote the Con-
stitution to give the PTI
unfai r  benefi t  that  i t
d idn’ t  even  seek and
when it wasn’t even a
party to the case. But no
law bars the apex court

from giving relief that no
one seeks or to a third
party. It has done both,
as in suo motu cases and
the 62(1)(f) case where
Nawaz Sharif profited
too. Doing so, using the
‘complete justice’ clause
(187), also makes emi-
nent sense when all pleas
of parties to a case vio-
late laws and/or do sub-
stantive injustice, as in
this case.

Giv in g r eserved
sea ts  t o  th e  Su nn i
Ittehad Council  (SIC)
vio la t es  the  law th at
p ar t i es  mu st  sub mi t
their reserved seats lists
before polls and overly
rewards a small party
adopted by the PTI only
due to the ECP’s fault.
Giving them to  o ther
parties violates the law
on awarding them in line
with parties’ Assembly
strengths and creates the
injustice of rewarding
some parties who many
say plotted to keep the
PTI out of polls. Even
leaving them vacant vio-
lates the constitutional
clause on the number of
such seats for  women
and minorities and de-
prives weak groups of
full representation.

Thus, it gave a ver-
dict that ensured justice,
since the seats are fairly
PTI’s, and violated no
law, even if it helped a
third party (that is ac-
tually seeking such relief
from the court in cases
like the bat case review).
The Supreme Court sim-
ply reversed the ECP’s
wrong act and extended
the deadline for inde-
pendents to join a party
as the ECP’s wrong bar
on the PTI from polls
didn’t let them run on
PTI tickets or join the
party during the initial
deadline for indepen-
dents, forcing them to
join the SIC.

Such legitimate ex-
tensions fall under Ar-
t icle 254  and happen
when people can’t use
their rights by a deadline
(for example, due to ex-

ternal factors such as
floods). In the PTI no-
trust case too, the Su-
preme Court extended
th e vo t ing  d ead l in e .
Thus, the PML-N has
i tsel f benefi ted often
from court decisions it
now calls unfair.

An angry PML-N
says it will work to ban
the PTI and file Article
6 cases against it. This
reflects its apprehension
that two bigger decisions
may be delivered that
could cause its set-up to
fall: free Khan and decide
Form 47 cases. But its
panic is creating instabil-
ity. It must remain calm
and keep delivering in
case there are early polls.
The main issue now is
not reserved but re-gu-
lar rigged seats; the main
target now is not the PTI
but the courts; the main
concern is not Islamabad
but Pindi. We are again
at the edge of an abyss
as legal lines might be
crossed to banish the PTI
if legal and borderline
ways fail.

This conflict offers
l i t t le  t o  th e  masses .
Whoever wins  — the
PML-N, PTI or the es-
tablishment — will rule
as badly as before. The
establishment’s new hy-
brid set-up, like the PTI
one, is failing as politi-
cal and economic stabil-
ity and security remain
elusive due to misrule,
the  TTP  an d  delayed
Gulf billions. It is high
time it quit politics. Poli-
ticians too must act ma-
turely and jointly pursue
political legitimacy via
fair polls.

While all of them
are inept, regular polls
may force them to do
well or lose to better new
parties.

Punjab’s politics es-
p ec ia l l y h as  b ecome
truly competitive with
two major parties that
can’t afford not to per-
form. Thus, the public
man da te  mu st  b e  a l -
lowed to cleanse poli-
tics.-- Courtesy Dawn

Shahzad Sharjeel
What is common between
Jackie Kennedy, Melania
Trump, and Princess
Nefertiabet  who lived
more than 4,000 years ago
in Egypt? All three are
known to have draped
themselves in  leopard
print dresses. Only the
pharaohs were old money
and did not mind faux over
fur as leopard spots; to be
precise, rosettes were
commonly printed and
woven into fabric in an-
cient Egypt.

According to an NYT
story,  Ms Kennedy’s
jacket was made from
pelts of many wild leop-
ards killed for their lus-
trous coat. Estimates in-
dicate that some 250,000
leopards were killed in the
fashion frenzy ignited by
Jackie’s sartorial choice.

Appalled by the
ever-increasing list of en-
dangered animals, conser-
vationists, fashionistas,
and animal rights activists
have launched a movement
calling for royalties for the
species appropriated in
any commercial product.
The royalties, even if lev-
ied in pennies, can raise
millions that can be di-
rected towards the well-
being of the species.

The leopard print is
also a favourite in Paki-
stan; we call it the ‘chee-
tah print’, as it is an oft-
used misnomer for a whole
range of the Panthera fam-
ily. If the royalties for ap-
propriation trend catches
on, owls, billy goats, and
jackasses will stand to
benefit the most here.

Not sure how many
readers remember the an-
thropomorphic mascot of
a US tobacco company,
Joe Camel, aka Old Joe.
Created for an advertise-
ment campaign in France
and later used in the US,
the company stopped us-
ing it in 1997 after the
Journal of the American
Medical Association pub-
lished a study that led to a
lawsuit claiming the mas-
cot made smoking popu-

lar among children.
Fast forward to the

camel criminal who went
about ordering the mutila-
tion of an animal for tram-
pling on his crops re-
cently. This barbaric act
has been wrongly de-
scribed in the media as an
amputation that is usually
carried out under strict
medical supervision, en-
suring against pain and a
series of measures to deal
with PTSD.

Our diminishing faith
in humanity was some-
what restored by offers
that poured in to provide
medical aid, a prosthetic
limb for the leg chopped
below the knee, and per-
manent shelter for the
poor animal. The accused
has so far faced no serious
accountability.  Some
strawmen have been pro-
duced as the executors of
this atrocity. While it re-
mains to be seen if the real
culpri t will ever be
awarded a punishment in
keeping with the heinous
nature of the crime, the ac-
cused now has the prefix
of ‘wadera’, a much-ma-
ligned honorific, courtesy
of its caricatures in the
media, added to his name.
In the good old days, the
title referred to a family
or community elder; its
feminine, ‘waderi’, though
much less used, does ex-
ist.

Historically, cruelty
to animals has evoked con-
sequences both divine and
temporal. According to
the scriptures, an entire
nation paid the price for
the ill treatment of the
prophet Saleh’s she-
camel.

The Br i t ish
colonialists may never
have had any qualms
about mistreating an en-
tire people living under
their yoke, but they did
initiate animal rights leg-
islation in the subconti-
nent .  Our subsequent
masters have shown simi-
lar disdain for the masses;
however, the same degree
of empathy for the four-
legged creatures has been

missing.
This brings to mind

an English sahib named
Eric Blair. His father was
an opium agent in India.
Born in Bengal and raised
in Bihar, Eric oversaw
floggings and hangings as
a 19-year-old policeman
in Burma. After returning
to England, it seems he got
in touch with the more hu-
mane side of his character
and autho-red that most
quoted line, “All animals
are equal, but some are
more equal than others”.
Yes, this is the same man
the world came to know
as George Orwell of Ani-
mal Farm fame.

It is hard to talk of
‘wadera’ and leave out the
‘waderay ka beta’ (son of
the wadera), another ar-
chetype of a spoilt brat of
privileged ancestry. This
tragicomic caricature was
made famous by a rap art-
ist who pointed out that
not just the lord himself
but his dog demands to be
treated like a lord.

Not too long after the
song was released, a brown
sahib lost his dog on a for-
eign assignment to Paki-
stan.

Many a serf who
never bothered to refill a
birdbath trudged to the
sahib’s mansion to offer
condolences on the junior
lordship’s demise.

For weeks, a pall of
gloom hung over the man-
sion, and all people could
talk about was the spiri-
tual experience of attend-
ing the junior’s last rites,
complete with sitting on
the ground around incense-
burning censers, flower
petals, and wreaths cov-
ering the soon-to-be cre-
mated remains. The
mansion’s lawn was
turned into a temporary
crematorium. Environmen-
tal and social safeguards
are for the less equal farm
animals.

Who knows, maybe
this sahib too may have
found his humane side; it
gives an entirely new
meaning to Orwellian, no?
-- Courtesy Dawn

The people’s distrust

Communalism and the budget

Arifa Noor
Much has been predicted
on TV this past  week
about the dark fate await-
ing the PTI. There was a
lot of finger-wagging as
those in the know made
dire predictions about
Imran Khan not being ac-
ceptable (been there); the
party not being given its
reserved seats (done that)
and also being banned
(here we go again).

This may make for
repetitive television, but
the party’s real challenge
is different; in order to
understand it, one should
pay at tention to  KP.
Here the party enjoys un-
precedented popularity.
But it now faces growing
pressure of the workers,
who are said to be getting
impatient. After all, the
party’s support  base
withstood months of
suppression to stand vic-
torious in an election.

But it has little to
show for this victory. For
months now, there have
been whispers that the
party’s rank and file is
getting worked up — over
kidnappings and disap-
pearances st i l l  taking
place in Punjab, with at
least one reported case in

KP; over Imran Khan’s
incarceration; and over
the KP government’s in-
ability to hold account-
able officials who had
spent months and weeks
before the elect ions
hounding the PTI. (The
incident in which party
workers nearly attacked
Omar Ayub the day the
iddat case verdict was an-
nounced, and Khan and
his wife were not released
is a case in point.)

Such is the pressure
that it is repeatedly men-
tioned that Khan is not
happy with his chief min-
ister because he has been
unable to institute a com-
mission to look into May
9.  More serious st i l l ,
rumours have begun of
how the chief minister
won the elect ion and
made it to the province’s
hot spot not only because
he was Khan’s choice but
also the establishment’s.

As time passes and
the provincial govern-
ment is unable to cater to
the people’s interests,
these rumours will not
just undermine his author-
ity, they might make him
unpopular with the party
base. This will create
problems for the party.
To some extent, this was

at  display during the
Bannu incident.

Once the protest by
the people ended in vio-
lence, the initial reaction
from the provincial gov-
ernment was vague and
anodyne. First Barrister
Saif, an aide to the chief
minister, announced a
committee followed by a
commission to determine
what happened. After this
came a two-page state-
ment from the provincial
home department, which
seemed to have all the
facts at its disposal and
that laid out the events of
July 19. Whether these
facts were determined by
the committee or the
commission is hard to tell
from the press release,
which says a formal in-
quiry will be held.

According to this
press release, on July 19
some “miscreants” pelted
stones and “set ablaze the
tents” and “resorted to
Small Arms fire”, because
of which the “Police …
endeavoured… to take
them out of the sensitive
area”. Then we are told,
“during this melee, 01 in-
dividuals [sic]regrettably
lost his life”.

But the matter
didn’t end here, for late

at night on the same day,
the chief minister issued
a video statement, which
is about as clear as the Jan
13 Supreme Court judge-
ment on PTI’s symbol. Its
interpretat ion,  l ike
beauty, might lie in the
eye of the beholder.

The chief minister
spoke of how he had told
the police to not spare
those armed people who
pretended to be associ-
ated with sarkariidaaray.
He added that he, his po-
l ice and the ordinary
people had reservations
about these ‘elements’ or
armed people.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y
enough, the jirga (com-
prising those who were
protest ing in  Bannu),
which was to meet the
chief minister on Monday,
released its set of de-
mands. The list is rather
long so I will reproduce
the first few demands.
The first rejects Opera-
tion Azm-i-Istehkam; the
second asks that centres
established by ‘good and
bad Taliban’ should cease
to exist; the third asks
that police be allowed to
patrol at night.

Suffice it to say the
video statement seems to
be a bid to appease the

people, who continue to
believe that good and bad
Taliban exist, though few
believe the police will be
able to do all that the chief
minister ordered.

But I digress. The
point I wanted to make
was that the chief minis-
ter and his government
face the same problem in
KP that the PML-N faces
in Punjab and at the cen-
tre.  Staying in  power
means not going against
the powers that be. This
lack of space eventually
pushes a wedge between
the political parties in
power and the people;
the distance between the
latter and the state is
growing wider by the day.

Indeed, the grip of
the establishment is so
tight that there is little left
for parties to govern or to
decide on. And those left
to  wear the crown of
thorns are accused of be-
ing pliant, or worse, pup-
pets.  This is  t rue of
Shehbaz Sharif at the cen-
tre and it is also being said
of Ali Amin Gandapur in
Peshawar.

Another way of ex-
plaining this is to rewind
to the PTI decision to dis-
solve the Punjab and KP
assemblies. Even though

the party itself accepts
that it was a mistake, it is
noteworthy its leadership
had said more than once
before the dissolution that
it enjoyed little power
then. But had it not done
so, chances are it would
have lost credibility with
the voters who would
have been angry at the
party for being too will-
ing to enjoy power, perks
and privileges while fail-
ing to deliver anything to
the people. The reason
for its performance on
Feb 8 was because it was
out of power.

This is not to say the
party should resign again
and go home, but to point
out that the state needs
to heed this crisis of dis-
trust. It has to provide
space to the political par-
ties, allow them to act in-
dependently and take
steps to  address the
people’s concerns.

Otherwise, all the
political parties will ei-
ther become irrelevant or
be forced to take an anti-
state posi t ion.  Both
paths lead to more politi-
cal instability and vio-
lence. The choice is for the
state — and less so, the
parties — to make.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Quetta

Jawed Naqvi

There was a time in India
when the display of wealth
and conspicuous con-
sumption was frowned
upon as an immorality as-
sociated with parvenu
classes. Leaving food on
the plate was similarly
considered sinful. There
were good reasons.
Shiploads of wheat and
milk powder were pro-
cured from the US under
the PL480 deal paid for in
rupees. Not being waste-
ful was also a way of
teaching the young to be
sensitive about the visita-
tions of the manmade Ben-
gal famine, triggered by the
siphoning of food for
Britain’s war effort.

The stock market too
was seen as villainous, and
it was censured persua-
sively in popular poetry
and movies. Dev Anand’s
Kaala Bazar, Raj Kapoor’s
Shree 420 and Dilip
Kumar’s Footpath shone
at the box office as suc-
cesses that projected the
lure of easy money as a
social evil. Food adultera-
tion and spurious medi-
cines marketed by unscru-
pulous magnates were con-
demned as obstacles to na-
tion building, as was the
widespread stealing of the

peasant’s land by money-
lenders. Since Nehru fired
his finance minister over
allegations of corruption,
levelled by his own son-
in-law, the public was san-
guine about the
government’s probity.
Ministers like Lal Bahadur
Shastri set the bar high by
example. He quietly re-
signed as railway minister
owning responsibility for
a fatal train accident, un-
thinkable today.

The budget was pre-
sented in the Lok Sabha at
5:30 pm in keeping with a
British tradition. Its high-
lights came unhurriedly as
headlines in the morning
dailies. Yes, a day before
the budget, cigarette shops
would remove the more
popular brands from the
shelves and put them back
at marginally higher prices
a day later to accord with
the new taxes. The over-
night hoarding would fetch
the vendors a small wind-
fall. Likewise, suspending
the sale of vegetables,
dairy items, bread, etc.
ahead of the budget would
produce a small gain for the
vendors. Police would raid
ration shops if hoarding of
essential commodities was
suspected.

In the corridors of the
parliament house, reams of

budget papers were packed
securely in unwieldy
gunny bags weighing sev-
eral kilos. As the finance
minister finished the
speech, couriers would line
up with special tokens,
would rush the sacks to the
news editor’s room of busi-
ness dailies or to the of-
fices of magnates where
expert teams pored over
the fine print to take a quick
profitable call.

Manmohan Singh’s
embrace of the free market
economy in 1991 tipped
the social balance in favour
of tycoons and punters
who were until then kept
on a short leash. Nehru had
jailed the most prominent
of business magnates.
Indira Gandhi nationalised
their banks, and Rajiv
Gandhi forbade the lot
against “riding on the backs
of Congress workers”.
Which explains the busi-
ness-backed Narendra
Modi’s call to rid the coun-
try of the Congress party.
It also explains Rahul
Gandhi’s persistence in
projecting the underclass,
the indebted peasants, the
unemployed youth, stu-
dents traumatised by a du-
bious system for competi-
tive tests to professional
colleges, and of course,
runaway food prices, as

areas needing urgent re-
dress.

A curious feature of
Manmohan Singh’s pro-
business budgets and those
of his successors has been
that they were seldom dis-
cussed threadbare as bud-
gets ought to be. The key
reason was that Singh’s ad-
vent as a globally ap-
plauded economic wizard
and L.K. Advani’s rise as a
Hindutva rabble-rouser ar-
rived intriguingly together.

In the run-up to the
demolition of the Babri
mosque in 1992, few no-
ticed that the Rao govern-
ment had bribed a group of
MPs from Jharkhand to
vote to pass Singh’s bud-
get. The bribe-takers were
later jailed but only after
the completion of the pro-
market Rao government’s
term. The budget speech
became more sacrosanct as
it began to be televised to
world markets. A debate
on the budget, if any,
hardly made it to the head-
lines.

The national budget
presented on Feb 28,
2002, by the Vajpayee
government underscored a
tragic disconnect between
the ruling elite and a
troubled country. Involved
TV discussion on the pri-
orities for the markets led

up to the finance minister’s
speech. Both kept up the
pretence until then as if
nothing was happening in
Gujarat, where mobs had a
free run of towns and vil-
lages attacking Muslim
shops and homes, raping
and killing at will under the
government’s nose. The
moment the speech was
over, the cameras panned
to the billowing smoke in
Ahmedabad, which was in
fact set off very early in
the morning.

Headlines anticipat-
ing today’s (Tuesday)
budget were therefore
unsurprising. The opposi-
tion would corner the gov-
ernment over two issues,
they said, both unrelated
to the budget. The spike in
fatalities of troops in
Jammu in clashes with
armed men is on the
agenda. The opposition
says the encounters belie
claims of normalcy in the
Himalayan region the gov-
ernment claimed would
come with the 2019 abro-
gation of Kashmir’s spe-
cial status. The police
chief has added fuel to the
inferno, accusing pro-
Delhi mainstream politi-
cians of helping militants.

The second distrac-
tion for the opposition
from the proposed bud-

get is also not original.
S h i v a - w o r s h i p p i n g
kanwariyas, so-called for
the two pots of sacred
Ganga water they carry
by foot  to  distant
temples, do the pilgrim-
age this time of the year.
Their march over several
weeks through crowded
cities like Delhi causes
serious traffic disrup-
tions. The BJP govern-
ment in UP has made it
worse.

Food vendors along
the route were ordered to
display their names so
that  the Hindu
kanwariyas would not
accidental ly eat  food
from a non-Hindu vendor.
The supreme court on
Monday stalled the ne-
farious order,  but  the
polarising fiat has done its
bit for the ruling party
ahead of crucial by-polls
to the state legislature due
later this year. And so, the
top one per cent of people,
comprising India’s super-
rich, continue to hold 53pc
of the nation’s wealth. The
bottom 50pc owns a mis-
erable 4.1pc, and over 810
million people survive on
five kilograms of free grain
distributed by the govern-
ment. Communalism is
prospering, as are free mar-
ket buccaneers.
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PESHAWAR: A delegation of Khyber Union of Journalists meeting with
Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem Haider Khan in a group
photo with a delegation of Blind Professional Association of Punjab at
Governor House.

FAISALABAD: Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman addressing
the lawyers at District Bar Association Faisalabad.

LAHORE: Employees of the Water Management Department protesting for
their restorationduring the protest sit-in of water management department.

RAWALPINDI: A view of rain water accumulated
in the street at Imambara Mohallah after rain that
experienced the Twin Cities.

GILGIT: Rescue 1122 crew in action, expertly
lifting a car from the ditch after an accident.

KARACHI: IBA cleared teachers are protesting
in favor of their demands outside press club in the
Provincial Capital.

KhUJ office bearers call on
Governor; pledges to enhance

journalists’ skills, resolve problems
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Tuesday
reaffirmed his commitment
to address the province’s
challenges as well as the
problems of journalists
community.

He said this during a
meeting with the delegation
of Khyber Union of
Journalist (KhUJ) led by
President Nasir Hussain,
Senior Vice Presidents
Abdul Baseer Qalander,
Bukhar Shah Bacha,
Muhammad Naeem and
others.

Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi emphasized
the importance of
constructive criticism in
fostering societal
improvement, stating that
prioritizing peace is
essential for economic
progress. He urged the
chief minister to convene
cabinet and apex meetings
regarding recent incidents
of lawlessness, stressing

that security is paramount
for development.

Highlighting the
significance of the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), he
acknowledged the adverse
conditions around the Dera
Ismail Khan economic
zone, proposing enhanced
economic zones near CPEC
routes. Governor Faisal
Kundi commended KP
athletes for their
achievements across
various fields, citing PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari’s recent visit to
Peshawar as a morale
booster for provincial
sports.He underscored
empowerment for women
and youth as crucial for
fostering progress.

He pledged to enhance
journalists’ skills and
resolve their problems on
priority basis.

Governor Faisal
Kundi also expressed his
intent to collaborate
closely with the federal

government, to resolve
issues facing journalists.

In reference to
provincial assembly rights,
he assured support from
Parliamentary leader of
PPP, Ahmed Kundi and
others, advocating for
increased public
engagement across different
regions. Protecting
Peshawar’s cultural
heritage and promoting
interfaith harmony were
also highlighted as
priorities. Governor Faisal
Kundi criticized the
provincial government for
misstatements in court,
noting disparities in
university funding
compared to Sindh.

The Governor
announced plans to form a
task force within provincial
parties to address
infrastructure promises
made to designated
districts, pledging a focus
on affordable electricity
and local resource
exploitation.

CM directs admin, WASA to
remain in field till complete

drainage of rainwater
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has directed
district administration and
Water and Sanitation
Agency (WASA) officials
to reach the field and take
immediate steps to drain
out rainwater in all cities
including Lahore.

She said that
continuous work should be
done for the drainage of
rainwater from roads and
low-lying areas, adding
that after rain, water should
not be seen in the streets
and markets.

The CM said traffic
police should clear roads at
the earliest to avoid traffic
jams. All necessary steps
should be taken to manage
traffic in Lahore and other
cities. She directed traffic
wardens to actively
perform duties in the field
to facilitate citizens.

CM Maryam
Nawaz  sa id  th at
ad min is t ra t io n  and
res iden ts  sh ould  be
active and all resources
should be used for the
drainage of rainwater,
adding that timely transfer

of people from low-lying
areas to safe places should
be ensured. She
underscored that people of
low-lying areas should be
warned about evacuation in
advance.

The CM said officers
concerned are present in
the field and safety of life
and property of citizens
would be ensured at all
cost. She directed to ensure
implementation of orders
and SOPs issued by
PDMA. Rainwater should
not stand on roads for
long, she warned.

Now entire nation
knows about digital

terrorists: Azma
LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Information and Culture
Azma Bokhari has said that
the entire nation now
knows who digital
terrorists are and who is
behind them.

In a press statement
issued here on Tuesday,
she said the younger
generation is being incited
against the country’s
security institutions
through systematic
planning. “The children of
the person conspiring
against the country are
living a luxurious life in
London. Pakistan’s youth
should stay away from the
agenda of this disruptive
party,” she added. She
mentioned that parents
should learn a lesson after
the events of May 9.

“A specific group and
their facilitators are causing
unrest, disorder, and
divisive politics in Pakistan

under their agenda. A
progressing and developing
Pakistan is not acceptable
to this group. They
continuously create new
obstacles against the
country’s security and
development. The PTI
started different
movements against the
country including
resignations from
assemblies, jail bharo
movement, and hunger
strikes. The failed
movements of the
‘Nakaam’ Khan have
become a source of disgrace
and embarrassment for
him. All the narratives of
this group have failed just
like their politics. The
people of Pakistan should
recognize their real
enemies. The public was
deceived in the name of a
Naya Pakistan. People
should stay away from this
disruptive group,” she
maintained.

Commissioner Karachi
chairs meeting to review
price control campaign

KARACHI (APP):
Commissioner Karachi,
Syed Hassan Naqvi on
Tuesday chaired a meeting
to review the price control
campaign, at his office
here.

All Deputy
Commissioners, Additional
Commissioner Karachi
Abdul Hannan Bhatti,
Assistant Commissioner
H e a d q u a r t e r s
Commissioner Karachi
Office Rabia Syed, and
others attended the
meeting. The Deputy
Commissioners briefed the
meeting on the efforts made
by Assistant
Commissioners to check
prices and enforce official
rates in their respective sub
divisions.

The meeting took

notice of the increase in
prices of tomatoes, onions,
and other few vegetables.

The Commissioner
directed Deputy
Commissioner East,
Shehzad Fazal Abbasi, to
make the market committee
transparent, hold a meeting
with the market committee,
and take steps to ensure
transparency in the auction
system at Sabzi Mandi.

The meeting also
reviewed efforts to check
prices of all essential food
items, including fruits,
vegetables, chicken, eggs,
and grocery items.

The Commissioner
instructed the Deputy
Commissioners to strictly
enforce official prices,
monitor the price control
campaign themselves.

3-days training workshop
by ICIMOD on cryosphere
monitoring in Pak kicks off

IGP inaugurates model
police station Timergara

DIR LOWER (APP):
Inspector General of Police
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Akhtar Hayat Khan visited
Lower Dir and inaugurated
the newly constructed
Model Police Station
Timergara.

On this occasion,
Regional Police Officer
M a l a k a n d  R a n g e
M u h a m m a d  A l i  a n d
D i s t r i c t  P o l i c e
Officer Lower Dir  Rai
M a z h a r  I q b a l
w e l c o m e d  t h e  I G
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa.

During the inaugural
ceremony, the young
daughter of martyr Israr
Ahmed presented a
bouquet of flowers to the
IG, and a smartly turned-
out contingent of Lower
Dir saluted him.

The IG inspected the
building of the Model
Police Station, equipped

with modern facilities, and
received a detailed briefing
from the DPO Lower Dir.

On this occasion, IG
Akhtar Hayat Khan stated
that the establishment of
the Model Police Station
would prove to be a
milestone in providing
facilities to the local
people.

Later, the IG presided
over a high-level meeting
regarding law and order at
the DPO office, where a
comprehensive briefing on
the overall security
situation of the district
was given.

The IG expressed
satisfaction over the law
and order situation in the
district and met with
police officers injured in
the Maidan operation,
praising their bravery in
confronting anti-peace
elements.

DC stresses for collective
work of departments for
development of district

Matiari district sets target
of planting 100,000 trees
to combat climate change

SDMA warns people
to refrain from visiting

streams, rivers

RWMC appoints additional
workforce to ensure

sanitation during rains

FIA arrests
two human
smugglers

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) on Tuesday
apprehended two members
of a group involved in
human smuggling and visa
fraud here from Laxmi
Chowk.

According to a
spokesman for the agency,
the suspects, identified as
Malik Naveed and Khalid
Munir Bhatti,  were
arrested during a raid. The
authorities recovered three
Pakistani passports, fake
passports of Iran and Italy,
and counterfeit
immigration arrival stamps
of various countries,
including a fake
immigration arrival stamp
of the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA). Additionally,
fake residence cards of Italy
and immigration stamps of
Greece and Iran were also
seized from the suspects. The
arrested individuals have been
taken into custody for
investigations.

Tree
plantation drive

inaugurated
in Dir Lower

DIR LOWER (APP): The
district’s youth office in
collaboration with the
district administration and
the forest department has
launched a plantation
campaign titled “Green
Growth Strategy – Billion
Tree Plus Plantation
Drive,” to make the area
clean and green.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner Plantation
(General) and Focal Person
of the initiative Bashir
Khan inaugurated the drive
by formally planting a
sapling. As many as 1,000
saplings were distributed
among the youth of Dir
Lower, emphasizing the
importance of
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
conservation and
community involvement.

P o l i t i c a l
representatives besides
officials including DFO
Asif Khan.

ANF seizes
330 kg drugs

in 9 operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting 9
operations across the
country managed to
recover 330 kg drugs and
arrested 8 accused, said an
ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Tuesday.

He informed that 826
grams ice was recovered
from a passenger going to
Qatar at Islamabad Airport.

900 grams heroin was
recovered from a parcel
booked for the UK at a
courier office in Lahore.

12 grams weed was
recovered from a parcel
sent from UK at courier
office in Rawalpindi.

250 kg hashish was
recovered from Pasni road
area in Balochistan and 7.2
kg opium, 2 kg heroin and
36 kg hashish were
recovered.

Two bodies
recovered
from dump
in Karachi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Two bodies of a woman
and a baby girl were
recovered in a garbage
dump near Korangi in
Karachi, a private news
channel reported on
Tuesday.

As per the details, as
soon as the incident was
reported, police and rescue
teams reached the spot and
moved the bodies to the
hospital for a postmortem.

In its initial statement,
the police stated that the
victims were killed through
torture. The identities of
the two bodies have not
yet been established.

LDA seals
another 15
properties

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Development Authority
(LDA) teams, during an on
going operation against
commercialization fee
defaulters, sealed another
15 properties in the
Sabzazar Scheme here on
Tuesday. On the directions
of Director General LDA
Tahir Farooq, the teams
sealed properties including
Plot No. 120 Block A, Plot
No. 41 Block G, Plot No.
59 Block G, Plot No. 51
Block C, Plot No. 54 Block
C, Plot No. 22 Block C,
Plot No. 9 Block E, Plot
No. 170 Block C, Plot No.
766, 768, 782, 851, 994 in
Block H, Plot No. 324 in
Block N, and Plot No. 10
in Block P.

PESHAWAR (APP): A
three days training
workshop by International
Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development
(ICIMOD), in
collaboration with the
Pakistan Agriculture
Research Council (PARC),
and the National Centre of
Excellence in Geology
(NCEG) on cryosphere
monitoring has been kicked
off on Tuesday.

According to a press
release issued here, the
workshop aims to enhance
the capabilities of
participants from various
institutions and
universities across
Pakistan, enabling them to
conduct independent
research and monitoring of
glaciers, snow, and
permafrost.

Participants are
introduced to methods and
tools for collecting and
analyzing data on glaciers,
snow, and permafrost,

utilizing both fieldwork
and advanced satellite
remote sensing technology.

The cryosphere,
including glaciers, snow,
and permafrost in High
Mountain Asia, supplies
water to approximately
one-fifth of the world’s
population.

Monitoring these
components is crucial for
assessing meltwater,
especially during dry
seasons, and for evaluating
cryosphere-related hazards
such as avalanches,
landslides, and debris
flows.

In the Hindu Kush
Himalaya (HKH) region,
including the Karakoram,
long-term monitoring of
glaciers, snow, and
permafrost is sparse.

Given the large
spatial coverage of the
cryosphere in the HKH, it
is vital to understand how
it is changing in response
to climate change.

HYDERABAD (APP):
The district administration
Matiari set a target of
planting 100,000 trees to
address climate change. A
meeting chaired by the
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Yousuf Shaikh
decided to launch a large-
scale tree plantation
campaign to mitigate the
effects of climate change,
especially during the
summer season. The
initiative will involve
government and non-
government organizations
as well as civil society
groups.

According to a
handout issued on
Tuesday, the meeting was
attended by DHO Pir

Ghulam Hussain,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Noor
Ahmed Khahro, Additional
Director Social Welfare
Rafique Jamali, Deputy
Director Livestock Dr.
Riaz Laghari and officers
from various departments
such as revenue, forest,
health, education,
environment and climate
change, local government,
police and irrigation, as well
as representatives from
NGOs and civil society
organizations.

The Deputy
Commissioner directed the
Forest Department to plant
25,000 saplings along the
banks of the Indus River,
canals.

MIRPUR (AJK): (APP):
Seasonal nullahs, besides
rivers and streams, flowing
in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK), including
in Mirpur division, were
flooded after the upper
reaches – besides various
ground parts of the state
lashed with first heaviest
rainfall since the wee hours
on Tuesday.

The AJK State
Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA) has
warned people living near
the seasonal nullahs and
streams to refrain from
visiting the flooded ponds,
rivers and streams as the

main spell of the torrential
rains reported in various
parts of the State today.

The Mirpur district
and outskirts lashed with
much awaited heavy rains
that opened the advent of
the monsoon rains which
also also hit various other
parts of the liberated state.

Various parts of the
AJK state lashed with first
heaviest rainfall that
affected various areas
including Mirpur district
causing partial loss to the
material – especially in the
New City and various
adjoining slums areas of
this district.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi Waste
Management Company
(RWMC) had deputed
additional sanitary workers
to clean and dredge major
drains to avoid urban
flooding.

According to the
RWMC spokesman, the
RWMC carried out the
cleanliness of nullahs and
choked drains during
rainfall on Wednesday late
at night to ensure
sanitation in several city
areas. He said that
additional staff had been
assigned duties to ensure

cleanliness round the clock
so that some sanitation-
related problems could not
become hurdles in the
smooth flow of water.

He informed that
RWMC workers removed
hundreds of tons of waste
in the Rawalpindi city
areas while drains blocked
during the rain had been
opened immediately to
have no problem with
drainage in the city.

He said that
complaints received on
social media platforms
were also being addressed
promptly.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Newly appointed
Deputy Commissioner
Sarah Rehman on Tuesday
underlined the need of
collective work among all
the departments and
administration for the
development and
prosperity of the district.

While chairing an
introductory meeting of
line departments held here
at her office, the deputy
commissioner said that
achievement of the goals
would be her priority. The
cooperation of all the
departments was of utmost
importance for the
purpose, she added.

She said the
departments should
perform their duties
diligently and make all
efforts for the development
and prosperity of the area
and better provision of
facilities to the people.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) General, ADC
Relief, assistant

commissioners and
representatives of different
departments including
C&W, Agriculture, NHA,
Labour, Fisheries, Rescue
1122, MTI, Livestock,
Local Government, Civil
Defence, TMOs,
Irrigation, Education,
Water Management,
Forest, Public Health
Engineering, Health,
PESCO, Environment and
others.The deputy
commissioner was
informed about the
resources and
performances of the
departments.Sarah Rehman
instructed all the
departments to cooperate
with the administration to
ensure not only the
achievement of the goals
but also ensuring the
development and
prosperity of the district
and the provision of better
facilities to the people.

Later, a detailed
briefing was given by the
Forest Department
regarding the current
monsoon plantation.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of National Export
Development Board (NEDB).

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Rana Tanveer
Hussain chaired a meeting of the Sugar Advisory Board.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb in a virtual meeting with the Representatives from Moody’s
Ratings.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Syed Masroor Ahsan, chairman senate standing committee on national food
security and research presiding over a meeting of the committee at Parliament House.

SIALKOT:  Farmers  cultivate rice crops by hands
in the fields on the outskirts near the border .

FAISALABAD: President of the Central
Organization of Traders Pakistan Kashif
Chaudhary addressing a press conference at a
local hotel in the city.

PM gives $60b target for country’s
annual exports in three years

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday chaired
a meeting of the National
Export Development Boar
wherein he tasked the
authorities concerned to
take the country’s annual
exports to $60 billion
within three years.

The prime minister
asked the commerce
ministry and other relevant
departments to take all
necessary measures to
achieve the given target.

He said the country’s
exports crossed the $30
billion mark during the
previous fiscal year, and

the government’s policies
also took the IT exports to
over $3.2 billion.

The prime minister
asked the ministry to
resolve the issues pointed
out by the exporters and
present a report within
two weeks. He said that he
would personally chair the
National Export
Development Board
meeting every one-and-half
months.

Calling for collective
efforts for the country’s
development, he paid
tribute to the business
community and investors
for their role in increasing

exports despite tough
circumstances.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz asked the
commerce ministry to
finalise the policy
proposals, in coordination
with representatives of the
potential export sectors.
He also tasked the
Ministry of National Food
Security to improve
extension services, in
coordination with
provinces, to enhance
agricultural exports.

He instructed for
exporting of quality seeds
and agricultural products
after further processing and

taking measures to
introduce crop varieties
with high yields.

He said that the
delivery time of Pakistani
goods to Europe and
America should be reduced
by solving the problems
related to the shipping of
exports immediately.
Similarly, the commerce
ministry and Board of
Investment should ensure
cooperation regarding the
transfer of Chinese export
industries to Pakistan.

He also called for
carrying out research and
development, innovation
and brand development.

FM meets virtually
with the Representatives
from Moody’s Ratings

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb had a zoom
meeting with the
representatives from
Moody’s Ratings at
Finance Division today.
The meeting was also
attended by senior officials
of the Ministry.

The Federal Minister
commenced the session by
giving an update on
Pakistan’s economic
outlook. He highlighted the
foreign exchange reserves
surpassing USD 9 billion,
stable CPI inflation at
12.6%, and a robust 7.7%

increase in foreign
remittances, reflecting
economic resilience. He
emphasized a 30% rise in
tax collection in FY 2024
and outlined reforms to
broaden the tax base,
including new agricultural
taxes and digital initiatives
at the FBR. He also noted
that over 150,000 retailers
have registered as first-time
taxpayers, marking a
significant stride towards
broadening the tax base.
The Minister mentioned
the ambitious targets aimed
to increase revenues by 3%
of GDP by FY 2027, with
plans for a primary surplus
of 1% of GDP,

demonstrating Pakistan’s
commitment to fiscal
sustainability and growth.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb updated
Moody’s representatives
on the successful
completion of Pakistan’s 9-
month Stand By
Arrangement with the IMF,
emphasizing its positive
impact on macroeconomic
indicators. He highlighted
multilateral institutions’
confidence in financing
Pakistan’s developmental
projects and apprised
Moody’s of Pakistan’s
recently finalized Staff-
Level Agreement (SLA).

Senate body on National
Food Security &

Research convenes

Indonesian diplomat
for collaboration to

increase mutual trade

Telenor Microfinance
Bank appoints Jahanzeb
its new President, CEO

US, China, and UAE top
destinations for Pak

exports during FY 2023-24

Over Rs 80 bln disbursed
among beneficiaries under
Benazir Kafaalat scheme

Social media provides
modern information
to farmers: Secretary

CDNS successfully
implements reforms,
automation program

PSX gains 447 points
to close at 78,987.09

Minister vows
to ensure stable

sugar prices
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Industries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain on
Tuesday directed the chief
secretaries to take all
possible measures to
ensure stable retail prices
of sugar across the country.

The minister chaired
the Sugar Advisory Board
meeting to review the
availability of sugar stocks
and price trends, said a
news release.

The minister said that
ex-mills prices of sugar
have remained stable in
recent months.

He directed the
provinces to strictly
monitor retail sugar prices,
as maintaining sugar prices
was the primary
responsibility of the
government.

He warned that any
increase will not be
tolerated under any
circumstances.

Cotton growers
urged to adopt

preventive
measures

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Agriculture Department
has advised cotton growers
to pay special attention
towards their standing
crops during recent heavy
rains.

According to a press
release issued by the
spokesman for
department, the region has
been facing monsoon
weather besides receiving
moderate to heavy rains.

“Although light rain
causes benefits to standing
crops of cotton,” he said,
adding that however,
cotton growers would have
to adopt preventive
measures during heavy
rains. He said that cotton
growers would have to
drainout accumulated
rainwater from their fields
within two to three days if
heavy rain lashed their
areas.

Gold rates
decrease by

Rs.500
per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of per tola of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.500 and was sold at Rs.
250,500 on Tuesday
against its sale at Rs.
251,000 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs. 429 to
Rs. 214,763 from Rs.
215,192 whereas that of 10
gram 22 karat gold came
down to Rs.196,866 from
Rs. 197,260, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained unchanged at
Rs.2,920 and Rs.2,503.42
respectively.

The price of gold in
the international market
decreased by $11 to
$2,391 from $2,402, the
Association reported.

Rupee sheds
10 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee on
Tuesday depreciated by 10
paisa against the US dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.40 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 278.30.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 278.5 and Rs
280 respectively.

The price of Euro
came down by 22 paisa to
close at Rs 302.79 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
303.01, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese yen
gained 01 paisa and closed
at Rs1.78, whereas a
decrease of 01 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs359.63
as compared to the last
day’s closing of Rs359.64.

LESCO
collects over

Rs 4.32m  from
130 defaulters

in 24 hours
LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) has recovered
more than Rs 4.32 million
from 130 defaulters in all
the five districts- Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Nankana
Sahib, Kasur and Okara-
on the 269th day of its
recovery campaign.

The LESCO
spokesman told media here
Tuesday that on the 269th

day, SE (Superintending
Engineer) Nisar Sarwar has
recovered outstanding dues
of Rs 0.32 million.

South Punjab Secretariat
embraces AI to improve
governance, agri sector

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Senate Standing
Committee on National
Food Security & Research
convened today under the
chairmanship of Senator
Syed Masroor Ahsan. The
inaugural session included
a comprehensive briefing
on the roles, functions, and
performance of the
Ministry of National Food
Security & Research and its
affiliated departments.

Present at the
committee meeting were
Senators Danesh Kumar,
Dost Muhammad Khan,
and Poonjo Mal Bheel,
alongside the Federal
Minister for National Food
Security & Research and
senior officers from related
departments.

The committee

members engaged in an
extensive interactive
session discussing the
ministry’s operations, with
each department outlining
its responsibilities.

During deliberations,
the committee raised
concerns about the
ministry’s human resource
strength, noting 40 vacant
positions which they
highlighted as impacting
operational efficiency.

Budgetary allocations
were also a focal point,
with a total of PKR
43,809,325,000 earmarked
for the fiscal year 2024-25.
The committee sought
clarification on allocations
to provincial governments
and inquired about the
budget required for
solarizing tube wells.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Telenor Microfinance
Bank, operator of
Pakistan’s leading digital
financial services platform
easypaisa, has appointed
Jahanzeb Khan as
President and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of
the bank.Jahanzeb is an
accomplished executive
with over 25 years of
global banking experience
and expertise in leading
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
transformation, said a
press release issued here
Tuesday.He has
demonstrable success in
areas such as digital
banking, payments,
fintech, M&A and
business growth across
North American and Asian
markets. Jahanzeb brings

with him a wealth of
leadership experience from
global blue-chip
organizations like JP
Morgan Chase & Co., one
of the largest global
financial services
institutions, where he
spent twenty years. Irfan
Wahab Khan, SVP Head of
Portfolio Development
Telenor Asia and Chairman
of the Board, said that after
a thorough and wide-
ranging selection process,
the board has appointed
Jahanzeb Khan to lead
Telenor Microfinance
Bank. Commenting on his
new appointment,
Jahanzeb Khan said that he
is thankful to the board and
shareholders for providing
the opportunity to lead this
prestigious organization.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The United States (US)
remained the top export
destination of Pakistani
products during the fiscal
year 2023-24, followed by
China and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

Total exports to the
US during July-June 2023-
24 were recorded at US
5,432.929 million against
the exports of US $
5,932.358 million during
July-June 2022-23,
showing a decline of 8.41
percent, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). This was followed
by China, wherein Pakistan
exported goods worth US
$2,707.225 million against
the exports of US

$2,025.741 million last
year, showing an increase
of 33.64 percent.

UAE was the third
top export destination,
where Pakistan exported
products worth US
$2,082.206 million during
the year under review
against the exports of US
$1,475.832 million, SBP
data revealed.

Among other
countries, Pakistani
exports to United Kingdom
(UK) stood at US
$2,012.643 million against
US $1,968.432 million last
year while the exports to
Germany were recorded at
US $1,512.458 million
against US $1,600.413
million last year, data said.

LAHORE (APP): Charge
d’ Affaires of Indonesia
Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma
has said that this is time of
collaboration to bring the
trade between the two
countries at a par with the
potential.

Talking to the
business community here
at Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) on Tuesday. LCCI
President Kashif Anwar
welcomed the diplomat and
highlighted the trade and
economic ties between the
two countries. LCCI
Executive Committee
Members Raja Hassan
Akhter and Mian Attiq ur
Rehman were also present.

LCCI President
Kashif Anwar expressed
LCCI’s eagerness to learn
from Indonesian
technology and
advancements. He agreed
with the diplomat on the

significance of economic
stability and the low cost
of doing business. He urged
LCCI members to
participate in the 39th

Trade Expo-Indonesia,
scheduled from October 9
to 12, 2024.

Rahmat Hindiarta
Kusuma emphasized the
importance of collaboration
to elevate the trade
between Indonesia and
Pakistan to its full
potential. He said that
Indonesia is the largest
economy in Southeast Asia,
with stable economic
growth. “Indonesia, with a
GDP exceeding $1 trillion,
is the world’s 16th largest
economy and is projected
to be the 7th largest by
2030,” he stated. He
highlighted that
Indonesia’s economic
growth has remained stable
at around 5% annually over
the last two decades.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Benazir Income
Support Programme
(BISP) has disbursed over
Rs.80 billion among over
76,00,000 beneficiaries
from across the country so
far under the Benazir
Kafaalat quarterly
payments (April-June).

“Till July 22, over Rs.
80 billion has been
disbursed among over
76,00,000 beneficiaries
which make 81 per cent of
the total beneficiaries”,
said an official source.

The disbursement of
the quarterly tranche
(April-June) of Benazir

Kafaalat cash assistance to
the beneficiaries is
continued across the
country to disburse Rs.
10,500 per household
among over nine million
registered beneficiary
families.

The beneficiaries can
receive their payment
through the nearest centers
after receiving the message
from 8171.The
beneficiaries, in case of any
complaint, can approach
the nearest BISP Tehsil
offices or call the toll-free
helpline number
080026477 of the Benazir
Income Support Program.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has successfully
implemented the reforms
and automation program in
the institution and reforms
agenda to be completed
soon after which the entire
institute will be digitized.

The Automated Teller
Machine (ATM) facility
has been afford in CDNS
which is successfully
continued its services for
the convenience of the
customers, the senior
official of CDNS told APP
here on Tuesday.

At this time
Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) has also been
introduced in CDNS which
will provide enough
facilities to the users,” he
added.

The official said that
work was being done on
institutional reforms in
CDNS and new reforms

and innovations were being
introduced.

The official said that
lot of work was being done
on institutional reforms in
the CDNS.

Given the current
market trend in the
country, an ambitious
target had been set to
improve the savings culture
further, he added.

Replying to another
question, he said that the
CDNS has set an annual
target of Rs 1650 billion for
the current Fiscal Year,
2024-25, which will
promote the saving culture
in the country.

He said that the
CDNS has realized a target
of Rs1.742 trillion in fresh
bonds and exceeded 100
percent of the annual target
in the last fiscal year 2023-
24, from July 1 to June
30th. The National Savings
has set an annual target of
Rs 1.7 trillion for the year.

MULTAN (APP): In a
revolutionary move
towards improved
governance, the South
Punjab Secretariat, under
the direction of Additional
Chief Secretary South
Punjab, Fuad Hashim
Rabbani, started use of
artificial intelligence (AI) in
public service delivery.

This innovative step
positions the Southern
Punjab Secretariat as
Pakistan’s first government
body to employ Artificial
Intelligence applications to
enhance efficiency in
various departments.

To kick start this
initiative effectively, an
awareness session was
conducted on Tuesday,

educating all secretaries
and special secretaries of
South Punjab on the
application of AI. The
session, presided over by
Fuad Hashim Rabbani,
featured a demonstration
by AI consultant Dr. Athar
Mansoor. Key attendees
included Secretary of
Agriculture Saqib Ali Ateel,
Secretary of Services
Engineer Amjad Shoaib
Khan Tareen, Emerson
University Vice-Chancellor
Muhammad Ramzan,
some agricultural experts,
and students. Prominent
professors from Nawaz
Sharif Agricultural
University and Bahauddin
Zakariya University also
participated.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Secretary Agriculture
Muhammad Javed Marwat
on Tuesday said that
through social media,
information related to the
agriculture and modern
methods of cultivation
could be provided to the
farmers and landowners. In
this connection landlords
can also take benefit from
it because this is the age of
social media. Through
YouTube channel, farmers
will have easy access to
timely, useful and
actionable information
related to farming, modern
technology and agricultural
research, he while speaking

as a special guest at the
inaugural program of the
YouTube channel launched
in the name of “ Zaraat aur
Kisan” in the the Bureau
of Agriculture Information.

Director Bureau of
Agriculture Information
Jan Muhammad informed
about the YouTube channel
and its various programs.

On this occasion,
Director General
Agriculture Extension
Abdul Qayyum, Director
General Agriculture
Research Dr. Abdul Rauf,
Director General On Farm
Water Management
Muhammad Hayat,
Director General Crops.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed bullish
trend on Tuesday, gaining
447.90 points, a positive
change of 0.57 percent,
closing at 78,987.09 points
against 78,539.19 points on
the last working day.

A total of
316,245,462 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 375,599,184
shares the previous day,

whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 17.074 billion
against Rs 19.350 billion on
the last trading day.

As many as 433
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
225 of them recorded gains
and 164 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
44 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were PIA
Holding Company.
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Gazans flee after Israel
orders safe zone evacuation

over rockets
Monitoring Desk

KHAN YUNIS: Hundreds
of panicked Gazans fled
after the Israeli military on
Monday ordered the evacu-
ation of part of a humani-
tarian zone, warning it was
preparing to launch an op-
eration in the area.

The military had de-
clared Al-Mawasi, along the
Gaza coast between the cit-
ies of Khan Yunis and
Rafah, a humanitarian zone
in May, and told Palestin-
ians to go there for their own
safety.

But it has now ordered
people to leave part of the
zone in eastern Khan Yunis
that it says militants have
been using to launch attacks
on Israeli targets.

The military said the
evacuation was due to “sig-
nificant terrorist activity
and rocket fire toward the
state of Israel from the east-
ern part of the humanitar-
ian area”, making it too “dan-
gerous” to remain.

In a statement, it urged
people to relocate from
eastern Khan Yunis to the

west of the “adjusted hu-
manitarian area of Al-
Mawasi” that runs along
the Gaza coast.

Many Gazans are
hesitant to join the swell-
ing tent camps in Al-
Mawasi, however, after a
recent attack on the zone
killed at least 92 people and
wounded more than 300,
according to figures from
the health ministry in the
Hamas-run territory.

“No place is safe,”
said Yussef Abu Taimah,
from the town of Al-Qarara
in Khan Yunis, as he pre-
pared to relocate his family
for the fourth time since the
Gaza war broke out in Oc-
tober.

“We left in the middle
of ongoing air and tank
shelling, and drones firing
shots,” said the 27-year-
old, who witnessed dead
and wounded people being
transported to Nasser Hos-
pital by tuk-tuks and don-
key carts.

Abu Taimah said his
family was heading to Al-
Mawasi, but expected to

Palestinians flee the eastern part of Khan Younis as they travel in an animal-
drawn cart after they were ordered by Israeli army to evacuate their neighbor-
hoods, amid Israel-Hamas conflict, in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

Quetta

US Secret Service director
Kimberly Cheatle resigns
after Trump assassination bid

Kamala Harris closes in on
US presidential nomination

with delegates secured

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US Se-
cret Service Director Kim-
berly Cheatle resigned on
Tuesday, a day after ac-
knowledging that the
agency failed in its mission
to prevent an assassination
attempt against Donald
Trump.

Cheatle was facing bi-
partisan calls to step down
after a 20-year-old gunman
wounded the former Re-
publican president and cur-
rent White House candidate
at a July 13 campaign rally
in Butler, Pennsylvania.

“It is overdue, she
should have done this at
least a week ago,” Mike
Johnson, the Republican
Speaker of the House of
Representatives, told re-
porters. “I’m happy to see
that she has heeded the call
of both Republicans and
Democrats.”

President Joe Biden
thanked Cheatle for her
nearly three decades in the

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Vice
President Kamala Harris
will campaign in the critical
battleground state of Wis-
consin on Tuesday for the
first time as a US presiden-
tial election candidate after
enough Democratic del-
egates pledged to endorse
her, clearing her path to the
nomination.

Harris has become the
party’s presumed nominee
after President Joe Biden
withdrew from his re-elec-
tion campaign on Sunday,
following weeks of party
acrimony and internal
polls showed his support
collapsing in  a batt le
against Republican rival
Donald Trump.

Less than 36 hours
after Biden endorsed Har-
ris, she secured the nomi-
nation on Monday night
by winning the pledged
support of a majority of
the party’s delegates who
will determine the nomi-
nation, the campaign said.

“Tonight ,  I  am
proud to have secured the
broad support needed to
become our partys nomi-
nee,” Harris said in a
statement late Monday
night.

“I look forward to
formally accepting the
nomination soon.”

An unofficial survey
of delegates by the Asso-
ciated Press showed Har-
ris with more than 2,500
delegates, well over the
1,976 needed to win a
vote in the coming weeks.

Delegates  cou ld
still, technically, change
their minds but nobody
else received any votes in
the AP survey; 54 del-
egates said they were un-
decided.

The Wisconsin trip
offers another opportu-
nity for the 59-year-old
former California prosecu-
tor to reset the Democrats’
campaign and make the case
that she is best positioned
to beat Trump.

Secret Service and said she
had “selflessly dedicated
and risked her life to pro-
tect our nation throughout
her career.”

“We all know what
happened that day can
never happen again,” Biden
said in a statement. “As we
move forward, I wish Kim
all the best, and I will plan
to appoint a new director
soon.” Cheatle appeared
before a congressional com-
mittee on Monday and said
the attack on Trump, who
was slightly wounded in
his right ear, represented a
failure by the Secret Service.

She called it “the most
significant operational fail-
ure of the Secret Service in
decades.” Both Republi-
cans and Democrats called
on Cheatle to resign. She
drew the ire of lawmakers
from both parties by refus-
ing to provide specific de-
tails about the attack, cit-
ing the existence of multiple
active investigations.

UK unveils training
effort to reduce

reliance on migrants
Monitoring Desk

FARNBOROUGH: UK
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer vowed on Mon-
day to reduce the UK’s
“long-term reliance on
overseas workers” as he
unveiled a new skills train-
ing organisation aimed at
boosting productivity and
economic growth.

Starmer said his gov-
ernment hopes the new
body — named Skills En-
gland — will transform
“not just how we train our
young people and adults,
but also the relationship
between business and
education system”.

In a speech at the
Farnborough International
Airshow, the UK leader
added that many young
people had been “let
down” by a lack of skills
training, creating an over-
rel iance on migration
within the economy. “I do
not criticise businesses

who hire overseas work-
ers and I certainly don’t
diminish the contribution
that migration makes to
our economy, to our pub-
lic services and of course
to our communities,” he
told the audience.

“Yet if you stand
back, as a system it cannot
be right that some people
don’t get to feel the pride
of making a contribution,
the dignity of work, just
because we can’t find a
way of creating a coherent
skill system.”

Starmer said his
Labour government,
elected on July 4 and fac-
ing calls to outline how it
will tackle migration,
“won’t be content just to
pull the easy lever of im-
porting skills”. “We’re
tu rn in g  th e  p age  o n
th a t , ”  h e  i n s i s t e d ,
pledging to “reduce our
long-term rel iance on
overseas workers”.

Nuclear wildcard
reignites Australia’s

climate wars
Monitoring Desk

CANBERRA: A plan by
Australia’s federal opposi-
tion that would slow the
roll-out of renewable power
and build a network of
nuclear reactors has set the
scene for a divisive con-
frontation on climate policy
ahead of an election ex-
pected next year.The oppo-
sition policy, unveiled last
month, would replace the
current government’s em-
phasis on accelerating con-
struction of solar, wind and
batteries with one that en-
visages a greater role for
fossil fuels while seven
state-owned nuclear plants
are built.Energy analysts
say this would lead to sig-
nificantly higher emissions
for at least two decades be-
fore significant nuclear
power could come onto the
grid - a claim the opposi-
tion rejects.

The governing Labor
Party says the idea threat-
ens investment in wind and
solar and is a costly, envi-
ronmentally damaging fan-
tasy for a vast, sparsely
populated and sunny coun-
try whose laws currently
prohibit nuclear generation.

“It is a ploy to keep
coal running longer, at a

massive cost to reliability
and emissions,” energy
minister Chris Bowen said
last week. “It is a betrayal
of those Australians who
have suffered from
bushfires, floods and cy-
clones in the critical decade
for climate action.”

The opposition Coa-
lition of Liberal and Na-
tional Parties is betting on
anger among people who do
not want wind or solar
farms near their land or
coastline and polls that
show around half of Aus-
tralians support nuclear
power.

Labor is under pres-
sure amid a cost of living
crisis, and the Coalition
promises its nuclear plan
will achieve net-zero by
2050 more cheaply and
safely than Labor can.
Many analysts say that is
unlikely even with Austra-
lia being a major producer
of uranium needed for fuel,
given the huge cost of
nuclear plants.

Weakening Australia’s
momentum towards
renewables appears to be a
key goal of the nuclear
policy, according to some
political and energy ana-
lysts.

The aftermath of a landslide in Gofa zone in Southern Ethiopia regional state.

Israeli MPs vote to
declare UN relief agency

a ‘terrorist’ body

Police, troops block Ugandan
opposition headquarters

ahead of protest

IMF to review
Kenya’s revised
economic plan
at end of August

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: Kenya expects
the International Monetary
Fund to review its revised
fiscal repair plan at the end
of August, the country’s
chief minister has told a
parliamentary panel.

President William
Ruto’s cash-strapped
government  has been
forced to draw up new
spending cuts in recent
weeks after widespread
youth-led protests
against previously pro-
posed tax hikes left at
least 50 people dead.

Kenya’s Chief Minis-
ter Musalia Mudavadi said
that the Treasury “has had
a very robust engagement
with the International
Monetary Fund” despite
the setbacks.

US journalist
jailed in Russia

for six years
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: A Russian
court has sentenced US-
Russian journalist Alsu
Kurmasheva to more than
six years in prison for vio-
lating strict military censor-
ship laws, a ruling her em-
ployer slammed as a
“mockery of justice”.

Kurmasheva, 47 was
convicted on Friday in a
secret trial that was not an-
nounced in advance — the
same day a separate Rus-
sian court sentenced US
journalist Evan
Gershkovich for 16 years
on espionage charges. Both
journalists have rejected the
charges against them as
baseless. Kurmasheva, an
editor with the US-funded
Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty (RFE/RL) outlet in
Prague, was arrested last
year while travelling to Rus-
sia to see her sick mother.

She had her passports
confiscated for not declar-
ing her dual citizenship,
was then arrested for not
registering as a “foreign
agent”.

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: The Israeli
parliament gave preliminary
approval on Monday to a
bill that declares the main
United Nations relief
organisation for Palestinians
a “terrorist organisation” and
proposes to sever relations
with the body. The vote
against the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for
Palestinian Refugees
(UNRWA) is the latest step
in an Israeli push against the
agency, which Israeli leaders
have accused of collaborat-
ing with Hamas in Gaza.

The bill was approved
in a first reading and will be
returned to the foreign af-
fairs and defence commit-
tee for further deliberation,
the Knesset information
service said.

The bill’s sponsor,
Yulia Malinovsky, was

quoted as describing
UNRWA as a “fifth column
within Israel”.

The agency provides
education, health and aid to
millions of Palestinians in
Gaza, the West Bank, Jor-
dan, Lebanon and Syria. It
has long had tense relations
with Israel, but relations
have deteriorated sharply
since October and Israel has
called repeatedly for
UNRWA to be disbanded.

“It’s another attempt in
a wider campaign to dis-
mantle the agency,” UNRWA
spokesperson Juliette Touma
said. “Such steps are unheard
of in the history of the United
Nations.” Israel has alleged
hundreds of UNRWA staff
are members of “terrorist
groups”, including Hamas and
Islamic Jihad, but has yet to
provide evidence to a UN-
appointed review.

Monitoring Desk
KAMPALA: Soldiers and
police sealed off the head-
quarters of Uganda’s big-
gest opposition party on
Monday in what a police
spokesperson called a pre-
cautionary move ahead of
anti-government protests
planned for Tuesday de-
spite a ban.

In posts on social me-
dia platform X, National
Unity Platform party chief
Robert Kyagulanyi, popu-
larly known as Bobi Wine,
said security personnel had
surrounded NUP headquar-
ters in the capital Kampala,
barring anyone from enter-
ing or exiting. Wine said
several NUP leaders had
been “violently arrested”
and also showed pictures of
military personnel at the
premises alongside parked
army trucks. “The military
and police have raided and

surrounded the National
Unity Platform offices ...”
he said. “The cowardly re-
gime is so afraid of the
people because they know
how much they have
wronged them!”

Police spokesperson
Kituuma Rusoke did not
immediately respond when
sought for comment about
the reported arrests.

Wine, 42, a pop star
turned politician, has in recent
years emerged as the biggest
challenger to veteran President
Yoweri Museveni, 79, who
has led the East African nation
since 1986. Ugandan youth
who have spearheaded recent
protests are planning to march
to parliament on Tuesday in
defiance of a ban on the dem-
onstration, which is intended
to denounce alleged wide-
spread corruption and human
rights abuses under
Museveni’s long-time rule.

Police cars are stationed in front of a retirement home where at least five
people were killed in a shooting in Daruvar, some 130km from Zagreb.

Iraq hangs 10 ‘terror’
convicts; rights group calls
for end to death penalty

South Africa passes
its first sweeping

climate change law

Monitoring Desk
NASIRIYAH: Iraq hanged
10 “terror” convicts on
Monday, officials said, in
the fourth such execution in
three months, prompting a
rights group to call for an
end to the death penalty.

Courts have handed
down hundreds of death
and life imprisonment sen-
tences in recent years to
Iraqis convicted of “terror-
ism”, in trials rights groups
have denounced as hasty.

Under Iraqi law, terror-

ism and murder offences are
punishable by death, and ex-
ecution decrees must be
signed by the president. A
health official said 10 Iraqis
“convicted of terrorism
crimes and of being members
of the militant Islamic State
group were executed by hang-
ing” at Al-Hut prison in the
southern city of Nasiriyah.
A security source confirmed
the executions. They were
hanged under Article 4 of the
anti-terrorism law and the
health department.

Monitoring Desk
JOHANNESBURG: South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has signed into
law a broad climate change
act that will set caps for
large emitters and require
every town and city to pub-
lish an adaptation plan.

The Climate Change
Bill aims to enable South
Africa to meet its emissions
reduction commitments un-
der the Paris climate agree-
ment, the presidency said in
a statement on Tuesday.

South Africa, which is
the world’s most carbon-in-
tensive major economy and
among the top 15 green-
house gas emitters, is on
track to miss those targets
because of its heavy reliance
on coal for electricity.

“This is very signifi-

cant in that it’s the first time
that our climate change re-
sponse is directly brought
into domestic law,” said
Brandon Abdinor, a lawyer
at South Africa’s Centre for
Environmental Rights, a
non-profit organisation.

“A lot of work needs
to be done, but this act puts
the basic architecture in
place for that to happen.”

The presidency state-
ment did not say when
Ramaphosa had signed the
law, which requires every prov-
ince and municipality to as-
sess climate change risks and
develop a response plan. Emis-
sions targets will be set for each
high-emitting government sec-
tor such as agriculture, trans-
port and industry, and each
relevant minister must adopt
measures to achieve them.

Pro-government protesters ride motorbikes, as they parade to counter an
anti-government demonstration, following nationwide deadly riots over tax
hikes, in Nairobi, Kenya.

Russia says intercepted US
bomber planes ‘approaching’

its border in Arctic
bomber planes from cross-
ing its border over the
Barents Sea in the Arctic.

The US military rou-
tinely carries out flights
over international waters,
operations that it says are
conducted in neutral air-
space and in accordance
with international law.

But Moscow has re-
sponded more aggres-
sively to the exercises in
recent months, warning in
June that US drone flights
over the Black Sea risked
leading to a “direct” mili-
tary clash.

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia on Sun-
day said two US bomber
planes had approached its
border in the Arctic and that
it had scrambled fighter jets
to make them turn away.
Moscow has previously ac-
cused the United States of
making reconnaissance drone
flights over neutral waters in
the Black Sea to help
Ukraine, and has said it could
lead to “direct confrontation”
between Russia and NATO.
Russia said Sunday that it
scrambled fighter jets to pre-
vent two US strategic

Delta cancels
600 flights in

wake of cyber
outage

Monitoring Desk
ATLANTA: Delta Air
Lines cancelled more than
600 flights on Monday, as
the US air carrier continued
to struggle to restore opera-
tions after last week’s glo-
bal cyber outage, even as
other airlines were recover-
ing from the incident.

About 16 per cent of
Delta’s flights had been can-
celed as of 7am EST, ac-
cording to data from
FlightAware, out of
roughly 1,100 flights to or
from the United States over-
all, the web site said.

Death toll from
Ethiopian landslides
jumps to 229: official

Modi says focus
on employment

and middle class
in first post-poll

budget
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
first post-election budget
will focus on employment
and the middle class, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said on Tuesday
as she began presenting the
final financial statement for
2024-25.

The government will
allocate 2 trillion rupees
($24 billion) for job creation
over the next five years,
Sitharaman said.

Monitoring Desk
GOFA ZONE: The death
toll from two landslides in
southern Ethiopia has
jumped to 229 and could
rise further as the search for
survivors and casualties
continued into a second
day, a government official
said on Tuesday.

A landslide buried
people in the Gofa zone in
Southern Ethiopia regional
state on Sunday night, and
then a second one engulfed
others who had gathered to
help on Monday morning.

“I don’t know when
it will stop. We are still re-
covering bodies,” Markos

Melese, head of the Na-
tional Disaster Response
agency in Gofa Zone, told
Reuters by phone.

“We are still digging,”
Melese said.

On Monday, an offi-
cial said at least 50 people
had died and children and
police officers were among
the dead. Footage shared by
the local administration
showed people digging up
bodies with shovels and
bare hands. “The death toll
surged after the people
who came to rescue also got
trapped,” said Gofa district
administrator Misikir
Mitiku.

Barcelona
cannot absorb
infinite tourism
growth, needs

curbs, mayor says
Monitoring Desk

BARCELONA: Barcelona
cannot absorb an ongoing,
unbridled growth in the
number of tourists and has
to impose restrictions so as
not to become a “theme
park” without residents, the
mayor of Spain’s most vis-
ited city by foreigners told
Reuters on Tuesday.

Last month,
Barcelona pledged to shut
all short-term lets by 2028
to contain soaring rental
prices for residents. And
earlier this month, images
of an anti-tourism protest
went viral after a few pro-
testers used water guns to
spray tourists amid grow-
ing rallies against mass
tourism in Spain.

Six Croatians
die in nursing
home shooting

Monitoring Desk
DARUVAR: Croatia was in
a state of shock on Mon-
day after a gunman opened
fire in a nursing home, kill-
ing at least six people in a
rare instance of gun violence
in the Balkan country.

Five residents and one
employee were dead after
the gunman entered the pri-
vate nursing home in the
eastern town of Daruvar
and went on a killing spree,
according to the police.
The gunman then fled the
scene and was later ar-
rested at a cafe, where he
was carrying unregistered
firearms. The man had a
previous police record for
disturbing public order and
domestic abuse.

find no space in the
crowded, makeshift en-
campment.

“We will stay on the
street,” he said. “Even the
sidewalks are full of people
and tents. We are tired and
fed up. Enough of this dis-
placement.”

Ahmed al-Bayuk, 53,
said each of his three dis-
placements has been harder
than the last.

“We barely settle for
a few days before the army
comes, bombs, displaces us
and destroys more,” he
said. “Where should we go?
Every place is at risk of
bombing.”

In recent months the
Israeli army has launched
intense military opera-
tions in several areas of
Gaza that were previously
declared free of Hamas
militants.

Earlier this year it car-
ried out a sweeping opera-
tion in Khan Yunis for
months that reduced
swathes of the city to
rubble and displaced tens of
thousands of people.
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ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar holds talks
with Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan
Rashid Meredov at Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers and Foreign
Minister of Turkmenistan, Mr. Rashid Meredov, called on the President Asif
Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Deputy Prime Minister, Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar, was also present on the occasion.

QUETTA: Chairman PM Youth Development Rana Mashod Ahmed Khan vis-
iting GI Lab established in Balochistan University

QUETTA: Provincial Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nausherwani and Provincial Education Minister Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani presiding over a joint
meeting regarding financial issues of public sector universities

QUETTA: Principal Bolan Medical College Dr. Raza
Muhammad Kakar meeting with Provincial Advisor
for Women Development Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Irrigation Mir
Sadiq Umrani in a meeting with Provincial Advisor
for Trade and Industry Mir Ali Hasan Zehri

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Hangeng Trade
Company calls on Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif.

President for expanding
ties with Turkmenistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has called for expanding bi-
lateral ties with
Turkmenistan across all ar-
eas of mutual interest and
reaffirmed Pakistan’s strong
commitment to its relation-
ship with Turkmenistan.

The President ex-
pressed these views while
talking to the Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of
Ministers and Minister for
Foreign Affairs of
Turkmenistan, Rashid
Meredov, who called on
him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

President said that
Pakistan-Turkmenistan re-
lations were based on a
common vision for peace
and prosperity in the re-
gion. The exchange of high-
level visits between the two
countries signified the mu-
tual desire to further
strengthen bilateral under-

standing and cooperation.
Welcoming the Minis-

ter, the President urged the
need to enhance connectiv-
ity and communication be-
tween Pakistan and
Turkmenistan, saying that
Gwadar port offered great
opportunities for promot-
ing regional trade and
Turkmenistan should ben-
efit from the port.

The President
stressed the need for con-
tinued exchanges and dia-
logue at all levels and en-
hanced trade, economic, in-
vestment and cultural rela-
tions for the prosperity of
the two countries. He of-
fered that Turkmen stu-
dents could seek education
from the medical institu-
tions of Pakistan. The
President noted the impor-
tance of the Third Round
of Bilateral Political Con-
sultations held today by the

two Foreign Ministers.
The Foreign Minister

of Turkmenistan said that
Pakistan and Turkmenistan
enjoyed cordial relations.
He stated that his country
would continue to promote
economic, cultural and edu-
cational cooperation with
Pakistan.

He highlighted the im-
portance of constructing
motorways and railways,
through Afghanistan, to
connect the two brotherly
countries. Foreign Minister
Meredov conveyed the
greetings of the leadership
of Turkmenistan to the
President.

The President recip-
rocated the sentiment and
said that he was looking
forward to welcoming the
Grand Leader of
Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov in Paki-
stan.

Balochistan product will be
showcased in International

Expo: Rana Mashood

Nation stands united
with one voice against

terrorism: Aleem Khan

Senate body on petroleum
deliberates on Pakistan Minerals
Regulatory Authority Bill, 2024

Historic city Zhob to be made 
hub of modern education, trade 
and tourism, vows Governor 

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Istehkam-e-Paki-
stan Party (IPP) and Fed-
eral Minister for
Privatization, Board of In-
vestment and Communica-
tions Abdul Aleem Khan on
Tuesday said the whole
nation stands united with
one voice against terrorism
and it is needed to fully
implement the National
Action Plan.

Talking to President of
Awami National Party
(ANP) Senator Aimal Wali
Khan who called on him
here, the minister said that
there was a dire need for
taking strict action against
the facilitators of terrorists,
said a press release.

President IPP Abdul
Aleem Khan congratulated
Aimal Wali Khan on the
success of ANP in the re-
cent by-election at Bajaur.
He said that for the devel-
opment of the country, po-
litical harmony among par-
ties was of utmost impor-
tance to ensure stability of
political policies on a long-
term basis. He said that the
construction of the
motorway from Mansehra

to Babu Sir Top in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province was
his top priority because he
believed that the fastest
road network from
Mansehra to Gilgit would
be a game changer for the
entire province. He said
that the entry of overload-
ing trucks and trawlers on
the motorways has been
prohibited to protect the
national highways from
vandalism and accidents.

President ANP Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan dis-
cussed the current domes-
tic and political situation
with President IPP and Fed-
eral Minister Abdul Aleem
Khan and pointed out some
problems related to their
area. Moreover, the Mem-
ber of National Assembly of
Pakistan Muslim League-N
from Mansehra, Sardar
Muhammad Yusuf, also
called on President of the
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
and Federal Minister Abdul
Aleem Khan and invited
him to visit Mansehra.

He discussed with the
federal minister about the
political situation of KPK
province in particular.

Rubaba Buledi says:
WDD to provide support to
resolve key issues affecting

female students of BMC
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan for Women
Development Department,
Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi
met Principal Bolan Medi-
cal College (BMC), Dr.
Raza Muhammad Kakar on
Tuesday

During the meeting,
several points related to
welfare of medical students
of the province were dis-
cussed.

Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi stated that “Our fe-
male medical students are
the future of healthcare in

Balochistan. It is imperative
that we provide them with
a conducive learning envi-
ronment, adequate facilities,
and support to help them
thrive. She assured that
women development de-
partment will provide com-
plete support to resolve
Key issues affecting Female
Medical Students of
Balochistan Medical Col-
lage. Dr. Raza Muhammad
Kakar expressed his grati-
tude to Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi for her unwavering
support and dedication to
resolve the issues faced by
medical students

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Petroleum on
Tuesday deliberated on the
“Pakistan Minerals Regu-
latory Authority Bill,
2024.” The meeting, chaired
by Senator Umer Farooq,
was informed that the pri-
mary objective of the bill is
to create cohesion between
the federal and provincial
governments to fully utilize
and transform the potential
of the minerals sector into
a value-added commodity
for the national economy.

Senator Mohammad
Abdul Qadir, the bill’s
mover, noted that despite
the country’s vast mineral
reserves, a lack of coordi-
nation between federal and
provincial governments has
hindered their full benefit.

Secretary Petroleum
Momin Agha apprised the
Committee that the minis-
try is working on the “Har-

monization of Minerals
Laws” with the provinces,
with the implementation
plan expected to be final-
ized by the end of Septem-
ber 2024. The Committee
was briefed on the roles and
functions of the ministry
and its attached depart-
ments.  Secretary Petroleum
Division Momin Agha in-
formed the Committee that
thirteen companies fall un-
der the ministry’s ambit.

The ministry’s pri-
mary role is to facilitate
collaboration between these
companies to meet the
country’s oil and gas de-
mand and to oversee their
affairs, formulating policies
for their smooth function-
ing. The Committee raised
objections over the pro-
longed vacancy of the Man-
aging Director (MD) posi-
tion at OGDCL and directed
the provision of details on
vacant MD and Board of

Directors (BoD) positions
in these companies.

The Committee was
informed about the current
usage and demand for oil
and gas in the country.

The Director General
(DG) Gas reported that the
country’s daily consump-
tion of gas and oil is around
3,200 MM CFT and 7,000
million barrels, respec-
tively. However, the total
reserves of oil are approxi-
mately 192.93 million bar-
rels, and gas reserves are
about 18,108.77 BCF.

According to the
2023-24 data (as of May
2024), Sindh holds the high-
est share of gas at 64%, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
a 42% share in oil. Secre-
tary Petroleum Division
Momin Agha highlighted
that of the total 3,200 MM
CFT of gas, 200 MM CFT
is used for production.

Govt. taking steps for provision 
of basic facilities to people on 

priority basis: Ali Madad Jatak 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Agriculture,
Ali Madad Jatak has stated
that the incumbent govern-
ment is taking steps for pro-
vision of basic facilities to
people on priority basis. In
this regard, practical steps
have been started.

Ali Madad Jatak was
speaking to different del-
egations who called on him
in his office here on Tues-
day.

The delegations in-
cluded the people from
Quetta, Loralai, Pishin,
Loralai, Mastung, Kalat and

other areas.
Speaking to the mem-

bers of delegations, the Pro-
vincial Minister for Agri-
culture said that whole-
hearted efforts are contin-
ued to provide maximum
relief to the people at ev-
ery level.

He said that the devel-
opment works would be
started soon after release of
necessary funds for the
same, which included the
construction of roads, im-
provement in electrifica-
tion, laying of tough tiles,
besides improving the sew-
erage system.

He said that the
people would get relief af-
ter completion of develop-
ment activities in different
areas.

He also said that our
party considers anxiety
of people as it’s own one
for sincere efforts are
continued to resolve the
same.

He said that solariza-
tion of 28,000 agricultural
tube wells is great achieve-
ment of our government.
The growers would surely
get relief after completion
of the project, the Minister
maintained.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that Zhob division
has key importance due to
its geographical location,
archeological sites and tour-
ism places.

He said that the his-
toric city of Zhob would be
made the important hub of
modern education, trade
and tourism soon with the
support and cooperation of
federal and provincial gov-
ernments.

He also announced
that we would also be hear-
ing the good news of estab-
lishment of a modern and
standard university in the
Zhob division.

He directed to the dis-
trict administration to take
concrete measures for com-
plete protection of life and
property of the people.

He asserted that no
negligence would be toler-
ated regarding public wel-
fare.

The Governor was
addressing a big public gath-
ering in Zhob on Tuesday.
The Provincial Ministers
Mir Asim Kurd and Noor
Muhammad Dummar were
also accompanied with the

Governor.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, the Governor said
that the NADRA office
would be expanded in Zhob
very soon so as to provide
all the basic facilities at their
doorstep.

He said that the long-
standing demand of people
of Zhob and other districts
has been met with inaugu-
ration of Zhob-Wana road.

The Governor said
that it has become an im-
portant source of linking the
people of Zhob with other
provinces and cities.

The Governor asked
the people that they are
witness to that Zhob-
Dahna Sar road used to
close most of the time due
to land sliding before.

He said that all the
people like other passengers
suffer problems because of
suspension of the national
highway.

However, by the grace
of Allah Almighty got the
alternative route to move on
to and from Pashtoonkhaw
and Punjab.

As a result of which,
Balochistan would remain
in contact with Punjab and
KP all the time and in all
weathers, Governor added.

Ahsan chairs meeting on
transfer of PSDP projects

executed by Pak-PWD

QUETTA (APP): Chair-
man Prime Minister’s
Youth Program, Rana
Mashood Ahmed Khan,
admitting the decade-long
deprivations of
Balochistan, reiterated in-
cumbent government’s re-
solve to heal the wounds of
the country’s largest prov-
ince and bring economic sta-
bility. He expressed confi-
dence that Balochistan will
soon become Pakistan’s
most developed province
and will serve as a role
model for the world
through unity and coopera-
tion.

He was addressing a
cheque distribution cer-
emony for farmers and
SMEs organized by the EU
funded Growth for Rural
Advancement and Sustain-
able Progress (GRASP) in
collaboration with Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Pro-
gram here Tuesday.

The Chairman Prime
Minister’s Youth Program
emphasized the role of
youth and small businesses
in economic development.
He said, “Uplift of
Balochistan is the develop-
ment of the country. The
federal government is com-
mitted to bring economic
revolution in Balochistan,
and the day is not far when
Balochistan will serve as a
role model for the world
through unity and coopera-
tion”.

He praised the con-
crete steps taken by PPAF
in reducing poverty and
enhancing economic activi-
ties in Balochistan, noting
that while no foreign invest-
ment came to Pakistan from
2017 to 2024, this trend has
now reversed thanks to the
efforts of the PML-N led
government.

He asserted that those
opposing Pakistan’s

progress are its enemies,
and Balochistan’s proud
youth will respond to these
adversarial forces through
their development.

Rana Mashhood said
despite being considered
Pakistan’s most backward
province, the youth of
Balochistan have a distinct
enthusiasm for advance-
ment, wishing to see their
region and province devel-
oped compared to other
provinces.

Stressing the need for
unity and cohesion, he
urged thinking like Paki-
stanis and healing
Balochistan’s wounds. He
announced that the federal
government would organize
an international expo in
Islamabad to improve the
economic condition of
Balochistan’s people by
exporting its dates, grapes,
and other products to glo-
bal markets.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Tuesday chaired a
meeting to address the mat-
ters related to the transfer
of Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP)
projects being executed by
Pak-Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) to provinces
and various federal govern-
ment entities.

The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary Hous-
ing & Works, members of
working groups and senior
officials from the Ministry
of Planning, who deliber-
ated on the optimal redis-
tribution of these projects,

a news release said.
Out of the 162 PSDP

projects managed by Pak-
PWD, as many as 138
projects are attributed to
provinces and 24 to federal
entities. The minister un-
derscored the pivotal role
of the Central Development
Working Party (CDWP) in
this process, emphasizing
that all PSDP projects must
be presented before the
CDWP forum before any
transfer decisions were
made. He directed the de-
partments concerned to
compile comprehensive
‘Position Papers’ outlining
each province’s projects for
consideration during up-
coming CDWP meetings.

Pak digitisation, end to
gender digital divide PM’s
top priority: Shaza Fatima
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication, Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on Tues-
day said  Pakis tan’s
digitisation and end to
the prevail ing gender
digital divide is the top
priori ty of the  P r ime
Minis ter  whereas  the
digital ecosystem diag-
nostic report is the guid-
ing document for the
government’s vision.

She was addressing
the launching ceremony of
the Country Digital Eco-
system Diagnostic Report
jointly prepared by the
Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) and
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) under the title
Pakistan’s Transformative
Digital Future: Growth
Strategy and Roadmap
here.

Shaza Fatima
Khawaja congratulated the
team SDPI and ADB for
preparing a comprehensive
analytical report and termed
such reports evidence pro-

viding baseline data helpful
in setting future KPIs and
goals in the field of
digitisation.

She announced that
the Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication would
focus on implementing
most of the Report’s rec-
ommendations. “The IT
sector exports surged to
record $3.2 billion this year
which is the highest ever.
The Prime Minister has
strong focus on digitisation
of the country as the IT
exports are breaking records
every month. The prime
minister vision and target is
$25 billion in IT exports,
and we are striving to meet
it,” she added.

The minister said In-
formation Technology is a
resilient and robust sector
that is growing with every
passing year, whereas the
PM has not slashed the
budget of the IT sector and
therefore was given the
highest budgetary alloca-
tions in the ongoing fiscal
year.

NA body informed

Spectrum auction for
5G to be completed

by March 2025
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Assembly
Standing Committee on In-
formation Technology and
Telecommunications on
Tuesday informed that the
Spectrum auction for 5G is
under consideration and ex-
pected to be completed by
March 2025. The Commit-
tee, chaired by Syed Amin
ul Haq, recommended that
the ministry require service
providers to ensure proper
5G services in major cities
without compromising
quality after the auction.

The Committee ad-
vised that the ministry
incentivize service provid-
ers in the 5G spectrum auc-
tion and ensure these incen-

tives are properly spent on
infrastructure improve-
ments to guarantee uninter-
rupted 5G services in the
country. The Committee
also discussed “The Estab-
lishment of Telecommuni-
cations Appellate Tribunal
Bill, 2024” in detail. Ac-
cording to the bill, a tribu-
nal will be established to
expedite pending cases in
the telecom sector, which
are currently delayed in the
High Court. Once estab-
lished, the tribunal will be
bound to decide within 90
days. Currently, 71 cases
are pending before the High
Court and will be trans-
ferred to the tribunal upon
the bill’s passage.

Governor visits
residence of late 
Rahim Kakar;
offers fateha for

departed soul
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail visited
the residence of late uncle
of leader of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and Member National
Assembly, Rahim Shah
Abdullah Zai Kakar in
Zhob on Tuesday.

The Provincial Minis-
ters Mir Asim Kurd and
Noor Muhammad Dummar
were also accompanied by
the Governor.

They expressed con-
dolence death of Rahim
Shah with the bereaved
family and offered fateha
for the departed soul.

Gilani extends
warm wishes
to Egyptian
parliament,

people
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Tuesday extended heartfelt
congratulations and warm
wishes to the Egyptian
parliament, people, and
government.

In his message on
Egypt’s National Day, he
highlighted the enduring
friendship and cooperation
between Pakistan and the
Arab Republic of Egypt,
expressing the desire to fur-
ther strengthen ties between
the two brotherly nations.
The Chairman also con-
veyed prayers for Egypt’s
continued progress and
prosperity.

Khursheed urges
political harmony

for national
development

ISLAMABAD (APP): Se-
nior leader of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), Syed
Khursheed Ahmed Shah on
Tuesday called upon all
political parties to foster
greater unity and harmony
to achieve much-needed
national development and
prosperity. In a statement,
Shah emphasized that Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) should abandon its
negative politics and engage
in positive and constructive
activities that benefit the
country. He believed that
the PTI founder had laid the
foundation of the politics
of hatred and violence in
Pakistan.

Shah alleged that the
prevailing economic situa-
tion in the country was a
result of PTI’s wrong poli-
cies at both national and
international levels.

Contracts
with IPPs:
FPCCI’s to
move SC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former Caretaker Com-
merce Minister Dr Gohar
Ijaz has said that FPCCI has
decided to approach the
Supreme Court against the
contracts of IPPs.

In his tweet on Twit-
ter X, he has said that the
Chambers of Commerce has
decided to go to the Su-
preme Court against the
IPPs. CI will formally pe-
tition the Hon’ble Supreme
Court to intervene in this
intolerable situation which
affects the right to life of
every Pakistani. Gohar Ejaz
said that under the IPP agree-
ments, Pakistan pays billions
of rupees to companies that
do not generate electricity.
Expensive electricity has
become unaffordable for all
Pakistanis.


