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ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar alongwith Secretary General of the Commonwealth Patricia Scotland
addresses a joint press stakeout at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi in a meeting with Chinese Counsel General
Zhao Shiren.

PM welcomes

Fitch upgrades Pakistan rating to
CCC+ following IMF agreement
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD : Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday
hailed the upgrading of
Pakistan’s long-term foreign
currency issuer default rat-
ing (IDR) from CCC to
CCC+ by the Credit Rat-
ing Agency Fitch.

Appreciating the ef-
forts of Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
and his team, the prime
minister said the country
and the nation had started
receiving the fruits of the
government’s policy of
sacrificing politics for the
sake of state in the shape
of improvement in the
country’s economy.

In a statement, he said
upgrading of Pakistan’s
global rating to CCC+ was
the international recogni-
tion of the government’s
right economic policies.

The prime minister
emphasized that the gov-

ernment was working hard
on the economic reforms
agenda, the fruits of which
would surely reach to the
people soon.

The reports of Fitch
and other international fi-
nancial institutions are im-
portant for the economic
improvement of Pakistan,
PM Shehbaz said adding
that “we will move forward
with more effort and pas-
sion on the path of eco-
nomic improvement of the
country”. He hoped that
the new International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
programme would further
improve the economic ac-
tivities in the country.

The announcement
of another one percent re-
duction in interest rate by
the State Bank of Pakistan
was another sign of eco-
nomic improvement, he
added.

 He said that recent cut
in the interest rate would

further reduce inflation and
increase the business activi-
ties.

Earlier, Fitch Ratings
has upgraded Pakistan’s
Long-Term Foreign-Cur-
rency Issuer Default Rat-
ing (IDR) to ‘CCC+’ from
‘CCC’.

In a statement released
on Monday, the Fitch rat-
ing agency said “The up-
grade reflects greater cer-
tainty over continued avail-
ability of external funding, in
the context of Pakistan’s staff-
level agreement (SLA) with the
IMF on a new 37-month
USD7 billion Extended Fund
Facility (EFF).”

It said that strong per-
formance on the previous,
more temporary IMF ar-
rangement helped Pakistan
narrow fiscal deficits and
rebuild foreign exchange
(FX) reserves, and further
improvements are likely.

Pakistan committed to CW agenda
of connectivity, climate resilience: Dar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Monday reiterated that
Pakistan remained commit-
ted to working with the
Commonwealth to pro-
mote its agenda of connec-
tivity, education, youth and
women empowerment, and
climate resilience.

The deputy prime min-
ister, addressing a joint
press stakeout with Secre-
tary General of the Com-
monwealth Patricia Scot-
land after their meeting, said
that Pakistan was also re-
solved to support the ini-
tiatives aimed at strength-
ening and modernizing the
Commonwealth to meet the
21st-century challenges,
besides continuing to play
an active role in building
bridges among member
states.

He appreciated the sec-
retary-general, who is on a
five-day maiden visit here,
for serving the organisation
with “dedication and grace”
across her eight-year term
and her role in promoting
the Commonwealth’s val-
ues and mission and mod-

ernizing the outlook.
The deputy prime min-

ister lauded her contribu-
tion to promoting coopera-
tion in education, youth
empowerment, capacity
building, and climate action,
besides supporting Paki-
stan after floods, particu-
larly regarding the appoint-
ment of a climate finance
advisor for Pakistan.

Ishaq Dar urged the
Commonwealth’s role to
resolve outstanding dis-
putes among member states
with greater urgency and
press for implementation of
the UN Security Council
resolutions. Dar said
Pakistan’s vision of the re-
gional connectivity agenda
matched that of the Com-
monwealth. He highlighted
the vast opportunities for
collaboration in realizing
goals in education, skills,
youth and women empow-
erment, health, and environ-
ment preservation.

He told the visiting dig-
nitary that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif was looking
forward to attending the
upcoming Commonwealth
Heads of Government

Meeting 2024 scheduled to
take place in Apia, Samoa
in October. Dar said on the
sidelines of the Common-
wealth foreign ministers
meeting in September, he
would engage with the par-
ticipating counterparts.

In her remarks, Secre-
tary-General Patricia Scot-
land lauded Pakistan’s con-
tinued support of the Com-
monwealth particularly
during her eight-year term.

She told the media that
she was visiting Pakistan to
see and celebrate the way
Pakistan had arisen from the
devastating floods of 2022
that had affected more than
33 million Pakistanis with
two million of them lost
homes and livelihoods.

The secretary-general
appreciated Pakistan’s
commitment to the Com-
monwealth principles as
the organization strived for
a digitized and AI-enabled
world. She said that 65%
of Pakistan’s population
under age 30 would not just
be the leaders of tomorrow
but would also help the
Commonwealth create a
better future.

Govt condemns life
threats to CJP, adopt
legal course against

such tendencies
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The government on Mon-
day strongly condemned
life threats to Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa by a certain group and
announced initiating legal
proceedings so that no one
could dare to challenge the
writ of the state.

“The law will take its
course against the elements
behind the provocative and
baseless propaganda cam-
paign against the CJP” said
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif while addressing a
press conference along with
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning and Development
Ahsan Iqbal.

He regretted that an at-
tempt was being made to
spread bloodshed in the
name of religion for vested
political interests.

He said that believing in
the finality of the Holy
Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) is part of our
faith.  He said that the Su-
preme Court has already
clarified its position on the
matter.

The minister pointed
out that Qazi Faez Isa is

being targeted for many
years under various pre-
texts. He stated there there
is an ongoing effort to si-
lence a principled and up-
right voice in the judiciary.

Emphasizing the need
for the rule of law, Khawaja
Asif stated that the dicta-
tion of any individual or
group will not be accepted.

Meanwhile speaking
on the occasion, Federal
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives, Ahsan Iqbal
strongly condemned a re-
cent announcement by a
group, threatening the life
of Chief Justice Qazi Faez
Isa, denouncing it as an act
of sedition against the
country’s constitution and
religious values.”

He said that the govern-
ment will also take legal ac-
tion to prevent such inci-
dents in future.  Adding that
those behind this move be-
longed to the group estab-
lished in 2027-28.

“This time, we are all
united as Muslims, and our
belief in Khatm-e-Nabuwwat
(the Finality of Prophethood)
is the foundation of our
faith,” he remarked.

Govt, Ulema agree to
curb religious intolerance

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ulema, belonging to differ-
ent schools of thought, and
the government have agreed
that nobody will be allowed
to take law into hands in
the name of religion.

Addressing a joint news
conference, along with
Ulema, in Rawalpindi to-
day, Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar strongly
condemned the issuance of
fatwas against Chief Justice
Qazi Faez Isa. He said the
Supreme Court, in its Urdu
press release, has clarified
that believing in the final-
ity of Holy Prophet Hazrat

Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) is part of ev-
ery Muslim’s faith.

The Minister said nei-
ther law nor society permits
anyone to issue decrees
against fellow Muslims’
faith.  He said a case has
been registered against the
culprits behind such
fatwas, aimed at spreading
hatred. He said strict action
will be taken in this regard.

He said that the state
would respond to the mali-
cious campaign against the
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) and no one would be
allowed to decree religious
notions against anyone.

Justices Sardar
Tariq, Mazhar

Alam take
oath as SC’s ad

hoc judges
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Justice Qazi Faez Isa, Chief
Justice of Pakistan on
Monday administered the
oath of offices to Justice
Sardar Tariq Masood and
Justice Mazhar Alam Khan
Miankhel as Ad-hoc
Judges, Supreme Court of
Pakistan.

A simple and dignified
oath taking ceremony was
held at Supreme Court of
Pakistan in this regard. The
judges of apex court, Attor-
ney General for Pakistan,
members of Pakistan Bar
Council, Supreme Court
Bar Association, senior
lawyers, law officers and
officers of Law & Justice
Commission of Pakistan
attended the ceremony.

Registrar Supreme
Court of Pakistan con-
ducted the proceedings of
oath taking ceremony.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the Federal Public Service Commission (FPSC),
led by the senior member Akbar Hussain Durrani called on President Asif
Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

RAWALPINDI: Pak Army and Rescue-1122 personnel standing high alert
on the bridge of flooded Nullah Lai near Gawalmandi to cope any untoward
situation during heavy monsoon rain in the city.

KARACHI: Governor State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Jameel Ahmad announce
Monetary Policy during press conference at State Bank of Pakistan.

SBP cuts policy rate by 100bps to 19.5% as inflation cools down ‘slightly’
SBP Governor says inflation rate eased to 12.60%, while external account continues to improve

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) on
Monday reduced the inter-
est rate by 1% or 100 basis
points (bps) from 20.5% to
19.5%, the second cut in a
row, citing a slight cooling
in the inflation rate — a
move that is mostly in line
with the general market con-
sensus.

Addressing a press con-
ference after the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting, SBP Governor
Jameel Ahmad said, “We
have noted that the inflation
is on a declining trend.”

“The inflation rate has
come down to 12.60% from
38% while the external ac-
count has continued to im-
prove,” the SBP governor
said adding, “The reduction
in the interest rate reflects
our confidence in the current
economic trajectory.”

Last month, the SBP’s
MPC trimmed its bench-
mark interest rate by 150
bps to 20.5%, following a
record-high 22% that had

been maintained for almost
a year.

The finance czar further
stated that “future projec-
tions expect the average in-
flation rate to stabilise be-
tween 23% and 25%, fol-
lowing last year’s 23.4%”.

The central bank in a
statement said the an-
nouncement of monetary
easing showed positive in-
dicators for the national
economy citing a slight drop
in inflation, a build-up in
SBP’s foreign exchange (FX)
reserves despite repayments
of debt, and a staff-level
agreement. with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
for a 37-month extended
fund facility (EFF)
programme of about $7.0
billion.

It added that the com-
mittee assessed that the ex-
ternal account has continued
to improve, as reflected by
the build-up in the central
bank’s FX reserves despite
substantial repayments of
debt and other obligations.

The developments –

along with significantly posi-
tive real interest rates – led
to the further reduction in the
policy rate in a calibrated
manner to support economic
activity, while keeping infla-
tionary pressures in check.

Since its last meeting,
the committee noted the key
developments that the cur-
rent account deficit nar-

rowed sharply in FY24 and
SBP’s FX reserves improved
significantly from $4.4 bil-
lion at the end of June 2023
to above $9.0 billion.

The sentiment surveys
conducted in July showed a
worsening in inflation expec-
tations and confidence of
both consumers and busi-
nesses, the statement read.

It adds that international
oil prices have remained
volatile in recent weeks,
whereas prices of metals and
food items have eased.

Lastly, with the ease in
inflationary pressures and
labour market conditions,
central banks in advanced
economies have also started
to cut their policy rates.

Mohsin Naqvi
meets Chinese

Consul General
Zhao Shiren

LAHORE (INP): Federal
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi met Chinese Consul
General Zhao Shiren in
Lahore Monday.

During the meeting,
matters of mutual interest
including strengthening of
bilateral relations, CPEC
projects, security of the
Chinese citizens and the
ongoing projects were dis-
cussed in detail.

On this occasion, the
Interior Minister said that
CPEC has given a new di-
mension to the brotherly
relationship between two
countries and every Paki-
stani is proud of the endur-
ing friendship with China.

He stated that China
has stood by Pakistan in
every test of time and Both
countries have the similar
stance on international is-
sues. He emphasized that
all humanly possible mea-
sures have been put in place
to protect the Chinese citi-
zens. He also appreciated
the cooperation of Chinese
citizens in the implementa-
tion the of foolproof secu-
rity measures.

Soldier martyred, 16 injured as
violent mob assaults security
forces’ personnel in Gwadar

RAWALPINDI (APP): A
violent mob in the garb of
so called Baloch Raji
Muchi assaulted Security
Forces’ personnel em-
ployed for security duties
in Gwadar district that re-
sulted in the martyrdom of
a soldier and left an officer
and 16 others injured dur-
ing unprovoked assaults.

The martyred soldier
was identified as Sepoy
Shabbir Baloch (Age: 30
years; resident of: District
Sibi), who embraced
shahadat, an Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

While on the other
hand, fake and malicious
propaganda is being spread
on social media using doc-
tored pictures and videos
by the propagandists to
gain sympathy and sup-
port for the unlawful vio-
lent march, it said. “Secu-
rity forces have displayed
extreme restraint to avoid
unwarranted civilian casu-
alties despite provoca-
tions.

The violent actions of
the mob are unacceptable
and those responsible will
be brought to justice,” the
ISPR said.

All citizens were urged
not to fall prey to the pro-
paganda, remain calm and
peaceful, and to cooperate
with law enforcement agen-
cies in maintaining public
safety and order, it added.

“Security Forces of
Pakistan, in step with the
Nation, remain determined
to thwart attempts of
sabotaging peace and sta-
bility of Balochistan,” the
ISPR said.

Moreover, the ISPR
said fake and malicious
propaganda is being spread
on social media using doc-
tored pictures and videos
by the propagandists to
gain sympathy and sup-
port for the unlawful vio-
lent march.

“Security forces have
displayed extreme restraint
to avoid unwarranted civil-
ian casualties despite
provocations,” it said.

PM directs measures to protect
lives, properties amidst heavy rains

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday directed
the authorities concerned
to take all possible mea-
sures to protect the lives
and properties of the citi-
zens amidst heavy rains in
different parts of the coun-
try.

The prime minister di-
rected the National Disas-
ter Management Author-

ity to take immediate
steps to cope with the
emergency and extend
support to the provincial
governments as well as
those of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan.

He instructed the
Islamabad city administra-
tion to facilitate the resi-
dents and ensure proper
drainage of rainwater.

President for enhanced
representation of women,

minorities in govt jobs
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday called for
greater representation of
women and minorities in
government jobs to enhance
their inclusion in the main-
stream of society.

The president, talking
to a delegation of Federal
Public Service Commission
(FPSC), led by the senior
member Akbar Hussain
Durrani, at Aiwan-e-Sadr,
said that the Commission
should find ways and
means to further improve
the civil service recruitment
process to select the right
person for the right job, ac-
cording to a President
House press release.

He said that FPSC had
an important responsibility
of recruiting civil servants
to improve service delivery
and promote good gover-
nance in the country.

He urged the need to
make the recruitment pro-
cess more efficient and
transparent by adopting
modern technology and new
methods, particularly com-
puterized testing, that
would help in the selection
of qualified and efficient
civil servants.

The president said that
candidates securing high
marks during the written
examination should be
fairly evaluated.

Akbar Hussain Durrani
briefed the president about
the role and function of the
FPSC in recruiting govern-
ment servants. He also high-
lighted certain issues being
faced by the Commission.

President Zardari as-
sured the delegation of his
support and guidance in the
resolution of problems and
improving the recruitment
system.

Availability of authentic data, its
appropriate use, essential for

national development: Ahsan Iqbal
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal said on Monday that
the availability of authentic
data and its judicious utiliza-
tion was essential for any
country to achieve its goals
of development and prosper-
ity. Today, data is driving a
strategic revolution world-
wide. It is crucial for any
economy to prioritize data
availability and utilization
among its national objec-
tives,” he said while address-

ing the “Dialogue on Data for
Development: Enabling
People-Centric Develop-
ment Planning in Pakistan,”
organized by Sustainable
Development Policy Insti-
tute (SDPI). The minister re-
called that it was the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) government which
established the National Da-
tabase Organization in the
1998 plan, at a time when
the value of creating a citizen
data bank was not widely rec-
ognized.

He noted that Pakistan

became one of the first coun-
tries to establish a citizen data
bank, which was now known
as NADRA [National Data-
base and Registration Au-
thority]. e mentioned that
during its various tenures, the
PML-N government estab-
lished the National Center for
Excellence in Big Data and
Cloud Computing, National
Centers for Artificial Intelli-
gence, Cyber Security, Ap-
plied Mathematics, Satel-
lite Technology and Geo-
graphic Information Sys-
tem (GIS).
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Constitutional limits
Throughout Pakistan’s turbulent history, coup-mak-
ers and strongmen have looked to the courts to pro-
vide legitimacy to their extra-constitutional forays.

Whenever the courts have obliged, these ac-
tions have been justified by the ‘doctrine of neces-
sity’, that odious principle used to legitimise, for
example, Ghulam Mohammad’s dissolution of the
Constituent Assembly, and later the Iskander Mirza-
Ayub Khan military coup.

Today, as extreme political polarisation threat-
ens Pakistan’s fragile democracy, and unelected
forces tighten their grip, people are wondering
whether this doctrine will again be resurrected. In
this regard, the remarks made by Supreme Court
Justice Athar Minallah at a recent event in the US
regarding the judiciary’s role in protecting the con-
stitutional order bear repeating.

Justice Minallah urged the courts to remain
vigilant where defending the Constitution was
concerned. He added that mistakes in this regard
had been made by the higher judiciary in the past
and that if the SC failed to protect the basic law,
then “judges are committing misconduct”. These
frank admissions and stark warnings should be
heeded especially by state institutions. There can
be no compromise when it comes to respecting
the constitutional order, and their lordships have
a duty to protect the document. It seemed that
after the epic struggle between Gen Musharraf
and justice Iftikhar Chaudhry, the ‘doctrine of ne-
cessity’ had been buried. Yet, as things have de-
veloped since, it is clear that this doctrine has
multiple lives. What gives one hope is the fact
that conversations about protecting the consti-
tutional order are taking place, even in a suffo-
cating atmosphere. Whether it  is Justice
Minallah’s remarks, the Islamabad High Court
judges’ letter regarding interference by intelli-
gence agencies in judicial affairs, or Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah’s comment about the need to
create a ‘firewall’ around the judicial system, these
hints from within the judiciary point to a will to
resist unconstitutional moves.

As some observers have noted, an unambigu-
ous institutional response is required; undemocratic
forces cannot be allowed to exploit divisions within
the judiciary. From their lordships in the SC to the
magistrates and trial judges, the judiciary as an in-
stitution must pledge to uphold the constitutional
framework, and refuse to entertain ‘requests’ from
any quarter to subvert the democratic system.

As Justice Minallah suggested, those who fail
to defend the Constitution must face the conse-
quences of their actions. Pakistan’s salvation lies in
all institutions staying within their legal bounds,
and letting civilian set-ups govern with freedom. Of
course, there are still many pieces missing from this
puzzle — a transparent electoral process, maturity
and tolerance in political parties for each other, etc
— but only if the democratic process is allowed to
continue unhindered can the system correct itself.

Noble profession or not?
Gaitee Ara Siddiqi

It is always encourag-
ing to see the huge pool
of resourceful and tal-
ented young people
that we have in our edu-
cational establish-
ments. Having been as-
sociated with the field
of education for over a
decade and a half, this
writer has gained im-
mensely from the expe-
rience of teaching a
large number of stu-
dents from nearly all
walks of life. One of the
biggest advantages of
this profession is that
those who practise it
remain young in mind
and heart, simply be-
cause they are con-
stantly in touch with
the younger genera-
tions.

As mentioned, Pa-
kistan boasts a huge re-
serve of young and tal-
ented people with im-
mense potential; unfor-
tunately, the country
lacks the resources to
allow them to exploit
their potential to the
fullest.  As a result ,
young, bright and am-
bitious individuals who
manage to secure em-
ployment abroad are
leaving the country for
greener pastures. A
massive brain drain is in
progress, with hordes
of young people shift-
ing abroad in search of
better standards of liv-
ing and a brighter fu-
ture for their children.

What can educa-
tionists do to retain this
vast reserve of human
resources and help it
realise its maximum po-
tential? The first thing
is to be honest with the
profession, which is be-
coming increasingly
challenging keeping in
mind the rapidly chang-
ing environment of
educational establish-
ments and the increas-
ing commercialisation
of academia. However,
there are still a large
number of education-
ists that this writer has
encountered during her
professional journey

who are doing their
best to do justice to
their profession. That
means inculcating a
sense of responsibility
in their students and
nurturing and cultivat-
ing them, spotting their
potential, and fostering
an environment for
them in which they can
realise their hidden
skills and abilities.

While it is widely
acknowledged that
teachers are over-
worked, underpaid and
have minimal job secu-
rity, there is still a huge
contribution that they
can make, even with
their authority curtailed
by institutions seeking
to win over more ‘cli-
ents’. By and large, it
sti ll  remains an ex-
tremely respectable
profession, especially
for females, and most
women prefer being as-
sociated with academia
due to i ts  relatively
shorter working hours
and other perks, such
as concessions on
school fees.

With a massive in-
crease in population
and millions of children
out of school, educa-
tion will remain in de-
mand as the country
equips its future gen-
erations with the skills
and abilities they need
to excel and carve out a
niche for themselves in
the world. With the vast
reserves of the young
people we have, bright
and competent educa-
tionists who can use
their skills and compe-
tencies to groom the
generations of tomor-
row are direly needed.
For that, training needs
to be provided and in-
centives given to en-
courage more highly
educated individuals to
join this profession.

Another depress-
ing reality is that indi-
viduals from privileged
backgrounds do not
join this profession.
Nearly all of us are here
by accident, and very
few out of choice. This
is especially true for

men associated with
this profession, who
mostly belong to low-
income backgrounds
and are teaching be-
cause they were unable
to pursue a profession
in a more promising
field. Most of them are
making just enough
spending their days
teaching in schools,
and their evenings in
tuition centres.  With
the crippling
stagflation, the majority
is burning the midnight
oil but remains unable
to make ends meet. As
es-sentials become
more and more dear, the
true ethos of educat-ion
is being compromi-sed,
like everything else in
this country.

Because teachers
shape the future of a
nation, the government
should make a con-
certed effort to facilitate
them by providing tax
exemptions and subsi-
dies on basic expenses.
A nation which re-
spects its teachers and
aims to make their lives
easier prospers, grows
and develops.  It en-
courages students to
respect and value those
who are devoting their
lives to enable them to
make something of
theirs.

Let’s continue to
keep the flame burning.
Those in the profes-
sion should keep fight-
ing for their rights. We
can do our bit by prac-
tising professional
honesty to  preserve
the sancti ty and re-
spectability of this oc-
cupation, in the hope
that it will have a spill-
over effect and, in time,
the government will
start  of fer ing incen-
tives to the unsung he-
roes and heroines of
this country who may
not be fighting on the
borders, but are sti ll
waging important
battles  daily (some-
times at their own ex-
pense) to ensure a
bright future for our
coming generations.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Facing homelessness
Arif Hasan

As you drive along
Mauripur Road to-
wards Hawkes Bay, a
concrete wall appears
about two kilometres
from the sea and runs
along the road on your
left-hand side. After it
reaches Hawks Bay
Drive, it turns left and
continues for another
kilometre or so. The
area enclosed by the
wall contains a number
of small fishermen’s vil-
lages. Roads are being
laid within the area en-
closed by the wall, and
the nullah that flows
through this area has
been blocked; the space
where the water fanned
out from the nullah to
the sea has been
blocked as well. Much
of the area has exten-
sive mangrove forest.

The villages within
this area and around it
are Brahvi- or Balochi-
speaking. They claim
that they had been liv-
ing here well before the
British came. Many of
their families own small
boats in which they go
into shallow waters to
fish and then take their
fish to the many piers
along the bay to sell
their catch. Others are
boat-hands on larger
ships that go out into
the deep sea. They are
paid on a daily basis, or
a percentage of the
catch.

The retail and
wholesale trade in fish
is big business for the
villagers, but given the
unequal relationship
between the fishermen
and the aartis, the vil-
lagers remain poor fi-
nancially, and are bur-
dened with a ‘culture of
poverty’. Most of the
villages have no educa-
tion or health facilities,
and those that do, func-
tion erratically.

The villagers are
terrified. The rumour is
that the entire area is
part of KDA scheme 42,
because of which they
will be evicted and their
l ivelihoods will  be

taken away from them.
As a result, they will not
only become homeless
but also paupers.
Rumours are that the
area enclosed by the
wall will  contain
multistoried condomini-
ums, clubs and high-
end eating places. They
argue that if this is true,
new people with differ-
ent skills will replace
them.

Again and again,
they mention the fact
that the agricultural vil-
lages have suffered, in
the case of Gadap. The
residents of Gadap vil-
lages have lost every-
thing, including their
community and their
culture. Many of them
have been killed while
resisting eviction from
their lands. They have
become nomads. They
claim that they have no
one to turn to since
these schemes have
government, politicians
and big money sup-
port.

Apart from the live-
lihood and community-
related concerns of the
fishing community, the
environment of the area
will be devastated.
Mangrove marshes will
disappear and with
them the wildlife that
WWF has been trying
to protect. The noise
and intensive human
activity that will  be
generated will make it
impossible for the green
turtle to breed, and
they too will disappear
like the f lamingos,
pangolins, storks, and
ducks at  the China
Creek and Sandspit
backwaters.

The coast now
consists of posh villas
which are increasingly
being used as hotels.
Originally, the bye-laws
permitted only a single-
storey hut with a remov-
able roof.  This pre-
served the physical and
social environment of
the beach. Reverting to
this would mean the
demolition of tens of
vi llas,  which  is  not
possible.

However, we can
still try and salvage the
situation and prepare
special bye-laws and
zoning regulations for
KDA scheme 42 that
stop it from becoming a
concrete jungle and
which protects the sanc-
tity of the environment,
especially of the flora
and fauna, and all that
is related to it.

It is important to
note that in the Karachi
master plan 2020, which
was approved by the
city council, special in-
terest was taken to pro-
tect the sea fronts of the
city. It was proposed
that the flora and fauna
of the area,  fishing
communit-ies, lower-
and lower-middle-in-
come Karachiites who
throng to the beaches
and the persons who
serve them, are the ma-
jor stakeholders of any
beach development.
Under the KSDP 2020,
no reclamation from the
sea, mangrove marshes,
or mud flats, which are
fish and turtle nurseries,
and the land they re-
quire for  survival is
permit ted .  Also ,  a l l
beaches should be ac-
cessible to the fishing
communities and the
publ ic .  No develop-
ment between the high
water  mark and 150
metres beyond it,  on
the seaward  s ide  of
the coas ta l  road ,  is
permissible.

While the KSDP
was being framed, a
citizen’s movement for
the protection of the
beaches  was  taking
place.  It  has  now
fizzled out. People are
tired for they cannot
indefinitely fight the
nexus of developers,
pol i t ic ians  and bu-
reaucrats. To save the
Karachi coastline and
its beautiful environ-
ment for the citizens of
the city, strong institu-
tional arrangements are
required that can fight
corruption, which has
seeped into every as-
pect of our lives.  --
Courtesy Dawn

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting with the Chairman Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan.

Syed Zahid Raza says
Pakistan’s engagement with
Africa has historical roots
Ambassador designate to Mauritius visits

Islamabad Chamber
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s engagement with
Africa has historical roots
and is characterized by
mutual respect and
cooperation.

By harnessing mutual
cooperation, Pakistan and
Africa can unlock new
economic opportunities
and foster sustainable
development. This has
been stated by Pakistan’s
Ambassador designate to
Mauritius Syed Zahid
Raza during his meeting
with former President
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
and Secretary General
United Business Group
Zafar Bakhtawari at
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
here on Monday.

He said that deeper
engagements with Africa
remains a strategic
imperative for Pakistan,

adding that forging a strong
and effective partnership
for peace, progress and
prosperity is an
indispensable goal, which
should be advanced
through a clear vision,
consistent policy, and a
long-term strategy.

The Ambassador,
while appreciating the role
of Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
advancing trade relations
with friendly countries all
over the world said that
he would do his level
best to strengthen the
business to business and
people  t o  p eop le
relations with Mauritius
alongside the diplomatic
ties.

He said to achieve the
objective, he will do his
best to organize business
delegations’ visits to
Mauritius especially the
ICCI members for

nurturing the bilateral
business relations.

Zafar Bakhtawari
apprised the visiting guest
that the Chamber is already
Africa focused and has
recently celebrated Africa
Day in a befitting manner
for bringing Pakistan and
the African countries
closer to each other and
that the Ambassador to
Mauritius who is known
as the best friend of
Pakistan was also among
the attendees.

He said that in the
changed circumstances,
Pakistan’s envoys have to
work with missionary zeal
and devotion for the
economic betterment of the
country and bringing the
countries closer to each
other and strengthening
business relations
especially in the promotion
of Pakistan exports and
tourism potential.

KARACHI: Brokers are busy in trading at
Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) in Karachi.

Finance Minister
lauds PM’s Youth

Programme
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Finance
and Revenue Muhammad
Aurangzeb here on Monday
appreciated Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme,
recognizing it as a valuable
scheme for supporting small
and medium enterprises
(SMEs).

During a meeting with
the Chairman Prime
Minister’s Youth
Programme, Rana Mashhood
Ahmad Khan, the minister
expressed support for the
initiative, highlighting its role
in stimulating entrepreneurial
activity and contributing to
economic growth.

Earlier Rana Mashhood
provided an overview of the

Prime Minister’s Youth
Business and Agriculture
Loan Scheme. The scheme
promotes entrepreneurship
among youth by providing
business loans on simple
terms and with less markup
through Commercial, Islamic
and SME banks.

The discussion covered
the current structure of the
scheme, including its three
operational tiers, and explored
the potential benefits and
logistics of introducing
additional tiers.  They
underscored the government’s
commitment to enhancing
opportunities for the youth
and promoting sustainable
business development across
the country.Shares rise as Pakistan

Stock Exchange awaits
monetary policy decision

KARACHI (INP): The
share prices at the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) rose
by over 700 points on
Monday as the buyers
kept their eyes on the State
Banks of Pakistan’s (SBP)
monetary police
announcement due later
today.

As the business was
set into motion in the first
session, the stocks soared
by 768.61 points or 0.98
percent, taking the
benchmark KSE-100 index
to 78,798.11 points as

compared to previous close
of 78,029.50.

Experts were of the
view that the market was
reacting positively to a
string of factors including
monetary policy decision
and support by China.

On the last trading
day on Friday, the stock
market had failed to to
protect the psychological
level of 80,000 points,
closing the week in the red
at slightly above 78,000
with a sharp drop of nearly
2,100 points.

The bourse began the
last week on a highly
bearish note as it nosedived
over 1,600 points owing to
high political uncertainty
following the government’s
potential move to ban a
major opposition party.

Bulls returned to the
stock exchange on Tuesday
as the KSE-100 climbed
over 400 points. On
Wednesday, the market
extended gains, driven by a
rally during the earnings
season and hopes of policy
rate reduction.

FPCCI seeks industry
status for packaging sector
LAHORE (APP):
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI)
Regional Chairman and Vice
President Zaki Aijaz on
Monday demanded of the
government to grant
industry status to the
packaging sector and revise
the contracts of
Independent Power
Producers ( IPPs).

He said revisiting and
renegotiating these
capacity payment
agreements with the IPPs
could solve the problem of
high power tariffs, which
was a major impediment to
economic growth. He
expressed these views
while addressing the
members of All Pakistan
Corrugated Cartons

Manufacturers Association
(APCCMA) here at
FPCCI Regional Office.

Zaki Aijaz
emphasized that the
packaging sector is the
backbone of all industries,
and the government should
grant it industry status to
reap maximum benefits.

Zaki Ijaz stressed that
packaging is a significant
sector where products
inevitably reach local and
international consumers.
This industry is the
backbone of our business,
but regrettably, this sector
has not yet been given
industry status.

 The packaging
industry is the world
economy’s third-largest
and fifth-largest industry
in Asia.

SECP initiates consultation
to revamp Mutual &
Pension Fund regimes

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) on
Monday published a
consultation paper,
suggesting various
alterations to the total
expense regime (TER) and
distribution paradigm for
mutual funds and pension
funds.

These suggestions aim
to reduce the burden on
retail investors, optimize
their returns, inculcate
better saving habits, and
increase retail penetration,
said a news release.

The consultation
paper is made available on
SECP’s website to solicit
public feedback and
comments from
stakeholders.

The paper reviews
the current regime in three
parts including the TER

framework for mutual
funds, the TER of pension
funds, and a review of
distribution models.

While evaluating the
current TER frameworks
for mutual and pension
funds, the paper suggests
alterations to reduce the
financial burden on
investors, enhance their
long-term returns, and
guarantee equity and
transparency in the
expenses of fund managers.

The problems that
have impeded the growth
of the distribution network
and affected retail
penetration are discussed
in the third part of the
paper. Further, it
recommends a
transformative framework
to revamp the distribution
model and improve its
usability and accessibility
for average investors.

Minister, WB team
discuss green tourism

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Minority Affairs Sardar
Ramesh Singh Arora held a
significant meeting on
Monday with a World
Bank team at his camp
office.

The meeting was
attended by Kiran Fazal
Butt, representing the
World Bank, along with the
team from the Tourism for
Economic Growth Project
while Secretary of Human
Rights Ali  Bahadur,
deputy secretary
minorities, PS Syed Sajjad

Imran Haider, and other
relevant persons were
also present.

During the meeting,
detailed discussions were
held on the topics of
minority religious tourism
and green tourism.
Furthermore, a five-year
strategic plan was also
discussed.

Provincial Minister
Ramesh Singh Arora said
that Pakistan’s cultural and
religious heritage holds a
unique position worldwide
and that it  should be
thoroughly promoted.

Zong launches
‘Doorstep
Delivery’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Zong 4G, the leading
telecommunication service
provider in Pakistan, on
Monday announced the
launch of its new “Online
Booking Portal and Home
Delivery Service”.

Zong is committed to
making digital services
accessible to all Pakistanis
by offering affordable and
convenient solutions.

The company’s focus
on affordability ensures
that everyone can benefit
from the power of
technology, while its
commitment to
convenience brings services
directly to the doorstep,
said a news release.

According to the
official spokesperson for
Zong 4G, “Keeping the
evolving demands of our
customers, Zong’s new
Online Booking Portal and
Home Delivery Service
innovates the customers
experience.

RCCI welcomes
interest rate cut
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) has welcomed the
reduction in interest rate
by the State Bank of
Pakistan.

In a statement issued
here today, the Acting
President of RCCI
Muhammad Hamza Sarosh
has lauded State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) for its
decision to reduce the
interest rate from 20.5% to
19.5%.

He said that the
reduction in interest rates
will increase business
activities.
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TOKYO: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Yoko Kamikawa address a press conference.

French minister says
foreign involvement not

ruled out in rail sabotage
north, Bordeaux in the
west and Strasbourg in
the east. Another attack
on the Paris-Marseille
line was foiled, SNCF
has said.

There has been no
immediate claim of re-
sponsibility.

“Wh o is  resp on -
sible? Either it’s from
within, or it’s been or-
dered from abroad, it’s
too early to say,” Inte-
r io r  Min is te r  Gera ld
Darmanin told France 2
television.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: France’s interior
minister said on Satur-
day he could not rule out
foreign involvement in
an attack that sabotaged
s igna l  s t a t i on s  an d
cables on the country’s
high-speed rail network,
causing travel chaos on
the opening day of the
Olympic Games.

Friday’s pre-dawn
attacks damaged infra-
structure along the lines
connecting Paris with
cities such as Lille in the

Five killed in Israeli
strike on Gaza camp

Iran’s Khamenei
grants Pezeshkian

presidential
powers

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iran’s supr-eme
leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei gave on Sunday
his official endorsement of
Dr Masoud Pezeshkian as
the country’s ninth presi-
dent, following snap elec-
tions won by the reformist
camp’s candidate.

In a message read by
the director of Khamenei’s
office, the supreme leader
said: “I endorse the vote
(for) the wise, honest,
popular and scholarly Mr
Pezeshkian, and I am ap-
pointing him as the presi-
dent of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.”

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: The civil
defence agency in Hamas-
run Gaza said an Israeli
strike Sunday hit tents at a
declared safe zone in the
Palestinian territory’s
south, killing at least five
people.

A witness said a new-
born was among the dead
in Al-Mawasi near Khan
Yunis city, where tens of
thousands of displaced Pal-
estinians have sought ref-
uge from the war, now near-
ing its 11th month. Since
Monday, Israeli forces have
operated in and around
Khan Yunis including in
parts of the coastal area of
Al-Mawasi.

Miriam al-Astal who
lives in Al-Mawasi said a
newborn baby was killed.
“We were sitting in the
tents... when suddenly we
heard an explosion,” she
said. “I swear” there was
no militant activity in the
area, she said.

Israel had warned on
Monday its forces would
“forcefully operate” in the
Khan Yunis area — from
which troops withdrew in
April — and on Saturday
the civil defence agency said
that 170 people have been
killed by the renewed fight-
ing and military operations.
The military said its latest
operations there were to
prevent rocket fire.

Yemenia
Airways to

resume flights
to Cairo and
India from

Yemen’s Sanaa
Monitoring Desk

CAIRO: Yemenia Air-
ways announced on Sun-
day that  commercial
flights from Yemen’s Sanaa
to Egypt and India will re-
sume starting Sunday
evening, Yemen’s state
news agency SABA said.

Return fl ights to
Cairo will operate once
daily, while flights to In-
d ia  wi l l  ru n  twice
weekly.

US upgrades military
command structure

in Japan

China’s foreign minister
warns Philippines over US

missile deployment

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: The United States
on Sunday announced
plans for a major revamp
of its military command in
Japan to deepen coordina-
tion with its ally’s forces,
as the two countries labelled
China the “greatest strate-
gic challenge” facing the re-
gion.

The announcement
followed security talks in
Tokyo between US
Secre-tary of State Antony
Blinken and Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin and
their respective Japanese
counterparts, Yoko
Kamikawa and Minoru
Kihara.

“The United States
will upgrade the US Forces
Japan to a joint force head-
quarters with expanded
missions and operational
responsibilities,” Austin
told reporters after the so-
called “2+2” talks.

“This will be the most
significant change to US

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi has
warned the Philippines over
the U.S. intermediate-range
missile deployment, saying
such a move could fuel re-
gional tensions and spark an
arms race.

The United States de-
ployed its Typhon missile
system to the Philippines
as part of joint military
drills earlier this year. It was
not fired during the exer-
cises, a Philippine military
official later said, without
giving details on how long
it would stay in the coun-
try. China-Philippines rela-
tions are now at a cross-
roads and dialogue and con-
sultation are the right way,
Wang told the Philippine
Foreign Secretary Enrique
Manalo on Friday during a
meeting in Vientiane, the
capital of Laos where top
diplomats of world powers
have gathered ahead of two
summits. Wang said rela-

tions between the countries
are facing challenges be-
cause the Philippines has
“repeatedly violated the
consensus of both sides and
its own commitments”, ac-
cording to a Chinese foreign
ministry statement.

“If the Philippines in-
troduces the U.S. interme-
diate-range missile system,
it will create tension and
confrontation in the region
and trigger an arms race,
which is completely not in
line with the interests and
wishes of the Filipino
people,” Wang said. The
Philippines’ military and its
foreign ministry did not im-
mediately respond to re-
quests for comment on
Wang’s remarks. China and
the Philippines are locked in
a confrontation in the South
China Sea and their encoun-
ters have grown more tense
as Beijing presses its claims
to disputed shoals in waters
within Manila’s its exclusive
economic zone.

Forces Japan since its cre-
ation and one of the stron-
gest improvements in our
military ties with Japan in
70 years.” The ministers
said in a joint statement that
the new command struc-
ture would be implemented
in parallel with Tokyo’s
own plans to establish a
joint command for its forces
by March 2025.

The overhaul is among
several measures taken to
address what the countries
said was an “evolving se-
curity environment”, noting
various threats from super-
power China. The state-
ment criticised what it
called Beijing’s “provoca-
tive” behaviour in the South
and East China Seas, joint
military exercises with
Russia and the rapid expan-
sion of its nuclear weapons
arsenal. Beijing’s “foreign
policy seeks to reshape the
international order for its
own benefit at the expense
of others.”

Western powers, UN warn
Tel Aviv against escalation

Monitoring Desk
MAJDAL SHAMS: While
Israeli Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant on Sunday
vowed to “hit the enemy
hard”, raising fears that the
Gaza conflict will spread
after a rocket attack on
Golan Heights, the Euro-
pean Union as well as Leba-
non called for an indepen-
dent probe into what hap-
pened.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres and the
Western powers, including
the US, Britain France and
Germany condemned the
attack and appealed for
calm, as Iran warned Israel
any new military “adven-
tures” in Lebanon could
lead to “unforeseen conse-
quences”.

Israel’s army called it
“the deadliest attack on Is-
raeli civilians” since Octo-
ber 2023 and blamed
Lebanon’s Hezbollah
movement for firing the
rocket but the Iran-backed
group that has targeted Is-
raeli military positions in
the past in response to ille-

gal occupation of territory
and unabated strikes on
Palestinians said it had “no
connection” to the latest
incident.

The rocket hit Majdal
Shams, whose population
are Arabic-speaking Druze.
Many residents of the
Druze town have not ac-
cepted Israeli nationality
since Israel seized the
Golan Heights from Syria
in 1967.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, who re-
turned early from the US
and went immediately into
a security cabinet meeting,
said: “Hezbollah will pay a
heavy price” for the attack,
“a price it has not paid be-
fore”. Earlier, Netanyahu
had told the US Congress
that Israel would do “what-
ever it must” to secure its
northern border.

Blaming Hezbollah for
“crossing all red lines”, Is-
rael said it hit Hezbollah
targets “both deep inside
Lebanese territory and in
southern Lebanon”.

Syria denounced

Hungary’s Orban says
Russia stands to gain as

‘irrational’ West loses power
Monitoring Desk

BUDAPEST: Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said on Saturday
Russia’s leadership was
“hyper rational” and that
Ukraine would never be
able to fulfil its hopes of
becoming a member of the
European Union or
NATO.

Orban, a nationalist in
power since 2010, made
the comments during a
speech in which he fore-
cast a shift in global power
away from the “irrational”
West towards Asia and
Russia.

“In the next long de-
cades, maybe centuries,
Asia will be the dominant
centre of the world,”
Orban said, mentioning
China, India, Pakistan and
Indonesia as the world’s
future big powers.

“And we Westerners
pushed the Russians into

this bloc as well,” he said
in the televised speech be-
fore ethnic Hungarians at a
festival in the town of
Baile Tusnad in
neighbouring Romania.

Orban, whose coun-
try currently holds the ro-
tating EU presidency, has
sharply differed from the
rest of the bloc by seeking
warmer ties with Beijing
and Moscow, and he an-
gered some EU leaders
when he went on surprise
visits to Kyiv, Moscow
and Beijing this month for
talks on the war in
Ukraine.

He said that in con-
trast to the “weakness” of
the West, Russia’s posi-
tion in world affairs was
rational and predictable,
saying the country had
shown economic flexibility
in adapting to Western
sanctions since it invaded
Crimea in 2014.

Israel’s “false accusations”
against Hezbollah and said
Israel was looking for “pre-
texts to enlarge its aggres-
sion”. Also, Iran’s foreign
ministry spokesman
Nasser Kanani warned Is-
rael “any ignorant action of
the Zionist regime can lead
to the broadening of the
scope of instability, insecu-
rity and war in the region”
and Israel would be then
responsible for “the unfore-
seen consequences and re-
actions to such stupid
behaviour”.

In a statement on X,
Lebanon’s Foreign Minis-
ter Abdallah Bou Habib on
Sunday called for an “in-
ternational investigation or
a meeting of the tripartite
committee held through
UNIFIL to know the
truth” about who was re-
sponsible for the attack and
“called for the complete
and comprehensive appli-
cation” of UN Security
Council Resolution 1701
that ended a 2006 war be-
tween Israel and
Hezbollah.

No one has full
picture of airport

assault, says
Manchester mayor

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: New footage has
surfaced showing the alleged
assault of three police offic-
ers at Manchester airport,
followed by an officer kick-
ing a man in the head. The
chaotic scenes, captured in
the video obtained by the
Manchester Evening News,
depict an officer kicking and
stamping on the head of a
man lying face down on the
floor. A Greater Manchester
Police (GMP) officer was
suspended after the video
was widely shared on social
media, sparking protests in
Rochdale and Manchester
city centre. The Independent
Office for Police Conduct
(IOPC) announced that the
officer is now under criminal
investigation for assault. The
next steps involve determin-
ing whether to refer the case
to the Crown Prosecution
Service and deciding if the
officer should face disciplin-
ary proceedings.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi presides over the 4th senate meeting
of the University of Agriculture D.I.Khan at Governor House.

Chairs 18th Senate meeting of Gomal University

Governor stresses for improvement
in quality of education, finance

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi on Monday chaired
the 18th Senate meeting of
Gomal University Dera
Ismail Khan here at
Governor House and
stressed the administration
of the varsity to bring
improvement in quality of
education and in finance.

During the meeting,
the annual budgets for the
fiscal years 2023-24 and
2024-25 were
conditionally approved,
subject to a re-evaluation
by the Senate’s standing
committee.

Governor Faisal

Karim Kundi on this
occasion issued directives
to all universities to
conduct a third-party audit
within six months.

He advised Gomal
University to complete its
third-party audit process
within two months instead
of one and to inform the
Chancellor ’s Office in
writing.

The Governor also
directed for details
regarding the university’s
solarization plan.

An allocation of 80
million rupees has been set
aside for this purpose,
with 40 million rupees
provided by the Higher

Education Commission
(HEC) and the remaining
amount to be covered by
the university’s own
resources, briefed the
Governor.

“A total of 480
million rupees is required
for the complete
solarization of the
university.”

The Governor
emphasized the need to
make every effort to secure
the necessary funds and
mentioned discussions
with State Life Insurance
to develop a scheme for
universities.

He urged Gomal
University administration

to provide the required
information promptly to
facilitate the process and
set an example for other
institutions.

He said that technical
issues were noted in the
budget preparation, and
the committee will review
the transparency of the
statistics.Governor Faisal
Kundi stressed that the
university should
contribute regularly to its
pension fund, noting a
current need of 1.7 billion
rupees solely for pension
payments. He expressed
the desire for universities
to become self-reliant and
increase their resources.

British High Commissioner,
Governor discuss climate
change, bilateral issues

KP assembly passes
Provincial Ombudsman
(Amendment) Bill 2024

Independent Report
LAHORE: The British
High Commissioner to
Pakistan Jane Marriott
called on Governor of
Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan and discussed
ways to strengthening
bilateral relations and
tackling challenges of
climate change during a
meeting at the Governor’s
House here on Monday.

Governor Sardar
Saleem Haider said
Pakistan attaches great
importance to relations
with Britain, adding that
the British government’s
cooperation in education,
health, social and other
sector is commendable.

He said climate
change is a global issue,
stressing despite having
minimum contribution in
carbon emissions climate,
Pakistan has suffered a lot
due to climate change. He
said that climate change is

also having adverse effect
on the agricultural sector of
the country.

Sardar Saleem Haider
Khan said federal and
provincial governments are
working on various
projects to deal with the
issue of climate challenge.
He said Pakistan has
plenty of renewable energy
resources. He said that
there is a need to bring
people towards solar
energy to deal with the
energy crisis.The Governor
informed the British High
Commissioner about the
efforts to solarize the
Governor House Lahore
and universities of Punjab.

He hailed the British
government for the water
management program
started in different districts
of Punjab.

British High
Commissioner Jane
Marriott, speaking on the
occasion.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Assembly on
Monday passed the
Provincial Ombudsman
(Amendment) Bill 2024
while Khyber KP Zakat
and Ushr (Amendment)
Bill 2024, the Provincial
Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Bill 2024,
and the KP Police
(Amendment) Bill 2024
were introduced in the
house.

Assembly Secretariat
Employees Terms and
Conditions of Service Bill
2024 was also presented.
The passage of the
Provincial Ombudsman
(Amendment) Bill aims to
enhance accountability in
the province. The bill,
introduced by Law
Minister Aftab Alam,
passed with a majority
vote. It stipulates that the
Ombudsman will serve a
three-year term, with a
maximum age limit of 60
years, and will have the
authority to address

corruption complaints
from citizens.

The KP Zakat and
Ushr (Amendment) Bill
2024 facilitates the
collection of Ushr from
landowners, lessees, or
occupants. The Assembly
Secretariat Employees
Terms and Conditions of
Service Bill 2024 was
referred to the Select
Committee, chaired by Law
Minister Aftab Alam, with
the Deputy Speaker and
Advocate General as
members.

The government
proposed amendments to
the Police Act 2017,
including changes in the
recruitment process for
Assistant Sub-Inspectors
and increasing the quota for
police martyrs’ families
from 5% to 12.5%.

The Assembly also
adopted several
resolutions. PPP
Parliamentary Leader
Ahmad Kundi highlighted
the deteriorating law and
order situation.

PESHAWAR. Activists of Human Rights
Association hold protest outside PPC.

Investigation into Janikhel
incident referred to KP
Standing Committee

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly has referred the
investigation into the Jani
Khel incident, in which
four people were killed, to
the Standing Committee.

The Assembly
session, presided over by
Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati, began with a delay
of two and a half hours.

During the session,
MPA Adnan Khan of the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F)
party questioned the
Home Department about
the 2021 incident in Jani
Khel, Bannu, where four
bodies were found.

He inquired about the
actions taken since the
agreement made with the
then-Chief Minister but
received an unsatisfactory
response from the
department.

Adnan Khan
demanded that the matter

be referred to the Standing
Committee, citing the
government’s lack of
concrete steps to address
the issue. Law Minister
Aftab Alam clarified that
the agreement was made
with the district
administration, not the
Chief Minister, and a
package was announced for
the affected families.

Provincial Minister
for Public Health
mentioned that talks with
the affected families were
planned and a package
would be announced soon.
Adnan Khan persisted in
his request for the matter
to be referred to the
Standing Committee.

Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati emphasized the
importance of addressing
the security concerns of
lawmakers and suggested
forming a committee to
tackle these issues.

Court adjourns hearing
of Punjab Assembly

illegal recruitment case
LAHORE (APP): An anti-
corruption court on
Monday adjourned the
hearing of the Punjab
Assembly illegal
recruitment case until
September 4 and gave a
final opportunity to former
chief minister Punjab
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi to
appear on the next date of
the hearing.  Anti-
Corruption Court Judge
Safdar Ali Bhatti conducted
the proceedings during
which accused Muhammad
Khan Bhatti was produced

after being brought from
jail.

The other accused
who were on bail also
appeared and marked their
attendance.  A counsel on
behalf of Chaudhry Parvez
Elahi submitted an
exemption application,
stating that his client had
not recovered from a
fracture yet and that
doctors had advised him to
rest.  He pleaded with the
court to exempt Parvez
Elahi from personal
appearance for one day.

US Deputy Chief Mission
appreciates formation of

Youth Assembly
MULTAN (APP):  US
Deputy Chief of Mission
Andrew Schofer
apprecia ted  the
format ion of Youth
Assembly at Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif University
of Agriculture Multan
and stated that  youth
were future of Pakistan
and it could play role in
promotion of civic, social
jus t ice and gender
equality.

He said this while
addressing ceremony of
Youth Assembly, held

under auspices of
“HumAhang” at  local
hotel on Monday. The US
deputy chief of mission
also lauded the active role
of the varsity.

He hoped that youth
assembly would surely
play i ts  role for
professional success by
shaping minds of the
students. He also pledged
that US would continue to
support such initiatives.

Andrew Schofer
stated that he was first
time visiting Multan.

Intense
rains, RCB

personnel put
on high alert

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi Cantonment
Board has put its filed
personnel on high alert after
the city has witnessed intense
rain with gusty winds on
Monday. Since the MET
Office has predicted more rain
during the current monsoon
spell in Punjab province, the
RCB’s filed teams have been
tasked to be vigilantly prepared
to respond with full magnitude.
Rawalpindi Cantonment
Board’s CEO Syed Ali Irfan
Rizvi had issued instructions
to all the officers to stay in the
field in this regard.

IGP releases
Rs2m for
medical

treatment
LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Punjab Dr Usman
Anwar on Monday
released over Rs2 million
for providing medical
facilities to police
employees in Lahore as
well as other districts.

According to the
details provided by the
IGP office, Constable Shifa
Ullah Khan from DG Khan
was granted Rs500,000 for
knee and leg surgery; Office
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Muhammad Shafiq Awan
Rs500,000.
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari being briefed about the Benazir Income Support Program
(BISP) by Chairperson BISP, Mrs. Rubina Khalid at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Patricia Scotland, Secretary General of the Common-
wealth of Nations in a group photograph during visit the National Emergen-
cies Operation Center (NEOC) at NDMA Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to PM on Climate Change, Romina Khurshid
Alam chairing first meeting of Prime Minister’s Committee on COP 29.

ISLAMABAD: Police personals stands alert and check-
ing vehicles at police check post on Srinagar Highway
due to security high alert in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri, Chairperson Senate Functional Committee on Human
Rights presiding over a meeting of the committee at Parliament Lodges.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Bar Council through
its Directorate of Legal Education (DLE) and the
Higher Education Commission of Pakistan signed
a Memorandum of Understanding. The ceremony
attended by Minister for Law & Justice Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar and Chairman Higher Educa-
tion Commission Dr. Mukhtar.

President for enhanced BISP
outreach, number of beneficiaries

Robust plan must to showcase
Pakistan’s resilience-building
initiatives at COP29: Romina

Senate Committee on
Human Rights meets

HEC, PBC collaborate
to uplift quality of

legal education

Islamabad Police ensures
safe travel during rain

22 outlaws held, narcotics,
weapons with ammunition

recovered
IESCO for adopting

precautionary measures
in rainy season

PTA carries
crackdown on
illegal issuance

of SIMs in 5 cities
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) Zonal
Offices Lahore, Faisalabad
and Peshawar have con-
ducted a series of raids
against franchisees cellular
companies, located in
Rawalpindi, Sargodha,
KotMomin, Kohat and
Hangu.

The franchisees were
reportedly involved in the
illegal issuance of SIMs,
often associated with crimi-
nal activities such as fraud,
identity theft, and other il-
licit operations.

During the raids, the
FIA seized 4 laptops, 1 PC,
12 BVS devices, active
SIMs, mobile phones, hard
disks, original CNICs with
photocopies and soft cop-
ies of Afghan passports
and POR cards. Fifteen
persons working for the
franchisees were arrested
on the spot and FIRs have
been registered by the
agency, said a news release.

CDA, EOBI
collaborate on
mega commercial

projects in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Capital Development
Authority (CDA) and the
Employees’ Old-Age Ben-
efits Institution (EOBI)
have agreed to collaborate
on mega commercial
projects in Islamabad.

The partnership aims
to enhance revenue genera-
tion and contribute to the
city’s development.

During a meeting be-
tween CDA Chairman
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
and EOBI Chairman
Khaqan Murtaza, on Mon-
day, various commercial ini-
tiatives and projects were
discussed.

EOBI chairman ex-
pressed keen interest in in-
vesting in these projects,
recognizing their potential
for substantial returns.

Chairman CDA said
the collaboration will ex-
plore new avenues for in-
vestment and development
within Islamabad, with
CDA sharing a basket of
projects with EOBI for fu-
ture collaboration. This stra-
tegic partnership marks a
pivotal step towards en-
hancing the infrastructure
and economic landscape of
Islamabad, reflecting a
shared commitment to
progress and prosperity.

NHMP launches
Radio FM 95 in

3 major cities
ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
spector General of National
Highway and Motorway
Police (NHMP) Salman
Chaudhry on Monday an-
nounced launch of Radio
FM 95 transmission in
three major cities including
Nowshera, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sargodha
Punjab and Jamshoro for
Sindh.

According to him, the
initiative was a significant
milestone in promoting
road safety education
among commuters on na-
tional highways.

He said since its incep-
tion, Radio FM 95 has been
broadcasting informative
and engaging content, in-
cluding road safety tips.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday underscored
the need for enhancing the
outreach of the Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP) as well as the num-
ber of beneficiaries for the
uplift of underprivileged
sections of society.

The President ex-
pressed these views during
a briefing given by the
Chairperson Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP), Mrs Rubina
Khalid, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

He asked the Chair-
person of BISP to establish
an office at Gwadar so that

the deserving people of the
area could benefit from the
Programme. Taking note of
the 0.45% service charges
by the banks from BISP
cardholders, the president
said that the service charges
needed to be waived off,
and in this regard, the State
Bank of Pakistan should be
approached to ask banks for
opening accounts for BISP
beneficiaries.

He said that the new
payment system would also
protect BISP beneficiaries
from exploitation. He also
called for engaging donors and
the private sector to support
BISP in its endeavours to

provide scholarships to the
maximum number of deserv-
ing students.

During the briefing, the
President was informed
about the core initiatives
taken by BISP, including the
Benazir Kafalat Program,
Benazir Taleemi Wazaif
Program, BISP Scholar-
ships for Undergraduates
Program and Benazir
Nashounuma Program.
Chairperson BISP in-
formed that Rs 598.718 bil-
lion had been allocated for
BISP during the ongoing fis-
cal year. She said that
Benazir Kafalat was the
flagship program of BISP,

providing unconditional
cash transfers to eligible
women and transgender
persons across Pakistan. It
was highlighted that Rs 461
billion had been allocated
for the Benazir Kafalat
Program, during FY 2024-
25, for 9.3 million eligible
families.

In order to enhance
school enrolment and pro-
vide education to children
from low-income house-
holds, she informed that Rs
77.18 billion had been allo-
cated for the Benazir
Taleemi Wazaif which
would benefit 9.7 million
children.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Following
the special directions of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad, Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, Islamabad Po-
lice officers are performing
their duties in the field re-
garding cautious driving
and road safety during the
rains in the federal capital.

The recent spells of
intermittent rain continue
in Islamabad. Despite the
rain and harsh weather,
police officers are provid-
ing awareness to citizens
about road safety and cau-
tious driving during con-

struction work at various
locations in the city and
provide every possible as-
sistance to ensure the best
travel facilities. The citi-
zens praised this initiative
of Islamabad Police, stat-
ing that Islamabad Police
plays a key role in pre-
venting traffic accidents
and maintaining an inte-
grated traffic system in the
city.

The citizens are
urged to follow traffic laws
and ensure the safety of
their own and others’ lives
by driving cautiously dur-
ing the rains.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Police apprehended 22 out-
laws from different areas of
the city during the last 24
hours beside recovering
narcotics and weapons
from their possession.

A public relations of-
ficer on Monday said that
in response to the special
directions of Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, the Islamabad Police
has intensified crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments in order to eliminate
the crime from the city.

Following these direc-
tions, the Aabpara police
team arrested two accused
namely Arain Zafar and
Umer Hussain and recov-
ered  600 gram hashish and
one 30 bore pistol from
their possession. The Sec-
retariat police team arrested
an accused namely Ikram
and recovered one dagger
from his possession.

Likewise, the

Margalla police team ar-
rested two accused namely
Arshad Mehmood and Iram
Shahzad and recovered two
30 bore pistols from their
possession. The Sumbal
police team arrested an ac-
cused namely Kashif and
recovered one 30 bore pis-
tol from his possession.

Similarly, the Shams
Colony police team ar-
rested two accused namely
Waris and Tahir Mehmood
and recovered one 30 bore
pistol and one dagger from
their possession. The In-
dustrial Area police team
arrested an accused namely
Waseem and recovered two
30 bore pistols from their
possession. Moreover, the
Khanna police team ar-
rested an accused namely
Muhammad Babar and re-
covered 1000 gram heroin
from his possession. The
Kirpa police team arrested
two accused namely
Saqlain and Hassan Irshad
involved in illegally filling
gas cylinders.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Meeting of the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Human
Rights, chaired by Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri, was
held at the Parliament
Lodges and attended by
Senator Mohammad
Humayun Mohmand, Sena-
tor Poonjo Bheel, Senator
Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy
Taimur, Senator Syed Ali
Zafar, Senator Jam Saifullah
Khan, the Federal Minister
for Law, Justice, and Human
Rights, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, the Secretary
of the Ministry of Human
Rights (MoHR), and senior
officials from the affiliated
Ministry.

The committee mem-
bers engaged in a compre-
hensive briefing on the main
functions, workings, and in-
stitutions of human rights.
It was informed that there
are seven human rights in-
stitutions, namely the Na-
tional Commission for Hu-
man Rights, the National
Commission on the Status
of Women, the National
Commission on the Rights
of the Child, the Zainab Alert
Response and Recovery
Agency, the Child Protection
Institute, Islamabad, the
Council on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
and the Senior Citizens
Council, with the latter four
based in Islamabad.

Additionally, the meet-
ing included a briefing on so-
cial welfare centers and de-
velopment projects planned
for the year 2024-25. The
committee members in-
quired about the legal pro-
cess for women in jail. The
Federal Minister for Human
Rights, Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar, explained that
the National Commission
has a mandate different
from legal aid, which is not
their responsibility. Legal aid
is available for deserving
candidates who apply for it.
A district committee, headed
by a designated official, en-
sures prisoners are kept in a
reasonable environment as
per jail mandates and for-
wards their reports to the
government.

While briefing on major
achievements, Senator Tarar
informed the members about
the launch of the AWAZ app
for reporting human rights
violations on Android. This
app is linked to the Prime
Minister’s office and is
available for 18 hours a
day, making it convenient
for citizens. MoHR offi-
cials also reported on the
monitoring of human
rights violation cases, the
National Action Plan for
Human Rights, and the
awareness activities, train-
ing sessions, and workshops
conducted by MoHR.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to Prime Min-
ister on Climate Change
Romina Khurshid Alam
said that all-out efforts
would be taken to project
Pakistan’s climate vulner-
ability and resilience-build-
ing measures in different
socio-economic sectors,
particularly agriculture,
water, energy, health, edu-
cation and gender.

Chairing the first meet-
ing of the Prime Minister’s
Committee on the 29the
session of the Conference
of Parties (COP 29) here on
Monday, she urged the
meeting participants to
come with a concrete plan
in close coordination with
relevant federal and provin-
cial departments to show-

case Pakistan’s resilience-
building initiatives being
implemented by federal
government and provinces.

The meeting focused
on preparations for the
country’s active participa-
tion in the upcoming
COP29, a UN-led annual
global climate summit,
which is scheduled to kick
off from from 11 to 22 No-
vember 2024 at Baku,
Azerbaijan’s capital. “We
must come up with a well-
thought out plan to show-
case the country’s resil-
ience-building measures
with own resources and
highlight the finance, tech-
nology and capacity-build-
ing needs to strengthen fur-
ther the country’s resilience
against myriad climate risks

through adaptation and
mitigation measures,” she
urged the meeting partici-
pants. She pointed out that
global community is very
much cognisiant of the fact
that Pakistan is among the
few countries most affected
by climate change, facing
climate change-caused chal-
lenges like recurring and in-
tensifying flooding,
heatwaves and shifting
monsoon patterns.

“But, there is press-
ing need for the country to
emphasise the need for fi-
nancial and technical sup-
port needed to cope with
these vulnerabilities, pro-
tect lives and livelihoods of
the communities and socio-
economic sectors,” Romina
Khurshid Alam Suggested.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Bar Council
(PBC) through its Director-
ate of Legal Education
(DLE) and the Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC)
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding on Monday
to streamline efforts to up-
lift the standard and qual-
ity of legal education in the
country. The signing cer-
emony was attended by the
Federal Minister for Law &
Justice Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar and Chairman
HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed.

Members of PBC in-
cluding Syed Amjad Shah,
Hassan Raza Pasha,
Haroon Rashid, Director
(DLE) Barrister Usama
Malik and Director
(Admn./Litigation) HEC
Tariq Iqbal were also
present at the occasion. The
MoU was signed by Prof.
Dr. Anwar Gilani, Consult-
ant (Quality Assurance)
HEC and Barrister Usama
Malik. It aims to enhance
collaboration to revamp the
syllabus and quality of
LLB graduates in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(IESCO) has advised
power consumers to
adopt precautionary
measures during the
rainy season as little
negligence can cause fa-
tal incidents.

“As the incessant
rains continue in the en-
tire IESCO’s Regions, the
risk of electrical acci-
dents becomes more
prominent,” IESCO
Chief Director Opera-
tion Muhammad Aslam
Khan told here Monday.

The IESCO re-
quested esteemed cus-
tomers to take neces-
sary precautions to en-
sure their safety during
rainfall and keep proper
and safe distance from
electrical installations
like transformers, elec-
tric wires, poles and

meters during the rain.
Never touch electrical
appliances with wet
hands when your body
is wet.

He said to prevent
personal and property
damage from short cir-
cuits, ensure old and
faulty wiring is re-
paired. Do not keep elec-
trical appliances on
standby position, avoid
ironing clothes bare-
foot, use rope instead of
metal wire to hang
clothes, and do not use
metal wires for drying
clothes, he said.

He said that never
touch broken electrical
wires and never tie ani-
mals to electric poles or
under transformers.

Additionally, line
staff must adhere to all
safety equipment and
precautionary measures
during their work.

Gilani expresses govt’s desire to
expand bilateral relations with UK

LONDON (APP): Chair-
man Senate Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani on Monday
said that Pakistan greatly
values its bilateral relations
with United Kingdom (UK)
and desires to further ex-
pand the bilateral relations
to new levels for mutual
benefit.

The Chairman Senate
expressed these views in a
meeting here with Speaker
of the House of Commons
Lindsay Hoyle during his
visit to the UK.

The Chairman Senate,
along with a delegation of
Senators, is visiting UK to
explore opportunities for
further strengthening bilat-
eral, multilateral and insti-
tutional cooperation in di-
verse sectors.

Chairman Senate was
accompanied by Senators
Agha Shahzeb Durrani,
Faisal Salim Rehman,
Ashraf Ali Jatoi and Mem-
bers of the National Assem-
bly, Syed Abdul Qadir
Gilani and Syed Qasim Ali
Gilani.

In his opening remarks,
the Chairman Senate high-
lighted the historical and
cultural ties that both sides
have enjoyed since long and
said that the historical bond
between the two has paved
the way for deepening po-
litical, diplomatic, eco-
nomic ties and people to
people contacts.

He further observed
that these ties were further
strengthened by Pakistani

diaspora, which was acting
as a bridge between Paki-
stan and UK, thus provid-
ing solid foundation for a
dynamic and prosperous
partnership.

He said that our his-
toric legacy, shared values
and mutual goodwill were
the ingredients for a strong
partnership between Paki-
stan and UK.

The Chairman Senate
also acknowledged the sig-
nificance of broad based
parliamentary cooperation
and said that Pakistan at-
tached great importance to
parliamentary diplomacy.

He said that sharing
democratic experiences and
learning democratic values
was central to Common-
wealth, as a family of na-
tions.  Both Pakistan and
the UK enjoy excellent co-
operation at Common-
wealth level and Pakistan
was playing an active role
on this important platform.
“As the representatives
and voices of our people I
believe we have a singular
responsibility in acting as
bridges between our
peoples and institutions of
governance”, Chairman
Senate observed.

The meeting also dis-
cussed Enhanced Strategic
Dialogue (ESD) between
Pakistan and the United
Kingdom, which was estab-
lished in 2011.  The ESD
serves as the institutional
mechanism guiding Paki-
stan-UK bilateral relations.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that ESD was initiated
in 2011 during the tenure
of Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani, as  the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan.  The
meeting discussed that En-
hance Strategic Dialogue
may be converted into En-
hanced strategic partner-
ship.

The Chairman Senate
also highlighted the issue
of Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK). He said that Pa-
kistan valued British MPs
role in highlighting human
right abuses in IIOJK, in
the UK Parliament.

Regarding Gaza, the
Chairman Senate said that
Pakistan was making all
possible efforts through
the relevant forums to
bring an end to atrocities
in Gaza. He also called
upon UK to raise its voice
against the human rights
violations.

During the meeting, the
Chairman Senate said that
interaction and exchange of
views between the parlia-
mentary leadership and the
parliamentarians was a sig-
nificant step towards
broadening, deepening, di-
versifying and augmenting
inter parliamentary rela-
tions.

He proposed to main-
tain the momentum of high
level visits, and exchange
more frequently between
the two government, par-
liaments and peoples.

ICT admin cracks down
on dengue violators:

arrests 4, seals 3 outlets
ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
determined effort to com-
bat the spread of dengue,
the Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) administra-
tion has intensified op-
erations, resulting in the
arrest of four individuals
and the closure of three
businesses for violations of
standard operating proce-
dures (SoPs) set by the
government.

According to the
spokesman of ICT admin-
istration, the authority has
ramped up their anti-den-
gue campaign, with sig-
nificant actions taken in
Sector F-7.

The Assistant Com-

missioner (AC) City led an
operation that resulted in
the arrest of four individu-
als.

These arrests were
made due to continuous
violations of the Stan-
dard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) designed to
curb the spread of dengue.

Three business outlets
were also shut down for
failing to implement the re-
quired anti-dengue mea-
sures. These closures are
part of a broader effort to
ensure compliance with
health regulations aimed at
preventing the breeding of
dengue-carrying mosqui-
toes.

Naval Chief takes up
maritime security

during Romania visit
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf
paid an official visit to Ro-
mania and held a joint
meeting with the Chief of
Defence Staff of Romania
and the Chief of the Ro-
manian Navy.

According to an ISPR
statement released on
Monday, they discussed
issues relating to regional
maritime security and sta-
bility, bilateral military co-
operation and profes-
sional matters of mutual
interest.

Besides, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf also deliv-

ered a lecture on the “Joint
Maritime Defence” at the
National Defense Univer-
sity of Romania.

Expressing his views
on the joint role of naval
forces in resolving issues
in the maritime domain, he
stressed the need for col-
lective efforts by the na-
val forces to enforce law
at the sea.

The recent visit of
the Naval Chief to Ro-
mania will further pro-
mote and expand rela-
tions between the two
countries in general and
naval forces in particu-
lar.


