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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of an International Consultancy Firm called on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari briefed by Sarfraz Bugti,
Balochistan Chief Minister on his government
performance, future plans and other measures re-
garding solving public problems in the province
through video link, in Karachi.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti presiding over a meeting to review
preparation of provincial budget for next financial year 2024-25

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Ali Madad Jattak and Sardar Sarfaraz
Domki meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi meeting with President Asif
Ali Zardari

70 pc work on target about preparations of budget done:

We have decided in principle to end
bad governance in Balochistan: CM

PM assures to extend
facilities to private
sector for revival

of economy
Okays massive electricity tariff
reduction for industrial sector

Maximum steps being
taken for welfare of

media community: Tarar

Exclusion of Balochistan’s projects from federal PSDP:

BHC issues show cause notices to
ACS, Principal Secretary to
CM, Deputy Chairman PC

Home Minister directs to
ensure foolproof security
on Eidul Azha in Quetta

Jamal Raisani discusses
Balochistan politics
with Bilawal Bhutto

CJP Qazi Faez Isa says

Court reporting is a
challenging task

Govt employees get up to 30pc raise in salaries

Sindh Govt presents Rs 3.056.27trn
dev., social protection-oriented budget

Govt reduces petrol,
diesel prices to ease
inflation pressure

Petrol price reduced by Rs10.20 per litre while
HSD will see a reduction of Rs2.33 per litre

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: The government announced on Friday a
significant reduction in petrol and high-speed diesel (HSD)
prices for the upcoming fortnight, providing relief to con-
sumers grappling with inflation.

Effective from June 15, petrol prices will decrease by
Rs10.20 per litre, bringing the new price to Rs258.16 per
litre. HSD will see a reduction of Rs2.33 per litre, with the
new rate set at Rs267.89 per litre, according to a state-
ment issued by the Prime Minister’s Office.

Kerosene oil will remain priced at Rs171.61 per litre,
and light diesel oil (LDO) will stay at Rs157.32 per litre
in the open market.

Petrol is primarily used for cars and motorcycles,
while HSD powers heavy vehicles such as trucks and
buses, as well as industrial machinery.

It is noteworthy that on June 1, the government re-
duced the price of petrol by Rs4.74 per litre and diesel by
Rs3.86 per litre. So far, a total relief of Rs35 per litre has
been provided to the public for petrol.

Political parties
must prioritise

country’s progress:
President Zardari

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi called on
President Asif Ali Zardari
at the Aiwan-e-Sadr here
Friday.

During the meeting is-
sues of mutual interest and
country’s overall situation
were discussed in detail.

President Asif Ali
Zardari emphasized we
need to take Pakistan for-
ward and everyone has to
play their role in this regard.
He stressed that political
parties must prioritize the
country’s progress and
prosperity by fulfilling their
democratic and constitu-
tional responsibility. He
added we must only think
about Pakistan and put
aside personal differences.

T20 World Cup 2024:
Pakistan eliminated as

rain abandons USA,
Ireland match

Achakzai to hold
talks with

PML-N, PPP
ISLAMABAD (INP) -
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PkMAP) Chairman
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
expressed his willingness to
hold talks with PML-N
President Nawaz Sharif and
PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali
Zardari.

Earlier, PTI chose
Achakzai to spearhead ne-
gotiations through the oppo-
sition alliance’s platform,
Tehreek-e-Tahafuz Ayeen-e-
Pakistan (TTAP). “Pakistan
needs a strong army,”
Achakzai stated clarifying
that his movement is not
against the military. “We
have raised the banner for
the supremacy of democ-
racy and the Constitution.”

No point
negotiating

with powerless
govt: Imran
Monitoring Desk

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan on Fri-
day stated that there is no
point in negotiating with a
government that lacks au-
thority.

During an informal
conversation with the me-
dia during the hearing of the
£190 million reference at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail, he
accused the administration
of pressuring judges who
rule in favour of PTI and
criticised the recent budget
for burdening salaried indi-
viduals.

Khan alleged that a
judge from Sargodha in-
formed the Lahore High
Court about pressure ex-
erted by intelligence agen-
cies. He claimed that the
judge’s household gas sup-
ply was cut off and that
judges sympathetic to PTI
face immense pressure.
“Journalists speaking in
favour of PTI are being tar-
geted; Raoof Hassan was
attacked, and Ali Zaman
was tortured,” Khan as-
serted, implicating intelli-
gence agencies in these ac-
tions. Khan urged the Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa to uphold the rule
of law amidst these inter-
ferences.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti has stated that 70 percent work on the
targets about preparation of the next financial year bud-
get of the province has been completed. He said that the
education and health is the first priority of the provincial
government.

He categorically asserted that we have decided in
principle to end bad governance from the province.

He said that the beginning of analyzing the perfor-
mance of government would be from approval of the
budget for next financial year and implementation on it.

The Chief Minister was chairing a review meeting on
preparations of the provincial budget for the next finan-
cial year 2024-25 here at the CM’s secretariat on Friday.

The Provincial Minister for Finance, Mir Shoaib
Nausherwani, Minister for Planning and Development,
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, other ministers, Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional Chief Secretary Devel-
opment, besides other administrative secretaries and con-
cerned high ups were in attendance at meeting.

The meeting was briefed about the salient features of
the budget of province for next financial year besides the
development plan.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister appreci-
ated the Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan and his whole
team for the preparations of budget.

He said that it remained our endeavour that mistakes
of the past may not be repeated in formulation of the
budget.

He announced that education and health are top pri-
orities of the provincial government in budget.

He said that we have decided to put an end to the bad
governance in the province. He said that the beginning of
analysing performance of the government would be from
the approval of budget and speed of implementation on
it. He announced that the tendering process would be
started from July 1, 2024.

He said that implementation on the development
projects from July 1 would actually be the test of provin-
cial government. Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home, Mir
Ziaullah Langove has di-
rected to the concerned au-
thorities to ensure fool-
proof security on eve of
Eidul Azha in Quetta and
other parts of the province.

According to an official
hand out issued here on Fri-
day, the Minister Home said
that it is responsibility of
the government to protect
life and property of the
masses.

He directed to the con-
cerned authorities to take
special arrangements of se-
curity at the congregations

of Eidul Azha including the
jamia masajid and
imambargahs.

He also directed to the
police and other law en-
forcement agencies to re-
main vigilant particularly on
9th Zil Haj and Eid. The
additional deployment of
police and other agencies
should be made in the shop-
ping centers, markets and
bazaars to avert any unto-
ward incident, the Minis-
ter Home directed further.

He directed to the se-
nior police officers to re-
main in field for reviewing
the security arrangements
on Eid.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Young member national as-
sembly of the Pakistan
People’s Party, Nawabzada
Jamal Khan Raisani, met
with Pakistan People’s
Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Friday to
discuss Balochistan’s politi-
cal situation and strategies
for strengthening the party.

MNA Jamal Khan
Raisani highlighted the is-
sues of his Saryab constitu-
ency and proposed solu-

tions.
He also briefed on the

youth policy and the chal-
lenges being faced by young
people of Balochistan re-
gion. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
assured his full cooperation
to address the problems fac-
ing the youth of the prov-
ince.

He expressed confi-
dence in the abilities of Jamal
Khan Raisani and empha-
sized that the party needs
the young leaders.

Sports Desk

NEW YORK: Pakistan
suffered early exit from the
T20 World Cup 2024 after
USA bagged one point to
qualify for the Super Eights
following the abandoning of
their match against Ireland
due to rain.

Pakistan’s hopes of
qualification to the Super
Eight Stage in West Indies
might remain alive if USA
lost against Ireland in today
(June 14) match. However,
rain played spoilsport and

both the co-hosts and Ire-
land bagged one point each.

The one point has con-
solidated the USA second
spot in the Group A as Pa-
kistan stand at third place.
From this group, India has
already qualified for the
Super Eights.

The Team Green will
face Ireland in the dead rub-
ber on Sunday (June 16).

Babar Azam-led side
have played three match so
far, losing two to the USA
and India and winning one
against Canada.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa said on
Friday the culture of mud-
slinging could not be com-
pletely eradicated but it
could certainly be reduced.

Speaking at the swear-
ing-in ceremony of the Su-
preme Court Press Associa-
tion, CJ Isa said judicial re-
porting was a very challeng-
ing task.

The chief justice ad-
ministered the oath to the
new members. Justices
Athar Minallah, Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, and
Naeem Akhtar Afghan also
participated in the cer-
emony.

The chief justice said he
and his mother, Saeeda

Qazi Isa, used to write ar-
ticles years ago. In those
days, writing involved a lot
of research, he said. “It has
become very easy to say
whatever comes to mind
now,” the top judge la-
mented.

The chief justice said
that he compiled media
rules and published them in
the form of a book.

He noted that the
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto case had
been decided, so now opin-
ions can be formed about
it.

The Lahore High Court
wrote 627 paragraphs and
the Supreme Court wrote
963 paragraphs in judge-
ments in the Bhutto case,
he added.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah on Friday pre-
sented a Rs. 3.056.27 tril-
lion development and social
protection-oriented budget
of the province for the next
fiscal year 2024-25 on the
floor of Provincial Assem-
bly of Sindh.

The next fiscal year’s
budget marks 34 percent

increase over budget esti-
mates of Rs. 2,282.58 bil-
lion in current year 2023-
24.

The chief minister,
who also holds the portfo-
lio of the Sindh Finance
Minister in his budget
speech, proposed a hike of
22 to 30 percent in salaries
and a significantly higher
development expense of Rs

959 billion, which accounts
for 31 percent of the out-
lay.

While terming as the
balanced budget, Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah said that the budget
mainly centred around the
rehabilitation of flood-af-
fected people and social
protection for the poor.

The total projected
revenue for the province is
Rs. 3 trillion. The majority
of this comes from federal
transfers 62 percent, fol-
lowed by provincial re-
ceipts 22 percent. The re-
maining receipts are
through current capital re-
ceipts of Rs. 22 billion, for-
eign project assistance of
Rs. 334 billion, other fed-
eral grants in the form of
PSDP of Rs. 77 billion, for-

Continued on page 2

Pakistan gets
permanent

membership of
Washington

Accord
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan has made history,
becoming permanent mem-
ber of Washington Accord
for six years.

International Engineer-
ing Alliance (IEA) ap-
proved the extension in
Pakistan’s membership
during its 2-day session at
New Delhi.

The IEA unanimously
approved the Pakistan’s
membership in Washington
Accord.

However, a delegation
of Pakistan Engineering Coun-
cil (PEC) couldn’t attend the
IEA session as India re-
jected the visas and NOC
to Pakistani delegation.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan High Court
(BHC) has issued notices
to the Additional Chief Sec-
retary (Development)
Balochistan, Principal Sec-
retary to Chief Minister
and Deputy Chairman Plan-
ning Commission of Paki-
stan to show cause, as to
why a contempt of court
proceedings shall not be ini-
tiated against them for a
willful defiance of the
court’s orders.

The BHC also directed
all the concerned officials to
appear in personal capac-
ity for filing a reply to the
show cause notice.

The Court observed:
“we are dismayed to fur-
ther observe here that de-
spite sending the copies of
orders to all the concerned
officials at provincial and

federal level, no response
has ever been received.

BHC issued notices of
show cause to the concerned
officials during hearing of
constitutional petition of
former member provincial
assembly, Abdul Rahim
Ziaratwal regarding exclu-
sion of different projects of
Balochistan from the fed-
eral PSDP here the other
day.

During the hearing,
court said that “we vide our
last order directed the
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission that either
submit a report or in case
of non-compliance appear
in person to explain the rea-
son that why the
Balochistan projects have
been excluded or deferred,
especially the subject

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on Fri-
day that the government
was taking all possible
steps for welfare of the
media community.

Addressing a ceremony
regarding launch of the
health insurance scheme for
the journalists, the minis-
ter said the government had
been playing its due role for
the welfare of journalists
community and he had per-
sonally requested the prime
minister to take more ini-
tiatives in that regard.

The minister requested
the All Pakistan Newspa-
pers Society (APNS) to

give due rights of the media
workers and journalists. He
had spoken to the owners
of media organizations in
that regard,  and it was his
desire cheques pertaining to
outstanding dues should be
distributed among the jour-
nalists directly instead of
through the Implementa-
tion Tribunal for Newspa-
per Employees (ITNE)
platform.  He said after as-
suming charge as informa-
tion minister, he ensured
clearance of the outstand-
ing dues of media organiza-
tions on priority. He said
former information minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb had
taken the initiative of health
insurance  scheme, and he
was carrying forward it.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday instructed
the relevant authorities to
hold consultation with the
globally reputed
consultancy firms to real-
ize the investment agree-
ments with the friendly
countries.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with a delegation
of an international
consultancy firm headed
by former State Bank Gov-
ernor Raza Baqir, also di-
rected for consultation with

the reputed firms to reduce
the volume of government
infrastructure and enhance
effectiveness of the gover-
nance system.

He told the delegation
that there existed a huge po-
tential for investment in
minerals and energy sec-
tors.

Appreciating the key
role of the private sector in
national economic develop-
ment, the prime minister as-
sured of all-out facilitation

Continued on page 2
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DUBAI: Ambassador Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, Pakistan’s Envoy to United Arab Emir-
ates meets Dr. Abdulrahman Abdulmannan Al Awar, Minister of Human Re-
sources and Emiratisation at the Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratisation.

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers and MPAs meeting with Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Ahmed Bugti

PINGDINGSHAN: Ambassador of Pakistan to China, Khalil Hashmi attends
the unveiling ceremony of dual-degree program of Coal Mining School of
Pingdingshan Polytechnic School in China with an institution in Sindh Prov-
ince of Pakistan at Pingdingshan.

The Chief Minister as-
sured to protect the dura-
tion of appointment of the
officers.

He regretfully pointed
out that the young lot was
also affected due to the bad
governance.

He said that the trust
of youth would be restored
on the state through good
governance.

He also called for reach-
ing the fruits of develop-
ment projects of public
welfare including air ambu-
lance and Benazir Bhutto
scholarship and other edu-
cational programmes to the
common men.

We have decided in principle...
Continued from page 1

He announced to pay
visit to all the districts and
Tehsils in the province. He
also stressed that the ad-
ministrative secretaries and
deputy commissioners
would have to review the
things in the field.

He also asserted that
no compromise would be
made on standard and
timely completion of the
development projects.

The concerned high
ups would have to be an-
swerable on failure in
achieving the targets, he
warned.

He also announced that
we would achieve the goal
of good governance by
making CMIT and anti cor-
ruption establishment.

He urged the adminis-
trative secretaries to im-
prove service delivery for
establishing good gover-
nance in the province.

project i.e., construction of
Ziarat More-Kach-Harnai
road and Harnai-Sanjvi
road, but now Mr. Zulfiqar
Memon, Chief (T&C),
Ministry of Planning De-
velopment stated that the
worthy Chairman has pro-
ceeded to Hajj and the
CDWP minutes have not
been approved, therefore,
the report could not be
filed. The court further ob-
served that despite decision
of the Planning Commis-
sion that developed areas of
the provinces shall not be
included in the next PSDP,
but during course of hear-
ing, it transpired that num-
ber of mega projects of the
developed areas of Punjab
and Sindh have been in-
cluded in the federal PDP
on recommendations of the
CDWP and approval of
ECNEC. Thus, this state of
affairs clearly reflects lack
of interest of the executives
of the province and the fed-
eration.

The court expressed
dismay that despite send-
ing the copies of orders to
all the concerned officials at
provincial and federal level,
no response has ever been
received. Later, the hearing
of case was adjourned till
June 27, 2024.

BHC issues show...
Continued from page 1In view of the prime

minister’s initiative, the new
electricity price per unit for
the industrial and export
sector had now been fixed
at Rs 34.99, a PM Office
press release said.

The National Electric
Power Regulatory Author-
ity (NEPRA) had recom-
mended a reduction of Rs
10.69 per unit for indus-
tries. “The PM’s package,
which is expected to pro-
vide relief of over Rs 200
billion to the industry, will
help bring down the manu-
facturing cost of the goods
making them competitive in
the global market,” the
news release added.

PM assures to extend....
Continued from page 1

by the government for eco-
nomic revival.

Federal ministers
Ahsan Iqbal, Ahad Khan
Cheema, Dr Musaddik
Malik, Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Awais Ahmed
Leghari, ministers of state
Ali Pervaiz Malik and
Shaza Fatima Khawaja and
relevant senior officials at-
tended the meeting.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday approved a massive
reduction in electricity tar-
iff for the industrial sector
by Rs 10.69 per unit in or-
der to boost production
and exports.

percent increase in pension
of retired employees has
been proposed in the bud-
get.

Shah said that consider-
ing the surging inflation and
increasing cost of living,
minimum wage for labour
has been proposed as Rs.
37,000 for FY 2024-25.

Salaries account for the
largest portion 38 percent,
followed by grants 27 per-
cent directed towards vari-
ous programs. Non-salary
expenses 21percent encom-
pass operational costs,
transfers, interest pay-
ments, maintenance, and re-
pairs.

Employee pensions and
retirement benefits claim the
remaining 14 percent of cur-
rent expenditures. Current
Capital Expenditure in-
cludes repayments of loans
and others of a budgeted
amount of Rs. 42 billion and
Government Investment of
Rs. 142.5 billion.

Development Expendi-
ture includes Provincial ADP
excluding Foreign Project
Assistance of Rs. 493 bil-
lion, Foreign Project Assis-
tance of Rs. 334 billion,
Other Federal Grants
through PSDP of Rs. 77
billion, and District ADP of
Rs. 55 billion. The Sindh
provincial budget prioritizes
investment in social ser-
vices. Education receives
the largest allocation at Rs.
519 billion, with Rs. 454
billion dedicated to current
revenue expenditure.

Sindh Govt presents Rs3.056.27trn...
Continued from page 1
eign grants of Rs. 6 billion
and a carryover cash bal-
ance of Rs. 55 billion.

Provincial Receipts of
Rs. 662 billion comprise
Sales Tax on Services of Rs.
350 billion, Tax excluding
GST of Rs. 269 billion, and
provincial non-tax receipts
of Rs. 42.9 billion. These
funds are strategically allo-
cated 63 percent or Rs. 1.9
trillion goes towards Cur-
rent Revenue, 6 percent or
Rs. 184 billion for Current
Capital, and the remaining
31 percent or Rs. 959 bil-
lion is dedicated to Devel-
opment Expenditure.

Murad Ali Shah said
that a hefty 30 percent in-
crease in salary of employ-
ees of BPS-1 to BPS-6 with
Personal Allowance2024
for them have been pro-
posed. He said this relief
has been provided to them
in order to bring their
monthly salary at the level
of minimum wage Rs.
37,000 as announced by the
federal government.

He said that such re-
markable step shall provide
a huge relief to the existing
staff serving in the non-
gazetted category, to cater
the challenge of inflation.

Whereas, for the em-
ployees in BS-7 to BS-16
increase of 25 percent and
for the category of BS-17
and above 22 percent in-
crease in salary have been
proposed.

He further said that 15

AJK PM reiterates his
commitment to establishing

strong public-private partnerships
MIRPUR (APP):Azad Jammu and Kashmir Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq has said that his
visit to MTBC projects in AJK was a testament to
his commitment to establishing a strong public-
private partnership to work together for a pros-
perous future. He expressed these views during a
visit to the MTBC office in Bagh, AJK, on Friday.

The MTBC provides a platform for young pro-
fessionals coming from different backgrounds
across the country, including Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, Pakistan, and Gilgit-Baltistan, to learn
and practice their innovative ideas in a healthy
working environment.

The PM was briefed in detail by  MTBC Chair-
man Mehmood Haq regarding IT, medical tran-
scription billing, and other projects, including

Kashmir Airline, Bagh Grammar School, Indus
Hospital, and many others the corporation has been
working on.

During his visit, the prime minister inspected
different sections of the office and interacted with
educated youth working in the company. On the
occasion, the AJK PM praised the MTBC chairman
for his significant contribution to the local economy
and for providing employment opportunities to
youth on such a large scale.

He especially appreciated the efforts made by
the MTBC to promote economic growth and de-
velopment in the liberated territory.

The PM was accompanied by government Min-
ister Faisal Rathore, Information Minister Mazhar
Saeed Shah, and others.

Hashmi visits Pingdingshan
city to enhance trade ties

BEIJING (APP):Pakistan’s
Ambassador to China
Khalil Hashmi has paid an
orientation visit to
Pingdingshan city in Henan
province, central China at
the invitation of municipal
authorities.

The city is famous for
its coal resources, mining
industry and nylon produc-
tion.

During the visit, the
ambassador had a variety of
engagements, including a
meeting with the leadership
of Pingdingshan, a business
roundtable, unveiling cer-
emony of dual-degree
programme of Coal Mining
School of Pingdingshan
Polytechnic College with an
institution in Sindh, and
visit to various enterprises
dealing in electronics, tex-

tiles and auto-motives
among others.

During his meeting
with Li Mingjun, Mayor of
Pingdingshan, the two sides
underscored the impor-
tance of Pakistan-China re-
lations.

Taking note of the
complementarities in the
economic landscape of Pa-
kistan and Pingdingshan,
the two sides agreed to
strengthen cooperation, in-
cluding under the existing
sister province and sister
city relations.

Ambassador Hashmi
briefed the mayor on the
economic endowments of
Pakistan and 13 export-ori-
ented investments in which
Pakistan was attracting
Chinese investment. He in-
vited companies from

Pingdingshan to participate
in the upcoming trade expos
in Pakistan.

At the unveiling cer-
emony of dual-degree
programme of Coal Mining
School of Pingdingshan
Polytechnic School with an
institution in Sindh, Am-
bassador Hashmi high-
lighted the importance of
technical and vocational
education and training in
helping Pakistan reach its
true economic potential, in
line with the youth bulge
of Pakistan.

He also briefed the au-
dience about the develop-
ment of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
and the need for training
and capacity-building of the
youth for betterment of
Pakistan.

Pakistan crush India, qualify for
Asian Squash Championship semis

Sports Desk
KARACHI: After consecu-
tive triumphs during the
Asian Team Squash Cham-
pionship, Pakistan crushed
India Friday 2-1 and quali-
fied for the semi-finals of the
tournament in Dalian,
China.

Pakistan’s Asim Khan
secured the lead for the
Greens with an impressive
3-0 finish against Rahul

Baitha of India.
But India were brought

back by Velavan
Senthilkumar in the game
with a 3-0 win against Nasir
Iqbal.

Pakistan’s coach
Fahim Gul confirmed after
the match that Iqbal was
suffering from fever due to
which he could not perform
up to the mark.

With the match level at
1-1, Pakistan’s Noor
Zaman stepped up for his
side and delivered a flaw-
less performance to beat
Suraj Kumar Chand 3-0
and help his side move on
to the next round.

Pakistan will face Hong
Kong, who defeated Iran, in
the semi-final tomorrow.

Pakistan coach Gul
was elated after the win
against India and hoped
that the team will do well in
the upcoming matches as
well. Earlier, Pakistan re-
mained unbeaten in Pool C
of the event where they were
alongside South Korea,
Chinese Taipei and China.

Pakistan beat Taipei 3-
0 and Korea 2-1 on the
opening day to make a good
start to the tournament.
Meanwhile, they beat China
yesterday 3-0 to top their
pool.
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ISLAMABAD: Senator Qurat Ul Ain Marri, Chairperson Senate Standing Committee On Planning,
Development And Special Initiatives presiding over a meeting (evening session) of the committee at
Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Housing and Works, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada chairs a meeting for transition plan for winding-up Pakistan Public
Works Department (PWD)

ISLAMABAD: PM’s Coordinator on Climate Change & Environmental Co-
ordination Romina Khurshid Alam chairing second meeting of Task Force
on Global warming & Heat Wave.

ISLAMABAD: Governor of Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan, giving souvenir to PPP vice presi-
dent of social Gulf and Middle East Syed Matloob
Hussain Shah during a Mehfil-e-Sama ceremony
title Sufi Night at Gun Club in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of Police (IGP) Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi chairing a high level meeting

ISLAMABAD: A view of electric busses on their
way at a road sector G-7 during test testing service
in the Federal Capital.

Our commitment to protect
the lives and upholding

law 24/7; IG says

Good performance will be
rewarded, negligence will

not be tolerated; CTO says
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Following
the orders of Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, the Chief Traffic

officers showing poor and
unsatisfactory perfor-
mance.

He further said that
special measures are being
taken to keep Islamabad

Officer Islamabad
Muhammad Sarfraz Virk
awarded cash prizes and
commendation certificates
to field lifter operators
based on their good perfor-
mance.

On this occasion,
Chief Traffic Officer
Islamabad said that the
process of departmental
reward and punishment will
continue. Good perfor-
mance will be appreciated,
while strict departmental
action will be taken against

safe from accidents and to
ensure smooth traffic flow.
All officers should ensure
harmony with their subor-
dinate staff and take strict
legal action against those
who violate the law.

The CTO Islamabad
added that to provide
awareness about traffic
laws and road safety to citi-
zens, the Islamabad Police
education team is inform-
ing the public at different
intersections and highways
at various times.

PEMRA asks BOL
TV to submit

complainants’ details

PRCS celebrates World Blood
Donor Day to raise awareness
about regular blood donations

NHMP cracks down on
overloading, overcharging

during Eid-ul-Azha

Romina Khurshid says:

Coordination among federal,
provincial departments vital to

mitigate heatwaves, floods’ impacts

Nikah during iddat case:

I will give decision on appeal
plea within 10 days if I remain

alive: Judge local court
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Local court of Islamabad
has issued notice to the re-
spondents on appeal pleas
of PTI founder Imran Khan
and his wife Bushra Bibi
against their conviction in
Nikah during iddat case.

Additional and Ses-
sions Judge Afzal Majoka
remarked “ if I remain alive
I will decide the appeals
within 10 days.

District and Sessions
judge Afzal Majoka took
up for hearing petitions filed
by Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi seeking early hearing

of their appeal pleas against
their sentence and suspen-
sion of their conviction Fri-
day. Usman Riaz Gul coun-
sel for Bushra Bibi ap-
peared in the court.

He presented written
decision of Islamabad High
Court (IHC) requesting di-
rection has come therefore,
the case be for fixed for
hearing  tomorrow.

Judge Afzal Majoka
remarked If I remain alive I
will give decision within 10
days. Tomorrow it is not
possible because several
bail pleas are fixed for hear-

ing. If the other party does
not appear even then I will
give my decision.

Usman Riaz Gul ad-
vocate said “ fix them for
hearing tomorrow then no-
tice will become part of
record.

Judge Afzal Majoka
remarked “ I am writing or-
der in respect of today’s
hearing. There will be too
much more than notice in
it.

The court while issu-
ing notice to the respon-
dents adjourned hearing till
June 21.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Climate
Change, Romina Khurshid
Alam on Friday urged all the
federal and provincial de-
partments to take all-out
measures to protect lives,
livelihoods of the people
from ongoing heatwave
spell and possible monsoon
floods. She also directed all
the provinces including
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) and Gilgit Baltistan
(GB) to ensure the mainte-
nance of sufficient stocks
of disaster relief items pre-
monsoon onset to ensure in
time preparedness against
above-normal rainfall.

The PM’s Coordina-
tor was chairing the meet-
ing of the 2nd Task Force
on Global Warming and
Heatwaves here whereas
representatives of the Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA),
Ministry of Science and
Technology, Global Change
Impact Studies Centre

(GCISC), Ministry of Cli-
mate Change, Ministry of
National Health, Services,
Regulations and Coordina-
tion, Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department, Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting and officials from
the provincial governments
joined through video link.

She urged all Federal
and Provincial departments
concerned to enhance their
preparedness with regard to
threat of flooding due to
upcoming monsoon spell,
stock maintenance and heat
wave effects.

PM’s Coordinator
emphasized on timely ex-
ecution by all stakeholders
on NDMA’s National Ac-
tion Plan regarding flood
threats in Southern Punjab,
Sindh and Balochistan
provinces. She also stressed
upon inclusion of Lady
Health Workers, Midwives
in the medical relief camps
to be established by con-
cerned Federating Units
during the emergency situ-

ations.
Chairing a high-level

meeting, the PM’s aide high-
lighted that the country’s
vulnerability to climate
change-caused disasters
would continue to deepen
as the disasters, particularly
heatwaves and floods are
becoming more intense and
frequent as the world con-
tinues to heat up because
of untamed heat-trapping
carbon emissions.

“The adverse socio-
economic impacts of the
disasters are unlikely to be
overcome as long as the
well-coordinated disaster
risk mitigation or preven-
tion measures are not taken
jointly by all federal and
provincial departments,”
Romina Khurshid Alam
warned. She assured of her
Ministry’s unwavering
support at all levels so as
the country’s disaster vul-
nerability is lessened
through effective collabora-
tion among the federal and
provincial departments.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, a high-level
crime meeting was chaired
by Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Islamabad
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi at the
Central Police Office. The
meeting was attended by
DIG Islamabad Syed Ali
Raza, zonal SPs, SDPOs,
and all SHOs.

During the meeting, IG
Islamabad reviewed the
performance of all officers
and issued directions to in-
tensify the ongoing “Nasha
Ab Nahe” movement
against drugs peddlers.

IG Islamabad said that
all police officers should en-
sure the prompt arrest of
criminals, those involved in
serious crimes, murders,
abductions, and other of-
fenses, as well as wanted
persons, judicial fugitives,
TOs, and drug dealers.

Officers should utilize
the assistance of Safe City
for crime eradication, expe-
dite the pace of work, pre-
pare challan of under-inves-
tigation cases, and send
them to the relevant courts.

He further said that, a
zero-tolerance policy will
be adopted against corrup-
tion and negligence in du-
ties will not be tolerated. IG

Islamabad emphasized that
law and order should not
affect crime eradication.

Social and moral
crimes will not be tolerated
in the federal capital, drugs
and gambling will not be al-
lowed in Islamabad, and a
strict policy will be in place
for robbery incidents.

IG Islamabad directed
the officer to take personal
interest in crime eradication
and under investigation
cases, and continue the
crackdown against drugs
and professional beggars,
and make the performance
of night patrolling officers
more effective. He said that,
all vehicles should be de-
ployed on patrolling duties
from 7 PM to 2 AM. En-
hance the effectiveness of
the Dolphin Squad and pa-
trolling duty. He further di-
rected that the issues of citi-
zens visiting every police
station in Islamabad should
be resolved 100% on merit,
and only those officers
who work will remain in po-
sitions. The top priority of
Islamabad Police is the pro-
tection of citizens’ lives, prop-
erty, and honor. Officers who
are negligent in protecting citi-
zens’ lives and property will
face strict departmental ac-
tion.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Council of Com-
plaints of the Paki-
stan Electronic Me-
dia Regulatory Au-
thority (PEMRA) on
Friday directed the
BOL TV management
to submit all the de-
ta i ls  o f  the com-
plaints filed by dif-
ferent complainants
against them.

The council also
asked  the  com-
plainants to submit
their personal and
lega l  documents
re levant  to  the i r
complaints, said a
news release.

The d irect ives
passed by the Coun-
cil which met here
with Syed
Muhammad Ali in
the chair.

The major issue
took up by the coun-
cil on second day of
the 89th meeting
was related to the
grievances from BOL

TV journalists re-
garding their unpaid
salaries and wrong-
ful terminations.

The PEMRA has
so far received ap-
proximately  200
complaints in that
regard,  including
one from prominent
journal ist  Sami
Ibrahim.

During the pro-
ceedings, the Coun-
cil instructed BOL
TV to provide de-
tailed information
about all complain-
ants to PEMRA by
the next session,
scheduled for June
25.

Among other
members Fauzia
Shahid,  Gauhar
Zahid Malik, Kewan
Hameed Raja, Afzal
Butt, and Regional
Director/Secretary
of  the Counci l
Saeed Ahmed
Soomro were in at-
tendance.

Pirzada
discusses plan

for winding
up PWD

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Hous-
ing and Works Mian Riaz
Hussain Pirzada on Friday
convened a meeting for a
transition plan for winding
up the Pakistan Public
Works Department (PWD)
on the directives of the
prime minister.

Dr. Shahzad Khan
Bangash, Secretary of
Housing, senior officers of
the Establishment division,
and Pak PWD also at-
tended the meeting.

The committee delib-
erated on developing a
comprehensive transition
plan for the PWD to ensure
the efficient utilization of
resources and the unified
continuation of public sec-
tor development projects.
Furthermore, discussions
were held regarding the
maintenance of assets cur-
rently under charge of the
PWD.

Plans to deal with HR
issues and for continued
oversight of ongoing
projects during and after the
transition period were also
considered.

IRSA releases
295,300

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Friday
released 295,300 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of
257,000 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1445.06
feet and was 47.05 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 101,300 cusecs
and 120,000 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1183.20 feet,
which was 133.20 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was re-
corded 45,400 cusecs and
65,000 cusecs respectively.

The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu
and Sukkur was recorded as
169,200, 153,600, 104,000
and 53,900 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 74,700
cusecs of water released at
Nowshera and 9,600 cusecs
released from River Chenab
at Marala.

PHMH thanks Saudia
counterpart for arrangements
of pilgrimage train this year

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Head of Pakistan Hajj
Medical Mission Brigadier
Jamil Ahmed Lakhair Fri-
day thanked Saudi counter-
part for arranging up to the
mark transport arrange-
ments for hujjaj this year
where high-speed train fa-
cilities were being provided
to all pilgrimage from Mina
to Arafat.

Talking to PTV news
channel, he said Pakistan
government has better co-
ordination with the Saudi
authorities to serve Hujjaj
and this year’s Hajj will be
more comfortable than the
previous one.

“We are happy with
the special attention of the
Saudi Hajj minister for the
convenience of Pakistani
pilgrims, he said, adding,
due to these smooth train
operations our pilgrims ex-
pressed their heartfelt grati-

tude to the Saudi authori-
ties”. He also praised the
Saudi government’s secu-
rity and safety measures
and other services for pil-
grims, adding, pilgrim who
performed Hajj for the first
time are also impressed by
huge facilities and services
of Hajj mission in Saudi
Arabia. The Kingdom’s air
ambulance service is also re-
markable step to reach pa-
tients in various locations
quickly, provide special-
ized emergency medical ser-
vices, and transport pa-
tients to specialized health
facilities within a short pe-
riod of  time, he added.

A specialized supervi-
sory medical team monitors
and evaluates the health sta-
tus of the transferred pil-
grims throughout the jour-
ney is also being ensured
their safety and well-being
of hujjaj, he mentioned.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) celebrated
World Blood Donor Day on
Friday, aimed to raise
awareness about the signifi-
cance of regular blood do-
nations and express grati-
tude to voluntary donors for
their life-saving contribu-
tions to those in need.

Under the theme ’20
years of celebrating giving;
Thank You Blood Donors”
a ceremony was held at the
PRCS National Headquar-
ters. The event was at-
tended by officials of the
International Federation of
Red Cross(IFRC), PRCS,
Red Crescent Movement
Partners, staff, volunteers,

blood donor coordinators,
and regular blood donors.

In his message, Chair-
man PRCS Sardar Shahid
Ahmed Laghari stressed the
dire need for regular and
voluntary blood and
plasma donations to ensure
the availability of safe and
life-saving products for
those in need.

He underlined that by
donating a part of ourselves,
“we have the power to
share the gift of life and
positively impact countless
individuals.”

He also appreciated
the PRCS’ efforts in man-
aging and supplying blood
to deserving patients, emer-
gencies, and accidents.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
bid to ensure the safety and
security of passengers dur-
ing the busy Eid-ul-Azha
holidays, the National
Highways and Motorways
Police (NHMP) has an-
nounced strict legal action
against public service ve-
hicles (PSVs) involved in
overloading and overcharg-
ing. Inspector General of
NHMP, Salman
Chaudhary, emphasized
that heavy fines will be im-
posed under the National
Highways Safety Ordi-
nance 2000 (NHSO-2000)
for any violations.

Talking to APP IG
Salman Chaudhary said
that safety of passengers is
top priority during this fes-
tive period. “On the occa-
sion of Eid-ul-Azha, our
utmost priority is the
safety and security of pas-
sengers. We are implement-
ing special measures to en-
sure a safer journey for com-
muters,” said Chaudhary.

To achieve this,
NHMP Regional Com-
manders have been in-
structed to utilize all avail-
able resources for the timely
assistance and guidance of
commuters on motorways
and highways. This in-
cludes the deployment of

additional patrolling ve-
hicles and officers to en-
hance patrolling efficiency.

Chaudhary urged
commuters to report any
instances of reckless driv-
ing by PSVs to the NHMP
through the toll-free
helpline (130) or via social
media.

He assured that imme-
diate legal action would be
taken against the owners
and drivers of offending ve-
hicles. “Reckless driving
should be reported imme-
diately. NHMP will take
swift action to ensure com-
pliance and safety,” he
stated.

In addition to address-
ing overloading, the IG em-
phasized the importance of
adhering to traffic rules.
“Drivers should avoid over-
loading, overcharging, and
reckless driving. Unfit ve-
hicles should not be oper-
ated on the National High-
ways. Commuters are ad-
vised to use seat belts, ob-
serve lane discipline, and
drive safely.”

These measures are
part of NHMP’s ongoing
efforts to maintain safety
and order on Pakistan’s
roadways, particularly
during high-traffic periods
such as Eid-ul-Azha.

Seminar held to
promote awareness
on nuclear safety

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
one day seminar on
‘Knowledge Sharing with
women in Nuclear Safety
and Nuclear Security’ was
arranged here to promote
awareness on nuclear
safety and security.

The event was orga-
nized by Women in Nuclear
Pakistan Chapter (WiN-
Pakistan), Pakistan Nuclear
Society (PNS), and Paki-
stan Nuclear Regulatory
Authority. The event was
aimed at providing a com-
mon forum of information
exchange, sharing aware-
ness on nuclear safety and
nuclear security, and knowl-
edge transfer for the young
females perusing career in
this field.

The event was inau-
gurated by Former Chair-
man Pakistan Atomic En-

ergy Commission (PAEC),
Dr. Ansar Parvez (HI) and
attended by around hun-
dred female officers.

President Win- Paki-
stan Chapter, Dr. Shazia
Fatima highlighted the ac-
tivities of chapter carried
out nationally and interna-
tionally.  She appreciated
the support of Pakistan
Nuclear Society, Pakistan
Nuclear Regulatory Au-
thority and Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation in that re-
gard.  The event was com-
prised over two main ses-
sion including Plenary ses-
sion and technical session.

In plenary session,
senior female officers who
have served on leading po-
sitions or currently serving
on leading positions in dif-
ferent capacities related to
nuclear safety.

Federal govt
abrogate
‘B-Form’

requirement
for school
admissions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The federal government has
abolished the mandatory
‘B-Form’ requirement for
admissions to federal gov-
ernment schools on Friday.

According to private
news channel, Secretary of
Education Mohiuddin Wani
said that the ‘B- Form’ re-
quirement had dispropor-
tionately affected vulnerable
populations. “Our aim is to
ensure that every child has ac-
cess to quality education,” he
added. He further said that the
move aims to increase school
enrollment and reduce the
number of out-of-school.

More than 77000 Pilgrims
benefit from health services
during the last five weeks

ISLAMABAD (APP):In
continuation of the efforts
made by the Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Health (MoH)
to provide integrated care
to the guests of God during
the Hajj season 1445 H,
more than 77000 pilgrims
benefited from the various
health services provided by
health care centers over the
last five weeks.

In a statistical report,
the MoH said that the
health services provided to
the pilgrims from the first
day of the month of Dhu
al-Qi’dah until the sixth

day of the month of Dhu
al-Hijjah 1445H covered
medical and specialized
clinics, pharmaceuticals,
dialysis centers, inten-
sive care units, and iso-
lat ion un it s ,  SPA re-
ported.

As many as 16 open
heart surgeries, 200 car-
diac catheterizations, and
584 dialysis surgeries
were performed, the re-
port said, adding that
1,745 pilgrims entered
hospitals and medical
centers to receive the nec-
essary health care.

Education
ministry to

start advance
learner course
for ICT colleges
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Train-
ing has announced to start
advanced learner course for
Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12
students to ensure a smooth
transition and a strong foun-
dation for new students of
Islamabad Colleges.

According to the Edu-
cation Ministry, this pro-
gram will run for the whole
month of July.

Sharing the key high-
lights of the programme, the
ministry said that the best
teachers have been identi-
fied for English, Maths,
Physics, Chemistry, and
Biology.

Additional salary for
teaching faculty has also
been finalized for this pur-
pose. “Our commitment is
to provide the best aca-
demic ecosystem for our
students. we are leaving no
stone unturned to ensure
our students receive the
best possible support and
resources to excel in their
academic journey”, the
ministry said.

The ministry is also
inviting students from pri-
vate schools to join this ex-
citing initiative.
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Budget and politics
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Thursday ex-
pressed his ‘resolve’ to in-
crease Pakistan’s tax-to-GDP
ratio to 13pc in the next three
years. Addressing a post-bud-
get media briefing, he said:
“Our basic principle while
framing this budget was to ex-
pand the tax base.”

Given this statement and
his earlier declaration at the
launch of the Economic Sur-
vey that “countries cannot be
run on charity but taxes”, it
was expected that the new
budget would have significant
measures to broaden the tax
base. The reality of the taxa-
tion measures announced by
him in the budget, however,
does not match his rhetoric.

Before we delve into the
reasons for this gap, it should
be acknowledged that the
budget does propose the re-
vocation of certain tax exemp-
tions being enjoyed by certain
privi leged sectors of  the
economy. That, though, has
been done to raise the annual
tax collection to Rs12b.97tr,
a sine qua non to qualify for
the three-year Extended
Fund Facility being sought
from the IMF.

One does not have to be a
financial wizard to see that
the budget still follows the
same tried, tested, flopped
and, therefore, oft-rejected
trope of milking those already
in the tax net even more. A
large part of the additional
revenue measures being pro-
posed target the same two
segments — the salaried
classes and documented
businesses — which already
pay the bulk of personal and
direct taxes.

At best, the government
can only hope that its pro-
posal to levy higher taxes on
non-filers trying to buy or sell
property will force them to
join the tax net voluntarily.
At worst, it will force more
people to engage in cash
transactions and, thus, in-
crease tax evasion.

The next budget, in fact,
reflects the ruling PML-N’s
political concerns more than
its economic reform agenda.
For one, it has left its tradi-
tional support — traders —
virtually untouched. Nothing
except such political impera-
tives explain why the finance
minister did not levy any di-
rect taxes on retail trade even
when the government has
talked a lot about it of late.

Similarly, while there is a
proposal to levy federal excise
duty on property, real estate
developers and agents have
been shielded from any addi-
tional tax burden. This, too,
stems from political expedi-
ency: the PML-N cannot afford
to anger the middle class other
than those sections that have
already turned against it. The
budget, therefore, lacks both
imagination and courage. It
shows that the finance team
did not envision any structural
changes to broaden the tax-
to-GDP ratio and, instead,
chose to stick to old formulae.
It also shows that the ruling
party is scared of taking bold
steps lest it loses whatever
little public support and legiti-
macy it has. Consequently,
the budget it has presented
signifies nothing but a lost
opportunity to fix the system.

A helping hand Protecting the coast
Zubeida Mustafa

In a country without
institutionalised social se-
curity, how do people of
limited means survive in an
emergency? A wage earner
might lose his job unex-
pectedly, a young woman
with small children may be
widowed, or a serious ill-
ness might strike. The well-
to-do have their savings
and insurance to help them
tide over the emergency.
But for the indigent, the
options are limited. At
best, they can beg, borrow
or steal.

It is in this context
that the social network
system has assumed great
significance. Many large
communities existed even
before Pakistan, such as
the Ismailis, Memons, etc.
Several biradaris are rela-
tively new, having been
formalised after 1947 when
populations were up-
rooted and needed support.
The fact is that communi-
ties have stepped in to fill
the vacuum created by the
failure of the state to pro-
vide economic and social se-
curity to its citizens. A
well-known community is
the Saudagran-i-Delhi.

These communities
are structured div-e-rsely
and perform complex func-
tions. I lea-rnt more about
them from Seema Liaquat
of the Anjuman-i-Ittehad-
ul-Muslimeen, Partabgarh
[Awadh]. Seema’s father
died in 1974. She is grate-
ful to the AIMPG as it
came to her mother’s res-
cue when she was left with
four young children. The
community assigned her a
stipend, which arrived,
without fail, every month
at her doorstep until her
eldest son began to work
and support the family.
“When my mother re-
quested for the stipend to
be discontinued, a commit-
tee member was dis-
patched to check if all was
well,” Seema recalls.

The AIMPG is an ur-
ban community though its
founding members traced
their origins to various vil-

lages of Partabgarh, a dis-
trict of Awadh. It was not
based exclusively on com-
mon paternal descent but
included the fraternity of
households of the area.

Following partition,
100-odd Part-ab-gar-hians
migrated to Karachi to test
the greener pastures prom-
ised by the Muslim League.
Then followed the migra-
tion of families. Mean-
while, the sight of a woman
from Partabgarh begging on
a Karachi street upset the
pioneers so much that they
decided to set up a welfare
society in 1955 so that no
one would have to beg. The
idea was also to connect
members with relatives
with whom they had lost
touch. There was no look-
ing back after that.

The community’s
membership has risen to
6,000, comprising a num-
ber of highly educated and
socially and economically
well-placed individuals. It
had started as a group of
illiterate men, mostly un-
skilled workers such as
gardeners, peons, drivers
and chowkidars. The
Anjuman now boasts a 99
per cent literacy rate and
has PhD doctors, a veteri-
narian, an MPhil (to be),
an MNA, two MPAs and
lawyers in its ranks. For
many, it has been a story
of from rags to riches.

I was impressed by
the AIMPG’s self-help
spirit. Its focus has been
on humanitarian service,
the Shoba-i-Khidmat-i-
Kha--lq being its most im-
portant department. When
I asked the organisation’s
president Khalil Qureshi
what he took most pride
in, he replied: “We have
delivered stipends or as-
sistance to those on our
list on the first of the
month for the last 69
years without fail. Today,
82 families between them
receive Rs1,000,000 every
month.”

Mr Qureshi, who is
commercial manager at
Port Qasim, also speaks
proudly of the 60-bedded
Awadh General Hospital,

a healthcare centre and the
Awadh Public School that
provides education to 400
children — 100 of them re-
ceiving fee subsidy.

The Anjuman raises
its own funds. The mem-
bership fee is a token one
rupee, which was fixed in
1955. But members and
non-member beneficiaries
are generous with their
zakat, fitra and other do-
nations.

The administ-r-ation
is structu-r--ed
democratical--ly. It is di-
vided into 19 wards in the
city (Karachi) with a rep-
resentative to monitor the
well-being of the members
under his jurisdiction.
Above the wardens is a
three-member council
consisting of a president,
general secretary and fi-
nance secretary assisted
by an auditor. Elections are
held every two years.

Events held periodi-
cally are well-attended
and help the members
bond. Membership is en-
tirely voluntary and those
who choose to join dem-
onstrate a strong sense of
brotherhood, which means
a lot in a country that has
failed to give its people a
sense of ownership. The
AIMPG has been pro-
gressive in its outlook and
had managed generational
change effectively. No
wonder all children are at-
tending schools, and the
emancipation and empow-
erment of women in an ex-
tremely patriarchal com-
munity has proceeded
smoothly.How does the
government feel about
such communities? Obvi-
ously, it welcomes them
because they are apoliti-
cal and do not challenge the
state’s power.

The wealthier com-
munities contribute a lot
to the national economy.
But with membership
hardly amounting to any-
thing in a country of 241
million, the communities
make no impact on the
social security situation in
the country.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Umar Farooq
Pakistan’s coastal and
marine ecosystems, such
as  th e  In d us  d el ta ,
Karachi’s mangroves,
and the Makran coast,
are not  merely scenic
beau t i es  b u t  fou nd a-
tional to the country’s
environmental and eco-
no mic s t ab i l i t y.  The
Indus delta mangroves
alone encompass about
13 0 ,00 0  hect ares
(321,237 acres) serving
as vital carbon sinks that
s to re  app roximately
14.4 million tonnes of
carbon annual ly.  Yet ,
these ecosystems face
critical threats — indus-
trial pollution, rampant
over fi sh in g,  and  the
overarching impacts of
climate change compro-
mise their ability to per-
form essential functions.

In Karachi, the un-
checked discharge of in-
dustrial pollutants has
severe consequences on
its marine ecosystems.
Notably, the city’s re-
lease of about 90 per
cen t  o f  i t s  un t r ea ted
wastewater into the Ara-
bian Sea introduces pol-
lutants such as heavy
metals  and  hydrocar-
bons, with the tanning
industry releasing toxins
that have been shown to
damage sensitive man-
grove roots and reduce
the water quali ty,  af-
fecting the health of fish
and other marine life.
The recent controversial
construction of the ex-
p ressway alon g th e
route of the Malir river,
poses a direct threat to
these ecosystems result-
ing in increased sedi-
mentat ion  that  might
suffocate the mangrove
forests, which are crucial
nurseries for many spe-
cies of fish.

One  so lu t ion  to
these problems is the es-
tablishment of a national
marine data repository.
This cen t ra l i sed  data
syst em wou ld  en ab le
better management and
monitoring of marine en-

vironments by providing
accurate and timely in-
formation on pollution
leve ls ,  b iod iver s i ty
health, and the effective-
ness of conservation ef-
forts. The data on pol-
lution levels, including
concentrations of heavy
metals and chemicals
from ind us t r ia l  d i s-
charges, will help iden-
tify pollution hotspots
and guide regulatory en-
forcement. Biodiversity
data, tracking species
populations and health,
monitoring the health of
the mangroves and coral
reefs through satellite
imagery, and field sur-
veys and data on water
quality indicators such
as pH, dissolved oxy-
gen, and nutrient levels
would help in tracking
the broader environmen-
tal  health  of the blue
ecosystems.

Strengthening regu-
latory frameworks is es-
sential to addressing the
th reat s  faced  by
Pakistan’s marine eco-
systems.  One specific
policy would be the in-
troduction of a ‘marine
pollut ion control act’
which would mandate
industrial facilities to in-
stal and maintain waste-
water treatment plants
to remove harmful pol-
lutants before discharge.
The act should be rein-
forced with the insetting
and offsetting of toxin
release. Additionally, a
permit system for facto-
ries along the coast, man-
dating the treatment of
wastewater before the
release and investment in
catchment restoration,
should be introduced.
This would  be in  the
form of ‘marine credits’
for funding coral reef
restoration or seagrass
meadow rehabilitation,
which  cou ld  th en  b e
used to offset their pol-
lution footprints. These
permits would be linked
to regular inspections
and hefty fines for non-
compliance, ensuring a
de te r r en t  ef fect  t ha t

would encourage indus-
tries to  adopt  cleaner
practices.

Co mmun i ty in -
vo lvement  i s  equ al ly
critical for sustainable
outcomes. Local and in-
digenous communities,
which have depended on
Pakistan’s coastal and
marine ecosystems for
generations, are often
over lo oked  in
policymaking processes.
These communities are
key stakeholders, pos-
sessing invaluable tradi-
tional knowledge and a
deep connect-i--on to the
en vi ro nm-e--n t .  Ye t ,
policymakers from urban
centres frequently im-
pose re--gulations with-
out con---sulting them,
leading to ineffective and
u n - - s u s t a i n a b l e
ou tco-m- -es .  Tru e
progress  can  on ly be
made by genuinely en-
gaging these communi-
ties, earning their trust,
and implementing tai-
lored awareness cam-
paigns where needed.
Without their involve-
ment, no policy will be
effective or enforceable.

Looking at interna-
tional examples, commu-
nity-led initiatives were
one of the key compo-
nents in the success of
Marine Protected Areas,
which  h e lp ed  to
revitalise coral reefs. En-
su r ing  jus t i ce  means
recognising these com-
munities’ rights, incor-
porating their insights,
and creating inclusive
conservation strategies
that honour their roles as
stewards of the environ-
ment. In the words of a
local fisherman, “We pro-
tect what we love, and we
love what  we under-
stand.” Just as the tides
sustain the shores, so,
too, we must sustain our
efforts to protect these
vital ecosystems. For the
future of our oceans, and
the communities that de-
pend on them, is a shared
responsibility we cannot
afford to ignore.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Tackling the lethal troika

Education emergency: a social X-ray

Tariq Parvez
Noor Wali Mehsud, ameer
of the Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan, stated recently
that their ‘jihad’ against
Pakistan had entered a “de-
cisive phase”. He expressed
the determination to “lib-
erate their lands and enforce
the divine laws therein”.

Mehsud’s newfound
confidence is due to the pro-
vision of a sanctuary in Af-
ghanistan by the Afghan
Taliban government, as well
as the commitment of the
Afghanistan-based Al
Qaeda, to mentor the TTP
in carrying out its terrorist
campaign in Pakistan. Pa-
kistan must immediately
review its strategy of tack-
ling this security challenge
from the lethal troika,
which is more experienced,
committed and battle-hard-
ened today than ever before.

To prepare for war,
Sun Tzu states “of su-
preme importance … is to
attack the enemy’s strat-
egy”. It follows that
Pakistan’s main goal in de-
feating the TTP should be
to proactively neutralise its
anticipated terrorism strat-
egy. This is best achieved
by basing our national re-
sponse on four pillars: cre-
ating an environment in Pa-

kistan conducive to an ef-
fective national
counterterrorism (CT) ef-
fort; an external dimension
in targeting the use of Af-
ghanistan as a sanctuary by
the TTP/ Al Qaeda; sus-
tained and coordinated ki-
netic measures; and a holis-
tic plan for comprehensive,
well-resourced, non-kinetic
measures.

It might be a cliché to
state that a poor and divided
nation is likely to find it
difficult to counter a seri-
ous challenge to its secu-
rity. But sadly, that is what
Pakistan looks like today.
The political polarisation is
unprecedented, economic
conditions are dire and get-
ting worse, and social co-
hesiveness is at its lowest.
All this saps resolve and
the capability to fight ter-
rorism.

Therefore, the essen-
tial starting point for Paki-
stan in its war against the
lethal troika is to set its
own house in order by re-
solving its political
polarisation, alleviating the
common man’s economic
woes, and moving towards
building a more cohesive
society through a govern-
ment trusted by its citizens,
and by improving the rule
of law, adherence to funda-

mental rights, and account-
ability.

The second pillar —
the external dimension —
is crucial because the cen-
tre of gravity of the revived
TTP and Al Qaeda is their
sanctuary in Afghanistan.
To make this sanctuary re-
strictive for the terrorist
groups, we need to engage
with the Afghan govern-
ment at three levels — bi-
lateral, regional and global.

Bilaterally, a nuanced
approach should be
adopted to make it more
beneficial for the Taliban to
restrict the activities of the
two terrorist groups on
their soil. Regionally, it
should be stressed that the
groups’ revival in Afghani-
stan poses a threat to re-
gional security. We can use
the forum of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation,
which has a CT mandate
implemented through the
Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure. Globally, Paki-
stan can use different fora
like the UN to keep the
world updated about the
implications of TTP/ Al
Qaeda sanctuaries in Af-
ghanistan for global secu-
rity.

It is pertinent to point
out that while sanctuary in
Afghanistan is an asset for

the TTP/ Al Qaeda, it is also
a constraining factor, be-
cause in the 2020 Doha ac-
cord, the Taliban had com-
mitted to not allowing their
territory to be used for ter-
rorism against any other
country. It follows that a
primary goal of the two
groups would be to capture
some territory in Pakistan
and proclaim that they were
not based in Afghanistan.
To defeat this strategy, we
should give the highest pri-
ority to preventing the
TTP from capturing terri-
tory in Pakistan, particu-
larly along the Afghan bor-
der.

As regards the third
pillar, kinetic measures are
an essential part of the CT
toolkit. But we need to
analyse why the military
operations in ex-Fata and
Swat, which successfully
subdued the TTP from
2014 to 2020, could not
prevent the group’s revival
from 2021 onwards. One
factor was the US with-
drawal from Afghanistan.
The other was our inability
to realise that military op-
erations, to be effective in
the long term, have to go
hand in hand with capacity
building of local police and
other civilian departments,
so that in due course, when

the military withdraws or
takes a back seat, the civil-
ian departments are capable
of taking over.

Coming to the fourth
pillar, if the capacity-build-
ing of state institutions for
combating terrorism is im-
portant, no less crucial is
the building up of the resil-
ience of society to counter
the terrorist threat. We wit-
nessed how the people of
Swat forced the TTP to
withdraw again to Afghani-
stan in 2022. This resilience
of the people against vio-
lent extremism must be ex-
panded and strengthened. It
can best be done by non-
kinetic measures.

While there is a wide
array of non-kinetic mea-
sures recommended by the
UN for countering terror-
ism and preventing violent
extremism, four areas de-
serve more attention in Pa-
kistan — increasing socio-
economic opportunities,
reducing political
marginalisation, improving
governance and neutralising
social networks that propa-
gate violent extremism. Be-
ing the front-line province,
KP deserves the highest
priority in terms of alloca-
tion of resources, both for
CT and PVE. In this regard,
Pakistan can learn from in-

ternational initiatives like
the EU’s Radicalisation
Awareness Network.

The above-mentioned
measures have been sug-
gested earlier also, but are
rarely implemented. This
can be broadly attributed to
1) lack of political owner-
ship of the national CT/
PVE effort, 2) the percep-
tion that national security
is the military’s domain,
with nominal input from
civilians, and last but not
the least, 3) non-allocation
of required resources to ci-
vilian institutions. To ad-
dress these, an essential
step is to civilianise the con-
cept of national security,
with the military playing a
supportive role. Else, this
vicious cycle of terrorism,
military operations, dislo-
cation of terrorists, peace
accords and then terrorists’
revival shall continue. It is
time we realised that in CT,
which Rupert Smith defines
as a “war amongst people”,
the military’s utility is criti-
cal but limited and is likely
to be short-lived, unless the
political, economic and gov-
ernance dimensions are si-
multaneously addressed.
For that, we need civilian
supremacy in CT/ PVE de-
cision-making. -- Courtesy
Dawn

Al Karim Datoo
The prime minister re-
cently declared an educa-
tion emergency, a much-
needed and welcome call to
action.

Our education system
is in critical condition and
experts must now step for-
ward to revive it. Interna-
tional donors and NGOs
must be watching keenly to
see what happens this
time. Academics may be
expecting invitations, pol-
ishing their PowerPoint
presentations, inserting the
new slogan ‘Education
Emergency’ in large fonts,
saving files on colourful
USBs, and securing them in
shiny leather bags. Here
come the reforms.

This time, the focus is
on the social margins —
out-of-school children — an
area that falls under the
United Nation’s SDG-4.
We need a dual-lens micro-
scope to address this issue:
one lens to focus on the
complex challenge of edu-
cational access for the out-
of-school children, and the
other to critically examine
society and the systems
that have allowed this is-
sue to swell to such an ex-
tent. The existence of 26.2
million children who have
stopped going to or never

have seen the inside of a
classroom cannot be an
overnight development, nor
one that took shape over
the course of a decade. It
requires sustained neglect,
apathy, and deep indiffer-
ence to reach such a sorry
state of affairs.

As a sociologist of
education, I shall explore
how sociology can help us
better understand this intri-
cate issue and inform our
response. The task of soci-
ology and anthropology is
to make the familiar strange,
so it can be viewed in a new
light. As self-help author
and motivational speaker
Wayne Dyer said, “When
you change the way you
look at things, the things
you look at change.” So, let
us examine the challenge of
educational access and con-
tinuity for the OOSC
through the lens of sociol-
ogy.

First, consider the so-
cial ecology of these chil-
dren. The issue is not solely
educational but fundamen-
tally a socio-historical and
political production. It is
the result of long-term ex-
clusion and marginalisation,
forming the social context
within which the issue has
grown. Over the years, nu-
merous policies and initia-
tives have attempted to ad-

dress this, yet they often
fail to tackle the root causes.
These initiatives often lack
a comprehensive under-
standing of the deep-seated
issues that perpetuate edu-
cational inequality.

It is a case of the slow
death of development, an
invisible social virus more
dangerous than Covid-19,
visible only through its
symptoms: multi-genera-
tional poverty, social injus-
tice, health inequalities,
oppression, human rights
violations, violence, cor-
ruption, child abuse, intol-
erance, and hypocrisy.

These factors have
nurtured the root causes of
educational inequality, of
which the out-of-school
children are a symptom.
Exclusion of these children
has been an incremental
process through history,
where society eats itself up,
driven by self-destructive
forces, like an autoimmune
disease. The powerful cen-
tres reproduce peripheries,
which in turn produce so-
cial margins whose exist-
ence becomes almost invis-
ible. Their condition is remi-
niscent of the insect in
Kafka’s Metamorphosis,
ambivalent and
alienated.Education as a
social institution alone can-
not resolve this problem

caused by multiple societal
failures. It needs support
and protection through val-
ues of social justice, human
rights, and freedoms. The
issue of out-of-school chil-
dren should be seen in its
social ecology, a symptom
of broader system failures.

We must recognise
that the challenges of edu-
cational inequalities cannot
be addressed in isolation;
interventions should be
supported and sustained
through global and national
commitments to social jus-
tice and civic responsibil-
ity. A composite response
to the challenges of out-of-
school children requires
multisectoral, multi-institu-
tional, and
multidisciplinary inputs.
Therefore, achieving SDG-
4 needs to be supplemented
with other SDGs, especially
SDGs-1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 16, and
17.

Second, consider the
variability within out-of-
school children. This group
is not homogeneous but di-
verse in demographic char-
acter, physical location,
degree of mobility, and
range of visibility. This cat-
egory includes street chil-
dren, rag pickers, child beg-
gars, nomads, children of
seasonal migrants, child in-
mates, and child labourers.

Each subgroup faces unique
challenges and barriers to
education, necessitating tai-
lored approaches and inter-
ventions. Education for all
means all these children
have a fundamental right to
not just education, but
health, and freedoms.
Therefore, a one-size-fits-
all solution is inadequate.
Different strategies are
needed for different groups.

Third, we must diver-
sify the curriculum and
pedagogy. Inclusion means
attending to differences,
and the diverse needs of this
group require correspond-
ing diversified pedagogical
methods. Traditional
schooling is not a panacea.
School shortages and dis-
tances are major obstacles
to educational access. We
need to provide flexible,
situationally relevant learn-
ing opportunities tailored
to the material and social
realities of marginalised
children.

Both educational con-
tent and pedagogical meth-
ods need innovation. We
should focus on learning
instead of schooling.
Schools are place-depen-
dent institutions, while
learning can be spatially
mobile, online, media-
based, hybrid, or distance-
based. The concept of learn-

Quetta

ing opens up multiple pos-
sibilities independent of
physical schooling. It is also
less costly. However, the
learning model needs
proper understanding of
non-formal educational ap-
proaches, which are cur-
rently underexplored in our
context.

Additionally, Unicef’s
Temporary Learning Cen-
tres, which proved viable
during the 2022 floods, can
be multiplied. A compara-
tive educational analysis,
such as innovations for out-
of-school children in
Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and
Kerala (India), offers valu-
able lessons. In these re-
gions, adaptable and com-
munity-centred educational
models have shown signifi-
cant success, demonstrating
the importance of context-
specific solutions.

These thoughts aim to
inform the response to the
prime minister’s call for
educational revival. We
need fresh thinking and ac-
tion, not rhetoric. As
Einstein reminds us, “We
cannot solve our problems
with the same thinking we
used when we created
them.”

May our education
system heal quickly, so no
child is left behind.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn
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KARACHI: Activists of Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) are holding protest
demonstration for release of PTI Founder Imran Khan, at Karachi press club.

LAHORE: Punjab Governor, Sardar Saleem Haider
Khan donating blood for children suffering from
thalassemia and hemophilia during his visit to
Sundus Foundation on World Blood Donor Day.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister of Punjab for
Finance Mian Mujtaba Shuja-ur- Rehman
addressing during pre-budget press conference
in the Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: Provincial Ministers Khawaja Salman
Rafique and Khawaja Imran Nazeer addressing a
Press Conference at DG Health Office.

RAWALPINDI: People arriving with their luggage to board a passenger van
at Pirwadhai bus station as they travel to their hometowns to celebrate the
Muslim festival Eid al-Adha.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif questioning from
patient that why he had brought on wooden cot during her visit to OPD of
Orthopedic at Sahiwal Teaching Hospital.

KARACHI: Chief Minister Sindh, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a pre-
budget cabinet meeting at CM House.

Punjab presented tax-free budget with largest ADP: ministers
LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Muslim League-
N (PML-N) Punjab
government has presented
a tax-free and surplus
budget of Rs 5,446 billion,
having the largest ADP
(Annual Development
Programme) for fiscal year
2024-25, mainly focusing
on social sector,
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e
development, production
sectors, services sectors,
and special initiatives for
people’s welfare and
poverty alleviation.

This budget is not an
exaggeration of figures but
a consolidated document
that has full cash cover and
it is the outcome of the
effective and well-though-
out policies of the
incumbent government.
The full cash cover due to
surplus revenue receipts,

particularly the provincial
own revenue receipts, will
ensure complete utilisation
of the ADP, thus ensuring
maximum relief to the
common man.

Provincial Senior
Minister for Planning and
Development (P&D)
Marriyum Aurangzab and
Provincial Finance
Minister Mian Mujtaba
Shuja-ur-Rehman stated
this while addressing the
post-budget conference,
here on Friday.

The senior minister
said that now the elected
government was in place
and “we have shun politics
for the sake of politics and
blame game, and we will
have to make joint efforts
for people’s well-being”.
The opposition has the
constitutional right of
criticism and the

government would
welcome its objections
which deemed better for
the people and the country,
she added.

She said that under
the leadership of Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz,
the Punjab government was
putting in order
comprehensive measures
such as promotion of
information technology,
skill development among
youth, women, transgender
community and the
minorities. The priority
sectors of the government
are Education, Health, IT,
Agriculture, infrastructure,
and law and order. She
elaborated that the
government has allocated
more funds for the above
sectors, stating that Health
Sector has been allocated a
total of Rs 539 billion with

ADP of Rs 129 billion;
Education sector was
allocated Rs 670 billion
with Rs 66 billion ADP;
Local Governments to get
Rs 321 billion with Rs 62
billion ADP; Agriculture
budget is Rs 117 billion
with Rs 65 ADP; Rs 375
billion would be spent on
infrastructure; and Rs 220
billion on Law and Order.

During the next
financial year, she said, the
government will also give
subsidy in various sectors
including Agriculture Rs
26.6 billion; Transport Rs
24.3 billion; and Rs 100
billion for the special
initiatives. Finance
Minister Mian Mujtaba
said that Rs 842 billion
ADP was 28 per cent
higher than the outgoing FY
2023-24 containing Rs 655
billion on this count. Out

of the development budget,
he elaborated, 33 per cent
would be spent on Social
Sector, 29 per cent on
Infrastructure, 13 per cent
on Production Sector, and
5 per cent on Services
Sector, while 20 per cent
would go to Special
Programmes/Initiatives.

The finance minister
said that total revenue
collection was estimated at
Rs 4643.40 billion; Rs
3,683.10 billion will be
received from federal
divisible pool; provincial
receipts (Own Resource
Revenue) are estimated at
Rs 960.30 billion (54 per
cent higher than the current
fiscal year) for financial
year 2024-25, while Non-
Tax Revenues are
estimated at Rs 488.40
billion (111 per cent higher
than the current FY).

Punjab Governor says:

Sundus Foundation
doing great work for
thalassemia patients

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Punjab
Governor, Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan today visited
Sundus Foundation on
World Blood Donor Day.
He met children suffering
from thalassemia and
hemophilia. Governor
Punjab also donated blood
on this occasion.

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
Sardar Saleem Haider Khan
said that donating blood for
people suffering from life-
threatening diseases is a
great service to the
humanity. He said that
Sundus Foundation is doing
great work for thalassemia
patients. Governor Punjab
said that Sundus
Foundation and other such
charitable organizations

which are serving humanity
should be encouraged . He
said that blood donation is
a hope of new life for
people suffering from life-
threatening diseases
including children suffering
from thalassemia and
hemophilia. Sardar Saleem
Haider said that millions of
patients get new lives
every year through blood
donation while it is
harmless for the persons
who donate blood.
Speaking to the media , the
Punjab Governor, Sardar
Saleem Haider Khan said
that Sundas Foundation has
a good repute as a reliable
organization which is
serving the persons
suffering from thalassemia
and hemophilia . He said
that the people have faith

in Sundus Foundation that
their donated blood would
reach the rightful persons.

Governor Punjab said
that Sundas Foundation has
state of the art system for
blood screening and tests
which is on a par with the
international standards. He
He said that Sundas
Foundation has also test
facility to prevent diseases
like thalassemia. The
Governor of Punjab said
that he appeals to the
public, especially the
youth, through the media,
to donate blood for the
noble cause. He said that
as the chancellor he would
also issue special
instructions to set up
blood banks in the
universities to motivate
students to donate blood.

KP Governor lauds
peformance of national
health services academy

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday visited
Health Services Academy
Islamabad where he lauded
its performance.

Upon arrival,  the
Governor was received by
Vice Chancellor of the
Academy, Dr Shahzad Ali
Khan, says a statement of
Governor house.

He was accompanied
by Member Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Ahmad Kundi.

The Governor visited
different departments of
the National Health
Services Academy working
under an aegies of Ministry
of National Health
Services, Regulations and
Coordination. He was
briefed on it’s over all
performance and its future
projects.

While appreciating
performance of the national
services academy
Islamabad, the Governor
said that the academy can
play an effective role in
elimination of
unemployment and

provision of better
healthcare facilities to the
remote and far flung areas
of Khyber Pakthunkhwa.

The Governor
directed the academy to
prepare proposals for
provision of facilities and
training centers at various
departments of the allied
health sciences working
under supervision of this
great institution in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Faisal Kundi assured
that Governor House
Peshawar would provide
all out cooperation in this
regard. Following provision
of training in different
technologies, he said that
residents of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa would get
better healthcare services at
their doorsteps besides
eradication of
unemployment.

He said that
employment opportunities
were existed in allied health
sciences not only in
Pakistan but also abroad if
organizations like National
Health Services registered
with Higher Education
Commission.

Khalid Maqbool urges
spreading NCA’s
message in world

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Education and
Professional Training Dr.
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
has said that he National
College of Arts (NCA) has
rich traditions in visual art
and literature and there was
need to spread this message
beyond its walls.

During a visit to the
National College of Arts
(NCA) here on Friday, he
said the NCA’s luminaries
were masters in their
respective areas and there
was need to take message
of this great art institution
to the other parts of the
country.

P r i n c i p a l / V i c e
Chancellor NCA Dr.
Murtaza Jafri briefed the
federal minister about the
historic NCA and its future
projects. “I had heard a lot

about this great institution
since my boyhood and
have come here in person
to experience the magic of
this fairy-tale institution,”
he responded.

Dr. Khalid Maqbool
also visited the Zahoor-ul-
Ikhlaq Gallery and evinced
keen interest in the
artworks put on display.
All the works on display
were creations of the NCA
alumni and the faculty
including Sadqain, Anna
Molka Ahmed, Murtaza
Jafri, Anwar Jalal Shemza,
Mehboob Ali,  Abbasi
Abidi, Khalid Iqbal and
Joan Fabian, etc.

To a query, the
minister said Pakistan
produces 25,000 IT
graduates every year out of
which only 5,000 get jobs
in the country.

Qasim visits RBC, attends
ceremony to mark World

Blood Donor Day
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Provincial
Health Minister, Syed
Qasim Ali Shah on Friday
visited Regional Blood
Center (RBC) Peshawar
and participated in a cake
cu t t ing  ce remon y to
mark World Blood Donor
Day.

He was accompanied
by Dr. Kaleem ullah, CEO
Blood Transfusion
Authority and Dr. Noor-e-
Saba, Manager RBC
Peshawar. Managers from

other RBCs of Swat,
Abbottabad and DI Khan
were also present in the
ceremony.

Health minister
emphasized the crucial role
of RBC and urged youth
to donate blood generously
and save precious lives.

He also announced
plans to link Blood
Transfusion Authority
with HIV, Hepatitis
program and with
Healthcare Commission to
enhance its effectiveness.

Punjab govt to ensure
tight security on Eid days
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Minister and
Chairman of the Cabinet
Sub-Committee on Law
and Order Khawaja Salman
Rafique promised
comprehensive security
measures, from cattle
markets to Eid prayers,
during a meeting on Friday.

A Cabinet Committee
on Law and Order meeting
was called to finalise Eidul
Azha security plan.

The minister
emphasised that banned
organisations would face
stringent legal action if
they attempted to collect
hides or violate the law.
“The Home Department’s

control room will oversee
reports from across Punjab
throughout the Eid
holidays,” he noted.
Instructions have been
given to the police and
district administration to
enforce government orders
strictly. The meeting
reviewed the province’s
overall law and order
situation and specific
Eidul-Azha security
arrangements. Provincial
Finance Minister Mujtaba
Shuja-ur-Rahman and
Transport Minister Bilal
Akbar Khan, along with
senior officials, including
Home Secretary Punjab
Noorul Amin Mengal.

PTI founder enjoying
lavish lifestyle in jail: Azma

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Information
Minister Azma Bokhari
said on Friday that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder was enjoying
a lavish in jail, as six jail
cells had been vacated for
him.

In the last eight
months, the PTI founder
met 288 people in jail, she
added. His family and his
lawyers meet him thrice a
week, the minister said

while rebutting Barrister
Saif’s statement. She said
Imran Khan had been
provided with TV, room-
cooler, study table, chair,
exercise bike, stretching
belt, bookshelves, books
and a separate space for
walking twice a  day,
along with a separate
kitchen. She recalled that
Mian Nawaz Sharif was
allowed to meet his people
only once a week on
Thursday.

Two killed,
four injured

in Gujranwala
cylinder blast

GUJRANWALA (APP):
At least two people were
killed and four other
sustained injuries on
Friday after a cylinder
blast rocked a factory
located on Commissioner
Road, Gujranwala.

According to rescue
officials, relief operation
underway at the site to
evacuate the workers and
remove the debris, whereas
injured were promptly
transported to a nearby
hospital, a private news
channel reported.

Rescue teams
contained the ensuing fire
and ensuring no other
casualties are trapped
under the wreckage.

The cause of the
explosion remains under
investigation.

Coaster accident
claims one life,
leaves injured

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
At least one person was
killed and several others
injured when the brakes of
a coaster carrying students
and teachers of Haripur
Rehana Umar Islamic
Public School failed at
Batangi Mor Bagnotar in
Abbottabad on Thursday.

According to rescue
sources, the coaster
carrying 42 students and 8
teachers met with an
accident in which 12 people
were injured.

Rescue 1122 shifted
the injured to the Ayub
Teaching Hospital (ATH)
Abbottabad.

Unfortunately, one
injured student could not
survive and succumbed to
injuries, and the condition
of four patients remains
critical, while others
injured are stable.

The injured were
identified as Zahid, Imran,
Mah Noor, Riyadh, Noor
Fatima, Fiza Sharif,
Anabia, Ayesha, Shanza,
Manahil Aziz, and Khizra
Waris. Mazhar Iqbal, a
resident of Darband
Khelabat, lost his life in the
accident.

Jimmy’s work attract art
lovers: Rana Mashhood

LHC orders to impound
smoke emitting vehicles

Two killed,
2 injured in

Layyah firing
incident

LAYYAH:(AP P ) :Two
people were killed and two
others sustained injuries in
a firing incident between
two rival groups in the
suburbs of Layyah district,
private news channel and
the police reported on
Friday.

According to the
details, the firing incident
was reported as an old
enmity.

Police and rescue team
reached the accident site
immediately after the
incident reported.

Man kills wife,
mother-in-law
and father-in-law

in Nizampur
PESHAWAR (APP): An
infuriated man who failed
to convince his wife to
return to his house, shot
dead his mother-in-law,
father-in-law and wife in
Nizampur area of district
Nowshera, police
informed on Friday.

According to police,
the incident occurred in
Enziri village of Nizampur
where a man shot dead his
wife, mother-in-law and
father-in-law after failing to
take back his wife to home.

Those who were
killed in the firing included
Mir Akbar Khan (43), his
wife (38) and daughter.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chairman of the Prime
Minister ’s Youth
Programme (PMYP) Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan
on Friday said that Jimmy
Engineer’s work has always
attracted art lovers from
Pakistan and abroad,
highlighting the country’s
soft image.

He said this while
visiting the Painting
Exhibition of world-
renowned artist and social
worker Jimmy Engineer at
the Pakistan National
Council of the Arts
(PNCA).

“Jimmy is a great
artist and his paintings have
gained acknowledgment
worldwide”, he said and

added that Jimmy’s efforts
to kindle the name of
Pakistan at the
international level were
c o m m e n d a b l e .
J i m m y ’s  p a i n t i n g
exhib it ions  have been
o rga n ized  in  sev era l
c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g
I t a l y,  F r a n c e ,
D e n mark, Switzerland,
Russia, China, Germany,
and the United States while
his paintings were
available in more than
seventy countries.

A show of Jimmy’s
“100 prints” prepared by
Dr Rahat Naveed and
Amna Pataudi was
exhibited at the National
Art Gallery on June 5 to
delight the audience.

LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has ordered to impound
smoke emitting vehicles.

Justice Shahid Karim
of LHC took up for hearing
petitions filed by citizen
Haroon Farooq and others
seeking remedy of
environmental problem and
eradication of smog here
Friday. The court remarked
during the hearing of the
case “ stern action be taken
against smoke emitting
vehicle. Such vehicles be
impounded. These vehicles

should not be allowed to
come on road unless they
are rectified. Service roads
be painted with tyre color.

Member judicial
council informed the court
sale of dead chicken market
in Tollinton market is the
biggest problem. Food
authority has seized 47000
kilogram dead chicken. But
the vehicles which carried
these dead chicken
remained untraceable. Now
safe city has been
entrusted the duty of
tracking these vehicles.

Punjab health ministers
stress collective responsibility

in dengue control
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Health Ministers Khawaja
Salman Rafique and
Khawaja Imran Nazir have
emphasised that combating
dengue is a collective
responsibility of all
stakeholders, not just one
department.

They made these
remarks while chairing a
crucial meeting on dengue,
infectious diseases, and
disaster management at the
Civil Secretariat, on Friday.

Minister Khawaja
Salman Rafique stressed
the need for commissioners
and deputy commissioners
to actively monitor anti-
dengue operations. He
urged religious scholars to
raise public awareness
about dengue during

Jummah prayers and called
for increased dengue
surveillance in Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala, and
Multan. “All departments
must be mobilized at the
district level to tackle the
dengue threat effectively.
The health department is
implementing a
comprehensive plan to
prevent dengue and other
diseases, with the timely
revamping of major
hospitals being a top
priority,” he stated. To
date, Punjab has reported
170 confirmed dengue
cases this year. He also
mentioned the availability
of ample dengue medicines
in government hospitals.

Provincial Minister
for Primary and Secondary

Healthcare Khawaja Imran
Nazir highlighted that
future efforts would utilize
existing resources instead
of recruiting additional
dengue workers. He called
on citizens to actively
eliminate dengue larvae
breeding sites in their
homes, stressing, “How
long will teams continue to
clean air coolers in people’s
houses? Accountability for
homes with detected larvae
is essential.”

He proposed the
development of new
strategies alongside
traditional methods to
combat dengue and
instructed commissioners
to oversee political leaders
at the Union Council level
in anti-dengue activities.
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ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication, Shaza Fatima
Khawaja exchanging views with Julian Gorman, GSMAs Head of Asia Pacific
during meeting held in Islamabad.

Ambassador of Pakistan to China, H.E. Khalil Hashmi inaugurated Pakistan
Food Festival at Shangri-La Hotel, Chengdu, China.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Saleem Mandviwalla Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Revenue presiding over a
meeting (Morning Session) of the committee at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: President of Federation of Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) Atif
Ikram Shaikh addressing a press conference at
his office in the Federal Capital.

QUETTA: A man selcting and purchasing waste
coat during eid shopping.

HYDERABAD: Family busy in selecting and
purchasing sandal on a roadside stall in connection
with Eid-ul-Azha at Resham Bazaar.

LAHORE: Livestock vendors displaying the
sacrificial camels while waiting the customers at
temporary cattle market at Shahpur Kanjra ahead
of Eidul Azha.

Masood Khan urges greater
US investment in Pakistan,
trade to boost bilateral ties

Envoy Tirmizi, UAE minister
discuss insurance, facilitation

of Pakistani workers

Govt committed for
transforming Pak into
digital economy: Shaza

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja here on
Friday said that the
government is committed
for digitalization and
transform Pakistan into
Digital economy

During the meeting
with GSMA’s Head of Asia
Pacific Julian Gorman
matters related to digital
transformation, and
upcoming GSMA Digital
Nation Summit were
discussed said a news
release.

Count ry Lead
Digital Transformation,

Pakistan, GSMA, Saira
Faisal was also present
in the meeting.

She said Ministry of
IT will play pivotal role in
GSMA Digital Nation
Summit. Ministry of IT &
Telecom will extend full
support and facilitation
regarding GSMA Digital
Nation Summit to be held
on August 7.

Julian Gorman
expressed his gratitude to
MoITT for their support
of the GSMA Digital
Nation Summit in August
and assured full support to
the government in their
digitization journey.

WASHINGTON (APP):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States, Masood
Khan, has called for greater
American investment in
Pakistan and more trade
between the two countries
in an effort to further
strengthen their relations.

Speaking at the World
Affairs Council in
Philadelphia, he urged US
businesses to increase their
investment portfolios,
especially in tech-startups,
renewable energy,
agriculture and extractive
industries.

“Pakistan is a big
market for American
manufacturers,” the
ambassador told a gathering
of scholars, policy-makers,
legislators, entrepreneurs,
business leaders and
professionals. “If you
manufacture state-of-the-
art products, you have 240
million consumers in
Pakistan,”  he said.

In his remarks,

Ambassador Masood Khan
dealt with Pak-US
relations, war on terror, re-
calibration of their bilateral
ties in the post-withdrawal
period, Pakistan-India
relations and the issues of
regional stability. In this
regard, he focused on the
existing investment and
trade opportunities
between the two countries
that provided new sinews
to the relationship.

Tracing the roots of
Pak-US relations,
especially the US support
during the initial days of
Pakistan and the robust
partnership of the two
countries both in times of
war and peace, the
Ambassador presented a
holistic view of the ties
spanning over seven
decades, saying the two
countries are now investing
in people-centric
diplomacy.

“We have a big human
capital and it is growing.

Pakistan is digitally
connected with the rest of
the world and it is tech
savvy, with hundreds of
institutions which are
investing in future
technologies,” he said.

On counter-terrorism
cooperation, Masood
Khan said,  “We
collaborated and together
we broke the back of
terrorist organizations. Al-
Qaeda is not where it was
in 2001-02. There is
awareness all around the
world about the
asymmetric threat of
terrorism to international
civilization and how to
tackle it,” he said.

In late 2021 and early
2022, he said, the
leadership of Pakistan and
the United States reset
their relationship, deciding
that “while we will
continue our cooperation in
countering terrorism,
promoting regional
stability.

DUBAI (APP):
Ambassador of Pakistan to
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Faisal Niaz Tirmizi
on Friday met with the
UAE’s Minister of Human
Resources and
Emiratisation Dr.
A b d u l r a h m a n
Abdulmannan Al Awar
wherein they discussed the
issues of mutual interests
especially those pertaining
to Pakistani diaspora
working in the multiple
sectors.

Ambassador Tirmizi
conveyed regards and
gratitude on behalf of
Federal Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource
Development, Chaudhry
Salik Hussain to Dr.
A b d u l r a h m a n
Abdulmannan Al Awar.

He lauded and

thanked the leadership of
the UAE for reposing great
trust in Pakistan as a
brotherly and friendly
country. He appreciated
the government and people
of the UAE for hosting
about 1.7 million
Pakistanis who were
supporting their families
and country by sending
remittances back home.

Both sides underlined
the significant role played
by Pakistanis in the UAE’s
development, and the
tremendous potential and
opportunities for further
enhancing bilateral
cooperation in various
fields. The meeting focused
on enhancing mutual
collaboration aiming at the
efficiency in visa
processing, screening,
attestation of documents,
and others, with a view to

facilitating Pakistanis
seeking jobs in the UAE.

The UAE minister
offered all possible
assistance in streamlining
the visa-aligned services,
especially sharing the best
technological practices
minimizing human
interactions, and ensuring
transparency.

He said that
Pakistanis would continue
to play their role in the
progress of the UAE and
both sides would work
together to mitigate the
challenges, if any.

Ambassador Tirmizi
also discussed health
insurance for Pakistani
workers. Both sides agreed
to work closely to address
related issues and
encourage workers to opt
for health insurance
schemes.

Pakistan Food Festival
Inaugurated at Shangri-La

Hotel, Chengdu
BEIJING (APP): The
Pakistan Food Festival was
inaugurated on Friday at
the prestigious Shangri-La
Hotel in Chengdu,
celebrating the rich
culinary heritage and
diverse flavors of Pakistan.

The festival with
signature Muslim cuisine is
jointly being presented by
Shangri-La Chengdu and
Pakistan Consulate
General in Chengdu.

The event saw the
participation of several
distinguished guests and
officials, including Director
General Zhang Tao of the
Sichuan Foreign Affairs
Office, Director General
Jiang Bin of the Chengdu
Foreign Affairs Office,
Vice President Tang Jilan of
the Sichuan People’s
Association of Friendship
with Foreign Countries,
Vice President Wang
Guangjun of the China
Council for Promotion of
Investment and Trade -
Sichuan Branch, Song

Junwu, Deputy Director
General of the Sichuan
Provincial People’s
Department of Culture and
Tourism, He Di, Director
of the Office of
International and Overseas
Chinese Affairs Committee
of the Sichuan Provincial
People’s Congress, and
Thomas Gou, Assistant
General Manager of
Shangri-La Hotel.

Speaking on the
occasion, Ambassador of
Pakistan Khalil Hashmi
highlighted the importance
of culinary diplomacy in
fostering cultural
exchanges and deepening
the bonds between
Pakistan and China.

He shared that the
inspiration for the festival
came during his first visit
to Sichuan in January,
where he was deeply
moved by the warmth and
hospitality of the people
and their profound
appreciation for cultural
exchanges.

Indonesia embassy,
ACI hosts ‘ASEAN

Movie Night’

Textile exports up by
1.41% to 15.241 billion

Agriculture minister
inaugurates lumpy
skin disease vaccine

RDA inflows rise to
$8.055 bn in May 24

FCCI says

Minister has promised
to help solve business
community problems

Govt projected to
enhance area under

major crop production

Rupee gains
9 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Rupee on Friday
gained 9 paisa against the
US Dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at Rs
278.50 against the previous
day’s closing at Rs 278.59.

According to the
Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market,
however, were Rs 277.6
and Rs 280.5 respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs 3.06 to
close at Rs 298.22 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
301.28, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
lost 1 paisa and closed at
Rs 1.76, whereas a
decrease of Rs 1.71 was
wi tnessed  in  t he
exchange  ra t e  o f  t he
Brit ish Pound,  which
traded at Rs 354.55 as
co mpared  to  the  la s t
day’s  c los in g o f Rs
356.26.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal decreased
by 2 and 3 paisa to close at
Rs 75.82 and Rs 74.23.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):Three
ships namely,Beijing,
Victorian Kosan and Xin
Hai Tong-23 carrying
Containers, Chemicalsand
Coal, berthed at Container
Terminal,Engro Terminal
and Bulk Terminal
respectively on Thursday.

Meanwhile three
more ships, Bristol Trader,
Two Million Ways and
Magique Marline with
Chemicals, Gas oil and Stell
coil also arrived at outer
anchorage of the port
during the last 24 hours.

A total of seven ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them four
ships, Beijing, Victorian
Kosan, Asia Inspire and
Hafnia Excellence are
expected to sail on today
afternoon.Cargo volume
of143,392 tonnes,
comprising 106,111 tonnes
imports cargo and 37,281
tonnes export cargo,
including containerized
cargo carried in 2,206
Containers (13 TEUs
Imports and 2,193 TEUs
export) was handled at the
port during last 24 hours.

Three ships are at
outer anchorage, out of
them two ships namely
Bristol Trader and Two
Million Ways & another
ship Eleoussa carrying
Chemicals, Gas oil and Coal
are expected to take berths
at EVTL, FOTCO and
PIBT respectively on
Friday  and two container
ships CMA CGM
Nabucco and Apollon Dare
due to arrive at Port Qasim
on Saturday.

Gold rates
up by Rs.800

per tola
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price of per tola of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs.800 and was sold at
Rs.241,500 on Friday
against its sale at Rs.
240,700 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs 686 to
Rs.207,047 from Rs.
206,361 whereas that of 10
gram 22 karat gold went up
to Rs.189, 973 from Rs.
189,165, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

Per tola and ten gram
silver remained stagnant at
Rs.2,750 and Rs.2,357.68
respectively.

The price of gold in
the international market
increased by $8 to $2,323
from $2,315, the
Association reported.

IMF board
approves
Argentina
payout of

almost $800mn
WASHINGTON (AFP/
APP): The IMF executive
board voted Thursday to
approve a payout of
almost $800 million for
Argentina as it continues a
program of drastic
economic reforms under its
libertarian president, Javier
Milei. A self-declared
“anarcho-capitalist,” Milei
has vowed to halt
Argentina’s economic
decline and reduce the
budget deficit to zero, and
has embarked on a program
to slash public spending
and bring down inflation,
which remains at an annual
rate of more than 275
percent.  “The Executive
Board assessed the
program to be firmly on
track, with all quantitative
performance criteria
through end-March 2024
met with margins,” the
International Monetary
Fund said in a statement.

The decision by the
IMF executive board to
approve the eighth review
of its loan program with the
Latin American nation will
allow for the disbursement
of just over $793 million,
bringing the total
disbursements under the
existing program to more
than $41 billion. “The
Board emphasized that
sustaining the strong
progress requires
improving the quality.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Embassy of the
Republic of Indonesia, in
collaboration with the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN)
Committee in Islamabad
(ACI) has hosted a
ASEAN Movie Night
event featuring the award-
winning Indonesian film
“Ngeri-Ngeri Sedap”,
directed by the Indonesian
Producer Bene Dion
Rajagukguk.

The event was a
delightful fusion of cinema
and cuisine, celebrating the
rich cultural ties and
immense similarities
between Indonesia and
Pakistan.

On this occasion, the
Indonesia Chargé d’
Affaires (CDA) Rahmat
Hindiarta in his welcoming
remarks apprised the
distinguished guests from

the diplomatic and
Pakistani community that
the ASEAN Movie Night
reflects the spirit of
continuously bolstering
friendship among ASEAN
family members.
“Moreover, I also wish to
transfer the spirit of
friendship among us to our
brothers and sisters in
Pakistan and beyond,” he
said.

The Indonesian CDA
also called Pakistani
filmmakers to ‘Look East’
to further explore the
potential of the creative
economy in Indonesia and
ASEAN region.

Elaborating the huge
economic potential of the
Indonesian creative
industry he said, “The film
industry is currently the
fastest-growing sub-sector
of Indonesia’s creative
economy.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The exports of textile
group witnessed an
increase of 1.41 percent
during the eleven months
of the financial year 2023-
24, as against the exports
of the corresponding
months of last year.

The textile products
exports from the country
were recorded at US
$15,241,477 million during
July-May (2023-24)
against the exports of US
$15,029,794 million during
July-May (2022-23),
according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

The textile
commodities that
witnessed positive trade
growth included raw

cotton, the exports of
which grew by 317.77
percent, from $13.425
million last year to $56.086
million this year.

Likewise, the exports
of cotton yarn increased by
23.47 percent, from $
737.185 million last year to
$910.193 million this year
and bed wear by 4.77
percent, from $ 2,451.263
million to $ 2,568.186
million.

The export of towels
also surged by 6.09 percent
from $912.362 million to
$967.936 million whereas
the export of ready-made
garments up by 2.09
percent to $3,238,812
million from $3,172,385
million.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The inflow of remittances
under Roshan Digital
Account (RDA) has risen
to US $8.055 billion by the
end of May 2024 as
compared to US $7.831
billion by April (2024)
end, according to the latest
data released by the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP).

The data showed that
the inflows of remittances
during April were recorded
at US$ 224 million as
compared to US$ 171
million in March and US$
182 million in February
2024. These accounts
provide innovative banking
solutions to millions of
Non-Resident Pakistanis

(NRPs), including Non-
Resident Pakistan Origin
Card (POC) holders,
seeking to undertake
banking, payment, and
investment activities in
Pakistan.

The number of
accounts registered under
the programme also rose
by 12,960 to 702,610 in
May 2024 from 689,650
accounts in April 2024.

By the end of May,
overseas Pakistanis have
invested US $338 million
in Naya Pakistan
Certificates, US $582 in
Naya Pakistan Islamic
Certificates, and US $37
million in Roshan Equity
Investment.

LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Agriculture and Livestock
Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani on Friday
inaugurated the lumpy skin
disease vaccine at the
Veterinary Research
Institute Lahore (VRIL).

Secretary Livestock
Punjab Masood Anwar,
Director General
(Research) Dr Sajjad
Hussain and DG Livestock
(Extension) Asif Salman
Sahi were also present.

Ashiq Kirmani, while
addressing the meeting,
appreciated the efforts
made by the team of
Livestock Department and
Veterinary Research
Institute for development
of vaccine.

He said that livestock
sector had the significant
importance in country’s
economy. The government
would provide loans on
easy installments to

40,000 farmers in rural
areas of Punjab for dairy
farming through the
issuance of livestock cards,
he added.

Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
Sharif had approved
disease control and
traceability programmes
under the programmes, 12
lakh animals and 1.5 lakh
livestock farmers would
benefit, the minister added.

The provincial
minister maintained that
the government wanted to
increase production of milk
and meat to increase the
exports of the livestock
sector.

Secretary Livestock
Punjab Masood Anwar
said that developing a
vaccine was not an easy
task. “We have created our
own internal surveillance
and counter-check system
for disease surveillance,”
he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The government has set a
target to cultivate the
wheat crop over 9.712
million acres for producing
about 36.310 million metric
tons of grains during the
next season (2024-25) to
fulfill  the local
requirements as well as to
maintain the strategic food
reserves in the country.

Meanwhile, the rice
cultivation targets were
fixed at 3.062 million acres
to produce about 8.731
million metric tons of the
crop during next season
falling 2024-25, according
to the Annual Plane 2024-
25. Meanwhile, the maize
crop is to be grown over

1.512 million acres to
produce 9.254 million tons
for the commodity during
the period under review,
whereas sugarcane
1.241milon acres for
producing about  7.667
million tons of the crop.

According to the
Annual Plan 2024-25, the
cotton second major crop
the country  to be grown
over 3.118 million acres,
whereas the output of
cotton output was set at
10.873 million bales during
the crop season 2024-25.

For minor crops, the
area and production for
gram for 2024-25 have been
projected at 865.0
thousand hectares.

FAISALABAD (APP):
President Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (FCCI) Dr
Khurram Tariq has said that
Federal Minister for
Defence Khawaja
Muhammad Asif has
promised that the
government will make its
best efforts to solve
genuine problems being
confronted by the business
community.

In a statement issued
here on Friday, he said that
a joint delegation of the
FCCI and Sialkot chamber
met the minister and
apprised him of the budget
related issues in addition to

other problems. He said
that he represented the
business community of
Faisalabad and requested
the minister that
fundamental economic
issues must be resolved to
streamline the economy on
a solid and sustained basis.

The FCCI chief said
that the delegation handed
over his budget related
reservations in writing to
the federal minister and the
minister promised that the
government would solve
their problems on top
priority basis.The minister
said that economic revival
was a joint objective of the
government and business.
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Putin demands more
Ukrainian land to end war;

Kyiv rejects ‘ultimatum’
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: President
Vladimir Putin said on Fri-
day Russia would end the
war in Ukraine only if Kyiv
agreed to drop its NATO
ambitions and hand over
the entirety of four prov-
inces claimed by Moscow,
demands Kyiv swiftly re-
jected as tantamount to
surrender.

On the eve of a con-
ference in Switzerland to
which Russia has not been
invited, Putin set out
maximalist conditions
wholly at odds with the
terms demanded by
Ukraine, apparently re-
flecting Moscow’s growing
confidence that its forces
have the upper hand in the
war. He restated his demand
for Ukraine’s
demilitarisation, unchanged
from the day he sent in his
troops on Feb. 24, 2022,
and said an end to Western

sanctions must also be part
of a peace deal.

He also repeated his
call for Ukraine’s
“denazification”, based on
what Kyiv calls an un-
founded slur against its lead-
ership. Ukraine said the
conditions were “absurd”.

“He is offering for
Ukraine to admit defeat. He
is offering for Ukraine to
legally give up its territo-
ries to Russia.

He is offering for
Ukraine to sign away its
geopolitical sovereignty,”
Ukrainian presidential ad-
viser Mykhailo Podolyak
told Reuters.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy told Italy’s
SkyTG24 news channel:
“These are ultimatum mes-
sages that are no different
from messages from the
past.”

U.S. Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin told re-

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting with the leadership of
the Russian foreign ministry in Moscow, Russia.

Quetta

porters at NATO headquar-
ters in Brussels: “He (Putin)
is not in any position to
dictate to Ukraine what
they must do to bring about
peace.” The timing of
Putin’s speech was clearly
intended to preempt the
Swiss summit, billed as a
“peace conference” despite
Russia’s exclusion, where
Zelenskiy seeks a show of
international support for
Kyiv’s terms to end the
war.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy is
meeting world leaders for a
summit this weekend.

“The conditions are
very simple,” Putin said,
listing them as the full
withdrawal of Ukrainian
troops from the entire
territory of the Donetsk,
Luhansk, Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia regions in
eastern and southern
Ukraine.

Pope Francis tells G7
that humans must

not lose control of AI

Putin is in no position to make
demands of Ukraine for peace,

US defense secretary says

Monitoring Desk
BORGO EGNAZIA: Pope
Francis became the first
pontiff to address a Group
of Seven summit on Friday,
warning world leaders that
Artificial Intelligence must
never be allowed to get the
upper hand over humanity.

An array of global
chiefs warmly embraced the
87-year-old pope as he
made his way around their
huge oval table, pushed in
a wheelchair as age and in-
firmity limit his mobility.

The pope said AI
represented an “epochal
transformation” for man-
kind, but stressed the need
for close oversight of the
ever-developing technol-
ogy to preserve human life
and dignity.

 “No machine should
ever choose to take the life
of a human being,” he said,

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is in no
position to make demands
on Ukraine to end the war,
U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said on Friday,
as he touted Kyiv’s military
successes confronting
Moscow’s full-scale inva-
sion. Putin said earlier on
Friday that Russia would
end the war in Ukraine only
if Kyiv agreed to drop its
NATO ambitions, hand over
the entirety of four prov-
inces claimed by Moscow,
and carry out a demilitari-
zation. “He is not in any po-
sition to dictate to Ukraine
what they must do to bring
about peace,” Austin told re-
porters at NATO headquar-
ters in Brussels.

Russia controls nearly
a fifth of Ukrainian territory
in the third year of the war.
Ukraine says peace can
only be based on the full
withdrawal of Russian

forces and the restoration
of its territorial integrity.

“He’s had some hun-
dreds of thousands of
troops wounded and killed
in this unjust and unpro-
voked invasion. He could
end this today if he if he
chose to do that. And we
call upon him to do that and
to leave Ukrainian sover-
eign territory,” Austin said.

In his address, Putin
said “the future existence of
Ukraine” depended on it
withdrawing its forces, on
it adopting a neutral status,
and on beginning talks with
Russia, and said Kyiv’s mili-
tary situation would worsen
if it rejected the offer. The tim-
ing of Putin’s speech was
clearly intended to preempt
Ukraine’s Swiss summit, billed
as a “peace conference” despite
Russia’s exclusion, where
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy seeks a
show of international support
for Kyiv’s terms to end the war.

adding that people should
not let superpowerful al-
gorithms decide their des-
tiny.

“We would condemn
humanity to a future with-
out hope if we took away
people’s ability to make
decisions about them-
selves and their lives, by
dooming them to depend
on the choices of ma-
chines,” he warned.

The G7 draws to-
gether the leaders of the
United States, Germany,
Britain, France, Italy,
Canada and Japan.

In addition, Italian
Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, the summit host,
invited 10 other nations to
join the talks on Friday,
including the prime min-
ister of India and presi-
dents of Turkey and
Kenya.

Heavy rain, landslides
kill 6 in India’s Sikkim,
2,000 tourists stranded

Monitoring Desk
GUWAHATI: At least six
people have been killed
this week and around 2,000
tourists stranded in India’s
Himalayan state of Sikkim
in landslides and floods af-
ter incessant rainfall, offi-
cials said on Friday.

Another four people
have been killed in Nepal’s
Taplejung district, which
borders Sikkim, after a
landslide following rains
swept away the house in
which they were sleeping,
officials there said.

Heavy rains triggered
landslides at several loca-
tions in Mangan district,
which covers north Sikkim
and lies about 100 km (60
miles) north of the state
capital Gangtok, the local
government of the north-
eastern Indian state said.

“It’s been raining con-
tinuously for 36 hours.
The road to north Sikkim
has been damaged in mul-
tiple locations, snapping
connection to the district,”
said Hem Kumar Chettri,
the district magistrate of
Mangan.

“The stranded tour-
ists are all safe but we have

not been able to evacuate
them because of the dam-
age,” he said, adding that
11 of them were foreign
nationals.

The small Buddhist
state of 650,000 people,
wedged between Bhutan,
China and Nepal, is a
popular tourist destination
but also faces natural di-
sasters caused by extreme
weather events in the
Himalayas.

At least 179 people
died last year in Sikkim
when a Himalayan glacial
lake outburst triggered
floods.

Personnel and ma-
chinery have been de-
ployed to fix the road,
Chettri said, adding that
the damage was “exten-
sive” and repair will take
some time. About 50
houses have been partly or
fully damaged by the rains
and people have been take
to a relief camp.

While eastern parts of
Nepal have been lashed by
heavy rains, the Hima-
layan country’s western
areas are facing one of the
hottest seasons, weather
officials said.

Indian relatives grieve
as bodies of 45 Kuwait

fire victims return
Monitoring Desk

KOCHI: Grieving families
kept a solemn vigil in the
terminal of an Indian airport
on Friday as the bodies of
dozens of migrant workers
killed in a Kuwait building
fire returned home.

Wednesday’s dawn
blaze quickly engulfed a
housing block home to for-
eign labourers servicing the
oil-rich gulf state’s
economy.

Fifty people died in
the resulting inferno, 45 of
them Indians, with dozens
more hospitalised and an-
guished relatives back home
frantically chasing news of
whether their loved ones
had perished.

“We held on to hope
till the last minute that
maybe he got out, maybe
he’s in the hospital,” Anu
Aby, the neighbour of 31-
year-old victim Cibin
Abraham, told AFP.

Aby said Abraham
had been due to return to
his home in Kerala state in
August for his child’s first
birthday.

Abraham had been on
the phone to his wife just
an hour before the fire be-
gan, he said.

Others sat in a wait-
ing area at Kochi airport in
India’s south, wiping away
tears as the Indian Air Force
plane carrying the remains
of their relatives touched
down.

“It is an unending loss
for the families of the de-
ceased,” Kerala chief min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan told
reporters at the airport.

“Measures need to be
taken to prevent a recur-
rence of such an incident
and it is hoped that the
Kuwaiti government will
take the requisite action.”

Most of Kuwait’s
population of more than
four million is made up of
foreigners.

Many of them are
from South and Southeast
Asia working in construc-
tion and service industries
and live in overcrowded
housing blocks such as the
one that went up in flames
on Wednesday.

Rights groups say
that migrant workers in
Kuwait are vulnerable to
abuse and exploitation be-
cause of the “kafala” spon-
sorship system, which
ties their visas to their em-
ployers.

Pope Francis and French President Emmanuel Macron attend a session on
Artificial Intelligence (AI), Energy, Africa and Mediterranean on the second
day of the G7 summit in Borgo Egnazia, Italy.

US attack sub, Canada navy
patrol ship arrive in Cuba on

heels of Russian warships

ICC probes
cyberattacks in Ukraine
as possible war crimes

Finland will
host a NATO
land command

and troops
Monitoring Desk

HELSINKI: Finland will
host a new land command
unit of the NATO military
alliance, Minister of De-
fence Antti Hakkanen told
reporters on Friday follow-
ing a meeting of the alliance
in Brussels.

After decades of mili-
tary non-alignment, Finland
joined NATO last year in
response to neighbouring
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

“I’m pleased to state
that today all NATO mem-
ber states have given their
political consent to
Finland’s key goals in its
NATO integration,”
Hakkanen said.

“Finland will host a
NATO command and
there will be land force
presence in Finland,” he
added. Hakkanen said the
Finnish NATO command
will have as a task to di-
rect land warfare opera-
tions in northern Europe
and in Scandinavia.

Greece closes
ancient tourist
sites as heatwave

persists
Monitoring Desk

ATHENS: Greece shut
more ancient tourist sites in
Athens on Thursday and
elderly people took refuge
at designated air-condi-
tioned spots as the first
heatwave of the summer
persisted for a third day.

The famous Acropo-
lis, set on a rocky hill over-
looking the capital, and
other nearby tourist attrac-
tions were closed on Thurs-
day afternoon as winds
from North Africa pushed
temperatures towards 43
degrees Celsius (109 degrees
Fahrenheit). Many primary
schools and nurseries across
the country were closed to
protect students from the
heat, which was expected to
recede on Saturday.

Monitoring Desk
HAVANA: A Canadian
navy patrol ship sailed into
Havana early on Friday,
just hours after the United
States announced a fast-at-
tack submarine had docked
at its Guantanamo naval
base on Cuba, both vessels
on the heels of Russian
warships that arrived on the
island earlier this week.

The confluence of
Russian, Canadian and U.S.
vessels in Cuba - a Com-
munist-ruled island nation
just 160 km (100 miles)
from Florida - served up a
reminder of old Cold War
tensions and of current
fraught ties between Rus-
sia and Western nations
over the Ukraine war.

However, both the
U.S. and Cuba have said the
Russian warships pose no
threat to the region. Russia
has also characterized the
arrival of its warships in

allied Cuba as routine.
The Admiral

Gorshkov frigate and the
nuclear-powered subma-
rine Kazan, half submerged
with its crew on deck, sailed
into Havana harbor on
Wednesday after conduct-
ing “high-precision missile
weapons” training in the
Atlantic Ocean.

Canada‘s Margaret
Brooke patrol vessel began
maneuvers early on Friday
to enter Havana harbor, part
of what the Canadian Joint
Operations Command called
“a port visit...in recognition
of the long-standing bilateral
relationship between
Canada and Cuba.” A Cana-
dian diplomat characterized
the Margaret Brooke‘s ar-
rival as “routine and part
of long-standing coopera-
tion between our two coun-
tries”, adding it was “un-
related to the presence of
the Russian ships.”

Monitoring Desk
THE HAGUE: Prosecutors
at the International Crimi-
nal Court are investigating
alleged Russian
cyberattacks on Ukrainian
civilian infrastructure as
possible war crimes, four
sources familiar with the
case have told Reuters.

It is the first confirma-
tion that attacks in
cyberspace are being inves-
tigated by international
prosecutors, which could
lead to arrest warrants if
enough evidence is gath-
ered. The probe is examin-
ing attacks on infrastruc-
ture that endangered lives
by disrupting power and
water supplies, cutting
connections to emergency
responders or knocking out
mobile data services that
transmit air raid warnings,

one official said.
ICC prosecutors are

working alongside Ukrainian
teams to investigate
“cyberattacks committed
from the beginning of the full-
scale invasion” in February
2022, said the official, who
declined to be named because
the probe is not finished.
Two other sources close to
the ICC prosecutor’s office
confirmed they were looking
into cyberattacks in Ukraine
and said they could go back
as far as 2015, the year after
Russia’s seizure and unilat-
eral annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula from
Ukraine.

Moscow has previ-
ously denied that it carries
out cyberattacks, and offi-
cials have cast such accusa-
tions as attempts to incite
anti-Russian sentiment.

People watch Canadian navy patrol boat HMCS Margaret Brooke passing by
Russian nuclear-powered cruise missile submarine Kazan as it enters
Havana’s bay, Cuba.

Afghans remain
largest refugee

population globally

Sea swamps
Bangladesh at one of
world’s fastest rates

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: Af-
ghans continue to make up
the largest population of
refugees worldwide, with
the majority seeking refuge
in Iran and Pakistan, main-
taining a trend observed in
previous years, according
to a UNHCR report released
on Thursday.

The UN refugee
agency’s 2024 Global
Trends Report includes es-
timates of internally dis-
placed persons, pointing
out that the years 2023
and 2024 saw historically
high levels of forced dis-
placement worldwide.

The report also fea-
tures an assessment by the
UN agency for Palestinian
refugees (UNRWA), which

estimates that about 75
per cent of the population
in the Gaza Strip — ap-
proximately 1.7 million
people — have been dis-
placed.

Syria, however, holds
the record for the highest
number of people forcibly
displaced, with 13.8 mil-
lion displaced both within
and outside its borders.

“Behind these stark
and rising numbers lie
countless human tragedies.
That suffering must
galvanise the international
community to act urgently
to tackle the root causes of
forced displacement,” said
Filippo Grandi, the UN
High Commissioner for
Refugees, while comment-
ing on the report.

Monitoring Desk
PATUAKHALI: After cy-
clone gales tore down his
home in 2007, Bangladeshi
fisherman Abdul Aziz
packed up what was left of
his belongings and moved
about half a kilometre in-
land, further away from
storm surge waves.

A year later, the sea
swallowed the area where
his old home had been.

Now, 75-year-old
Aziz fishes above his sub-
merged former home and
lives on the other side of a

low earth and concrete em-
bankment, against which
roaring waves crash. “The
fish are swimming there in
the water on my land”, he
told AFP, pointing towards
his vanished village. “It is
part of the advancing ocean.”
Government scientists say
rising seas driven by climate
change are drowning
Bangladesh’s densely popu-
lated coast at one of the fast-
est global rates, and at least
a million people on the
coast will be forced to relo-
cate within a generation.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy is welcomed by a Ukrainian military
official, Deputy Head of Swiss Protocol Manuel Irman, and Ukrainian Ambassador
to Switzerland Iryna Venediktova, as he arrives at Zurich airport, Switzerland.

Over half of cropland
in Gaza has been

damaged, says UN
famine-like conditions”.

Using satellite imag-
ery taken between May
2017 and 2024, United Na-
tions Satellite Centre
(UNOSAT) and the UN
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) found
that 57 per cent of Gaza’s
permanent crop fields and
arable lands essential for
food security had shown a
significant decline in den-
sity and health. “In May
2024, crop health and den-
sity across the Gaza Strip
showed a marked decline
compared to the average of
the previous seven sea-
sons,” UNOSAT said on
Thursday.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: More than half
of Gaza’s agricultural land,
crucial for feeding the war-
ravaged territory’s hungry
population, has been
degra-ded by conflict, sat-
ellite images analysed by
the United Nations show.

The data reveals a rise
in the destruction of or-
chards, field crops and veg-
etables in the Palesti-nian
enclave, where hunger is
widespread after eight
months of Israeli bombard-
ment. The World Health
Organisation warned on
Wednesday that many
people in Gaza were facing
“catastrophic hunger and

Russia to try
US reporter
over alleged

CIA work
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russian pros-
ecutors said on Thurs-day
they had sent the case of
detained US reporter Evan
Gershkovich to court after
concluding he had been col-
lecting information for the
US Central Intelligence
Agency about a Russian
tank factory.

Gershkovich,  32,
was arrested on March
29, 2023, in the Urals
city of Yekaterinburg on
charges of espionage that
carry up to 20 years in
prison after the FSB, the
main successor agency to
the KGB, said i t  had
caught him “red-handed”
trying to obtain military
secrets.

X makes
‘likes’ private
‘to protect users’

Monitoring Desk
SAN FRANCISCO:
Former Twitter platform X
on Thursday said “likes” on
the platform will now be
private in an effort to pro-
tect users and drive up en-
gagement.

With the change,
which includes the removal
of the “Likes” tab on a pro-
file page, users will no longer
be able to track the likes of
other users to figure out
their interests or political
leanings.

The change comes as
the platform has become a
home for right-wing content
since the takeover by Elon
Musk in late 2022.

Huthi missile attack
severely injures sailor on
cargo ship: US military

Palestinians
say Israeli
West Bank
raid kills 3

Monitoring Desk
QABATIYAH: Palestinian
officials said Israeli troops
killed three Palestinians in
a raid in a town in the occu-
pied West Bank Thursday,
as Israel’s military reported
it had “eliminated two
wanted suspects”.

The raid took place in
the town of Qabatiyah near
the city of Jenin, said Jenin
governor Kamal Abu al-Rub
who confirmed the “deaths
of two martyrs”.

The Palestinian Red
Crescent said a third Pales-
tinian was also killed in the
raid.

The Ramallah-based
health ministry identified
him as 21-year-old Qais
Muhammad Zakarneh.

Hamas’ armed
wing says Israeli
airstrike killed
two hostages

in Rafah
Monitoring Desk

CAIRO: Hamas’ armed
wing al-Qassam Brigades
said on Friday that two Is-
raeli hostages held in Gaza
were killed in an Israeli
airstrike on Rafah a few
days ago.

The group, in a video
posted on its Telegram
channel, did not release the
names of those said to have
been killed or provide any
evidence.

The Israeli govern-
ment “does not want your
hostages to return, except
in coffins,” the al-Qassam
Brigades statement said.

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Two cruise mis-
siles launched by Yemen’s
Huthi rebels struck a bulk
cargo carrier in the Gulf of
Aden on Thursday, severely
injuring a sailor who was
evacuated by American
forces, the US military said.

The Huth is have
been targeting vessels in
the Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden since November
2023 in attacks they say
are in solidarity with Pal-
estinians during the ongo-
ing Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip.

Although this has
caused major disruption
to international shipping,

casualties have been rare.
The M/V Verbena—

a Palauan-flagged, Ukrai-
nian-owned, Polish-oper-
ated ship—“reported
damage and subsequent
fires on board. The crew
continues to fight the fire.
One civilian mariner was
severely injured during
the attack,” the US Cen-
tral  Command
(CENTCOM) said in a
statement.

“Aircraft from USS
Philippine Sea (CG 58)
medically evacuated the
injured mariner to a part-
ner force ship nearby for
medical at tention,”
CENTCOM said.
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KARACHI: A large number of people gather for boarding on special Eid train
as they are going to their native areas for celebrate upcoming festival Eid-ul-
Azha with their family members, at Cantt Railway Station in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi in a meeting with JUI (F) Chief Maulana Fazal-
ur-Rehman.

PHILADELPHIA: Ambassador of Pakistan to the
United States Masood Khan addressing at World
Affairs Council of Philadelphia, U.S.A.

QUETTA: Tribals from Hanna Lake and Urak are
block road and burn tires as they are holding pro-
test demonstration against race and one-wheeling
by youths, at Hanna road.

QUETTA: A view of traffic jam due to rush on bazar
during eid shopping.

QUETTA: A delegation of Youth Wing Balochistan led by Sardar Naqeeb
Tareen meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan
Abdul Khaliq Sheikh presenting souvenir to Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti
during a ceremony of 100th Passing Out Parade of
Balochistan Police

ZIARAT: Provincial Ombudsman Nazar
Muhammad Baloch Advocate visiting District Head-
quarter Hospital

Upper House witnesses mix
reaction over budget 2024-25
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Senate on Friday witnessed
mix reaction on the budget
as the treasury benches
termed it pro-people and
relief orientated while the
opposition called for re-
viewing increase in tax on
salaried class besides giv-
ing more relief to the
masses.

Resuming debate on
the budget, Senator Raja
Nasir Abbas of MWMP
said that no relief was given
to the poor masses in the
budget.

He said that sufficient
fund was also not allocated
for education and health sec-
tors. The budget lacked fu-
ture economic plan, he
claimed.

He said problems of
industries should be ad-
dressed on priority basis as
it played key role in
country’s exports.

Increase in petroleum
levy would further cause
inflation in the country, he
added.

Maulana Atta ur
Rehman of JUI-F said that
the government should
made the budget people-
friendly oriented.

Sarmad Ali of PPP said
that the country was facing
severe economic crisis and
we have limited resources
and fiscal space. Our over
50 per cent revenue collec-
tion spent on debt servic-
ing, he added. He said pro-
posed tax on papers would
have negative impact on
education and newspaper
industry.

Sadia Abbasi of PML-
N said the government
should review proposed
increase in tax on salaried
class and provide maximum
relief to the common
people in the budget.

She said the
government’s policy should
be pro-people, pro-busi-
ness and pro-agriculture.
She also suggested that the
government should control
its expenditure.

Dr Zarqa Suharwardy

Taimur of PTI termed the
budget pro-elite rather than
pro-people.

She said tax has in-
creased on the salaried class
particularly on grade 1-16
employees.

She claimed that ex-
emption was given to the
elite class in the budget.

No tax was imposed
on IPPs, members of Par-
liament and elite class, she
said.

She said that govern-
ment has to curtail its own
expenditure and she should
start from its own door.

She welcomed an in-
crease in minimum wages of
the labourer but the govern-
ment should reduce tax ra-
tio.

Nasir Butt of PML-N
while taking part in the de-
bate said that the govern-
ment presented people
friendly budget and an-
nounced sizable increase in
salaries and pensions of the
employees despite eco-
nomic crisis.

Interference of establishment
in judiciary will soon come

to end: CJ LHC
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Chief Justice (CJ) Lahore
High Court (LHC) Malik
Shehzad Ahmad Khan has
said establishment interfer-
ence in judiciary will soon
come to end.

“Different institutions
are involved in the affairs
of judiciary. The interfer-
ence started from Moulvi
Tameez ud Din case.  Es-
tablishment interference in
the matters of judiciary will
soon come to end, he said
this while addressing a cer-
emony here Friday.

He went on to say We
together will have to get rid
of interference in judiciary.
Our judiciary is performing
its obligations without fear
or inducement.

He held “ during tele-
phonic talk with a judge he

told me all  what happened
with him. Judge said he
does not fear. He will per-
form his duty honestly.

He remarked com-
plaints have come regard-
ing pressure on judges.
Those who fear Allah  don’t
fear any  blackmailing.

“  I had come out from
my home alone for the  sake
of justice system in 2007,
he added.

There is general com-
plaint that judges don’t sit
in courts on time. We have
brought biometric system
in Punjab for the atten-
dance of judges. Action
will be  taken against the
judges who don’t reach
courts on time.

He underlined there
are black sheep every
where. Some judges get do

their work by readers and
go home after sipping tea.
CCTVs have been installed
in court rooms to see the
presence of judges.

The chief justice’s
comments came after six
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) judges wrote a letter
Supreme Court on March
25, accusing spy agencies
of meddling in judicial af-
fairs.

The IHC judges had
demanded Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa to
convene the judicial con-
vention to consider the mat-
ter of alleged interference of
intelligence operatives in
the judicial functions or
“intimidation” of judges in
a manner that undermined
the independence of the ju-
diciary.

Dr. Khalid Maqbool
stresses future-ready

education

Forms committee for resolvable  matters

CM Bugti issues orders
to resolve issues of 

govt. employees
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
issued orders for resolving
the issues of government
employees.

The Chief Minister
was speaking to the repre-
sentative delegation of
Balochistan Employees and
Workers Grand Alliance,
who called on him here on
Friday.

The Chief Minister
formed a committee headed

by the senior officer of
Balochistan government for
the resolvable matters.

On the development,
the Balochistan Employ-
ees and Workers Grand Al-
liance called off the protest
call.

The delegation of Em-
ployees grand alliance was
comprised Habibur
Rehman Mardanzai, Pro-
fessor Tariq Baloch, Abdul
Salam Zehri, Muhammad
Yaqoob Kakar and Arbab
Nasrullah.

BSDSB executing comprehensive
heat wave response project: Razaq

QUETTA (APP): Project
Manager of Bright Star De-
velopment Society
Balochistan (BSDSB)
Abdul Razaq Baloch said
that with the substantial
support of the START Net-
work, Ready Pakistan was
successfully executing a
comprehensive Heat Wave
Response Project.

In a statement issued
here Friday, he said Sibi, the
hottest spot in Asia, now
has a dynamic plan to sup-
port its community through
these severe conditions.
This aspiring intervention,
conducted in a strong coor-
dination with the District
Disaster Management Au-
thority (DDMA), district
administration, municipal
corporation and others
stakeholders of district Sibi,
includes several critical ini-
tiatives, he said.

He said that the estab-
lishment of five cooling cen-

ters had been a central step
of BSDSB in providing im-
mediate relief to the com-
munity of Sibi in
Balochistan. These centers
offer cold drinking water
and much-needed shade to
the residents, allowing them
to cope with the oppressive
heat more effectively. The
cooling centers were estab-
lished in most populated
areas including cattle market,
Allahabad Bus Stop,
Quetta Jacobabad Bus
stop, Talli Bus Stop and
BISP Center, he said.

He said that this ini-
tiative has been particularly
beneficial for the most vul-
nerable members of the
community. To further re-
lieve the adversities faced
by the daily wagers/work-
ing class, BSDSB has set up
two shade structures, he
maintained.

He said that these
structures provide a reser-

vation for daily wage work-
ers and passengers, offer-
ing them a place to rest dur-
ing the peak heat hours of
the day. Recognizing the
need for personal protection
against the sun, the BSDSB
with the financial assistance
of START Network/Ready
Pakistan has distributed
1,450 heat wave kits and
100 large umbrellas for
Hand cart runners, he
noted. He said that each kit
included essential items
such as umbrella, sun-
glasses, cloth pieces, tow-
els, water bottles, and drink
sachets, and sun glasses,
helping individuals stay cool
and hydrated throughout the
day. He said that in a bid to
address medical emergencies
caused by the heat, BSDSB
has established heat stroke
centers at BHU Khair Wah
and RHC Bakhtiar Abad
with the assistance of Dis-
trict Health authorities.

Providing health facilities
to people one of our

responsibilities: Dr. Ayaz

MoEF, WAPDA sign
agreement for Mohmand
Dam Hydropower Project

KP governor thanks PM
for allocating Rs 19 bln
for Chashma Lift Canal

Google team to visit
Pak soon for cooperation
in education, tech field

Pervaiz Elahi could
not be indicted in illegal

appointments case

SC fixes EC
appeal against
constitution

of ETs
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
fixed for hearing appeal plea
filed by Election Commis-
sion (EC) against formation
of Election Tribunals (ETs)

A two members bench
of SC comprising Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa and justice
Naeem Afghan will hear the
case on June 20.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that EC filed ap-
peal against LHC decision
taking the plea that it is
mandate of EC to consti-
tute election tribunal. High
Court cannot exercise pow-
ers of EC.

The EC has prayed the
SC to suspend Lahore High
Court decision.

Qibla appointed
ad-hoc member
of SC Shariat

Appellate
Bench

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former Chairman of Coun-
cil of Islamic Ideology, Dr.
Qibla Ayaz on Friday ap-
pointed as an ad-hoc mem-
ber of the Shariat Appellate
Bench of the Supreme
Court (SC).

According to the offi-
cial notification, his ap-
pointment has made under
clause (3)(b) of Article
203F of the Constitution of
Pakistan.

Dr. Qibla will begin
his tenure upon entering the
office and will serve on the
bench for a period of three
years. His role will involve
participating in the sittings
of the Shariat Appellate
Bench, which plays a cru-
cial part in interpreting Is-
lamic laws within the frame-
work of Pakistan’s legal
system.

The appointment of
Dr. Qibla is expected to
bring a wealth of experience
and scholarly insight to the
bench, further enhancing the
court’s capability to adju-
dicate on matters pertain-
ing to Islamic jurispru-
dence.

Mohsin Naqvi
calls on
Fazal

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior Affairs and Narcotics
Control Syed Mohsin Raza
Naqvi called on Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F)  Chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman at his residence in
Islamabad on Friday. Ac-
cording to media reports,
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi inquired about
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s
health during the meeting.

During the visit, Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
expressed his best wishes
for Maulana Fazlur
Rehman and said, “I am
praying for your health and
safety.” Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi mentioned
that he has a long-standing
relationship of 25 years
with Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, based on respect
and honour.

Court discharges
Imran Riaz from case

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Education and
Professional Training Dr.
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
has said, “We must provide
our youth with an educa-
tion that will be essential in
future.”

Talking to the media at
the Pakistan Institute of
Fashion and Design (PIFD)
here on Friday, he men-
tioned that a significant
portion of our population
consisted of youth, and
they were our future. He
stated that the government
is aware of its responsibili-
ties and has declared an edu-
cation emergency to edu-
cate the youth, adding that
we should provide an edu-
cation that will be relevant
in ten years.

In response to a ques-
tion about the 18th Amend-
ment, he said that some

provinces benefited from
the amendment while oth-
ers did not. He mentioned
that the 18th Amendment
was introduced for devolu-
tion of powers, but it
proved otherwise in the
past 15-20 years. He noted
that the federal government
has very limited fiscal
space after debt repay-
ments and defence expen-
diture. He suggested that tax
should not be based on ar-
eas, industry and agricul-
ture, rather, it should be on
income, adding that who-
ever earns should pay tax.

Replying to a question
about differences between
the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and the government,
he said that the PPP was
present in the house during
the budget session, and
their protest was merely
symbolic.

LAHORE (Online): Local
court of Lahore has ordered
to discharge and release
Anchorperson Imran Riaz
from the case of interference
in state affairs.

Police presented
Imran Riaz in the court for
physical remand.

Police took the plea
the accused was arrested a
day before being nominated
in FIR. The other accused
have to be arrested on indi-
cation  of the accused, there-

fore, 10 days physical re-
mand in respect of Imran
Riaz be granted. .

The counsel for Imran
Riaz while opposing the
physical remand said the
case registered against
Imran Riaz is false and base-
less. Judicial magistrate re-
served judgment regarding
plea in connection with
physical remand of Imran
Riaz. Later announcing the
decision court discharged
Imran Riaz.

QUETTA (APP): District
Health Officer (DHO)
Kachhi Dr. Ayaz Qureshi
on Friday said that provid-
ing health facilities to
people was one of our main
responsibilities.

Talking to media he
said on the occasion of Eid-
ul-Azha in district Kutchhi,
the health department has
imposed emergency duty
for the staff in THQ
Machh, Bhag and RCD,
BHUs of the district includ-
ing DHQ Dhadar.

He said that it would
not be allow any interrup-
tion in providing the best
facilities to the intensive
care patients in the hospi-

tals across the district in-
cluding Mach, Bhag
Dhader. All our efforts will
be continued so that people
do not face any kind of
problems regarding health,
if any citizen of any area,
village has any kind of com-
plaint, they can contact me
in time 24 hours, he said.

He said that his com-
plaint would be redressed
immediately and depart-
mental action to be initiated
against the negligent offi-
cial. Due to the large num-
ber of problems, the re-
sponsibility will be carried
out efficiently without
wasting time in solving
them, he said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Economic
Affairs (MoEA) and Water

and Power Development
Authority (WAPDA) on
Friday signed a Subsidiary
Loan Agreement (SLA)
amounting to US$ 25 mil-
lion for the Mohmand Dam
Hydropower Project.

The Secretary, Minis-
try of Economic Affairs, Dr.
Kazim Niaz, signed on be-
half of the Ministry, while
Chairman WAPDA, Lt. Gen.
(Retd.) Sajjad Ghani, repre-
sented WAPDA, said a news
release. Ambassador of Ku-
wait in Pakistan Nassar
Abdulrahman Jasser Al.
Mutairi graced the cer-
emony with his presence.

This significant fi-

nancing comes as a result
of the Kuwait Fund’s com-
mitment to extend a total

of US$ 100 million to sup-
port the Mohmand Dam
Hydropower Project. The
total financing will be dis-
bursed through four equal
loans, each amounting to
US$ 25 million. The first
loan agreement was signed
between the Government of
Pakistan and the Kuwait
Fund on June 3, 2024, in
Kuwait, it added.

The Mohmand Dam
is a comprehensive infra-
structure project designed to
address multiple needs. It
aims to generate approxi-
mately 2,862 GWh of elec-
tricity annually with an in-
stalled capacity of 800 MW.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday extended
his gratitude to Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif for al-
locating Rs 19 billion the
Federal Budget for comple-
tion of the Chashma Lift
Canal project that would
help boost the wheat crop
yield in the province.

Talking to the media
outside the Parliament
House, Governor Kundi
said after the project’s
completion the province
would be able to chip in the
country’s wheat export
along with meeting its local
needs.

The Chashma Lift Ca-
nal would be inaugurated
during the current year, he
added.

The governor regret-
ted that the promises made
to federally and provin-
cially administered tribal
areas (FATA & PATA re-
spectively) had not been
fulfilled whereas the issues
pertaining to the new taxes
for the newly merged dis-
tricts needed to be resolved.

“Everyone knows
about the security situation
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and the KP chief minister
must call an emergency
meeting of the apex com-
mittee,” Kundi said.

The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment was bragging
about its education re-
forms whereas 26 univer-
sities in the province did
not have a vice chancellor,
he added.

LAHORE (Online):
Former Chief Minister
(CM) Punjab Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi could not be
indicted in illegal appoint-
ments in Punjab Assembly
(PA) case.

illegal appointments
case came up for hearing
before Anti Corruption
Court (ACC) Lahore Fri-
day.

Judge Arshid Hussain
Bhutta of ACC heard the
case.

PTI leader Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi could not ap-
pear in the court being sick.

The counsels of
Pervaiz Elahi filed petition
for exemption from atten-
dance. They also filed medi-
cal certificate of Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi wherein it was
stated that doctors have
stopped Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi from travelling. Rib
fracture of Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi has also been
not healed.

The petition said
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi is
suffering from heart pain,
therefore, his plea for ex-
emption from attendance
be accepted.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Ministry of
Education and Vocational
Training has announced
that a high-level team from
Google will visit Pakistan
soon to explore possible
cooperation in the fields
of education and technol-
ogy.

According to the
Ministry of Education, the
purpose of the Google

team’s visit to Pakistan is
to improve educational out-
comes and increase access
to quality education, espe-
cially for out-of-school chil-
dren.

The visit follows a re-
quest from the Ministry of
Federal Education to
Google to support
Pakistan’s efforts to create
a digitally enabled educa-
tion system.

Chairman
PTA meets

with head of
APAC, GSMA
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority
(PTA), Major General ®
Hafeez Ur Rehman, met
with Mr. Julian Gorman,
Head of APAC GSMA, at
the PTA HQs on Friday.

This meeting is part of
PTA’s ongoing efforts to
strengthen collaboration
with GSMA and to discuss
key initiatives shaping the
future of Pakistan’s tele-
communications sector,
said a news release.

During the meeting,
both sides engaged in sub-
stantive discussions about
PTA’s current and future
initiatives, regulatory
frameworks, and techno-
logical advancements in the
telecommunications indus-
try.

CJ MHC
approves bail
of incarcerated
poet Ahmad

Farhad
M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(Online): Chief Justice (CJ)
Muzaffarabad High Court
(MHC) has approved bail
of incarcerated poet Ahmad
Farhad against surety bond
of valuing Rs 2 lacs. KDA
Khan counsel for Ahmad
Farhad appeared in high
court. The court granted bail
against surety bonds in the
sum of Rs 2 lacs.

CJ MHC Sadaqat
Hussain Raja remarked
Ahmad Faraz had to serve
sentence due to poor Azad
Kashmir judicial system. At
present judges too see the
media like politicians that
today their news has run in
media. Azad Kashmir judi-
cial system is ridiculous.
Azad Kashmir is a small
state and we have our own
judicial system. CJ MHC
warned family of Ahmad
Farhad she should persuade
her husband that he should
express his sentiments
through his poetry.


