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problems of the masses

QUETTA: Chief Minister B
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ng orders after listening the

President, PM express grief

Captain among seven soldiers martyred
in Lakki Marwat IED blast: ISPR

RAWALPINDI (APP): A
Captain along with six sol-
diers of Pakistan Army on
Sunday embraced martyr-
dom after an improvised
explosive device exploded
on vehicle of Security
Forces in Lakki Marwat
district.

According to the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release, the
martyred soldiers were
identified as Captain
Muhammad Faraz Ilyas
(age: 26 years, resident of
Kasur District) along with
six other brave sons of the
soil; Subedar Major
Muhammad Nazir (age: 50
years, resident of; Skardu
district), Lance Naik

Muhammad Anwar (age: 34
years, resident of: Ghanchi
district), Lance Naik
Hussain Ali (age: 36 years,
resident of: Ghizer district),
Sepoy Asad Ullah (age: 33
years, resident of: Multan
district), Sepoy Manzoor
Hussain (age: 27 years, resi-

“District administration taking measures to open road’:

Zayreen coming from Iran stranded at
Pak-Iran border in Gwadar area due to
road block by local dwellers: Rind

Spokesman of provincial government urges zayreen to avoid
using unapproved & undeclared route for movement

Independent Report
QUETTA: The spokes-
man, Government of
Balochistan, Shahid Rind
has stated that zayereen and
some other passengers have
been stranded at the Pak-
Afghan border in Gwadar
area due to the road block-
ade by the local dwellers,
who are otherwise protest-
ing against action taken for
prevention of smuggling
from the border.

In an official statement
issued here on Sunday, the
spokesman of provincial
government mentioned that
strict measures have been
taken for prevention of
smuggling at the Pak-Iran
border, Gwadar.

He said that the pre-

vention of smuggling is be-
ing made as per the deci-
sion made in the Apex com-
mittee.

He said that the people
involved in smuggling have
blocked the road since Sat-
urday evening on action
against the smugglers.

Due to closure of the
road, zayreen coming from
Iran to Pakistan have also
been stranded in the border
area, the spokesman further
mentioned.

However, the negotia-
tions have been held with
the protestors for opening
the road and restoring traf-
fic on it, he added.

Shahid Rind said that
the route being used by the
zayreen for across the bor-
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der movement is not de-
clared route by the govern-
ment. So, they (zyreen) use
that route against the stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOPs), he made it clear.

He said that zayreen
move on the route at their
own risk, so they should
avoid using this other-
wise unapproved route in
future.

Still, the district admin-
istration is engaged in open-
ing of the road and for the
purpose, it is taking steps
in peaceful manner, the
spokesman maintained.

He recalled that around
300 zayreen had also been
rescued from the area and
brought them to Karachi
last month.

MURREE: DeutyChairmal_l Senate Saydal Khan meeing with President
PML (N) Muhammad Nawaz Sharif.

Nawaz Sharif advocates
strengthening parliament
over street protests

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif Sunday said
that taking to the streets is
a futile exercise, as the real
forum for strengthening,
protecting, and ensuring
supremacy of the Consti-
tution is the Parliament.

These views were ex-
pressed by the president of
Pakistan Muslim League —
Nawaz (N) and three-time
former premier during a
conversation with the
Deputy Chairman of the
Senate, Senator Syedal
Khan, who called on him in
Murree today.

Syedal Khan congratu-
lated him on being elected
as the President of PML-
N. On this occasion, Sena-
tor Irfan Siddiqui, the
leader of the PML-N par-
liamentary party in the
Senate, was also present.

Nawaz Sharif also con-
gratulated the Deputy
Chairman of the Senate on
assuming his position and
expressed the hope that he
would play an effective role
in the Senate for the
strengthening of the fed-
eration, national unity,
and the promotion of de-
mocracy.

Pak urges US to forge balanced
ties with S. Asian nations,
not overly align with India

WASHINGTON (INP):
The United States’ policy
to over-align itself with In-
dia negates the country’s
traditional policy of main-
taining strategic balance in
the relationship with South
Asian countries, Pakistan
Ambassador to the US,
Masood Khan, has said,
while underscoring that res-
toration of equilibrium
would contribute to peace
and security in the region.

At the same time, he
said in a pod-cast with Tim
Horgan of World Affairs
Council of New Hampshire
— a think-tank — that Pa-
kistan and the US have now
re-calibrated their relation-
ship around two clusters —
security and economic part-
nership.

“When we talk about
Pak-US economic partner-
ship, which is all encom-
passing, we also include cli-
mate change and issues like
healthcare, education,

people- to-people contacts,
so that we could give strong
sinews to this relation-
ship,” the ambassador said.

On US-China relations,
the Ambassador said that
the United States leadership
has been managing the rela-
tionship with “great care
and wisdom.” He also
noted that the recent visits
have set the ground for a
collaborative model, not a
confrontational one.

The ambassador ex-
pressed the view that rap-
prochement between
United States and China
would be in the interest of
the two countries and the
world. In this regard, he said
that Pakistan could act as
an economic bridge between
China and the United
States.

While the US was
decoupling or de-risking,
Masood Khan said it could
relocate some of its indus-
tries to Pakistan.

Governor Kundi
challenges CM
Gandapur for

a debate

PESHAWAR (INP): Tug
of war between Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Faisal Karim Kundi and
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur continues and
former challenges latter
for debate.

Talking to media
persons in Peshawar on
Sunday, the Governor
KP said that Gandapur
could debate with him on
any channel of his
choice.

Faisal Karim Kundi
said that the chief min-
ister was talking like
this to secure a job. The
CM must engage in rea-
soned discourse, he
added.

He said, “I will like
to tell the KP chief min-
ister that dancing horses
don’t win races.”

Why Gandapur’s fa-
ther was forcibly retired
from the army, the gov-
ernor questioned.

Nevertheless, Kundi
once again invited the
chief minister to sit to-
gether for the progress
of the province.
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Our brave jawans rendering
great sacrifices of lives for
protection of motherland: CM

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
strongly condemned the
assault of terrorists on the
security forces in Laki
Marwat.

In an official condem-
nation statement issued
here on Sunday, the Chief
Minister expressed grief
over the martyrdom of
Captain Faraz, Sobaidar
Major Nazar, Sepoy
Manzoor, Asadullah and
Lance Nike, HussainAli and
Muhammad Anwar in the

terrorists’ attack.

He said that our brave
jawans have been rendering
great services of their lives
for protection of their
motherland.

The Chief Minister
said that we equally share
grief with the bereaved fami-
lies of the martyrs in the
hour of grief.

He said that our mar-
tyrs are our pride and the
nation can’t forget their sac-
rifices. Mir Sarfraz Bugti
said that the whole nation
is standing with it’s brave
armed forces.

Pakistan, IMF disagree on
key loan program points

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) are
still grappling with several
key issues as they negoti-
ate the terms of a new loan
program. According to
sources within the Finance
Ministry, disagreements
persist on tax exemptions
for former FATA (Federally
Administered Tribal Areas)
regions and the tax treat-
ment of various income
groups.

A major sticking point
appears to be the continua-
tion of tax breaks for
Pakistan’s former FATA
territories. While the IMF
pushes for their immediate
removal, the Finance Min-
istry argues that a one-year
extension is crucial to sup-
port development efforts in
the region. This includes
tax breaks on imported ma-
chinery and income tax re-
lief.

One area where
progress has been made is
income tax on exporters.
Both sides have reportedly
agreed to a revised system
that calculates taxes based
on exporters’ income and
expenses, replacing the cur-
rent flat rate of 1%.

However, negotiations
remain deadlocked regard-
ing income tax rates for sala-

ried and non-salaried indi-
viduals. Additionally, the
IME’s proposal to impose
an 18% sales tax on the ag-
riculture and health sectors
faces resistance from Paki-
stan.

The Finance Ministry
has signaled its openness to
taxing pensions exceeding
one lakh rupees per month.
Meanwhile, discussions are
ongoing regarding the cre-
ation of a national tax au-
thority or council to stream-
line federal and provincial
tax collection.

The IMF has report-
edly linked the loan
program’s terms to
Pakistan’s new budget and
is unwilling to budge on
Parliamentary approval of
these conditions. This sig-
nifies a potentially difficult
road ahead for the govern-
ment, as implementing
these measures could face
public backlash.

The ongoing negotia-
tions highlight the chal-
lenges Pakistan faces in se-
curing vital IMF funds.
Finding a middle ground
between the IMF’s de-
mands for fiscal consolida-
tion and the government’s
desire to minimize the im-
pact on citizens will be cru-
cial for reaching a success-
ful agreement.

Govt. of Balochistan decides to
introduce new pension scheme

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan has de-
cided to introduce new pen-
sion scheme for the provin-
cial government pensioners.

According to the
sources of Provincial Fi-
nance Department, the new
pension scheme would be
applied on the provincial
government employees to
be freshly recruited.

The sources said that
the new pension scheme for
the government employees
would be announced in the
next financial year budget
for the year 2024-2025.
The sources said that

the amount of pension
would be deducted from the
salaries of government em-
ployees every month. The
similar amount would be
added in the pension of the
employees by the provin-
cial government, the
sources informed.

The sources said that
the monthly accumulated
amount would be paid to
the employees on their re-
tirement. The new pension
scheme would not be ap-
plicable to the provincial
government employees al-
ready recruited, the sources
of Finance department con-
fided.

ent of: Gilgit ditrict),

Sepoy Rashid Mehmood
(age: 31 years, resident of
Rawalpindi district); who
made the ultimate sacrifice
and embraced martyrdom.

Meanwhile President
Asif Ali Zardari on Sunday
expressed grief over
shahadat of personnel of
security forces who lost

their lives after their vehicle
reportedly hit an improvised
explosive device (IED) in
District Lakki Marwat.

The president paid trib-
ute to the martyred Jawans
of Pakistan Army and
prayed for the high ranks of
the departed souls, Presi-
dent Secretariat Press Wing
said in a press release.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Sunday while reiterating
the resolve to continue fight-
ing against terrorism till its
complete elimination, ex-
pressed his deep grief over
shahadat of seven security
personnel in a terrorist at-
tack in District Lakki
Marwat.

QUETT: Central President Awami Natioal Party Senator Aimal Wali Khan,

Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch, Khushal Khan Kakar, Maulana Abdul Wasey, Abdul
Khaliq Hazara and other addressing a Press conference

ANP Balochistan forms six-parties alliance
for supremacy of law & constitution: Aimal

Independent Report
QUETTA: The central
President of Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP), Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan has
stated that the ANP
Balochistan has formed six
parties alliance for su-
premacy of law and consti-
tution in the country.

He said that the six-
parties alliance is not aimed
at dismantling or making the
government, rather is
purely meant for waging
struggle for supremacy of
law and constitution in the
country. He said that all the
parties have decided not to
withdraw their demands
until and unless these are
met.

Senator Aimal Wali

Khan was addressing press
conference here at the Arbab
House on Sunday.

The central President
of National Party and
Member Provincial Assem-
bly, Dr. Abdul Malik
Baloch, Provincial Ameer of
JUI and Senator Maulana
Abdul Wasey, Chairman
Hazara Democratic Party
(HDP), Abdul Khaliq
Hazara, and other leaders of
the ally parties were also
present on the occasion.

The ANP’s central
President said that our fore-
fathers had taken the right
of vote from the British rul-
ers. However, the power of
vote was taken back from
the masses this time, Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan main-

tained.

He alleged that whoever
did bargaining with the in-
stitution is in the assembly.
He also alleged that the se-
curity issues were created
in the areas rich with the
natural resources.

Referring the issues be-
ing faced in the province,
the ANP’s quaid said that
the issue of missing per-
sons is a basic one. He said
that the people of
Balochistan are confronting
the issues of target killing
and extremism.

Meanwhile, grand re-
ception was hosted by
ANP Balochistan in honour
of the central president of
party at the baldia lawn the
same evening.

India’s Modi
sworn in for
record-equalling
third term as

prime minister

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Narendra
Modi was sworn in as
India’s prime minister on
Sunday for a record-equal-
ling third term, but as a res-
tive coalition’s head after a
shock poll setback that will
test his ability to ensure
policy certainty in the
world’s most populous
nation.

President Droupadi
Murmu administered the
oath of office to Modi at a
grand ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
president’s palace in New
Delhi, attended by thou-
sands of dignitaries, in-
cluding the leaders of seven
regional countries,
Bollywood stars and in-
dustrialists.

Modi, who started as
a publicist of the Hindu na-
tionalist Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), the ideological
parent of his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), is
only the second person af-
ter independence leader
Jawaharlal Nehru to serve
a third straight term as
prime minister.

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfara

z Ahmed Bugti presiding over a meeting through

video link regarding preparation for upcoming meeting of National Economic Council

Imran wants supremacy of
Constitution: Barrister Gohar

SWAT (INP): Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan has said party
founder Imran Khan wants
the supremacy of the Con-
stitution and the rule of law
in the country.

The Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf founder has earnest
desire that the Constitution
and law should be ‘restored’
in the country, the PTI
chairman said while ad-
dressing arally in Swat
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SAUDI ARABIA: Wor

PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar said, “I thank the
people for coming to the
rally. We want rule of law
in the country. Founder
PTI s fighting for the coun-
try. With the support of the
people PTI founder will
come out of jail soon.”

He said the PTI
founder said he forgives
those who did wrong with
him, but he will not forgive
those who damaged the in-
terests of the country.

kérs bsy in packin

zamzam water in Zamzama Factory for distribut-
ing among the hujjaj at Zaidiah.

Govt decides to continue
PTD’s ten billion tree initiative

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
PML-N-led federal govern-
ment has decided to con-
tinue Ten Billion Tree Tsu-
nami project, initiated by
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government, a
private news channel citing
sources said on Sunday.
The government has
decided to increase the bud-
get for the Ministry of Cli-
mate Change by Rs11.82
billion for the fiscal year
2024-25, with aiming at
mitigating the effects of glo-
bal warming and promoting
sustainable development.
The budget includes a
significant allocation of
Rs15.62 billion for the
Green Pakistan initiative,
previously known as the
Ten Billion Tree Tsunami —

a project initially launched
in 2018 by PTI. The project
aims to plant trees across
the nation and combat the
adverse effects of climate
change.

The government has
also proposed a new project
to combat climate change,
details of which are yet to
be disclosed. It has also
been proposed to provide
Rs1.019 billion to the Min-
istry of Climate Change to
enhance its technical capac-
ity and effectively imple-
ment climate change
projects.

The budget also allo-
cates Rs15.775 billion for
four ongoing schemes,
aimed at promoting sustain-
able development and en-
vironmental conservation.
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Enduring friendship

The optics from Shehbaz Sharif’s China trip ap-
pear to be positive. The highlight of the visit came
on Friday, when the prime minister met China’s top
brass, including President Xi Jinping and Premier

Li Qiang.

In other engagements, Mr Sharif and his del-
egation, including top ministers, networked with
Chinese investors and officials. The meeting with
Mr Xi was warm, as China’s leader extolled the
virtues of the bilateral relationship, and promised
to “build a closer China-Pakistan community”.

As for concrete takeaways, there were pledges
to revive CPEC, with Xi Jinping saying Beijing was
willing to create an “upgraded version” of the cor-
ridor, while at least 32 MoUs were signed, cover-
ing various sectors such as transport, infrastruc-

ture, agriculture, etc.

While both the Pakistani and Chinese sides
were effusive in their praise for the bilateral rela-
tionship, concerns regarding security were com-
municated by the highest echelons of the state.
President Xi hoped that Pakistan would “effec-
tively guarantee the safety of Chinese personnel”,
while Premier Li echoed similar concerns.

Such messaging was expected from Beijing,
especially after five Chinese workers were killed in
the Dasu terrorist attack earlier this year. For his
part, Mr Sharif extended his condolences over the
loss of life, and promised that Pakistan would do
all it could to protect Chinese personnel and inter-
ests. Mr Sharif also promised Chinese investors in
Shenzhen that the state had zero tolerance for cor-

ruption.

From the PM’s interactions, it is clear that China
will stand by Pakistan and is committed to deepen-
ing ties, but that Pakistan will have to deliver on
promises of fool-proof security, and crack down
on corruption. China is perhaps Pakistan’s closest
bilateral partner, along with Saudi Arabia, and main-
taining this relationship is essential to the
country’s geo-economic and geopolitical interests.
Attracting new Chinese investment, and launch-
ing the ‘second phase’ of CPEC, can play a key
role in getting Pakistan out of the dire financial
straits it finds itself in currently.

But it is clear that the state will have to work
overtime to ensure that the new CPEC projects, as
well as the multiple MoUs signed in Beijing, are
translated into reality. It should be remembered
that following his recent trips to Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, the PM returned with pledges of billions
of dollars in investments. Most of those pledges
— if not all — have yet to materialise. Perhaps the
issue is that whether it is our friends in the Gulf or
our partners in China, Pakistan’s foreign allies want
to see internal political stability, a commitment to
financial transparency and fiscal responsibility, as
well as a secure environment free of terrorism be-
fore they commit their funds. This is perhaps the
biggest obstacle that confronts the state in attract-

ing foreign investment.

Modi’s ‘guarantee’

Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

That Modi would win his
third term was never in
doubt. However, con-
trary to expectations, he
did not achieve the land-
slide he was hoping for.
Why has ‘Modi ki guar-
antee’ (a boastful com-
mitment to people’s wel-
fare) not delivered the
two-thirds majority to
which he aspired? Sev-
eral reasons are being
cited: high unemploy-
ment rates, rising infla-
tion, and the incum-
bency factor. The oppo-
sition projected Modi as
a fascist in the making.
His intense anti-Muslim
rhetoric scared away not
only Muslim voters,
whom he called
‘ghusbathiay’ or infiltra-
tors, but also liberal In-
dians attached to India’s
secular and pluralistic
ethos. Losing the seat
housing the Ram Mandir
in Ayodhya is a case in
point.

Yet, with 240 seats,
the BJP is the largest
party in Lok Sabha, way
ahead of the Indian Na-
tional Congress, which
secured 99 seats. With its
coalition partners, the
BJP is assured of a third
consecutive term led by
Modi. This has become
possible because of sev-
eral notable achieve-
ments, mostly in the eco-
nomic field. Under his
watch, India became the
fifth largest economy,
compared to the 10"
when he took over the
reins of power 10 years
ago. GDP has grown by
162 per cent, average in-
come by 135pc, and for-
eign exchange reserves
by 113pc to $620 billion.
There has been a surge
in internet usage, while
digital transactions have
grown by 358pc to
$95bn. A series of initia-
tives were launched to
make India a manufactur-
ing hub. Modi’s govern-
ment added 50,000
kilometres of national
highways (a 60pc in-
crease since 2014) and
31,000 km of rail net-

works, with plans to start
bullet trains. Thirty mil-
lion houses have been
built for the poor.

With the economy
doing well, India was
able to spend more for its
defence needs. Accord-
ing to the Stockholm-
based organisation Sipri,
India spent $83.6bn on
its military in 2023, the
steepest annual rise
since 2009, and a 44pc
increase since Modi took
over in 2014. It is now the
fourth largest military
spender in the world. No-
tably, the bulk of the
funds for military pro-
curement (75pc) were al-
located to domestically
produced equipment,
which has boosted local
manufacturing, includ-
ing that of homebuilt air-
craft carrier, Vikrant. He
also fast-tracked India’s
space programme,
achieving the landing of
Chandrayaan-3 on the
moon in August 2023.

What does Modi’s
third term look like? Os-
tensibly, his top priority
is to place India on
course to become a de-
veloped country by
2047. He is also likely to
continue his efforts to
consolidate India’s sta-
tus as a ‘Hindu first’ na-
tion, but it appears that
this may not dilute his
focus on the economy.
He envisions that by
2030, India should be a
$6.7 trillion economy,
surpassing Japan and
Germany to become the
third-largest  global
economy. Even though
India is the third-largest
climate polluter, Modi
wishes to make India cli-
mate-friendly by 2070.
He also plans to move
the country towards
digital governance.

India’s foreign
policy under Modi’s
third term is likely to
continue in the same
mode: navigating a
tough balance in its re-
lations with mutually
antagonistic major pow-
ers: the US (strategic
partner), Russia (endur-
ing friend), and China
(competitor); while en-

hancing special affini-
ties with the Gulf sheikh-
doms. He is likely to
continue projecting his
country’s image as a
leader of the Global
South.

Modi has discon-
nected his country from
Pakistan in every do-
main. During the elec-
tion campaign, he was
utterly hostile to Paki-
stan. The jingoistic
rhetoric of Modi’s com-
panions was centred
around the mindset of
‘ghus ke marenge’ (infil-
trate and kill), which is
dangerous for regio-nal
peace. Its talk of target-
ing Azad Kash-mir and
Gilgit-Balt-is-tan is also
empty rhetoric, as any
misadventure is likely to
receive a befitting re-
sponse, as in Feb-r-uary
2019. India’s accusation
of Pakistan committing
cross-border terrorism is
also not borne out by
the facts. It is not India
that is suffering from ter-
rorism, but Pakistan,
where Indian operatives
have managed to kill 20
Pakistanis during 2023,
similar to what they did
in Canada and the US.

It appears that in
his third term, Modi
might not take any posi-
tive initiative towards
Pakistan, even though
he wants a stable west-
ern border to continue
his focus on his eco-
nomic vision and goals.
Pakistan’s government
would be well advised to
wait until a positive ini-
tiative is taken by the
Modi government.

Should he change
his mind and approach
Pakistan for limited coop-
eration, Pakistan should
respond positively. Mean-
while, it should focus all
its energies inwards to
achieve a degree of politi-
cal stability, continuity of
economic policies, and
human development in
pursuit of a clear vision
and positive strategy for
the country. That is the
only way Pakistan can re-
gain its relevance in the
eyes of friends and foes
alike. -- Courtesy Dawn

Policing one’s own

Muna Khan

What did you have for
lunch last Sunday? What
about 10 Sundays ago?
Or 10 years ago? What
thoughts run through
your mind as you try to
answer these questions?
Memory is the ongoing
process of information
retention over time, ac-
cording to Harvard, and
a lot of research contin-
ues to go into under-
standing how memory
works. Fear not, my piece
isn’t about cognitive sci-
ence, but how our past
actions, seemingly in-
nocuous, can impact our
present.

The British politician
and academic Faiza
Shaheen knows this well
now. The former Labour
candidate, who narrowly
lost her constituency in
2019, learned last week
that she’d been blocked
by her party from contest-
ing the election next
month, reportedly over
her tweets relating to Is-
rael.

Earlier, she was
asked by the party’s na-
tional executive commit-
tee to explain her tweet
history from as far as
back as 2014, when she
was not a member of the
Labour party. She was
asked why she liked a
tweet featuring a video
skit by US talk show host
Jon Stewart about not
being able to freely talk
about Israel and Pales-
tine. As he begins to talk
about the war on Gaza in
that sketch, Stewart’s col-
leagues on the show jump
up and rebuke him for
daring to question
Israel’s actions. It is a co-
medic but essentially ac-
curate representation of
how difficult it is to talk
about Israel in the West
without being shut down
for being anti-Semitic —
a trend that continues.
“Just merely mentioning
Israel or questioning in
any way the effective-
ness or humanity of
Israel’s policy is not the
same thing as being pro-
Hamas,” Stewart says in
the skit before he is shut

down by the same col-
leagues. (You’d be for-
given for thinking this
commentary is from to-
day.)

Fast forward to 2024,
and Stewart is back host-
ing the comedy show
once a week and being
critical of the Zionist
state. However, liking his
politics on social media
has pretty damning con-
sequences.  Shaheen
doesn’t even remember
liking that tweet 10 years
ago, but her detractors re-
member. She acknowl-
edged that the tweet she
liked references
antisemitic tropes and
apologised for it, but as
we’ve seen well before
the Oct 7 attacks, you
can be forgiven every-
thing but a hint of criti-
cism of Israel.

Shaheen has since
resigned from the Labour
party and plans to run as
an independent. She has
been replaced by a pro-
Israeli candidate who is
not from the area.
Shaheen’s supporters are
angry at the Labour party,
which, in its defence,
says they want the most
suitable candidates. To
be clear, Shaheen went
through all the processes
required and was cleared
to run for the seat.

“They would rather
lose than have a left pro-
Palestine candidate. This
is offensive to my com-
munity,” she tweeted.

Shaheen’s politics
reflect issues Labour
once stood for: wealth in-
equality, public owner-
ship, environmental is-
sues, and Palestine. But
under Keir Starmer’s lead-
ership, the party stands
for something else. In
fact, Starmer is accused
of purging the party of
left-wing candidates; co-
incidentally, all of them
have one thing in com-
mon — they spoke in
favour of an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza.

Labour is widely ex-
pected to win next
month’s election, and is
already behaving like
Israel’s newest best
friend; a trusted one that

can be counted on to do
its bidding. I see its de-
selection of Shaheen as
one example of wanting
to make its rich donors
with ties to Israel happy.
The manner in which po-
litical parties and other
organisations like the
media aid Israel in shut-
ting down conversations
by slapping the
“antisemitic” label is
horrifying. This is how
meaningful conversa-
tions on Israel’s treat-
ment of Palestinians —
grounded in truth — are
blocked. All critics are
silenced and vanished
from screens.

Two examples this
year include female jour-
nalists Sanigta Myska of
LBC radio and Belle
Donati of Sky News,
who were reportedly let
go of shortly after diffi-
cult interviews with
Isra-eli officials. Both
women are respected
journalists who were
merely doing their jobs
when they asked tough
questions. Apparently
you can’t ask these
sorts of questions of Is-
raeli officials. How can
voters and audiences be
OK knowing foreign
powers have that kind of
hold on their media? This
is deeply worrying for a
free press.

The double stan-
dards are all too clear to
see. Shaheen’s social
media activity is open to
scrutiny, but Labour
candidate Luke
Akehurst’s is not. He’s a
staunch supporter of Is-
rael, has called the UN
antisemitic, and said Pal-
estinians actors “staged
atrocities in Gaza” in his
tweets. He isn’t policed
for his views.

I’m hopeful that
Shaheen stands a chance
next month, because she
has a strong supporter
base which, I believe, has
grown in the last week
out of anger at Labour’s
policies rooted in racism
and Islamophobia.
Shaheen’s courage
should inspire young
women here, too. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

Australian High Commissioner
highlights education and trade
cooperation with Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Australian High
Commissioner to Pakistan
Neil Hawkins on Sunday
emphasized Australia’s
commitment to investing in
Pakistan’s future through
education and trade.

In an exclusive
interview with the
Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP), he said,
“By investing in the
people of Pakistan,
particularly the young
people who study in
Australia, we hope they
will return with valuable
skills to contribute to
Pakistan’s future,”
Hawkins stated.

He highlighted the
sustained efforts to offer
scholarships, focusing on
women in executive
leadership, climate change
and agriculture. “Gender

are major focuses for us,”
he said, underscoring the
shared climate challenges
between the two nations
and the potential for
cooperative efforts.

The environmental
focus, particularly on
water and agriculture,
remains a critical aspect of
their support, with
Hawkins noting his recent
visit to northern Pakistan
to witness climate change
impacts firsthand.

Regarding trade,
Hawkins noted a
significant increase from
the 2.5 billion dollars trade
volume in 2022, with a 30
percent rise this year. Key
exports include agricultural
products like cattle, wheat,
and canola, with nearly 90
percent of Pakistan’s

canola sourced from
Australia. “If you’re
enjoying chana or

chickpeas for breakfast,
they’re likely from
Australia as well,” he
added.

This dialogue was part
of'an event celebrating the
achievements of 60
Pakistani scholars who
completed their studies in
Australia through the
prestigious Australia
Awards scholarship
program. These scholars,
including 21 men and 39
women, were recognized
for their academic
excellence and dedication.

“I am proud to join
the celebrations with these
Pakistani scholars who
have completed their
studies funded by
Australia,” Hawkins said.
“I congratulate them on
their hard work and
dedication. I am confident
their newly acquired
knowledge and skills.

equality and climate change
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SARGODHA: A farmer busy in planting saplings

of rice in his field along Shekan Road.

Railways

earn over

Rs 70 bin till May

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
achieved an unprecedented
earning of over Rs. 70
billion till the month of
May (FY 2023-24)
despite facing a financial
crisis due to floods in the
monsoon season. “The
department is expecting to
generate revenues up to Rs.
80 billion by the end of'this
financial year through the
consistent efforts and hard
work of the Railway
workers,” sources in the
Ministry told APP