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PM guarantees
facilitation, security
to Chinese investment

Stresses B2B cooperation for a bright future

SHENZHEN (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday, assuring all-out
facilitation to Chinese in-
vestors, and security of
Chinese  individuals,
projects and investments in
Pakistan, emphasised that
mutually rewarding busi-
ness-to-business coopera-
tion was key to a bright fu-
ture for the two people.

The prime minister,
addressing the Pakistan-
China Business Forum dur-
ing his five-day China visit,
highlighted bilateral trade
and investment potential,
especially in key sectors in-
cluding transfer of Chinese
technology, industry and
partnership in IT, agricul-
ture, mining, steel, textiles
and renewable energy.

The prime minister
repeatedly lauded the Chi-
nese model of development
and economic transforma-

tion and vowed to replicate
the same in Pakistan.

“I will go back to Pa-
kistan with this resolve,
come what may, we will
follow this model of great
economic transformation in
Pakistan. This model is
enough to copy and simu-
late if we are sincere to our
purpose and people. By
God, I can tell you this is
difficult but not impos-
sible,” he told the gathering
of hundreds of business
leaders from Pakistan and
China.

As the Business Fo-
rum also marked the B2B
matchmaking, he urged the
Pakistani businessmen to
sit with their Chinese
counterparts and find out
ways to move Chinese
textile industries to Paki-
stan and make joint col-
laborations in steel and
other industries.

“Today is the oppor-
tunity, time and moment to
capture. Sit down with Chi-
nese friends to have serious
discussions. I want to en-
sure you not as prime min-
ister but as Chief Executive
of Pakistan that I will give
you the fullest support so
that businessmen of Paki-
stan and China get benefits
jointly,” he remarked.

He informed the Fo-
rum that Pakistan had min-
eral deposits of around $10
trillion while the country’s
exports stood at $30 bil-
lion. The minerals deposits
offer huge potential to dig
out and convert them into
finished and semi-finished
goods for exports, he
added.

He assured the Chi-
nese side that his govern-
ment had already initiated
structural changes in Paki-
stan to control corruption.
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad li presides over a meting to
observe World Environment Day, held at CM House in Karachi.

Alternate energy usage vital
for reducing environmental
pollution effects: Nasir Shah

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Energy Minister Nasir
Hussain Shah on Wednes-
day said the use of alter-
nate energy resources
should be increased to re-
duce environmental pol-
lution and avoid negative
effects of environment
changes.

He said this in a mes-
sage issued here on the
occasion of World Envi-
ronment Day, being ob-
served on today across
the globe.

Shah said the use of
alternative energy and in-
crease forests were indis-
pensable to mitigate suf-
ferings being faced by the
people due to environ-
mental pollution.

He said that the gov-
ernment was making all
possible efforts at the na-
tional and regional level to
deal with the challenges of
environmental problems.

The rate of air pol-
lution in Pakistan and es-
pecially in Sindh was
alarming, Nasir Shah said
and added that smoke
evicting from vehicles and
factory chimneys was a
major cause of air pollu-
tion.

The minister was of
the opinion that alternative
energy was the best solu-
tion to prevent air pollu-
tion and the Sindh govern-
ment was busy taking mea-
sures regarding usage of the
the alternate energy.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Educaon and

Professional Training, Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
exchanging views with Uzma Yousaf, Country Di-
rector of Cambridge Assessment International Edu-
cation (CAIE) during meeting held in Islamabad.

Imran Khan being asked
to strike deal and leave
country, claims Arif Alvi

FAISALABAD (INP): A
day after clarifying his
party’s position on politi-
cal dialogues, former presi-
dent and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Dr Arif
Alvi has claimed that the
incarcerated party founder
Imran Khan is being told to
“strike a deal and leave the
country”. Alvi, while talk-
ing to journalists in
Faisalabad on Wednesday,
said that Khan rejected the
offer and decided not to leave
the country “at any cost”.
The former president
predicted that those who
were colluding to sentence
Khan — the former prime
minister — would face a
complete failure. Comment-
ing on dialogue offers, the
politico said that his party
is ready to hold talks with

“stakeholders but not with
the non-stakeholders”. He
asked the stakeholders to
let go of hatred and prac-
tice compassion. Form 47
rulers are powerless who
cannot make decisions,
slams former president He
also said that the stakehold-
ers should not be afraid of
any kind of risks after the
PTI founder’s release. Alvi
demanded releasing the
former prime minister, the
supremacy of law in the
country and returning the
party’s mandate.

Alvi further said that
his party could not hold the
incumbent rulers who were
as much “powerless” as
they came into power via
“Form 47” and didn’t have
“authority” to make deci-
sions.

Omar Ayub
seeks Hamood-
Ur-Rehman
Commission
report from FIA

ISLAMABAD (INP): Op-
position leader Umar Ayub
replied to the notice to FIA
over the ‘controversial’
video uploading case on
founder PTI Imran Khan’s
X account and asked the
agency for a copy of the
Hamood-Ur-Rehman
Commission report.

Omar Ayub also an-
nounced to challenge the
issue of the FIA notice in
Parliament and challenge it
in the court as well.

The defamatory no-
tice was ‘vague, dubious
and illegal questions’.

Pakistan to
request UAE
for $1bn loan

rollover

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan to ‘request’ United
Arab Emirates (UAE) for
rollover of $1 billion loan,
before maturity period,
sources said on Wednes-
day.

As per details, the fi-
nance ministry has com-
pleted the working on the
matter and Prime Minister
Shehabz Sharif is likely to
pen down a letter to the
UAE President Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed al-
Nahyan, for the rollover of
the loan.

Sources said, overall
UAE kept $3 billion as a
safe deposit in the State
Bank of Pakistan out of
which $2bn loan has al-
ready been rollover by the
UAE at Pakistan’s re-
quest, while a rollover for
the remaining $1 bln will
be sought.
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SHENZHEN: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Shz{rif addresses Paki-

stan China Business Conference.

Bilawal urges govt to
focus on public issues,
not Imran Khan

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari on Wednesday ex-
pressed his discontent
with the politics of hate
and urged the government
to shift its focus from Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder Imran Khan
to addressing public is-
sues.

“The people of Paki-
stan are not interested in
the politics of hatred.
They want solutions to
their problems. Our infor-
mation department should
also focus on resolving is-
sues, not on what Imran
Khan is doing. It makes no
difference to people; he
has his own cases to deal
with,” Bilawal said while
speaking at a meeting of
the PPP’s parliamentary
party in Sindh.

The PPP chairman
emphasised the impor-
tance of genuine demo-
cratic behaviour, warning
that the absence of such
an approach leads to con-
tinual losses. “We must

-
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focus on our work. It is
our responsibility to de-
liver performance,” he
added.

Acknowledging the
high expectations of the
public, Bilawal said that
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah has ap-
prised him of the challeng-
ing economic situation and
uncertainty regarding
funds from the federal
government for various
projects

“We will make every
effort [to address these
challenges]. I know Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
will fulfil his promise and
resolve these issues before
the budget,” he added.

He stressed the need
to improve services within
limited resources. “We
must concentrate on en-
hancing our services with
the resources we have.”

Bilawal highlighted
the PPP’s historic success
and called for relentless ef-
fort to meet public expec-
tations. “Our ministers
must work diligently and
visibly.”

Decage ot Rty Mot R

Conty -
Hutn Wb e

KARACHI: Governor Sindh mran Khan Tessori
addressing a Conference on eve of World Environ-
ment Day.

Maritime Minister Qaiser
Shaikh visits BQATI

KARACHI (APP): Federal
Minister Maritime Af-
fairs Qaiser Ahmed
Shaikh on Wednesday
visited office of the
“Bin Qasim Associa-
tion of Trade and In-
dustry” (BQATI).

Secretary Planning Awais
Manzur, chairman
Port Qasim Authority
Admiral ® Syed
Hassan Nasir Shah and
others were also
present on the occa-
sion.

The Minister was invited
by BQATI President
Abdul Rasheed Jan
Mohammad and Pa-
tron in Chief Mian
Muhammad Ahmed at
working lunch.
business community
apprised Minister
about problems such
as tarrifs and trade bar-
riers, power issues,
rising utilities cost and
shortages, logistics,
regulations and com-
pliances.

Minister and Chair-

man PQA Admiral ®

Syed Hasan Nasir

Shah assured the busi-

ness community of all
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possible assistance as
other provincial and
federal departments
will be requested for
approvals and coop-
eration.
business community
appreciated Chairman
PQA Admiral ® Syed
Hasan Nasir Shah in
particular for easing
out things for business
community.
Moreover, BQATI appre-
ciated the efforts of the
Minister for under-
standing issues faced
by business commu-
nity as the minister
also represents busi-
ness community.
Magsood Ismail (Chairman
Candyland), Chela
Ram Chairman REAP
(Rice Exporter Asso-
ciation of Pakistan),
Molvi Mehmood,
Ashraf Bawani
(Chairman Ghani
Gases), CEO FAP
Alina Jamil, CEO
FOTCO Adnan
Samdani, Anwar Mian
Noor of Rice Industry
and other officials of
Port Qasim Authority
and private sector.

The

govera h level

meeting to review the preparation of expected rain, held at his office in Karachi.

Pakistan, Italy
to undertake
joint efforts
against drug

trafficking

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan and Italy have
agreed to a coordinated and
effective action plan
against illegal immigrants
and human trafficking.

This came at a meet-
ing between Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi and
Italian Interior Minister
Matteo Piantedosi in Rome.
Minister for Overseas Pa-
kistanis Chaudhry Salik
Hussain was also present
in the meeting.

The two sides also
agreed to undertake joint
efforts against drug traffick-
ing.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said steps
have been taken at all levels
to stop illegal entry of Pa-
kistanis to Italy and to
counter drug trafficking. A
zero tolerance policy has
been adopted against human
trafficking and drug mafia.

PM brought
innovation in
CPEC: Tarar

SHENZHEN (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting, Na-
tional Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar on Wednes-
day said that Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif
had brought an innovation
within China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC).

Talking to the media
here, the minister said that
anew era was beginning in
CPEC under the vision of
the Prime Minister. More
than 500 Pakistani and
Shenzhen businessmen
participated in Business to
Business Conference in
Shenzhen, he added.

“The relations be-
tween Pakistan and China
are entering a new era which
is an important milestone
for the Pakistani economy,”
the minister said.

He opined that busi-
ness-to-business meetings
and conferences in
Shenzhen will play a sig-
nificant role in the stability
and development of
Pakistan’s economy.

FIA takes social
activist Sarim
Burney into
custody over
human trafficking

charges

KARACHI (INP): The
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) took social
activist and entrepreneur
Sarim Burney into custody
from the Karachi airport on
Wednesday.According to
sources in the FIA, Burney
was arrested by a team from
the FIA Anti-Human Traf-
ficking Wing on Wednesday
afternoon following a hu-
man trafficking complaint
received from the US gov-
ernment. It is alleged that
Burney was involved in il-
legal adoption practices,
including human traffick-
ing, spanning across the
United States, Canada and
other countries.

Sources further said
that Burney’s activities had
been under surveillance for
an extended period and
upon his arrival at the
Karachi airport today, he
was taken into custody.

A case has been offi-
cially registered against the
social activist. The FIA ad-
ditional director general for
Karachi South added that
an investigation would be
conducted, taking into ac-
count all evidence and the
case would be decided on
its merit.

President Zardari stresses

upon further
Pak, Jordan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Wednesday said that
Pakistan and Jordan en-
joyed close cordial relations
and stressed upon further
strengthening of these bilat-
eral ties between the two
countries.

The president ex-
pressed these views during
ameeting with Ambassador
of Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan to Pakistan Dr
Maen Khreasat who called
on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr,
President Secretariat Press
Wing said in a press release.

The Jordanian envoy
invited the president to a
conference being held in

strengthening
bilateral ties

Jordan on human relief ac-
tivities in Gaza on June 11.
The president assured him
of Pakistan’s participation
in the scheduled conference.
The ambassador ap-
prised the president that
Jordan had signed memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) with Akhuwat
Foundation for provision of
reliefassistance in Palestine.
The president lauded
Jordan for its efforts to pro-
vide relief in Palestine.
The ambassador

also conveyed a felicita-
tion message from the
Jordanian King to the
President Zardari on as-

ISLAMABAD: Presidt, AsifAli Zardari exchang-
ing views with Dr. Maen Khreasat, Ambassador of

suming his office.
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Jordan to Pakistan during meeting held at Aiwan-

e-Sadr in Islamabad.

Lanjar orders digitization
of arms dealers’ licenses and
enhanced CTD measures

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Home Minister Zia-ul-
Hassan Lanjar on Wednes-
day ordered the initiation of
the process to digitize li-
censes for arms dealers
across the province.

During his visit to the
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD), he mandated
that data collection and geo-
tagging of seminaries be con-
ducted by a committee
comprised of the District
SSP, Special Branch, and
CTD.

While assessing the
CTD’s performance, Zia-
ul-Hassan Lanjar reviewed
details of the investigation
into the recent case of a
youth killed during a rob-
bery in Gulshan Igbal. He
instructed that the CTD
oversee investigations of
robbery-related murder
cases.

He emphasized that
the national action plan
should be executed with its
intended spirit and priori-
ties.

Zia-ul-Hassan Lanjar
urged CTD officers to en-
hance the department’s
performance, pledging to
personally monitor their
progress.

The Minister guaran-
teed that the Sindh govern-
ment would provide all nec-
essary support and assis-
tance to the CTD.

He stressed the need
for reforms and innovation
within the CTD, highlight-
ing the importance of
adopting modern tech-
niques to address emerging
challenges.

During the visit, the
DIGP-CTD delivered a de-
tailed briefing on counter-
terrorism measures against
banned organizations, in-
cluding threat assessments.

The DIGP also pre-
sented recommendations to
the Minister regarding re-
source allocation for the
CTD, construction of a re-
gional complex, and acqui-
sition of locators and other
essential equipment.

nister, Syed Murad Ali
exchanges views with United Nation Population Fund
(UNFPA) Country Representative, Dr. Luay Shabaneh
during meeting held at CM House in Karachi.

New routes for
People’s Bus Service

in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): New
routes for People’s
Bus Service an-
nounced in Karachi.
The decision was
taken in a meeting
chaired by Sindh
Transport Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon
to discuss the public
transport issues of
Karachi.

The meeting at-
tended by elected
MPAs from Karachi,
deputy mayor and
others decided to ex-
pand the routes of
People’s Bus Service.

The new routes
will be launched in
Malir, Kemari, Lyari
and district West of
the port city.

Speaking on the
occasion, Sharjeel
Memon said that
the government is
trying to facilitate
the people of the
city by expanding
the network of pub-

announced

lic transport.

In the last meet-
ing of the transport
department, the min-
ister was given a de-
tailed briefing on the
construction of vari-
ous BRTs, signals,
and reconstruction of
bus terminals, as
well as the construc-
tion of a U-turn for
the People’s Bus Ser-
vice.

Additionally, it
was decided to con-
struct a parking plaza
to reduce traffic pres-
sure in the central ar-
eas of Hyderabad.

The transport
minister was also
briefed regarding the
completion of the
construction work of
eight bus terminals.
He was told that rhe
work on the eight
bus terminals has
been completed and
they will be func-
tional by June.
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A sobering election?

It is likely to be a bittersweet victory for the BJP
and its ideological cohorts in the Sangh Parivar
as India finishes counting the votes from its mas-

sive electoral exercise.

While Narendra Modi is poised to form his
third consecutive government, electoral trends
at the time of writing indicate that the BJP and its
allies will be nowhere near translating their boast-
ful claims of winning 400 seats in the Lok Sabha

into reality.

The projections predict a simple, albeit thin,
majority for the BJP-led National Democratic Alli-
ance. The INDIA grouping, led by Congress, has
made surprising gains, with a likely tally of around
200 seats. It should be remembered that in 2019,
Congress was walloped; in fact, India’s grand old
party has spent the last decade in the political
wilderness, as the BJP played up the Hindutva
card, tearing apart the political structure built by
Nehru and Gandhi. But the latest results indicate
that things may be changing.

For the BJP, Muslim-baiting and communal
rhetoric appear to have backfired, even in its po-
litical heartland or ‘Hindi belt’. Instead of prais-
ing the glory of a new Hindu rashtra, Indian vot-
ers were more concerned about pressing issues,
such as jobs and the cost of living.

The Ram Mandir, inaugurated by Mr Modi in
January, may have been a grand spectacle, but
tens of millions of voters were clearly not swayed
by this dangerous mixing of politics, mythology
and communalism. Mr Modi’s hounding of India’s
Muslims — the anti-Muslim rhetoric was particu-
larly pronounced during the poll campaign — has
failed to translate into electoral dividends for the

Sangh this time around.

It is hoped that the sobering election results
lead to a dialling down of the inflammatory rheto-
ric against Muslims, and that the toxic commu-
nalism that has been promoted in India for politi-
cal gains over the last decade is discarded.

Coming to relations with Pakistan, from 2019
onwards, bilateral ties have been at their lowest
in decades under Mr Modi’s watch. India’s uni-
lateral decision to annex held Kashmir has per-
haps been the biggest obstacle standing in the
way of better ties. Moreover, Mr Modi and his
ministers have also used provocative language
aimed at Pakistan, including during the election

campaign, which has hardly served the cause of

peace. Once the dust settles in Delhi and the BJP
forms the next government, we hope that Narendra
Modi reviews his foreign policy. India should reach
out to Pakistan, and the state should respond posi-
tively to any Indian overtures. Naturally, rebuilding
trust will take time, but long-term peace in South Asia
is impossible without better Pakistan-India ties. In-
dia cannot skirt around the Kashmir question; both
sides should at least start talking, even if they agree
to disagree. Let India’s incoming government start

afresh with Pakistan.

Modi’s hat-trick

Mahir Ali

At the cusp of yesterday,
most of his troubles
seemed so far away. The
published exit polls
pointed to a third landslide
for Narendra Modi and his
allies, even though the as-
piration of 400-plus seats
seemed far-fetched. The
INDIA bloc-led opposi-
tion was justifiably scep-
tical about the projec-
tions.

There was never
much doubt about Modi’s
hat-trick — the likelihood
that he would become the
first prime minister since
Jawaharlal Nehru to win
three elections in a row.
His Bharatiya Janata
Party’s vote share, how-
ever, has never come
close to the Congress tally
between 1951 and 1962 —
which always fell short of
50pc. Even when the Con-
gress registered its high-
est percentage under
Rajiv Gandhi in 1984, in the
wake of his mother’s as-
sassination (and the ap-
palling anti-Sikh pogroms
that followed), it’s unprec-
edented tally of 404 seats
(out of 514) was based on
49pc of the popular vote.

As in all other first-
past-the-post set-ups, the
number of Lok Sabha
seats a party or alliance
wins does not have to
match its percentage of
votes. The same barrier to
a more representative de-
mocracy applies in Britain
— which may have to take
the overdue leap into
some form of propor-
tional representation be-
fore former colonies such
as India and Pakistan fol-
low suit.

This year’s polls in
India were extended
across six weeks — an
unnecessarily long or-
deal. In the customary
publicity surrounding
the polls that involve the
world’s largest electorate,
some attention (as usual)
was focused on, for ex-
ample, how far electoral
officials trek to obtain a
handful of votes from
barely accessible out-
posts. There were also
reported instances — no-

tably in UP — of Muslim
voters being brusquely
(and often violently)
turned away from polling
stations.

Nonetheless, at the
time of writing, the INDIA
bloc appeared to have a
decisive lead in UP — a
setback for the state’s
obnoxious chief minister,
Yogi Adityanath. INDIA
also boasted a substan-
tial lead in Maharashtra,
and the NDA’s dreams of
inroads into Kerala and
Tamil Nadu appeared to
have been put on hold.

Likewise, the ‘chaar
sau paar’ (more than 400)
illusion appears to have
fallen short by about 100.
Modi spent 45 hours dur-
ing the final stage of the
election in a ‘meditation’
retreat in Tamil Nadu, ap-
parently surviving on co-
conut water and grape
juice (one can only won-
der about the vintage);
his ‘isolation’ heralded
by dozens of TV cam-
eras. Notwithstanding
his desperate claims of
divinity (or at least a di-
vinely inspired mission),
a sizeable chunk of the
electorate appears to
have decided that this
would-be deity is encum-
bered by feet of clay.

Those who feared
that another thumping
majority lay in store have
been pleasantly sur-
prised. Even though a
Modi exit remains distant,
it seems closer than it
appeared a few weeks
ago. Since his advent as
PM a decade ago, Modi
has been courted and
feted by Western coun-
terparts who ought to
have known better. His
overbearing demeanour
and attitude may not
change in the near future.
But his comeuppance in
the latest polls may spell
the beginning of the end
for the RSS stranglehold
in Delhi.

There are no
grounds for compla-
cency, but India appears
to be on a more hopeful
trajectory. The initial
winner of three succes-
sive elections, Nehru,
was a dedicated foe of

communalism in both its
Hindu and Muslim mani-
festations. He noted
more than once in his au-
tobiography, though,
that the relative dignity
of the Muslim commu-
nalists was not reflected
among their Hindu coun-
terparts. Notwithstand-
ing the ‘pandit’ title he
inherited, Nehru was de-
voutly irreligious — but
well aware that several of
his Congress colleagues
harboured co--mmunal
prejudices bene-ath their
secular garb.

He would have been
disappointed by several
of his successors at the
helm of the Congress,
possibly including his
daughter and grandson,
both of whom suffered
brutal deaths. He might
have found cause for
pride, though, in the
endeavours of his great-
grandson. Whether or
not Rahul Gandhi will
ever be PM is not writ-
ten in the stars, and dy-
nastic politics are in
many ways a curse in the
subcontinent and the
rest of Asia.

A few decades ago,
India looked like a plau-
sible role model to Paki-
stanis irked by their
nation’s descent into
military-sponsored reli-
gious fundamentalism.
India turned the tables
by going the same way
in 2014. Pakistan has
never quite turned away
from the obscurantism it
encountered after July
1977. At a stretch, Indian
voters have now indi-
cated that they resent
that formula in the Hindu
context, particularly
when it fails to deliver the
promised levels of em-
ployment and levelling
up. Modi will henceforth
be a depleted leader, and
the justifiably reviled
Amit Shah might have
reached the end of his
tether.

The BJP-led coali-
tion is expected to rule for
the next five years. But,
given current trends, it
might not stretch that far.
Fingers crossed. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Upended by climate

Abdullah Fadil

A new global stocktaking
report released today by
Unicef shows that climate
change is impacting al-
most every aspect of child
health and well-being,
from pregnancy to ado-
lescence. Nowhere is the
impact more visible than
on children in Pakistan,
which recorded the wet-
test April this year in over
60 years. Torrential and
unseasonal rains swept
through Pakistan, killing
144 people. In KP, 33 chil-
dren died; 24 injured were
children.

In 2022, I saw first-
hand how 10 years’ worth
of rains were dumped on
villages in southern
Sindh, triggered by cli-
mate change. Five hun-
dred children lost their
lives due to unprec-
edented rainfall, the high-
est recorded since 1961.
The rain swallowed 12-
year-old  Mehreen’s
house and belongings.
Together with her parents
and four siblings,
Mehreen lived in a make-
shift shelter for months. I
met hundreds of children
like Mehreen, whose lives
were upended by the
floods.

Despite aid efforts,
almost 9.6 million children
still needed humanitarian
assistance in flood-af-
fected areas in December
2023. Many children
didn’t have enough food
to eat or safe water to
drink. Thousands were
malnourished. Living and
working in Pakistan, [ am
an eyewitness to the
devastation caused by
climate change. Year on
year, children in Pakistan
are caught in a vicious
cycle of drought, water
scarcity and floods. From
the moment of concep-
tion until they grow into
adulthood, the health and
development of
children’s brains, lungs,
and immune systems are
affected by their environ-
ment.

Children are more
likely to suffer from air
pollution than adults,
leading to life-threatening

respiratory diseases. As
aresult, about 12 per cent
of deaths in Pakis-tani
children under five are
due to air pollution. Chil-
dren suffer unequally be-
cause of global warming.
Poorer children simply
don’t have the ability to
cope like the privileged.
In fact, the hardest-hit
districts in Pakistan are
amongst the most vulner-
able. With an event like
the 2022 floods, we could
expect to see an 18pc in-
crease in the prevalence
of child marriage, which
could erase five years of
progress.

[ am also concerned.
As a father of four chil-
dren, I worry about their
future and that of every
child and generation who
will inherit from us. De-
spite children’s unique
vulnerability to climate
change, only 2.4pc of cli-
mate finance from climate
funds supports projects
for children. In Septem-
ber 2022, for the first time,
the United Nations Com-
mittee on the Rights of
the Child published Gen-
eral Comment 26,
recognising children’s
rights to live in a clean,
healthy, and sustainable
environment.

While I am an eye-
witness, [ am also a pol-
luter. As an emitter with a
carbon footprint, I con-
tribute to climate change
with my choices, work
and sheer existence. Ev-
ery time [ eat, consume,
buy or travel, I add to
global emissions. But
blame does not fall
equally. According to
Oxfam, the world’s rich-
est 10pc is responsible
for half of all global emis-
sions. That, among other
things, is heating up the
planet. Everyone is ac-
countable — individu-
als, families, businesses,
and activists. We need
to act on climate change
beyond emergency re-
lief for the Pakistan
floods. We need to plan
over the long term. This
is everyone’s business.

For the first time,
decision-makers  at
COP28 in Dubai paid at-

tention to the unique im-
pacts of climate change
on children’s health and
well-being. They pro-
posed an ‘expert dia-
logue’ at COP30. Now
we urge world leaders to
work towards making
COP30 a children’s COP
— where we secure the
1.5 degrees Celsius tem-
perature limit that the
next generation needs.
But as a collective, we
can and must do more.

First, businesses
must review practices
that pollute the water
and air, and companies
should play a stronger
role in reducing fossil
fuels. Second, world
leaders should take cli-
mate finance seriously.
It can give countries,
parents and social work-
ers the power to help
children deal with cli-
mate change. That
means more money to
build schools, wells,
tanks, and health centres
that can withstand cli-
mate shocks such as
floods and cyclones.
Third, for our children’s
future, financing mecha-
nisms like the Loss and
Damage Fund should be
even more responsive
to the needs of children.

If nothing changes,
in 2030, emissions will
be 22 gigatonnes higher
than the 1.5°C limit will
allow. Many more chil-
dren could die, and the
climate catastrophes
will not be confined to
vulnerable countries
like Pakistan. Radical
action is needed now.
So, I ask every person
and organisation to re-
flect on what they can
do. Personally, T am
making a commitment to
go plastic-free, recycle
more, buy more con-
sciously, and conserve
energy use. What will
you do?

As 15-year-old
Selena Khawaja, the
wor-1d’s  youngest
mountaineer, says “re-
member that if there is
a problem on this
Earth, we don’t have
another planet”. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

PM invites Huawei to invest in Pak safe
city, taxation, e-governance sectors

Reiterates commitment to advancing innovative, sustainable digital transformation for Pakistan

SHENZHEN  (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
visited the Huawei
headquarters here and
invited the company to
invest in Pakistan’s
taxation and e-governance
sectors besides enhancing
its presence in Pakistan’s
Safe City projects.

On his arrival at the
headquarters, Huawei
Chairman Liang Hua
welcomed him which
followed the playing of
national anthems and his
visit of the Exhibition
Center.

The chairman briefed
the prime minister about
Huawei’s operations

worldwide, particularly in
Pakistan and expressed
keen interest in investing in
the country’s different

sectors. He was also
briefed about different
sectors including e-
governance, digital

b anking,

telecommunication and

artificial intelligence.
Prime Minister

Chinese firm shows interest in
investing in Pakistan’s mobile
phones, e-bikes, Fintech sectors

SHENZHEN (APP): Chairman of Chinese firm Transsion Holdings Zhu Zhaojiang
on Wednesday called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif here and conveyed his
company’s interest in enhancing investment in mobile phone manufacturing unit and
investing in electric bikes, modern agriculture, mobile phone manufacturing and Fintech
sectors. The prime minister, who is in China for a five-day official visit, urged the
relevant federal ministers and Pakistan’s Ambassador in China to formulate an early
strategy, in coordination with the Chinese company. He said the incumbent government
was extending all-out-facilitation to foreign investors and businessmen. He also invited
Transsion Holdings to manufacture goods in Pakistan for export purposes, citing the
country’s immense resources and youth bulge.

Shehbaz, who is on a five-
day wvisit to China,
appreciated the innovative
operations of Huawei and
urged the company to
increase its investment in
Pakistan.

The prime
minister, who later
held a bilateral meeting
with Chairman Liang
Hua along with his
delegation, appreciated
the Safe City projects
executed by Huawei in
Pakistan and invited the
company to invest in the
projects, particularly in
the cities where the
China—Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) projects
were being executed.
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SHENZHEN: Federal Minister for Board of Investment, Privatization and
Communications, Abdul Aleem Khan, Federal Minister for Commerce Jam
Kamal Khan and Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Rana
Tanveer Hussain witnessing MOUs at Pakistan China Business Conference.

ADB approves financing to boost
Public—Private Partnerships in Pak

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has approved
a $250 million policy-
based loan to help the
Pakistan drive sustainable
investments in
infrastructure and services
through Public—Private
Partnerships (PPPs).
“ADB’s Promoting
Sustainable Public—Private
Partnerships Program

supports implementation
of government policies to
create an enabling
environment for fiscally
affordable PPPs and
promote inclusive economic
growth,” according to press
release received here.

“This program is part
of our comprehensive and
integrated package of public
sector management support
that balances the country’s

fiscal consolidation and
growth objectives,” said
ADB Director General for
Central and West Asia
Yevgeniy Zhukov. “The
program will help the
Government of Pakistan
create an environment that
is conducive to strategic,
fiscally affordable PPPs
that will bring the country
closer to its development
goals,” Zhukov said.

AIIB, Pakistan discuss
strategic partnership,
future development plans

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Vice President and
Corporate Secretary of the
Asian  Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB)
Ludger Schuknecht on
Wednesday met with the
Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs Ahad
Khan Cheema and
discussed strategic
partnership and future
development plans.

The Secretary and
Special Secretary of the

Ministry of Economic
Affairs were also present
attended the meeting.

The minister
expressed gratitude for the
valuable support and
assistance provided to the
people of Pakistan. He
commended AIIB’s crucial
role in delivering assistance
to Pakistan, especially
during the 2022 floods, and
briefed him on the
country’s improving
economic outlook.

Shaza discusses telecom
infrastructure, innovation,
ICT solutions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The delegation of Hunan
Sunwalk Group called on
Minister of State for IT and
Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja in
Shenzhen, China.

During the meeting, a
detailed discussion was held
on digitalisation,
telecommunication
infrastructure and
fiberization said a news
release received here on
Wednesday. The Sunwalk
team briefed the Minister of

State for IT about its
National Optical Fiber
Project in Pakistan initiated
in the year 2021. Shaza
Fatima appreciated the
Sunwalk Group for its
investment in Pakistan and
its plans regarding this.

She said that the
optical fiber cable network
is vital for digitalization in
Pakistan adding that the
present government is fully
committed to the provision
of quality telecom services
in the country.
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SHENZHEN: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visiting Huawei

Pak-China Business forum
sign MoUs to boost bilateral
trade: Aleem Khan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Privatization
and Board of Investment,
Abdul Aleem Khan, on
Wednesday said that thirty
two memorandum of
understanding (MoUs)
were signed at the
Pakistan-China Business
Forum held in Shenzhen,
China which would help
boost bilateral trade and

investment relations
between the two
countries.

He mentioned that
500 chinese companies and

100 companies from
Pakistan participated in the
forum. Additionally,
successful bilateral
negotiations were
conducted with chinese
companies, said a press
release received here today.
The minister
highlighted that during the
Prime Minister’s current
visit to China, detailed
discussions were held
regarding the promotion of
business activities between
the two countries.
Ministers for the

Board of Investment and
Commerce also held
meetings with chief
executive officers of major
chinese companies.

Abdul Aleem Khan
emphasized that this was
an excellent opportunity
for the Pakistani business
community to encourage
chinese investments,
ultimately boosting
exports. He indicated that
this conference provided a
platform for long-term
business ties between the
two sides.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
five ships, Maersk
Hartford, Kypros Sea,
Chem Leona, Clyde and
Lima Trader carrying
Container, Canola Seed,
Chemicals, Gas oil and
Coal, berthed at Container
Terminal, Grain Terminal,
Engro Terminal, Oil
Terminal and Bulk
Terminal respectively on
Tuesday. Meanwhile two
more ships, Hyundai
Busan and Simaisma with
Container and LNG also
arrived at outer-anchorage
of the Port Qasim on
today.

7™ Agri Census to help
devise best policy:
Livestock secretary

FAISALABAD (APP):
The 7% Agricultural
Census 2024, being
conducted currently, will
provide complete
statistics of agriculture,
livestock and agricultural
machinery under
integrated approach in
order to devise the best
policy for agriculture
sector in addition to
achieving the goals of
food security.

This was stated by
Secretary Livestock &
Dairy Development
Muhammad Masoud
Anwar while addressing

the awareness building
workshop on the 7%
Agricultural Census-2024
“Integrated & Digital

Count” held in
collaboration with
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics at CAS

Auditorium University of
Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) here on
Wednesday. He expressed
concerns about livestock
statistics and said that
growth rate of livestock
in Pakistan is 2.7 percent
whereas we have 40 per
cent malnourished
population.
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Tribal areas need
better infrastructure for
development: Governor

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Faisal Karim
Kundi on Wednesday said
that people of erstwhile
Fata and all tribal districts
including Mohmand need
better infrastructure for the
progress and prosperity of
the region.

He was talking a
representative delegation
of Mohmand Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
here at Governor House.

The delegation
requested the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor to
play his constitutional role

for establishment of
special economic zone and
industrial estate at

Mohmand for promotion
of marble industry. The
delegation said it would

help bring foreign
investment besides
generate employment

opportunities for youth.

The delegation also
emphasized the need for
construction of Yakagund
Road upto Pak-Afghans
border and Warsak dam
royalty to Mohmand
district.

The delegation
further apprised the
governor about their
concerns pertaining to
electricity, enforcement of
taxes and security
challenges.

The Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi
assured full support to the
office bearers of Mohmand
Chamber for continuity of
business activities.

The governor
assured to play his
constitutional role in
resolution of their issues
and bringing funds for the
province.

LAHORE: Senior Provincial Minister Maryam
Aurangzeb inaugurating the third Environment
ICE 2024 International Conference and Exhibition
in the local hotel of the provincial capital.

Six killed, 1301
injured in 1196
accidents in Punjab

LAHORE (APP): At least
six people were killed and
1301 injured in 1196 in
accidents in Punjab during
the last 24 hours.

According to the
Rescue-1122, 729
drivers, 44 underage
drivers, 175 pedestrians,
and 403 passengers were
among the victims of
traffic crashes.

The statistics showed
that 231 accidents were
reported in Lahore which

affected 271 persons
placing the provincial
capital top of the list
followed by Multan 80 in
with 82 victims and at third
Faisalabad with 78
accidents and 86 victims.

According to data,
1,058 motorcycles, 57
rickshaws, 117 cars, 23
vans, 11 buses, 26 truck
and 88 others vehicles
besides slow-moving carts
were involved in the
accidents.

Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi talking to representatlv of Imamla Council
Peshawar at Governor House.

KP CM inaugurates new feeder
route DR-14 of BRT service

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Sardar Ali
Amin Khan Gandapur
inaugurated the new feeder
route DR-14 of the
Peshawar Bus Rapid
Transit System at the
Central Park Regi Model
Town on Wednesday.
This new route will
connect Board Bazaar to
DHA via Regi Model
Town, on Nasirbagh Road.
This much awaited
addition to the Zu Peshawar
network brings the total
number of routes to 16,
further enhancing the city’s

inauguration event was
attended by Secretary
Transport, CEO
TransPeshawar and other
officials.

The route consists of
a total of 16 stops namely
Islamia College, Board
Bazaar, Canal Bank
Colony, Naseer Teaching
Hospital, PSO Stop, Police
Colony, Askari 6 Phase 2,
Askari 6 Phase 1, Mian
Khan Garhi, Badezai, Regi
Model Town, Zone 3
Ground, Government Girls
Primary School, Masjid-e-
Hamza, Ladies Park and
DHA.

chief minister emphasized
the importance of efficient
and accessible public

transit in promoting
sustainable urban
development and

improving the lives of the
residents of Peshawar.

He said, “Zu
Peshawar caters to
approximately 350,000
passengers daily, making it
a lifeline for the city’s
residents and commuters.
The new route is expected
to further enhance the
accessibility and
convenience of public
transportation,

He said that the Zu
Peshawar network was

testament to the
commitment of the
government and

stakeholders to meet the
growing transportation
needs of Peshawar’s
residents. This
development reflects the
government’s forward-
looking approach to urban
planning and
sustainability, he added.
The residents of
Peshawar had been eagerly
awaiting this route, and its
opening represents a
significant step forward in

public transportation Addressing the contributing to the city’s TransPeshawar’s efforts to
infrastructure. The inaugural ceremony, the sustainable growth.” enhance its service.
ANFrecovers | Minister asks ETEA to take | Pakistani

over 64 kg drugs

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
four operations across the
country managed to
recover over 64 kg drugs
and arrested two accused,
said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Wednesday.

He said, 918 grams
heroin was recovered from
a passenger going to
Sharjah at Faisalabad
Airport. 44 grams of weed
was recovered from a
parcel sent from the UK at
a courier office in
Rawalpindi. In the third
operation, 60 kg hashish
was recovered from Pasni
Gwadar.

strict action against leakage
of various ETEA tests

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Local Government Arshad
Ayub Khan on Wednesday
presided over a meeting of
Cabinet Committee for
Educational Testing and
Evaluation Agency and
directed to take strict legal
action against the persons
found guilty in the leakage
of various tests of ETEA.

He said that merit and
transparency are the first
priority of the present
government and no there
would be no compromise

in this regard.

He also directed to
take steps to issue separate
merit lists for minority and
special persons so that
their recruitment process is
not delayed.

Earlier, the committee
member Sajjad Barkwal told
the forum that along with
the recommendations to
increase the manpower of
ETEA, the agency wasa
taking steps to make it
compatible with the modern
requirements of using
digitalized technology and
prevent duplication etc.

doctor gets
first position
in MRCP
exam in Qatar

PESHAWAR (APP): Dr
Dolat Khan, a doctor from
Pakistan brought laurels for
his country on international
level by obtaining first
positionin Magnetic Resonance
Cholangiopancreatography
(MRCP), examination held in
Qatar. A report said that
Pakistani doctor from
Lower Dir area of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa got first
position in MRCP exam. Dr
Dolat Khan went to Middle
East after obtaining his
MBBS degree from
Peshawar.

Steps being taken to resolve
issues of higher education
institutions: Minister

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Provincial
Minister for Higher
Education, Meena Khan
Afridi has said that steps
were being taken by the
government to solve
financial problems of
universities.

During his visit to
historic Islamia College
here Wednesday, he said
that the process to finalize
rules and regulation was
underway, adding that it
would resolve all the issues
including financial
problems of Islamia
College. He said that the
government was also
making incessant efforts to

resolve the issues being
faced by higher education
institutions. He also
appreciated the education
standard of the College and
efforts of the faculty
members to strengthen
financial position of the
institution.

The minister also
planted a sapling in the
College and assured
cooperation to the College
administration in
resolution of their
problems. He was also
briefed by the faculty
about various properties of
the College in Khyber
Bazar, Charsadda and
Harichand.

ATI‘OCK: Punjab Governor Sardar Saleem Haider
in a group photo with students during his visit to
Government Pilot School.

Welfare of families of
martyrs, veterans, employees
first priority: CCPO Lahore

LAHORE (APP): Lahore
Police is taking historic
steps for welfare of
families of martyrs,
veterans, and employees.

This was stated by
Capital City Police Officer
(CCPO) Lahore Bilal
Siddique Kamyana in a
press release, issued here
on Wednesday.

He underlined that
over Rs 35 million financial
assistance has been
disbursed from the
District Welfare Fund to
1,494 police employees
during the year 2023-24.
Cheques amounting to
over Rs 91 million have
been distributed as
educational scholarships
to the children of police

employees. Additionally,
Rs 18.7 million have been
provided as subsistence
allowance to 549
deserving families. More
than 400 police
employees have been
honored with the title of
Ghazi.

In terms of medical
financial aid, Rs 2.7
million have Dbeen
distributed among 365
police employees. The
families of 15 martyrs
have been provided with
homes, purchased by
Lahore Police.
Furthermore, wedding
gifts worth over Rs 3.7
million have been given to
the daughters of martyrs
on their weddings.

International News

Israel strikes, shelling kill 19
in Gaza amid manoeuvring
on ceasefire quest

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Israeli shelling and
airstrikes killed at least 19
people in central and south
Gaza on Tuesday including
two policemen who were
helping protect humanitar-
ian aid deliveries in the
southern city of Rafah, Pal-
estinian medics
said.Seventeen of the
deaths, they said, occurred
in separate Israeli airstrikes
on the al-Bureij and al-
Maghazi refugee camps and
the city of Deir-al-Balah in
central Gaza, and by late
Tuesday tanks were shell-
ing an area just east of the
al-Nusseirat camp, resi-
dents said.

Some told Reuters via
chat app that the renewed
Israeli military push was
sowing panic, with some
families living in al-
Maghazi starting to flee
under tank fire, with four
shells crashing near a clinic
in the camp.

In a brief statement
issued earlier in the day, the

Israeli military said jets
were hitting Hamas targets
in central Gaza while
ground forces were operat-
ing “in a focused manner
with guidance from intelli-
gence” in the al-Bureij area.

It gave no update on
activity in Rafah, into which
Israeli forces swept last
month in what the military
calls a limited operation to
root out Hamas’ last intact
combat units after almost
eight months of devastating
war in the Gaza Strip.

The small city fring-
ing Gaza’s southern border
with Egypt had been shel-
tering about one million
Palestinians who fled Is-
raeli assaults in other parts
of the enclave, but most
have fled again in the face
of Israel’s tank-led advance.

Israel launched an air
and ground offensive in
Gaza last October vowing
to destroy Hamas after
fighters stormed across the
border into southern Israel
on Oct. 7, killing around

1,200 people and taking
more than 250 people hos-
tage, according to Israeli tal-
lies. About 120 hostages
remain in Gaza.

The Israeli military
campaign has killed more
than 36,000 people in
densely populated Gaza,
according to its health au-
thorities, who say thou-
sands more bodies are bur-
ied under rubble.

Qatar said on Tuesday
it had delivered an Israeli
ceasefire proposal to
Hamas that reflected a
three-phase proposal pre-
sented on Friday by US
President Joe Biden, and
that the paper was now
much closer to the positions
of both sides.

Qatar, which has
been mediating on Gaza
between Israel and Hamas,
also stressed that there
should be a clear position
from both parties to clinch
a deal, its foreign ministry
spokesperson said in a
press briefing.

South African minister
Kodwa appears in
court on graft charges

Monitoring Desk
JOHANNESBURG:
South Africa’s outgo-
ing minister of sports,
arts and culture Zizi
Kodwa appeared in
court on Wednesday
after being arrested
on corruption
charges, police said.
Kodwa served in
President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s cabinet
up until last week’s
election, which saw
the African National
Congress (ANC) lose
its majority for the
first time in 30 years
of democracy.

He was ap-
pointed sports, arts
and culture minister
last year after being
deputy minister of
state security. He
was ANC spokesper-
son from 2014 to

2017.

Kodwa was
granted bail during a
hearing at a
magistrate’s court in
Johannesburg, elite
police unit the
Hawks said in a
statement. His law-
yer said he would not
evade trial and would
disclose his defence
at a later stage, foot-
age by public broad-
caster SABC showed.

Local news
website News24 re-
ported that he in-
tended to plead not
guilty.

The charges
against Kodwa stem
from a judicial in-
quiry into alleged cor-
ruption during
former president
Jacob Zuma’s time
in office.

Germany considers
expelling Afghans
after knife attack

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: Germany said on
Tuesday it was considering
allowing deportations to Af-
ghanistan, after an asylum
seeker from the country in-
jured five and killed a police
official in a knife attack.

Officials had been carry-
ingoutan “intensive review for
several months. . . to allow the
deportation of serious criminals
and dangerous individuals to
Afghanistan”, Interior Minis-
ter Nancy Faeser told journal-
ists. “It is clear to me that
people who pose a potential
threat to Germany’s security
must be deported quickly,”
Faeser said. “That is why we
are doing everything pos-
sible to find ways to deport
criminals and dangerous
people to both Syria and Af-
ghanistan,” she said. Depor-
tations to Afghanistan
from Germany have been
completely stopped since
the Taliban retook power
in 2021.

Palestinians

spect the damage t0 a house after it was hlt in anIsraell strlke

in al-Bureij camp in the central Gaza Strip.

US says response from
Hamas on ceasefire
proposal still awaited

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: A re-
sponse from Palestinian Is-
lamist group Hamas on
Israel’s ceasefire proposal
that US President Joe Biden
revealed on Friday is still
being awaited, White House
national security adviser
Jake Sullivan told reporters
on Tuesday. “We are wait-
ing for a response from
Hamas” through the Qatari
mediators, Sullivan said.

CIA Director Bill

Burns will be in Doha to
consult with Qatari media-
tors on the Gaza ceasefire
proposal, Sullivan added.
Qatar has been mediating on
Gaza between Israel and
Hamas. Qatar said on Tues-
day it had delivered the Is-
raeli ceasefire proposal to
Hamas that reflected a
three-phase proposal pre-
sented by Biden, and that
the paper was now much
closer to the positions of
both sides.

Modi set to take PM oath
for 3" time on June 8 as
allies pledge support

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
expected to be sworn-in for
arecord-equalling third term
on June 8, after key allies
pledged their continued
support a day after a hum-
bling election verdict that
saw his party lose its ma-
jority in parliament.

Modi, a populist who
has dominated Indian poli-
tics since coming to power
in 2014, will for the first time
need the support of regional
allies whose loyalties have
wavered over the years,
which could complicate the
government’s  reform
agenda. On Wednesday,

Modi’s Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) agreed with coalition
allies to form a government.
“We all unanimously choose
respected National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) leader
Narendra Modi as our
leader,” the BJP-issued alli-
ance statement read. “The
NDA government under the
leadership of Modi is com-
mitted to serving the poor,
women, youth, farmers and
exploited, deprived and op-
pressed citizens of India.”
Earlier in the day, two allies
in his NDA coalition, the
Telugu Desam Party, a key
regional player in the south-
ern state of Andhra Pradesh.

Plan to start
working from
new capital
city in July:
Indonesia

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s
President Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo said on Wednesday
he plans to start working
from the new capital city
next month amid concerns
over the future of the
project following the resig-
nations of senior executives
overseeing the develop-
ment.

Jokowi said the
progress of several infra-
structure developments
under the first phase of the
$32 billion capital city,
called Nusantara, on Borneo
island.

Syrian man
arrested after
shooting near
US embassy in

Beirut: army

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: A Syrian man
was arrested after a shoot-
ing on Wednesday near the
US embassy in Beirut, the
Lebanese army said, with
the diplomatic mission
saying its personnel were
safe. The embassy, in the
northern suburb of Awkar,
“was subjected to gunfire
by a person holding Syrian
nationality”, the army said
in a statement on X, for-
merly Twitter.

Russia to provide more
military aid, instructors
to Burkina Faso

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia will
send additional military
supplies and instructors
to Burkina Faso to help
the west African country
boost its defence capabili-
ties and fight terrorism,
Russian state media
quoted Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov as saying
on Wednesday.

Burkina Faso, under
military leadership since
a 2022 coup, has played
host to contingents of the
Wagner mercenary force,
whose founder Yevgeny
Prigozhin was killed in a
plane crash last August.

“From the very first
contacts between our
countries after President
(Ibrahim) Traoré came to
power, we have been very
closely engaged in all ar-
eas of cooperation, in-

cluding the development
of military and military-
technical ties”, TASS
news agency cited Lavrov
as saying during a visit to
Burkina Faso.

“I have no doubt that
thanks to this coopera-
tion, the remaining pock-
ets of terrorism on the
territory of Burkina Faso
will be destroyed,” he told
a press conference in the
capital Ouagadougou.

Lavrov has made a
series of visits to Africa
since the start of the war
in Ukraine as Russia, hit
by Western sanctions,
seeks new trade partners
and tries to rally devel-
oping countries behind its
vision of a “multipolar
world” no longer domi-
nated by the United
States and former Euro-
pean colonial powers.

Ukrainian official in
Beijing urges China to
attend peace summit

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Ukraine’s
first deputy foreign
minister visited China
on Wednesday and
urged it to send a del-
egation to a planned
summit on Ukraine
this month in Switzer-
land, in the apparent
hope it was still pos-
sible to persuade
China to attend.

Russia has not
been invited to partici-
pate in the June 15-16
meeting. Beijing has so
far said it will stay
away, describing the
attendance of both
warring sides as a pre-
requisite for any sub-
stantive peace confer-
ence.

“The Ukrainian
side expressed hope
that China’s participa-
tion in the event could
be a good opportunity
to make a practical
contribution to achiev-
ing a just and lasting
peace in Ukraine,” the
Ukrainian foreign min-
istry said following a

meeting in Beijing be-
tween First Deputy For-
eign Minister Andriy
Sybiha and Chinese
Vice Foreign Minister
Sun Weidong.

Kyiv says more
than 100 countries
have accepted its invi-
tation to the summit,
to discuss provisions
of a peace plan out-
lined by President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy
to end the full-scale
Russian invasion now
in its third year.

Moscow has ridi-
culed the idea of a
summit without its
participation as point-
less.

Ukraine has ac-
cused Moscow of try-
ing to disrupt the con-
ference.

China proclaimed
a “no limits” partner-
ship with Russia just
days before Moscow
launched its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022, but por-
trays itself as neutral
in the conflict.
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On World Environment Day:
PM urges countrymen to

join global movement
for land restoration

SHENZHEN (APP): As
the international commu-
nity observes World Envi-
ronment Day on Wednes-
day, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif urged the
countrymen to join the glo-
bal movement to restore
their land, build drought re-
silience and combat deser-
tification.

The World Environ-
ment Day is celebrated an-
nually on June 5 to high-
light the environmental
challenges of our time.
World Environment Day
2024 focuses on land res-
toration, stopping deserti-
fication and building
drought resilience. The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is
the global host of this year’s
edition.

Urging the people to
be part of the Generation
Restoration program to en-
sure a better future for all,
the prime minister, who is
on a five-day visit to China,
in his message to the nation,
said that the people and
Government of Pakistan
joined the global community

in recognizing their shared
responsibility to protect
their planet and fight cli-
mate change, biodiversity
loss, and pollution.

He said the theme of
this year’s World Environ-
ment Day — ‘land restora-
tion, desertification, and
drought resilience,” — re-
minded the world of the
humongous challenge that
confronting it in terms of
the billions of hectares of
land that was being de-
graded, affecting almost half
of the world’s population
and threatening half of glo-
bal GDP. Rural communi-
ties, smallholding farmers
and the extremely poor are
hit the hardest, he added.

“Pakistan stands firm
in its resolve to combat en-
vironmental challenges and
stands committed to con-
tributing to global efforts
towards sustainability. Ini-
tiatives such as the Green
Pakistan Programme, Liv-
ing Indus Initiative, and
National Adaptation Plan,
underscore our commitment
to reforestation and eco-

system restoration, tackling
issues of deforestation and
biodiversity loss head-on,”
the prime minister re-
marked.

He recalled that
Pakistan’s climate diplo-
macy efforts during
COP27, particularly in es-
tablishing a Loss and Dam-
age Fund were recognized
widely and viewed posi-
tively by international ex-
perts.

He said on the domes-
tic front, Pakistan is ac-
tively working on develop-
ing sustainable long-term
low-carbon development
strategies with assistance
from GIZ, Pathways 2050
platform, UNDP, and the
World Bank. Additionally,
robust afforestation pro-
grams are being imple-
mented. Initiatives like the
Recharge Pakistan, GLOF,
and Sustainable Land Man-
agement Program (SLMP)
demonstrate Pakistan’s
dedication to promoting
sustainable agriculture prac-
tices and combating land

degradation, he added.
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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali presides over 82nd gov-
erning body meeting of the National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases
(NICVD), held at CM House in Karachi.

UAE CG visits
FUUAST Karachi
campus

KARACHI (APP): Consul
General of United Arab
Emirates in Karachi,
Bakheet Ateeq Al Remeithi,
visited the Federal Univer-
sity of Arts, Science and
Technology (FUUAST)
Karachi, on the invitation of
the ORIC Department of
Urdu University and
planted a sapling in connec-
tion with the World Envi-
ronment Day. The purpose
of his visit was to raise
awareness among people on
World Environment Day,
said a spokesperson of the
FUUAST on Wednesday.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, he said that he is very
glad to visit the Urdu Uni-
versity Karachi.

He said that Pakistan

is an agricultural country and
itis rich in natural resources.
Vice Chancellor of FUUAST
Prof. Dr. Zabta Khan
Shinwari, while talking
online with UAE Consul
General, thanked him and
invited him to visit the Urdu
University’s Islamabad
campus. Dr. Zabta Khan
Shinwari appreciated the
services of the UAE CG in
the field of education.

In the meeting, cam-
pus in-charge and Dean de-
partment of Science Prof.
Dr. Muhammad Zahid,
Registrar Dr. Sajid Jahangir,
HOD Administration Dr.
Noreen, and Director, De-
partment (Oric) Hena
Muddassir were also
present.

Sindh govt will not give permission
to hold Aurat March, dance:
Counsel for Sindh govt tells SHC

KARACHI (Online): Sindh
High Court (SHC) has is-
sued written order on the
petition filed against Aurat
March and dance program
in Arts Council.
According to written
order counsel for Sindh gov-
ernment had said district
administration had not ac-
corded permission in con-
nection with March 8 Aurat
March. Permission will also
be not given of such program
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in future as well which runs
contrary to constitution.
The court wrapped up the
petition to the satisfaction
of the petitioner.

The court said in writ-
ten order the petitioner
has expressed satisfaction
over the reply of Sindh
government and district ad-
ministration. However the
petitioner said how the
program took place with-

HYDERABAD: Activists of Tehreek-e-Insaf PTDH
are holding protest demonstration for release of
PTI Founder Imran Khan, at Hyderabad press club.

World Environment day
observed in Larkana

LARKANA (APP): World
Environment Day was ob-
served in Larkana on
Wednesday and a cer-
emony was organised at the
Municipal Corporation
Office in this regard.
Mayor Anwar Ali
Luhar, Vice Chancellor
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
Medical University Profes-
sor Nusrat Shah and 1122
Service Incharge Iftikhar
Ahmed. Municipal Com-
missioner Javed Abbasi,
Chairman Union council
Munir Ahmed Soomro
along with Municipal Cor-
poration, Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto Medical University
students and officers of

1122 Service participated in
the event.

Addressing the event,
Mayor Larkana Anwar Ali
Luhar said, “to avoid envi-
ronmental pollution, we all
have to plant trees so that
we can get rid of the high-
temperature and heat in the
future”.

Vice-Chancellor Pro-
fessor Nusrat Shah said
that this work is not pos-
sible for any one institution
or individual, for that ev-
ery citizen has to play his
role to make Larkana a city
of gardens. “We can im-
prove it by including the
people of Maktaba Fakrah
in it”, he added.

DC monitors polio
campaign in UC
6, emphasizes
community

support

HYDERABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Hyderabad Zain-ul-
Abideen Memon, accom-
panied by the District
Emergency Operations
Center (DEOC) Team, here
on Wednesday conducted a
thorough monitoring exer-
cise of the ongoing polio
campaign activities in
Union Council (UC) 6.

During the visit, he
assessed the cold chain sta-
tus, ensuring the vaccines’
efficacy and checked the
vaccination process of chil-
dren in the area. The DC
commended the team’s ef-
forts and addressed field
challenges, emphasizing the
importance of community
support for polio vaccina-
tion efforts.

FIA takes social
activist Sarim
Burney into
custody over
human trafficking

charges

KARACHI (INP): The
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) took social
activist and entrepreneur
Sarim Burney into custody
from the Karachi airport on
Wednesday.

According to sources
in the FIA, Burney was ar-
rested by a team from the
FIA Anti-Human Traffick-
ing Wing on Wednesday af-
ternoon following a human
trafficking complaint re-
ceived from the US govern-
ment.

It is alleged that
Burney was involved in il-
legal adoption practices,
including human traffick-
ing, spanning across the
United States, Canada and
other countries.

Police arrest
three, including
suspectinvolved

in murder case

HYDERABAD (APP):
Police claimed to have ar-
rested three accused includ-
ing a suspect involved in
murder case.

SHO B section In-
spector Muhammad
Hashim Brohi along with
staff while utilizing its
potential arrested three
accused including an ac-
cused involved in a mur-
der case.

According to details,
an incident happened in
Muslim Rajput Colony in
jurisdiction of B section
Police station in which ac-
cused Rizwan had injured
his wife Shazia. Police had
shifted her to hospital for
treatment but she suc-
cumbed to death.

ogy of the Government of Pakistan and Huawei.

SHENZHEN: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif witnesses the sign-
ing of framework agreement between the Ministry of Information Technol-

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Wednesday emphasised
upon the need of building
“technology highways” in
the country by enhancing
students’ access to IT in-
frastructure, strengthening
of educational programmes
and equipping them with
modern skills to help them
fully benefit from the
knowledge economy.

He said that providing
laptops to students would
increase their access to edu-
cation, bridge the digital di-
vide, and equip them with
technology skills to help
them compete in the na-
tional and international job
markets. The president ex-
pressed these views while

President Zardari desires
building “technology
highways” in Pakistan

talking to Professor Dr
Niaz Ahmad Akhtar, Vice
Chancellor of Quaid-i-
Azam University (QAU)
Islamabad, who called on
him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Presi-
dent Secretariat Press Wing
said in a press release.

The vice chancellor
briefed the president about
the role of QAU in provid-
ing quality education, its
educational programmes,
and other administrative
affairs. Talking to the vice
chancellor, the president
said that Pakistan was
blessed with abundant hu-
man resources, which
needed to be converted into
a strength by imparting the
latest education and skills
to them.

KARACHI (INP): A team
of International Civil Avia-
tion Organization (ICAO)
has begun a safety audit of
the Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA) Pakistan,
sources said Wednesday.

The audit, started to-
day, will review various as-
pects of the CAA’s opera-
tions, including flight stan-
dards, licensing, aeromedi-
cal, aerospace, and airport
safety.

The ICAO team will
conduct a thorough exami-
nation of the CAA’s de-
partments, including flight
safety, licensing, and aero-
medical, among others. The
audit is expected to con-
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ICAO team kicks
off safety audit of
Pakistan’s CAA

clude on June 13.

Earlier on April 29, in
aremarkable feat of achieve-
ment, the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) of
Karachi surpassed the In-
ternational Civil Aviation
Organization’s (ICAO)
2023 goals.

The CAA surged
ahead of the ICAO 2023
goals by an impressive mar-
gin and is on track to meet
the ICAO 2030 benchmark.

The audit, conducted
by the ICAO for six days
at HQ CAA and later four
days at Jinnah International
Airport in Karachi, was fo-
cused on various critical
aspects of aviation security.
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KARACHI: A delegation of Inernational Civil
ing with CA A officials for site follow up at CAA Headquarters

PM lands in
Beijing on
second leg
of five-day
China visit

BEIJING (APP):Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday landed in the
Chinese capital city of
Beijing, on the second leg
ofhis five-day official visit
to China.

As the prime minister
arrived here from Shenzhen
city at Beijing Capital In-
ternational Airport, he was
received by Chinese Vice
Foreign Minister Sun
Weidong and officials of the
Pakistan’s embassy.

The prime minister is
accompanied by a high-
level delegation comprising
the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar and other mem-
bers of the cabinet and se-
nior officials.

No policy
change in net

metering policy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for Fi-
nance and Revenue Ali
Pervaiz Malik Wednesday
said that the government
was determined to promote
alternative energy in the
country to fulfill local do-
mestic and commercial re-
quirements of the energy on
affordable prices to achieve
sustainable economic devel-
opment and social prosper-

ity.

In a press statement,
the minister ruled out any
change in the net metering
policy, besides reviewing
the agreement and said that
no restrictions have been
imposed on net metering
and no agreement is being
revised in this regard.
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Aviation Organization meet-

HYDERABAD (APP):
The District Admin-
istration has final-
ized the arrangements
for the 1st Mango
and Handicrafts
Expo 2024, scheduled
to take place on June
8-9, 2024, at H.T
Sorley hall, Bhitshah.

A high-level meeting, pre-
sided over by the
Deputy Commis-
sioner Matiari
Muhammad Yousuf
Shaikh, reviewed the
preparations for the
event.

The meeting was in-
formed that MNA
Makhdoom Jameel
uz Zaman and Sindh
Minister for Reha-
bilitation Makhdoom
Mehboob Zaman will
grace the inaugura-
tion ceremony as
chief guests.

A seminar will also be
held, in which re-
nowned agriculture
scientists and re-

Arrangements Finalized
for 1st mango and
handicrafts expo 2024

presentations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Shaikh di-
rected all depart-
ments to expedite
their efforts and en-
sure complete ar-
rangements a day be-
fore the event.

The meeting was attended
by Additional
Deputy Commis-
sioner-I Noor Ahmad
Khahro, DHO Dr. Pir
Ghulam Hussain,
Additional Director
Agriculture Zameer
Surhyo, Additional
Director Social Wel-
fare Rafiq Jamali, all
Assistant Commis-
sioners and other of-
ficers.

According to an official
handout, the purpose
of the expo was to
promote the region’s
famous mangoes and
handicrafts, enabling
associated farmers
and artisans to earn a
good profit and uplift

economic activities.
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LARKANA: Participants are holding awareness
rally on the occasion of World Environment Day
organized by Sindh Environmental Protection
Agency held at Jinnah Bagh in Larkana.

Two extortionists
of Lyari gang
arrested

KARACHI (APP): Two
suspects involved in firing
at traders’ shops and de-
manding extortion at the
direction of Wasiullah
Lakho were arrested.

SSP City Arif Aziz
told that the suspects ar-
rived at a general store with
the intention of demanding
extortion and intimidating
the area through aerial fir-
ing. As the suspects were
fleeing after the shooting, a
Kharadar police patrol team
apprehended them red-
handed. The suspects have
been identified as Rizwan
and Kabir.

Rizwan is the brother
of Salman Pathan, who
serves as Wasiullah Lakho’s
frontman and is wanted by
the police for numerous se-
rious offenses including
murder, attempted murder,
extortion, and robbery.

Police recovered
two pistols, ammunition,
and a motorcycle from
the suspects.

Free Camp for
hearing loss to
be organized

on 9 June

HYDERABAD (APP):
Kasur Hearing Center (Pvt)
Ltd will organize a free
camp for patients with hear-
ing loss on June 9.

The camp will be held
from 09 am to 6 pm at Sihat
Medical Center Latifabad,
Hy-derabad, said a state-
ment issued here Wednes-
day.

Eminent ENT special-
ists from Islamabad would
examine the patients with
various hearing ail-ments
and provide treatment in
the camp.

CJ IHC says

There is bar on
irresponsible reporting
not on court’s reporting

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chief  Justice (CJ)
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) Aamir Farooq has
remarked there is bar on ir-
responsible reporting and
not on court’s reporting.

There isno bar on ju-
dicial reporting. Media can
report court’s proceedings.
Bar is not on reporting but
bar is on irresponsible re-
porting, he gave these re-
marks during the hearing of
petitions filed by Press
Association Supreme Court
(PASC) and Islamabad High
Court Journalists Associa-
tion (IHCJA) here Wednes-
day.

The petitioners
Fayyaz Muhammad,
Rizwan Qazi and Aqeel
Afzal appeared in the court.
The CJ IHC remarked

there is no bar on court’s
reporting. Media can report
court’s proceedings. Baris
not on reporting but bar is
there on irresponsible re-
porting. Problem is created
when a sensational ticker
is run.

PEMRA filed its re-
ply in the court.

Barrister Umar Ijaz
Gillani and Riasat Ali Azad
president Islamabad Bar
Association appeared in
the court.

The court inquired
from Additional Attorney
General (AAG) has federal
government any relevance
with this matter.

AAG Munawar Igbal
Dogal said this is PEMRA
related matter and federal
government has nothing to
do with it.

KARACHI: Renowned footballers Michael
meeting with Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori.
Renowned players Pascal Henry Chimbonda and
Navarro Raul Rodgrigues are also present.

Sindh to hold donors
conference on out of
school children issue

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
government, in collabora-
tion with United Nation’s
Children Fund (UNICEF),
will organize a donor con-
ference in September 2024
to deal with issue of out-
of-school children.

The agreement was
reached out in a meeting of
a UNICEF delegation with
Sindh Education Minister
Syed Sardar Ali Shah here
on Wednesday, said a state-
ment issued here.

The delegation was
comprised of UNICEF
Country Representative
Abdullah Fadal, Manager
Education Abir Magbool
and Education Specialist
Asif Abra while Secretary
School Education Sindh
Zahid Ali Abbasi and Chief
Program Officer RSU Dr.
Junaid Samo were also
present. UNICEF Country
Representative  Fadal
lauded that Sindh has raised

an effective voice on the is-
sue of out-of-school chil-
dren while non-formal edu-
cation initiatives by the
provincial government will
also produce better results.
Sindh Education Min-
ister stated that enhancing
enrollment ratio and bring-
ing out of school children
to the schools was the top
most priority of the gov-
ernment and ensuring the
continuity of education will
help reducing the number of
out-of-school children.
Sardar Shah said that
non-formal education, up-
gradation of primary
schools and transport facili-
ties for girls in Sindh will
help in dealing with the is-
sue of out-of-school chil-
dren while establishment of
Model School Support
Unit in Sindh will provide
an opportunity to start a
modern and facility-based
education system.

Live streaming appearance
of Imran is not violation
of law: Justice Athar

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Justice Athar Minallah of
Supreme Court (SC) has
issued his dissenting note
on SC decision for not live-
streaming proceedings of
NAB amendments case.

The dissenting note
contains 13 pages.

Justice Athar
Minallah said live stream-
ing is must for the protec-
tion of fundamental rights.
NAB amendment case has
already been live-streamed.

PTI founder is head of

the largest political party of
the country. Live-stream-
ing appearance of PTI
founder is not violation of
law.

It has been further said
in the dissenting note all
cases of 184-3 were live
streamed from bench 3 af-
ter success of pilot project.

The appeal is against
the case of 184-3 in NAB
amendment case. When
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto was
executed he was not an or-
dinary prisoner.

HYDERABAD: All Pakistan Wapda Hydro Electric
Workers Union President, Abdul Latif Nizamani ad-

iy

dresses during the protest demonstration for accep-
tance of their demands, at Hyderabad press club.

KU hosts seminar on “Our
Land, Our Future” to mark
World Environment Day

KARACHI (APP): The
University of Karachi - KU
Institute of Environmental
Studies organized a seminar
on “Our Land, Our Future”
to mark the World Environ-
ment Day, at the KU Chi-
nese Teachers’ Memorial
Auditorium on Wednesday.

Addressing the event,
the Vice Chancellor of the
University of Karachi Pro-
fessor Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi observed
that Karachi is a mega city
and, it also become a ce-
mented city, and that is
why people are suffering
from various problems and
diseases. He said that we
cannot protect our environ-
mental surroundings with-
out a proper system.

He mentioned that

Pakistanis always put trash
in the bin at abroad but never
do the same when they are
in their motherland.

Earlier, the KU Direc-
tor IES Dr Muhammad
Farrakh Nawaz said that
two billion tons of solid
waste and 380 trillion liters
of wastewater are generated
worldwide annually. He
sensitized the audience that
we have to conduct ad-
vanced research to find sus-
tainable solutions to this
rising problem.

He mentioned that
since industrial develop-
ment, our environment is
continuously getting pol-
luted and now 99 percent
of the world’s population
lives in places where the air
is polluted.
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