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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meet-
ing with the Korean Ambassador and Representa-
tives of Korean Companies working in Pakistan.

QUETTA: Relatives of missing persons are holding protest demonstration
for recovery of their loved one, at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Provincial Education Minister, Raheela Hameed Khan Durrani
addresses during seminar on Provincial Assessment of Students Learning
organized by Balochistan Assessment and Examination Commission (BAEC)
held at local hotel in Quetta.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail being about law and order situation in the province

Big relief for PTI

Imran Khan, Qureshi
acquitted in cipher case

Also acquitted in Azadi March, rioting cases

Overall law & order situation satisfactory in 8 divisions & 36 districts:

Establishment of sustainable peace
inevitable for political stability &

economic dev: Governor Balochistan

Coal mine company Manager,
contractor among 11 persons
suffocated to death in Sanjdi

Barrister Aqeel Malik says

Cipher case a reality
which cannot be denied
Spokesperson says prosecution to decide

on challenging verdict. Govt, army to
never compromise on national security

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): After the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan and Vice-Chairman
Shah Mahmood Qureshi got relief from the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) in cipher case, a federal government’s
spokesperson on legal affairs said on Monday that the
courts should be “mindful” of national security while
deciding on the sensitive matters.

Barrister Aqeel Malik, the federal government’s
spokesperson for legal affairs, stated this while ad-
dressing a press conference in Islamabad shortly
after the IHC acquitted the top PTI leaders in the
cipher case.

PM directs immediate
abolishment of Pak PWD

Passing out parade held at Police Training College Kalat:

Elimination of crimes & protection
of life & property of citizens basic
responsibility of Police, says IGP

Highlighting historic decrease in
inflation, Tarar reaffirms govt’s
commitment to revive economy

PM’s China visit to become a milestone in
bilateral relations: Chinese ambassador

PM to embark
on five-day

official visit to
China today

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif will undertake a five-
day official visit to China
from tomorrow at the invi-
tation of Chinese President
Xi Jinping and Premier Li
Qiang.

During the three-seg-
ment trip, the Prime Min-
ister will visit the cities of
Xi’an and Shenzhen, be-
sides Beijing.

Shehbaz Sharif will
meet President Xi Jinping
and hold delegation-level
talks with Premier Li Qiang
in Beijing.

He will also hold meet-
ings with Chairman of
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress
Zhao Leji and heads of key
government departments.

An important aspect of
the Prime Minister’s visit
will be meetings with cor-
porate executives of lead-
ing Chinese companies
dealing in oil and gas, en-
ergy, ICT, and emerging
technologies.

In Shenzhen, Prime
Minister will address the
China-Pakistan Business
Forum with leading
businesspersons, entrepre-
neurs, and investors from
both countries.

He will also visit Eco-
nomic and Agricultural
Zones in China.

Finance Minister meets with
representatives from Korean

Companies working in Pakistan

Those attacking anti-polio team
are enemies of safe future of
our children: Zia Langove

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial Minister for Home and Tribal
Affairs, Mir Ziaullah Langove has condemned the in-
cident of firing at the anti-polio team in Chaman.

In a condemnation issued here on Monday, the Pro-
vincial Minister Home has issued directives to take stern
action against the elements involved in the attack at
anti-polio team in the border town.

He said that those attacked the anti-polio team are
enemies of safe future of our children.

Mir Ziaullah Langove said that the extremist ele-
ments have been involved in the attacks at anti-polio
teams.

He said that these elements want to create chaos and
harass the people through such cowardly acts.

He prayed for early recovery of those injured in the
attack at anti-polio team and said that best medical treat-
ment is being provided to them.

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has acquitted PTI
founder Imran Khan and
former foreign minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi in
cipher case.

Rigorous imprison-
ment of 10 years each was
awarded to Imran Khan and
Shah Mehmood Qureshi on
January 30 this year. Ap-
peal was filed against this
conviction in IHC.

Chief Justice (CJ) IHC
Aamir Farooq announced
short order.

Barrister Suleman
Safdar counsel for PTI
founder said Azam Khan
gave cipher to PTI founder.

Continued on page 2

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar on Monday termed a
historic and record decrease
in inflation a positive indi-
cator for the country and
reaffirmed the government’s
commitment to work hard
till the complete revival of
the economy.

Addressing a press con-
ference here at the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
Secretariat at Model Town,
the federal minister said,
“The inflation rate has
dropped to 11 percent dur-
ing this month beyond ex-
pectations, as reported by
the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics while
Bloomberg, Asian Devel-
opment Bank, UNDP,
World Bank and other in-
ternational departments
are also acknowledging
progress of Pakistan’s
economy and also see it on
right direction”.

Attaullah Tarar high-
lighted the government’s
tireless efforts from day
one, focusing on the
economy, leading to sev-
eral positive outcomes.
“These include a signifi-
cant drop in inflation,
lower fuel prices, unprec-
edented growth in the stock
exchange, increased foreign
reserves, enhanced direct
investment, and record tax
collection by the Federal
Board of Revenue,” he

added. He expressed opti-
mism about Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif’s upcoming historic
visit to China with a del-
egation of approximately
100 businessmen.

Tarar anticipates fruit-
ful B2B meetings, business
conferences, and the sign-
ing of agreements, which
he believes will further
bolster the country’s sta-
bility.

To a question about
Chine Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), Tarar
praised the historical rapid
pace of work on CPEC
projects during Mian
Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif’s tenure, highlighting
the commendable role of
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, the then Chief Min-
ister of Punjab, in ensuring
their swift completion. He
ensured these projects
would be completed with
more pace.

Anti-polio drive
postponed in
six districts of
Balochistan

due to heatwave
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The scheduled anti-polio
drive in six districts of
Balochistan  has  been
postponed due to the pre-
vailing heatwave in the
province.

The drive, set to com-
mence today, has been re-
scheduled for June 8th in
the d ist r ic t s o f
Nasirabad, Sibi, Jaffar
Abad ,  Ustha
Muhammad, Dera Bugti,
and Sohbatpur, private
news channels reported.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Inspector
General of Police
Balochistan, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh has stated that it is
basic responsibility of the
police to eliminate crimes
from the society and pro-
tect life and property of the
masses.

The IGP was address-
ing the passing out parade
of the recruit course at Po-
lice Training College, Kalat
on Monday.

In all 334 male and fe-
male police personnels par-
ticipated in the passing out
on completion of their
training.

The senior police offic-
ers were also present on the
occasion.

Addressing the passing

out parade, the IGP said
that police is a noble pro-
fession, and as such he ex-
horted the police personnels
to become source of in-
creasing honour and dignity
of the force while serving
the public to their best.

He also urged them to
make pledge to perform
their duties while consider-
ing it as public service and
worship.

He particularly ex-
horted those newly joined
the police force to perform
their duties honestly and
with dedication.

Meanwhile, the per-
sonnel participating in the
passing out took oath of
protection of the common
men’s life and property and
render sacrifice of their lives
for establishing peace.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Revenue Mir
Asim Kurd Gailu meeting with Provincial Minis-
ter for Communication and Works Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khosa

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday directed
for immediate dissolution
of the Pakistan Public
Works Department (Pak
PWD) due to years’ long
poor performance and cor-
ruption.

The prime minister is-
sued the directive during a
high level meeting held on
reducing the government
expenditures and the size of
its infrastructure, the PM
Office Media Wing said in
a press release.

During the meeting, the
prime minister observed
that the Pak PWD as a de-
partment had failed to
achieve its objectives and
asked for an alternate
mechanism for the develop-
ment projects which were
tasked to it.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Min-

ister Mohammad Ishaq
Dar, Minister for Planning
Ahsan Iqbal, Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Ahad Khan Cheema,
PM’s Adviser on Political
Affairs Rana Sanaullah,
Minister of State for Fi-
nance and Revenue,
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Jehanzeb
Khan and other relevant
senior officials.

For reduction of gov-
ernment expenditures, the
prime minister was ap-
prised of a report compiled
by a committee headed by
Chairman Deputy Planning
Commission Jehanzeb
Khan. The committee had
recommended for abolish-
ment of certain government
entities and merger of oth-
ers. The prime minister di-
rected the committee for fi-
nalization of further recom-
mendations.

Independent Report
QUETTA: At least 11 per-
sons including a Manager of
private coal mine company,
contractor and nine mine
workers died due to suffo-
cation in a coal mine located
in Sanjdi mine field near
Quetta on Monday
evening.

The Chief Mines In-
spector Abdul Ghani con-
firmed the casualties oc-
curred due to the suffoca-
tion after poisonous gas
filled in the coal mine while
they were busy in mining
activity.

He said that the bodies
of all dead persons have
been retrieved from the af-
fected coal mine.

The coal mine has also
been sealed, he added.

The Chief Mines In-
spector further informed

that the bodies of the ill
fated mine workers are be-
ing dispatched to their na-
tive areas. He said that the
deceased mine workers be-
longed to Sawat area of
Khyber Pakhtunkhaw.

Meanwhile, the
spokesman, Government of
Balochistan, Shahid Rind
said that the preliminary re-
port of the Mines and Min-
eral Development regarding
the coal mine mishap has
been received.

According to the re-
port, the poisonous gas
was spread in the coal mine
which caused suffocation
and death of 12 persons in-
cluding a contractor and
Mines Manager.

Shahid Rind said that
the incident was occurred
in coal mine of a private
mines company.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has cat-
egorically stated that estab-
lishment of sustainable
peace is inevitable for the
political stability and eco-
nomic development.

He said that there is a
key role of owners of mines
and minerals in economy
and trade of the province.

If all traders especially
mines and minerals’ own-
ers were not provided com-
plete protection, then other
sectors may also be af-
fected. Therefore, the liv-
ing standard of the people
would be raised by improv-
ing law and order, promot-
ing economic activities and
protecting traders’ commu-
nity, but new opportunities
of livelihood would also be
available to the people.

The Governor was of

the view that the overall law
and order situation is satis-
factory in all eight divisions
and 36 districts of the prov-
ince, but still there is a need
to take some more steps in
this regard.

He also stressed the
need to establish strong co-
ordination among the law
enforcement agencies to
cope with the terrorism in
the province including
Quetta.

The Governor was
speaking during the brief-
ing conducted on the latest
situation of law and order
in the province, here on
Monday.

Those who were
present on the occasion
were: Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Home, Zahid Saleem, In-
spector General of police,
Abdul Khaliq Sheikh, Prin-
cipal Secretary to Gover-

nor, Hashim Khan Ghilzai,
Commissioner Quetta,
Muhammad Hamza
Shafqaat and Director Gen-
eral Levies, Naseebullah
Kakar and others.

The Governor on the
occasion expressed concern
over increasing crimes in
urban areas of the province
for comprehensive strategy
is needed.

Taking notice of the in-
cidents of increasing street
crimes, traffic issues in the
provincial capital, the Gov-
ernor directed to the district
administration to take re-
sult-oriented steps for
bringing improvement in
the situation.

He strongly believed
that the protection of life
and proper ty o f the
people and elimination of
crimes can open up the av-
enues of sustainable peace
and development in the
province.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb on
Monday met with the Ko-
rean Ambassador and rep-
resentatives of Korean
Companies working in Pa-
kistan and discussed mat-
ters relating to mutual in-
terest for benefit of both the
nations.

The Secretary Minis-
try of Communications,
Chairman National High-
way Authority (NHA),
MD Private Power & In-
frastructure Board (PPIB)
and senior officers from rel-
evant ministries were also
present in the meeting, said
a press release.

The Finance Minister
underscored the significant

macroeconomic improve-
ments and noted the posi-
tive trend in foreign ex-
change reserves. Further-
more, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb reiterated the
commitment of the govern-
ment to address the chal-
lenges faced by Korean
companies operating in Pa-
kistan and in this regard
urged the relevant authori-
ties to ensure their facilita-
tion for smooth business
operations.

The Korean Ambassa-
dor appreciated the
government’s economic ini-
tiatives and strong bilateral
relations between Pakistan
and Korea. He emphasized
the need to fully exploit the
untapped potential for fur-
ther collaboration.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chinese Ambassador in Pa-
kistan Jiang Zaidong said on
Monday that under the
guidance of two leadership
and strong support from
the people of both coun-
tries, the upcoming visit of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif to China would
achieve complete success
and become a milestone in
the development of China-
Pakistan relations.

The ambassador in an
interview with APP, a day
before the prime minister’s
five-day visit from June 4-
8, 2024 to China, said that
all preparatory works had
entered the final stage, and
discussions on Memoran-
dums of Understanding
(MoUs) were in full
progress.

At the invitation of Pre-
mier Li Qiang, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz will pay an
official visit to China. This
is his first visit to China

after assuming the office
this year.

Highlighting the com-
ponents of the visit, he said
the prime minister would
meet and have talks with
Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Premier Li Qiang
and the Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress
Zhao Leji. The leaders will
have an in-depth exchange
of views on China-Pakistan
relations and issues of mu-
tual interest, and jointly

draw up a blueprint for the
growth of bilateral rela-
tions. In addition to Beijing,
the prime minister will visit
Guangdong and Shaanxi.

“China stands ready to
work with Pakistan through
this visit to make greater
progress in our all-weather
strategic cooperative part-
nership and take new steps
in building of an even closer
China-Pakistan community
with a shared future in the
new era,” the envoy re-

Continued on page 2
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QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta and Administrator Quetta, Muhammad
Hamza Shafqaat addresses during the protest demonstration of employees of
Metropolitan Corporation, in Quetta.

QUETT A: Secretary Finance Babar Khan presiding over a meeting regard-
ing Quetta Safe City Project

There are no documents in
this regard.  This is respon-
sibility of prosecution to
prove. Law is very clear.
Decisions of Supreme
Court are there. Prosecu-
tion has to discharge this
obligation.

The CJ IHC Aamir
Farooq inquired has pros-
ecution nothing more than
the statement of Azam
Khan. Prosecution case had
been easy when they
would have presented
copy of cipher in the court.

Justice Mian Gulhasan
Aurangzeb remarked why
one man is imprisoned in
jail on the misplacement of
a paper.

It is pertinent to note

that two cases were regis-
tered against Imran Khan,
Shah Mehmood and other
leaders in Golra police sta-
tion in 2022. Earlier, former
PM Imran Khan was ac-
quitted in two May 9
cases.

Violent clashes were
broken out across Pakistan
after former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan was ar-
rested on May 9, 2023.
The protests were held in
remote and major cities as
the party workers were
agitated due to their
chairman’s arrest, with
Balochistan, Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Islamabad summoning the
armed forces to ensure law
and order. Army installa-

tions, including Corps
Commander’s house in
Lahore, had come under at-
tack during the protests by
PTI workers. It is perti-
nent to mention that the
PTI founder is named as
main accused in all the
May 9 riots cases.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the National Assem-
bly Omar Ayub hailed the
verdict and called for their
immediate release.

“A big day for the
leader and the party. A
fake, frivolous and fraudu-
lent case is sent packing by
IHC. Other cases will also
meet their Waterloo soon.
Khan will step out of
Adiala as the undisputed
leader of a resurgent na-
tion. Congratulations ev-
eryone,” said PTI spokes-
person Raoof Hasan.

Talking to the media,
PTI leader Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan said: “The nation
saw today that the just
verdict came and the ban-
ner of justice was held high
and that baseless case was
eliminated in which Imran
Khan spent around 10
months in jail and for
which he was kept in jail
all the time. Today is a day
of happiness … very soon
the nation will see that
Imran Khan will be out-
side.”

Imran Khan, Qureshi acquitted....

In a major relief to the
embattled former ruling
party, the IHC annulled
Imran and Qureshi’s con-
viction in the infamous ci-
pher case containing
charges of misusing and
misplacing the classified
diplomatic document.

“Detailed verdict of
the case is due to arrive,”
Barrister Malik said, in-
sisting that the cipher case
was a “reality” which can-
not be denied.

He said that the
former prime minister
waved a classified docu-
ment at a public gathering,
whereas, then-principal
secretary Azam Khan also
confessed about a “miss-
ing copy of the cipher”.

“Nothing is more im-
portant than our national
security. The prosecution
will decide on challenging
the IHC’s ruling after the
issuance of a detailed ver-
dict,” the lawyer-cum-
politician said.

He urged that the
courts to never ignore the
national security’s aspect
in any case and the cipher
case should be sent for re-
trial. Malik further clari-
fied that both the ac-
cu sed  were  n o t  se n -
tenced “at the behest of
any individual”.

He vowed that the
federal government and
the armed forces would
n e ver  c o mp romise on
the national security af-
fairs.

Continued from page 1

Cipher case a
reality...

Continued from page 1

marked.
Calling China and Pa-

kistan all-weather strategic
cooperative partners and
ironclad friends, he said
“Our friendship has stood
the test of time and re-
mained rock-solid and—to
use a Chinese expres-
sion—“steady as Mount
Tai.”

He said in recent years,
both countries had close
high-level exchanges, con-
ducted fruitful and high-
quality cooperation on the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), and
maintained sound commu-
nication and coordination
in international and re-
gional affairs.

Regarding CPEC, he
said the landmark BRI
project brought a total of
US $25.4 billion in direct
investment, 236000 jobs,
510km of highways, more
than 8000 megawatts of
electricity and 886km of
core transmission network,
generating a strong impe-
tus to Pakistan’s economic
and social development.

Under the second
phase of CPEC, he said
both countries would
implement the important
consensus reached by their
leaders including the
strengthening synergy of
development strategies and
policy coordination and
accelerate progress on mega
projects including
upgradation of ML-1, the
Gwadar Port and realign-
ment of Karakoram High-
way Phase II. Moreover,
the two countries will
strengthen cooperation in
industry, agriculture, min-
ing, new energy, informa-
tion technology and other
fields based on local con-
ditions and further negoti-
ate and promote trade lib-
eralization.

“Looking forward to
the second phase of CPEC,
we are ready to work with
Pakistan to inject new im-
petus into China-Pakistan
cooperation with China’s
new development, and
promote the in-depth in-
tegration of “5Cs” (5 Cor-
ridors: growth corridor,
livelihood-enhancing corri-
dor, innovation corridor,
green corridor and open
corridor) with “5Es”
framework, to create an
upgraded version of the
CPEC and build a closer
China-Pakistan commu-
nity with a shared future
in the new era.”

He said that China was
also ready to further pro-
mote high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation with the
Pakistani side, to imple-
ment the Global Develop-
ment Initiative (GDI), Glo-
bal Security Initiative
(GSI) and the Global Civi-
lization Initiative (GCI),
and make positive contri-
butions to building an equal
and orderly multi-polar
world as well as a univer-
sally beneficial and inclu-
sive economic globaliza-
tion.

About the launch of

Pakistan’s lunar mission
ICUBE-Q satellite with
Chinese cooperation, Am-
bassador Jiang Zaidong
said that since May this
year, China-Pakistan aero-
space cooperation has
achieved frequent success.
A week after its launch,
Pakistan’s ICUBE-Q suc-
cessfully transmitted im-
ages from lunar orbit, mark-
ing Pakistan’s inaugural
step from “zero to one” in
deep space exploration and
making Pakistan one of the
few members of the “deep
space club”.

He said that on May
30, Pakistan’s multi-mis-
sion communication satel-
lite, PakSat MM1, was
again successfully
launched from China’s
Xichang Satellite Launch
Center, which was on its
way to the geostationary
orbit and would bring revo-
lutionary changes to
Pakistan’s telecommunica-
tions, the internet, and tele-
vision landscape, contrib-
uting to Digital Pakistan.

“We will enhance co-
operation and knowledge
transfer in more “down-to-
earth” sectors such as agri-
culture, new energy, and
information technology, to
promote the building of an
upgraded version of
CPEC, and constantly en-
rich the significance and
practices of the China-Pa-
kistan community with a
shared future,” he resolved.

Discussing the secu-
rity cooperation and ef-
forts to thwart the enemy’s
attempts to undermine
peace, the envoy said that
the Dasu terrorist attack
on March 26 further neces-
sitated a secure and stable
environment for practical
cooperation between
China, Pakistan, and the
CPEC.

“So far in 2024, Paki-
stani security forces have
collectively conducted
13 ,1 35  in t e l l i gence-
based operations against
terrorists and their fa-
cilitators, during which
2 49  t er ro r i s t s  were
eliminated  while 396
were arrested. Pakistan
also has made great sacri-
fices, with two officers and
60 soldiers sacrificing their
precious lives,” he said and
highly appreciated
Pakistan’s great efforts to
protect the security of
Chinese personnel,
projects a n d  i n s t i t u -
t ions  i n  Pakistan over
the years.

PM’s China visit to become a....
Continued from page 1

Pakistan, Afghanistan agree to
implement mechanism TAD

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministries of Com-
merce of Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan have agreed to
implement the Temporary
Admission Document
(TAD) streamline mecha-
nism and regulate the move-
ment of cargo vehicles car-
rying bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries.

Applications for TAD
for Afghanistan-registered
vehicles will be collected on
all working days of Paki-
stan Embassy Kabul and
Pakistan Consulate,
Kandahar from 1100-1200
hours daily, said a press re-
lease on Monday.

Applications for TAD
from Pakistani registered
vehicles will be collected on
all working days at Af-
ghanistan Consulate Gener-
als, Quetta, and Peshawar
from 1000 –1100 hours.

Both sides have ensured
the availability of applica-

tion forms in Embassy/
Consulates and on websites
which is freely
downloadable.

The TAD will be is-
sued within five working
days of receipt of applica-
tions.

The TAD shall become
valid from the date of issu-
ance.

A separate Temporary
Admission Document will
be issued, for vehicle, driver
and cleaner.

The fee will be charged
for issuing TAD of Vehicle
only, however, the TAD
pass for drivers and clean-
ers of that vehicle will be
free of cost.

TAD shall be valid for
one vehicle at a time and
only for the carrier to whom
it was issued; it shall not be
transferable to other carri-
ers.

The TAD is issued
against the admission fee of

US $100 and its validity is
for 6 months with multiple
journeys and the mecha-
nism of Temporary Admis-
sion Document (TAD) is
notified vide SRO 702(I)/
2024 by Federal Board of
Revenue.

The Directorate Gen-
eral of Transit Trade,
Peshawar/ Quetta is re-
sponsible for sharing list
of approved transport
operators with Afghani-
stan Consulate Generals,
Quetta, and Peshawar;
hence Transport Opera-
to rs /Owners  o f Paki -
s t a n  R e g i s t e r e d  Ve -
hicles are encouraged to
apply a t  Directorate
General of Transit Trade,
Peshawar/ Quetta for reg-
istration of their trucks to
operate under TAD Mecha-
nism.

Help Desks have also
been established to facilitate
Transport Operators.

T20 World Cup 2024:

Namibia edge past
Oman in a super

over thriller
BARBADOS (INP):
Namibia edged past Oman
in the Super Over during the
third match of the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2024
here on Monday.

Namibia scored 21 runs
in the Super Over, courtesy
of David Weise (13) and
Gerhard Erasmus (8). Weise
then restricted Oman to ten
runs to win the thrilling
clash. The game was tied
when Weise failed to score
two runs off the last ball but
managed a single off bye to
level the scores.

Namibia had a cautious
start with a 42-run stand for
the second wicket between
Nikolaas Davin (24) and Jan
Frylinck (45). Davin got out
in the ninth over, while
Frylinch kept playing the
anchor’s role amidst falling
wickets on the other end.

Other than these two,
only Erasmus (13) managed
to reach double figures as
Namibia finished with 109-
6 in their allocated 20 overs.

Mehran Khan topped the
bowling charts for Oman
with figures of 3-7.

Earlier, Namibia opted
to bowl first and
Trumpelmann proved the
decision right as he picked
two wickets in the first two
balls of the innings. He dis-
missed Naseem Khushi in
the third over to inflict fur-
ther damage, reducing Oman
to 10-3. Zeeshan Maqsood
played a cautious 22-run
knock from 20 balls before
falling prey to Bernard
Scholtz.

Khalid Kail top-scored
for Oman with 34 runs from
39 balls featuring one bound-
ary and one six, while Ayaan
Khan scored 15 off 21.
Other than these three, no
Oman batter could pose any
threat to Namibia at any
point as the whole team
bundled out for 109 in the
final over. Trumpelmann
claimed 4-21, while David
Wiese picked three wickets
for 28 runs.
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ISLAMABAD: A worker is busy in repairing CCTV
camera with the help of heavy crane at Islamabad
Highway in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of Benazir Income Support Programme, Mrs.
Rubina Khalid engages in a productive dialogue with UNICEF Country Rep-
resentative, Mr. Abdullah Fadil, at BISP HQ.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar Khan in a meeting with Federal Minister of
Finance Muhammad Aurangzeb at his office.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan
Haji Gulbar Khan pens down his remarks in visi-
tors’ book over the sad demise of the President of Iran
Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi at the Embassy of Iran.

World Football delegation
visits Police Lines HQs

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, the delegation
from World Football visited
Police Lines Headquarters,
Islamabad. The delegation
consisted of international
football players Michael
Owen, Emile Heskey, and
Amando Moreno, along
with football club owners,
coaches, and members of

healthy activities and pro-
mote their mental well-be-
ing.

The Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, DIG Headquarters
Syed Mustafa Tanveer, and
other senior police officials,
along with the World Foot-
ball delegation, watched the
match.

that the purpose of orga-
nizing the football match
was to boost morale among
police employees, encour-
age their participation in
healthy activities, and fos-
ter their mental and physi-
cal development alongside
their duties of maintaining
law and order. He high-
lighted how games contrib-
ute to personality develop-

the media.
During the visit, a

friendly football match was
played between the Logis-
tics Division and the Secu-
rity Division police teams
to encourage Islamabad Po-
lice officers to engage in

Following the match,
the IGP Islamabad and the
delegation distributed
prizes to the winning team
and police officers who
demonstrated outstanding
performances.

The IGP emphasized

ment, character maturity,
and the establishment of a
healthy society.

Furthermore, he
stated that such activities
would continue to be held
on the sports field in the
future.

Islamabad Capital Police
conducted a special anti-riot,
anti-terrorist training demo

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Following
the special directive of the
Inspector General of Police

(IGP) Islamabad, Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi, the Islamabad
Capital Police carried out a
special anti-riot and anti-
terrorist training course to
cope with any situation re-
lated to peace and security,
as stated by a public rela-
tions officer.

He mentioned that at
the conclusion of the spe-
cial training courses, police
officers presented a practi-
cal demonstration of the
exercises. IGP Islamabad

Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi re-
viewed the special exercises,
with DIG Law and Order
and other senior police of-

ficers also present on this
occasion. The Anti-Riot
Unit, Counter-Terrorism
Department, and Red Zone
commandos participated in
the training courses. Dur-
ing these exercises, police
personnel demonstrated
their skills in maintaining
peace, safeguarding public
and private properties,
confronting criminal ele-
ments, and effecting arrests,
while also showcasing the
use of water cannons.

Edu ministry providing
meal to 32000 students

of 102 ICT schools

PML-N MNAs call for
ET judge replacement

over bias claims
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Three PML-N MNAs
from Islamabad submitted
applications to the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) on Monday, re-
questing a change in the elec-
tion tribunal due to per-
ceived partiality in the
judge’s attitude.

Three PML-N
MNAs from Islamabad—
Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhry,
Raja Khurram Nawaz, and
Anjum Aqeel—voiced con-
cerns about the fairness of
the current election tribu-
nal.

In their application,
they expressed apprehen-
sions about receiving fair
treatment, citing perceived
bias and undue haste by the
tribunal.

They contend that the
tribunal’s conduct under-
mines their right to a fair

trial, a fundamental entitle-
ment safeguarded by Article
4 of the Constitution, em-
phasizing that every Paki-
stani deserves impartial ju-
dicial proceedings.

Having emerged victo-
rious in the 2024 general
elections, the petitioners
urged the tribunal to halt the
processing of election peti-
tion No. 73 of 2024, em-
phasizing their demand for
justice and impartiality in
addressing these concerns.

Meanwhile, the Elec-
tion Commission has fixed
June 4 for hearing the peti-
tions filed by Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry, Anjum Aqeel,
and Khurram Nawaz seek-
ing a tribunal change. To-
morrow, the commission
will also review the request
to move the case from the
current tribunal, as indi-
cated in its cause list.

SECP bootcamp to impart
financial literacy to over
1500 educators concluded

ICT admin cuts
transport fares amid

fuel price drop

PMYP extends
NYC m’ship
deadline to

Jun 15
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Prime Minister Youth
Programme (PMYP) office
has extended the  National
Youth Council (NYC)
membership deadline to
June 15.

The PMYP spokes-
person told APP that NYC
an initiative under the
Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme, is now accept-
ing applications till June
15.

She informed that
NYC pursues young lead-
ers aged 15 to 29 and pro-
vides a platform to advo-
cate for youth development
and engagement in gover-
nance.

Members will offer
non-partisan advice to the
Prime Minister while the
youngsters are asked not to
miss the opportunity and
apply at
www.pmyp.gov.pk to
shape the future of Paki-
stan.

Dengue larvae
found in 600
spots across
ICT in week

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz
Memon Monday chaired a
high-level meeting regarding
dengue measures in the fed-
eral capital, during which
officials reported finding
dengue larvae at 600 loca-
tions across the city in just
one week.

The DC emphasized
that controlling the spread
of dengue required active
participation from resi-
dents, said the ICT
Administration’s Spokes-
man.

The meeting focused
on reviewing ongoing initia-
tives and campaigns aimed
at eradicating the larvae.

Despite these efforts,
one case of dengue was re-
ported in the city last
week.

The deputy commis-
sioner stressed the impor-
tance of community in-
volvement in keeping
homes and surroundings
clean to prevent the breed-
ing of dengue-carrying
mosquitoes.

Anti-Corruption
awareness
seminar

held at AIOU
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) is ready to
collaborate with NAB to
raise its voice against cor-
ruption at national level and
to create awareness among
the youth against this
scourge, said Dean, Faculty
of Social Sciences and Hu-
manities, AIOU, Prof. Dr.
Abdul Aziz Sahir in his ad-
dress at the anti-corruption
awareness seminar held in
the university. Dr. Sahir
said that we have campuses
in 54 cities of the country,
we can introduce short
courses, organize seminars,
workshops and walks with
the cooperation of National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) to raise awareness
against corruption.

Dr. Abdul Aziz Sahir
said that corruption is the
root of all evil, so it is con-
sidered as a pest for socio-
economic development.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Train-
ing on Monday said that
National Nutrition Initia-
tive was gaining momentum
daily, with 102 schools
covered for school meal
programs in Islamabad.

According to the
Ministry, under meal initia-
tive more than 32,000 stu-
dents were daily getting
nutritious meals in their
schools. These meals are
found to be beneficial in at-
tracting Out of School Chil-
dren to regualr schooling
and reducing dropouts
thus, increasing daily atten-
dance and retention.

As per details the
number of children in
schools benefiting from
school meals program in-
cluding Islamabad Model
School F-6/3 Kohsar Mar-
ket 400 children getting

meal under (School Khana
Program), Islamabad
Model School G-9/1 185,
Islamabad Model School F-
6/4 St # 46, 400, Islamabad
Model School F-10/2, 300,
Islamabad Model School
G-10/2 (1) 340, Islamabad
Model School G-10/2 (2),
270, Islamabad Model
School Sihala Kurd 180,

Islamabad Model
School G-8/1 (1) 359,
Islamabad Model School
G8/1 (2) 250, Islamabad
Model School G-8/1 (3)
350, Islamabad Model
School G-10/1, 555,
Islamabad Model School G-
11/1, 760 Islamabad Model
School I9/1 (1) 425,
Islamabad Model School I9/
1 (2), 431, Islamabad Model
School I-9/4 (1) 460,
Islamabad Model School I9/
4 (2) 430, Islamabad Model
School G-9/3 (1) 262,
Islamabad Model School.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pa-
kistan, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training, effectively has
imparted basic financial lit-
eracy concepts to over 1500
teachers from 432  Federal
Government Schools &
College of Islamabad Capi-
tal territory. The training
program, conducted in
batches of teachers covered
essential topics such as
savings, investments, im-
portance of financial lit-
eracy, its various elements
and how to identify scams
and frauds etc. The Minis-
try of Education has an-
nounced to integrate topics
of financial literacy into
curriculums of FG schools.

Addressing the con-
cluding ceremony,  Minis-
try of Federal Education
and Professional Training,
Secretary, Mohyuddin

Ahmad Wani, announced
major reforms to modern-
ize the education system.

These reforms include
introduction of perfor-
mance-based incentive sys-
tem for teachers, training
programs for teachers and
combining subjects like sci-
ence with mathematics and
Pak studies with Urdu to
reduce burdens from stu-
dents as well as teachers.

He said that subject of
financial literacy would be
introduced gradually at pro-
vincial levels.

Wani emphasized the
importance of understand-
ing basic financial skills for
youth, especially women,
to protect themselves from
scams and exploitation.

The Secretary  appre-
ciated the role of SECP and
national Institute of Bank-
ing and Finance (NIBAF)
in imparting the necessary
skills to teachers through
training programs.

Green Journalist Awards recognition
to media services highlighting

climate action: Romina
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor on Climate Change and
Environmental Coordina-
tion, Romina Khurshid
Alam on Monday conferred
Green Journalist Award
upon environmental jour-
nalists and termed it a rec-
ognition to the services of
media for highlighting cli-
mate action. The Pakistan
Environmental Protection
Agency (Pak-EPA) while
celebrating World Environ-
ment Day 2024 in the se-
ries of different contents like
awareness walk, debate
competition etc, com-
menced the World Environ-
ment Day celebrations by
organising Green Journalist
Award here at National
Press Club, whereas the
awards were distributed by
Romina Khurshid Alam.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Romina Khurshid
Alam thanked the Director
General EPA to revive the
awards for climate report-
ers. She announced that the
next climate awards would
be held in the name of late
Senior Reporter Shabbir
Hussain who rendered his
life in the line of duty.

“We are going to nomi-
nate and dedicate climate
journalist awards for male
and female journalists in the
name of Shabbir Hussain.
All four provinces should
be taken on board for a na-
tional level recognition and
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif those awards would
be conferred,” she added.

Romina said climate
change and global warming
has no borders and it’s an
integral part of our lives.

The PM’s aide under-

scored that the press club
was more than most wel-
come for collaborations to
organise capacity building
workshops and awards for
supporting the journalist
fraternity in improving its
climate reporting skills.

“We have launched
our first activity from the
Press Club. The capacity
building of journalists,
policy and decision makers
is important to learn and
grasp the fundamentals of
climate reporting,” she
added. She also paid trib-
ute to the unsung heroes, the
fire fighters, who put their lives
at risk during forest fire opera-
tions. Romina also appreciated
the civic agencies and the
armed forces for a holistic and
coordinated response to the
forest fires recently erupted
in the Margalla Hills Na-
tional Park.

BISP, UNICEF to enhance collaborative
efforts for women and children health

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) and
UNICEF have joined hands
to enhance collaborative ef-
forts with a particular fo-
cus on enhancing the health
and nutrition of women and
children in Pakistan.

This was agreed dur-
ing a meeting of a delega-
tion from UNICEF, led by
Country Representative
Abdullah Fadil with the
Chairperson BISP, Rubina
Khalid here.

During the meeting,
Rubina Khalid emphasized
her commitment to increas-

ing awareness of the
Nashonuma Programme,
which aims at addressing
malnutrition among women
and children. She highlighted
the critical role that aware-
ness plays in resolving vari-
ous issues related to health
and nutrition, particularly
for vulnerable populations.
“My focus will be on rais-
ing awareness of the
Nashonuma Programme,”
stated Rubina Khalid.

“By doing so, we can
address many issues, espe-
cially those affecting
women and children. BISP
and UNICEF need to col-

laborate closely on this
front to ensure the well-be-
ing of our communities”,
she said. Abdullah Fadil
praised BISP’s initiatives
and commended the
program’s effectiveness in
shock responsiveness, tar-
geted assistance, and finan-
cial literacy among its ben-
eficiaries.  He underscored
the importance of BISP’s
role in uplifting the socio-
economic status of the most
vulnerable segments of so-
ciety. “We need to work
together to find practical
solutions for the malnour-
ished community, espe-

cially women and children,”
Fadil remarked. “BISP’s
efforts in better targeting
and financial literacy are
commendable, and I look
forward to our continued
collaboration to further
these goals”, he said. The
UNICEF delegation also
included key representa-
tives: Anteneh Girma
Minas, Chief of Nutrition;
Sadaf Zulfiqar, Social
Policy Specialist; Dr.
Noreen Arshad, Nutrition
Officer; Dr. Wisal Khan,
Nutrition Specialist;
Larissa Bruun, Chief of
Resource Mobilization.

Social media campaign against judge:

IHC seeks report from
intelligence agency about

information log in

Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation delegation
calls on Shaza Fatima
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Delegation of Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation
called on Minister of State
for IT and Telecommunica-
tion Shaza Fatima Khawaja
on Monday. The delegation
comprised Deputy Direc-
tor Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation Jason Lamb
and Foundation’s Country
Lead in Pakistan Syed Ali
Mahmood, said a news re-
lease.

Matters related to
digitalisation process in Pa-
kistan, Digital Economy
Enhancement Project
(DEEP), fiberization, con-
nectivity, and digital pay-
ments were discussed in the
meeting. CEO Karandaaz
Waqas ul Hasan was also
present in the meeting.

Shaza Fatima said the main
focus of the present gov-
ernment is digitalization for
which steps are underway
to facilitate citizens and
businesses. She said
fiberization, connectivity
and digital devices are criti-
cal for digitalization. Shaza
Fatima said that digitaliza-
tion will enable efficient
public services delivery and
higher degree of transpar-
ency. The delegation appre-
ciated the present
government’s vision for
digitalization and ensured
Foundation’s full support
in digitalization process in
Pakistan. Director General
International Coordination,
MoITT Syed Jawwad Ali
Sherazi was also present in
the meeting.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz
Memon, has approved the
reduction in public trans-
port fares in response to the
recent drop in petroleum
prices.

Starting today, fares
for routes longer than 30 ki-
lometers will see a Rs 10
decrease.

This change aims to
provide relief to daily trav-
elers and reflects the trans-
port union’s agreement to
the fare cut, said the ICT
Administration Spokes-
man.

To ensure transpar-
ency and compliance, all
public transport vehicles
are now required to display
their lease deeds promi-
nently on their front
screens. This move will
help passengers verify that

the vehicles are operating
under the new fare struc-
ture.

The transport union
has pledged full support for
this fare reduction initiative.
They assured the authori-
ties of their cooperation in
implementing the new fares
across all public transport
services in the city.

The district adminis-
tration has warned that
strict action will be taken
against any vehicle opera-
tors who do not comply
with the new fare regula-
tions.

To enforce this, assis-
tant commissioners have
been instructed to start fare
inspections. This measure
is intended to ensure that
all transport services ad-
here to the reduced fare rates
and that passengers benefit
from the lower costs.

IHC reserved judgment in
sealing of PTI secretariat,

CDA operation cases

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has adjourned till
three weeks hearing of con-
tempt of court case for
launching social media
campaign against Justice
Babar Sattar of IHC and
leaking his family data and
has sought report from in-
telligence agency about in-
formation log in.

The court remarked
the date for next hearing will
be given in written order.

During the hearing of
the case Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani remarked

those who have launched
social media campaign be
traced out.

Justice Sardar Ijaz re-
marked is it by chance that
3 different campaigns were
launched in a day. If anti
country elements start five
G war , if anti state ele-
ments level this allegation
that army chief and presi-
dent have committed blas-
phemy and as a result siege
and arson take place and
buildings are set ablaze
then will the ISI be able to
trace these anti country el-
ements.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) reserved judgment
on petition against sealing
of PTI central secretariat
and CDA operation.

Justice Saman  Rafat
Imtiaz  of IHC heard the
cases. Shoaib  Shaheen,
Umair Baloch and PTI law-
yers team appeared in the
court on behalf of Umar
Ayoub. Lawyer Hafiz Arafat
appeared on behalf of CDA
while state counsel Malik
Abdul Rehman represented
the district administration.

During the hearing of
the case, Shoaib Shaheen
told CDA  put notices in
their record but no mention
is made about the recent
notice. CDA committed

fraud. If we see, both the
notices carry same number.
The notices sent by  them
have not been received by
PTI and instead they have
sent these notices to Sartaj
Ali. CDA have given state-
ment before media that they
are going to recover land
from Sartaj Ali. They told
the media that they have
not issued notice to PTI.
Arshid Dad and Nasim ur
Rehman both are members
of PTI. Arshid Dad and
Nasim ur Rehman  pur-
chased commercial plot on
July 17m 2020 after agree-
ment. On July 29, 2020 , Siraj
Ali who is owner of this plot
issued letter to CDA for
transfer of this plot located
in G-8. On July 30, 2020.

63 gas meters
removed over

gas theft
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL)
has disconnected 63 con-
nections during its ongoing
crackdown on gas pilferers
in Punjab, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, and
Islamabad, imposing fines
totaling Rs 1.6 million.

Ac co rd in g  to  an
SNGPL spokesman, in
La h o r e  a n d
Sheikhupura, regional
teams disconnected 17
connections due to the
illegal use of gas and im-
posed fines exceeding
Rs 1 million against the
offenders.

In Faisalabad and
Multan, 14 connections
were disconnected for ille-
gal gas use, while in
Bahawalpur and
Gujranwala, 4 connections
were severed.

IRSA releases
301,500

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) on
Monday released 301,500
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
267,700 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, the wa-
ter level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1466.14
feet and was 68.14 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,398 feet.

The water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 97,600 cusecs
and 130,000 cusecs respec-
tively.
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Large projects again?
The PML-N is back with its sig-
nature infrastructure develop-
ment model, which has been
responsible for much of our
economic crisis.

While setting an ambitious
national development
programme target of over Rs3tr
for FY25, including a federal
PSDP of Rs1.2tr, to pursue a
growth rate of 3.6pc, the plan-
ning ministry is reported to
have opposed the finance
ministry’s proposal to cut de-
velopment spending to meet
IMF goals. How the lender —
with whom Islamabad is nego-
tiating a larger and longer bail-
out to shore up its international
reserves and unlock interna-
tional funding — will react to
the proposals will soon become
apparent.

The next budget will be part
of the prior actions required by
the IMF and key to a staff-level
agreement for a new Fund
programme. The planning min-
istry has also disregarded the
fact that the current cash
crunch may force the country
to slash its PSDP estimates
going forward and hold back
funds for the proposed projects
in order to meet Fund condi-
tions — projects that only add
to the existing development
throw-forward of above Rs9.8tr.

The PSDP for the outgoing
fiscal year has been reduced to
Rs717bn from the original es-
timate of Rs950bn due to fiscal
constraints as well as to create
space for a primary surplus of
0.4pc of GDP to meet the most
important condition of the last
IMF programme. The proposed
PSDP focuses on energy, trans-
port and water projects, but it
is not yet clear whether the
government plans to complete
the ongoing schemes or start
new ones.

Considering our current fi-
nancial condition, the growth
target of 3.6pc appears overly
ambitious. The Planning Com-
mission itself has stated that
growth prospects are subject to
“political stability, exchange
rate stability on the back of
improvement in external ac-
count and external inflows,
macroeconomic stabilisation
under the IMF’s programme and
expected fall in global oil and
commodity prices”.

Likewise, an inflation target
of 12pc for the next fiscal year
may also be missed by a wide
margin because of taxation
measures, such as a 1pc in-
crease in consumption tax to
19pc and a hike in taxes on
petrol — to be included in the
budget and the IMF’s exchange
rate depreciation projections.

The government’s high in-
debtedness and its growing
expenditure on debt servicing
has put pressure on the up-
coming budget, especially with
the economy and private invest-
ment grinding to a halt. Any
further fiscal slippages and
succumbing to the temptation
to showcase “progress and re-
covery” through large but de-
ferrable infrastructure projects
will worsen the situation.

The current state of the
economy demands that the gov-
ernment focus on debt
sustainability by curtailing its
spending and mobilising more
resources through the expan-
sion of its tax base. The public
has already paid dearly for the
rulers’ fiscal profligacy in recent
years.

Global gangsters Stateless workers
Zarrar Khuhro

Remember the letter writ-
ten by six judges of the
Islamabad High Court al-
leging interference by in-
telligence agencies and
state actors? The list of
complaints included alle-
gations of illegal surveil-
lance of the judges and
their families — presum-
ably in the hopes of un-
covering compromising
material — all the way to
direct and indirect threats.
None of this came as a huge
surprise to  those who
know how the system
works, nor is the subse-
quent campaign waged
against those judges unex-
pected. Most of us, I pre-
sume, simply shook our
heads and said something
to the effect of ‘this is Pa-
kistan, this is just how
things are’, and moved on
with a lingering sense of
shame at how impure our
land is and how embar-
rassing it must be for the
world to see all this. What
would they think?

If you’re one of
those people, I have some
good news for you: we are
not alone. No, sir! The
fact is that the entire
world is rotten to the core.
In fact, we’re amateurs;
the smallest of fries when
compared to the truly glo-
bal gangsters who play on
a much wider international
stage. Literally. In the
sense that the court they
tried to compromise is no
less than the International
Criminal Court (ICC) it-
self.

A detailed investiga-
tion by The Guardian and
Israel’s 972 magazine has
unveiled a decade-long op-
eration by Israel to under-
mine, intimidate and com-
promise the ICC itself; the
operation was led by then
Mossad chief Yossi Cohen
with the full personal ap-
proval  of Benjamin
Netanyahu and the com-
plete support of “the
highest branches of
Israel’s government, the
intelligence community,
and both the civilian and

military legal systems”.
The mission was to

derail a possible war
crimes investigation into
Israel by the ICC, and
then chief prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda was a
prime target. The mission
was to enlist Bensouda
and, if that failed, to com-
promise her. The first few
contacts were ‘friendly’
but when Bensouda ap-
parently rebuffed the ad-
vances, the tone changed.
Cohen began calling
Bensouda numerous times
on her personal number
with veiled blandishments
and not-so-veiled threats,
and when she asked how
he had obtained her con-
tacts he replied: “Did you
forget what I do for a liv-
ing?”

The harassment and
surveillance stepped up
when, in December 2019,
Bensouda announced that
she had grounds to open a
full criminal investigation
into alleged war crimes in
Gaza, the West Bank and
East Jerusalem. At this
point Cohen told
Bensouda: “You should
help us and let us take care
of you. You don’t want to
be getting into things that
could compromise your
security or that of your
family.” He also showed
Bensouda surveillance
photographs of an un-
known nature of her hus-
band in an effort to get her
to play ball and leaked
those photos to other dip-
lomats.

At this point Israel’s
global godfather — the
United States of America
— also did its part: the
Trump administration —
acting in tandem with its
most allied of allies —
placed visa restrictions
and sanctions on
Bensouda, with then US
secretary of State Mike
Pompeo clearly saying
that it was due to the Pal-
estine case. Later, in a very
familiar echo to Pakistan,
he also accused her of cor-
ruption.

Such thuggery is par
for the course for the US.

In the run-up to the inva-
sion of Iraq, when America
was building a fake casus
belli for attacking Iraq, it
turned out  that José
Bustani, then head of the
Organisation for the Pro-
hibition of Chemical
Weapons, wasn’t playing
ball, and America wanted
him to step down. Bustani
refused, and that’s when
US official John Bolton
threatened him, saying:
“We have ways to retali-
ate against you … we
know where your kids live.
You have two sons in New
York.”

Over at the ICC,
Be--n-souda was
repla-ced by Karim Khan,
whose appointment Israel
in--itially welcomed.
Karim also seemed to be
playing ball with the Em-
pire by ensuring that a war
crimes inv-estigation in
Afgha-ni-stan did not fo-
cus on American actions.
But then he went and
completed the task
Bensouda had begun de-
spite the pressure the
likes of which we can only
imagine; in a recent inter-
view he alluded to that
pressure saying that he
had been told by a West-
ern diplomat that the ICC
was for Africa and “thugs
like Putin”, and not, natu-
rally, for the sainted lead-
ers of the ‘Free World’.

Consider that this is
just what we know, and
imagine the kind of tactics
these states and leaders
have and continue to use
to further their blood-
soaked imperial interests.

Also consider that,
after the investigation
was published, a Haaretz
journalist came forward
to say he had all these
details in 2022 but was
warned not to publish
them by Israel’s authori-
ties. He was told that if
he were to publish he
would “suffer the conse-
quences and get to know
the interrogation rooms
of the Israeli security au-
thori t ies from the in-
side”. Sound familiar?  --
Courtesy Dawn

Naeem Sadiq
Of the 79 miners who
have died since Jan 1,
2024, in Pakistan’s deadly
coal mines, not a single one
was registered with the
EOBI. They were all born
as citizens of Pakistan.
They were not refugees.
They did not give up their
citizenship. They did not
give up on the state. But
the state gave up on them.
The state abandoned
them, refused to recognise
their existence, and re-
duced them to ‘stateless’,
benefitless nonentities. By
excluding them from the
EOBI, the state gave them
a future of poverty and
dependency. This cruelty
is orchestrated by a single
government department:
the Employees’ Old-age
Benefi ts Insti tution
(EOBI).

Pakistan has an infor-
mal workforce of around
80 million workers en-
gaged in industrial, agricul-
tural, domestic, and com-
mercial activities. It is
their sweat and labour that
turn the wheels of indus-
try and commerce. In re-
turn, 60 per cent of them
are not even given the
minimum legal wage. The
monthly EOBI contribu-
tion is deposited for only
4.7m or 6pc workers. The
state has no concern or
interest in knowing about
the remaining 94pc. Do
they exist at all? What and
where do they work? Who
are their employers? How
will they survive with zero
post-retirement pen-
sions? It is impossible to
fathom why a state know-
ingly designs a dark and
miserable old age for its
workers.

Imagine if there was
a law that prohibited pen-
sion for any Grade 22 gov-
ernment officer, unless
there were at least five or
more Grade 22 officers
working in the same de-
partment. Bizarre as it
may seem, this is the law
we have for Pakistan’s
workers. It permits all
those employers who em-

ploy fewer than five em-
ployees (and there are
millions of them) to not
register their employees
with the EOBI. No Paki-
stani leader has ever un-
derstood that  every
worker above the age of
18 years ought to be reg-
istered with the EOBI, re-
gardless of the nature of
the work, the number of
employees or the type of
employment (regular,
temporary, contracted,
daily wage or through a
third-party contractor).
Millions of daily wagers
and third-party workers
in government and statu-
tory bodies are currently
outside the ambit of the
EOBI for no fault of their
own. Even an unemployed
or self-employed indi-
vidual should be able to
obtain EOBI registration
by personally contribut-
ing the requisite amount.

The existing EOBI
ought to be dissolved, re-
placed with professional
management, completely
digitised, and linked with
Nadra. The bureaucratic
and cumbersome proce-
dure for enrolment of a
new worker and payment
of his/her monthly contri-
bution ought to be simpli-
fied with a mobile phone
app; it should require no
human interaction, visit-
ing offices or banks, fill-
ing forms or producing
photocopies. The EOBI
monthly contribution rate
ought to be standardised
across Pakistan to enable
seamless continuity for
workers changing jobs or
locations.

An alleged ‘inspec-
tion’ system at the insti-
tution is said to follow the
10pc rule. You register
only 10pc employees, and
we look the other way —
in return for an amicable
under-the-table ‘settle-
ment’.

The EOBI ought to
jettison all its inspectors
and two-thirds of its ex-
isting 657 employees, and
control all its functions us-
ing a handful of profes-
sionals and electronic da-

tabases. A publicly acces-
sible online database
should reflect each regis-
tered employee’s name,
CNIC, phone number,
employer’s name, the lat-
est EOBI contribution and
the total  contribution
made thus far. An effec-
tive database can monitor
and ensure that  every
single worker in Pakistan
is included in the EOBI
scheme.

Every registered
worker must receive an
automatic SMS, by the
10th of each month to con-
firm the am--ount contrib-
uted on his/her behalf. The
system should automati-
cally in--v-oke progres-
sively increasing penalties
for employers delaying
payme-n--ts beyond the
10th of any month. On
reaching the age of 60
years, workers should be
given the choice to either
opt for the regular
monthly pension or to ac-
cept the lump sum amount
accumulated during his/her
entire years of contribu-
tion.

In both cases, the
amount must be immedi-
ately deposited in the
worker’s designated bank,
instead of involving the
worker in a bureaucratic
runaround of visiting
EOBI offices or providing
fresh affidavits, photo-
graphs, or certificates.

Pakistan is the only
country in the world that
pays a pension of Rs1 mil-
lion to superior judges and
a pittance of Rs10,000 to
its workers. This amounts
to an obscene and immoral
compensation ratio of
1:100. We ought to slash
all government pensions
above Rs200,000 to half
and increase workers’
pension to 75pc of the ap-
plicable minimum legal
wage. It is time for Paki-
stan to end its fixation on
the rich, and instead, fo-
cus on the 80m abandoned
stateless children awaiting
recognition, minimum
wage, the EOBI and a
sliver of humanity.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Federal funding for universities

Limits of coercion

Dr Muhammad
Ali Shaikh

Universities in Pakistan are
again in the news — once
again for the wrong reasons.
The issue this time is that
the federal government has
decided to stop giving an-
nual recurring grants to pro-
vincially chartered univer-
sities, ending a practice that
had been in vogue since in-
dependence.

Accordingly, the fed-
eral government asked the
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) on May 24,
2024, to resubmit the bud-
get proposal, reducing the
demand to less than one-
fifth of the original amount
asked — from Rs126 bil-
lion to Rs25bn — catering
for only the federally char-
tered universities.

The cited logic behind
the federal government’s
decision is that, as educa-
tion has been devolved to
the provinces under the
18th Amendment, it is now
the responsibility of the
provincial governments to
foot the bill of universities
established and chartered
by them.

This decision sent
shockwaves across the
country, particularly among

students and academia of
some 160 affected univer-
sities. On their part, the
Federation of All Pakistan
Universities Academic Staff
Associations sprang into
action and held their execu-
tive council’s meeting in
which they rejected the
government’s decision and
decided to launch a national
protest movement and ob-
serve May 30 as a ‘black
day’.

It is an irony that 85
years ago on that day, on
May 30, 1939, Quaid-i-
Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah wrote his final will,
in which he bequeathed his
entire personal wealth to
educational institutions,
showcasing his commit-
ment to the cause of educa-
tion. But with him were
gone his ideals and aspira-
tions.

Coming back to the
present, let’s examine the
issue and suggest a way
out. First of all, the most
striking aspect of the
government’s decision is its
abruptness. The practice of
federal funding to all char-
tered universities, both fed-
eral and provincial, has been
going on for a very long
time. Even the 18th Amend-
ment was passed 14 years
ago.

If the federal govern-
ment had been serious about
the matter, it could have
gradually eased itself out in
a phased manner, after the
passage of the 18th Amend-
ment. Now, expecting uni-
versities, which are fully
dependent on federal
grants, to create alternative
financial resources on such
short notice — just a month
before the start of the next
financial year in July — is
not understandable.

Another aspect is the
federal government’s legal
competence to take unilat-
eral decisions in such mat-
ters. Constitutionally
speaking, the forum for re-
solving issues that involve
the interests of the federa-
tion and the provinces is the
Council of Common Inter-
ests. Before taking any ac-
tion, the federal government
would be well advised to
raise this issue in the CCI
and have it resolved there.

It is also very impor-
tant to involve the other
stakeholders in the deci-
sion-making process. In the
present case, these stake-
holders are students, their
parents, universities, repre-
sentative faculty bodies and
staff associations as well as
the general public.

Here, it is pertinent to

see what is happening
across our borders, particu-
larly in India and
Bangladesh, because the
three of us share the same
roots in connection with our
higher education systems.

In the case of India, its
union (federal) government
allocated an amount equal
to $5.6bn for the higher edu-
cation sector in fiscal year
2023-24, in addition to the
state governments’ grants
to their respective univer-
sities. Following this ex-
ample, Pakistan, about one-
fifth of India in terms of
population, should have al-
located at least $1bn in fed-
eral grants for its higher edu-
cation sector.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Bangladesh, which has a
population of about 171
million, allocated over
$1bn for its 53 public uni-
versities during the same
year.

In contrast, Pakistan
has frozen its federal out-
lay for higher education to
Rs65bn since 2018. In dol-
lar terms, this amount in
June 2018 was equal to
$537m (at the exchange
rate of 121 rupees to a dol-
lar), which has now shrunk
in its dollar value to $232m
(at the exchange rate of 280
rupees a dollar).

Despite repeated de-
mands from academia and
students, the government
did not increase allocations
for higher education during
the last six years. This
year, it is altogether end-
ing it, except for an amount
of $89m for federally char-
tered universities.

This move has al-
ready given rise to various
conspiracy theories and in-
terpretations. One such ex-
position states that the
move is intended to ben-
efit the already rich univer-
sities run and operated by
the armed forces as almost
all of them are federally
chartered institutes, at the
expense of poor public
universities spread across
the four provinces. This
impression is not good for
national coherence and har-
mony.

In these circum-
stances, the best course of
action for the federal gov-
ernment would be to not
only continue with federal
grants to all universities
until the matter is dis-
cussed and decided by the
CCI, but to also consider
enhancing the allocation to
a level that matches at least
the figures for Bangladesh
— the rupee equivalent of
$1bn.

On their part, the
provinces should also
shoulder their responsibili-
ties towards higher educa-
tion and contribute their
bit, following the pattern
in India. In the current con-
text, Sindh is the only
province that has provided
grants amounting to
Rs26bn to its universities,
an action that needs to be
followed by the rest of the
provinces.

The universities
should also find ways to
boost their own resources,
on the pattern of countries
like China, Turkey, Malay-
sia, etc. One good way to
do this is to rationalise their
fee structures on the basis
of the real incurred cost on
various programmes, and
then subsidise it for poor
students only.

Last but not least,
there is an urgent need to
bring extreme prudence and
transparency to university
spending processes and
enforce a mechanism of ac-
countability to eradicate
funds misuse and corrup-
tion. That is how we shall
be able to develop our uni-
versities and help them
play their due role in na-
tional development and
prosperity.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Maleeha Lodhi
It is widely believed that
Pakistan’s geostrategic lo-
cation has been a great as-
set for the country. But it
has also been an enormous
challenge. In fact, the tyr-
anny of geography has im-
posed heavy burdens on
Pakistan and its people.

The country’s loca-
tion in a volati le
neighbourhood and the
headwinds of global geo-
politics driven by big
power interests have long
placed Pakistan in the
crosshairs of many re-
gional storms and facing
the multidimensional fall-
out of wars and internal
strife in Afghanistan.

Insecure borders, in-
cluding contested ones, a
hostile neighbour and tur-
moil in other neighbouring
countries urged Pakistan
to evolve defence strate-
gies and security policies
to avoid a two-front situ-
ation. Its nightmare sce-
nario is having to simulta-
neously deal with more
than one hot front. Today,
the country has troubled
relations with three of its
neighbours and hot bor-
ders with at least two of
them. With a third coun-
try, there are unresolved
problems of border man-

agement.
It is against this back-

drop that the current state
of strained relations with
Afghanistan needs to be
assessed. Stable ties with
Kabul are Pakistan’s stra-
tegic compulsion. But re-
lations have steadily de-
teriorated over the past 18
months and hit a new low.
This is contrary to expec-
tations of policymakers
that the Taliban’s return to
power in 2021 would help
Pakistan secure its west-
ern border. Instead, there
was a marked escalation in
border tensions and terror-
ist  attacks targeting
Pakistan’s security forces.
A surge in violent activi-
ties by the Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
from their safe havens in
Afghanistan posed in-
creasing threats to
Pakistan’s security.

This was not surpris-
ing as the “TTP benefited
the most of all the foreign
extremist groups in Af-
ghanistan from the Taliban
takeover”, according to
successive reports by the
UN Security Council’s
Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring
Team. This echoed
Pakistan’s assessment that
Kabul’s unwillingness to
act against the TTP and

its regrouping in Afghani-
stan after the Taliban’s as-
sumption of power pre-
sented a mounting threat
to Pakistan’s security.
Cross-border attacks esca-
lated following the break-
down in November 2022
of the ceasefire brokered
by the Afghan Taliban be-
tween Pakistani authori-
ties and the TTP. The
short-lived ceasefire was
an ill-thought and futile
attempt by the Pakistani
authorities to end the
armed group’s 14-year
war on Pakistan. The out-
lawed group never ob-
served the truce, only le-
veraged it to expand its
reach in Pakistan.

Pakistan’s efforts to
persuade Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers over the
past two years to take ac-
tion against the TTP
yielded little. In countless
rounds of talks, Pakistani
officials urged Kabul to
disarm the TTP, detain its
leaders and rein in its vio-
lent activities. Taliban
leaders offered assurances,
asking for time, but did
nothing. This produced
growing frustration in
Islamabad, especially as
the spike in terrorist ac-
tivities led to a significant
rise in casualties among se-
curity personnel. Increas-

ingly, military and govern-
ment leaders publicly as-
sailed Kabul and voiced
concerns over “the safe
havens and liberty of ac-
tion available to the TTP
in Afghanistan”. Taliban
leaders were asked to
choose between Pakistan
and the TTP and served
notice that their lack of re-
sponse would force
Islamabad’s hand.

The latest expression
of official exasperation
with Kabul came in a press
conference last week by
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi. Holding TTP re-
sponsible for the March
attack on Chinese work-
ers in Bisham, he said it
had orchestrated this from
Afghanistan as a “flagship
project” supported by
“enemy intelligence agen-
cies”. He demanded Kabul
should arrest the terrorists
behind the attack, pros-
ecute them or hand them
over to Pakistan. Despite
Islamabad’s urgings, he
said, the Taliban had not
taken measures to prevent
militants from launching
attacks from their Afghan
sanctuaries. Last Thurs-
day, a corps commanders
conference also expressed
serious concern over “con-
tinuous cross-border ter-
rorist attacks” from Af-

ghan soil, adding that “hos-
tile foreign actors were us-
ing Afghanistan” to target
security personnel and ci-
vilians in Pakistan.

Last fall, with its pa-
tience exhausted,
Islamabad toughened its
policy towards Afghani-
stan. Since then, it has
taken several actions to
raise the costs for the
Taliban of its non-coop-
eration on TTP. Pakistan’s
coercive approach towards
Kabul has had four ele-
ments. One, it has con-
ducted air strikes on hide-
outs of the militant group
in Afghanistan, most re-
cently in April. In a de-
parture from the past,
when undeclared kinetic
actions were undertaken,
this time Islamabad an-
nounced Pakistan had car-
ried out air strikes against
militant sanctuaries. This
met with a toughly worded
response from Kabul and
border tensions. But
Islamabad warned such ac-
tions would continue un-
less the Taliban changed
course.

The second element
of coercive policy were re-
strictions on transit trade,
which involved the ban im-
posed last October on a
number of items that could
be imported by Afghani-

stan via Pakistan. While the
action aimed to curb smug-
gling, it also served a po-
litical purpose — to
ratchet up pressure on
Kabul. The message was
not lost on the Taliban,
who accused Pakistan of
politicising trade. Later.
some restrictions were
eased as a ‘carrot’ to influ-
ence Taliban behaviour.

The third element of
the ‘stick’ approach was
expulsion of around
700,000 undocumented
Afghans residing in Paki-
stan, also announced last
fall. This has been imple-
mented with well over half
a million Afghans repatri-
ated to Afghanistan. A sec-
ond phase looms with the
decision to deport around
600,000 Afghans holding
citizen cards issued by Pa-
kistan a few years back.

The fourth element of
Pakistan’s coercive policy
involves regular public de-
nunciations of Kabul’s fail-
ure to stop cross-border
attacks. For example, ISPR
has frequently said. “The
Afghan interim govern-
ment is not only arming
terrorists but also provid-
ing a safe haven for terror-
ist organisations involved
in terrorism in Pakistan.”
Ministers have similarly
chastised Kabul.

Quetta
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LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif presides over the special meeting to prevent power theft.

LAHORE: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi in a group
photo with children during his visit to Aghosh Orphan Care Home. Khuram
Nawaz Gandapur, Barrister Amir Hassan, Colonel (retd) Mubashir Iqbal
and Raja Zahid Mehmood are also present.

KARACHI: Primary School Teachers from Sukkur march from Karachi
Press Club to CM House for their demands, protesters were prevented from
entering the red zone by the police.

KARACHI: MPA Muhammad Shehryar Mehar
meeting with Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah.

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Health and
Emergency Services, Chairman Cabinet
Committee for Disaster Management Khawaja
Salman Rafique presenting cheque t Commander
of Pak Army for flood affectees.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister of Local Government,
Housing Town Planning, Public Health
Engineering and Rural Development, Saeed Ghani
being briefed by officials during his inspection
visit to inspecting construction work of Nehr-e-
Khayyam, in Karachi.

KARACHI: Workers of Mohajir Qaumi Movement
participating in the protest demonstration against
the worst load-shedding and over-billing of
electricity in the port city.

KP CM directs admin
for immediate repairing
of power transformers

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur, in
view of the current scenario
of power load-shedding has
directed all Divisional
Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners to
immediately make
arrangements for the repair
and maintenance of out of
order electricity
transformers in their
respective areas.

He issued these
directives while chairing a
meeting of Divisional
Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners
held here at Chief
Minister ’s House on
Monday.

Advisor to KP CM

on Finance Muzzamil
Aslam, Chief Secretary
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry,
Additional Chief Secretary
Syed Imtiaz Hussain Shah,
Principal Secretary to CM
Amjad Ali Khan and other
relevant authorities
attended the meeting.

All Divisional
Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners
participated in the meeting
via video link.

The chief minister
added that the provincial
government will provide all
required funds to district
administrations for this
purpose. He also directed
them to work together with
WAPDA teams to
implement the power load
management schedule in

letter and spirit in their
respective districts

The chief minister
said that Divisional and
District Administrations
are frontline team of the
government in
implementation of its
policies and reforms
initiatives at grass root
level, they need to work
out of the book for the
enforcement of good
governance strategy and
providing relief to general
public.

He stressed that
nobody will be victimized
on political grounds,
government machinery
should focus on public
service delivery with
enthusiasm and
satisfaction.

Pervaiz Elahi could
not be  indicted in fake
recruitments in PA case

LAHORE (Online):
Former Chief Minister
(CM) Punjab Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi could not be
indicted in fake
recruitments in Punjab
Assembly (PA) case.

Anti corruption court
accepted exemption from
attendance plea of Pervaiz
Elahi on medical ground.

Hearing of  alleged
illegal recruitments in PA
case against Pervaiz Elahi
and others  was held in
Anti corruption court
Monday.

Anti corruption took

the plea in the petition
Pervaiz Elahi gave job in
grade-17  to those who had
failed in written
examination. Anti
corruption has filed challan
in the court against the
accused persons.

The court had
summoned Pervaiz Elahi
and other accused  for
indictment but Pervaiz
Elahi filed exemption plea
in the court on medical
grounds. The court while
accepting exemption plea
adjourned the hearing till
June 14.

31 new schemes to be launched
in Health sector of KP, Rs. 232b
reserved in budget: Qasim Shah
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Health, Syed Qasim Ali
Shah while terming the
provincial budget as
‘People’s Friendly’, has
said that a significant
amount of Rs. 232 billion
is reserved for health
sector.

Addressing a presser
here at Information Cell of
Civil Service Secretariat,
Health Minister said
around 31 new health
schemes have been included
in the budget for current
fiscal year.

The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
has restored Health Card
scheme and patients are
getting good treatment,
Qasim Shah told newsmen.

While sharing details
of new schemes in Health
system, Syed Qasim Shah
said these will bring more
improvement in overall
health care system. He also
made it clear that kidney
disease treatment and
dialysis is free on health
card. In the scheme, an Air
Ambulance Service is going
to start in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Health

Minister announced.
Robotic surgery

technology is being
introduced in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, he added
and said that surgery of
patients in hospitals will
now be done through
robotic technology.

The Executive Health
Checkup Program has been
launched in the province
under which counters have
been set up for senior
citizens above the age of
65. Elderly patients will be
given free tests and other
medical facilities once in
three months.

Home minister for swift
action following policeman’s

death in Sohrab Goth

6 resolutions passes
unanimously by

KP Assembly

Sindh Minister felicitates
newly elected office

bearers of LPC
LARKANA (APP): Sindh
Minister for Energy Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah on
Monday congratulated the
successful candidates in the
Larkana Press Club (LPC)
elections for the year 2024-
2025.

In his message, the
minister felicitated
President Ghulam
Murtaza Kalhoro, General
Secretary LPC Naveed
Ahmed Larik, Treaserer
Abdul Qadir Jagirani and
others winning office
bearers.

He also congratulated
Vice President Abdul
Khaliq Mughiri, Joint
Secretary Mansoor Abbas
Abro and elected members
of the governing body Dr.
Badruddin Sheikh,
Mashuque Odhana, Ashiq
Pathan, Younis Ditho,
Yasin Abro and Nadeem
Akhtar Soomro.

Nasir Shah said that
the elected office-bearers
was a proof people trust
in them. Journalists have
an important role in the
construction and
development of the
country, he added.

He hoped that the
newly elected office-
bearers would play their
role for the prosperity of
the journalists.

The minister said that
these newly elected office
bearers will uphold the
splendid traditions of
journalism and will
continuously play their
vital role in the progress of
the country. He said that
we believe in the expression
of freedom. However, the
Sindh Government fully
supports the problems of
press clubs across the
province for resolving on
priority.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly on Monday
unanimously passed six
resolutions, while one
resolution was withdrawn
after the government’s
assurance.

The House passed a
resolution of MPA Sajjad
ullah and demanded the
provincial government to
trace the culprits involved
in an attack on MPA Riaz
Khan in Mansehra and
bring them to justice. The
speaker said that the police
have identified the accused
and some have been
arrested.

The other resolution

was moved by MPA
Ikramullah regarding non-
payment of salaries to the
teachers of the Elementary
and Secondary Education
Foundation for the last
three months.

This assembly
recommended the
government to make these
teachers permanent like
other employees and
increase their salaries
immediately.

Speaker Babar Saleem
Swati said that the
minimum monthly wage in
the province is 32
thousand rupees but these
teachers were receiving Rs
21,000.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Home Minister Zia-ul-
Hassan Lanjar has called for
a thorough investigation
and swift action following
the tragic death of a
policeman in Sohrab Goth.

The officer was killed
by unidentified gunmen,
prompting a directive from
the minister for a detailed
report from the Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) East. In response to
the incident, Minister

Lanjar has instructed that
all available district police
resources be mobilized to
ensure the immediate arrest
of those responsible.
Emphasizing the urgency
of the situation, he urged
law enforcement to utilize
modern technological tools,
including geo-fencing, to
track down the suspects.

“The arrest of the
accused involved in the
martyrdom of the
policeman. KP private schools

reject imposition of tax
PESHAWAR (APP): Hub
of Private Education
(HOPE), an organization of
the private schools Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has rejected
the imposition of fixed tax
on private educational
institutions, termed it an
enmity towards education
and demanded forthwith
withdrawal of the anti-
education tax.

The Sunni-Ittehad-
PTI led provincial
government in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has imposed
taxes on the private
educational institutions
varying from Rs.50,000 to
Rs.2,50,000 on each such
institute.

Addressing a press
conference here at
Peshawar Press Club
(PPC), Sidra-tul-Muntaha,
general secretary HOPE
(Women) Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa said that
private schools are playing
crucial role in increasing
literacy rate through giving
education to millions of
children in their institutes.

She said that they are
contributing in the noble
cause with their own
investment, but on the
other hand the provincial
government instead
facilitation has resorted to
anti-education policies.

She said that 3.6
million children in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa are out of the
schools and the number is
further growing. She said
that a child in primary
school cost Rs.5000 and
Rs.7500/- per child in the
public sector schools
respectively. But, on the
other hand private schools
are providing quality
education at minimal fees.

Director PAC says:
Literature is an artistic
depiction of society’s

diverse facets
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Literature reflects society’s
culture, history, and
collective experiences. It is
a beautiful form of
expression through which
thoughts, emotions, and
experiences are artistically
presented. Literature is not
only a means of
entertainment but also a
source of intellectualism
and emotional training for
individuals. This was said
by Director Punjab Arts
Council (PAC)
Rawalpindi, Sajjad Hussain
while chairing a meeting
which held on Monday

here at the Arts council.
Highlighting the role of the
council in the promotion of
literature, the director
informed that over the past
three months, more than 20
literary events have been
organized at the Arts
Council. These included the
weekly meeting and poetry
session of Halqa Arbab-e-
Zauq every Sunday, the book
launch event of Dr. Sajid
Raheem, a memorial reference
for Farzana Naz, daily poetry
sessions during Ramadan and
the inauguration of Allama
Iqbal Public Library by the
Punjab Arts Council.

KP Minister
for Auqaf

acquitted in May
9 allegations

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Anti Terrorism court on
Monday acquitted Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Auqaf and Religious
Affairs Adnan Qadri in
cases of hooliganism and
vandalism on May 9.

He expressed
gratitude to his lawyer
Habibullah Mohmand and
termed his release the
victory of democracy and
justice, adding that he
always respected judiciary,
administration and law.

Cop injured
in attack on
polio team

PESHAWAR (APP): A
police constable sustained
bullet injury in an armed
attack by unknown
persons on a polio team in
Vargari area, district Lakki
Marwat.

Accroding to Rescue-
1122 the police constable
was shifted to Tajazai
hospital after necessary
first aid and treatment.

Former CM GB
announces land

donation for
special school

ASTORE (APP): Former
Gilgit-Baltistan Chief
Minister Khalid Khurshid
on Monday announced the
provision of 30 kanals of
land for the construction of
a special school for
hearing-impaired children
in Skardu.

The school named
Nargis Khatoon Hair
Improvement School is
currently operating in a
rented building. During his
visit to the school, Khurshid
met with the students and
staff and was briefed on the
school’s operations.He was
informed that the school
provides education and
vocational training to
hearing-impaired children as
well as food and
accommodation for hostel
students.

Arms supplier,
buyer arrested

by CTD
KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) in an
intelligence information
based operation arrested
two individuals within the
jurisdiction of the Brigade
police station, an illegal
arms supplier and a buyer.
The CTD also seized arms
and ammunition from the
suspects. According to a
CTD spokesperson on
Monday, the supplier,
i d e n t i f i e d  a s
Muhammad Afzal .

Two dacoits
killed in

encounter
VEHARI (APP): Two
unknown dacoits were
killed and a constable
sustained injuries after an
exchange of fire between
police and dacoits in the
limits of Thingi police
station, district Vehari.

According to police
sources, a police team tried
to intercept two suspected
motorcyclists but they
managed to escape. The
police team chased the
dacoits. Meanwhile, the
dacoits opened fire at the
police team. The police
also retaliated. During the
exchange of fire, two
unknown dacoits were
killed. Similarly, one police
constable named Farhan
also sustained injuries.
Police also seized stolen
items from their
possession.

Four drug
dealers among
seven held in

DI Khan
DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): The district police
have tightened a noose
around anti-social
elements, arresting seven
five accused including four
drug dealers recovering
over 1.6 kilograms
narcotics from them.
According to a police
spokesman, the police have
intensified operations
against anti-social elements
following the directions.

Maryam orders to accelerate
crackdown on electricity theft

Increases monthly stipend of special
persons to Rs 7,500

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, chairing a
special meeting to review
issues and actions taken to
curb electricity theft in
Punjab, directed to present
a comprehensive report on
electricity theft based on
more authentic data.

The Chief Minister
was briefed by Chief Sec-
retary and IG Punjab about
the ongoing crackdown
against electricity thieves in
the province. They
said,”660 police officers
are assisting in the cam-
paign against electricity
thieves in each district.”
They also submitted a re-
port on 05 electricity dis-
tribution companies includ-
ing LESCO. Senator
Pervaiz  Rashid, Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb, In-
formation & Culture Min-
ister Azma Zahid Bukhari
and MPA Sania Ashiq at-

tended the meeting. Chief
Secretary Zahid Akhtar
Zaman, IG Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minis-
ter Sajid Zafar Dal, Secre-
taries and other relevant
officers were also present.

Meanwhile, Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, chairing a
special meeting to review
Chief Minister Himmat
Card project, has increased
monthly stipend of special
persons from Rs.6,000 to
Rs.7,500. The CM said
“Special people are very
dear to us. We will help
them in every possible
manner.” She directed to
give monthly stipends to
special persons for three
years in the first phase. She
said,”About 30,000 special
people will get a monthly
stipend of Rs. 7,500 for
three years.”

Maryam Nawaz
Sharif directed to run an

awareness campaign for the
provision of wheelchairs.
She said,”Needy people
can use the helpline of
Chief Minister’s Office at
0800-02345 to register
themselves for the wheel-
chairs.” She added that spe-
cial persons will also be
given 14 types of assistive
devices in the second phase.

The Chief Minister
highlighted that wheel-
chairs, hearing aids, tri-
cycles, Braille and other
devices will be provided to
make the life of special per-
sons easier. She said subsi-
dized public transport fa-
cilities and loans will also
be given to special persons
in a phased manner. Sena-
tor Pervaiz  Rashid, Senior
Provincial Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb and
MPA Sania Ashiq attended
the meeting. Chief Secre-
tary Zahid Akhtar Zaman,
Principal Secretary to CM
Sajid Zafar Dal.

Role of media significant
for deeper Pak-China

cooperation: Chinese CG
KARACHI (APP): Consul
General of People’s
Republic of China in
Karachi, Yang Yundong has
said  the role of media was
significant for deeper Pak
- China cooperation in all
spheres and Chinese
government would create
more opportunity for
Pakistani friends to visit
China.

He said this while
addressing the office
bearers of All Pakistan
Newspapers Society
(APNS) who were invited
for a dinner hosted here at
the Consulate on Sunday
night by him.

Yang Yundong said

unfortunately not many
Pakistanis had visited
China to this day, but we
were working and remain
hopeful to create more
opportunities so our
friends in Pakistan could
visit his country.

“Today we are happy
to host you all friends at
the Consulate for Chinese
dinner, and my heartiest
greetings to Sarmad Ali on
becoming the Senator.
China is developing very
fast, and the change is
many a times a pleasant
surprise for working
diplomats of China, when
they travel back home”.
CG Yang said.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting
with Regional Head of Technology and Tax, McKinsey & Co. Tom Isherwood.

Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi talks to office bearers
and members of FPCCI during his visit to regional office FPCCI, Lahore.

HYDERABAD: Farmers busy in sorting and packing mangoes in wooden
boxes after plucking from tree in field area near Tando Jam to deliver in
fruit markets.

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
meet  President Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Saqib Rafiq at Chamber House
Islamabad.

Federal Minister Abdul Aleem Khan presided meeting of Privatization
Commission Board.

Atif Ikram Sheikh says:

Businesses to provide equal
opportunities to women to
promote gender equality

Gender equality is essential for
economic development, M. Akram Farid

CPI inflation decelerates
further to 11.8& in May

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Consumer Price Index
(CPI)-based inflation came
down to 11.8 percent
during the month of May
2024 as compared to 17.3
percent recorded during
April 2024, Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported Monday.

According to PBS
data, the CPI based
inflation during the same
month of last year was
recorded at 38.0% (May
2023).

On month-on-month
(MoM) basis, it decreased
to 3.2% in May 2024 as

compared to a decrease of
0.4 in the previous month
and an increase of 1.6% in
May 2023.According to
data, CPI inflation Urban,
increased to 14.3% on
year-on-year (YoY) basis in
May 2024 as compared to
an increase of 19.4% in the
previous month and 35.1%
in May 2023. On month-
on-month basis, it
decreased to 2.8% in May
2024 as compared to a
decrease of 0.1% in the
previous month and an
increase of 1.5% in May
2023.CPI inflation Rural,
increased to 8.2% on year-

on-year basis in May 2024
as compared to an increase
of 14.5% in the previous
month and 4.2% in May
2023.On month-on-month
basis, it decreased to 3.9%
in May 2024 as compared
to a decrease of 0.9% in the
previous month and an
increase of 1.7% in May
2023.

The Sensitive Price
Indicator (SPI) inflation on
YoY increased to 15.3% in
May 2024 as compared to
an increase of 21.6% a
month earlier and 43.0% in
May 2023. On MoM
basis, it decreased by 4.0%

in May 2024 as compared
to a decrease of 0.7% a
month earlier and an
increase of 1.3% in May
2023.The Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) inflation on
YoY basis increased to
9.9% in May 2024 as
compared to an increase of
13.9% a month earlier and
an increase of 32.8% in
May 2023. On MoM
basis, it decreased by 2.5%
in May 2024 as compare
to a decrease of 0.7% in the
previous month and an
increase of 1.0% in
corresponding month of
last year i.e. May 2023.

Aurangzeb emphasizes need
for investment in technology
towards digital governance

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Monday
met with Regional Head of
Technology and Tax
McKinsey & Co Tom
Isherwood.

Minister of State for
Finance and Revenue Ali
Pervaiz Malik and
McKinsey Partner Ali
Malik also attended the
meeting, said a news
release.

The minister
emphasized the need for
investment in technology
and fostering a cultural

shift towards digital
governance.

He underscored the
government’s commitment
to improve tax collection
through the Federal Board
of Revenue’s (FBR)
ongoing efforts in
digitization.

The minister also said
that the data from PRAL
(Pakistan Revenue
Automation Limited) and
REMIT can be utilized in
digitizing FBR’s tax
system.

Meanwhile, the
discussions covered the
possibility of achieving
quick wins by leveraging

this data and implementing
daily reporting through
dashboards to monitor
progress in real-time.

Ali Pervaiz Malik
also discussed how the
ongoing exercise could be
enhanced by efficiently
generating, organizing, and
analyzing data. He stressed
the importance of a data-
driven approach to
improve overall project
outcomes. The McKinsey
team thanked the minister
for the meeting and assured
that they would ensure the
completion of exercise
within the given time
frame.

06 parties pre-qualify
for PIACL divestment

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Board of the
Privatization Commission
on Monday decided to pre-
qualify 06 interested
parties for the divestment
of Pakistan International
Airlines Corporation
Limited (PIACL).

The 219th meeting of
Privatization Commission
Board was held under the
chairmanship of Minister
for Privatization and
Chairman Privatization
Commission, Abdul Aleem
Khan, said a press release.

The meeting reviewed
the recommendations of
the pre-qualification
committee in light of the
results of the scrutiny/
evaluation of Statement of
Qualifications (SOQs)
submitted by eight
interested parties for
divestment of PIACL.

The Board, after
detailed deliberations and
keeping in view the criteria
including technical,
financial and documentary
requirements stipulated in
the RSOQ, decided to pre-
qualify six interested
parties including Fly

Jinnah Limited, Air Blue
Limited, Arif Habib
Corporation Limited,
Consortium Lead by Y.B.
Holdings (Private) Limited
(Consortium members
comprises Pioneer Cement
Limited and Artistic
Milliners Limited.The
other interested parties
including ANS Capital
Private Limited, Metro
Ventures Private Limited,
Consortium Lead by Pak
Ethanol (Consortium
members comprises AirSial
Limited, Serene Airlines
Private Limited, Liberty
Daharki Power Limited) and
Consortium Lead by Blue
World City (Consortium
members comprises Blue
World Aviation, IRIS
Communication Limited).

The RSOQ provides
that consortium members
(not LEAD) can be added/
replaced, with the
permission of Privatization
Commission, 15 days prior
to bid submission date
provided that the proposed
new member of consortium
and the Consortium meets
the requirements of
RSOQ.

Trade deficit contracted
15.25% in 11 months

KPRA surpasses
annual target for the
fiscal year 2023-24

Pay with JazzCash QR
at cattle markets on Eid

Punjab govt to set up
Sahulat Centres for

farmers

FBR Tajir Dost Scheme:
All businesses should
pay taxes: Atif Ikram

PSX witnessed
bearish trend,
losses 303 points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed bearish
trend on Monday, loosing
303.22 points, a negative
change of 0.40 per cent,
closing at 75,575.26 points
against 75,878.48 points
the previous day.

A total of
441,261,756 shares valuing
Rs 18.634 billion were
traded during the day as
compared to 523,299,973
shares valuing Rs 20.574
billion the previous day.

As many as 426
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
199 of them recorded gains
and 178 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
49 companies remained
unchanged.

The top three trading
companies were Fauji
Cement with 32,835,391
shares at Rs 23.66 per
share, K-Electric Limited
with 31,651, 913 shares at
Rs 5.01 per share and PIA
Holding Company with
25,572, 549 shares at Rs
19.01 per share.

Nestle Pakistan
Limited witnessed a
maximum increase of Rs
154.64 per share price,
closing at Rs 7,349.19
whereas the runner-up was
Sazgar Engineering Works
Limited with a Rs 34.31
rise in its per share price
to Rs 820.45.

Ovais Yousuf
appointed

CEO of P&G
Pakistan

KARACHI (APP):
Procter and Gamble
(P&G)Pakistan has
announced the
appointment of Ovais
Yousuf as it’s new Chief
Executive Officer with
effect from June 1, 2024.

Ovais is an
experienced business leader
who has worked with
P&G for close to 16 years
in various roles across
Asia, Middle East, Europe
and Africa.

Most recently, Ovais
was Commercial Leader,
based out of Karachi,
overseeing the successful
launch of Baby & Fem
Care Startup Project and
Fabric Care in Pakistan.

Speaking at the
occasion, Ovais said ‘he
isexcited to lead P&G’s
business in Pakistan’. We
have grown manifolds in
the last three decades, with
brands that millions rely on
a daily basis. I also want
to express my gratitude to
Adil for his outstanding
leadership in the last three
years.

Ovais Yousuf
succeeds Adil Farhat, P&G
Pakistan’s former CEO,
who will remain with the
Company and relocate to
Jeddah as Senior Vice
President and CEO for
Saudi Arabia.

Rupee sheds
4 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Rupee on
Monday lost 04 paisa
against US Dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.36 against
the previous day’s closing
at Rs 278.32.

According to the
Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
Dollar in the open market,
however, were Rs 277.5
and Rs 280 respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by 44 paisa to
close at Rs 301.67 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
301.23, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged to
close at Rs 1.77, whereas
an increase of 62 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs 353.85
as compared to the last
day’s closing of Rs 353.23.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal increased
by 01 paisa each to close
at Rs 75.78 and Rs 74.21.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
three ships, Zhida-6,
Shalamar and TRF
Kobescheduled to load/
offloadRice, Furnace oil
and Chemicals, berthed at
Multi-Purpose Terminals,
Oil Terminal and Elengy
Terminal respectively on
Sunday. Meanwhile five
more ships, MSC Positano,
AU Taurus, Kypros Sea,
Chem Leona and Al-
Marrouna with Container,
Palm oil, Canola, Chemicals
and LNG also arrived at
outer-anchorage of the Port
Qasim during last 24 hours.

A total of 7 ships were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours,
out of them four
ships,APL Miami,
Shalamar, TRF Kobe and
Enjnanare expected to sail
on today.

Cargo volume of
133,440 tonnes,
comprising 62,655 tonnes
imports cargo and 70,785
tonnes export cargo carried
in 3,218 Containers (364
TEUs Imports.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The trade deficit
contracted 15.25 per cent
during the first 11 months
of the current financial year
(2023-24) as compared to
the corresponding period of
the last year.

During the period
from July-May 2023-24,
local exports grew by 10.65
per cent as it was recorded
at $28.0 7 0  b i l l i o n  as
c o mp a r e d  t o  t h e
e x p o r t s  o f  $ 2 5 . 3 6 8
b i l l i o n  o f  t h e  s a me
period of the last year,
according to the trade
figures released by the
P a k i s t a n  B u r ea u  o f
Statistics on Monday.

Meanwhile, imports
into the country during the
period under review
decreased by 2.37 per cent
as it was registered at
$49.802 billion as against
the imports of $51.010
billion in the same period
of last year.

As compared to the
corresponding month of
last, exports grew by 27.08
per cent in May 2024,

whereas the imports into
the country increased by
13.89 per cent.

During the month of
May 2024, exports from
the country were recorded
at $2.792 billion as
compared to the exports of
$2.197 billion, whereas the
imports into the country
were recorded at
$4.902billion against the
imports of $4.304 billion
of May 2023.

On month on month
basis, the trade deficit
narrowed by 15.43 per cent
as in May 2024 as exports
grew by 18.76 per cent and
imports increased by 1.16
per cent.

During the month of
May 2024, exports from
the country were recorded
at $2.792 billion as
compared to the exports of
2.351 billion of April,
2024, whereas the imports
into the country during the
period under review were
recorded at $4.902 billion
as against the imports of
$4.846 billion of the month
of April 2024.

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab government has
decided to establish Sahulat
centers in every tehsil to
provide quality pesticides
to farmers at a controlled
rate.

Chief Secretary
Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman presided over a
video link meeting of all
divisional commissioners
and deputy commissioners
to review cotton
cultivation targets, measles
situation and Suthra
Punjab programme, at the
Civil Secretariat on
Monday.

The chief secretary
directed the commissioners
of Bahawalpur, Multan
and DG Khan to ensure full
monitoring of the cotton
crop. He said that the
deputy commissioners
must keep a close watch on
the prices, supply and
demand of urea fertilizer
for the next two months

and obtain the data of
stocks and sales from
fertilizer dealers on a daily
basis.The chief secretary
mentioned that the
improvement of health and
education sectors was a
priority of the government,
adding that on the
instructions of the chief
minister Punjab, the health
sector had been included in
the key performance
indicators (KPIs) set for
the deputy commissioners.

He ordered the
authorities to launch a
crackdown before Eid
against illegal sale points of
cattle and form special
squads for checking.The
administrative secretaries
of the agriculture and
health department gave a
detailed briefing in the
meeting. The agriculture
secretary said that the
target of cotton sowing
had been set at four million
acres in the province.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Revenue Authority
(KPRA) has surpassed its
annual target for the fiscal
year 2023-24.

According to details
shared by KPRA, here on
Monday, the authority has
successfully surpassed its
annual target of Rs35
billion by collecting Rs37.1
billion in the 11 months of
the ongoing financial year
2023-24.

KPRA recorded 37%
growth in the first 11
months of the financial
year 2023-24 compared to
the same period of the
previous financial year,
during which the Authority
had collected 27.1 billion in
taxes.

KPRA is mandated to
collect and administer Sales
Tax on Services and
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Cess (IDC)
in the province. The
government of KP has
assigned it a Rs35 billion
target for the ongoing
financial. This year, KPRA
has managed to collect
Rs32.2 billion from the
sales tax on services and
Rs4.9 billion in the IDC in
the 11 months period.

Compared with last
year’s 11 months, Rs23.9
billion were collected from
the sales tax on services

while this year ’s
corresponding period
collection is 32.2 billion
which shows 35% growth
in STS collection.
Similarly, Rs3.2 billion
were collected from the
IDC in 11 months of the
previous year while this
collection is 4.9 billion
which shows 53% growth.

Last year, KPRA
collected Rs30.5 billion in
the whole 12 months of the
year while this year the
collection has crossed 37.1
billion which shows the
exemplary performance of
KPRA and its team, said
the Director General
KPRA Fouzia Iqbal in her
statement issued to media.

She appreciated the
efforts of the KPRA team
for their performance and
directed them to increase
their efforts in the last
month of the financial year
to surpass the target will
more impressive figures.
She said they will cross
Rs40 billion by the end of
June.

“We are thankful to
our stakeholders, the
taxpayers, traders, and the
people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for showing
their trust and their
cooperation.  We expect
them to continue their trust
and cooperation in the
future,” she said.

Independent Report
KARACHI: Mr. Atif
Ikram Sheikh, President
FPCCI, has stated that all
businesses should pay
taxes and small traders
should register with FBR
under its Tajir Dost
Scheme (TDS). He
expressed his satisfaction
that, despite some initial
teething problems, 22,000
small traders have
registered under FBR-TDS
so far.

It is pertinent to note
that FPCCI hosted a high-
profile and well-attended
session of small traders
with both the Chief
Commissioners of Karachi
regions, i.e. RTO I & RTO
II with Mr. Naeem Mir,
Chief Coordinator of FBR
Tajir Dost Scheme, to
establish better
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
coordination and liaison
between FBR and small
traders.

Mr. Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon, SVP FPCCI,
reiterated FPCCI’s stance

that FBR needs to expand
tax-net and simplify the
taxation system to improve
tax-to-GDP ratio; instead
of further squeezing the
existing taxpayers.
However, the process
should be in consultation
with the business
community; should be fair
& transparent and
undertaken in a business-
friendly manner, he added.

Mr. Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon stressed that
Pakistan’s tax-to-GDP
ratio stands poorly at 9
percent while the regional
and sub-regional countries
have achieved that ratio in
the range of 16 – 18
percent.

He proposed that
FBR should not impose tax
on retailers on turnover
basis; but, there should be
a fixed tax. Any imposition
on turnover basis will
negatively affect the
acceptance or registration
rate and threaten the
dynamics of established
business practices.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Central of Employers
Federation of Pakistan
(EFP) and Chairman
FPCCI TVET and Skill
Development Committee

Mian Akbar Farid has
called on Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,
International Labor
Organization and
Employers’ Federation. A
seminar was held on the
issue of Pakistan’s gender
equality and elimination of
workplace discrimination.

While addressing, Atif
Ikram Sheikh President
FPCCI said that gender

equality is a fundamental
human right which is
essential for the promotion
of sustainable economic
development. He pointed
out that compared to other
regional countries,

women’s participation and
contribution to economic
development in Pakistan is
very low and its basic The
reason is women’s lack of
access to education,
training and economic
opportunities. FPCCI
President Atif Ikram
Sheikh said that business
organizations have the
responsibility to provide a
favorable environment and
work.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
a bid to streamline financial
transactions at cattle
markets ahead of Eid-ul-
Azha, JazzCash has
partnered with the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to
enable interoperable
RAAST QR codes for
payments at cattle markets
nationwide.

The initiative is
poised to replace cash-
based transactions with
secure, efficient digital
payments, ensuring safe
and secure transactions,
said a news release.

QR payments are
expected to significantly
digitize a substantial
portion of the Rs. 600
billion  market ,
significantly boosting
financial inclusion by
streamlining payments
for buyers and sellers
alike.

To facilitate digital
payments, the State Bank

of Pakistan has
temporarily enhanced the
transaction limits for
biometrically verified
JazzCash accounts till June
20, 2024.

Murtaza Ali, Head of
JazzCash, said, “This is a
significant step towards
digitizing a previously
cash-reliant ecosystem,
offering people the option
for secure, real-time
payments.”

He further stated,
“State Bank’s vision for
financial inclusion is the
driving force behind our
efforts at JazzCash. With
initiatives like these, we
aim to simplify payments
for cattle farmers and small
business owners.”

By scanning
JazzCash’s interoperable
RAAST QR codes at cattle
markets, buyers can pay
sellers directly through
JazzCash, any mobile
wallet or banking app.
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makes history as Mexico’s
first woman president

Beijing ‘won’t allow war,
chaos’ in Asia-Pacific

Heat wave kills at least 56
in India, nearly 25,000 heat

stroke cases, from March-May

UK gives date for first
Rwanda asylum seekers’

deportation flights

Zelenskyy in Manila to promote
peace summit, which he says China
and Russia are trying to undermine

Monitoring Desk
SINGAPORE: China will
not allow any country or
force to create war or chaos
in the Asia-Pacific, its de-
fence minister said on Sun-
day, warning that there were
“limits” to Beijing’s re-
straint on the South China
Sea and over the deploy-
ment of ballistic missiles in
the region.

In a keynote speech at
the Shangri-La Dialogue,
AFP quoted Chinese De-
fense Minister Dong Jun as
saying: “China has main-
tained sufficient restraint in
the face of rights infringe-
ments and provocation, but
there are limits to this”.

The Philippines and
the United States are
longstanding treaty allies,
and Manila is a key focus
of Washington’s efforts to
strengthen alliances and
partnerships in the Asia-
Pacific region, which has
enraged Beijing.

Given its position in
the South China Sea and
proximity to Taiwan,
which China claims as its
own, Philippine support

Israeli strikes in central Gaza
kill at least 11 as the US
pushes a cease-fire plan

Israel has offered Hamas
a three-phase cease-fire
and hostage release deal,
declaring it was time to
end the fighting in Gaza
and that Hamas is “no
longer capable” of carry-
ing out another large-scale
attack on Israel.

Israel is expanding its
offensive in the southern
Gaza city of Rafah, once
the main hub of humani-
tarian aid operations.

The Israeli invasion
has largely cut off the
flow of food, medicine and
other supplies to Palestin-
ians facing widespread
hunger.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India saw
nearly 25,000 cases of sus-
pected heat stroke and 56
people lost their lives after
several heat wave days
across the country from
March-May, local media
reported, citing government
data.

May has been a par-
ticularly bad month for the
region, with temperature in
capital Delhi and nearby
state of Rajasthan touching
50 degrees Celsius.

In a contrast, parts of
eastern India have been reel-
ing under the impact of cy-
clone Remal. Heavy rain in
the north eastern state of
Assam has killed 14 people
since Tuesday.

In the island nation of
Sri Lanka, at least 15 people
have died due to flooding
and landslides after heavy
monsoon rain lashed the
region, the country’s Disas-
ter Management Centre
(DMC) said on Sunday.

A confluence of fac-
tors has led to a very hot
summer in South Asia, a
trend scientists say has
been worsened by human-
driven climate change.

At least 33 people,
including election officials
on duty in India’s just-
concluded general election,
died of suspected heat-
stroke in the states of
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in
the north, and Odisha in
the east on Friday.

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Britain intends
to begin deporting asylum
seekers to Rwanda on July
24, a government lawyer
said on Monday, although the
hotly contested scheme is
dependent on Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak’s Conserva-
tive Party winning the up-
coming election. Sending asy-
lum seekers who have ar-
rived in Britain without per-
mission to Rwanda is one of
Sunak’s flagship policies, but
legal and parliamentary ob-
stacles have meant it has
never got off the ground.

Sunak has said the de-
portation flights will not
leave before the July 4 elec-
tion but has promised if he
wins they would begin soon
after. The opposition Labour
Party, leading by about 20
points in opinion polls, has
pledged to scrap the plan if
elected. In documents sub-
mitted to the London High
Court as part of a challenge
to the policy by charity Asy-
lum Aid, government law-
yers said the intention was
“to effect removals with a
flight to Rwanda on 23 July
2024 (and not before).”

Monitoring Desk
MEXICO CITY: Claudia
Sheinbaum was elected
Mexico’s first woman
president by a landslide
Sunday, making history in
a country plagued by ram-
pant criminal and gender-
based violence.

Crowds of flag-wav-
ing supporters sang and
danced to mariachi music in
Mexico City’s main square
celebrating the ruling party
candidate’s victory. “I want
to thank millions of Mexi-
can women and men who
decided to vote for us on
this historic day,”
Sheinbaum said in a victory
speech to the cheering
crowd.

“I won’t fail you,” the
61-year-old former Mexico
City mayor vowed.

She thanked her main
opposition rival Xochitl

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy
met with the Philippine
president on Monday in a
rare Asian trip to urge re-
gional leaders to attend a
Swiss-organized global
peace summit on the war in
Ukraine that he accuses
Russia, with China’s help,
of trying to undermine.

Zelenskyy arrived un-
announced and under heavy
security in Manila late Sun-
day after speaking over the
weekend at the Shangri-La
defense forum in Singapore.
He was given a red-carpet
welcome with military hon-
ors Monday at the presiden-
tial palace before meeting with
President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr., after which he left the Phil-
ippines.

Marcos pledged that
his country would take part
in the peace summit, Philip-
pine Communications Secre-
tary Cheloy Garafil said.

“I’m happy to hear

today from you that you’ll
participate in our peace
steps,” Zelenskyy told
Marcos. “It’s a very strong
signal.” Zelenskyy said
Ukraine needs more mental
health workers for its sol-
diers. Marcos promised to
help and welcomed a deci-
sion by Ukraine to open an
embassy in Manila this year
which would hasten efforts
to deliver assistance.

“We have ourselves
been trying to promote the
continuing adherence to in-
ternational law in our part
of the world,” Marcos said.
“The issues that you are
facing are similar and in par-
allel to ours and, therefore,
the position the Philip-
pines takes is always to
promote peace.” Both lead-
ers spoke critically of
China at the Singapore fo-
rum, which was attended by
top defense and govern-
ment officials from around
the world, including from
Washington and Beijing.

Sri Lanka rain floods
kill 14, schools shut

Maldives to
ban Israeli

tourists
Monitoring Desk

MALE: The Indian Ocean
nation of the Maldives will
ban Israelis from the luxury
tourist hot spot, the office
of the president said on
Sunday, announcing a na-
tional rally in “solidarity
with Palestine”.

The Maldives, a tiny
Islamic republic of more
than 1,000 strategically lo-
cated coral islets, is known
for its secluded sandy white
beaches, shallow turquoise
lagoons and Robinson
Crusoe-style getaways.

President Mohamed
Muizzu has “resolved to
impose a ban on Israeli
passports,” a spokesman
for his office said in a state-
ment, without giving details
of when the new law would
take effect.

Monitoring Desk
COLOMBO: Flash floods,
mudslides and falling trees
have killed at least 14
people in Sri Lanka as the
island nation is battered by
monsoon storms, the
country’s disaster centre
said on Sunday.

Some drowned, in-
cluding three members of
the same family swept
away near the capital Co-
lombo on Sunday. Others
were buried alive in
mudslides, including an 11-
year-old girl and a 20-year-
old man, the Disaster Man-
agement Centre (DMC)
said.

Nine other people
were crushed and killed
when trees fell on them in
seven districts since the

monsoon intensified on
May 21, the DMC said.

While Sri Lanka de-
pends on the seasonal mon-
soon rain for irrigation as
well as hydroelectricity,
experts have warned that it
faces more frequent floods
as the world heats due to
climate change.

The DMC said 20 out
of the country’s 25 districts
were affected by heavy rain
and issued warnings to
people living on the banks
of main rivers to move to
higher ground.

Flights arriving at
Colo-mbo’s main interna-
tional airport were di-
verted to a smaller air-
port, and some key high-
ways were flooded at sev-
eral exits.

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Palestinian
health officials said Israeli
strikes killed 11 people
overnight into Monday,
including a woman and
three children, in central
Gaza.

A strike on a home in
the built-up Bureij refugee
camp late Sunday killed
four people, including the
three children.

A second strike early
Monday killed seven people,
including a woman, in the
Nuseirat refugee camp.

The bombardments
come days after U.S.
President Joe Biden said

Egypt’s Sisi
orders prime

minister to form
new cabinet
Monitoring Desk

DUBAI: Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
reappointed Prime Minis-
ter Mostafa Madbouly on
Monday to form a new
government after the latter
submitted his cabinet’s res-
ignation, following Sisi’s
reelection for a third term
last year, the presidency
said in a statement.

Sisi directed the new
government to focus on
lowering inflation and regu-
lating markets as well as
attracting and increasing lo-
cal and foreign investments,
the presidency added.

would be crucial for the US
in the event of any conflict.

The deployment of
“medium-range ballistic
missiles” was “severely
damaging regional security
and stability”, Dong said.

“Acting in this way
will ultimately burn one-
self.” Dong also warned of
“limits” to Beijing’s re-
straint on the South China
Sea, following a series of
confrontations bet-ween
Chinese and Philippine
vessels near disputed reefs.

China Coast Guard ves-
sels have used water cannon
against Philippine boats mul-
tiple times in the contested
waters. There have also been
collisions that injured several
Filipino troops.

According to China
Daily, the defence chief said
that in the face of common
security challenges, no
country can remain unaf-
fected, and there is no such
thing as absolute security
or exclusive security, not-
ing that there is a long-
standing tradition of “help-
ing neighbours in need”.

“We do not allow he-

Palestinian sisters Samar and Sahar react as they search for their missing
mother Amira Al-Breim at the rubble of a house hit in an Israeli strike, in
Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

Galvez, who conceded de-
feat. Sheinbaum, a scientist
by training, won around
58-60 percent of votes, ac-
cording to preliminary of-
ficial results from the Na-
tional Electoral Institute.

That was more than 30
percentage points ahead of
Galvez, and some 50 per-
centage points ahead of the
only man running, long-shot
centrist Jorge Alvarez
Maynez.

Voters had flocked to
polling stations across the
Latin American nation, de-
spite sporadic violence in
areas terrorized by ultra-
violent drug cartels. Thou-
sands of troops were de-
ployed to protect voters,
following a particularly
bloody electoral process
that has seen more than two
dozen aspiring local politi-
cians murdered.

Trump joins
TikTok, which
he once tried

to ban
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: Former
US president and current
White House hopeful
Donald Trump has joined
TikTok, posting his first
video on the wildly popu-
lar social media app he once
tried to ban while in office.

Reaching out to
younger voters as he seeks
reelection in November,
Trump posted a 13-sec-
ond clip on Saturday night
that shows him in his usual
blue suit and red tie attend-
ing an Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC)
bout in Newark, New Jer-
sey.

Philippine
volcano erupts,
spewing plumes

5 km high
Monitoring Desk

MANILA: A volcano in
central Philippines erupted
on Monday, spewing
plumes of up to five
kilometres (3.11 miles)
high, the country’s seismol-
ogy agency said, adding
that evacuations were not
yet recommended for resi-
dents in the area.

The lowest alert level
remained on Mt. Kanlaon
which straddles the prov-
inces of Negros Oriental and
Negros Occidental, with
the level unchanged for
several days leading up to
the eruption, the Philippine
Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology (Phivolcs)
said in an advisory.

Quetta

Claudia Sheinbaum, the presidential candidate of the ruling MORENA party,
reacts as she addresses her supporters after winning the election, in Mexico
City, Mexico.

China maintains stance
on disputed Gulf islands

despite Iran’s anger
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China held its
stance on three disputed
islands in the Persian Gulf
on Monday despite
Tehran’s anger at Beijing
for describing the Iran-
controlled islands as a
matter to be resolved with
the United Arab Emirates.

In a statement last
week, China expressed
support for the efforts of
the UAE to reach a
“peaceful solution” to the
issue of the islands – the
Greater Tunb, the Lesser
Tunb and Abu Musa.

The islands, claimed
by the UAE and Iran, have
been held by Tehran since
1971.

In a rare show of an-
ger toward its biggest trad-
ing partner, the Iranian
foreign ministry on Sun-
day summoned the Chi-
nese ambassador to Iran to
protest China’s “repeated
support” for the UAE’s
“baseless claims”.

“Considering the
strategic cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Beijing,
it is expected that the Chi-
nese government will re-
vise its stance on this mat-
ter,” the Iranian foreign
ministry said.

China’s foreign min-
istry on Monday repeated
its call for Iran and the
UAE to resolve their dif-
ferences through dialogue
and consultation, describ-
ing China’s stance on the
matter as “consistent”.

“The relevant contents
of the China-UAE Joint
Statement are consistent
with China’s position,” said
Mao Ning at a regular press
briefing when asked about
Iran’s protest, offering no re-
vision of Beijing’s stance.

She added  that
China and Iran had a
strong relationship, and
that China attached great
importance to the devel-
opment of their strategic
partnership.

French govt faces
confidence motions
ahead of EU vote

Pro-Kremlin
activist couple
quit Germany,
move to Russia

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Two pro-Rus-
sian activists in Germany,
whose ties to the Kremlin
were revealed in a Reuters in-
vestigation last year, have left
Germany and moved to Rus-
sia, the couple’s lawyer said
in a statement on Monday.

Since Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022, Elena Kolbasnikova
and her romantic partner
Max Schlund have been ac-
tive in Germany.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: France’s govern-
ment on Monday faced two
confidence challenges in par-
liament as political tempera-
tures rise ahead of European
Parliament elections set to
mark a major victory for the
far right in the country.

The bids to unseat
Prime Minister Gabriel Attal
and his government, which
have little chance of passing,
come from opposite ends of

the political spectrum—the
hard-left France Unbowed
(LFI) and the far-right Na-
tional Rally (RN).

An Ipsos poll released
Monday suggested 33 per-
cent of people could vote
for the RN list in the June 9
polls, double the likely score
for President Emmanuel
Macron’s governing Re-
naissance, whose 16 per-
cent placed them just ahead
of the chasing Socialists.

COLOMBO: Residents wade through a flooded street after heavy rains in
Malwana area on the outskirts of Sri Lankan capital.

gemon-ism and power poli-
tics to harm the Asia-Pacific
region, we do not allow geo-
political conflicts or cold and
hot wars in the region, and
we do not allow any coun-
try or force to create war and
chaos here,” he said.

He said that building
“a small yard with high
fences” has no place in the
Asia-Pacific region.

“People yearn for
unity, cooperation and a
peaceful life, and the mili-
tary forces of various coun-
tries need to protect this
aspiration,” Dong added.

Talking about Taiwan,
Dong said Taiwan was the
“core of core issues” for
China, but Taiwan’s ruling
Demo-cratic Progressive
Party is incrementally pur-
suing separatism and bent
on erasing Chinese identity.

“Those separatists
recently made fanatical
statements that show their
betrayal of the Chinese na-
tion and their ancestors.
They will be nailed to the
pillar of shame in his-
tory,” Reuters quoted
him as saying.
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QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail inaugu-
rating new Refugees Students Facilitation Centre during his visit of Univer-
sity of Balochistan.

QUETTA: A delegation of students of different girls
schools and colleges photographed with Provincial
Advisor for Women Development Department Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi.

QUETTA: Iranian Consul General, Hassan
Darvesh Wand being briefed by Dr. Sohail Khan
during his visit to Aria Hospital in Quetta.

QUETTA: Member Election Commission Shah
Muhammad Jatoi addressing women MPAs dur-
ing Gender Mainstreaming and Social Inclusion
Framework meeting

QUETTA: Opposition leader Mir Younis Aziz Zehri
meeting with Provincial Food Minister Haji Noor
Muhammad Dummar.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb called on
by Jason Lamb, Deputy Director, Focus Country Imple-
mentation of Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani in a group photo with the delegation of
World Football and Pakistan Football League (UK) at Parliament House.

LAHORE: Former President of Pakistan and
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Leader, Dr. Arif Alvi talking
to media persons, at Punjab Assembly in Lahore.

Gilani calls for use sports as a
vehicle for positive change in society
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on
Monday called for making
concerted efforts to use
sports as a vehicle for posi-
tive change and transforma-
tion in society.

“Football is no ordi-
nary sport, but a bridge that
transcends boundaries,
unites cultures, and ignites
passion in the hearts of mil-
lions,” he expressed these
views while addressing an
event arranged in honor of
international football del-
egation at Parliament
House, said a news release.

Highlighting the po-
tential Pakistan has in the
sport of football, he re-
marked that there is no
dearth of talent and pas-
sion.

“All we need is pro-
fessional coaching and nur-
turing to produce world-
class players and put Paki-
stan on the map of interna-
tional football,” he added.

Gilani expressed his
excitement to see football
gaining momentum in the
country and anticipated a
bright future for this won-
derful sport in Pakistan.

The Chairman Senate
acknowledged the pivotal

role of the Pakistan Foot-
ball League (PFL) UK in
pioneering international
football in Pakistan, their
visionary initiatives, in-
cluding the impactful
“Football 4 Hope,” exem-
plify their commitment to
social development, educa-
tion, and inclusivity. “They
are not only nurturing tal-
ent but also fostering unity
and resilience,” Gilani ob-
served, adding that their
commitment to implement-
ing international standards
and making football acces-
sible to all, resonated
deeply with his own vision.
The international delegation

of football community
brings with them a wealth
of experience, talent, and
dedication, which could
help Pakistan embark on a
journey to elevate its posi-
tion in the global football
arena. Gilani assured his all-
out support for the promo-
tion of state-of-the-art foot-
ball facilities and nurturing
of local talent in Pakistan.

“Let us celebrate the
spirit of football, embrace
diversity, and work together
to create a brighter future—
one where every child has
the opportunity to chase
their dreams on the football
field,” he added.

Aurangzeb emphasizes
significant potential of

e-governance in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb has
emphasized the significant
potential of e-governance in
Pakistan.

Talking to Deputy
Director, Focus Country
Implementation of Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
Jason Lamb in Islamabad,
he said the digitization of
the tax system is a pivotal
step towards modernizing
tax collection, which will
enhance transparency and
revenue growth.

M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb also mentioned
the necessary improve-
ments required in existing
data sources to effectively
utilize them for tax pur-
poses.

During the meeting,
the Federal Minister con-
veyed his appreciation for
the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation’s for their sup-
port in engaging McKinsey

& Co. for the ongoing digi-
talization of FBR.

He emphasized the
significant potential of e-
governance in Pakistan,
noting that the digitization
of the tax system is a piv-
otal step towards modern-
izing tax collection, which
will enhance transparency
and revenue growth.

Senator Mr.
Muhammad Aurangzeb
also mentioned the neces-
sary improvements required
in existing data sources to
effectively utilize them for
tax purposes. The Minis-
ter of State Mr. Ali Pervaiz
Malik discussed the imple-
mentation challenges of
RAAST, Pakistan’s instant
payment system, and ways
to improve its functional-
ity. The meeting concluded
with a strong note of com-
mitment from all parties
involved to continue work-
ing together towards these
goals.

Rubaba to bear student’s
expenses participating in
“Yaqeen” education camp

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan for Women
Development Department,
Dr. Rubaba Buledi has an-
nounced that she would
bear all the expenses of the
students participating in
the “Yaqeen” education
camp, organized by the In-
stitute for Iqbal Research,
Islamabad, at Peshawar
University’s Bara Gali
campus.

She made the an-
nouncement while talking
to the students from vari-
ous schools and colleges in
Quetta, who called on her
at Women Development
Department. 

Dr. Rubaba Buledi
said that education plays
 vital role in the develop-
ment of a society and is
essential for the progress of
a nation. She announced
that the government of
Balochistan has launched
the Benazir Scholarship
Program to provide finan-
cial support to students
pursuing higher education.

She stressed the im-
portance of education in the
progress of a nation. She
said that education is the
backbone of national devel-
opment and without it, so-
cieties cannot survive.

Dr. Buledi also em-
phasized the importance of
women’s education, saying
that women play a crucial
role in shaping society and
their education is essential
for the development of a
family and society as a
whole. She said that the
government of Balochistan
is committed to providing
education to all, especially
women, and has initiated
various programs to
achieve this goal.

Dr. Buledi said that the
government of Balochistan
would provide scholarships
to students to study in top
universities of Pakistan and
around the world, including
Oxford University in the
UK. She expressed her best
wishes for the students par-
ticipating in the education
camp and encouraged them
to pursue their dreams.

Alvi calls for urgent
dialogue among all

stakeholders

100 more Green
Buses approved for
Quetta city: Hamza

Acquisition of  IT education
vital to compete with modern
world: Commissioner Zhob

PBC condemns PTI’s
demand of CJP recusal

from party’s cases

Advisor to CM
distributes

flour bags to
deserving
families

HUB (APP): Provincial
Advisor for Industry and
Commerce Mir Ali Hasan
Zehri distributed flour bags
to more than 1,500 deserv-
ing families in various areas
of Hub City, on Monday.

Mir Ali Hasan Zehri
stated that serving the
needy is the government’s
top priority and this effort
will continue.

He praised the district
administration for their bet-
ter arrangements and prom-
ised to do even better in the
future.

“We will keep serving
our people, especially the
deserving ones,” Zehri said.
“I will personally oversee
the distribution process to
ensure that everyone re-
ceives the assistance they
need,” he added.

Anti-polio
vaccination

drive launched
PISHIN (APP): Deputy
Commissioner, Jamaluddin
Mandokhail here on Mon-
day launched an anti-polio
campaign by vaccinating
children under the age of
five.

According to DC Of-
fice, he appealed to parents
to join the government’s
efforts to eradicate polio, a
disease that can cause life-
long disability.

“Poliomyelitis is a
dangerous disease,” the
deputy commissioner
warned, adding “Let us
work together to protect
our children from this de-
bilitating disease. Get your
children vaccinated to save
them from a lifetime of dis-
ability.”

The five-day cam-
paign aims to vaccinate all
children under the age of
five in the district, to en-
sure a polio-free future for
the next generation.

The parents are urged
to bring their children to the
nearest vaccination center
to for immunization.

Heatwave
persists in

country, rain
forecast in
some areas

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Heatwave continues to
dominate most parts of the
country, particularly in the
southern districts, accord-
ing to the latest forecast
from the Meteorological
Department, with a mix of
hot and humid conditions
and sporadic rain in some
areas.

The southern districts
remain under an intense
heatwave, with tempera-
tures soaring to extreme lev-
els. Coastal areas, including
Karachi, are experiencing
hot and humid weather,
though there is a slight pos-
sibility of drizzle along the
coastline, offering minor
relief.

In contrast, northeast
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) have a
chance of rain accompanied
by thunderstorms at a few
places.  Specifically,
Islamabad and its sur-
rounding areas are ex-
pected to stay part ly
cloudy with intermittent
rain, providing some respite
from the heat.

Rind condemns attack
at anti-polio team

Independent Report
QUETTA: The spokes-
man, Government of
Balochistan, Shahid Rind
has condemned the attack
at anti-polio team in
Chaman on Monday.

According to an offi-
cial statement issued here
on Monday, the spokesman
of provincial government
said that four Levies per-
sonnels were injured in the
attack at anti-polio team in
Chaman. The assailants
made an attempt to snatch
weapons from the Levies
cops and anti-polio vaccine
from the anti-polio team

working in an area of
Chaman, the spokesman of
provincial government
mentioned. Shahid Rind said
that the district administra-
tion is taking action against
those involved in the inci-
dent. He announced that
the case would be registered
against the elements under
the Anti-Terrorism Act.

He said that the law
would take its course in the
incident. He said that pro-
test is a constitutional right,
but if the course of violence
is adopted then the State
would take action in accor-
dance with the law.

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
Pakistan Bar Council
(PBC) has strongly con-
demned Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) demand for
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa to re-
cuse himself from hearing
cases related to the party.

According to the offi-
cial statement, the PBC
termed the demand as “un-
fortunate and unaccept-
able” saying that it was an
attempt to pressure the
CJP and undermine the in-

dependence of the judiciary.
The council emphasized
that the CJP is a highly re-
spected and impartial judge,
and his integrity is beyond
question. The PBC also
highlighted that the CJP has
always upheld the rule of
law and the supremacy of
the Constitution, and any
attempts to malign him or
the judiciary would be re-
jected. The council reiter-
ated its commitment to up-
holding the principles of an
independent judiciary.

LAHORE (INP): Former
president Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday called for urgent
dialogue among Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan and all
other stakeholders to help
the country navigate out of
its current political turmoil.

Addressing a gathering
of PTI office-bearers and
various wings in Lahore, Dr
Alvi congratulated PTI
workers, supporters, and
the people of Pakistan on
the acquittal of Imran
Khan, along with former
foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, in the
cypher case.

The meeting was
chaired by PTI Central
Punjab President Ejaz
Manhas, with notable PTI
senior leaders such as Azam

Khan Swati, Brigadier (retd)
Ejaz Shah, Dr Azeemuddin
Lakho, Sardar Azeemullah
Advocate, and Zubair
Kisan in attendance.

The former president
reiterated the importance of
dialogue to resolve the po-
litical crisis, stressing that
all stakeholders must par-
ticipate as it is the sole path
to improvement in Paki-
stan. In his address, Dr Alvi
criticised the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) government, ac-
cusing it of rampant cor-
ruption and mismanage-
ment. He claimed that the
PML-N leadership has fos-
tered numerous new ‘Gullu
Butts’ over the past two
years, with corruption es-
calating since the regime
change.

Senate committees
formation stalled
by disagreement

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
formation of Senate Stand-
ing Committees has hit a
deadlock due to a heated dis-
agreement between the gov-
ernment and the opposi-
tion. The tussle centers on
the allocation of key com-
mittees, with the govern-
ment coalition seeking con-
trol over crucial areas such
as foreign affairs, finance,
and interior.

Despite an important
meeting between Senate
Chairman Yusuf Raza
Gilani, Leader of the House
Ishaq Dar, and Leader of the
Opposition Shibli Faraz, no
resolution was achieved.
According to sources, the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) has requested the
Finance Committee and the
Law and Justice Commit-
tee, insisting on the chair-
manship of Saleem
Mandviwala being handed
to Farooq H. Naik.

However, Shibli Faraz
has firmly rejected the
government’s proposed
distribution formula. He
argues that the standing
committees, which have
traditionally been chaired
by the opposition for the
last 12 years, should con-
tinue to be allocated to
them. Faraz emphasized
the role of these commit-
tees in monitoring govern-
ment policies and ensuring
parliamentary accountabil-
ity, accusing the government
allies of attempting to un-
dermine this process.

“The unfair allocation
of committees is a weak
and undemocratic practice
that threatens the integrity
of our parliamentary sys-
tem,” Faraz stated. He fur-
ther criticized the current
administration, claiming that
the PDM-2 government has
significantly damaged the
country’s institutions.

QUETTA (APP): Commis-
sioner Zhob Division Tariq-
ur Rehman Baloch on
Monday said that the ac-
quisition of information
technology (IT) education
was necessary to compete
with the modern world and
information technology
training was also very im-
portant along with quality
and higher education.

He expressed these
views while visiting Divi-
sional Information Technol-
ogy Complex Zhob.

Divisional Information
Technology Officer, Engi-
neer Asmatullah Khan gave
a briefing to the commis-
sioner about the Depart-

ment of IT Web Division.
The commissioner

also inspected the Informa-
tion Technology Training
Center, met the teachers and
students and discussed the
provision of facilities to
them.

Divisional Information
Technology Officer gave a
briefing to the commis-
sioner regarding the center
and told that at present the
number of students were
more than 200. who were
being trained in different
fields. He expressed satis-
faction over the ongoing
educational activities and
assured all possible sup-
port from his side.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Commis-
sioner Quetta Division,
Muhammad Hamza
Shafqaat has stated that 100
more Green Buses have
been approved for the
Quetta city and in first
phase, at least 25 buses be
brought in the city.

The Commissioner
Quetta was speaking to the
media persons here at the
office of Quetta Metro-
politan Corporation on
Monday.

He said that better fa-
cility of public transport
has been made available to
the citizens with provision
of Green bus service in

Quetta.
He added that at the

moment, only eight buses
have been operating under
private contract in Quetta
city.

More than 11,000
people travel by these
Green buses daily, which is
the major success. That’s
why, 100 more buses have
been approved for the city,
the Commissioner Quetta
maintained.

He expressed the
hope that 25 buses would
come within one and half
month in the first phase.

These buses would be
plied on other routes of the
city.

Ahsan Iqbal ‘stunned’
over no consultation on

development budget
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning and Development,
Ahsan Iqbal, has expressed
his reservations over the
approval of the develop-
ment budget and annual
plan without his consulta-
tion.

According to media
reports, the deputy chair-
man of the Planning Com-
mission, Jahanzeb Khan,
did not consult Ahsan Iqbal
before approving the PSDP
worth Rs 1221 billion on
May 31. Moreover, the
minister was also not con-
sulted on the GDP growth
targets of 2.4% for the cur-
rent year and 3.6% for the
next year, sources added.

It stated that annual
Plan Coordination Commit-
tee meeting is likely to be
convened again, it was not

held due to the non-forma-
tion of the National Eco-
nomic Council. The PSDP
and annual plan will require
approval from the Prime
Minister-headed National
Economic Council, sources
added.

In a separate report, it
was revealed that due to the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) target, the de-
velopment budget of Paki-
stan is reportedly being af-
fected, ARY News reported
on Friday. According to re-
cent documents, the devel-
opment budget of Rs 950
billion only Rs 379 billion
was utilized to meet IMF
targets this year. These bud-
get reductions have dam-
aged the various sectors in-
cluding health, higher edu-
cation, and infrastructure
projects in Pakistan.

Climate change authority case:

SC summons climate
change secretary, all four

provincial secretaries
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
summoned secretary cli-
mate change and all the four
secretaries on next hearing
in the case pertaining to es-
tablishment of Climate
Change Authority (CCA).

The court has directed
all the four chief secretaries
to appear through video
link.

Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah remarked why the
Punjab government could
not frame policy regarding
climate change so far. What
steps have been taken by
Punjab government to deal
with the floods. Half of the
trees planted under billion
tree project have finished.
Only planting the trees is
not enough but they have
to be looked after as well.
We will ask from all chief

secretaries what progress in
making policy and imple-
menting the policy.

During the hearing of
the case government pre-
sented notification on es-
tablishment of climate
change authority. Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah inquired
authority has been set up
but when it will become
functional. Additional at-
torney general told adver-
tisement has been given for
appointment of members of
authority.  The process will
be completed within two
months. The court further
inquired tell us if any solid
step has been taken in con-
nection with climate change.
Additional Attorney general
admitted there is no doubt
in it that the attitude of fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ment is not serious.

PTI announces
to hold  public
rally in Swat

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leadership has de-
cided to relocate its upcom-
ing June 8 rally to Swat af-
ter the federal capital’s ad-
ministration refused to per-
mit the party to stage its
rally in Islamabad.

The top leadership of
the party rejected the
Islamabad administration’s
offer that it should hold a
public meeting on June 8 at
Rawat.

According to a party
spokesperson, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur also
attended the meeting.

The meeting was at-
tended by party Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan,
Secretary General Omar
Ayub Khan, who is also the
Leader of Opposition in
the National Assembly,
Asad Qaiser and other
prominent leaders. The
Islamabad district adminis-
tration last Friday allowed
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) to hold a public rally
in the federal capital.

Edu ministry,
Taleemabad
transform a
neglected

school
ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
remarkable turnaround, the
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Train-
ing and Taleemabad trans-
formed a neglected school
in Quetta in just two weeks,
showcasing the power of
love and care that knows no
bounds.

According to the Edu-
cation Ministry, the said
school in Quetta, once
plagued by decades of ne-
glect, lacked even the basic
essentials - maintenance,
furniture, and books.

This incredible feat is
a testament to the impact
of dedication and collective
effort, breathing new life
into a forgotten institution
and illuminating the path to
a brighter future for its stu-
dents, the ministry added.

Ashrafi calls
for justice in

Nazir Masih’s
death case

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
(PUC) Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi on
Monday called for justice
in the death case of Nazir
Masih in Sargodha.

The PUC chairman,
expressing deep grief over
the killing, said in a state-
ment that taking the law
into one’s own hands in
matters of blasphemy was
both unlawful and illegal.


