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Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of Cabinet
Committee on Energy in Islamabad.

QUETTA: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari addressing a press conference.

QUETTA: Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari giving away keys of scooty
to a student who got position in matriculation exami-
nation. Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti and Provincial Minister are also present

LAHORE: Activists of Pakistan Central Muslim
League hold a protest against inflation in Paki-
stan, outside press club in the Provincial Capital.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir presiding over 265th Corps Command-
ers’ Conference

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail being briefed about Sui Southern
Gas Company

COAS chairs 265th Corps Commanders’ Conference

Military leadership rejects unwarranted
criticism on Operation Azm-e-Istehkam

Operation aimed at harnessing counter-terrorism efforts
for enduring economic prosperity, says ISPR

Rules out replacement of Chief Minister Balochistan:

PPP to present its stance in APC
on combating terror in country,

says Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
Chairman PPP emphasizes need for developing consensus on national issues

terming it crucial for continuity of democratic process and stability of
country; huge potential needed to be explored in mineral enriched province

Cabinet body approves
6 months’ extension in
Refinery Policy 2023

Governor calls for taking serious & concrete
measures for improvement in situation

in districts deprived of gas facility

Top 10 position holder
students of Matric meet
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

CM hosts luncheon in honour of all MPAs:

Chairman PPP discusses
political situation with

parliamentarians

Central Ruet-e-Hilal Committee
to meet for Muharram moon

sighting in Quetta today

President, PM
greet Keir
Starmer

on victory in
UK election

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Friday congratulated
Labour Party leader Keir
Starmer on his victory in
the parliamentary election
in the United Kingdom.

The president wrote
on his X timeline that Pa-
kistan looked forward to
working with the new UK
government to further
strengthen bilateral coop-
eration in all areas of mu-
tual interest.

President Zardari ex-
pressed the hope that Keir
Starmer would play his
role in addressing the
shared challenges faced by
the world.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday felicitated Sir
Keir Starmer on the land-
slide victory of his Labour
Party in the general elec-
tions of the United King-
dom.

The prime minister,
in a post on his X ac-
count , said he looked
forward  to  wo rk in g
closely with the new UK
government.

“Looking forward to
working closely with the
new UK gove rn men t ,
u n d e r  S i r  S t a r mer ’s
wise and able  l eader-
sh i p ,  t o  f u r t h e r
strengthen and broaden
th e Pakistan -UK part-
nership,” he said.

PM’s visit to Central Asian
states achieves a major

milestone: Tarar

Imran nods PTI’s
participation in APC

Two killed, 5 injured
in Mardan blast

Asif welcomes
PTI’s

decision to
join APC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Defense Min is ter
Khawaja  Muhammad
Asif on Friday welcomed
the decision of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) to
join the All Parties Confer-
ence (APC).

Speaking to a private
news channel, he noted that
the government had ex-
tended invitations to PTI
for talks in the past, and
this offer remains open.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Corps Commanders’ Con-
ference has reiterated to
continue full support of
ongoing efforts in uplifting
the socioeconomic growth
and wholeheartedly assist-
ing the government in curb-
ing all illegal activities
which hamper investors’
confidence, economic sta-
bility and growth.

Chief of Army Staff
General Syed Asim Munir
presided over 265th Corps

sion on various aspects of
Azm-e-Istehkam, which is
aimed at harnessing the na-
tional counter terrorism ef-
forts in a synchronized
manner to dismantle the
nexus of terrorism and ille-
gal spectrum in the coun-
try for enduring stability
and economic prosperity.

It was noted with con-
cern the unwarranted criti-
cism by some quarters and
deliberate misrepresenta-
tion of the vision, only for

Commanders’ Conference
in Rawalpindi today.

The forum paid rich
tribute to the supreme sac-
rifices of Shuhadas of the
Armed Forces, Law En-
forcement Agencies and the
citizens who have laid their
lives for peace and stabil-
ity in the country.

The forum undertook a
comprehensive review of
internal and external secu-
rity situation of the coun-
try and had detailed discus-

furthering their vested in-
terests.

The forum also delib-
erated upon regional secu-
rity situation, especially
Afghanistan and reaffirmed
its commitment to regional
peace and security.

It expressed solidarity
with the people of Kash-
mir and Palestine. Forum
condemned serious human
rights violations, war

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had discussion
about political situation of
Balochistan with the mem-
bers of provincial assembly
belonging to all parliamen-
tary parties of the province.

The occasion was the
luncheon hosted by the
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti in honour of
the members of provincial
assembly belonging to all
the political and parliamen-
tary parties of the province
here on Friday.

The Chairman PPP es-
pecially participated in the
luncheon meeting with
Governor Balochistan,

Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail besides others.

The President National
Party and Member Provin-
cial Assembly, Dr. Abdul
Malik Baloch, parliamen-
tary leader of Awami Na-
tional Party, Engineer
Zamarak Khan Achakzai,
leader of Balochistan
Awami Party and Provin-
cial Minister for Home, Mir
Ziaullah Langove, leader of
Pakistan Muslim Leangue-
Nawaz and Provincial
Minister Public Health En-
gineering, Sardar Abdul
Rehman Khetran as well as
members of the assembly
belonging to PPPP, Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam, PML-N,
ANP, BAP and Jama’at-e-
Islami.

MARDAN (APP): Two
persons were killed and five
others sustained injuries in
a bomb blast near Jalala
Bridge in the Takht Bhai
tehsil of Mardan on Friday.

District Police Officer
(DPO), Zahoor Babar
Afridi told the media that
two people were killed and
five others injured, includ-
ing a police officer,woman
and child.

He said that the explo-
sion ripped through imme-
diately after a police vehicle

passed over the bridge, in
an attempt to target the
police. According to Rescue
1122, ambulances and
medical teams promptly
arrived at the scene and
shifted the deceased and
injured to local hospitals.

The injured were
shifted to the THQ Takht
Bhai and Mardan Medical
Complex for.

Police have started col-
lecting evidence from the
site and initiated an inves-
tigation into the incident.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee is
scheduled to meet for the
sighting of moon of
Muharramul Haram here in
Quetta on Saturday (to-
day).

The sighting of
Muharram moon would
also mark the commence-
ment of the new Islamic
year

According to the
programme, the Chairman
Central Ruet-e-Hilal Com-
mittee, Maulana Abdul
Kbabir Azad would preside
over the meeting of commit-
tee to be held at Deputy

Commissioner’s complex
here.

All the members of
Committee from different
parts of the country includ-
ing Balochistan would also
be participating in the meet-
ing.

Besides, the represen-
tatives of Meteorological
and other concerned de-
partments would also be
attending the meeting.

Simultaneous meetings
will also occur in major cit-
ies including Karachi,
Islamabad, Lahore, and
Peshawar, conducted by
respective zonal commit-
tees.

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Former premier Imran
Khan said on Friday that
his party would attend the
All Parties Conference
(APC) convened by PM
Shehbaz Sharif.

The PTI founder an-
nounced this decision while
talking to the reporters in-
side Adiala Jail. He stated
that his party would listen
to the government’s stance
on the Operation Azm-i-
Istehkam, adding that the

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) had reservations on
it as it would foment chaos
in country.

Recognising the exi-
gency of the secur i ty
situation, Khan said that
the Tehreek-Taliban-Pa-
kistan (TTP) couldn’t be
vanquished without im-
proving relations with
Afghanistan.

“I am ready to die in
jail but I”ll never accept sla-
very,” he reiterated.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that majority dis-
tricts of the province are
deprived of the facility of
Sui gas even today de-
spite the fact that it has
been providing it to other
provinces for last half cen-
tury.

The Governor stressed
the need to take serious and

concrete measures to im-
prove the situation.

The Governor said that
if it is difficult to include
the Sui gas deprived dis-
tricts in the existing system
then it is essential to make
arrangements for provision
of LPG in these districts.

The Governor was
speaking to the General
Manager of Sui Southern
Gas Company (SSGC)
Farooq Ahmed Khan dur-
ing a meeting here on Fri-

day.
During the course of

meeting, the Governor was
briefed about the situation
of gas supply and com-
plaints of consumers.

The Governor  said
that the usage of gas is
increased in winter sea-
son,  but  the gas load
shedding in summer is be-
yond understandable.

He also said that the
complaints of over billing
is also common by the gas

consumers, who complain
that the speed of newly in-
stalled gas meters is excep-
tionally high as compared
to the old ones.

The Governor directed
to the General Manager
SSGC to end unannounced
load shedding of Sui gas
immediately.

He also stressed the
need to make special ar-
rangements for prevention
of the Sui gas related mis-
haps in Quetta.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The top 10 po-
sition holder students of
Secondary School Certifi-
cate (SSC)’s annual exami-
nations met the Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari here at the Chief
Minister’s secretariat on
Friday.

During the course of
meeting, Chairman PPP
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari ap-
plauded the top three posi-
tion holder students includ-
ing Ayesha Ghazanfar
(first), Sadia Tahir Kamran
(second) and Syeda
Samreen Agha (third).

The Chairman PPP

also appreciated other po-
sition holder students
Attaullah, Yasmin Bibi,
Fatima Mehboob,
Qayamuddin, Zubaida Bibi,
Atiqa Niaz, Sanaullah,
Atiqa Khan, Khansa Kakar,
Asfandyar Khan ,
Kar ishma Devi  and
Mubashar Ahmed.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
also interacted with the stu-
dents and talked about their
achievement in the exami-
nations. He also asked
about their future academic
plans.

Meanwhile, the Chair-
man PPP distributed elec-
tric bikes among the posi-
tion holder students.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, Culture and
National Heritage Attaullah
Tarar Friday said that the
government had achieved a
milestone with Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif’s re-
cent official visit to
Tajikistan and Kazakhstan,
especially on diplomatic
and economic fronts.

“Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his del-
egation received a splendid
reception during his visits
to the Central Asian states,”
the minister said while ad-
dressing a news conference.

The Pakistani ports
were the mainstay of the
discussions of the prime
minister with the top offi-
cials of the Central Asian
states that were landlocked
countries and had a keen
interest in increasing part-
nership with Pakistan, he
said.

The land and railway

routes also came under dis-
cussion to promote bilateral
trade between them, he
added.

For giving a boost to
Pakistan’s bilateral trade
with the two Central Asian
states, the provision of fa-
cilities to the business com-
munity was also discussed
during the meetings, he
noted.

Tarar said PM Shehbaz
Sharif’s meeting with Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization summit in
Kazakhstan was held in a
welcoming and friendly en-
vironment.

With President Putin,
he said, the discussion en-
compassed promoting co-
operation and partnership
between the two countries’
diverse economic sectors
including agriculture, min-

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
Cabinet Committee on En-
ergy, which met under the
chairmanship of Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif Friday, ap-
proved the extension of six
months in the Refinery
Policy 2023 regarding the
upgradation of the existing
refineries.

The committee di-
rected the Ministry of Pe-
troleum to take into confi-
dence the oil refineries es-
tablished in the country and
prepare a comprehensive
plan for their upgradation
on a priority basis.

The committee was
also presented with a de-
tailed report on the circular
debt of the power sector
from July 2023 to May
2024.

The report stated that

the volume of the power
sector’s circular debt was
Rs 2,655 billion till May
2024.

The committee also
approved the Standardized
Security Package Docu-
ment under the Power
Policy 2015 for small wa-
ter projects of the private
sector.

This initiative is aimed
at promoting private in-
vestment in the electricity
sector and quickly resolv-
ing the tariff and other is-
sues. The prime minister
decided to resolve com-
plaints regarding the elec-
tricity supply of the people
of Gilgit-Baltistan.

He constituted a com-
mittee to prepare a plan of
action to ensure the unin-
terrupted supply of elec-
tricity in Gilgit Baltistan.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chairman
Pakistan Peoples’ Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had stated that
People's Party delegation
will participate in the APC,
presenting their stance in
the All Parties Conference
called by Prime Minister
for establishing peace in the
country and Operation
(Azm-e-Istehkam).

“PPP is in favour of
reaching a consensus on all
matters pertaining to the
country, including fighting

terrorism, since we have our
own policy and a strong
commitment to eliminating
terrorism from the country.

The APC will provide
an opportunity for all po-
litical parties to express
their opinions,” he said
while addressing a press
conference at CM Secre-
tariat, Quetta on Friday.

The Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, PPP Balochistan
President Changez Jamali,
PPP MNA Ejaz Jhakrani,
provincial ministers and
other party leaders were

accompanied the PPP
Chairman.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
was on two-day visit to
Balochsitan wherein he was
briefed about the pace of
ongoing uplift schemes,
proposed development
projects for Balochistan.

He also held detailed
deliberations with the pro-
vincial leadership and work-
ers of the party.

The PPP Chairman
while addressing news con-
ference emphasized the

Continued on page 2
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QUETTA: A representative delegation of Peoples Lawyers Forum meeting with Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and Provincial
Minister are also present

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti seen off Chairman PPP Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari at Quetta Airporrt

crimes and genocide
being perpetrated in
Kashmir and Gaza.

The forum af-
firmed that military
leadership is cognizant
of the full spectrum of
the challenges and re-
solved to shoulder its
constitutionally man-
dated responsibilities
with support of the re-
silient people of Paki-
stan.

It underscored that
onslaught of politi-
cally motivated digital
terrorism, unleashed
by conspirators, duly
abetted by their for-
eign cohorts against
state institutions is
meant to induce de-
spondency in the na-
tion and sow discord
through peddling of
blatant lies, fake news
and propaganda.

However,  the
Armed Forces along
with the nation are
fully aware of all such
machinations and
stand united and com-
mitted in defeating the
notorious designs of
the enemies of Paki-
stan.

Expressing full sat-
isfaction on Army’s
commitment to na-
tional security,  the
COAS stressed upon
maintaining high stan-
dards of professional-
ism and operational
preparedness.

To conclude,  the
COAS remarked that
Pakistan Army has al-
ways been fully pre-
pared to thwart all in-
ternal and external
challenges and play its
due role in the stabil-
ity and prosperity of
Pakistan, regardless of
the challenges posed.

Military leadership rejects...
Continued from page 1

PPP to present its stance in APC...

ing, petrochemicals and
others.

The delegations ex-
change was expected be-
tween the two countries
which would eventually in-
crease the bilateral trade, he
added.

He termed the meeting
between the two head of
states “productive”.

PM Shehbaz Sharif, the
minister said, also held dis-
cussion with the presidents
of Belarus and Uzbekistan
on road and rail links, and
stressed on increasing bilat-
eral trade and provision of
facilities to the business
community.

He called the meetings
as of the utmost impor-
tance where the prime min-
ister represented Pakistan

and his vision unequivo-
cally.

Tarar said the meetings
would usher in arrival of
delegations in Pakistan
which would eventually
have a greater impact on the
economy in coming days.

He said an important
agreement was signed be-
tween Pakistan and
Tajikistan for high-level
strategic partnership during
the visit, thanking the Presi-
dent of Tajikistan who ex-
pressed real warmth for the
people of Pakistan.

“There is a huge poten-
tial for solidifying partner-
ship between Pakistan and
Tajikistan through trade and
investment which will not
only benefit the people of
both the countries but also
further boost their econo-
mies.”

Highlighting excep-
tional diplomacy of the
prime minister, regional
peace and stability and stra-
tegic matters were dis-
cussed in a tripartite talk
between Turkey, Pakistan
and Azerbaijan.

At the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization Sum-
mit, he said, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz presented
Pakistan’s clear and un-
equivocal stance on Pales-
tine “which is so far unprec-
edented and historical”.

The prime minister
minced no words in saying
that “Israel is not only car-
rying out genocide of un-
armed and innocent Pales-
tinians but also committing
war crimes”, he added

Tarar said PM Shehbaz
particularly mentioned
martyrdom of 37,000 Pal-
estinians, including children
and women, and displace-
ment of two millions who
were forced to leave Gaza
and Rafah due to the hu-
manitarian crisis caused by
the Israeli attack on hospi-
tals and other areas.

The prime minister
categorically said that “Is-
rael must be held account-
able” and demanded an im-
mediate ceasefire, he added.

PM Shehbaz reiterated
Pakistan’s support for a
two-state solution where
Palestine was given its in-
dependence with the pre-
1967 borders and Al-Quds
as its capital.

The prime minister had
echoed sentiments of all the
people of Pakistan for the
Palestinians at a such criti-
cal forum in an “unambigu-
ous way”, the minister
stressed.

He said Islamophobia
and Afghanistan were also
discussed at the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
summit.

A peaceful Afghanistan
was critical for the peace
and stability in the region,
he cited the prime minister
as saying.

PM’s visit to Central Asian....
Continued from page 1 Continued from page 1 that the Balochistan gov-

ernment has been asked to
expedite the compensation
process initiated for the
affectees of 2022 floods.

 “The housing project
for those affected by the
2022 floods will be accel-
erated, he said, referring to
a successful initiative
launched in Sindh in this
connection.

Those who lost their
houses in the calamity are
the prime focus of PPP,
and we have devised a
strategy to construct
homes and handover to the
affectees on ownership ba-
sis.

These houses will be
the assets of the flood
affectees who could be the
recipients of huge financial
benefits once the process
completes, he remarked.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari expressed
the desire to empower the
women of Balochistan,
promising that women will
be provided interest-free
loans to empower them fi-
nancially. We aim to em-
power women by pro-
viding them with inter-
est-free loans because the
People's Party wants
women to play a role in
every sector.

He mentioned the plan
is also being envisaged to
establish a solar park
through public-private
partnership.

In response to a ques-
tion, the Chairman of the
People's Party said that
whatever has been allo-
cated for Balochistan in the
budget, we hope it gets re-
leased now.

To a query, Chairman
PPP dispelled the impres-
sion that the Chief Minis-
ter is being replaced. He
said that we have no inten-
tion to replace the Chief
Minister Balochistan term-
ing the rumours about it
baseless.

need for developing con-
sensus on the national is-
sues terming it crucial for
continuity of the demo-
cratic process and stabil-
ity of the country.

“Though, we had some
reservations on some na-
tional matters including re-
cent budget for the fiscal
year 2024-25, however in
public interest, we did not
create hurdles thanks to the
federal government who
agreed to assist us in un-
dertaking the development
projects, we proposed for
our people, he noted.

About briefing given to
him on issues of
Balochistan, he said there
is a huge potential needed
to be explored in the min-
eral enriched province.
“The resources of the prov-
ince will be utilized on the
welfare of the people of
Balochistan,” he expressed
his resolve.

The CM Balcohistan,
PPP Chairman said, has
chalked out ambitious
agenda for bringing tangible
reforms in various sectors
including health, education,
youth skilled development
and women empower-
ment.

He noted that as per
flagship programmes
launched by the CM
Balochistan, in the health
sector, government has
planned to constitute a
state of the art hospital on
the patron of Gambat Hos-
pital and NIVCED.

Besides, he said the
Health on Wheels program
has been launched to pro-
vide health facilities in re-
mote areas of Balochistan
by extending services of
Rescue 1122 to 10 districts
of the province as first step
towards quick health ser-
vice delivery.

Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party, , recalled

30 E-Buses safely docked at Convention Center
with charging infrastructure in place: Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Parliamen-
tary Affairs and Law and
Justice, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar on Friday
informed the Upper
House of the Parliament
that 30 Electric-Buses of
the Capital Development
Authority (CDA) were
safely docked at the Con-
vention Center declared as
its initial terminal and de-
pot with proper charging
and maintenance infra-
structure in place.

Responding to the
question of Senator
Fawzia Arshad on the rea-
sons behind the CDA’s
failure to establish depots
for public transport buses

to be received from China
in upcoming months and
any precautionary mea-
sures taken to ensure pro-
tection of the vehicles, the
Minister informed that it
was the first batch of the
buses received from China
and two more batches
were in the offing.

Senator Tarar in-
formed that the Chinese
company had installed
charging stations with a
capacity of charging 12
buses at a time within 3
hours which was suffi-
cient to manage the entire
fleet.

He informed that the
soft launch was today, and
all measures were in place

whereas the members of
the House were wel-
comed to travel in the
newly inducted E-Buses.

He added that a charg-
ing facility at Bus Depot
in Sector H-9 was also be-
ing developed to cater for
the 2nd batch of 70 Elec-
tric-buses and would be
made operational after one
month of mandatory
driver’s training.

“The bus depots at
Taramri, I-9/H-9 and Zero
Point were tendered twice,
but unfortunately, the
bids received were on a
significantly higher than
estimated cost and were
therefore canceled. These
depots will be tendered

again shortly and are ex-
pected to be completed
within a period of five
months,” Senator Tarar
said.

Responding to the
supplementary query of
Senator Humayun
Mohmand, he said the
transport was a devolved
subject and the federal
government could only
operate E-Buses not other
than Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT).

He added  that  the
federal  government’s
p o l i c y  w a s  t o  s h i f t
over renewable energy
and friendly policies for
solar panels and EVs were
introduced.

Pakistan to host Tests against
Bangladesh, England and WI

in packed 2024-25 season
LAHORE (INP):  Pakistan
will host seven Tests in
2024-25 in what is set to
become their busiest red-
ball international home sea-
son this century.
Bangladesh, England and
West Indies will all play
Test series in Pakistan be-
tween August this year and
January 2025.

The PCB announced
the dates and schedule for
the entire home season,
which also includes hosting
the Champions Trophy.
However, it has released
only a draft  schedule for the
Champions Trophy, which
is expected to be held from
February 19 to March 9 next
year. akistan’s home season
will begin with the arrival of
Bangladesh to play two
Tests - one each in
Rawalpindi and Karachi -
from August 21 to Septem-
ber 3, even though Pakistan
don’t play home

internationals in August tra-
ditionally because of high
heat and humidity. It is also
in the middle of the mon-
soon season, which makes
any cricket more vulnerable
to weather interruptions.
Pakistan have played only
two Tests at home in Au-
gust in their history - also
against Bangladesh, in 2003.

After the Bangladesh
tour, England will arrive to
play three Tests in Multan,
Karachi and Rawalpindi
from October 7-28.

That will be followed by
Pakistan’s limited-overs tour
of Australia and Zimbabwe,
and an all-format tour of
South Africa. While the
three ODIs and three

T20Is in Australia will
take place from November
4-18, Pakistan play a fur-
ther three ODIs and three
T20Is against Zimbabwe, all
in Bulawayo from Novem-
ber 24 to December 5. Their

tour of South Africa will be-
gin with a T20I series from
December 10, and ends with
the two Tests from Decem-
ber 26 to January 7 in Cen-
turion and Cape Town, re-
spectively.

The home Tests against
West Indies will start nine
days later. West Indies,
whose tour of Pakistan was
due in January this year but
was postponed due to a
busy calendar, will play their
matches in Karachi and
Multan from January 16-28.
However, the three T20Is
that were also in the original
tour will not take place.

All seven home Tests
will be part of the World
Test Championship, where
Pakistan are currently No.
5 on the points table. But
the 2024-25 home season
is a marked contrast to the
one that preceded it, when
Pakistan played no home
Tests.
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Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi cutting ribbon during the launching Ceremony of the first
ever Environment Friendly E-Buses in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi in a
group photo with the participants of the Mid Career Management Course at
National Institute of Management.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Commissioner and Chairman
Capital Development Authority (CDA)  Muhammad
Ali Randhawa presenting a shield to a student of
the Islamabad Model College for Girls F-7/4, dur-
ing a ceremony of Federal Education & Profes-
sional Training launched under the Summer Camp,
in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Rubina Khalid, Chairperson of the Benazir Income
Support Programme, discusses issues faced by the minority community with
Mr. Anthony Naveed, Deputy Speaker of the Sindh Provincial Assembly, at
BISP Headquarters Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime Minister on Climate Change and
Environmental Coordination, Romina Khurshid Alam called on Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

ISLAMABAD: A view of fallen trees on the road-
side after heavy rain in the Federal Capital.

Visits CPO
IG FC lauds performance

of Islamabad Police
IGP Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi briefed IG

FC on the ongoing projects in Islamabad
Police, the welfare of public and police officers

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to details, Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, accompanied by se-
nior police officers, wel-
comed IG Frontier Con-
stabulary (FC) Moazzam
Jah Ansari upon his arrival
at the Central Police Office
(CPO) Islamabad, a public
relations officer said.

He said that, a smart
contingent of Islamabad
Police presented a guard of

security, the performance
of the Safe City initiative,
and other pertinent mat-
ters.

IG FC appreciated the
performance of Islamabad
Police and provided sugges-
tions for further improve-
ment.

IGP Islamabad Syed
Ali Nasir Rizvi also chaired
meetings at CPO with DIG
Islamabad, DIG Headquar-
ters, DIG Security, DG
Safe City, and other offic-
ers. The meeting focused on

honor to IG Frontier Con-
stabulary. IGP Islamabad
met with IG FC and dis-
cussed mutual issues. He,
along with senior police of-
ficers, briefed him on the
ongoing projects in
Islamabad Police, the wel-
fare of the public and po-
lice officers, effective ar-
rangements for traffic and

reviewing the implementa-
tion of security measures in
the Red Zone and Diplo-
matic Enclave.

He issued additional
directives to enhance moni-
toring and patrolling using
Safe City cameras to bol-
ster security in the Red
Zone and Diplomatic En-
clave.

From innovation to enforcement

Islamabad Traffic Police
keeps the capital moving
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, under the
command of Inspector
General of Police Islamabad
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi,
Islamabad Traffic Police
showed effective perfor-
mance.

During the first six
months of 2024, six differ-
ent testing centers were es-
tablished, including Facili-
tation on Wheel, Education
on Wheel, and Mechanic on
Wheel, Highway Patrol,
and Night Patrol.

The facility of renew-
ing driving licenses was
provided to senior citizens
above 70 years of age at their
homes, along with online
driving license renewal.
Many reforms were imple-
mented during this period,

including the establishment
of the Islamabad Traffic
Police Theme Park, ensur-
ing smooth traffic flow dur-
ing office hours, and install-
ing traffic signboards on
various highways to guide
citizens.

Islamabad Traffic Po-
lice organized 507 work-
shops and classes related to
road safety and traffic rules
in the first six months of
2024, conducted in various
private and government
schools, institutions, and
traffic headquarters in
Islamabad to raise aware-
ness about driving learner
permits and traffic rules
among citizens. More than
176,000 citizens were in-
formed about road safety
and traffic rules during these
workshops.

Capital’s I-14, I-15 sectors’
issues referred to Senate

body on Interior

Gillani pays homage to
Z.A Bhutto Shaheed

TIKA inaugurates
advanced laboratories

across Pakistan

IFA cracks
down on

adulterated
milk; destroys

1100 ltrs
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Food Au-
thority (IFA) led by food
safety teams (FSTs) on Fri-
day, carried out a major
operation in Rawat, result-
ing in the destruction of
1100 liters of contaminated
milk.

Talking to APP,
Deputy Director Opera-
tions (DDO) of IFA, Dr
Tahira Saddique, said that
during the operation,
10,000 liters of milk were
tested.

Using a milk adultera-
tion testing kit, the team
found positive results for
contamination on the spot,
leading to the immediate
destruction of the adulter-
ated milk.

Dr. Tahira Siddique,
commenting on the issue,
emphasized that mixing
milk and water or any other
substances was a serious
offense.

BISP chairperson
assures unflinching

support for minorities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) Chair-
person Senator Rubina
Khalid, in a meeting with
Deputy Speaker of the
Sindh Provincial Assembly
Anthony Naveed Friday,
assured her unflinching
support for the minority
communities.

The two sides dis-
cussed the recent BISP sur-
vey, which identified the
special needs of deserving
Christian families.

The BISP chairperson
said BISP’s core initiatives
were designed to provide
substantial benefits to the
minority community, en-
suring they receive the nec-
essary support and relief.

Senator Rubina reas-
sured Anthony Naveed of
the Programme’s dedication
to assist the minority com-
munity, reinforcing its com-
mitment to inclusivity and
equitable support for all
underprivileged groups in
Pakistan.

IHC wraps up
Rafaqat

recovery case
with directives
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has wrapped up
Rafaqat Tanoli recovery
case with directives.

Chief Justice (CJ)
IHC Aamir Farooq has re-
marked we are sitting here
for the people We are sit-
ting for people. If nothing
has been done since two
years then  you have to re-
store the confidence of
people.

Are they terrorists
that they were engaged,. Be
careful in your words.What
was the reason that they
were protesting.

Challan has not been
filed since the last two
years. It reveals system has
failed to how much extent.

He gave these remarks
on Friday during the hear-
ing of petition filed against
arrest of Rafaqat Tanoli fa-
ther of  Shakil Tanoli who
died after being hit by ve-
hicle in 2022.

The counsel for peti-
tioner said police is not re-
cording statement of
Rafaqat Tanoli.

Naqvi takes decisions to transform
Islamabad into a World-Class City

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior, Mohsin Naqvi has
made key decisions to
transform Islamabad into a
world-class city while
chairing an important meet-
ing at the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA)
headquarters on Friday.

On the Minister’s di-
rectives, CDA will now
only purchase electric mo-
torbikes in future to reduce
environmental pollution.
Additionally, eco-friendly
electric buses will be intro-
duced for the citizens of
Islamabad.

The Interior Minister
has also imposed a ban on
the purchase of conven-
tional motorcycles.

International standard

emergency services will be
provided to the citizens of
Islamabad and the adminis-
tration of emergency ser-
vices will be transferred
from MCI to CDA.

Moreover, the estab-
lishment of Capital Waste
Management Company
will also be expedited. Fur-
thermore, the matters re-
lated to the establishment
of Capital Waste Manage-
ment Company will also be
finalized soon.

The Interior Minister
said that work on the Serena
Chowk Underpass and F-9
Park Chowk Flyover
projects will begin soon to
alleviate traffic congestion
issues in Islamabad. He
added that the long-delayed
Expressway project will be

completed on a priority
basis. He stated that devel-
opment work in the non-
developed sectors of
Islamabad will also be com-
pleted, and possession will
be handed over to the
allottees.

He highlighted that
work on the Islamabad
Model Jail, which has been
stalled for 17 years, is pro-
gressing rapidly, and the
first phase will be com-
pleted within the stipulated
time.

The Interior Minister
said that Business Facilita-
tion Centers are being es-
tablished in Islamabad,
where investors will be
provided with all facilities
under one roof.

Land has also been al-

located for the Health
Tower in Sector H-16. The
Interior Minister congratu-
lated CDA team, including
Chairman CDA, on achiev-
ing record tax collection but
warned that no organization
can run solely on plot and
land sales; therefore it is
essential to develop the as-
sets of the organization.

In this regard, the In-
terior Minister directed that
an investment plan be pre-
pared and presented within
seven days.

The meeting also re-
viewed the progress on vari-
ous ongoing development
projects, including the Kuri
Enclave, renovation of Fed-
eral Secretariat building,
Diplomatic Enclave, and
Smart Parking projects.

Palestinian Medical Students
to complete education in

Pakistan: Ishaq Dar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Leader of the House in Sen-
ate and Foreign Minister,
Senator Ishaq Dar on Fri-
day informed the Upper
House that Palestinian
medical students will com-
plete their medical educa-
tion in Pakistan. He in-
formed the House that
some UK based groups had
approached him as Foreign
Minister that Pakistan
should facilitate the Pales-
tinian medical students of
final year in completing their
degrees because the infra-
structure in Ghaza has
completely destroyed.

He said upon receiv-
ing requests, he wrote to
Pakistan Medical and Den-

tal Council (PMDC) to find
a way out that Pakistan can
help those students. He said
the PMDC in response to
his request, had agreed to
accommodate all those
medical students from Pal-
estine in the medical collages
under PMDC’s administra-
tive control for completion
of their education. “Palestin-
ian students will come to
Pakistan in 20 to 30 batches
for completion of their medi-
cal education which is very
humble contribution of Pa-
kistan” said Ishaq Dar.

The foreign minister
said the stance of Pakistan’s
government on Ghaza is
very clear and Pakistan ap-
proached all available fo-

rums to promote its stance
on Ghaza. He said first of
all Pakistan raised the issue
of Ghaza in Organization of
Islamic Country (OIC)
meeting which took place
in Gambia, later in the D-8
meeting which took place
in Istanbul and demanded
at every forum that Israel’s
atrocities in Ghaza must be
stopped. He said that Pa-
kistan also supported that
the humanitarian aid should
be given free flow in Ghaza
and Pakistan in this regard
had sent nine consignments
so far as an aid for the broth-
ers and sisters in Ghaza.
Pakistan has also demanded
that the proceedings against
Israel’s war crimes.

KP Governor attends certificate
distribution ceremony at NIM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday attended
the certificate distribution
ceremony at the National
Institute of Management
(NIM) Islamabad, where he
awarded certificates to the
government officials who
completed the 40th Mid-
Career Management
Course.

During the ceremony,
the Governor congratulated
the officials from various
government departments
and appreciated their pro-
fessional skills.

On this occasion, Di-
rector General NIM
Muhammad Tariq Moj

briefed the Governor about
the training courses con-
ducted by the institute.

In his key note ad-
dress, Governor Faisal
Karim Kundi said that
these training courses not
only enhances the profes-
sional capabilities of the
officials but also prepares
them to face future chal-
lenges.

He added that gov-
ernment  o ffic ia l s  en-
gaged in public service
hold a very important
position in society, and
the well-being of the pub-
lic is linked to their prompt
services.

The Governor advised
government officials to re-

duce the gap between them-
selves and the public and
ensure timely delivery of
services to restore public
trust.

He emphasized the
need for improving the ef-
ficiency of government in-
stitutions and officials while
innovating methods of pub-
lic service.

The ceremony was
also attended by Chief In-
structor of the Mid-Career
Management Course
Samreen Zahra, Chief In-
structor of the Senior Man-
agement Course
Muhammad Masood
Ahmed, and officials from
various government depart-
ments.

Unhindered freedom to
hold majalis and processions

should be ensured, Sajid
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Quaid-e-Millat Jafriyah
Pakistan Allama Syed Sajid
Ali Naqvi states that the
authorities should take
steps to ensure the holding
of Majalis, gatherings and
processions of mourning
during Muharram al-Haram
with unrestricted freedom.
Muharram and Safar should
be declared load-shedding-
free days so that not only
can the devotees pay hom-
age to the martyrs of
Karbala in a full-fledged
manner, but this process
can also prove to be help-
ful in thwarting terrorism.

Q a ’ i d - e - M i l l a t
Jafariya Pakistan, Allama
Syed Sajid Ali Naqvi, com-
municated to the President
of the country, Asif Ali
Zardari, and the Prime
Minister, Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif, through
separate letters, drawing
their attention to important
matters related to the sacred
month of Muharram-ul-
Haram and Safar-ul-
Muzaffar 1446 AH. He fur-
ther said that like in the en-
tire Islamic world, in Paki-
stan too, all Muslims, includ-
ing people of other religions,
without any distinction.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate Chairman on
Friday referred the agenda
items pertaining to I-14 and
I-15 sectors facing negli-
gence of the civic agency for
past many years for further
debate in its Committee on
Interior to hold further de-
bate for positive conclu-
sions. Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs and Law
and Justice, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar in response to
the question of Senator
Shahadat Awan highlighting
negligence and incompe-
tence of the Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA)
in providing water supply
to I-14 sector and posses-
sion of plots to the allottees
of Sector I-14 for the past

25 years during the ques-
tion hour session of the sec-
ond meeting of the 334th
Senate session urged the
chair to move the agenda to
the Committee.

Senator Tarar said the
issue was pertinent and a
classic case depicting inabil-
ity of many previous gov-
ernments to address the is-
sue. He said the matter
raised by the Senator
should be sent to the inte-
rior committee where the
CDA should regularly take
up the matter. Commenting
on Sector I-15 issue, Tarar
said the I-15 sector was
conceived in 1995 and then
2005 and 2014 its layout
plans were changed to pro-
mote vertical buildings.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Turkish Cooperation
and Coordination Agency
(TIKA) has inaugurated a
series of advanced labora-
tories across Pakistan,
enhancing the country’s
scientific, healthcare, and
educational infrastruc-
ture.

In Islamabad, the ob-
servatory at the Horticul-
tural Research Institute
(HRI) of the National Agri-
cultural Research Center
(NARC) was inaugurated
by Ambassador of of
Turkiye Dr. Mehmet
Paçaci, TIKA Vice Presi-
dent Dr. Ümit Naci
Yorulmaz, and Chairman

PARC Dr. Ghulam
Muhammad Ali, featuring
cutting-edge technology to
monitor climatic condi-
tions, pest behavior, and
plant health.

In Rawalpindi, the
Zoological Diversity Lab
and Animal Shelter at
Rawalpindi Women Uni-
versity (RWU) was
opened by TIKA Vice
President Dr. Ümit Naci
Yorulmaz and RWU Rec-
tor Prof. Dr. Anila Kamal,
providing a platform for
pioneering research in
species conservation and
ecological interactions said
a news release issued here
on Friday.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gillani on Fri-
day paid homage to former
Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Shaheedwith regard
to July 5th when his gov-
ernment as toppled.

Addressing the House,
the Chairman said that the
Pakistan’s constitution of
1973 was initially unicam-
eral due to which the sense
of deprivation was prevail-
ing amongst the provinces
and most the east Pakistan
was being deprived.

Latter Bicameral sys-
tem was introduced in the
Constitution due to which
the House of federation
came into existence, said the
Chairman adding that all
provinces had equal repre-
sentation in the House of
federation.

He said, all political
parties signed Charter of
Democracy (COD) in 2008
and agreed to restore the
Constitution of 1973 in its
original form.

“I give the credit to all
political forces of the coun-
try who restored the Con-
stitution in its original

form” said the Chairman
Senate adding that today’s
democracy in the country
was because of the COD.

Earlier,  Senator
Zameer Hussain Ghumro
said that the legitimate gov-
ernment of Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto was toppled on
July 5th, 1977 and the
Constitution was abro-
gated.

He said the Supreme
Court of Pakistan in its re-
cent judgment, has declared
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s mur-
der was a judicial killing.
5th July 1977 will always
be remembered as the
Black Day in the political
history of Pakistan, he
added.

Senator Poonjo Bhel
said that today was the
Black Day but the
country’s strength was hid-
den in the democratic pro-
cess which should not be
derailed at any cost.

Senator Saifullah Abro
said that the House should
pass a resolution of con-
demnation against the dic-
tator of that time who
toppled the government of
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto.

Court sends
Amir to jail on
judicial remand
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The District and Sessions
Court on Friday sent the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf(PTI) leader Amir
Mughal to jail on judicial
remand.

Judicial Magistrate
Abbas Shah heard the case
of Amir Mughal for alleg-
edly disrupting government
operations.

Police requested a
five-day physical remand
for Mughal. However, the
court denied the request and
ordered to send Mughal to
jail on judicial remand.

Pakistani couple
welcomes baby

boy during
Hajj in Madina
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
Pakistani couple from
Balochistan has welcomed
a healthy baby boy in the
holy city of Madina during
the Hajj 2024.

The birth  o f the
baby,  named
Muhammad,  b rought
double joy for the par-
ents, especially due to
his birth in the holy city.

The Pakistan Hajj
Medical Mission in
Madina, with the assistance
of lady doctors and nurses,
provided excellent care to
both the mother and the
newborn. They ensured
that all necessary medical
facilities were available to
them.

Director General of
Hajj in Saudi Arabia Abdul
Wahab Soomro, along with
officials of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony, invited the
parents to the Pakistan
House adjacent to the hos-
pital. They expressed warm
sentiments and heartfelt
congratulations for the
baby.
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Trade cooperation
At their meeting on the side-
lines of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation-Plus summit
in Astana, Kazakhstan, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin agreed to improve bilat-
eral trade ties. They discussed
the issues impeding financial
and banking connectivity for
easing bilateral trade flows as
Mr Sharif called for reviving and
expanding trade under a barter
system. Mr Putin responded
positively, saying that ties be-
tween Moscow and Islamabad
had recovered in recent years
due to improvement in trade
linkages. He was hopeful that
both Russia and Pakistan would
enhance their energy and agri-
culture cooperation.

Mr Sharif also used his visit
to renew calls for strengthen-
ing Pakistan’s trade and eco-
nomic cooperation with the Cen-
tral Asian states, asking their
leaders to establish road and rail
connectivity and offering them
transit rights through this coun-
try to trade with the rest of the
world via the Karachi port.
Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the trilateral summit of
Pakistan, Turkiye and
Azerbaijan, he proposed tripar-
tite institutional mechanisms to
strengthen commercial ties. He
also mentioned plans to host a
regional connectivity summit to
provide trade corridors to Cen-
tral Asia. While rail and road
connectivity with Central Asia
is a long shot, Mr Sharif’s meet-
ings with regional leaders indi-
cate his desire to end Pakistan’s
growing trade isolation by inte-
grating the national economy
with that of other countries in
the region. That Pakistan re-
mains the least integrated
economy regionally, in spite of
its geographical advantage and
potential to become what Mr
Sharif calls an “ideal trade con-
duit” in the region speaks vol-
umes about our policymakers’
‘trade isolationist’ mindset.

In fact, Islamabad is not part
of any effective regional trad-
ing bloc. The two regional eco-
nomic blocs Pakistan is a part
of — the Economic Cooperation
Organisation and the South
Asian Free Trade Area — have
been dormant since their for-
mation. While other members
of these blocs have significantly
boosted economic cooperation,
our share of trade with ECO and
the South Asian nations is neg-
ligible. Out of the four countries
Pakistan has borders with, it is
only with China with which we
have significant trading link-
ages. With the other three —
India, Iran and Afghanistan,
our trade position is dismal.

Several factors have impeded
Pakistan’s economic integration
within the region but political
and territorial disputes with
neighbouring countries, imag-
ined and real security con-
cerns, a narrow band of export-
able products, and reliance on
the West for both trade and aid
are among the main reasons for
our continued economic isola-
tion. Trading blocs have helped
their respective member states
become competitive and have
contributed greatly to their eco-
nomic development. Will Mr
Sharif be able to translate his
dream of integrating Pakistan
within the region by liberalising
trade cooperation with South
and Central Asia? That remains
to be seen.

Islamic social justice Patrons vs people
Ghulam Shabbir

With the rare exception of
India and China on its
eastern peripheries the
‘heart of the earth’, ie,
Rome and Persia, was
riddled with wars and was
profusely bleeding. Con-
ditions in Europe were
also far from satisfactory
when, to suture the world
social  fabric,  Islam
emerged onto the scene of
history in Arabia.

Human history had
come full circle. Judaism
and Christianity were ei-
ther addressing human
problems on a limited ba-
sis or igniting sectarian
wars, while old tribal
sanctions were fast losing
their sheen, and hence
were unable to address the
malaise. The times were
fraught  with tragedy
when, in the words of
Shah Waliullah, Islam ap-
peared as a moral neces-
sity for destroying the
corrupt socioeconomic
structures of Persia and
Byzantium to build anew.

Amidst  p rofound
chaos,  a man disen-
chanted with the human
plight would occasionally
go to a cave in Hira to get
respite from the tragedy
around him in the exces-
sively mercantile Makkah
— a city of stark socio-
economic dispari t ies,
which had relegated the
disenfranchised segments
of society to a diminutive
existence. Then, a win-
dow opened  from the
ghayb (Unseen) which
brought new life into this
desert city, and indeed far
beyond its environs. The
entire Quran dawned on
the heart of the Prophet
(PBUH) and settled right
and wrong with wisdom
from God.

The religious experi-
ence of the Prophet
emerged as a symbiosis of
monotheism and socio-
economic justice. So lu-
cid and vivid was Hazrat
Muhammad’s first ad-
dress to his community
that the religio-political
and mercantile elites took

it as a warning. Pointing
to the socioeconomic
thrust of his message,
H.A.R Gibb writes that
the darker side to the
prosperity of Makkah, ie
socioeconomic inequality,
was one of the deep inner
causes of the Holy
Prophet’s unease, which
instead of turning into a
movement for social revo-
lution, was transformed
into a religious movement
under the impact of a
vivid and immediate expe-
rience of a unique God.

Gibb’s remark re-
flects the West’s obses-
sion with the so-called
duality of spiritual and
material, which he pasted
onto Islam. Otherwise, to
the Quran, from the very
beginning monotheism
and social justice organi-
cally include each other;
the rejection of one im-
plies the negation of the
other. This was what be-
came the moral social or-
der demonstrated by the
first monotheism-based
‘republic’ of Madinah.

Later, dictatorship,
orthodoxy and Sufi-the-
osophy challenged the
purpose of Islam as a so-
cial proposition and fo-
cused more on ritualism
in religion, substituting
its collect ivism and
snatching its moral initia-
tive. Social justice is nei-
ther a one-off principle
nor does it have Judaic-
Christ ian or Muslim
traits; it is directly pro-
portional to the intellec-
tual, scientific, and moral
cognition of man as an
ever-developing phenom-
enon. The 19th-century
reformer Jamaluddin
Afghani also arrived at
the same conclusion that
socioeconomic reforms,
instead of materialistic
metaphysics or the me-
diaeval idea of religion,
sho uld  be  b ased  o n
monotheistic principles.

He propelled into
ac t ion  an  i l lu s t r i ou s
class  o f  in te l lectuals
who produced a vast lit-
erature on Islamic social
justice, but on the realm

of policy goals and di-
rectives this initiative
fel l  prey to  Marxism.
There was an attempt to
graft communist policies
onto religion. Thus, Is-
l amic  soc i a l i sm co -
evolved with commu-
nism, i ts  fate t ied up
with its surrogate mother
— Marxism — and with
the fall of Soviet Russia,
Islamic socialism turned
out to be a damp squib.

The pristine Islam
planted socioeconomic
egalitarianism in the fer-
tile soil of monotheism,
which proved to  be a
seedbed  of socioeco-
nomic equality and hu-
man  ega l i t ar ian i sm,
whi le  co mmun ism
sowed economic egali-
tarianism in the barren
soil of materialism, and
soon withered away. In
the Pakistani  context,
Iq ba l  in sp i r ed  b y
Afgh an i ’s  th ou gh t
dreamed of a land free of
the master-slave rela-
t i on sh ip ;  J inn ah  and
Liaquat Ali Khan com-
mitted allegiance to Is-
lamic socialism and Z.A.
Bhutto swept to power
on the tide of Islamic so-
cialism. History depicts
the clergy and secular
elite as Siamese twins
indulged in a cut-throat
war, but on removal of
the thin veneer of hy-
pocrisy both are found
to be bedfellows. On this
plane, Iqbal rejected or-
tho do xy and  t ermed
secu lar i sm posi t ively
harmful for mankind.

Deep  do wn ,  th e
orthodoxy’s ‘minimal’
Islam accepts secular-
ism. Modernism and its
spin-offs have rendered
our planet unliveable for
th e  lo wly,  h en ce  the
golden ‘best community’
of the Quran is  duty-
bound to formulate Islam
as a social proposition
of socioeconomic justice
and translate it into re-
ality to prove that Islam
can best resolve the so-
cioeconomic and politi-
cal crises of man.   --
Courtesy Dawn

Aasim Sajjad
Akhtar

On Feb 8, a significant
number of Pakistan’s
people, mostly the young,
threw out the selectors’
script and cast their vote
for the PTI. Most knew
that their mandate would
not  be respected, but
chose to rebel against the
establishment and its hang-
ers-on anyway.

The vote-as-rebel-
lion not only targeted our
self-proclaimed holy
guardians but also put
paid to a large number of
seasoned polit icians
known as ‘electables’.
These historically power-
ful influentials may pos-
sess large amounts of ag-
ricultural land, real estate,
industry or other eco-
nomic capital. Their re-
peated appearances as
MNAs and MPAs reflect
deep entrenchment in daily
life, especially as media-
tors between working
people and everyday state
institutions like the thana,
katcheri and patwari.

By voting against
these entrenched patrons,
many young people dem-
onstrated that politics can
transcend the drudgery of
life, and can, instead, be
informed by ideological
commitments. One need
not agree with the premise
that Imran Khan is a sav-
iour or that the PTI is a
genuinely anti-establish-
ment force to recognise
that those who made this
choice on Feb 8 voted for
an idea over entrenched
forms of patronage.

One election does not
signify an overhaul of our
patronage-based order,
nor does it displace the es-
tablishment that heads the
political food chain. But
it is important to consider
how the vote-as-rebellion
might be a stepping stone
towards something more
substantial. If there is to
be a pathway out of the
rapid downward spiral of
state and society, we
should recognise the his-
torical roots of our pre-

dicament.
Today’s patronage-

based system was
institutionalised during
Zia’s dictatorship. Prior to
the 1977 coup,  main-
stream politics here — like
much of the world — was
largely organised along
ideological lines. The po-
litical left espoused social-
ism, anti-imperialism and
ethnic-national claims,
while the political right
projected an Islamist ide-
ology. The left was win-
ning until Zia banned
organised politics, student
and trade unions, and re-
introduced patronage as
the name of the political
game. I have previously
called this the ‘politics of
common sense’.

By sponsoring reli-
gious ideology and fusing
it with a cynical form of
patronage, Zia set the
stage for mainstream po-
litical parties to become
mere agglomerations of
first-past-the-post con-
stituency-level politicians
who were more interested
in sustaining themselves as
patrons and less in debat-
ing ideas and policy.

This ‘politics of com-
mon sense’ was reinforced
in the global arena by the
neoliberal offensive,
spearheaded by IFIs and
Wall Street investors. So
if local-level politics was
reduced to thana, katcheri
and patwari, with an ‘Is-
lamic touch’, government
policy was largely deter-
mined by IMF condition-
alities on the one hand, and
discretionary funds to
MNAs and MPAs to fa-
cilitate private accumula-
tion on the other.

The predominant ex-
ception to this ‘politics of
common sense’, largely
facilitated by the deep
state, was the militant
right-wing. Entities like
the local Taliban and TLP
are symbiotically linked to
parliamentary Islamists,
and thus patronage with
an ‘Islamic touch’ sur-
vives. Ethno-nationalists
and an emaciated left have
continued to keep their

flags flying but the local
and global  political
economy has remained
stifling.

Imran Khan and PTI
emerged on the political
scene claiming to be op-
posed to the established
order. But in 2013 and
2018, the PTI acquired
governmental  power
largely by mobilising en-
trenched electables. Dur-
ing this period, the party
and its leader were also on
the ‘same page’ as the es-
tablishment.

When relations
soured after April 2022,
many electables jumped
ship. The party faced re-
pression. But demo-
graphic change — two-
thirds of Pakista-nis are
very young — and the
PTI’s unmatched social
media reach meant that its
wider support base was
not seriously eroded. And
on Feb 8, a number of
young people came out to
defy the ‘politics of com-
mon sense’.

What happens from
hereon is undetermined.
Feb 8 only showed us that
ordinary Pakistanis can
swim against the pro-es-
tablishment tide. Remem-
ber that young people in
the Baloch and other eth-
nic peripheries have been
swimming against this tide
for long. Left-progressives
have also been challenging
the IMF’s neoliberal dic-
tates and various forms of
class power. A genuinely
anti-establishment and
ideological politics cannot
simply be based on the
adulation of messiah-like
figures. It must articulate a
genuine political and eco-
nomic alternative to the sta-
tus quo. It certainly can-
not be based on a slightly
modified version of state
ideology in which religion
is used as a political
weapon against the op-
pressed. A new ideological
politics demands a new
common sense that unites
Pakistan’s youthful major-
ity around the principle of
collective liberation.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Taxing the taxed

Appointing a chief justice

Faisal Bari
For all the rhetoric of this
government and its banker
finance minister, the bud-
get has been a huge dis-
appointment. It  is the
same old story of taxing
those who are already in
the net while appeasing
those who are strong and
giving them opportunities
for looting the country or
keeping their loot.

Commenting on the
situation, an editorial in
this paper, published on
July 2, states: “Speaking
at a news conference on
Sunday, Mr Aurangzeb
could only express his
condolences to the sala-
ried class on the higher
taxes he had imposed on
them.” The condolences
should be offered to the
finance minister and this
government. Form 47 or
not, people do not and
will not forget.

This government has
again taken the easy
route. It has raised taxes
for those who are already
in the tax net, especially
the salaried class, but has
not been able to tax pow-
erful interests who have
always evaded taxation:
retailers, agriculturists,
real estate owners and

speculators, and service
providers who are not in
the net. The salaried class
will pay 35 per cent in
taxes and those with an
income of Rs10 million or
more a year will pay an
additional ‘super tax’ of
3.5pc. The inequity of the
system has  only in-
creased and the minister
and this government have
played their part in fur-
ther eroding its legiti-
macy.

A friend in need of
an emergency operation
had to deposit Rs1m in
cash at a private hospital
counter as fearing docu-
mentation and evading
taxes the hospital did not
want to  get  money
through a card machine.
They were reluctant to
give a receipt. Most doc-
tors in the private sector
that I have been to have
similar protocols. Where
are the initiatives to bring
such people into the net?

A low tax rate has
been imposed on real es-
tate but  then defence
forces personnel and the
employees of federal and
provincial governments
have been exempted from
these taxes. Are private
citizens of this country
not citizens? Dubai Leaks

talked of thousands who
have money and assets in
Dubai. Has the govern-
ment even bothered to
look into whether this
money was legitimate and
if it was sent to Dubai
through the proper chan-
nels? Is the state not sup-
posed to look after the in-
terests of its citizens? The
punishment for tax eva-
sion has been raised, the
powers of FBR officers
have been increased when
everyone knows that ,
along with the police,
FBR is one of the most
corrupt  inst i tut ions
around. The state has
clearly turned predatory.

The inequity does
not end here. The govern-
ment has made no effort
in the budget to cut its ex-
penses. In fact, most non-
productive expenditures
have increased. Hundreds
of billions of rupees in
subsidies are given to
privileged sectors and
groups, government em-
ployees are given free
electr icity and petrol,
hundreds of billions of
rupees’ worth of perks
and privileges, including
cars, houses, subsidised
travel and club fees, are
given to the privileged. All
the while the poor

struggle even to pay their
electricity bill. A colleague
who runs the kitchen in
our office and has two
fans, some lights and a re-
frigerator at home has a
bill of Rs22,000 from
Lesco. The gardener at our
place received a bill of
Rs23,000. And the gov-
ernment is celebrating
having given the citizens
a ‘people-friendly’ bud-
get!

The rot runs deeper.
The salaried and those in
the tax — direct and indi-
rect — net, pay about half
or more than half of their
income in taxes.  And
what do they get in re-
turn? Nothing at all.

They have to send
their children to private
schools, they have to go
to private hospitals if
they fall sick. If they
want safe drinking water,
they have to buy bottled
water.

Law and order is
poor, justice is hard to
even access, and the po-
lice and the army act as if
citizens are criminals.
Despite paying through
their nose, citizens get
load-shedding and lec-
tures from the government
about the virtue of sacri-
fice. What a country.

If the poor and
needy were being pro-
vided a decent education,
healthcare and other ba-
sic necessit ies by the
state, one could still ar-
gue that though the sala-
ried and those in the net
were being taxed exces-
sively, the money was be-
ing used well. Instead,
26m children are out of
schools in Pakistan. Pa-
kistan is the only coun-
try, other than Afghani-
stan, which has not been
able to eradicate polio.
Forty per cent of our chil-
dren are malnourished,
and we continue to have
one of the highest infant
and maternal mortality
rates in the region.

We are near the bot-
tom of the ladder in terms
of gender parity, when
compared to other coun-
tries. Think of any statis-
tic, especially pertaining
to human well-being, and
we will see that we are
amongst the worst per-
formers.  How can the
government justify such
taxation when its expen-
diture priorities are so
anti-people?

It  is t rue that  the
economy is in a bad shape
and the government needs
to raise more revenue. But

the economy will not be
in a better place if we
keep taxing those who are
already in the tax net
while giving specific in-
terest  groups al l  the
breaks they can have, and
the economy will not im-
prove if expenditure pri-
orities are not changed to
make more investments in
people.

If the people of Pa-
kistan do not have educa-
tion and skills, if they do
not enjoy decent
healthcare, and if they do
not have access to safe
drinking water and proper
waste disposal facilities,
how can the economy be
taken on a sustainable
high-growth path? Sadly,
this budget clearly shows
that the government has
chosen the short-term
path rather than the
longer-term, more sus-
tainable one.

The economy will
improve for a year or so,
if at all, but this is not the
path to  sustainabili ty.
The budget has also con-
firmed, for many, that this
government, like the ones
before it, does not have
the stomach for working
out and implementing the
needed reforms.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Quetta

Basil Nabi Malik

On July 2, 2024, the Judi-
cial Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) nominated Jus-
tice Shafi Siddiqui and
Justice Aalia Neelum to be
the next chief justices of
their respective high
courts.

The decision to ap-
point Justice Shafi
Siddiqui, who is known
for his vast knowledge
base and swift disposals,
has been widely hailed in
Sindh, whereas that of
Justice Aalia Neelum, who
was not the senior most
judge in the Lahore High
Court, has also been met
with relative positivity.

However, prior to
July 2, the Sindh High
Court Bar Association
had pointed out that the
JCP was seeking to con-
sider the three senior-
most judges of each high
court as chief justice. As
per the bar association,
the senior most judge
should be appointed as
chief justice; the consid-
eration of others would be
“against the principles of
natural justice, seniority,
and the doctrine of legiti-
macy”.

In relying on the con-

cept of merit trumping any
form of seniority, many
might disagree with the
bar association’s opposi-
tion to the elevation of a
junior judge as chief jus-
tice. However, although
there appears to be no
cavil to this principle, what
qualifies as ‘merit’ is the
question that has been
plaguing the institution
for some time now.

In fact, upon his ap-
pointment as chief justice
of Pakistan, Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa had been
seen to make efforts to
finalise a formula or crite-
ria for appointing judges.
These rules, which may
presumably have also in-
cluded details regarding
the appointment of the
provinces’ chief justices,
were to be placed before
the JCP on May 3, 2024.
However, at the meeting,
this agenda item was de-
ferred on account of the
statement of the federal
law minister that the gov-
ernment was ‘consider-
ing’ amending Article
175A of the Constitution.
It was also decided that,
in the meanwhile, the ap-
pointment process of
judges would continue on
the basis of the existing

rules.
The ‘existing rules’

are the Judicial Commis-
sion of Pakistan Rules,
2010, which, ironically, do
not disclose any criterion
for appointment. In fact,
prior to Justice Isa’s el-
evation to the position of
chief justice of the Su-
preme Court, the lack of
declared criteria was one
of the reasons for the op-
position to the elevation
of junior judges to the Su-
preme Court, within the
bench as well as in the bar.

However, not only
has such criteria not
evolved since then, it also
appears that the practice
of elevating a junior judge
over a senior one has been
extended to the post of
‘chief justice’ in the high
courts. This is a matter of
concern for several rea-
sons.

Firstly, without de-
clared and established cri-
teria for appointing a chief
justice, whispers of ma-
nipulation or favouritism
may follow, no matter how
unfair they may be. There
will always remain ques-
tions as to why one judge
was preferred over the
other, what the super-
seded judge potentially

lacked, and whether the
superseding judge was
chosen on the basis of
merit or due to partiality.
This hits the very credibil-
ity of the institution, and
perceptions regarding its
capability to do justice. In
fact, many may even con-
tend that an institution
which falters in doing jus-
tice within cannot be ex-
pected to do justice with-
out.

Secondly, appoint-
ments made in such a
manner hurt the authority
and standing of the ap-
pointees as much as
those overlooked. Just
because one judge is se-
lected, as opposed to an-
other, does not automati-
cally translate into the lat-
ter lacking credibility.
However, without a
formalised yardstick on
the basis of which people
can make sense of the de-
cisions, rumours and as-
sumptions are bound to
fill the vacuum, thereby
overshadowing the mer-
its of the appointments
and of those that were
overlooked. It essentially
makes a good decision
look bad, and a bad deci-
sion look even worse.

Also, being super-

seded is extremely
demoralising, and can po-
tentially lead to asper-
sions being cast on the
conduct and credibility of
the judges who were su-
perseded. It raises several
questions. For example,
would a superseded
judge, who is technically
senior, be expected to re-
port to his or her junior in
matters of administration,
or would he or she be ex-
pected to resign? Would
the supersession be seen
as a vote of no-confi-
dence against his or her
abilities, or just an admin-
istrative necessity? If the
judge resigns, would that
not be a loss to the judi-
ciary? If the judge
chooses to stay, would
that not impede his or her
ability to deliver justice?

On the other hand,
would the junior judge be
better able to command
the confidence of his or
her court, or less likely, if
appointed by supersed-
ing others? And finally,
would such a move create
polarisation and division
within the high courts,
thereby impairing effective
administration, or would it
tend to resolve these?

The answers are un-

settling, and that is per-
haps why the Supreme
Court had held in the Al
Jehad case, as far back as
1996, that the most senior
judge of a high court has a
legitimate expectation to be
considered for appoint-
ment as chief justice, and
in the absence of any con-
crete and valid reasons to
be recorded, be entitled for
appointment in the court
concerned.

The rationale for this
observation still resonates
with many today, and will
continue to do so until the
appointment process is
made more transparent,
open, and criteria-based.
Doing so will not only be a
service to the public, who
are direct stakeholders in
the dispensation of justice,
but also to the judges them-
selves, who deserve better
than the probing questions
raised, the doubts created,
and the misgivings left un-
addressed on account of
the current manner of ap-
pointments. It is often said
that justice should not only
be done, but also be seen
to be done. In this case, per-
haps, justice should not
only be done, but be done
with the justices them-
selves.
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a
meeting of Excise, Taxation & Narcotic Control dept at CM House.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif presides over the
meeting during his visit to Lahore Development Authority. Senior Minister
Marriyum Aurangzaib is also present on the occasion.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Local Government Zeeshan Rafique presides
over the briefing session of Cooperatives Department. MNA Armaghan
Subhani is also present.

LAHORE: A delegation of Shia Ulema Council meeting with Provincial
Minister for Health and Chairman Cabinet Committee for Law and order
Khawaja Salman Rafique.

BAHAWALPUR: Activists of Pakistan People’s
Party hold a banner during protest on the eve of
black day on 5th July, outside press club in the city.

MUZAFFRABAD: Picnickers are enjoying in
front of Dhani waterfall outskirts area of the city.

Murad orders strengthening
provisional narcotics wing to

control drug menace
KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh government has
decided to further
strengthen the Excise &
Narcotics Control
Department in order to
protect the new generation,
especially children, from
the dangers of drugs.

This decision was
made during a meeting
chaired by Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah at the CM House.

Senior Minister for
Information and Excise &
Narcotics, Sharjeel
Memon, Chief Secretary
Asif Hyder Shah, PSCM
Agha Wasif, Secretary of
Excise & Taxation Saleem
Rajput, DG Narcotics
Control Usman Siddiqui,
and others attended the
meeting.

Minister Excise &
Narcotics Sharjeel Memon

briefing the CM said that
he has controlled drug
peddling in Hyderabad and
has taken strict measures
in Karachi to stop its
penetration in educational
institutions and even in the
slum areas.

At this, the CM said
that the penetration of
synthetic drugs into
educational institutions
was a serious threat to our
children. “I want to stop it
once and for all for which
the police, ANF and Excise
& narcotics dept would
have to work together,” he
said. The senior minister
announced the
establishment of Excise &
Narcotics check posts in
the bordering areas of
Sindh with other
provinces. He mentioned
that the Excise & Narcotics
check-post at Hub, which

was abolished in 2007,
would be revived to control
drug smuggling into Sindh.

In response to a
question, the CM stated
that the Excise & Narcotics
Control department has 47
police stations including
six in Karachi, 11 in
Hyderabad, eight in
Sukkur, 10 in Larkana, five
in Mirpurkhas, and seven
in Shaheed Benazirabad.

It was disclosed the
department has also check-
posts, three each in Karachi
and Larkano, two each in
Hyderabad, Sukkur and
Shaheed Benazirabad
divisions. Murad Ali Shah
directed the Minister of
Excise &  Narcotics to
further strengthen Narcotic
police with necessary
equipment, vehicles and
gadgets so that they work
at full capacity.

Members NY State Assembly,
US Pakistani Public Affairs
Committee call on CM KP

PESHAWAR (APP): A
delegation of the members
of New York State
Assembly and American
Pakistani Public Affairs
Committee, led by Deputy
Speaker Phil Ramos, called
on Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur in
Islamabad the other day.

Provincial ministers
Syed Qasim Ali Shah, Faisal
Khan Tarakai, Muzammil
Aslam, Chief Secretary
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry,
Additional Chief Secretary
Syed Imtiaz Hussain Shah
and other concerned high
ups of the provincial
government were also
present on the occasion.

Matters related to
promoting state to state
relationships between the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and

New York State came
under discussion.

Similarly, prospects
for mutual cooperation in
the different social sectors
were also discussed in the
meeting. Both sides agreed
to sign Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) for
partnership in Health,
Education, Trade, Human
Resource and other
important sectors.

It was also agreed on
the occasion to initiate
Nursing Exchange and Tele
Health programs with the
mutual cooperation of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government and New York
State.

Talking to the
delegates, the chief minister
said that the provincial
government had always
welcomed and appreciated

the support of US
government in the different
public welfare projects,
adding that expending
cooperation between both
the governments would
further strengthen the
relationships between
Pakistan and the United
States.

Touching upon the
priorities of his
government, Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur said that
the health and education
had been the top most
priority of PTI government
in the province since day
one, and we had introduced
multiple reforms in these
sectors, which had resulted
in significant improvement
in providing quality
healthcare and learning
facilities to the people as
per their expectations.

KP Governor visits
NVTTC, highlight

significance of market
oriented training to youth

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi has said that
steps would be taken for
empowerment of women
and youth and to train
them according to demands
of contemporary market.

He said this during his
visit to National Vocational
Technical Training
Commission (NVTTC) on
Friday. On the occasion,
KP Governor was also
briefed by Chairperson of
NVTTC, Gulmina Bilal
and Executive Director,
Muhammad Aamir about
working of the commission.

KP Governor termed
Pakistani workers serving
outside the country as
ambassadors and said that
they played a significant
role in sending foreign
exchange. He said that
majority of laborers
working in gulf countries
belong to Pakistan and
added that they can earn a
better livelihood in native
areas if provided training
modern technologies.

Faisal Karim said that
youth and women would
also be provided trainings
in field of mining, tourism
and gemstone sector
enabling them to explore
opportunities in Central
Asian States.

Governor also urged
authorities in NVTTC to
develop a liaison with
universities and
educational institutions to
train youth in modern and
diversified fields. He also
assured his cooperation to
commission in training
youth and women.

He was also informed
that training of about 1000
children are underway in
the commission under
BISP while more than
600,000 youth were
provided training in various
fields.

Chairperson of
NVTTC said that actions
would be taken on
proposals of KP Governor
and steps would be taken
to train youth and women
in modern fields of
technology.

Marriyum announces
major campaign to

combat smog
LAHORE (APP): Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb has
announced a major
campaign in Punjab aimed
at combating smog,
protecting human health,
and addressing pollution.

While chairing the
Multi-Sectoral Anti-Smog
Action Plan review meeting
here on Friday, she said that
under this initiative, a
crackdown has been
initiated on industries,
factories, and vehicular
emissions.

The senior minister
stated that penalties will be
imposed for burning
residue and crops, and
government machinery
across the province has
been put on high alert.
Monitoring plans for
pollutants and toxic
substances in the air have
been prepared for each

sector, with a master plan
for the implementation of
directives from the Chief
Minister’s Office. Police,
district administrations,
environmental protection
agencies, and the finance
department, among other
relevant bodies, will
actively participate in the
anti-smog campaign, she
said.

Marriyum Aurangzeb
also highlighted the
commencement of
inspections for vehicles
emitting excessive smoke
due to faulty engines,
alongside the launch of a
comprehensive fitness and
testing program. Initially,
the testing program will
focus on vehicles, trucks,
and highways in Lahore.
After the deadline, permits
for vehicles and trucks
found violating the law will
be revoked, she added.

Development projects
to be completed
timely: Minister

Punjab health minister
calls for unity during
Muharramul Haram

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Health and
Chairman of the Cabinet
Committee on Law and
Order Khawaja Salman
Rafique emphasised the
role of scholars in fostering
unity among Muslims
during Muharram-ul-
Haram.

He conveyed the
message during a meeting
with a delegation from the
Shia Ulema Council on
Friday.

The discussions
centered on security
measures for the upcoming
Muharram. Saad Rafique
assured that the
government planned
comprehensive security

arrangements for Majalis,
processions, sabeel, niaz,
and azadari. He highlighted
a special security plan and
stated that police forces
were instructed to
implement fool-proof
security measures
throughout the province.
The minister also stressed
the importance of
proactive involvement of
peace committees to
maintain harmony.

The Shia Ulema
Council’s delegation,
including Qasim Ali Qasmi,
Sagheer Abbas Virk, and
Safdar Hussain Jafri,
acknowledged the
robustness of the security
plans.

KP Govt decides to streamline
development process in oil,

gas producing districts
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government has decided to
further improve the
production bonus
guidelines issued for the
better use of revenues in
the districts with oil and
gas production capacity
and to involve the district
administrations of the
respective districts in the
consultation process.

The working has been
started on forming
committees for the purpose
of using the income from
oil and gas reserves
discovered in Dera Ismail
Khan and North Waziristan
in the development process
in the respective districts
so that the population
related to the natural
resources of oil and gas can
be maximum benefited.

In this regard, in the
light of the instructions
issued by Chief Minister,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
Energy and Power
department organized a

one-day consultation
seminar at a local hotel here
Friday regarding the
improvement of the
guidelines of production
bonus funds in the districts
with oil and gas.

Tashfeen Haider,
Special Secretary Energy
and Power while
Additional Secretary Oil
and Gas Akhlaq Ahmed,
Deputy Secretaries Asif
Ali, Javed Afridi and the
representative of
companies working for the
production of oil and gas,
Mari Petroleum, Al Haj
Petroleum Companies,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Oil
and Gas Company and
district administration
were present on the
occasion. Speaking on this
occasion, Special Secretary
Tashfeen Haider said that
out of 42 percent of the
country’s crude oil
production, about 30
thousand barrels of oil per
day was being produced in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Respect to people in service
delivery carried paramount
importance: Mumtaz Gul

PESHAWAR (APP):
Service delivery is not just
about completing tasks;
it’s about providing value,
care, and respect to those
you serve. To excel in
public service delivery, a
combination of skills and
the right kind of attitude is
essential.

These views were
expressed by Lt General
(Rtd) Mumtaz Gul, HI (M)
& TBt on the eve of the
graduation ceremony of the
40th Mid-Career
Management Course
(MCMC) at the National
Institute of Management,
Peshawar, where he was
chief guest on the occasion.

He added that public
servants must possess
good interpersonal and
problem-solving skills,
empathy, and a people-
centric approach. Patience,
continuous learning,
resilience, and teamwork
are vital necessities of
professionalism that will
yield the desired dividends
in almost all
circumstances.

The right attitude is

the key factor for efficient
and effective public service
delivery. A good public
servant must have a
positive and friendly
attitude while dealing with
people.

While highlighting the
contributions of the
National Institute of
Management, Peshawar, he
said, “I have seen a sea
change and transformation
in the performance and
physical infrastructure of
the institution during the
past few years ever since
my long association with
it.”

He said that NIM
Peshawar and its dedicated
management, hard-working
faculty, and staff have been
serving a great national
cause by providing quality
training to our future
leaders.

He further said that
public servants have to
guard their integrity and
reputation through the
exhibition of the right kind
of attitude and a positive
approach to public service
delivery.

Punjab Police’s Youth
Engagement & Internship

Program continues

CM Murad
terms July 5
as Black Day

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah’while
terming July 5 as Black
Day, said that on July 5,
1977, the elected
government of Quaid e
Awam Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was overthrown.

In his message on July
05, he said that today iwas
the day to condemn
dictatorship and
strengthen democracy.

The CM said that
Pakistan People’s Party
defeated dictators through
democratic struggle.

He said that
ZulfikarAli Bhutto took
democratic revenge through
Parliament by transferring
power to the people.

Crackdown
against corrupt
officers ongoing

in Punjab
Food dept

LAHORE (APP): A
crackdown against corrupt
officers is ongoing as per
the direction of Punjab
Food Secretary Moazzam
Iqbal Sipra.According to
official sources here on
Friday, legal action has
been taken against two
more officers of the Punjab
Food department. One
year service of Principal
Assistant Deputy
Director Food Rawalpindi
(Stenographer) has been
confiscated while
promotion of Assistant
Food Controller
Rawalpindi has been
stopped for three years.

Both officers were
found facilitating in wheat
and flour smuggling
besides helping hoarders
and profiteers. Punjab
Food Secretary Moazzam
Iqbal Sipra said that zero
tolerance is being
implemented against black
sheep in the department.
He said that hindrances in
providing relief to common
man would be removed.

Two bodies
found from
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD (APP):
The bodies of two people
including a sexagenarian
man were found from
different areas in
Faisalabad during the past
12 hours. A police
spokesman said here on
Friday that some
passersby spotted the
body of a 60-year-old man
lying in the waiting area of
Allied Hospital-I.

KP Governor
condemns
Takhtbhai
explosion

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Faisal Karim
Kundi here Friday
condemned explosion near
Jalala bridge Takhtbhai in
Mardan district and
expressed sorrow over loss
of two lives in the blast.

The Governor
expressed sympathy with
the families of the bereaved
families.

He prayed for highest
place of the victims in
eternal peace and speedy
recovery of the injured.

The Governor said
that he equally shared the
grief and sorrow through
which the victims families
were passing through.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Public Health Engineering
Pakhtoon Yar Khan has
said that the development
projects approved under
the supervision of Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur will be
completed soon. During a
meeting with Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur at Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa House, he
said that the government

had taken a number of
development initiatives and
all development projects
would be completed to
provide the best facilities to
the people.Khan apprised
the Chief Minister of the
ongoing development
works and public issues in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
particularly in the Bannu
Division. The chief
minister appreciated his
performance and directed
the immediate resolution of
public issues.

LAHORE (APP): Under
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif’s public-
friendly police vision,
Punjab Police’s Youth
Engagement and Internship
Programme continues
uninterrupted in all
districts of the province.

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar has said that
the friends of police and
volunteers in police
programmes are gaining
popularity among the
youth for unique
opportunity for direct
communication with the
police.The IGP mentioned
that thousands of students

participated in both
programs across Lahore
and the 36 districts of the
province. Among those
who have completed the
internship, there are 13,000
male students and over
7,000 female students.

A Punjab police
spokesperson said that
students from 88
universities, 143 colleges,
and 43 schools
participated in the
community policing
programmes. Over 20,000
students were briefed and
trained about police work
through the friends of
police and volunteers in
police programmes.

Three dead
bodies found

near Karnal Sher
Interchange

PESHAWAR (APP): The
bodies of three
unidentified men were
found near Karnal Sher
Khan Interchange in
Nowshera district on
Friday.Police said three
dead bodies having bullet
marks were found near
Karnal Sher Khan
Interchange adding that the
deceased were killed
somewhere else and later
their bodies were thrown
away near the interchange.

Police said initial
investigation confirmed
that those killed belonged
to Mardan district adding
that the bodies have been
shifted to hospital for
medico legal procedure and
identification. The killing
of three people was most
probably a result of enmity,
police added.

03 killed, 3
injured as

tractor-trolley
overturns
in DIKhan

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): At least three
persons were killed while
other three sustained
injuries in an accident as a
tractor-trolley loaded with
wood got out of control in
Danasar area of  Darazinda,
Dera Ismail Khan District,
a Rescue 1122 spokesman
on Friday.

Aizaz Mehmood said
that a tractor trolley laden
with wood became out of
control due to high speed
in Danasar area .

931 Traffic Wardens
to regulate traffic
during Muharram

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Over 931 Traffic Wardens
under the supervision of
inspectors and DSPs would
perform duties on city
roads to control traffic
flow during Muharram.

According to a City
Traffic Officer (CTO),
Rawalpindi Tamoor Khan,
Traffic Police Officers, and
Wardens have also been
directed to take action
against vehicles having
tinted glasses, revolving
lights, unregistered
vehicles and motorcycles
and others moving without
improper and fake number
plates. In order to ensure
the security of the

mourning processions
during Muharram-ul-
Harram, the City Traffic
Police (CTP) Rawalpindi
has issued a comprehensive
traffic plan. According to
the plan, there would be a
complete ban on parking
any vehicle or pushcart on
the route of the
procession. Fork lifters
would move with
Muharram processions.

The CTO informed
that the wardens have been
directed to remove all kinds
of encroachments from the
procession routes besides
keeping a vigil on
suspected persons and
things.

CCPO Lahore stresses
better coordination in

police department
LAHORE (APP): Capital
City Police Officer Bilal
Siddique Kamyana chaired
a meeting at Police Lines,
Qila Gujjar Singh here on
Friday to review the key
performance indicators
(KPIs), introduced by the
CM Punjab to gauge the
performance of the Police
Department.

He emphasised the
importance of
transparency and zero
tolerance towards
corruption among police
officers, urging them to
keep their doors open for
public inquiries. He
reiterated the CM’s
directives to showcase

exemplary performance,
instructing supervisory
officers to conduct field
visits regularly to monitor
the implementation of
Special Investigation
Police Stations (SIPS)
protocols. The CCPO
Lahore stressed the need
for seamless coordination
among all wings of the
police department and
timely actions against
criminal gangs. He
emphasized conducting
search operations
rigorously to maintain
public order and instructed
stringent measures against
professional criminals in
remote areas.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance & Revenue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb in a meeting with the delegation of Pakistan Tax Bar Association.

RAWALPINDI: Activists of Pakistan Central Muslim League hold placards
during protest against inflation in Pakistan, at Tench Bhatta chowk.

LAHORE: A view of deserted a petrol pump during strike against the hike in
tax in the Provincial Capital, Thousands of petrol stations shut down across
Pakistan in protest against new taxes.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Senate Standing
Committee Finance and Revenue Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla presenting a shield to Ambassador of
Azerbaijan to Pakistan Khazar Farhadov, during
8th annual Mango Festival at a local mall in the
Federal Capital.

LAHORE: Tailors busy in stitching rain coats at
their workplace during monsoon rainy session in
the Provincial Capital.

QUETTA: A delegation of Quetta Chamber of Commerce led by Senator Bilal Khan Mandokhail meeting
with Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti and
Provincial Ministers are also present.

Predatory IPPs contracts
should be declared null
& void: Saquib Fayyaz

Aleem for promoting mutual
trade, communication links with
South & Central Asian countries
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Privatization and Board
of Investment Abdul
Aleem Khan Friday said
that South and Central
Asian countries must
promote mutual trade
and communication
links by developing all
three means of air, rail
and road connectivity
and transportation.

Prompt and quick
actions were needed in
that regard for
promoting the mutual
trade and

communication across
the region, the minister
said while talking to
Ambassador of
Kazakhstan Yerzhan
Kistafin, who called on
him, according to a press
release.

He said,”Pakistan
wants to promote
bilateral trade and
business activities with
all the Central Asian
states and in this context
special incentives are
being offered for
investment.”

The minister
apprised the

ambassador regarding
his visit of Tajikistan in
the last week of May.

The Kazakh
ambassador invited the
minister to participate in
the Trade and Logistics
Forum, whould be held
in Aktau, Kazakhstan,
on July 19-20. Twelve
major countries of
Central and South Asia
are participating in the
forum.

He also handed
over this invitation on
behalf of Kazakh
Minister for Transport
Marat Krabov and

expressed his gratitude
for offering by the
Government of Pakistan
to promote bilateral trade
relations.

The ambassador
said his country was
keenly interested in
investing in Pakistan
and practical progress
would be made soon in
that regard.

He emphasized that
road connectivity and
communications were
very much necessary to
increase the bilateral
links between the two
countries.

Electricity system in Pakistan
is rusty: Awais Laghari

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Energy Awais Ahmad
Khan Laghari on Friday
told the Upper House that
entire  electricity system in
Pakistan was rusty which
needs complete
overhauling.

Responding to calling
attention notice of Senator
Falak Naz about excessive
and un-announced load
shedding of electricity in
Upper and Lower Chitral
causing problems for the
residents of these areas,
the minister said that the
complete system would
restore in two weeks time.

He said Golan Gol
Hydro power project
produces 108 megawatt
electricity but due to some
technical issue it stopped
power generation.

The other option to
restore electricity was to
provide electricity from
national grid through
PESCO but the line
constructed and managed
by WAPDA was also
faulted which caused
problem however the
teams are working on war
footings for complete
restoration of electricity in
Chitral, he said.

He also apologized

over the in-efficiency of
employees and said that
unless the entire system
would not be overhauled,
there would be no change
in the system.

Our actions are
yielding good results and
we are working on war
footings to provide
electricity to the people of
Chitral, the minster said.
Chairman Senate Seyd
Yousaf Raza Gillani also
assured the Senator that the
issue would be taken up
when the Ministry will
come to brief the
Committee of the whole of
Senate on power crises.

A digital corridor
helping Pakistani

young entrepreneurs
BEIJING (APP): Chinese
e-commerce companies are
helping Pakistani young
entrepreneurs to expand
their businesses across the
country.

“Our platform could
be said to be the Pakistani
version of Pinduoduo. As
an e-commerce platform
targeting price-sensitive
users, groceries and daily
necessities are within our
scope,” Fahad Raja, co-
founder of Pakistani e-
commerce platform Deal
Kart, introduced himself at
the EuroAsia Pakistan
Digital Economy Forum
held in Beijing.

“As a global giant,
Pinduoduo has not yet
started operations in
Pakistan. But that’s not a
problem, we are building a
Pinduoduo for ourselves.”
Raja said that Chinese
companies, especially e-
commerce companies, are

closely related to his career,
CEN reported.

“In terms of
payment, logistics,
technology and the like,
Chinese companies have
attracted global attention,
making great achievements.
For us from emerging
markets, there are too
many experiences and even
too little time to learn, thus
more connections are in

 urgent need.”
Another young

entrepreneur, Shahada
Salam, mentioned that
CPEC ensures the
transportation efficiency
of Pakistan’s supply chain.

“In my country, most
of the hardware comes
from China, such as
biometric equipment
needed to solve security
issues, thus this corridor is
very helpful for the timely
supply of hardware and
technology products.”

Swedish envoy praises thriving
business environment for

Swedish companies in Pak

Govt. allocates over
Rs. 18 bln for two

IT parks

Independent Report
KARACHI: Mr. Saquib
Fayyaz Magoon, Acting
President FPCCI, has said
that federal government
should cancel all
agreements with
Independent Power
Producers (IPPs); and,
procure electricity for the
national grid from cheaper
and cost-effective sources
– without any strings vis-
à-vis capacity charges.

Mr. Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon, Acting President
FPCCI, informed that
exorbitant and unbearable
electricity tariffs have led
to widespread industrial
closures and massive job
losses. There is an installed
generation capacity of over
40,000 MW; while peak
demand and transmission
capacity is merely 25,000
MW – resulting in a
significant excess and
utilized generation
capacity, he added.

Acting FPCCI Chief
apprised that PKR. 2
trillion capacity payments
to 40 companies are
paralyzing the national
economy; and, IPPs
continue to receive
payments in the name of
capacity charges even in
the instances when there is
no electricity is generated

or supplied. Capacity
charges constitute two-
thirds of the total cost of
electricity; while fuel costs
comprise of only one-
third.

Mr. Magoon
maintained that studies
reveal that IPPs have been
enjoying returns exceeding
73 percent in dollar terms;
which is unusually high
and predatory when
compared to international
standards and practices.
Pakistan’s energy sector
has been trapped in
problematic contractual
arrangements in perpetuity
with IPPs since the 1994
Power Policy. These
contracts have led to
escalating circular debt to
PKR. 2.64 trillion in
February 2024, he added.

Mr. Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon elaborated that
guarantees indexed to the
US dollar mean any
depreciation of the
Pakistani rupee increases
returns for IPPs – adding
debilitating financial
burden on the government
and the public alike. Initial
return on equity for IPPs
was set at 18 percent and
later reduced to 12 percent
in the 2002 Power Policy;
but, still high as compared
to the global norms.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The government has
allocated over Rs. 18.718
billion for the
establishment of the
Technology Park
Development Project
(TDP) in Islamabad and an
IT Park in Karachi in the
Public Sector Development
Programme (PSDP) for the
financial year 2024-25.

The Technology Park
in Islamabad is expected to
serve as a state-of-the-art
facility that fosters
collaboration, innovation,
and product development.

It will act as an
interface to bring cohesion
among academia, research,
industry, and planners
from both within Pakistan
and abroad. The park will
play a significant role in
knowledge and resource
management, focusing
mainly on the

commercialization of
knowledge through
managing innovations,
providing business
support services,
p r o m o t i n g
entrepreneurship, and
offering consultancy
services. Additionally, it
will provide much-needed
IT-enabled office space and
facilities to IT companies
registered with the
Pakistan Software Export
Board (PSEB).The IT Park
in Karachi is set to act as a
catalyst for creating job
and business
opportunities, especially
for the youth.

According to the
PSDP, the government has
also allocated a total of Rs.
28,929 million for the
financial year for ongoing
and new schemes of the
Information Technology
and Telecom Division.

Twin cities to benefit
from SNGPL’s gas pressure

improvement initiatives
ISLAMABAD (APP): Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) has
undertaken significant
projects aimed at
improving gas pressure in
Rawalpindi and the Federal
Capital, especially during
the winter season.

In Islamabad, SNGPL
has commissioned a new
24-inch diameter gas
pipeline along Srinagar
Highway to enhance gas
pressure.

Shahid Akram, the

spokesman for SNGPL,
shared that the new
pipeline spans 11
kilometers and was
completed within six
months. This project is one
of the largest capacity-
building initiatives
executed by the gas
distribution company in
Islamabad.

He expressed
optimism that this pipeline
would resolve the low gas
pressure issues faced by
residents of Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Sweden to
Pakistan, Henrik Parson
admired the flourishing
business environment for
Swedish companies in
Pakistan.

In a significant
diplomatic meeting, the
Swedish envoy
commended the robust
cooperation and support
extended to Swedish
companies operating in
Pakistan, said a press
release issued here Friday.

During his call on
Federal Minister for
Commerce, Jam Kamal
Khan, Ambassador Parson
highlighted the positive
experiences of Swedish
businesses in the country,
noting their impressive
growth and profitability.

“I have personally
met with all Swedish
companies currently active

in Pakistan to gather their
insights,” Ambassador
Parson stated.
“Remarkably, none of them
had anything negative to
say. On the contrary, they
all reported significant
growth and profitability.
This is a testament to the
conducive business
environment in Pakistan.”

The Ambassador
emphasized the enormous
potential within Pakistan,
particularly in the fields of
Information Technology
(IT), engineering, and
education. He underscored
the opportunities for
enhancing bilateral trade
between Sweden and
Pakistan. “Pakistan has
the capacity to become a
hub of international trade
for the entire world,” he
remarked. “The country
offers a fertile ground for
expanding trade.

DealCart raises $3.0 mln
to empower Pakistan’s

digitally savvy consumers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
DealCart, a social e-
commerce startup focused
on transforming the way
Pakistani consumers
access essential goods, has
successfully raised $3
million Seed in a funding
round led by Shorooq
Partners and Sturgeon
Capital.

The round also saw
participation from 500
Global, Evolution VC,
Rayn Capital, and Khyber
Venture Partners.

This capital infusion
will support DealCart’s
mission to expand its reach
and provide affordable
essential goods to low- and
middle-income consumers
across Pakistan, said a
news release of the
company.

DealCart aimed to
ease the financial burden
and offer low-cost goods
by sourcing products
directly from
manufacturers and
collaborating with locally
manufactured brands.

DealCart targets
consumers who spend
about 50 to 60 percent of
their income on groceries
and essentials, enabling

them to save more and
invest in a better future.

The company also
targets a digitally
sophisticated younger
population that prefers
online retail spaces.

“This investment
from Shorooq Partners is a
testament to the potential
of DealCart to
revolutionize the way
Pakistani consumers shop
for essentials,” said Haider
Raza and Ammar Naveed,
founders of DealCart.

“Our goal is to make
everyday necessities more
affordable and accessible,
and this funding will help
us get closer to that
vision.”

Despite rapid e-
commerce growth in
neighboring India,
Pakistan’s e-commerce
sector has lagged. To boost
digital transactions and
stimulate e-commerce, the
State Bank of Pakistan
introduced RAAST, an
online instant payment
platform.

This initiative
positions DealCart to
address market gaps and
kickstart the e-commerce
sector.

SBP injects
Rs1,327b

into market
KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) injected Rs1,327.1
billion in the market on
Friday through reverse
repo purchase and Shariah
Compliant Mudarabah
based Open Market
Operation (OMO).

According to OMO
results issued here, the SBP
conducted Open Market
Operation, Reverse Repo
Purchase (Injection) on
July 05, 2024 for 7-day and
28-day tenors and accepted
14 bids amounting to
Rs1,286.1 billion.

The central bank
received 7 bids for 7-day
tenor accumulatively
offering an amount of
Rs1,051 billion at the rate
of return ranging between
20.56 to 20.58 percent. For
the 28-day tenor 9 bids
amounting to Rs286.1
billion were offered at the
rate of return ranging
between 20.55% to
20.60%.

The SBP accepted 6
quotes for 7-day tenor
amounting to Rs1,001
billion at 20.57% rate of
return and 8 quotes for 28-
tenor amounting to
Rs285.1 billion at 20.56 %
annual rate of return.

PSX loses
70 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) shed 70.01 points
on Friday showing a slight
negative change of 0.09
percent, closing at
80,212.79 points against
80,282.80 points on the
last working day.

A total of
448,981,017 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 496,782,184
shares the previous day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 18.995 billion
against Rs 19.328 billion on
the last trading day.

Around 432
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market,
152 of them recorded gains
and 229 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
51 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were Bank of
Punjab with 34,409,587
shares at Rs 5.70 per share,
National BankXD with
28,497,851 shares at Rs
46.91 per share and PIA
Holding Company with
25,106,233 shares at

Pak rupee
gains 12 paisa
against $US in

interbank
trading

ISLAMABAD (INP): In
interbank trading on
Friday, the Pakistan rupee
gained by 12 paisa against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs278.49 and closed at
Rs 278.37.

However, as per
Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
was recorded as Rs 277.75
and Rs 280.50
respectively. The price of
the Euro increased by 60
paisa to close at Rs 301.43
against the last day’s
closing of Rs 300.83,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The
Japanese yen went up by
01 paisa and closed at Rs
1.73, whereas an increase
of 52 paisa was witnessed
in the exchange rate.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Six
ships, X-Press Altair, San
Francisco Bridge, MSC
Positano, Bitumen Kosei,
FSM and Achilleas-S
scheduled to load/offload
Container, Bitumen, LPG
and Mogas, berthed at
Container Terminal, Multi-
Purpose Terminal, Engro
Terminal and Oil Terminal
respectively on Thursday.

Meanwhile two more
ships, IVS Kestrel carrying
Steel coil and Palm oil also
arrived at outer-anchorage
of the Port Qasim on same
day.

A total of thirteen
ships were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them four
ships, San Francisco
Bridge, X-Press Altair, W-
Kyrenia and Marangas
Asclepius left the port
today morning while four
more ships, Mulberry
Express, CMB Jordaens,
Hafnia Turquoise and
FSM are expected to sail
on Friday. Cargo volume of
197,739 tonnes,
comprising 147,201 tonnes
of imports cargo and
50,538 tonnes export cargo
carried in 6,016 Containers
(3,438 TEUs Imports and
2,578 TEUs export) was
handled at the port during
the last 24 hours.

Reservations about federal
budget to be highlighted
before approval: FCCI

FAISALABAD (INP):
President Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (FCCI), Dr
Khurram Tariq has said that
the reservations about
different clauses of federal
budget including SRO-350
will be highlighted before
the approval of budget
2024-25 so that efforts
could be made well in time
to settle the issues through
Anomaly Committee.

This was stated by
him on Friday while
addressing the FCCI
Standing Committee on
Liaison with FBR in which
briefing was given about
recent amendments enacted
about the sales tax.

Dr Khurram Tariq
said that a meeting of
FPCCI was scheduled to
be held within the next
couple of days and he
would try to present these
issues in it.

Earlier Convener SC
Chaudhary Talat
Mehmood said that SRO-
350 was issued in March
before the presentation of
federal budget. He said that
now problems have started
surfacing after its practical
implementation which has
perturbed the entire
business community.

He further said that
the basic objective of this
SRO was to check the
problem of fake invoices.
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Newly elected UK PM
Keir Starmer says Britain
must rediscover its identity

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Newly elected
UK Prime Minister Keir
Starmer on Friday said Brit-
ain needed to rediscover its
identity and undergo a
wider reset, in his first
words outside his new of-
fice at 10 Downing Street,
promising to fight to re-
store trust in politics and
serve all voters.

Greeted in Downing
Street by a large crowd of
cheering aides and support-
ers after formally accepting
King Charles’s invitation to
become prime minister,
Starmer’s first address
made the case for moderate
politics to repair voters’
broken trust.

“It is surely clear to
everyone that our country
needs a bigger reset, a re-
discovery of who we are,
because no matter how
fierce the storms of history,
one of the greatest strengths
of this nation has always
been our ability to navigate
a way to calmer waters,” he

said. “This depends upon
politicians, particularly
those who stand for stabil-
ity and moderation, as I
do.” He added: “My gov-
ernment will fight every day
until you believe again.
From now on, you have a
government unburdened by
doctrine, guided only by
the determination to serve
your interest. To defy those
quietly those who have
written our country off.

“You have given us a
clear mandate, And we will
use it to deliver change.”

King Charles III ear-
lier officially appointed
Starmer as prime minister
during an audience at
Buckingham Palace.

A photograph released
by the palace showed the
monarch shaking hands
with Starmer, whose party
won a landslide election vic-
tory. The king earlier ac-
cepted the resignation of
Conservative leader Rishi
Sunak.

“The king received in

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks, at Number 10 Downing Street,
following the results of the election, in London, Britain.

Quetta

Audience The Right
Honourable Sir Keir
Starmer MP today and re-
quested him to form a new
administration,” a palace
statement read.

“Sir Keir accepted his
majesty’s offer and kissed
hands upon his appoint-
ment as prime minister and
first lord of the Treasury.”

Starmer vowed to
bring change to Britain as
its next prime minister af-
ter his Labour Party surged
to a comprehensive win in
a parliamentary election,
ending 14 years of often
tumultuous Conservative
government.

The cent re-left
Labour was set to win a
massive majority in the
650-seat parliament with
Sunak’s Conservatives
poised to  suffer  the
worst performance in the
party’s long history as
voters punished them for
a cost of living crisis, fail-
ing public services, and a
series of scandals.

Hezbollah rains 200
rockets on Israeli

military sites

Rishi Sunak resigns
after historic loss in

UK elections

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s
Hezbollah launched a big
rocket and drone attack at
Israel on Thursday and
threatened to hit new tar-
gets in retaliation for the
killing of a top commander,
in the latest surge of vio-
lence in the steadily wors-
ening conflict across the
border.

Sparked by the Gaza
war, the conflict between
Iran-backed Hezbollah and
Israel has been gradually
intensifying for months,
raising fears of a full-scale
war, which both sides have
indicated they want to
avoid and diplomats are
working to prevent.

As the latest violence
played out in areas at or near
the frontier — in keeping
with the pattern of the last
nine months — the sound
of sonic booms rattled
nerves for the second suc-
cessive day in Beirut and
other parts of Lebanon.

Israeli jets broke the
sound barrier over several

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak de-
parted from Buckingham
Palace following his resig-
nation as prime minister
Friday morning, after the
Conservative Party suf-
fered staggering losses in
the general election.

He left 10 Downing
Street after giving his final
speech as prime minister,
hours suffering a landslide
defeat by the left-of-center
Labour Party, which will
form a government for the
first time in 14 years.

Rishi Sunak said he
would step aside as Con-
servative leader once ar-
rangements were made to
select his successor, as the

party sought to rebuild.
Earlier, British Prime

Minister Rishi Sunak con-
ceded defeat in the national
election, saying the oppo-
sition Labour Party had
won.

“The Labour Party has
won this general election
and I have called Sir Keir
Starmer to congratulate him
on his victory,” Sunak said
after winning his parliamen-
tary seat in northern En-
gland.

“Today, power will
change hands in a peaceful
and orderly manner, with
goodwill on all sides. That
is something that should
give us all confidence in our
country’s stability and fu-
ture.”

areas of the country,
Lebanon’s National News
Agency reported.

Hezbollah said it
launched more than 200
rockets and a swarm of
drones at 10 Israeli military
sites in retaliation for
Israel’s killing of Hezbollah
commander Mohammed
Nasser in the south on
Wednesday. Nasser is one
of the most senior
Hezbollah commanders to
be killed by Israel during the
conflict.

The Israeli military
said around “200 projec-
tiles and over 20 suspi-
cious aerial targets were
identified crossing from
Lebanon into Israeli ter-
ritory”, a number of which
were intercepted by Is-
rael i air defences and
fighter jets.

Senior Hezbollah of-
ficial Hashem Safieddine,
speaking at an event in
Beirut commemorating
Nasser,  indicated his
group would widen its
targeting.

Hong Kong court hears
mitigation pleas from

Joshua Wong, other democrats
Monitoring Desk

HONG KONG: Prominent
Hong Kong activist Joshua
Wong should be considered
an active participant in a
landmark subversion case
involving 47 democrats, his
lawyer said on Friday, but
urged a court to hand him a
lighter sentence for enter-
ing his plea early.

Wong, 27, who wore a
gray sweater and navy blue
shirt in court, was one of
dozens of democratic activ-
ists arrested in 2021 for
participating in an unoffi-
cial poll to select candidates
for a 2020 legislative coun-
cil election.

Of these, 47 were
charged with “conspiracy
to commit subversion” un-
der a national security law
imposed by Beijing.

Wong’s lawyer,
Marco Li, told the court
that while his client should
be considered an active par-
ticipant in the conspiracy,
he had no involvement in
organising or assisting in the
primary election.

In view of Wong’s
early plea of guilty, Li urged
a reduction of a third in his
sentence, which could range

from three years to 10 for
active participants in the
conspiracy, but life for
those judged to be “princi-
pal offenders”.

“He very much hopes
that after all these offenses,
he could part with his past
history and be able to re-
form himself after this par-
ticular offense,” Li added.

Seated in a corner of
the dock, Wong was sepa-
rated from the other defen-
dants by three prison
guards. Before the hearing
began, he had nodded and
waved to friends and sup-
porters.

The marathon case has
prompted criticism from
countries such as Australia,
Britain, and the United
States, which say national
security laws have been
used to curb freedoms guar-
anteed when Britain handed
the Asian financial hub
back to China in 1997. The
governments of China and
Hong Kong say the law is
necessary and has brought
stability, however. The miti-
gation hearings began a
month after 14 activists
were found guilty, with two
acquittals, in May.

Post-communist generation
is hoping for a new era of
democracy in Mongolia
Monitoring Desk

U L A A N B A A T A R :
Tsenguun Saruulsaikhan, a
young and newly minted
member of Mongolia’s par-
liament, is unhappy with
below-cost electricity rates
that she says show her
country has yet to fully
shake off its socialist past.

Most of Mongolia’s
power plants date from the
Soviet era and outages are
common in some areas.
Heavy smog envelops the
capital Ulaanbaata r in the
winter because many
people still burn coal to heat
their homes.

“It’s stuck in how it
was like 40, 50 years ago,”
said Tsenguun, part of a ris-
ing generation of leaders
who are puzzling out their
country’s future after three
decades of democracy.
“And that’s the reason why
we need to change it.”

Democracy in
Mongolia is in a transition
phase, said Tsenguun, who
at 27 is the youngest mem-
ber of a new parliament
sworn in this week. “We are
trying to figure out what
democracy actually
means,” she said in a recent
interview. Discontented

voters deliver a ruling party
setback

‘Mongolia became a
democracy in the early
1990s after six decades of
one-party communist rule.
Many Mongolians wel-
comed the end of repres-
sion and resulting freedoms
but have since soured on the
parliament and established
political parties. Lawmak-
ers are widely seen as en-
riching themselves and their
big business supporters
from the nation’s mineral
wealth rather than using it
to develop a country where
poverty is widespread.

She articulates a vision
for Mongolia that dovetails
with small government Re-
publicans in the United
States. In her view, too
many people think the gov-
ernment will take care of
them, and the large budget
just feeds corruption. Gov-
ernment should be as invis-
ible as possible, she said,
and give people the free-
dom and responsibility to
build their own lives.

“I don’t think that
(the) free market has devel-
oped yet because the
people are not used to this
mentality,” she said.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor
Orban attend a meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia.

Iranians vote in run-off
presidential race amid

widespread apathy

Hezbollah, Hamas discuss
latest developments in

Gaza ceasefire talks

Saudi Arabia
approves granting

citizenship to
global experts

under Vision 2030
Monitoring Desk

RIYAD: Saudi Arabia has
approved granting Saudi
citizenship to scientists,
doctors, researchers, entre-
preneurs, and other indi-
viduals with rare skills, ex-
perience, and specializa-
tions.

According to a royal
decree, the kingdom has of-
fered citizenship to talented
individuals in medical, sci-
entific, cultural, sports, and
technical fields to achieve
its goals. The initiative is
part of Saudi Arabia’s Vi-
sion 2030 programme to
create an attractive environ-
ment for investing in human
capital and attracting skilled
labour.

Ukraine receives
third Patriot air
defence system
from Germany

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Ukraine said on Fri-
day it had taken receipt of
its third German-supplied
Patriot air defence system
following months of pleas
for equipment to protect its
civilians and infrastructure
from Russian air strikes.

Moscow renewed its
aerial assaults on Ukraine’s
national power grid in the
spring, causing sweeping
blackouts. President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
earlier this year his coun-
try needed at least seven
additional Patriot systems
to protect itself.

The Ukrainian de-
fence ministry said on X the
system had already been
delivered and thanked Ger-
many for “unwavering sup-
port”.

“It will help improve
the protection of civilians
and infrastructure. The
Ukrainian crew has com-
pleted appropriate training
in Germany,” German Am-
bassador to Ukraine Mar-
tin Jaeger said on X.

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Polls opened in
Iran on Friday for a run-off
presidential election that
will test the clerical rulers’
popularity amid voter apa-
thy at a time of regional
tensions and a standoff
with the West over Tehran’s
nuclear programme.

State TV said polling
stations opened their doors
to voters at 8am local time
(0430 GMT). Polling will
end at 6 pm (1430 GMT),
but are usually extended
until as late as midnight.
The final result will be an-
nounced on Saturday, al-
though initial figures may
come out sooner.

The run-off follows a
June 28 ballot with historic
low turnout, when over 60
per cent of Iranian voters
abstained from the snap
election for a successor to

Ebrahim Raisi, following his
death in a helicopter crash.
The low participation is
seen by critics as a vote of
no confidence in the Islamic
Republic.

The vote is a tight race
between low-key lawmaker
Masoud Pezeshkian, the
sole moderate in the origi-
nal field of four candidates,
and hardline former nuclear
negotiator Saeed Jalili.

While the poll will
have little impact on the
Islamic Republic’s policies,
the president will be
closely involved in select-
ing the successor to Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s
85-year-old supreme leader
who calls all the shots on
top state matters.

“I have heard that
people’s zeal and interest
is higher than in the first
round.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT:  Lebano n’s
Hezb ol lah  lead er
Sayyed  Hassan
Nasral lah  an d  to p
Hamas official Khalil Al-
Hayya discussed the lat-
est developments in the
Gaza Strip and negotia-
tions aimed at reaching a
ceasefire there during a
meeting, Hezbollah said
on Friday.

Nasrallah received
Hamas  d ep uty ch ie f
Hayya for the meeting,
which reviewed “the lat-
est security and politi-
cal developments” in the
Gaza St r ip ,  the  I ran-
backed Hezbollah said in
a statement.

“Th ey a l so  d is -
cussed the latest devel-
opments in the ongoing
negotiations these days,
their atmosphere,  and
the proposals presented

to reach an end to the
treacherous aggression
against the Palestinian
p eo ple  in  t he  Gaza
Str ip ,”  the  s ta tement
said.

A senior US admin-
istration official said on
Thursday that  Hamas
had made a pretty sig-
nificant adjustment in its
position over a potential
h os tage  r e l ease  d e a l
with Israel, expressing
hope that it would lead
to a pact that would be
a step to a permanent
ceasefire.

Hezbollah and Is-
rael have been trading
fire since October across
th e  Lebanese -I sr ae l i
border in a conflict that
has run in parallel to the
Gaza war, raising fears
of a bigger conflict be-
tween the heavily armed
adversaries.

A motorist passes by a traffic signal toppled by heavy winds and rain, caused
by Hurricane Beryl, a Category 2 storm, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico.

Putin tells Orban he is
ready to discuss ‘nuances’

of Ukraine conflict

Hurricane Beryl
makes landfall in

Mexican coast

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin told
Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orban on Friday that
he was ready to discuss the
“nuances” of peace pro-
posals to end the conflict
in Ukraine.

Putin, who received
Orban in the Kremlin, said
he was ready to hear the
Hungarian leader’s position
on Ukraine and to get a read-
out from Orban on the
views of other European
partners.

“I hope we will have
an opportunity to exchange
views on building bilateral
relations in this difficult
situation and, of course, to
talk about the prospects for
the development of the big-
gest European crisis, I mean
in the Ukrainian direction,”
Putin told Orban.

Putin,  who noted
that Hungary currently
held the European Union’s
rotating presidency, made
the comments ahead of
Kremlin talks between the
two leaders.

Monitoring Desk
CANCUN: Hurricane
Beryl, a Category 2 storm,
made landfall in Mexico’s
top tourist destinations
early on Friday, triggering a
red alert in the region fol-
lowing its deadly trail of
destruction across several
Caribbean islands.

The storm, expected
to bring with it a dangerous
surge and potentially dam-
aging waves, is packing
winds of up to 110 mph
(175 kph) the U.S. National
Hurricane Center (NHC)
said, as it entered the north-
east of Tulum in the
Yucatan Peninsula.

Hurricane Beryl, the
first of the 2024 Atlantic
season, was at one point a
Category 5 storm, making

it the earliest Category 5
storm on record. This ex-
traordinary storm season
is believed by scientists to
be fueled by climate
change.

Beryl is about 5 miles
(10 km) east of Tulum, a
popular Mexican resort.

Hurricane conditions
are affecting the Yucatan
Peninsula, and a hurricane
warning has been issued for
the coast from Puerto
Costa Maya to Cancun, in-
cluding Cozumel.

Mexico’s civil protec-
tion agency has issued a red
alert, signalling a maximum
hazard threat.

The agency has ad-
vised residents to remain in
their homes or seek refuge
in storm shelters.

Iranian voters participate in the run-off presidential election between Masoud
Pezeshkian and Saeed Jalili,at the Iranian embassy, in Baghdad.

Struggling Biden faces big
test with ABC interview,

vows to fight on
against Republican candi-
date Donald Trump in the
November 5 election.

While Biden insists he
is staying in the race and that
his health is not faltering, he
is under enormous pressure
to step aside and open a path
for 59-year-old Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris.

Some donors are mak-
ing their displeasure known
loudly, halting funding or
looking at possible Demo-
cratic alternatives. Even
some of Biden’s closest
political allies, like former
speaker Nancy Pelosi, have
raised questions about his
health.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US
President Joe Biden, scram-
bling to defuse a political
crisis over his shaky debate
performance, will partici-
pate in a television inter-
view on Friday that will be
closely watched for signs of
whether his mental acuity
is failing.

Biden will travel to
Madison, Wisconsin, to
rally Democratic voters.
During the trip he will be
interviewed by ABC News,
part of a flurry of events
over the next week aimed
at showing Americans he
still has the stamina to run

Two killed in
Ukrainian strike

on Donetsk region,
Russian-backed

official says
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Two people
were killed by Ukrainian
army shelling of the Rus-
sian-controlled town of
Volnovakha in Donetsk,
eastern Ukraine, Denis
Pushilin, the Russian-in-
stalled regional head, said on
Friday. An additional fifteen
people, including a teenage
girl and two employees of
Russia’s Emergencies Min-
istry, were wounded,
Pushilin said. He said US-
supplied HIMARS rockets
and drones had been used in
the attack, which damaged
seven residential buildings in
multiple settlements.

Six arrested
over India
stampede
disaster

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian po-
lice said on Thursday they
had arrested six people
over a stampede at a Hindu
religious event in the north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh
this week in which 121
people were killed.

The incident occurred
on Tuesday in the village
of Phulrai Mughal Garhi in
Hathras district where
about 250,000 people had
gathered to listen to
preacher Suraj Pal Singh,
also known as “Bhole
Baba”. Organisers of the
event had obtained permis-
sion for a gathering of only
80,000 people.

India, China agree to
work on border issues

Six Chinese
nationals killed
in DR Congo

attack
Monitoring Desk

BENI: Militia fighters at-
tacked a Chinese-linked
mining site in northeastern
Democratic Republic of
Congo on Wednesday, kill-
ing six Chinese nationals
and at least two Congolese
soldiers, local officials said.

China condemned the
attack, which took place in
Djugu territory, in the gold-
rich Ituri province.

Djugu administrator
Ruphin Mapela said it was
carried out by the
CODECO (Cooperative
for the Development of the
Congo) militia.

British teacher
jailed for
‘abusing’

schoolboys
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: A British
teacher who had sex with
two teenage students and
had a baby with one of them
was sentenced on Thurs-
day to six and a half years
in jail.

Rebecca Joynes, 30,
was on police bail for sexual
activity with one victim,
identified as Boy A, when
she began having sex with
the second, Boy B, by
whom she became pregnant.

Sentencing Joynes, a
judge said she had been a
“high achiever” who had
thrown her career away and
had her baby taken away
from her through her own
actions.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian For-
eign Minister
S u b r a h - m a n y a m
Jaish-an-kar met his Chi-
nese counterpart Wang Yi
on Thursday in Kazakhstan
where the two agreed to
step up talks to resolve is-
sues along their border, New
Delhi said in a statement.

India and China share
a long Himalayan border,
much of it poorly demar-
cated, and bilateral ties have
been sour since a military
standoff in July 2020 when
at least 20 Indian soldiers
and four Chinese troops
were killed.

India said Jaishankar
met Wang on the sidelines

of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organi-sa-t-ion summit
in Astana where they
agreed that “prolongation
of the current situation in
the border areas is not in
the interest of either side”.

The two agreed to en-
hance meetings betw-een
their diplomatic and mili-
tary officials “to resolve the
remaining issues at the ear-
liest,” the Indian foreign
ministry said in a state-
ment. China and India
should properly handle
their differences and ensure
relations advance on a
stable track, a Chinese for-
eign ministry statement
quoted Wang as saying dur-
ing the talks.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review
meeting on Digitization and Reforms of FBR.

QUETTA: Relatives of Diljan Baloch along with
Mama Qadeer, Vice Chairman of Voice for Baloch
Missing Persons (VBMP) addressing a press con-
ference, at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Female MPAs of Balochistan Assembly photographed with Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari after a meeting.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan being briefed about Balochistan Assessment and Examination
Commission

QUETTA: MNA Ejaz Ahmed Jhakrani meeting with
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

QUETTA: Commandant ATF Training School Col
(retd) Asad Farooq presenting a souvenir to AIG
Police Welfare Faryal Fareed during concluding
ceremony of passing out parade of 16th batch at
ATF school

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Asim Kurd
Gailo meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

Digitisation of taxation system,
Govt priority to prevent
evasion of billions: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, calling the
digitisation of taxation sys-
tem government’s priority
to prevent tax evasion
worth billions of rupees, on
Friday directed the authori-
ties concerned to immedi-
ately create a dashboard to
monitor the ongoing
digitisation and implemen-
tation of the reforms.

The prime minister,
chairing a meeting to review
the reforms process of the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), instructed to bring
the taxable non-filers into
the tax net and revoke the
discretionary powers of the
customs appraisers, and
sought an implementation
report from FBR chairman
within 24 hours.

During the briefing on
FBR’s digitisation, the
meeting was informed that
during the FBR digitisation,
4.5 million taxable individu-
als have been identified who
were not part of the tax net.

It was told that con-
sequent to the government’s
measures, over 300,000
more individuals have filed
their tax returns within few
week.

Besides, the refunds
of 4,000 companies have
been stopped during last
two weeks, following the
detection of under-invoic-
ing and forged sales tax re-
funds.

The prime minister
said that the tax evaders as
well as the officers and staff-
ers facilitating them would
be brought to book and
vowed not to spare those
plundering the public kitty.
Besides, the taxpayers ful-
filling their responsibility
timely would be acknowl-
edged too, he added.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz said that state-of-
the-art scanners would be
installed at the seaports to
ensure transparency and
prevent corruption in the
system. He also sought a
comprehensive report on

the magnitude of tax eva-
sion and the measures for
its prevention.

He vowed to intro-
duce a taxation system of
international standard in the
country and called for en-
gaging well reputed profes-
sionals and experts for for-
mulation of tax policy.

The prime minister
sought a comprehensive
strategy on FBR’s
digitisation and reforms and
the set targets in the next
meeting.

Federal ministers
Muhammad Aurangzeb and
Ahad Khan Cheema, Min-
ister of State Ali Pervaiz
Malik, PM’s Coordinator
Rana Ehsan Afzal, FBR
Chairman, CEO of Paki-
stan Business Council
Ehsan Malik, CEO of
Karandaz Waqasul Hassan
and relevant senior officer
attended the meeting. Dr
Shamshad Akhtar, Naveed
Andrabi, Asif Pir and Ali
Malik joined the meeting
via video link.

Delegations of Lawyers Forum & traders meet Bilawal:

Chairman PPP directs CM to
solve issues of Balochistan
lawyers, traders on priority

Directs to establish mechanism for direct solu-
tion to labourers’ problems

Attaullah Tarar says:
Newspapers received

advertisements of Rs 9 bln as
compared to news channels

PPP Women Wing
delegation meets

Chairman Bilawal

Passing out parade of 183 cops at ATF school:

ATF personnels have wholehearted
capability to counter terrorism,

says Assistant IG Police
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Assistant
Inspector General of Police,
Ms. Faryal Fareed has
stated that the personnels
of Anti-Terrorist Force
(ATF) have wholehearted
capability to counter terror-
ism and eliminate terrorists.

The Assistant IGP
was addressing the passing
out parade of the Police
personnels at the ATF train-
ing school here on Friday
morning. In all 183 person-
nels passed out after
completion of 16th basic
course.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Assistant IGP
congratulated the jawans on
completion of the basic

course at the ATF training
school.

She said that it is no
less than a challenge to main-
tain law and order situation
in view of the specific geo-
graphic circumstances and
significance.

She said that police
have rendered great sacri-
fices for elimination of ter-
rorism and incidents of kid-
napping for ransom in the
province.

She exhorted the per-
sonnels to work hard round
the clock for progress in
their professional careers.

She also urged them to
take well care of the self-
respect of the people be-
sides honouring the human

rights.
Ms. Faryal Fareed

said that the basic aim of
police is to ensure crime
and corruption free society.

She expressed the
hope that the passed out
jawans would play their
role in improving the polic-
ing system further.

The Assistant IGP on
the occasion appreciated
the standard of training of
the ATF training schools
and said that it is manifes-
tation of the hard work and
dedication of the training
staff. The Commandant
ATF Training School, Colo-
nel (Retd) Asad Farooq
presented welcome address
on the occasion.

Secretary LG chairs meeting
about increasing birth

registration in Balochistan

Step afoot to develop
Quaid-e-Azam Public
Library: DC Kakar

Pak, Algeria to explore new
avenues for partnership

in trade, education
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on Fri-
day extended heartfelt fe-
licitations to the Council of
the Nation and the people
of Algeria on the auspicious
occasion of their Indepen-
dence Day.

In his message, he ac-
knowledged the valiant
struggle and sacrifices ren-
dered by the people of Al-
geria to attain freedom and
sovereignty.

He admired the bond
of friendship between Pa-
kistan and Algeria, which is

based on mutual respect
and shared aspirations for
peace and progress.

He said that both coun-
tries enjoy cordial relations
at the international level and
have supported each other
in various international fo-
rums.

Expressing optimism
for the future, he said that
Pakistan and Algeria would
continue to work together
to diversify cooperation
and explore new avenues
for partnership in trade,
education, technology, and
cultural exchanges.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has directed to the
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
to resolve the issues of law-
yers and traders communi-
ties of the province on pri-
ority basis.

These directives were
issued by the Chairman
PPP during meetings with
the representatives and
leaders of Peoples Lawyers
Forum and Balochistan’s
traders’ community sepa-
rately here at the Chief
Minister’s secretariat on
Friday.

The Chief Minister,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti,
senior leader of PPP, Ejaz

Jakhrani, Provincial Presi-
dent of PPP, Changez
Jamali, provincial minis-
ters and members of as-
sembly belonging to the
party besides other lead-
ers were also present in the
meetings.

During meeting with
the delegation of Peoples
Lawyers Forum, the Chair-
man PPP was informed
about the issues being faced
by the lawyers’ community
of the province.

The Chairman PPP
directed to the Chief Min-
ister to resolve the issues
of lawyers on priority ba-
sis.

The Lawyers Forum
was comprised President
Behram Tangi, General Sec-
retary Ali Asghar, Secretary

Information, Abdul Rahim
Kakar besides Mubashir
Ababki, Zainuddin Kakar,
Syed Sultan Shah, Nasir
Hussain Jamali, Andleeb
Qaisrani, Syed Zahoor
Agha, Malik Tanveer Aslam
Shahwani, Jamal Shah and
Naeem Kolachi.

While meeting with
the Chairman PPP, the trad-
ers’ community led by Sena-
tor Bilal Mandokhail, in-
formed him about the issues
being faced by them.

Besides, there was
discussion on prospects of
public-private partnership
between the Chairman PPP
and traders.

In addition to this,
they also discussed about
the exports of minerals
from the province.

QUETTA (APP): Secre-
tary Local Government
(LG) Balochistan Abdul
Rauf Baloch on Friday
chaired a meeting regarding
increasing birth registration
in the province.

The meeting was at-
tended by Director General
of Local Government De-
partment, Syed Zulfiqar
Ali Shah, Director General
of B.I.S.P., Chief of Foreign
Aid Najeeb Babari, Deputy
Secretary of Local Govern-
ment Department Syed
Maqsood Anwar, Deputy
Secretary of Education De-
partment Mehmoodul
Hasan, Director NADRA,
Health Department Officer,
Child Protection Officer
UNICEF and other high
officials.

The meeting was told
that the responsibility of
birth registration, marriage,
divorce and death registra-
tion was the constitutional
mandate of the Local Gov-

ernment Department under
the Balochistan Local Gov-
ernment Act 2010 and
2020.

It was informed in the
meeting that the period of
normal birth registration
would be increased from
sixty days to one year,

the fee of which was
100 rupees while there
were clear procedures for
registration from one year
to twenty years.

The total number of
Union Council of
Balochistan is 1043 while
inline CR. S. The number
of Union Councils is 515

And 63 are urban
CSRMs said in the meet-
ing, the meeting was told.

The participants of
the meeting were further in-
formed that 6279 birth reg-
istrations, 3557 death cer-
tificates, 94 divorce certifi-
cates and 3089 marriage
certificates had been issued
in the last month of June.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, Ataullah
Tarar on Friday said the
newspapers of the country
had received the maximum
advertisements of Rs 9 bil-
lion whereas the new chan-
nels were given Rs 6 billion
advertisements.

Responding to the
question of Senator Sarmad
Ali Khan pertaining to cri-
teria for news channels and
newspapers during the
question hour session of the
second meeting of the 340th
session of the Senate of
Pakistan, the Minister in-
formed that the newspa-
pers were facing financial
crisis due to which the cur-
rent government paid spe-
cial attention to it.

Ataullah Tarar said at
present as per the 1997 Ser-
vices Manual, advertise-
ments were given to the

news and media outlets. He
added that a policy for ad-
vertisement was introduced
in 2021 which was amended
in 2022.

“There is no criteria to
gauge electronic media’s eli-
gibility for getting adver-
tisements. However, our
rates’ committee based on
rating of news channels al-
lows a limit or number of
advertisements to be given
to a particular channel,” he
said.

The Minister under-
lined that at presented no
advertisements for any
news channel were halted
by the current government.

The criteria, he said
for advertisement was to
convey the intended mes-
sage to maximum audience
effectively, whereas the rat-
ing system for news chan-
nels helps achieve that am-
bition.

Senate told
NADRA to cover over
11,000 UCs across Pak
for data registration

School Meal Program
for lagging districts of
Balochistan on cards

Independent Report
QUETTA: The delegation
of Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Women Wing
Balochistan called on the
Chairman of PPP, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari here on Fri-
day. The Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti,
and other party leaders
were also present in the
meeting.

The members of PPP
Women Wing discussed
with the Chairman differ-
ent suggestions about rep-
resentation of women in
different sectors of the
province.

The Chairman PPP
directed to the Chief Min-
ister to resolve the issues
of PPP Women Wing’s of-

fice bearers and workers
immediately.

The PPP Women
Wing delegation was com-
prised: Provincial Presi-
dent, Ghazala Gola, senior
Vice Presidents, Parveen
Mengal, Kalsoom Iftikhar,
Mehmooda Nasreen,
Deputy General Secretary,
Sakina Abdullah, Informa-
tion Secretary, Kiran
Baloch, Benazir Gola, Saba
Kakar, Hoor Shahwani,
Media Coordinator, Faiza
Popalzai, Khadija Zehri,
Mah Jabeen Kurd, Ahdia
Hazara, Zamar Shahid,
Bilquis Awan, Maryam
Rajpoot, Nargis Mustafa,
Shahida Khan, Nargis Iqbal,
Rabia Khawajakhail and
Saira Gorgej.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme, Ministry
of Education and Profes-
sional Training and World
Food Programme are con-
tinuing collaborative efforts
on the development of
School Meal Programme to
provide nutritious meals in
500 public sector schools
in Balochistan’s lagging dis-
tricts. The programme has
been conceived in line with
the directives of Prime
Minister, Shehbaz Sharif to
provide nutritious meals to
the schools in the province
for which the government

of Balochistan, WFP and
BISP have listed 500
schools. To discuss the
progress on this initiative,
a meeting was held here, co-
chaired by Secretary BISP,
Amer Ali Ahmad along with
Secretary Ministry of Fed-
eral Education and Profes-
sional Training, Mohyuddin
Wani, as a follow-up for the
implementation of PM di-
rective on School Meals
Programme. Country Direc-
tor WFP, Ms. Coco
Ushiyama was also present
along with her team includ-
ing the representative of
WFP from Balochistan.

ZIARAT (APP): Deputy
Commissioner Ziarat
Liaquat Ali Kakar on Fri-
day said that measures
were being taken to further
improve Quaid-e-Azam
Public Library so that
people of the area would
take beneficial of it and
show proof of book-friend-
liness. He expressed these
views while chairing a Cus-
todial Committee meeting
in connection with Quaid-
e-Azam Public Library.

 The meeting was at-
tended by District Educa-
tion Officer Latifullah
Gharshin, Senior Public Li-
brarian Quetta Balochistan
Imran Jatak, Assistant Li-
brarian Ziarat Muhammad
Idris Nasir, Professor Zakir
Ziaratwal, Saleh
Muhammad Ziarmal,
Mehmood Tareen,
Muhammad Hashim

Kakar, Abdul Manan
Sarangzai and Humayoon
Khan Kakar. It was decided
in the meeting that the li-
brary budget would be
taken according to the de-
mand and need of Quaid-e-
Azam Public Library.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner was briefed that
eighty percent of the work
of cataloging the books has
been completed, the mem-
bership and card work was
concluded and would soon
be inaugurated by Commis-
sioner Sibi Division.
Deputy Commissioner
Liaquat Ali Kakar said that
steps were taking to more
develop Quaid-e-Azam
Public Library.  He said that
the people of Ziarat Dis-
trict should take beneficial
of Quaid-e-Azam Public
Library and show proof of
book-friendliness.

Paigham-e-Pakistan campaign
defeating enemies’ agenda of
hate: Maulana Khabeer Azad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Parliamentary
Services and Law and Jus-
tice, Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar on Friday apprised
the Upper House of the
Parliament that the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA)
would cover almost 11,777
union councils (UCs)
across the country to en-
hance its population data
registration footprint at the
grassroots level.

The Minister was re-
sponding to the question of

Senator Fawia Arshad dur-
ing the second meeting of
the 340th session of the
Senate.

Senator Tarar said the
NADRA’s UC level initia-
tive would be rolled out
across the country, whereas
initially 1150 UCs have
been selected horizontally
starting from the mega ur-
ban centers of the coun-
try covering every nook
and corner and it would
not be restricted to the
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT).

DERA GHAZI KHAN
(APP): Chairman Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee
and Khateeb and Imam of
Baadshahi Masjid, Syed
Maulana Abdul Khabeer
Azad, said on Friday that
ongoing Paigham-e-Paki-
stan campaign was deliver-
ing positive results and suc-
cessfully defeated the en-
emies’ agenda of creating
divide among the Paki-
stanis. Maulana Syed
Abdul Khabeer Azad was
addressing Ittehad-e-Bain-
ul-Muslimeen and
Paigham-e-Pakistan confer-
ence at a local hotel here
Friday. He is currently vis-

iting different districts as
ambassador of peace on the
orders of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz to main-
tain unity and peace during
the sacred month of
Muharram-ul-Haram. He
said, unity among people
and following the Paigham-
e-Pakistan guidelines was
the need of the hour. He said,
people should feel free to
pay respects to Ahl-e-Bait,
Khulafa-e-Raashideen, and
Sahaba-e-Karam on specific
days. He said that Pakistan
Armed Forces have rendered
numerous sacrifices in
strengthening the country’s
defence.

SC to hear
appeal against
restoration of
Hafiz’s CNIC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan would take up the
appeal on July 10, filed by
National Database Regula-
tory Authority (NADRA)
against restoration of CNIC
of Jamiat Ulema e Islam
(JUI-F)’s leader Hafiz
Hamdullah.

A two-member bench,
led by Justice Munib
Akhtar, would hear the case
on the fixed date. The reg-
istrar office has issued the
cause list in this regard.

It may be mentioned
that the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) had dismissed
the decision of NADRA
and ordered to restore the
CNIC of Hafiz Hamdullah.

The authority has
challenged the verdict of
IHC before the SC.

PM pays glowing
tribute to Capt

Karnal Sher
Khan Shaheed

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has paid glowing trib-
utes to Captain Karnal Sher
Khan Shaheed on his 25th
martyrdom anniversary.

In a statement Friday
, he said Captain Karnal
Sher Khan Shaheed demon-
strated unprecedented brav-
ery, courage and bravery on
the Kargil front, which was
also praised by the enemy.

He said Sher Khan
Shaheed set an example of
loyalty to the motherland,
sense of duty and fighting
for the defense of the moth-
erland without caring for his
life, which will always be
remembered.

ATC cancels
arrest warrants

of KP CM
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) Islamabad has can-
celled arrest warrants of
KP Chief Minister (CM)
Ali Amin Gandapur for
not appearing in the court
due to his official engage-
ments.

The petition seeking
suspension of arrest war-
rants of Ali Amin Gandapur
CM KP issued in respect
of a case registered against
him in police station I-9
came up for hearing in ATC
Islamabad Friday.

Ali Amin Gandapur
while surrendering before
court said he could not ap-
pear in the court due to of-
ficial engagements.

During the hearing of
the case KP CM requested
the court to cancel the ar-
rest warrants.

PIC orders HEC
to finalize actions
on scholarship

misuse
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Information
Commission (PIC) has or-
dered the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) to ex-
pedite and finalize actions
against the misuse of schol-
arships and the breach of
public trust.

The order comes in
response to an appeal filed
by citizen Azmat Khan,
highlighting the need for
immediate governance mea-
sures.

The appellant has
sought list of scholars who
went abroad on HEC schol-
arships over the past de-
cade. Specifically, the list
should include details of
scholars from 01-01-2013
to 31-12-2023, distinguish-
ing between those pursuing
M.Phil and PhD programs.

Court adjourns
hearing of

judicial complex
vandalism case

till July 29
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) Islamabad has ad-
journed till July 29 hearing
of bail before arrest pleas
of Chief Minister (CM) KP
Ali Amin Gandapur , PTI
leaders Umar Ayub, Shibli
Faraz, Ali Nawaz Awan and
others in Judicial complex
vandalism  case.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra remarked  Friday Ali
Nawaz Awan is nominated
accused who filed bail plea
after 8 months.

The counsel told the
court he joined investiga-
tion and when May 9 inci-
dent occurred he had filed
bail plea in Abbottabad.

The judge inquired are
the certificates placed in
file. The courts are for  jus-
tice and not for contempt.

The bail before arrest
pleas came up for hearing
before judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra Friday.

CM KP, Ali Amin
Gandapur, Umar Ayub and
Shibli Faraz appeared in the
court.


