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Pakistan urges OIC
states to get united
for ceasefire in Gaza

Deputy PM voices Pakistan’s deep concern over
Israeli brutal military onslaught against Palestinians

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Sunday expressed
Pakistan’s deep concern
over Israel’s ongoing brutal
military onslaught against
the Palestinian people in
Gaza and the West Bank.
In the backdrop of the
genocide of Palestinians and
atrocities of Israeli forces, he
urged the OIC Member States
to work together for an imme-
diate and unconditional
ceasefire and uninterrupted
humanitarian assistance to the
besieged Palestinians.
Addressing the 15%
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) Summit
Conference in Banjul, the
capital of The Gambia, he

also expressed Pakistan’s
support for Palestine’s ad-
mission as a full member of
the UN, resumption of the
peace process for realiza-
tion of the two-State solu-
tion and establishment of a
viable, contiguous and sov-
ereign State of Palestine on
the basis of pre-1967 bor-
ders, with Al-Quds Al-
Sharifas its capital, Foreign
Office Spokesperson said in
a press release.
Highlighting Indian
atrocities in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK), especially after
India’s illegal and unilateral
actions of 5 August 2019, the
deputy prime minister and
foreign minister urged the
OIC to implement its Action
Plan on Jammu and Kashmir;

Federal Minister Jam Kamal Khan receiving A high-level Saudi business

delegation upon its arrival.

demand that India ends all
human rights violations; re-
lease Hurriyat leaders; and
reverse its illegal demographic
and other unilateral laws.

He appreciated the
OIC for its principled sup-
port for the Kashmir cause
and requested the OIC mem-
ber countries to use their in-
fluence for urgent resolution
of Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute as per relevant UN Se-
curity Council and the OIC
resolutions. Condemning
the rising trend of
Islamophobia and discrimi-
nation against Muslims in
various parts of the world,
the deputy prime minister
and foreign minister urged
the OIC to formulate a joint
strategy to work with glo-
bal social media platforms.

Nasir Shah says

Sindh Coal Authority
expert delegation
to visit China

Delegation will inspect china modern
gasification plant: Energy Minister

Independent Report
KARACHI: Sindh Minis-
ter for Energy, Planning and
Development Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah presides over
a high-level meeting on
Sindh Coal Authority in
which a detailed review of
the report received from
South Africa on the coal
sample of Tharcoal Block
Two was conducted. He
said that according to South
African experts, coal has
been declared very suitable
for gasification, fertilizer
gas and diesel can be ob-
tained from coal. He added
that Thar coal has been de-
clared the most suitable and
best for power generation
through gasification.

Nasir Shah said that a
delegation consisting of ex-
pert officers of the Sindh
Coal Authority will be sent

to China. He added that the
delegation will also take a de-
tailed look at the transfer of
technology, the decision of
the previous meeting to
make a policy of gasification
at the provincial level was
also considered in detail. It
was decided in the meeting
that energy minister Nasir
Shah will contact the federal
government regards the
policy of gas efficiency at
the provincial level. Secre-
tary Energy Department
Kazim Ali Jatoi and DG
Sindh Coal Authority Haq
Nawaz Shar gave a detailed
briefing in the meeting. Sec-
retary Energy Department
Kazim Ali Jatoi, Director
General Sindh Coal Author-
ity Haq Nawaz Shar and
Deputy Director Asif Mangi
and other officers also par-
ticipated in the meeting.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Energy and Plan-
ning & Development Syed Nasir Hussain Shah pre-

sides over a high-level meeting on the Sindh Coal

Authority (SCA).

IMF mission

likely to visit

Pak this month to discuss
new loan programme

KARACHI (INP): An In-
ternational Monetary Fund
mission is expected to visit
Pakistan this month to dis-
cuss a new programme, the
lender said on Sunday ahead
of Islamabad beginning its
annual budget-making pro-
cess for the next financial
year.

Pakistan last month
completed a short-term $3
billion programme, which
helped stave off sovereign
default, but the government
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifhas stressed the need

for a fresh, longer term
programme.

“A mission is expected
to visit Pakistan in May to
discuss the FY25 budget,
policies, and reforms under
a potential new programme
for the welfare of all Paki-
stanis,” the IMF said in an
emailed response to
Reuters.

Pakistan’s financial
year runs from July to June
and its budget for fiscal year
2025, the first by Sharif’s
new government, has to be
presented before June 30.

PM felicitates
Sadiq Khan on
his re-election as
Mayor of London

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday congratu-
lated Sadiq Khan on his
election as Mayor of Lon-
don for the third consecu-
tive term.

The prime minister
offered his heartiest felici-
tation to the newly elected
Mayor Sadiq Khan ‘on his
hat trick’, PM Office Me-
dia Wing said in a press re-
lease issued here.

As a hard-working
British Pakistani, he not
only raised the head of his
parents high but also made
every Pakistani to rejoice
his victory with pride, he
further observed.

The prime minister
further said that his re-elec-
tion for the third term also
indicated his popularity
and his devotion to public
welfare.

He also expressed his
best wishes for the future
success of Sadiq Khan.

PML-N invites
PPP to join

coalition Govt

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
PML-N has again con-
tacted the People’s Party to
join the coalition govern-
ment. According to media
reports, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz has con-
tacted via mutual friends
inviting the PPP to join the
government.

The PPP sources said
that the PML-N has re-
quested the party to join the
government prior to the
next budget. “The challenges
faced by the country could
not be tackled by a single
political party,” PML-N
said. “We want to guide the
country out of the crises by
joining hands with the
PPP,” ruling party said in
its message. “The PML-N
intends to present the bud-
get along with the People’s
Party”, sources said. The
ruling party has also asked
the PPP to submit its bud-
get proposals as partner in
the government”. According
to party sources, the PPP
didn’t yet convey its answer
to those who brought the
message. The PML-N re-
peatedly invited the PPP to
be the part of the govern-
ment scores of times,” PPP
sources earlier said.

BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Senator Mhammad

May
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Ishaq Dar addressing 15" OIC Islamic Summit Conference.

Sindh govt allocates
Rs 177.517m to enhance
police Mobility and strength

KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh government has ap-
proved a budget allocation
of Rs 177.517 million to
bolster the capabilities and
mobility of the provincial
police force. This decision,
announced following a
meeting of the Provincial
Cabinet chaired by Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah at
the Chief Minister’s
House, underscores the
government’s commitment
to enhancing law enforce-
ment efforts across the
province.

According to official
statement, Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah empha-
sized the imperative of col-
laborative action between
the police and other law
enforcement agencies to in-
tensify operations against
street criminals, raw mate-
rial robbers, and drug mafias
operating in Karachi and
throughout Sindh. He reit-
erated directives from Presi-
dent Asif Zardari to priori-

tize the restoration of law
and order during a crucial
meeting at the Chief Min-
ister House.

The Home Depart-
ment apprised the Cabinet
of ongoing efforts by vari-
ous law enforcement enti-
ties, including the Sindh
Police, Safe Cities Author-
ity, and Sindh Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory, to procure
vehicles essential for opera-
tional effectiveness. High-
lighting the urgent need for
vehicle procurement, the
Cabinet directed the Home
Department to allocate
funds for the purchase of
405 vehicles for the Sindh
Police, amounting to Rs
177.514 million.

CM Murad Ali Shah
commended his
government’s initiatives to
equip the police force with
advanced weaponry, ammu-
nition, competitive salary
packages, and vehicles to
enhance their stability and
mobility. He lauded the ef-

KARACHI: Governor Sindh mran Khan Tessori talking with UAE Ambas-

forts of law enforcement
personnel in restoring law
and order, expressing con-
fidence in their continued
dedication to public safety.

In addition to police
strengthening measures, the
Cabinet addressed public
welfare concerns, approv-
ing the release of funds to
sustain the People’s Bus
Service subsidy at a fare of
Rs 50 until June 30, 2024.
Furthermore, funds were
allocated to settle dues for
90 additional buses pur-
chased under the NRTC
scheme.

The Cabinet also en-
dorsed additional funding
for the School Education
Department to ensure the
provision of free textbooks
from Kindergarten to 10™
standard for the academic
year 2024-25. A directive
was issued for an audit of
the Sindh Textbook Board,
emphasizing accountability
and transparency in finan-
cial management.

sador Hamad Ubaid Ibrahim Saleem Alzabi during a reception hosted by him
in honour of Ambassador and his family at Governor House.

Pakistan People’s Party
believes in freedom of
expression: Shazia Mari

SANGHAR (APP): Mem-
ber National Assembly of
Pakistan and Pakistan
People’s Party central In-
formation Secretary Shazia
Mari has said that Pakistan
Peoples Party believes in
freedom of expression.

She expressed these
views while talking to
media during her visit to
Press Club Sanghar here
on Sunday.

She said that Pakistan
Peoples Party has always
given sacrifices for the res-
toration and survival of de-
mocracy and flogged in jails
that is the reason roots of
Pakistan Peoples Party ly-
ing in people.

She said that we have
always delivered best per-
formance which will be
continued in future and all
promises would be fulfilled
made with people because
Pakistan People’s Party
was determined to serve
people. Shazia said that
National Press Club has al-
ways done positive and
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GILGIT: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistah HajiG

real journalism that is why
she value it.

She said that now a
days journalism have be-
came more active and cir-
culating fake news and
blackmailing on media was
common, however real
journalists were those who
were firmly determined to
their cause.

Meanwhile MNA
Shazia Mari on the occa-
sion announced to inaugu-
rate new building of Na-
tional  Press Club
equipped with latest fa-
cilities and holding a semi-
nar in its auditorium on
“survival and benefits of
democracy”.

Replying to a ques-
tion Shazia Mari said that
soon NICVD unit would
also inaugurated in Sanghar
for which land had also
been specified for the con-
struction of cardio hospi-
tal because Pakistan
People Party had always
preferred poor and desti-
tute people.
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Khan in a meeting with Federal Minister for Com-
munication Abdul Aleem Khan at CM Secretariat.

Bilawal felicitates
Naila Kiani on
scaling mount

makalu

KARACHI (APP): The
Chairman of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
extended his warmest con-
gratulations to Naila Kiani
on her remarkable feat of
scaling Mount Makalu, the
fifth-highest peak in the
world.

Bilawal, in his mes-
sage, said that it is a mo-
ment of immense pride for
all Pakistanis as we cel-
ebrate Naila Kyani’s his-
toric accomplishment and
her unwavering commit-
ment to raising the Pakistani
flag higher with each sum-
mit she conquers.

Five members
of family die of

poisonous food

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
devastating incident has
claimed the lives of five
members of family, includ-
ing four minor girls and their
mother, in Tandlianwala,
Punjab.

According to a police
spokesman, the family con-
sumed poisonous food,
leading to their tragic de-
mise.

The deceased were
rushed to the District Head-
quarters (DHQ) Hospital,
where they were pro-
nounced dead.

“The cause of the poi-
soning is yet to be deter-
mined, and an autopsy is
being conducted to ascer-
tain the exact circum-
stances,” a private news
channel reported.

Pak-Saudi investment conference to be held today

Saudi trade delegation
arrives Pakistan for mutual
investment cooperation

50-member delegation aims to explore
various avenues of trade and investment
between the two countries

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
50-member high-level Saudi
trade delegation led by the
Deputy Investment Minis-
ter of Saudi Arabia, Ibrahim
Almubarak, arrived here on
Sunday with the aim of ex-
ploring various avenues of
trade and investment to
further strengthen and pro-
mote bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

Upon their arrival at
Noor Khan Air Base, the
Saudi dignitaries were wel-
comed by Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan and Petroleum Min-
ister Musadik Masood
Malik, said a press release
issued by the Ministry of
Commerce.

Minister for Com-
merce Jam Kamal Khan
highlighted that the three-
day visit of the Saudi del-
egation geared towards en-
hancing trade relations be-
tween investors from both
countries and identifying
trade and investment op-
portunities across various
sectors of Pakistan’s
economy. He said that the
Ministry had selected nu-
merous Pakistani compa-
nies in relevant sectors for
Business-to-Business
(B2B) meetings with their
Saudi counterparts, adding
that leading Pakistani com-
panies would collaborate
with 30 Saudi companies
across different sectors.

Solving problems of
people is our first priority,
says Sharjeel Memon

Government is seriously working on
all the projects: Directed to complete
the Red Line BRT work on Jinnah
Avenue within three months

Independent Report
KARACHI: Sindh Senior
Minister and Provincial
Minister for Information,
Transport and Mass Tran-
sit, Excise, Taxation and
Narcotics Control Sharjeel
Inam Memon has said that
the Red Line BRT is an im-
portant project of the Sindh
government, the problems
related to the BRT project
have been solved; only a few
remaining issues will be re-
solved soon. The BRT
project will be worked on
in three shifts. Our prior-
ity is to provide relief to
the public. The Red Line
BRT will be Pakistan’s
first biogas-powered bus
service.

Talking to the media
on the occasion of the visit
to the construction work of
the Red Line BRT, Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon said that the work
on the Red Line BRT will
start in 2022. Work on the
project was stopped dur-
ing the caretaker govern-
ment due to inflation, and
the caretaker government
turned a blind eye to the
project.

He said that the trans-
port sector is of great need
to the city. Solving the
problems of the people is
our first priority. The
Sindh government is seri-
ously working on all the
projects.

Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar met with
Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress of China Zheng
Jianbang, on the sidelines of the 15th OIC Islamic
Summit Conference.

Deputy PM, VC Zheng
express determination to
complete CPEC projects

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
Vice Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress of
China Zheng Jianbang on
Sunday expressed their de-
termination to complete all
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) projects
and further upgrade this co-
operation to achieve shared
objectives. During a meet-
ing on the sidelines of the
15" OIC Islamic Summit
Conference in Banjul, The
Gambia, the deputy prime
minister and foreign minis-
ter reiterated Pakistan’s
firm support to China’s

core issues and underscored
the importance of enhanced
mutually productive ties
through close economic col-
laboration and cooperation.

Vice Chairman Zheng
Jianbang reaffirmed China’s
support Pakistan’s sover-
eignty, territorial integrity
and development, Foreign
Office Spokesperson said in
a press release.

“The two sides reaf-
firmed the All-Weather Stra-
tegic Cooperative Partner-
ship between Pakistan and
China and exchanged views
on deepening exchanges be-
tween the Parliament of
Pakistan and the National
People’s Congress of
China,” it was added.
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Hasty transition

Out of nowhere, the government has launched a
new cybercrime authority: the National Cyber Crimes
Investigation Agency. This move to replace the
FIA’s cybercrime wing raises substantial concerns
about the motive behind it.

The NCCIA is mandated to handle offences
under the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act,
which, activists allege, was used routinely by the
FIA to silence dissent. Of course, conversely, bad
actors use social media to spread disinformation
and misinformation, necessitating oversight.

But at a time when digital rights and privacy
remain key issues for the state to address, the au-
thorities have opted to forgo any meaningful dia-
logue with digital rights groups, the IT sector, or
even the public. Such an opaque approach fosters
distrust and scepticism towards the government’s
intentions. It has neither presented a clear rationale
nor demonstrated the deficiencies within the exist-
ing framework that necessitated this move.

The reuse of the FIA’s resources — personnel,
assets, and existing cases — under a new banner
raises a fundamental question: what exactly is the
objective of the NCCIA that the FIA could not
achieve? If the goal was to enhance capabilities or
streamline operations, would it not have been more
prudent to bolster the existing framework rather than
dismantle it? The abruptness of the move suggests
the new rulers are not behind it.

The move will likely create redundancies and
confusion, diluting the focus from actual cybercrime
threats to the procedural chaos of transitioning to a
new agency. Also, such disruptions could hinder
ongoing operations and complicate international
cooperation under links nurtured by the FIA.

Furthermore, the NCCIA, with its broad and
unclear mandate, could potentially lead to increased
surveillance and data collection practices, encroach-
ing upon the personal liberties of citizens under the

guise of security.

It appears the PML-N government is working
in the same manner as when Peca was being pro-
mulgated, when no input was taken. The situation
has called into question the regulatory environment
for the internet in the coming years. Ostensibly, the
aim is to exert greater control over social media and
to gain more power to crack down on activists, dis-
sidents and journalists critical of state policies.

The government owes the public an explana-
tion of the necessity and aims of the NCCIA. It
must articulate how this new set-up will better serve
the cybersecurity needs of the nation without com-
promising democratic freedoms.

It is also crucial that further developments in
this area involve a broad spectrum of stakeholders.
Engaging with experts in digital rights, cybersecurity,
the legal domain, and the public is essential to en-
sure that the agency’s operations are balanced, ef-
fective, and respectful of the rights it is purportedly
designed to protect. The urge to police social media

must be resisted.

Inconsistent ties

Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

After withdrawing its
troops from Afghanistan
in August 2021, the US
appears to have
downsized its relations
with Pakistan. President
Joe Biden did not make
any contact  with
Pakistan’s leadership for
the first three years of
his presidency. It is only
in March this year that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif received an un-
signed letter from him
underscoring the “en-
during partnership” be-
tween the two nations
and identifying areas
where they could work
together. Biden’s letter
was generally welcomed
in Pakistan because of
the country’s policy to
maintain mutually benefi-
cial ties with all major
powers, including the US
with which it has had
sustained periods of
close cooperation.
However, the letter
has not fundamentally
altered the tenor of the
bilateral relationship,
though some official
contacts have started.

The acting
undersecretary for politi-
cal affairs visited

Islamabad recently for
talks on bilateral ties, in-
cluding regional security
issues. Our prime minis-
ter sent a short reply to
Biden’s letter, and the
current US ambassador
to Pakistan seems in-
clined to enhance bilat-
eral ties. There could be
five plausible reasons for
America’s current disen-
chantment with Paki-
stan. First, political insta-
bility, the continuing
economic crisis, and the
worsening law and order
situation have lowered
Pakistan’s relevance for
the outside world, in-
cluding the US. Second,
after withdrawing its
troops from Afghani-
stan, the US lost interest
in that country and Paki-
stan, though the resur-
gence of terrorist entities
in Afghanistan, is be-
coming a growing inter-

national concern. Third,
the US is now focused
on its rivalry with China,
for which it has chosen
India as its strategic part-
ner. Fourth, the US
seems to have con-
cluded that Pakistan is in
the Chinese camp even
though Pakistan has
consistently signalled its
desire for strategic au-
tonomy. Fifth, the allega-
tion that the US had
played a role in the April
2022 regime change per-
sists, even though
Donald Lu in his recent
testimony before the
Congressional subcom-
mittee has denied it.

This is not the first
time that Pakistan and
the US have been es-
tranged. In fact, during
the past seven decades,
their relationship has
oscillated between warm
engagement and cold es-
trangement. When Paki-
stan started its life as an
independent state in
1947, it had to build its
statecraft from scratch,
with the then Indian lead-
ers determined to undo
Pakistan. The US at that
time appeared as the pre-
ferred source for much-
needed economic and
military assistance. Ex-
perts from the US facili-
tated the green revolu-
tion and rapid industrial
development. Pakistan
soon became a role
model for other develop-
ing countries. Pakistanis
thought that they had
found in the US an en-
during partner.

But this assessment
turned out to be incor-
rect. The bonhomie
ended with the 1965 In-
dia-Pakistan war, when
the US imposed sanc-
tions on Pakistan. Later
in 1971, the expectation
that America’s seventh
fleet would help Pakistan
was dashed. The two
countries moved away
from each other only to
come closer a decade
later when Soviet forces
entered Afghanistan. Pa-
kistan teamed up with
the US and helped cre-
ate nurseries for the Af-
ghan jihad. However, as

soon as the Soviets left
Afghanistan, America
imposed sanctions on
Pakistan under the
Pressler Amendment.

The events of 9/11
once again brought the
two closer, this time to
fight a global war on ter-
ror. However, as the war
in Afghanistan lingered
on, a frustrated US de-
cided to pull out its
troops, partly holding Pa-
kistan responsible be-
cause of its support for
the Afghan Taliban. Ever
since, the two countries
have been dr--ifting away
from each other. A debate
is on--going in Pakistan
as to why US-Pak-istan
ties resemble a roller-
coaster ride and whether
America is a reliable
friend. The answer lies in
a mismatch of expecta-
tions. For Pakistanis, a
friend in need is a friend
indeed. How-ever, for the
US, as indeed for most
powers, inter-state rela-
tionship is a function of
the convergence of mu-
tual interests.

An important ques-
tion weighing on the
minds of Pakistan’s lead-
ership concerns how to
find the right balance in
our ties with the US and
China, which are locked
in an intensifying strate-
gic competition. China is
a great friend which has
made significant invest-
ments in Pakistan, in-
cluding CPEC. It has
never embarrassed us or
intervened in our inter-
nal affairs, and always
supported us at interna-
tional forums. The US is
our largest trading part-
ner, a long-standing
source of investments, a
favourite destination of
Pakistani students and
physicians, important to
our IT community, and a
military partner in the
fight against terrorism.

That the govern-
ment of Pakistan has de-
cided to maintain rela-
tions with both the US
and China predicated on
our own national inter-
ests seems to be the right
course of action. --
Courtesy Dawn

An opportunity being lost

Ghazi Salahuddin

Being a man of action in
the lazy setting of
Pakistan’s politics, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
would know that every
challenge is an opportu-
nity. The bigger the chal-
lenge, the bigger the op-
portunity. And the task he
has at hand now is truly
monumental. So, what
does his response look
like?

Before I come to
that, let me dwell a bit on
this theory of challenge
and response that was de-
fined by English historian
Arnold Toynbee. This hy-
pothesis by a philosopher
of history explains why
and how civilizations
throughout history have
grown and vanished.

Toynbee concluded
that, in the words of a text
I have, civilizations “pros-
pered by meeting chal-
lenges head-on with the
help of innovative minori-
ties led by exceptional
leaders”. We are told that
“civilizations began to fail
when their leaders ceased
to respond creatively to
challenges”.

There is little doubt
that Pakistan is presently
in bad shape. There seems
no way out of our present
difficulties. I am tempted
to quote Thomas Paine:
“These are times that try
men’s souls; the summer
soldier and the sunshine
patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of
his country; but he that
stands it now deserves
the love and thanks of
man and woman”.

If these are sublime
thoughts, let me climb
down to the level of the
ridiculous. On Sunday
last, on a holiday when all
government offices are
closed, the Cabinet Divi-
sion issued a notification
to announce the appoint-
ment of Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar as the deputy
prime minister “with im-
mediate effect and until
further orders”. The ap-
pointment, of course, was
made by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who has
to deal with many great
challenges.

During this week,
Ishaq Dar’s elevation has
been widely discussed in

the media. In countless
conversations across the
country, in drawing
rooms and on coffee
tables and street corners,
people may have won-
dered about this move. It
seemed something not so
much for the serious po-
litical commentators as
for the comedy shows
and the cartoons.

Since this subject is
already dated for this col-
umn, I’1l let it go. But that
initial thought about the
grim challenge that the
prime minister has to re-
spond to is important for
the nation. Is it at all do-
able? Is the goal within the
reach of Shehbaz Sharif
or any other leader in this
country? Is there a pre-
scription somewhere to
guide the leader of a coun-
try like Pakistan?

Moving ahead is
something. Our story is
that of lagging behind. In
recent decades, our rank-
ing in South Asia, across
almost all social indica-
tors, has gone down.
These are societies very
much like ours. This
means that we have les-
sons to learn. On the face
of'it, it should be easy for
us to follow in the foot-
steps of some specific
countries.

Ah, but every un-
happy country is un-
happy in its own ways.
Pakistan has its unique
problems. What is not
unique is the leadership it
has — and I am not allud-
ing here to the man who
is in office at present.
Those who pretend to
know the solutions have
never been in short sup-
ply. Yet, the country ap-
pears to be wandering in
the wilderness.

When I suggest that
the present arrangement
is not delivering, the
point is that no radical
moves have been made to
create momentum for
change. No revolutionary
steps are in evidence to
turn the tide of events. By
and large, the impression
is that this is business as
usual. Sadly, this will not
work. It does not work in
revolutionary times.

Are these revolu-
tionary times? An an-
swer to this question
would require a solemn

investigation by social
scientists and thinkers.
We are aware of the at-
tention that the present
rulers are devoting to
economic revival. This is
necessary but econo-
mists and financial ex-
perts cannot set a
country’s ideological,
intellectual and moral
sense of direction.

Incidentally, I was
in Lahore to participate
in the 5" Asma Jahangir
Conference when the
news of Ishaq Dar’s ad-
ditional appointment
was made public, allow-
ing us a little diversion
in the midst of some
very thoughtful and en-
gaging discussions. The
entire weekend pulsated
with excitement with
the presence of so many
renowned national and
international observers
of current affairs and
defenders of human
rights.

Ever since her un-
timely death in Febru-
ary 2018, this country
has desperately been in
need of the wisdom and
courage that Asma
Jahangir possessed. She
was an exceptional hu-
man being and her
struggle for human
rights is an inspiring
chapter in our history.

One measure of
Asma Jahangir’s stature
in the global narrative of
democracy and human
rights was the quality of
participation and dis-
course in this conference
on the theme: ‘People’s
Mandate: Safeguarding
Civil Rights in South
Asia’. In terms of how it
was conceived and de-
signed, the conference
was a very insightful
compendium of analyses
and elucidations of an
entire range of national
issues. It is not possible
for me to sum up the
proceedings of the con-
ference. The idea is to
see it against the back-
drop of what is happen-
ing in Pakistan and what
options do our
policymakers and rulers
have to set things right.
In other words, here was
something for those in
power to seriously look
into and interact with in
an intellectual context.

Commerce News

Escalating Tobacco Tax by 37%

proposed by SPDC & WHO
to save lives, boost revenue

ISLAMABAD (INP): An
increase of 37% in Federal
Excise Duty (FED) on
tobacco products has been
proposed by the Social
Policy Development
Centre (SPDC) to reinforce
the gains already achieved
and to advance further in
enhancing public health
outcomes and revenue
collection.

“Pakistan can save as
many as 265,000 lives,
generate an additional
revenue of Rs 37.7 billion
and push 757,000 people

to quit smoking through
increasing the FED by 37
percent,” said the SPDC
policy paper name
“Recovering Healthcare
Costs and Saving Lives”
that aligns recommendation
of World Health
Organization (WHO) and
Campaign for Tobbaco
Free Kids (CTFK).

The SPDC proposal
comes when the
government prepares to
outline its budgetary
agenda, in a bid prioritize
public health and economic

prosperity through
targeted tobacco tax
reforms. Pakistan has two-
tiered system of FED on
cigarettes. The country
made significant strides and
increased the FED on
cigarettes in 2022-23 with
substantial increase in
FED. The current FED
share in retail prices is 48
percent and 68 percent
respectively for low and
high tiers.The SPDC has
warned of negative effect
on both the revenue and
public health efforts if the

rates (FED) were not
increased and trend was
not maintained. Therefore,
it advocated to further
adjust the FED in line with
international standards, to
take the tax share of retail
prices towards 70 percent.

The proposal seeks
to take the FED share to
54 percent or Rs 154 and
72.1 percent or Rs 452 for
economy and premium
brands, respectively.

The proposal was
backed by the gains of
previous tax adjustments.

ement Counsellor
received by H.E. Mohammed Khalifa Bin Dhaen Al Mheiri, Group Chairman Bin Dhaen Holding &
Chairman of Jumeira University at Khalifa Bin Dhaen Majlis, Zabeel Dubai.

Rotary International district 3271
recognizes outstanding social services at
HOPECON conference 2024

Independent Report
KARACHI: The Rotary
International District 3271
recently held a successful
3-day HOPECON Confer-
ence 2024 at a private ho-
tel. Deputy Governor

Shaikh Imtiaz Hussain was
honored with the Award for
Continuous Best Social Ser-

as Trustee The Rotary
Foundation Aziz
Memon,former Finance
Minister Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla, former Fed-
eral Minister Dr. Ishrat
Hussain, Muhammad Ali
Tabba, Deputy Governor
State Bank Dr. Inayat
Hussain, Majyd Aziz, CEO

ence 2024.

Governor Sindh
Kamran Tessori also partici-
pated in the event and pre-
sented Deputy Governor
Shaikh Imtiaz Hussain with
the Best Deputy Governor
Award. Prior to this, Shaikh
Imtiaz Hussain had already
received awards for Best

P

vices for three consecutive
years. Shaikh Imtiaz
Hussain has been awarded
the Best President in the
first year, Best Assistant
Governor in the second
year, and Best Deputy
Governor this year.

The conference was
attended by more than 700
Rotarians from all over the
world. It featured distin-
guished personalities such

Unilever Pakistan Amir
Paracha, CEO AKUH Dir.
Farhat Abbas, Director Pre-
mier Cables Shahid Ismail,
and Chairperson Hisaar
Foundation Simi Kamal,
among others. Renowned
artists Abrar ul Haq, Uzmi
and Barkat Ali, Mayer
Hasan, Sahar Gul Khan,
and others also showcased
their talents during the 3-
day HOPECON Confer-

President and Best Assis-
tant Governor. Additionally,
during the conference, Dis-
trict Facilitator Rear Admi-
ral (Rtd.) Tanveer Ahmed
was honored with Rotary’s
highest accolade “Service
Above Self”, Akhter Alvi
was awarded Best Regional
Mentor, and District Secre-
tary Asif Makati was rec-
ognized as the Rotarian of
the Year.

FBR set plan to
register shopkeepers
through its own staff

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) has
announced plan to
automatically register
shopkeepers through its
own staff who remained
evaded to participate in the
Trader-Friendly Scheme.
Media reports
indicate that millions of
traders across the country
evade direct tax payments,
prompting the FBR to
initiate measures to address
registration discrepancies.

Surveys will be
conducted nationwide to
facilitate registration, with
dedicated teams deployed
for on-the-spot
registration checks.
Specialized teams will
conduct field visits in
respective cities to oversee
the registration process.

Traders were offered
the opportunity to
contribute to the country’s
economy through minimal
tax payments under the
Trader-Friendly Scheme.

Govt needs to minimize
production cost, enhance
exports: Anjum Nisar

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Chairman Businessmen
Panel and former President
FPCCI, Mian Anjum Nisar
has said that the government
should promote
industrialization  and
enhance exports through
lowering cost of production,
paying early refunds to
solve liquidity crunch and
relaxing import policy for
industrial raw material.

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, he said
that business community
was facing tough challenges
because of limited

business; therefore, the
government should
formulate regional,
provincial and central level
task force besides chalking
out sector wise regional
policies which would help
it to address the problems
confronted by exporters.

Mian Anjum Nisar
suggested that One
Window Operation should
be introduced for the
replacing the lengthy
procedures that involve
interaction of
manufacturers with various
agencies.

NPO launches program for
development of gemstone sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Productivity
Organization (NPO)
initiated a technical
assistance program for the
gemstone sector in
collaboration with the
Asian Productivity
Organization (APO)
Tokyo, Japan for the
development of sector.
Consultancy and
workshops focused on
gemstone identification,
certification, cutting and

polishing techniques with
experts from the Gems and
Jewelry Institute,
Thailand, said a press
release issued here Sunday.
Sessions held in
Peshawar, Gilgit,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
Lahore aimed to enhance
stakeholder capacity and
foster economic growth
through knowledge sharing
and skill development.
The program
involved industry

professionals, associations
and international experts,
promoting collaboration
and economic prosperity
in the gems and jewelry
sector.

The experts shared
knowledge and hands-on
skills and practices for
enhancing the capacity of
the stakeholders, paving
way for broader
collaboration and propelling
towards sustained economic
prosperity.

SNGPL
disconnects
12 connections
of gas pilferers

MULTAN (APP): Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) teams
took action against twelve
more gas pilferers and
disconnected their
connections. According to
the details, a customer
was found wusing a
household meter for a
generator and hospital
machinery at Amin
Hospital Burewala, on
which the task force team
disconnected his
meter. Likewise, five
connections of consumers
were removed in Burewala
for being illegally
installed far away from
the required distance.

SNGPL executives and
engineers demand removal
of disparities in salaries

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD/LAHORE:
The junior and middle
executives and engineers of
the Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited have
demanded removal of
certain disparities in
salaries and
implementation of the
policies approved in the
HR Manual.

In a representation
addressed to the SNGPL
Managing Director dated
April 20, 2024, the
SNGPL junior and middle
executives and engineers
said that they had been the
most deprived segments of
the organization as they

had been struggling hard to
meet their daily needs
owing to the company’s
ironic  compensation
packages.

These executives and
engineers have to work in
hostile and challenging
environments with limited
resources sometimes in
hazardous conditions like
as frequent incidents of
shootings,  beatings,
threats, harassment and
legal court cases registered
against them by high
profile individuals or
general public inside or
outside the SNGPL
premises on a repeated
basis.
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KP law minister
announces Rs 2m for
Aghosh to help orphans

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Aftab Alam Afridi
Advocate on Sunday said
that helping welfare
organizations, especially
those patronizing and
helping the orphans and
poorest of the society were
able for international
award.

This he said while
addressing the ceremony
held at Aghosh Al-Khidmat
Kohat Campus as chief
guest. Central PTI Leader
Shehryar Khan Afridi
MNA, Members Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Shafi Jan and Shah Turab
Khan, Aghosh Al-Khidmat

Kohat chief Hafiz Abid
Hammad and other
notables also addressed the
event. The ceremony
beside others was also
attended by the former
MPA Muhammad Ali,
important religious,
political and social figures
of Kohat, elders of the
area, staff and students of
the institution in large
numbers.

The law minister
maintained that
participating in a ceremony
of this important welfare
institution of his native
district as chief guest was
a matter of great honor and
pride for him, for which he
was personally grateful to
its organizers.
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TARBELA: Chief Guest, Chief Engineer (TDP)

Turesh Kumar viewing handmade stuff prepared
by special children during ceremony on the
occasion of Annual Day Function-2024 of Mashaal
Initiative Institute of Special Education at Sobra

City Colony.

ASP takes strict
notice of fighting
between two groups

Independent Report
MIRPUR MATHELO:
ASP Hamid Imtiaz SDPO
Mirpur Mathelo takes
strict notice of fighting be-
tween two groups of
Gurgage tribe in the limits
of Ubauro, a pregnant
woman Masmat Rukhsana
Gurgage lost her 5-month-
old child and several people
were injured. in accordance

ASP Hamid Imtiaz re-
ceived news on WhatsApp
that a woman had lost her
pregnancy as a result of a
fight between two groups of
Girgij tribe in Ubauro,

which he took strict notice
and immediately rushed to
Civil Hospital Ubauro. On
arrival, the pregnant woman
met Masmat Rukhsana
Gurgage and SHO Ubauro
ordered that an immediate
case be filed against the ac-
cused involved in Musmat
Rukhsana Gurgage And ar-
rest the accused as soon as
possible.

On the order of ASP
Hamid Imtiaz, the SHO of
Ubauro police station has
registered a case crime num-
ber 109.2024 at Abaro po-
lice station.
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GB CM urges PM to deploy
motorway police on KKH

GILGIT (INP): Gilgit
Baltistan (GB) Chief
Minister (CM), Gulbar
Khan, has written a letter
to Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif, urging the
deployment of motorway
police on the Karakoram
Highway (KKH).

CM Gulbar Khan
stressed that the
deployment of motorway
police is essential for safe
travel on the Karakoram

Highway, which has
witnessed several fatal
accidents in recent times.
Gulbar said that he has
ordered an investigation
into the recent accident near
Chilas and directed that
measures be taken to
prevent such incidents in
the future.

The Karakoram
Highway has seen a surge
in traffic accidents,
resulting in the loss of

precious lives. The Chief
Minister noted that these
accidents are not only
causing human loss but also
having a negative impact on
tourism in Gilgit Baltistan.

It is pertinent to
mention here that last year
in December, at least 10
people, including two
soldiers, lost their lives,
and 21 passengers received
injuries when unknown
attackers opened fire at

the Rawalpindi-bound
bus from nearby hills in
Chilas, causing the vehicle
to collide with a goods
truck. As per details,
Deputy Commissioner
Diamer Captain (Rtd)
Arif Ahmad stated that the
incident occurred in Chilas
district where unknown
assailants opened fire on a
passenger and the
uncontrolled bus collided
with a truck.

One more polio
team incharge
kidnapped

Independent Report
SHIKARPUR: Two more
including a Polio Team
Incharge of UC Sehwani
were kdnapped in two
separate incidents from
Shikarpur on Saturday
night. According to initial
reports reached here that
one Polio Team Incharge
named Khalid Ahmed son
of Sibghatullah Bhayo was
Kidnapped by some group
of armed men from the ju-
risdiction of Naparkot po-
lice station and took them
away forcibly on gun point
towards katcha area of
Rustam. Today on Sunday,
the kidnappers had called
the parents of kidnapped
Polio Team Incharge Khalid
Bhayo from his mobile
phone and demanded for
release of their accomplices
(dacoits) who were arrested
by Shikarpur Police with
the threat if they want to
see alive their beloved.

Second, third phases of “Suthra
Punjab Program” being launched
simultaneously: Minister

SIALKOT (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Local Government Punjab
Zeeshan Rafique has said
that after the success of the
first phase of the “Suthra
Punjab Program”, the
second and third phases are
being started
simultaneously.

He expressed these
views at a press conference
in Daska. He said in the
second phase, the
provision of equal facilities
of municipal services in
rural and urban areas is
being ensured. At the tehsil
level, there will be a sentry
worker for 250 houses in
the rural and rural areas
who would be responsible
for cleaning the streets,
removing garbage from
houses, cleaning the drains
and sewerage etc.

To ensure this, the
cleaning and sanitation
system will be outsourced
at the tehsil level. Garbage
collected from houses,
neighborhoods and markets
will first be shifted to the
temporary collection
points, he added. Zeeshan
Rafique said that digital
monitoring of the new
sanitation system will be
done in rural and urban
areas.

To recycle the garbage
collected at the village and
ward level, the waste will
be processed into energy
and fertilizer at 10
recycling plants at the
divisional level, while the
remaining garbage will be
made safe from every
aspect by following
modern requirements in the
landfill sites, so that the

environment can be made
human friendly, he
maintained. He said that
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
government has started a
revolutionary program like
“Suthra Punjab Program”
for the first time in 76 years
and a new industry would
be created by recycling
garbage.

He said that 57,500
tons of solid waste is
generated daily across
Punjab.

Municipal
departments have the
capacity to handle only
18,000 tons of waste, and
about 39,000 tons of waste
is polluting the
environment every day.
Picking up and disposing
of the remaining waste is
no less than a challenge.

Minister for quality edu. in
educational institutions
run by Labour Dept

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister of
Labour Department Fazal
Shakoor Khan Sunday said
that provision of quality
education in educational
institutions run by the
labour department is the
topmost priority of our
government.

He urged the teachers
to work hard and focus on
provision of quality
education to laborer
children studying in

different schools of the
labour department.

He was addressing as
a chief guest in a prize
distribution ceremony
organized by Rahamkar
Welfare Social Foundation
at Working Folks Grammar
School Kaka Sahib district
Nowshera. Earlier, the
provincial minister visited
different sections of the
school while the school
principal briefed the
minister regarding school
administration. The
minister was also informed
about various challenges
and shortcomings faced by
the school.

MIULTAN : Former PMLN MPA Shahzad Mabool

Bhutta announcing party decision to support PPP
candidate in NA 148 by election.

Qamber Excise Police
action against drug dealers,
drug dealer arrested with

480 grams of hashish

Independent Report
LARKANA: Last day
Qamber Excise Police
acted on a tip-off at
Wagan-  Naseerabad
Check Post and seized
480 grams of hashish
from Abdullah son of
Mohammad Jan Pathan, a
boot polisher in Lalu
Rainik city, who is to be
a resident of Khayber
Pakhtunkowa (KPK)
province raid with staff
under supervision of Ex-
cise Inspector Ali Ahmad
Abbasi and filed a case
under the Narcotics Act,
fot further investigation
is being conducted
against the accused.

On this occasion,
Excise Inspector Ali
Ahmad Abbasi told the
media that Excise Min-

ister Sharjeel Inam
Memon Abdul Rahman
Raj Director Excise
Larkana ETO Qamber
Aziz-ur-Rehman ac-
tions against drug deal-
ers have been intensi-
fied by following the in-
structions of Aziz-u-
Rahman Unnar.

On the other hand,
Excise Inspector Ali
Ahmad Abbasi, who suc-
cessfully conducted the
operation, hebsaid that
the drug dealers will not
be spared under any cir-
cumstances.

It will be delivered
while at all times there
are youth checkpoints
against drug dealers and
smugglers at all the bor-
ders of District Qamber
Shahdadkot.

International News

Russia accuses Nato of
preparing for conflict

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Nato’s four-
month-long military exer-
cises near Russia’s borders,
known as Steadfast De-
fender, are proof the alliance
is preparing for a potential
conflict with Russia, a
spokeswoman for Russia’s
Foreign Ministry said on
Saturday.

The spokeswoman,
Maria Zakharova, dis-
missed accusations by Nato
this week that Russia is
engaged in hybrid attacks on
its member states, saying
this was misleading “mis-
information” aimed at dis-
tracting people from the
alliance’s activities. It was
Nato that had waged a hy-
brid war with Russia by sup-
porting Ukraine with arms,
intelligence and finances, she
said in a statement.

“Right now, Nato’s
largest exercise since the
Cold War, Steadfast De-

fender, is taking place near
Russia’s borders. According
to their scenario, coalition’s
actions against Russia are
being practiced using all the
instruments, including hy-
brid and conventional weap-
ons,” she said in a statement.
“We have to admit that Nato
is seriously preparing for a
‘potential conflict’ with us.”
Relations between Russia
and the West have been at
their most hostile in decades
following the start of
Russia’s military conflict in
Ukraine in 2022.
Announcing the start
of the drills in January,
Nato said 90,000 troops
would take part, rehearsing
how US troops could rein-
force European allies in
countries bordering Russia
and on the alliance’s east-
ern flank if a conflict were
to flare up. The drills,
Nato’s largest exercise since
the Cold War, are set to run

R

through May.

Russia said at the time
the drills marked an “irre-
vocable return” of the alli-
ance to Cold War schemes.

The Russian defence
ministry said on Saturday
its air defence forces shot
down four US-produced
long-range missiles over the
Crimea peninsular, weap-
ons known as Army Tacti-
cal Missile Systems
(ATACMS) that Washing-
ton has shipped to Ukraine
in recent weeks. The minis-
try said later that Russian
aircraft and air defence sys-
tems had downed a total of
15 ATACMS in the past
week.

On Tuesday, Russian
officials said Ukraine had
attacked Crimea with
ATACMS in an attempt
to pierce Russian air de-
fences of the annexed pen-
insula but that six had been
shot down.
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Palestinian children look up as te walk at the

site of an Israeli strike on a house, amid the ongo-
ing conflict between Israel and Hamas, in Rafah, in

the southern Gaza Strip.

Gaza truce talks resume
in Cairo without Israel

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: Talks re-
sumed in Egypt on Satur-
day aimed at halting
months of war in Gaza be-
tween Hamas and Israel
that have triggered protests
around the world.

Mediators from Qatar,
Egypt and the United States
sat down with a Hamas del-
egation to hear the group’s
response to a proposal that
would halt fighting for 40
days and exchange hostages
for Palestinian prisoners, ac-
cording to details released by

Britain. Israel has yetto send
a delegation to Cairo, with a
top official telling AFP that
it would do so only if there
was “positive movement”
on the proposed framework.
“Tough and long negotiations
are expected for an actual
deal,” the Israeli official cau-
tioned. Previous negotiations
stalled in part on Hamas’s
demand for a lasting ceasefire
and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s re-
peated vows to crush the
group’s remaining fighters in
the southern city of Rafah.

Colombia breaks
diplomatic ties

with Israel

Monitoring Desk
BOGOTA: Colombia has
become the latest Latin
American country to an-
nounce it will break dip-
lomatic relations with Is-
rael over its military cam-
paign in Gaza.

But the repercus-
sions for the South
American nation could be
broader than for other
countries due to
longstanding bilateral
agreements over security
matters.

Colombian Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro on
Wednesday described
Israel’s actions in Gaza
as “genocide” and an-
nounced his government
would end diplomatic
relations with Israel ef-
fective Thursday.

But he did not ad-
dress how his decision
could affect Colombia’s
military, which uses Is-
raeli-built warplanes and
machine guns to fight
drug cartels and rebel
groups, and a free trade
agreement between both
countries that went into
effect in 2020.

France’s Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, China’s President Xi Jinping and
his wife Peng Liyuan walk under umbrellas upon their arrival for an official

two-day state visit, at Orly airport, south of Paris.

China’s Xi praises French
ties as Macron prepares to
talk trade

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: President Xi
Jinping lauded China’s ties
with France as an interna-
tional model on Sunday as
he arrived in Paris for a rare
visit against a backdrop of
mounting trade disputes
with the EU. French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron is
set to urge Xi to reduce trade
imbalances and to use his
influence with Russia over
the war in Ukraine. China’s
President is due to meet
Macron and European
Commission chief Ursula
von der Leyen on Monday.

Xi, who was wel-
comed in Paris by Prime
Minister Gabriel Attal, said
in a statement released on
his arrival that ties between
China and France were “a
model for the international
community of peaceful co-
existence and win-win coop-
eration between countries
with different social sys-
tems”. France is backing a
European Union probe into
Chinese electric vehicle ex-
ports, and in January, Beijing
opened an investigation into
mostly French-made im-
ports of brandy.

Russia hits Ukraine
regions, Zelenskiy says
Su-25 bomber downed

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russian attacks on
Ukraine’s Kharkiv and
Dnipro regions and the Black
Sea port city of Odesa killed
at least two civilians, set a
food factory ablaze and dam-
aged other infrastructure,
homes and commercial build-
ings on Saturday, regional of-
ficials said. President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
Russia had used eight missiles
of various kinds and nearly
70 guided aerial bombs
against communities and
frontline positions during the
day, after Ukraine’s air force

downed 13 Shahed drones
that targeted the Kharkiv and
Dnipro regions overnight.
Zelenskiy said Moscow had
no desire for peace. “Russia
can only be forced to leave
Ukraine alone,” he said in his
nightly video address. A
world peace summit taking
place in Switzerland in June -
without Russia - “must suc-
ceed”, he said. He said
Ukraine’s 110" mechanised bri-
gade brought down a Russian
Su-25 fighter-bomber over the
eastern Donetsk region, one of
four areas of Ukraine Moscow
says it has annexed.

North Korea’s

UN ambassador

says new sanctions
monitoring

groups will fail

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: Efforts led by
the US and other Western
countries to form new
groups to monitor sanc-
tions on North Korea will
fail, the country’s UN en-
voy said on Sunday, ac-
cording to state media
KCNA.

Ambassador Kim
Song made the comment
in response to a joint
statement the US and its
allies issued this week
calling to continue the
work of a UN panel of
experts monitoring
longstanding sanctions
against Pyongyang for its
nuclear weapons and mis-
sile programs.

Israeli police raid
Al Jazeera after

shutdown order

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Israeli po-
lice raided a Jerusalem ho-
tel room used by Al Jazeera
asits de facto office on Sun-
day following a government
decision to shut down the
Qatari-owned TV station’s
local operations, an Israeli
official and an Al Jazeera
source told Reuters. Video
circulated online showed
plainclothes officers dis-
mantling camera equip-
ment in a hotel room.

Gaza needs biggest
post-war reconstruction
effort since WWII: UN

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: The United
Nations said that the post-
war reconstruction of Gaza
would require an interna-
tional effort unseen since
the aftermath of World War
II, estimating it could cost
up to US$40 billion.

It came as Hamas chief
Ismail Haniyeh struck an
optimistic tone over a pos-
sible truce and hostage re-
lease deal for Gaza, after
weeks of largely stalled ne-
gotiations. There have been
reports of sticking points be-
tween the militant group and
Israel nearly seven months
into the war that has devas-
tated the Palestinian terri-
tory. But Haniyeh, head of
the militant group’s Qatar-
based political bureau, said
in calls to Egyptian and
Qatari mediators that Hamas
was studying the latest pro-
posal with a “positive spirit”.

Much of Gaza has
been reduced to a grey land-
scape of rubble and the
United Nations estimated
the cost of reconstruction
at between US$30 billion
and US$40 billion.

“The scale of the de-
struction is huge and unprec-
edented... this is a mission
that the global community
has not dealt with since
World War I, UN assistant
secretary-general Abdallah
al-Dardari told a briefing in
the Jordanian capital
Amman. The UN official
said ““72 per cent of all resi-
dential buildings have been
completely or partially de-
stroyed”. Reconstruction is
made more difficult by the
presence of large quantities
of unexploded ordnance in
the debris that Gaza’s Civil
Defence agency says trig-
gers “more than 10 explo-
sions every week”.

Brazil mounts frantic
rescue effort as
flooding Kills 66

Monitoring Desk
RIO GRANDE DO SUL:
Authorities in southern
Brazil raced against the
clock on Sunday to res-
cue people from raging
floods and mudslides that
have killed at least 66 and
forced more than 80,000
to flee their homes.

Across Porto Alegre,
the capital city of Rio
Grande do Sul state,
people stood on rooftops
hoping to be rescued,
while others in canoes or
small boats navigated
streets that had turned
into rivers.

Civil defence offi-
cials said at least 101
people were missing in
the latest in a string of
catastrophic weather
events in the South
American giant.

Viewed from the air,
Porto Alegre was com-
pletely flooded, with
streets under water and
the roofs of some houses
barely visible.

According to the lo-

cal municipality, the
Guaiba River, which
flows through the city of
1.4 million people,
reached a record high
level of 5.3 metres, well
above the historic peak
of 4.76 metres that had
stood as a record since
the devastating 1941
floods.Water was still
advancing into economi-
cally important Porto
Alegre and hundreds of
other localities, with in-
creasingly dramatic con-
sequences. Rain was in-
termittent on Sunday
morning, but was ex-
pected to continue for
another day at least as
floodwaters kept rising.

In addition to the
tens of thousands forced
from their homes, Brazil’s
civil defence agency said
more than a million
people lacked access to
drinking water and it de-
scribed the damage as in-
calculable. Some 15,000
people are now living in
shelters.
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Pakistan a country with
future, to be next tech
hub of region: Masood

LOS ANGLES (INP): Am-
bassador of Pakistan to the
United States, Masood
Khan has said that one
should not underestimate
Pakistan as it is a country
with a future and moving

fast to become the next tech
hub of the region.

He said, “There has
been exponential growth in
our tech industry in past
few years. Our economy is
being digitized and we have
unleashed a series of re-
forms not only to facilitate
businesses but also to make
them hugely profitable.”
The Ambassador

went on to say, “We will
succeed because of our na-
tional determination; the
support from Pakistani

diaspora and the backing
from our friends like the
United States.”

This was remarked by
Ambassador Masood Khan
while talking to US busi-
ness leaders, entrepreneurs,

bankers and professionals
from Los Angeles during his
series of interactions with
business community and
their leaders.

Talking to President
Los Angeles Area Cham-
bers Ms. Maria S. Salinas,
the Ambassador to US high-
lighted that Pakistan was
already hosting some eighty
American enterprises,
mostly Fortune 500, that
included Pepsi, Coco-Cola,
General Electric, Abbot,
Proctor and Gamble, Pfizer,

Honeywell, Oracle,
Microsoft, Dell, IBM, Cat-
erpillar, McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, and Domino’s
Pizza. “They find our mar-
ket rewarding,” he ob-
served.

“We want US compa-
nies to scale up their invest-
ments in Pakistan,” he
added.

LA Area chamber is
the biggest chamber of
commerce in California.
The Chamber has been a
champion for the business
community for 136 years
now and has more than
1400 companies as mem-
bers across 35 sectors.

Highlighting multi-
billions Gulf investment in
Pakistan, the Ambassador
invited US business com-
munity to join hands with
Gulf nations and form tri-
lateral partnership for
fully reaping dividends
being offered by Pak
economy.

Inviting President LA
Area Chambers of Com-
merce to visit Pakistan and
also to encourage US busi-
ness leaders, he observed
that positive perception
after their visit will build
confidence.
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Banuria Almiya and Mutfi Dr. Muhammad Imran
Ashrafi Usmani of Darul Aloom Karachi meeting
with Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori.

Hafiz Tahir Ashrafi says

Hajj without official permission
strictly forbidden under Islamic
principles, legal regulations

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
(PUC) Chairman and Hajj
Organisers Association of
Pakistan (HOAP) Patron-
in-Chief, Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi has un-
veiled a comprehensive
code of conduct in a bid to
ensure a smooth and hassle-
free pilgrimage experience
for private Hajj pilgrims.

He, in a recent press
talk, emphasized the im-
portance of booking Hajj
journeys only through au-
thorized organizers, cau-
tioning against fraudulent
activities perpetrated by
unauthorized  groups
through social media plat-
forms. He urged intending
pilgrims to remain vigilant
and avoid falling prey to
such scams, which exploit
the religious sentiments of
innocent people for mon-
etary gain.

Moreover, Ashrafi ad-
dressed the issue of unau-
thorized pilgrimage by Pa-
kistani diaspora in Saudi
Arabia, emphasizing that
performing Hajj without
official permission is
strictly prohibited accord-
ing to Islamic principles
and the law of the land. He
warned that individuals
caught without proper au-
thorization would face con-
sequences, potentially tar-
nishing the reputation of
the country.

Highlighting another
concern, Ashrafi discour-
aged pilgrims from engag-
ing in disruptive behavior,
such as taking selfies and
videos during Hajj rituals,
which could inconvenience
fellow pilgrims. He
stressed the importance of
focusing on religious duties
and maintaining decorum
for a seamless pilgrimage
experience.
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Plice Officials of

Sindh Police Department are holding protest dem-
onstration for restoration of their duties, at

Hyderabad press club.

Health Department
strongly refutes false media
reports on measles deaths

Independent Report
KARACHI: The Sindh
Health Department has
strongly refutes media re-
ports claiming the death of
children in Dadu District.
No child has passed away
from measles in Dadu
since January 2024. Dur-
ing 2024, there has been 1
measles death in Dadu
which was at the begin-
ning of the year in Janu-
ary. This information has
been confirmed by the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) surveillance
team and the District
Health Officer (DHO)
Dadu.

The Health Depart-
ment further wants to
state that the media re-
ports of 4 children dying
in Kashmore from measles
are also false, there is one
suspected death in the
district not 4, such new
frenzies are counter pro-
ductive and cause panic.

The Health Depart-
ment is taking measures to
respond to the measles
situation in Sindh, false

media reports are
demotivating for our staff
and result in a waste of re-
sources. We recognise the
positive role played by
the media in health but

plead with them to verify
all information from the
District Health Officers
(DHOs) or other official
sources before reporting as
there have been a number
of false reports during the
last week.

In response to the 1
suspected death because
of measles in Kashmore,
the health department has
already conducted a case re-
sponse activity in which
137 children were vacci-
nated with the measles vac-
cine in the district, and such
activities are being con-
ducted in Dadu and other
areas of Sindh as well.

Furthermore, it is im-
perative to rely on accu-
rate and verified informa-
tion from credible sources
to prevent the spread of
misinformation and ensure
public trust in health-re-
lated matters.

President
Zardari to
arrive in Quetta
on two-day

visit today

QUETTA (INP): President
Asif Ali Zardari will arrive
in Quetta on his maiden af-
ter becoming the president
tomorrow Monday.

As per details, the
president is scheduled to
meet the chief minister, gov-
ernor of Balochistan and
other political and tribal
leaders.

President Zardari will
also participate in the oath
taking ceremony of gover-
nor Balochistan and a high
level meeting during his visit
to Quetta.

Deputy PM,
Turkish FM
discuss bilateral
ties between

two countries

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan reviewed the
state of bilateral relations on
Sunday and emphasized the
exceptional bilateral rela-
tions and the strong bonds
of friendship between Pa-
kistan and Turkey.

The two leaders met
on the sidelines of the 15™
OIC Islamic Summit Con-
ference in Banjul, The
Gambia, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
press release.

“Expressing satis-
faction with the positive
momentum in bilateral re-
lations, they reiterated
their resolve to further
deepen bilateral coopera-
tion, with a particular fo-
cus on economic, trade,
and defense sectors,” it
was added.

SSP visits

Sweet Home

LARKANA (APP): Se-
nior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Larkana Mir
Rohal Khan Khoso here
on Sunday visited Paki-
stan Sweet Home being
run with the support of
Pakistan Baitul Mal and
met with orphanage chil-
dren.

During the visit, he
also met Assistant Direc-
tor of Sweet Home Ali
Akbar Chandio and In-
charge Maria Sangi, Presi-
dent of Larkana Urban
Union, Niaz Hussain
Abro, General Secretary,
Nisar Mughiri, Altaf
Hussain Ansari, social
leader Syed Pir Shah and
others met with the or-
phans and discussed their
situation.

On this occasion,
SSP Rohal Khan Khoso
and DIG Nasir Aftab dis-
tributed sweets and gifts
to the orphans, adding
that the orphans ex-
pressed happiness seeing
SSP in their midst.

Hot, dry
weather forecast
for Sindh

KARACHI (APP): The
Pakistan Meteorological
Department on Sunday
predicted hot and dry
weather in most parts of the
Sindh province during the
next 24 hours.

However, gusty/dust
raising winds are predicted
during the afternoon.

Mainly, hot and dry
weather is likely to prevail
in the province.

/

BANJUL: eputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad

Ishaq Dar held a bilateral meeting with Foreign Minister of Republic of
Azerbaijan Jeyhun Bayramov, on the sidelines of the 15th OIC Islamic Sum-

mit Conference.

OIC SG calls for
redoubling efforts
against Israel’s genocide

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary-General of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) Hissein
Ibrahim Taha has urged the
member states to redouble
efforts to mobilize the re-
sponsibility of the interna-
tional community towards
stopping the aggression and
genocide against the Pales-
tinian people in Gaza and
the West Bank, including
Al-Quds Al-Sharif.

He also called on the
OIC Member States to con-
tinue to mobilize interna-
tional support for the rec-
ognition of the State of Pal-
estine and help it attain full
membership in the United
Nations.

He was addressing the
15" Islamic Summit Con-
ference of the Member
States of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) that commenced its
deliberation in Banjul, the
capital of The Gambia un-
der the theme: ‘Enhancing
Unity and Solidarity
through Dialogue for Sus-
tainable Development’, a
press release said.

The summit is being
held in light of the danger-
ous and unprecedented de-
velopments taking place in
the Palestinian cause, espe-
cially the crimes of the bru-
tal Israeli military aggres-
sion against the Palestinian
people.

Aimal Wali elected ANP’s
Central President; Asfandyar
as Leader of Movement

PESHAWAR (APP): Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan was
unanimously elected as the
Central President of Awami
National Party while party
chief Asfandyar Wali Khan
as the Leader of the
Party’s Movement in in-
tra-party elections fol-
lowed by the Party’s Cen-
tral Council meeting, pre-
sided over by Chairman
Central Election Commis-
sion Mian Iftikhar Hussain
here Sunday.

Former Chief Minis-
ter Amir Haider Khan Hoti
suggested the name of Sena-
tor Aimal Wali Khan for the
presidency and all members
of the Central Council ap-
proved it.

Senator Daud Khan

Vice President while Dr.
Muhammad Saleem Khan
will be the Secretary Gen-
eral.

Jawad Khattak will be
the Vice President while Ifat
Kalsoom will be the Lady
Vice President for
Islamabad.

Pervez Khan (Swabi)
from Pakhtunkhwa will be
the Vice President while Dr.
Noorjahan will be lady Vice
President.

Faridullah Damar will
be the Vice President while
Salmi Kakar will be the fe-
male Vice President for
Balochistan.

Syed Attaullah Shah
will be the Vice President
from Punjab while Qudsia
Shaheen Advocate will be
the lady Vice president.

will be the Central Senior
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HYDERABAD: Women Democratic Front leader,
Safia Sarmad addresses to media persons during
Central Convention organized by Sindhi Shagird
Tehreek, held at Hyderabad press club.

DG SFA Agha Fakhar Hussain says

Training programs are
essential for capacity
building of staff members

Independent Report
KARACHI: Sindh and
Balochistan officials have
been recognized for com-
mitment to food safety

the certificates among the
participants, including Arif
Shah Kakar DG Agriculture
Balochistan, Director
NCEAC Sindh University

standards. In a ceremony
organized by the Interna-
tional Trade Centre (ITC)
of the European Union at a
local Hotel to award certifi-

cates to Sindh and
Balochistan Food Authori-
ties gathered for those who
have completed an ISO
17025 training program.
On this occasion DG
Sindh Food Authority Agha
Fakhur Hussain distributed

Jamshoro, Prof. Dr. Syed

Tufail Hussain Shah, Mrs.
Benazir, Director Agricul-
ture Extension Sindh, Dr.
Ahmad Ali Shaikh, Direc-
tor Technical SFA,
Nageebullah, DD Finance
BFA and other lab staff
from BFA and SFA, along-
side Trainer Dr. Suhail
Shaukat, Senior Scientific
Officer, PCSIR and Dr.
Omer Tarar.

Petinn oy

CHI: People enjoy bathing at the S

ea View

picnic point after the heat increases in the city.

Bilawal felicitates
newly elected
ANP President
Aimal Wali

KARACHI (APP): Chair-
man Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has ex-
tended warm felicitations to
the newly elected President
of the Awami National
Party (ANP), Senator
Aimal Wali Khan.

The PPP Chairman, in
his congratulatory message
to Senator Aimal Wali Khan
on Sunday, expressed his
confidence that the legacy
of democracy and progres-
sive ideology, rooted in the
principles of Bacha Khan,
would continue to flourish
under Aimal Wali Khan’s
leadership.

He said that the tran-
sition of leadership within
political parties to the
younger generation marked
the onset of a promising
new chapter.

PTYV delegation
visits Mazar-e-
Quaid

KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan Television (PTV) del-
egation has visited Mazar-
e- Quaid at Karachi here the
other day and paid the trib-
ute to Quaid- e-Azam
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, the
father of the nation for his
historic struggle to create an
independent homeland for
the Muslims of Indian sub-
continent.

Director News Arif
Mahmood, Director Pro-
grams Orangzeb Afridi, Di-
rector Administration &
Personnel Farhat Abas
Janjaua, Director Current
Affairs Choudhury
Mohammed Saleem, GM
PTV Karachi Amjad
Hussain Shah, Manager PR
Ali Asghar Arbab and oth-
ers offered Fateha.

The delegation also
visited the museum at
Mazar-e-Quaid where the
personal furniture, cars,
wardrobe, and other things
of Quaid-e-Azam
Mohammed Ali Jinnah
were displayed.

Two outlaws
killed, 10
injured in police
encounters
HYDERABAD (APP):
Two suspected outlaws
were killed and 10 others
were injured in 24 separate
encounters carried out by
the Hyderabad Range Po-

lice during last 7 days.

The spokesman of
DIG Office informed here
on Sunday that as many as
265 suspects were arrested
during a week-long raids
including 30 suspects who
were rounded up during 24
encounters.

He claimed that the
police recovered 61.35 ki-
lograms of hashish, 9,490
kgs of raw material of
mainpuri and gukta, and
over 3,000 liters of moon-
shine liquour from the pos-
session of the apprehended
suspects.

Water flows
gradually rise at

Kotri barrage

HYDERABAD (APP):
The flows in the Indus
River at Kotri barrage are
gradually increasing with
24,505 cusecs water re-
corded upstream on Sunday.
According to the fig-
ures shared by the Irriga-
tion Department, the bar-
rage released 1,200 cusecs
downstream while the
rest of the water was
shared among its 4 canals.
The barrage allocated
7,150 cusecs to Kalri
Baghar Feeder Canal,
which supplied water to
Karachi, up from 6,050
cusecs on May 4, 4,705
cusecs on May 3 and
5,125 cusecs on May 2.
Likewise, 7,675 cusecs of
water was allocated to
New Fuleli canal, 5,750 to
Old Fuleli canal and 2,530
to Akram canal. Although
the allocations for Akram
and OID Fuleli canals
have remained the same
since May 1, albeit the
later witnessing a drop to
3,300 cusecs on May 3.

CM pledges to
maintain peace in city

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has vowed to
maintain peace in Karachi
at any cost, saying that the
city has already paid a
heavy price of bloodshed.

“We have paid a
heavy price for peace in
Karachi by sacrificing citi-
zens, political workers,
police, rangers, and army
personnel. Therefore, peace
in the city is very impor-
tant to us.”

He was speaking at
the condolence meeting of
Shaheed Akbar Nagori, the
younger brother of former
provincial minister Javed
Nagori held at Kikri
Ground, Lyari.

The meeting was at-
tended by Local Govt Min-
ister Saeed Ghani, MNAs
Nabil gabol, Qadir Patel,
Senator Masroor Ahsan,
MPA AsifKhan, and a large
number of party workers,

and people of Lyari.

Murad Shah stated
that the PPP government
had previously restored
law and order in the city,
and they would do the same
to tackle the street crime
challenge efficiently.

In May 2015, a terror-
ist attack claimed the life of
Akbar Nagori, a dedicated
political worker, Murad
Shah recalled the tragic in-
cident. He also highlighted
the immense sacrifices the
people of Lyari, including
men, women, and children,
made to restore and
strengthen democracy in
the country.

According to the CM,
the people of Lyari are truly
patriotic and politically
aware.

“They have actively
participated in various po-
litical movements, including
men, women, and even their
children,” he said.
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BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreigh

Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar met with
Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, on the side-
lines of the 15th OIC Islamic Summit Conference.

Azerbaijan, Tajikistan
delegation visits SSUET

KARACHI (APP): Prof.
Dr. Rakib F. Efendiev of
Baku Engineering Univer-
sity, Azerbaijan, and Prof.
Dr. Firuza Rahmatulloeva,
Director of Astronomical
Observatories, Tajikistan
Academy of Sciences vis-
ited at Sir Syed University
of Engineering and Technol-
ogy and later called on Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Dr Vali
Uddin to talk on the issues
of bilateral interests.

They discussed the
options and opportunities
for combined ventures of
both academic institutions
to promote academic and
research activities in both
countries. Dean Faculty of
Electrical and Computer
Engineering, Prof. Dr
Muhammad Amir, Dean
Faculty of Civil Engineer-
ing and Architecture Prof.
Dr Mir Shabbar Ali, Regis-

trar, Engr. Cdre. ® Syed
Sarfraz Ali, Chairperson of
the Department of Math-
ematics, Dr Asma Zaffar,
Chairperson of the Depart-
ment of Business Adminis-
tration, Dr Ammad ul Hagq,
Siraj Khilji (Advisor to
Chancellor), Prof. Dr
Rashid Kamal Ansari, Dr
Ingila Rahim (ORIC) and
Ms. Fozia Igbal were also
present on the occasion.

Prof. Dr Rakib F.
Efendiev gave a short pre-
sentation related to his re-
search work, while the
Dean Faculty of Electrical
and Computer Engineering,
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Amir
gave a brief presentation
about SSUET. Sir Syed
University has already
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Baku Engineering Univer-
sity, Azerbaijan.

DC, SSP Ghotki visit
under construction
Ghotki-Kandhkot bridge

By Tanveer Ahmed
Soomro
MIRPUR MATHELO:
Deputy Commissioner
Ghotki, along with SSP
Ghotki and SSP Special
Branch visited the under
construction  Ghotki-
Kandhkot bridge, took a
detailed briefing about the
construction Sumair Noor
Channa and SSP Special
Branch Mansoor Mughal
visited the under-construc-
tion Ghotki-Kandhkot
bridge and reviewed the
situation.
Speaking on this occa-
sion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Ghotki Dr. Syed

Muhammad Ali said that
the construction of Ghotki-
Kandhkot bridge is the first
priority of the Sindh
Government’s, this project
will reduce the distance be-
tween the two districts and
will especially benefit the
business people. He said
that the construction work
of the bridge has started
with the full cooperation of
the police and other law
enforcement agencies, the
district administration is
trying to complete the
construction work as soon
as possible, all arrange-
ments have been made in
this regard.
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KARACHI: Activists hold a protest in favor of Pry
Kumari in front of Karachi Press Club.
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Seminar on protection
of animals rights held
in Hyderabad

HYDERABAD (APP): A
seminar on the protection
of animals rights was held
at Abdullah Sports complex
Qasimabad here Sunday.

According to details,
the final year students of
the Center for Rural Devel-
opment Communication,
University of Sindh,
Jamshoro organized a
‘PETS show’ which was co-
sponsored by Voice of
Voiceless, Animal Rights
organization (ARD) and
Veterinary Doctors Alliance
(VDA).

The participants on
the occasion, said that be-
sides humans, animals were

also holding rights however
their rights could not be ful-
filled accordingly and ani-
mals were being ignored
declaring them dumb.

They said that like
human beings, animals were
also a part of our ecosys-
tem as they also remained
the helping hand of humans
and needed proper atten-
tion.

They stressed upon
the need for devising a
comprehensive strategy
for the protection of ani-
mals by inclusion of eco
experts, veterinary Doc-
tors, educationists and
civil society activists.
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