
BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar met with
Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress of China Zheng
Jianbang, on the sidelines of the 15th OIC Islamic
Summit Conference.

Federal Minister Jam Kamal Khan receiving a high-level Saudi business delegation upon its arrival.

GILGIT: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar
Khan in a meeting with Federal Minister for Com-
munication Abdul Aleem Khan at CM Secretariat.

Provincial Minister for Communication & Works
Mir Saleem Ahmed Khosa being briefed during
his visit to under construction District Headquar-
ters Hospital Sohbarpur

QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Sardarzada Mir Faisal Khan Jamali
addressing a ceremony held in connection with International Midwife Day

President to
arrive in Quetta

on two-day
visit today

QUETTA (INP):  President
Asif Ali Zardari will arrive
in Quetta on his maiden af-
ter becoming the president
tomorrow Monday.

As per details, the
president is scheduled to
meet the chief minister, gov-
ernor of Balochistan and
other political and tribal
leaders. President Zardari
will also participate in the
oath taking ceremony of
governor Balochistan and a
high level meeting during his
visit to Quetta.

Pak-Saudi investment conference to be held today

Saudi trade delegation
arrives Pakistan for mutual

investment cooperation
50-member delegation aims to explore

various avenues of trade and investment
between the two countries

Deputy PM, VC Zheng
express determination to
complete CPEC projects

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
50-member high-level Saudi
trade delegation led by the
Deputy Investment Minis-
ter of Saudi Arabia, Ibrahim
Almubarak, arrived here on
Sunday with the aim of ex-
ploring various avenues of
trade and investment to
further strengthen and
promote bilateral rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries.

Upon their arrival at
Noor Khan Air Base, the
Saudi dignitaries were wel-
comed by Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan and Petroleum Min-
ister Musadik Masood
Malik, said a press release
issued by the Ministry of
Commerce.

Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal Khan high-
lighted that the three-day
visit of the Saudi delegation
geared towards enhancing
trade relations between in-

vestors from both countries
and identifying trade and
investment opportunities
across various sectors of
Pakistan’s economy.

He said that the Minis-
try had selected numerous
Pakistani companies in rel-
evant sectors for Business-
to-Business (B2B) meet-
ings with their Saudi coun-
terparts, adding that lead-
ing Pakistani companies
would collaborate with 30
Saudi companies across dif-
ferent sectors.

The B2B meetings will
specifically target sectors
such as agriculture, mining,
human resources, energy,
chemicals and maritime.
Moreover, discussions will
extend to investment pros-
pects in other sectors in-
cluding refinery, IT, reli-
gious tourism, telecom,
aviation, construction, wa-
ter and power generation,
he said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
Vice Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the
National People’s Con-
gress of China Zheng
Jianbang on Sunday ex-
pressed their determina-
tion to complete all China
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) projects and
further upgrade this coop-
eration to achieve shared
objectives.

During a meeting on
the sidelines of the 15th
OIC Islamic Summit Con-
ference in Banjul, The
Gambia, the deputy prime
minister and foreign min-
ister reiterated Pakistan’s
firm support to China’s
core issues and under-
scored the importance of
enhanced mutually pro-
ductive ties through close

economic collaboration
and cooperation. Vice
Chairman Zheng Jianbang
reaffirmed China’s sup-
port Pakistan’s sover-
eignty, territorial integrity
and development, Foreign
Office Spokesperson said
in a press release.

“The two sides reaf-
firmed the All-Weather
Strategic Cooperative
Partnership between Paki-
stan and China and ex-
changed views on deepen-
ing exchanges between the
Parliament of Pakistan and
the National People’s
Congress of China,” it was
added.

Dar and Zheng also
discussed China’s growing
relation sh ip  wi th  t h e
OIC and underlined the
importance of dialogue
and understanding for
mutual peace and pros-
perity.

Jaffar Mandokhail to take oath as
24th Governor of Balochistan today

Jamali calls for providing conducive
environment to midwives in remote areas

PML-N invites PPP to
join coalition Govt

ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
PML-N has again con-
tacted the People’s Party to
join the coalition govern-
ment. According to media
reports, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz has con-
tacted via mutual friends
inviting the PPP to join the
government.

The PPP sources said
that the PML-N has re-
quested the party to join the
government prior to the
next budget. “The challenges
faced by the country could
not be tackled by a single
political party,” PML-N
said. “We want to guide the
country out of the crises by
joining hands with the
PPP,” ruling party said in
its message.

“The PML-N intends
to present the budget along
with the People’s Party”,
sources said. The ruling
party has also asked the
PPP to submit its budget
proposals as partner in the
government”.

According to party
sources, the PPP didn’t yet
convey its answer to those
who brought the message.

The PML-N repeatedly in-
vited the PPP to be the part
of the government scores of
times,” PPP sources earlier
said.

“The PML-N also in-
vited the PPP earlier at the
oath taking of Aseefa
Bhutto as MNA,” party
sources said. The party has
been invited to join the fed-
eral as well as Punjab gov-
ernment as an ally.

“The PPP didn’t re-
spond to the government
over the offer, neither the
party held consultations
over the issue,” sources
said. Sources said that the
PPP leadership has been
under pressure to join the
government. The party’s
parliamentarians from
Sindh backing to join the
government.

However, a senior party
leader from Sindh has ve-
hemently opposed the of-
fer and communicated the
opinion to the party’s lead-
ership. The People’s
Party’s Punjab leadership
opined to join the govern-
ment in Punjab instead of
the Centre.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Health,
Sardarzada Faisal Khan
Jamali has underlined the
need to provide conducive
working environment to the
midwives in remote areas of
the province.

The Minister said that
the role of midwives is very
important in provision of
healthcare facilities in the
remote areas so we should
ensure conducive environ-
ment to them so that they
may serve in the remote ar-
eas befittingly.

Sardarzada Faisal Jamali
was addressing a ceremony
held in connection with the

Midwife Day under aus-
pices of MNCH
Programme here at a local
hotel on Sunday.

The Secretary Health,
Abdullah Khan and other
concerned high ups were
present in the ceremony.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister Health
said that basic objective
behind observance of the
day is to recognize the ser-
vices of midwives and pro-
vide them identity in the
society.

He also stressed the
need to provide jobs to the
midwives on contract basis
besides giving them
monthly stipends.

He said that it would
also be our utmost endeav-
our to provide desired kits
to them so that they per-
form their duties well.

He noted with content-
ment that there is marked
reduction in maternal mor-
tality rate because of the
trained midwives who join
the profession.

The Secretary Health
Abdullah Khan appreciated
performance of the MNCH
Programme and said that
there is key role of commu-
nity midwiferies in the far
flung areas of the province.
As a result, mothers are get-
ting better healthcare facili-
ties, he added.

BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Senator Muhammad
Ishaq Dar addressing 15th OIC Islamic Summit Conference.

Pakistan urges OIC states to
get united for ceasefire in Gaza

Deputy PM voices Pakistan’s deep concern over Israeli brutal military onslaught
against Palestinians; Reiterates need for peace talks to resume, condemns India's

anti-Pakistan rhetoric and Islamophobic narratives

ISLAMABAD (APP): Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar on Sunday
expressed Pakistan’s deep concern over Israel’s ongoing
brutal military onslaught against the Palestinian people
in Gaza and the West Bank. In the backdrop of the geno-
cide of Palestinians and atrocities of Israeli forces, he
urged the OIC Member States to work together for an
immediate and unconditional ceasefire and uninterrupted
humanitarian assistance to the besieged Palestinians.

Addressing the 15th Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) Summit Conference in Banjul, the capital
of The Gambia, he also expressed Pakistan’s support for
Palestine’s admission as a full member of the UN,
resumption of the peace process for realization of the
two-State solution and establishment of a viable, con-
tiguous and sovereign State of Palestine on the basis of
pre-1967 borders, with Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital,
Foreign Office Spokesperson said in a press release.

Highlighting Indian atrocities in Indian Illegally Oc-

cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), especially after
India’s illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 2019, the
deputy prime minister and foreign minister urged the
OIC to implement its Action Plan on Jammu and Kash-
mir; demand that India ends all human rights violations;
release Hurriyat leaders; and reverse its illegal demographic
and other unilateral laws.

He appreciated the OIC for its principled support
for the Kashmir cause and requested the OIC member
countries to use their influence for urgent resolution of
Jammu and Kashmir dispute as per relevant UN Security
Council and the OIC resolutions.

Condemning the rising trend of Islamophobia and
discrimination against Muslims in various parts of the
world, the deputy prime minister and foreign minister
urged the OIC to formulate a joint strategy to work with
global social media platforms to harmonize their applica-
tion of content regulation policies for blasphemous, anti-
Islamic and Islamophobic content.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The senior poli-
tician and provincial Presi-
dent of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N),
Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail is due to take
oath as 24th Governor
Balochistan today (Mon-
day) morning.

According to the
sources of Governor House,
the graceful oath taking cer-
emony of Governor
Balochistan is scheduled to
be held at 11:00 AM today
(Monday) at the Governor
House.

The Chief Justice High
Court, Mr. Justice
Muhammad Hashim Khan
Kakar will administer oath

to Sheikh Jaffar
Mandokahil.

The Chief Minister,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti,
provincial ministers, parlia-
mentarians, political per-
sonalities, tribal elders,
Chief Secretary, administra-
tive secretaries of provin-

cial government depart-
ments would participate in
the oath taking ceremony.

It may be mentioned
here that the PML-N lead-
ership had nominated
Sheikh Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail as new Gov-
ernor Balochistan.

The PML-N central
leader, Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif had con-
veyed him his nomination
about Governor.

His predecessor Malik
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar
served as the Governor
Balochistan around 14
months. Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar had been appointed
as 23rd Governor on March
3, 2023.

Around 99 percent target of
polio immunization achieved

as drive comes to an end
Independent Report

QUETTA: Around 99 per-
cent target of the polio im-
munization has been
achieved as the seven-day
special anti-polio campaign
came to an end on Sunday.

The Emergency Opera-
tion Center (EOC) for Po-
lio Eradication Balochistan
sources informed that the
seven-day anti-polio cam-
paign launched in 30 dis-
tricts of the province was
concluded on Sunday with
the aggregate target of 99
percent achieved.

The campaign was
launched in 30 out of total

36 districts of Balochistan
on Monday last.

The EOC sources said
that more than 10,000
teams including mobile,
fixed sites and transit point
teams were constituted to
vaccinate the children be-
low five years of age and
thus achieve the due target.

According to the EOC,
the campaign aimed at vac-
cinating the children against
the threat of polio virus in
the province and especially
after two cases of the crip-
pling disease were reported
from two districts of the
province i.e., Dera Bugti
and Chaman this year.

HRCP expresses concern
over journalist’s killing

in Balochistan

CM Balochistan
lauds successful

operations
against miscreants
QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on Sun-
day expressed his satisfac-
tion over the successful op-
eration against miscreants in
the Quetta and Kachi dis-
tricts of the province.

The district administra-
tion, police, Levis and took
timely action against the
outlaws, Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
adding that the timely op-
eration of the law enforce-
ment agencies against elements
hostile to peace is a manifesta-
tion of the professional perfor-
mance of the force.

The CM, expressing
zero tolerance to the ele-
ments opposed to peace,
said the elements that un-
dermine peace will be dealt
with strictly. Protection of
life and property of the
people is the constitutional
responsibility of the govern-
ment and the state knows
well how to play its role in
dealing with violent inci-
dents and restoring peace,
he remarked.

QUETTA (APP): The
Human Rights Com-
mission of  Pakistan
Balochistan Chapter
on Sunday expressed
concern over the
journalist’s killing in
Balochistan.

A statement issued
here said HRCP is ap-
palled by the apparent
targeted kil l ing of
Khuzdar Press Club
president Muhammad
Siddique Mengal in a
car bomb attack that
had left two others
dead and several in-
jured -  ironically
enough on World
Press Freedom Day.

In a province where
journalists already
work under immense

pressure and at risk to
themselves, this attack
is bound to have a
chilling effect on the
media,  with many
working journalists
having migrated from
Khuzdar out of fear,
according to accounts
shared with HRCP.

HRCP statement
further urged that the
attackers must be
brought to book
swiftly.

Balochistan must
also urgently enact
laws protecting jour-
nalists’ safety and es-
tablish a safety commis-
sion to ensure that per-
petrators of such attacks
are held to account, it
maintained.

PM felicitates
Sadiq Khan on

his re-election as
Mayor of London

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday congratu-
lated Sadiq Khan on his
election as Mayor of Lon-
don for the third consecu-
tive term.

The prime minister of-
fered his heartiest felicita-
tion to the newly elected
Mayor Sadiq Khan ‘on his
hat trick’, PM Office Me-
dia Wing said in a press re-
lease issued here.

As a hard-working Brit-
ish Pakistani, he not only
raised the head of his par-
ents high but also made ev-
ery Pakistani to rejoice his
victory with pride, he fur-
ther observed.

Two banned TTP
terrorists killed

in CTD encounter
RAWALPINDI (INP):  Two
terrorists of the outlawed
Tehreek-e-Talban Pakistan
(TTP)  were ki l led  in
firefighting with officials
of the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) in
Rawalpindi. According to
the spokesman CTD, dur-
ing the firing, the two most
wanted terrorists were killed
by their own accomplices.
Both terrorists were in-
volved in the  attack on
Dolphin Force in
Drawlpindi as a result of
which a young cop of Dol-
phin Force was martyred,
said spokesman CTD.
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Commerce News

Hasty transition
Out of nowhere, the government has launched a
new cybercrime authority: the National Cyber Crimes
Investigation Agency. This move to replace the
FIA’s cybercrime wing raises substantial concerns
about the motive behind it.

The NCCIA is mandated to handle offences
under the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act,
which, activists allege, was used routinely by the
FIA to silence dissent. Of course, conversely, bad
actors use social media to spread disinformation
and misinformation, necessitating oversight.

But at a time when digital rights and privacy
remain key issues for the state to address, the au-
thorities have opted to forgo any meaningful dia-
logue with digital rights groups, the IT sector, or
even the public. Such an opaque approach fosters
distrust and scepticism towards the government’s
intentions. It has neither presented a clear rationale
nor demonstrated the deficiencies within the exist-
ing framework that necessitated this move.

The reuse of the FIA’s resources — personnel,
assets, and existing cases — under a new banner
raises a fundamental question: what exactly is the
objective of the NCCIA that the FIA could not
achieve? If the goal was to enhance capabilities or
streamline operations, would it not have been more
prudent to bolster the existing framework rather than
dismantle it? The abruptness of the move suggests
the new rulers are not behind it.

The move will likely create redundancies and
confusion, diluting the focus from actual cybercrime
threats to the procedural chaos of transitioning to a
new agency. Also, such disruptions could hinder
ongoing operations and complicate international
cooperation under links nurtured by the FIA.

Furthermore, the NCCIA, with its broad and
unclear mandate, could potentially lead to increased
surveillance and data collection practices, encroach-
ing upon the personal liberties of citizens under the
guise of security.

It appears the PML-N government is working
in the same manner as when Peca was being pro-
mulgated, when no input was taken. The situation
has called into question the regulatory environment
for the internet in the coming years. Ostensibly, the
aim is to exert greater control over social media and
to gain more power to crack down on activists, dis-
sidents and journalists critical of state policies.

The government owes the public an explana-
tion of the necessity and aims of the NCCIA. It
must articulate how this new set-up will better serve
the cybersecurity needs of the nation without com-
promising democratic freedoms.

It is also crucial that further developments in
this area involve a broad spectrum of stakeholders.
Engaging with experts in digital rights, cybersecurity,
the legal domain, and the public is essential to en-
sure that the agency’s operations are balanced, ef-
fective, and respectful of the rights it is purportedly
designed to protect. The urge to police social media
must be resisted.

Inconsistent ties
Aizaz Ahmad

Chaudhry

After withdrawing its
troops from Afghanistan
in August 2021, the US
appears to have
downsized its relations
with Pakistan. President
Joe Biden did not make
any contact with
Pakistan’s leadership for
the first three years of
his presidency. It is only
in March this year that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif received an un-
signed letter from him
underscoring the “en-
during partnership” be-
tween the two nations
and identifying areas
where they could work
together. Biden’s letter
was generally welcomed
in Pakistan because of
the country’s policy to
maintain mutually benefi-
cial ties with all major
powers, including the US
with which it has had
sustained periods of
close cooperation.

However, the letter
has not fundamentally
altered the tenor of the
bilateral relationship,
though some official
contacts have started.
The acting
undersecretary for politi-
cal affairs visited
Islamabad recently for
talks on bilateral ties, in-
cluding regional security
issues. Our prime minis-
ter sent a short reply to
Biden’s letter, and the
current US ambassador
to Pakistan seems in-
clined to enhance bilat-
eral ties. There could be
five plausible reasons for
America’s current disen-
chantment with Paki-
stan. First, political insta-
bility, the continuing
economic crisis, and the
worsening law and order
situation have lowered
Pakistan’s relevance for
the outside world, in-
cluding the US. Second,
after withdrawing its
troops from Afghani-
stan, the US lost interest
in that country and Paki-
stan, though the resur-
gence of terrorist entities
in Afghanistan, is be-
coming a growing inter-

national concern. Third,
the US is now focused
on its rivalry with China,
for which it has chosen
India as its strategic part-
ner. Fourth, the US
seems to have con-
cluded that Pakistan is in
the Chinese camp even
though Pakistan has
consistently signalled its
desire for strategic au-
tonomy. Fifth, the allega-
tion that the US had
played a role in the April
2022 regime change per-
sists, even though
Donald Lu in his recent
testimony before the
Congressional subcom-
mittee has denied it.

This is not the first
time that Pakistan and
the US have been es-
tranged. In fact, during
the past seven decades,
their relationship has
oscillated between warm
engagement and cold es-
trangement. When Paki-
stan started its life as an
independent state in
1947, it had to build its
statecraft from scratch,
with the then Indian lead-
ers determined to undo
Pakistan. The US at that
time appeared as the pre-
ferred source for much-
needed economic and
military assistance. Ex-
perts from the US facili-
tated the green revolu-
tion and rapid industrial
development. Pakistan
soon became a role
model for other develop-
ing countries. Pakistanis
thought that they had
found in the US an en-
during partner.

But this assessment
turned out to be incor-
rect. The bonhomie
ended with the 1965 In-
dia-Pakistan war, when
the US imposed sanc-
tions on Pakistan. Later
in 1971, the expectation
that America’s seventh
fleet would help Pakistan
was dashed. The two
countries moved away
from each other only to
come closer a decade
later when Soviet forces
entered Afghanistan. Pa-
kistan teamed up with
the US and helped cre-
ate nurseries for the Af-
ghan jihad. However, as

soon as the Soviets left
Afghanistan, America
imposed sanctions on
Pakistan under the
Pressler Amendment.

The events of 9/11
once again brought the
two closer, this time to
fight a global war on ter-
ror. However, as the war
in Afghanistan lingered
on, a frustrated US de-
cided to pull out its
troops, partly holding Pa-
kistan responsible be-
cause of its support for
the Afghan Taliban. Ever
since, the two countries
have been dr--ifting away
from each other. A debate
is on--going in Pakistan
as to why US-Pak-istan
ties resemble a roller-
coaster ride and whether
America is a reliable
friend. The answer lies in
a mismatch of expecta-
tions. For Pakistanis, a
friend in need is a friend
indeed. How-ever, for the
US, as indeed for most
powers, inter-state rela-
tionship is a function of
the convergence of mu-
tual interests.

An important ques-
tion weighing on the
minds of Pakistan’s lead-
ership concerns how to
find the right balance in
our ties with the US and
China, which are locked
in an intensifying strate-
gic competition. China is
a great friend which has
made significant invest-
ments in Pakistan, in-
cluding CPEC. It has
never embarrassed us or
intervened in our inter-
nal affairs, and always
supported us at interna-
tional forums. The US is
our largest trading part-
ner, a long-standing
source of investments, a
favourite destination of
Pakistani students and
physicians, important to
our IT community, and a
military partner in the
fight against terrorism.

That the govern-
ment of Pakistan has de-
cided to maintain rela-
tions with both the US
and China predicated on
our own national inter-
ests seems to be the right
course of action.   --
Courtesy Dawn

An opportunity being lost
Ghazi Salahuddin

Being a man of action in
the lazy sett ing of
Pakistan’s politics, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
would know that every
challenge is an opportu-
nity. The bigger the chal-
lenge, the bigger the op-
portunity. And the task he
has at hand now is truly
monumental.  So, what
does his response look
like?

Before I come to
that, let me dwell a bit on
this theory of challenge
and response that was de-
fined by English historian
Arnold Toynbee. This hy-
pothesis by a philosopher
of history explains why
and how civilizations
throughout history have
grown and vanished.

Toynbee concluded
that, in the words of a text
I have, civilizations “pros-
pered by meeting chal-
lenges head-on with the
help of innovative minori-
ties led by exceptional
leaders”. We are told that
“civilizations began to fail
when their leaders ceased
to respond creatively to
challenges”.

There is little doubt
that Pakistan is presently
in bad shape. There seems
no way out of our present
difficulties. I am tempted
to quote Thomas Paine:
“These are times that try
men’s souls; the summer
soldier and the sunshine
patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of
his country; but he that
stands it now deserves
the love and thanks of
man and woman”.

If these are sublime
thoughts, let me climb
down to the level of the
ridiculous. On Sunday
last, on a holiday when all
government offices are
closed, the Cabinet Divi-
sion issued a notification
to announce the appoint-
ment of Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar as the deputy
prime minister “with im-
mediate effect and until
further orders”. The ap-
pointment, of course, was
made by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who has
to deal with many great
challenges.

During this week,
Ishaq Dar’s elevation has
been widely discussed in

the media. In countless
conversations across the
country,  in  drawing
rooms and on coffee
tables and street corners,
people may have won-
dered about this move. It
seemed something not so
much for the serious po-
litical commentators as
for the comedy shows
and the cartoons.

Since this subject is
already dated for this col-
umn, I’ll let it go. But that
initial thought about the
grim challenge that the
prime minister has to re-
spond to is important for
the nation. Is it at all do-
able? Is the goal within the
reach of Shehbaz Sharif
or any other leader in this
country? Is there a pre-
scription somewhere to
guide the leader of a coun-
try like Pakistan?

Moving ahead is
something. Our story is
that of lagging behind. In
recent decades, our rank-
ing in South Asia, across
almost all social indica-
tors,  has gone down.
These are societies very
much l ike ours.  This
means that we have les-
sons to learn. On the face
of it, it should be easy for
us to follow in the foot-
steps of some specific
countries.

Ah, but every un-
happy country is  un-
happy in its own ways.
Pakistan has its unique
problems. What is not
unique is the leadership it
has – and I am not allud-
ing here to the man who
is in office at present.
Those who pretend to
know the solutions have
never been in short sup-
ply. Yet, the country ap-
pears to be wandering in
the wilderness.

When I suggest that
the present arrangement
is not  del ivering,  the
point is that no radical
moves have been made to
create momentum for
change. No revolutionary
steps are in evidence to
turn the tide of events. By
and large, the impression
is that this is business as
usual. Sadly, this will not
work. It does not work in
revolutionary times.

Are these revolu-
tionary times? An an-
swer to  this quest ion
would require a solemn

investigation by social
scientists and thinkers.
We are aware of the at-
tention that the present
rulers are devoting to
economic revival. This is
necessary bu t  econo-
mists and financial ex-
p e r t s  can n o t  se t  a
country’s ideological,
intellectual and moral
sense of direction.

Incidentally, I was
in Lahore to participate
in the 5th Asma Jahangir
Conference when the
news of Ishaq Dar’s ad-
d i t i on al  app oin tment
was made public, allow-
ing us a little diversion
in the midst  of  some
very thoughtful and en-
gaging discussions. The
entire weekend pulsated
with  exci tement  with
the presence of so many
renowned national and
international observers
of current  affairs and
d e fen d er s  o f  h u man
rights.

Ever since her un-
timely death in Febru-
ary 2018, this country
has desperately been in
need of the wisdom and
co u rage  th a t  As ma
Jahangir possessed. She
was an exceptional hu-
man  b e i n g  a n d  h e r
s t ru gg le  fo r  h u man
rights i s  an inspir ing
chapter in our history.

One measure o f
Asma Jahangir’s stature
in the global narrative of
democracy and human
rights was the quality of
participation and dis-
course in this conference
on the theme: ‘People’s
Mandate: Safeguarding
Civil Rights in  South
Asia’. In terms of how it
was conceived and de-
signed, the conference
was a very insightful
compendium of analyses
and elucidations of an
entire range of national
issues. It is not possible
for me to  sum up the
proceedings of the con-
ference. The idea is to
see it against the back-
drop of what is happen-
ing in Pakistan and what
o p t io ns  d o  ou r
policymakers and rulers
have to set things right.
In other words, here was
something for those in
power to seriously look
into and interact with in
an intellectual context.

Rotary International district 3271
recognizes outstanding social services at

HOPECON conference 2024

DUBAI: A team of Pakistan’s Consulate in Dubai headed by Ali Zeb Khan, Trade & Investment Counsellor
received by H.E. Mohammed Khalifa Bin Dhaen Al Mheiri, Group Chairman Bin Dhaen Holding &
Chairman of Jumeira University at Khalifa Bin Dhaen Majlis, Zabeel Dubai.

Escalating Tobacco Tax by 37%
proposed by SPDC & WHO
to save lives, boost revenue

ISLAMABAD (INP): An
increase of 37% in Federal
Excise Duty (FED) on
tobacco products has been
proposed by the Social
Policy Development
Centre (SPDC) to reinforce
the gains already achieved
and to advance further in
enhancing public health
outcomes and revenue
collection.

“Pakistan can save as
many as 265,000 lives,
generate an additional
revenue of Rs 37.7 billion
and push 757,000 people

to quit smoking through
increasing the FED by 37
percent,” said the SPDC
policy paper name
“Recovering Healthcare
Costs and Saving Lives”
that aligns recommendation
of World Health
Organization (WHO) and
Campaign for Tobbaco
Free Kids (CTFK).

The SPDC proposal
comes when the
government prepares to
outline its budgetary
agenda, in a bid prioritize
public health and economic

prosperity through
targeted tobacco tax
reforms. Pakistan has two-
tiered system of FED on
cigarettes. The country
made significant strides and
increased the FED on
cigarettes in 2022-23 with
substantial increase in
FED. The current FED
share in retail prices is 48
percent and 68 percent
respectively for low and
high tiers.The SPDC has
warned of negative effect
on both the revenue and
public health efforts if the

rates (FED) were not
increased and trend was
not maintained. Therefore,
it advocated to further
adjust the FED in line with
international standards, to
take the tax share of retail
prices towards 70 percent.

The proposal seeks
to take the FED share to
54 percent or Rs 154 and
72.1 percent or Rs 452 for
economy and premium
brands, respectively.

The proposal was
backed by the gains of
previous tax adjustments.

Independent Report
KARACHI: The Rotary
International District 3271
recently held a successful
3-day HOPECON Confer-
ence 2024 at a private ho-
tel. Deputy Governor
Shaikh Imtiaz Hussain was
honored with the Award for
Continuous Best Social Ser-

vices for three consecutive
years. Shaikh Imtiaz
Hussain has been awarded
the Best President in the
first year, Best Assistant
Governor in the second
year, and Best Deputy
Governor this year.

The conference was
attended by more than 700
Rotarians from all over the
world. It featured distin-
guished personalities such

as Trustee The Rotary
Foundation Aziz
Memon,former Finance
Minister Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla, former Fed-
eral Minister Dr. Ishrat
Hussain, Muhammad Ali
Tabba, Deputy Governor
State Bank Dr. Inayat
Hussain, Majyd Aziz, CEO

Unilever Pakistan Amir
Paracha, CEO AKUH Dr.
Farhat Abbas, Director Pre-
mier Cables Shahid Ismail,
and Chairperson Hisaar
Foundation Simi Kamal,
among others. Renowned
artists Abrar ul Haq, Uzmi
and Barkat Ali, Mayer
Hasan, Sahar Gul Khan,
and others also showcased
their talents during the 3-
day HOPECON Confer-

ence 2024.
Governor Sindh

Kamran Tessori also partici-
pated in the event and pre-
sented Deputy Governor
Shaikh Imtiaz Hussain with
the Best Deputy Governor
Award. Prior to this, Shaikh
Imtiaz Hussain had already
received awards for Best

President and Best Assis-
tant Governor. Additionally,
during the conference, Dis-
trict Facilitator Rear Admi-
ral (Rtd.) Tanveer Ahmed
was honored with Rotary’s
highest accolade “Service
Above Self”, Akhter Alvi
was awarded Best Regional
Mentor, and District Secre-
tary Asif Makati was rec-
ognized as the Rotarian of
the Year.

NPO launches program for
development of gemstone sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Productivity
Organization (NPO)
initiated a technical
assistance program for the
gemstone sector in
collaboration with the
Asian Productivity
Organization (APO)
Tokyo, Japan for the
development of sector.

Consultancy and
workshops focused on
gemstone identification,
certification, cutting and

polishing techniques with
experts from the Gems and
Jewelry Institute,
Thailand, said a press
release issued here Sunday.

Sessions held in
Peshawar, Gilgit,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi and
Lahore aimed to enhance
stakeholder capacity and
foster economic growth
through knowledge sharing
and skill development.

The program
involved industry

professionals, associations
and international experts,
promoting collaboration
and economic prosperity
in the gems and jewelry
sector.

The experts shared
knowledge and hands-on
skills and practices for
enhancing the capacity of
the stakeholders, paving
way for broader
collaboration and propelling
towards sustained economic
prosperity.

FBR set plan to
register shopkeepers
through its own staff

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) has
announced plan to
automatically register
shopkeepers through its
own staff who remained
evaded to participate in the
Trader-Friendly Scheme.

Media reports
indicate that millions of
traders across the country
evade direct tax payments,
prompting the FBR to
initiate measures to address
registration discrepancies.

Surveys will be
conducted nationwide to
facilitate registration, with
dedicated teams deployed
for on-the-spot
registration checks.
Specialized teams will
conduct field visits in
respective cities to oversee
the registration process.

Traders were offered
the opportunity to
contribute to the country’s
economy through minimal
tax payments under the
Trader-Friendly Scheme. SNGPL executives and

engineers demand removal
of disparities in salaries
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE:
The junior and middle
executives and engineers of
the Sui Northern Gas
Pipelines Limited have
demanded removal of
certain disparities in
salaries and
implementation of the
policies approved in the
HR Manual.

In a representation
addressed to the SNGPL
Managing Director dated
April 20, 2024, the
SNGPL junior and middle
executives and engineers
said that they had been the
most deprived segments of
the organization as they

had been struggling hard to
meet their daily needs
owing to the company’s
ironic compensation
packages.

These executives and
engineers have to work in
hostile and challenging
environments with limited
resources sometimes in
hazardous conditions like
as frequent incidents of
shootings, beatings,
threats, harassment and
legal court cases registered
against them by high
profile individuals or
general public inside or
outside the SNGPL
premises on a repeated
basis.

Govt needs to minimize
production cost, enhance

exports: Anjum Nisar
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chairman Businessmen
Panel and former President
FPCCI, Mian Anjum Nisar
has said that the government
should promote
industrialization and
enhance exports through
lowering cost of production,
paying early refunds to
solve liquidity crunch and
relaxing import policy for
industrial raw material.

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, he said
that business community
was facing tough challenges
because of limited

business; therefore, the
government should
formulate regional,
provincial and central level
task force besides chalking
out sector wise regional
policies which would help
it to address the problems
confronted by exporters.

Mian Anjum Nisar
suggested that One
Window Operation should
be introduced for the
replacing the lengthy
procedures that involve
interaction of
manufacturers with various
agencies.

SNGPL
disconnects

12 connections
of gas pilferers
MULTAN (APP):  Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) teams
took action against twelve
more gas pilferers and
disconnected their
connections. According to
the details, a customer
was found using a
household meter for a
generator and hospital
machinery at Amin
Hospital Burewala, on
which the task force team
disconnected his
meter.   Likewise, five
connections of consumers
were removed in Burewala
for being i l legally
installed far away from
the required distance.
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China’s Xi praises French
ties as Macron prepares to

talk trade
Xi, who was wel-

comed in Paris by Prime
Minister Gabriel Attal, said
in a statement released on
his arrival that ties between
China and France were “a
model for the international
community of peaceful co-
existence and win-win coop-
eration between countries
with different social sys-
tems”. France is backing a
European Union probe into
Chinese electric vehicle ex-
ports, and in January, Beijing
opened an investigation into
mostly French-made im-
ports of brandy.

Russia hits Ukraine
regions, Zelenskiy says
Su-25 bomber downed Israeli police raid

Al Jazeera after
shutdown order

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Israeli po-
lice raided a Jerusalem ho-
tel room used by Al Jazeera
as its de facto office on Sun-
day following a government
decision to shut down the
Qatari-owned TV station’s
local operations, an Israeli
official and an Al Jazeera
source told Reuters. Video
circulated online showed
plainclothes officers dis-
mantling camera equip-
ment in a hotel room.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russian attacks on
Ukraine’s Kharkiv and
Dnipro regions and the Black
Sea port city of Odesa killed
at least two civilians, set a
food factory ablaze and dam-
aged other infrastructure,
homes and commercial build-
ings on Saturday, regional of-
ficials said. President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy said
Russia had used eight missiles
of various kinds and nearly
70 guided aerial bombs
against communities and
frontline positions during the
day, after Ukraine’s air force

downed 13 Shahed drones
that targeted the Kharkiv and
Dnipro regions overnight.
Zelenskiy said Moscow had
no desire for peace. “Russia
can only be forced to leave
Ukraine alone,” he said in his
nightly video address. A
world peace summit taking
place in Switzerland in June -
without Russia - “must suc-
ceed”, he said. He said
Ukraine’s 110th mechanised bri-
gade brought down a Russian
Su-25 fighter-bomber over the
eastern Donetsk region, one of
four areas of Ukraine Moscow
says it has annexed.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: President Xi
Jinping lauded China’s ties
with France as an interna-
tional model on Sunday as
he arrived in Paris for a rare
visit against a backdrop of
mounting trade disputes
with the EU. French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron is
set to urge Xi to reduce trade
imbalances and to use his
influence with Russia over
the war in Ukraine. China’s
President is due to meet
Macron and European
Commission chief Ursula
von der Leyen on Monday.

North Korea’s
UN ambassador
says new sanctions

monitoring
groups will fail

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: Efforts led by
the US and other Western
countries to form new
groups to monitor sanc-
tions on North Korea will
fail, the country’s UN en-
voy said on Sunday, ac-
cording to state media
KCNA.

Ambassador Kim
Song made the comment
in response to  a joint
statement the US and its
allies issued this week
calling to continue the
work of a UN panel of
experts monitoring
longstanding sanctions
against Pyongyang for its
nuclear weapons and mis-
sile programs.

France’s Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, China’s President Xi Jinping and
his wife Peng Liyuan walk under umbrellas upon their arrival for an official
two-day state visit, at Orly airport, south of Paris.

Gaza needs biggest
post-war reconstruction
effort since WWII: UN

Russia accuses Nato of
preparing for conflict

Brazil mounts frantic
rescue effort as
flooding kills 66

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Nato’s four-
month-long military exer-
cises near Russia’s borders,
known as Steadfast De-
fender, are proof the alliance
is preparing for a potential
conflict with Russia, a
spokeswoman for Russia’s
Foreign Ministry said on
Saturday.

The spokeswoman,
Maria Zakharova, dis-
missed accusations by Nato
this week that Russia is
engaged in hybrid attacks on
its member states, saying
this was misleading “mis-
information” aimed at dis-
tracting people from the
alliance’s activities. It was
Nato that had waged a hy-
brid war with Russia by sup-
porting Ukraine with arms,
intelligence and finances, she
said in a statement.

“Right now, Nato’s
largest exercise since the
Cold War, Steadfast De-

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: The United
Nations said that the post-
war reconstruction of Gaza
would require an interna-
tional effort unseen since
the aftermath of World War
II, estimating it could cost
up to US$40 billion.

It came as Hamas chief
Ismail Haniyeh struck an
optimistic tone over a pos-
sible truce and hostage re-
lease deal for Gaza, after
weeks of largely stalled ne-
gotiations. There have been
reports of sticking points be-
tween the militant group and
Israel nearly seven months
into the war that has devas-
tated the Palestinian terri-
tory. But Haniyeh, head of
the militant group’s Qatar-
based political bureau, said
in calls to Egyptian and
Qatari mediators that Hamas
was studying the latest pro-
posal with a “positive spirit”.

Monitoring Desk
RIO GRANDE DO SUL:
Authorities in southern
Brazil raced against the
clock on Sunday to res-
cue people from raging
floods and mudslides that
have killed at least 66 and
forced more than 80,000
to flee their homes.

Across Porto Alegre,
the capital city of Rio
Grande do Sul  state,
people stood on rooftops
hoping to be rescued,
while others in canoes or
small boats navigated
streets that had turned
into rivers.

Civil defence offi-
cials said at least 101
people were missing in
the latest in a string of
catastrophic weather
events in  the South
American giant.

Viewed from the air,
Porto Alegre was com-
pletely flooded,  with
streets under water and
the roofs of some houses
barely visible.

According to the lo-

cal  municipal i ty,  the
Guaiba River,  which
flows through the city of
1 .4 mi l l ion  people ,
reached a record high
level of 5.3 metres, well
above the historic peak
of 4.76 metres that had
stood as a record since
the devasta t ing 1941
floods.Water was still
advancing into economi-
cal ly important  Porto
Alegre and hundreds of
other localities, with in-
creasingly dramatic con-
sequences. Rain was in-
termi t ten t  on  Sunday
morning,  but  was ex-
pected to continue for
another day at least as
floodwaters kept rising.

In addition to the
tens of thousands forced
from their homes, Brazil’s
civil defence agency said
more than a mil l ion
people lacked access to
drinking water and it de-
scribed the damage as in-
calculable. Some 15,000
people are now living in
shelters.

fender, is taking place near
Russia’s borders. According
to their scenario, coalition’s
actions against Russia are
being practiced using all the
instruments, including hy-
brid and conventional weap-
ons,” she said in a statement.
“We have to admit that Nato
is seriously preparing for a
‘potential conflict’ with us.”
Relations between Russia
and the West have been at
their most hostile in decades
following the start of
Russia’s military conflict in
Ukraine in 2022.

Announcing the start
of the drills in January,
Nato said 90,000 troops
would take part, rehearsing
how US troops could rein-
force European allies in
countries bordering Russia
and on the alliance’s east-
ern flank if a conflict were
to flare up. The drills,
Nato’s largest exercise since
the Cold War, are set to run

through May.
Russia said at the time

the drills marked an “irre-
vocable return” of the alli-
ance to Cold War schemes.

The Russian defence
ministry said on Saturday
its air defence forces shot
down four US-produced
long-range missiles over the
Crimea peninsular, weap-
ons known as Army Tacti-
cal Missile Systems
(ATACMS) that Washing-
ton has shipped to Ukraine
in recent weeks.The minis-
try said later that Russian
aircraft and air defence sys-
tems had downed a total of
15 ATACMS in the past
week.

On Tuesday, Russian
officials said Ukraine had
attacked Crimea with
ATACMS in an attempt
to pierce Russian air de-
fences of the annexed pen-
insula but that six had been
shot down.

Much of Gaza has
been reduced to a grey land-
scape of rubble and the
United Nations estimated
the cost of reconstruction
at between US$30 billion
and US$40 billion.

“The scale of the de-
struction is huge and unprec-
edented... this is a mission
that the global community
has not dealt with since
World War II,” UN assistant
secretary-general Abdallah
al-Dardari told a briefing in
the Jordanian capital
Amman. The UN official
said “72 per cent of all resi-
dential buildings have been
completely or partially de-
stroyed”. Reconstruction is
made more difficult by the
presence of large quantities
of unexploded ordnance in
the debris that Gaza’s Civil
Defence agency says trig-
gers “more than 10 explo-
sions every week”.

Palestinian children look up as they walk at the
site of an Israeli strike on a house, amid the ongo-
ing conflict between Israel and Hamas, in Rafah, in
the southern Gaza Strip.

Colombia breaks
diplomatic ties

with Israel
Monitoring Desk

BOGOTA: Colombia has
become the latest Latin
American country to an-
nounce it will break dip-
lomatic relations with Is-
rael over its military cam-
paign in Gaza.

But the repercus-
sions for the South
American nation could be
broader than for other
countries due to
longstanding bilateral
agreements over security
matters.

Colombian Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro on
Wednesday descr ibed
Israel’s actions in Gaza
as “genocide” and an-
nounced his government
would end diplomatic
relations with Israel ef-
fective Thursday.

But he did not ad-
dress how his decision
could affect Colombia’s
military, which uses Is-
raeli-built warplanes and
machine guns to fight
drug cartels and rebel
groups, and a free trade
agreement between both
countries that went into
effect in 2020.

Gaza truce talks resume
in Cairo without Israel

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: Talks re-
sumed in Egypt on Satur-
day aimed at halting
months of war in Gaza be-
tween Hamas and Israel
that have triggered protests
around the world.

Mediators from Qatar,
Egypt and the United States
sat down with a Hamas del-
egation to hear the group’s
response to a proposal that
would halt fighting for 40
days and exchange hostages
for Palestinian prisoners, ac-
cording to details released by

Britain. Israel has yet to send
a delegation to Cairo, with a
top official telling AFP that
it would do so only if there
was “positive movement”
on the proposed framework.
“Tough and long negotiations
are expected for an actual
deal,” the Israeli official cau-
tioned. Previous negotiations
stalled in part on Hamas’s
demand for a lasting ceasefire
and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s re-
peated vows to crush the
group’s remaining fighters in
the southern city of Rafah.

ASP takes strict
notice of fighting

between two groups

One more polio
team incharge

kidnapped 
Independent Report

SHIKARPUR: Two more
including a Polio Team
Incharge of UC Sehwani
were kdnapped in two
separate incidents from
Shikarpur on Saturday
night. According to initial
reports reached here that
one Polio Team Incharge
named Khalid Ahmed son
of Sibghatullah Bhayo was
Kidnapped by some group
of armed men from the ju-
risdiction of Naparkot po-
lice station and took them
away forcibly on gun point
towards katcha area of
Rustam. Today on Sunday,
the kidnappers had called
the parents of kidnapped
Polio Team Incharge Khalid
Bhayo from his mobile
phone and demanded for
release of their accomplices
(dacoits) who were arrested
by Shikarpur Police with
the threat if they want to
see alive their beloved.

Qamber Excise Police
action against drug dealers,
drug dealer arrested with

480 grams of hashish

PESHAWAR: Delegation from different walks of life meeting with Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi.

GB CM urges PM to deploy
motorway police on KKH

Minister for quality edu. in
educational institutions

run by Labour Dept
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister of
Labour Department Fazal
Shakoor Khan Sunday said
that provision of quality
education in educational
institutions run by the
labour department is the
topmost priority of our
government.

He urged the teachers
to work hard and focus on
provision of quality
education to laborer
children studying in
different schools of the
labour department.

He was addressing as
a chief guest in a prize
distribution ceremony
organized by Rahamkar
Welfare Social Foundation
at Working Folks Grammar
School Kaka Sahib district
Nowshera. Earlier, the
provincial minister visited
different sections of the
school while the school
principal briefed the
minister regarding school
administration. The
minister was also informed
about various challenges
and shortcomings faced by
the school.

MULTAN: Former PMLN MPA Shahzad Maqbool
Bhutta announcing party decision to support PPP
candidate in NA 148 by election.

Second, third phases of “Suthra
Punjab Program” being launched

simultaneously: Minister
SIALKOT (APP):
Provincial Minister for
Local Government Punjab
Zeeshan Rafique has said
that after the success of the
first phase of the “Suthra
Punjab Program”, the
second and third phases are
being started
simultaneously.

He expressed these
views at a press conference
in Daska. He said in the
second phase, the
provision of equal facilities
of municipal services in
rural and urban areas is
being ensured. At the tehsil
level, there will be a sentry
worker for 250 houses in
the rural and rural areas
who would be responsible
for cleaning the streets,
removing garbage from
houses, cleaning the drains
and sewerage etc.

To ensure this, the
cleaning and sanitation
system will be outsourced
at the tehsil level. Garbage
collected from houses,
neighborhoods and markets
will first be shifted to the
temporary collection
points, he added. Zeeshan
Rafique said that digital
monitoring of the new
sanitation system will be
done in rural and urban
areas.

To recycle the garbage
collected at the village and
ward level, the waste will
be processed into energy
and fertilizer at 10
recycling plants at the
divisional level, while the
remaining garbage will be
made safe from every
aspect by following
modern requirements in the
landfill sites, so that the

environment can be made
human friendly, he
maintained. He said that
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
government has started a
revolutionary program like
“Suthra Punjab Program”
for the first time in 76 years
and a new industry would
be created by recycling
garbage.

He said that 57,500
tons of solid waste is
generated daily across
Punjab.

M u n i c i p a l
departments have the
capacity to handle only
18,000 tons of waste, and
about 39,000 tons of waste
is polluting the
environment every day.
Picking up and disposing
of the remaining waste is
no less than a challenge.

KP law minister
announces Rs 2m for

Aghosh to help orphans
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Aftab Alam Afridi
Advocate on Sunday said
that helping welfare
organizations, especially
those patronizing and
helping the orphans and
poorest of the society were
able for international
award.

This he said while
addressing the ceremony
held at Aghosh Al-Khidmat
Kohat Campus as chief
guest. Central PTI Leader
Shehryar Khan Afridi
MNA, Members Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
Shafi Jan and Shah Turab
Khan, Aghosh Al-Khidmat

Kohat chief Hafiz Abid
Hammad and other
notables also addressed the
event. The ceremony
beside others was also
attended by the former
MPA Muhammad Ali,
important religious,
political and social figures
of Kohat, elders of the
area, staff and students of
the institution in large
numbers.

The law minister
maintained that
participating in a ceremony
of this important welfare
institution of his native
district as chief guest was
a matter of great honor and
pride for him, for which he
was personally grateful to
its organizers.

TARBELA: Chief Guest, Chief Engineer (TDP)
Turesh Kumar viewing handmade stuff prepared
by special children during ceremony on the
occasion of Annual Day Function-2024 of Mashaal
Initiative Institute of Special Education at Sobra
City Colony.

GILGIT (INP): Gilgit
Baltistan (GB) Chief
Minister (CM), Gulbar
Khan, has written a letter
to Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif, urging the
deployment of motorway
police on the Karakoram
Highway (KKH).

CM Gulbar Khan
stressed that the
deployment of motorway
police is essential for safe
travel on the Karakoram

Highway, which has
witnessed several fatal
accidents in recent times.
Gulbar said that he has
ordered an investigation
into the recent accident near
Chilas and directed that
measures be taken to
prevent such incidents in
the future.

The Karakoram
Highway has seen a surge
in traffic accidents,
resulting in the loss of

precious lives. The Chief
Minister noted that these
accidents are not only
causing human loss but also
having a negative impact on
tourism in Gilgit Baltistan.

It is pertinent to
mention here that last year
in December, at least 10
people, including two
soldiers, lost their lives,
and 21 passengers received
injuries when unknown
attackers opened fire at

the Rawalpindi-bound
bus from nearby hills in
Chilas, causing the vehicle
to collide with a goods
truck.  As per detai ls ,
Deputy Commissioner
Diamer Captain (Rtd)
Arif Ahmad stated that the
incident occurred in Chilas
district where unknown
assailants opened fire on a
passenger and the
uncontrolled bus collided
with a truck.

Independent Report
MIRPUR MATHELO:
ASP Hamid Imtiaz SDPO
Mirpur Mathelo takes
strict notice of fighting be-
tween two groups of
Gurgage tribe in the limits
of Ubauro, a pregnant
woman Masmat Rukhsana
Gurgage lost her 5-month-
old child and several people
were injured. in accordance

ASP Hamid Imtiaz re-
ceived news on WhatsApp
that a woman had lost her
pregnancy as a result of a
fight between two groups of
Girgij tribe in Ubauro,

which he took strict notice
and immediately rushed to
Civil Hospital Ubauro. On
arrival, the pregnant woman
met Masmat Rukhsana
Gurgage and SHO Ubauro
ordered that an immediate
case be filed against the ac-
cused involved in Musmat
Rukhsana Gurgage And ar-
rest the accused as soon as
possible.

On the order of ASP
Hamid Imtiaz, the SHO of
Ubauro police station has
registered a case crime num-
ber 109.2024 at Abaro po-
lice station.

Independent Report
LARKANA: Last  day
Qamber Excise Police
acted on a t ip-off at
Wagan- Naseerabad
Check Post and seized
480 grams of hashish
from Abdullah son of
Mohammad Jan Pathan, a
boot polisher in  Lalu
Rainik city, who is to be
a resident of Khayber
Pakhtunkowa (KPK)
province raid with staff
under supervision of Ex-
cise Inspector Ali Ahmad
Abbasi and filed a case
under the Narcotics Act,
fot further investigation
is  being conducted
against the accused.

On this occasion,
Exc i se  In sp ec to r  Al i
Ahmad Abbasi told the
media that Excise Min-

i s t e r  Sh ar j ee l  In am
Memon Abdul Rahman
Ra j  Di rec t o r  Exc i se
Larkana ETO Qamber
Az iz -u r -R eh man  a c -
tions against drug deal-
ers have been intensi-
fied by following the in-
s t ruct ions  o f Aziz-u-
Rahman Unnar.

On the other hand,
Excise Inspector  Al i
Ahmad Abbasi, who suc-
cessfully conducted the
operation, hebsaid that
the drug dealers will not
be spared under any cir-
cumstances.

It will be delivered
while at all times there
are youth checkpoints
against drug dealers and
smugglers at all the bor-
ders of District Qamber
Shahdadkot.
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NASEERABAD: Volunteers are distributing solar
kits among flood affected victims during Solar
Energy Kits Distribution ceremony arranged by
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), held in Naseerabad.

QUETTA: Provincial Health Minister Sardarzada Mir Faisal Khan Jamali and Secretary Health
Abdullah Khan visiting Bolan Medical Complex Hospital and Bolan Medical College.

KARACHI: People enjoy bathing at the Sea View
picnic point after the heat increases in the city.

Pakistan a country with future, to be
next tech hub of region: Masood Khan

LOS ANGLES (INP): Am-
bassador of Pakistan to the
United States, Masood
Khan has said that one
should not underestimate
Pakistan as it is a country
with a future and moving
fast to become the next tech
hub of the region.

He said, “There has
been exponential growth in
our tech industry in past
few years. Our economy is
being digitized and we have
unleashed a series of re-
forms not only to facilitate
businesses but also to make
them hugely profitable.”

The Ambassador
went on to say, “We will
succeed because of our na-
tional determination; the
support from Pakistani
diaspora and the backing
from our friends like the
United States.”

This was remarked by
Ambassador Masood Khan
while talking to US busi-

ness leaders, entrepreneurs,
bankers and professionals
from Los Angeles during his

series of interactions with
business community and
their leaders.

Talking to President
Los Angeles Area Cham-
bers Ms. Maria S. Salinas,
the Ambassador to US high-
lighted that Pakistan was
already hosting some eighty
American enterprises,
mostly Fortune 500, that
included Pepsi, Coco-Cola,
General Electric, Abbot,

Proctor and Gamble, Pfizer,
Honeywell, Oracle,
Microsoft, Dell, IBM, Cat-

erpillar, McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, and Domino’s
Pizza. “They find our mar-
ket rewarding,” he ob-
served.

“We want US compa-
nies to scale up their invest-
ments in Pakistan,” he
added.

LA Area chamber is
the biggest chamber of
commerce in California.
The Chamber has been a

champion for the business
community for 136 years
now and has more than
1400 companies as mem-
bers across 35 sectors.

Highlighting multi-bil-
lions Gulf investment in
Pakistan, the Ambassador
invited US business com-
munity to join hands with
Gulf nations and form tri-
lateral partnership for
fully reaping dividends be-
ing offered by Pak
economy.

Inviting President LA
Area Chambers of Com-
merce to visit Pakistan and
also to encourage US busi-
ness leaders, he observed
that positive perception
after their visit will build
confidence.

The Ambassador also
proposed sister city part-
nership between Los Ange-
les and Karachi to provide
a framework for enhanced
economic interactions.

Muqam urges opposition
to be constructive, not

confrontational
PESHAWAR (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for SAFRON
and Kashmir Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs Engr Amir
Muqam on Sunday urged
the opposition parties to
adopt a constructive ap-
proach rather than wasting
time on useless protests
with confrontational tac-
tics. He stated this during
oath taking ceremony of
newly elected body of
Buner District Bar Council
Association.

The federal minister
stated that these people got
nothing from protests in the
past and will never gain any-
thing in the future, but only
cause losses to the country.
He said that what happened
on May 9 was highly re-
grettable.

Engr Amir Muqam
urged the lawyers to be vigi-
lant and to reject those who
seek to exploit them for
political interests. How-
ever, he emphasized that
they should play a con-
structive role in the inter-
ests of the country.

He emphasized that
public service entails more
than protesting; it involves
addressing public issues,
which is the true responsi-
bility of elected represen-
tatives.

The federal minister
stressed the need to aban-
don the blame game and in-
stead, actively contribute to

the country’s best interests.
He said that there was

a clear indication of im-
provement in the economic
situation, with all institu-
tions and the government
on the same page. He also
noted that inflation was an
issue being faced by every-
body. Engr Amir Muqam
stated that overcoming in-
flation was a top priority
for the government.

He highly praised the
establishment of SIFC for
its efforts in attracting in-
vestment.

In response to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister’s accusa-
tions against the Federal
government regarding re-
source allocation, he em-
phasized the equitable dis-
tribution facilitated by the
National Finance Commis-
sion (NFC) award.

Earlier, the federal
minister administered the
oath to the newly elected
body of the Bar Council
Association. He congratu-
lated the newly elected
cabinet and expressed the
hope that they would work
for the welfare of the law-
yers’ community. Addi-
tionally, he announced a
grant of Rs 2 million for the
Bar Council Association
and assured efforts for the
provision of gas facilities
and a motorway link road
in Buner.

Deputy PM,
Turkish FM

discuss bilateral
ties between
two countries

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan reviewed the
state of bilateral relations on
Sunday and emphasized the
exceptional bilateral rela-
tions and the strong bonds
of friendship between Pa-
kistan and Turkey.

The two leaders met
on the sidelines of the 15th
OIC Islamic Summit Con-
ference in Banjul, The
Gambia, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
press release.

“Expressing satisfac-
tion with the positive mo-
mentum in bilateral rela-
tions, they reiterated their
resolve to further deepen
bilateral cooperation, with
a particular focus on eco-
nomic, trade, and defense
sectors,” it was added.

Naila summits Makalu to
become first Pak woman

to ascend 11 8,000m peaks

JI emir, Iranian envoy
condemn Israeli

atrocities in Gaza
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Jamaat-e-Islami emir Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman on Sun-
day held a meeting with Ira-
nian ambassador Reza
Amiri-Moghaddam in
Islamabad.

Pak-Iran relations, the
Palestine issue and matters
of mutual interest were dis-
cussed during the meeting.

The Iranian diplomat
congratulated Rehman on
assuming the office of JI
emir and extended his warm
wishes.

The ambassador
lauded the JI’s intra-party
election and termed it truly
democratic.

He also extended an
invitation to JI emir to visit
Iran.

The meeting was also

attended by JI’s foreign af-
fairs department director
Asif Luqman Qazi and
party’s information secre-
tary Qaisar Sharif.

Hafiz Naeem com-
mended the role played by
Iran on the Palestine issue.

He also lauded the Is-
lamic revolution in Iran
spearheaded by Imam
Khomeini and noted that
the founder of JI Syed
Maududi had established
initial contact with Iran’s
former supreme leader af-
ter the revolution.

“The government
should come out of the in-
ternational pressure on
Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipe-
line and complete the
project on urgent basis,” JI
emir said.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s Naila Kiani has
achieved another historic
milestone when on Sunday
she successfully
summitted Makalu, the 5th
highest peak in the world
at 8,485 meters.

According to informa-
tion received here,  Naila as-
cended the peak at approxi-
mately 8:50 am Pakistan
time. This remarkable feat
also makes her the first Pa-
kistani woman to have
summited this incredibly
difficult mountain.

Naila in a statement
thanked all the nation for
the prayers and good
wishes. She also thanked
Sherpa Gelgen Dai from
Imagine Nepal, who sup-
ported her every step of the
way, making the achieve-
ment possible.

This latest success
highlights Naila’s excep-
tional endurance and deter-
mination.

Naila is a remarkable
Pakistani woman, known
for her achievements as a
high-altitude mountaineer.
She holds the distinction of
being the first Pakistani

woman to climb eleven of
the world’s highest peaks,
all of which are above 8,000
meters. Notably, she
achieved this feat in less
than six months, making her
one of only ten mountain-
eers worldwide and the sole
Pakistani to have climbed
multiple peaks (seven) over
8,000 meters in such a short
timeframe. Additionally,
Kiani holds the record as
the fastest years.

Beyond her mountain-
eering prowess, Kiani has
excelled in various fields.
She is an aerospace engi-
neer, having studied at the
University of London, and
has held a prominent posi-
tion as an Associate Vice
President at HSBC bank.
She is also a competitive
boxer and a dedicated
mother of two toddlers.
Despite her busy life, she
continues to push bound-
aries by scaling some of the
world’s most challenging
peaks. Kiani is a role model
and a goodwill ambassador
for several organizations
supporting women’s educa-
tion and youth empower-
ment through sports.

PML-N to
support PPP

candidate
Ali Qasim in

NA 148 by-poll
MULTAN (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-N (PML-
N) announced to support
Pakistan People Party can-
didate Syed Ali Qasim
Gilani for by elections in
NA 148.

Local leadership of
PML-N including District
President Bilal Butt, Ex
MPA Shehzad Maqbool
Bhutta and Chaudhary
Abdul Waheed Aaraen
while holding press confer-
ence here Sunday, stated
that PML-N was support-
ing PPP candidate Syed Ali
Qasim Gilani following in-
struction from the leader-
ship.

PPP Candidate Syed
Ali Qasim Gillani thanked
PML-N local leadership
and stated that the support
of PML-N had improved
PPP position further.
Gillani hinted that PPP and
PML-N would contest by
elections jointly. He also
maintained that both PPP
and PML-N had formed
coalition government in the
Centre and Punjab.

At least one
passport office
to stay open
24/7 in both

Lahore,
Karachi

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government has de-
cided to keep at least one
passport office open 24/7
in both Lahore and Karachi
to provide ease to the
people, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said on Sun-
day. “This will make it
easier for everyone to ac-
cess passport services any-
time,” he said in a social
media post on X. With the
implementation of this
measure, individuals resid-
ing in Lahore and Karachi
will have the flexibility to
access passport services
outside of regular business
hours, accommodating di-
verse schedules and mini-
mizing any inconvenience
caused by time constraints.
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BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar held a bilateral meeting with Foreign Minister of Republic of
Azerbaijan Jeyhun Bayramov, on the sidelines of the 15th OIC Islamic Sum-
mit Conference.

Hafiz Tahir Ashrafi says

Hajj without official permission
strictly forbidden under Islamic

principles, legal regulations
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
(PUC) Chairman and Hajj
Organisers Association of
Pakistan (HOAP) Patron-
in-Chief, Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi has un-
veiled a comprehensive
code of conduct in a bid to
ensure a smooth and hassle-
free pilgrimage experience
for private Hajj pilgrims.

He, in a recent press
talk, emphasized the im-
portance of booking Hajj
journeys only through au-
thorized organizers, cau-
tioning against fraudulent
activities perpetrated by
unauthorized groups
through social media plat-
forms. He urged intending
pilgrims to remain vigilant
and avoid falling prey to
such scams, which exploit
the religious sentiments of
innocent people for mon-
etary gain.

Moreover, Ashrafi ad-

dressed the issue of unau-
thorized pilgrimage by Pa-
kistani diaspora in Saudi
Arabia, emphasizing that
performing Hajj without
official permission is
strictly prohibited accord-
ing to Islamic principles
and the law of the land. He
warned that individuals
caught without proper au-
thorization would face con-
sequences, potentially tar-
nishing the reputation of
the country. Highlighting
another concern, Ashrafi
discouraged pilgrims from
engaging in disruptive be-
havior, such as taking selfies
and videos during Hajj ritu-
als, which could inconve-
nience fellow pilgrims. He
stressed the importance of
focusing on religious duties
and maintaining decorum
for a seamless pilgrimage
experience.

In addition, Ashrafi
urged pilgrims to refrain
from engaging in political

activities during the Hajj
season, particularly at
Haramain Sharifain and
other sacred sites in Saudi
Arabia. He underscored that
such actions are not only
contrary to Islamic teach-
ings and Shariah but also
reflect poorly on Pakistan
in the international commu-
nity. Ashrafi also com-
mended the government’s
efforts, particularly Chief
of Army Staff General Syed
Asim Munir, for their sup-
port in facilitating Hajj pil-
grims. He acknowledged
the army chief’s initiatives
to stabilize the exchange
rate and safeguard the live-
lihoods of those dependent
on Hajj-related industries.

The code of conduct,
grounded in the Holy Quran
and the Hadiths of the
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him), un-
derscores the necessity of
undertaking Hajj with Halal
wealth.

QUETTA: A view of the open sewerage nulla in
front of shop may cause any mishap that need the
attention of concerned authorities.

PKI announces
protest march towards

Lahore on May 10
MULTAN (APP): Paki-
stan Kissan Ittehad (PKI)
announced to hold march
from Multan to Lahore on
March 10 to register their
concerns and  protest re-
garding the wheat issue.

While holding press
conference here Sunday,
Chairman Pakistan Kissan
Ittehad Khalid Khokhar
stated that the march would
be attended by thousands
of the peasants. He added
that farmers would join
protest march with their
families, tractor trollies, and
animals. The protest will
continue till imposition of
agriculture emergency in the
province, he said.

About the agriculture
emergency, he stated that
government would have to
announce start of wheat

purchase, low electricity
tariff and decrease in Urea
fertilizer prices. About re-
cent wheat crisis, he alleged
that decision was wheat
import was based on cor-
rupt practices.

When a bumper stock
was available in the coun-
try, there was no need to
import wheat, he added. He
called for punishment to the
persons involved in the
mega scandal.

Khalid Khokhar
stated that the farmers were
under immense tension due
to lack of wheat purchase.
Farmers are not in position
to sow next important
crops including cotton and
rice, he said and added that
Pakistan used to export
material worth 31.5 billion
dollars annually.

Naqvi pays
tribute to
martyred
Constable

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Sunday
paid tribute to Constable
Usman Ghani, who was
martyred by terrorists fir-
ing near Shan Khel Karuna
in the limits of SMA police
station in Tank. “Constable
Usman Ghani earned high
status of martyrdom” said
the minister adding that
Martyr Constable Usman
Ghani laid down his pre-
cious life for the peace of
the country. KPK Police is
on the frontline in the war
against terrorism, he said.

Bilawal greets
Naila Kiani on
scaling mount

makalu
KARACHI (APP): The
Chairman of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
extended his warmest con-
gratulations to Naila Kiani
on her remarkable feat of
scaling Mount Makalu, the
fifth-highest peak in the
world. Bilawal, in his mes-
sage, said that it is a mo-
ment of immense pride for
all Pakistanis as we cel-
ebrate Naila Kyani’s his-
toric accomplishment.

QUETTA: Affected victims of Ashiana Builders and
Developers Project are holding protest
demonstration for acceptance of their demands, at
Quetta press club.

BANJUL: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar met with
Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, on the side-
lines of the 15th OIC Islamic Summit Conference.

OIC SG calls for
redoubling efforts

against Israel’s
genocide

Deputy PM Dar, Bayramov
resolve to further deepen

Pak-Azerbaijan cooperation

Rana says:
PTI founder working
on foreign agenda to
destabilise country

NARANG MANDI
(INP): Federal Minister for
Food Security Rana
Tanveer Hussain has said
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) founder is working on
the foreign agenda to
destabilise the country.

Speaking to media, the
senior PML-N leader said
the PTI founder staged a
sit-in in 2014 to weaken the
country’s economy.

“Whether it was the
visit of the Chinese Presi-
dent or the arrival of the

Saudi delegation, PTI has
always impeded the path of
progress. Every conspiracy
of the PTI founder against
the country is failing,” he
added.

“The PTI founder has
launched an attack on the
national institutions on
please his foreign masters,”
said Rana Tanveer.

Talking about the
wheat crisis, he urged the
federal and Punjab govern-
ments to resolve the issue
of farmers.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and
Foreign Minister of Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan Jeyhun
Bayramov on Sunday ex-
changed views on bilateral
relations and resolved to
further deepen bilateral co-
operation in diverse fields
including trade, connectiv-
ity, energy and people-to-
people contacts.

In a bilateral meeting
on the sidelines of the 15th
OIC Islamic Summit Con-
ference in Banjul, the
Gambia, the two sides also
noted the importance of

deepening dialogue and en-
gagement, especially at the
political level, Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson said in a
press release. Deputy
Prime Minister Dar con-
gratulated Azerbaijan on
winning the bid to host
COP 29 in the city of Baku
in November 2024 and ex-
pressed Pakistan’s interest
in enhanced cooperation and
experience sharing in combat-
ing climate change. He also
appreciated Azerbaijan’s firm
and principled position on
the just cause of the people
of Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJ&K).

Shahzad Baig named among
TIME’s 2024 list of 100 most
influential people in healthcare
NEW YORK (APP): Dr.
Shahzad Baig, the National
Coordinator of Pakistan’s
Polio Eradication
Programme, has been fea-
tured among Time
magazine’s ‘100 Most In-
fluential People in Health’
list for his drive to eradicate
polio eradication in the coun-
try. Time’s annual list fea-
tures pioneers, leaders and
icons from around the world
who have made an impact.

In Dr. Baig’s  profile,
Jeffrey Kluger, Editor-at-
Large of Time magazine,
highlighted  that under his
leadership there has been a
remarkable decline in polio

cases since 2021 when he
assumed this post.

“The goal is to bring
that number to zero by
2026,” . “In 2019, polio dis-
abled or killed 147 people
in Pakistan; since Baig as-
sumed the position, in
2021, case counts have
plummeted, with only six
children stricken in 2023.

“The goal is to bring
that number to zero by
2026, ” he wrote. The maga-
zine said that targeted attacks
on polio workers from 2012-
2016 had killed 200 person-
nel but Dr Baig had “declared
that the days of extremists
driving out polio workers.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary-General of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)
Hissein Ibrahim Taha has
urged the member states
to redouble efforts to mo-
bilize the responsibility of
the international commu-
nity towards stopping the
aggression and genocide
against the Palestinian
people in Gaza and the
West Bank, including Al-
Quds Al-Sharif.

He also called on the
OIC Member States to con-
tinue to mobilize interna-
tional support for the rec-
ognition of the State of Pal-
estine and help it attain full
membership in the United
Nations.

He was addressing the
15th Islamic Summit Con-
ference of the Member
States of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) that commenced its
deliberation in Banjul, the
capital of The Gambia un-
der the theme: ‘Enhancing
Unity and Solidarity
through Dialogue for Sus-
tainable Development’, a

press release said.
The summit is being

held in light of the danger-
ous and unprecedented de-
velopments taking place in
the Palestinian cause, espe-
cially the crimes of the bru-
tal Israeli military aggres-
sion against the Palestinian
people.

The OIC secretary
general announced the es-
tablishment of a media ob-
servatory at the OIC Gen-
eral Secretariat to document
and highlight, within the
media, the numbers of mar-
tyrs, wounded, detainees,
and various crimes of the
Israeli occupation.

The OIC is also con-
currently working to-
wards activating the Le-
gal Observatory to docu-
ment Israeli crimes, in line
with the decision of the
recent Arab-Islamic Sum-
mit in Riyadh.

Furthermore, the sec-
retary general reaffirmed
the OIC’s commitment to
addressing pressing politi-
cal and humanitarian chal-
lenges facing the OIC Mem-
ber States.


