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QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti presiding
over budget meeting of Provincial Cabinet.

QUETTA: Balochistan Finance Minister Mir Shoaib Nosherwani presenting
the Budget 2024-25 during Balochistan Assembly session.

LARKANA: President Asif Ali Zardari showering
petals over the grave of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto on her 71st birth anniversary, in Garhi
Khuda Baksh Bhutto.

RAWALPINDI: Minister of the International De-
partment of the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of China (IDCPC) Liu Jianchao, met
with Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed
Asim Munir, at General Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in a group
photo with participant’s pf 3rd Pakistan-China joint consultative meeting of
political parties on CEPEC, in the Federal Capital.

Total expenditures estimated in budget are Rs. 930.206 billion:

Balochistan’s surplus budget for fiscal
year 2024-25 presented with total
outlay of over Rs. 955.602 billion

Provincial Minister for Finance, Mir Shoaib Nausherwani presents annual budget in Assembly’s session;
Over Rs. 321 billion allocated for development in budget; salaries and pensions of government employes and

pensioners increased on pattern of federal govt.; 3,000 vacancies proposed in budget; Rs. 5.5 billion
allocated for health card programme; grant of public sector universities increased to Rs. 5 billion;

development expenditures proposed as Rs. 321 billion; 2704 new development schemes have been proposed

Not possible to satisfy all and give
progress to Balochistan in dev.

budget of Rs. 230b: CM

Balochistan cabinet approves
provincial budget for next

financial year
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan cabinet approved the provin-
cial budget for the next financial year 2024-25 here in its
meeting chaired by the Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti on Friday afternoon.

The provincial Finance department high ups briefed
the salient features of the budget proposals for the next
financial year.

It was informed that the health and education sectors
are priority sectors in the next financial year budget.

Besides several new projects of development of dif-
ferent sectors including agriculture, livestock, irrigation
are included in the budget.

The cabinet also approved the new pension contribu-
tion scheme. The cabinet was agreed to enforce the new
pension contribution scheme from new financial year.

It was also informed to the cabinet that 3000 new
vacancies would also be included in the next financial
year budget.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister said that
for the first time, percent approved projects have been
made part of the budget proposals.

He said that the cabinet has agreed upon that 100
percent approved projects would be included in the bud-
get from next financial year.

He said that the provincial ministers and members
would monitor the development schemes in their respec-
tive departments and constituencies.

Justice Jamal Mandokhail,
Justice HashimKakar inaugurate

research center in BHC
Independent Report

QUETTA: The judge of Supreme Court of Pakistan, Mr.
Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail and Chief Justice, Mr.
Justice Muhammad Hashim Kakar inaugurated the newly
established Research Center in the premises of High Court
here on Friday.

The senior Judge of High Court, Mr. Justice
Muhammad Ejaz Swati and other judges of the High
Court and judicial staff were also present on the occa-
sion.

Cross-party consensus backs
CPEC, stronger China ties as

Pakistan hosts first JCM
Rare political unity witnessed as China stresses internal stability
essential for Pakistan’s development; Chinese minister says it’s
time that Pakistan’s political parties contribute their wisdom

by understanding each other’s development philosophy.

Pak-China friendship vital
for peace, development of

both countries & region: PM

COAS Asim Munir pledges
full support for CPEC

Liu Jianchao lauds Pakistan Army's role
in providing security to Chinese nationals

BHC terms decision of cabinet
regarding wheat procurement

at subsidized rates as illegal
Court observes keeping in view weak

financial conditions of the province, govt.
is required to cut expenditures while

shutting down loss-making departments

NEPRA proposes
fixed charges up

to Rs 1,000
for domestic

electricity users
ISLAMABAD (INP):
NEPRA has proposed in-
troducing fixed charges for
domestic electricity con-
sumers, starting from July
1, potentially impacting
millions of households na-
tionwide.

According to sources,
the proposal has been sub-
mitted to the federal gov-
ernment for final approval.
The proposed fixed charges
are integrated into the aver-
age basic electricity tariff.

The charges are tiered
based on monthly con-
sumption: Rs 200 for 301-
400 units, Rs 400 for 401-
500 units, Rs 600 for 501-
600 units, Rs 800 for 601-
700 units, and Rs 1,000 for
usage above 700 units. Pre-
viously, fixed charges were
not included in the tariff for
domestic customers. The
final decision on the new
tariff structure will be made
following the federal
government’s review.

Five soldiers martyred
in Kurram district

landmine blast

Budget 2024-25:
PPP excuses
unconditional

support to
PML-N

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pa-
kistan People’s Party
(PPP) has excused uncon-
ditional support to Paki-
stan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) led federal gov-
ernment on Budget 2024-
25.

According to media re-
ports, the meeting between
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Chairman of Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP),
did not yield any positive
results as PPP did not as-
sure the Prime Minister of
their cooperation on the
budget. Sources said that
the party has stuck to its
previous stance on its de-
mands. The government had
requested PPP’s support in
passing the budget 2024-
25, but PPP has demanded
implementation of the writ-
ten agreement on their de-
mands before offering any
support. Sources said that
the government has not
provided a deadline on ac-
cepting PPP’s demands.

Yesterday, PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif to
discuss the former’s reser-
vations over the budget
2024-25. The

prime minister urged all
political parties to work
together for the develop-
ment and prosperity of the
country and public welfare.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief
Minister Balochistan,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti has stated that we
are aware of the chal-
lenges being faced by
the province, however,
it is not possible to sat-
isfy all and give devel-
opment to the province
in the development
budget of Rs. 230 bil-
lion.

The Chief Minister
mentioned that the pro-
vincial budget for next
financial year has been
presented in the assem-
bly and maintained
that it is the first bud-
get of Balochistan
which is presented in
the surplus.

He said that he is
thankful to all the allies
on cooperation on the
budget preparation.

The Chief Minister
was speaking to the me-
dia persons after the
budget session of the
provincial assembly on
Friday.

He said that educa-
tion has been given top
priority in the next fi-
nancial year budget
of the province with
second to health and
then law and order sec-
tors.

He said that the test
of our good governance
would start from July,
2024.

He said that it has
been targeted to spend
70 percent of the funds

of development
projects.

Referring police
and Levies, the Chief
Minister said that these
are our forces and as
such we are taking steps
to bring salaries of both
forces at par of other
provinces.

He said that we have
not withdrawn from
the Sui gas surcharge,
and adding he men-
tioned that there are Rs.
50 billion are outstand-
ing.

He hoped that we
would get the arrears of
gas surcharge after
lease review.

He announced that
we would not leave
even a single penny on
the federation.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan’s annual sur-
plus budget having total
volume of Rs. 955. 602 bil-
lion for the next financial
year 2024-25 was pre-
sented in the provincial as-
sembly here on Friday.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Finance, Mir Shoaib
Nausherwani unveiled the
maiden budget of the Chief
Minister, Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti-led coalition
government while the
Speaker, Captain (Retd)

Abdul Khaliq Achakzai was
in chair and the Chief Min-
ister in attendance.

Unveiling the provin-
cial budget, Mir Shoaib
Nausherwani said that
while the total volume of
provincial budget for the
next financial year is over
Rs. 955 billion, the total
expenditures are estimated
as over Rs. 930.206 billion
in the budget showing sur-
plus Rs. 25.395 billion.

The Minister Finance
mentioned that the budget
allocated over Rs. 321 bil-

lion for development expen-
ditures.

As per the budget docu-
ments and mentioned by
the Finance Minister in his
budget speech, Balochistan
is set to receive Rs. 862 bil-
lion from transfers and the
divisible pool.

The budget has allo-
cated over Rs. 93 billion for
law and order, over Rs. 146
billion for education, and
over Rs. 67 billion for health
sectors.

As per the budget at a
glance, over Rs. 138 billion

have been allocated for the
general public service, over
Rs. 93 billion for the public
order and safety affairs,

over Rs. 79 billion for eco-
nomic affairs, over Rs. 909
million for the environment

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP): All
the mainstream political
parties of Pakistan on Fri-
day displayed exemplary
consensus to back the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) with the
leaders reiterating their un-
wavering commitment to
further strengthen the bilat-
eral relationship between
Pakistan and China by
thwarting all nefarious de-
signs.

The political consen-
sus was shown at the
CPEC Pakistan-China Po-

litical Parties Forum and 3rd
Meeting of CPEC Political
Parties Joint Consultative
Mechanism co-chaired by
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
and Minister of the Inter-
national Department of the
Communist Party of China
(IDCPC) and member of the
Communist Party’s Central
Committee Liu Jianchao
who is on a three-day visit
here.

Besides Senate Chair-
man Syed Yousuf Raza
Gilani and National Assem-

bly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, the senior leadership
of all major political parties
attended the event includ-
ing Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal, MQM’s
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui,
Maulana Fazlur Rehman of
JUI-F, Hina Rabbani Khar
of PPP, Senator Syed Ali
Zafar of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf, Munazza Hassan
of Istehkam Pakistan Party,
National Party’s Senator
Jan Muhammad, senior
politicians Afrasiab

Continued on page 2

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Minister of the Interna-
tional Department of the
Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China
(IDCPC), Liu Jianchao on
Friday met Chief of Army
Staff (COAS), General
Syed Asim Munir here at
General Headquarters.

During the meeting,
they discussed matters of
mutual interest, including
regional peace and stability,
and reviewed progress on
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), an
Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) news release
said. The COAS reaffirmed
Pakistan’s unwavering
commitment to the strate-
gic partnership with China
and pledged full support
for the successful imple-
mentation of CPEC, a flag-

ship project of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI).

Liu Jianchao high-
lighted that he is visiting
Pakistan as a follow up of
the successful meetings be-
tween the leadership of the
two countries in China.

He emphasized the sig-
nificance of the
longstanding brotherly re-
lations between the two
nations and expressed sat-
isfaction with the progress
achieved on CPEC, reiter-
ating China’s commitment
to its timely completion.

The visiting dignitary
also commended Pakistan’s
efforts in maintaining re-
gional peace and stability,
acknowledging the support
of the Pakistan Armed
Forces in providing secu-
rity to Chinese nationals
and projects in Pakistan.

Speaking on the occasion, Justice Jamal Mandokhail
hailed the establishment of new research center in High
Court saying that it is a welcoming initiative.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan High Court
(BHC) has termed the de-
cision of provincial cabinet
to procure wheat at subsi-
dized rates after allocating
Rs. 500 million as illegal and
directed to the Chief Secre-
tary to diver the said
amount towards payment
of loan and establishment
of technical center, town

planning and supply of
drinking water, etc. as sug-
gested by the Chief Minis-
ter.

The BHC announced
the judgement on a petition
in which the validity of de-
cision taken by the provin-
cial cabinet regarding pro-
curement of wheat from
Naseerabad division after
allocation of Rs. 500 mil

Continued on page 2

New political
party AP launched
LAHORE (Online):
Former leaders of PML-N
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and
Miftah Ismail have
launched new political
party in the name of Awam
Pakistan  (AP). A video has
been shared on X account
of APP with the tag line of
“Awam Pakistan badlain ga
nizam” which has been
reposted by Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi and Miftah Ismail.

The frustrated people
were seen questioning in the
video about inflation,
shortage of gas and electric-
ity, corruption, unemploy-
ment and shortage of girls
schools.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
said that the Pakistan-
China friendship was indis-
pensable for peace and de-
velopment of both the
countries as well as the re-
gion and beyond.

Emphasizing on his-
toric and unique signifi-
cance of bilateral relations
between the two countries,
the prime minister reaf-
firmed that the Pakistan-
China friendship was time-
tested and enduring.

He was talking to Min-
ister of International De-
partment of the Commu-
nist Party of China (IDCPC)
Liu Jianchao who along with
a delegation called on him
at the PM House.

While welcoming the
Chinese dignitary and mem-
bers of his delegation to
Pakistan, the prime minis-
ter congratulated him as
well as political leaders of

Pakistan on the successful
organization of Pakistan-
China Political Parties Fo-
rum and the 3rd round of
Joint Consultative Mecha-
nism (JCM) of Political
Parties on China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC).  He said it was a
matter of great satisfaction
that there was complete po-
litical consensus in both
countries on the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor.

Reflecting on his recent
visit to China where he held
fruitful and productive
meetings with President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li
Qiang, the prime minister
commended the vision of
the Chinese leadership for
the continued growth of
Pakistan-China strategic
relations and the shared de-
sire of both countries to
work together to ensure
success of the CPEC and
its upgradation to the next
phase.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Five soldiers of Pakistan
Army on Friday embraced
martyrdom after an impro-
vised explosive device ex-
ploded on a vehicle of the
Security Forces in general
area Sadda, Kurram Dis-
trict.

According to the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release, five
brave sons of soil identi-
fied as Havildar Aqeel
Ahmed (age: 33 years, resi-
dent of District Okara),
Lance Naik Muhammad
Tafeer (age: 30 years, resi-
dent of District Poonch),

Sepoy Anosh Rufun (age:
24 years, resident of Dis-
trict Attock) , Sepoy
Muhammad Azam Khan
(age: 26 years, resident of
District Haripur) and
Sepoy Haroon William
(age: 29 years, resident of
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory), made the ultimate
sacrifice and embraced
Shahadat (martyrdom).

“Sanitization of the
area is being carried out to
eliminate any terrorists
present in the area and per-
petrators of this henious
act will be brought to jus-
tice.
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti expressing his views during luncheon hosted in honour of
government allies

protection, over Rs.
49 billion for the housing
and community amenities,
over Rs. 67 billion for
health sector; over Rs. 146
billion for the education
affairs and services, over
Rs. 13 billion for the social
protection and over Rs. 6
billion for recreational, cul-
ture and religion sectors.

According to the bud-
get document, Balochistan
would get over Rs. 862 bil-
lion from the revenue re-
ceipts including Rs. 726
billion from the federal
government receipts.
These are included over
Rs. 647 billion from the
divisible pool, over Rs. 20
billion from the straight
transfers, over Rs. 20 mil-
lion from the non-develop-
ment grants and over Rs.
59 billion from the devel-
opment grants.

The total provincial
own receipts are estimated
in the budget as over Rs.
124 billion. These are in-
cluded: over Rs. 47 billion
from the provincial tax re-
ceipts, over Rs. 18 billion
from the provincial non-tax
receipts and over Rs. 58
billion from the provincial
non-tax receipts (including
the lease extension bonus).

Similarly, the capital
receipts in the budget are
estimated as over Rs. 69
billion. These are included
over Rs. 21 billion (recov-
eries of loans, advances and
investments), over Rs. 17
billion (foreign project as-
sistance – loan) and over
Rs. 30 billion (projects fi-
nancing).

The Minister Finance
announced that the salaries
and pensions of the gov-
ernment employees and
pensioners have been in-
creased on the pattern of
federal government.

He mentioned that 25

percent increase has been
proposed in the salaries of
government employees of
Grade-1 to 16 while 22
percent increase has been
proposed in the salaries of
government employees
serving in Grade-17 to 22.

Besides, 15 percent in-
crease has been proposed
in the pensions of retired
provincial government em-
ployees in the next finan-
cial year ’s budget, he
added.

He announced that the
grant of public sector uni-
versities has been in-
creased to Rs. 5.5 billion
in the next financial year
budget recording 100 per-
cent increase.

He said that 535 and
242 new vacancies have
been created in the educa-
tion and health sectors re-
spectively in the next bud-
get.

Moreover, the existing
vacant posts of 9394
teachers would also be
filled on merit in education
department, he announced.

He said that a total of
2704 new development
schemes have been pro-
posed in the next financial
year budget, however,
3976 ongoing schemes
would also be executed in
the budget, he added.

He said that Rs. 10 bil-
lion have been proposed to
cope with the challenges of
climate change and natural
disasters in the next finan-
cial year budget. While Rs.
1 billion has been allocated
for the Gwadar safe city
projects besides Rs. 193
million allocated for Quetta
safe city project. The local
government grant has also
been increased to Rs. 35
billion from existing Rs. 16.
8 billion in the next bud-
get.

Delivering his budget
speech, the Minister Fi-
nance said that we would
not leave any stone
unturned in meeting the
public expectations and
development of the prov-
ince under leadership of
Chief Minister, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti.

He believed that new
era of overall development
and prosperity would be-
gin with the effective mea-
sures being taken by the
provincial government.

He said that we have
made pledge with people
of the province that the
backwardness of the prov-
ince would be removed by
working hard on priority
basis.

In the end, the Minis-
ter Finance thanked the
leaders and members of as-
sembly including the coa-
lition government as well
as the Chief Secretary,
Secretary Finance and
staff,  Additional Chief
Secretary Planning and
Development for assis-
tance in the budget prepa-
rations.

He said that all of them
continued to perform their
duties even during the Eid
holidays.

Balochistan’s surplus budget..
Continued from page 1

Khattak and others.
In his opening remarks,

Deputy Prime Minister
Senator Ishaq Dar said the
CPEC played a catalytic
role in Pakistan’s socioeco-
nomic development.

He said besides ridding
the country of a chronic is-
sue of load-shedding, the
development projects un-
der the CPEC helped cre-
ate hundreds of new em-
ployment opportunities for
the Pakistani people which
the people of Pakistan
would never forget.

Recalling the recent
visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to China, the
deputy prime minister said
both sides showed unanim-
ity to execute the second
phase of CPEC besides
signing the modalities for
third-party participation in
the project.

He reiterated that Pa-
kistan was committed to
promoting people-to-
people linkages as both
countries stood with each
other through thick and
thin.

Dar said the CPEC con-
stituted a vital pillar of the
Pak-China economic and
strategic partnership and
that there was complete
unanimity on its signifi-
cance as it catalyzed
Pakistan’s endeavors to-
ward socioeconomic pros-
perity and regional connec-
tivity.

He said as the two
countries were witnessing
a high-quality second
phase of CPEC with both
sides prioritizing the agri-
culture, information tech-
nology, industry and min-
ing and mineral sectors.

In his remarks, Chi-
nese Minister Liu Jianchao
said the agreements signed
during the “very success-
ful” visit of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif pro-
vided an opportunity for
the two countries to up-
grade their ties to bring
about desirable changes.

He said the determina-
tion of both countries’
leaderships sent a clear
message to the world that
the China-Pakistan friend-
ship was unbreakable.

He said Pakistan’s gov-
ernment introduced 5Es to
focus on five key areas pre-
senting an important op-
portunity for two peoples
to work together to pro-
mote the community of
shared destiny.

Calling party-to-party
relations an integral part of
bilateral relations, it was
high time the parties con-
tributed their wisdom to
turn the blueprint into re-
ality by understanding
each others development
philosophy.

He said the affinity be-
tween the two peoples

was not commensurate
with the iron-clad nature of
friendship and announced
that IDCPC would invite
300 Pakistani parliamen-
tarians to China in three
years besides providing
scholarships and voca-
tional training to Pakistani
youth.

Highlighting the ad-
verse impacts of Western
social media on the young
generation regarding bilat-
eral relationships, he said
China would also invite
people from media on a
yearly basis to better un-
derstand each other.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Chairman Senate Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani said all
the political parties were
committed to CPEC as it
promoted collaboration in
health, education, informa-
tion technology and other
sectors besides its contri-
bution to addressing the
power woes of the coun-
try.

He urged both sides to
work together for a green
and resilient future besides
strengthening partnerships
in education and tourism
sectors.

National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq said
the Parliamentary Com-
mittee on CPEC ensured
vigilant oversight of the
government and followed
up on the progress of the
projects under CPEC
through regular reporting
to the Parliament of Paki-
stan.

He reaffirmed the re-
solve of the parliament,
government, and people of
Pakistan to build on past
successes and in ensuring
that CPEC reaches its full
potential.

Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal said that de-
spite political differences,
all the political parties
stood unanimous when it
comes to China and CPEC,

and were committed to
revitalise the upgraded ver-
sion.

He said China came to
rescue Pakistan when it
faced around 18 hours of
load-shedding and no in-
vestor was ready to invest
in the country.

The minister thanked
China for the inclusion of
new corridors in the CPEC
which were aligned with
the 5Es introduced by the
incumbent government.

JUI-Chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman expressed
gratitude to the Chinese
leadership for their uncon-
ditional support of the
Kashmir cause and reiter-
ated Pakistan’s support on
the Taiwan issue. Similarly,
both countries had unanim-
ity of views on multiple
regional and regional is-
sues, he said, and also
called for completion of
delayed CPEC projects.

Minister for Federal
Education Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui and
Munazza Hassan called for
an enhanced focus on edu-
cation, information tech-
nology and artificial intel-
ligence to harness the
youth’s potential.

Syed Ali Zafar called
for accelerating CPEC
projects while Chairman of
Pakistan-China Institute
Mushahid Hussain Sayed
reiterated the political par-
ties’ commitment to take
the CPEC-II forward. He
also proposed the forma-
tion of rapid response in-
formation system to
counter the fake news
aimed at undermining the
CPEC and Pak-China rela-
tionship.

National Party’s Sena-
tor Jan Muhammad called
for technical training of
Balochistan’s youth, while
Afrasiab Khattak cautioned
against the designs of the
hegemonic forces in the re-
gion trying to disrupt peace.

Cross-party consensus backs....
Continued from page 1

tural Storage and services
corporation (PASSCO)
with an objective to main-
tain strategic food reserves
in the province in case of
any disaster, famine etc, as
such, existence of provin-
cial food department is
nothing but duplication,
overburdening the weak
economy of the province.

According to the judge-
ment, the Chief Minister,
Mr. Sarfraz Bugti, who is
in attendance, was con-
fronted with the above
mentioned facts, while not
in a position to defend the
decision in question,
frankly conceded and fairly
suggested that the decision
in question is neither rea-
sonable nor prudent. He
suggested that after full
payment of the bank’s
liablity, the remaining
amount would be spent in
Naseerabad division for es-
tablishment of technical
center, water supply and
town planning.”

The court directed to
the respondents in the case
to form a high level com-
mittee for recommendations
in respect of winding up
many departments which
have become a liability.

The Court also di-
rected to the Registrar to
send the copy of the judge-
ment to the Chief Secretary

as well as to Principal Sec-
retary to Chief Minister
Balochistan.

The court expected
that the Chief Minister
would look into the matter,
who have otherwise “re-
portedly” resisted the de-
cision in question in the
meeting of the cabinet.

It may be mentioned
here that the petitioners had
challenged the validity of
decision of the provincial
cabinet regarding procure-
ment of wheat from
Naseerabad division. Ac-
cording to them, the pro-
vincial government has
no capacity to store such
huge quantity of wheat
i.e.,  5 million bags and
the same would be dam-
aged .  They had  also
averted that grant of sub-
sidy to the farmers of a spe-
cific division is discrimina-
tion to the farmers of rest
of the province as farm-
ers of Naseerabad divi-
sion are using free water
of Kachi canal / river
whereas, rest of the farm-
ers have to extract under-
ground water after spend-
ing huge amount.

As per their contention,
Food department is pres-
ently paying 20 million
rupees interest per day to
different commercial banks
and the said liability should
be cleared prior to purchas-
ing more wheat that too at
subsidized rates.

BHC terms decision of cabinet...
Continued from page 1

lion at subsidized rates
despite bumper wheat
crops in the country.

The division bench
headed by the Chief Jus-
tice, Mr. Justice
Muhammad Hashim Khan
Kakar had heard the con-
stitutional petition.

In its judgment, the
High Court observed that
:we find that the decision
of the provincial cabinet
does not meet the standards
of reasonableness, non-dis-
crimination and prudent fi-
nancial management.

For the aforesaid rea-
sons, the petitions are al-
lowed and the decision of
the provincial cabinet to
procure wheat at subsi-
dized rates after allocating
500 million rupees stands
illegal.

The court further ob-
served “before parting with
the judgement in hand, we
are of the opinion that keep-
ing in view the weak finan-
cial conditions of the prov-
ince, the government is re-
quired to cut expenditures
while shutting down loss-
making departments. Prima
facie, the food department
has failed to achieve its ob-
jectives, even otherwise,
the federal government es-
tablished Pakistan Agricul-

Imran claims negotiations
may result in toppling

of PML-N govt
RAWALPINDI (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founding chairman
Imran Khan stated on
Friday that any negotia-
tions with the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) could result in
the downfall of their
government.

During an informal
media chat at the hear-
ing of the £190 million
reference case, the incar-
cerated former PM ex-
pressed his desire to ne-
gotiate for Pakistan’s
benefit, not for personal
or governmental inter-
ests.

“I want to negotiate
for Pakistan, not for my-
self or the government,”
he said.

Imran reiterated his
willingness to step back
if it benefits the country,
saying, “Convince me it
benefits the country, and
I will step back.”

He criticised the cur-
rent government for not

reducing expenses and
failing to create an invest-
ment-friendly environ-
ment. “The country is in
crisis,” the ex-PM said.

“The government
has not reduced its ex-
penses, which is trou-
bling. The current gov-
ernment has failed to
create an environment
for investment.”

Imran argued that
Pakistan needs a man-
date-driven government
for necessary reforms,
pointing out that the cur-
rent budget highlights
the limitations of a non-
mandated government.
He condemned heavy
taxation on profession-
als and the public, pre-
dicting severe impacts
from the upcoming elec-
tricity bills.

Imran lamented the
broken promises on
load-shedding in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), where power cuts
are extensive.

US supports
direct talks
between

Pakistan, India
WASHINGTON (APP):
The United States support
“direct discussions” be-
tween India and Pakistan,
saying the two neighbouring
countries should work out
the mode for the talks
themselves, State Depart-
ment Spokesperson Mat-
thew Miller has said.

“We value our impor-
tant relationships with both
India and Pakistan,”  he said
in response to a question
from a Pakistani TV chan-
nel reporter at his daily
news briefing on Thursday.

“As we have said, we
support direct discussions
between India and Pakistan,
but the pace, scope and
character should be deter-
mined by those two coun-
tries, not by us,”  Miller
added. Relations between
India and Pakistan have de-
teriorated since August 5,
2019, when New Delhi uni-
laterally annexed the dis-
puted Himalayan region of
Jammu and Kashmir, lead-
ing to heightened tensions
between them.
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ISLAMABAD: Gypsy people searching valuables in a heap of garbage out-
side fruit and vegetable market at sector I-11 in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Lawyers from Khyber Pakhtunkhwah Bar Council calls upon Minister
for Law and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar.

ISLAMABAD: Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Faisal Karim Kundi calls on Federal Minister for
Inter Provincial Coordination, Rana Sanaullah.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly Syed Ghulam Mustafa
Shah cutting the birthday cake of former Prime Minister (late) Benazir
Bhutto, along with others parliamentarians at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: A view of deserted 9th Avenue due to Eid Al-Adah holidays in
the Federal Capital.

Holds crime meeting with officers
No tolerance for illegal

activities; officers to work
solely on merit; IG Islamabad

Says Islamabad Police will not succumb to illegal pressure

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi and DIG Islamabad
Syed Ali Raza chaired an
important crime-related
meeting with Islamabad
Police officers at Police
Lines Headquarters
Islamabad.

The meeting was at-
tended by SP Investigation,
Zonal SPs, SDPOs, SHOs,
investigative officers, and
computer operators sta-
tioned at police stations.

IG Islamabad empha-
sized modernizing the
Islamabad Police stations
under the “Special Initiative
Police Station” protocols,
making processes easier
and more convenient for
citizens, and striving to
make the federal capital a
crime-free city.

He urged all officers to
work on merit and resist il-

legal pressures. He added
that under the Special Ini-
tiative Police Station, an

inquiry officer will be ap-
pointed 24 hours a day at
each station to listen to
public issues.

All SHOs should form
their teams and utilize them
effectively, gearing up
against crime. He directed
all officers to increase pa-
trolling in their areas and

ensure their presence, mak-
ing lists of wanted and pro-
claimed offenders to trace

and arrest them.
At this occasion, DIG

Islamabad directed to place
guide constables at the
gates of all police stations
to assist complainants and
direct them to the inquiry
officer. Trained officers will
be stationed at the front desk
to serve the public 24/7.

Rank Pinning ceremony of
newly promoted SP held

ISLAMABAD: People riding motorcycles as look-
ing wrong side at a road in the Federal Capital,
which may cause any incident any time.

CPEC significantly contributed to Pakistan
socio-economic development: Ayaz Sadiq

Lawyers’ delegation
meets Law minister

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of lawyers from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar
Council met with Federal
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar on
Friday.

The delegation in-
cluded KP Bar Council
Vice Chairman Sadiq
Mohmand, Ahmad Farooq
Khattak, former Vice
Chairman, Syed Amjad
Shah and Tariq Afridi
Member of Pakistan Bar
Council, said a press re-
lease.

In the meeting it was
discussed that after the
merging of Tribal Districts,

the demand for filling addi-
tional posts in Peshawar
High Court has not been
fulfilled.

However, the minister
assured that the government
has decided in principle to
create five more posts of
judges in the Peshawar High
Court.

He said the posts of
judges will be increased ac-
cording to the necessary le-
gal regulations after the bud-
get.

It was expected that
the said decision would
make it easier for the people
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
get justice.

Kundi, Rana discuss
KP related matters

Nikah during iddat case:
District & Session Court

adjourns hearing till June 25

Randhawa commends
CDA staffers for their

services on Eid-ul-Azha

Primary schools to
introduce child-friendly

policy in ICT

IFA seals 3 outlets;
discards 15,000 ltrs

adulterated milk

PUC condemns tragic
incident in Swat

AIOU
announces

schedule for
online w’shops
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) has announced
workshop schedule for
M.A/M.Sc, BS, and B.Ed
(ODL programs) offered in
semester spring 2024.

According to the
AIOU, the workshops for
the first batch will be held
from June 24 to June 29.
Each course workshop will
be held for 6 days.

It should be noted that
workshops will be con-
ducted online on Microsoft
teams through AIOU’s
Aaghi Learning Manage-
ment System (LMS) por-
tal. According to the Direc-
tor General Regional Ser-
vices, Dr. Malik Tauqir
Ahmed Khan, login infor-
mation (username & pass-
word) has been shared with
the students and they are
instructed to participate in
these workshops through
Aaghi portal.

All those students
who have not received their
user-name and password
have been instructed to
contact their nearest AIOU
regional office. As per the
instructions of Vice Chan-
cellor AIOU, Prof. Dr.
Nasir Mahmood, the work-
shops of remaining batches
of these programs will be
announced soon.

PMSCO to
hold math

& computer
science

competition
in September

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Maths and
Computer Science Olym-
piad (PMSCO) would be
conducting a Math & Com-
puter Science Competition
in September with aim to
identify and nurture tal-
ented students in the said
subjects.

PMSCO wants to
promote STEM education
and excellence in Pakistan.
STEM is a type of educa-
tion that integrates the dis-
ciplines of science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math-
ematics, said a press re-
lease.

IRSA releases
338,600

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Friday
released 338,600 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
298,100 cusecs. According
to the data released by
IRSA, water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam was
1457.18 feet and was 59.18
feet higher than its dead level
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam was
recorded as 190,000 cusecs
and 195,000 cusecs respec-
tively.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Khyber Pakthunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday met with
Adviser to  the Prime
Minister on Political and
Public Affairs Rana
Sanaullah and discussed
matters pertaining to the
province.

During the meeting,
Rana Sanaullah said that the
Federal Government would
fully cooperate with KP
Government as all issues
could be addressed with
mutual consultation and
talks.

“Peaceful protest is
the constitutional and ba-
sic right of every citizen
but no one can be allowed
to use it for political mo-
tives,” he added.

Rana Sana, who also
holds the portfolio of Inter
Provincial Coordination
(IPC), said challenging the
writ of state was tantamount
to creating anarchy and
chaos in the country, and
warned that legal action
would be taken against the
elements who were involved
in anti-state activities.

Faisal Karim Kundi
said that the province could
not progress due to malad-
ministration during the last
decade, and they were ready
to support the KP Govern-
ment for the welfare of
people.

The provincial govern-
ment, however, was on the
path to challenge the state’s
writ for its nefarious de-
signs, he added.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
District and Sessions court
has adjourned till June 25
hearing of the petition seek-
ing suspension of convic-
tion of PTI founder and his
wife Bushra Bibi in nikah
during iddat case.

The petition regarding
suspension of sentence
came up for hearing before
Additional Sessions judge
Afzal Majoka Friday.

Aleem Shahzad and
Aamna Ali counsels for
Imran Khan appeared in the
court.

On the resumption of
hearing Usman Riaz Gul
advocate counsel for PTI
and Zahid Asif Chaudhry
counsel for Khawar
Manika appeared in the
court.

PTI leaders Aun
Abbasi, Shandana Gulzar
and Kanwal Shozab were
also present in the court.

Counsel for Khawar
Manika requested the court
to adjourn the hearing. He
will file his power of attor-
ney  on next hearing.

The judge remarked
the hearing cannot be ad-
journed.  The hearing of
central appeals is  fixed  on
June 25, The arguments
have to be finalized at that
day at every cost. You
should contact  your client
and call power of attorney
through whatsapp.

Later the judge Afzal
Majoka inquired from coun-
sel of Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi to  give reply
to two questions. The sen-
tence is not brief in this
case. therefore, assist the

court in regard to convic-
tion of short duration.
There are two judgments of
Supreme Court (SC) and
one is in your favor and one
is against you.  You will
follow which judgment.

Suleman Akram Raja
counsel for Imran Khan said
there is no judgment  against
us.

Judge Afzal Majoka
said one judgment against
you is there.

The counsel said the
court will follow what judg-
ment has come later from
SC.

Suleman Akram Raja
argued the decision given in
the power of jurisdiction of
Shariah court is final  au-
thority.  Decisions given
before establishment of
Shariah court cannot be re-
ferred to.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil (PUC) on Friday
strongly condemned the
tragic incident in Swat em-
phasizing that neither Is-
lamic Shariah nor the Con-
stitution and laws of Paki-
stan permit the killing or
immolating any human be-
ing.

This was stated in a
joint statement by PUC
Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi, Allama
Abdul Haq Mujahid,
Maulana Muhammad
Rafiq Jami, Maulana
Muhammad Shafi Qasmi,
Maulana Nauman Hashir,
Maulana Asad Zakariya
Qasmi, Maulana Asadullah
Farooq, Allama Tahir
Hassan, Maulana Tahir
Aqeel Awan, Maulana Aziz
Akbar Qasmi, Maulana
Abu Bakr Hameed Sabri,
and others.

The Council ex-
pressed deep regret over the
increasing frequency of
such incidents, highlighting
that the measures taken
against the perpetrators
have been insufficient.

The Council believed
that it is the responsibility
of the state and judiciary to
administer punishment to
an accused of blasphemy
acts or discretion of the holy
book.

The Council con-
demned the ongoing trend
of individuals taking the law
into their own hands, act-
ing as judge, jury, and ex-
ecutioner, as wholly unac-
ceptable.

The Council urged the
government and all state in-
stitutions, particularly the
police and judiciary, to
handle such cases decisively
and without any compro-
mise, vested interests, or
fear.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
bid to alleviate the burden
on young students, govern-
ment primary schools have
decided to introduce Child-
Friendly Policy in
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory. According to a source
of the Ministry of Federal
Education and Profes-
sional, Training, the federal
government primary
schools in the ICT are set
to introduce a new policy
from August 1. As per the
policy, students will no

longer be required to carry
their school books back and
forth between home and
school.

Instead, the schools
will provide pigeon holes
and book racks in the class-
rooms to store the books,
making it a child-friendly
and convenient learning en-
vironment. This initiative
aims to reduce the weight
of heavy school bags and
promote a healthier and
happier learning experience
for the students.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Food Au-
thority (IFA) has intensi-
fied its campaign against
unsafe food, disposing of
15,000 liters of adulterated
milk in the Federal Capital.

Talking to APP,
Deputy Director Opera-
tions (DDO) of IFA said
that the IFA, along with its
food safety teams (FSTs),
inspected a total of 25,000
liters of milk. During the
inspection, the teams iden-
tified 15,000 liters as un-
hygienic and immediately
disposed of it.

Additionally, the IFA
took strict action against
violators. Three shops were
sealed, and heavy fines
were imposed for non-com-
pliance with food safety
standards. In another opera-
tion, the IFA conducted
raids in the G-11, F-11, and
I-10 areas of Islamabad.
During these inspections,
the FSTs examined over 60
food outlets. They discov-
ered and discarded more
than 80 kilograms of expired
food items, ensuring that
these products did not
reach consumers.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA)
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
Friday commended the of-
ficers and staff who sacri-
ficed their own celebrations
to serve the community
during Eid-ul-Azha ac-
knowledging their dedica-
tion and commendable ser-
vices.

During the meeting to
review the emergency ser-
vices provided during Eid
days, Muhammad Ali em-
phasized that serving the
citizens is the top priority.

The Capital Emer-
gency Services, Rescue
1122 played a crucial role
in delivering professional
services throughout the
three days of Eid.

The teams from Capi-
tal Emergency Services
were on high alert, ensuring
swift responses to any in-
cidents. During the meeting,
it was informed that a total
of 154 emergency calls were
received in Eid days. These
included 55 fire incidents,
24 medical emergencies, 71
traffic accidents and other
incidents.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi along with DIG
Islamabad on Friday
pinned the badges to the
newly promoted Superin-
tendent of Police (SP)
Majid Iqbal, a public rela-
tions officer said. In this
regard a ceremony was held
at CPO, which was at-
tended by IG Islamabad as
chief guest, while DIG
Islamabad Syed Ali Raza,
DIG Headquarters Dr Syed
Mustafa Tanveer and CTO
Islamabad Muhammad
Sarfraz Virk were also
present on this occasion.

The IG Islamabad
congratulated the officer on
his promotion and wished
him all the best for his fu-
ture endeavors. He said
that promotion and in-
crease in rank in the police
service actually reflects an

increase in responsibilities
therefore, the promoted of-
ficer should make equal
implementation of law, ob-
servance of merit and best
service delivery and protec-
tion to citizens their motto
and goal, he added.

He further said that the
role of supervisory officers
is of paramount importance
in maintaining the writ of
state, eradication of crime
and ensuring timely mea-
sures for the service of the
citizens adding that the pro-
moted officer should play
the role of best team leader
in order to make full use of
abilities of their subordi-
nates so that the problems
of the citizens could be
solved on priority basis.

The SP Majid Iqbal
thanked the IG Islamabad
and said that he would
spare no effort for the rule
of law, merit policy and ser-
vice to the citizens.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker of National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said
on Friday that the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) had not only
transformed Pakistan’s in-
frastructure landscape but
had also significantly con-
tributed to its socio-eco-
nomic development.

“All political parties
of Pakistan speak with one
voice in complete solidar-
ity with CPEC as a ‘Game
Changer’.

The bond between the
people of the two nations
has successfully withstood
the test of time” he ex-
pressed these views while

addressing the event “Pa-
kistan-China Political Par-
ties Forum and the 3rd
Meeting of CPEC Political
Parties Joint Consultation
Mechanism”.

He said, “China and
Pakistan have always held
each other’s hands and
shown the world that both
nations stand together as
one in peace and prosper-
ity, and tragedy and tur-
moil.”

Ayaz Sadiq said,
“This “all-weather friend-
ship” bears testimony to
the age-old Chinese saying:
A friend—one soul, two
bodies.”

While reflecting on the

historic visit of President Xi
Jinping to Pakistan in 2015,
he said it was a defining
moment for this Region as
agreements worth 46 billion
dollars were signed on the
occasion.

He also reminded that
on that very occasion Presi-
dent Xi and Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, the then
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
jointly inaugurated the
first-ever complete
“GREEN PARLIA-
MENT” of the world, con-
verting the energy needs of
the Parliament of Pakistan
to solar energy.

“The unique project
symbolizes the sincere de-

sire of our two nations to
work jointly for a brighter,
cleaner, and safer future,”
he added.

Mentioning continu-
ous collaboration between
the parliaments of two
countries,  he said, “Parlia-
ments of Pakistan and
China enjoy an all-weather
partnership, mutual trust,
and practical cooperation.”

He said that during his
last tenure as Speaker of the
National Assembly, he had
the privilege of leading par-
liamentary delegations to
China twice on the invita-
tion of the Chairman of the
National People’s Con-
gress.

Talal urges

Coalition partners to
work together for extending
maximum relief to poors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senator of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-N, Talal
Chaudhry on Friday urged
the coalition partners and
Opposition members to
come forward with better
suggestions for providing
maximum relief to poor
people.

Reducing inflation and
creating better life oppor-
tunities for common man
should be the main goal of
the political parties, he said
while talking to a private
television channel.

“We had spent sixteen
months in a congenial atmo-
sphere with coalition part-
ners including Pakistan
Peoples Party and run the
government during that pe-
riod for restoring economy
and reducing inflation, he

said.
Expressing similar

hope, he said that Paki-
stan Peoples Party and
other coalition partners
should bring positive pro-
posals so that reservation
of Opposition could be
addressed in a proper man-
ner.

To a question about
passing the budget from the
House in the coming days,
he said that government
with the help of coalition
parties would pass the bud-
get without facing any dif-
ficulty.

All the political par-
ties are highly mature, he
said adding that we hope to
resolve the issues of the
Opposition for bright fu-
ture of the people of this
country.

APHC flays
Modi’s IIOJK

visit, terms
it cruel joke

on Kashmiris
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) has
strongly condemned Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Indian il-
legally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK),
calling it a cruel joke with
the struggling Kashmiri
people.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, APHC
spokesman Advocate
Abdul Rashid Minhas, in a
statement in Srinagar, called
the visit a cheap gimmick
aimed at deceiving the in-
ternational community
about the dire situation in
the territory.
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KP’s ‘power
struggle’

An ongoing dispute between
Peshawar and Islamabad over
loadshedding in KP has flared
up once again, with the provin-
cial government now demand-
ing that power cuts not exceed
12 hours in any area.

However, though the PTI’s
stance appears to be ‘pro-
people’, it also risks creating
impediments in the fight
against electricity theft, and the
party will soon realise it should
reconsider its policy on the
matter.

It is pertinent to mention
here that Pesco, which powers
most parts of KP, is among
those distribution companies
that regularly report high theft
and loss of electricity, with ‘line
losses’ climbing to as high as
60pc on average on its network.
This means that Pesco custom-
ers, on average, pay only Rs4
for every Rs10 of electricity they
consume. The rest is picked up
by other bill-paying customers
across the country, as it is fac-
tored into the uniform national
tariff.

To penalise delinquency in
the payment of bills, many elec-
tricity distribution companies
have been imposing
loadshedding in low-recovery
areas, due to which even bill-
paying customers may suffer
hours of no electricity for no
fault of their own. The same is
true for those in KP who are
dutifully paying their bills but
still suffering because Pesco is
unable to recover the money
others owe.

However, while Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur’s gung-
ho response to his province’s
electricity crisis may endear
him to his party’s supporters,
he seems to be taking a coun-
terproductive approach to an
issue that needs to be resolved
responsibly.

Instead of emboldening pro-
testers who keep breaking into
electricity grid stations, Mr
Gandapur should encourage
his provincial subjects to clear
their due bills and use his au-
thority to ensure that theft is
minimised. This seems to be
the surest way of ensuring that
honest citizens do not continue
to suffer.

To be fair, the KP govern-
ment does seem to realise
where the problem lies: just last
month, it amicably concluded
discussions with the federal
government on the same mat-
ter. However, the onset of sum-
mer has brought with it im-
mense public pressure for a
quick resolution to the
loadshedding issue, which is a
tall order given the complexi-
ties of the economics of elec-
tricity supply.

Mr Gandapur has suggested
on multiple occasions that the
dues owed to KP by the centre
should be used to offset the
province’s electricity liabilities,
but while he is justified in seek-
ing his province’s fair share, it
appears unlikely that it will
materialise given the centre’s
severe resource constraints.

Both Peshawar and
Islamabad must, therefore, find
a way out of the mess. Till then,
however, protesters must not
be allowed to interfere with the
electricity grid. It seems dan-
gerous and irresponsible and
should not be condoned by the
KP government.

Higher education up the creek

Pakistan’s Hobbesian nightmare

Unity in diversity Tick tock

Faisal Bari
I f  memory serves me
right, the following is
from one of Mushtaq
Yousufi’s books, possi-
bly Zargazisht. He says
that every time he went
to his boss, who was a
Scotsman, to ask for a
raise,  his boss would
say, as soon as Yousufi
en te red  th e  ro om,
‘Yousufi, it is good you
are here, we have to fire
some people’. Ten min-
utes later, Yousufi would
leave the  o ffice  very
grateful that he was not
one of those who was
fired.

When the govern-
ment fi r st  announced
that it was cutting the
budget for higher educa-
t i on ,  an d  la te r ,  wi th
great magnanimity, an-
nounced it would restore
it to last year’s level, it
r emin ded  me of  t h i s
story. And the govern-
ment also expects us to
be thankful.

The number of uni-
versities keeps going up
as provincial and federal
governmen ts  b es to w
new charters and up-
grade colleges. But the
High er  Edu ca t ion

Commiss io n’s  fu nd s
have not been increased
for several years. This
despite the inflation. It
is  not  surprising that
many universities, even
the more establi shed,
older ones,  are under
grave financial stress.

Thi s  yea r ,  t oo ,
while the HEC budget
did not go up, salaries
went up by 20 per cent
and inflation has been
around  15pc.  Publ ic-
sector  u n ivers i t ie s ,
which the agency funds,
will continue to hurt and
the hurt will keep get-
ting deeper. Some might
face default on salary or
p en sion  p aymen ts  as
well.

But  t h i s  yea r ’s
budget  has  more bad
news for the higher edu-
cation sector. Teachers
and researchers had a
25pc income tax rebate
(it was 50pc for the first
few years) that had been
given a couple of decades
b ack.  Thi s  h as  b een
taken away in this bud-
get. This implies even if
universities give a 15pc
raise this year, with the
removal of the rebate and
with the income tax slab
adjustments that have
been imposed on salaried

teachers/researchers, the
la t t er  wi l l  have  l es s
take-home than they did
last year. And these are
times of high inflation!

We have a shortage
of teachers in Pakistan.
At the higher education
level, it has been hard to
find or hold on to fac-
u l ty.  Our  app l icat ion
pools have dwindled.
Those with PhD degrees
do  no t  wan t  to  come
back to  Pakistan,  and
many of those who are
h ere  want  to  l eave .
Man y have  le ft ,  an d
many others continue to
look for opportunities
abroad.

Hitting the salaries
of teachers and research-
ers in this manner and in
these  t imes  c l ea r ly
shows that the govern-
ment  does  not  a t tach
much priority to educa-
t i on  d esp i te  a l l  t he
rhetoric about an educa-
tion emergency. It is not
as if this measure is go-
ing to give the govern-
ment any sizable amount
of revenue. But it will
have a big impact on in-
dividuals who have been
hit and on universities
and their budgets.

An other  taxa t ion
proposal is also set to

s t r i ke  n o t - for -p ro fi t
universities. Currently,
the tax commissioner is
empowered to issue ex-
emption certificates in
cases where a person’s
income is exempt from
tax as is the case with
not-for-profit universi-
ties. These universities
rely on this certificate to
ensure  that  no  tax i s
withheld on their behalf
by withholding agents.

The  F inance B i l l
2024 proposes to with-
draw the commissioner’s
power to issue exemp-
tion at 100pc and allows
him/her to only issue ex-
emptions at a lower rate.
This wil l  hurt  in  two
ways. For not-for-profit
universities this means
that tax will be held in
their name but they will
not be able to adjust this
tax as they will not have
any tax liability to ad-
just against at the end of
the year. And getting re-
funds from the FBR is
not easy and everyone
knows that it will not
happen. So, the working
capital needs of univer-
sities will be hurt and a
liability will be created
against the FBR for no
reason.

This  change wil l

also create opportunities
for  nepot ism,
favouritism and rishwat
where commiss ioners
will be lobbied to issue
exemption certificates at
a higher percentage rate.
It is a harsh proposal that
will not give the govern-
ment any revenue and
will not raise tax income
but will open the door for
lobbying for refunds as
well — again, leading to
more graft and nepotism.

If all of this were
not enough, the govern-
ment, in its belief that the
Pakistani people read
too much and should be
doing other things, has
raised the general sales
tax on books. Books have
become a lot more expen-
sive over the last two to
three years due to a) an
increase in the price of
paper and b) devaluation.
As it is, the local book
business is not a huge one
and the recent price hikes
have hit it badly.

The rise in GST will
hurt  even  more.  Im-
ported books have be-
come expensive and re-
tailers have been seeing
the impact. Raising GST
on books will make it
even more difficult to sell
books .  Educat ion ist s

were already very con-
cerned about the lack of
a reading culture vis-à-vis
our youth. On the one
hand and as part of the
education emergency, the
government has been in-
troducing ‘reading’ hours
in schools to improve
foundational learning,
and on the other, GST on
books has been raised.

More taxes  are
needed. But it cannot be
a policy that we just im-
pose taxes blindly wher-
ever we see an opportu-
nity to be able to extract
or extort taxes. We have
to realise that taxes have
consequences.  We are
doing poorly in educa-
tion already. We have
been cutting funding for
h igher  educat ion  and
funding for school edu-
cation is barely keeping
up with inflation. Par-
ents are hurting due to
rising tui t ion fee and
other costs.

To hit the education
sector through the vari-
ous tax measures men-
tioned seems very unfair.
One hopes that the Sen-
ate and House debate on
th e bu dget  wi l l  t ake
these issues into consid-
erat ion .   - -  Cour tesy
Dawn

Amin Valliani
Collectively, we are all hu-
mans, yet we are divided
in various segments. We
are created by Almighty
Allah from a single soul
(4:1) but mutually we are
different in many ways
and can be identified ac-
cording to many criteria.

In a family, siblings
from the same parents
have various physical
traits distinguishing them,
such as a different height,
eye colour, facial struc-
ture, blood group, etc.
There are also differences
in their personalities, hob-
bies, habits and beliefs.

People have sought
answers to the enigma of
what makes one person
open and honest, and an-
other closed-minded. Sci-
ence explains that every
person has unique genet-
ics; these together with
their environment, up-
bringing, education and
other factors impact a
person’s personality. The
Holy Quran says about
diversity: “And of His
signs is the creation of the
heavens and the earth and
the diversity of your lan-
guages and your colours.
Indeed, in that are signs for
those of knowledge”
(30:22).

Upon reflection, we
find that the world is a
wonderful blend of unity
and diversi ty. Natural
bodies like the earth,
plants, insects and ani-
mals, etc are unique in cre-
ation, serving their own
purpose; they are a part
of diversity and yet don’t
lose their unique identity.
This is the beauty of the
world that things are
unique and different in
their shapes and texture.

Unity in diversity
makes our world and rela-
tions more meaningful.
Understanding helps
achieve harmony among
dissimilar individuals or
groups. However, the lack
of understanding always
leads to conflict, dishar-
mony, intolerance and dis-

unity.
We are facing chal-

lenges in understanding
diversity, especially at the
national level. During the
last few decades, it has
been observed that the
worship places of minor-
ity groups have been dis-
respected, they have faced
violence, and overall har-
mony is on the decline
with the rise of intoler-
ance. There are some ar-
eas where mediaeval
mindsets prevail, and hu-
man life and dignity are
worth little.

In order to counter
these challenges, under-
standing about diversity
needs to be cultivated in
these areas. We learn about
many societies where
people belonging to differ-
ent faiths once lived to-
gether peacefully, yet
these societies have be-
come victims of extremism
and intolerance. This has
driven a wedge between
various segments of soci-
ety.

In order to make this
world livable and peace-
ful, it is necessary to un-
derstand the reality that
no two persons are iden-
tical, no two persons have
the same level of under-
standing. Everybody
needs to show tolerance
while maintaining differ-
ences so that our society
becomes more peaceful.

Similarly, at the men-
tal level each one of us has
different ways of thinking
and we have a right to
form opinions while oth-
ers should respect them.
This is  essential for
smooth working in soci-
ety.

No society can
achieve peace unless it ac-
cepts and embraces the
diversity of views and
opinions and welcomes
differences of opinion.
However, no one should
be allowed to force his
views on others.

The Holy Quran
says that all humans are
one community. Thus, Is-
lam accepts unity along
with the concept of diver-

sity. Humanity is like a
tree with innumerable
leaves, all different in
shape, but raised from one
base.

Similarly, the Muslim
world consists of people
with vast differences in
culture, language and other
demographic characteris-
tics, but we have one base.

In Islamic history, we
have the excellent example
of the life of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) who al-
ways welcomed his com-
panions’ views about dif-
ferent matters. He used to
consult his companions
before going to war and re-
spected their fi--ghting
skills.

We are part of Divine
creation; a multitude of
colo-u--rs, languages and
cultures, yet  bound
to--gether by our
hu--m-anity. We are gifted
with Divine attributes; in
other words, there is a Di-
vine thr--ead running
acr-oss humanity, con-
necting each individual
with the Creator. Every-
one born in this world is
human first, then takes on
his family’s identity as a
Muslim, Christian or a
believer of any other faith.
In some cases, the
family’s faith takes prece-
dence in a way that ren-
ders the person oblivious
to his/her prime responsi-
bilities as a human to-
wards fellow beings.

The Holy Quran
says: “O mankind, indeed
We have created you from
male and female and made
you peoples and tribes
that you may know one
another” (49:13).

It implies that every
individual is born from a
single soul. He is different
from others though part of
the whole, carrying a lot
of potential.

Every individual
must make an effort to be-
came a good human being
and realise what nature
has hidden in his or her
personality. After all, hu-
mans have the potential to
become the ‘crown of cre-
ation’.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Aasim Sajjad
Akhtar

Almost five months since
one of the most manipu-
lated general elections in
our checkered history,
there is an ominous quiet
before yet another im-
pending storm. What
form it takes is unknown,
but it is clear that the cur-
rent hybrid regime is de-
void of legitimacy and has
neither the will nor the
capacity to  resolve
Pakistan’s many struc-
tural crises.

The PTI is  con-
vinced that it is the an-
swer to Pakistan’s prob-
lems, and can viably claim
to being the party with
the most popular sup-
port across what is an
extremely divided polity.
But for all of the repres-
sion that the PTI has ex-
perienced over the past
two years, there is little
evidence that it would be
able to lead a process of
structural change to over-
haul Pakistan’s militarised
political economy and
state ideology and resolve
deeply rooted class, gen-
der and ethnic-national
contradictions.

Those po li t ical
forces that I believe do
offer at least the ideologi-
cal depth and political
commitment to challenge
the establishment-centric
order are not sufficiently
strong to do so. In this
category are some ethnic-
nationalist forces — par-
ticularly youth-led move-
ments — as well as the
political left.

So we are faced with
a medium-term prognosis
of deepening structural
crises while mainstream
parties slug it out in a
zero-sum game for gov-
ernmental power. There
is also the resurgence of
religious militancy of
varying kinds across dif-
ferent geographies of the
country.

In significant
swathes of the Pak-Af-
ghan borderlands, the re-

ligious right has re-estab-
lished what is virtually a
parallel governing system
while the state abdicates
its writ. We have been
here before and the story
does not end well. The so-
called Pakistani Taliban
and other more
mainstreamed Deobandi
organisations have deep
wells of support in the
highest echelons of power
and this is reflected as
much in the resurgence of
militancy as the regular
bouts of state repression
visi ted upon peaceful
movements like the PTM
and the Baloch long
march.

In the core areas of
the country, relatively
newer and distinct religio-
political organisations are
also gaining steady
ground. The TLP stands
out amongst all of them,
and has recently been at
the forefront of organised
lynching campaigns
against Punjabi Christians
as well as Ahmadis. Such
groups not only do the
politics of hate, they also
undertake welfare and
other societal activities
that deepens their social
base in the absence of
state-led welfare and rec-
reational schemes.

It is worth bearing in
mind that most of these
organisations boast an ex-
tremely youthful  rank
and file, and they will
continue to grow so long
as the underlying socio-
economic decay is not ar-
rested. The way in which
the current regime treated
farmers amidst the wheat
import scandal, unrelent-
ing inflation and unem-
ployment, as well as the
disdain for workers’
rights and unionisation
tell us that the potential
pool of support for mili-
tant organisations will
only grow.

Meanwhile,  even
higher up the class ladder,
relatively educated seg-
ments continue to be fed
a stylised set of facts in
the name of the ‘two-na-
tion theory’ that inhibit

Shahid Mehmood
Human history is replete
with governance innova-
tions. Some of these have
changed the course of his-
tory. But perhaps none
was as cataclysmic and
transformational as the
founding of the ‘nation
state’. There were two
primary sources of the rise
of the nation state: power
struggle between the Ital-
ian city states and the
Church, and the intellec-
tual contribution of the
‘scholast ic’ school of
thought, both aimed at
freeing the affairs of men
from the centuries-old
ecclesiastical moorings re-
garding thought and life.

But if the affairs of
men were to be governed
by practical consider-
ations, what ought to be
the justification of having
a set-up (government) that
is a substitute for one
based on divine law?
Scholars and philosophers
of the later mediaeval pe-
riod remained seized with
this question for some
time. Of the earliest at-
tempts to furnish an an-
swer, two came from
Niccolo Machiavelli
(1469-1527) and Thomas
Hobbes (1588-1679).

The Florentine dip-
lomat and political ad-
viser, Machiavelli, was
crystal clear on the raison
d’être of the existence of a
government (or sovereign).
In his celebrated book,
The Prince, he stated: “He
ought accordingly to en-
courage his subjects by
enabling them to pursue
their callings, whether
mercantile, agricultural, or
any other, in security so
that this man shall not be
deterred from beautifying
his possessions from the
apprehension that they
may be taken from him, or
that other refrain from
opening a trade through
fear of taxes; and he should
provide rewards for those
who desire so to employ
themselves, and for all
who are disposed in any
way to add to the great-
ness of his City or State.”

(Three centuries
later, the same was to be
restated by the celebrated
Adam Smith, albeit in
slightly different words).

Hobbes’ advocacy of
a state was born more out
of his fears. Like
Machiavelli, he acknowl-
edged that people have an
innate desire to better
their lot through the acqui-
sition of riches. Various
groups of people have a

tendency to establish a
social equilibrium among
themselves, which keeps
the wheels of development
and commerce well-oiled.
Hobbes, though, foresaw
that a particular group
may have an incentive to
break that equilibrium in
order to establish its he-
gemony or to impose its
will. To keep that fine bal-
ance between different
groups intact, he advo-
cated giving the state the
monopoly on violence.
Otherwise, as he wrote,
life would be “nasty, brut-
ish and short”.

You do not need to be
an Einstein to grasp the
role of the state in light of
what Machiavelli and
Hobbes eschewed. Let us
then start with the most
fundamental aspect: how
safe are we as citizens?

Just before Eidul Fitr
and recently, Islamabad,
the federal capital, wit-
nessed record crime,
which is but a small reflec-
tion of what is happening
around the country. Its
entire police force and
more than 2,000 ‘safe city’
cameras could do nothing
to stop it.

The plight of
Pakistan’s main commer-
cial hub, Karachi, is well-
known: kill ings occur

daily during muggings and
petty theft has been the
norm for decades. The
same is the case for all
other urban centres.

What of “the appre-
hension that they may be
taken from him”? There is
little or no enforcement of
property or intellectual
rights in Pakistan. Prop-
erties are forcefully occu-
pied or taken, and people
are picked up by the ‘deep
state’ at will.

What of the “refrain
from opening a trade
through fear of taxes”?
The state’s oppressive,
extractive taxation system
ensures that a huge infor-
mal economy prevails and
citizens are put under an
increasing burden of taxes
to finance an unproductive
leviathan that guzzles
money to preserve its co-
lonial ways (read PIDE-
PRIME Tax Reform
Commission report).

Lastly, what of the
“rewards for those who
desire so to employ them-
selves, and for all who are
disposed in any way to
add to the greatness of his
City or State”? How about
Dr Abdus Salam, who put
Pakistan on the map of
Nobel Prize winners?
How did the Pakistani
state and its people re-

ward him? Short of hang-
ing him in public, we did
(and still are) doing every-
thing to tarnish his legacy
and achievements!

This may sound trite,
but the profound reper-
cussions of an unsafe,
risky Pakistan are hardly
understood. Theft, rob-
beries and pilferage, be it
by governments or indi-
viduals, constitute a trans-
fer of hard-earned wealth.
If it is easy to whisk away
years of hard-earned
wealth (vehicles,
smartphones, etc) in a day
from its rightful owners,
what is the incentive to
work hard?

Given such an envi-
ronment, why do we be-
moan ‘Dubai Leaks’?
Would you like to keep
your wealth here? Sure,
those who earn wealth in
a dubious manner do send
it to safer havens, but cry-
ing hoarse over corruption
cannot take away from the
fact that citizens have
little to no confidence in
a state’s ability to safe-
guard their legitimately
earned wealth, which re-
sults in its flow to other
places.

Even better ,  ask
yourself why Pakistan’s
best brains have been flee-
ing the country for de-

critical thinking and inno-
vation, while rewarding
those who want to be-
come cogs in the state’s
bureaucratic machine.

It is also well-docu-
mented that a huge num-
ber of young people are
trying to get out of the
country by hook or by
crook, and this is not lim-
ited to those who are dirt
poor. In other words, the
classic brain drain is also
continuing to play out,
with no sign of reversal.

All told, the situa-
tion is dire, and likely to
get worse. I do not mean
to spread doom and
gloom but it is essential
that existing realities are
ack-nowledged so that we
stop going around in
circles. Interrup-ting the
worsening cycle requires
those who have recently
experienced repression —
here I am referring par-
ticularly to the PTI — to
look beyond messiahs.

For ethnic-national-
ists and the left, who are
the only forces immedi-
ately committed to taking
on the challenge of build-
ing a popular politics for
social t ransformation,
there must be a willing-
ness to find allies within
the mainstream that can
be coaxed into deepening
their political positions.

None of this wil l
happen through wishful
thinking. It requires con-
scious recognition of the
situation we face and vi-
able strategies to redress
it. The clock is ticking
and the urgency of our
myriad predicaments in-
creasing, and here I have
not even considered the
growing likelihood of cli-
mate breakdown events.
It is under this backdrop
that hateful ideologies and
molecular violence are
deepening across the so-
cial formation.

Appealing to  the
good sense of the power-
ful does us no good. The
oppressed must come to-
gether to take things into
their own hands.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

cades now. Gloating need-
lessly about $30 billion-
plus in ‘remittances’ does
not account for the aggre-
gate loss to our economy
due to our diaspora’s con-
tributions elsewhere.

Pakistan is a Hobbe-
sian nightmare since what
Hobbes feared the most
(life being “nasty, brutish
and short”) is at play in
Pakistan. And the govern-
ment that he envisioned,
which was supposed to
act as a bulwark against
this possibility, is no-
where to be found.

Let  everyone be
very clear: Pakistan’s
state has a legitimacy
problem. Its citizens have
lost trust in the ability of
the state to provide them
with an environment
where they can pursue
their well-being without
any fear. No amount of
foreign tours for begging
dollars, SIFCs, outlandish
financial returns, etc, can
convince foreigners when
a state’s own citizens are
so disenchanted and dis-
illusioned. And neither
can gimmicks such as
sasti roti, public sector
freebies, SNC, mega in-
frastructure projects or
government-sponsored
cash handouts bring back
that confidence.
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FAISALABAD: People busy in yoga exercise in the yoga classes to keep
themselves healthy on the occasion of World Yoga Day at Bagh-e-Jinnah.

LAHORE: Punjab Governor Sardar Saleem Haider Khan cutting the cake on
the eve of birth anniversary of martyred Benazir Bhutto.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Minority Affairs Ramesh Singh Arora is
talking to the media on the occasion of welcoming the Sikh pilgrims who
came from India to participate in the anniversary ceremony of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh at Wagah Border.

KARACHI: Former President Dr Arif Alvi addressing during PTI protest
outside press club in the Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: People are suffering during closed out-
door Patient Department (OPD) at Services Hospi-
tal in the Provincial Capital, due to young doctor’s
strike after the Sahiwal teaching hospital incident.

HYDERABAD: Youngster diving in water canal to
get relief from hot weather in the city.

Punjab Governor says:
All possible steps would be

taken for the development of
Cadet College Hasan Abdal
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab Gover-
nor, Sardar Saleem Haider
Khan, said Cadet College
Hasan Abdal is an institu-
tion of great traditions. He
expressed these views
while presiding over the
103rd Board of Governors
meeting of Cadet College
Hasan Abdal. , Principal
Cadet College Hasan Abdal,
Brigadier Nasir Saeed
Khattak, Muhammad Saeed
Mehdi, Mahfoozur
Rehman, Brigadier Dr.
Muhammad Khaleeq Al
Rasheed Kayani, Lt. Gen.
Najeebullah Khan, Professor
Dr. Zafar Ali Chaudhry, Dr.
Ijaz Munir, Vice Chancellor
Fatima Jinnah Women Uni-
versity Dr. Azira Rafiq, Edu-
cation Specialist Dr. Saima
Siddiqui, Secretary School
Education Punjab Govern-
ment Dr. Ehtesham, Addi-
tional Secretary Finance,
Government Punjab, Mir
Raza Uzgan and represen-
tative of Commissioner
Rawalpindi, Director De-
velopment and Finance
Rawalpindi, Nazia Akbar
were also present. The an-
nual budget was approved
in the meeting and impor-
tant issues related to the
college were discussed in
the meeting. Governor
Punjab said that all possible
steps would be taken for the
development of Cadet Col-
lege Hasan Abdal.

Meanwhile, Governor
Punjab Sardar Saleem

Haider Khan assented the
following five Acts which
would come into effect im-
mediately. They assented
acts included: Police Order
(Punjab Amendment) Act
2024, Punjab Agricultural
Marketing Regulatory Au-
thority (Amendment) Act
2024, Punjab Healthcare
Commission (Amendment)
Act 2024, Punjab Price
Control of Essential Com-
modities Act 2024, Punjab
Civil Servants (Amend-
ment) Act 2024.

According to the de-
tails, an organized crime
unit shall be established in
each district under the Po-
lice Order (Punjab Amend-
ment Act 2024). The orga-
nized crime unit in Capital
City District shall be
headed by the Deputy In-
spector General of Police,
while in City District, the
Senior Superintendent of
Police or Superintendent of
Police. The Organized
Crime Unit will have juris-
diction over cases related to
gangs involved in kidnap-
ping for ransom, robbery
and dacoity, motor vehicle
theft, drug trafficking, inter-
provincial and inter-district
property related crimes. Af-
ter the implementation of the
Punjab Civil Servants
(Amendment) Act, 2024, a
civil servant appointed or
regularized on or after the
commencement of Punjab
Civil Servants (Amendment)
Ordinance shall participate.

Gandapur warns of ‘severe
public backlash’ in K-P over

prolonged load-shedding
PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-
P) Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur on Friday
warned that prolonged
load-shedding is making life
unbearable for residents and
could lead to an “uncontrol-
lable public backlash.”

The chief minister
chaired a meeting today fo-
cused on load-shedding,
which was also attended by
the chief secretary, addi-
tional home chief secretary,
principal secretary to the
CM, secretary of energy,
and senior police officials.

The meeting reviewed
the situation of power out-
ages in the province, espe-
cially during Eid ul Adha,
following discussions with
federal authorities.

Officials briefed the
CM on the latest load-
shedding situation and
other related issues.

They reported that
with the provincial
government’s support,
nearly one billion rupees
were recovered from high-

loss areas in the last month.
PESCO installations

and staff have been pro-
vided full security by the
police, with dedicated
teams deployed in each dis-
trict. It was disclosed in the
briefing that despite prom-
ises of zero load-shedding
during Eid ul Adha, the
commitment was not
honoured. PESCO statis-
tics indicated that most ar-
eas in the province experi-
enced 12 to 18 hours of
load-shedding during the
holiday. Since May 1, there
have been 81 different pro-
test demonstrations against
unscheduled load-shedding
in the province.

For the first time,
women have also partici-
pated in protests against
power outages. The brief-
ing warned that if the situa-
tion does not improve,
there could be serious law
and order problems in the
province.

CM Gandapur stated
that the provincial govern-
ment is fully cooperating to

resolve power-related is-
sues as per their commit-
ments.

He expressed disap-
pointment that the federal
government has not fulfilled
its promises. Despite sig-
nificant recoveries from
high-loss areas, unsched-
uled load-shedding contin-
ues. He highlighted that the
severe load-shedding is
making life unbearable for
the residents of the prov-
ince. The public’s reaction
to unscheduled load shed-
ding is intensifying, he
added.

“Protests against
load-shedding are not driven
by any political party or
provincial government but
are a genuine public issue.
People are struggling to get
water for drinking at home
and for ablution in
mosques,” he added.

Gandapur warned that
if the situation persists,
public reaction might spi-
ral out of control. He urged
the federal government to
take the matter seriously.

CM distributes certificates among
sanitary workers over excellent

cleanliness on Eid-ul-Adha
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif on Friday
paid tributes to chief offic-
ers and distributed com-
mendation certificates
among the sanitary work-
ers on account of making
excellent cleanliness ar-
rangements on Eid, at the
Chief Minister’s office.

While addressing the
ceremony Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz said, “I am
happy to sit among the he-
roes. I did not spend Eid
with my family and over-
saw cleanliness arrange-
ment across Punjab as well
as undertook its monitor-
ing. I am pleased that Allah
Almighty has blessed me

with an opportunity to
serve the people across
Punjab.”

The CM said, “Ev-
eryone acknowledge and
appreciate on making excel-
lent cleanliness arrange-
ments on Eid in Punjab.
The roads were washed in
such a manner as if to clean
a house, and rose water was
sprinkled on the roads to
do away with the stinking
smell. We have to keep our
country, province, and city
neat and clean.”

Maryam Nawaz said,
“We are introducing waste
management system in all
the districts of Punjab and
will provide resources as
well. Cleanliness is ob-

served not only in the ur-
ban areas but in the rural
areas as well.”

Punjab Local Govern-
ment Minister Zeeshan
Rafique, while giving a
briefing on the “Suthra
Punjab Mission”, apprised
that 1 lakh 80 thousand
tonnes of waste was dis-
posed of on all 3 days of
Eid.

The animal waste of
1.8 million animals was dis-
posed of in an appropriate
manner. More than 32 thou-
sand biodegradable bags
were distributed and 55
thousand sanitary workers
performed their duties in a
severe hot weather, he
added.

PA passes resolution to
pay tribute to Shaheed

Benazir on 71st birthday

455 Sikh pilgrims from
India arrive to attend

Ranjit Singh’s anniversary

LHC orders crackdown
on smoky vehicles,

crop residue burning
LAHORE (Online): The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Friday once again or-
dered traffic police authori-
ties to take strict action
against smoky vehicles and
impound them.

Justice Shahid Karim
passed the orders while
hearing several identical
petitions filed by Haroon
Farooq and others against
ineffective measures to
control smog. During the
proceedings, the court ob-
served that most incidents
of crop residue burning
took place in the vicinity
of the motorway and these
should be controlled.
“Motorway police should

take action on the incidents
of crop residue burning. The
inspector general of Na-
tional Highways and
Motorways should ensure
the implementation of the
court orders,” it added.

At this stage, the Pro-
vincial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (PDMA)
also submitted a report on
heat stroke in the court,
which stated that a heat
stroke awareness campaign
had been started and 20
water bowsers sent to
Cholistan. Each water
bowser contains 12,500 li-
ters of water, which is be-
ing given to the residents
there, it added.

Section 144 imposed in
Punjab for 7 days as
PTI calls for protests

LAHORE (APP): A group
of 455 Sikh pilgrims from
India arrived in Pakistan
through the Wagah border
to participate in the Maha-
raja Ranjit Singh’s death
anniversary. They were
warmly welcomed and pre-
sented bouquets by Addi-
tional Secretary Shrines Saif
Ullah Khokhar and Provin-
cial Minister for Minority
Affairs and President of the
Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(PSGPC), Sardar Ramesh
Singh Arora. The Sikh pil-
grims expressed immense
joy upon arriving in Paki-
stan, stating that it was their
good fortune to visit the
land of their Gurus. Sardar
Ramesh Singh Arora,
speaking to media represen-
tatives, highlighted that the
Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPB) had made
excellent arrangements to
host pilgrims from India and
around the world. They are

provided with accommoda-
tion, security, medical ser-
vices, and transportation,
making this land a paradise
for minorities, he said and
also mentioned the ongoing
renovation and restoration
work at Maharaja Ranjit
Singh’s Samadhi.

Additional Secretary
Shrines Saif Ullah Khokhar
added that special arrange-
ments, including security,
transportation, and medical
facilities, had been made for
the pilgrims. The pilgrims
were transported to
Gurdwara Panja Sahib in
Hassan Abdal in VIP buses
under tight security, where
they will perform their re-
ligious rituals. At the
Wagah border, the pilgrims
were welcomed by PSGPC
members Sardar Mampal
Singh, Satwant Singh,
Deputy Secretary Abdullah
Owais, Satwant Kaur, along
with ASO Asim Chaudhry,
APS Muhammad Mateen.

LAHORE (INP):  The
Punjab government on Fri-
day imposed Section 144
across the province in light
of “the prevailing law and
order situation”, thereby
banning protests and pub-
lic gatherings.

The imposition of
Section 144 across Punjab
comes as PTI plans to carry
out nationwide protests
today demanding the re-
lease of incarcerated leader
Imran Khan.

According to an order
issued by the Home De-
partment, Section 144 has
been imposed with imme-
diate effect and will be in
place for seven days. The
Punjab Police says Section
144 empowers authorities
to issue orders in public in-
terest that may place a ban
on an activity for a specific
period of time.

The order states: “It
has been observed that in
view of the prevailing law

and order situation and se-
curity threats, any gather-
ing/ assembly is likely to
provide soft targets to ter-
rorists and miscreants,
which not only pose seri-
ous security threats but is
also likely to cause threat
to public at peace and or-
der as well as inconvenience
to public at large.”

Although a specific
reason for imposing the ban
was not mentioned, issuing
secretary Noor Ul Amin
Mengal wrote in the order
that “pressing and adequate
grounds exist for proceed-
ing under Section 144 […]
as an immediate prevention
and speedy remedy to ban
forthwith certain activities
in Punjab”. Assemblies,
gatherings, sit-ins, rallies,
processions, demonstra-
tions, jalsas, dharnas, pro-
tests and other such activi-
ties have been prohibited
effective immediately, the
order stated.

Six police officials
suspended for dereliction

of duties in AJK

Dy Speaker, PA inspects
cleanliness in Bahawalpur

72nd birth anniversary
of BB celebrated

Marwat
appointed

as focal person
of CMKP for

students affairs
PESHAWAR (APP):
Ashfaq Muhammad
Marwat has been ap-
pointed as the focal person
of Chief Minister (CM) of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) for student affairs here
on Friday.

The Principal Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister
has issued the notification
of the appointment of
Ashfaq Muhammad
Marwat. Ashfaq Marwat
will perform liaison with the
Chief Minister regarding the
welfare of students, educa-
tional and co-curricular ac-
tivities. He will be in touch
with the Chief Minister’s
Secretariat for solving all
the problems of the stu-
dents and other issues.

Man kills
mother, 3

sisters in the
name of honor
KABIRWALA (Online):
One Abbas has  shot dead
his mother and three sisters
in the name of honor in the
area of Kabirwala. The hei-
nous incident took place in
village Okanwala Kabirwala.
The police took the bodies
into their custody and sent
them to hospital for post-
mortem. The accused opened
indiscriminate firing on the
women of his family in the
name of honor killing his
mother Haseena Bibi.

9 killed, 1535
injured in

1401 RTCs
in Punjab

LAHORE (APP): At least
nine persons were killed and
1535 sustained injuries in
1401 Road Traffic Crashes
(RTCs) in all 37 districts of
Punjab during the last 24
hours.

Out of these, 691
people with serious injuries
were shifted to different
hospitals, while 844 vic-
tims with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by Rescue Medical
Teams.

Furthermore, the
analysis showed that 771
drivers, 46 underage driv-
ers, 159 pedestrians, and
614 passengers were among
the victims of road traffic
crashes. The statistics
showed that 310 RTCs
were reported in Lahore
which affected 353 persons
placing the Provincial Capi-
tal at top of the list followed
by Faisalabad 108 with 111
victims and at third
Gujranwala with 86 RTCs
and 86 victims.

According to the data
1232 motorbikes, 69 auto-
rickshaws, 150 motorcars,
26 vans, 13 passenger
buses, 11 truck and 138
other types of auto vehicles
and slow-moving carts
were involved in these road
accidents.

Model town tragedy:

ATC summons
more witnesses

again today
LAHORE (Online): Anti
Terrorism Court (ATC) has
summoned again  more wit-
nesses today (Saturday) in
Model Town tragedy pros-
ecution case. Duty judge
heard the case being judge
Arshid Javed of ATC on
leave Friday. The court had
summoned DSP Rana
Mehmood ul Hassan, Con-
stable Faisal Rashid and
constable Aamir Hassan for
cross questioning.

The court  while sum-
moning more witnesses of
case  again today adjourned
the hearing of the case.  The
evidence of 98 witnesses
has been recorded so far in
Model Town tragedy case.

Boy killed,
7 injured
in clash

FAISALABAD (APP): A
teenage boy was shot dead
while 7 people including 5
men and 2 women sus-
tained multiple injuries
during an armed clash in
Mureedwala police lim-
its.

A police spokesman
said here on Friday that two
groups exchanged firing
over a dispute of illicit
relations between a boy
and a  gi r l  a t  Chak
No.211-GB. During this
clash ,  15-year-o ld
Nauman Masih received
injuries and died on the
spot whereas 7 people,
including 5 men and 2
women, were shifted to
hospital with multiple in-
juries.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Assembly on Friday unani-
mously passed a resolution
to pay rich tribute to
Mohtrama Benazir Bhutto
Shaheed on the occasion of
her 71st birthday.

The resolution was
presented by People’s
Party Sindh President MPA
Nisar Ahmad Khuhro.

Sindh Assembly ses-
sion started with Speaker
Syed Owais Qadir Shah in
the chair.

People’s Party Sindh
President MPA Nisar
Khuhro sought permission
from the Speaker to present
the resolution; after per-
mission, he presented the
resolution, which was
unanimously passed by the
House.

The resolution said
that Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto was a champion of
democracy who inspired
generations with her cour-
age, vision, and unwavering
commitment to the people
of Pakistan, and as the first

woman Prime Minister of
Pakistan, she brought the
country peace, progress,
and development. Her lead-
ership includes improving
education, health, and em-
powering women.

According to the reso-
lution, Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto promoted tolerance,
dialogue, and peace and
made efforts to rid the na-
tion of the scourge of ter-
rorism, and her mission was
to establish a democratic
system and an egalitarian
society. Democracy is es-
tablished in the country due
to her martyrdom and her
sacrifices.

This House, on the
occasion of the of the 71st
birth anniversary of Benazir
Bhutto, reiterates its com-
mitment to carry forward
her vision for a progressive
and prosperous Pakistan as
her legacy lives under the
leadership of Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
who is continuing her mis-
sion.

SUKKUR (APP): The
72nd birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto was cel-
ebrated with enthusiasm
here on Friday. A ceremony
was organized at Sukkur
House wherein the PPP
workers cut the birthday
cake. PPP leader Senator
Islamuddin Sheikh, Mayor
Sukkur Arslan Sheikh,
MNA Noman islam
Sheikh, Deputy Mayor Dr
Arshad Mughal, Abid Gul
Mahar and large number of
workers also participated in
the ceremony.

They paid glowing
tributes to the services of
Benazir Bhutto. Senator
Islamuddin Sheikh said that
PPP history was replete
with sacrifices.

He said that the PPP
leaders sacrificed their lives
for the stability of democ-
racy in the country. He said
Benazir Bhutto was voice
of the poor and oppressed

class, adding her services
would never be forgotten.

Mayor Sukkur Arslan
Shaikh paid tributes to
former PPP Chairperson
Benazir Bhutto on her 72nd
birth anniversary and re-
solved that the nation had
to end the politics of ha-
tred and anarchy to keep the
country united.

He said it was the vi-
sionary leadership of
Benazir Bhutto that envis-
aged policies particularly
focusing on women’s rights
and empowerment, aiming
at their increased participa-
tion for the sake of national
development.

Deputy Mayor, Dr
Arshad Mughal said
Benazir Bhutto was a poli-
tician with international
stature, adding she took the
country towards progress
and prosperity.

The participants also
prayed for the rest of her
soul in eternal peace.

MIRPUR-AJK (APP): Se-
nior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP), Kamran Ali on
Friday suspended six po-
lice men of Thothal Police
Station, Mirpur, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
for dereliction of duties.

According to District
Police Office (DPO), The
suspended officers are Sub-
Inspector Waheed Anjum,
Head Constables Tahir
Mahmood (Muharrar), Asif
Mahmmod, Muhammad
Yasir, Ibrar Hussain and
Asif Iqbal (Naib Muharrar).

They have been re-
moved from their duties
and directed to report to the
Police Lines. According to
an investigation by the Ad-

ditional Superintendent of
Police, Khawer Ali
Shoukat, the suspended
police officers were found
guilty of being absent from
the police station and not
taking immediate action
during a scuffle between
two rival groups in the pre-
mises of the Thothal Police
Station. The incident oc-
curred on June 19, Thursday
as a continuation of a reported
violent clash between the
owners of juice shop and
two buyers over the issue
of alleged overcharging.

Some people from the
rival parties later broke into
the reporting room of the
police station and got into
a scuffle.

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Deputy Speaker, Punjab
Assembly, Malik Zaheer
Iqbal Channer has in-
spected cleanliness drive
in Bahawalpur and said
that the sitting government
had vowed making
Punjab, a neat and clean
province.

According to a press
release issued here, Deputy
Speaker, Punjab Assembly,
Malik Zaheer Iqbal
Channer had visited several
areas of the city and in-
spected cleanliness driver.
He expressed his satisfac-
tion over the performance
of Bahawalpur Waste Man-

agement Company in the
cleanliness campaign.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he said that Chief
Minister Punjab had vowed
to make Punjab, a neat and
clean province terming it a
good sign that Bahawalpur
Waste Management Com-
pany had lifted offal during
three days of Eid-Ul-Azha.
“You can not spot offal
anywhere in the city,” he
said.

He said that the
Punjab government had in-
troduced dynamic policies
and strategies to put the
province on track of devel-
opment.
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of leading exporters of Pakistan calls on Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif.

HYDERABAD: Labourers busy in packing mangoes in wooden boxes at fruits
market.

ISLAMABAD: The delegation of All Pakistan Fertilizer Dealers Associa-
tion (APFDA) calls on the Federal Minister for Industries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication Ms. Shaza
Fatima Khawaja in a meeting with Google delegation.

KARACHI: A vendor is preparing Falsa juice for
customers at his roadside setup, in the Provincial
Capital.

FPCCI holds FBR’s top
anomalies committee
meeting: Atif Ikram

Economic growth directly linked with
fast sustainable upsurge in exports: PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday said the
country’s economic growth
was directly linked with the
fast sustainable growth of
exports. He was talking to
a delegation of exporters,
which called on him here at
the PM House.

The prime minister
said the exporters being the
back bone of national
economy, were extremely
important for the govern-
ment as they were playing
a key role in the country’s
development. The
country’s economy would

attain sustainable growth
when the export sector
showed fast growth, he
added. PM Shehbaz said
the government was pro-
viding all possible facilities
to promote the non-tradi-
tional exports. He ex-
pressed the government’s
resolve to take all the deci-
sions in the larger interest
of the people and the coun-
try. The government, he
said, was taking measures
to boost the export to GDP
ratio. The payment of sales
tax refund to the traders and
industrialists was also be-
ing ensured timely, he
added. The prime minister

warned the relevant authori-
ties that no laxity would be
tolerated in that regard.

He directed the federal
ministers to make consul-
tation with the delegation
to ensure resolution of all
their issues.

The exporters ex-
pressed gratitude to the
prime minister and the gov-
ernment for announcing a
historic cut in the electric-
ity prices for the industrial
sector, terming it a breath
of fresh air.

They also expressed
their full confidence in the
government’s economic
policies and assured their

all-out cooperation. They
said they would fully sup-
port the government in tak-
ing action against tax evad-
ers and those adversely af-
fecting the revenue for na-
tional exchequer.

Minister for Finance
and Revenue Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Minister for
Petroleum Musadik Malik,
Power Minister Awais
Ahmed Khan Leghari, Min-
ister of State for Finance Ali
Pervaiz Malik, Minister of
State for Information Tech-
nology Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, Salman Ahmed
and relevant high officials
attended the meeting.

Lawmakers urge govt
to provide more relief to
agriculture, IT sectors

Shaza appreciates Google
for creating local assembly

of Chromebooks in Pakistan

Investment of approx. $50m
Engro fertilizers completes
largest-ever EnVen plant

turnaround

SBP injects over
Rs2.6trln into market

Weekly inflation
up by 0.94 percent

Minister for providing
egg-laying hens to farmers

at subsidised rates

IESCO examines 1,310,874
meters across all six
operational circles

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Lawmakers in the National
Assembly on Friday urged
the government to focus
on people-oriented poli-
cies and provide more re-
lief to the agriculture and
Information Technology
sectors.

Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (Pakistan)
leader Muhammad Farooq
Sattar, while participating
in the budget debate, termed
the budget for 2024-25 as
traditional, reflecting a con-
tinuity of policies from the
past 77 years.

“The country’s cur-
rent debt servicing issues,
noting that most budget al-
locations are used for this
purpose,”  he highlighted.

He said, “It is the
government’s responsibil-
ity to prepare the budget
with the public’s issues in

mind.”
He said, “Unfortu-

nately, every budget seems
to favor the wealthy.”

Sattar urged the gov-
ernment to focus on the ag-
riculture sector and criti-
cized the imposition of
more taxes on salaried indi-
viduals.

He called for relief
measures for the poor in the
budget and asked the gov-
ernment to revise the Na-
tional Finance Commission
(NFC) Award.

He stressed the need
to resolve Karachi’s water
issues and to allocate more
funds to improve the city’s
drain system.

He also advocated for
more incentives to attract
Foreign Direct Investment
and for policies that en-
courage a growth-oriented
economy.

Sunni Ittehad
Council’s Rana Atif
thanked his party for giv-
ing him the opportunity to
contest the elections and
promote the party’s vision.

He highlighted the is-
sues of his constituency and
asked the government to
solve these issues of every
district without discrimina-
tion.

He called for the gov-
ernment to address the is-
sue of IPP capacity pay-
ments and to take steps to
further enhance the
country’s import.

Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz’s Asia Naz
Tanoli said that in 2018, the
government solved the is-
sue of load-shedding and
that during the PML-N ten-
ure, more funds were allo-
cated for development
projects.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly inflation mea-
sured by the Sensitive Price
Indicator (SPI), witnessed
an increase of 0.94 percent
for the combined consump-
tion groups during the week
ended on June 20, the Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics
(PBS) reported on Friday.

According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was re-
corded at 316.88 points as
compared to 313.93 points
during the past week.

As compared to the
corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group
in the week under review

witnessed an increase of
23.78 per cent.

The weekly SPI with
the base year 2015-16 =100
covers 17 urban centres and
51 essential items for all
expenditure groups.

The SPI for the low-
est consumption group of
up to Rs 17,732, increased
by 1.58 per cent and went
up to 309.10 points from
the last week’s 304.28
points.

The SPI for consump-
tion groups of Rs 17,732-
22,888, Rs 22,889-29,517;
Rs 29,518-44,175 and
above Rs 44,175, increased
by 1.44 percent, 1.20 per-
cent, 1.11 and 0.69 percent
respectively.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja on Friday
appreciated Google for
Education for creating lo-
cal assembly of
Chromebooks in Pakistan,
saying that provision of
digital tools to both teach-
ers and students will help
in reducing education divide
in the country.

During a meeting with
high-level delegation of
Google matters related to
effective use of technology
in the field of education,
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and digital economy were
discussed, said a news re-

lease.
The Google delegation

comprised Andrew Ure,
Head of Trade and Eco-
nomic Affairs, Asia-Pacific
for Google,

Kyle Gardener, Gov-
ernment Affairs and Public
Policy Lead, South Asia,
and Farhan Qureshi,
Google’s Country Head for
Pakistan.

The delegation briefed
the Minister of State for IT
about Google literacy pro-
grams.

Shaza Fatima said that
equipping the youth with
digital skills for their capac-
ity building is the need of
the hour. Both teachers and

students must be trained in
using digital tools, she said,
adding that better employ-
ment opportunities can be
acquired through digital lit-
eracy.

She said smart schools
are vital for remote learn-
ing. Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication will
fully cooperate and sup-
port Google in the imple-
mentation of its initiatives,
she added.

Additional Secretary,
MOITT Aisha Humera
Moriani, Member IT Syed
Junaid Imam and Member
Telecom Muhammad
Jahanzeb Rahim were also
present in the meeting.

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), Friday, injected
Rs2,601.55 billion in the
market through reverse
repo purchase and Shariah
Compliant Mudarabah
based Open Market Opera-
tion (OMO).

According to OMO
results issued here, the SBP
conducted Open Market
Operation, Reverse Repo
Purchase (Injection) on
June 21, 2024 for 7-day and
28-day tenors and accepted
all the 31 received bids
amounting to Rs2,471,550
million.

The central bank re-
ceived 20 quotes for 7-day
tenor amounting to
Rs1,984.7 billion offered at
the rate of return ranging
between 20.56 to 20.63

percent. For the 28-day
tenor an amount of
Rs486.85 billion was of-
fered through 11 quotes at
the rate of return ranging
between 20.55% to
20.59%.

The SBP accepted all
the 20 bids for 7-day tenor
at 20.56% and 11 bids for
28-tenor at 20.55 % annual
rate of return.

Meanwhile, the cen-
tral bank also injected
Rs130 billion in the market
through Shariah Compliant
Mudarabah based Open
Market Operation for 7-
day and 28-day tenors.

The SBP received one
quote amounting to Rs130
billion (face value of collat-
eral) at 20.58% rate of re-
turn while no bid was re-
ceived for 28-day tenor.

LAHORE (APP): Provin-
cial Minister for Agriculture,
Livestock and Dairy Devel-
opment Syed Ashiq
Hussain Kirmani on Friday
directed the Rawalpindi
Poultry Research Institute
(RPRI) to resume its
programme of providing
egg-laying hens to farmers
at subsidised rates.

During his visit to the
institute, the minister said,
“We are committed to sup-
porting our farmers and
promoting the poultry in-
dustry in the province. Re-
suming this programme will
help reduce the cost of pro-
duction for farmers and in-
crease egg production, mak-
ing eggs more affordable for

consumers.”
The minister

emphasised the need to in-
crease the growth of egg-
laying hens to meet the de-
mand of eggs in the prov-
ince.

He directed the RPRI
to take steps to increase the
growth of egg-laying hens,
including improving breed-
ing and nutrition
programmes.

Agriculture and Live-
stock Minister Ashiq
Hussain Karmani said that
last year 91 thousand sets
of chickens were distrib-
uted among the farmers by
the institute and the num-
ber should be increased this
year.

Independent Report
KARACHI: Mr. Atif Ikram
Sheikh, President FPCCI
and Dr. Gohar Ejaz, former
federal commerce minister
– who are jointly chairing
FBR’s Anomaly Commit-
tee 2024 from the business
side – called a high-profile
meeting of all chambers,
trade bodies and associa-
tions at FPCCI; and, dis-
cussed the glaring anoma-
lies in the Finance Bill and
federal budget 2024 – 25 in
detail on a sector-to-sector
basis.

It is pertinent to note
that Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh,
President FPCCI, will be
presenting the dossier of
anomalies from the entire
business, industry and
trade community of Paki-
stan to the federal minister

for finance and revenue to
be reviewed by federal
government’s economic
team and the prime minis-
ter to remove or resolve
anomalies from the federal
budget 2024 – 25.

Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh
explained that, being the
apex body, FPCCI will pro-
vide the government with
the collective, aggregated,
comprehensive and descrip-
tive list of anomalies that
are creating confusion, dis-
content and apprehensions.
We deserve a friendly bud-
get for the businesses, in-
dustry, exporters and the
economy as a whole, he
added. Mr. Atif Ikram
Sheikh maintained that one
of the primary measures in
the budget that need to be
reviewed immediately.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) in the
light of government and
the Ministry of Energy
Power Division direc-
t ives  has  checked
1,310,874 meters since
September 7, 2023 dur-
ing ant i -power theft
campaign in all its six op-
erational circles.

Sharing details, Chief
Executive Officer of
IESCO, Dr Muhammad
Amjad said that fines
amounting to Rs 627.75
million have also been im-
posed on the power pilfer-
ers. Some 1,872 FIRs have
also been registered against

the electricity thieves while
1450 individuals have been
arrested so far.

Dr Amjad said that a
sum of Rs 3,338.66 billion
has also been recovered
from 130,019 running and
dead defaulters during the
campaign.

He said crackdown
against electricity theft and
the recovery of dues would
continue across all opera-
tional circles, including
Islamabad, Rawalpindi
City, Rawalpindi Canton-
ment, Attock, Chakwal, and
Jhelum, with the coopera-
tion of the FIA, police, and
other law enforcement
agencies.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Engro Fertilizers has in-
vested approximately USD
50 million in a plant turn-
around to enhance its reli-
ability and operational effi-
ciency and the company
successfully completed the
largest-ever scheduled main-
tenance activity for the
EnVen Plant, spanning 55
days, as planned on June
18, 2024. Established in
2011 with an investment of
USD 1.1 billion, the EnVen
Plant has an annual produc-
tion capacity of 1.3 million
tons and is the most energy
efficient fertilizer plant in
Pakistan, with the lowest
consumption of gas per ton
of urea, said a news release.

The project scope of
the turnaround included
over 5,000 technical activi-
ties, including the first-ever
replacement of the waste
heat boiler, overhaul of the
furnace convection section,
ammonia storage tank in-
spection and a comprehen-
sive overhaul of six major
turbo trains and gas tur-
bines.

At peak, more than
6,000 people were engaged
round-the-clock at the Plant
site for these turnaround
activities.

According to Ali
Rathore – CEO of Engro
Fertilizers, “The safe and
successful completion of
this major turnaround, de-
spite extreme weather con-
ditions, showcases the en-
gineering excellence of the
Engro Fertilizers team in
executing large-scale
projects within planned
schedules and budgets,
while prioritizing the safety
of everyone involved in the
activity. These critical
projects were executed in-
house by our talented engi-
neers using innovative tech-
niques and global best prac-
tices of safety and quality.”

He added that, “The
meticulous planning and ex-
ecution ensured that the
availability of urea to our
hardworking farmers was
not impacted, demonstrat-
ing the entire Engro Fertil-
izers team’s firm commit-
ment to our purpose of en-
abling the food security of
Pakistan. We would like to
thank our employees, con-
tractors, global technical
partners, local administra-
tion, and all other key stake-
holders for their seamless
support and guidance that
contributed to the success
of this major turnaround.”

SNGPL
disconnects
four more

connections
MULTAN (APP): The Sui
Northern Gas Pipeline
Limited (SNGPL) discon-
nected four more connec-
tions over different charges
here on Friday.

The Sui Gas Task
Force continued its daily
operations, disconnecting
four more meters and re-
moving five extensions.

Four consumers had
illegally transferred their
meters from the service to
their homes, causing leak-
age losses to the depart-
ment. After thorough in-
spection, the task force dis-
connected all four connec-
tions. Additionally, a meter
of a non-billing consumer
was also disconnected and
sent to the laboratory for
further departmental ac-
tion. Five consumers who
were illegally supplying gas
to more than one house had
their extensions removed.

Fertilizer
dealers meet
with Minister
for Industries

ISLAMABAD (APP): All
Pakistan Fertilizer Dealers
Association (APFDA) del-
egation, led by Chairman
Ghulam Ahmed on Friday
met with Federal Minister
for Industries and Produc-
tion Rana Tanveer Hussain
to discuss specific issues of
retailers about the with-
holding tax.

The association
sought the minister’s sup-
port for the redressal of the
issues, affecting the fertil-
izer industry.

The minister said that
government was committed
to support the fertilizer in-
dustry for the betterment
of farmers.

He pointed out that
expanding the tax base to
generate revenue was also a
priority of the government.

Gold rates up
by Rs.1,600

per tola
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of per tola of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.1,600 and was sold at
Rs.242,900 on Friday against
its sale at Rs. 241,300 on last
trading day. The price of 10
grams of 24 karat gold also in-
creased by Rs. 1,372 to
Rs.208,248 from Rs. 206,876
whereas that of 10 gram 22 karat
gold went up to Rs.190,894
from Rs. 189,636.

Rupee gains
09 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Rupee on Friday
gained 09 paisa against the
US Dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at Rs
278.51 against the previ-
ous day’s closing at Rs
278.60.

According to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the dollar in
the open market, however,
were Rs 277.8 and Rs 280.7
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs1.21 to
close at Rs 297.56 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
298.77, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).Shipping

activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Four
ships, Maersk Chicago,
Navios Constellation, OM
Shanghai and Khairpur car-
rying Container, Chemicals
and Gasoline, berthed at
Container Terminal, Engro
Terminal and Oil Terminal
respectively on Thursday.

Meanwhile two more
ships, High Loyalty and
Canopus with Edible oil
also arrived at outer-anchor-
age of the Port Qasim on
same day. Seven ships were
engaged at PQA berths dur-
ing the last 24 hours, out of
them two ships, Simaisma
and Navios Constellation
left the port on today morn-
ing while four more ships.

PSX gains
8.96 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX)
on Friday gained 8.96
points, a positive change of
0.01 percent, closing at
78,810.49 points against
78,801.53 points the pre-
vious trading day.

A total of 471,344,897
shares valuing Rs.20.475
billion were traded during
the day as compared to
452,637,253 shares valuing
Rs. 20.675 billion the last
day.

Some 436 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 137 of
them recorded gains and
237 sustained losses,

whereas the share prices of
62 remained unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 43,051,185
shares at Rs.1.27 per share,
Hum Network with
41,927,277 shares with
11.13 per share and Pervez
Ahmed Co with 37,352,634
shares at Rs.1.84 per share.

Pakistan Tobacco
Company Limited wit-
nessed a maximum increase
of Rs.75.60 per share price,
closing at Rs.1,026.91,
whereas the runner-up was
Mehmood Textile Mills
Limited with a Rs.40.83
rise in its per share price to
Rs.582.49.

CCP approves acquisition
of Luxembourg firm with
presence in Pak solar market

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Competition Commission
of Pakistan (CCP) has ap-
proved the 100% acquisi-
tion of M/s. Actis Holdings
S.a.r.l (Actis Holdings), a
Luxembourg-based com-
pany having a presence in
Pakistan’s solar power
market, by M/s. General
Atlantic Partners, L.P.
(GA), a US-based firm.

Actis Holdings is a
sustainable infrastructure
investor with a diverse
portfolio in energy infra-
structure, long-life infra-
structure, digital infrastruc-
ture, real estate, and private
equity sectors. Funds man-
aged by Actis hold a major-
ity interest in Solis, which
is a majority shareholder in
Yellow Door. Yellow Door
is actively engaged in the
solar electricity business in

Pakistan.
The acquirer General

Atlantic Partners, L.P.
(GA), founded in 1980 and
headquartered in New
York, is a growth equity firm
that provides capital and
strategic support for global
growth companies. GA
boasts an impressive port-
folio of 225 companies
across six global sectors: cli-
mate, consumer, financial
services, healthcare, life sci-
ences, and technology.

The CCP’s Phase-I
competition assessment
identified ‘Power Genera-
tion – Solar’ as the relevant
product market. The as-
sessment revealed Actis
Holdings indirect presence
in Pakistan via Yellow Door
which has a market share of
less than 1%, remaining un-
changed post-transaction.
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US, China hold first

informal nuclear talks in
5 years, eyeing Taiwan

Israel-Hezbollah tensions drive
fears of widening Gaza war

Putin, in Vietnam, seeks
new ‘security architecture’

Macron angers
French left, far right
insists no NATO exit

Delhi CM
Kejriwal

gets bail in
corruption case

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: An Indian
court granted bail on Thurs-
day to one of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s chief oppo-
nents, who was first detained
over a long-running corrup-
tion probe in March. Arvind
Kejriwal, the chief minister of
Delhi and the leader of the op-
position Aam Aadmi party,
denies the charges as a “po-
litical conspiracy” by Modi
and his Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). He was released from
detention to campaign part-
way through the country’s
weeks-long national election
but returned to jail after vot-
ing ended earlier this month.

UK’s first non-white PM
to go down in history as a

symbol of failure: poll

US will redirect air defense
inceptor missiles to Ukraine

that other allies had on order

Trump promises US
green card for foreign

graduates

Police fire tear
gas, water cannon

at anti-tax
protesters in

Kenya capital
Monitoring Desk

NAIROBI: Riot police
fired tear gas and water
cannons to disperse thou-
sands of demonstrators in
Nairobi on Thursday as
coordinated marches took
place across Kenya
against government plans
to raise $2.7 billion in ad-
ditional taxes to reduce the
budget deficit.

Spraying people
with purple-coloured wa-
ter from water cannons,
police sought to clear pro-
testers in Nairobi’s central
business district and
blocked their path to par-
liament.

It was not clear why
police used force as the
demonstration appeared
peaceful.

The Kenya Red
Cross’ Nairobi branch said
on X it had attended to
eight injured people from
the protests.

It did not give more
details on the nature of
injuries.

Strengthening
Storm Alberto
takes aim at

Mexico’s Gulf
coast, at least

three dead
Monitoring Desk

MEXICO CITY: The outer
edges of Tropical Storm
Alberto began to unleash
heavy rains over parts of
northeastern Mexico near
the US border late on
Wednesday as the large
tropical system closed in on
the Gulf coast, killing at
least three people.

According to the US
National Hurricane Center
(NHC), the storm was lo-
cated about 135 miles (217
km) east of the Mexican
port of Tampico, packing
maximum sustained winds
of 50 mph (80 kph), as mili-
tary and emergency services
personnel braced for its full
impact.

Modi leads
yoga day event
in India-occu-
pied Kashmir

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Stretching,
arching his back and kneel-
ing on a mat, India’s Hindu
nationalist Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led hun-
dreds of people performing
yoga in India-held Kashmir
on Friday.

The exercises in
Srinagar marked the 10th
International Yoga Day,
Modi’s own brainchild. But
while yoga is not itself a
religious practice, it has its
origins in Hindu philoso-
phy — the god Shiva is said
to have been the first yogi
— and many Kashmiris are
indifferent to the discipline.
Thousands of government
employees, schoolteachers
and students from all over
the region were brought in
for the event.

Millions sweltering under
extreme heat worldwide

as summer arrives

Chinese coast guard,
Philippines navy

clash in disputed sea

‘US deeply disappointed’
as tensions between Biden,

Netanyahu soar

Monitoring Desk
HANOI: The Presi-
dent of Russia,
Vladimir Putin, says
he wants to build a
“reliable security ar-
chitecture”, in the
Asia-Pacific region.
He made these re-
marks on Thursday,
during a state visit to
Vietnam, which is
part of a ‘two- nation’
trip to Asia, viewed
by many “as [a] show
of defiance to the
West”.

A day after sign-
ing a mutual defence
agreement with
North Korea, Putin
received a 21-gun sa-
lute at a military cer-
emony, in Vietnam.
He was embraced by
two of its Communist
leaders and lavishly
praised by one of
them.

Putin’s visit has
drawn criticism from
the United States
and its allies, who
treat the Russian

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Fears of a re-
gional war rose after
Lebanon’s powerful
Hezbollah movement said
none of Israel would be
spared in a full-blown con-
flict, and Israel said it had
approved plans for a Leba-
non offensive.

Experts are divided on
the prospect of wider war,
almost nine months into
Israel’s vow to eradicate
Hamas, the Palestinian
group in the Gaza Strip.

On Wednesday,
Israel’s top army spokes-
man said Hamas, as an ide-
ology, cannot be eliminated.

Others, including US Sec-
retary of State Antony
Blinken, have also pointed
to the difficulty of destroy-
ing the group.

In a televised address,
Hezbollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah said “no place” in
Israel would “be spared our
rockets” if war began.

Nasrallah’s group has
exchanged near-daily fire
with Israel since Hamas’s
October 7 attack on south-
ern Israel, but the fire from
Hezbollah rockets, Israeli
warplanes and other weap-
ons has escalated in the past
few weeks.

The Hezbollah chief

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Former
US president Donald
Trump said he wants to
grant green cards to foreign
graduates from US colleges,
in an apparent softening of
his typically hard-line view
on immigration, a key elec-
tion issue. The Republican
candidate made the remarks
in a podcast published on
Thursday, days after Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced
a citizenship pathway for
immigrants married to US
nationals, counterbalancing
his recent crackdown on il-
legal border crossings.

“What I want to do

and what I will do is, you
graduate from a college, I
think you should get auto-
matically as part of your
diploma a green card to be
able to stay in this coun-
try,” Trump told the All-In
podcast. A green card is the
commonly used name for a
permanent resident card in
the United States and a step
toward citizenship.

Trump said this
should include “anybody
who graduates from a col-
lege”, including those who
complete two-year pro-
grams, known as junior
colleges, and doctoral
graduates.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
White House announced
Thursday that it will rush
delivery of air defense in-
terceptor missiles to
Ukraine by redirecting
planned shipments to other
allied nations, as Washing-
ton scrambles to counter
increased Russian attacks
on Ukrainian energy infra-
structure.

National security
spokesman John Kirby
said the U.S. had taken the
“difficult but necessary de-
cision to reprioritize near-
term planned deliveries of
foreign military sales to

other countries,” though he
wouldn’t say which nations
would be affected or how
many. “Right now, we
know that Ukraine urgently
needs these additional ca-
pabilities,” Kirby said on a
call with reporters, adding,
“Obviously more is needed,
and it’s needed now.”

The announcement
comes after President Joe
Biden, during last week’s
Group of Seven meeting in
Italy, suggested such action
might be necessary, saying,
“We’ve let it be known for
those countries that are ex-
pecting, from us, air defense
systems in the future.

Monitoring Desk
PRISTINA: Deadly
heatwaves are scorching
cities on four continents as
the Northern Hemisphere
marks the first day of sum-
mer, a sign that climate
change may again help to
fuel record-breaking heat
that could surpass last sum-
mer as the warmest in 2,000
years. Record temperatures
already reached in recent
days are suspected to have
caused hundreds if not
thousands of deaths across
Asia and Europe.

In Saudi Arabia, nearly
two million Muslim pil-
grims are finishing the Haj
at the Grand Mosque in

Makkah this week. But hun-
dreds have died during the
journey amid temperatures
above 51 degrees Celsius,
according to reports from
foreign authorities. Egyptian
medical and security sources
told Reuters on Thursday
that at least 530 Egyptians
had died while participating
in the Haj — up from 307
reported as of yesterday.
Another 40 remain missing.
Countries around the Medi-
terranean have also endured
another week of blistering
high temperatures that have
contributed to forest fires
from Portugal to Greece and
along the northern coast of
Africa in Algeria.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States and China re-
sumed semi-official nuclear
arms talks in March for the
first time in five years, with
Beijing’s representatives
telling US counterparts that
they would not resort to
atomic threats over Taiwan,
according to two American
delegates who attended.

The Chinese repre-
sentatives offered reas-
surances after their US
interlocutors raised con-
cerns that China might
use, or threaten to use,
nuclear weapons if i t
faced defeat in a conflict
over Taiwan.

“They told the US side
that they were absolutely
convinced that they are
able to prevail in a conven-
tional fight over Taiwan

Monitoring Desk
MANILA:  The
Phi l ip-p ines  accused
Chinese coast guard sail-
o rs o f  b randishing
knives, an axe and other
weapons in a clash with
its naval vessels near a
strategic reef in the South
China Sea.

The c lash  took
place on Monday as Phil-
ippine forces attempted
to resupply marines sta-
tioned on a derelict war-
ship that was deliber-
ately grounded atop the
disputed Second Thomas
Shoal in 1999 to assert
Mani la’s  ter r i to r ia l
claims.

It was the latest in a
series of escalating con-
frontations between Chi-
nese and Philippine ships
in  recen t  months as
Beijing steps up efforts
to push its claims to the
disputed area.

Philippine military
chief  General  Romeo
Brawner said the “out-
numbered” Filipino crew
had been unarmed and
had fought with their
“bare hands”.

A Filipino sailor lost
a thumb in the clash, in
which the Chinese coast
guard confiscated or de-
s t royed Phil ippine
equipment  including
guns, the Philippine mili-
tary alleged.

Fresh footage re-
leased by the Philippine
military late on Wednes-
day showed small boats
crewed by Chinese sail-
o rs  shout ing,  waving
knives and using sticks
to hit an inflatable boat
as a siren blares. A voice
speaking Tagalog can be
heard in one clip saying
someone had “lost a fin-
ger”. Manila’s footage of
the clash stands in stark
contrast to  photos re-
leased by Beijing’s state
media on Wednesday,
which did not show Chi-
nese  fo rces  wield ing
weapons. Asked about
the videos on Thursday,
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesman Lin Jian said
Manila’s comments on
the clash were “totally
bogus accusations that
confuse b lack wi th
white”.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
White House expressed
deep disappointment over
criticism from Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of the United
States on Thursday (Jun
20) amid tensions between
the two allies over Israel’s
war in Gaza. The White
House response came as
national security adviser
Jake Sullivan held meetings
with Netanyahu’s top two
aides to discuss the Gaza
conflict and other issues.
Similar talks were expected
between US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and
the Israelis. Netanyahu on
Tuesday issued an English-
language video in which he
said Blinken had assured
him that the Biden admin-
istration was working to lift
restrictions on arms deliv-
eries to Israel, an exchange
the top US diplomat de-
clined to confirm.

In a rare account of
normally private diplo-
matic conversations,
Netanyahu also said he told

Blinken that it was “incon-
ceivable” that in the past
few months Washington
was withholding weapons
and ammunitions to Israel.

White House national
security spokesperson
John Kirby addressed the
comments in a briefing
with reporters, saying the
US had directly expressed
displeasure to Israel. “I
think we’ve made it abun-
dantly clear to our Israeli
counterparts through vari-
ous vehicles our deep dis-
appointment in the state-
ments expressed in that
video and our concerns
over the accuracy in the
statements made,” Kirby
said. “The idea that we had
somehow stopped helping
Israel with their self-de-
fence needs is absolutely
not accurate,” he said.

Israeli national secu-
rity adviser Tzachi Hanegbi
and Ron Dermer, Israel’s
minister for strategic af-
fairs, spoke with Sullivan
as a larger, more formal
“strategic dialogue” meeting
was being rescheduled.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: President
Emmanuel Macron on
Wednesday faced accusa-
tions of transphobia after
lashing out at the snap elec-
tion manifesto of a new left-
wing coalition, while the far-
right party leader insisted
he would not question
France’s international com-
mitments including on
NATO.

With less than two
weeks before the first
round of polling in the snap
elections called by Macron
in response to his party’s
defeat by the far right in
European polls, the presi-
dent is struggling to make
up ground.

His ruling alliance is
forecast by opinion polls to
come only third in the leg-
islative elections on June 30
-- followed by a second
round on July 7 -- behind
the far-right National Rally
(RN) and a new left-wing
alliance.

This could put RN

leader Jordan Bardella in a
position to become prime
minister in an awkward
“cohabitation” with Ma-
cron, although the 28-year-
old has insisted he will only
accept this if his party and
allies win an absolute ma-
jority of seats.

Visiting a major de-
fence show outside Paris,
Bardella insisted that he
“doesn’t plan to question
the commitments France
has made on the interna-
tional stage” on defence if
he takes power. “Our cred-
ibility towards our Euro-
pean partners and NATO
allies is at stake,” he said at
the Eurosatory arms trade
show outside Paris, mod-
erating the far right’s his-
toric hostility to the Atlan-
tic alliance.

The RN’s three-time
presidential candidate Ma-
rine Le Pen said in 2022 that
if she were elected, France
would quit NATO’s inte-
grated command in the name
of “independence”.

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: The man who
made headlines less than
two years ago for being the
United Kingdom’s richest
and first non-White prime
minister will now go down
in history as a symbol of
failure.

This week, a new poll
forecast that the Conserva-
tives will face a wipeout in
London at the general elec-
tion, and that Rishi Sunak
will lose his own seat — a
prediction that, if proven
true, would be the first time
that a sitting prime minis-
ter lost his own seat at the
polls.

The Savanta and Elec-
toral Calculus poll for The
Telegraph predicted that
the Conservative party
could be left with just 53

MPs on July 4 as the coun-
try goes to polls and that
the party leader will not be
one of them.

The poll surveyed ap-
proximately 18,000 people
from June 7 to 18, and
found that though it will be
a close contest, Sunak will
lose the Richmond seat to
Labour.

The poll also pro-
jected a win for Labour un-
der Keir Starmer of over
500 seats at the election,
with a majority of just un-
der 400. The same poll sug-
gests that Nigel Farage’s
Reform UK party would
win zero seats.

Soon after Sunak as-
sumed office, journalist
John Elliott wrote a column,
quoting an unnamed source
as saying about Rishi.

leader as a ‘pariah’.
They have protested
that he should not
be given a stage, to
defend the war in
Ukraine. Russia and
Vietnam penned
agreements on is-
sues, including en-
ergy.

This underlines
Moscow’s pivot to-
wards Asia, after the
West imposed sanc-
tions on the Kremlin
over the conflict in
Ukraine.

“We are f irmly
committed to deep-
ening the compre-
hensive strategic
partnership with
Vietnam, which re-
mains among the pri-
orities of Russia’s
foreign policy ,”
Putin was quoted as
saying, by Russian
media.

“We are ready to
continue active joint
work on a wide range
of topics, including
economic, scientific

World leaders announce
$1.2bn to create ‘African

vaccine market’
Monitoring Desk

Paris: World leaders,
health groups and pharma-
ceutical firms announced
$1.2 billion in funding at a
summit on Thursday to
produce vaccines in Af-
rica, which is facing nu-
merous health crises in-
cluding rising cholera out-
breaks.

The African Vaccine
Manufacturing Accelera-
tor “will be an essential
step towards a genuine
African vaccine market,”
French President
Emmanuel Macron said at
the opening of the sum-
mit in Paris.

Three-quarters of
this funding will come
from Europe, Macron told
the summit, which was
also attended by leaders
from Botswana, Rwanda,
Senegal, and Ghana, as
well as visiting ministers,
health groups, and phar-
maceutical firms.

Germany will con-
tribute $318 billion to the
scheme, German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz said in a

video message. France put
in $100 million and the
UK $60 million, while
other donors include the
United States, Canada,
Norway, Japan, and the
Gates Foundation.

The scheme “could
become a catalyst for pro-
moting the pharmaceutical
industry in Africa and fos-
tering collaboration be-
tween member states”, Af-
rican Union Commission
Moussa Faki Mahamat
told the summit.

Africa imports “99
percent of its vaccines at
an exorbitant cost”, he
added.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic shone a light on the
unequal global distribu-
tion of vaccines, as
wealthy countries home to
big pharma firms snapped
up most doses, leaving
Africa far behind.

The new scheme
aims to move vaccine pro-
duction to Africa to give
the continent more sover-
eignty – and avoid history
repeating itself.

also threatened the nearby
island nation of Cyprus if
it opened its airports or
bases to Israel “to target
Lebanon”.

Cyprus, a European
Union member, is home to
two British bases, includ-
ing an airbase, but they are
in sovereign British terri-
tory and not controlled by
the Cypriot government.

Cypriot President
Nikos Christodoulides de-
nied his country’s involve-
ment in the war and said it
was “part of the solution”.
He pointed to its role in a
maritime humanitarian cor-
ridor to Gaza.

Rohingya refugees cross a bamboo-made bridge during an ongoing heatwave
in Cox's Bazar, Bangladesh.

President Vladimir Putin and Vietnam’s President To Lam take part in a
press briefing at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes part in a yoga session during
International Yoga Day in Srinagar.

Filipino sailors clash with Chinese Coast Guard personnel in the South
China Sea.

without using nuclear
weapons,” said scholar
David Santoro, the US
organiser of the Track Two
talks, the details of which
are being reported by
Reuters for the first time.

Participants in Track
Two talks are generally
former officials and aca-
demics who can speak with
authority on their
government’s position,
even if they are not directly
involved with setting it.
Government-to-govern-
ment negotiations are
known as Track One.

Washington was rep-
resented by about half a
dozen delegates, including
former officials and schol-
ars at the two-day discus-
sions, which took place in
a Shanghai hotel conference
room.

India says peace
at Chinese

border key as
direct flights

remain stalled
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: India’s for-
eign ministry said peace on
its border with China was
critical for relations to be-
come normal, reacting on
Friday to a Reuters report
that New Delhi was not
keen to restart direct flights
with China amid a stand-
off on their Himalayan
frontier. China has been
pressing India to restart di-
rect passenger flights after
a four-year halt.

and technical ties,
defence, security and
humanitarian con-
tacts.”

He was quoted
by Russia ’s TASS
news agency as say-
ing that the two
countries shared an
interest in “develop-
ing a reliable security
architecture” in the
region, based on ‘not
using force’ and
‘peacefully’ settling
disputes with no
room for “closed mili-
tary-political blocs”.

The 11 pacts
signed in Hanoi were
not on the same level
as the landmark
agreement, reached
in North Korea.
Putin’s warm wel-
come was an
achievement for the
Russian leader, who
has an outstanding
International Crimi-
nal Court arrest war-
rant against him,
over alleged war
crimes in Ukraine.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif attends a ses-
sion of National Assembly.

QUETTA: A delegation of a welfare organization Balochistan led by its Presi-
dent Zainul Abidin Khan Khilji meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior
Mohsin Naqvi in a meeting with Canadian High
Commissioner Leslie Scanlon.

ISLAMABAD: Sahibzada Hamid Raza along with
delegation of Sunni Ittehad Council called on
speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House,
SIC presented the name of Zartaj Gul for the newly
Parliamentary Leader of National Assembly.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti and Pro-
vincial Ministers cutting cake on eve of birth anniversary of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti recording his expression
for late Nawab Abdul Zahir Kasi on his services.

Ahsan Iqbal highlights Pak-China
partnership as beacon of stability

amidst global uncertainties
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Profes-
sor Ahsan Iqbal here on
Friday highlighted the im-
portance of Pakistan-China
cooperation under CPEC
amidst global uncertainties.

Addressing the China-
Pakistan Political Parties
Forum and the Third Meet-
ing of CPEC Political Par-
ties Joint Consultation
Mechanism, the minister,
“China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) serves as
a beacon of stability, re-
gional integration, and eco-
nomic interdependence.”

The event, attended
by high-ranking officials
and dignitaries, including
Minister for International
Department Central Com-
mittee of the Communist
Party of China, Liu
JianChao and Deputy
Prime Minister and Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of
Pakistan, Honorable
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, un-
derscored the enduring
strength of the Pakistan-
China relationship and the
pivotal role of CPEC.

Ahsan Iqbal said, the

development of Gwadar
Port, a crucial component
of CPEC, was noted for its
strategic significance, pro-
viding China direct access
to the Arabian Sea and
promising economic revi-
talization for Pakistan, the
minister added.

He said, CPEC was
envisioned as part of a
broader vision for regional
prosperity, fostering eco-
nomic cooperation with
neighboring countries.
Phase-II of CPEC aims to
enhance Pakistan’s manu-
facturing capacity through
industrial cooperation, at-
tracting Chinese invest-
ment, and relocating indus-
trial units to Special Eco-
nomic Zones.

Ahsan Iqbal expressed
profound gratitude to the
Chinese leadership for their
steadfast support in foster-
ing bilateral cooperation
and advancing the CPEC
initiative and emphasized
the unique nature of the
meeting, which demon-
strated national consensus
on Pakistan-China relations
and CPEC, transcending
domestic political divisions.

He appreciated the

Chinese leadership for host-
ing the Prime Minister of
Pakistan during his recent
visit, resulting in a strong
consensus on bilateral mat-
ters, with both sides agree-
ing to enhance the strategic
partnership and economic
cooperation.

The 13th session of
CPEC’s Joint Coordination
Committee (JCC) was suc-
cessfully held on May 24
wherein Pakistan and China
agreed to upgrade CPEC by
introducing five new corri-
dors: Growth Corridor,
Livelihood Enhancing Cor-
ridor, Innovation Corridor,
Green Corridor, and Open-
ing Up/Regional Connec-
tivity Corridor.

These new corridors
align with Pakistan’s 5E
framework, prioritizing ex-
port-led growth, digital de-
velopment (e-Pakistan),
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
sustainability, energy and
infrastructure develop-
ment, and equity and em-
powerment.

Both sides agreed to
expedite initiatives for mod-
ernizing Pakistan’s agricul-
tural sector with advanced
technologies.

Common Balochistan should benefit from CPEC projects:

Federation has assured to remove 
apprehensions of Balochistan 

regarding federal PSDP
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
stated that the province’s
apprehensions regarding
federal Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP) have been taken up
with the concerned forum
through Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. On
this, the federation has as-
sured to remove the appre-
hensions regarding federal
PSDP.

He said that the im-
portant projects of
Balochistan have been in-
cluded in the federal PSDP

due to the attention of
Chairman PPP.

The Chief Minister
was speaking on occasion
of the luncheon he hosted
in honour of the members
of provincial assembly be-
longing to the coalition gov-
ernment and ally parties
here ahead of the  budget
session on Friday.

The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail also par-
ticipated in the luncheon.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister said
that the next provincial bud-
get would be compatible
with the public require-
ments.

He said that the edu-
cation and health are priori-
ties in the budget. He said
that the public resources
would be spent on their
welfare. He also said that
we are determined to put
the province on path of de-
velopment and raise living
standard of the people.

Referring the Gwadar
port, the Chief Minister
said that he has requested
to the President Asif Ali
Zardari for functionality of
the Gwadar port.

He said that the
people of province should
get benefit of the projects
of China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).

Ambassador Munir
exposes anti-Pakistan

propaganda at UN

Pakistan has special place
in China’s foreign policy,

says senior Chinese minister

Senators demand broader economic
dialogue, people’s centric

approach in Finance Bill, 2024

Women participation in trade,
commerce activities must for

sustainable national 
development, says Governor 

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that we can freshen
the memory of Hazrat
Khadijatul Kubra (RA) by
ensuring participation and
involvement of women in
the commerce and trade ac-
tivities for the sustainable
national development and
prosperity.

He said that there’s no
dearth of talent and capa-
bilities in women of the
province. But the poverty
and lack of opportunities
are causing hurdles in their
way.

The Governor was
speaking to a delegation

who called on him under
leadership of the president
of a welfare organization,
Zainul Abdin here on Fri-
day.

The head of women
chamber of commerce, Ms
Mehwish Janjua and CEO
of Angan, Ms. Nazia were
also present on the occa-
sion.

The Governor main-
tained that the women and
men have equal opportuni-
ties in the socio-economic
development according to
the conscious of modern
era in the ever changing
world.

They are also equal
partners in all affairs of the
life, Governor added.

Shaheed BB always played
important role for promotion
of democratic values: Bugti

Canadian HC
meets Interior

Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP): Ca-
nadian High Commissioner
Leslie Scanlon met Interior
Minister and Narcotics
Control Mohsin Naqvi on
Friday.

On her arrival at the
Ministry of Interior,
Mohsin Naqvi warmly
welcomed the Canadian
High Commissioner.

During the meeting,
they discussed issues of
mutual interest including
bilateral relations of two
countries while both sides
also discussed issues of
border security, immigra-
tion, illegal human traffick-
ing and drug trafficking.

Mohsin Naqvi said
Pakistan is making every
possible effort to secure its
border and making all out
efforts to stop illegal move-
ment and human traffick-
ing.

NEW YORK (INP):
Pakistan’s permanent rep-
resentative to the United
Nations, Munir Akram
highlighted that several
countries including Paki-
stan have been a victim of
disinformation and cyber
warfare.

Akram made these
comments while speaking
to the Security Council’s
High-Level Open Debate on
“Maintenance of Interna-
tional Peace and Security:
Addressing Evolving
Threats in Cyberspace”.

The ambassador reit-
erated Pakistan’s stance,
emphasising on the neces-
sity of a legally binding glo-
bal document formed on the
guidelines provided by the
Information and Communi-
cation Technologies (ICTs).

While explaining,
Akram referred to the 2019
and 2020 reports by EU
DisinfoLab, which exposed

anti-Pakistan propaganda
including disinformation
activities, and cyber war-
fare. He said: “The 2019
report provided proof of 15
years of massive
disinformation operations
against Pakistan, involving
more than 10 so-called
NGOs fraudulently accred-
ited to the UN Human
Rights Council, over 750
fake media outlets, and 550
fake websites, even resur-
recting dead people.”

The Pakistan envoy
stressed that the EU
DisinfoLab’s exposé on
disinformation campaigns
requires global attention.

Furthermore, Ambas-
sador Akram discussed the
Pakistan sponsored UN
General Assembly resolu-
tion, titled “Countering
Disinformation for the Pro-
motion and Protection of
Human Rights and Funda-
mental Freedoms.”

Bilawal vows free solar energy
for Karachi while budget
talks with govt continue

PPP chairman addressed a crowd in
Lyari during a birthday celebration

for late Benazir Bhutto

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senators on Friday de-
manded the government and
the opposition to initiate
broader economic dialogue
and embrace people’s cen-
tric approach to provide
relief to the masses battered
by economic crunch and
inflation in the Budget
2024-25.

The members of the
Upper House of the Parlia-
ment were presenting rec-
ommendations to the Na-
tional Assembly on the Fi-
nance Bill, 2024.

The session com-
menced 22 minutes late
from the scheduled time
with the verses of the Holy
Quran’s Surah Al-Furqan
that detailed the character-
istics of the virtuous and
the followers of Rehman
(The Almighty Allah)
who walk politely on the
earth and bear the best
virtues of starting con-
versat ion  with  Salam
(Salutation), seekers of
the Almighty’s forgive-
ness from the Hell and are
not extravagant nor thrifty

but maintain balance in
their spending.

Deputy Chairman
Senate Syedaal Khan Nasar
while initiating the House
business allowed Senator
Poonjo Bheel to raise a mat-
ter of importance.

Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarians
(PPPP), Senator Poonjo
Bheel urged the House to
allocate some time to pay
tribute to former prime min-
ister Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto on her
birthday.

Imran moves SC for early
hearing of constitutional

petition related to polls rigging
ISLAMABAD (Online):
PTI founder Imran Khan
has requested Supreme
Court (SC) to hear consti-
tutional petition related to
election rigging early.

Hamid Khan counsel
for PTI founder filed the
miscellaneous petition in
SC Friday.

The petitioner has
taken plea that the petition

seeking inquiry into polls
rigging on February 8  is
pending hearing.  The ques-
tion of public interest and
basic rights has been raised
in petition against polls rig-
ging.

The petition further
said PTI founder had re-
quested to hear the peti-
tion against rigging in NAB
case.

Azad Kashmir citizen recovery case

IHC orders sectors
commanders to file report

with their signatures

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
on Friday said that Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto always
played an important role in
the promotion of demo-
cratic values in the country.

Addressing at cake
cutting ceremony at Chief
Minister Secretariat on the
birth anniversary of Mar-
tyr of Democracy Benazir
Bhutto, he said that
Shaheed BB always kept
the public service as the aim
of her politics.

She was the first
woman Prime Minister of
Pakistan who strengthened
the public service mission
of Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali

Bhutto with her role, he
said. He said that Shaheed
BB’s role was a beacon for
all politicians and women
adding that we would keep
her mission as our motto of
democracy and public ser-
vice. Provincial Ministers
including Sardar Sarfraz
Domki, Mir Ali Madad
Jatak, Mir Sadiq Umrani
and Asfandyar Kakar, Gen-
eral Secretary Party Rozi
Khan and leaders were also
present on the occasion.

On the occasion CM
Sarfraz Bugti and Provin-
cial Ministers paid rich trib-
ute to the Martyr of De-
mocracy Benazir Bhutto,
and also prayed for her el-
evation of rank in Jannah.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) while ordering sec-
tor commanders of ISI and
Mi to file report with  their
own signatures in the case
of recovery of Azad Kash-
mir national Khawaja
Khurshid has adjourned the
hearing of the case till June
24.

Justice Mohsin
Kayani remarked “ initiate
proceedings against him if
he is involved in any ter-
rorism or anti state activ-
ity. If he is involved in any

criminal act then take action
against him and no one will
have any objection over it.

Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani while ad-
dressing to representative
of defence ministry re-
marked “ we are seeking
report with signatures  be-
cause it will have its results.

The petition related to
recovery of Khawaja
Khurshid , citizen of Azad
Kashmir came up for hear-
ing before single bench of
IHC led by Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani Friday.

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari announced plans to
provide free solar energy to
Karachi residents to allevi-
ate load-shedding.

He also expressed
hope that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif would ful-
fill promises made to the
PPP as budget discussions
with the government con-
tinue.

Speaking at an event
in Lyari celebrating Benazir
Bhutto’s birthday on Fri-
day, Bilawal emphasised
the PPP’s long-standing
commitment to Karachi,

highlighting their efforts
against two military dicta-
tors and their continuous
support for the city’s resi-
dents.

Bilawal reiterated his
personal commitment to
the city’s development,
noting his own political jour-
ney with the people of
Karachi, the city where
both he and Benazir Bhutto
were born.

He expressed grati-
tude to the people for elect-
ing the PPP to form the
Sindh government again and
urged Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah to focus on
addressing Karachi’s issues.

Minister Salik visits MCO
Madinah, gets briefing

on post-Hajj operations

ISLAMABAD (APP):
China’s Minister of Central
Committee of the Interna-
tional Department of Com-
munist Party of China
(IDCPC), Liu Jianchao on
Friday said as its “iron
brother and time-tested
friend”, China accorded a
special place to Pakistan in
its foreign policy and de-
sired to strengthen the all-
weather strategic coopera-
tive partnership.

The senior Chinese
leader expressed these
views in a meeting with
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, held
here in Islamabad.

Liu expressed satis-
faction at the steady pace
of China Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC) and said
China would extend full
cooperation to Pakistan for
the timely implementation
of all ongoing and new
CPEC projects.

He also lauded the
political parties of Pakistan
for their steadfast support
to CPEC and China-Paki-
stan friendship.

He reiterated China’s
keen desire to further en-
hance linkages between the
Communist Party of China
and the political parties of
Pakistan.

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar appreciated the
positive contribution of
CPEC to Pakistan’s socio-
economic development, and
progress and prosperity.

MADINAH AL-
MUNAWARAH (APP):
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony Chaudhry Salik
Hussain on Friday visited
the Main Control Office
(MCO) of the Pakistan Hajj
Mission in Madinah and got
briefing on arrangements for
the post-Hajj operation.

During the month-long
post-Hajj flight operation,
approximately 160,000 Pa-
kistani pilgrims will be
transported from King

Abdulaziz International
Airport in Jeddah and
Prince Mohammad Bin
Abdulaziz International
Airport in Madinah to ma-
jor cities in Pakistan.

Director Zia-ur-
Rehman of Madinah MCO
briefed the minister on the
arrangements made to facili-
tate Pakistani pilgrims vis-
iting the Prophet’s city af-
ter performing Hajj at holy
sites in Makkah, including
Mina, Arafat, and
Muzdalifa.

Pakistan’s
Envoy presents

credentials
to Mexican
President

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Ambassador of Pakistan to
Mexico, Shozab Abbas has
presented his credentials to
President Andrés Manuel
López Obrador (AMLO)
at ceremony held in the
presidential palace in
Mexico City.

During his meeting
with President López
Obrador, the Ambassador
emphasized the importance
of strengthening bilateral
diplomatic, political, eco-
nomic, and scientific rela-
tions between Pakistan and
Mexico. He highlighted the
potential for enhanced co-
operation in various sec-
tors, reaffirming the com-
mitment of both nations to
deepen their ties.

He recalled historic
cooperation between
Mexico and Pakistan dur-
ing the 1960s Green Revo-
lution, initiated by the
United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO). This period wit-
nessed collaborative efforts
between agro-scientists
from both countries, lead-
ing to the development of
the high-yield wheat vari-
ety known as Mexi-pak.

SC issues roster
of 13 members

full court to
hear matter of
reserved seats

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
issued roster of 13-member
full court to hear the matter
of reserved seats of Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC).

The full court pre-
sided over by Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi
Faez Isa will hear the case
on June 24 and 25.

Amna meets
Deputy CEO
Luxembourg

Space Agency
BRUSSELS (APP): Am-
bassador of Pakistan to
Belgium, Luxembourg, and
the European Union Amna
Baloch on Friday met with
Deputy Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Luxem-
bourg Space Agency Dr.
Mathias Link and discussed
potential collaborations in
space related matters.

ANP lauds representation
of political parties in CPEC

consultative meeting
PESHAWAR (APP): Cen-
tral President Awami Na-
tional Party, Aimal Wali
Khan here Friday wel-
comed the participation of
political parties in CPEC
Consultative meeting and
said that political owner-
ship of this mega project
would pave a way to re-
solve exiting crises.

In a message issued
from Bacha Khan Markaz
here, ANP President
termed the representation
of political parties in con-
sultative meeting a good
omen and welcomed Min-
ister of International De-
partment of Communist
Party of China (IDCPC)
and member of the Commu-
nist Party’s Central Com-
mittee Liu Jianchao in Pa-

kistan. ANP President said
we support the five appre-
hensions of Chinese minis-
ter adding that steps should
be taken to counter propa-
ganda and foil conspiracies
against CPEC and to pro-
tect Chinese nationals
working on the project. He
highlighted the significance
of CPEC for country espe-
cially for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Baluchistan and said that
the project would further
strengthen relations be-
tween China and Pakistan.

He also suggested
complete implementation of
National Action plan to en-
sure completion of the
project and stressed steps
to control law and order situ-
ation in KP and Baluchistan.

ADB, EAD
sign agreement
worth $250m
policy-based

loan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and Economic Af-
fairs Division (EAD) on
Friday signed an agreement
worth $250 million policy
based loan. According to
the ADB official ‘X’
handle, the agreement aimed
at assisting Pakistan drive
sustainable investment in
infrastructure and services
through Public Private Part-
nership (PPP). ADB Coun-
try Director for Pakistan
Yong Ye and Secretary EAD
Dr Kazim Niaz signed the
agreement.

PM vows
all-out support

for KP’s
development

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday said the
federal  government
would provide utmost
assistance and resources
for the welfare of the
people o f Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.


