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PM wants expansion of bilateral trade between
Pakistan, Tajikistan through enhanced connectivity

PM Shahbaz, President Emomali vow to further strengthen Pakistan-Tajikistan ties
DUSHANBE (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday stressed
upon expansion of bilateral
trade between Pakistan and
Tajikistan as the current
volume did not reflect the
current level of brotherly
relationship between the
two countries.

Addressing a presser
along with President of
Tajikistan Emomali
Rahmon, the prime minis-
ter said that today, they had
signed a number of MoUs
which would be very help-
ful in furthering their bilat-
eral ties.

The prime minister es-
pecially mentioned the

agreement over strategic
partnership.

“These agreements will
go a long way in furthering
our brotherly ties and of
course, expanding our scope
of cooperation in the com-
ing days,” he added.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also assured
Tajik president that he
would work closely with
him to further cement the
brotherly ties not only in
fields of agriculture, educa-
tion, health and promotion
of investment but also in
expansion of bilateral trade.

He underlined that the
both countries required to
work closely and fix targets
as how to increase their bi-

lateral trade and investment,
citing transportation of
goods from port of Karachi
to Tajikistan via Afghani-
stan and then from
Dushanbe to Karachi port
via Afghanistan through a
rail-road connectivity
project. The prime minis-
ter termed this existing op-
portunity as ‘an area of
huge economic importance
for both countries’.

The prime minister ap-
prised that he had very
fruitful and productive one-
on-one meeting with the
Tajik president, besides
holding delegation level
meetings in which they dis-
cussed to explore trade and
investment opportunities.

He said Pakistan would
be keen to be a part of
China, Tajikistan and Af-
ghanistan trade corridor
project, adding ‘it would be
another opportunity to
broaden the multilateral
trade’ in the region.

He also expressed the
confidence that the CASA
1000, would be completed
soon, bringing prosperity in
this region.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif also referred
to another MoU pertaining
to relaxation of visas re-
quirements and said that it
would be very helpful for
both countries in further
achieving their goals.

The prime minister

said the two brotherly coun-
tries had been the victims
of terrorism; Pakistan faced
this menace for years and
paid a huge price in terms
of human lives and of
course, suffered from co-
lossal economic losses to
the tune of billions of dol-
lars. Thousands of people
from all walks of life laid
down their lives to defeat
the menace of terrorism, he
said, adding the armed
forces of Pakistan had been
fighting this menace and its
officers and Jawans gave
huge sacrifices in the line of
duty, besides police and
other law enforcement
agencies personnel also ren-
dered huge sacrifices.

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the media in a press
conference in Qasr-e-Millat, Dushanbe.

Law and justice have to be
relied upon for sake of

justice: CJP
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa has re-
marked constitution and
law have to be relied upon
for the sake of justice.

“We have to rely on
law and constitution for
sake of justice. Supreme
Court (SC) decisions are
based on justice. In every
decision the constitution
was followed. Some judges
will be wise. I am not so
much wise. Let Pakistan tread
on the path of constitution
once, CJP gave these remarks
during the hearing of case re-
lated to reserved seats of
Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC)
Tuesday.

Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah remarked we cannot
close the eyes. If we can-

not see the entire picture
then what we have to do
with the powers of full jus-
tice. We all know that so
many independent candi-
dates succeeded in polls by
showing their affiliation
with PTI. Justice Munib
Akhtar remarked parlia-
mentary system is based on
political parties. The ques-
tion is this the independent
candidates in such large
number came from where.
Did the people elect them
as independent on their
own. Did the Election Com-
mission (EC) not declare
these people independent. If
it has been done so then
should the court not correct
this mistake. Should that le-
gal option be not adopted
which corrects this mistake.

On one side it is being said
EC is constitutional institu-
tion which can do every
thing. EC has official corre-
spondence with assembly
secretariat. EC is accepting
members of SIC. How can
EC change its stance on the
matter of reserved seats.

Justice Athar Minallah
remarked Attorney General
it is not simple appeal. It is
case of rights of people. You
want we declare the misin-
terpretation of EC correct.
This has been proved EC
has misinterpreted court’s
decision. You want we re-
vive doctrine of necessity.

Justice Ayesha Malik
remarked as to why EC is
not accepting SIC as politi-
cal party after accepting it
as parliamentary party.

All political parties need
to join hands for economic,
political stability: President

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has said that all political
parties will have to work
together for economic, po-
litical stability and address-
ing the problems being
faced by the country.

He stated this while
talking to former federal
minister and senior leader
of Awami National Party
(ANP) Ghulam Ahmed
Bilour who called on him in
Islamabad on Tuesday.

During the meeting,
overall political, security
and law and order situation
of the country came under

discussion.
President Asif Ali

Zardari emphasized that all
political parties need to
work together for economic
and political stability and
addressing the country’s
problems.

Consultation and con-
sensus with all political
parties on important na-
tional issues is inevitable,
he added.

ANP leader Ghulam
Ahmad Bilour congratu-
lated Asif Zardari on as-
suming the o ffice  o f
President for the second
time.

ISLAMABAD: Former Federal Minister and senior leader of the Awami Na-
tional Party, Mr Ghulam Ahmed Bilour, called on President Asif Ali Zardari,
at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

DUSHANBE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif meets Prime Minister of Tajikistan H.E.
Qahir Rasulzada at the airport in Tajikistan.

PM Shehbaz lays wreath at
Ismail Somoni monument

DUSHANBE (APP):Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday laid a wreath at the
monument of Tajikistan’s
national hero Ismail
Somoni, short after his ar-
rival for a two-day visit
here.

Ismail Somoni is re-
garded as the historic figure
of Central Asia and a hero
of Tajikistan, who ruled
Tajikistan and Khorasan
region in 9th and 10th cen-
tury, and brought about
immense development to
the Tajik nation.

Earlier, as the prime
minister arrived at the
Dushanbe airport, he was
received by Tajik Prime Min-

ister Kokhir Rasulzoda, En-
ergy Minister Daler Juma,
Deputy Foreign Minister
Farrukh Sharifzoda, Tajik
Ambassador in Islamabad
Yousuf Sharifzoda and
Pakistan’s Ambassador in
Dushanbe Saeed Sarwar and
senior diplomatic officers.

The prime minister is
accompanied by a delega-
tion comprising Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign  Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar,
Defence Min is ter
Khawaja Muhammad Asif,
Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister Attaullah
Tarar and Special Assistant
to the PM Tariq Fatemi. ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony

Chaudhry Salik Hussain addressing a meeting of leading scholars and reli-
gious leaders at the Council of Islamic Ideology

Ch. Salik says

Ulema’s role indispensable for promoting
unity, brotherhood, peace in country

Minister Salik high-
lighted that the remaining
roots of extremism and
radicalism in the country
were close to being eradi-
cated.

The CII Chairman, Dr
Raghib Naeemi, presented
the consensus declaration
of the meeting. He stated
that the “Azm-e-Istihkam”
initiative would not only
strengthen the National
Action Plan but also
achieve the desired out-
comes for peace. He em-
phasized the need to dis-
seminate the Code of Con-
duct of the “Paigham-e-Pa-
kistan” from the pulpit
and niche, ensuring it

reaches the very fabric of
society.

Additionally, he said
promoting a separate code
of conduct specifically
for Muharram-ul-Haram
was crucial, a responsi-
b i l i ty  t h at  re s t s  with
the religious scholars and
leaders.

Dr. Raghib said the
declaration underscored
the importance of uphold-
ing the Constitution, re-
specting the basic rights of
every citizen, venerating
Islamic sanctities, and tak-
ing genuine steps to eradi-
cate hate speech, violence,
prejudice, sectarianism, and
extremism.

I S L A M A B A D ( I N P ) :
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony Chaudhry Salik
Hussain on Tuesday em-
phasized on the indispens-
able role of Islamic schol-
ars in maintaining unity,
brotherhood, and peace in
the country, especially
during Muharram-ul-
Haram 1446 AH and the
days ahead.

He said this during an
address at a representative
meeting of Pakistan’s lead-
ing scholars and religious
leaders, held at the Coun-
cil of Islamic Ideology
(CII) under the chairman-
ship of Dr. Raghib Naeemi.

Attaullah Tarar for further
strengthening economic

ties with Canada
ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting, National Heritage, and Culture,
Attaullah Tarar, emphasized the importance of strength-
ening economic ties with Canada during a meeting with
the Canadian High Commissioner to Pakistan, Leslie
Scanlon, on Tuesday.

UZBEKISTAN: Focal Person to PMYP for Green
Youth Movement & International Linkages, Syeda
Amna Batool receiving a souvenir from Minister
of the Youth Affairs of Uzbekistan, Alisher
Sa’dullayev at OIC Youth Forum.

In their discussion, Minister Tarar highlighted the
mutual benefits of enhanced economic relations between
the two countries. They also addressed various key is-
sues, including bilateral relations and the government’s
economic initiatives.

High Commissioner Scanlon congratulated the min-
ister on assuming the additional portfolio of National
Heritage and Culture, alongside his responsibilities
in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Minister Tarar underscored the significance of the
longstanding and multifaceted relationship between
Pakistan and Canada, noting that Ottawa is a major
development partner for Pakistan.

Justice Aalia Neelum
nominated as LHC CJ

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Judicial Commission of Pa-
kistan (JCP) has unani-
mously nominated Justice
Aalia Neelum as the first-
ever woman Chief Justice of
Lahore High Court (LHC).

The Commission,
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa,  unanimously ap-
proved Justice Neelum’s
name for the coveted po-
sition.

She was third in the
seniority list of the Lahore
High Court after the eleva-
tion of former LHC CJ
Malik Shahzad Ahmad
Khan and Justice Shahid
Bilal Hassan to the Su-
preme Court.

After Justice
Shahzad’s elevation, Jus-
tice Shujaat Ali Khan was
appointed as the acting

chief justice for the LHC
by President  Asi f Ali
Zardari  under  Art icle
196.

Justice Aalia Neelum,
a renowned jurist, started
her practice as a lawyer in
1996 and was elevated as a
judge of the Lahore High
Court in 2013. She has a
distinguished career span-
ning over two decades and
has been known for her ju-
dicious approach and legal
acumen.

Imran alleges intelligence agency’s
interference in jail matters

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founding chairman Imran
Khan has criticised the al-
leged interference of the In-
ter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) in civilian matters.

In an informal media
talk inside Adiala Jail today,
the incarcerated former
prime minister said, “We
have filed a petition in court
questioning the presence of
ISI Majors and Colonels in
Adiala Jail.”

“The ISI has no author-
ity in civil matters or judi-
ciary interference. The

prison superintendent is
following ISI orders, lead-
ing to the transfer of two
officers to ensure no le-
niency is shown to me.”

Talking about the re-
sults of the February gen-
eral elections, the PTI
founder expressed confu-
sion stating, “Five months
have passed since the elec-
tions, and I still do not know
who won or lost.” He also
spoke about the recent reso-
lution by the US Congress
on alleged election irregulari-
ties in Pakistan highlighting
that it had passed with 85%
support.

PTI founder’s
arrest an internal

matter of Pak:
Law minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Law and Justice Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar on
Tuesday said that the ar-
rest of Pakistan Tehrek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI)  founder
and pending cases
against him were an in-
ternal matter of Paki-
stan.

He said Pakistan was
a sovereign state and its
court enforced its Con-
stitution and laws, and
took decisions accord-
ingly.

Responding to the re-
port of the United Na-
tions Working Group,
the minister said the PTI
founder was in the jail
as a convicted prisoner.
He had all rights as per
the Constitution of Pa-
kistan and laws. and in-
ternational norms.

The relief given to
the PTI founder by the
courts in many cases
manifested a transparent
and fair trial of his cases
by the judiciary.

It was biased and un-
fair to make demands be-
yond the ambit of Con-
stitution, law and inter-
national norms, he
added.

99.99 percent reporting is
correct: Chief Justice IHC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chief Justice (CJ)
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) Aamir Farooq has
remarked reporters report-
ing court’s proceedings are
absolutely correct and
those who announce deci-
sion while sitting in evening
programs is problem.

The reporters report-
ing court’s proceedings are
reporting correctly. Those
who announce decision by
sitting in programs in the
evening is problem. First
criminal trial was telecast
in US on TV in 1975. I am
protector of rights of
people. I cannot deprive
entire world of this right,
CJ IHC remarked during
the hearing of the petition
seeking nullification of
PEMRA notification re-
garding ban on court report-
ing here Tuesday.

Chief Justice of Paki-
stan inquired was any thing
reported wrongly. Upon it
PEMRA issued notifica-
tion. I don’t think that such
thing was done by high
court or registrar sent any
report.

The court remarked
that if I have not said any
thing and it is reported then

PEMRA can penalize this
media house on complaint.

CJ IHC remarked let
the people know what is
happening. How many ac-
tions were taken by
PEMRA on wrong report-
ing during the last one year.

He remarked I say
99.99 percent reporting is
correct. Point one percent
can be human error. I be-
lieve this may have been
done in SC too. If some one
does any thing wrong then
PEMRA should take action
against it. When court is-
sues signed decision then it
becomes public property.
Decision of judge should be
criticized not judge. We
should encourage debates
on court’s decisions.
Court’s decisions should be
highlighted that law was
like this. But in decision
there is this mistake.
PEMRA has imposed com-
plete ban on court’s report-
ing.

CJ IHC remarked there
was time when 20 to 25
people sitting in the court
could hear the court’s pro-
ceedings. Now this is age
of media. Man sitting in US
can hear observation given
by me here.

ATC issues
non-bailable

arrest warrant
for CM Gandapur
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Anti-terrorism court
(ATC) of Islamabad on
Tuesday issued non-bail-
able arrest warrants for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur.

In October 2022, a case
was registered against
Ali Amin Gandapur in
connection with an FIR at
the I-9 police station for
protesting against the de-
cision of Election Com-
mission of Pakistan
(ECP).

Gandapur has
pleaded the court for ex-
emption of attendance
which was rejected by the
court.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra has held the hear-
ing for tomorrow
(Wednesday).

The court said
Gandapur had never ap-
peared before the court
after April 2024.

It should be noted
that the case was lodged
for vandalism during the
protest against d i s -
qu a l i f i ca t ion  o f
Imran Khan.

Naqvi lauds
elimination
of terrorists

in KP
ISLAMABAD (INP):  In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi on Tuesday lauded
the army for eliminating ter-
rorists in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He said the security
forces eliminated nine ter-
rorists in Tirah and Lakki
Marwat, ridding the areas
of the scourge of terrorism.
He said fight against terror-
ism would continue.

The security forces
eliminated nine terrorists in
two operations in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Monday,
said ISPR.

In Tirah, an intelli-
gence-based operation led
to the neutralisation of
seven terrorists including
key figures Najeeb Abdul
Rehman and Ishfaq Muavia.
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‘Cruel jest’
Another year and another missed opportunity to
set things right. But what is it for those who, by all
appearances, consider themselves unaccountable
to the public and unfussed by their miseries?

Precisely three weeks ago, Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb had solemnly de-
clared that there were “no sacred cows” in his
eyes and that “everyone would have to contrib-
ute to the economy”. The pronouncement had
come a day before the federal budget for the
new fiscal year was unveiled, and it had momen-
tarily ignited some hope that Pakistan, at long
last, was serious about setting itself on a path
of equitable taxation and sustainable spending
under a ‘technocrat’ finance minister. Between
then and this weekend, however, the nation has
realised that the finance minister’s ‘assurances’
had been little more than a cruel jest. Speaking
at a news conference on Sunday, Mr Aurangzeb
could only express his condolences to the sala-
ried class on the higher taxes he had imposed on
them.

It is now widely accepted that the coalition
government’s ‘crisis budget’ will achieve little more
than strangulating those already paying their dues
while allowing sacred cows to fatten themselves
even further. Actual economic course correction has
once again been put off for another time.

The term ‘deepening the tax net’ is being used
widely in a bid to rationalise what was clearly an-
other half-hearted attempt at fixing the state’s pe-
rennial revenue woes. It is little more than a euphe-
mism, a fig leaf for our decision-makers’ continuing
unwillingness or inability to meaningfully expand
the tax base.

To add insult to injury, the government has not
felt compelled to cut its own expenditures in any
meaningful way: those paying will just be forced to
pay even more to fund its profligacy. Meanwhile,
the trader class, whose activities remain largely un-
documented, have been let off once again, presum-
ably because of political expediencies.

Likewise, while a big show has been made of
increased taxes on real estate, these will apply mainly
to ordinary citizens and not to those who belong to
the armed forces or the federal or provincial bureau-
cracies. Our lawmakers have also managed to have
their travel allowances increased from Rs10 per
kilometre to Rs25, increased the number of travel
vouchers they receive annually from 25 to 30, and
also introduced a measure which would see unused
air tickets from one year carry over to the next in-
stead of being cancelled.

The audacity of such measures should be
illustrative enough to show how the ruling classes
continue to privilege themselves while throwing
the rest of the nation under the bus. That this is
happening while the authorities clamour for an
umpteenth IMF bailout explains why this coun-
try remains unable to break its shackles and find
a more prosperous future for its teeming millions.

Economic butchery
Ammar Ather Saeed

Pakistan is teetering on
the edge of economic
collapse due to its persis-
tent struggle to increase
the tax-to-GDP ratio, a
crucial measure of its fis-
cal health.

Despite numerous
efforts, many potential
taxpayers remain outside
the formal tax net. Recent
policies have unfairly tar-
geted existing taxpayers,
driving talent and capital
away and pushing the
nation towards disaster.
The recent passage of the
Finance Act exemplifies
this flawed strategy,
threatening long-term
economic stability.

For the past decade,
Pakistan has relied
heavily on taxing non-fil-
ers and compliant taxpay-
ers to boost its revenues.
Originally, the aim of col-
lecting taxes from non-fil-
ers was twofold: gener-
ate immediate revenue
and use the gathered
data to bring the non-fil-
ers into the tax net. Sadly,
the state failed to
achieve the latter. Instead
of leveraging this data, it
has merely increased
taxes for non-filers, using
it as a short-term revenue
tool rather than a long-
term strategy for fiscal
health.

The Finance Act ex-
acerbates this issue, fur-
ther increasing the rate of
tax on non-filers and im-
posing tax rates as high
as about 60 per cent on
existing filers’ income.

This approach is
flawed. Unlike Scandina-
vian countries, where
high tax rates are bal-
anced by extensive social
services and a robust
public infrastructure, tax-
payers here see little or
no return on their contri-
butions. The disparity
creates a significant trust
deficit, with taxpayers
feeling alienated. High
taxes on compliant tax-
payers have stifled eco-
nomic activity, reduced
investment, and encour-
aged tax evasion.

When individuals
and businesses perceive

the tax system as punitive
and unbalanced, they are
more likely to engage in
tax evasion and operate
within the informal
economy, undermining
efforts to formalise the
economy and broaden
the tax base.

This approach of
persistently targeting
compliant taxpayers has
already driven away
skilled professionals and
entrepreneurs. With the
ever-increasing tax bur-
den becoming unbear-
able, talented individuals
have started seeking
favourable environments
abroad, reducing the do-
mestic talent pool and sti-
fling potential economic
growth and innovation.
This exodus of human
and financial capital se-
verely hampers
Pakistan’s long-term eco-
nomic prospects.

The state’s strategy
extends to imposing indi-
rect taxes on essential
goods such as milk, baby
products, and petrol.
This decision is nothing
short of economic

butchery. By taxing
these basic necessities,
the state is placing an
unbearableburden on the
shoulders of ordinary citi-
zens, particularly those
from lower-income house-
holds. The cost of living
will skyrocket, pushing
millions deeper into pov-
erty and triggering wide-
spread discontent.

Imagine a family
struggling to buy milk for
their children because it
has been taxed to the
point of unaffordability.
Picture parents grappling
with the soaring costs of
baby products while try-
ing to provide the best
care for their newborns.
Envision the devastating
impact of rising petrol
prices on transportation
costs, leading to in-
creased prices for all
goods and services.
This is not a mere policy
error; it is a catastrophe
in the making, an unpar-
alleled disaster that
threatens to unravel the
social fabric.

Furthermore, the

gains of selected elites
from properties have
been preserved from
taxation. Allowances of
the armed forces and ju-
diciary remain untaxed,
perpetuating a system of
inequality. No concrete
measures have been
taken to bring
agric-ultural inc-ome
within the federal tax
fold, nor have there been
clear directives to pro-
vincial gover-nments to
collect more taxes on
agri-culture and
eli--minate tax leakages.
This sele--c--tive taxa-
tion preserves the status
quo for the elite, while
burdening the average
citizen.

To address these is-
sues, it is essential that
Pakistan learns from the
successful strategies of
other countries. Pakistan
should focus on bring-
ing informal sectors into
the formal economy
through targeted poli-
cies and robust enforce-
ment.

Leveraging technol-
ogy to streamline tax
compliances and em-
ploying data analytics of
data collected from non-
filers to track economic
activities and ensure tax
compliance, the tax-to-
GDP ratio in Pakistan
can grow organically.

Moving forward, the
focus needs to shift from
overburdening existing
taxpayers to broadening
the tax base. The state
should immediately
implement comprehen-
sive reforms to make the
tax system more inclusive
and transparent to bring
the informal economy
into the tax net through
incentives and effectively
using non-filer data to
identify with the help of
technology and data
analytics to bring them
into the tax net. Without
immediate and decisive
reforms, Pakistan will re-
main on a collision course
with catastrophe; it faces
a doomsday scenario
where our inaction today
becomes the tragedy of
tomorrow.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Engaging parents
Fahad Zafar

Pakistan’s education
system faces significant
challenges on two fronts.
Firstly, there is a stagger-
ing number of out-of-
school children, esti-
mated at 26.2 million.
This means that a size-
able portion of the chil-
dren is not accessing any
formal education. Eco-
nomic factors, cultural
barriers, and inadequate
infrastructure are the pri-
mary reasons.

For instance, in
some areas, cultural
norms may prioritise
work or domestic re-
sponsibilities over
schooling, especially for
girls. Additionally, many
remote areas lack ad-
equate school facilities,
making access to educa-
tion physically challeng-
ing. These children are
denied the opportunity
to develop essential
skills and knowledge,
that perpetuates cycles
of poverty and limits
their prospects. This
lack of education not
only affects their per-
sonal growth and future
opportunities but also
hinders national devel-
opment.

Secondly, the qual-
ity of education for the
43m children in school in
Pakistan is another ma-
jor concern, as most ex-
perience poor learning
outcomes due to factors
like overcrowded class-
rooms, lack of qualified
teachers, outdated
teaching methods, poor
governance, insufficient
resources, etc.

Overcrowded class-
rooms make it difficult for
teachers to give indi-
vidual attention to stu-
dents, hindering effec-
tive learning. Many
teachers lack proper
training and qualifica-
tions, which impacts
their ability to deliver
quality education. Tradi-
tional teaching methods,
often focused on rote
learning, do not foster
critical thinking or prob-
lem-solving skills. Addi-
tionally, schools fre-

quently lack basic re-
sources such as text-
books, teaching materi-
als, and adequate facili-
ties, further compromis-
ing the learning environ-
ment. Despite school at-
tendance, children are
not acquiring the neces-
sary skills and knowl-
edge to thrive in an in-
creasingly competitive
global economy.

Shockingly, only
23pc of students at age
10 can read and under-
stand age-appropriate
text. This indicates a sig-
nificant gap in founda-
tional literacy, which is
crucial for future learning
and academic success.

Despite the signifi-
cant educational chal-
lenges facing Pakistan,
parents overwhelmingly
express satisfaction with
the schooling system.
Data from the Pakistan
Social and Living Stan-
dards Measurement sur-
veys of 2014-15 and
2019-20 reveal that over
94pc of parents reported
satisfaction with school-
ing in the country.

Similarly, in the 2019
Trends in International
Mathematics and Sci-
ence Study assessment,
76pc of parents ex-
pressed satisfaction, and
in the more recent Na-
tional Achievement Test
in 2023, 75pc of parents
indicated complete satis-
faction with schooling.
This apparent paradox
between parental satis-
faction and the reality of
poor educational out-
comes suggests a dis-
connect between par-
ents’ perceptions and the
actual quality of educa-
tion their children re-
ceive. Bridging this gap
between parental per-
ception and educational
reality is crucial for im-
proving learning out-
comes. Parental engage-
ment plays a vital role in
a child’s learning jour-
ney. Research shows
that when parents are ac-
tively involved in their
children’s education,
children are more likely
to perform better aca-
demically, have higher

attendance rates, and
demonstrate improved
behaviour. Active en-
gagement includes ac-
tivities like helping with
homework, attending
parent-teacher meetings,
and encouraging a posi-
tive attitude towards
learning.

The 2022 Global
Education Evidence Ad-
visory Panel report rec-
ommended several low-
cost parental involve-
ment approaches that in-
cluded direct communi-
cation from schools to
parents, engaging chil-
dren in educational ac-
tivities, reading books to
a child (if the parent is
literate), and sharing
simple exercises with
parents via text or phone
call.

Direct communica-
tion from schools, such
as regular updates and
progress reports, helps
keep parents informed
and engaged in their
children’s education. En-
couraging parents to
read to their children and
engage in educational
activities at home pro-
motes early literacy and
cognitive development.
Sharing simple exercises
and learning activities
via text or phone can
provide parents with
practical tools to sup-
port their children’s
learning at home. Sup-
porting the role of par-
ents should be a compo-
nent of public policy in
the medium term, as it
can have a lasting impact
on children’s educa-
tional outcomes.

At the same time, it
is critical to generate a
broader understanding
of Pakistan’s founda-
tional learning chal-
lenges. While some
challenges persist
throughout the country,
Pakistan’s education
landscape is heteroge-
neous, and delivery is
devolved to the prov-
inces. Each province has
its unique set of chal-
lenges and priorities,
which must be addressed
through tailored solu-
tions.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
in a group photo following visiting booths of different tech companies on the
occasion of Global Digital Economy Conference 2024 in Beijing.

Pakistan, Belarus agree
to enhance cooperation

in diverse fields

OGDCL collaborates
with NCSW for women

empowerment

7th Final Year
Engineering

Design Projects
Expo begins

PESHAWAR (APP ):
Special Assistant to KP
CM on  Indu st r ie s ,
Commerce and Technical
Education, Abdul Karim
To rdh er  on  Tu esd ay
inaugurated the 7th Final
Year Engineering Design
Projects Expo 2024 of
E n g i n e e r i n g
Universities.

The exhibition has
been organized in
collaboration with Pakistan
Engineering Council (PEC)
here at Hayatabad.

Models of various
engineering projects
prepared by the students
of engineering universities
across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have been
showcased in the event.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan and Belarus on
Tuesday while expressing
satisfaction at the
trajectory of bilateral
relations agreed to enhance
cooperation in all issues of
mutual interest.

The sixth round of
Bilateral Political
Consultations between
Pakistan and Belarus was
held here. Additional
Foreign Secretary
(Europe), Ambassador
Shafqat Ali Khan led the

Pakistani side while the
Belarusian side was headed
by the First Deputy
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lukashevich, Foreign
Office Spokesperson said
in a press release.

The two sides
reviewed the entire range of
bilateral relations covering
political relations, high-
level engagement and
dialogue, trade and
investment, military and
security cooperation,
education, and people-to-

people contacts.The two
sides also agreed to
continue cooperation at
multilateral forums,
including at the United
Nations, and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO). Ambassador Sergei
Lukashevich also called on
Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazi.Bilateral areas of
cooperation and important
regional and global
developments were
discussed.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Oil
and Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL) has partnered
with the National
Commission on the Status
of Women (NCSW) to
empower women and
foster their growth within
the company.

Ahmed Hayat Lak,
MD/CEO of OGDCL, and
Nilofar Bakhtiar,
Chairperson of NCSW, on
Tuesday, signed a Letter of
Intent (LoI) to formalize
this collaboration. The
signing ceremony was held
here at the OGDCL Head
Office. This strategic
partnership underscores
OGDCL’s commitment to

recognizing and honouring
the invaluable
contributions of women
within its operations.
Earlier this year, OGDCL
unveiled its Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI) Policy to foster a
more inclusive workplace
culture.The collaboration
between OGDCL and
NCSW is poised to set a
new standard for gender
inclusivity and
empowerment in
Pakistan’s corporate
landscape. OGDCL is
committed to promoting
diversity, equity, and
inclusion, ensuring a
workplace where every
individual.

Pakistan, Azerbaijan Commit
to enhance bilateral trade,

economic cooperation
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan, Azerbaijan on
Tuesday agreed for
enhancing bilateral
economic and trade
relations to increase the
trade and investment
cooperation between two
countries.

Both sides determined
on the necessity of a long-
term and practical
mechanism to enhance
monitor bilateral trade and
cooperation to suggest
ways forward to achieve
the desired aim.

Deputy Foreign
Minister of Azerbaijan,
Mr. Samir Sharifov, called
on Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan at his office, said a
press release issued here.

The high-profile
meeting was attended by
Mr. Khazar Farhadov,
Ambassador of Azerbaijan,
Federal Secretary for

Commerce Ahsan Ali
Mangi, and other senior
officials.

Minister Jam Kamal
Khan highlighted the
Pakistani government’s
dedication to forging robust
economic relations with
other nations.

He emphasized that,
over the past three months,
the government has made
significant strides in
enhancing diplomatic and
economic ties, achieving
notable developments.

“Pakistan attaches
great importance to its
relationship with
Azerbaijan. We must
continue to advance our
cooperation in various
sectors including tourism,
transport, energy security,
and defense, though this
requires additional
efforts,” said Minister
Jam. He also urged the need
for an early conclusion of

Preferential Trade
Agreement and Bilateral
Transit Trade Agreement.

Deputy Minister
Sharifov conveyed
Azerbaijan’s readiness for
closer cooperation with
Pakistan across all fields of
mutual interest.

He apprised that the
President of Azerbaijan
plans to visit Pakistan
soon, during which several
MoUs are expected to be
signed. Minister Jam also
proposed to hold B2B
meetings which may either
in Pakistan or in
Azerbhaijan.

On the occasion,
Azerbaijan minister
Deputy Minister, Sharifov
highlighted the ease of
travel between the two
countries ,  no ting that
Azerbaijan  received
55,000 Pakistani visitors
las t  year due to  i t s
favourable visa policy.

Fatima Fertilizer and JazzCash sign
MOU to pioneer digitalization of
Agri-Sector Payment Ecosystem

Russian Ambassadors
meets Aleem Khan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for
Communications, Board of
Investment and
Privatization Abdul Aleem
Khan Tuesday met with

Russian Ambassador
Albert P. Khorev  and
discussed matters of
mutual interest and
bilateral cooperation in
multiple fields.

In this meeting,
detailed discussions were
held on road connectivity
between Russia and
Pakistan which could
greatly increase trade and
cargo activities between
both countries, said a press
release.

Speaking on the
occasion, the minister said
that Pakistan was keen to
connect Russia through
Central Asian countries
and back to Karachi Port

for the promotion of
bilateral trade which would
also help other countries to
boost their commerce
activities.

Abdul Aleem Khan
said that Pakistan attached
importance to trade
relations with Russia due
to its great significance in
the region. The Central
Asian countries and South
Asia were also equally
important for trade
activities for which
Pakistan was ready to
invite investment from
these countries, he added.

He also informed
about his recent visit to
Central Asia. In the
meeting, they also
discussed in detail the
promotion of bilateral trade
and creating an effective
mechanism for investment
matters on both sides.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Fatima
Fertilizer, a leading name in
Pakistan’s agriculture sector,
and JazzCash, Pakistan’s
largest digital wallet, have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to
revolutionize the agri-sector

payment ecosystem. This
collaboration aims to drive
financial inclusion and
economic empowerment for
farmers, who are
predominantly unbanked,
enabling them to actively
participate in the formal
economy.

The partnership
between Fatima Fertilizer
and JazzCash will facilitate
secure, fast, and reliable
transactions, making
financial processes more
efficient for farmers. It will
also enable our Sarsabz
Pakistan Farmer App for

digital payments.
Furthermore, by leveraging
Fatima Fertilizer ’s
extensive dealer network,
this initiative will provide
farmers with a seamless
and accessible platform to
manage their finances,
receive payments.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Russian
Federation to Pakistan, Albert P. Khorev called on
Federal Minister for Communications, Board of
Investment and Privatization Abdul Aleem Khan.

Property tax problem
would be taken up at
relevant forum: MD

PESHAWAR (APP):
Managing Director (MD)
Small Industries
Development Board (SIDB)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Habibullah Arif has said that
the problem of the
property tax of
industrialists would be
taken up at the concerned
forum. He was talking to a
delegation of industrialists
which called on him in his
office on Tuesday.

President, Small
Industries Estate,
Peshawar Waheed Arif was
leading the delegation,
Deputy Managing Director
(DMD) SIDB, Nauman
Fayyaz was also present
on the occasion.

The delegation

congratulated him on his
appointment as Managing
Director SIDB and expressed
good wishes for them.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Managing
Director SIDB said that his
doors are opened for the
industrialists as they are
doing commendable job of
providing employment to
hundreds of the people to
earn livelihood for their
families. He said that first
commercial plaza has been
constructed for the
industrialists and invited
them to come and display
their products in it. He said
that beside closure of all
illegal shops, cleanliness
system at the estate would
also be improved.

TMAs directed
to reduce

expenditure
on fuel

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Local Government (LG),
Arshad Ayub Khan on
Tuesday directed Town
M u n i c i p a l
Administrations (TMAs)
to reduce their fuel
expenses and said that
timely measures were
needed to avoid financial
constraints.

During his visit to
Local  Council  Board
Hayatabad, he inspected
various sections of the
board.

Chairing a meeting of
Mardan and Peshawar
Divis ion  Town
Municipal Officers, he
directed to reduce fuel
expenses and said that the
expense of smal ler
m u n i c i p a l
administrations was one
million rupees.

He di rected  to
reduce the patrol bill and
said that  “we cannot
avoid financial crunch if
corrective measure were
not taken.”
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GILGIT: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar Khan presiding over
the meeting regarding the security arrangements in the coming month of
Muharram ul Haram.

CM GB chairs meeting
on security arrangements

for Muharram
GILGIT (APP): Chief
Minister of Gilgit Baltistan
Haji Gulbar Khan chaired
a high level meeting
regarding security
arrangements during
Muharram Ul Haram. The
meeting discussed
measures to ensure peace
and security during the
month of Muharram.

The Chief Minister
emphasized the importance
of maintaining law and
order, promoting

brotherhood, and
preventing hate speech and
violence.

He directed officials
to ensure strict
implementation of the law,
hold daily meetings with
district commissioners and
police officials,enhance
security arrangements in
sensitive areas,monitor
social media and take
action against hate speech,
install CCTV cameras and
use drones for surveillance,

provide necessary facilities
for processions and
majaalis,establish a special
committee to ensure peace
and security.

The meeting was
attended by high-ranking
officials, including the
Home Secretary , Secretary
of Health, and Inspector
General of Police Gilgit-
Baltistan. District
commissioners and other
officials joined the meeting
via video link.

Federal Ombudsman’s
intervention ensures payment
of dues to retired employee
ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Federal Ombudsman Ejaz
Ahmed Qureshi’s
intervention on Tuesday
has facilitated the payment
of outstanding dues to a
retired Army employee.

According to the
details, Ali Khan, a resident
of Mansehra and a former
employee of the F.F., had
lodged a complaint at the
Federal Ombudsman
Secretariat’s regional office
in Abbottabad against
CMA Lahore, citing long-
pending arrears amounting
to Rs. 133,235. Upon
receiving the complaint,
Regional In-Charge Abdul
Ghafoor Baig issued
notices to CMA Lahore.
Following a thorough

investigation, CMA Lahore
issued a cheque for Rs.
133,235 to Ali Khan.

Expressing his
gratitude, Ali Khan thanked
Federal Ombudsman Ejaz
Ahmed Qureshi and
Regional In-Charge Abdul
Ghafoor Baig for resolving
his longstanding issue.
Abdul Ghafoor Baig
highlighted that the Federal
Ombudsman’s institution
serves as a public court,
providing prompt and
inexpensive justice. He
reiterated that the Federal
Ombudsman is regarded
as the court of the poor,
ensuring equal ,
immediate, and affordable
justice as a guardian of
human rights.

LAHORE: Opposition Leader in Punjab Assembly,
Malik Ahmed Khan Bhachar along with others
addresses to media persons during press
conference held at Lahore press club.

BISP to introduce skill
training initiative to make

beneficiaries out of poverty
LAHORE (APP):
Chairperson Benazir
Income Support
Programme (BISP),
Senator Rubina Khalid
Tuesday said that a new
skill training initiative is
being launched to help
members of deserving
families start their own
businesses and rise out of
poverty.

She was speaking
during a visit to the BISP’s
Campsite at Government
High School Iqbal Town in
Lahore.

The visit aimed to
review the basic facilities

provided to deserving
women who come to
receive the Kafaalat
quarterly stipend.

During her visit,
Senator Rubina Khalid
engaged with the women
beneficiaries, listened to
their concerns, and assured
them of BISP’s
commitment to addressing
their issues.

She instructed the
BISP staff to conduct
surveys at tehsil offices to
prevent overcrowding at
payment centers.

 The BISP staff
briefed the Chairperson on

the current payment
system.

She emphasized the
importance of disbursing
payments to all deserving
women in a fair and
transparent manner.

Earlier,  Senator
Rubina Khalid also
addressed media
representatives at BISP
Central Zonal Office in
Lahore, highlighting the
impact of the programme.

She shared that 9.5
million deserving families
benefit from BISP and the
program’s scope is being
further expanded.

LAHORE: Controller General of Accounts
Maqbool Ahmed Gondal inaugurated the newly
renovated building of DGPR.

Minister reviews
monsoon preparations
LAHORE (APP): On the
directives of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
Minister for Local
Government Zeeshan Rafiq
chaired a meeting at the Civil
Secretariat on Tuesday to
review the monsoon
preparations in detail.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
Local Government Shakeel
Ahmad Mian, Special
Secretary Asiya Gull, and
Secretary LG Board
Rizwan Nazir. Deputy
Commissioners and
Municipal Chief Officers
from across Punjab
participated via video link.

The minister stated
that CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharif has ordered effective
measures across the
province during the
monsoon season,
emphasizing the need to
maintain the same
enthusiasm for cleanliness

exhibited during Eid-ul-
Adha. The minister praised
the cleanliness efforts during
Eid-ul-Adha, calling them
commendable. He
mentioned that the CM is
personally visiting districts
at the onset of the rainy
season and that he will also
be conducting visits to
review the arrangements. He
directed that lessons learned
from initial rains should be
used to make improvements.
Zeeshan Rafiq emphasized
the importance of
continuous coordination
between chief officers and
line departments in districts.
He directed that all available
resources be utilized for
drainage. If any drains have
not been de-silted,
immediate cleaning should
be ensured, he added and
warned that action would be
taken if government
directives are not promptly
followed.

Police chiefs assure
safety of traders

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Babar Sarfaraz,
City Police Officer (CPO)
Khalid Hamdani and Chief
Traffic Officer (CTO)
Taimur Khan paid a visit
to the Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) here on Tuesday.

President RCCI Saqib
Rafiq and Group Leader
RCCI Sohail Altaf and
office bearers welcomed
the RPO and his team.

President Saqib Rafiq
said that this is the first time
that the three chiefs of
Rawalpindi Police have
visited the Chamber of

Commerce to meet the
business community, which
shows their seriousness to
strengthen the interaction and
communication with
stakeholders to solve their
problems. RPO Baber
Sarfraz in his remarks said
that the business community
is the backbone of country’s
economy and added that the
RCCI was playing an
important role in promoting
community policing in
society. He said the Safe City
project in Rawalpindi will be
fully operational by the end
of this month, which will help
in more effective measures
against criminal elements.

Senior minister announces
commencement of second
phase of anti-smog campaign
LAHORE (APP): Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb on
Tuesday announced the
commencement of second
phase of the anti-smog
campaign. In a statement
issued here, she stated that
Chief Minister of Punjab,
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, has
mandated the strict
enforcement of laws and
regulations under the Smog-
Free Punjab vision.

She noted that the
first phase, which spanned
three months, focused on
providing facilities,
technical assistance,
equipment, and technology
across all sectors. Over the

next three months,
environmental protection
laws and regulations will be
rigorously enforced in
industries, agriculture,
traffic, and other sectors,
she said, and warned that
violations of environmental
laws will result in fines,
penalties, and arrests.

Furthermore, the
senior minister affirmed the
commitment to achieving a
complete ban on plastic,
with Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif
personally overseeing its
implementation. Strict
actions will be taken
against the burning of crop
residues.

19 children
injured, three

critically in Matta
school collapse
PESHAWAR (APP): At
least 19 school children
were injured, three of them
critically, when roof of a
private school caved in
Matta tehsil of Swat
district on Tuesday.

According to Rescue
1122 the incident occurred in
Tangar area of Matta where
the roof of a dilapidated
private school caved in,
injuring 19 children, three of
them critically. All the
children were recovered from
the debris and after first-aid
shifted to Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital Matta.

Training on
Presentation
of hospital
acquired

infection held
MULTAN (APP):  A
train ing sess ion  on
“Prevention of Hospital-
Acquired Infections and
A n t i m i c r o b i a l
Resistance” was held at
Children’s Hospital here
on Tuesday.

The purpose of the
training was to  raise
awareness about  the
prevention of hospital-
acquired infections and
antimicrobial resistance.

It is aimed to inform
doctors about  modern
meth ods  and
precautions to  ensure
patient safety.

Police starts
search, strike

operation
in DIKhan

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): The district police of
DIKhan on Tuesday
started search and strike
operations in the district
against anti-state and
criminal elements to
ensure security in the
district. According to the
police spokesman, on the
direction of District Police
Officer Dera Nasir
Mahmood, Parowa Circle
and City Circle Police
conducting search and strike
operation and snap checking
within their respective circles
for which they urged masses
to extend cooperation.

Dutch King Willem-Alexander and Prime Minister Dick Schoof pose with
the new members of the Dutch Government at Palace Huis ten Bosch in The
Hague, Netherlands.

Ukraine releases thousands
of prisoners so they can
join fight against Russia

yourself, even 150%.”
Ukraine is expanding the
draft to cope with acute
battlefield shortages more
than two years into fighting
against Russia’s full-scale
invasion. And its recruiting
efforts have turned, for the
first time, to the country’s
prison population. Although
Ukraine does not announce
any details of troop deploy-
ment numbers or casualties,
frontline commanders
openly acknowledge that
they are facing serious man-
power problems as Russian
continues to build up forces
in eastern Ukraine.

Monitoring Desk
DNIPROPETROVSK RE-
GION: At a rural penal
colony in southeast Ukraine,
several convicts stand as-
sembled under barbed wire
to hear an army recruiter of-
fer them a shot at parole. In
return, they must join the
grueling fight against Russia.

“You can put an end to
this and start a new life,” said
the recruiter, a member of a
volunteer assault battalion.
“The main thing is your
will, because you are going
to defend the motherland.
You won’t succeed at 50%,
you have to give 100% of

Trump says he can
end the Russia-Ukraine

war in one day

British PM
Sunak hunts

for votes
among the

robots at dawn
Monitoring Desk

LUTON: Badly lagging in
the race to win Britain’s
election, Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak went hunting
for votes among robots and
staff in a retail distribution
centre on Tuesday, kicking
off his first campaign stop
of the day before 5 a.m.
(0400 GMT).

Sunak, who has often
looked exhausted as he
crossed the country during
a six-week campaign,
started the penultimate day
of campaigning before
Thursday’s vote in a vast
Ocado warehouse in Luton.

Nine killed in
Seoul after car
hits pedestrians

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: At least nine
people were killed and four
others were injured when a
car struck pedestrians near
Seoul city hall on Monday,
police said.

There were six fatali-
ties at the scene, while three
others were pronounced
dead after being rushed to
hospital, firefighter Kim
Chun-soo said.

South Korea’s Yonhap
news agency reported that
a 68-year-old driver crashed
into people who were wait-
ing at a traffic signal. He
was driving in the wrong
direction and hit two other
vehicles before ploughing
into the pedestrians.

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS:
Donald Trump has said re-
peatedly he could settle the
war between Russia and
Ukraine in one day if he’s
elected president again.
Russia’s United Nations
ambassador says he can’t.

When asked to re-
spond to the claim from
the presumptive Republi-
can nominee, Vassily
Nebenzia told reporters
Monday that “the Ukrai-
nian crisis cannot be solved
in one day.”

At a CNN town hall
in May 2023, Trump said:
“They’re dying, Russians

and Ukrainians. I want
them to stop dying. And
I’ll have that done — I’ll
have that done in 24
hours.” He said that would
happen after he met with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. And he
keeps repeating the claim
on the campaign trail.

During last week’s de-
bate with President Joe
Biden, Trump claimed, “If
we had a real president, a
president that knew —
that was respected by
Putin ... he would have
never invaded Ukraine.”

Israel orders Palestinians to flee
Khan Younis, signaling likely new
assault on southern Gaza city
Monitoring Desk

KHAN YOUNIS: The Is-
raeli army ordered a mass
evacuation of Palestinians
from much of Khan Younis
on Monday, a sign that
troops are likely to launch
a new ground assault in the
Gaza Strip’s second largest
city. The order suggested
Khan Younis will be the tar-
get in the latest of Israel’s
repeated raids into parts of
Gaza it had previously in-
vaded during the past
mearly nine months, pur-
suing Hamas militants as
they regroup. Much of
Khan Younis was already
destroyed in a long assault
earlier this year, but large
numbers of Palestinians
have since moved back in
to escape another Israeli
offensive in Gaza’s south-
ern-most city, Rafah.

The order came as Is-
rael released the director of
Gaza’s main hospital after

holding him for seven
months without charge or
trial over allegations the fa-
cility had been used as a
Hamas command center. He
said he and other detainees
were held under harsh con-
ditions and tortured. AP
correspondent Charles de
Ledesma reports dozens of
detained Palestinians have
been set free by Israel.

The decision to re-
lease Mohammed Abu
Selmia raised questions
over Israel’s claims sur-
rounding Shifa Hospital,
which Israeli forces have
raided twice since the start
of the nearly nine-month
war with Hamas.

Abu Selmia and other
Palestinian health officials
have denied the accusa-
tions.

His release triggered
an uproar across Israel’s
political spectrum. Gov-
ernment ministers and op-

position leaders expressed
outrage and insisted Abu
Salmia played a role in
Hamas’ alleged use of the
hospital — though Israeli
security services rarely uni-
laterally free prisoners if
they have a suspicion of
militant links. Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyhu’s
office called the release “a
grave mistake.” Monday’s
evacuation call covered the
entire eastern half of Khan
Younis and a large swath of
the Gaza Strip’s southeast
corner. Earlier in the day, the
army said a barrage of rock-
ets out of Gaza was fired
from Khan Younis.

The order suggested
a new assault into the
city was imminent. Is-
raeli forces fought for
weeks in Khan Younis
earlier this year and with-
drew, claiming to have
destroyed Hamas battal-
ions in the city.

107 killed in stampede
at religious event in

India’s Uttar Pradesh

North Korea brags of new missile
with ‘super-large warhead.’

Outsiders doubt the North’s claim

Monitoring Desk
UTTAR PRADESH:
Nearly 107 people were
crushed to death at a Hindu
religious gathering in north-
ern India on Tuesday, with
many others injured, a se-
nior government official
said. A large crowd had
gathered near the city of
Hathras for a sermon by a
popular preacher but a
fierce dust storm sparked
panic as people were leav-
ing.

Many were crushed or
trampled, falling on top of
each other, with some col-
lapsing into a roadside drain
in the chaos.

“The attendees were
exiting the venue when a
dust storm blinded their vi-
sion, leading to a melee and
the subsequent tragic inci-
dent,” Chaitra V, divisional
commissioner of Aligarh
city in Uttar Pradesh state,
told AFP. “We … are fo-
cusing on providing relief
and medical aid for the vic-
tims,” she added.

Hours after the trag-

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korea said
Tuesday it had test-fired a
new tactical ballistic missile
capable of carrying “a su-
per-large warhead,” a claim
quickly disputed by South
Korean officials and ex-
perts who speculate the
North likely fabricated a
successful test to conceal a
botched launch.

It’s the second time
that South Korea has ques-
tioned North Korea’s claim
on the development of new
weapons in recent days, as
the rivals are locked in
heightened animosities over
the North’s testing activi-
ties.

The North’s official
Korean Central News
Agency said that
Monday’s test involved the
Hwasongpho-11 Da-4.5
missile, which can carry a
4.5 ton-class warhead. It
said the test was meant to
verify the weapon’s flight

stability and hit accuracy at
the maximum range of 500
kilometers (310 miles) and
the minimum range of 90
kilometers (55 miles).

The test apparently
refers to the two ballistic
missile launches that South
Korea said North Korea
performed Monday.

Joint Chiefs of Staff
spokesperson Lee Sung
Joon said at a briefing later
Tuesday that the second
North Korean missile was
found to have fallen on an
uninhabited area near
Pyongyang, the North’s
capital.

He said he could find
few previous test-
launches by North Korea
that have aimed at ground
target sites.

The South Korean
military has said the sec-
ond North Korean missile
possibly traveled abnor-
mally during the initial
stage of its flight.

edy, she told reporters the
toll had surged past a hun-
dred.

“Initial information …
is that 107 people have
died,” she told reporters.

Most of the dead were
women, according to state
chief medical officer Umesh
Kumar Tripathi, who told
reporters “many injured”
have been hospitalised.
Lines of ambulances carried
the injured to hospitals.

Wailing women and
crying men gathered outside
one mortuary in the town
of Etah, where many of the
dead were taken, seeking
news of their relatives.

Deadly incidents are
common at places of wor-
ship during major religious
festivals in India, the big-
gest of which prompt mil-
lions of devotees to make
pilgrimages to holy sites.

“When the sermon
finished, everyone started
running out,” Shakuntala, a
woman who gave only one
name, told the Press Trust
of India news agency.

UN seeks aid for Sudan
refugees fleeing to

Libya, Uganda
Monitoring Desk

GENEVA: The UN refugee
agency said on Tuesday it
is expanding its Sudan aid
plan to Libya and Uganda,
after a surge in arrivals in
those countries of people
fleeing the 14-month-old
Sudanese civil war.

Sudan is already the
world’s worst displacement
crisis with some 12 million
forced to flee their homes
and more than 2 million dis-
placed across borders. The
latest expansion of the UN
response plan brings to
seven the number of Afri-
can countries taking in large
numbers of Sudanese refu-
gees. The arrivals in Libya,
northwest of Sudan, raise
the prospect that the refu-
gees may continue their
journey to Europe across
the dangerous Mediterra-
nean route - a scenario
which UNHCR’s chief has
already warned about if aid
is not provided.

A UNHCR planning
document published on

Tuesday showed that the
agency expects to receive
149,000 in Libya before
year-end. It projects
55,000 for Uganda which
does not share a direct bor-
der with Sudan and already
hosts 1.7 million refugees
and asylum seekers from
other crises.

“It just speaks to the
desperate situation and
desperate decisions that
people are making, that
they end up in a place like
Libya which is of course
extremely, extremely diffi-
cult for refugees right now,”
the UNHCR’s Ewan
Watson told reporters in
Geneva, saying most had
arrived there from Darfur
where ethnic violence has
escalated.

At least 20,000 refu-
gees have already arrived
in Libya since last year,
with arrivals accelerating
in  recen t  months and
many thousands more
unregis tered ,  Watson
added.

Philippine says
to be ‘relentless’

in protecting
interests in South

China Sea
Monitoring Desk

MANILA: The Philip-
pines told China it will be
“relentless” in protecting
its interests and uphold-
ing its sovereignty, sover-
eign rights, and jurisdic-
tion in the South China
Sea, its foreign ministry
said on Tuesday.

But both countries
recognised the need to “re-
store trust, rebuild confi-
dence, and create condi-
tions conducive to pro-
ductive dialogue and inter-
action,” the Philippine
foreign ministry said in a
statement following the
ninth meeting of the
China-Philippines Bilat-
eral Consultation Mecha-
nism on the South China
Sea in Manila. Philippine
foreign affairs
undersecretary Theresa
Lazaro and Chinese vice-
foreign minister Chen
Xiaodong “had frank and
constructive discussions”
on the South China Sea.



Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah,  Editor: Syed Rizwan Shah, Printed by: Rohani Art Press, Mohammadi Town, Sohan, Islamabad and Published from H. No. 426, Street No. 20, Ghori Town Phase 4/A Islamabad  Ph: 051-2158688, 2158997, 0331-8383955   Email: dailyindisb@gmail.com

Daily Independent, Islamabad Wednesday July 03, 2024

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding national pre-
paredness for the Monsoon.

ISLAMABAD: A lady health worker administer
polio drops to young children during the year’s
fifth anti-polio campaign in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Heavy machinery being utilized for
expansion work of Club Road during development
work in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A view of traffic jam at Islamabad Expressway in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: First Deputy Foreign Minister of
Belarus Sergei Lukashevich meeting with Foreign
Secretary Muhammad Syrus Sajjad Qazi

IFA destroys
mint grown with
wastewater in ICT
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad Food Authority
(IFA) on Tuesday raided at
vegetable farms in the G-
12 area and destroyed mint
of hundreds kilograms, irri-
gated with wastewater on
one kanal land.

Talking to APP,
Deputy Director Opera-
tions (DDO) of IFA, Dr
Tahira Saddique said that
the IFA accompanied by
food safety teams (FSTs)
inspected a total of 10 kanal
land and found mint irri-
gated with wastewater on
one kanal, which was then
destroyed.

Dr. Tahira Siddique
stated that these vegetables
were meant to sell in the
vegetable market. Using
wastewater for irrigation
violates food safety rules.

Farmers received strict
warnings to stop using
wastewater for growing
vegetables, she added.

Dr. Siddique empha-
sized that contaminated
water could cause diseases
and only non-edible crops
could be irrigated with such
water.

The IFA was conduct-
ing strict monitoring to en-
sure a safe food supply.
Food safety teams were al-
ways active in the field to
provide quality and nutri-
tious food to the public, she
added.

SNGPL fulfills
long-standing

demand of
consumers

ISLAMABAD (APP): Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) has
added 14 kilometres of
18-inch diameter and 13
kilometres of 10-inch di-
ameter pipelines to the
system to address com-
plaints about low gas
pressure in Rawalpindi.

Accord ing to  an
SNGPL spokesperson,
Shahid Akram with the
complet ion  of th is
project, Rawalpindi con-
sumers will no longer
face issues of low gas
pressure, especially during
the winter season.

This project is a testa-
ment to the department’s
customer-friendly policies
and represents a significant
milestone in delivering ex-
cellent services.

PM forms high-level committee for
tackling monsoon emergencies

Dr. Raghib unveils comprehensive code
of conduct for Muharram-ul-Haram

Islamabad set to
launch electric bus

service; check all routes
ISLAMABAD (INP): The Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) has decided to launch an electric bus
service in Islamabad, with 30 buses set to start opera-
tions this week on two city routes.

The inauguration ceremony, expected to take place
on July 5, will be attended by either the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif or the Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi.
The buses will ply on two routes, ‘Nust to Pims’ and
‘Pims to Bari Imam’.

The first route will cover a distance of approximately
13 kilometers, with 13 stops, and a bus will arrive at
each stop every 10 minutes.

The second route will pass through several key loca-
tions, including G-7, G-6, Melody, Aabpara, Ataturk
Road, Serena Hotel, Foreign Office, Radio Pakistan,
and the Diplomatic Enclave.

The electric buses, which arrived in Islamabad last
month, are part of a larger fleet of 200 buses, with 70
more expected to arrive from Karachi and 60 from China.
The CDA has planned to operate these buses on 11 routes,
connecting rural and urban areas of Islamabad.

The buses are owned by the National Radio and
Telecommunication Corporation (NRTC), a subsidiary
of the Ministry of Defence, while the CDA will pay
Rs306 to Rs331 per kilometer in fare and provide logis-
tics to the contractor.

Judicial complex vandalism case:

ATC seeks report from Supdt
Adiala jail about production

of PTI founder

PMD, RIMES hold
Climate Application Forum

Parliamentary Taskforce
striving for sustainable

future for all: Bilal Kayani

Islamabad
election

petitions set for
early hearing

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Islamabad High Court Tri-
bunal has scheduled elec-
tion petitions from the
city’s constituencies for
early hearing.

The tribunal approved
multiple requests for expe-
dited hearings, summoning
Tariq Fazal Chaudhary and
Raja Khurram Nawaz on
July 8. Justice Tariq
Mahmood

Jahangiri has also called
upon Election Commission
officials to attend the next
hearing.

The decision comes in
response to requests filed
by Shoaib Shaheen and Ali
Bukhari, who sought a
faster resolution to the elec-
tion disputes. This move

highlights the tribunal’s
commitment to promptly
addressing electoral issues
in the capital.

The upcoming hearings
are expected to play a cru-
cial role in resolving the
pending election-related
matters in Islamabad.

Tourists visiting
Murree to be

provided
best possible
facilities: DC

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Commis-
sioner Murree Agha
Zaheer Abbas Shirazi
has said that the dis-
trict administration
will provide best pos-
sible facilities to the
tourist visiting the ar-
eas.

In a statement is-
sued on Tuesday, he
said that as per vision
of Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz,
practical steps were
being taken to pro-
mote tourism.

DC Agha Zaheer
Abbas instructed the
authorities concerned
to complete the devel-
opment works on
their stipulated time
to get desirous re-
sults and reviewed
other recreational fa-
cilities including
washrooms to be built
at Thanda Jangal en-
tertainment venue.

ISLAMABAD (APP):Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday formed a high-level commit-
tee to handle potential emergencies during the upcoming
monsoon season.

Chairing a review meeting to address the monsoon
forecast and potential emergencies, the prime minister
decided to personally supervise the response to any flood
situations during the monsoon.

Prime Minister Shehbaz emphasized integrating ad-
vanced monsoon information into national broadcasts,
stressing the regular dissemination of weather updates to
farmers. He assured full support to farmers during emer-
gencies, emphasizing the need for immediate assistance
in such situations.

He instructed all relevant institutions to remain on
high alert during the monsoon and directed the National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) to support
all provincial governments and related agencies.

The prime minister directed that advance informa-
tion about the monsoon be disseminated to people in
areas at risk of any emergency during the season. He

emphasized that farmers and residents located near rivers
and canals should be updated daily through the media and
other information sources.

During the meeting, the NDMA provided a detailed
briefing on the monsoon forecast and the areas at risk.
The forum was informed that heavy monsoon rains are
expected in the four provinces during the first and second
weeks of July. The forum was informed that this year’s
monsoon rains in Pakistan will move from the southeast
to the north. Rainfall is expected in the Potohar region
and the eastern part of Punjab during the first week of
July. The meeting was informed that in the second week
of July, there is a possibility of heavy rains in Rawalpindi,
Sargodha, Gujranwala, Lahore, and Faisalabad, with scat-
tered rainfall anticipated in Bahawalpur, Multan, Sahiwal,
and Dera Ghazi Khan divisions.

According to the briefing, a flood situation is antici-
pated in the Sutlej, Chenab, and Ravi rivers during the
first two weeks of August. Preparations for relocation
and emergency response have been completed in the ar-
eas surrounding these rivers.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD), in
collaboration with the Re-
gional Integrated
MultiHazard Early Warn-
ing System (RIMES) ar-
ranged a Climate Applica-
tion Forum on Tuesday.

This event brought to-
gether experts,
policymakers, and stake-
holders from various sec-
tors to discuss innovative
strategies and applications
for climate resilience and
disaster risk reduction.

The forum commenced
with an insightful keynote
address by Dr. Muhammad
Afzaal, Chief Meteorolo-
gist, PMD, who empha-
sized the critical need for
enhanced climate services

and innovative applications
to mitigate the impacts of
climate change.

Chief Guest Lt. Gen.
(Rted.) Nadeem Ahmad,
Advisor, RIMES high-
lighted the collaborative ef-
fort needed to tackle climate
change and extreme weather
events.

Sahibzad Khan, Direc-
tor General of PMD, said:
“This forum marks a sig-
nificant milestone in our
efforts to integrate cutting-
edge climate science with
practical applications. By
partnering with RIMES, we
are committed to advancing
our capabilities in early
warning systems and fos-
tering a culture of prepared-
ness and resilience in the
face of climate change.”

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Convener Parliamentary
Taskforce on Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs), Mr. Bilal Azhar
Kayani has said that the
taskforce is vigorously
striving for a sustainable
future for all.

He stated this while
talking to the UN Pakistan
Resident Coordinator Mr.
Mohamed Yahya who
called on him at the Parlia-
ment House Islamabad on
Tuesday.

During the meeting, the
two sides discussed the
current status of implemen-
tation of SDGs in Pakistan
and role of the Parliament
in the attainment of these
goals. They also deliberated
upon international best
practices and their socio-
economic compatibility in
terms of the contemporary
challenges faced by Paki-

stan.
It was stressed upon to

pro-actively assist the
MPs during the legislation
phase and to build knowl-
edge around the SDGs
framework to support lo-
calization & implementa-
tion of 2030 Agenda more
effectively.

Bilal Azhar Kayani
while reaffirming commit-
ment of the Parliament to
play a constructive role in
accelerating the progress to
achieve SDGs stated “Par-
liamentary Task Force on
SDGs is vigorously striv-
ing for a sustainable future
for all.”

The Convener also
added, “Parliamentary
Taskforce will complement
governments effort in en-
suring access to quality
education, better health fa-
cilities and devising strate-
gies to effectively tackle cli

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Council of Islamic Ideology
(CII) Chairman, Dr.
Muhammad Raghib
Hussain Naeemi on Tues-
day introduced a detailed
code of conduct for
Mu h arram-u l -Haram,
guided by the principles of
the Paigham-e-Pakistan
initiative.

Addressing a press
conference in the presence
of prominent scholars and
religious leaders, he said
this code underscores the
necessity for all citizens to
uphold the Constitution,
respect the state, and con-
sistently demonstrate their
allegiance.

Dr. Raghib emphasized
to respect for fundamental
rights enshrined in the
Constitution, including
equality before the law,
social and political rights,

and the freedom of expres-
sion, belief, worship, and
assembly.

He firmly rejected any
duress in the name of
implementing Islam, armed
action against the state,
violence, and chaos, label-
ing such acts as rebellion
against the spirit of Islamic
laws. He said no individual
has the right to declare
anyone, including govern-
ment and security person-
nel, as infidels.

Dr. Raghib urged the
scholars, religious leaders,
and individuals from all
sectors to fully support the
state and its institutions,
especially law enforcement
and armed forces, to eradi-
cate violence from society.
He advised the citizens to
avoid participating in
movements based on lin-
guistic, regional, religious,

or sectarian prejudices
against the state.

He condemned the
promotion of sectarian ha-
tred, armed sectarian con-
flict, or the imposition of
views on others by force
as a violation of Shariah and
a cause of disorder. He said
educational institutions,
whether private, public, or
religious, have been barred
from promoting militancy,
providing training, or fos-
tering hatred, extremism,
and violence, with legal ac-
tion to be taken against
those involved in such ac-
tivities.

Dr. Raghib said strict
administrative and puni-
tive measures are outlined
against those promoting
extremism, sectarianism,
and violence, regardless of
their organization or belief.
While all schools of

thought in Islam have the
right to preach their re-
spective beliefs, he said
spreading hatred or making
derogatory remarks or
baseless accusations
against any person, insti-
tution, or sect is strictly
prohibited.

He said the code pro-
hibits any disrespect to-
wards the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him), all Prophets,
the Mothers of the Believ-
ers, the Ahl al-Bayt, the
Rightly Guided Caliphs, or
the Companions. He em-
phasized that no individual
or group should obstruct
the investigation or pros-
ecution of blasphemy
cases. Only religious
scholars are permitted to
explain Shariah principles
based on religious doctrine,
with the decision to declare

someone an infidel falling
under the jurisdiction of
the court, he added.

Dr. Raghib said the
code also prohibits the
promotion of terrorism,
the provision of training to
terrorists, their recruit-
ment, or engagement in any
terrorist activities. He said
the curriculum in public,
private,  and religious
educational institutions
would include the eti-
quette of diverging opin-
ions, recognizing educa-
tional institutions as the
most suitable places for re-
search on jurisprudential
and ideological differ-
e n c e s .  H e  s a i d  a l l
Mu s l im c i t i z en s  a n d
government officials are
called to perform their
duties in light of Islamic
teachings and the Consti-
tution.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) Isl amab ad  has
sought report from su-
perintendent Adiala jail
about production of PTI
founder Imran Khan in
Judicial complex vandal-
ism case.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra has remarked challan
in respect of 176 accused
including PTI founder and
Pervaiz Elahi have come.
We are issuing non - bail-
able arrest warrants of
absenting accused. It is last
opportunity and if the at-
tendance is not ensured on
next hearing then the bail

will be revoked.
He gave these remarks

on Tuesday.
Hearing of two cases

registered in police stations
CTD and Golra against
PTI founder, Shah
Mehmood Qureshi, Umar
Ayub, Ali Nawaz Awan
and other leaders came
u p  fo r  h ea r ing in the
court.

Judge Tahir Abbas
Sipra called report from su-
perintendent Adiala Jail
with reference to produc-
tion of PTI founder.

The court adjourned
the hearing of the cases till
July 29.

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz chairing a special meeting
to review amendments to the proposed laws and rules for establishment of the
Punjab Enforcement Regulatory Authority

Empowering trans lives:

Islamabad Police, UKCAB’s signs MOU for
safety and education of transgender youth
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: According
to details, on the special in-
terest and directions of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad, Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, Islamabad Po-
lice has taken a commendable
step for the welfare of
transgender individuals.

In this regard, a memo-
randum of understanding
(MOU) has been signed be-
tween Islamabad Police and
UK Curriculum and Accredi-
tation Body (UKCAB) to
promote the protection and
welfare of homeless
transgender children aged 5
to 18.

On behalf of Islamabad
Police, Deputy Inspector
General of Police (DIG)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Raza,
signed the agreement, while
Chief Executive Officer of
UKCAB, Zaid Bhatti, signed

on behalf of UKCAB.
According to the agree-

ment, UKCAB will establish
a formal training institution
to enhance the capacity, pro-
vide training, and facilitate
activists associated with
Islamabad Police working for
the rights of transgender in-
dividuals, including
transgender children.

UKCAB will play a lead-
ing role in training teachers,
assessing and preparing the
curriculum, and running the

daily activities of the in-
sti tution. Meanwhile,
Islamabad Police will pro-
vide land and all necessary
facilities for the establishment
of primary, secondary, and
vocational institutes by
UKCAB.

Islamabad Police will
also develop SOPs for the
efficient functioning of the
institution and will be re-
sponsible for providing
complete security to all in-
stitutions.

Chairman HEC says

Pak-Iran ties can be
strengthened through
educational, cultural

cooperation
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC),
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed on
Tuesday said that Iran
has been the guardian of
knowledge, culture, and
heritage for centuries,
whereas Pakistan and
Iran can learn from each
other’s experiences as
neighbouring countries.

He was addressing as
chair to the opening ses-
sion of the two-day Sec-
ond International Confer-
ence on “Iran-Pakistan
Academic-Cultural Dia-
logue” here organized by
Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU) in col-
laborat ion  wi th  the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) of Paki-
stan.

Dr.  Mukhtar high-
lighted the importance of
Muslim countries setting
aside their mutual differ-
ences and uniting to ad-
dress common problems.
He also stressed that
Iran-Pakistan relations
can be further strength-
ened through educational
and cultural cooperation.

Furthermore, he em-
phasized the use of edu-

cat ion,  science,  and
knowledge for the better-
ment of humanity instead
of destruction. Lastly, he
also offered prayers and
condolences  fo r  the
former president of Iran
who recen t ly passed
away.

The head of the Ira-
nian delegation, Prof. Dr.
Seyyed Abolhasan
Navvab, addressed the
conference, expressing his
pleasure in visiting Pakistan
and Allama Iqbal Open
University. He underscored
the shared values between
Iran and Pakistan, high-
lighting the importance of
cooperation in education,
culture,  knowledge,
economy and science.

Prof. Dr. Navvab also
mentioned the vast op-
portunities for collabora-
t ion between the two
countries and expressed
gratitude for the support
from the Pakistani nation
and government. He con-
cluded by expressing his
willingness to visit Pakistan
frequently to further en-
hance the relationship,
and thanked AIOU and HEC
for organizing the confer-
ence.

No talks with PTI without
condemning May 09
violence: IIP Leader

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP) Central leader Aun
Chaudhry on Tuesday said
that no talks would be held
with the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leadership
without condemnation of
the May 09 violence.

Addressing a news con-
ference here at the National
Press Club (NPC), he said
that some reprehensible el-
ements were hatching con-
spiracies against the de-
mocracy and national in-
stitutions to defame the
country through their nega-
tive agenda but they would
not succeed in their mo-
tives.

Aun Chaudhry said
that the coalition govern-
ment was trying its best to

put the country on track
of development by ensur-
ing economic stability,
adding that it was launch-
ing mega projects during
ongoing regime not only to
boost national economy
but also steer out the coun-
try from economic crunch.

He said, “I pledge to
expose those elements in-
volved in May 09 inci-
dents and negotiations
with them are only pos-
sible after they tender
apology to the victims of
their violence and face le-
gal action.”

PTI leadership had al-
ways perpetrated chaos
and anarchy in the coun-
try and mocked at the
country’s institutions, he
added.


