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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a meet-
ing to review the progress of houses being constructed for flood affected
peoples, at SPHF office in Karachi.

BEIJING: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif witnesses signing of
Memorandums of understanding regarding cooperation in different fields
between China and Pakistan.

KARACHI: Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) of-
ficials are escorting by arrested Social activist and
entrepreneur Sarim Burney during case hearing
of involvement with human trafficking, at City
Court premises in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Kazim Niaz, Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs, and
H.E. Mr. Wada Mitsuhiro, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Japan to Pakistan, signs the Record of Discussions & Exchange of Notes to
bolster the Human Resource Development Scholarship Program (JDS) 2024.

LARKANA: Commissioner Larkana Division, Ghulam Mustafa Phul pre-
sides over the meeting regarding the Sepco officials, in Larkana.

Will put in our sweat and blood to
make Pakistan great country by

following Chinese model: PM

Pakistan wins non-permanent seat
on UN Security Council with
big majority in UNGA vote

Govt submits photos to
SC denying Imran’s
solitary confinement

Govt constitutes Cabinet
Committee on SIFC

No curb on freedom of
expression can be imposed
in democracy: Umar Ayub

Sindh govt to reconstruct
2.1 m houses for rehabilitating
12.6m flood hit people: Murad

Electricity
tariff jacked
up by Rs 3.33

per unit
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Power tariff has been
jacked up adding to miser-
ies of people.

According to notifica-
tion issued by NEPRA
power tariff has been en-
hanced by R s3 .3 3
per unit.  The increase has
been made under the head
of monthly fuel adjustment
charges.

The increased tariff
will be applicable to the
electricity bills of current
month.

The increase made in
power tariff by Rs 3.33 per
unit will  be charged to con-
sumers in one month.

The hike in tariff will
not apply to K-Electric
and life line consumers.

Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee to
meet today for
moon sighting

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The  Cen t ra l  Ru et -e -
Hi l a l  Commit tee  has
scheduled a meeting for
Friday to observe the
moon of Dhul  Hi j jah
1445 AH.

Thi s  impo r t an t
meeting will take place
at the Pakistan Meteo-
ro logical  Depar tment
building in Karachi, with
s imul taneou s  zo na l
meetings occurring in
other provincial capitals
and Islamabad, starting
30 minutes before the
Maghrib prayer.

PM rejoices as Pakistan
secure membership of

UNSC for 2025-26

LHC reserves decision
on admissibility of plea

contesting NAB amendment

Three killed, 12
injured after

passenger coach
catches fire
in Lasbela

ISLAMABAD (APP):
At  least  th ree people
were killed and 12 other
injured after a passenger
coach  head ing from
Karachi to Quetta col-
lided with a motorcycle
and caught fire in Uthal
area of Lasbela district of
Balochistan.

Accord ing to  Se-
nior Superintendent of
Police  (SSP)  Lasbela
Captain (retd) Naveed
Alam, the police rushed
to the spot and started
the rescue operation, a
private news channel
reported.

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday reiterated his re-
solve to make Pakistan a
great nation and regain its
position by following the
Chinese development
model through utmost hard
work and a sharp focus on
industrial and agricultural
progress.

“If we follow the Chi-
nese model, I have no doubt,
Pakistan will regain its po-
sition in the comity of na-
tions and will be respected
like our Chinese brothers
are done by friends and
foes... We will follow your
model, work hard
untiringly, put in our sweat
and blood, and make Paki-
stan a great country,” the
prime minister said ad-
dressing the 4th Pakistan-
China Friendship and Busi-
ness Reception here.

He told the gathering
of Pakistani and Chinese
business leaders that Paki-
stan would follow Chinese

President Xi Jinping’s vi-
sion to focus on progress
and prosperity by avoiding
conflicts and cited immense
Chinese progress and
projects like the Belt and
Road Initiative, China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor,
Global Development Initia-
tive (GDI) and the Global
Security Initiative (GSI).

The prime minister
who is in China on a five-
day official visit, advised
the Pakistani people
against being dejected or
losing hope rather than
standing up and accepting
the challenge to reach the
level of Chinese progress
within a few years or de-
cades.

He said the China-Pa-
kistan friendship had no
parallel in the world which
remained unshakeable and
unreachable even during the
storms, wars, and earth-
quakes.

Recalling the Chinese
journey of swift develop-

ment to become the second
biggest economic and mili-
tary power under President
Xi’s vision, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz said it was
achieved only through hard
work and untiring efforts.

“All Pakistanis will
also have to pass through
this thorny process. There
is no other way to earn re-
spect in the world,”  he re-
marked.

He said having come
into being two years after
Pakistan, China took its
trade to trillions of dollars
while Pakisan’s hovered
around $30-40 billion in
terms of exports.

Besides, China has
excelled in information
technology and artificial
intelligence. He also re-
ferred to the “wonderful”
bilateral cooperation in
space program as Pakistan
recently sent a lunar sat-
ellite and a space satellite
recently with Chinese col-
laboration.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah on
Thursday said that
government has started
reconstruction of 2.1
million new houses to
rehabilitate more than 12.6
million flood-affected
populations of the
province.

“We are also
supporting WASH (Water,
Sanitation, and Hygiene)
interventions. A funding of
Rs 39 billion has been
secured to connect 264,250
houses with safe sanitation
facilities.”

This he said while
talking to media just after
reviewing the progress of

reconstruction of 2.1
million houses for flood-
affected people at Sindh
Peoples Housing for Flood
Affectees (SPHF) office.
Provincial Ministers,
Sharjeel Memon, Nasir
Shah, Makhdoom
Mahboob and DG SPHF
Khalid Shaikh were present
on the occasion.

The chief minister
said that Rs 550 billion
were required for the
construction of 2.1 million
houses against which Sindh
government with the
support of donor agencies
has secured Rs 440 billion
and the shortfall of Rs 110
billion would be met
through foreign funding

and federal government
support.Murad Ali Shah
said the initiative aimed at
implementing a sustainable
rehabilitation strategy
after 2.1 million houses
were damaged by floods in
2022, affecting 12.36
million people, with 85 per
cent of the affected homes
being katcha houses.

Shah said that the
initiative was driven by the
vision of Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari who was
foreign minister,
successfully mobilized
funds at the Geneva
Conference in January
2023 and the Donors
Conference in Sindh on
February 8, 2023.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday ex-
pressed his delight and
congratulated the nation
as Pakistan has been
elected as a member of the
United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) for the
term 2025-26.

“Proud moment as
Pakistan receives a re-
sounding 182 votes and is
elected to the United Na-
tions Security Council for
the term 2025-26,” the
prime minister wrote on
X (formerly twitter).

“Our election to the

Council with such over-
whelming support of UN
member states at  this
critical time bears testa-
ment to the international
community’s confidence
in Pakistan’s diplomatic
standing as well as to our
commitment to global
peace & security.

He said adding “We
look forward to working
with the international
community to address
pressing global  chal-
lenges. We will continue
to play our role in pro-
moting peace, stability,
and cooperation among
nations”.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): After months of
hectic campaigning, Paki-
stan Thursday was elected,
with a massive majority, as
a non-permanent member
of the UN Security Coun-
cil, the world body’s power
centre, pledging to make its
contribution in meeting the
grave challenges facing the
world.

Pakistan, which was
unopposed, garnered 182
votes in the 193-member
General Assembly  -- far
more than the required 124
votes representing two-
third majority.

Loud applause rang
out in the iconic hall of the
General Assembly when its
president, Dennis Francis,
announced the winners of
the five non-permanent
seats—Pakistan, Denmark,
Greece, Panama and Soma-
lia—to replace Japan, Ec-

uador, Malta, Mozambique
and Switzerland whose
terms end on December 31.
He congratulated them on
their victory.

Pakistan will replace
Japan, which currently oc-
cupies the Asian seat, on
January 1, 2012, to begin a
two-year term, its eighth.

As an elated Munir
Akram, Pakistan’s perma-
nent representative to the
UN, emerged from the hall,
APP correspondent asked
him about Pakistan’s pri-
orities and goals as a mem-
ber of the 15-member
Council’s.

He said Pakistan’s
election “represents the
confidence of the interna-
tional community in
Pakistan’s ability to pro-
mote the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter.”

Pakistan, Ambassador
Akram, said would actively

work with other member
countries of the Council to
advance the shared objec-
tives.

In this regard, he es-
pecially highlighted
Pakistan’s ambition to con-
tribute meaningfully to the
prevention of conflicts and
their peaceful settlement in
line with the UN Charter.

Pakistan’s earlier
terms on the Council were
in 2012-13, 2003-04, 1993-
94, 1983-84, 1976-77,
1968-69 and 1952-53.

Pakistan is joining the
Security Council at a time
of great international up-
heaval and challenges and
plans to pay special atten-
tion to:

Promotion of peace
and security in South Asia;

Upholding the prin-
ciple of self-determination
for the people of Palestine
and Kashmir.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
federal government Thurs-
day debunked Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan’s
claims regarding solitary
confinement and the lack of
facilities during his incar-
ceration at the Adiala jail.

During the hearing of
intra-court appeals chal-
lenging the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
law amendments, which
Khan is also attending via
video link from the jail, the
government submitted de-
tails about the facilities be-
ing offered to the PTI
founder.

The government
provided evidence, includ-
ing photographs of the fa-
cilities that Khan was
benefitting from during
his incarceration in re-
sponse to his claims of
“solitary confinement”
and not receiving the pro-
visions.

In the jail, Khan is
provided an exercise bike
and stretching belt for
physical fitness, books, a

separate kitchen, a special
menu, an exclusive gallery
for a walk, LED, a room
cooler, and a study table.
In the detailed document
submitted to the court,
the government not only
provided photographic
evidence of all the facili-
ties, but also the names of
all those who have visited
him in the prison facility
so far.

A five-member larger
bench headed by Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa and
comprising Justice
Aminuddin, Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, Justice
Athar Minallah and Justice
Hasan Azhar Rizvi is hear-
ing the appeals challenging
NAB law amendments.
During the last hearing, SC
had asked lawyer Khawaja
Haris to meet his client, the
PTI founder, in the jail. It
should be noted that Khan
had also challenged the
NAB law amendments.

A three-member SC
bench had declared NAB
law amendments null and
void on Khan’s plea.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The government has consti-
tuted Cabinet Committee
on Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC) to
ensure implementation of
recommendations within
the contours of SIFC.

An order has been is-
sued to this effect.

The committee will
submit decisions to the fed-
eral cabinet for approval.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will be
chairman of the committee
while the Army Chief, Pro-
vincial Chief Ministers and
National Coordinator will
attend the committee meet-
ings on special invitation.

The Prime Minister
has also formed another
Cabinet Committee on Im-

migration, Overseas Em-
ployment and Technical
Vocational Education and
Training.

The committee will
act as a central forum for all
government agencies related
to overseas employment
and technical training and
will review policies in this
regard.

It will also approve
curriculum, monitoring and
evaluation framework for
vocational training institu-
tions and will devise plans
to combat illegal immigra-
tion, human trafficking and
exploitation of skilled
workers.

The committee will
also develop an action plan
to engage with international
partners.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Opposition leader in Na-
tional Assembly ( NA)
Umar Ayub Khan has
said no curb can be im-
posed on freedom of ex-
pression in democracy.

We condemn raid on
the house of member of
PTI social media team
Azhar Mashwani.

Both of his brothers
be set  free forthwith, he
said this while talking to
media men here Thurs-
day.

PTI leader said raid
was conducted on home
of Azhar Maswani on
previous night. CTD and
people in plain clothes
arrested his professor
brothers.

There is freedom of
expression in Pakistan
and there is no hybrid
system in the constitu-

tion.  ISPR had given
award  to  members  o f
PTI social media team in
2021.

He went on to say
the on ly fau lt  o f PTI
workers is this they are
standing behind their
Quaid.

We condemn such
actions.  Harassment of
our workers be stopped.
Baseless cases are being
made against our work-
ers on every third day.
We denounce it.

He demanded that
PTI  wo men lead er s
San am Javed ,  Aa l i a
Hamza and brothers of
Azhar Maswani be re-
leased forthwith.

We condemn re-ar-
resting women leaders
despite their release on
c o u r t ’s  o r d e r s ,  h e
added.

Issues of the industrialists to be
solved with the cooperation of all
the stakeholders: Jam Ikramullah

Independent Report
KARACHI: Provincial
Minister for Industries and
Commerce Jam Ikramullah
Dharejo has chaired the
meeting of the coordination
committee, held at Tughlaq
House. Secretary Industries
and Commerce
Muhammad Yasin Sher
Baloch, Secretary Environ-
ment, Secretary Labor, Di-
rector General Sindh Build-
ing Control Authority and
other officers were present
in the meeting.

Representatives of Sui
Southern Gas, K- Electric
and business community
were also present in the
meeting. In the coordination
committee meeting chaired
by Provincial Minister for

Industries and Commerce
Jam Ikramullah Dharejo, it
was decided that the
Karachi Water Board would
ensure uninterrupted sup-
ply of water to the indus-
trial zones, while the rel-
evant departments would
assign focal persons for
solving the problems of the
industrialists .

It was also decided in
the meeting that Sui South-
ern Gas would also ensure
uninterrupted supply of
gas to industrial zones. The
MD SITE would ensure the
elimination of encroach-
ments from the industrial
zones and the cooperation
of the local administration
would also be sought in this
regard.

LAHORE (INP):  The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has reserved its decision
regarding the admissibility
of a petition challenging the
induction of an amendment
to the NAB laws through
the presidential ordinance
which allows the extension
of the remand period from
14 to 40 days.

Justice Shujaat Ali
Khan of the LHC took up
the petition, filed by citi-
zen Muneer Ahmed, on
Thursday.  At the outset of
the proceedings, the coun-

sel for the petitioner re-
quested the court to issue
an injunction against the
presidential ordinance.

Subsequently, the
court reserved its decision
regarding the admissibility
of the plea.  On May 27,
the ruling PML-N amended
the NAB ordinance, ex-
tending the remand period
for an accused from two
weeks to 40 days.  Acting
President Yousuf Raza
Gilani approved the NAB
(Amendment) Ordinance
2024 into law.

LAHORE: UAE Ambassador to Pakistan Hamad
Obaid Ibrahim Salim Al Zaabi meeting with Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz and President PML-
N Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.
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Real powers
Though former president Arif Alvi seems eager
to rebuild the bridges his party has burnt, he has
been discovering that, in present circumstances,
getting the ‘real power’ to the negotiating table
can be like pulling teeth.

On Tuesday, in a talk with the media in
Lahore, Dr Alvi, while delving into a long meta-
phor about guards, gardeners and renting houses,
repeated that his party would only talk to “the
owner of the house”, before qualifying that with:
“if the guard has decided to be the owner, he
can say so, and we can talk”. Though Dr Alvi
conceded that he has had little success in getting
the PTI and establishment to negotiate despite
trying for the last two years, he remained hope-
ful about breaking the ice. “If there were no
chances of success, I would have stopped try-
ing long ago,” he explained in response to a ques-
tion. Dr Alvi need not be so circumspect about
Pakistan’s problems as he sees them. Speaking
in riddles is best left to mid-tier politicians; Dr
Alvi has served as the country’s longest-serving
democratically elected president and, as such, is
entitled to speak his mind without having to worry
about whom he may be upsetting. Similarly, by
virtue of having been supreme commander of
Pakistan’s armed forces, it seems unbecoming
of him to be chasing after those he wrongly con-
siders the “owners of the house” and the “em-
powered”. Instead, he should be reaching out to
other representatives of the people, the true own-
ers of Pakistan. Earlier this week, Dr Alvi ex-
plained that the PTI has three demands — su-
premacy of law, the release of PTI’s founder
chairman Imran Khan, and the return of the
party’s mandate.

There is no reason why these cannot be dis-
cussed with the other political parties, which,
regardless of what their respective numerical
strengths should be in the assemblies, still do
represent the part of the citizenry that does not
vote for the PTI. Indeed, the PTI seems to be
repeating one of the biggest mistakes it made
during its last tenure, when it sought to sideline
its rivals while seeking a direct line with the es-
tablishment. Once again, the PTI is not repre-
sentative of the entirety of the people of Paki-
stan: even if the PTI believes the current gov-
ernment has been formed with rigged results, it
still does not mean that its rivals got no votes at
all. If for nothing else, it must respect the other
elected political parties in consideration of this
fact. Unless it respects the choices of those who
did not and do not vote for it, and unless it en-
gages with the representatives elected by these
people, the nation will not break free of the vi-
cious cycle of stop-start democracy it is cur-
rently caught in.

Healing the world Wheat policy
F.S. Aijazuddin

Khushwant Singh would
have been delighted. The
latest Khushwant Singh
Literary Festival (KSLF) re-
vived his memory over
two days at SOAS in Lon-
don, the city he loved as
much as his birthplace,
Hadali (in Pakistan).

The sessions began
and ended with two Paki-
stanis. The keynote
speaker, on June 1, had
taken Khushwant’s ashes
10 years ago from Delhi for
interment in Hadali. The
closing session included
a brilliant presentation by
Prof Qasim Aziz, a profes-
sor of neuro-gastroenter-
ology, speaking on the art
of healing.

The London litfest
followed the pattern of
previous ones held each
year at Kasauli
(Khushwant’s summer
home), a military canton-
ment in Himachal Pradesh.
Pakistanis are not allowed
there. The local comman-
dant felt it would be tan-
tamount to ‘allowing the
enemy behind the lines’.

London, by contrast,
is apolitical. Indo-Pak-
Bangladesh issues are
miles away. The KSLF
sessions could express
opinions without invok-
ing Chatham House rules.
The only vapours of dis-
sension came from a small
group outside SOAS’
Brunei Gallery, protesting
against Israeli atrocities in
Gaza.

Many speakers
sweated the Raj out of
their system. One author
— the Bengali Subhadra
Das — dismantled the
creaking structure of co-
lonialism. She challenged
assumptions that have
moulded Western images
of us, and our perception
about ourselves.

Some offered inspira-
tional messages, aimed at
self-improvement. An-
other linked distant
Kolkata with the British
Cotswolds in her talk on
country walks through
colonial Britain.
Innovatively, she con-
nected the residue of im-

perial wealth, citing build-
ings like the orient-in-
spired Sezincote in
Gloucestershire.

Once, the British
constructed Palladian
public monuments to im-
press their colonial sub-
jects with their imperial
intent. Back home, they
indulged themselves in
private homes inspired by
Indian themes and motifs,
funded by the wealth they
had accumulated abroad.
This transfer of capital in
the 19th century antici-
pated the mass movement
of money in the 20th cen-
tury, when oil-sodden Ar-
abs, Russian oligarchs, In-
dian trillionaires and Paki-
stani politicians with un-
explained cash denuded
their own countries’
wealth and transferred
that money to buy expen-
sive real estate in the UK
Two half-Indian sisters —
Marina Wheeler and
Shirin Wheeler — talked
about the biographies
they had written of their
Indo-British parents. The
theme chosen for this
year’s KSLF, ‘Healing the
World’, addressed the
need to repair our frac-
tured planet — socially,
and environmentally.

No session illustrated
this better than the pre-
sentation by Robert
Seatter, a BBC broad-
caster/ poet. His talk, The
Cello and the Nightingale,
took the audience back to
the early, now forgotten,
days of radio. He de-
scribed how, in the 1920s,
a young British cellist sat
in a garden and practised
her cello. Suddenly a
nightingale joined in, trill-
ing. This duet continued
for weeks. She wrote to
the then head of the BBC
and suggested that it
might like recording this
impromptu concert.

After some initial re-
luctance, the BBC tech-
nicians were allowed to
set up their equipment in
the garden. The lady be-
gan playing her cello.
For about half an hour,
there was radio silence.
Then, suddenly, the
nightingale joined in.
Nature and mankind

were in spontaneous
harmony.

Uplifting accounts
like these made one for-
get that there are ugly
human realities, like gen-
eral elections. One of the
speakers — S.Y. Quraishi
— had served as the 17th
Indian chief election
commissioner. He spoke
on India’s Festival of De-
mocracy; timely, as the
general elections were
underway in India. The
audience was told that
2024 is election year, with
64 countries holding
elections (except China,
which held them last
year).

In the UK, PM Rishi
Sunak sprang a surprise
by announcing a general
election on July 4. The
British have a choice be-
tween two S’s — Sunak
and Starmer. Sunak came
into 10 Downing Street
through the back door.
Starmer has been waiting
on its front doorstep
since 2020.

In the US, Donald
Trump has no one but
himself to blame for be-
ing ousted the last time,
and for forfeiting the
White House this year.
Most leaders go from jail
to the presidency. He
might well be the first
president to take the
White House into the Jail
House. Some wit said that
American democracy of-
fered choices. Its weak-
ness was it offered only
two choices. Voters in the
US, and now the UK, are
both confronted by this
constricting disability.

Mercifully, within
the hallowed halls of
SOAS, discussions were
non-abrasive. If only the
accord that prevailed
within could radiate
throughout our war-
riddled planet. The
world’s unborn owe
much to the untiring
commitment of KSLF’s
organisers — the inde-
fatigable Niloufer
Bilimoria and
Khushwant Singh’s
Rahul — to save our fi-
nite earth from our infi-
nite idiocies.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Aijaz A. Nizamani

Wheat is the most impor-
tant grain for Pakistani
consumers, with, on av-
erage, over 50 per cent
of their caloric dietary in-
take provided by the
crop. The crop is equally
important for farmers,
with over half of all agri-
cultural land dedicated
to wheat during the Rabi
season. We have re-
cently seen the social
and political conse-
quences of the
government’s wheat
procurement policy go-
ing wrong. The crisis of-
fers many important les-
sons which must not be
wasted. The biggest one
is that the prevalent sys-
tem of promising a mini-
mum support price does
not work.

For context, the of-
ficial wheat procurement
price was fixed at
Rs4,000 per 40
kilogrammes in 2022, but
farmers got at least 10pc
above this rate in both
2022 and 2023 because
international prices were
higher compared to the
Pakistani market due to
inflation and the Ukraine
war. The farmers were ju-
bilant, but consumers
paid a heavy price. This
year, the tables turned:
wheat could, at one
point, be imported for
Rs65 per kg, far less than
the support price of
nearly Rs100 per kg.
Much blame has been
traded over who is re-
sponsible for the unsold
stock of Pakistani farm-
ers’ produce.

Ex-caretaker PM
Anwaarul-Haq-Kakar
defended himself by ar-
guing that the entire im-
port was done by the pri-
vate sector and did not
involve a single rupee
being spent from the
treasury. More surpris-
ing was the revelation
that imports continued
during the current gov-
ernment: when harvest-
ing started in Sindh in
the last week of March,
at least seven ships were
waiting to be offloaded

at Karachi’s ports. Once
the Ukraine war ends,
prices may come down
further to Rs50 per kg,
and with the rupee im-
proving against the dol-
lar, the private sector will
push for a liberal import
policy with the rational
argument that consum-
ers should not be forced
to pay double the
amount for something
available at half the rate
in the international mar-
ket.

Food security and,
more importantly, the
wheat market are not
things that can be left to
the mercy of market
forces. Many advanced
economies, while advo-
cating free market capi-
talism, make sure that
their food production
and distribution policies
won’t cause wild swings
in food prices. They pro-
vide production subsi-
dies to farmers but leave
the market to its own de-
vices. To balance the
equation, vulnerable
households are provided
cash support to help
them purchase food.
This policy generally
works well for both pro-
ducers and consumers.

The best our federal
and provincial govern-
ments can do is to come
up with a support mecha-
nism that involves direct
transfers to wheat farm-
ers and then let the mar-
ket prevail.

The question is:
what is the optimum level
of per-acre assistance,
and should there be a
ceiling? Here, it may be
helpful to explore inter-
national practices. Farm-
ers in the EU receive, on
average, 250 to 300 eu-
ros per acre, with no ceil-
ing or payment limit. Pa-
kistan, of course, cannot
afford such a blanket
subsidy. As a student of
agricultural economics, I
propose a symbolic fig-
ure of Rs10,000 per acre,
with equal contributions
from the federal and pro-
vincial governments.

There also needs to
be a ceiling. A farmer may
have grown over 100

acres of wheat but, un-
der this arrangement,
should be entitled to
maximum support for
only 10 acres, which
means capping support
at Rs100,000 per farmer.
This should be enough
to achieve the policy ob-
jectives of ensuring suf-
ficient area is under cul-
tivation, will not burden
the treasury too much,
and benefit small farm-
ers.

However, before
implementing such a
policy, measures must be
in place to prevent fraud
and abuse. This support
should be managed
through a tech platform
that uses satellite imag-
ery of cultivated land
that is verified through
Form 7 of the revenue
record. The funds should
be directly deposited
into the farmers’ ac-
counts, ideally before
the crop is harvested. As
a positive side effect, the
policy will encourage the
updating of land
records. In some cases,
land records are still in
the name of previous
owners, or even great
grandparents. This issue
must be addressed if Pa-
kistan is to progress to-
wards a digital economy.

It is believed that of
the 22 million acres of
area dedicated to the
wheat crop, an area of
around 10m acres may
qualify for such support.
This would cost around
Rs100 billion to both
federal and provincial
governments, which is
far less than what gov-
ernments currently
waste on wheat procure-
ment. Once this support
mechanism is in place,
wheat should be subject
to a liberal import-export
regime. Wheat farmers
will adjust accordingly,
as poultry farmers, rice
growers and producers
of other agri commodi-
ties already do. This shift
could lead to a more
stable and prosperous
wheat industry, benefit-
ing both farmers and
consumers.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

A representative delegation of Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industries
calls on Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Faisal Karim Kundi at Governor
House Peshawar.

Govt’s reform measures start
yielding results with reduced

inflation, public debt: PM
PM invites China’s NORINCO firm to invest in KCR

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday said the
reform measures taken by
his government had already
started yielding results in
the form of successfully
tapered food inflation,
reduced current account
deficit and public debt
down to a more sustainable
level.

The prime minister,
talking to Chairman of
China Export-Import Bank
(EXIM) Dr. Wu Fulin here,
highlighted his
government’s reform
agenda focused on
governance, taxation, and
ease of doing business to
attract Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI).

He appreciated the
EXIM Bank’s continued
support for the
modernization of
industries,agriculture and
IT sectors of Pakistan.

He also discussed the
possible role of the China

EXIM Bank in financing
Pakistan-China joint
venture projects and trade
financing as part of efforts
to boost Pakistan’s exports
to international markets.

The EXIM Bank
chairman underscored the
critical role of economic
and financial cooperation
under CPEC phase II and
China EXIM Bank’s
strategic partnership with
Pakistan and support to
advance sustainable
development under the
concept of ‘shared
prosperity’.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday invited the
China Northern Industry
Corporation (NORINCO)
to invest in Pakistan’s
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
infrastructure project,
particularly the Karachi
Circular Railway.

The prime minister,
talking to NORINCO
Chairman, highlighted that

the government was taking
measures to bring ease of
doing business and had
established the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) for the
purpose.

He said that China
and Pakistan enjoyed
cordial and time-tested
friendly relations which
were strengthening with
the passage of time.

The NORINCO
chairman particularly
mentioned Punjab and
Pakistan Speed, referring
to the swift completion of
development projects
during Shehbaz Sharif’s
s t in t  as  Punjab  ch ief
min is ter ,  and  a l so
ap preci a ted  h im for
en sur ing  p ro j ect s’
qu al i ty  un der  h is
supervision.

The company head
recalled that under Shehbaz
Sharif’s supervision, the
Lahore Orange Line project
was completed timely.

Aamir Ibrahim says

Pakistan: A digital goldmine
for  foreign investors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan, with over 192
million cellular mobile
subscribers and 133 million
mobile broadband users, is
rapidly becoming a prime
destination for foreign
investment, particularly in
the technology sector said
Aamir Ibrahim, CEO of
Jazz,.

Addressing investors
from different parts of the
world at the VEON Capital
Markets Day 2024 in
Dubai he said, the average
monthly data usage per
subscriber is nearly 9 GB,
reflecting a highly engaged
user base.

The country’s fintech
landscape, he said, is also
burgeoning, with around

115 million mobile wallets
in use. Coupled with an
emerging, youthful, and
tech-savvy population,
Pakistan presents a
compelling opportunity for
investors looking to tap
into a dynamic and growing
market, said a news release.

Citing examples from
Jazz, Aamir informed the
audience that it took three
decades to reach 72 million
cellular mobile customers,
but just five years to serve
67 million users monthly
across all its digital
platforms. The major ones
include Pakistan’s leading
fintech, JazzCash; the
country’s largest OTT
platform, Tamasha; the
largest onshore cloud and

cybersecurity platform,
Garaj; and the largest local
lifestyle app, SIMOSA.

Despite significant
progress, he said, that over
100 million adults remain
unbanked, and mobile
broadband penetration is
only around 55%. This
highlights the vast
potential for economic
growth and social progress
by closing this digital
divide.

“As Pakistan’s
leading digital operator,
with investments exceeding
US$10.6 billion since
inception, Jazz is
strategically positioned to
be a key driver of the
country’s digital
transformation,” he said.

Aleem apprises Chinese
investors about business
prospects in Pak economy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Privatization
and Board of Investment
Abdul Aleem Khan on
Thursday said that the
government had introduced
special measures like ease
of doing business and a
one-stop-shop to facilitate
foreign as well as local
investors to attract
investment and promote
joint ventures in the
country.

Abdul Aleem Khan
along with Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan held a meeting with

the Chairman of the
Chinese Group of
Companies Li Qiwang in
Beijing and apprised him
that the investment process
in Pakistan for domestic
and foreign investors is
being made easier, said a
press release. Abdul Aleem
Khan said that special
incentives and facilities for
investment from China in
Pakistan will also be given,
including special economic
zones, maximum facilities
at ports and special
banking packages for
import and export.

SIALKOT: H.E. MR. Rahmat Hindiarta Kusuma
Charge’D Affaires, Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia addressing to  Business Community at
Chamber of Commerce.

Minister says:
Govt. strategy ensured
transparency in wheat
procurement process
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister
for Food,  Zahir  Shah
Toru Thursday said the
government has procured
high quali ty wheat
adopting a flawless and
corrup tion free
purchasing procedure.

He expressed these
views in a meeting on the
complet ion  of wheat
procurement target 2024.
The meeting was also
attended by Advisor on
Information and Public
Relations Barrister Dr.
Muhammad Ali  Saif ,
Secretary  Food,  Zarif
Al-Maani, Director of
Food, Yasir Hassan and
other relevant officials.

The meet ing was
told that  Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a
government introduced
onl ine  app l icat ion  to
ensure transparency and
effic iency in  wheat
procurement.  Local
farmers of KP and other
provinces  were
registered through the
app  and wheat  was
procured on a first-come
and first-served basis.
The meet ing was
informed that  22
procurement  centers
across the province were
monitored  through
CCTV cameras and  a
five-member committee
was formed to assess the
quality of wheat.

OGRA organizes seminar
on “Navigating the Future

of LNG in Pakistan”
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) successfully
hosted an insightful
seminar titled “Navigating
the Future of LNG in
Pakistan,” bringing
together key stakeholders,
policymakers, and industry
leaders from the LNG
sector.

The seminar aimed at
knowledge sharing and
unlocking the potential of
LNG in Pakistan,
especially in the context of
depleting indigenous
natural gas reserves.

The historical
significance of natural gas
in Pakistan’s energy mix
and the benefits of LNG as
a cleaner alternative with a
lower carbon footprint,
reducing SOx and NOx,
were central themes.

The Chairman of

OGRA, Masroor Khan,
welcomed all guests,
particularly those from the
industry. He assured
attendees of OGRA’s
robust regulatory
framework designed to
support the LNG industry
while respecting individual
rights and protecting
consumers. Member (Oil),
Zain-ul-Abideen Qureshi,
in his opening address,
underscored the vast
opportunities for new
LNG project developers
and highlighted the critical
role of existing terminal
operators in enhancing
Pakistan’s energy
infrastructure. He
reaffirmed OGRA’s
commitment to fostering a
supportiv e  r e g u l a t o r y
e n v i r o n m e n t  t o
a t t r a c t  i n v e s t m e n t
a n d  d r i v e  i n n o v a t io n
i n  t h e  LNG sector.

Indonesian embassy
officials in Pakistan

visit SCCI
SIALKOT (APP): The
Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) extended a warm
welcome to Chargé
D’affaires Rahmat
Hindiarta Kusuma and
First Secretary of Political
Affairs Ferry J.
Murdiansyah from the
Indonesian Embassy in
Pakistan.

Their visit was aimed
to bolster engagement with
the Sialkot business
community and explore
avenues for enhanced trade
collaboration between

Pakistan and Indonesia.
In his welcome

address, Senior Vice
President (SVP) SCCI
Wahub Jahangir
underscored the
longstanding historical
and cultural ties between
the two nations.

He emphasised the
importance of forging
connections between the
Indonesian private sector
and Sialkot’s businessmen,
noting the potential for
Indonesian companies to
procure high-quality
Pakistani products.

Rupee sheds
09 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Rupee on
Thursday witnessed a
devaluation of 09 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and closed
at Rs 278.39 against the
previous day’s closing at Rs
278.30. According to the
Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the Dollar
in the open market,
however, were Rs 277.25
and Rs 279.9 respectively.
The price of the Euro
increased by 09 paisa to
close at Rs 302.72 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
302.63, according to the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

PTA conducts
raid against

illegal issuance
of SIMs in
DG Khan

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
P a k i s t a n
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Authority (PTA) Zonal
Office, Lahore, in close
collaboration with the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Cyber Crime
Circle, conducted a
successful raid against
franchisee of Telenor located
on Jampur Road, DG Khan.
The franchisee was found to
be involved in the illegal
issuance of SIMs, said a
news release. During the raid,
17 BVS devices, 1 laptop,
360 active SIMs and 1000
scanned soft images of
finger/thumb impressions
from laptops were seized as
evidence. Two persons were
apprehended on the
premises by the FIA, which
is currently investigating the
matter further.
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Yemen clashes kill 18 fighters in
fresh flare-up: military officials

Putin says Russia could
use nuclear weapons,

‘if threatened’

Slovenia, too,
recognises

Palestine state
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: Slovenia has fol-
lowed suit of Spain, Ireland
and Norway by recognising
the state of Palestine,
breaking with the long-held
view of Western powers
that Palestinians can gain
statehood “only as part of
a negotiated peace with Is-
rael”. With the latest addi-
tion, 146 of the 193 UN
member states now
recognise a Palestinian state
including most Middle East-
ern, African, Latin American
and Asian countries. In
April, the US used its veto
at the UNSC to prevent a
Palestinian bid to become
a full UN member state.

Modi readies for third
term as India’s PM

after securing coalition

Monitoring Desk
ST PETERSBURG: Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin cau-
tioned the West on
Wednesday that Russia
could use all available
means, including nuclear
weapons, to defend itself
if its sovereignty or terri-
torial integrity were
threatened.

Putin said that the
West had repeatedly ac-
cused Russia of nuclear sa-
bre-rattling, but said this
was wrong, and pointed
out that it was the United
States which had used
nuclear weapons against
Japan in World War Two.

Putin was speaking to
senior editors of foreign
news agencies on the side-
lines of the Saint Peters-
burg International Eco-
nomic Forum. He said that

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: At least 18 com-
batants have been killed in
battles between Yemeni
government forces and Iran-
backed Huthi rebels in the
country’s southwest, two
military officials told AFP
on Thursday.

The clashes on
Wednesday were triggered
by a Huthi attack on a front-
line area between govern-
ment-controlled parts of
Lahij governorate and
Huthi-run parts of Taez
province, said Mohammed
al-Naqib, a spokesperson
for the Southern Transi-
tional Council, a separatist

group allied with the gov-
ernment.

The attack came de-
spite a lull in fighting that
has largely held since the
expiry of a six-month truce
brokered by the United
Nations in April 2022.
Yemeni government “forces
succeeded in repelling the
attack, but five soldiers
were martyred and others
wounded”, Naqib told AFP.

A Huthi military offi-
cial in Taez told AFP that
13 rebels, including a senior
commander, were also killed
in the fighting. Yemen’s in-
ternationally-recognised
government condemned the

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was preparing on Thurs-
day to be sworn in for a
third term after an unex-
pectedly close election that
forced his party into a coa-
lition government.

Modi’s Hindu-nation-
alist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), which had ruled for
the past decade with an
outright majority, had been
expecting another landslide
win.

But results of the six-
week election released on

Tuesday ran counter to exit
polls, seeing the BJP lose
its majority and sending it
into quick-fire talks to lock
in a 15-member coalition
that would allow it to gov-
ern.

That grouping — the
National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) coalition —
announced late on Wednes-
day that they had agreed to
form a government.

“We all unanimously
choose respected NDA
leader Narendra Modi as
our leader,” a BJP-issued
alliance statement said.

Russia’s nuclear doctrine
permits nuclear weapons
to be used in response to a
number of threats.

“For some reason, the
West believes that Russia
will never use it,” Putin
said. “We have a nuclear
doctrine, look what it says.
If someone’s actions
threaten our sovereignty
and territorial integrity, we
consider it possible for us
to use all means at our dis-
posal. This should not be
taken lightly, superfi-
cially.”

In reply to a question
about the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan, the
Russian president said
Moscow should “build
up” relations with it.

“We have always be-
lieved that we need to deal
with reality. The Taliban

are in power in Afghani-
stan… We have to build up
relations with the Taliban
government.”

Putin’s comments
came hours after a Taliban
delegation arrived in St Pe-
tersburg to attend the eco-
nomic forum.

Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov had said
last week that Moscow
planned to take the Taliban
off its list of banned ter-
rorist organizations, nearly
three years after the group
seized power from a US-
backed government.

“They are the real
power” in Afghanistan,
Lavrov said at the time,
speaking during a visit by
Putin to Uzbekistan. The
Taliban were designated a
terrorist organisation by
Moscow in 2003.

Huthi offensive as a
“treacherous attack”.

In a statement on so-
cial media platform X on
Wednesday, Information
Minister Moammar al-
Eryani said the counterat-
tack by Yemeni govern-
ment forces “inflicted
heavy losses on (Huthi)
militia members”, without
specifying a toll. While
hostilities have remained
low, sporadic fighting has
occasionally flared in parts
of the country. In April, a
surprise Huthi attack killed
11 fighters loyal to the
Yemeni government in
Lahij province.

Palestinians inspect the site of an Israeli strike on a UNRWA school shelter-
ing displaced people, amid the Israel-Hamas conflict, in Nuseirat refugee
camp in the central Gaza Strip.

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, Queen
Camilla, Britain's King Charles, President of
France Emmanuel Macron and his wife Brigitte
Macron attend the UK national commemorative
event for the 80th anniversary of D-Day, held at the
British Normandy Memorial in Ver-sur-Mer,
Normandy, France.

Gaza officials say 40
killed in Israeli strike

on Nuseirat school

Ukraine hits Russian oil facilities
as President Zelenskyy joins

leaders at D-Day events in France

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: The director
of the Hamas-run
Gaza government me-
dia office Ismail Al-
Thawabta and a Gaza
health ministry offi-
cial told Reuters on
Thursday 40 people
were killed and 73
were wounded in an
Israeli attack on the
Nuseirat school in the
Gaza Strip.

The two officials
added that 14 children
and 9 women were
killed in the strike.

Earlier, UNRWA

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Ukrainian
drones struck an oil refin-
ery and a fuel depot in Rus-
sian border regions, officials
in the targeted areas said
Thursday, in Kyiv’s ongo-
ing effort to disrupt the
Kremlin’s war machine and
as Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
sought further Western
support in Europe’s biggest
conflict since World War II.

Zelenskyy was due to
join world leaders, includ-
ing U.S. President Joe
Biden, at D-Day com-
memorations in France on
Thursday. On Friday, he
was due to meet with
French officials.

Zelenskyy’s trip
came a day after Russian
President Vladimir Putin
warned that Russia could
provide long-range weap-
ons to other countries so
that they could strike West-
ern targets.

That threat came after
NATO allies said they
would allow Ukraine to use
weapons they deliver to
Kyiv to attack Russian ter-
ritory.

Ukraine’s army is
fighting to hold back a re-
cent Russian push in east-
ern areas that seeks to ex-
ploit Kyiv’s shortages of
ammunition and troops
along the roughly 1,000-ki-

lometer (620-mile) front
line after more than two
years of war.

Dmitry Medvedev,
deputy head of Russia’s
Security Council, said that
Putin’s comments Wednes-
day in St. Petersburg, Rus-
sia, amounted to “a quite
significant shift in our for-
eign policy.”

“Let the U.S. and its
allies feel the impact of di-
rect use of Russian weap-
ons by others,” Medvedev
wrote on his messaging app
channel.

Putin deliberately
didn’t name potential re-
cipient countries of Russian
weapons, Medvedev said.
They could go to anyone
who considers the U.S. and
its allies their enemies, he
said.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Thurs-
day the use of Western
weapons against Russia
“can’t be left without con-
sequences, and those con-
sequences will certainly fol-
low.”

Putin claimed that us-
ing some Western-supplied
weapons involves military
personnel of those coun-
tries controlling the missiles
and selecting targets, and
therefore he said that Mos-
cow could take “asym-
metrical” steps elsewhere
in the world.

communications di-
rector Juliette
Touma told Reuters
that the number of
those reported killed
in the Israeli offen-
sive on the Nuseirat
school was between
35 and 45, adding
the number could not
be confirmed at this
stage.

The Israeli mili-
tary said it assessed
that there were 20-30
fighters located in the
United Nations Pal-
estinian refugee
agency school.

Japan lawmakers probe
UFO security ‘threat’
Monitoring Desk

TOKYO: UFO sightings
should not be dismissed
out of hand because they
could in fact be surveil-
lance drones or weapons,
say Japanese lawmakers
who launched a group on
Thursday to probe the
matter.

The non-partisan
group,  which counts
former defence ministers

among its 80-plus mem-
bers, will urge Japan to
ramp up its abilities to de-
tect and analyse unidenti-
fied anomalous phenom-
ena (UAP), more com-
monly known as UFOs.
Although the phenomenon
is often associated with
little green men in the
popular imagination, it
has become a hot political
topic in the United States.

IAEA board
passes resolution

against Iran
Monitoring Desk

VIENNA: The UN
nuclear watchdog’s 35-na-
tion board of governors
passed a resolution on
Wednesday calling on Iran
to step up cooperation
with the watchdog and re-
verse its recent barring of
inspectors, despite con-
cerns Tehran would re-
spond with atomic esca-
lation.

Twenty countries
voted in favour and two
against — Russia and
China — with 12 absten-
tions. It follows up on the
last resolution 18 months
ago that asked Iran to com-
ply with a years-long In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) investiga-
tion into uranium traces
found at undeclared sites.

“The need for the
board to hold Iran ac-
countable to its legal obli-
gations is long overdue.
Iran must urgently, fully
and unambiguously coop-
erate with the agency,”
Britain, France and Ger-
many said in a statement
on the resolution they
proposed.

Afghan Consul General in Peshawar Hafiz Muhibullah Shakir calls on
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Faisal Karim Kundi at Governor House.

Afghan delegation
discusses issues
with Governor

PESHAWAR (APP): An
Afghan delegation headed
by Afghan Consul General
in Peshawar, Hafiz Muhib
Ullah Shakil called on
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi on Thursday
and discussed with him
matters relating the various
issues faced by the
Afghanis here.

A statement from the
Governor House said the
delegation and governor

talked about removing
obstacles in obtaining visas
for Afghan students and
easing the trade crossing on
the border.

Both sides also
discussed the allocation of
special seats for Afghan
students in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa universities
and the extension in the
expiry date of Afghan
identity cards issued by
Pakistan.

The governor on the

occasion said Afghanistan
was a brotherly
neighboring country and its
prosperity and
development were prime
desires. “The cultural and
traditional values of the
people of Pakistan and
Afghanistan were the same
adding that Afghans were
our brothers.

 and we welcomed
them into our country from
the bottom of our hearts”,
he added.

Former Governor KP calls
on CM KP, discusses
socio-economic issues

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur has held out
assurance of removing
difficulties faced by local
government representatives
and will create a favorable
environment for the
business community to
encourage mutual
cooperation for economic
development of the
province.

He expressed these
views during a meeting
with former governor KP,
Haji Ghulam Ali and
Mayor Peshawar Haji
Zubair Ali here Thursday.

During the meeting,

the former governor and
Mayor Peshawar briefed
the Chief Minister about
the socio-economic
situations in the province,
especially Peshawar.

Haji Zubair Ali
informed about the steps
being taken by the city
metropolitan government
to alleviate the public
problems despite severe
shortage of funds.

He said that the
provincial government
should patronize the
elected local body
representatives so that the
basic problems of the
people can be solved at
their doorsteps.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health and
Emergency Services Salman Raifque enquiring
about the health of Punjabi Poet Tajamul Kaleem.

Rawalpindi E-Bus
service to be functional
next year: Bilal Akbar

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The E-Bus service in
Rawalpindi will be
functional next year. The
projects aims to resolve
commuting issues being
faced by the citizens.
There will be six routes
including, one from Taxila,
Wah Cantt, IJ Principal
Road to Octori 26, and
another connecting
Daultala with Rawalpindi.
Maintenance work on
Metrobus tracks will be
carried out from June to
December this year.

This was disclosed by

Provincial Transport
Minister, Bilal Akbar Khan
during a press conference
here on Thursday. He
informed that he was
regularly paying visits to
Rawalpindi on the special
instructions from Chief
Minister Mariam Nawaz
Sharif to solve prevailing
issues of transportation
and traffic management in
the city. He said that
consultation with the
members of the national
and provincial assemblies
was also underway in that
regard.

Govt to give subsidies
for transport, food,

agri sectors in budget
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Finance Minister Mujtaba
Shuja-ur-Rehman met US
Consul General Christine
Hackens here on Thursday
and discussed with her
reforms in transport, food
and agriculture sectors.

He told the US envoy
that in the upcoming
budget, subsidies would be
given for transport, food,
and agriculture sectors.
P u b l i c - p r i v a t e
partnerships would be
utilised to ensure quality
education in government
schools. The government’s
focus would primarily
remain on education,
healthcare, agriculture, and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
conservation sectors.
Efforts will be made to
provide modern teaching

equipment to students and
alleviate travel difficulties.

He said investment
would be made in solar
systems to reduce
electricity bills, and private
sector investment would be
encouraged for mega
projects. The minister said
there would be no increase
in taxes burdening the poor
in the budget.

The provincial
minister informed the
consul general that the
Punjab government would
not impose any tax on net
wealth.

 Instead of increasing
property tax rates, changes
would be made in the tax
base, he added. A
reasonable increase in
property tax rates was
proposed after five years.

LAHORE: American Consul General Kristin K
Hawkins meeting with Punjab Minister for
Finance Mujataba Shuja ur Rehman.

In-laws allegedly kill
woman by setting her on

fire; IGP takes notice
M U Z A F A R G A R H
(APP): The in-laws
allegedly killed the married
woman by setting her
ablaze in the jurisdiction of
Jatoi police station.

According to a police
spokesman, the incident
took place last night in Basti
Bulaili Mouza Jungle Tehsil
Jatoi, in which the in-laws
allegedly poured petrol
over the married woman,
Samina Bibi, and set her on
fire after subjecting her to
severe torture.

Police have registered
a case against the woman’s
husband, father-in-law, and
three brothers-in-law. It
has been reported that
Samina Bibi had been
married for two years, and
there were frequent
disputes in the house.

The victim’s family
blamed the in-laws for

torturing and burning her
to death.

Inspector General of
Police Punjab, Dr. Usman
Anwar, has taken notice of
the incident and sought a
report from the Regional
Police Officer (RPO) DG
Khan division. He directed
the District Police Officer
(DPO) Muzaffargarh to
oversee the investigation
p er so n a l ly. “Vio len ce
against women is
intolerable, and those
responsible for setting the
woman on fire must be
arrested immediately.

Police started raids for
the arrest of the accused,”
he emphasized.

Meanwhile, Jatoi
police registered a case
against the accused on the
application of the woman’s
brother, namely Wajid
Iqbal.

ANF recovers
373 kg drugs in

7 operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
seven operations across
the country managed to
recover 373 kg drugs and
arrested 15 accused, said an
ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Thursday.

He informed that 117
kg hashish and 36 kg opium
were recovered from three
suspects arrested near M-
1, Attock.

121.2 kg hashish and
26.4 kg opium were
recovered from five
accused netted in
Faisalabad.

In two operations
near M-1 Islamabad, 31.2
kg hashish was recovered
from five suspects.

SHC allows
court’s

proceedings
reporting

KARACHI (Online): Sindh
High Court (SHC) has
allowed the  court reporters
all over the country to
conduct court’s reporting on
the petition of PFUJ. The
court remarked Supreme
Court’s guidelines and the
respective laws be kept in
view during court’s reporting.
The guidelines issued by
Supreme Court (SC) for
reporting court’s proceedings
be implemented. PEMRA
can take action  on violation
of SC guidelines.

Two shot
dead in Swabi

PESHAWAR (APP): At
least two people were
killed when unknown
armed men fired at them in
Kala Kandao area of Swabi
district, police informed
on Thursday.

Police said two men
identified as Ishtiaq and
Asim were on their way to
market on a motorcycle
when they were fired at in
Kala Kandao.

The assailants
escaped the area after
committing the crime while
police shifted both bodies
to a hospital for post-
mortem. Police said the
incident resulted from an
old enmity between the
two families adding that
investigation.

Rescue
1122 mock

exercise held
SIALKOT (APP):
Rescue 1122 conducted a
joint mock exercise with
the district
administration to deal
with the flood situation in
Marala Ravi Link Canal at
Sahuwala.

According to rescue
spokesperson, on the
special instructions of
Secretary Punjab
Emergency Service Dr.
Rizwan Naseer,Rescue
1122, under the leadership
of District Emergency
Officer (DEO) Engineer
Naveed Iqbal, conducted
the exercise.

KP Minister lauds role of
MTRA in prevention of illegal
human organ transplantation

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Health Min-
ister Syed Qasim Ali Shah
on Thursday lauded the role
of the Medical Transplan-
tation Regulatory Author-
ity (MTRA) in the preven-
tion of illegal human organ
transplantation activities in
the province.

Addressing a cer-
emony on the occasion of
World Transplant Day
here, he said that the au-
thority has started registra-
tion of transplant hospitals
having international stan-
dard facilities.

He also appreciated
the cooperation of police
and Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) in curbing il-
legal transplantation in the
province, adding that with
the cooperation of the po-
lice and FIA, the authority
has been able to stop illegal
organ transplants and organ
sales. He said that at
present the trend of kidney
and liver transplants was
increasing, noting that kid-
ney failure occurs mainly
due to diabetes and high
blood pressure for which
timely diagnosis and treat-
ment were imperative.
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BEIJING: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar witnesses the signing ceremony of MoUs between the Board of
Investment and several Chinese entities.

KARACHI: Managing Director of Pakistan Solu-
tions, Abdul Jalil along with others addresses to
media persons during press conference held at
Karachi press club. HYDERABAD: Activists of Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

are holding protest demonstration for release of
PTI Founder Imran Khan, at Hyderabad press club.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the members of the Gilgit-Baltistan Council calls on President Asif Ali
Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

BEIJING: Chairman China International Develop-
ment Cooperation Agency Luo Zhaohui calls on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

LAHORE: Members of Baloch Students Council
Punjab are holding protest demonstration against
enforced disappearance of students and demand-
ing their recovery, at Lahore press club.

LARKANA: Activists of Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz
(JSQM) are holding protest demonstration against
the Bahria Town Project, at Jinnah Bagh in Larkana.

Investment in Gilgit-Baltistan, vital to
bring economic prosperity: President

PM Shehbaz’s ongoing visit proves
to be milestone in development of
Pak-China relations: Ahsan Iqbal

PM, CIDCA chairman
discuss promotion of Pak,

China pragmatic cooperation

Ishaq Dar says:
Wrote a new chapter of Pak-China

cooperation in Shenzhen; will
reciprocate model in Pakistan

Pak, Türkiye & Indonesia
call for united action to

combat rising Islamophobia

PM vows to follow
Chinese model of success

Pak, Japan ink grant
worth $ 2.1m for HR

development scholarships

Masood congratulates US
govt, people for joining
cricket-loving nations

PM visits
Zhongguancun
Science Park

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Thurs-
day visited Zhongguancun
Science Park, China’s Sili-
con Valley in the outskirts
of Beijing.

He was accompanied
by Deputy Prime Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
other members of the en-
tourage.

The prime minister
was briefed on China’s tech
start-ups culture and the
innovative environment and
cutting-edge research taking
place in the Science Park.
The discussions focused on
potential collaboration and
partnerships in tech start-
ups, R&D centers, and digi-
tal infrastructure.

The prime minister
appreciated the scientific
and technological advance-
ment in China and high-
lighted the immense poten-
tial for cooperation between
Pakistan and China which
can boost technological
progress and innovation in
Pakistan.

PPP, PML-N and
MQM are by product

of form 47: Hafiz Naeem
Sheikh Rashid urges COAS

for general amnesty for
Adiala prisoners on Eid

Sarim Burney
handed over

to FIA on two
days physical

remand
KARACHI (APP): A local
court on Thursday granted a
two-day physical remand of
Sarim Burney to the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
on charges of human smug-
gling. Investigation Officer
Chaudhry Bilal produced
Burney before Judicial Mag-
istrate Khaleeq Zaman, a day
after his arrest on charges of
alleged human trafficking. He
requested the court to order
the social worker’s 14-day
physical remand in police
custody.

The magistrate, after
hearing the arguments,
handed over the accused to
FIA on a two-day remand
with a direction to produce
him on completion of the re-
mand. Meanwhile, the court
rejected Burney’s request to
discharge him from the case.
According to FIA, the so-
cial worker was arrested on
charges of human traffick-
ing which includes smug-
gling and illegally sending
children to the US after
American authorities filed a
complaint against him.

Two ordinances
laid in National

Assembly
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Assembly on
Thursday witnessed pre-
sentation of two ordinances
in the House which were
referred to the relevant com-
mittees for further delibera-
tion.

Minister for Law and
Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar
laid the Elections (Amend-
ment) Ordinance 2024 and
the National Accountabil-
ity (Amendment) Ordi-
nance 2024 in the House.

Opposition lawmaker
Ali Gohar Khan objected
over the presentation of
these ordinances and Min-
ister for Law and Justice
responded to it, saying that
Ordinance is laid before the
Houses (National Assem-
bly or Senate) soon after
the start of the proceedings
of either House.

Change of
tribunal case:
EC adjourns

hearing
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission (EC)
has adjourned hearing of
case pertaining to change of
tribunal set up in  connec-
tion with the constituencies
in federal capital.

A 4-member commis-
sion  headed over by Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) took up the matter
for hearing Thursday.

Counsels for MNAs
of PML-N appeared before
EC.

The counsels for PTI
backed candidates from
three constituencies also
appeared in EC.

Counsel for PTI told
the court the case is run-
ning in Islamabad High
Court (IHC). Hearing be
adjourned for some time.

NA Speaker
announces

six-member
panel of

chairpersons
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Speaker National As-
sembly, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
on Thursday announced a
six-member panel of chair-
persons for conducting the
proceedings of the House
in the absence of the
Speaker and Deputy
Speaker. The Speaker, in
pursuance of sub-rule one
of Rule 13 of Rules of Pro-
cedure and Conduct of Busi-
ness in the National Assem-
bly, announced that Tahir
Iqbal, Syeda Shehla Raza,
Romina Khurshid Alam,
Syed Amin ul Haque,
Shahida Begum and Riaz
Fatyana would conduct the
proceedings of Lower
House of the Parliament in
the absence of Speaker and
Deputy Speaker.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
P res iden t  Asi f  Al i
Zardari  on Thursday,
stressing the need for a
focus on the socio-eco-
nomic uplift of Gilgit-
Baltistan, said that in-
vestment in GB would
bring economic prosper-
ity there.

The president  ex-
pressed these  views
while talking to members
of the GB Council, who
called on him, at Aiwan-
e-Sadr.

Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairs and GB,
Engineer Amir Muqam,
GB Chief Min ister
Gulbar Khan, members
of the GB Council, and

senior government offi-
cials attended the meet-
ing.

The delegation ap-
pri sed the p res iden t
about the developmental
and financial require-
ments of GB.

The president  as-
sured the delegation that
steps would be taken to
develop health, educa-
tion and road infrastruc-
ture to provide basic fa-
cilities to the people of
GB at their doorsteps.

He highlighted the
need to expand the air-
port in Gilgit, besides
finding new ways and
means for the GB’s de-
velopment.

He said that GB was
the gateway to China,
having immense vast eco-
nomic po ten t ial  that
needed to be fully capi-
tal ized  upon  for  the
people’s benefit.

President  Zardari
assured the delegation
that the issue of compen-
sation to the affectees of
the Diamer-Bhasha Dam
would be taken up at the
appropriate forum.

The delegation
members informed the
president that the dis-
continuation of the Sehat
Sahulat Programme was
causing problems as the
people of GB were un-
able to avail health insur-

ance services.
The president sug-

gested that  the Sehat
Sah u la t  P ro gramme
could be included in the
Benazi r  Income Sup-
port Programme so that
the people of GB could
avail of medical treat-
ment.

The delegation
members thanked Presi-
dent Zardari for taking
interest in the GB’s de-
velopment and the reso-
lution of its issues.

President  Zardari
assured the delegation of
his cooperation and sup-
port for addressing the
prob lems of the GB
people.

BEIJING (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives, Prof Ahsan Iqbal
Thursday said that the on-
going visit of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif to China
would prove to be a mile-
stone in the development of
Pakistan-China relations.

“This is the first offi-
cial visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to China af-
ter the establishment of
new government in Paki-
stan early this year and the
visit will prove to be a mile-
stone in the development of
Pakistan-China relations,”
he told APP.

He said that Pakistan
and China had laid the foun-
dation of historic project of
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) in
2013 and this pilot project
of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) has resulted in
significant social and eco-
nomic development in Pa-
kistan during the last 10

years. The minister pointed
out that a large number of
achievements have been
made particularly in the
energy sector, adding, more
than 8000 MW power
projects were constructed
while motorway and high-
ways were also built.

Similarly, we laid foun-
dation of information high-
way through fiber optic
cable and upgraded Gwadar
seaport as well as work was
initiated on construction of
special economic zones.

But unfortunately,
that momentum could not
be maintained between the
years 2018 and 2022 due
to some political changes,
Covid-19 pandemic and cli-
mate disaster in the coun-
try in the year 2022 which
caused a colossal loss to the
economy, he added.

Prof Ahsan Iqbal re-
marked that the present
government has resumed
work on the CPEC projects
with new vigor and commit-

ment adding, “Now we are
entering in the phase-2 of
the CPEC under which five
new corridors have been
identified as per consensus
reached between the lead-
ership of both the coun-
tries”.

These new corridors
include growth corridor,
livelihood corridor, innova-
tion corridor, green energy
corridor and open and in-
clusive regional develop-
ment corridor, he added.

He said in the second
phase, the government is
focusing to promote indus-
trial cooperation with China
through business-to-busi-
ness linkages.

In this regard, the Pa-
kistan-China Business
Conference was organized
in coastal city of Shenzhen
during first leg of the prime
minister’s visit to China
which was attended by
more than 350 entrepre-
neurs from both Pakistan
and China.

BEIJING (Online): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has vowed to follow the
Chinese model of success
for progress and prosper-
ity of Pakistan.

He was addressing
Pak-China Friendship and
Business reception in
Beijing Thursday. .

The Prime Minister
said China’s exemplary
growth in information tech-
nology, agriculture, indus-
try, space sciences and edu-
cation are a beacon of light
for us. He said China’s big-
gest success is that it has
provided all out facilities to
its people. It has invested
in its youth, modern tech-
niques in industry and agri-
culture.

Shehbaz Sharif said
China is world’s greatest

story of struggle, hard work
and untiring efforts, mak-
ing it a great country with-
out which the world can-
not proceed.

Speaking about Pak-
China friendship, he said
the friendship has no other
parallel in the world.

The Prime Minister
also expressed condolence
on behalf of the entire Pa-
kistani nation to the fami-
lies of Chinese nationals
killed in Bisham incident.
He said this was a nefari-
ous plan of enemies of Pak-
China friendship and
CPEC.

He said Pakistan con-
demns this dastardly act and
will ensure every humanly
possible effort to protect
each Chinese citizen across
the country.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Awami Muslim League
(AML) head Sheikh Rashid
has urged the Army Chief
and Director General of In-
ter-Services Intelligence to
grant a general amnesty to
the Adiala prisoners this Eid.

Talking to the media
after appearing in the
Islamabad district court on
Thursday said the courts
have become overcrowded
and the number of innocent
people in Adiala Jail is high.

Sheikh Rasheed men-
tioned that many poor
people are held in Adiala
Jail, where 500 people have
to appear in court in this
scorching heat.

The former minister
added that 80 to 90 per cent

of the detainees in Adiala
Jail are innocent.

He appealed for the
release of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) female activ-
ists Sanam Javed and Aliya
Hamza.

Sheikh Rashid empha-
sized that the respect of the
army is dearer to them than
their lives, but questioned
the message being sent by
these detentions.

Earlier, he appeared in
the District and Sessions
Courts but the hearing of
the case registered at Police
Station I-9 Islamabad re-
garding the Azadi March
was postponed until June
10 due to the unavailability
of Civil Judge Malik
Muhammad Imran.

BEIJING (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday met the Chair-
man of China International
Cooperation Agency
(CIDCA) Ambassador Luo
Zhaohui wherein they ex-
changed views on the
unique and enduring China-
Pakistan friendship and the
promotion of pragmatic
cooperation driven by com-
mon development, strate-
gic trust, and mutual ben-
efit.

The prime minister,
who arrived here Wednes-
day on the second leg of his
five-day China visit, appre-
ciated the robust support
of CIDCA for CPEC
projects and Pakistan’s so-
cioeconomic development,

particularly the establish-
ment of Pakistan-China
Friendship Hospital, the
Desalination Plant in
Gwadar, and the New
Gwadar International Air-
port.

Terming the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) as the hallmark
of ironclad friendship be-
tween Pakistan and China,
they noted that the Joint
Working Group on Socio-
economic Development
under the CPEC had
yielded positive results.

They also expressed
confidence that the momen-
tum would continue in the
CPEC phase II to improve
the lives and livelihoods of
the people.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Pakistan to
the United States Masood
Khan has extended his sin-
cere congratulations to the
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC), host nations USA
and West Indies, all partici-
pating teams, and devoted
fans on the monumental
event in the cricketing
world. “I believe this tour-
nament will showcase ex-
ceptional athleticism and
provide an exciting experi-
ence for cricket enthusiasts
worldwide,” the Ambassa-
dor said in his post on X.

Highlighting the role

of sports in uniting diverse
cultures and enhancing dip-
lomatic relations, he em-
phasized that sports serve
as a bridge bringing cultures,
nations, and individuals
closer, and have historically
been a vital tool in diplo-
macy. He also wished Pa-
kistan and the USA for an
exciting game of cricket.
Team Pakistan will be start-
ing its World Cup campaign
against the talented hosts,
the United States at Grand
Prairie Stadium, in Dallas
Texas where a large crowd
is expected to cheer for both
teams.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Governments of Pakistan
and Japan have signed a
landmark grant agreement
worth US$ 2.1 million to
bolster the Human Re-
source Development Schol-
arship Program (JDS) 2024.

In a ceremonial ex-
change of notes and signing
ceremony convened at the
Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs, Dr. Kazim Niaz, Sec-
retary of the Ministry of
Economic Affairs, and Mr.
Wada Mitsuhiro, Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Japan to
Pakistan, signed the record
of discussions and exchange
of notes, said a press re-
lease issued here.

Saeed Ashraf Siddiqi,
Joint Secretary represent-
ing the Ministry of Eco-
nomic Affairs, and Mr.
Naoaki Miyata, Chief Rep-
resentative of JICA Paki-
stan, signed the Grant
Agreement.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
from the ministry.

Japan, through JICA,
has extended this generous
grant to Pakistan, marking
the 7th installment of the
JDS project since its incep-
tion in 2018. This year, the
grant will provide seventeen
(17) scholarships for
Master’s programs and one
(1) for a PhD/Doctorate
program at prestigious uni-
versities in Japan for young
Federal Civil Service and
Ex-Cadre officers of Paki-
stan.

Since 2018, six (6)
batches, each comprising
around 18 participants,
have benefited from the
JDS scholarships.

This initiative has sig-
nificantly enhanced the ca-
pacity and performance of
young officers who play a
crucial role in the socio-eco-
nomic development of Pa-
kistan.

Additionally, Japan
frequently invites Pakistani
government officials to par-
ticipate in various short-
term training courses in Ja-
pan.

BEIJING (APP): Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar on
Thursday said that by hold-
ing the Pakistan-China
Business Forum in
Shenzhen, the government
had written a new chapter
of bilateral cooperation
and in the coming months,
the model would be recip-
rocated by inviting Chi-
nese companies to Paki-
stan.

The deputy prime
minister, in his address at
the 4th Pakistan-China
Friendship and Business
event here, said that the
hugely attended Business
Forum aimed at tangible,

targeted, substantive and
result-oriented economic
cooperation with a focus
on attracting and facilitat-
ing Chinese investments
in 13 export-oriented sec-
tors inside Pakistan.

He told the gathering
that Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor in China Ambassador
Khalil Hashmi and his
team successfully mobi-
lized over 400 Chinese
businesspersons and en-
trepreneurs who came to-
gether to network with
around 120 Pakistani
counterparts on a scale
that was unprecedented.

“I am confident they
have started a new jour-

ney of win-win partner-
ship and joint coopera-
tion. In the months ahead,
we will reciprocate this
model further and invite
Chinese companies to Pa-
kistan,” the deputy prime
minister remarked.

Calling the Friend-
ship and Business event
a “cherished tradition”
and the “essence of
friendship and mutual re-
spect”, Dar said that over
the years, the platform
had played a pivotal role
in bringing together lead-
ers, policymakers, busi-
ness executives, and entre-
preneurs from both coun-
tries.

NEW YORK (APP): Amid
a rising tide of anti-Muslim
hate, senior diplomats from
Pakistan, Türkiye and In-
donesia Wednesday reaf-
firmed their governments’
collective commitment to
combatting Islamophobia,
while also advocating peace,
tolerance, and inter-reli-
gious dialogue.

They were speaking at
an event co-hosted by the
consulates general of the
three Islamic countries at
the Turkish Consulate
General in New York.

In his remarks, the Con-
sul General of Pakistan,

Aamer Ahmad Atozai, em-
phasized Islam’s core prin-
ciples of moderation, plural-
ism, compassion and toler-
ance. He highlighted the mis-
representation of Islam by a
minority of extremists and
the worrying surge of
Islamophobia since 9/11, en-
compassing hate speech, vio-
lence, and institutional dis-
crimination against Muslims.
Atozai also underscored
Pakistan’s active role, along-
side Türkiye and Indonesia,
in the recent adoption of the
UN General Assembly reso-
lution on “Measures to com-
bat Islamophobia.”

LAHORE (Online): JI
Amir Hafiz Naeem ur
Rehman has said not only
street crimes but terror-
ism is going on in Karachi.

“During  last some
period 80 youths were
murdered. Where is gov-
ernment functioning in
Punjab. It is running un-
der pushes upon pushes.
Nawaz Shar if should
apologize to people and
say he has committed
mistake and quit the gov-
ernment.

PML-N has won
through fake form. Both
the brothers keep on do-
ing right, left. People of
India rejected extremism.
Modi will not be able to
maintain his government.
This lesson is for extrem-
ists. A clear stance should
come from army and for-

eign ministry on Kashmir,
he said this while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence here in Mansoora
Thursday.

An atmosphere of
panic and fear prevails in
Karachi, he said adding
target killings of youths
is continuing therein.
Karachi is hub of national
economy but politicians
and governments don’t
accept it.

Karachi is backbone
of country, he said add-
ing it will play vital role
in the development of
country if law and situa-
tion is improved therein.

He reiterated PPP,
PML-N and MQM are
by product of form 47.
Those who have given
them seats have done in-
justice with the country.


