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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Buddhist Monks led by Minister of
Budhassasana and Religious Affairs of Sri Lanka  Vidura Wickramanayaka
calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

QUETTA: Benazir Income Support Program Chair-
person, Rubina Khalid along with Director Gen-
eral Balochistan Abdul Jabbar interacts with
women during her visit to camp site located on
Saryab Mill in Quetta.

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over a
meeting regarding Finance Bill

QUETTA: Home Minister Mir Ziaullah Lango enquring about health of in-
jured of Washuk bus accident at CMH

Federal Minister for Communications, Investment
Board and Privatization, Abdul Aleem Khan met
with Prime Minister Tajikistan, Kokhir Rasulzoda
in Dushanbe.

QUETTA: Chief Executive Officer of Arya Hospital
Dr. Sohail Khan shaking hand with Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sardar Ahmed Bugti

QUETTA: Chairman Balochistan Public Service Commission Abdul Salik
Khan presenting annual report of the Commission to Governor Balochistan
Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

Acting President, PM express grief

29 people dead, 21 injured in
fatal road accident in Washuk

CM Bugti orders shifting of Basima bus injured
to Quetta by Air Ambulance

PM highlights
ancient heritage

of Pakistan

Langove, Buledi
visit CMH to

inquire health of
accident injured
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home and
Tribal Affairs, Mir Ziaullah
Langove and Minister for
Planning and Development,
Mir Zahoor Buledi visited
the Combined Military
Hospital on Wednesday.

During the course of
visit, they went to see the
injured persons of Washuk
passenger coach accident
and inquired about their
health. They assured their
cooperation to the injured
being treated at CMH.

They also directed the
concerned high ups to pro-
vide best medical treatment
to the injured persons.

They also prayed for
their early recovery from
the injuries caused to them
in the fatal accident.

Zia takes notice
of incident of
killing of two

persons in
Naseerabad

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home and
Tribal Affairs, Mir Ziaullah
Langove has taken notice of
the incident of enmity that
claimed two lives and left
two others injured in
Naseerabad.

According to an official
handout issued here on
Wednesday, the Minister
Home sought report from
the concerned authorities.

Mir Ziaullah Langove
directed to the Deputy
Commissioner to form spe-
cial team for arrest of the
culprits involved in the in-
cident.

He also directed to re-
view the incident from all
the aspects and provide
justice to the heirs of de-
ceased on priority basis.

The Minister prayed
for the departed souls and
grant of patience to the be-
reaved families.

Governor stresses need to
strengthen BPSC financially for
expansion of services at large scale

Maternal mortality rate in
Balochistan alarming:

Dr. Rubaba Buledi

Judge writes letter to IHC
to transfer PTI founder’s

marriage case to another court

Rubina Khalid reaffirms
federal govt commitment to

alleviate poverty in Balochistan

Arya Hospital Chief
calls on CM Bugti

Establishment piling up
pressure on state institutions,

PTI says after iddat ruling delay Pak Armed Forces pay tribute to
martyrs on UN Peacekeeping Day

Govt cracks down
on smuggling,

hoarding with zero
tolerance policy

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
significant crackdown on
smuggling, hoarding, and
power pilferage, the gov-
ernment has made substan-
tial progress in its zero-tol-
erance policy, yielding im-
pressive results.

Since September last
year, the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) has been instrumen-
tal in facilitating the recov-
ery of billions of rupees and
scores of arrests, PTV re-
ported. In a major anti-smug-
gling operation, authorities
foiled the smuggling and ille-
gal movement of 3,036
metric tons of fertilizer.

Additionally, 281 met-
ric tons of wheat and flour
were seized from smugglers,
preventing the smuggling of
essential items.

The government’s ef-
forts have also led to the
seizure of 34,640 metric
tons of sugar, putting an end
to illegal profiteering.

Furthermore, authori-
ties recovered 2,503 metric
tons of wheat, 56,948 met-
ric tons of ghee, and 10,379
metric tons of sugar from
market price manipulators.

The government’s
commitment to upholding
the rule of law and protect-
ing Pakistan’s economy is
evident in the registration
of 145,365 FIR’s against in-
dividuals involved in power
theft, resulting in the arrest of
over 70,000 power thieves
and the recovery of PKR
93 billion.

Prices of petroleum
products likely to

be reduced
from June 01

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Prices of petroleum prod-
ucts are likely to be reduced
once again from June 01.

According to sources
price of petrol per liter is
likely to be slashed by Rs
5.50 for next 15 days while
diesel price is likely to be
decreased by Rs 4.30 per
liter. Kerosene oil price may
go down by Rs 2.15 per li-
ter while light diesel price
is likely to be reduced by
Rs 5.08 per liter.

International market
witnessed reduction in
price of petroleum prod-
ucts.

OGRA will send work-
ing to government on May
31 in proportion to reduc-
tion in international market.

Final approval to  re-
duction in price of petro-
leum products will be ac-
corded by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

Ministry of finance will
issue notification in respect
of reduced prices of petro-
leum products.

Interior Minister
leaves for UK

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has left for the
United Kingdom on the first
leg of his visit to Europe.

He will hold meetings
with the British Interior
Minister and other top offi-
cials. Later, the Interior Min-
ister will also visit Italy and
Vatican City where he will
have important meetings in-
cluding with the Italian Inte-
rior Minister in Rome and
Pope Francis at Vatican city.

Independent Report
QUETTA: At least 29
people, including women
and children, were killed
and 21 others injured after
a passenger bus turned
turtle and plunged into a
ditch in Basima area of
Washuk district on Wednes-
day morning.

According to the re-
ports reaching here, about
21 people sustained inju-
ries in the accident and have
been moved to the Civil
Hospital in Basima from
where at least 11 were
moved to Quetta

The initial reports sug-
gested that the accident
took place after the tyre of
the passenger bus burst,
said the rescue officials. The

ill-fated passenger bus was
travelling from Turbat to
Quetta carrying over 50
passengers.

The levies and local ad-
ministration rushed to-
wards the spot of accident.
The bodies and injured per-
sons were retrieved from
the bus and shifted to the
civil hospitals of Basima,
Panjgur and Khuzdar.

Later, the seriously in-
jured persons were brought
to Quetta by the air ambu-
lance and shifted to CMH
Quetta for treatment where
condition of few patients is
stated to be precarious.

Balochistan’s Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugti of-
fered his condolences over
the loss of lives in the hor-

rific accident and prayed for
those who were wounded.

In two similar incidents
in May, 13 people belong-
ing to the same family were
killed and nine others got
wounded as a truck plunged
into a ditch in Punjab’s
Khushab district.

The accident occurred
because of a brake failure
on Panj Pir Manawan Road
in Khushab, consequently,
the truck driver lost control
of the vehicle and it fell into
the ditch.

The deceased of the ill-
fated crash included
women, too, and the fam-
ily was going to Khushab.

Meanwhile acting

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has un-
derlined the need to finan-
cially strengthen the
Balochistan Public Service
Commission (BPSC) fur-
ther so as to expand its ser-
vices at large scale.

The Governor said that
the selection of talented
and able officers is possible
for different government
departments through the
competitive exams even to-
day.

He was speaking to the
Chairman of BPSC, Abdul
Salik Khan and its members
who called on him here at
the Governor’s House on
Wednesday.

The Chairman BPSC
presented annual report of
the Commission to Gover-
nor.

During the course of
meeting, overall perfor-
mance of BPSC, implemen-
tation on the merit, finan-
cial matters and procedure
of the tests and interviews
for the posts came up for

discussion.
The Governor was of

the view that the issue of
unemployment and espe-
cially the sense of disap-
pointment among the
youth can easily be re-
moved by ensuring merit in
the examinations and inter-
views of the Commission
and giving right to the right
persons.

He said that the easi-
ness and facilities can be
created for the Commission
and candidates appearing in
the competitive examina-
tions by building a big hall
in the premises of BPSC.

He said that it is re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment to provide new op-
portunities of the employ-
ment and utilize their hid-
den potential for the na-
tional interests.

He said that there cre-
ates big hope for youngsters
of the province when hun-
dreds of the poor but able
candidates are selected for
jobs through different com-
petitive examinations like
CSS, PCS and ISSB.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
delay in the ruling on the
un-Islamic nikah case has
apparently shattered Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
hopes of the early release
of its founder Imran Khan
from prison.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad on
Wednesday, PTI Informa-
tion Secretary Raoof Hasan
said state institutions were try-
ing to keep the party founder
behind bars despite him se-
curing bail in several cases.

“Establishment’s pres-
sure on state institutions is
piling up,” he stated while
reacting to the delay in the
announcement of a reserved
verdict in the iddat case
against the PTI founder and
his wife Bushra Bibi by an
Islamabad sessions court
earlier today. The

Islamabad court had re-
served the verdict last week
on appeals filed by the PTI
founder and his wife against
their conviction in the iddat
case However, District and
Sessions Judge Shahrukh
Arjumand sought his
recusal from the case be-
cause it would not be ap-
propriate for him to an-
nounce the verdict owing to
repeated expression of no-
confidence by Khawar
Maneka, Bushra’s ex-hus-
band and the petitioner in
the case.

In the presser today,
the PTI spokesperson said
the party has been witness-
ing “murder of justice” for
the last two years and ex-
pressed fears that the
former prime minister
would have to spend more
time in jail.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Judge Sharukh Arjmand of
the District and Sessions
Court of Islamabad on
Wednesday wrote a letter
to the Registrar of the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC), urging him to trans-
fer the marriage case of PTI
founder and his wife to an-
other court, as the plaintiff,
Khawar Manika, had ex-
pressed no confidence in his
court.

Judge Sharukh Arjmand
earlier in the day left the
courtroom without pro-
nouncing the  verdict in the
case, which was reserved on
May 23.

The judge, in the letter,
took the position that the
plaintiff had expressed no
confidence in his court for
the second time, therefore,
it would not be prudent to
pronounce a verdict in the
case.

Citing the misbehaviour
of Khawar Manika, he
stated that the defence
counsel and the plaintiff
throughout the proceedings

(on Wednesday)tried to
disrupt the hearing.

At the onset of the hear-
ing, defence counsel Rizwan
Abbasi was not present in
the courtroom. When asked
by the judge in that regard,
his assistant lawyer in-
formed the court that
Rizwan Abbasi was in the
Supreme Court and re-
quested for some time.

Subsequently, the court
directed Rizwan Abbasi to
appear before the it  by
10:30 a.m.

The court then asked
the assistant lawyer to con-
sult with Rizwan Abbasi
and clarify their intent on
pursuing the case.

The assistant lawyer
responded that they
wanted that the case be
transferred to another
court, because the plaintiff
was not satisfied with the
proceedings in his court.

The judge inquired
about the reason and re-
quested him to furnish con-
crete evidence in support of
his arguments.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Advisor to
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan for Women
Development, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi has expressed
concern over the high ma-
ternal mortality rate in the
province, stating that it is
higher than in other prov-
inces.  According to a sur-
vey, 298 women out of
100,000 women die during
childbirth.

Dr. Buledi attributed
the poor infrastructure in
the province as one of the
reasons for the high mor-
tality rate, particularly in
remote areas. She empha-
sized the need for legisla-
tion and awareness cam-
paigns to address this issue.

The Balochistan Maternal
and Perinatal Death Sur-
veillance and Response Bill
2024 is being introduced for
the first time, and consul-
tations with all stakehold-
ers are underway.

Dr. Buledi appreciated
the long-term support of
the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) in
Balochistan’s health care
system and assured that
collaborative efforts will
continue to provide quality
health facilities to the poor
people in remote areas of
the province. She stressed
that effective measures will
be taken to reduce the ma-
ternal, Perinatal and infant
mortality rate in
Balochistan.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Pakistan Armed Forces on
Wednesday paid tribute to
its martyrs who had ren-
dered the ultimate sacrifice
while serving as UN peace-
keepers in conflict-hit coun-
tries across the world on
the International Day of
UN Peacekeepers.

“Today, Pakistan joins

the international commu-
nity in commemorating the
International Peacekeepers
Day, paying tribute to the
brave men and women who
have served in the United
Nations peacekeeping mis-
sions around the world,” an
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) news release
said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday high-
lighted that Pakistan was
proud of its ancient Bud-
dhist heritage, which flour-
ished in the northwest Pa-
kistan in the shape of
Gandhara art and culture,
over two thousand years
ago. He underscored the im-
portance that his govern-
ment attached to interfaith
harmony.

The prime minister ex-
pressed these views during
a meeting with a delegation
of esteemed Buddhist lead-
ers who called on him.

The delegation is visit-
ing Pakistan to attend a
symposium and an exhibi-
tion titled “From Gandhara
to the World,” organized by
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

The delegation included
Sri Lanka’s Minister for
Buddhasasana, Religious
and Cultural Affairs Vidura
Wikramanayaka, Most
Venerable Thich Duc Tuan
from Vietnam, Most Vener-

able Anil Sakya from Thai-
land and Dr Keshabman
Shakya from Nepal.  Min-
ister for Religious Affairs,
Ch. Salik Hussain, Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting and Cultural Heritage
Attaullah Tarar, SAPM
Syed Tariq Fatemi also at-
tended the meeting.

The prime minister
warmly welcomed the del-
egation and expressed his
gratitude for their participa-
tion in the symposium, be-
ing held in connection with
the ‘Vesak Day’ that com-
memorates the birth, en-
lightenment and passing
away of Lord Buddha.

He also acknowledged
the valuable contributions
of the Buddhist scholars
and monks to the promo-
tion of interfaith harmony
and understanding. During
the meeting, the prime min-
ister and the delegation dis-
cussed ways to strengthen
interfaith dialogue and co-
operation, as well as oppor-
tunities for cultural and aca-
demic exchanges between
Pakistan and the Buddhist
majority countries.

QUETTA (APP): Head of
Arya Hospital Quetta, Dr
Sohail on Wednesday in a
called on meeting briefed
the Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
about the medical services
provided by the hospital,
which was established ac-
cording to international stan-
dards.  The provincial gov-
ernment of Balochistan was
keen to provide quality
healthcare facilities through
public-private partner-
ships, similar to the model
in Sindh, so that people in
Balochistan can also access
quality medical facilities at
the local level. The Chief
Minister expressed his de-
sire to visit Arya Hospital
soon.

He noted that there is a
lack of quality private hos-
pitals in Balochistan, due to
which most people travel
to Karachi and other cities
for medical treatment.

The Chief Minister
praised Dr. Sohail Ahmed’s
services, saying that his
decision to return to
Quetta, Pakistan, from
United States, and serving
his province and people, is
commendable.

On this occasion, Dr
Sohail Ahmed thanked the
Chief Minister for his ap-
preciation and said that the
provincial government’s
determination to improve
the health sector in
Balochistan is commend-
able.

QUETTA (APP): Chair-
person Benazir Income
Support Programme
(BISP), Rubina Khalid
Wednesday reaffirmed the
federal government’s dedi-
cation to alleviate poverty
in Balochistan by provid-
ing substantial economic
support to the women of
the province.

This announcement
was made during a high-
level meeting with key
stakeholders to discuss the
coordination and imple-
mentation of BISP initia-
tives in Balochistan.

The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary IT
Ayaz Khan Mandukhel,
Secretary Industries Noor
Ahmed Perkani, Secretary
Colleges Hafiz Tahir, DG

Benazir Income Support
Programme Abdul Jabbar,
and other relevant officials.

The discussion cen-
tered on enhancing the ef-
fectiveness of BISP in the
province and introducing
new initiatives aimed at
poverty reduction.

Rubina Khalid stated
that her visit was in accor-
dance with the directives
of the President of Paki-
stan, Asif Ali Zardari, who
has shown a keen interest
in the welfare of
Balochistan. “The Presi-
dent has instructed us to
pay special attention to the
needs of Balochistan, par-
ticularly focusing on the
economic empowerment
of its women,” she empha-
sized.
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ISLAMABAD: Players of Pakistan and Australia Volleyball teams in action
during 2nd match of Sarsabz Volleyball Series-2024 at Liaquat Gymnasium,
Sports Complex.

29 people dead & 21 injured in...
Continued from page 1

President Syed Yousaf
Raza Gilani and Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif have expressed grief
and sorrow over the deaths
in a traffic accident in
Washuk, Balochistan.

Condoling with the be-
reaved families, they prayed
for the departed souls.

They said we stand
with the bereaved families
in this difficult time.

The Acting President
prayed for the early recov-
ery of those injured in the
accident.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
has expressed deep grief and
sorrow over the tragic traf-
fic accident in Washuk dis-
trict of Balochistan.

The Prime Minister
also directed to provide all
possible medical aid to
those injured in the accident.

APP adds: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz

Bugti on Wednesday has or-
dered to shift the injured of
Basima Bus accident to
Quetta by Air Ambulance
for best medical treatment.

The Balochistan gov-
ernment owned helicopter
left for Panjgur to pick up
the injured people.

Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti directed for the imme-
diate transfer of the seri-
ously injured to Quetta and
should provide best medi-
cal treatment.

Deputy Commissioner
Panjgur Zakir Ali said that
on the instructions of Chief
Minister Balochistan, the 10
seriously injured people will
be transferred to Quetta in a
short time.

Pakistan Army also
took the lead in the rescue
operations of Basima Bus
accident.

Along with government
of Balochistan, a helicopter
of Pakistan Army also

reached Panjgur to transfer
the injured to Quetta.

District administra-
t ions of Panjgur and
Washuk, police force,
Jwans of Levies, FC South
are engaged in the rescue
operations.

The chief minister ex-
pressed sorrow over the
losses of precious lives
and those who were in-
jured in the bus falling
into a ravine near Washuk
while travelling from
Turbat to Quetta.

In a condolence mes-
sage, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti said he was
deeply saddened and
shocked by the loss of pre-
cious lives in the tragic ac-
cident.

Sarfraz Bugti expressed
his condolences and heart-
felt sympathy to the fami-
lies of those who died in the
bus accident and shared the
grief of the families of the
deceased.

Leading mountaineer Naila
Kiani appointed as goodwill

ambassador for girls education
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Naila Kiani Pakistan’s lead-
ing female high-altitude
mountaineer, has achieved
yet another milestone by
being declared as Girls Edu-
cation National Goodwill
Ambassador by the Minis-
try of Federal Education
and Professional Training.

In Mountaineering
Naila Kiani has an unparal-
leled record and in her new
role, she aims to highlight
the importance of girls’ edu-
cation across Pakistan and
support initiatives by fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments. She is the first Paki-
stani woman and the overall
third Pakistani to have
climbed 11 of the 14 highest
peaks above 8,000 meters.
She holds the distinction of
being the first Pakistani
woman to climb an 8,000-
meter mountain in Pakistan.

Kiani is also the first
Pakistani woman to summit
Nanga Parbat, Gasherbrum

I (G-I), Gasherbrum II (G-
II), Lhotse, Manaslu, Broad
Peak, Annapurna, Makalu,
and Cho Oyu.

She is among the ten
mountaineers worldwide,
and the only Pakistani, to
have climbed multiple
(seven) peaks above 8,000
meters in less than six
months, in 2023. Further-
more, she is the fastest Pa-
kistani, regardless of gender,
to have climbed all eleven
8,000-meter peaks in less
than three years.

She is the  only fe-
male athlete to receive
S i t a r a - i - I mt i a z ,  t h e
highest civilian honour given
to any female athlete in Pa-
kistan.

Advocate for Girls’
Education Naila Kiani’s ap-
pointment as the National
Goodwill Ambassador for
Girls’ Education is a testa-
ment to her commitment to
empowering women
through education.

Pakistan clinch volleyball
series against Australia
with back-to-back wins

Green Shirts outplay Kangaroos by winning the
second tie of three-match series in straight sets

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan team secured a domi-
nating 3-0 victory over
Australia, in the second
game of the three-match
Sarsabz Volleyball Series
2024 here at the Liaquat
Gymnasium of Pakistan
Sports Complex on
Wednesday.

Demonstrating excep-
tional skill and determina-
tion, the Pakistan team
outplayed Australia by 3-0
with set points of 26-24,
25-19, and 25-23.

This impressive win
marks Pakistan’s second
consecutive victory in the
series, ensuring they clinch
the series win with a match
still to be played. This
achievement was a testa-

ment to the hard work and
dedication of the Pakistan
volleyball team and the un-
wavering support from the
Pakistan Volleyball Federa-
tion.

The match began with
a nail-biting first set, where
both teams displayed re-
markable prowess. Pakistan
managed to edge out Aus-
tralia with a close score of
26-24, setting the tone for
the rest of the game.

Building on their mo-
mentum in the second set,
Pakistan dominated the
second set with a score of
25-19. Their strategic plays
and cohesive teamwork left
Australia struggling to keep
up.

The final set was a tes-

tament to Pakistan’s resil-
ience and skill. Despite a
strong challenge from the
Australian team, Pakistan
secured the win with a score
of 25-23, sealing their vic-
tory in the match and the
series.

Chairman Pakistan Vol-
leyball Federation,
Chaudhry Muhammad
Yaqoob, expressed his pride
in the team’s performance,
saying, “This series win is
a significant milestone for
Pakistan volleyball. The
team’s hard work and dedi-
cation have paid off, and we
are thrilled to see them per-
form at such a high level.
We encourage all fans to
come out and support the
team in the final match.”

Pakistan all set to launch new
satellite PakSat MM1 on May 30

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commis-
sion (Suparco) is all set to launch a new satellite PakSat MM1 on May 30 through the
support of China, in accordance with the National Space Program 2047. The Project
Management Team of Paksat MM1 has finalized all the arrangements for the launch of
this new satellite through evaluating its performance. Project Director, PakSat MM1,
M. Imran said “Our team is very excited for the upcoming launch of PakSat MM1 on
May 30”. The satellite PakSat MM1, conceived keeping in sight the growing needs of
the country in the broad spectrum of communication and connectivity, would be launched
from Xichang Satellite Launch Center (XSLC), China. This satellite project is a hall-
mark of technological cooperation between the People’s Republic of China and Paki-
stan and is expected to revolutionise communication in Pakistan and serve as a giant leap
towards a digitally connected Pakistan. Based on advanced communication technologies, PakSat
MM1 will play a pivotal role in the socio-economic uplift of the country and will prove to be
a stepping stone in the transformation of the country into Digital Pakistan.
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ISLAMABAD: A view of the Panel taking part in the first session of the
conference titled “National Street Children Conference – Iam Somebody”
under the auspices of Muslim Hands and Maidaan at a local hotel.

ISLAMABAD: Labourers busy in construction
work of flyover at under construction 10th Avenue
during development work in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, Chaudhry Salik Hussain
in a meeting with the Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, H.E. Yerzhan Kistafin.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic, Ulanbek Totuiaev briefing the representatives
of Media on the ongoing security situation in
Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic at the Embassy of the
Kyrgyz republic, in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: The mobile unit of Islamabad Traffic Police meet Managing
Director Associated Press of Pakistan, Muhammad Asim Khichi after con-
cluding a day-long facilitation process of licence renewal for APP employees
at the APP Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Students of Government College
University, Faisalabad visiting Senate Museum at
Parliament House.

PCFA-KP celebrates 73rd
anniversary of Sino-Pak

diplomatic relations
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Sino Paki-
stan Relations are new
heights......The Pakistan-
China Friendship Associa-
tion (PCFA) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province Pa-
kistan organised a event at
KPHouse Islamabad to cel-
ebrate the 73rd anniversary.
Syed Ali Nawaz Gilani Sec-
retary-General PCFA men-
tioned that understanding
the dynamics of Chinese
socio economic develop-
ment is very important for
us (Pakistan) being a close
friend.

In a testament to their
enduring friendship, Paki-
stan and China celebrated
the 73rd anniversary of
their diplomatic relations
this morning at KP House,
Islamabad. The event, or-

of this historic friendship
in his address. He empha-
sized the need to further
enhance people-to-people
relationships, drawing les-
sons from China’s success-
ful implementation of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

“Pakistan and China
are time-tested friends, and
our friendship has stood the
test of time. We must con-
tinue to strengthen our
bonds by increasing cul-
tural, trade, and business
exchanges. The CPEC is a
game-changer for Pakistan’s
economy, and with en-
hanced cooperation, we will
see significant development
across various sectors,”
stated Mr. Arshad Ayub
Khan.

He also praised the

ganized by the Pakistan
China Friendship Associa-
tion Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(PCFA KP), underscored
the deep-rooted ties and
mutual cooperation be-
tween the two nations.

Mr. Arshad Ayub
Khan, Minister for Local
Government and Rural De-
velopment Department,
highlighted the significance

efforts of the Pakistan
China Friendship Associa-
tion KP and encouraged
more initiatives that foster
cultural understanding and
economic collaboration. He
specifically urged for the
learning of the Chinese lan-
guage and deeper engage-
ment with Chinese experts
to benefit from their expe-
rience and expertise.

15 years of injustice; global
community called upon to

investigate Shopian tragedy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Justice continues to elude
families of Shopian double
rape and murder victims de-
spite the passage of fifteen
years.

According to a report
released by Kashmir Me-
dia Service on the 15th an-
niversary of Shopian rape
and double murder incident
on Wednesday, the victims
Aasiya and Neelofar were
abducted, raped and subse-
quently killed by the men
in uniform in Shopian and
their bodies were found
from a nullah on the inter-
vening night of 29th and
30th May 2009.

The harrowing inci-
dent, where the victims
were abducted, raped, and
subsequently killed by men

in uniform in Shopian,
serves as a grim reminder
of the brutalities inflicted
by Indian troops in Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir.

This tragic event
stands as a testament to the
institutionalized and struc-
tured violence that India
perpetuates in the region.
The report highlights the
use of harassment, torture,
and rape of Kashmiri
women as tools to suppress
the legitimate demand for a
plebiscite. Shockingly, it
reveals that since 1990,
there have been 11,263 re-
ported cases of rape, gang-
rape, disgrace, and moles-
tation by Indian troops,
paramilitary, and police
personnel in IIOJK.

Pakistan strives to preserve
Buddha heritage, spreading
its peaceful message: Jamy

Shahzad Khalil says:
CDA Plan unveiled to tackle
prevention of forest fires,
awareness drives launches
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Capital Development
Authority has rolled out a
new awareness campaign to
sensitize the public about
forest fire prevention and
chalked out a comprehen-
sive strict plan against in-
dividuals setting fires to
prevent such mishaps in
the future, Shahzad Khalil
a member environment to
the CDA board said on
Wednesday.

Talking to the PTV
news channel, he said that
the department will arrange
various awareness drives,
patrolling, coordination
committees, and monitoring
and will use drone mock
exercises to manage the in-
cidents, adding, that we
have directed for taking
steps to make the act of
setting fire to a forest as a
non-bailable offense.

‘Action will be taken
against culprits who start
forest fires,‘ he said.

He urged the public to
report any fire incident or
witness any individual in-
volved in this heinous act
to take the offenders to task.

He said the media has
to partner with the govern-
ment in environmental con-
servation as without citi-
zens and the media’s role
the government was unable
to get information on such
serious violations and is-
sues.

While stressing the
importance of public aware-
ness in conserving and pro-
tecting forests, which are
valuable assets for the
State, he said that forest fire
incidents, mainly during
summers, result in the loss
of huge forest wealth and
damaging wildlife animals.

Ambassador Reza expresses
gratitude to Pakistan for support

after tragic helicopter crash

Clue of missing poet
Ahmad Farhad found,
police show his arrest

Excise deptt offers
civic facilities under

ICT doorstep initiative

ISSI concludes MoU
with Turkiye’s Yunus

Emre EnstitusuNSU joins European
initiative ISATCOVE for

vocational excellence

Randhawa
orders

comprehensive
upgrade plan
for I’abad centers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Capital
Development Authority
(CDA), Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, called for a plan
on Wednesday to upgrade
all centers in Islamabad, in-
cluding Jinnah Super.

During his visit to
Jinnah Super Market, the
chairman assessed the vari-
ous facilities at Jinnah Su-
per Market, F-7.

Muhammad Ali in-
spected the underground
parking plazas at the mar-
ket.

“Built with million of
rupees, these parking pla-
zas should be made fully
operational immediately,”
he added.

He emphasized the
need to utilize the parking
plazas by ensuring the
availability of necessary
facilities.

Illicit cigarettes
worth around

Rs202m destroyed
in Jhelum Zone
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Jhelum Zone of Re-
gional Tax Office,
Rawalpindi on Wednesday
destroyed a massive quan-
tity of illicit, smuggled and
counterfeit cigarettes worth
Rs 202 million, including Rs
147.15 million in evaded
duties.

A ceremony for de-
struction of massive quan-
tity of illicit/smuggled/coun-
terfeit cigarettes was held
by the Jhelum Zone of Re-
gional Tax Office,
Rawalpindi, said a news
release.

The ceremony was
organized for the de-
struction of about 2700
packets of illicit ciga-
ret tes  includ ing non-
duty paid and smuggled
cigaret tes  a t  Chak
Barahm, Jhelum.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Secretary Ministry
of National Heritage and
Culture Nasir Hassan Jamy
on Wednesday said that
Pakistan was spearheading
the efforts to preserve and
protect the Buddha heritage
and had also accelerated the
efforts to spread the peace-
ful message of Buddha and
Silk Road.

The federal secretary,
in his opening remarks at
the third session of the two-
day symposium titled
“From Gandhara to the
World: The Legacy of
Gandharan Buddhism” held
by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs here, said that Pa-
kistan placed a great em-
phasis on tracing the roots
of Buddhism in Pakistan
and other countries.

The two-day event
brought together religious
leaders and experts from

Nepal, Sri Lanka, Thailand
and Vietnam, besides schol-
ars, diplomats, historians
and art enthusiasts to pro-
vide them a platform to ex-
change ideas and foster
connections.

He said the ancient
Gandhara civilization left
indelible footprints in the
realm of art, architecture,
culture and spirituality with
Lord Buddha being its cen-
tral figure having an odys-
sey of spreading knowl-
edge, wisdom, peace and
harmony.

Jamy said that besides
introducing Buddhism to
China and the greater part
of East Asia, Gandhara civi-
lization also contributed to
embellishing the rich cul-
tural tapestry of modern
Pakistan.

He said that Gandhara
civilization also led to the
early linkages between Pa-

kistan and China as many
Chinese monks traveled
along ancient Silk Roads to
arrive at Buddhist seminar-
ies.

The federal secretary
said that the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) had revived
that spirit of openness,
transparency, and discov-
ery which in ancient times
had brought about the fruit-
ful exchange of goods, ideas
and cultural influences be-
tween several countries and
civilizations.

Assuring his
ministry’s support and co-
operation, he said that the
best way of paying trib-
ute to Gandhara civiliza-
tion was to continue re-
searching the subject and
reinvigorate the Buddha’s
message of peace and har-
mony.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Poet and journalist Ahmad
Farhad who is missing from
Islamabad since last 15
days has been traced as fed-
eral government has shown
his arrest.

The case regarding re-
covery of poet Ahmad
Farhad came up for hearing
before Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani of
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) Wednesday.

Imaan Mazari advo-
cate appeared in the court
on behalf of wife of poet
Ahmad Farhad.

Attorney General
(AG) represented federal
government.

During the hearing AG
Mansoor Usman told the
court Ahmad Farhad is ar-
rested and is in the custody
of AJK police.

The AG presented re-
port of police station Dhir

Kot AJK in the court.
Iman Mazari counsel

for poet Ahmad Farhad
came on the rostrum during
the hearing of the case and
took the plea one more went
missing and his FIR was
registered after four days.

Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani inquired
what is your information.

Imaan Mazari said he
was doing social media
posts with reference to
Kashmir. Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani remarked
IG Islamabad should see
this matter.

The court remarked
now I am not saying any
thing. Only I have informed
you to see it.

Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani remarked no
one has any enmity with
agencies. We only say that
they should work as per
law.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Excise department is
providing civic facilities to
residents of the Federal
capital to get their vehicle
registration as well as ac-
cess to various essential
services at Rose & Jasmine
Garden on Wednesday un-
der the ICT doorstep ini-
tiative.

According to the
Spokesman of ICT, the ex-
cise staff would be sta-
tioned at the park’s park-
ing lot from 3.00 to 5.00
p.m.

Citizens hailing from

nearby areas of Rose & Jas-
mine Garden can get civic
facilities through a dedi-
cated van, he said.

He said that whether
you need a fuel permit for
domestic or commercial
use, or looking to register
your motor vehicle
seamlessly, the on-ground
service will ensure a swift
and straightforward pro-
cess. This initiative aims to
streamline processes and
provide ease to the public
regarding vehicle registra-
tion, transfer, and token tax
procedures, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Skills University
Islamabad (NSU) has em-
barked on a unique journey
of active engagement in the
International Self-Assess-
ment Tool for Centres of
Vocational Excellence
(ISATCOVE) initiative, a
pioneering effort spear-
headed by the European
Training Foundation
(ETF).

This initiative aimed to
enhance technical and vo-
cational education and
training (TVET) globally by
providing a comprehensive
toolkit database, said a press
release on Wednesday.

ISATCOVE, a pio-
neering digital platform, is
crafted to aid vocational
education and training
(VET) providers in scruti-
nizing and refining their
educational practices.

The university repre-
sentatives underscored the
need of dedication to voca-
tional excellence and  aspi-
ration for perpetual im-
provement in education and
training.

The NSU team, under
the dynamic leadership of
Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Mukhtar, convened for
their second ISATCOVE
meeting.

The session high-
lighted the university’s stra-

tegic vision, with Prof. Dr.
Mukhtar remarking,
“ISATCOVE aligns with
our mission to provide
high-quality, responsive
education that meets the
needs of students and the
broader community. By
adopting this tool, NSU
aims to improve training
delivery and become a rec-
ognized leader in skills edu-
cation excellence.”

The webinar also fea-
tured profound insights
from Team Leader Prof. Dr.
Ishtiaq Ahmad, whose ex-
pertise enriched the discus-
sion.

His emphasis on a
customized approach to
ISATCOVE usage illus-
trated how VET centers
could meticulously evaluate
specific facets of their op-
erations. Equally pivotal
was Ms Spogmai Shahab’s
contribution as NSU’s Fo-
cal Person for ISATCOVE.

Her efforts are central
to ensuring NSU leverages
ISATCOVE’s full potential,
driving continuous im-
provement and excellence in
vocational training pro-
grams.

ISATCOVE operates
through a framework of 23
criteria: teaching and Learn-
ing, Partnership and Coop-
eration, and Governance
and Funding.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ira-
nian Ambassador Reza
Amiri Moghadam ex-
pressed deep gratitude to
the Pakistani people, po-
litical figures, and govern-
ment for their condolences
and unwavering support
following a devastating he-
licopter crash that claimed
the lives of Iran’s President
Seyed Ebrahim Raisi, For-
eign Minister Hussain
Amirabdollahian and other
companions.

Addressing a condo-
lence reference the other
day, Ambassador Reza said
the Islamic world was col-
lectively grieving this pro-
found loss, with millions
participating in funeral
prayers across various cit-

ies to honour President
Raisi’s memory. He said the
unprecedented turnout re-
flected the immense respect
and admiration President
Raisi garnered through his
leadership and services to
the nation. He said Presi-
dent Raisi, often the subject
of international propaganda
and criticism, chose not to
retaliate through official
media channels, instead, his
actions and steadfast dedi-
cation to the Islamic
Ummah spoke volumes.

Ambassador Reza said
President Raisi’s significant
gestures, such as defending
the Holy Quran at the
United Nations amidst des-
ecration controversies and
vocally supporting Pales-

tinian rights while oppos-
ing Western policies, solidi-
fied his status as a beloved
leader. “His principled
stance on global issues of-
ten disregarded the reper-
cussions on Iran’s foreign
policy, prioritizing religious
and moral commitments,”
he added. He said the Ira-
nian foreign minister, who
also perished in the crash,
was lauded for numerous
diplomatic successes and
his contributions played an
important role in elevating
Iran’s international standing
and fostering key alliances.

Ambassador Reza said
initial reports indicated that
the tragic incident occurred
due to adverse weather
conditions.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI)
concluded a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
with the Yunus Emre
Enstitusu, Turkiye for fur-
ther strengthening its inter-
national collaboration here on
Wednesday. The MoU sign-
ing ceremony included the
participation of the Turkish
Ambassador, Mehmet
Pacaci; Coordinator of Yunus
Emre Enstitusu; Turkiye,
Dr Halil Toker, Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan in Ankara;
Dr Yousaf Junaid, Director
General ISSI,  Ambassador
Sohail Mahmood; Director
CAMEA, Amina Khan;
and Team CAMEA, a news
release said.

While giving her intro-
ductory remarks, Amina
Khan said that this MoU is
a testament to the long-
standing relationship be-
tween Pakistan and
Turkiye which is built on

mutual respect and shared
history. Collaboration be-
tween ISSI and the Yunus
Emre Enstitusu is a step to-
wards further enhancing as
well as opening new av-
enues for cultural and aca-
demic cooperation between
the two countries.

Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood, in his remarks,
welcomed the conclusion of
the MoU stating that it will
lead to further fortifying the
relationship which goes
back centuries and is under-
pinned by cultural and reli-
gious affinities as well as
shared history. He added
that Pakistan and Turkiye
are two indispensable part-
ners and that initiatives such
as these further reinforce the
efforts of the two govern-
ments to further deepen their
multifaceted partnership. He
concluded by saying that ef-
fective implementation of
this MoU will provide a
range of opportunities.

AIOU hold
Int’l moot

on “Ijtehad
Bilmaqasid”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
“To solve social problems,
everyone must change their
thinking so that we can
promote a peaceful and
civilized society free from
intellectual chaos”, said Vice
Chancellor, Allama Iqbal
Open University (AIOU),
Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood
on Wednesday.

Speaking at the open-
ing session of three-day in-
ternational conference on
“Ijtehad Bilmaqasid” Dr.
Nasir said that the new
problems are arising rap-
idly, and we have the way
of Ijtihad for the solution
in Islam, which explain the
causes to the people with
reason. Vice Chancellor em-
phasized that in these three
days, the participants and
speakers will come up with
recommendations on this
topic for the guidance of
institutions, scholars and
researchers working on
Ijtihad. Dean, Faculty of
Arabic and Islamic Studies,
Prof. Dr. Mohyuddin
Hashmi, highlighted the
aims and objectives of the
conference, stating that this
is the first conference on
this topic in Pakistan. Over
100 articles were submitted
for the conference, and ap-
proximately 50 foreign and
local scholars and teachers
are participating.

I’abad Police education
float actively providing
awareness to citizens
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Police’s education wing
float continues its aware-
ness campaign on traffic
rules and road safety
through a float.

According to the de-
tails, following the special
directions of Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi, the Islamabad Police
has launched an awareness
campaign on traffic rules
and road safety in the fed-
eral capital.

As part of this initia-
tive, a special education
float from the Islamabad

Traffic Police is actively
providing awareness about
road safety and traffic regu-
lations in various markets,
and other important loca-
tions in Islamabad.

Using an SMD screen
installed on the float, a large
number of citizens were in-
formed in the markaz of
sectors G-7, G-9, G-10, F-
7, and F-10. SSP Traffic
Muhammad Sarfraz Virk
also issued special direc-
tions to the Education
Wing.

Trained officers on
the float are using their pro-
fessional skills to educate
citizens about traffic laws.

IRSA releases
334,200

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Wednes-
day released 334,200
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
375,500 cusecs. According
to the data released by
IRSA, water level in River
Indus at Tarbela Dam was
1467.86 feet and was 69.86
feet higher than its dead level
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam was
recorded as 150,900 cusecs
and 151,500 cusecs respec-
tively. The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1186.00 feet,
which was 136.00 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet.

Workshop on
‘AI’ held at

Ministry of IT
ISLAMABAD (Online): A
Workshop on Artificial In-
telligence (AI) was held at
Ministry of IT and Tele-
communication on Wednes-
day. The Workshop
organised by Microsoft was
aimed at to create awareness
regarding AI use in day to
day affairs and shed light on
AI role in government affairs.
Secretary IT Captain (Retd)
Muhammad Mahmood, Ad-
ditional Secretary Aisha
Humera Moriani, Member
IT Syed Junaid Imam, Mem-
ber Telecom Muhammad
Jahanzeb Rahim, heads of
attached departments of
MoITT and officers at-
tended the workshop.
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First steps
It is, without doubt, a positive
development. The chief minis-
ter of KP seems to have
reached an arrangement that
will allow him to stick to his
party’s politics while he works
with Islamabad on matters re-
lated to the governance and ad-
ministration of his province.

In the context of present-
day politics in Pakistan, this is
no mean feat. There has been
considerable tension between
the centre and KP — the only
province where the PTI man-
aged to seize power and form a
government — ever since the
general elections.

From reserved seats to pro-
vincial funds, an electricity
supply crisis and non-invita-
tion to the Special Investment
Facilitation Council meetings,
Peshawar has clashed bitterly
with the government in
Islamabad, demanding that its
‘rights’ be restored and that it
be given a seat at the table.
However, from recent develop-
ments, it appears that the fed-
eral and provincial govern-
ments have finally managed to
break the ice.

On Saturday, KP Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur finally
attended the SIFC meeting to
which he had previously not
been invited, and it seems to
have gone well. The federal in-
formation minister later issued
a glowing appraisal of the de-
velopment, stating, “I think
today’s meeting was held in a
very cordial atmosphere with
great positivity […] I think the
good thing is that a message
of unity was sent after today’s
SIFC meeting that the centre
and the provinces are on one
page.”

Mr Gandapur, too, described
it as “a very good meeting”,
while iterating that his
province’s resources should
benefit both its residents and
the larger country. He promptly
apprised his party chief, Imran
Khan, of the discussion in a
visit to Adiala Jail. Then, on
Monday, the KP chief minister
also managed to reach an un-
derstanding with the ministers
of interior and power over his
province’s power issues, sig-
nalling a shift away from his
government’s confrontational
stance.

Both parties said they had
arrived at a mutually accept-
able solution to address pro-
longed load-shedding in the
province, which seems to be
rooted in rampant power theft.
Signalling his commitment to
mobilising his own party to
lead the initiative, the KP CM
revealed that the federal gov-
ernment, too, would play a part
by extending some relief and
relaxations. When asked what
prompted the sudden thaw, Mr
Gandapur deftly explained that
his discussion with the two
representatives of the federal
government was a negotiation
between institutions rather
than a parley between indi-
viduals or the politics they rep-
resented.

This is a commendable ap-
proach. There is no reason why
ordinary people should suffer
because of the differences be-
tween their leaders. It is ma-
ture of the KP government to
set aside its differences for the
good of its people, and one
hopes that this small change
will pave the way for bigger
things.

World War III? Termination limits
Mahir Ali

The president of Ukraine
has lately devoted a great
deal of his energy to solic-
iting international atten-
dance at a supposed peace
conference scheduled to be
held in Switzerland in mid-
June. He is particularly
keen on the participation
of Joe Biden and Xi
Jinping. Vladimir Putin
has not been invited.

Kyiv’s idea is to per-
suade the Global South to
ditch its purported neu-
trality and help persuade
Moscow to end the war it
launched more than two
years ago. Convincing
China to reassess its align-
ment with Russia would
be the biggest prize, but
that is almost certainly out
of reach for now — the
same could probably be
said about the bulk of na-
tions economically (or po-
litically) reliant on China
or Russia.

Thanks largely to
China and India, among
others, as well as a
stepped-up military in-
dustry,  the Russian
economy has not tanked
because of Western sanc-
tions: earlier this year, the
IMF predicted a 3.2 per
cent growth rate, higher
than what lies in store for
Britain, France and Ger-
many. What’s more, many
of the Western imports
coveted by the Russian
elite that helps to sustain
Putin flow in via Dubai
and other such entrepôts.
It is unlikely that recent
Western initiatives to de-
ploy frozen Russian as-
sets in the aid of Ukraine
will make much difference.

Nor can a peace con-
ference that excludes Rus-
sia produce a meaningful
result. Putin would not
anyhow have accepted an
invitation without an em-
barrassing Swiss assur-
ance of immunity for the
duration of the conference,
given the International
Criminal Court’s warrant
against him from last year
for the war crime of trans-
ferring Ukrainian children

to Russia. It could even be
argued that he has commit-
ted far worse crimes both
within Russia and on its
periphery. What stands
out, however, is the West-
ern hypocrisy in hailing
Putin’s indictment while
placing Benjamin
Netanyahu — whose re-
gime has slaughtered chil-
dren, rather than trans-
porting them to Israel —
on a pedestal of impunity,
and hence immunity in the
face of an ICC warrant.

It would appear that
the Western-designed
‘rule of law’ applies
chiefly to Russia and
China. The US and its
close allies are exempt
from this much-bally-
hooed standard of
civilisation. A vengeful kill-
ing spree by Israel appar-
ently does not violate
those norms. An Interna-
tional Court of Justice in-
junction against deadly
operations in Rafah can-
not be supported, even
though it echoes similar
suggestions by the US and
many of its allies — per-
haps because they had fac-
tored in the unlikelihood
of the Netanyahu admin-
istration heeding their
pleas.

Were the West so in-
clined, switching off mili-
tary supplies to Israel
would help to stem the
hostilities in Gaza and the
West Bank. Ukraine is a
far trickier proposition.
For all its foibles, Kyiv
isn’t the aggressor.
Russia’s historical para-
noia about influence, infil-
tration or aggression from
the West, even when com-
bined with EU and US ef-
forts to woo Kyiv, cannot
even begin to justify its
military assault and the
subsequent war of attri-
tion.

Fortuitously, the at-
tempted invasion initially
went badly for Russia, but
lately the tide appears to
have turned — to the ex-
tent that the US and Nato
are considering openly de-
ploying ‘military trainers’
within Ukraine, and Wash-

ington is debating whether
to allow US-supplied
weapons to target Russian
territory. That seems like
a potent recipe for facili-
tating a third world war,
regardless of who lobs the
first missile.

Putin has lately
purged his defence hierar-
chy, ostensibly on grounds
of corruption (and incom-
petence). Volodymyr
Zelensky has done the
same now and then, re-
cently purg-ing his per-
sonal bodyguard amid
suspicions of a plot to as-
sassinate him as a gift to
Putin on the eve of the
latter’s umpteenth inaugu-
ration as president. Such
indications serve as a re-
minder that both countries
have much in common,
beyond the historical con-
nections absurdly exagger-
ated by Putin and crudely
under-emphasised by
Kyiv’s rulers.There have
been indications that some
territorial concessions —
Crimea and the Donbas re-
gion, for instance —
would quench Putin’s
thirst for expansion. Back
when the Soviet Union
was intact, which region
belonged to which con-
stituent republic did not
matter much. Potential
geographical disputes
ought to have been settled
before the USSR split up
in 1991, but the Russian,
Ukrainian and Belarusian
architects of its demise
were in too much of a
hurry to worry about such
niceties. Among others, Xi
Jinping and Pope Francis
both reckon that reason-
able territorial concessions
would be an acceptable
price to pay for peace.
Reports suggest that
Donald Trump — once
and, appallingly, possibly
the future US president —
does not disagree.
Zelensky and most other
Ukrainians would under-
standably question the
idea of rewarding aggres-
sion. But is there a fea-
sible alternative for ensur-
ing more Ukrainians don’t
perish?  -- Courtesy Dawn

Parvez Rahim
There is an acute miscon-
ception that employers in
Pakistan possess an un-
restricted right to hire and
fire their workers. The
phrase ‘hire and fire’ is
used primarily to denote
the employers’ unfettered
right to sack workers. On
the other hand, the idea
of unlimited hiring is laud-
able as it provides em-
ployment to the popu-
lace.

The ‘right’ to any-
thing is only derived from
the law and not assumed
by people. In labour laws,
the provisions relating to
the termination of work-
ers’ employment are gov-
erned by the Industrial
and Commercial Employ-
ment (Standing Orders)
Ordinance, 1968. Follow-
ing the devolution in
2010, this ordinance was
re-enacted and promul-
gated by all the provinces
but with minimal amend-
ments. SO 1 (Section 2)
classifies the workman in
six categories: permanent,
probationers, badlis, tem-
porary, apprentices and
contract worker. SO 12
provides the mode of ter-
mination of workmen
other than the apprentices
and the contract workers.

A probationer is
provisionally employed
for a period of three
months to fill a perma-
nent vacancy. A badli is
appointed in the post of
a temporari ly absent
workman. A temporary
workman is engaged for
provisional work, which
is scheduled for comple-
tion within a nine-month
period. The apprentice-
ship conditions are gov-
erned by the Apprentice-
ship Ordinance, 1962, in-
cluding the termination of
contract.  The contract
worker works on a con-
tract basis for a specific
period but the law is si-
lent on his termination
before the stipulated pe-
riod ends.

Under SO 12 (2), the
services of temporary

workmen, badlis and pro-
bationers may be termi-
nated without  notice.
However, the written or-
der of termination should
explicitly state the reason
for the action taken. SO
12 (5) provides that the
services of a permanent
or a temporary workman
shall not be terminated on
grounds of misconduct
“otherwise than in the
manner prescribed in SO
15”.

SO 12 also contains
the provision for ‘termi-
nation simplicitor’ in cer-
tain conditions. The ser-
vices of a permanent
workman may be termi-
nated for “any reason
other than misconduct”
with a month’s notice or
payment of one month’s
salary in lieu of the no-
tice. In Punjab, Sindh and
KP, the employers are re-
quired to pay a month’s
salary,  whereas in
Balochistan,  three
months’ salary has to be
paid.

Contrary to  what
the title implies, it be-
comes difficult for the
employers to invoke ‘ter-
mination simplicitor’ as
there is little reason to do
so other than for miscon-
duct. However, termina-
tion on the pretext of mis-
conduct, carried out in
the garb of termination
simplicitor, is reversed by
the labour court and the
petitioner reinstated.

SO 12 also stipulates
that “a workman shall be
entitled to receive the
amount standing to his
credit in the provident
fund, including the contri-
butions of the employer
to such fund, even if he
resigns or is dismissed
from service”.

SO 15 is the most im-
portant provision of the
ordinance of 1968 with a
list of offences constitut-
ing misconduct. A work-
man accused of miscon-
duct is required to ex-
plain the charges lev-
elled against him. If the
employer is not satis-
fied with the explana-

tion, he will ask the lat-
ter to appear before a
domestic  inquiry and
his services will only be
terminated if the com-
plaint against him is de-
clared valid.

The ordinance also
prescribes procedures
for the closure of estab-
lishment (SO 11-A) and
retrenchment of work-
ers (SO 13). In the case
o f  c lo su r e ,  t h e
empl-oyer cannot ter-
minate more than 50 per
cen t  o f  th e  workmen
without  prior permis-
s io n  fro m th e lab our
court. In the context of
retrenchment, the em-
ployer is  to  retre-nch
th e  l a s t  p e r s o n  e m-
ployed in a category.

While the aforesaid
t e rms  p ro ve  th a t  t h e
employers do not have
unrestrained powers to
terminate the services
of thei r  workers ,  ag-
grieved personnel face
numerous impediments
in their pursuit of rein-
statement. At the outset,
they need a lawyer con-
ve r san t  wi th  l ab o u r
cases and laws to pur-
sue their cases before
the court.  People who
have never  witnessed
th e  fu n c t io n in g  o f
courts are often fearful
of appearing before a
judge. Besides, cases are
ad jou rn ed  frequ ent ly
for various reasons.

Since 2018, I have
visited the court 10 to 15
times for cross-examina-
tion by the petitioners’
lawyers on my affidavit
filed before the court,
but this is yet to take
place. Such inordinate
delays may not cause any
difficulties for resource-
ful  managements,  but
victimised parties suffer
immensely as the pro-
cess is expensive and time
consuming. Therefore,
only the expeditious de-
livery of justice can pave
the way for labour litiga-
tion to become conse-
quential and beneficial
for wronged employees.
-- Courtesy Dawn

The approaching verdict

Case of the missing poet

Rafia Zakaria
The case against former
US presiden t  Donald
Trump is set to conclude
soon. Once closing argu-
ments by both sides have
been presented the case
will be handed to the 12-
member Manhattan jury
who will decide if Trump
is  gu i l ty o f the 34
charges of falsification of
business records. These
decep t ions  revolve
around al legations of
Trump ordering his attor-
ney to pay hush money
to Stormy Daniels in ex-
change for her silence
about her sexual encoun-
ter with the former presi-
dent. If Trump is found
guilty, he will become the
first former US president
to become a convicted
felon. He will also be-
come the first American
to run for president as a
felon. Because this is a
criminal case, it is pos-
sible (though unlikely)
that Trump will go to jail.

As is well known,
this is just one of the
many cases  that  have
been filed against the
former president since
the last election. Many
would have imagined that
another case, such as the

one which involves di-
rect election interference,
and that has been filed by
dis tr ic t  at torney Fani
Willis in Georgia, would
have been the one that
would have gone to trial
and produced a verdict
prior to the election.

Other charges in-
volving Trump’s incite-
ment to insurrection also
have a greater bearing on
his actual conduct and
the events of Jan 6, 2021.
Relative to those cases,
this one is less serious
since the falsification of
business records while a
criminal offence is hardly
as serious as asking some-
one to alter election re-
sults by ‘finding’ votes.

However, at the end
of the day, a felon is a
felon, and a felon is what
Donald Trump will be if
the jury of 12 New York-
ers decides that the pros-
ecution has met its bur-
den of proof and shown
beyond reasonable doubt
that the former president
did, in fact, order his at-
to rney to  pay hush
money to Daniels and
then lied about it on his
business records.  The
prosecution’s main wit-
nesses, Stormy Daniels
herself and the attorney

Michael  Cohen ,  per-
formed well on the wit-
ness stand. While the de-
fence was able to poke
some holes into the cred-
ib i l i ty o f  at to rney
Michael Cohen, it is un-
clear if this helped, be-
cause the  fact  that  a
shady character  l ike
Cohen would be Trump’s
attorney boosts the per-
ception that Trump was
doing shady things. Simi-
larly, Daniels was able to
hold her own on the stand
despite protracted ef-
forts by Trump’s attor-
neys  to  h igh light  her
work in the sex industry
as the basis for her lack
of credibility.

Then there is  the
jury. Following threats
from Trump supporters
and others during jury se-
lection, many were de-
terred from serving on
the panel. Some selected
jurors asked to be ex-
cused after people, likely
Trump suppor ters ,
found all their personal
information, including
home addresses and tele-
phone numbers, and re-
leased it on the web. It
goes without saying that
the 12 people and the
two alternats that have
agreed to serve on the

jury are a gutsy bunch.
In general, Manhattan,
from where they have
been selected, is a Demo-
cratic stronghold, where
people have above-aver-
age education and are
likely to dislike Trump
and his politics. If this
holds true, i t  is quite
likely that Trump will be
found guilty.

At the same time,
during jury selection, the
defence was able to get
in older and seemingly
more conservative jurors
on the panel .  The
defence’s hope and that
of most Trump support-
ers is that one of them
will refuse to accede to a
unanimous verdict.  In
the US, if a unanimous
verd ict  cannot  be
reached, then there is a
hung jury.

This means that the
case has to be tried again.
Whether or not this will
happen  depends  no t
only on the defence’s cal-
culations (regarding the
allegedly conservative
and possibly pro-Trump
jurors) being correct but
also whether a juror can
hold their own against the
pressure  of 11 o ther
people persuading them
to change their  mind.

Jury rooms are high-pres-
sure environments, and,
in most cases, it is true
that hold-out jurors are
convinced into changing
their minds and going
along with the majority.
At the same time, this is
no ordinary defendant,
nor is this an ordinary
case.

As far as the impact
of a guilty verdict on the
upcoming US presiden-
tial election is concerned,
matters are largely un-
clear.

It has been said that
Trump,  who i s  al so
rumoured to have been
falling asleep during the
five-week trial, has been
unhappy that more of his
suppor ters  have no t
shown up to protest out-
side the courtroom.

This could be be-
cause Manhattan is just
very far from red state
Trump country: in these
parts, it does not matter
whether or not Trump is
convicted; he will win
there regardless.

The battle is likely
to be fought in swing
states, where suburban
middle-class voters may
see voting for a convicted
felon as something they
simply cannot  b ring

themselves to do. At the
same time, it is possible
that the high cost of gro-
ceries and continuing in-
fla t ion  has  so tu rned
American voters away
from President Joe Biden
that they will hold their
nose and vote for a crimi-
nal anyway.

All of this prompts
the question of whether
it is ever worthwhile to
try former presidents for
anything; the taint of the
proceedings being politi-
cally motivated reduces
the credibility and legiti-
macy of convictions and
ends up bolstering the
former leader’s popular-
ity.

Others would argue
that there are gradations
in culpability and voters
can see the difference be-
tween  someone l ike
Trump who appears to
have been underhanded
and self-enriching in ev-
ery dealing, and someone
else who has been in-
dicted simply because
they failed to fulfil some
detailed protocol or pro-
cedure.

In the US, this will
be the moment where
such questions are pon-
dered, if not solved.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Zahid Hussain
Yet another case of alleged
enforced disappearance has
demonstrated the impunity
granted to certain forces in
the country, which consider
themselves above the law
in an increasingly repressive
dispensation. Ahmad
Farhad Shah, a Kashmiri
journalist and poet, was re-
portedly picked up from
his home in Islamabad a
couple of weeks ago and
has been missing since
then.

He is the latest addi-
tion to a long list of missing
persons, which highlights
the state’s worsening hu-
man rights record and in-
creasingly repressive na-
ture. Over the years, the
country has seen intelli-
gence agencies orchestrate
the abductions of dissi-
dents. There has been a
marked uptick in such cases
over the past few years,
with the hybrid administra-
tion becoming increasingly
coercive.

There has been in-
triguing inaction from the
administration over the fate
of the young poet who
dared to question the estab-
lishment. He was taken
away after the recent vio-
lent protests in Azad Kash-
mir that caused fatalities.

He had reportedly been fac-
ing harassment from the in-
telligence agencies for his
political views.

The case of the miss-
ing poet has drawn wider
traction after the Islamabad
High Court summoned the
officials of the ISI, MI, IB,
the federal law minister and
the secretaries for interior,
defence and law to appear
for the next hearing. Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani, the
senior puisne judge of the
IHC, also ordered the live-
streaming of all cases per-
taining to missing persons
to “facilitate public aware-
ness and understanding of
important legal issues”.

It has certainly been a
bold decision by an increas-
ingly assertive superior ju-
diciary, which has been de-
fying pressure from the in-
telligence agencies. The
court order has also sharp-
ened the clash between the
judiciary and the establish-
ment-backed dispensation.

The case of Ahmad
Farhad Shah has brought
the issue of enforced dis-
appearances in the country
to the fore once again.
Scores of cases of missing
persons have been pending
before the courts. Many of
the abducted have been
missing for years. The
number of missing persons

in the country runs into the
thousands. Little is known
about their whereabouts.
Notwithstanding the
government’s claim that it
is committed to finding a
solution to the problem,
unlawful detentions have
not stopped. Fifty-one
cases of enforced disap-
pearances were reported
last year alone.

Over the past one
year, we have also seen PTI
leaders from Punjab and KP
being abducted and later re-
leased after being forced to
change their political alle-
giance. Many who were
picked up have been lan-
guishing in detention for
months without trial. The
enforced disappearance of
the Kashmiri poet is a glar-
ing example of the
government’s continuation
of such unlawful acts. So
much for the government’s
democratic credentials.

What is happening
these days is not an isolated
phenomenon; it is a symp-
tom of shrinking democratic
space in the country, with
the ‘legitimacy’ of hybrid
rule being increasingly ques-
tioned. The rule of law
seems to have completely
collapsed as intelligence
agencies appear to have
been given a free hand.

An increasingly inse-

cure PML-N-led govern-
ment, struggling to sustain
its rule, has taken draconian
measures to completely
stifle freedom of expression
in the country. Recently, it
placed restrictions on the
coverage and reporting of
court proceedings. The lat-
ter are also focusing on po-
litical and missing person
cases. These are the same
political parties that, when in
the opposition, claimed to be
championing democratic
rights and the rule of law. The
federal government’s latest
move to regulate social media
seems to be a part of the ef-
fort to curb freedom of ex-
pression. The Punjab Defa-
mation Bill, 2024, passed re-
cently, is one of the blackest
laws in the country’s recent
history, and reminiscent of the
era of authoritarian rule.

Despite strong protest
by civil society and media
organisations, the Punjab
provincial government
pushed through the bill on
the pretext that it was
aimed at curbing fake news
and criticism of state insti-
tutions. There are no two
views that there is a need
for a rules-based and more
responsible media. But the
way the controversial defa-
mation law has been drafted
reflects sinister designs.
Defamation in the bill has

been loosely defined as the
“publication, broadcast or
circulation of a false or un-
true statement … which in-
jures or may have the effect
of injuring the reputation of
a person or tends to lower
him in the estimation of oth-
ers…”. So, any criticism of
the government and the un-
lawful action of security
agencies defined under the
new law becomes a crime.

While the government
claims that the law is meant
to provide legal protection
from false, misleading, or
defamatory publication, it is
being seen not only as an
infringement on the freedom
of the press but also as a
means to clamp down on the
political opposition.

It gives sweeping au-
thority to tribunals set up
by the government to pros-
ecute anyone it deems to be
against the security forces
and other state institutions
without giving them legal
recourse. Such a draconian
law has not been enforced
even under the worst mili-
tary rule. In fact, it provides
protection to illegal and un-
constitutional actions by
the establishment and gov-
ernment. Curiously, Punjab
is the only province to have
passed a defamation bill.

While the controver-
sial bill is still waiting to be

signed by the governor for
it to be promulgated into
law, the Punjab government,
led by Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, has al-
ready decided to initiate le-
gal action against former
prime minister Imran Khan
and some other PTI leaders
“for building hate-narrative
against the state institu-
tions”. This makes it appar-
ent that the defamation law
is to be used as a tool to
suppress the opposition
and silence any voice of dis-
sent. How does criticism of
the establishment’s extra-
constitutional involvement
in political manipulation
become a criminal act? Simi-
larly, questioning the apex
court’s judgement cannot be
declared unlawful. In fact,
it is the harassment of
judges by the government
and establishment that is a
criminal act. Even before
the draconian defamation
bill, we saw poet Farhad
being abducted and the
judges facing pressure and
intimidation. The country is
in real danger of turning into
an authoritarian state. One
can only pity the PML-N-
led government that is vir-
tually signing its own death
warrant by imposing such
draconian laws that could be
used against its own politi-
cians in the future.
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PESHAWAR: A delegation of representative of South Waziristan Angoor
Ada meeting with Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Faisal Karim Kundi.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over the
meeting of Education Department at Chief Minister House.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Information, Transport and Mass Transit,
Excise Taxation and Narcotics Control, Sharjeel Inam Memon being briefed
by officials during  inauguration ceremony of the New Biometric Vehicle
Registration System Counters, at Civic  Centre building in Karachi.

LAHORE: Khawaja Jalaluddin Rumi, a well-known
industrialist and former president Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Multan, Dera Ghazi Khan,
meeting with Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan at Governor House.

LAHORE: Members of Wapda Paigham Union are
holding protest demonstration for acceptance of
their demands, at Mall road in Lahore.

LAHORE: Members of Punjab Teachers Union
(PTU) are holding protest demonstration for rise
of salaries and pensions, outside Punjab Assembly
in Lahore.

LAHORE: Former Prime Minister Azad Kashmir
Raja Farooq Haider meeting with Speaker Punjab
Assembly Malik Muhammad Ahmed Khan.

Governor pledges
constitutional role for

betterment of province
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab
Governor Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan has reaffirmed
his commitment to play a
constitutional role for
betterment of the province.

During a meeting at
the Governor’s House with
delegations from the
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Sargodha, the
People’s Students
Federation (PSF) Punjab,
and the PPP Minority
Wing, he emphasised the
importance of setting aside
internal differences to

work tirelessly for the
country’s development
and stability. In his
address, the governor
welcomed the party
delegations, stressing that his
role transcends party lines
and that he serves all of the
province. He reiterated that
the Governors’ House
remains accessible to both
workers and the general
public. “The PPP holds its
workers in high esteem,” he
said, promising that the
issues raised by the
delegations would be
addressed promptly.

Key figures at the
meeting included General
Secretary PPP Central
Punjab Hassan Murtaza,
Information Secretary
Shehzad Saeed Cheema,
Tasneem Qureshi from
Sargodha, PSF President
Musa Khokhar, and Imran
Athwal and Edwin Sohotra
from the PPP Minority
Wing. The governor ’s
inclusive approach and
dedication to public service
were well-received by the
attendees, underscoring a
collective effort towards
the province’s progress.

Kundi directs establishment of
NADRA citizens facilitation

centres at tehsil level
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Faisal Karim
Kundi here Wednesday
directed the Director
General (DG) National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA)
Regional Head Office KP,
Khalid Inayatullah to
establish citizens
facilitation centres at tehsil
level to facilitate the local
population of the province.

The governor passed
these directives during a
meeting with DG NADRA
here at the Governor’s
House.

The meeting
discussed the ongoing
CNIC registration
campaign from NADRA

Mobile Van in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
NADRA services provided
to citizens including
issuance of CNIC and
attestation process. The
DG NADRA said that
every possible service is
being provided to the
citizens of KP at NADRA
offices and open katcheris
(open courts) for the
resolution of people’s
complaints are being
arranged in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Besides the
establishment of National
Registration Centre (NRC)
at Panyala in DI Khan, he
said that the upgradation of
the NRC at Paharpoor and
the setting up of a new

NRC at Khasoor would
provide the best possible
services to the area people.

The governor directed
the establishment of
passport offices at
NADRA Offices in KP.

The governor said
residents of rural areas
especially senior citizens
and women were
confronted with problems
in the renovation and
registration of CNICs and
emphasized mobile
registration services in the
morning and evening in
rural areas. He also directed
the simplification of
collective services
including the acquisition of
identity cards of NADRA
to facilitate people.

Governor presides meeting
to review progress on

PSDP projects in Sindh
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori presided over an
important meeting related
to the ongoing PSDP
projects in the province on
Wednesday. Federal
Minister Dr Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui and
officers concerned were
present in the meeting.

Governor was briefed
on the progress of the
projects while obstacles in
the completion of these
projects were also
discussed.

Governor asked the
authorities concerned to
present him report about
PSDP projects of the
province with special
reference to projects
underway in Hyderabad
district.

Kamran Tessori asked
the offices concerned to
ensure timely completion

of these projects and
obstacles must be removed
at all cost.

Tessori said he will
soon visit the project sites
to review progress of the
ongoing projects and also
witness the completed
schemes.

Governor vowed that
all possible cooperation
will be extended for timely
completion of the PSDP
projects.

Governor was briefed
that efforts were afoot to
ensure timely completion
of these schemes so that
people could be benefitted.

Federal Minister Dr
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui,
Chief Engineer PWD
Mehmood Alam, Said
Rehman Khan, Amir Rafiq
Memon, Faraz Saleem,
Imran Shams and others
were also attended the
meeting.

Minister says:
Entrepreneurship to

fortify economy,
empower women

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for School
Education Rana Sikandar
Hayat has said promotion
of entrepreneurship is
necessary for
empowerment of women
and stability of the
country’s economy.

He was addressing the
15th post-graduate
students’ conference,
organised by the Punjab
University Institute of
Education and Research on
the theme of ‘Education
for Entrepreneurship’ at
Waheed Shaheed Hall, here
on Wednesday.

Punjab University
(PU) Vice Chancellor (VC)
Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood,
IER (Institute of Education
and Research) Director
Prof Dr Tariq Mehmood,
Conference Secretary Iffat
Alvi, senior faculty
members, researchers and

a large number of students
were present.

In his address, Rana
Sikandar said that in
Bangladesh, India and
Malaysia, women were
brought forward in every
sector to develop the
country. He said that
students must learn to use
technology to promote
entrepreneurship. He said
that 64 per cent of
Pakistan’s population
consisted of youth; if they
were provided with skills
along with education, they
could take the country far
ahead.He said Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif was working day
and night for development
of youth and women. He
said that for the high
quality of education in the
country, it was necessary
to make education free
from politics.

WB Mission reviews
progress on SRP, SFERP Pakistan, China ties

strengthening with every
passing day: KP Minister

Civil Services Academy
initiates ‘Heat wave

mitigation campaign’

Edu ministry shows serious
concerns over schools destruction

in merged districts of KP

Motorway chowk blocking case:

Court extends interim bail
of Ali Amin Gandapur

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister of Local
Government and Regional
Development Arshad
Ayub Khan on Wednesday
said that China was a
trusted friend and
neighbour of Pakistan.

“The 73-year bilateral
ties between the two
countries are strengthening
with every passing day,” he
said during a ceremony held
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
house in Islamabad in
connection with the 73-
year Pakistan-China
Friendship Association.

The minister said that
Pakistan should learn from
China’s experiences for
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c
development, adding that
China has been Pakistan’s
largest trading partner for
eight consecutive years and

a network of development
projects was being laid
between Pakistan and
China under the China
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

He said both
countries share boundaries
and good relations between
the two nations. The
student exchange program
would further provide
opportunities to the youth
besides bringing them
closer. The minister said
that there were vast
investment opportunities
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and invited Chinese
investors and companies
to tap the opportunities.
On the occasion, the
Chinese Consul General in
Pakistan said that China
was currently working on
more than 40 projects in
Pakistan.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Rawalpindi
Faisal Rashid has extended
interim bail of Ali Amin
Gandapur Chief Minister
( CM) KP till June 11 in
the case registered against
him for blocking
motorway chowk in
connection with reception
of former Chairman PTI,
interference in government
affairs and others clauses.

The court adjourned
the hearing of the case on
the exemption plea of the
accused.

During the hearing of
the case Muhammad Afzal
advocate counsel for Ali

Amin Gandapur took the
stance in written plea that
his client cannot appear in
the court due to his
engagements with
reference to budget and
government affairs.
Therefore, exemption from
attendance is needed.

The court while
accepting the plea
adjourned the hearing of
the case till June 11.

It is pertinent to
mention here Naseer Abad
police had registered case
on March 19 last year
under sections, 186m 149,
148, 341 and 188 of
Pakistan Penal code against
Ghulam Sarwar Khan.

Establishment of South
Punjab Secretariat marks
new era of progress: ACS

LAHORE (APP): The
Community Development
& Environment Society of
Civil Services Academy
(CSA) has initiated the
‘Heat wave mitigation
campaign, aiming to
address the challenges,
posed by rising
temperatures. Two relief
camps have been set up as
part of the endeavour, each
serving a dual purpose of
providing refreshments
and disseminating vital
information on preventive
measures.CSA Director
General Farhan Aziz
Khawaja, Director PS Sadiq
Chohan led the campaign
which was arranged by
Community Development
& Environment Society
President Talha Rafiq
Alam, General Secretary
Dr. Aleena Shakeel Nagra

and under-training
assistant commissioners,
here on Wednesday.

The inaugural camp,
located at The Mall road,
was made possible through
a collaboration with Pearl
Continental Hotel. At this
site, volunteers distributed
a range of beverages,
including Lemon Mint,
Rooh Afza, Leach, Water,
and other cooling drinks, to
individuals passing by.
Simultaneously, they
engaged with the public,
offering education on heat
wave prevention strategies.

A second relief camp
was established the Hall
Road, in collaboration with
the Hall Road Traders
Union, where similar
efforts were undertaken to
provide relief to the
community.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training has drawn the
urgent attention of Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
Peshawar regarding the
destruction of schools by
terrorists in newly merged
districts and demanded
prompt action against the
menace of terrorism.

In a letter written to
the Chief Secretary KP,
the Federal Secretary
Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training has expressed

grave concern over the
recent incidents of
destruction of schools in
the newly merged districts
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
“It is particularly
disheartening to note that
these heinous acts of
terrorism are
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y
targeting institutions
dedicated to girls’
education,” the letter said.
The federal government is
deeply alarmed by these
developments, which not
only endanger the lives of
our children but also
threaten the progress.

MULTAN (APP): A
delegation comprising
members of the business
and farming communities
on Wednesday met
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS) South Punjab, Fuad
Hashim Rabbani.

The delegation was
led by Malik Khalid
Bhutta, President of Qaumi
Tajir Ittehad South Punjab,
and Abdul Ghafoor Babar,
District President Kisan
Ittehad, Muzaffargarh.
Other members included,
Maqbool Khokhar, Ishfaq
Malik, Iqbal Khan and
others. ACS, Rabbani
highlighted that the
establishment of the South

Punjab Secretariat marks a
new era of progress and
development in the region.
He emphasized the focus
on agricultural development
and increasing literacy rates
to eradicate poverty.
Rabbani said that the
recommendations from
international organizations,
discussed during the Deep
Dive Conference, were
being implemented to
eradicate of poverty. He
lauded the School
Education Department
South Punjab for its unique
initiatives in education,
which he described as a
source of pride for the
Secretariat.

Ministers rush
to Khanewal

on CM’s orders
after children

died of measles
KHANEWAL (APP): In a
quick response to Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam
Nawaz Sharif’s orders, two
provincial health ministers
rushed to a Basic Health
Unit (BHU) in Kot Haq
Nawaz, district Khanewal
on Wednesday to collect
details regarding deaths of
some children due to
measles and review level of
facilities to plug chances of
further spread of the
disease in the area.

Punjab Minister for
Specialized Healthcare and
Medical Education
Khawaja Salman Rafiq and
provincial Health Minister
for Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Khawaja Imran
Pervaiz, accompanying
Secretary Health Ali Jan,
visited BHU Kot Haq
Nawaz where they
enquired into the matter
pertaining to deaths of
some children due to
measles. They promised
action against more
officials if found negligent
in course of inquiry.

Dacoit killed,
constable
injured in

police encounter
FAISALABAD (APP): A
dacoit was allegedly killed
while a police constable
sustained injuries during an
encounter in the area of
Mansoorabad police
station.

Police spokesman
Talish Abbas Jutt said here
on Wednesday that dolphin
force team signaled three
suspects riding on a
motorcycle near Abadi 80
Murabba Chak No.203-
RB on Sheikhupura Road
late Tuesday night but the
accused opened fire and
injured a constable Ali
Raza Cheema. The dolphin
team called police help
through wireless message
as the accused had managed
to escape towards
Nishatabad. On receiving
information, a police team
rushed to the spot and
chased the accused. The
police encircled the
outlaws near Sabina Town
Sheikhupura Road and
directed them to surrender
but the criminals once
again opened fire on the
police party.

3 killed over
domestic
dispute

SARGODHA (APP): At
least three people were in
firing over a domestic
dispute in Kot Momin
police station precincts,
here on Wednesday.

R e s c u e - 1 1 2 2
Emergency Officer Mazhar
Shah said that 25-year-old
Maratib, son of Nawaz,
22-year-old Ali Shehbaz,
son of Shehzad and 17-
year-old Bilal Muneer, son
of Muneer Ahmed,
resident of Dera Shiekh
Saleem, Chak No. 66-SB,
had a dispute over on some
domestic matters. During
exchange of harsh words,
they started firing on each
other, which resulted in
their death on-the-spot.

01 killed,
6 injured over
land dispute

BUREWALA (APP): A
person was killed while six
others including a woman
sustained injuries over
brawl between two groups
on land dispute in limits of
Saddar police.

According to details,
there was a two kanal land
dispute between Lagrial
community in Chak No
457/EB on which one
group consisted of over 20
armed persons including
Malik Asghar Lagrial,
Ehsan Langrial, Muzamil,
Farooq and others attacked
on opposite group.

They opened firing
and allegedly killed
Muhammad Shahzad
Langrial and injured
Manzoor Ahmad.

KARACHI (APP): A
World Bank Mission has
noted with satisfaction
that the possibility of
flood from Manchhar Lake
has been substantially
reduced by 70% due to the
increased number of
discharge gates from 5 to
12 at the Aral Wah head
regulator which would help
in enhancing the discharge
from 12,000 cusecs to
52,000 and would help to
bring the level of lake
down from two inches to
one foot in twenty-four
hours. According to a
spokesman of the Sindh
Flood Emergency
Rehabilitation Project
(SFERP), the WB team

was informed on
Wednesday that the level
of embankment has also
been raised by another two
feet throughout its stretch
of 30 kms which is also
widened from twenty feet
to thirty feet.

The World Bank
mission is here in Karachi
on three days visit to
review the progress on two
ongoing projects, the Sindh
Resilience Project and
Sindh Flood Emergency
Rehabilitation Project,
funded by the Bank and
this first meeting was held
with PIU irrigation
component officials to
review the activities
undertaken so far.

LGH launches special
Measles Helpline

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore General Hospital
(LGH) has established a
helpline to assist patients
with measles.

Citizens can reach out
to the helpline at
0 4 2 9 9 2 6 8 8 7 7 /
04299268816 from
8:00am to 8:00pm for
guidance and preventive
measures from the
hospital’s medical staff.

Ameer Uddin
Medical College (AMC)
Principal Professor Al-
Fareed Zafar inaugurated
the helpline on Wednesday.

He emphasized the
importance of this service

in light of recent media
reports about measles
cases. Following these
reports, senior doctors
from PGMI, led by Prof
Al-Fareed, visited Baba
Bulhe Shah District
Hospital in Kasur. They
examined children in the
Gynecology and Pediatric
Wards and provided
parents with crucial
information on preventive
measures. Prof Al-Fareed
Zafar highlighted that, as
per the instructions of
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz, medical facilities
are being extended to
people’s doorsteps.

CTD conduct
province-wide

search operations,
detain 8 suspects
KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD), in
collaboration with Pakistan
Rangers Sindh, the Special
Branch and local police
conducted targeted search
operations across various
cities in the province.

According to a CTD
spokesperson on
Wednesday, data of 435
individuals was reviewed
using the Talash app
during these operations.
Additionally, around 200
vehicles were inspected
and searched.

The operations
resulted in the detention of
eight suspects linked to
criminal activities, who
were subsequently handed
over to the local police for
further action.

ANF recovers
178 kg drugs in
eight operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
eight operations across the
country managed to
recover 178 kg drugs and
arrested three accused, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Wednesday.

He informed that 11
kg ice was recovered from
a parcel sent to Australia
from a courier office in
Jhelum.
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Thar Coal: A game changer for Pak energy and economy

Jam Kamal says:
Govt all set to resolve rising

production costs, industry issues

Pakistan eyes on ramped-up
CPEC cooperation with China

to grow local economy

Pak consul general discuses
with New York mayor need
to boost trade, investment

Ahsan honoured by APO for
outstanding contributions
to socio-economic develop.

Punjab govt to offer better
incentives to Chinese
investors: Ch Shafay

Malaysian HC for
enhancing bilateral

trade up to $12b

Speakers call for removing
bottlenecks for promoting

oil, gas sectors

Southwest China
launches new

air cargo route
to Pakistan

BEIJING (APP): A new air
cargo route was launched
linking southwest China’s
Guizhou Province and
Pakistan’s largest city
Karachi.Marking the
official start of the air route,
an all-cargo plane carrying
6 tonnes of freight,
including clothing,
electronic products and
other commodities, took
off from Guiyang, capital
of Guizhou, on Tuesday
morning and arrived in
Karachi in nearly six hours,
Xinhua reported. The
plane will return to Guiyang
loaded with blue crabs from
Pakistan, according to the
Guiyang Customs. This is
the first air route linking
Guizhou and Pakistan, and
it is also the first air freight
route connecting the
province with a Belt and
Road Initiative country.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
two ships, Maersk Valencia
and PVT Venuscarrying
Container and Chemicals,
berthed at Container
Terminal and Engro
Terminal respectively on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile three
more ships, Atlantic Ibis,
MSC Positano and Milaha
Raslaffan carrying
Container and LNG also
arrived at outer-anchorage
of the Port Qasim on today.

A total of 09 ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them a Bulk
cargo carrier‘Sunny Bay’
left the port on today
morning while five more
ships, Sea Steller, Atlantic
Ibis, PVT Venus, Blue Bird
and Maersk Valencia are
expected to sail on today
afternoon. Cargo volume of
122,894 tonnes,
comprising 94,347 tonnes
imports cargo and 28,547
tonnes export cargo carried
in 2,106 Containers (1,348
TEUs Imports and 758
TEUs export) was handled
at the port during last 24
hours.

Rupee sheds
10 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Wednesday lost 10 paisa
against US Dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.40 against
the previous day’s closing
at Rs 278.30.

According to the
Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
Dollar in the open market,
however, were Rs 277.25
and Rs 280 respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 11 paisa to
close at Rs 301.73 against
the last day’s closing.

FPCCI calls for a
growth-oriented budget
2024-25 for trade, industry

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan addressing during his visit to Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

QUETTA: A delegation of Zhob led by President Anjuman Tajiran Zhob
Hakeem Khan Mandokhail meeting with Governor Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail.

NEW YORK (APP):
Pakistani Consul General
in New York, Aamer
Ahmed Atozai, Tuesday
held “fruitful” discussions
with City’s Mayor Eric
Adams that focused on the
potential for increasing
trade and investment
between Pakistan and New
York, one of the biggest
and wealthiest American
city.

The two officials met
during a breakfast hosted
by Mayor Adam for foreign
consuls at his residence.
The event was organized
by the Society of Foreign
Consuls in New York, a
signature organization
uniting foreign consuls in
world largest consular

corps.
“Our discussions

were productive,” Atozai,
the Pakistani consul
general, said after his
exchange of views with the
mayor.

“We are committed to
deepening our cooperation
in various sectors to benefit
both our communities,”  he
added.

New York City, a
metropolis of 8.8 million
people, hosts the United
Nations Headquarters and
is often called the ‘world
capital’.

Consul General
Atozai expressed his
appreciation for the
opportunity to discuss key
issues with Mayor Adams.

BEIJING (APP): Chinese
experts said that the
continuously strengthened
cooperation in the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) under the
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) is poised to foster
greater economic
development momentum
in Pakistan. It will also
create new market potential
for Chinese businesses.

The remarks were
made as China and Pakistan
recently unveiled five new
corridors under CPEC,
while Pakistani officials
have reportedly expressed

hope to revitalize
cooperation within the BRI
framework to bolster the
country’s stagnating
economy.

The identified five
new corridors for the
second phase of the CPEC
include the Growth
Corridor, the Economic
Development Projects
Corridor, the Innovation
Corridor, the Green
Corridor, and the Regional
Connectivity Corridor.

At a high-level
meeting, Federal Minister
Ahsan Iqbal highlighted the
revival of projects in

Gwadar and the newly
identified corridor
programs were the latest
progress made under
CPEC, which he hailed as
a milestone in Pakistan-
China friendship.

, laying a robust
foundation for bilateral
cooperation.

C h i n a - P a k i s t a n
economic cooperation is
being upgraded across a
number of sectors. It is
expected the next stage of
bilateral ties will focus on
agricultural technology,
infrastructure upgrades,
and quick-win projects.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a
meeting of the Agriculture Department, held at CM House in Karachi.

MULTAN: Secretary Agriculture, South Punjab
Saqib Ali Ateel addressing a seminar on “Mango”
at Mango Research Institute.

PESHAWAR: A large number of people purchasing
sacrificial animals from Cattle Market at Ring
Road.

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan has said
that the government has
devised a well-tailored,
well-thought-out and
doable strategy to
overcome rising production
cost issue for the sake of
promotion of
manufacturing sector in the
country.

“A conducive
business environment
would be ensured to cut

unemployment and
promote the SMEs (Small
and Medium Enterprises),”
he said while talking to the
business community here
at Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) on Wednesday.

He said that it was the
responsibility of the
Ministry of Commerce to
maintain contact with the
business community to
understand and resolve
their issues. He

emphasised that the
government’s top priority
was addressing challenges
related to trade, export,
import, manufacturing, and
tariff competitiveness.
Additionally, issues like
circular debt, the IMF
conditions, and the
inefficiency of various
institutions, which burden
consumers, needed to be
tackled. He promised that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had guaranteed the

involvement of relevant
stakeholders in addressing
economic issues. LCCI
President Kashif Anwar
welcomed the Minister and
highlighted the challenges
being faced by the business
community including
inflation, depreciating
currency, rising costs of
electricity, gas, fuel, high-
interest rates, MDI
charges, axle load laws, and
increased cargo delivery
charges.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Malaysian High
Commissioner to Pakistan
Mohammad Azhar Bin
Mazlan Wednesday said
that the current volume of
bilateral trade between
both countries stood at
$1.8 billion as compared to
its existing potential of $12
billion annually.

Addressing the
businessmen at the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), he said that the
current volume of trade
between the two countries
was less than the mutual
trade potential and that
ICCI can play a significant
role in its advancement,
said a press release.

There are many

opportunities for
development in the halal
industry in Malaysia and
Pakistan, in which the
private sector of both
countries should play their
full role by taking tangible
steps, he said adding that
his country would extend
full cooperation to
Pakistan to become a
regional hub of halal
industry.

He said that currently,
over 5,000 Pakistani
students were studying in
Malaysian universities and
an Islamic environment was
available for Pakistani
students in Malaysia,
especially the female
students who can continue
their education there with
full religious freedom.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI)
Wednesday called for a
growth-oriented budget
2024-25 for the trade and
industry and also
prioritised export-led
growth.

The FPCCI
suggested the government
tax reform for broadening
the tax base to revive the
businesses in the country
and also urged the
government to hold
thorough consultations
with all stakeholders
including the business
community on the
upcoming federal budget.

Chairman FCCPCI
Capital Office, Karim Aziz
told APP here that in
consultation with the
business community

across Pakistan, FPCCI
has finalized its budget
proposals, which have
been sent to the relevant
ministries and called upon
the government to
incorporate them in the
federal budget 2024-25.

He said that their
implementation would
address the key issues of
trade and industry,
facilitate better growth of
business activities,
improve tax revenue of the
government and help in the
revival of the economy.

He stressed the need
for reforming and
simplifying the taxation
system in consultation
with the real stakeholders.

The senior business
leader said the private
sector wanted to
supplement the
government’s efforts.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Thar coal is emerging as a
transformative force for
Pakistan’s energy sector for
economic stability and
development across the
nation. This initiative is
not only poised to
eradicate darkness and
bolster the economy but
also provide a base for
substantial progress in
various sectors including
health, education, women’s
economic empowerment,
green revolution and
livestock development.

The Vice President of
Site Operations at Sindh
Engro Coal Mining
Company (SECMC) for
Thar Coal Block II Azhar
Malik shared that out of
Pakistan’s total 185 billion
tons of coal reserves, 175
billion tons are located in
Tharparkar district of
Sindh. He highlighted that
from just two blocks of
Thar coal, approximately

2,640 MW of electricity is
being added to the national
grid. Initially, Block II
produced 3.8 million tons
of coal annually, generating
660 MW of electricity.
This output is doubled to
7.6 million tons, producing
1,320 MW and by the end
of 2024, production is
expected to reach 11.4
million tons, adding 1,960
MW to the national grid,
combined, these two
blocks will contribute
about 3,280 MW.

Malik emphasized
the economic benefits,
noting that Thar coal could
save Pakistan $8 billion
annually by generating
cheaper electricity. By
transitioning power plants
from imported coal to Thar
coal, the nation could save
$1.5 billion annually.
Similarly, shifting the
cement industry to Thar
coal could save $1.8 billion.
In case of a natural gas

crisis, Thar coal could be
used to produce gas,
potentially saving $4
billion by transitioning urea
fertilizer plants to Thar
coal. He said that when we
started this project, the
cost of electricity from the
annual production of 3.8
million tonnes of coal was
Rs 35 per unit, which has
now reduced to Rs 24 per
unit after the gradual
increase in production
capacity. The further this
price will decrease in the
next stage. He said that the
price of electricity
generated from furnace oil
is Rs 49 per unit, while the
price of electricity
generated from RLNG is
Rs 51 per unit, similarly,
electricity generated from
imported coal is Rs 41 per
unit. He added that the
increase in coal mining
capacity is likely to reduce
the cost of electricity to Rs
20 per unit or less.

Malik said that
unfortunately this project
started a little late, adding
that timely implementation
could have significantly
improved the nation’s
current economic and
energy conditions. He
explained that Thar coal
could provide electricity at
20 PKR per unit, benefiting
both domestic and
industrial users.

He said that the
country’s electricity
demand reaches 35,000
MW in summer, but we
have such large reserves of
coal that we can generate
100,000 MW of cheap
electricity from it for 200
years. At present, we are
gradually increasing the
capacity of the coal mines,
through which we will be
able to increase the power
generation to meet the
domestic needs and also
reduce the foreign exchange
burden on imports.

Dastgir says:

Inflation to come down
gradually, drastic measures
to cut high electricity prices

SCCI president for
implementation of safe
city project on priority

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiative Prof Ahsan Iqbal
received an award from the
Asian Productivity
Organization (APO) Kuala
Lumpur for his outstanding
contribution to socio-
economic development
efforts through policy,
strategic thinking, effective
leadership and
management.

He received the award
at the 66th meeting of the
Governing Body of the
Asian Productivity
Organization in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia as the
organization includes 21
countries, including
Pakistan, said a press
release issued by the
Ministry of Planning

Development and Special
Initiatives.

He was awarded for
his achievements during all
his tenures as federal
minister, implementing
innovative projects to
increase productivity in
Pakistan through
international networks.

Ahsan Iqbal
formulated progressive
policies and regulations
that contributed
significantly to Pakistan’s
productive agenda and
overall development. The
award recognizes
individuals who have made
exemplary contributions
to improving national or
regional socio-economic
productivity through their
work, inspiring ideas, and
influence, it added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz senior leader
Engineer Khurram Dastgir
Khan Wednesday claimed
that inflation would
gradually come down in the
country and drastic
measures including
improvement in power
supply system, setting up
cost effective energy plants
and functioning of solar
projects to reduce
electricity prices soon for
benefiting people.

Talking to PTV news,
he said that the effective
policies of Pakistan
Muslim League-N led
government were resulting
in improvement in the

economic conditions.
He said the price cut

in bakery products would
also be implemented
immediately and would be
applicable on all brands and
local bakery products,
adding, all possible
measures are being taken to
provide affordable and
quality food to the public
and the government will
ensure the reduction in the
prices of food.

Replying a question,
he said that Kisan (farmer)
Card will also a milestone
step in moving towards
modern agriculture and
would “transform and
change” Pakistan, adding,
Punjab government.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Industries,
Commerce & Investment
Chaudhry Shafay Hussain
has assured All Pakistan
Textile Mills Association
(APTMA) of offering
better incentives to attract
Chinese investors to boost
apparel exports through
industrial parks in the
province.

“A mechanism is
being evolved to ensure  no
change in policy
irrespective of the coming
in or going out of any
government,” he said,
adding that the Punjab
government would also
ensure full scale security
for the Chinese investors
working in the province.

He visited APTMA
Lahore office along with
the provincial
government’s delegation
including Javed Iqbal,
Chairman PIEDMC, Jalal

Hassan Chief Executive
Officer Punjab Investment
Board, and Asif Ali
Farrukh, DG Industries to
get a briefing on the
proposed industrial parks
in Punjab. APTMA
(North) Chairman Kamran
Arshad, Senior Vice
Chairman Asad Shafi, Vice
Chairman Ahmed Shafi,
former Chairman of the
Association Abdul Rahim
Nasir, Executive member
Anjum Zafar, Muhammad
Ali and Secretary General
Mohammad Raza Baqir
welcomed the delegation
on the occasion.

The Minister
informed that Punjab Chief
Minister has recently set
up a high-powered
committee to examine and
understand the best
practices across the world
in general and Bangladesh
in particular for the
establishment.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers at a
conference while
highlighting the importance
of deregulation of the
petroleum sector, on
Wednesday stressed the
need for removing
bottlenecks for promoting
oil and gas sectors in the
country.

They were of the
view that all stakeholders,
government and regulators
should set together and
devise a concrete strategy
in the larger national
interest of the country.

The Oil and Gas
Conference Pakistan
(OGCP-2024), organized
by Energy Update in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Energy

(Petroleum Division) and
the Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (OGRA).

Speaking on the
occasion, Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) Chairman
Masroor Khan said that
OGRA was providing
facilities to the industry
through OGRA regulatory
framework.The OGRA
was also assisting the
industry to cope with the
emerging challenges, he
added. He said there were
180 terminals in the
country and stock for 20
days was available.

The regulator had also
received several
applications for setting up
CNG gas stations, he
added.

PESHAWAR (APP):
President, Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) Fuad Ishaq on
Wednesday offered full
cooperation to provincial
government, police and law
enforcement agencies for
execution and
implementation of the Safe
City project in an effective
manner and on priority
basis to maintain law and
order in provincial
metropolis.

In an official
statement issued here,
Fuad Ishaq expressed
concerns over rising crime
incidents, street crime,
killing, looting, snatching
at gunpoint  and
deteriorating law and order
situation in provincial
capital said it was highly
essen t i a l  t o  p r o v id e
p eace  an d  conducive
atmo sph ere  fo r
flourishing business and
commercial activities.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Trade and Industry Chaudhry Shafey Hussain addressing
industrialists belong to textile sector at APTMA house.
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US presses for probe,
says ground operation

in Rafah not warranted

Unrepentant Israel kills 21
in strike on another camp

Monitoring Desk
RAFAH: Another str-ike
on a camp for displa-ced
Palestinians claimed 21
lives on Tuesday, tanks
rolled through the centre of
the southern Gaza city,
which has been a refuge for
those fleeing Israeli bom-
bardment.

The tank strike in Al
Mawasi came a day after a
similar deadly attack on a
separate tent city in Rafah
set off a fire that killed 45
people, incinerating many.
Sunday’s strike had
prom-pted global outrage
and even let to Israeli lead-
ers expressing some re-
morse about their actions.

However, Tuesday’s
attack indicated that Israel
has no intention of chang-
ing course or abiding by an
International Court of Jus-
tice ruling to stop the of-

Israeli incursion could halt
Rafah’s last functioning

hospital, says WHO
Israeli tanks were reported
to have advanced into the
centre of Rafah.

He said that in the case
of a “full incursion”, a con-
tingency plan involving
treating patients in a string
of ill-equipped field hospi-
tals “will not prevent what
we expect: substantial ad-
ditional mortality and mor-
bidity”.

Israel’s three-week-
old Rafah offensive stirred
renewed outrage after an
airstrike on Sunday ignited
a blaze in a tent camp in a
western district, killing at
least 45 people.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Urging
Israel to conduct a thorough
investigation into a tent city
bombing and uphold its
obligations under interna-
tional humanitarian law, the
US on Tuesday said it
didn’t believe a major
ground operation in Rafah
was warranted.

White House spokes-
person John Kirby main-
tained that the Israeli strike
that killed dozens of Pales-
tinians in Rafah did not
cross a “red line” set by
President Joe Biden.

“We still don’t believe
that a major ground opera-
tion in Rafah is warranted.
We still don’t want to see
the Israelis, as we say,
smash into Rafah with large
units over large pieces of
territory. We still believe
that and we haven’t seen
that at this point,” he told
reporters at a White House
briefing.

“As a result of this
strike on Sunday I have no
policy changes to speak
to,” he added. “It just hap-
pened. The Israelis are go-
ing to investigate it. We’re

Iran’s Khamenei seeks
trusted hardliner to replace

Raisi in June vote

Volcano in
Iceland erupts
for fifth time

since December
Monitoring Desk

COPENHAGEN: A volcano
in southwestern Iceland sent
glowing hot lava shooting
more than 50 metres into the
air on Wednesday, its fifth
eruption since December and
the most powerful one since
its volcanic system became
active three years ago. Au-
thorities had warned of the
risk of renewed volcanic ac-
tivity in the area just south
of the capital Reykjavik as
studies showed magma ac-
cumulated underground. The
eruption began shortly after
the end of an eight-week long
eruption that occurred be-
tween Hagafell and Stora-
Skogfell on the same
Reykjanes peninsula.

The lava fountains
reached 50 metres (164 feet)
high and the length of the
fissure was around 3.4 km,
Iceland’s Met Office said in
a statement.

“The first assessment
of scientists is that the be-
ginning of this eruption is
more powerful than in pre-
vious eruptions,” the office
said.

Flights continued as
usual at Reykjavik’s
Keflavik Airport, according
to the airport’s website.

The fiery spectacle
underlines the challenges
faced by the island nation
of almost 400,000 people
as scientists have warned
that repeated eruptions are
possible in Reykjanes for
decades or even centuries.

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Iran fires the start-
ing gun this week on an elec-
tion to replace President
Ebrahim Raisi, whose death
in a helicopter crash could
complicate efforts by the
authorities to manage a task
of even greater consequence
- the succession to the su-
preme leader.

Once seen as a pos-
sible successor to Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, Iran’s
ageing ultimate decision-

maker, Raisi’s sudden death
has triggered a race among
hardliners to influence the
selection of Iran’s next
leader.

Khamenei, 85, seeks a
fiercely loyal president in
the June 28 election to run
the country day-to-day and
be a trusted ally who can
ensure stability, amid
manoeuvring over the even-
tual succession to his own
position, insiders and ana-
lysts say.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: A World Health
Organisation official said on
Tuesday the last hospital
in Rafah could stop func-
tioning and a substantial
number of deaths could be
expected if Israel launches
a “full incursion” into the
southern Gaza city.

“If the incursion
would continue, we would
lose the last hospital in
Rafah,” Richard
Peeperkorn, the WHO rep-
resentative for Gaza and the
West Bank, said on the side-
lines of the World Health
Assembly in Geneva, as

Mines, unexploded
ordnance a daily

menace for
Afghanistan’s

children
Monitoring Desk

GHAZNI: The black mush-
room cloud had barely faded
in Ghazni province before
kids clustered around the
edge of the crater created by
the mine, one of the devices
that kills a child every other
day in Afghanistan.

Afghans have been
able to return to fields,
schools and roads since the
Taliban authorities ended
their insurgency and ousted
the Western-backed gov-
ernment in 2021.

fensive in Rafah.
In the latest blood-

shed, a Gaza civil defence
agency official said 21
people were killed in an
“occupation strike targeting
the tents of displaced
people” in west Rafah.

In Rafah, residents and
a Palestinian security source
said Israeli tanks had now
penetrated the heart of the
southern city. At least 12 of
the dead were women, ac-
cording to medical officials
in the Palestinian enclave.
But Israel’s military later
said in a statement: “Con-
trary to the reports from the
last few hours, the IDF (Is-
rael Defence Forces) did not
strike in the Humanitarian
Area in Al-Mawasi.”
Tuesday’s incident in Al-
Mawasi occurred in an area
designated by Israel as an
expanded humanitarian

RAFAH: A man stands amid scattered belongings of displaced Gazans at a
tent camp destroyed by an Israeli strike in the southern Gaza Strip.

going to be taking great in-
terest in what they find in
that investigation. And
we’ll see where it goes from
there.” Kirby told report-
ers Tuesday that there was
a real danger that Israel
could become further iso-
lated from the international
community with the man-
ner in which it is conduct-
ing operations.

“So this is of con-
cern, clearly, because it’s
not in Israel’s best inter-
est,” Kirby said.

“And it’s not in our
best interest for Israel to
become increasingly iso-
lated on the world stage.”

Meanwhile, in his first
official briefing since the
Rafah attack and the Inter-
national Court of Justice
(ICJ) ruling that called on
Israel to halt its offensive
in the area, State Depart-
ment spokesperson Mat-
thew Miller faced a barrage
of questions concerning
both issues.

Some reporters re-
ferred to the charred bod-
ies discovered in the Pal-
estinian encampment in
Rafah.

Pope apologises
after homophobic

slur
Monitoring Desk

VATICAN CITY: Pope
Francis, widely quoted as
having used a highly
dero-g-atory word to describe
the LGBT community, did
not intend to use homopho-
bic language and apologises to
anyone offended by it, the
Vatican said on Tuesday.

“The Pope never in-
tended to offend or exp-ress
himself in homophobic terms,
and he apologises to those
who felt offended by the use
of a term reported by others,”
Vatican spokesman Mat-t-eo
Bruni said in an emailed state-
ment. Italian media had re-
ported on Monday that
Francis used the Italian
term “frociaggine”, roug-hly
translating as “faggotness”.

Baby found
dead in stricken

Italy-bound
migrant boat
Monitoring Desk

LAMPEDUSA: The body
of a five-month-old baby
was found on Tuesday
when some 85 migrants
heading for Italy from Tu-
nisia were rescued from dis-
tress at sea, according to a
witness. The infant girl, her
mother and 4-year-old sis-
ter were in an unseaworthy
boat laden with migrants that
had set off from Sfax in Tu-
nisia two days earlier bound
for Italy, according to char-
ity group SOS Humanity.
SOS Humanity workers
aboard its “Humanity 1”
vessel found many of the
migrants exhausted and suf-
fering from seasickness and
fuel burns as they were res-
cued before dawn.

zone. Israel had urged Pal-
estinian civilians in Rafah,
including around one million
displaced by the almost
eight-month-old war, to
evacuate there when it
launched its incursion in
early May.

In central Rafah, tanks
and armoured vehicles
mounted with machineguns
were spotted near Al-Awda
mosque, a city landmark,
witnesses told Reuters.

The Israeli military
said its forces continued to
operate in the Rafah area,
without commenting on re-
ported advances into the
city centre. Witnesses in
central Rafah said the Is-
raeli military appeared to
have brought in remote-
operated armoured ve-
hicles and there was no im-
mediate sign of personnel
in or around them.
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QUETTA: Advisor for Women Development Depart-
ment, Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi. Meets with the
World Health Organization (WHO) delegation led
by Dr. Asfandyar Sherani.

KUALA LUMPUR: Planning Minister Prof. Ahsan Iqbal receiving the APO
Meritorious and Distinguished Award 2024 by the Asian Productivity
Organisation (APO) in Malaysia.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister, Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani exchanging views with Younas Aziz
Zehri, Opposition Leader in Balochistan Assem-
bly during meeting held in Quetta.

QUETTA: APCA Balochistan activates hold pro-
test rally in favor of their demands.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Planning and
Development, Mir Zahoor Ahmed Baledi listening
the problems of citizens, at Civil Secretariat.

KALAT: Home Minister Mir Ziaullah Lango presiding over a meeting regarding development projects and law and order situation

QUETTA: Deputy Director PID Abdul Salam Nassar
presenting shield to Prof. Shereen Khan on eve of
seminar regarding “Prevention of Fake News” or-
ganized by Press Information Department Quetta

Federal Minister for Communications, Investment Board and Privatization, Abdul Aleem Khan address-
ing an International Conference in Dushanbe.

Pakistan ready to cooperate with regional
countries in economic, trade sectors: Aleem
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister of Com-
munications, Investment
Board and Privatization
Abdul Aleem Khan, who is
on visit to Tajikistan, held
a meeting with Prime Min-
ister Kokhir Rasulzoda in
Dushanbe and discussed
with him matters of bilat-
eral relations and important
issues.

While welcoming the
federal minister, the Prime
Minister of Tajikistan
Kokhir Rasulzoda reiter-
ated that the doors of

Tajikistan will always be
open for bilateral coopera-
tion for Pakistan, said a
press release issued here on
Wednesday.

Aleem Khan thanked
the Prime Minister of
Tajikistan and said that the
two countries are histori-
cally bound in religious and
cultural ties and in future
this relationship can be fur-
ther strengthened by the
promotion of trade activi-
ties.

Earlier, while address-
ing the International Con-

ference a t  Dushanbe,
t h e  f e d e r a l  mi n i s t e r
said that Pakistan was
ready to cooperate in
all kinds of economic
and business activities
in the region for which
practical work was be-
ing done to bring trade cor-
ridors to global standards
and connect them with
other countries.

He said that Pakistan
was working on digitizing
the “Silk Route Corridor”
especially for the countries
of Central Asia while also

ensuring the implementa-
tion of “Right to Monitor”
through satellite technology
on the roads under con-
struction.

Aleem Khan further
said that today is the era of
import and export, inter-
national trade is the guar-
antee of development for
which standard and spa-
cious roads will be con-
structed while for the coun-
tries of Central Asia, like
Karachi and Port Qasim,
Gwadar Port would also be
available.

Economy improves as
indicators stay positive

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the fiscal year 2023-24 is
nearing a close, the
economy of the country
has been showing signs of
resilience and growth as in-
dicated by key economic
indicators, the finance
ministry said in a recent re-
port released here Wednes-
day.

“As the fiscal year is
about to end, the economic
indicators demonstrate the
strengthening of stability in
the real, fiscal and external
sectors,” according to the
Monthly Economic Up-
date and Outlook for May
2024.

According to the re-
port, GDP growth is el-
evating while inflation rates
are on a decline with a posi-
tive primary balance, re-
flecting the effectiveness of
recent fiscal consolidation
efforts.

The economic perfor-
mance also indicates that ag-
riculture has been a major
contributor to this fiscal
year’s economic upswing,
registering a growth of 6.25
per cent. The agriculture
sector’s recovery is mainly
attributed to government
initiatives through im-
proved input supply and

increased credit disburse-
ment to farmers.

Large Scale Manufac-
turing (LSM) growth in
2024 Quarter 3, became
positive and is expected to
remain moderately positive
on average throughout the
second half of the current
fiscal year. It witnessed a
minor decline of 0.1 per
cent during July-March FY
2024 against the contraction
of 7.0 per cent same period
last year. During this period,
11 to 22 sectors witnessed
positive growth.

The Consumer Price
Index (CPI) inflation stood
at 17.3 per cent on a year-
on-year basis in April 2024
as compared to 36.4 per
cent in April 2023. The
major drivers include hous-
ing, water, electricity, gas &
fuel, perishable food items,
furnishing & household
equipment maintenance,
clothing, footwear and
transport.

On the fiscal front,
during July – March FY24,
the revenue growth out-
paced the growth in expen-
ditures. Within revenues,
both tax and non-tax collec-
tion grew significantly by
29.3 per cent and 90.7 per
cent, respectively.

Audio leaks case:

IHC stops telecom companies from
recording phone calls for surveillance

Speakers highlights critical role
of improved MHM in enhancing

women’s well-being

On UN Peacekeepers Day,
PM lauds Blue Helmets’
contributions to peace

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the world community ob-
served the International Day
of UN Peacekeepers on
Wednesday, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif paid tribute
to their services saying that
the UN missions had been
critical in maintaining peace
and protecting civilians in
conflict zones.

According to the
United Nations, since 1948,
more than two million uni-
formed and civilian person-
nel have helped countries in
transition from war to
peace. Today, more than
70,000 peacekeepers serve
in 11 missions deployed in
hotspots around the world.

Besides paying tribute
to the service and sacrifice
of peacekeepers, the Day

also honours more than
4,000 peacekeepers who
have lost their lives serving
for peace.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz expressed special
gratitude for the Pakistani
peacekeepers who had
made significant contribu-
tions. “230,000 military
personnel, including our
brave Pakistani female
peacekeepers, have made
the nation proud for 64
years of our commitment to
the UN peacekeeping.
Among these were 181
martyrs who sacrificed
their lives for global peace,
we also pay tribute to them.
Their selfless act of cour-
age and sacrifice will forever
be etched in our hearts,” he
wrote on his X timeline.

Governor assures to take practical
steps to resolve issues faced
by people of Zhob district

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail has
stated that we are well
aware of the issues of edu-
cation, health and clean
drinking water being faced
by the people of Zhob and
it’s adjoining areas and as
such we are determined to

resolve these issues very
soon.

The Governor was
speaking to a delegation
who called on him under
leadership of the President
of Anjuman Tajran Zhob,
Hakim Khan here on
Wednesday.

Speaking to the mem-
bers of delegation, Gover-

nor said that the people of
Zhob and it’s adjoining ar-
eas are facing numerous is-
sues due to lack of basic
facilities it is his desire and
endeavour to resolve the
issues of people of Zhob
and provide them basic fa-
cilities to them at their door-
step.

Earlier, the members
of delegation apprised the
Governor about the issues
and hardships being faced
by people of Zhob.

They said that certain
issues can be resolved by
giving status of Municipal
Corporation to Municipal
Committee and providing
natural gas to the area.

The Governor gave
patient hearing to the issues
and assured his every pos-
sible cooperation to resolve
the issues.

Vision of Shaheed BB still
alive: Deputy Speaker BA

Washuk bus accident
UoT mourns loss of two

esteemed faculty members

Ahsan honoured by APO for
outstanding contributions to
socio-economic development

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) while hearing the
petition against alleged
audio leaks of Bushra
B i b i  wi fe  o f  I mr a n
K h a n  a n d  N a j a m u l
Sa q i b  so n  o f  fo rmer
Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Saqib Nisar
has restrained telecom
companies from seeking
access to phone call or data
for surveillance.

The court also sum-
moned record of statistics
from federal government
about the conversation re-
corded secretly.

The court remarked if
apparatus of telecom com-
panies is used for illegal
surveillance then its respon-

sibility will rest with them.
Justice Babar Sattar of

IHC is hearing the case by
clubbing both of the peti-
tions.

At the inception of
hearing the court inquired
from counsel for Pakistan
Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) that PTA has
not filed reply.

The counsel said we
could not file our reply due
to holiday.

Later Additional At-
torney General (AAG)
Munawar Iqbal Dogal came
on rostrum.

Justice Babar Sattar
inquired it should be told
who records calls of citi-
zens and under what law.

AAG said PTA is au-

thorized to record calls un-
der section 54. The court
further inquired tell us the
law that under what law
PTA is conducting surveil-
lance. Under what section
PTA is conducting surveil-
lance. AAG replied they are
doing it through legal frame-
work.

The court remarked
whatever it is, tell us the
calls of citizens are being
recorded under what au-
thority. Don’t tell verbally.
Tell us formally. You should
tell us you have allowed
whom Who has given au-
thority that calls of people
be recorded.

Munawar Iqbal Dogal
said please give me some
time.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiative Prof Ahsan Iqbal re-
ceived an award from the
Asian Productivity Organi-
zation (APO) Kuala
Lumpur for his outstanding
contribution to socio-eco-
nomic development efforts
through policy, strategic
thinking, effective leader-
ship and management.

He received the award
at the 66th meeting of the
Governing Body of the
Asian Productivity Organi-
zation in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia as the organiza-
tion includes 21 countries,
including Pakistan, said a

press release issued by the
Ministry of Planning De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives. He was awarded
for his achievements during
all his tenures as federal
minister, implementing in-
novative projects to in-
crease productivity in Pa-
kistan through international
networks. Ahsan Iqbal for-
mulated progressive policies
and regulations that contrib-
uted significantly to
Pakistan’s productive agenda
and overall development. The
award recognizes individuals
who have made exemplary
contributions to improving
national or regional socio-eco-
nomic productivity.

Independent Report
TURBAT: Prof. Dr. Jan
Muhammad, Vice Chancel-
lor of the University of
Turbat (UoT), and the en-
tire UoT fraternity ex-
pressed sorrow with heavy
hearts over the unexpected
and tragic demise of two
esteemed faculty members,
Dr. Niamatullah Kakar, As-
sociate Professor, and Dr.
Amir Zeb, Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department of
Natural and Basic Sciences
and Director of the Office

of the Research, Innova-
tion, and Commercializa-
tion (ORIC), who tragi-
cally lost their lives in an
unfortunate road acci-
dent in the Washuk dis-
trict of Balochistan last
night.

Acknowledging their
contributions in his condo-
lence message, the Vice
Chancellor said that both
faculty members were not
only dedicated educators
and researchers but also pil-
lars of the university.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Deputy
Speaker Balochistan As-
sembly, Mrs. Ghazala Gola
has stated that although
Shaheek Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutti is not
present among us, but her
vision is still alive. The
Deputy Speaker
Balochistan Assembly was
speaking to the Chairper-
son Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP),
Mrs. Rubina Khalid who
called on her here at her
chamber on Wednesday.
During the course of meet-
ing, different matters were
discussed related to the
women rights and issues.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, the Deputy Speaker
said that she is pleased to
have meeting with the
Chairperson BISE

She mentioned that
the names of women were
not used to be written in
the periodicals in the prov-
ince, but today, the women
are serving at different
places in the province.

Mrs. Ghazala Gola
said that doors of her office
are open for everyone and
she welcomes all.

The Chairperson
BISP said that presence of
women in very essential.
She said that the women
work with extra zeal and
honesty in their profes-
sional lives.

QUETTA (APP): Speakers
on Wednesday highlighted
critical role of improved
Menstrual Hygiene Man-
agement (MHM) in en-
hancing women’s and girls’
well-being and they as-
serted on the collaborative
efforts to improve the lives
of millions of women and
girls of Balochistan.

To highlight the chal-
lenges pertaining to Men-
strual Hygiene (MH) faced
by women and adolescent
girls in Pakistan, the Men-
strual Health Management
Working Group
(MHMWG) Secretariat,
Balochistan held a special
event in connection with In-

ternational MH Day 2024.
This global event, cru-

cial for the well-being of
millions of women and girls,
was organized in collabora-
tion with GIZ, IRC, Mercy
Corps, UNICEF, UNFPA,
Water Aid, Qatar Charity,
Islamic Relief, and other
members of the MHM
Working Group. Officials
from relevant government
departments, including
Health and Education, along
with representatives from
diverse segments of society
such as academia, CSOs,
and media, participated in
the event.

Stressing the need to
raise awareness and educate

parents and adolescent girls
about Menstrual Hygiene,
Abdullah Khan, Secretary
Population, Balochistan,
said, “the stigma and igno-
rance related to MH can be
a serious health hazard.
Therefore, we need to edu-
cate society about safe
menstrual health practices
and make hygiene products
accessible to all menstruat-
ing women and adolescent
girls.” Chairperson
MHMWG, Dr. Tahira
Kamal informed the partici-
pants that the Working
Group has made critical in-
roads in raising awareness
and initiating a broader dia-
logue across Balochistan.

One-day workshop and
seminar on Fistula at

Teaching Hospital Loralai

Jamal Raisani
mourns tragic
bus accident
near Washuk

QUETTA (APP): The
leader of the Pakistan
People’s Party in
Balochistan, MNA
Nawabzada Jamal Khan
Raisani, has expressed deep
sorrow and regret over the
loss of lives resulting from
the Quetta-bound bus fall-
ing into a ditch near
Washuk.

In a statement,
Nawabzada Jamal Khan
Raisani said, “This tragic
incident has claimed the
lives of 24 people.”

He expressed deep
grief and condolences to the
affected families, urging the
government to investigate
the tragedy and hold those
responsible accountable.
Nawabzada Jamal Khan
Raisani also wished the in-
jured a speedy recovery.

PTA conducts
QoS survey
in 16 cities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA)
on Wednesday has con-
ducted an Independent
Quality of Service (QoS)
Survey in sixteen cities
across Sindh, Punjab,
Baluchistan, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to measure
the performance of Cellu-
lar Mobile Operators
(CMOs).

Survey routes covered
main roads, service roads,
and various sectors, with
2,270 kilometers traveled
per CMO over 60 days said
a news release. Mobile
handsets in auto-detect
mode were used for voice
calls, SMS, and mobile
broadband/data sessions.

The survey included
0.25 million mobile broad-
band tests, 45,000 calls and
SMS tests, and 0.13 million
Ookla speed tests using ad-
vanced QoS monitoring
tools, ensuring compliance
with NGMS licenses and the
Cellular Mobile Network
QoS Regulations 2021.

CPEC second phase to be
successful with best dividends

ahead: Sen Mushahid
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former Chairman Senate
Defence Committee, Sena-
tor Mushahid Hussain
Sayed on Wednesday said
the China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
project’s second phase
would be successful as its
best dividends would be
received in the coming
years. He was addressing
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Policy Institute
(SDPI) and the PCI jointly
organised high-level policy
dialogue on “Reforms
Agenda for CPEC 2.0: Op-
portunities and the Way
Forward” under its Green
CPEC Alliance.

Mushahid Hussain
said CPEC is the pillar of
the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) launched by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping which is
undoubtedly the diplomatic
and development initiative
of the century encompass-
ing Asia, Africa and be-
yond.

The BRI, he said has
brought nations of the
world together, whereas
CPEC is the manifestation
of Chinese confidence in

Pakistan as China came to
help Pakistan at a critical
stage when the country
barely had any other
nation’s support.

“Pakistan and China
want to be the regional hub
of connectivity from North
to South and East to West
that has contrasting visions
of connectivity and coop-
eration that includes all and
conversely there is a nega-
tive vision of new cold war
and curtailment, and we re-
ject that vision as 21st cen-
tury cannot support zero
minus sum vision. It’s con-
nectivity and CPEC is the
way forward. The next de-
cade will be more success-
ful as the best part of the
CPEC is yet to come,” he
said.

On this occasion, Ex-
ecutive Director, Sustain-
able Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), Dr Abid
Qaiyum Suleri said Paki-
stan and China can collabo-
rate for exploring the un-
tapped potential of “Green
Minerals” under the
CPEC’s second phase as it
is the future fuel of the
world.

LORALAI (APP): A one-
day workshop and seminar
was held at the Teaching
Hospital Loralai under the
auspices of the Fistula
Foundation and PNFWH
on Wednesday.

According to details,
the event was attended by
doctors, paramedics,
nurses, lady health work-
ers, lady health visitors, and
community midwives. The
seminar focused on raising
awareness about fistula, its
potential harmful effects,
treatment options, and the
available centers for its
treatment.

Provincial Coordinator
of the Fistula Foundation
PNFWH, Ashir Javed,
spoke about the objectives
of the project, treatment
methods, and training for
healthcare providers.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
Muhammad Usman from
the SOMNCH program in-
formed the participants
about the goals of the
MNCH program, health is-
sues faced by women and

children, challenges faced
by women during natural
disasters, and the steps
taken by the MNCH pro-
gram.

Assistant Professor
Dr. Safia Khan from the
Gynecology Ward of the
Teaching Hospital ad-
dressed the audience,
stating that fistula is a
severe disease but can
be treated if diagnosed in
time.

She noted that ap-
proximately 2 million
women worldwide suffer
from this debilitating con-
dition, which often leads to
social isolation.

In Pakistan, about
4,000 to 5,000 women are
affected by fistula, prima-
rily due to social inequali-
ties, outdated customs,
poverty, lack of education
and awareness, unavail-
ability of family planning
facili ties, shortage of
trained healthcare work-
ers, and absence of basic
facilities at the regional
level.

ASI shot dead
PESHAWAR (APP): Un-
known assailants on
Wednesday shot dead a
police Assistant Sub In-
spector (ASI) in the vicin-
ity of Sarband police sta-
tion.

Police said ASI, Haji
Ali Akbar, son of Akbar
Khan was on the way for
duty on his motorcycle
when unknown assailants
fired at him, killing him on
the scene.

Police said another
passerby also sustained
bullet injuries in the firing.
The martyred ASI Ali
Akbar was deputed at the
PAL office in Hayatabad.

LHC rejects
Fawad plea

for appearance
thru video link
LAHORE (Online): Lahore
High Court (LHC) has re-
jected plea of former fed-
eral minister Fawad
Chaudhry in connection
with his attendance through
video link in the cases regis-
tered against him in Punjab.
Announcing reserved judg-
ment the two members bench
of LHC led by Justice Farooq
Haider dismissed the peti-
tion of Fawad in connection
with his attendance.


