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in Astana.

ASTANA: Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz in a group photo with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Plus Summit, held

Pakistan to pursue anti-terrorism, dispute resolution,
multilateralism goals during UNSC term: PM

Demands Israel’s accountability for war crimes in Palestine

ASTANA (APP):Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday while calling ef-
fective multilateralism a
key to address regional and
global challenges, reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to
just and peaceful resolution
of outstanding and ongoing
disputes, opposing unilat-
eral and illegal use of threats
or force, and combating ter-
rorism. The prime minister,
addressing the summit of
SCO Plus format, said dur-
ing its 2025-26 term as a
non-permanent member of
the United Nations Security
Council, “Pakistan remains
committed to pursuing just
and peaceful resolution of
outstanding and ongoing
disputes, opposing resort to
unilateral and illegal use of
threats or force, combating

terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations, and advanc-
ing SCO agenda in partner-
ship with member states.”
The SCO Plus format
meeting was held on the
sidelines of the 24th Sum-
mit of the Council of Heads
of State of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization
(SCO) at the Palace of Inde-
pendence in the capital city
of Kazakhstan. The prime
minister told the gathering
that complex global and re-
gional challenges could be
best addressed through ef-
fective multilateralism
within the UN framework.
He said Pakistan
brought to the UNSC its rich
experience and expertise,
and strong legacy of contri-
butions towards the main-
tenance of peace and secu-

rity. He congratulated Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
for holding the SCO sum-
mit and expressed the hope
that the Astana Declaration
and other documents
adopted at the event would
go a long way in strengthen-
ing efforts for the objectives
of peace and prosperity.
Highlighting the in-
creased incitement to hatred
and discrimination based on
race and religion, in particu-
lar Islamophobia, climate-
induced disasters and post-
COVID-19 impacts on the
countries, he said the chal-
lenges necessitated unity of
thought and action, uphold-
ing the value of peaceful
coexistence, resolving dis-
putes, and reposing confi-
dence in multilateralism.
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ASTAN: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif interacts with the world

leaders on the sidelines of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit.

“We are ready to hold talks, but within
framework of Pakistan’:

Terrorists’ organizations
killing common poor Balochs
levelling allegations of spy
to appease to lords, says Zia

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home and
Tribal Affairs, Mir Ziaullah
Langove has stated that the
terrorists’ organizations are
massacring the common
poor Balochistan after lev-
elling allegations of “spy”
against them.

In an official statement
issued here on Thursday,
the Provincial Minister
Home said that at the time
when Balochistan is pro-
gressing on path of devel-
opment and prosperity to-
day, the terrorism activities
are being carried out in Pa-
kistan especially

Balochistan on the behest
of enemy country, India.

He urged the human
rights organizations to raise
wholehearted voice against
these terrorists organizations
taking notice of their inhuman
acts. He mentioned that the
terrorists organizations are
attacking the armless and in-
nocent Balochs, security
forces and national instal-
lations in Quetta and other
rural areas of province for
their nefarious designs.

He inquired that
whether the state or gov-
ernment can be silenced
against those massacring the
innocent Baloch peoples?

CM, tribal chieftains, elders participate:

Senator Arbab Umar Farooq
assumes responsibilities of
chieftain of Kasis

Independent Report
QUETTA: The eldest son
oflate Nawab Arbab Abdul
Zahir Kasi, Senator Arbab
Umar Farooq Kasi assumed
the responsibilities of new
Nawab (chieftain) of Kasi
tribe here at a grand dastar
bandi (turban wearing) cer-
emony held at the Arbab
House here on Thursday.

The Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti as well as the
tribal chieftains, elders and
other dignitaries from dif-
ferent walks of life were in
attendance at the dastar

bandi ceremony.

Prominent among them
were the representative of
Chief of Sarawan, Nawab
Aslam Raisani, Nawabzada
Lashkari Raisani, Sardar
Kamal Khan Bangulzai,
Nawab Muhammad Khan
Shahwani, Prince Musa
Jan, former Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Kakar, besides others.

The Chief Minister
and other tribal elders and
dignitaries wore the turban
to new Nawab of Kasis,
Arbab Umar Farooq Khan
Kasi.

Senate passes
Election Act
Amendment

Bill 2024

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Senate of Pakistan on
Thursday passed the Elec-
tion Act Amendment Bill
2024.

The Election Commis-
sion will be able to appoint
retired High Court judges as
tribunals. The bill amended
Section 140 of the Election
Act.

The opposition staged
a token walkout from the
House At the time of ap-
proval of the Election Act
Amendment Bill. The op-
position senators also tore
copies of the bill. They also
shouted slogans.

They also staged a
walkout from the upper
house.

However, the opposi-
tion returned to the House
later. Senator Ali Zafar on
the occasion said that this
bill involves the

government’s ill will.
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Pakistan committed to
strengthen SCO for peace: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday, reaffirming Pakistan’s commitment to
SCO objectives of peace and prosperity, urged the
member states to put in their collective efforts against
terrorism, poverty alleviation and dispute resolution,
particularly the ongoing Israeli barbarism in Palestine.

“I reaffirm Pakistan’s commitment to working to-
gether to strengthen SCO as an active and integrated
regional forum to achieve the common objective of
peace and prosperity in line with the Shanghai spirit,”
the prime minister said addressing the 24th Summit of
the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO), which commenced here
in the capital city of Kazakhstan.

Titled “Strengthening Multilateral Dialogue —
Striving Towards a Sustainable Peace and Prosper-
ity”, the summit is being attended by leaders from
Pakistan, China, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkiye,
Uzbekistan, Belarus, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, India and oth-

SC suspends LHC decision,
ECP notifications on
tribunals’ formation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan on Thursday sus-
pended the verdict of
Lahore High Court (LHC)
and the notification of Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) regarding the
establishment of election
tribunals, and ordered to
address the matter with
consultation.

A five-member larger
bench, led by Chief Justice
of Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa
and comprised on Justice
Amin Ud Din Khan, Jus-
tice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Justice Naecem
Akhtar Afghan and Justice
Ageel Abbasi heard the ap-
peal against the establish-
ment of election tribunal.

In its order regarding
the hearing, the court said
that the ECP’s lawyer
showed the letter dated
June 27, to the registrar
LHC. The ECP first wrote

letters to the high courts of
four provinces for estab-
lishment of election tribu-
nals.

The first two tribunals
were formed with collabo-
ration of LHC which were
insufficient, after that the
names of six more judges
were sent by the LHC as
tribunals.

It said that the ECP ap-
pointed only two judges
out of six as tribunals. The
dispute rises after the LHC
formed more tribunals, it
added.

The top court said that
the ECP is a constitutional
institution while the Chief
Justice LHC is also the
head of a constitutional
institution. The matter
could have been resolved if
a meeting of chief justice
LHC and ECP convened, it
said, adding that the top
court respects the both in-
stitutions.

Comprehensive strategy prepared
to maintain law & order during
Muharramul Haram, says IGP

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Inspector
General of  Police
Balochistan, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh has stated that a
comprehensive strategy has
been prepared to maintain
law and order situation dur-

ing the month of
Muharramul Haram.
The IGP was presiding

over a high level meeting re-
garding security during
Muharramul Haram in the
province, here on Thursday.

The meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner
Quettam  Muhammad

Hamza Shafqaat, senior po-
lice officers, representatives
of the Balochistan Shia Con-
ference, sunni ulemas, lead-
ers of Anjuman Tajran be-
sides other concerned.

During the meeting,
matters about security and
other related arrangements
during Muharramul Haram
were discussed.

It was decided that po-
lice, levies, Frontier Corps
and personnel of other se-
curity agencies would be re-
sponsible for security while
monitoring the arrangements
during Muharram.

QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan

Abdul Khalig Sheikh talk-

ing with Ulema of different sects and leaders of Anjuman Tajiran regarding
security arrangement during Muharramul Haram. Commissioner Quetta
Hamza Shafqaat is also present

Extensive briefing conducted on initiatives of CM Sarfraz Bugti-led government:

Political process necessary till
grassroots level for making
Balochistan complete hub of
peace, stresses Chairman PPP

Bilawal Batutto Zardari says narrative of terrorism has to be defeated to
foil nefarious designs of terrorists; urges Balochistan government to
expedite compensation process initiated for affectees of 2022 floods

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has emphasized
upon initiating political
process up to grassroots
level in order to make
Balochistan complete hub
of peace. He also stressed
that the narrative of terror-
ism should have to be de-
feated for foiling the nefari-
ous designs of terrorists.
The Chairman PPP
hailed the first Youth Policy
and stressed to implement
it fully so as to provide

youngsters.

He directed to com-
plete the projects of health
in the province immedi-
ately. In addition to this, the
Chairman Bilawal directed
to expedite completion of
the project of construction
of homes for those affected
in the floods 0f 2022 in the
province.

Similarly, he directed to
take steps on emergent ba-
sis for improving the infra-
structure all over
Balochistan. The Chairman
PPP expressed these views
and issued directives dur-
ing briefing conducted for

formance of the provincial
government in different sec-
tors here on Thursday. The
Chairman PPP arrived in the
metropolis on Thursday.
The Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti,
Provincial Ministers Mir
Zahoor Buledi, Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani, Ali
Madad Jatak, Sardarzada
Faisal Jamali, and Bakht
Muhammad Kakar and Ad-
visor to CM for Industries,
Ali Hassan Zehri, parlia-
mentary Secretary Mir
Asghar Rind, spokesman of
provincial government,
Shahid Rind, Chief Secre-
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and Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti being briefed about law and order situation
and development projects. Provincial Ministers and senior officials are also
present

On SCO
sidelines, PM
interacts with

world leaders

ASTANA (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday interacted with
world leaders as they gath-
ered here in the capital city
of Kazakhstan to attend
the 24th summit of the
Council of Heads of State
of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO).

On the sidelines of the
summit, the prime minister
interacted with the Secre-
tary-General of the United
Nations Antonio Guterres
and discussed regional and
international matters.

He also had an interac-
tion with Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Azerbaijan’s President
IlTham Aliyev, President
Emomali Rahmon of
Tajikistan, Kyrgyz Presi-
dent Sadyr Japarov and
President Aleksandr
Lukashenko of Belarus, and
discussed bilateral and
other matters of mutual in-
terest.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz also joined the
participating leaders to sign
the declaration at the con-
clusion of the summit that
was held under the title
“Strengthening Multilateral
Dialogue — Striving To-
wards a Sustainable Peace
and Prosperity,” and at-
tended by leaders from Pa-
kistan, China, Russia,
Tajikistan, Turkiye,
Uzbekistan, Belarus, Iran,
Kyrgyzstan, India and oth-
ers.

Bugti meets
Bilawal, briefs
about public

welfare projects

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief
Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
had meeting with the
Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
here at the CM secretariat
on Thursday.

During the course of
meeting, Chairman PPP
inquired about the public
welfare projects being ex-
ecuted in Balochistan.

The Chief Minister
gave detail briefing about
the budget of the province
for new financial year.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari particularly asked
about the projects of edu-
cation and health sectors
in the province.

Maintaining balance
between resources & issues
big challenge: Governor

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has un-
derlined the need to increase
the gross national product,
build capacity and
strengthen tax recovery
system further.

The Governor pointed
out that our natural re-
sources are less, but social
issues are more than them.

He said that it is a chal-
lenge for the government to
maintain balance between
the limited resources and is-
sues being faced by the
people.

However, the economic
experts can provide guid-
ance to meet the require-
ments of increasing popu-
lation in the limited re-
sources.

The Governor was
speaking to the Provincial
Minister for Finance and
Mines & Mineral Develop-
ment, Mir Shoaib

Nausherwani who called on
him here at the Governor’s
House on Thursday.

During the course of
meeting, the overall politi-
cal situation of the country
and province as well as
transfer of fruits of devel-
opment and government’s
initiatives at the lower level
and other matters of mutual
interests were discussed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor stressed
that we have to make seri-
ous decisions for stabiliz-
ing the country’s economic
system besides benefitting
the general public from the
fruits of development in the
province.

He was of the strong
view that financial matters
would be improved by re-
ducing the non-develop-
ment expenditures.

He also said that we can
secure our future with mu-
tual consultation and com-
bined efforts.

QUETTA: Provincial Fina

nce Minister Mir Shoaib

Nausherwani meeting with Governor Balochistan
Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

Power Division

New electricity tariff
to be applicable
from July 1

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Power Division
on Thursday announced
that the new electricity tar-
iff would be applicable
from July 1 adding that new
rates would be notified af-
ter hearing of National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Au-
thority (NEPRA).

The new tariff would
have little impact on the
monthly bills of most con-
sumers, said a statement is-
sued here.

The government would
provide subsidy of Rs 440
billion to minimize increase
in electricity bills, it further
said.

The increase would be
less than 2 per cent for

10.68 million poor consum-
ers which constitute
around 58 per cent of total
consumers. For remaining
42 per cent well of consum-
ers, the average increase
would be around 9 per cent,
the statement further said.

Electricity tariff were
expected to decrease with
improvement in the
economy.

By January 2025, elec-
tricity tariff for all consum-
ers were expected to de-
crease by an average 3 per
cent as compared to June
2024, the statement said.

Keeping in view of 75
per cent cost of the power
sector, imposing fixed
charges was necessary.
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Elusive justice

In Pakistan, justice of any form is, more often than
not, difficult to come by. Recently, judges and pros-
ecutors from across the country found themselves
in agreement at a seminar in Karachi on the need to
urgently reform the colonial-era Code of Criminal
Procedure, which, it seemed from the discussion,
was the biggest hurdle they faced in ensuring jus-

tice.

Several other proposals also came forth, among
which were some to improve the investigation and
prosecution of criminal activity through improved
coordination and communication between investi-
gators and prosecutors, with a view to preventing
the collapse of cases due to insufficient or defec-

tive evidence.

Other recommendations included the introduc-
tion of deterrent measures to prevent frivolous and
false litigation, a pervasive issue plaguing the legal
system. Yet more changes were sought from the
legislative branch, including depoliticisation of the
police and proactive legislation on legal reforms from

the political leadership.

One need only conduct a brief survey of those
who have come into contact with the legal system
to realise that it is fundamentally broken. From an-
tediluvian laws to a corrupt enforcement apparatus,
from a perennially understaffed judicial system to
inept prosecution and perverse penal systems —
none work towards ensuring justice, one of the most
basic duties of any state towards its citizens.

These days, it is just as common for the ac-
cused to walk free in instances where it seems obvi-
ous that a crime has been committed as it is for a
seemingly innocent citizen to be punished for an
obviously fabricated crime for which there is no
compelling evidence on the record. It is no wonder,
then, that victims often run from the justice system,
instead of turning to it: they would rather resign
themselves to living with injustice than dare to hope
for reparations from the state.

A similar sentiment was expressed by former
prime minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi on the same
day the Pakistan Prosecution Forum was discuss-
ing reforms. Perhaps exasperated by an account-
ability case which has, by Mr Abbasi’s account,
“been pending for five years without progress”,
the politician said the country “will not progress till
NAB exists”. NAB, the state’s tool of choice for
putting out-of-favour politicians out of commission,
has provided some of the most prominent examples
of how perverted our legal system can be.

However, as discussed earlier, the actual prob-
lem is much deeper. Till the Pakistani justice system
institutionalises the fundamental principles of jus-
tice — fairness, equality and entitlement — it can-
not fulfil its responsibilities. It also seems that the
tools it is equipped with — ie, various laws and
procedures — are insufficient for this purpose.
Therefore, the legislature needs to step up and ad-
dress the existing deficiencies in the legal system.
This is one of the most pressing issues of our time.

Mango diplomacy

F.S. Aijazuddin

It was a brave attempt.
Our embassy in Washing-
ton, after having failed to
stem the tsunami of the
US Congressional vote
on Resolution HR 901
(368 for, seven against)
threw a mango party to in-
fluence Biden’s faltering
administration.

The last time this
friendly fruit had been
used in our diplomacy was
in the 1950s, when some
mangoes grown in the
Chinese embassy (then in
Karachi) were sent to
Chairman Mao Zedong.

Later, president Ziaul
Haq tried to sweeten Mrs
Indira Gandhi’s sourness
with lychee juice. She re-
mained unmoved. To her,
it tasted of military blanco.

At the recent mango
party in DC, the gu--est of
honour Elizabeth
Horst, principal deputy
assistant secretary in the
State De--p-artment —
spoke feelingly about the
Pak-US “long-standing
relationship” as being in
“the best place it’s been
in years”. She neglected
to say that she was there
out of official necessity,
nor that she was on her
way to Sri Lanka as the
next US ambassador there.

Nor did she dilute
the message by the bipar-
tisan US House of Repre-
sentatives, urging Presi-
dent Joe Biden “to col-
laborate with Pakistan in
upholding democracy,
human rights, and the rule
of law”. The House as-
sumes that 81-year-old
Biden is still compos men-
tis and can remember
where Pakistan is.

Biden has probably
forgotten that he came to
Lahore on Feb 18 to moni-
tor the 2008 general elec-
tion. He asked a minister
in the interim Punjab cabi-
net what would be the
outcome. He was told:
“The parties have to ac-
cept its conduct, its con-
sequences, and the nov-
elty of a coalition govern-
ment.” The results came
in. The PPP and PML-N
had to form a coalition
government. They fell

out. The PPP then allied
itself with the MQM, ANP
and JUI-F.

Sixteen years have
passed since the time
when the US felt Pakistan
was important enough to
send three senators there
to report on its general
elections. Now, if we ap-
pear on the State
Department’s screen, it is
for the wrong reasons.

Resolution HR 901
should not have come as
a surprise, either here or
in the US. It had been ges-
tating since November
2023, a bipartisan indict-
ment, parented by a Re-
publican from Georgia and
a Democrat from Michi-
gan. It emphasised “the
importance of free and fair
elections, calling for a thor-
ough and independent in-
vestigation into any
claims of interference or
irregularities in Pakistan’s
2024 elections”.

It also “urged Paki-
stan to uphold democratic
and electoral institutions,
human rights, and the rule
of law, and respect the
fundamental guarantees
of due process, freedom
of press, of assembly, and
of speech of the people of
Pakistan”. Contestants in
Miss Universe pageants
have made more convinc-
ing appeals for world
peace and harmony.

Going further, “the
resolution condem-ned ef-
forts to suppress demo-
cratic participation in Pa-
kistan. It specifically
denou-n-ced harassment,
intimidation, violence,
ar------ bitrary detention,
and restrictions on
internet access, as well as
any violations of human,
civil, or political rights”.
Every-thing, except the
stinking kitchen sink.

Our missions in
Washington and the UN
had enough notice of HR
901 to sandbag against its
impact. Our government,
awakened from a cipher-
induced stupor, reacted
by shooting its messen-
gers. It removed our
representatives in
Washington and New
York.

Their replacements

have a difficult task
ahead. They have to de-
velop a strategy that
must anticipate Biden’s
funeral without sporting
black armbands. They
must prepare them-
selves for the probable
(inevitable?) coronation
of Donald Trump.

A hurricane of
change 1is blowing
through the world’s de-
mocracies. Great Britain
is likely to have a Labour
government after 14
years of continuous
Conser-vat-ism. In
France, Mac-ron
watches help-lessly as
its electorate oscillates
between the far right
and far left. Iran’s vot-
ers are being asked to
choose between
hardliner Saeed Jalili
and the relatively less
conservative Masoud
Pezeshkian. The low
turnout of Iranian vot-
ers reflected their dimin-
ished interest.

In such a volatile
environment, the natu-
ral question is whether
our Foreign Office is
equipped to do its job.
Gone are the days when
India’s MEA envied
Pakistan’s nimble diplo-
macy. They begrudged
that we got more of a
bang for our buck.

Today, our foreign
ministry is in the hands
of a former chartered ac-
countant. He divides his
time between part-time
responsibilities as
deputy prime minister
and his enduring love,
the finance ministry.

Some in the foreign
ministry think we should
not take Resolution HR
901 seriously. Others ap-
prehend that the mas-
sive endorsement of it is
a warning to our govern-
ment that we are losing
friends faster than a poli-
tician sheds principles.
The Chinese, the Saudis,
the UAE, and now the
US are palpably inching
away from us. Isolation,
to paraphrase Paul
Cezanne, may temper the
strong; it is the stumbling
block of the uncertain. -
- Courtesy Dawn

Peace or weapons?

Naeem Sadiq

On Feb 28,2013, the then
interior minister Rehman
Malik, in a written reply,
informed the National
Assembly (NA) that his
ministry issued 11,776
prohibited bore arms li-
cences in 2008; 27,551 in
2009; 5,7891in2010; 8,369
in 2011; and 15,988 in
2012, thus empowering
parliament with 69,473
prohibited bore weapon
licences. A simple calcu-
lation suggests that on
average every MNA got
203 prohibited bore
weapon licences over a
period of five years. This
must be the world’s most
well-armed parliament,
whose assets could
spark envy in any mem-
ber of the National Rifle
Association (NRA).

OnAug21,2019, the
government issued SRO
(1)/ 2019, lifting the ban
on issuance of prohib-
ited bore weapon li-
cences for nine catego-
ries of individuals — the
president, prime minister,
Senate chairman, NA
Speaker, governors,
chief ministers, federal
ministers, Supreme Court
and high court judges.
They were now free to
purchase or receive as
gifts lethal weapons of
‘prohibited’ bore cat-
egory. The notification
was objected to by a Su-
preme Court judge who
wrote, “the judges’ code
of conduct did not per-
mit receiving such gifts.
What moral authority will
the government exercise
in tackling the spread of
weapons by encourag-
ing the spread of yet
more lethal prohibited
bore weapons?”

On Sept 25,2021, the
government announced
a yet more crazy and
classist notification ex-
tending the list of ben-
eficiaries of prohibited
bore weapons licences to
include all members of
the Senate, the national
and provincial assem-
blies, and all Grade 21
and 22 officers. Gener-
ously, it clarified that
they were all entitled to

not one but two prohib-
ited bore arms licences.

In 2024, information
received under the right
to information law re-
vealed that KP had is-
sued 68,9510 arms li-
cences in the last 10
years, while Sindh
blessed its citizens with
115,467 in the same pe-
riod.

It is beyond com-
prehension that a nation
in such dire need of
peace and tolerance
would engage in such
proliferation of the in-
struments of crime, vio-
lence and militancy. One
can safely assume that
every gun licence in Pa-
kistan was issued with-
out mandatory verifica-
tion, training, back-
ground check or written
test. They were either is-
sued as an act of ap-
peasement or through
political clout, status,
power or bribe. Perhaps,
Pakistan could have had
greater success in com-
bating terrorism if, in-
stead of the wishy-
washy ‘20-point Na-
tional Action Plan’, it
had chosen just a single-
point agenda of eliminat-
ing all weapons. Here is
how it could still be ac-
complished.

The government
must understand that
crime and militancy in
Pakistan stems from its
own flawed arms-pro-
moting policies, its legal
and illegal gun-licensing
facilities and its failure to
monitor the sale, smug-
gling and spread of
weapons. Arms posses-
sion must be declared as
the exclusive domain of
the state; no citizen, re-
gardless of his or her sta-
tus, wealth, influence or
political clout, should be
allowed to possess,
carry, store, buy, sell or
display a weapon — li-
censed or otherwise.

In compliance with
Article 256 of the Con-
stitution, private militias
operated by militants in
urban, riverine and
mountain areas, regard-
less of their size and pa-
trons, must be dis-

banded via the full might
of the state. The import,
sale, purchase, transpor-
tation, delivery and pos-
session of all kinds of
weapons except
those in use by law-en-
forcement agencies —
must be banned. Issu-
ance of all types of gun
licences be banned;
those already issued
must be declared null
and void. The discrimi-
natory and discretionary
Arms Ordinance should
be struck down. Starting
with unlicensed weap-
ons, all citizens must be
made to surrender their
weapons through an
incentivised buy-back
scheme.

Private weapons
ma---nufacturing in ar-
eas like Darra Adam Khel
ought to be regulated
and directed towards ex-
port rather than home
consumption. The Small
Arms Sur-vey (Switzer-
land), in its 2018 report
Esti-mating Global Civi-1-
ian-Held Firearms Num-
bers, estimates 43.9 mil-
lion guns held by civil-
ians in Pakistan — far
more than the combined
number held by all the
law-enforcing
organisations of the
country. We could learn
much about gun control
from Australia, the UK,
New Zealand, Japan,
China and Vietnam, which
have successfully and
smartly tackled this men-
ace. On the other hand,
successive Pakistani gov-
ernments have contrib-
uted actively to violence
and militancy via the is-
suance of uncontrolled
gun licences, creating
special provisions of pro-
hibited bore arms for its
militant elite (violative of
Articles 25 and 256), us-
ing weapons as an instru-
ment of political bribe and
neglecting the rampant
smuggling and sale of ille-
gal arms. It has two
choices: pursue peace and
progress or remain em-
broiled in the world of mili-
tancy and armed militias. It
would do well to log out of
its NRA mindset. - Cour-
tesy Dawn

Commerce News

Privatization Commission asked for
ensuring cooperation with companies

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Privatization,
Investment Board and
Communications Abdul
Aleem Khan on Thursday
directed that all
stakeholders should be
taken on board for the
privatization of national
institutions and the
Privatization Commission
should ensure its full
cooperation to the
companies coming forward
with serious offers.

The minister was
chairing a high-level
meeting of the Board of
Privatization Commission
to finalize the privatization

of various institutions and
regarding important issues
related to it, said a press
release.

Abdul Aleem Khan
said the Prime Minister
wants the privatization of
PIA as soon as possible so
there should be no further
delay while completing the
remaining process in this
regard. He said that
Privatization Commission
should attain financial
autonomy by reducing its
dependence on the Federal
Government and ensure

increase in its own
resources. Moreover,
Federal Minister

Privatization Abdul Aleem
Khan, Minister of Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb
and Minister of Law Azam
Nazir Tarrar held a meeting
to review the progress on
privatization of House
Building Finance
Corporation. In this
meeting, it was agreed that
the protection of the
employees  of  the
institution will be kept in
view during its
privatization. The
technical and legal aspects
of the privatization of the
House Building Finance
Corporation (HBFC) were
also discussed in the

meeting and a negotiation
session was held with
business group interested
in purchase of the HBFC
along with the officers of
the Privatization
Commission. Minister for
Privatization Abdul Aleem
Khan directed that all
proposals for privatization
should be opened in front
of cameras in the presence
of the media so that there
should be no question on
its transparency. Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb and Law
Minister Azam Nazir
Tarrar also emphasized on
the privatization.

Khan chairing 220th meeting of the Privatisation Commission Board.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairperson

Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP),

Senator Rubina Khalid, and Country Director of the Asian Development
Bank (ADB), Mr. Yong Ye, met at BISP Headquarters, Islamabad to discuss
empowering BISP beneficiaries through innovative skill development and
global job market integration.

Shaza advocates for enhancing
technological exchanges
between Pakistan, China

ISLAMABAD (APP):
State  Minister  for
Information Technology
and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja has
advocated for enhancing
technological exchanges
and cooperation between
Pakistan and China, aiming
towards a more robust
digital future together.

In an interview with
China.com.cn, she
highlighted China’s
transformative digital
economic development as
nothing short of a miracle
and expressed her
anticipation for

strengthened technological
collaboration between the
two nations. Currently in
China to attend the 2024
Global Digital Economy
Conference at the Beijing
National Convention
Center, Shaza Fatima
Khawaja believes the
conference will catalyze
meaningful cooperation. It
offers a platform for
companies from both
countries to explore joint
ventures, share best
practices, and engage in
knowledge exchange.

She said that China
has established its leading

position in  global
technology and innovation.
China’s progress in
artificial intelligence, big
data, cloud computing and
5G  technology is
particularly remarkable,
she added.The Minister
said, the Belt and Road
Initiative and the Digital
Silk  Road  project
demonstrate that China is
committed to building an
interconnected and
technologically advanced
world.In recent years, the
global economic landscape
has witnessed a digital
revolution.

NY State Assembly
Deputy Speaker meets
Minister for Commerce

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
high-level delegation led by
Deputy Speaker New York
State Assembly Phil
Ramos on Thursday met
with  Minister  for
Commerce, Jam Kamal
Khan to explore the
avenues for enhancing
mutual trade interests
between the two regions.
The meeting
emphasized several key
areas of collaboration,
including the establishment
of a Sister State relationship
between New York and
various Pakistani
provinces, which would

bolster cooperation in
trade, health and education
sectors.Both sides also
discussed the potential
signing of agreements and
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) to
formalize and improve
trade relations, said a press
release.

Speaking on the
occasion, Jam Kamal
highlighted the importance
of multi-level connectivity,
people to people, business
to business and
government to government
to enhance bilateral
relations.

NA Committee for
ensuring resource
mobilization for farmers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Assembly
Standing Committee on
Food Security and Research
on Thursday emphasized
the need to ensure farmers
support with resources
mobilization such as high-
quality seeds, fertilizers
and access to credit for
sustainable agriculture
development in the
country.

Chaired by Syed
Hussain Tariq as its
Chairman, the Committee

also stressed the need to focus
on expanding research
initiatives to develop climate-
resilient crop varieties to
maintain national food safety
and security, said a press
release. The Committee
underscored the importance
of investing in agricultural
research and development
(R&D). They proposed
increasing funding for
agricultural universities and
research institutions to
develop new farming
techniques and seed varieties.

EuroAsia Pak Digital Forum
to forge new digitalized CPEC

BEIJING (APP): Minister
of State for IT and
Telecommunications,
Shaza Fatima Khawja said
that in the next stage, the
collaboration between
Pakistan and China would
extend from traditional to
new or upgraded economic
corridors such as
transportation, circulation
and exchange of data.
“Pakistan’s human
resources could not be
underestimated in the
world. 60% of our
population is under the age
of 35, which is both an

closely with China to
provide systematic sci-
tech training to such a huge
talent pool, we are going to
maximize the role of our
valuable resources in such
a digital age,” she said at
the EuroAsia Pakistan
Digital Economy Forum
held in Beijing.

The Minister gave a
detailed introduction to the
experience gained by Prime
Minister Sharif after his
recent visit to China with
a delegation, repeatedly
emphasizing that the
Pakistani government has

governance, CEN reported
on Thursday.

Dr. Zhao Baige,
recipient of the “Medal of
Excellence Crescent”
National Honorary Medal
of Pakistan, echoed by a
series of  specific
suggestion. “Training of all
types and levels badly need
to be a top priority. Training
at not only the government
level, but also non-
governmental and corporate
levels should be included in
the entire system, due to the
cross-border connections
are the key to the success

opportunity and a regardedthedigital fieldas of the entire digital
challenge. By working a top priority for current economy revolution.”
S.Arabia wins BISP-ADB to connect
Presidency « o . .
of ACAO | beneficiaries with global job
Executive | markets and skill programs
Council

RIYADH (SPA/APP): The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
unanimously won the
presidency of the Executive
Council of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization
(ACAO) during the 28"
Ordinary General
Assembly meeting in
Rabat, Morocco. Minister
of Transport and Logistic
Services, Eng. Saleh Al-
Jasser, stated that this
victory reflects the
Kingdom’s high status in
international and regional
organizations.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) and
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) have joined hands
to strengthen technical
collaboration for
empowering BISP
beneficiaries and lifting
them out of poverty
through innovative skill
development and global job
market integration.This
was shared during a meeting
between Chairperson
BISP, Senator Rubina
Khalid and Country

Director of the Asian
Development Bank
(ADB), Mr. Yong Ye.

Speaking on the
occasion, Senator Rubina
Khalid emphasized the
need for ADB’s assistance
in developing skill
enhancement initiatives
and connecting
beneficiaries to
international job markets.

“ADB’s support in
designing these programs
will be instrumental in
breaking the cycle of
poverty.”
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CM chairs meeting to finalize
Muharram security plans

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur,
chaired a meeting to review
the arrangements for
Muharram ul Haraam.

The meeting was
attended by the Chief
Secretary, IG Police,
Additional Chief Secretary
Home, and other senior
officials.

The meeting
discussed the security plan
for Muharram, which
includes the deployment of
40,000 security personnel,
including FC and Pakistan
Army troops, to ensure the
safety of processions and
majalis.

A central control
room will be established to
monitor the security
situation, and CCTV

swiofPunjabPK
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LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Information

cameras will be installed to
oversee the processions.

Special arrangements
have been made for
sensitive areas, including
additional security forces
and the establishment of
special check posts.
Mobile services will be
suspended in these areas,
and social media will be
monitored to prevent the
spread of hate speech.

Health and rescue
services will be on high
alert during Muharram,
with  special teams
deployed to handle any
emergencies.

Chief Minister
directed officials to ensure
a peaceful Muharram,

emphasizing the
importance of maintaining
law and order and

preventing any untoward

incidents.

He also appealed to
the public to cooperate
with the government in
maintaining peace and
harmony during the month.

Religious scholars
and public figures will be
engaged to promote peace
and harmony and to
prevent the spread of hate
speech.

Tents will be set up
along procession routes to
provide shade for
participants, and
electricity arrangements
will be made to ensure an

uninterrupted power
supply. A coordination
system has been

established among all
relevant departments and
agencies to ensure the
smooth observance of
Muharram.

an

Broadcasting Azma Bukhari and Provincial
Minister for Agriculture and Livestock Syed Ashiq
Hussain Kirmani talking to the media in a press
conference in DGPR of the provincial capital.

KP Govt to utilize
receipts from oil, gas
on concerned districts

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
has decided to further
improve the production
bonus guidelines issued for
the better utilization of the
receipts in the districts
with oil and gas production
capacity and to involve the
district administrations of
the respective districts in
the consultation process
for the purpose.

Work has been started
on forming committees for the
utilization of using the income

from oil and gas reserves
discovered in Dera Ismail
Khan and North Waziristan
in the development process
in the respective districts so
that the population related to
the natural resources of oil and
gas could be benefited to
maximum extent.

In this connection, the
Energy and Power
Department of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in light of the
instructions of the KP Chief
Minister organized a one-day
consultative seminar was
organized in a local hotel.

BISP-KP DG
directs for more
BISP centers
in DI Khan

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Benazir Income
Support Program (BISP)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Director General (DG),
Zohra Aslam on Thursday
directed the authorities
concerned to open more
centers to benefit maximum
women.She stated this
during his visit to different
BISP centers in Dera Ismail
Khan wherein she also
inspected the arrangements
and distribution process of
the stipend amount among
the beneficiaries. The
director general expressed
her satisfaction over the
arrangements. However,
she directed the BISP staff
to further improve their
behaviour towards the
beneficiaries.Speaking on
this occasion, Zohra Aslam
informed that about
130,000 families were
being benefitted through
BISP.Similarly, she said,
the educational stipends
were being provided to the
children of BISP’s
beneficiaries under
‘Waseela-e-Taleem’
program. Besides, she
added, the ‘Benazir
Nashonuma Centres’ were
also established for
children’s malnutrition.
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GILGIT: Governor Gilgit-Baltistan SyedMehdi S

hah addressing during the

Paigham-e-Pakistan Conference, an initiative to maintain peace and harmony
in Gilgit-Baltistan organized by Govt of Gilgit-Baltistan.

Government to uplift
marginalised segments
of society: Arora

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Minorities Ramesh Singh
Arora attended a
consultative session of the
Pakistan Poverty
Alleviation Fund (PPAF)
on Thursday and said that
the Punjab government
wanted to uplift all
marginalised sections of
society.

Addressing the
session, he said that
initially formed with the
support of Nawaz Sharif,
the PPAF had been a
cornerstone institution in
Pakistan for over 25 years,

delivering  impactful
projects across various
sectors, including health,
education, flood relief, and

the Benazir Income
Support Programme.
Minister Arora

highlighted his involvement
with the PPAF from 2003
to 2008 and praised its
significant contributions
towards its mission and
vision.

He emphasised the
upcoming projects focusing
on providing skills training
to minority students,
ensuring their inclusion and
empowerment.

Punjab to set up
Polio Counters at entry
points of province

LAHORE (APP): On the
directions of the Chief
Minister Punjab, the
provincial government has
stepped up its efforts to
ensure the complete
eradication of polio and has
decided to establish polio
counters at all 14 entry and
exit points of the province.

The decision was
taken during a meeting of
the Provincial Taskforce on
Polio Eradication held at the
Civil Secretariat.Provincial
ministers Khawaja Salman
Rafique, Khawaja Imran

Nazir, Chief Secretary
Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman, Secretary Health
Ali Jan, Punjab Polio
Prevention Program head
Khizar Afzal and officers
concerned attended the
meeting. The participants
agreed to raise the target of
routine immunization to 95
percent for prevention of
polio and other diseases.

Khawaja Salman
Rafique said that during the
next anti-polio campaign,
all the provincial ministers
would be present.

15 dead,
1342 injured
in Punjab road

accidents

LAHORE (APP): At least
fifteen people died while
1342 were injured in 1238
road accidents in all 37
districts of Punjab during
the last 24 hours. Out of
whom, 615 people with
serious injuries were
shifted to different
hospitals, while 727
people with minor injuries
were treated on the spot by
Rescue Medical Teams.

Analysis show 746
drivers, 52 underage
drivers, 136 pedestrians,
and 475 passengers were
among the victims of road
crashes.

LHC orders
police to ensure

recovery of
brother of Gill

LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
while ordering police to
ensure recovery of brother
of Dr Shahbaz Gill
adjourned the hearing of
the case till July 18.

Justice Amjid Rafiq of
LHC heard the petition
Thursday. Home secretary
Punjab Noor ul Amin
Mengal, DIG operations
Faisal Kamran and other
officers appeared in the
court. The state council
told during the hearing data
of geo fencing was obtained
on Monday under the
orders of the court.

Salman Rafique visits
PDMA to review
monsoon arrangement

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Health and Chairman ofthe
Cabinet Committee on
Disaster Management,
Khawaja Salman Rafique
on Thursday reached
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) Headquarters to
review monsoon rains
preparations and river
conditions.

He toured the PDMA
control room where

Director General PDMA
Irfan Ali Kathia briefed
him in detail about the
status of monsoon rains

and water levels in rivers
and working of the
department to meet the
challenges.

Minister Rafique also
reviewed the safety
measures in place across
the province regarding the
monsoon rains.

On the occasion,
Khawaja Salman Rafique
said that preparations were
complete to tackle the
torrential rains and
potential floods in Punjab

and an awareness
campaign was being
conducted regarding

precautionary measures.
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RAWALPINDI: Water and Sanitation Agency
(WASA) establish Flood Response Unit at
Guwalmandi near Nullah Lai as pre-monsoon spell
is expected to start from Thursday to Sunday and
assured that all necessary arrangements have been
made in this regard by Rawalpindi Development

Authority (RDA).

Qasim visits Medical
Complex to inaugurate
welfare initiatives

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Health
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Mr. Syed
Qasim Ali Shah, visited
Hayatabad Medical
Complex today for the
inauguration of
important public welfare
projects.

He was received and
welcomed by  the
President of IDF-HMC,
Dr. Nazeef Ullah.

The Health Minister
was briefed on the launch
of the Free Drugs Bank
for underprivileged
cardiac patients at Heart
Ling, Cardiology

Department by Chairman
Cardiology Dr. Shah
Sawar. This initiative will
ensure needy individuals
receive lifesaving
medicines without cost
burden.

Dr. Shah Sawar also
briefed the Minister on the
newly launched Executive
Clinic that utilizes cutting-
edge technologies to expand
access to specialized
cardiac care.

Mr. Faisal Khan,
briefed the Minister on
how the new
Telemedicine Services
leverage technology to
provide remote care.

International News

Israel approves biggest West
Bank land seizure in decades

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Israel has
approved its biggest land
seizure in the occupied
West Bank in more than
three decades, a move
criticised by activists on
Wednesday as detrimental
to Palestinian peace hopes.

The 12.7-square-
kilometre of land in the Jor-
dan Valley was officially
declared “state property”
in June, according to an of-
ficial declaration revealed
by the Peace Now group.

“The size of the area
designated for declaration is
the largest since the (1993)
Oslo Accords, and the year
2024 marks a peak in the
extent of declarations of
state land,” Peace Now said.

The Israeli govern-
ment has seized a total of
23.7 square kilometres in
the West Bank since the
start of the year, it said.
When land is declared
“state property”, Palestin-
ians lose private ownership
rights and are barred from
using it, Peace Now said.

Israel captured the
West Bank, east Jerusalem

and the Gaza Strip in the
1967 Arab-Israeli war. Since
then, it has constructed
dozens of secttlements
across the West Bank, home
to more than 490,000 Israe-
lis, which are illegal under
the international law.
About three million
Palestinians reside in the
West Bank. In the 1980s,
Israel seized hundreds of
square kilometres of land,
halting seizures in 1992.
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s first govern-
ment resumed them in 1996.
Israel’s hard-right Fi-
nance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich announced one
earlier seizure in March,
when he slammed those “in
Israel and the world who
seek to undermine our right
over” the West Bank.
Peace Now criticised
Netanyahu and Smotrich,
accusing  them  of
prioritising “a handful of
settlers” over resolving the
political conflict or ending
the war.
Israeli forces carried
out new military strikes in
the southern city of Rafah

amid fierce fighting with
Palestinian militants over-
night, residents said. At
least 12 people were killed
in new strikes in central and
northern Gaza, health offi-
cials said.

Israeli leaders have
said they are winding down
the phase of intense fight-
ing and would soon shift to
more targeted operations in
the nearly nine-month-war.

But fighting continued
overnight in two locations
at the centre of Rafah,
where tanks have seized
several districts and ad-
vanced further west and
north of the city in recent
days, and concerns about
the plight of hundreds of
thousands of displaced
people are growing.

In Maghazi refugee
camp in central Gaza, two
Israeli airstrikes killed five
Palestinians, health officials
said. In Shejaia an airstrike
killed four and wounded 17,
medics said.

Another airstrike hita
car in the southern city of
Deir Al-Balah, killing three
people, officials said.

Hurricane Beryl steams
towards Cayman Islands,
Mexico after striking Jamaica

Monitoring Desk
KINGSTON: Hurricane
Beryl steamed towards the
Cayman Islands and
Mexico on Thursday, after
thrashing Jamaica with in-
tense wind and rain, caus-
ing floods and power out-
ages after forging a destruc-
tive path across smaller
Caribbean islands over the
past couple of days.

The death toll from
the powerful Category 4
hurricane climbed to at least
10 across the region, and is
widely expected to rise fur-
ther as communications re-
turn on islands damaged by
flooding and deadly winds.

As Beryl moved away
from Jamaica early on
Thursday, the island dis-
continued its hurricane
warning but kept a flash
flood watch, the Meteoro-
logical Service of Jamaica
said on X.

By late Wednesday,
the storm’s eye was about
100 miles (161 km) west of
Kingston, according to the
US National Hurricane
Center (NHC), as its core
headed toward the Cayman
Islands. Packing maximum
sustained winds of 130
miles per hour (209 kph),
Beryl was expected to
dump 4-6 inches (10-15 cm)
of rain on the Cayman Is-
lands into Thursday, where
a hurricane warning was in
effect and life-threatening
surf and rip currents were
possible, NHC said.

A hurricane warning
was also in force for the
eastern coast of Mexico’s
Yucatan peninsula.
Around 0900 GMT, the
Category 3 hurricane was
just 55 miles from Grand
Cayman and about 440
miles off Tulum Mexico,
NHC said.

Hezbollah fires
rockets at Israeli
positions after

commander Kkilled

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Hezbollah said
it fired more than 100
rockets at Israeli posi-
tions on Wednesday in re-
taliation for a strike that
killed a senior commander
in Lebanon, the
movement’s second such
loss in recent weeks.
Hezbollah has traded near
daily cross-border fire
with the Israeli army since
its Palestinian ally Hamas
attacked southern Israel on
October 7, triggering war in
Gaza, but a recent uptick in
bellicose rhetoric from both
sides has raised fears of all-
out war. “A Hezbollah
commander responsible
for one of three sectors in
south Lebanon was killed”
in an “Israeli strike on a car
in Tyre”, a source close
to the group told AFP, re-
questing anonymity as
they were not authorised
to speak to the media.
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ing displaced people, in Khan Younis.

g an Israeli strike near a UN-run school shelter-

More than 136,000 displaced
by spread of war in
southeast Sudan, UN says

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: More than
136,000 people have fled
Sudan’s southeastern
Sennar state since the
paramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces began a series
of attacks on towns, the
United Nations said on
Wednesday, the latest
wave of displacement
caused by Sudan’s almost
15-month long war.

They join nearly 10
million people driven
from their homes since
war broke out between
the RSF and the regular
army.

The war has sparked

accusations of “ethnic
cleansing” and warnings of
famine, mainly in RSF-
controlled areas across the
country.

The RSF on June 24
began a campaign to seize
the city of Sennar, a trad-
ing hub, but quickly
turned to the smaller
towns of Sinjah and al-
Dinder, prompting an exo-
dus of civilians from all
three, mainly to
neighbouring al-Gedaref
and Blue Nile states.

Images on social me-
dia showed people of all
ages wading across the
Blue Nile.

UN rights chief
warns about rise of
far-right in Europe

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: The United
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights
on Wednesday called for
vigilance in the face of
far-right political gains in
Europe, citing narratives
that dehumanise migrants
and asylum seekers.

“We need to be very
vigilant because espe-
cially history tells us, in
particular in Europe, that
the vilification of the
other, that the denigration

of the other, is a harbin-
ger for what’s to come,”
Volker Turk told report-
ers at a press conference
in Geneva. “It’s an alarm
bell we need to ring.”

Far-right parties
made gains in the Euro-
pean Parliament last
month and France is hold-
ing a run-off election this
weekend where oppo-
nents of its far-right, anti-
immigrant National Rally
are seeking to block them
from power.

White House
says Biden
not pulling
out of race

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Joe
Biden is “absolutely not”
pulling out of the White
House race, his spokes-
woman said on Wednesday,
as pressure mounted on the
veteran Democrat follow-
ing his disastrous debate

performance  against
Donald Trump.
The  81-year-old

Biden has told akey ally he
must convince the public
quickly that he can do the
job, the New York Times
and CNN reported, raising
the stakes for Biden’s first
post-debate TV interview,
scheduled for Friday.

Five Palestinians
killed in Israeli
raids in West Bank
Monitoring Desk
RAMALLAH: Israeli
forces killed five Palestin-
ians in two military opera-
tions in the occupied West
Bank where tensions have
risen because of the Gaza
war, Palestinian and Israeli

sources said Wednesday.

One night-time air
strike killed four men at a
refugee camp near the town
of Tulkarm, which has seen
a surge in violence as Israel
has intensified raids. The
Palestinian Authority health
ministry said the four were
“killed as a result of the
occupation’s bombing of
Nur Shams camp”.

China’s Xi urges regional
security bloc to resist
‘external interference’

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping told a re-
gional economic, defence
and security bloc that
includes Russia and its
latest member Belarus
that member-nations
must work together to
resist “external interfer-
ence” and firmly sup-
port one another.

“In the face of the
real risks of small yards
with high fences, we
must safeguard the right
to development,” Xi
was quoted by Chinese
state television CCTV
as saying in Astana at
the 24th Meeting of the
Council of Heads of
State of the Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

The 10-member
bloc must handle “inter-

nal difference” with
peace, seek common
ground, and resolve co-
operation difficulties,
Xi added.

The Chinese presi-
dent also stressed the
need to jointly promote
scientific and technologi-
cal innovation, and to
maintain the stability
and smoothness of in-
dustrial and supply
chains.

Since its inception
in Shanghai in 2001, the
SCO has expanded from
a regional organisation
with six members into a
trans-regional bloc with
10 full members, includ-
ing Belarus, which offi-
cially joined on Thurs-
day.

Other members of
the bloc include India,
Iran and Kazakhstan.

Iran candidates hold final
rallies before presidential
run-off on Friday

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: In a bustling
Tehran prayer hall, ultra-
conservative Saeed Jalili has
rallied fervent supporters
ahead of Friday’s runoff
presidential vote, while his
reformist rival Masoud
Pezeshkian stirred up a
crowd in a nearby stadium.

The two candidates
held their final campaign
rallies late on Wednesday
night, after leading the first-
round vote in snap elections
to succeed president
Ebrahim Raisi who died in
a helicopter crash in May.

Chants of “All Iran
says Jalili” echoed as thou-
sands of supporters of the
hardline former nuclear ne-
gotiator gathered at the
Grand Mosalla mosque in
central Tehran, buzzing
with excitement.

Jalili promised
“strength and progress” if
elected, as posters of the
late ultraconservative Raisi
adorned the walls, bearing
the slogan: “A world of
opportunities, Iran leaps
forward.”

At an open-air sta-

dium elsewhere in the capi-
tal, Pezeshkian made the
case for “unity and cohe-
sion”, his supporters’
chants invoking another
former president — the re-
formist Mohammad
Khatami who has endorsed
their candidate.

“Long live Khatami,
long live Pezeshkian!”
called the spirited crowd,
waving green flags adorned
with  the reformist
candidate’s “For Iran” slo-
gan.

At the prayer hall,
women draped in black sat
in a designated section, sepa-
rated from the men. But all
burst into rapturous ap-
plause as Jalili made his
entrance.

“We are at a historical
moment,” he told the cheer-
ing crowd, urging voters to
head to the polls on Friday.

Only 40 per cent of
Iran’s 61 million eligible
voters turned up at the
polls last week — repre-
senting the lowest turnout
in any presidential election
since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.
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ASTANA: Pr.ime‘Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif deiivers a National

Statement at Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Summit.

Govt efforts lead to inflation
drop amid global economic
pressures, Prof. Ahsan Igbal

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Planning Minister Prof.
Ahsan Igbal chaired a meet-
ing of the National Price
Monitoring Committee held
today in Islamabad. The
meeting witnessed the at-
tendance of Member-Sup-
port Services, Joint Chief
Economist, AC Islamabad,
senior officials from the
Line Ministries and Plan-
ning Ministry, representa-
tives from Provincial Gov-
ernments, and the Senior
General Manager of Utility
Stores.

In his opening re-
marks, Planning Minister
Ahsan Igbal directed that
the National Price Moni-
toring Committee be con-
vened monthly to establish
a rigorous monitoring
mechanism aimed at con-
trolling market prices. He
emphasized the importance
of maintaining vigilant over-
sight to stabilize the prices
of essential commodities
across the country.

A significant reduction

in inflation over the past
year was reported. The in-
flation rate decreased from
29.4% in June 2023 to
12.6% in the current year,
marking a notable down-
ward trend. Significant de-
crease observed in Food
prices, where the Food in-
flation in Urban cities
dropped from 40.8% in
June 2023 to 2.6% in June
2024 and in Rural Areas
dropped from 41.5% in
June 2023 to 1.3% in June
2024. Despite global infla-
tionary pressures, Pakistan
has managed to reduce its
inflation rate, although the
prices of imported items
have seen an increase in
June 2024.

The meeting high-
lighted the substantial price
difference between various
edible items available at
Utility Stores and those in
the open market, attributed
to government subsidies
intended to facilitate the
public at large.

The Minister in-

structed that price behav-
ior in regional countries be
closely monitored. He high-
lighted the necessity of be-
ing aware of demand and
supply dynamics during
special occasions such as
Eids and Ramadan to ensure
price stability. He called for
the establishment of robust
mechanisms for price sta-
bilization and storage of
products, noting the recur-
ring nature of price accel-
eration behaviors.

To minimize price vari-
ance during the upcoming
Ramadan, the Minister di-
rected effective stock man-
agement. He also instructed
Deputy Commissioners to
scrutinize discrepancies
between wholesale and re-
tail prices and to intensify
price enforcement activities
to regulate market prices.

Minister Igbal empha-
sized the need for anticipa-
tory governance to mini-
mize market shocks rather
than merely reacting to
them.

QUETA: Govefno loch

sa Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail offering

fateha on sad demise of student of BUITEMS Ali Akbar killed in bus incident

Balochistan govt provides
scholarships to 75000 students

QUETTA (APP): The
Balochistan government
has provided scholarships
t075,000 students so far as
part the pro-education
policy of the incumbent
government to provide qual-
ity education to the youth
of the province and bring
back the alarming number
of out-of school children.

The government has
increased the allocation for
BEEF by Rs two billion in
the current budget 2024-25
and allocated two billion
rupees for out of school
children, an official of
Balochistan government
told APP.

The Benazir Bhutto
Scholarship Programme had
been  launched in

Balochistan. Under the
programme, the youth from
all segments including mi-
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norities and transgenders
would be provided educa-
tional scholarships from
primary to higher levels.

He added that the PhD
students from Balochistan
would be given full schol-
arships to study in the top
200 universities world-
wide.

In alandmark develop-
ment, the University of
Oxford has agreed to pro-
vide scholarships to stu-
dents from Balochistan,
Pakistan, under the Benazir
Scholarship Program.

The agreement, in this
connection, was signed be-
tween the Oxford Univer-
sity and the Government of
Balochistan last month.

He said the govern-
ment has determined to
provide the best educa-

dren of labourers and the
students from the down-
trodden section of the soci-
ety would be awarded
scholarships every year.

The government has
already announced to enrol
400 children of labourers
from Balochistan in the
best higher educational in-
stitution across the coun-
try in the first phase of the
programme.

In the next phase,
around 1000 children of
workers would be provided
quality education on a
scholarship basis in the best
institutions across the
country. During the next
two years, the Balochistan
would provide technical
education to over 30,000
youth in various field and
sent abroad for employ-
ment.

Leader, Mama Qadir along with others addressing
to media persons during press conference, at pro-
test camp outside Quetta press club.

Belorussian minister reiterates
for bringing new dimensions
in Pak-Belarus relations

ISLAMABAD (APP):
First Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Belarus,
Sergey Lukashevich has re-
iterated the preamble of
new dimensions in the rela-
tions between Pakistan and
Belarus on the 80™ anniver-
sary of the independence of
Belarus. Today’s modern
Belarus is the result of a
prolonged struggle against
global colonial powers 80
years ago and now the coun-
try is widely known for its
Commendable economic
development and its strong
role in the world political
arena, he said.

The visiting First
Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Belarus said
this while addressing on the
80" Independence Day of
Belarus along with Federal
Minister for Industries and
Production Division, Rana
Tanveer Hussain and Am-
bassador of Belarus, Mr

Andrei Metelitsa here
Thursday.

Mr Lukashevich said
that on July 3, Belarus
would celebrate the 80"
anniversary of'its liberation
from the Nazi invaders and
July 3" ‘Independence Day
of the Republic of Belarus,
was the day ofliberation of
our capital, Minsk, in 1944.

He said the cruel
events of the Great Patri-
otic War Will forever remain
the tragic pages in the
memory of the people and
that was swept through all
the settlements of our
Homeland, touched or
scorched with fire every in-
habitant living on the terri-
tory of Belarus.

The Belarusian Min-
ister said that he was grate-
ful to all those people
present at the event held on
the occasion of the inde-
pendence of Belarus for
participating in the event.

Italian
Ambassador
meets Interior
Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Italian Ambassador to Pa-
kistan Marylina Ermelin on
Thursday met with Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi to
discuss issues of mutual

interest.

Discussing the bilat-
eral relations and issues of
mutual interest in the meet-
ing, the interior minister told
the ambassador about his
recent very successful and
effective visit to Italy.

Mohsin Naqvi told the
ambassador that in a meet-
ing with the Italian Minis-
ter of the Interior, it was
agreed to work together
against illegal human traf-
ficking and In this regard, a
delegation of the Italian
Ministry of Interior will
soon visit Pakistan.

Gilani greets

people,
Congress on
US I- Day

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate, Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani, ex-
tended warm felicitations to
the people, Congress, and
government of the United
States of America on the
occasion of American Inde-
pendence Day on Thurs-
day. In his message, he con-
veyed his best wishes and
warm sentiments of goodwill
to the political and parliamen-
tary leadership of America on
this significant occasion,
according to a press release.

US report on religious
freedom in Pakistan runs
contrary to facts: FO

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan while rejecting US
report in regard to religious
freedom has said report
runs contrary to the facts.

Over half report is
wrong and is made without
investigation. Every person
enjoys religious freedom in
Pakistan.

This was said by For-
eign Office Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch on
Thursday during her
weekly media briefing.

During the weekly me-
dia briefing, the spokesper-
son emphasized that the re-
port overlooks Pakistan’s
efforts to ensure religious
freedom and does not aid in
promoting human rights.

The report recom-
mended that the US State
Department designate 17
countries, including Paki-
stan, as Countries of Par-
ticular Concern (CPC) due
to severe violations of reli-
gious freedom, criticizing

issues like the enforcement
of blasphemy laws and the
failure to protect religious
minorities from forced con-
versions. The other recom-
mended countries include
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan,
Burma, China, Cuba,
Eritrea, India, Iran, Nicara-
gua, Nigeria, North Korea,
Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
and Vietnam. Mumtaz also
announced that the govern-
ment has approved Gaza’s
medical students to com-
plete their education in Pa-
kistan. These students will
soon join Pakistani medical
colleges to pursue studies
in cardiology, surgery, and
other fields. Regarding Af-
ghanistan, the spokesper-
son mentioned that Asif
Durrani represented Paki-
stan at the Afghan confer-
ence in Doha. A meeting
between Afghan and Paki-
stani officials took place on
July 1, where Durrani high-
lighted concerns about ter-

rorists receiving support
from within Afghanistan.

Both nations are ac-
tively discussing these con-
cerns. Pakistan has serious
reservations about the sup-
port for terrorists originat-
ing from Afghanistan, and
these issues were addressed
during the Doha meetings.

Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan, Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif is in
Kazakhstan for the twin
Summits of SCO Council of
Heads of State (CHS) and
SCO Plus from 03-04 July
2024 in Astana,
Kazakhstan. He is accom-
panied by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Mohammad Ishaq Dar
and other senior members
of the Cabinet and senior
government officials.

At the SCO Council of
Heads of Summit Meeting
today, the Prime Minister
will share Pakistan’s per-
spective on important re-

the country for systemic
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gional and global issues.

QUETTA: Provincial Education Ministr Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani in-

augurating anti-harassment cell at Directorate of Education

PM directs to evolve roadmap
for bolstering bilateral
cooperation with Russia

ASTANA (Online): Prime
Minister (PM) Shehbaz
Sharif has directed to evolve
road map for fortifying bi-
lateral cooperation with
Russia’

Soon a high ranking
delegation of Pakistan will
visit Russia.

PM Shahbaz Sharifis
likely to visit Russia.

This big decision has
been made for bolstering
ties in diverse sectors be-
tween the two countries
with reference to meeting
between PM Shehbaz
Sharif and Russian presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

According to govern-
ment sources PM has con-
stituted a committee for
making preparations for a
visit of high level delegation
to Russia and for evolving
road map for bilateral co-

operation.

This committee will
comprise 16 members with
federal minister for plan-
ning Ahsan Igbal as head.

The other members of
committee will include fed-
eral ministers for trade, pe-
troleum, energy. Rana
Ahsan Afzal coordinator of
PM will also be part of the
committee.

Secretaries of power
division and ministries of
finance, food security,
trade, petroleum, foreign
affairs, railway, industries
and production and plan-
ning will also include in the
committee.

Committee will work
out road map for bilateral
cooperation with Russia in
energy, gas and oil, steel
mills, agriculture, railway
and banking.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education an
Professional Training, Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
meeting with Deputy Speaker of New York State As-
sembly Mr. Philip Ramos at Ministry of Education.

Significant rainfall, potential
flooding risk across multiple
regions in country: NEOC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The NDMA'’s National
Emergencies Operation
Center (NEOC) anticipated
a significant rainfall across
various regions of the coun-
try until July 9%.

The affected areas in-
clude northeastern parts of
Punjab, particularly the
eastern rivers’ catchment
areas, Potohar, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK),
southern Sindh, Azad
Jammu & Kashmir (AJK),
and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB),
anews release said.

The anticipated mod-
erate to heavy rainfall may
cause urban flooding and
was likely to induce rapid
rises in water levels in
nullahs, triggering flash
flooding across the north-
ern regions of Punjab
(Sialkot), KPK, and AJK.
Additionally, this precipi-
tation was expected to re-
sultin high discharge levels

within the eastern rivers.
Sutlej River Expected to
experience a low flood stage
with approximately 50,000
cusecs of water while
Kabul River Predicted to
reach a medium flood level
with approximately 95,000
Ccusecs.

“These conditions are
expected between until
July 9%, Extreme rainfall
may also lead to additional
releases from Indian reser-
voirs, including Salal,
Bhakra, and Pong Dam,
which could directly impact
the Chenab and Sutlej riv-
ers.

Moreover, NEOC has
predicted moderate to
heavy rainfall in Gilgit-
Baltistan until July 8 th,
which may trigger flash
flooding in local nullahs.
Areas such as Chigar and
Khaplu are at risk of flash
flooding during heavy
rains,” it said.

Governor visits
residence of
BUITEMS

student died in
bus mishap,

condoles death

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail visited
the residence of student of
Balochistan University of
Information Technology,
Engineering and Manage-
ment Sciences (BUITEMS)
Ali Akbar who died in the
University’s bus accident,
here on Thursday.

Also accompanied
with him were the Member
of Provincial Assembly,
Zarak Khan Mandokhail
and Advisor to Chief Min-
ister for Environment,
Nasimur Rehman
Musakhail.

The Governor and
others expressed condo-
lence death of BUITEMS
student with the bereaved
family and offered fateha
for the departed soul.

He also prayed that
may Allah Almighty rest
the departed soul into Its
eternal peace and give
enough strength and pa-
tience to the bereaved fam-
ily to bear the tragic loss of
his death.

He also said that we
are with the bereaved fam-
ily in the time of grief.

Seven of a
family die, 10
injured as van
falls into ditch

in Haripur

PESHAWAR (APP): Seven
people of the same family
were killed and ten others
sustained critical injuries
when a van carrying them
fell into a deep ravine near
Chehkai area of Haripur
district in the small hours
of Thursday.

According to Rescue
1122, the ill-fated family
was traveling from Swabi
Meera area to Islamabad
airport when it plunged
into a gorge while navigat-
ing a sharp turn in the vi-
cinity of Sadar police sta-
tion Haripur. Seven people
died instantly and ten oth-
ers sustained critical inju-
ries. A total of 17 family
members were aboard the
vehicle to receive one of
their relatives at Islamabad
airport. Rescue 1122 said
women and children were
among those killed and in-
jured in the mishap, adding
that the death toll might in-
crease as some of the in-
jured were in critical condi-
tion.
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QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over

a meeting regarding prevention of smuggling of sugar in the province

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
receiving Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

on upon at Quetta Airport

CM, Ministers, party leaders welcome:

Chairman PPP Bilawal
Bhutto Zardarireaches
Quetta on 2-day visit

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari arrived in the pro-
vincial metropolis on
Thursday afternoon.

Upon his arrival, the
Chairman PPP was wel-
comed by the Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti,
Deputy Speaker
Balochistan Assembly, Ms.
Ghazala Gola, provincial
ministers and members of
the provincial assembly
belonging to PPP besides

the party leaders at Quetta
airport.

Soon after his arrival,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
drove to Chief Minister’s
secretariat where he at-
tended the briefing by the
provincial government func-
tionaries about perfor-
mance of the government
departments and other of-
ficial matters.

The Chairman PPP
also held meetings with the
Chief Minister and provin-
cial ministers and party
leaders at the CM’s secre-
tariat.

Pakistan, Belarus reaffirm
commitment to strengthen
trade, economic ties

ASTANA (APP):Pakistan
and Belarus on Thursday
noting positive growth in all
aspects of their bilateral re-
lations over the past decade
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to further strengthen
mutually beneficial coop-
eration and economic and
trade relations.

The bilateral relations
were discussed in a meet-
ing between Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and
President of the Republic
of Belarus Aleksandr
Lukashenko on the sidelines
of the SCO Summit here.

A wide range of top-
ics, including political rela-
tionship, trade and invest-
ment, military cooperation
and regional issues, were
discussed.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz congratulated
President Lukashenko on
Belarus’ membership of the
SCO underlining that this
would further strengthen
the organization. He high-
lighted Pakistan’s policy of
economic revival through
export-led growth,
strengthening of public fi-
nances, and attracting in-
vestment from friendly
countries. The two leaders
also discussed global and re-
gional developments and
reviewed progress on vari-
ous aspects of work under
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO).

The prime minister
shared Pakistan’s efforts
and desire for a peaceful
and stable region.

PTI leaders dispel rumours

about rift, say

Imran Khan

will be next premier

RAWALPINDI (INP): PTI
central leaders Omar Ayub,
Shibli Faraz, Shahryar
Afridi and Raoof Hasan
have asserted that the next
prime minister will be pris-
oner number 804, saying
they were united and would
remain so.

Outside the Adiala
Jail, Opposition Leader in
National Assembly Omar
Ayub said they were not
allowed to meet the PTI
founder.

Ayub said the PTI
founder rightly said that
their fight was with duffers.
“There is no division in the
party. No one can ban the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf,”
he said.

He further said the
party founder had the right
to meet the opposition
leader. He threatened to

summon the administration
of the jail to the National
Assembly and the Senate.

Shibli Farz on the oc-
casion said the mandate of
the people was stolen in the
elections. He said “hired
people” were being brought
back on TV channels.

Amir Mughal was ar-
rested when he asked the
DC for permission to hold
arally.

Shahryar Afridi said
there was no question of di-
vision in the party. He said
the PDM could not com-
pete with the PTL.

Shandana Gulzar also
denied rift in the PTI. She
said they were facing 40
cases each. She said the
prime minister and the
Punjab chief minister
should stop worrying about
the PTI.
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QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner uétta aad-Bin

Yasir addressing press conference regarding seiz-
ing smuggling plastic bags.

Body to be

formed to

monitor dev. works of
NGOs in Chaman, DC

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Deputy
Commissioner Chaman,
Captain (Retd) Raja Athar
Abbas has stated that a
committee would be
formed to monitor the
works being done by the
nongovernmental organi-

zations (NGOs) in
Chaman.
The Deputy Commis-

sioner urged the NGOs to
submit progress report of
the activities and develop-
ment works to the district
administration on quarterly
basis.

He asserted that
NGOs would not perform
without the prior permis-
sion and approval of the
district administration.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Chaman was presid-
ing over the meeting of the
representatives of the
NGOs in Chaman on Thurs-
day.

The meeting was
briefed about the overall
performance and activities
of NGOs in Chaman dis-
trict.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner on the occasion ap-
preciated services of differ-
ent NGOs in different sec-
tors especially in education
and health sectors.

He, however, urged all
the NGOs and the subsid-
iaries of the United Nations
to play their wholehearted
role in development of
Chaman.
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