
QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta and Administra-
tor Metropolitan Corporation Division Hamza
Shafqat is speaking during the seminar organized
by Tehreek Ittehad Bin Al Sadat Pakistan, held at
local hotel in Quetta.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Food Haji Noor Muhammad Dummar press-
ing over review meeting regarding ongoing scheme of 2023-24 of Ziarat and
Harnai

RAWALPINDI: A view of meeting with Government team and Jamaat-e-Islami delegation

Information Minister says

Govt forms technical committee
to resolve issues after positive

first meet with JI
Technical team to comprise on officials of ministries, FBR.;

Government making all-out efforts to provide relief to the
people and in this regard, it was making earnest efforts to
attract foreign investment which would help generate em-

ployment; Govt. ordered release of 35 JI workers

PTI to hold nationwide
protest on August 5

BA’s session
resumes today
Independent Report

QUETTA: The session of
Balochistan Assembly is
scheduled to resume at
03:00 PM today (Mon-
day).

According to the Pro-
vincial Assembly’s secre-
tariat, the agenda of today’s
sitting has been issued.

According to the
agenda, the Provincial Min-
ister for Finance, Mir
Shoaib Nausherwani would
table different audit re-
ports. Besides, the motions
would also be tabled on dif-
ferent matters would also
be tabled in the today’s ses-
sion of assembly.

Naqvi praises
security forces
for successful

Tank Operation
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi commended
the security forces for their
successful intelligence-
based operation against ter-
rorists in Tank.

The Interior Minister
lauded the forces for thwart-
ing the nefarious designs of
terrorists, as they have done
time and again.

Mohsin Naqvi stated
that the security forces, in
a joint operation,
neutralised four foreign ter-
rorists.

He emphasised that the
forces are bravely combat-
ing terrorism, and the world
recognises their profession-
alism and capabilities in
eradicating the scourge of
terrorism.

He said the nation
stands united with the se-
curity forces in this crucial
battle for the country’s sur-
vival.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting, National
Heritage and Culture,
Attaullah Tarar here on
Sunday said that the de-
mands of Jamaat-e-Islami
would be discussed with
the technical committee.

Talking to media per-
sons after talks with
Jamaat-e-Islami delegation
at Commissioner Office,
the information minister
said that the government
was making all-out efforts
to provide relief to the
people and in this regard, it
was making earnest efforts
to attract foreign investment
which would help generate
employment.

“The government is
trying to convince the for-
eign investors that cost of
production is very low in
Pakistan, so factories
should be established here
which would help end un-
employment,” he said.

“Fluctuations in ex-
change rates were controlled
and stabilized. We suc-
ceeded in bringing the coun-
try out of economic default
situation,” he said adding
that the government’s solid
steps would help enhance
exports and control the in-
flation. The government
was focusing on improving
the investment climate, he
said and added, if petroleum
prices remain stable in in-

ternational market then we
would be able to provide
relief to the people in the
rates of petroleum prod-
ucts.

Regarding the sit-in by
Jamat e Islami in
Rawalpindi, he said the lo-
cation of Liaquat Bagh was
fixed, adding that the
people were facing difficul-
ties due to road closure. The
minister informed that a
technical committee com-
prising Minister of Power,
Secretary Power, FBR and
Finance Ministry represen-
tatives, had been formed
which would hold next
round of talks with the rep-
resentatives of Jamaat-e-
Islami.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former ruling party Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
top leadership on Sunday
announced to hold a nation-
wide protest against the
government on August 5.

During a press confer-
ence, Omar Ayub stated
that the behaviour towards
their parliamentarians has
been unacceptable, pointing
out that their MNAs are
being picked up by agen-
cies and presented before
anti-corruption bodies.

He mentioned five in-
telligence agencies, explain-
ing the uncertainty over
which agency is responsible
for these actions. Ayub
emphasized that all their
associates have been sub-
jected to legal cases, which
he attributes to the affida-
vits they submitted when
joining PTI.

Recalling Imran Khan’s
warning, Ayub noted that
the current regime aims to
create conflict between the
army and PTI. He accused
PML-N of attempting to
pit the largest party against
the army and stressed that

immediate elections are the
only solution to the politi-
cal turmoil.

Ayub further an-
nounced a meeting the next
day where decisions re-
garding a sit-in at D-Chowk
would be made.

Asad Qaiser con-
demned the severe crack-
down on their supporters,
questioning the dignity of
parliament if parliamentar-
ians are humiliated in this
manner. He urged the Su-
preme Court to take suo motu
notice of the forced resigna-
tions of 41 MNAs and
called on his lawyers to ap-
proach the SC, questioning the
governance of the country
under such conditions.

Qaiser announced that
decisions regarding pro-
tests would be made in their
meeting, with plans for
large demonstrations across
the country on August 5.

He highlighted that this
date would mark one year
of the PTI founder’s impris-
onment and urged the pub-
lic to protest against infla-
tion and the illegal arrest of
the PTI founder.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb address-
ing media persons at PTV Headquarters.

QUETTA: Central Senior Vice President of
Balochistan National Party, Sajid Tareen along with
others addresses to media persons during press
conference, held at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Deputy Chairman Senate Saydal Khan
Nassar meeting with Provincial Education Minis-
ter Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani

China to support
Pakistan securing

approval from
IMF Board

New visa policy to
boost tourism,

trade activities: PM

Pakistan urges resolving
Kashmir dispute under

UN resolutions

President emphasises mass
awareness, screening for a

hepatitis-free Pakistan

Maulana Hidayat parts ways
with Balochistan government

There’s no
backdoor

communication
with PTI

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Powers that be denied that
the establishment has
started backdoor communi-
cation with the former rul-
ing party the Pakistan
Tenreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

It reported on media
that some circles in the PTI”
have been spreading
rumours that the establish-
ment wants engagement
with the party. It has con-
tacted the

PTI leadership through
backdoors and dialogues
have started. Sources
strongly deny such “base-
less” assertions. “There is
no truth in it,” they told.

“This impression is
being created on behalf of
the PTI to cause anxiety
and develop mistrust in the
ranks of government so that
some personalities in the
ranks of ruling PML-N re-
act against the establish-
ment” they added.

BNP announces to participate
in protest public meeting

and demonstrations of BYC

Commonwealth Secretary-
General arrives in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (APP): Commonwealth Secretary-Gen-
eral Patricia Scotland has arrived in Islamabad on a five-
day visit.

She was welcomed by Additional Foreign Secretary

‘Fake news’:
FO denies report

of Germany handing
over suspects involved
in consulate attack

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Foreign Office (FO)
on Sunday denied authen-
ticity in the report circu-
lating on social  media
about Germany hand-
i n g  o v e r  o f those in-
volved in the attack on Pa-
kistani consulate in Frank-
furt.

When asked whether
the suspects involved in
the vandalism were handed
over to Pakistan, as being
claimed in a report on so-
cial media, FO Spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
termed the report “fake
news”.

Dozens of miscreants
had attacked the Pakistani
consulate during a protest
in Frankfurt on July 20.
Following which, the Ger-
man police had arrested
two suspects.

Reports indicated that
German authorities had al-
lowed Afghan nationals to
hold a peaceful protest.
However, the
demonstration’s partici-
pants turned violent,
lobbed stones at the con-
sulate building, and re-
moved the country’s flag,
leading to heightened ten-
sions.

After arresting two Af-
ghan nationals, German
police had anticipated more
arrests as they continued
to identify additional pro-
testers with the help of
video footage.

Hockey Ground
designated as place
for any gathering
and procession

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Quetta dis-
trict administration has des-
ignated the Hockey Ground
located on Zarghoon road
as place for any gathering
and procession being done
by any party and organiza-
tion.

This was announced in
an official notification is-
sued here by the Deputy
Commissioner Quetta, Lt.
(Retd) Saad bin Asad on
Sunday.

According to the noti-
fication, this would be sub-
ject to the provision of
NOC through proper chan-
nel with immediate effect
till further orders.

Two cops killed as robbers
attack checkpoint in Ghotki

SUKKUR (APP): Two policemen embraced martyrdom
when a police checkpoint came under fire from robbers.

According to SSP Sameer Noor Channa on Sunday,
the robbers attacked a checkpoint situated at Andal
Sandrani Protective Wall, as a result of the firing, two
policemen were martyred.

On receiving information, police reached the area and
started a chase for the arrest of the fleeing bandits. ccording
to law enforcers, during the chase police opened fire and
injured a robber, but he could be captured.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb
Sunday said that the Chi-
nese Government has com-
mended Pakistan’s negotia-
tion with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
and assured to play its role
in securing approval from
the Fund’s board.

Addressing a press
conference, the minister
said that he along with the
Minister for Energy Sardar
Awais Ahmad Khan
Leghari had visited China
and held constructive
meetings with the Chinese
authorities including the
Finance Minister of China
and the President Bank of
China.

The minister further
informed that he also vis-
ited China along with the
energy minister at the start

of last month (June) and
held discussions on differ-
ent aspects of bilateral
trade and economic coop-
eration including local en-
ergy requirements and
launching of Panda bonds
in the Chinese markets.

During the recent visit
to China re-profiling of en-
ergy sector loans was also
discussed, he said adding
that the conversion of en-
ergy plants into coal and
other aspects for affordable
energy generation were also
discussed during different
high-level meetings.

He said that the Chi-
nese authorities acknowl-
edged and ensured that our
issues are registered with
the right forum adding that
the process has to be followed
to take them forward. He
said they also wanted to
help the country in terms
of re-profiling.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazi led the Pakistan del-
egation at the 31st ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF)
Ministerial meeting where
he highlighted Pakistan’s
perspective on the situa-
tion pervading the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) as
well as Gaza.

In the meeting held on
Saturday in Vientiane, Lao
PDR, the foreign secretary
underscored Pakistan’s
firm commitment to re-
gional peace, security and
cooperation and the impor-
tance attached by Pakistan
to its relations with
ASEAN and its member
states, according to a For-
eign Office press release.

He appreciated the
positive role played by
ASEAN in regional integra-
tion and prosperity.

The foreign secretary
shared Pakistan’s perspec-
tive on regional conflicts in
the Asia-Pacific region,
stressing the need for dia-
logue and inclusiveness in-
stead of bloc politics.

He highlighted the
plight of the people of
IIOJK and called for the
resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute in accor-
dance with the relevant
United Nations Security
Council resolutions and the
wishes of the Kashmiri
people. He also presented
Pakistan’s perspective on
the regional hotspots in-
cluding the situation in
Gaza and Afghanistan.

QUETTA (APP): Member
Balochistan Assembly
Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman on Sunday an-
nounced to set in opposi-
tion benches in the house.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Quetta Press
Club, he said he had chosen
the government benches
with a hope to resolve the
issues of Gwadar and not
to make assets and get ben-
efits from the government.

He expressed dismay
over the non-seriousness of
the government towards

resolving the issues of the
province.

Maulana urged the gov-
ernment to ensure the right
of the citizens to hold a
peaceful demonstration.

He said that the hold-
ing a peaceful protest is the
right of every one and the
government should also fa-
cilitate the protest if it held
peacefully. Hidayat ur
Rehman emphasized the
government to play a posi-
tive role in the current situ-
ation and resolve the reser-
vations of the local people.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan National Party
(BNP) leadership has an-
nounced to participate in
the protest public meeting
and demonstrations being
staged by Baloch Yakjehti
Committee (BYC) in
Gwadar and other parts of
the province.

While addressing a
press conference at the
Quetta Press Club along
with other senior party lead-
ers, the senior Vice Presi-
dent of BNP, Sajid Tareen
Advocate said that the
party has decided to par-
ticipate in the protest dem-
onstrations and public
meeting of the BYC in
Gwadar.

He asked the party

leaders and workers to par-
ticipate in the protest dem-
onstrations, rallies and
Gwadar’s public meeting.

He condemned to stop
those proceeding for
Gwadar jalsa forcibly by
the administration saying
that it is condemnable to
stop the people from pro-
ceeding for Gwadar and in-
cident of firing on them in
Mastung.

He said that those go-
ing for Gwadar jalsa were
armless and peaceful. He
said that the videos show-
ing that the firing was re-
sorted on the people riding
on their vehicles.

He said that we con-
demn the government for
turning the peaceful public
meeting violent.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday said the
government had introduced
significant visa reforms to
facilitate foreign investors,
business community and
tourists.

He said the step would
help promoting tourism,
boost foreign investment
and increase trade activities
in the country.

In a statement, the
prime minister, terming the
initiative a highly positive
development, said the gov-
ernment had approved visa-
free entry for businessmen
from Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries,
which will increase invest-
ment and business oppor-
tunities from these coun-
tries.

The businessmen, in-
vestors and tourists of 126
countries will be issued vi-
sas within 24 hours through
an online system, he said.

Additionally, he said
the traders and tourists

from these countries will be
exempted from visa fees.

The visa policy re-
forms will make Pakistan an
attractive destination for
foreign individuals in terms
of business and tourism.

The prime minister
highlighted that special ar-
rangements had also been
made for Sikh pilgrims hav-
ing passports of a third
county to obtain visas on
arrival.

Electronic gates will be
installed at Karachi, Lahore
and Islamabad airports to
facilitate travelers, he said
and added that a dashboard
would be established at the
Ministry of Interior to
monitor the implementa-
tion of the new visa regime,
including visa-free entry,
business visa list and tour-
ist visa on arrival.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif commended
the performance of the
Ministry of Interior, rel-
evant ministries and insti-
tutions in implementing the
new visa regime.

Europe Ambassador Shafquat Ali Khan at the airport.
The Secretary-General will meet with Pakistan’s lead-

ership, members of the Cabinet, youth leaders, civil soci-
ety representatives and other stakeholders.

During Patricia Scotland ‘s visit, the two sides would
also discuss avenues to enhance cooperation between
Pakistan and the Commonwealth in areas of mutual inter-
est.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Sunday called for carry-
ing out awareness and large-
scale screening for timely
diagnosis of hepatitis to re-
duce the burden on the
healthcare system and rid
the country of the disease.

The president, in a
message to the nation on
World Hepatitis Day, annu-
ally observed on July 28,

said hepatitis, being a silent
killer, was a great challenge
for the world because the
lack of symptoms increased
the risk of its spread, thus
leading to a huge number of
deaths globally. He noted
that Pakistan’s public
health sector faced serious
threats from the disease as
a huge number of patients
put a serious burden on the
healthcare system.
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Modi’s jingoism
Any hopes of a thaw in Pakistan-India relations
should swiftly be put to rest after Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s problematic comments
in the disputed Ladakh region.

Addressing an event to mark the anniver-
sary of the Kargil war on Friday, Mr Modi used
the occasion to lambast Pakistan, trotting out the
tired old trope of ‘terrorism’ in an attempt to bur-
nish his nationalistic credentials. If such words
had been used on the campaign trail, it would
have been unfortunate yet understandable.

But the Indian leader’s eagerness to indulge
in Pakistan-bashing so early into his third term
can only be construed as the ruling BJP’s aver-
sion to the idea of establishing better ties with
this country. The Indian prime minister accused
Pakistan of trying to stay relevant through “ter-
rorism” and “proxy war”. He said that Pakistan
had “not learnt any lessons” from the past, while
adding boasts and threats aimed at this country.

Perhaps the direct trigger for Mr Modi’s un-
diplomatic and highly inflammatory outburst is
the situation in occupied Kashmir, where there
have been a number of recent attacks targeting
Indian forces. According to one tally, at least 12
Indian soldiers have been killed in the occupied
region this year so far.

However, India has no one to blame but it-
self for unrest in the disputed territory. India
has claimed that its controversial step of strip-
ping held Kashmir of its special constitutional
status five years ago has brought peace and de-
velopment to the region. If that is the case, why
does India maintain over 100,000 troops in this
geographically small region? The fact is that,
instead of carrying forward the tripartite dialogue
involving Pakistan and the Kashmiris to peace-
fully resolve the Kashmir question, the Modi
dispensation has sought to unilaterally change
‘facts on the ground’, even though the region
continues to be seen as a disputed territory as
per international consensus.

Responding to India’s tirade, the Foreign
Office has said that while Pakistan is ready to
defend itself, “it remains committed to promot-
ing peace” in the region. Practically, this means
that the deep freeze in relations that took hold
in August 2019 will continue until India decides
to approach Pakistan with respect and the de-
sire to make peace. Sabre-rattling aside, India
should avoid any misadventures, as Pakistan
can and will defend itself. When New Delhi feels
that it is ready for peace, it is welcome to call
Islamabad.

The blueprint for peace already exists,
whether in the shape of confidence-building mea-
sures, or the Musharraf-era scheme for a resolu-
tion to the Kashmir dispute. All these measures
can be discussed and fine-tuned, leading to a just
resolution. But first, Delhi must stop demonising
Pakistan, and show a willingness for peace.

Beat the rich
Muna Khan

A small part of me agrees
with actor Noman Ijaz
who took to Instagram
to slam critics of Anant
Ambani’s wedding. The
family spent their own
money so they should
be allowed to enjoy it as
they wish, he wrote. I
thought this at first, as I
eye-rolled my way
through images of the
pre-wedding in March
but then cringed at the
pure spectacle on dis-
play last month. I dis-
agree with Ijaz when he
said “you should pray
you have that kind of
money for that kind of
wedding”.

Err… I think going
beyond one’s means
when planning a wed-
ding continues to be a
cause of so many prob-
lems in the subconti-
nent. The poor go into
debt; the rich go ber-
serk.

I think the word
‘shaadi’ meaning both
wedding and marriage is
another problem be-
cause they are not the
same thing. There is an
entire industry in Paki-
stan propped up to pre-
pare the rich and the
wannabe rich for a wed-
ding — choreographers,
make-up artists for the
bride and groom’s par-
ties, photographers,
video filmmakers who
then release slickly ed-
ited films on social me-
dia. The focus has be-
come on getting the
right shot(s) for
Instagram, and now in-
cludes invitations tell-
ing guests what colours
to wear for which
events.

Ijaz was not com-
menting on this part of
the industry. He was re-
sponding to actor
Arsalan Naseer who
poked fun at how rela-
tionships do not last as
long as this Ambani
wedding. This was one
of the kinder comments
about an event, which
by the way, is still going
on. After an engage-
ment party in January, a

pre-wedding celebration
in March where Rihanna
performed for $5 million,
a European cruise in
Italy in May, a masquer-
ade ball also in May in
France, then back to
Italy for an evening
event where Andrea
Bocelli performed, and
the actual wedding in
Mumbai, there’s some-
thing happening in Lon-
don, probably now.

It is Ambani’s
choice to put up a rather
gross display of wealth
but let’s not forget how
he got here — report-
edly getting contracts,
resources and pro-
tected land for a pittance
and by cosying up to
politicians to get loans
waived off. He has ex-
ploited the system but
people in power love
that he makes India look
good because he brings
the big bucks.

This wedding was
less a celebration of love
and more a show of
power and clout. I un-
derstand a shaadi is
about two families more
than the individuals. It’s
probably why we call it
an arranged marriage,
compared to love mar-
riage which translates to
families getting no ben-
efits.

Everyone knows
Ambani spent $600m at
this wedding but I’m cu-
rious to hear what he —
and India plus its bil-
lionaires — will earn as
a result of this wedding.

If the Jamnagar air-
port was declared an in-
ternational one in March
to accommodate guests
like Mark Zuckerberg
and Bill Gates, think of
what else will open up
for tycoons.

An Oxfam report
last year said India’s rich-
est one per cent owned
40pc of the country’s
wealth. I was horrified
to read an article in Time
magazine which re-
ported “that the gap be-
tween India’s rich and
poor is now so wide that
by some measures, there
was more equality in In-
dia under British colo-

nial rule than today”,
and dubbed it a “Billion-
aire Raj”.

Indians spent $75
billion last year in the
luxury wedding market,
according to LiveMint
which estimated it could
grow between 7pc to
8pc annually.

The message is
clear: spend big, reap big
— whether it’s financial
or social capital or push-
ing forward how great
India is.

Lest we get ahead
of ourselves and think
‘this is not us’ let me
add: I have seen a video
of a bride making a grand
entrance in a cra-ne.
Then there’s a groom
who arriv--ed on top of
a cag-ed lion in 2017. A
quick search on
‘Pakistan’s most expen-
sive wedd-ings’ tells a
story about the marriage
of political and business
interests and features
destination weddings,
lots of bling, and a
groom’s arrival in a heli-
copter.

The real story is
about the widening eco-
nomic inequality. The
number of Indians living
below the poverty line
amounted to 10.2pc of
the population in 2023
according to the World
Bank, whereas the figure
for Pakistan was 37.2pc.
There is a boiling under-
current of rage that no
one is addressing be-
yond political
sloganeering. Power
(read: wealth) remains in
the hands of a very
small circle and their
children are bartered in
marriage to maintain that
structure. There is never
any talk about the redis-
tribution of wealth. How
can there be in an oligar-
chy? Instead, we’re all
fixated on ‘this new level
of rich people watch-
ing’ as Leanne Delap
wrote in Toronto Star
but I assure you it’s not
harmless fun. It is a re-
minder that such wed-
dings are a symptom of
our rotten system beg-
ging for an overhaul.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Pakistan of 2047
Aizaz Ahmad

Chaudhry

What will Pakistan look
like in 2047, a century af-
ter it achieved indepen-
dence? Given its un-
stable politics, weak
economy and fragile law
and order, and the rap-
idly evolving global and
regional geopolitics, it is
not easy to predict
Pakistan’s future. There-
fore, projections must be
based mainly on pro-
posed reforms the coun-
try should legislate on
and earnestly implement
to reconstruct the eco-
nomic trajectory it had
once embarked upon
during the 1950s and
early 1960s.

Central to the pro-
posed reforms is a
clearly articulated vision
and a detailed long-term
economic plan. An over-
view of the recent past
reveals that we failed to
achieve results even
when the planning was
sound on paper. In 1990,
Pakistan launched an
ambitious programme of
economic liberalisation.
However, this
programme fell victim to
the political instability of
the 1990s. Another at-
tempt was made in the
late 1990s to draft a vi-
sion and long-term plan
in the form of Vision
2010. This was scuttled
by the military coup of
1999. In 2013, Pakistan’s
11th five-year plan for
2013-18 was launched as
part of the medium-term
Vision 2025. This was in-
tended to be the first
stage of a long-term vi-
sion leading to 2047. It
appeared that Vision
2025 would not reach its
logical end because of
the acute political insta-
bility since 2017 and de-
bilitating policy reversals
that have shattered in-
vestor confidence.

The World Bank
published a report five
years ago in 2019, titled
Pakistan@2047: Shaping
the Future, which pre-
dicted that Pakistan
could become an upper
middle-income country

by 2047, but that this aim
would require acceler-
ated and sustainable
growth over a 30-year
period. The report sug-
gested several reforms: a
focus on human capital
through sustainable
population growth and
efficient public spend-
ing on education and
health; a technology-
savvy taxation system; a
business regulatory
framework free of red
tape; a check on the un-
sustainable use of finite
resources, particularly
water; and fuller partici-
pation of the female
labour force in the Paki-
stani economy.

It also recom-
mended public service
delivery be made trans-
parent and accountable
by completely devolving
responsibilities and re-
sources to local govern-
ments. Political leaders,
public officials, and ser-
vice providers would
also be held accountable.

The present gov-
ernment is working on
Pakistan Outlook 2035
and Vision 2047 based on
a study being prepared
under the auspices of
the Planning Commis-
sion and aimed at draw-
ing up a roadmap for
rapid socioeconomic de-
velopment. Some details
are available on the
website of the Ministry
of Planning, Develop-
ment, and Special Initia-
tives. Reportedly, the
study will pick up the
seven pillars on which
Vision 2025 was built, in-
cluding human resource
development, sustained
growth, democratic gov-
ernance, institutional re-
form, water and food se-
curity, an enhanced role
for the private sector, a
competitive knowledge
economy, and greater re-
gional connectivity. The
study is also guided by
the 5Es framework: ex-
ports, e-Pakistan, envi-
ronment and climate
change, energy, and eq-
uity and empowerment.

According to the
planning minister, if we
follow a path of stable

politics and steady eco-
nomic policies, Pakistan
might become a trillion-
dollar economy by 2035.
Speaking at the
Islamabad Business
Summit 2024 recently, the
minister affirmed
Pakistan’s potential to
achieve the targets of $2tr
by 2047 with a growth
rate of seven per cent and
$3tr with a growth rate of
9pc.

These are com-
mendable aspirations.
However, given the
ground realities, are we on
our way to achieve these
well-intentioned goals?
Do we have the political
and economic stability
that can generate sus-
tained economic growth
and social de-velopment?
Regrett-ably, there ap-
pears to be no sign of our
political leaders being
ready to work together to
build a future of shared
prosperity for all citizens.
The country is in need of
a consensus-based po-
litico-economic vision to
be able to say with confi-
dence that by 2047, Paki-
stan will attain prosper-
ity. Everyone agrees that
Pakistan has been en-
dowed with the right mix
of elements that could
create a development bo-
nanza: young human re-
source, fertile land, miner-
als-rich mountains, a great
coastline, and an out-
standing economic geog-
raphy. With such re-
sources, the country can
certainly achieve the
aspirational goals cited
above, provided we can
ensure political stability,
law and order backed by
an impartial judiciary, con-
tinuity of economic poli-
cies, a streamlined regula-
tory framework, tax com-
pliance by all, an en-
hanced role for the private
sector, efficient resource
utilisation, non-partisan
accountability, and a for-
eign policy that works for
regional peace. This is in-
deed a tall order, but it is
worth pursuing for a
peaceful and prosperous
2047, the centennial year
of our independence.  --
Courtesy Dawn

RAWALPINDI: Activists of Jamaat-e-Islami hold placrd and chanting slogans
during 3rd day of sit in protest (Dharna) against the country’s rising inflation,
at Murree road, in the city.

Saigol asks govt to reduce
production to make trade,

industry competitive
LAHORE (INP):
Chairman Pakistan
Industrial and Traders
Associations Front (PIAF)
Faheemur Rehman Saigol
has asked the government
to take prompt measures
to bring down the
production costs for trade
and industries to enable
them to compete in the
international market.

He said that trade and
industry was currently
having difficulty to
compete the global market
because of rapid increase in
production costs. He said
that the high cost of
production was not good

for our exports.
“The cost of

production is a major
factor, which makes an
industry stand out among
competitors in the world
market,” he explained.
Faheemur Rehman Saigol
said that high energy
tariffs, shortage of fuel for
machines, high rate of
taxes, and lack of skilled
labor are the main reasons
behind the increase in the
cost of production. He
expressed concern that the
reduction in industries’
contribution to Pakistan’s
gross domestic product
(GDP) is a worrying trend.

“Manufacturing and
production industries have
the potential to
significantly impact
economic growth by
reducing unemployment in
the country. The
government needs to take
solid steps to make doing
business easier,” he added.
He said lack of research and
development (R&D) is one
of the major reasons behind
the increase in the cost of
production in any industry.
“Sometimes we have the
resources, but we make poor
decisions. A poor decision
means poor practices of
work execution,” he added.

Railways putting
efforts to retrieve its

13,972 acres land
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
accelerated the efforts to
retrieve the major portion
of around 13,972 acres of
land worth billions of
rupees found under the
illegal occupation of
private individuals and
different government
departments across the
country.

“Around 5,809 acres
were occupied in Punjab,

1,181 acres are under
encroachment in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 5,948 acres
in Sindh and 1,034 acres
land occupied in
Balochistan,” an official in
the Ministry told APP here
Sunday.

He said the category
of land under illegal
occupations included
commercial, residential,
agricultural and various
persons or departments.

Dera admin,
PESCO continue
operations against

power theft
DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): The district
administration along with
Peshawar Electric Supply
Company (PESCO) staff is
continuing to conduct
operations against
electricity theft across the
district. Following the
directions of Deputy
Commissioner Sarah
Rehman, Assistant
Commissioner Dera
Muhammad Faseeh Ishaq
Abbasi.

MULTAN: A vendor is busy displaying tea cups at
roadside setup to attract the customers.

Agri dept being
transformed to upgrade
agri sector: Kirmani

MULTAN (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Agriculture and Livestock
Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani said that Chief
Minister (CM) Punjab is
paying special focus on the
agriculture sector to bring
revolutionary changes.

Presiding over a
meeting regarding cotton
crop here on Sunday at
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
Agriculture University, the
provincial minister said
that CM Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif is
encouraging public
partnership to upgrade the
agriculture sector. He said
that cotton had a key role

in the country’s economy
and a special task had been
assigned to the field
formation to achieve a
target of 6.4 million cotton
bales.

He directed officers
concerned to bring more
improvement in
performance related to the
cotton crop. He said that
as per the vision of the CM
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif,  62 Farmer
Facilitation Centres have
been established across the
province and the number
of centres would be
increased after
consultation with the
public representatives.

Haroon Sharif sys:

Elite bargain for structural
transformation, governance

way forward for eco. progress
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former Minister of State,
Board of Investment
(BOI), Haroon Sharif has
said that the only way
forward for economic
progress is to embrace a
structural transformation
prevailing in the economic
system of the country
through elite bargaining
insulating the beneficiaries
of the status quo with
improved governance
responding developing
regional trends.

The former Chairman
BOI explained that the
country’s prevailing
structure, modalities and
tools to improve GDP
demanded diversification in
the market and business
practices catering to the
needs of both the regional
nations and the local
masses, Haroon Sharif
stated that in a talk
organised by Sustainable
Development Policy

Institute (SDPI).
“Elite bargain or

political will is that elites
of a country reconsider
their models and bargain on
shifting over new economic
models and systems. We
also need to include
politicians and
businessmen and
beneficiaries of this
system to change the
structure,” Haroon Sharif
said.

The second option is
to succumb to the young
population’s pressure
either willingly or by force
to change the system as for
elite bargain other than the
electorate pressure-based
changes, and
transformat ion  mega
steps are taken to change
th e ways  o f d o ing
business like Taiwan,
Vietnam and others did,
he added.

“Asia’s successful
examples of economic

structure transformation
including East Asia and
Southeast Asia have been
on governing the markets
who had identified
economic winners and
supported them to deliver
their economic goals.
India’s three decades
journey where it has
reformed its economic
structure and built up its
private sector is evident.
Pakistan has to start from
somewhere,” he
mentioned.

He said the country’s
financial system is unable
to support new
development initiatives
which is the job of the
development banks and not
the commercial banks. For
instance, to promote the
agriculture sector the
government should revive
ZTBL with the help of
Chinese investors which is
lying redundant through
capital and experts.

Call for prioritising
‘caring economy’

in Pakistan
LAHORE (APP): SAARC
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry former president
Iftikhar Ali Malik has said
prioritising a ‘caring
economy’ in Pakistan is
essential for economic
growth, gender equality,
social well-being in the
country.

Talking to a trade
delegation, led by Muslim
Khan Buneri here on
Sunday, he said by
investing in care services
and infrastructure, the
country could harness the
full potential of its
population, ensuring a
more equitable and
prosperous future for all.

Malik said a caring
economy fosters social
cohesion and well-being.
Accessible and high-quality
care services can reduce
inequality, improve health
services, and enhance the
quality of life for all strata

of society.
In a country like

Pakistan, where social
safety nets are often
inadequate, building a
caring economy is vital for
ensuring a more inclusive
and resilient society, he
maintained.

Malik said the caring
economy approach can
help address Pakistan’s
demographic challenges.
With a growing
population and increasing
life expectancy, the
demand for care services
is set to rise. Developing
a robust  care
infrastructure can not
only provide essential
services to the elderly and
children but also create
millions of jobs, thereby
reducing unemployment
and underemployment.
This shift can stimulate
economic growth and
enhance social welfare.

International buyers
keen to participate in
carpet expo: PCMEA

LAHORE (APP):
Pakistan Carpet
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(PCMEA) Senior Vice
Chairman Usman Ashraf
has said that buyers from
around the world have
expressed keen interest in
participating in the
international handmade
carpet  exhibit ion
scheduled to be held in
Pakistan this October.

“We are looking
forward to collaborative
support from the Trade
Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP) and
other related institutions
to make this mega event a
triumph,” he said while
addressing a review
meeting regarding the

preparat ions for the
exhibition here at the
association’s office  on
Sunday. Carpet Training
Insti tute (CTI)
Chairperson Ejazur
Rehman, senior central
leader of the association
Abdul Latif Malik, senior
leader Riaz Ahmed, Major
(Retd) Akhtar Nazir,
Shahid Hasan Sheikh,
Saeed Khan and others
were also present.

During the meeting,
participants conducted
a thorough review of the
ongoing preparat ions
fo r  th e  in te r n a t i o n a l
ex h ib i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g
updates on interactions
w i t h  f o r e i g n  b u y e r s
a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s
achieved to date.

Call for
renegotiating

IPPs agreements
LAHO R E  ( AP P ) :
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI)
former vice president
Chaudhry Zahid Iqbal
Arain has called upon
t h e  g o v e r n men t  t o
review and restructure
the Independent Power
P r o d u c e r s  ( I P P s )
contracts to align their
p a y m e n t s  m o r e
c l o s e l y  w i t h  a c t u a l
e lect r ic ity production
and demand.

Sp eaking  a t  a
roundtable conference on
‘Impact of high power
ta r i f fs  and  hu ge
payment s  t o  IPP s on
econo my’  he re  on
Sunday, he said revisiting
and renegotiating these
capac i ty  payment
agreements with the IPPs
could provide a solution
to the problem of high
power tariff, which was
a major impediment to
economic growth.
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International News
Children among 30

killed in Israeli strike
on Gaza school

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: At least 30 Pales-
tinians were killed in an Is-
raeli airstrike on a school
housing displaced people
in Gaza on Saturday, Pal-
estinian health officials
said.

The Hamas-run gov-
ernment media office said
15 children and eight
women were among those
killed in the strike in the
central town of Deir Al-
Balah. More than 100
people were wounded, the
media office and the Gaza
health ministry said.

Israel’s military said
it had targeted fighters op-
erating there and that it had
taken steps to reduce the
risk to civilians.

Separately, nine
people were killed in a
rocket attack on a football
ground in the Israeli-occu-
pied Golan Heights on Sat-
urday.

At Al-Aqsa Hospital
in Deir Al-Balah, ambu-

lances rushed the wounded
in for treatment. Some
people arrived on foot,
their clothes stained with
blood.

Reuters footage
showed people returning
to the site of the bombing
to check on their belong-
ings, and fires burning in
the area.

Um Hasan Ali, a dis-
placed woman living at the
school, said it had only
been a couple of months
since she returned to Gaza
from Egypt with her daugh-
ter who had been taken
there for medical treatment.
Now her daughter had
been wounded in the strike
and taken to hospital, she
said.

Another woman,
Ibtihal Ahmed, told
Reuters she was sitting in
a neighbour’s tent when
she heard heavy bombing.

“I started running, my
daughter was one place and
I was at another, I saw

Palestinians inspect the damage following an Israeli strike on the Khadija
school housing displaced people in Deir al-Balah, in the central Gaza Strip.

Putin warns the United
States of Cold War-style

missile crisis

Philippines says China
mischaracterised South

China Sea deal

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Sun-
day warned the United
States that if Washington
deployed long-range mis-
siles in Germany then Rus-
sia would station similar
missiles in striking distance
of the West.

The United States said
on July 10 that it would
start deploying long-range
missiles in Germany from
2026 in preparation for a
longer-term deployment
that will include SM-6,
Tomahawk cruise missiles
and developmental hyper-
sonic weapons.

In a speech to sailors
from Russia, China, Alge-
ria and India to mark Rus-
sian navy day in the former
imperial capital of St Pe-
tersburg, Putin warned the
United States that it risked
triggering a Cold War-style
missile crisis with the
move.

“The flight time to tar-

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The Philip-
pines’ foreign ministry ac-
cused China on Sunday of
‘mischaracterising’ an ar-
rangement between them
that allowed the unimpeded
resupply of Filipino troops
stationed on a beached na-
val vessel in the South
China Sea.

After repeated clashes
in the disputed Second
Thomas Shoal, the two
countries reached a “provi-
sional arrangement” earlier
this month on resupply
missions to soldiers sta-
tioned at the Sierra Madre,
a naval vessel Manila de-
liberately grounded in 1999
to reinforce its maritime
claims. Philippine foreign
ministry spokesperson
Teresita Daza said on Sat-
urday the resupply mission
that day was completed
without incident while Chi-
nese coast guard vessels
were at a “reasonable dis-
tance”. However, her Chi-

nese counterpart said that
China’s coast guard was
notified ahead of the mis-
sion and had “let the vessel
through” after an “on-the-
scene confirmation”.

Daza said on Sunday
it was “unfortunate” China
“mischaracterised” the re-
supply mission.

“Instead of acknowl-
edging how two countries
were able to manage differ-
ences in order to avoid mis-
calculation and misunder-
standing, the spokesperson
chose to misrepresent what
has been agreed between
the Philippines and China,”
Daza said in a statement.

The Chinese embassy
in Manila did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment outside office
hours. Details of the arrange-
ment between China and the
Philippines have not been
publicly released, but both
countries have said the deal
was aimed at easing ten-
sions in the waterway.

gets on our territory of such
missiles, which in the fu-
ture may be equipped with
nuclear warheads, will be
about 10 minutes,” Putin
said.

“We will take mirror
measures to deploy, taking
into account the actions of
the United States, its satel-
lites in Europe and in other
regions of the world.”

Putin, who sent his
army into Ukraine in 2022,
casts the war as part of a
historic struggle with the
West, which he says humili-
ated Russia after Soviet
Union fell in 1991 by en-
croaching on what he con-
siders Moscow’s sphere of
influence.

Ukraine and the West
say Putin is engaged in an
imperial-style land grab.
They have vowed to defeat
Russia, which currently
controls about 18% of
Ukraine, including Crimea,
and parts of four regions in
eastern Ukraine.

Landslide from Storm
Gaemi remnants kills 12

in southern China
earlier rains. Forecasters
warned that the remnants
of Gaemi’s vast cloudbanks
could still dump rain on al-
ready waterlogged cities.

The 12 were killed in
the landslide near Hengyang
city in Hunan province on
Sunday morning that
trapped 18, state broad-
caster CCTV reported. Six
injured survivors were res-
cued.

Hunan provincial au-
thorities issued a flood
warning as heavy rains con-
tinued through Sunday.

Monitoring Desk
GUANGDONG: Contin-
ued heavy rainfall from
Tropical Storm Gaemi trig-
gered a landslide that killed
12 people in southern
China, causing flash floods
in the northeast and railway
disruptions elsewhere,
state media reported on
Sunday. Cyclonic winds
from Gaemi, downgraded
from a typhoon, had mostly
dissipated by Sunday, but
many parts of China re-
mained under alert for
flooding risks caused by

US to announce military
command revamp in
Japan, official says

Libyan court
jails 12

officials over
deadly floods

Monitoring Desk
BENGHAZI: A Libyan
court has jailed 12 officials
in connection with the col-
lapse of a series of dams in
Derna last year that killed
thousands of the city’s resi-
dents, the Attorney General
said on Sunday. The offi-
cials, who were responsible
for managing the country’s
dams, were sentenced to
between 9 and 27 years in
prison by the Court of Ap-
peal in Derna. Four officials
were acquitted. Derna, a
coastal city with a popula-
tion of 125,000, was dev-
astated last September by
massive floods caused by
Storm Daniel.

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: The United States
will unveil a major revamp
of its military command
structure in Japan and other
measures to deepen defence
ties with its Asian ally at
high-level security talks in
Tokyo on Sunday, a US of-
ficial said. The overhaul
comes as Tokyo looks to
establish a new joint head-
quarters to oversee its
armed forces by March to
coordinate better with
Washington on growing re-
gional threats they see ema-
nating from China and
North Korea.

US Secretary of State

Antony Blinken and Secre-
tary of Defence Lloyd Aus-
tin will hold talks with their
Japanese Foreign Minister
Yoko Kamikawa and Defence
Minister Minoru Kihara later
on Sunday. “Secretary Aus-
tin plans to announce that
the United States intends to
reconstitute US Forces Japan
as a Joint Force Headquar-
ters, reporting to the com-
mander of US
INDOPACOM,” the US of-
ficial told a briefing ahead of
the talks. The command will
be headed by a three-star
general, the official said, not
the four-star rank that Japan
had requested.

Australia bans
uranium mining
at Indigenous site

Monitoring Desk
SYDNEY: Australia moved
on Saturday to ban mining
at one of the world’s largest
high-grade uranium deposits,
highlighting the site’s “en-
during connection” to Indig-
enous Australians. The
Jabiluka deposit in northern
Australia is surrounded by
the heritage-listed Kakadu
National Park, a tropical ex-
panse of gorges and water-
falls featured in the first
“Crocodile Dundee” film.
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese said the national
park would be extended to
include the Jabiluka site.

people running towards
the place that was struck.
The people sheltering in
Khadija school are all
wounded people, they are
innocent and this should
not happen to them,” she
said.

On Saturday, the mili-
tary said it had instructed
Palestinians to evacuate the
southern neighborhoods of
Khan Younis and move to
the Al-Mawasi humanitar-
ian zone. Israeli attacks in
Khan Younis on Saturday
killed 14 people, health of-
ficials said.

UN and humanitarian
officials accuse Israel of using
disproportionate force in the
war and of failing to ensure
civilians have safe places to
go, which it denies. In the Is-
raeli-occupied West Bank,
Nabil Abu Rudeineh,
spokes-pe-rson for Pales-
tinian President
Ma-h---moud Abbas,
blamed the Isra-eli attacks
on the support of the US.

Meloni vows to
‘relaunch’ Italy’s

cooperation with China
Monitoring Desk

ROME: Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni
vowed on Sunday to “re-
launch” cooperation with
China, signing a three-year
action plan during her first
official visit to Beijing since
taking office.

Meloni, who has led
a right-wing government
since 2022, made the an-
nouncement during a meet-
ing with Chinese Premier
Li Qiang, as Rome seeks
to improve trade ties with
Beijing after it exited Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s flagship
Belt and Road infrastruc-
ture investment scheme
last year.

The Italian leader said
her five-day trip was a
“demonstration of the will
to begin a new phase, to
relaunch our bilateral coop-
eration”. The action plan
aims to experiment with
new forms of cooperation,

she added in a video shown
Italy’s RAI state television
network.

The industrial coop-
eration memorandum
signed by Italy and China
“includes strategic indus-
trial sectors such as elec-
tric mobility and
renewables,” Meloni said
later in the day.

Meloni, who sees
Chinese investment as a
way to spur Italy’s anaemic
economic growth, will meet
Xi and China’s top legisla-
tor, Zhao Leji, third in the
leadership hierarchy.

She also attended an
Italy-China business fo-
rum, to which companies
including Italian tyre-
maker P irel l i ,  energy
group ENI, defence group
Leonardo, wine produc-
ers and several Italian
luxury fashion groups
such as Dolce & Gabbana
were invited.

Oil leaking
from sunken

tanker in
Manila Bay
Monitoring Desk

MANILA: Some of the 1.4
million litres of industrial
fuel oil inside a sunken Phil-
ippine tanker has started to
leak into Manila Bay, the
coast guard said on Satur-
day, as they raced to avoid
an environmental catastro-
phe. The MT Terra Nova
sank in bad weather off
Manila on Thursday, killing
one crew member and leav-
ing the country potentially
facing its worst oil spill di-
saster. The oil slick has more
than tripled in size and is
now estimated to stretch
12-14 kilometres across the
bay, which thousands of
fishermen and tourism op-
erators rely on for their live-
lihoods. Divers inspected
the hull of the vessel on
Saturday and saw a “mini-
mal leak” from the valves,
Coast Guard spokesman
Rear Admiral Armando
Balilo said, adding it was
“not alarming yet”.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim Kundi being
briefed about Gandhara heritage displayed in Peshawar Museum.

Museums reflect history,
culture of nations:

Governor KpK
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi on Sunday
said that museums reflect
the history and culture of
nations, highlighting rich
heritage includes the
Gandharan civilization and
various religious traditions.

He said this during
visit to the Peshawar
Museum.

Upon arrival,  Dr.
Abdul Samad, Director of
Archaeology and
Museums, welcomed the
Governor.

During his visit,
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi inspected the
Gandharan civilization
artifacts and the unique
cultural heritage of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa showcased
at the museum.

Dr. Abdul Samad
briefed the Governor on
the historical and cultural
significance of the

museum’s valuable
collection, as well as details
regarding the museum’s
renovations.

Governor Faisal
Kundi praised the
Archaeology and Museum
Department for
maintaining the museum to
a state-of-the-art level and
ensuring the protection of
precious historical
artifacts.

He emphasized that
museums reflect the
history and culture of
nations, highlighting that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
rich heritage includes the
Gandharan civilization and
various religious traditions.

The Governor
suggested that special
tours of the Peshawar
Museum be arranged for
the youth, especially
students, to familiarize
them with their cultural and
historical heritage.

Governor Kundi

described the Peshawar
Museum as crucial for
projecting a positive image
of the province to
international tourists.

He stressed the need
to promote Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for its peace
and tourism potential.

Governor Kundi also
mentioned that the first
session of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
was held in Peshawar
Museum. He said that the
museum and its artifacts are
valuable assets.He asserted
that while there may be
political differences, the
primary goal should be to
advance the province’s
rights and public welfare.

He called for a
collective political effort to
present the province’s case
at the federal level and
highlighted the need for
more industries to create
job opportunities for
youth.

QWP opposes selling of
land acquired for educational

complex in Mardan
PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial Chairman of
Qaumi Watan Party
(QWP) Sikandar Hayat
Khan Sherpao on Sunday
opposed the selling of the
land acquired for the
educational complex in
Mardan and said that this
belied the claims of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government about
declaring education
emergency in the province.

He was speaking at a
meeting of the Party office-
bearers of District
Peshawar, said a press
release issued from Watan
Kor. The provincial
Chairman QWP directed the
participants to work on
strengthening and
reorganizing the QWP at
the grassroots level.
Sikandar Sherpao said that
the PTI had been ruling
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
the third straight term but
it failed to work for the

welfare of the people.
“Selling the land acquired for
the educational complex is
a violation of the relevant
laws,” he said, adding that
under the law, a piece of
land once acquired for a
project should be used for
that specific purpose.

He said that the bid
to sell the land was a
classic example of the
PTI’s poor economic
management. He said that
this would set a bad
precedent and would open
a Pandora’s box.

“This shows the PTI
has miserably failed to run
the economic affairs of the
province and it has now
started selling off the
provincial assets,” he
maintained. Expressing
concern over the deteriorating
law and order in various parts
of the province, the QWP
leader said the local
administration in Kurram
tribal district.

MUZAFFARABAD: Rescue 1122 officials
transferring injured people to hospital with the
help of people of the area.

Health minister mourns
loss of rescuer medical
technician in Sahiwal

July 27, 2017, the
darkest day in Pakistan’s

history: Azma

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Health and
Emergency Services,
Khawaja Salman Rafique,
has expressed profound
grief over the tragic death
of Rescuer Medical
Technician Habib ur
Rahman. The incident
occurred at Qadirabad Stop
in Sahiwal while Rahman
was on duty, serving the
community with Rescue
1122.

In his condolence

message on Sunday, the
minister prayed Allah
Almighty grant Rahman a
place in Jannah. He also
paid tribute to the Rescue
1122 personnel,
acknowledging their
dedication and crucial role
in providing emergency
services to the public. The
minister ’s message
highlighted the bravery and
commitment of those who
risk their lives to protect
and serve others.

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Information and Culture
Azma Bokhari has said that
July 27, 2017, was the
darkest day in Pakistan’s
history. In a statement issued
on Sunday, she said those,
who had orchestrated the
Panama drama to oust
Nawaz Sharif on an Iqama
issue and declared him
disqualified for life, wanted
to distance Nawaz Sharif

from his people. “Perhaps
they forgot that despite
their strategies, Allah also
has a strategy.
Alhamdulillah, my leader
returned, his
disqualification was
overturned, and the people
gave him the mandate.
Despite all conspiracies,
Pakistan and its largest
province, Punjab, are
governed by Nawaz Sharif
today,” she concluded.

KP Minister inaugurates
water scheme in

Shireen Mela
KOHAT  (APP): Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister
for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs
Aftab Alam Afridi
Advocate along with
former MNA Qaiser Jamal
Afridi Sunday inaugurated
the Water Supply Scheme
Shireen Mela in Bostikhel
of Tribal Tehsil  Dara
Adam Khel, Kohat
District, funded by the
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The inaugural
ceremony was largely
attended by the party
workers, local elders and
common people.
Speaking at the
inauguration ceremony,
the Law Minister said

that he is well aware of
the backwardness and
deprivation of Dara Adam
Khel because it remained
a part  of the former
FATA.He said he would
try to  pay special
attention to the area. He
said that provision of
basic needs like drinking
water, communication,
education and health to
the people is at the top
of his priorities.

Aftab Alam said that
he is preparing a separate
development plan for
each area keeping in view
its needs with act ive
participation of the local
leadership so that the real
problems faced by the
people are solved.

LAHORE: Garbage-clogged rainwater drains on the
roads are a testimony to the inefficiency of the WASA.

CCPO orders
expediting IBOs
against criminals

LAHORE (APP): Capital
City Police Officer (CCPO)
Bilal Siddique has issued
orders for expediting
i n t e l l i g e n c e - b a s e d
operations (IBOs) against
criminals, increasing pace of
crackdowns on illegal
weapons and drugs and
ensuring swift arrest of
proclaimed offenders. He
was presiding over a meeting

at his office here on Sunday
to review progress on the
Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs) related to
performance of divisional
officers. During the briefing,
it was informed that the 15
Call Data, issued by the
Punjab Safe Cities
Authority, indicated a
significant reduction in crime
rate in the provincial capital.

CM message
on World

Hepatitis Day
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, in her
message on the World
Hepatitis Day, said that
environment free from
contamination and
provision of clean drinking
water save many from
multiple diseases.

“The number of
Hepatitis B and C patients
is increasing rapidly and
we need to undertake
collective efforts along with
preventive measures for
their complete eradication”
she said.

The Chief Minister
said, “Prevention from
Hepatitis becomes easier
by adopting preventive
measures as its treatment
is prolonged and difficult.

“Hepatitis is a silent
killer and is adversely
affecting the lives of lakhs
of people. Further
awareness and information
regarding Hepatitis
inevitably need to imparted
among the citizens.”

Four bodies
found

LAHORE (APP): Four
people including three drug
addicts lost their lives in
different areas of the city.

According to an Edhi
spokesperson, 21-year-old
Haseeb died due to
electrocution in Gulberg.

A 45-year-old man
was found dead on the side
of a road at Factory Area,
in Walton Road. The
deceased apparently was a
drug addict, who could not
be identified.

A 37-year-old Adnan
died from a drug overdose
near Butt Chowk,
Ghaziabad.

The body of an
unidentified 50-year-old
man was found on a
footpath in Nawan Kot. He
appeared to be a drug
addict.

The Edhi
spokesperson said that
after police action, all dead
bodies had been shifted to
mortuary.

ANF seizes
574 kg drugs in
six operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
six operations across the
country managed to
recover 574 kg drugs and
arrested six accused, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman.

He informed that 1.6
kg ice was recovered from
two parcels booked for
France and Saudi Arabia
at  a courier  office in
Lahore.
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QUETTA: Secretary Communication and Works Lal Jan Jaffar presiding over a meeting to review progress on development
projects

HUB: Residents of Lasbela are holding demonstration in favor Pakistan Army,
held in Hub.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Livestock and Dairy Development Bakht
Muhammad Kakar listening problems of people at his residence

KARACHI: A delegation of Law Department
Balochistan in a group photo with Secretary Law
Sindh Ali Ahmed Baloch after a meeting

Announces nationwide campaign to eradicate Hepatitis C

PM for united efforts to
ensure a hepatitis-free future

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the international commu-
nity observed World Hepa-
titis Day on Sunday, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
called for united efforts to
raise awareness and work
towards a hepatitis-free fu-
ture, also announcing a na-
tionwide campaign to eradi-
cate the disease.

“On this World Hepa-
titis Day, let us stand united
in our efforts to raise aware-
ness, support those af-
fected by viral hepatitis,
and work towards a future
free from the burden of this
disease. Together, we can
make a difference and build
a healthier and more pros-
perous nation,” the prime
minister said in his message
to the nation on the Day.

He said the Day was
dedicated to raising aware-
ness about hepatitis and its
impact on individuals and
communities worldwide.

He said this year’s
theme “It’s time for action”
was a reminder for urgent
actions to prevent, diag-
nose, and treat hepatitis

and emphasised necessary
actions to help eliminate the
disease and ensure a
healthier future for all.

The prime minister
said that hepatitis was a si-
lent epidemic that affected
millions of people around
the world, causing liver in-
flammation and potentially
leading to severe complica-
tions if left untreated.

“Pakistan has a very
high burden of Hepatitis C
infection, having 10 million
infected cases, out of 60
million hepatitis C cases
globally. Our country is fac-
ing an epidemic of Hepati-
tis C and it is feared that
we may also see an epi-
demic of liver cancer if nec-
essary actions to prevent
and eliminate Viral Hepati-
tis are not taken,” he
warned.

He highlighted that the
country had made signifi-
cant progress in combating
viral hepatitis through
awareness campaigns, vac-
cination programs, and im-
proved access to testing and
treatment. However, there

is still much work to be
done. We must continue to
prioritize hepatitis preven-
tion, ensure early diagnosis,
and provide affordable and
accessible treatment op-
tions for all, he added.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz said that the gov-
ernment stood firm in its
dedication to overcome the
challenges posed by hepa-
titis. “I am pleased to an-
nounce a nationwide cam-
paign aimed at eradicating
Hepatitis C. As a part of
this noble endeavor, our
focus will be on decentral-
izing testing and treatment
centers, ensuring that the
services provided are tai-
lored to the needs of our
citizens, in alignment with
the global strategy,” he said.

The prime minister
reassured that every citizen
would have free access to
screening and treatment fa-
cilities for Hepatitis C.

He recalled that dur-
ing his tenure as Punjab
Chief Minister, the Paki-
stan Kidney & Liver Trans-
plant Institute project.

Municipal corporation will
bring in-house change in

Hub: Mir Ali Hassan Zehri
Independent Report

HUB: Nawab Jam Kamal
Khan Aliani is very respect-
able to us and our elder and
I have full confidence in his
political insight, Nawab
Sahib has rendered valuable
services to the people of
Balochistan, especially the
people of Hub and Lasbela,
for which I pay tribute.

Federal Minister
Nawab Jam Kamal Khan
and us are in complete
agreement regarding the
provision of facilities and
long-term development for
Hub and Lasbela. These
views were expressed by
Provincial Advisor for In-
dustries and Crafts of
Balochistan Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri in Hub after meeting
with representatives of
Nawab Kamal Khan.While
discussing with Kamal
Aliani after agreeing on the
decision to bring changes in
the Municipal Corporation
Hub.

He said that there has
been an agreement between
us for in-house change in
the Hub Municipal Corpo-

ration and very soon the
election of the new chair-
man and vice chairman will
be implemented unani-
mously through no confi-
dence.

He said that President
Asif Ali Zardari Expressing
full confidence in both par-
ties, Zardari has allowed in-
house change and on his in-
structions, in-house change
is being brought in Hub
Municipal Corporation,
which will change the des-
tiny of Hub and speedy
development and public in-
terests.

He further said that it
was decided in the meeting
that the Chairman and Vice
Chairman will be nomi-
nated based on the consen-
sus of President Asif Ali
Zardari, Provincial Advisor
for Industry and Crafts
Mir Ali Hassan Zehri and
Nawab Jam Kamal Khan
Aliani. Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri said that by the grace
of Allah, we together with
Nawab Jam Kamal Khan
will make the Hub Munici-
pal Corporation the best

institution and the best and
effective measures will be
taken for the rapid devel-
opment and prosperity of
the city. He said that in the
past periods, the Munici-
pal Corporation Hub’s per-
formance was zero, due to
which the people of the
hub city were deprived of
basic facilities.

Despite the funds of
millions of rupees, no de-
velopment works were
done in the hub city and the
city turned into ruins. So
far, an institution like Mu-
nicipal Corporation has
been used for the personal
interests of only a few so-
called leaders who have
never paid any attention to
the city instead of solving
the problems of the city,
but this will not happen
now.   Nawab Jam Kamal
Khan and we have fully
agreed to work together for
the development and pros-
perity of Hub City and for
this purpose by utilizing all
available resources to make
Hub City a modern and
well-equipped city.

BHC directs petitioner
to address grievances

in land ownership case
QUETTA (PR): A two-
member bench of the
Balochistan High Court,
comprising Justice
Muhammad Kamran Khan
Mullahkhel and Justice
Iqbal Ahmed Kasi, heard
the constitutional petition
filed by Naheed Khan
against the Deputy Com-
missioner of Quetta and
others. The petition relates
to pending cases of land
ownership in a housing
scheme, where some indi-
viduals have made pay-
ments but not received
possession or ownership
certificates. During the hear-
ing, the counsel for the pe-
titioner, Behlol Khan Kasi,
submitted a report listing
12 individuals who have
made payments above 60%.

However, some indi-
viduals present in court
claimed they had already
made 100% payments but
had not received posses-
sion or ownership certifi-
cates. The counsel for the
petitioner assured the court
that all individuals who had
made payments above 60%
would be adjusted accord-
ing to the court’s directives.

The boundary demar-
cation process was still in-
complete, and the Addi-
tional Attorney General
sought time to inquire about
the pending demarcation pro-
cess from the relevant revenue
authorities. The petitioner’s
counsel further stated that
cases of individuals with pay-
ments below 60% were also
under consideration.

Subjective exams for posts
of Lecturers for different

subjects postponed
Independent Report

QUETTA: The
Balochistan Public Service
Commission (BPSC) has
postponed the subjective
exams for posts of lectur-
ers for different subjects in
the Colleges, Higher and
Technical Education De-
partment, scheduled to be
conducted on July 29, 30
and 31, 2024.

According to an offi-
cial notification issued here
by the Secretary BPSC on
Sunday, the subjective ex-
ams for the posts of lectur-

ers for the subjects of En-
glish Literature, Urdu,
Chemistry, Bio-Chemistry,
Political Science, Environ-
mental Sciences, Sociology
and Pakistan Studies have
been postponed.

However, all the re-
maining exams scheduled
from August 7 to 27, 2024
at the BPSC would be con-
ducted as announced earlier.

The new date and
time for the aforementioned
tests would be announced
shortly, the notification
mentioned.

Miftah pledges legal action
against K-electric, demands
tax rollback on power bills

KARACHI (INP):  Ex-fi-
nance czar and leader of the
newly-formed Awam Paki-
stan Party, Miftah Ismail
has announced his plan to
file a petition against K-
Electric, demanding the
withdrawal of taxes im-
posed on electricity. Speak-
ing to demonstrators from
his party on Sunday, Ismail
emphasised his commit-

ment to fighting for the
public’s rights.

Addressing the pro-
testers, Ismail criticised the
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) for its “unfulfilled
promise” of 300 free units
of electricity.

“If free electricity
cannot be provided to the
public, then no one should
receive it,” he stated.

Weather
forecast

Independent Report
QUETTA: According to the
Regional Meteorological
Center Balochistan, most
districts of the province are
expected to experience hot
and humid weather on Sun-
day. However, there is a
possibility of thunder-
storms, strong winds, and
rain at a few places in Zhob,
Barkhan, Kohlu, Ziarat,
and surrounding areas.

On Monday evening
and night, thunderstorms
and rain are expected in
Zhob, Sherani, Musakhel,
Barkhan, Kohlu, Loralai,
Sibi, Lasbela, Awaran, Hub,
Khuzdar, and surrounding
areas. The rest of the dis-
tricts in the province are
likely to experience hot and
humid weather.

In the past 24 hours,
the highest temperature
was recorded in Dalbandin
and Nokundi (47°C), Sibi
(45°C), Panjgur and Turbat
(43°C), Quetta (41°C),
Zhob (40°C), and Gwadar
(35°C).

Rainfall was recorded
in Barkhan (24.0 mm).

Eight people
killed in road

mishap in
IIOJK

MIRPUR (APP): At least
eight members of the same
family, including five chil-
dren, were killed in a dev-
astating road accident at
Daksum in the Kokernag
area of Kishtiwar district in
the illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir state
on Saturday, according to a
report reaching here late
Saturday from across the
line of control.

The tragic accident
occurred when their vehicle,
a Maruti Swift bearing reg-
istration number JK03H
9017, skidded off the road
and fell into a ditch while
they were traveling from
Kishtwar to Marwah via
Sinthan Top, the report
said.

Emergency services
remained unable to save
any of the occupants of the
vehicle, all of whom were
pronounced dead at the
scene, the report said.
“Occupied Kashmir ’s
puppet state authorities
have started a probe to as-
certain the cause of the
accident, which is sus-
pected to be due to the dif-
ficult and often dangerous
road conditions in the re-
gion,”  the report further
revealed.

The accident has cast
a pall of gloom over the
Kishtwar district, with lo-
cal residents expressing
their condolences to the
bereaved family, the report
added.

QUETTA: Haq Do Tehreek  head & MPA Mulana
Hidayat ur Rehman addressing a  press conference.

QUETTA: National Party Central Information Sec-
retary, Aslam Baloch along with others addresses
to media persons during press conference, held at
Quetta Press Club.

Demands release of arrested persons: 
National Party supports BYC’s 

protest demos, demands, says
central Secretary Information 

Independent Report
QUETTA: The central Sec-
retary Information of Na-
tional Party (NP), Aslam
Baloch has stated that the
party supports the protest
demonstration, public
meetings and demands
made by the Baloch
Yakjehti Committee (BYC).

He was addressing the
press conference at Quetta
Press Club on Sunday.
Other leaders of National
Party and its MPA Ms.
Kalsoom Niaz were also
present on the occasion.

The Secretary Infor-
mation NP said that we
were also with the BYC and
would also remain with it

in future. He demanded of
the government to meet the
demands of BYC.

He said that there is
disturbance in the province
for last one week and added
that the present “non-po-
litical and non-serious” gov-
ernment is responsible for
the situation created. He
charged that the people
who are part of the govern-
ment are going to take ad-
vantage of the situation.

He said that the “pup-
pet” government has been
imposed on us through
Form 47. He said that no
one would give weightage
to these people if there was
political freedom, peace and

development in the prov-
ince. He said that it is
strange that the government
has itself blocked different
roads in the province for
last couple of days.

He said that a peace-
ful public meeting was
scheduled in Gwadar, but
the government closed the
roads by not allowing the
people to participate in it.

He claimed that over
300 persons have been ar-
rested under 16 MPO dur-
ing last two days. He de-
manded of the government
to release all the arrested all
the arrested persons and
recover the missing ones
immediately. 

KP requests PHC CJ to
form judicial commission

for May 9 probe
PESHAWAR (INP): The
Khyber Pakhunkhwa gov-
ernment, led by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), on
Sunday wrote a letter to
Peshawar High Court’s
(PHC) Chief Justice Ishtiaq
Ibrahim for the constitution
of a judicial commission to
investigate the May 9 inci-
dent.

KP Law Minister
Aftab Alam Afridi, while
speaking to private Tv
news channel said: “The
letter requesting the estab-
lishment of a judicial com-
mission was sent to the
chief justice by the admin-
istration department.”

Afridi said that the
chief justice will announce
the names for the commis-
sion, adding that the judi-
cial commission will be
headed by a PHC judge.

A day earlier, the KP
cabinet approved the estab-
lishment of a judicial com-

mission to probe the May
9 events during the meeting
presided by Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur.

The PTI had been de-
manding to hold a judicial
inquiry into the May 9
protests which broke out in
the country last year over
party founder Imran
Khan’s arrest in the Al-
Qadir Trust case.

During the protests,
alleged PTI supporters
damaged public and private
properties and also attacked
military installations in dif-
ferent parts of the country.

In May this year, PTI
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan reiterated his
party’s demand to hold a
judicial inquiry into the vio-
lence.

KP CM Gandapur
had also demanded to form
a judicial commission to
probe the violence on that
day.

PkMAP condemns govt’s
crackdown on public

rallies taken out by BYC

Right to self-determination
Kashmiris’ basic, absolute
right: Dr Mushtaq Khan

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Amir of Jamaat-e-Islami
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Dr Muhammad Mushtaq
Khan has said that the right
to self-determination is the
fundamental and absolute
right of the Kashmiri
people, which has been rec-
ognized by the just and
democratic circles of the
world. According to Kash-
mir Media Service,
Muhammad Mushtaq
Khan talking to Kashmiri
journalists in Islamabad said
that India itself had taken
the Kashmir dispute to the
United Nations and had
promised to give the right
of self-determination to the

Kashmiri people, but de-
spite the passage of 77
years, the Kashmiri people
are continuing to struggle
and making sacrifices for
achieving the right to self-
determination.  He said In-
dia has been working with
deceit and trickery since the
first day. He said that the
base camp had also not
played the role it should
have done while the United
Nations also failed to imple-
ment its resolutions.  Dr
Mushtaq said that on Au-
gust 5, 2019 India attacked
the constitutional status of
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir and abrogated two im-
portant articles 370.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PkMAP) has
strongly condemned the
government’s crackdown
on the public protests ral-
lies announced by Baloch
Yekjehti Committee (BYC),
and the arrest and supports
all their constitutional and
democratic demands.

In the statement is-
sued here on Sunday, the
central spokesperson of the
Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party Talimand Khan said
that peaceful protest, po-
litical gatherings, and dem-
onstrations are fundamen-
tal constitutional rights of
every citizen, and it is the
state’s duty to listen to
them instead of suppress-
ing their voices. The
Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party considers the extra-
judicial abductions and
forced disappearances of
citizens, particularly in

Balochistan, on political
grounds as a constitutional
and human tragedy and
supports every voice and
step taken against it.

He further stated that
the current unrest in the
province is the result of
decades of undemocratic
authoritarian attitudes, ar-
bitrary political decisions,
and actions, which have
become unbearable and are
now manifesting as open
protests, rallies, and pro-
cessions on the streets. The
statement added that the
misfortune of this Baloch-
Pashtun province is that
from the beginning, politi-
cal issues were attempted
to be suppressed by force
rather than resolved in a
political and democratic
manner, which continues to
this day. Ironically, in this
delicate situation, the cen-
tral and provincial govern-
ments imposed through
Form 47.

DALBANDIN: MPA Mir Sadiq Sanjrani, Mir Ijaz
Sanjrani and other inaugurating 11 KV-4 line at
33 KV Grid Station Aminabad

QUETTA: A view of deserted look of the road due to
hot weather in Provincial capital.

Asghar expresses
deep concern over

human rights violations

Successful launch of WEI
Quetta chapter: a milestone

in female empowerment

By Sardar Khondai
CHAMAN: Asghar Khan
Achakzai, Provincial Presi-
dent of the Awami National
Party (ANP), has strongly
condemned the violence
against peaceful protests in
Pashtun-Baloch regions,
terming it “unacceptable”.
He expressed deep concern
over the ongoing unrest,
lawlessness, and human
rights violations in the re-
gion.

Achakzai stated that
the Pashtun-Baloch nations
are being deprived of their
right to peaceful protest,
and the dignity of the
people is being severely in-
jured. He warned that the

consequences of such ac-
tions would be severe and
the responsibility would lie
with the state and ruling
elite. He made these re-
marks while addressing the
ANP’s provincial cabinet
meeting at Arbab House.
The meeting discussed the
country’s political situa-
tion, particularly the
Pashtun-Baloch regions.

ANP to Observe Au-
gust Martyrs’ Day with
National Responsibility

Achakzai also an-
nounced that the ANP
would observe August
Martyrs’ Day with national
responsibility, as in previ-
ous years.

QUETTA (APP): Women
in Energy Pakistan (WIE),
a leading professional net-
work dedicated to advanc-
ing women in the energy,
climate, and environmental
sectors, on Sunday an-
nounced to launch its
Quetta Chapter.

The event, held at the
Institute for Development
Studies and Practices
(IDSP) campus, represents
a significant step in expand-
ing WIE’s reach and impact
in Balochistan. Hosted by
IDSP, the inception meet-
ing was attended by a dis-
tinguished group of profes-
sionals and the Future lead-
ers. The event featured a
series of insightful presen-

tations and discussions fo-
cused on fostering female
leadership and promoting
career development within
the energy sector.

The event included in-
teractive sessions that pro-
vided participants with
valuable insights into career
advancement, networking
opportunities, and strate-
gies to increase female repre-
sentation in the energy sector.
These sessions facilitated
meaningful discussions and
offered practical advice for
professional growth. Rabia,
Chair of the Women in Energy
Quetta Chapter and Senior Re-
search Associate at IDSP, ex-
pressed her excitement about
the chapter’s launch.

Minister for
swift drainage
of rainwater
in low-laying

areas
ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi emphasized the need
for self monitoring of drain-
age works in low-laying ar-
eas after torrential rains hit
Islamabad on Sunday morn-
ing.

The minister has
stressed that these works
should be completed as
soon as possible to prevent
water accumulation.

Capital Development
Authority (CDA) and
Metropolitan Corporation
Islamabad (MCI) teams are
working around the clock to
ensure swift drainage and
mitigate potential flooding,
said a news release.

To ensure smooth wa-
ter flow, teams were in-
structed to monitor drains
and waterways 24/7. Addi-
tional staff and machinery
were deployed as needed to
facilitate the process.

Raoof Hasan’s
physical remand

extended by
two days

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
local court in Islamabad has
extended the physical re-
mand of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) spokesperson
Raoof Hasan by two more
days. As per details, the
duty judge Murid Abbas
announced the reserved
verdict and handed over
Raoof Hasan to FIA on a
two-day physical remand.

The court also sent
PTI social media activist
Syeda Arooba on judicial
remand.

On July 25, a local
court in the federal capital
approved an extension to
PTI leader Raoof Hasan’s
physical remand.

Hasan was produced
before the court over the
completion of his two-day
physical remand.


