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RIYADH: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif speaks at a Closing Ple-
nary-Rejuvenating Growth, at a Special Meeting of the World Economic Forum.

Commander Turkish Land Forces General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu meeting with Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir at General Headquarters in
Rawalpindi

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Ahmed Bugti presiding over 16th meeting of Pro-
vincial Apex Committee

QUETTA: Secretary Health Balochistan Abdullah Khan administering polio
drop to a child to inaugurate anti-polio drive

IMF approves
disbursement of

$1.1 bn loan tranche

No peace in world without
permanent peace in Gaza: PM

Balochistan Apex committee meets, makes important decisions:

Peaceful Balochistan guarantor of
stable Pakistan; we have to fight
against terrorism together: CM

President confers NI (M)
upon Commander

Turkish Land Forces
ISLAMABAD (APP): President Asif Ali Zardari on

Calls on COAS

Turkish Commander lauds
Pak Army’s role in regional

peace, stability

Special anti-polio drive gets
underway in Balochistan

Secretary Health formally inaugurates polio
immunization campaign; pledges to eradicate

polio virus from province with support of
polio workers, parents and civil society

Administrative secretaries of
different provincial govt.
departments transferred

Pakistan, Malaysia to hold JMC
this year to study markets,

explore economic opportunities

Woman murdered
for using mobile

phone in Khuzdar
KHUZDAR (INP): A man
in Balochistan district of
Khuzdar has confessed on
Monday to murdering his
wife for using mobile
phone.

Sources in district ad-
ministration informed that
the murder had happened
about two weeks ago in
Greesha area of Tehsil Zahri
in Khuzdar District.

The sources said the
investigation led to the dis-
covery that the killer is the
husband of the slain
woman. Accused
Rahmatullah allegedly con-
fessed to killing his wife for
using mobile phone.

Pakistan mulls introducing
digital currency

Incumbent Parliament has no
‘legitimate’ position: JUI-F Chief

Kidnapped judge
Shakirullah

Marwat rescued
from DI Khan

D I KHAN (INP): The
Dera Ismail Khan Police on
Sunday said that kid-
napped judge Shakirullah
Marwat has been rescued
from DI Khan.

The senior judge was
abducted from DI Khan
two days ago. Police
sources claimed that the
judge has reached his home
safely.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The 16th meeting of Provincial Apex Com-
mittee of Balochistan was held with the Chief Minister,
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti in the chair here on Monday.

The meeting was attended by the Corps Commander,
Lt General Rahat Nasim Ahmed Khan, Provincial Minis-
ter for Home, Mir Ziaullah Langove, Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional Chief Secretary Home,
Zahid Saleem, Inspector General of Police, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh, Chief Collector Customs, Abdul Qadir Memon,
besides other concerned high ups.

Certain important decisions were made about im-
prisonment in law and order, elimination of terrorism and
smuggling and second phase of repatriation of illegal im-
migrants besides others.

The meeting reviewed foolproof security of the CPEC
projects and the Chinese nationals working on these

projects, and decided to strictly implement the proposed
SOPs in this regard.

There was consensus in the meeting on starting ac-
tivities at large scale for prevention of the smuggling by
removing the administrative and legal flaws.

Besides, it was decided to take the result-oriented
steps for prevention of two-way smuggling of sugar, fer-
tilizer, patrol and diesel.

Moreover, the meeting also decided to prevent the
smuggling of non-custom paid to Pakistan from the bor-
der area. The provincial Home department presented data
about the illegal immigrants repatriated from Balochistan
in it’s briefing.

The process of repatriation of more illegal immigrants
to their country as per the guideline and decision of fed-
eral government was made conditional with the timeline
decided. Continued on page 2

CTD arrests four
key TTP terrorists

involved
in Bisham attack

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Monday
claimed to have arrested
four key terrorists of
Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), involved in a sui-
cide attack on the vehicle
of Chinese engineers in
Bisham district,  last
month.

Terming the arrests a
‘big headway’, the CTD
KP spokesperson in a
statement identified the
suspects as mastermind
Adil Shehbaz, and
Muhammad Shafiq
Qureshi, Zahid Qureshi
and Nazeer Hussain. The
head of the arrested terror-
ists, Adil Shehbaz, was a
resident of Jalalabad dis-
trict of Afghanistan.

The four terrorists in-
cluding Adil Shebaz,
Muhammad Shafiq
Qureshi, Zahid Qureshi
and Nazir Hussain were
residing in district
Mansehra of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The spokesperson
said that “terrorist
Shehbaz has admitted to
playing a pivotal role in the
execution of the Bisham
attack”. He has also con-
fessed to having links with
Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan
(TTP).

Monday conferred Nishan-i-Imtiaz (Military) upon
Commander of the Turkish Land Forces General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu, in a special investiture ceremony held at
the Aiwan-i-Sadr.

The ceremony was attended by Chief of Army Staff
General Syed Asim Munir, senior military leadership and
other senior officials.

The Nishan-i-Imtiaz (M) was conferred upon Gen-
eral Selcuk Bayraktaroglu in recognition of his illustrious
services. Continued on page 2

Independent Report

QUETTA: The special
anti-polio campaign got un-
derway in 30 districts of
Balochistan province on
Monday.
The Secretary Health,
Abdullah Khan formally in-
augurated the polio immu-
nization campaign by ad-
ministering anti-polio vac-
cine to the children at Emer-
gency Operation Center
(EOC) for Polio Eradica-
tion here.

Also present on the
occasion were Coordinator
of EOC, Syed Zahid Shah
and other concerned offi-
cials besides the represen-

tatives of World Health
Organization and UNICEF.

Speaking to the media
persons after inauguration
of the immunization cam-
paign, Secretary Health
said that the polio immuni-
zation campaign has been
started in 30 districts of the
province as part of our mis-
sion of saving our children
from the polio virus.

During the campaign,
more than 2.395 children
below five years of age
would be administered anti-
polio campaign in 30 dis-
tricts of the province, he
mentioned adding that for

Continued on page 2

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Commander Turkish Land
Forces, General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu called on
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir here at Gen-
eral Headquarters on Mon-
day and appreciated the
role of Pakistan Army in
ensuring peace and stabil-
ity in the region.

According to the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release, dur-
ing the meeting, matters of
mutual interest and mea-
sures to further enhance bi-
lateral defence cooperation
were discussed.

However, they  ex-
pressed satisfaction over
deep-rooted relations be-
tween the two countries,
based on historic, cultural
and religious affinity. The
COAS emphasized the need
to further strengthen exist-
ing military to military co-
operation between the two
Armed Forces.

Earlier on arrival at
GHQ, the Commander
Turkish Land Forces, laid
wreath at Yadgar-e-
Shuhada.  A smartly turned
out contingent of Pakistan
Army presented the guard
of honour to the visiting
dignitary.

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) on Monday ap-
proved disbursement of
$1.1 billion last loan tranche,
marking the successful end
of the second bailout pack-
age in eight years but it took
heavy toll in the shape of
unbearable inflation and
slowing economic wheel.

The Executive Board of
the IMF approved the
completion of the second
review of the $3 billion
Standby Arrangement, con-
firmed the Ministry of Fi-
nance. This also paved the
way for the release of the
last loan tranche of $1.1 bil-

lion. The IMF board also
backed Pakistan’s intent to
get another bailout package
to ensure ‘permanency in
economic stabilisation and
deepen structural reforms’.

The global lender ap-
proved the completion of
the second review of the
arrangement hours after
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif said that the
country’s debt trap had be-
come a ‘death trap’, calling
it the biggest challenge for
his government. He made
these remarks while ad-
dressing the closing session
of the World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia.

SC roster revised
as CJP not to

hear cases today
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
roster of today’s hearing in
the Supreme Court (SC)
was revised as Chief Jus-
tice Qazi Faez Isa will not
hear cases on Monday.

The SC registrar issued
the revised roster moments
before the commencement
of the today’s proceedings.

The channel said the
SC officials informed the
litigants about the changes
in the roster just before
starting the hearing.

As per the channel re-
port, Chief Justice (CJ)
Qazi Faez Isa will conduct
the Chamber Work today
while Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar, and Justice
Athar Minallah will be in-
cluded in Bench No 1.

Four terrorists
gunned down in
Tank operation
TANK (INP): Security
forces personnel gunned
down four terrorists during
an operation in District Tank
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa .

According to a state-
ment issued by the military’s
media wing Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR) on
Monday, the security forces
launched the operation af-
ter receiving information
about present of the terror-
ists in the area.

The security forces cor-
doned off the area and
launched a swift action
which resulted into the
death of four terrorists.

According to the ISPR,
the slain terrorists were in-
volved in a number of at-
tacks against security
forces and civilians. It may
be mentioned here that a
sessions judge, Shakirullah
Marwat, was abducted
while travelling from Tank
to DI Khan on Sunday but he
was recovered from North
Waziristan district during
the night.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The administra-
tive secretaries of different
provincial government de-
partments have been trans-
ferred on Monday.

According to an official
notification issued here by
the services and General
Administration Depart-
ment (S&GAD) on Mon-
day, Secretary Agriculture
and Cooperatives Depart-
ment, Sohailur Rehman
Baloch has been transferred
and directed to report in the
S&GAD while Secretary
Minorities, Dawood Khan
Bazai has been transferred
and posted as the Secretary
Agriculture and Coopera-
tives.

The Secretary Local
Government, Noor Ahmed
Pirkani has been transferred

and directed to report in the
S&GAD.

The Member Chief
Minister Inspection Team,
Abdul Rauf Baloch has been
transferred and posted as
Secretary Local Govern-
ment department.

Similarly, Director
General Environmental
Protection Agency,
Muhammad Ibrahim has
been transferred and di-
rected to reporters in the
S&GAD while CEO of
BSEZ and Industrial State
Development Company,
Moin ur Rehman has been
transferred and directed to
report in the S&GAD.
Moreover, Muhammad Yasir
Khan Bazai, serving as Deputy
Commissioner Killa
Saifullah, has been posted as
Director General EPA.

RIYADH (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Monday said permanent
peace in Gaza was impera-
tive for peace in the world.
He was speaking at the ple-
nary meeting of the special
session of World Economic
Forum on the theme of
“Rejuvenating Growth”.

He said, “The world
will not be in peace unless
there is a permanent peace
in Gaza.”

As he talked about
Gaza, the audience in the
hall responded with re-
sounding applause.

He said the conflict in

Ukraine brought to the
world skyrocketing com-
modity prices, and Pakistan
could not import and pro-
cure vital raw materials for
industry and agriculture.

“On top of that infla-
tion is breaking the back of
developing countries,” he
said. Coupled with that,
Pakistan faced devastation
in 2022 due to huge unimag-
inable floods.

The prime minister
said, “Pakistan is one of
those countries which have
nothing to do with the rea-
sons leading to climate
change. Our contribution to

emissions is not even frac-
tion of one percent.”

Due to the catastrophic
floods in Pakistan, large
swathes of land were sub-
merged, millions of houses
and animals were washed
away, and stagnant water
brought water borne dis-
eases all across the coun-
try, he continued.

He said his government
spent Rs 100 billion from
scarce resources for relief
and rehabilitation of the
flood affectees.

“We are grateful to the

Continued on page 2

Justice Babar  dismisses
pleas seeking his recusal

in audio leak case
I S L A M A B A D
(APP):Justice Babar Sattar
of the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Monday
dismissed the miscella-
neous applications filed by
PEMRA, FIA and PTA
seeking his recusal from
hearing the audio leaks
cases.

The court also im-
posed a fine of Rs 500,000
each on Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Author-
ity (PEMRA), Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
and Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA).

However in an identi-

cal plea, it summoned In-
telligence Bureau’s (IB) joint
director in personal capac-
ity on next date of hearing,
which would be announced
later. The court was told
that approval to file the
miscellaneous plea was
given by him.

Justice Babar Sattar
heard the identical petitions
pertaining to the audio leaks
filed by Bushra Bibi and
Najam Saqib. Attorney
General for Pakistan
Mansoor Usman Awan and
Additional Attorney Gen-
eral Munawar Duggal also
appeared before the court.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-
F) Chief, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman raising questions
on the ‘legitimacy’ of the
incumbent parliament has
said that they have compro-
mised on principles and
“sold the democracy”.

In his maiden address
on floor of the National As-
sembly (NA) on Monday

after 2024 general elections,
he expressed concerns over
state of representation in
Pakistan and asked whether
this was really a people’s
representative parliament.

Maulana Fazlur
Rehman alleged that the
governments were formed
in palaces and bureaucrats
decided who would be the
Prime Minister.

RIYADH (INP): Pakistan’s
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
said that the government is
considering the possibility
of introducing digital cur-
rency within its borders.

Speaking at the World
Economic Forum (WEF)
special meeting in Riyadh,
Finance Minister
Aurangzeb expressed
Pakistan’s contemplation
towards digital currency
adoption.

“We generate Rs9.4 tril-
lion in annual revenues, yet
half of our economy re-

mains undocumented,” he
stated.

Aurangzeb further said
that an agreement was
signed with McKinsey on
Friday to facilitate compre-
hensive digitalisation of the
economy.

“They are going to
come in and help us with
the end-to-end
digitalisation of our
economy,” the finance min-
ister said.

FinMin Aurangzeb em-
phasized the urgent need to
implement a framework for
a green tax economy.

RIYADH (APP): Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Monday met with Malay-
sian Foreign Minister Dato
Seri Utama Haji Mohamad
Bin Haji Hasan in which
they reviewed the broad
range of relations with a
special focus on enhancing
trade and investment ties.

In the meeting held on

nomic Forum (WEF) being
held here, two sides agreed
to hold the next round of
Joint Ministerial Commis-
sion meeting in Islamabad
during the year.

In the Joint Ministerial
Commission meeting, the
two sides will study the
markets and take full ad-
vantage of the opportuni-
ties offered in various sec-
tors for tangible economic

outcomes, according to a
press release.

the sidelines of the Special
Meeting of the World Eco-
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RIYADH: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with Prime Minister of Malaysia H.E.
Anwar Ibrahim.

Deputy Director NAB Mr. Khuram Shehzad delivering lecture to the Police
Officers at Police Training College Quetta.

HUB: Deputy Commissioner Hub Rohana Gul
Kakar inaugurating anti-polio drop

GWADAR: Additional Deputy Commissioner General Tabish Baloch presid-
ing over polio review meeting

QUETTA: A delegation of PPP meeting with Deputy Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Ghazala Gola

QUETTA: MPAs Maulana Hidayatur Rehman, Mir Asghar Rind and former
Coordinator Malik Bilal Kakar meeting with Provincial Minister for Plan-
ning & Development Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi

Meanwhile, addressing
the Apex committee meet-
ing, Chief Minister said that
peaceful Balochistan is
guarantor of stable Paki-
stan.

He said that the war
against terrorism is not of
the Army and militants,
rather it is all of us, and we
have to fight it together.

The Chief Minister as-
serted that the killers of in-
nocent people don’t de-
serve any relaxation. We
would strictly deal with
those who have carried
weapons, however, would
go to homes of those
Balochistani who are angry,
and would try to remove
their reservations, he added.

The Chief Minister
also said that we are setting
positive direction for good
governance in the province.
The fruits of good gover-
nance would start reaching
in five to six months, he
added.

Mir Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti str essed that all of
us have to play our role
for betterment of the prov-
ince.

the purpose, over 10,000
teams have been
formed.

These teams would
visit home to home to
administer the anti-po-
lio drops to the chil-
dren, he added.

He mentioned that
two polio cases were re-
ported from Dera Bugti
and Chaman this year.

He made the pledge
to eradicate the polio
virus from the province,
for we would be need-
ing cooperation of par-
ents, civil society and
media.

The Coordinator
EOC said that
Balochistan remained
polio free for 28 months.
He said that the polio
virus reached
Balochistan again after
reaching Karachi and
Afghanistan.

Syed Zahid Shah
ruled out element of
negligence in reporting
of the polio cases in the
two districts of
Balochistan. He said that
the polio cases have not
been reported because of
negligence of anyone.

He said that we are
trying to convey the mes-
sage through media to the
parents who are refusing
the polio vaccination to
their children.

Special anti-polio
drive gets ...

President confers NI (M)....

friendly countries including
Saudi Arabia, Gulf coun-
tries, the United Kingdom,
the United States and many
other countries for their
support at a difficult time.”

Pakistan’s economy
suffered losses of 30 billion
dollars because of the
floods and then it ap-
proached international en-
tities in Geneva and other
places and had to borrow
loans at expensive rates due
to the natural disaster which
was not its fault, he men-
tioned. “Our country was hit
in a way which I had not seen
in my life time,” he remarked.
He gave the example of his
family to express his deter-
mination and resolve to put
Pakistan on the road to
progress and prosperity.

He said his father and
his brothers were sons of a
poor farmer in undivided
India and they migrated to
Lahore, Pakistan at the time
of partition. With the sheer
dint of hard work, in 1965
his father and family raised
the largest steel engineering
company in Pakistan but it
was nationalized on Janu-
ary 2, 1972, he said, adding
his family stood up and ac-

cepted the challenge and in
next 18 months set up six
new small factories to avoid
further nationalization.

He said global north and
south were dependent on
each other and had to work
together to  face the present
challenges. The prime min-
ister said after taking over
reins of the country early
this year, he was determined
to put things in order.

Talking about the issues
facing Pakistan, he said the
power sector was in a
shambles due to massive
electricity theft and an elit-
ist culture was doling out
to those who did not de-
serve it. He told that for the
first time in the country’s
history after getting cred-
ible input from agencies he
removed high level officers
who were not functioning
well and had grey records.

“Our revenue sector is
in tatters and what we re-
ceive annually in revenue,
we lose four times due to
leakages in the system.
Unless we plug loopholes
we will not recover from our
problems in revenue collec-
tion,” he explained. He said
there were also problems of
inflation and debt trap

which was a “death trap”.
He said, “I acknowl-

edge from the core of my
heart the support of Saudi
leadership for Pakistan for
overcoming economic chal-
lenges. A friend in need is a
friend indeed.”

He appreciated the
UK’s Department for Inter-
national Development for
its outstanding support for
Pakistan in sectors of health
and education in the past.

He said his government
was going for deep rooted
structural reforms and
meaningful austerity.

Pakistan had a very
young population - mil-
lions of boys and girls -
which was not only a chal-
lenge but also a great op-
portunity, he added.

“Youth is our biggest
asset and we have to pro-
vide them will modern tools
and technology including
education in information
technology and artificial in-
telligence and vocational
training so that they can
become self earners and es-
tablish small and medium
size businesses and contrib-
ute in the nation building ef-
forts in Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia.”

Later, the visiting Com-
mander of Turkish Land
Forces, General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu, also called
on the President, at Aiwan-
e-Sadr.

The meeting was also
attended by the Chief of
Army Staff, General Syed
Asim Munir.

The meeting discussed
matters pertaining to de-
fence cooperation between
the two brotherly countries.

Both sides emphasised
the need for further expand-
ing bilateral ties for the
mutual benefit of Pakistan
and Turkiye.

Talking to the Com-
mander of Turkish Land
Forces, the president said
that Pakistan was proud of
its relations with Turkiye,
which had always sup-
ported Pakistan on core is-
sues.

He expressed satisfac-
tion over the collaboration
between Pakistan and
Turkiye on a number of
projects that would further
strengthen bilateral ties.

The president high-
lighted the need for increas-
ing people-to-people con-
tacts, as well as promoting
cooperation in the areas of
agriculture, education, art
and culture to bring the
people of Pakistan and
Turkiye further closer.

He said that President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was
a true and sincere friend of
Pakistan who had made
telephonic calls to him on
his election as well as at the
beginning of Ramzan-ul-
Mubarak.

This showed his com-
mitment to broadening Pak-
Turkiye ties, he added.

Commander of Turkish
Land Forces General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu reiterated the
desire to further improve
defence cooperation with
Pakistan.

He said that both coun-
tries could significantly
contribute to the promotion
of regional peace and sta-
bility.

The president con-
gratulated the Commander
of Turkish Land Forces on
receiving the Nishan-i-
Imtiaz (Military) and
hoped that he would con-
tinue to play his role to fur-
ther strengthen defence co-
operation between the two
brotherly countries.

According to citation
read out in the ceremony,
Turkish commander ‘is a
sincere and close friend of
Pakistan’ and played a
prominent role in promot-
ing and strengthening the
defence relations between
two brotherly countries.

General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu is an officer
of high intellect and his ex-
cellent administrative quali-
ties earned him the reputa-
tion of being a courageous
and professionally compe-
tent officer.

He had served on dif-
ferent military posts.

In recognition of his
excellent services and out-
standing achievements, he
was promoted to the rank
of General in 2021 and ap-
pointed as commander of
Turkish Land Forces in
August 2023.

Peaceful
Balochistan....

Continued from page 1

No peace in world without....
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Senators demand probe into social media
propaganda on taxing solar consumers

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistan Peoples Party Par-
liamentarians (PPPP) Senators on Monday demanded
the Upper House of the Parliament to direct for a probe
into social media propaganda on government’s alleged
intention to tax solar power consumers.

PPPP Senator Palmas Mohammad Zai Khan while
taking to the floor on point of order demanded the House
to take note of the issue as social media hearsays led to
huge outcry in the public already burdened by skyrock-
eting inflation and rise in gas and electricity tariffs.

Senator Khan said, “If there is any idea to tax solar
power consuming households then it’s tantamount to a
conspiracy against the sitting government and an wise
move that will further break the backbone of the masses
already battered by price hike and poor economic situa-
tion.”

She said the newspapers had given wide coverage to
the story that forced the power division to issue an infor-
mal statement brushing aside all the claims levelled in the
social media’s misleading information.

Senator Palwasha Khan announced at the floor of the
House that if there was going to be any such decision
then it would be resisted from the floor.

“Pakistan has produced some 7,000 megawatts of

electricity from renewable energy sources in just eight
months that gives huge impetus to shift over cheaper
energy sources,” she said.

Chipping in her discussion, PPPP Parliamentary
leader in the Senate, Senator Sherry Rehman said the
issue surfaced on Saturday weekend that was against the
state and country’s ambitions and also the vision of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

Senator Rehman said she took to X formerly Twit-
ter, to condemn the development and wrote three posts
demanding the Prime Minister to take notice of the mat-
ter.  She said it was not only the solar power units that
were going to be charged but also the net metering system
was going to be altered that would completely break this
industry.

“There have been many calls and messages from green
energy investing companies, diplomats and foreign mis-
sions investing in green energy initiatives in the country.
They asked me that should we take our investment back
or close our endeavours for renewables rollout,” Senator
Rehman said.

“The Power Ministry has furnished an informal state-
ment rejecting all such allegations whereas it is pertinent
that this should not have happened,” she said.

PM, Saudi ministers discuss avenues
of bilateral cooperation

keen interest in developing
energy projects identified
by the prime minister.

PM Shehbaz welcomed
the interest by the King-
dom to enhance economic
partnership with Pakistan.
He said that following his
meeting with Crown Prince
and Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman
both sides were pursuing the
economic cooperation
agenda with a renewed
vigour and commitment.

He expressed the hope
that the technical teams of
the two countries would
complete their work and
many mutually beneficial
projects would be launched

soon.
The prime minister

also applauded the vision
of the Kingdom and the re-
markable transformation
that had taken place  mak-
ing Saudi Arabia a hub of
economic growth and devel-
opment.

Later, the prime minis-
ter held a meeting with
Faisal Al-Ibrahim, Minister
of Economy and Planning
and Eng. Abdulrahman
Abdulmohsen Al-Fadley,
Minister of Environment,
Water and Agriculture of
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

During the meeting, the
prime minister appreciated
the keen interest shown by

the Kingdom to explore
ways and means to increase
economic partnership be-
tween the two brotherly
countries.

He highlighted the po-
tential of Pakistani agricul-
ture sector and underscored
that Pakistan could become
a bread basket for the King-
dom and play a critical role
in ensuring food security
not only for the two coun-
tries but for the entire re-
gion.

The Saudi minister for
environment briefed the
prime minister on the fruit-
ful discussions that he and
his delegation held in
Islamabad on April 15-16.

RIYADH (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif held a meet-
ing with  Prince Abdulaziz
bin Salman Al-Saud, Min-
ister of Energy, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, on the side-
lines of the World Economic
Forum Special Meeting in
Riyadh on Monday.

The Saudi Energy
Minister was accompanied
by the chief executive of-
ficer & president of Aramco
and the chairman of ACWA
Power.

During the meeting, the
prime minister highlighted
the initiatives undertaken
by the Government of Pa-
kistan to facilitate and
streamline processes for

investments in the
country’s energy sector.

He underscored various
avenues available for energy
cooperation between the
two brotherly countries,
which included building
new and improving existing
energy infrastructure, in-
creasing focus on renewable
energy, and bringing effi-
ciencies across the entire
energy eco-system.

The Saudi energy min-
ister acknowledged deep
historic fraternal ties be-
tween the two countries
and highlighted the impor-
tant role played by Paki-
stanis in the development
of the Kingdom.

The Saudi side showed

Pakistan values Germany
as significant global

partner: ambassador
BERLIN (APP): Pakistan’s
ambassador to Germany
Saqlain Syedah attended an
event titled “Bridges of
Hope-Munich welcomes
Pakistan”, as a key note
speaker and panelist.

The aim of the program
was to engage Pakistani
community in Munich and
also present Pakistan as a
potential economic and cul-
tural partner for the Ger-
man public.

The ambassador briefed
the audience regarding the
endeavours to enhance ties
with Germany particularly in
fields of mobility of skilled
and semi skilled labour from
Pakistan into German com-
panies to benefit both coun-
tries. She also noted that Pa-
kistan offers an encouraging

potential in sectors like re-
newable energy, IT, R&D
and service sectors.

Other speakers included
Hans-Joachim Gerber and
Dr. Jamila Haq who briefed
the audience about their so-
cial sector service projects
undertaken by the NGO
“Hilfe zur Selbsthilfe’ in Pa-
kistan. The said organisation
undertakes a variety of so-
cial service programmes in
areas of health, education,
and infrastructure and disas-
ter management.

The gathering was orga-
nized by the renowned com-
munity member and busi-
nessman Arslan Minhas. A
large number of community
members and German
friends in Munich attended
the event.

Deputy Director NAB (Balochistan) says

Corruption is a scourge for
which all institutions should

adopt policy of self-accountability
Independent Report

QUETTA: On the invitation of PTC, NAB (Balochistan)
arranged a lecture on “Corruption” to under training Po-
lice Officers at the Police Training College, Sariab Road
Quetta.

National Accountability Bureau (NAB) Balochistan
organized a training lecture for the training officers at
Police Training College Quetta regarding the Corruption.
Deputy Director NAB (Balochistan) Mr. Khuram
Shehzad delivered lecture which was attended by a large
number of police personnel.

SP Rehmat Baloch in his inaugural words, welcomed
and thanked NAB’s team. He shortly briefed the aims
and objectives of the program. While addressing the of-
ficers, Deputy Director NAB (Balochistan) expressed
this views on the subject and explained the working of
NAB. He highlighted the reasons of increasing corrup-
tion as greediness, low level of monitoring and regula-
tions and diminished morals in our society. He urged all
the government officials to play their role in eradicating
corruption.

Pakistan’s Ashab wins
Rochester Proam Squash in USA
ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pa-
kistan emerging squash
player Muhammad Ashab
Irfan makes the country
proud by winning the US
9000$ Rochester Proam
Squash Tournament by
beating Gomez
Dominguez of Mexico by
3-1 in the final held in
Huston squash club, USA.

After months of hard
work and dedication with
special support from
Houston Squash Club
Ashab Iran won his first
PSA title as his achieve-
ment is even more notable

as he is only the second
Pakistani player to win a
PSA title outside of Paki-
stan in recent years, ce-
menting his position as a
rising star in the sport.

The second seed and
world number 112 from
Pakistan looked very en-
ergetic and aggressive
during the final match of
the tournament, Ashab
squared off against
Gomez Dominguez in a
thrilling encounter as
young Ashab emerged tri-
umphant with a 3-1 vic-
tory, securing the title

with set scores of 12-10,
11-4, 9-11, and 11-9 during
60 minutes decisive game.

As the stakes height-
ened in the semi-final,
Ashab Irfan faced a for-
midable opponent in
Ronald Palamino of Co-
lumbia. Despite dropping
two sets, Ashab displayed
resilience and determina-
tion, ultimately prevail-
ing with a hard-fought 3-
2 victory. The set scores
reflected the intensity of
the match, with Irfan
claiming victory with scores
of 9-11, 11-9, 11-2, 4-11, and
11-4.

Jahanzeb Khan, owner
of Houston Squash Club
said that Ashhab Irfan is the
second Pakistani player
who win the PSA title in
abroad is being sup-
ported by Houston
Squash Club and we are
very happy that the young
squash players who are
making Pakistan name
bright in the world.
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ISLAMABAD: A view of massive traffic jam at Islamabad Expressway in the
Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Governor Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), Syed Mehdi Shah and Chief
Minister GB, Gul Bar Khan called on President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi inaugurating Islamabad Traffic
Police Facilitation on Wheels & Islamabad Traffic Police Education on
Wheels.

ISLAMABAD: Mrs. Marilina Armellin, Ambassa-
dor of Italy to Pakistan, calls on the Federal Minis-
ter for Economic Affairs, Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema.

ISLAMABAD: PM’s coordinator on climate change & Environmental coor-
dination Romina Khurshid Alam in a group photo during a launching cer-
emony of WEF’s National plastic action partnership held at COMSATS
wherein more than 12 countries ambassadors participated.

ISLAMABAD: Lady Health workers administering
polio drops during Anti Polio drive in the Holy Shrine
of Bari Imam Sarkar R.A in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman Pakistan Red Crescent
Society (PRCS), Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari,
meets with Mohamed Yahya of Somalia United Na-
tions Resident Coordinator in Pakistan.

Capital police to exercise
zero tolerance policy against

street crimes, drug abuse
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi Monday said that
Capital police had launched
an aggressive campaign for
adopting a zero-tolerance
policy against street crimes
and drug abusers.

Talking to a Private
news channel, he vowed
that the capital police with
its full dedication will im-
prove their performance
and take innovative steps
to further improve the over-
all law and order situation
to curb street crimes by
concentrating on the
hotspots. He urged the citi-
zens to come forward and
lodge their complaints
against such policemen,
who would not be tolerated
in the police force.

He said that a seven-
day special campaign
should be started to elimi-
nate crimes. All police of-
ficers will target criminal
groups and expedite crack-
downs on drug trafficking

and a special campaign will
be launched against profes-
sional beggars.

Replying to a query,
he said that Islamabad Po-
lice has launched a special
awareness campaign titled
“Nasha Ab Nahe” to eradi-
cate narcotics from the fed-
eral capital and to safeguard
the youth from the menace
of narcotics.

As part of this initia-
tive, the Police officers are
conducting special aware-
ness drives in schools, col-
leges and universities re-
garding the dangers of nar-
cotics and measures for pre-
vention and control, he
added. He also stressed the
youngsters for joining the
drive and said the sale of
drugs, especially hashish
and ice, has now become
common in colleges and
schools. Capital Police is
committed and formulating
an action plan against the
“drug mafia” and a grand
operation has been
launched against culprits
involved in crimes.

NADRA ‘doorstep service’
bringing improvement in

CNIC issuance system
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) “doorstep ser-
vice” is not only bringing
improvement in the CNIC
issuance system but also
simplifies the process.

The differently-abled
citizens can get their digital
IDs without much distur-
bance through doorstep
services, said an official of
NADRA here Monday.

Talking to APP
Muhammad Shakeel, said
that effort highlights
NADRA’s commitment to
inclusion and its strong dedi-
cation to providing CNICs
at people’s doorsteps par-
ticularly those who have
some physical issues or dis-
ability. The National Data-
base and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) official,
while giving a briefing to the
press, said that the initia-
tive is focusing on
NADRA’s objective of em-
powering people with dis-
abilities.

He highlighted how

the community will be a
great beneficiary of this ser-
vice, ensuring the accessi-
bility and diversity.

He further said that the
objective was first imple-
mented in 2009, adding that
Special CNIC services has
long been recognized as an
important tool in Pakistan
to close the gap and guar-
antee the rights and ben-
efits of PWDs. NADRA’s
dedication to inclusivity
and empowerment is veri-
fied by the Special Helpline
1777, created to act as a
centralized support hub
and offer comprehensive
assistance and guidance on
NADRA’s identification
services, including the
home-based CNIC issuing
process. He added that
through this programme,
NADRA officers person-
ally visit homes where they
verify documents, capture
biometric data, and finally
issue CNICs, for ensuring
equality in obtaining a key
identification document for
the disabled population.

Backward areas
uplift among govt top

priorities: Minister

Polio drive in full swing:
ICT admins oversees
campaign activities

Police launch
24/7 drive-

through
facility: SSP

ISLAMABAD (APP): Se-
nior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSP) Muhammad
Sarfraz Virk of Islamabad
on Monday have launched
a 24/7 drive-through facil-
ity’ “Police Mobile Facili-
tation service” for students
and egged citizens at their
door steps. According to a
private news channel he
said that already-provided
services will now be avail-
able to the student and se-
nior citizens at their door
steps round the clock.

They will also be able
to avail new services includ-
ing renewal of driving li-
cense through the drive-
through facility, he added.
ITP facilitation on wheel
and ITP education on wheel
were the two facilities pro-
vide at their door steps.

Our primary focus
will be the student and the
educational institutions to
facilitate the students to
avail their new as well as
renewal of license.

Mohsin Naqvi inaugurates mobile
facilitation and education service

Amir Muqam calls for
performance over politics,
criticizes opposition tactics

President urges steps to
promote local businesses
for GB’s self-sufficiency

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday stressed the
need for steps to promote
local businesses and eco-
nomic activities to make
Gilgit Baltistan (GB) self-
sufficient as well as for in-
clusive and sustainable de-
velopment in the area.

The president, in a
meeting with GB Governor
Syed Mehdi Shah and Chief
Minister Gul Bar Khan,
who called on him here, said
the GB had enormous hy-
droelectric potential that
needed to be capitalized for
its development.

He said that GB was
blessed with abundant natu-
ral resources, including min-

ing, gems, and minerals, and
called for their full explora-
tion and development to
bring economic prosperity
to the area.

During the meeting,
the GB governor and chief
minister informed the presi-
dent about the development
projects being undertaken
by the GB government.

They also apprised
President Zardari of various
issues facing the GB
people, particularly the lack
of education and health fa-
cilities, and unemploy-
ment.

They also requested
the president to visit GB
and address the Gilgit-
Baltistan Assembly.

Emphasizing the con-
stitutional reforms, the GB
governor also pointed out
the issues facing the univer-
sities and requested for
president’s special atten-
tion for their resolution.

President Zardari un-
derlined the need to initiate
programs for the training
and skill development of
GB’s youth to equip them
with employable skills as
per market demand.

He called for acceler-
ating infrastructure devel-
opment in GB as well as
focusing on strengthening
the education and health
sectors to bring it at par
with other developed areas
of the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for States and
Frontier Regions, Engr.
Amir Muqam on Monday
emphasized the need for the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) provincial government
to focus on performance
instead of engaging in nega-
tive politics and manipulat-
ing public sentiments.

Speaking here in the
National Assembly, he
urged the Opposition to
adopt a constructive ap-
proach rather than disrupt-
ing proceedings with con-
frontational tactics.

He criticized the KP
provincial government’s
failure and its stubborn at-
titude to fill 11 vacant seats
in the Senate, stressing the
importance of ensuring ad-
equate representation for
province in the House of
Federation (Senate).

The minister lamented
the underperformance of
the KP province compared
to Punjab and Sindh, call-
ing for a learning curve from
their development models.

About the blames of
the KP Chief Minister on

the federal government over
resource allocation, he high-
lighted the equitable distri-
bution through the National
Finance Commission
(NFC) award.

The minister ques-
tioned the chief minister’s
insistence on federal funds,
emphasizing adherence to
established financial mecha-
nisms.

Regarding opposition
politics, Amir Muqam de-
nounced the tendency for
selective acceptance of
court decisions and criti-
cized the tendency to incite
unrest while shunning ac-
countability.

He recounted personal
experiences of legal chal-
lenges and emphasized the
importance of facing legal
proceedings with fortitude.

Amir Muqam revealed
that he had personally faced
23 cases, along with his
spouse and son facing their
own legal challenges.

Despite enduring
mental distress during his
son’s imprisonment and the
closure of their businesses,
he emphasized the impor-

tance of facing legal cases
with resilience instead of
resorting to empty slogans.

Reflecting on the con-
duct of former Prime Min-
ister, Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif in the face of legal
decisions, Amir Muqam
commended his commit-
ment to peace and tranquil-
ity.

Despite adverse court
rulings, Sharif refrained
from inciting agitation and
consistently advocated for
the welfare of the people.

He stated that indi-
viduals previously involved
in attacking Parliament and
Pakistan Television, stirring
unrest, were now discuss-
ing similar disruptive ac-
tions.

However, he affirmed
that such actions would not
be tolerated this time, em-
phasizing the rule of law.

The minister also cited
damages to the Malakand
toll plaza, a school in Dir,
and other critical locations
on May 9 and asserted that
the public was aware of the
true perpetrators behind
these incidents.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to details, the Federal Inte-
rior Minister Syed Mohsin
Naqvi has successfully
implemented another im-
portant initiative for the
convenience of the resi-
dents of the federal capital,
a public relations officer
said. He said that, the Inte-
rior Minister inaugurated
the Islamabad Traffic Po-
lice public facilitation and
education mobile service
and inspected and reviewed
the facilities provided to
citizens to get the license.

In this regard a cer-
emony was held at F-9
park, which was attended
by the Federal Interior
Minister as chief guest
while, the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP)
Islamabad, Syed Ali Nasir
Rizvi along with senior po-
lice officers were also
present.

On this occasion, the
Federal Interior Minister
stated that Islamabad Traf-

fic Police will now issue
driving licenses to residents
from any part of the coun-
try and licenses for people
over 70 years of age in the
federal capital will be issued
at their homes.

He further emphasized
providing every possible
facility to the residents of
Islamabad with a priority
on facilitating college and
university students with
services for obtaining and
renewing licenses and
learner permits at their edu-
cational institutions.

Moreover, the aim of
this service is to save stu-
dents time from visiting traf-
fic offices and waiting in
queues, he maintained.

However, the Federal
Interior Minister has an-
nounced the commence-
ment of work to rid
Islamabad of drugs and of-
fenses. Islamabad will ad-
here to the Supreme Court’s
decision regarding offenses
and ensuring no tolerance
for any transgressions.

The Islamabad Traffic
Police has been directed to
issue licenses to citizens
from any part of the coun-
try residing in Islamabad,
without requiring them to
return if their temporary or
permanent address is out-
side Islamabad.

He further said that,
the welfare of police mar-
tyrs’ families and officers
is also among the top pri-
orities. He asserted that all
police stations in Islamabad
will undergo significant
changes within three
months.

He said that, under the
leadership of IGP
Islamabad, police are tak-
ing action against drug use
in educational institutions
throughout Islamabad and
arresting drug peddlers.

On this occasion, IGP
Islamabad said that this
mobile service van will ad-
here to the motto of “serv-
ing citizens with conve-
nience,” providing services
to citizens in Islamabad.

Italy reaffirms commitment
to support poverty alleviation,

rural development

MoCC&EC, HEC mull over
climate change inclusion into
national curriculum: Romina

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister’s Coordina-
tor for Climate Change,
Romina Khurshid Alam on
Monday said the Ministry
of Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordination
was mulling over inclusion
of climate change as part of
the national curriculum
with the Higher Education
Commission of Pakistan
(HEC) to start climate
awareness at the grassroots
level.

Prime Minister’s Co-
ordinator expressed these
views at the launching cer-
emony of Pakistan’s
Roadmap on Plastics.

She said the nation

must cope with climate
change together as it had to
learn from each other’s ex-
periences. Romina
Khurshid said she has dem-
onstrated zero tolerance on
the use of single-use plas-
tics and strictly adhered to
the avoidance of drinking
water in plastic bottles.
“Aquatic life is also in
trouble because of plastics
that demands urgent action
and responsibility of all as
individuals towards shun-
ning the one-time use plas-
tics,” she said. The Minis-
ter underscored that Paki-
stan is among the 175 coun-
tries of the UN which have
signed the agreement.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Italy to Pa-
kistan, Marilina Armellin,
during a call on meeting
with Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs, Ahad
Khan Cheema Monday re-
affirmed her country’s un-
wavering commitment to
support Pakistan in pov-
erty reduction and rural de-
velopment, technical and
vocational training, cultural
heritage and agriculture.

According to press
statement issued by Eco-
nomic Affairs Division
(EAD), she apprised the
minister of the implemen-

tation progress of the on-
going development portfo-
lio funded by the Italy, in-
cluding special assistance
package provided in the
wake of the catastrophic
2022 floods.

She said, government
of Italy would be continu-
ously supporting Pakistan
for economic development
activities.

The ambassador was
accompanied by Head of
Italian Agency for Develop-
ment Cooperation (AICS),
Francesco Zatta and First
Secretary of the Embassy
of Italy, Augusto Palmieri.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Communications
Minister Abdul Aleem
Khan said on Monday that
the government’s top pri-
ority is the welfare of the
masses, and it is using huge
funds to reduce poverty
and unemployment and
uplift backward areas of the
country. Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he said
that the government’s work-
ing on upgrading communi-
cation, education, and
health sectors and generat-
ing new economic activi-
ties. The minister said that
the government is focused
on long-term development
projects that will benefit the

country’s economy.
“This government is

sensitive to the aspirations
of every section of society,
saying that cutting-edge
communication systems
will also become more at-
tractive for both domestic
and foreign investments.

Replying to a ques-
tion, he stressed the need
for responsible governance
that would not only ensure
stability but also embrace
reform and adapt to chang-
ing external environments.

He said that a strong
infrastructure was necessary
to achieve the task of devel-
opment in any country in
the world.

ISLAMABAD (APP): All
the Assistant Commission-
ers of the Federal Capital
were actively engaging with
polio teams to ensure the
success of the a seven-day
anti-polio drive which
started on Monday in ICT.

This proactive in-
volvement aligned with the
directives from Islamabad’s
Deputy Commissioner and
the Additional Deputy
Commissioner East, said
the Spokesman of
Islamabad Capital Territory
Administratiin, Dr
Abdullah Tabassum here.

In this regard, the As-
sistant Commissioners
from across the city have
visited different locations to
oversee the polio teams’
activities.

At Jinnah Garden,
Assistant Commissioner
Saddar area, Ms Mehreen
joined the morning assem-
bly, where she discussed the

day’s goals and addressed
issues concerning polio vac-
cinations.

She emphasized meet-
ing the targets, addressing
“not available” (NA) cases,
and handling refusals to en-
sure maximum coverage.

Meanwhile, Assistant
Commissioner Nellore area,
Uzir Ahamd participated in
the morning briefing at I-8
area.

During this session, he
reviewed the first day’s
planning and addressed any
complaints or concerns re-
lated to the polio campaign.

Similarly, in the Indus-
trial Area, Assistant Com-
missioner, Farwa Batool
checked in on the polio
teams at UCG-15, issuing
additional guidance to en-
hance their operations.

This focused ap-
proach aimed at streamline
the vaccination process and
solve any logistical issues.

Ministry unveils innovations
to enhance Hajj facilities,

introduces short-term package
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary, Religious Affairs,
Dr. Syed Atta-ur-Rehman
on Monday shed light on
crucial aspects pertaining to
the upcoming Hajj with a
focus on optimizing the pil-
grimage experience and ad-
dressing pertinent concerns
delineating the ministry’s
strategies and innovations.

Addressing a press
conference along with other
officials here, he com-
menced the discourse by ac-
knowledging the challenges
encountered in fully utiliz-
ing the Hajj quota in pre-
ceding years.

Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman,
expressing unwavering de-
termination, underscored
the imperative of maximiz-
ing the utilization of the
Hajj quota in the ensuing
year, highlighting the reper-
cussions of under utiliza-
tion, which could poten-
tially lead to a reduction in
the quota for future years.

Dispelling misconcep-
tions surrounding the num-
ber of pilgrims under the
government scheme, he
clarified that there had been
no reduction in pilgrim
numbers this year.

Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman
said there was the reduction
in per capita allocation by
Rs. 100,000 compared to
the previous year, prompt-
ing concerted efforts to al-
leviate financial burdens,
including fee reductions
imposed by airlines.

He emphasized the
ministry’s commitment to
enhancing the pilgrimage
experience outlining a series
of innovative initiatives in-
troduced for the upcoming
pilgrimage season. He said
notable among these inno-
vations was the introduc-
tion of short-term Hajj
packages spanning 20 to 25
days, complementing the
traditional 40-day pilgrim-
age.

Ayaz extends
felicitation

to Dar on his
appointment
as deputy PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Monday extended felicita-
tion to Foreign Minister
Senator Ishaq Dar on his
appointment as Deputy
Prime Minister.

In his felicitation mes-
sage, the Speaker said that
appointment of Senator
Ishaq Dar as Deputy Prime
Minister indicated the trust
on his political sagacious-
ness and his seasoned lead-
ership, said a news release.

He said that Ishaq
Dar’s appointment as
Deputy Prime Minister
would lead Pakistan on a
new path of progress and
prosperity.

IHC adjourns
PTI founder’s

bail plea
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday ad-
journed hearing of a bail
petition of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder in 190 million
pounds Al-Qadir Trust
scam case.

IHC b en ch  com-
pr is ing Chief Jus t ice
Aamer Farooq and Jus-
t ice  Tar iq  Mehmoo d
Jahangiri heard the bail
petition. Defence law-
yers Barrister  Salman
S a f d a r  a n d  S h e h b a z
Khosa appeared before
the court, while National
Accountabil i ty Court
Prosecutor Amjad Pervaiz
could not attend the pro-
ceedings.

Mehbooba
asks people

to give verdict
against

abrogation of
Article 370

ISLAMABAD (APP):
PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti has asked people to
exercise their adult-fran-
chise to make their voices
reach the Indian Parliament
and convey to the BJP-led
the decision taken on August
5, 2019 to abrogate Article
370 was wrong and had to
be revoked at all costs. The
Kashmir Media Service re-
ported that Mehbooba also
warned against any move to
postpone the south Kash-
mir constituency elections.
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Weathering the storm
The year 2023 is a sobering re-
minder of the tumultuous rela-
tionship Asia has with climate
change and how this change ap-
pears to be gaining momentum
each year. According to the World
Meteorological Organisation, Asia
bore the brunt of climate and
weather disasters last year, with
temperatures in the region climb-
ing almost 2°C above the histori-
cal average. This warming has led
to more frequent and severe
weather phenomena, from debili-
tating heatwaves to devastating
floods. Pakistan finds itself grap-
pling with these realities early this
year.

The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority has issued
warnings of ongoing severe
weather conditions likely to per-
sist until April 29, including po-
tential flooding and storms that
threaten to disrupt lives and live-
lihoods. These alerts come in the
wake of a series of weather-in-
duced calamities since February
that have inflicted significant
damage, with the death toll ris-
ing and infrastructure strained.
This escalating frequency and in-
tensity of weather-related disas-
ters makes evident the need for
Asian countries to bolster their
meteorological capabilities and
disaster preparedness.

For Pakistan, the challenge is
twofold. Firstly, there is a press-
ing need to enhance the capacity
and resources of the NDMA and
provincial meteorological depart-
ments. This means investing in
advanced forecasting technolo-
gies and expanding early warn-
ing systems to ensure timely and
accurate weather updates. Sec-
ondly, we need a strategy for cli-
mate resilience. This would in-
volve building and updating in-
frastructure to withstand extreme
weather, ensuring sustainable
agricultural practices so our food
sources remain secure, and em-
powering local populations
through community-based disas-
ter-risk management
programmes. Every citizen must
be made aware of their role in
disaster preparedness and re-
sponse. Moreover, the plight of
farmers, highlighted by recent
storms affecting the wheat har-
vest in Punjab, makes a strong
case for agricultural reforms. Poli-
cies that support crop insurance,
improve access to weather-resis-
tant seed varieties, and promote
water conservation techniques
are vital. Such reforms will help
stabilise agricultural output and
safeguard farmers’ incomes
against the caprices of climate.

On a regional level, Asian
countries must work closely on
climate action initiatives. Sharing
technology, knowledge, and strat-
egies can amplify individual efforts
and lead to regional resilience.
Global cooperation, too, is key.
Developed nations need to sup-
port vulnerable regions through
funding, technology transfer, and
capacity-building initiatives.

The writing is on the wall. The
time for incremental steps is over.
The scale of the challenge requires
bold, decisive actions that reflect
the urgency of the moment. For
Pakistan, and Asia at large, build-
ing resilience is no longer a mat-
ter of choice but a necessity for
survival in an era marked by un-
precedented climatic upheaval. As
we advance through 2024, let this
be the year when we all proactively
ensure that our communities are
safeguarded and that the future
is secure against the inevitable
next storm.

Four hundred seats?

Protecting free speech

Stirring monster Campus protests

Umair Javed
Analyses of the ongoing
Indian election mostly fo-
cus on the scale of the
BJP’s expected victory
rather than the identity of
the winner. The ruling
party is similarly confident
of its return to power, with
a campaign target set at 400-
plus seats in a 543-seat Lok
Sabha. Anything close to
this number would give it
the largest majority of any
Indian government since
Congress in 1984, in the
aftermath of Indira’s assas-
sination.

That the Modi-led
BJP has managed to carve
out and then extend its
single-party dominance is
one of the most important
trends of electoral politics
anywhere in the world. Af-
ter the rise of lower-caste
and regional parties, politi-
cal analysis of India from
the late 1990s and early
2000s repeatedly talked
about the permanence of
fractured mandates and
coalition politics.

The BJP’s rise in the
last decade or so invalidates
many of these predictions.
Its dominance of national
politics has deepened dur-
ing this time. The Hindi

heartland of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Madhya, and
Uttar Pradesh is practically
a one-party region. There
is no clear nationwide alter-
native, and opposition par-
ties succeed mostly in state
assembly elections in the
southern states.

Explanations for the
BJP’s rise and the
reconfiguration of Indian
politics offer both cultural
and economic factors. Its
strategy of tactical
polarisation in key constitu-
encies, through communal
rhetoric and violence, helps
consolidate upper-, middle-
, and lower-caste Hindu vot-
ers behind one party,
whereas previously, these
groups may have voted for
different candidates.

The same strategy is at
play once more, as wit-
nessed in Modi’s recent
scaremongering speech
about how the opposition,
if voted into government,
planned to use an inheritance
tax to appropriate Hindu
property and distribute
them among Muslims.

Earlier work by soci-
ologist Manali Desai also
points out how the BJP in
Gujarat used the memory of
violence of the early 2000s,
which was of its own mak-
ing, to project itself as a pro-

tector of Hindus against the
threat of Muslim resur-
gence. Regardless of the fact
that Muslim populations re-
main ghettoised and entirely
disempowered, this rhetoric
has both shaped and taken
advantage of general mate-
rial and personal insecurities,
especially among middle-
and lower-caste Hindus.

In more recent times,
the BJP has also made in-
roads in places that were
seen to be immune from di-
visive polarisation, such as
Kerala. While it is still some
way from winning an elec-
tion there, the BJP’s popu-
larity among Dalit voters
has grown considerably.
The fact that a party domi-
nated by upper-caste Hin-
dus is getting votes from
lower-caste groups de-
serves more explanation.
Incisive analysis by
Samantha Agarwal on this
issue points to the tactical
use of caste-centric rheto-
ric that portrays the BJP
as a defender of lower-caste
interests in a region where
secularist and leftist parties
have failed to improve their
material conditions.

The tactical flexibility
of using upper-caste imag-
ery and religious
scaremongering in Hindi-
belt states and lower-caste

appeals outside of it show
the BJP’s adeptness at us-
ing cultural factors for its
advantage. But part of its
success also rests on eco-
nomic factors. Here, higher
headline rates of GDP
growth, and a state-curated
perception of the country
doing well globally, are also
key in shaping the pre-elec-
tion environment.

Political popularity
attributed to GDP growth
deserves further scrutiny. It
is well documented that in-
equality has increased in In-
dia over the last few de-
cades. As per The World In-
equality Rep-o--rt, the top
one per cent of the popula-
tion now ho---lds about
33pc of national wealth
while the bottom half of the
population holds about
6pc; in 1991, these shares
were 16pc and 9pc respec-
tively.

If high rates of growth
are mostly advantageous to
a small set of the popula-
tion, why then does the
rest of the electorate vote
for the ruling party on its
basis? One persuasive an-
swer is that high rates of
growth, and visible pros-
perity for some, creates
greater desire and aspiration
among middle-class seg-
ments. There is a prevail-

ing sentiment, managed and
curated by the BJP, that if
these select few can suc-
ceed, the economy will
eventually work for us as
well. In other words,
trickle-down economics has
been turned into a dominant
idea in India.

At the same time,
lower-income groups have
been won over through tar-
geted distribution of wel-
fare schemes. The welfare
provision work carried out
by its Hindu fundamental-
ist affiliates, notably the
RSS, reaps electoral divi-
dends for the BJP. This is
well documented by au-
thors such as Tariq Thachil
in his book Elite Parties,
Poor Voters.

In more recent years,
the BJP has also laid claim
to reducing poverty by a
significant degree. Disagree-
ments between economists
on this issue, dubbed the
‘Great Indian Poverty De-
bate’, previously contested
the extent and reasoning be-
hind this decline, though
there is now increasing con-
sensus that poverty reduc-
tion has taken place.

In a recent piece on the
same topic, economists
Maitreesh Ghatak and
Rishabh Kumar agree that
there has been an uptick in

household-level consump-
tion among the poorest seg-
ment of the population,
which can at least partially
be explained by the expan-
sion of public welfare
programmes following
Covid-19.

To this end, they pro-
vide the example of the
“prime minister’s food sup-
port plan (PMGKAY),
which built on the pre-ex-
isting National Food Secu-
rity Act to provide rice and
pulses to 800 million
people at zero cost. The
increase in the Government
of India’s food subsidy bill
between 2019-20 and 2020-
21 was nearly fivefold and
the net amount of the sub-
sidy remained structurally
higher every year since
2020”.

This mix of divisive
cultural politics and
grow-th-oriented economics
that feeds Hindu middle-
class ambition and provides
targeted welfare are key in-
gredients in the BJP’s po-
litical trajectory. Unless a
major upset happens, this
agenda looks set to deliver
an expanded majority for
the party. And in the pro-
cess, India is likely to take
one more step towards a
one-party form of govern-
ment.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Mohammad Ali
Babakhel

Last month’s attack on a
Moscow concert hall gar-
nered global media atten-
tion, highlighting the rap-
idly expanding capabilities
of the militant Islamic
State. The withdrawal of
US troops from Afghani-
stan has provided oppor-
tunities for militant
groups to revisit their
policies and targets, re-
sulting in a surge in ter-
rorism. In the South Asia
region, in addition to ideo-
logical affiliates of Al
Qaeda, the Islamic State
Khorasan Province (ISKP)
now poses a significant
threat.

Since its formation in
2015, ISKP has extended
its influence in South Asia
and is experiencing a re-
surgence enabled by the
post-US withdrawal situ-
ation. Although the group
was forced in 2019 to sur-
render control of territory
it once held in northern and
eastern Afghanistan, it has
shifted its focus to urban
warfare and has since ex-
ecuted numerous lethal at-
tacks. It is also striving to
broaden its geographic
scope beyond Afghanistan
by attracting talent from
existing extremist net-
works.

A central body, the
General Directorate of
Provinces, is entrusted by
the IS to coordinate re-
gional affiliates. The GDP
has a dedicated bureau for
South Asia called the
Maktab al-Saddiq. Report-
edly, ISKP maintains com-
munication with its local
leadership, but local for-
mations also exercise op-
erational autonomy. ISKP
seems flexible in its ambi-
tions, operations, and ties
with other militant groups.
This is  why, after the
Taliban takeover in Af-
ghanistan and despite the
arrests and killings of its
members, ISKP remains a
significant threat.

The ISKP’s strategy
can be divided into two

phases: from 2015 to late
2019, its strategy was to
gain territory and consoli-
date control. However, by
2019, ISKP was facing in-
tense pressure and conse-
quently lost territorial
control, which proved to
be a significant setback. In
the second phase, from
2020 onwards, it began
focusing on urban warfare.
This change of strategy
came with the objective of
eroding the legitimacy of
the Afghan Taliban among
the locals. The shift was
followed by atta-c--ks on
the Nangarhar prison, a
funeral  procession in
Nangarhar, and attacks on
local Shias and students at
Kabul University.

In the 2020 attack on
Nangarhar Jail, carried out
by 11 suicide bombers,
1,000 prisoners were re-
leased, including 280 ISKP
members. Subsequently,
the number of ISKP at-
tacks in Afghanistan in-
creased from 83 in 2020
to 334 in 2021. Two
weeks after the exit of US
troops from Afghanistan,
the attack on Kabul air-
port resulted in 170
deaths.

Initially, ISKP re-
cruitment was done pri-
marily from areas around
the Pak-Afghan border,
from where it attracted
former TTP fighters with
Salafi linkages and sectar-
ian influences. The ISKP’s
territorial losses in Af-
ghanistan and the Taliban
takeover have since
changed recruitment pat-
terns, and the group has
consequently tried to at-
tract militants on the pre-
text that the Taliban be-
trayed the jihadi cause and
hence it is the only viable
option to be associated
with.

The ISKP also in-
tends to expand in the pe-
riphery, including India,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, and the Maldives.
However, it has struggled
with ground operations.
The presence of
Myanmar ’s disenfran-
chised Rohingya popula-

tion in Bangladesh offers
the potential for the re-
cruitment of
sympathisers. In
Bangladesh, the one mil-
lion Rohingya refugees
from Myanmar (52 per
cent of whom are children)
have already been targeted
by the ISKP; however, the
group withdrew when
faced with the wrath of
counterterrorism (CT)
operations.

Denying space to
violent non-state actors in
poor or disaster-affected
communities is critical.
Sta-tes should invest more
funds in eradicating illit-
eracy and developing vo-
cational skills in order to
deter employment by
militant groups within
poor communities, and
streng-th--en relief opera-
tions and improve the
well-being of disaster vic-
tims in order to discour-
age employment within
disaster-affected commu-
nities.

Since the withdrawal
of US troops from Af-
ghanistan, the ISKP has
not faced the same pres-
sure from CT operations,
but it has still not seemed
very successful in expand-
ing its influence in South
Asia. The primary reason
for its inability is its con-
finement to Afghanistan,
the availability of a
smaller number of foreign
fighters to join ISKP, and
its lack of success in es-
tablishing an operational
hierarchy outside Afghani-
stan.

In Afghanistan, the
ISKP is trying to take ad-
vantage of the withdrawal
of US troops, weak gov-
ernance, isolated adminis-
tration, absence of an
organised CT apparatus,
use of technology, latest
propaganda techniques,
and the vacuum created
due to a fractured Al
Qaeda.

The question re-
mains: are the great pow-
ers intent on stopping it
in its tracks, or will the
threat be allowed to re-
turn?  -- Courtesy Dawn

Huma Yusuf
The world has been
watching as police storm
US university campuses
to arrest pro-Palestine
supporters. This is an un-
comfortable escalation of
mounting surveillance and
censorship at campuses
after months of a growing
crackdown: cancellations
of poetry readings and
talks, social media cam-
paigns against students
and faculty, dismissals of
university presidents,
suspension of pro-Pales-
tine student groups.

The mass arrests of
students and clearing of
encampments has ignited
calls for  another free
speech movement on US
campuses, akin to the one
in the 1950s against the
excesses of McCarthyism.
Calls to defend the right
of students to protest are
mounting globally, and re-
calling how such activism
in the past helped ensure
just outcomes ranging
from the Vietnam War to
South African apartheid.
But nothing is ever so
straightforward.

Free speech and pro-
democracy advocates
should worry about the
way in which this is play-
ing out. It is not a given
that a wider student move-
ment is brewing — the
summer break is imminent
and it is unclear whether
the students can sustain
the momentum.

The clampdown also
shows how easily peace-
ful protest can be re-con-
strued as disruption, hate
speech, and the threat of
violence (in a recent op-
ed, an anti-protest Colum-
bia University professor
framed persistent drum-
ming as a form of violence).
Where such precedent is
established, more
clampdowns will follow
— and not just on Ameri-
can campuses.
Authori tarians every-
where are taking lessons
from the US on how ef-
fectively to shut down

critical voices. Start small,
capture the narrative, dis-
tort and weaponise the
opposition’s words, then
send out law enforcement.
This is why the challenges
of students at elite US
university campuses are
relevant beyond the con-
text of Gaza.

The images of mass
student arrests are inspir-
ing romanticised paeans
to Gen Z, pointing out
that a generation that was
being written off as ill-in-
formed and apolitical is in
fact ready to fight for jus-
tice. Rather than indulge
in complacency, activists
everywhere should focus
on what is working, and
what is not.

One key success is
the local relevance of the
protests. Rather than
broadly campaign for an
Israeli ceasefire or the two-
state solution, students are
making specific demands
of their universities: to di-
vest from companies that
are providing weapons to
the Israeli army and those
that profit from the war.
They have also framed
their demands in the con-
text of increased transpar-
ency.

Protesters are also in-
formed about their First
Amendment rights and
the legality (or not) of
various protest tactics.
They are well networked
across the country, and
supported by legal rights
groups. Where protesters
have been targeted with
charges of antisemitism
and disruption, there is an
accompanying debate
about their interpretation
of the law.

While the protesters
were right to build on the
momentum of anti-fossil
fuel campaigning, which
has invited wider partici-
pation, there is some dan-
ger that these protests be-
come all-inclusive: in some
universities, there are also
demands to cut ties with
Israeli institutions or end
scientific research that
could support the manu-
facture of weapons that

Dr Naazir Mahmood
When Pakistan’s greatest
war for freedom of expres-
sion was raging in the dark
decade of General Ziaul
Haq in the late 1970s,
Ahfaz-ur-Rahman and
Nasir Zaidi were at the
forefront with their lead-
ers Minhaj Barna and
Nisar Usmani.

In April 2020, during
the early weeks of the
Covid-19 pandemic in Pa-
kistan, Ahfaz bhai lost his
battle against cancer. His
death was a huge loss to
Pakistan’s journalist com-
munity, and his colleagues,
friends and, of course, stu-
dents such as myself
mourned him with deep
sorrow.

Ahfaz’s family – wife
Mahnaz Rahman and chil-
dren Rameez and Tabinda
– launched an award in his
name, the Ahfaz Memorial
Award for lifetime achieve-
ment in journalism. This
year, Nasir Zaidi received
the award.

When the climate for
journalism darkens in the
country, we remember the
likes of Ahfaz-ur-Rahman.
He was an irrepressible
source of competence and
courage for us. Whenever
Ahfaz bhai realized that a
benign voice was not

enough to defend freedom
of expression in the coun-
try, he would take to the
streets with a loud and
powerful roar.

Ahfaz-ur-Rahman
began his career in the mid-
1960s when the first mili-
tary dictator General Ayub
Khan was at his peak, con-
trolling the mighty state
machinery. He allegedly
rigged the 1965 presiden-
tial elections against Fatima
Jinnah and was planning to
rule forever.

But there were demo-
crats and journalists who
could challenge him, and as
a young journalist, Ahfaz-
ur-Rahman was closely
observing the stalwarts of
journalism who could stand
up to challenge the dicta-
tor and his allies who had
imposed restrictions on
free expression.

Ayub’s seemingly in-
destructible regime was
crumbling, and China’s
Cultural Revolution was in
full swing when Ahfaz-ur-
Rahman moved to China to
work there as a journalist
and translator. His two-
year stint ended in 1969
when General Ayub’s re-
gime came tumbling down
only to vault another gen-
eral to power.

In the 1970s, Ahfaz-
ur-Rahman worked for

various newspapers and
magazines such as ‘Al-
Fatah’ and ‘Musawat’. By
the time General Zia
toppled ZA Bhutto’s
elected government and
dissolved parliament un-
constitutionally, Ahfaz-ur-
Rahman had already be-
come a dynamic follower
of Minhaj Barna and Nisar
Usmani and a leader of jour-
nalists in his own right.
Thus began the war against
General Zia’s arbitrary
censorship, leading to the
arrests of hundreds of jour-
nalists. Ahfaz-ur-Rahman
was imprisoned, and Nasir
Zaidi was one of the four
journalists sentenced to
public lashing.

Years later, Ahfaz-ur-
Rahman documented this
struggle in his invaluable
book ‘Sab se bari jang’
which is now also available
in English. His last major
battle for freedom of ex-
pression was against Gen-
eral Musharraf’s dictator-
ship in the first decade of
the 21st century. By the
time Ahfaz bhai closed his
eyes in 2020, he had
penned over a dozen
books, completed dozens
of translations, wrote hun-
dreds of features, and in-
spired millions of his read-
ers.

Ahfaz-ur-Rahman

was also an Urdu poet of
considerable reputation
with his poems concerning
a wide range of political
and social issues. He was
interested in history, inter-
national affairs, politics,
literature, and so many
other disciplines. His
heartfelt affiliation with
the victims of atrocities
around the world is re-
flected in his poems. Be it
Kashmir or Palestine, Viet-
nam or Cambodia and
Chile, he wrote about the
people who struggled for
democracy and freedom.
This is the reason the
Rahman family decided to
institute an award for free
speech that four journalists
have won so far: Amar
Jaleel, Asma Shirazi,
Hussain Naqi and Nasir
Zaidi.

Every year, at the
award ceremony, an emi-
nent scholar or journalist
delivers an Ahfaz memo-
rial lecture at the Art Coun-
cil auditorium in Karachi,
generously provided by
Ahmed Shah.

Dr Jaffer Ahmed de-
livered the first lecture in
2022. In 2023 the award
committee requested Amar
Sindhu and Mazhar Abbas
to deliver lectures. Last
year, the committee also
decided to honour some

outstanding mass commu-
nication students from
Federal Urdu University.
This year, the theme of the
ceremony was Palestine
and the partisanship of
Western media against Pal-
estinian victims of Israeli
rage.

Zarrar Khuhro who
has emerged as a powerful
voice of sane journalism in
Pakistan delivered this
year’s lecture on April 20,
2024. He highlighted the
duplicity of Western me-
dia while covering the on-
going war on an oppressed
people in the Middle East.
He termed the war a mis-
nomer as it is more of a
genocide than an ordinary
war between two standing
armies. “In fact, it is a war
on speech in which West-
ern media is blatantly
complicit.”

He debunked the per-
ception that Western me-
dia is superior to the me-
dia in developing countries
in any true sense of inde-
pendent reporting. “There
is no need to feel any infe-
riority complex in front of
Western media.” Instead of
being objective and impar-
tial or neutral, Western
media has crossed all lim-
its in hiding facts.

They use expressions
giving a milder touch to

could be used to perpe-
trate genocide. At Colum-
bia University, protesters
have also made demands
about low-income housing
in the nearby Harlem
neighbourhood and called
for the university to re-
view its relationship with
the New York Police De-
partment. While this di-
versity of demands will
sustain a culture of cam-
pus activism, it risks dilu-
tion of the present cause.

The extent to which
students are informed
also varies greatly. The
history of certain slogans
and images being used, for
example, is poorly under-
stood, and so has resulted
in protesters being ac-
cused of antisemitism. In
a university setting, pro-
test should not just be
about opposition,  but
also education. The grow-
ing toxicity of anti-pro-
test stances means there
are dwindling opportuni-
ties for learning and dia-
logue.

Over recent days, my
social media feeds increas-
ingly feature young voices
from Pakistan wondering
whether they should
launch pro-Palestine pro-
tests and not just leave
such activism to the
‘goras’. This is the wrong
approach.  Activism
works when it is rooted in
a local context and driven
by specific demands. Pa-
kistan has a powerful his-
tory of student activism,
from the protests against
Ayub Khan’s dictatorship
to the more recent Student
Solidarity Movement de-
manding student unions
and an end to student ha-
rassment.

The recent bill sup-
porting students’ unions
and Quaid-i-Azam
University’s decision to
allow such groups means
Pakistan too is at the cusp
of a revival of student ac-
tivism. Let campus pro-
test movements thrive, but
let them do so in the spirit
of justice, knowledge and
positive change.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

atrocities that are more bar-
baric than any other war in
recent history. In a way,
they are complicit in the
genocide that they refuse
to acknowledge. Zarrar ex-
posed the role Western
media has been playing in
opinion formation that
favours Israel and pro-
vokes people against Pal-
estinians. “Israel kept
achieving its goals thanks
to highly favourable West-
ern media that gave a mon-
strous look to Palestinians
and presented Israeli
forces as waging a just
war.” Western media does
not treat Palestinian vic-
tims as human beings, por-
traying them as animals
that deserve instant death.

He reminded the au-
dience of multiple inci-
dents in which some top-
ranking newspapers dehu-
manized Palestinians de-
picting them as animals or
rodents. While thousands
of Palestinians become tar-
gets of Israeli genocide,
most of Western media has
not displayed any serious
sympathy for starving
mothers and dying chil-
dren. “Many Western an-
chors start questioning a
Palestinian guest by ask-
ing if they condemn
Hamas.”  -- Courtesy
TheNews
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NAROWAL: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives Prof. Ahsan Iqbal visiting the projects exhibited by the students in
“Science Mela 2024” at UET Sub-Campus Narowal.

LARKANA: Minister for Universities and Board Department Sindh,
Muhammad Ali Malkani presides over the high-level meeting with the
officials of Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education Larkana (BISE)
held at BISE office in Larkana. KARACHI: Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami Hafiz Naeem-

ur-Rehman addresses to meet the Press
Programme at Karachi Press Club.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Health Khawaja Salman Rafique addressing
the participants of PMA MedCon & Health Expo-2024 at local hotel.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur
Rehman offering Fateha during his visit to
residence of MNA Saira Afzal Tarar and extended
condolences to her on the death of her father.

LAHORE: Chief Traffic Officer Amara Athar hold
a banner along with students during Traffic
Awareness walk (Use Helmet) at Faisal Chowk in
the Provincial Capital.

FAISALABAD: A lady health worker
administering polio drops to a child during 7-days
anti polio campaign in the city.

Ahsan Iqbal highlights
role of engineering in

developed world

CM inaugurates daycare
center at Children’s

Hospital Lahore

Sindh govt launches Bhook
Mitao, Benazir women

agriculture support programs
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah presiding
over the first meeting of the
Sindh Social Protection
Board approved the
feasibility studies of the
Food Security - Bhook
Mitao program and the
Benazir Women
Agriculture Workers
Support program.

These programs are
aimed at benefitting the
marginalized population
and will be launched once
the feasibility studies are
successfully conducted.

The meeting was
attended by the board
members, including
Minister Health Dr Azra
Fazal Pechuho, Minister
Education Syed Sardar
Shah, Minister Labour
Shahid Thahim, PSCM
Agha Wasif, Chairman
P&D Najam Shah,
Secretary Finance Fayaz
Jatoi, Secretary Social
Protection Rafiq Mustafa,
Haris Gazdar, CEO Social
Protection Unit Samiullah
Shaikh, Sono Khanghrani,
Prof Amar Sindhu, Ms
Shabnam Baloch, Asama

Bloch and others.
Secretary Social

Protection dept Rafiq
Mustafa and CEO of the
Social Protection Unit
Samiullah Shaikh briefed
the board member about
the two programmes:
Bhook Mitao program and
the Benazir Women
Agriculture Workers
Support program.

The book “Mitao
Food Security” is aimed at
establishing a combination
of instruments and
scientific methods for
studying food security. It
aims to identify vulnerable
groups and propose
feasible designs and
implementations for
addressing food security
issues and minimizing
vulnerability to hunger in
marginalized populations.

During the meeting,
the board members
discussed the program and
approved the feasibility
study on the “Bhook
Mitao” program. They
have allocated a budget of
Rs30 million for the
feasibility study and other
allied works.

CM KP felicitates
newly elected local

bodies representatives

NAROWAL (APP):
Federal Minister for
Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal said that
behind the development of
the modern world is the
hard work of engineers and
the solution of most of the
problems of all sectors of
life, including health, food,
and industry is related to
the field of engineering.

He expressed the
views at the ongoing
“Science Mela 2024” at
University of Engineering
and Technology (UET)
Narowal Campus.
Students of different
departments of the
university presented their
final year projects for
exhibition at the Innovation
Center of the University of
Engineering and
Technology sub-campus

Narowal. The projects
related to electrical,
mechanical, civil, bio-
medical engineering and
computer engineering.
Students of various
universities including
Agriculture University
Faisalabad, UMT Sialkot
Campus, ITU University
of Narowal, Veterinary
University Narowal
Campus participated in the
science fair.

Later,  Ahsan Iqbal
handed over new buses
provided to the University
of Engineering and
Technology Narowal
Campus to the
administration and also
planted a sapling in the
university. He also
participated in the prize
distribution ceremony in
the seminar hall of UET
Narowal Campus.

Speaking on this
occasion, he said that UET
Narowal Campus was his
dream for which he had
worked hard to achieve.
“Behind the development
of the modern world is the
hard work of engineers.
The solution of most of the
problems of all sectors of
life, including health, food,
and industry is related to
the field of engineering.
Today we are living in the
era of technology, today’s
era is the era of artificial
intelligence,” he added.

He said, “If you want
to establish your place in
the world of education and
research, you need to go
through the process of
continuous learning. We
have established
departments like National
Center for Satellite
Technology.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has said the
Punjab government is
committed to provide
quality healthcare services
to people.

Inaugurating a Kids’
Day Care Center at
Children’s Hospital Lahore
on Monday, the CM
directed the relevant
authorities to build a new
ICU unit in Children’s
Hospital, and directed to
ensure timely release of
funds for its early
completion.

The chief minister
said that every penny was
a trust of the nation, it
would be spent
transparently on the
improvement of healthcare
facilities. “We want to

build the best hospital for
people in every district”
she vowed.

The CM said
shortage of doctors in
remote area hospitals
would be catered too. She
also reviewed a proposal to
build Children’s Hospital
at the Divisional
Headquarters and link
them with the Children’s
Hospital Lahore. She
directed the provincial
ministers to visit the
hospital on daily basis.

Maryam Nawaz
Sharif also witnessed
signing of an MoU between
Islamic Aid UK and
University of Child Health
Sciences for the
establishment of a college
block.

Provincial Health

Minister Khawaja Salman
Rafique, VC Dr Masood
Sadiq and Chairman
Islamic Aid Mahmoodul
Hasan signed the MoU.
The CM thanked Islamic
Aid for their cooperation
and support.

Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif also
visited the day care center
and reviewed facilities
available there. She loved
the children and offered
them flowers. She directed
the day care center staff to
take good care of the
children.

Earlier, the CM was
briefed that the education
and research facilities
related to children’s health
will be provided to medical
students in the new college
block.

Home Minister inaugurates
‘Day Care Center’ for

children of policewomen
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Home Minister Ziaul
Hassan Lanjar on Monday
inaugurated a Day Care
Center for the children of
policewomen established
at the Saudababad Police
Headquarters Malir.

DIG East, SSP East,
Korangi, Malir and other
senior officers were also
present.

The Home Minister
was briefed by SP
Jameshed Quarters Aleena
Rajpar about the
establishment and
objectives of the Day Care
Center.

The Minister termed
the establishment of the
Day Care Center as an
extremely commendable

initiative by the Sindh
Police.

He said that the
women associated with
police department can leave
their children at the Day
Care Center and perform
their duties with full focus
and dedication, free from
any worry or concern.

He suggested the
establishment of similar
centers in Karachi for the
care and supervision of the
children of women officers.

He further said that
arrangements would also
be made for the care of the
children of ordinary
women affected by
domestic violence and
disputes at the Day Care
Center.

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur on
Monday congratulated the
newly elected six local
bodies representatives in
byelections.

Chief Minister in a
statement said that in
unofficial and inconclusive
results, PTI-backed
candidates have won five
out of six seats of Tehsil
Chairman which is a
manifestation of the trust
of the people of the
province on his party.

“I thank the people of
these constituencies for
showing full confidence in
the supporting PTI-backed
candidates “, said Chief
Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur.

“I also congratulate

the party leadership and
workers for the excellent
success of the candidates
supported by the party in
the by-elections”,

The chief minister
said that in these elections,
the nation has given a huge
mandate to his party across
the country.

He said party’s
founder can be put in jail
but cannot be removed
from the hearts of the
people, said Ali Amin.

He further said that
the public mandate should
be recognized in the better
interest of the country and
nation.

Ali Amin said that
they will continue all
political, constitutional and
legal struggle to achieve
their right to provide relief
to people of the province.

Mayor says:

60 buses to be shifted on
diesel under PPP-mode to
provide travel facilities

KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab has said that 60
buses of Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation
will be shifted on diesel
under public-private
partnership (PPP-mode) to
provide travel facilities to
the citizens.

These buses were
available with us and it was
only a matter of intentions,
due to CNG crisis, one of
th e  b uses  has  been
shifted on diesel as a test
case in Lahore and now
after the change of fuel
system and the bus has
been brought to Karachi,
he told this to media here
on Monday.

He said that covering

a distance of 1200
kilometers, bus fares and
routes have not been
decided yet, details will be
informed about soon. A
public-private partnership
mechanism should be made
to bring these buses on the
roads.

Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab
said that the Sindh
government is already in
the process of improving
the transport facilities for
the citizens of Karachi.
Red and Pink buses have
arrived in the city, now the
KMC has decided to make
the available buses
functional while fulfilling
its responsibilities in this
regard.

MHBA delegation
calls on CJ Punjab

Provincial Outbreak Committee
to provide immediate response

during any outbreak
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: The first
meeting of the Provincial
Outbreak Committee,
chaired by Minister of
Health Syed Qasim Ali
Shah, was held on Monday
at Health Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
Health Mahmood Aslam
Wazir, Commissioner
Peshawar Riaz Khan
Mahsood, Special
Secretary Polio Program

Abdul Basit, along with
Additional DG
Administration Dr. Siraj,
Director EPI Dr. Arif,
Director Public Health Dr.
Irshad Roghani, Director
IMU Dr Ijaz and all other
relevant quarters in person.
All DHOs and MSs
attended the meeting
online. It was reported to
the minister that district
outbreak committees have
been formed in all districts
of the province. Initial
meetings have been

conducted in the relevant
districts to activate these
committees. The minister
stated that the purpose of
the Provincial Outbreak
Committee is to provide an
immediate response during
any outbreak. He further
explained that this
initiative will improve the
provision of routine health
services, and the
performance of health
department officials will be
presented to this
committee.

Marriyum says:

EPD seals 170brick
kilns, registers 169

FIRs in 15 days
LAHORE (APP):
Environmental Protection
Department (EPD) has
sealed 170 brick kilns,
besides registering 169
FIRs during a province-
wide campaign against the
scourge of pollution during
last 15 days.

Senior Provincial
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb disclosed this in
a statement issued on
Monday. While giving
details, the senior minister
reported that during this

period, the department
inspected a total of 4488
brick kilns in various
districts, and 170 kilns
were sealed for violations
of environmental laws, 705
brick kilns were issued
notices and fines totaling
Rs.20.1 million were
imposed on the owners of
brick kilns found guilty of
environmental law
violations. Similarly, police
were also approached for
the registration of FIRs
against 169 kiln.

Najmi Alam says:
Officers to be

transferred if fail
to achieve target

MULTAN (APP): A
delegation of Multan
Highcourt Bar Association
(MHBA) called on Chief
Justice (CJ) Lahore High
Court, Mr. Justice Malik
Shehzad Ahmad, said
statement issued here
Monday.

The delegation led by
the president, Sajjad
Haider Maitla comprised
of the general secretary,
Anees Mehdi and senior
advocate, Masroor Haider
Usman.

The delegation
requested the CJ to visit
Multan bar at the earliest.
They informed the top
Highcourt judge about
problems the bar was
facing in particular with
scant facilities within its

respective cordial
atmosphere. There’re
problems pertaining to
district and tehsil bar
associations also brought in
notice of CJ, added the
statement.

The delegation hailed
CJ for the multiple steps
were taken to facilitate
lawyers and complainants
visiting the courts to get the
justice. However, the
delegation requested
further the authority to
step up measures to build
visitors’ confidence in the
courts.

Sajjad Haider Maitla
asked the CJ to increase
ju dges’  s t rength  in
Multan bench through
securing appointments
from Multan bar.

KARACHI (APP):
Advisor to Sindh CM on
Livestock, Fisheries,
Human Settlement, Special
Development and Social
Housing Syed Najmi Alam
on Monday chaired a
meeting.

All the directors and
other officials including the
DG Kuchiabadi
Muhammad Nadeem
participated the meeting.

Secretary Kuchiabadi
gave a briefing to Advisor
about the performance of
the department.  Najmi
Alam directed the officers
and said that the

performance of all officers
should be monitored to
improve the collection
system.

DG Kuchiabadi
briefed that annual target of
collection is Rs 26 crores,
out of which even 50% has
not been collected yet,
only 11 crores have been
collected. On which advisor
took strict action and gave
a deadline of 15 May and
said that any officer
appointed after the fixed
deadline failed to complete
the target,  he should
consider himself
transfered.

Balighur Rehman
condoles with
Saira Afzal

LAHORE (APP):
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman on Monday
visited the residence of
Member National
Assembly (MNA) Saira
Afzal Tarar at her ancestral
village and extended
condolences to her on the
death of her father, Senior
Politician Afzal Hussain
Tarar.

Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman offered Fatiha and
prayed to Allah Almighty
to grant the highest ranks
in Jannah to the departed
soul.

He also prayed to give
courage and sustenance to
the bereaved family to bear
this irreparable loss with
equanimity.

The Governor Punjab
said the services of Azfal
Tarar (late) for the country
and the party will always
be remembered.

Three Sindh
Ministers

visit ancestral
Bhutto family

graveyard
LARKANA (APP):Three
Provincial Ministers,
Muhammad Ali Malkani,
Dost Muhammad
Rahmoon and Tariq Ali
Talpur  visited ancestral
Bhutto family graveyard in
Garhi Khudabakhsh
Bhutto here on Monday.

They paid tributes to
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, Shaheed Ms.
Benazir Bhutto, Shaheed
Mir Murtaza Bhutto.

Shah Nawaz Bhutto
attended the shrines of
Begum Nusrat Bhutto and
recited Fateha and laid
flowers wreath.

Speaking to the media
persons, Provincial
Minister Muhammad Ali
Malkani said that we had
come here to visit the
martyrs’ shrines.

He said that
maintaining law and order
was the priority of the
Sindh government.

In response to a
question, he said that a JIT
had been formed for the
recovery of Priya Kumari,
which was doing its job.

5 killed, 2
injured in
different
incidents

FAISALABAD (APP):
Five people including a
minor girl were killed while
two others sustained
multiple injuries in
different incidents in
Faisalabad during last 12
hours.Police spokesman
said here on Monday that
Maqsood Anjum resident
of Siddique Nagar was shot
dead by his rivals Sajid alias
Lalo, etc. to avenge an old
enmity in Mithaiwala
Chowk whereas accused
Waqas alias Kashi shot
dead Muhammad Rafiq
resident of Chak 165-GB
over a plot dispute.

In other incident, a
farmer Iqbal alias Bali (40)
resident of Chak 85/R-B
Manpur was chopped to
death by a wheat .

3rd polio drive
of 2024 starts

LAHORE (APP): A week-
long anti-polio drive has
started in the provincial
capital on Monday.

Over 2.2 million
children under five year of
age will be vaccinated
against polio during the
third drive of current year
from April 29 to 5 May.

Lahore Deputy
Commissioner Rafia
Haider chaired the planning
review meeting of the drive
in which Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Muhammad
Shojain Vistro presented
detailed briefing on the
ongoing polio eradication
drive. He briefed that in the
polio campaign, 274
UCMOs, 1175 area in
charges, 5820 mobile
teams, and 371 fixed teams
will perform duties.

Police claim to
arrest accused
involved in blind

murder case
MULTAN (APP): Police
claimed to have solved a
blind murder case of a
youngster who was killed
by unknown outlaws about
six months ago in premises
of Mumtazabad police
station on Monday.

Holding a press
conference here, the City
Police Officer (CPO) Sadiq
Ali Dogar said that police
recovered floating body of
28-year old.

Police committed to
continue best services

for masses: RPO
MULTAN (APP):
Regional Police Officer
(RPO) Capt (retd)
Muhammad Sohail
Chaudhry on Monday said
that the police would
continue best services for
the masses and more
improvement was being
made in service delivery for
public facilitation.

In  a  ceremony of
awarding cash  pr izes
an d  co mmen d a to ry
cer t i f icates  to  t raffic
p o l i ce  o f fi c i a l s  o ver

impressive performance
here, the regional police
o ff i ce r  sa id  t h a t  t h e
b as i c  pu rpo se of  th e
police department was
to serve the people and
to  p r o t ec t  l i ve s  an d
properties of the masses
adding that all possible
efforts were being made for
this purpose.

He said that the
department was striving
hard to ensure maximum
relief to masses through
improving service delivery.
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RIYADH: Saudi Minister for Commerce H.E. Majid Al Kasabi calls on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

LAHORE: FPCCI Regional Chairman and Vice President Zaki Aijaz presenting shield to Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Iran, Muhammad Mudassir Tipu during his visit to FPCCI office.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of UAE to Pakistan H.E. Hamad Obaid Ibrahim
Salem Al-Zaabi called on Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

KARACHI: Scrap dealers protesting for their demands outside Karachi
Press Club in the Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, Ambassador
of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan calls on
the Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Mr.
Ahad Khan Cheema.

HUB: Farmers are busy in their works to earn their
livelihood for support their families, at a wheat field
during a hot day of summer season, in Hub.

Mudassir Tipu says:
Trade bodies of Pakistan,

Iran should further strengthen
bilateral trade relations

Independent Report
LAHORE: Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Iran,
Muhammad Mudassir
Tipu discussed with
business community the
challenges and
opportunities for
enhancing bilateral trade
between Pakistan and Iran
during his visit to the
FPCCI (Federation
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry)
Regional Office here
Monday. Tipu said the
trade bodies of Pakistan
and Iran should further
strengthen bilateral trade
relations. “We are working
on institutionalizing barter
trade with both countries.
Iran is trading with other
neighboring countries;
trade with Pakistan is also
possible, for which we
have to make positive
efforts. Iran’s big investors
also want to invest in
Pakistan.” During the
interactive session with the
business community, the
envoy also shared the
highlights of Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi’s
recent visit to Pakistan and
enlightened the Pakistani

business community on
new trade opportunities.
He emphasized that this
visit signifies the strong
bonds between the two
nations and the alignment
of their authorities in
various aspects.

On this occasion,
FPCCI Regional Chairman
and Vice President Zaki
Aijaz said that Pakistan and
Iran have great scope for
promoting bilateral trade.
Regional trade is of great
importance, and it needs
increased time.

He said that despite
Pakistan and Iran’s strong
ties of friendship and
brotherhood, bilateral trade
is not up to the potential.
The business community
is facing transportation,
tariff and non-tariff bearers,
banking channels, and
currency problems, he
mentioned. Zaki Ijaz said
that the purpose of the
meeting of the Pakistani
business community with
Pakistan’s ambassador to
Iran was to promote
bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Iran and pave
the way for new
opportunities.

Pak-Saudi economic ties
enter a new era with trade
boosting steps ahead: PM

RIYADH (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday said that the
economic ties between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
had entered a new era as
both countries were set to
take concrete measures to
boost the volume of
bilateral trade.

The prime minister,
in a meeting with Saudi
Minister of Commerce Dr.
Majid bin Abdullah Al-
Qasabi on the sidelines of
the Special Meeting of
World Economic Forum
here, said the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) was
playing an active role in
promoting and facilitating

the foreign investment in
the country.

The Saudi minister
told the prime minister that
on the directives of Saudi
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed bin
Salman, the Kingdom
was priori tising trade
an d  investmen t  in
Pakistan.

A delegation of Saudi
businessmen, traders and
investors would soon visit
Pakistan, he added.

The Saudi minister
said that the targets were
being set to take the
bilateral ties to a new
height within one or one-
and-half years.

Prime Minister

Shehbaz said that the
Pakistani nationals had
played a significant role in
the progress and
prosperity of Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Minister Al-
Qasabi stressed the need to
further promote the
sentiments about the Pak-
Saudi ties among the youth
and new generation.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal Khan, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Attaullah Tarar, Petroleum
Minister Dr Musaddik
Malik and Special
Assistant to PM Tariq
Fatemi also attended the
meeting.

Digital transformation

Civil society, private sector
& academia’s collaboration
with govt vital: Shaza Fatima
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of State for
Information Technology
and Telecommunication,
Shaza Fatima on Monday
said that collaborations
among the government,
civil society, private sector
and educational institution
is vital for achieving digital
transformation in the
country.

She expressed these
views in her special
remarks at the Country
Digital Ecosystem
Diagnostic Report:
Validation Workshop
dialogue hosted by the
Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI)
and the Asian
Development Bank
(ADB) to facilitate
knowledge exchange among
key stakeholders, driving

sustainable development in
Pakistan’s digital
landscape.

The Country Digital
Ecosystem Diagnostic
Report: Validation
Workshop is a crucial
milestone in the ongoing
efforts to assess and
enhance Pakistan’s digital
landscape. The diagnostic
report provides key
insights into Pakistan’s
digital ecosystem,
identifying strengths,
w e a k n e s s e s ,
opportunities, and threats
across different pillars.

Shaza Fatima
emphasized the importance
of diagnostic reports and
research surveys for the
government in creating
well-informed policies,
strategies, and their
implementation.

She stressed that
short-term, medium-term,
and long-term plans must
be based on available data
to ensure effective
decision-making in the
digital transformation
journey.

She acknowledged
the challenges and
opportunities Pakistan
faces in this
transformation. She also
emphasized Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
vision of national and
digital transformation
across economic,
governance, and societal
verticals. Khawaja also
stressed the need for
private sector leadership in
this transformation, with
the government facilitating
through policies and
regulations.

Continuing tight
monetary stance SBP

maintains policy rate at 22%

Cheema for tapping
Pakistan, Kazakhstan

trade potential

Efforts afoot to uplift
livestock sector by

improving vaccination

Jazz closes Rs. 15b
Sukuk to advance its

4G for all digital agenda

Punjab govt in touch
with real representatives
of farmers: Azma Bukhari

BankIslami achieves
remarkable financial

results of Rs 6.3billion

CDNS attains Rs 1375b
targets in fresh bond

Rupee sheds
01 pasia against

US dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Monday lost 01 paisa
against the US dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 278.39 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 278.38.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 277.25 and Rs
279.85 respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 49 paisa and
closed at Rs 298.38 against
the last-day closing of Rs
298.87, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged at
Rs1.78, whereas an
increase of 31 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which was traded at
Rs348.79 compared to the
last closing of Rs348.48.

The Emirates Dirham
and the Saudi Riyal
witnessed no change and
closed at Rs75.79 and
Rs74.22 respectively.

International
workshop on
“Gemstones”
held at UET

PESHAWAR (APP): A
One-day international
workshop on “Gemstone
identification, certification,
and cutting according to
international market” was
organized by Gem and
Jewellery Centre of
Excellence (GJoC), UET
Peshawar here on Monday
in collaboration with the
National Productivity
Organization, and the All
Pakistan Commercial
Exporters Association
(APCEA).

The aim of the
workshop was to provide
a platform to impart
knowledge about
Gemstone Identification,
Certification, and Cutting
according to the
International Market.

The chief guest of the
workshop was Prof. Dr.
Qaisar Ali,  Vice
Chancellor, UET
Peshawar, while the
keynote speakers were Mr.
Thanong Leelawatanasuk,
Deputy Director
(Technical) Gem and
Jewelry Institute of
Thailand (GIT), Dr. Surin
Intayot, Assistant
Professor GIT, and Ms.
Supparat Promwongnan,
Gemmologist.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
report at the port where
three ships namely, MSC
Beira IV, Gold Trader and
Milaha Qatar carrying
Container, Chemicals and
LNG, berthed at Container
Terminal, Engro Terminal
and Gasport Terminal
respectivelyon Sunday.

Meanwhile three
more ships, MSC Antigua,
Majestic Noor and FSM
scheduled to load/offload
Container, Rice and LPG
also arrived at  outer-
anchorage of the Port
Qasim during last  24
hours.

A total of eight ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them an edible
oil carrier ‘Thanasis’ left
the Port on today morning.

Meanwhile two more
ships, MSC beira-IV and
Libertangoare expected to
sail on today.

Gold rates
decrease
by Rs 500
per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by Rs
500 and was sold at Rs
243,900 on Monday
compared to its sale at Rs
244,400 on last trading
day. The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs 429 to Rs
209,105 from Rs 209,534
whereas the prices of 10
gram 22 karat gold went
down to Rs 191,680 from
Rs 192,072.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Information Minister
Azma Bukhari said on
Monday that the Punjab
government was in touch
with the real
representatives of farmers.

In a statement issued
here, she said that no
representative of farmers
or their organizations had
been arrested across the
province. She said, “The
Punjab government is

protecting the interests of
farmers and will do the
same in future as well.”

The minister said
there were three to four
organizations of farmers in
the country, adding that
some elements in the
disguise of farmers just
wanted  to achieve their
political interests. Azma
said that there were some
seasonal farmers, who had
actually contested.

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan,
Monday, persistently kept
policy rate unchanged at 22
percent while stressing on
continuation of the current
monetary policy stance to
bring inflation down to the
target range.

The central bank, in a
statement issued here
following the meeting of
the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), noted
that the macroeconomic
stabilization measures
though contributing to
considerable improvement
in both inflation and
external position amid
moderate economic
recovery, level of inflation
was still high despite of
descending trends.

The committee
reviewed Inflation outlook
and found it in line with
the MPC’s expectations as
inflation has continued to
moderate noticeably in H2-
FY24. Headline inflation in
March declined to 20.7%
from 23.1% in February
while core inflation fell
significantly to 15.7%

from 18.1% in February.
Besides the

coordinated tight monetary
and fiscal policy response,
other factors that have led
to this favorable outcome
include lower global
commodity prices,
improved food supplies
and high base effect.

The Committee
viewed that inflation would
continue to remain on
downward trajectory,
however, the inflation
outlook was susceptible to
risks emanating from the
recent global oil price
volatility along with
bottoming out of other
commodity prices;
potential inflationary
impact of resolution of
circular debt in the energy
sector; and tax rate-driven
fiscal consolidation going
forward.  Cognizant of
these risks, the Committee
assessed that it is prudent
to continue with the
current monetary policy
stance at this stage, with
significant positive real
interest rates to bring
inflation down to the target.

KARACHI (APP):
Maintaining its growth
momentum, BankIslami
delivered an impressive
return for its shareholders,
with a remarkable 99%
surge in its profit before tax
for the first quarter of
2024.

The Bank’s profit
before tax reached Rs. 6.3
billion, with a post-tax
profit of Rs. 3.2 billion,
representing a growth of
79.2%. Despite adverse
market conditions, the
Bank remains committed to
financial excellence.

Prominently, it
demonstrated magnificent
cost efficiency, as
evidenced by the reduced
cost-to-income ratio of
43.1% during the period,
compared to 47.9% in the
same period last year.

B a n k I s l a m i

strategically expanded its
investment portfolio and
grew its financing portfolio
despite navigating through
ongoing economic
uncertainty.

Consequently, the
investment portfolio
reached Rs. 332.2 billion,
while the financing
portfolio was at Rs. 253.6
billion showing an
improvement in infection
ratio to 8.2% from 9.0% in
December 2023. The
infection ratio of Islamic
portfolios (i.e. excluding
conventional portfolios
inherited from combined
entities) also improved
from 6.9% in December
2023 to 6.3% in March
2024. In first quarter of
2024, in spite of a 4.9%
decrease in the deposit
book compared to
December 2023.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has achieved a target of Rs
1375 billion in fresh bonds
and achieved 80 percent of
annual target in the current
fiscal year, from July 1 to
April 25.

The National Savings
has set an annual target of
Rs 1742 billion for the year
2023-24, in which it is
encouraging that 80
percent of the target has
been achieved, and it is
hoped that National
Savings will surpass its
annual target this FY 2023-
24, the senior official of
CDNS told APP here on
Monday.

The CDNS surpassed
the annual target and
achieved the target of Rs
1.6 trillion in fresh bonds
in the current fiscal year,
he said.He said this was an
Rs 200 billion additional

annual target than the
target of Rs 1300 billion for
the previous financial year
2021-22.

“The CDNS has set a
reviewed saving target of
Rs 1.4 trillion for the
current financial year
(2021-22) which will
promote savings culture in
the country,” he said.

Given the current
market trend in the
country, the ambitious
target had been set to
improve the savings culture
further, he added.

The official said that
work was being done on
institutional reforms in
CDNS and new reforms
and innovations were being
introduced.

“At this time
Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) has also been
introduced in CDNS which
will provide enough
facilities to the users.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs Ahad
Khan Cheema on Monday
highlighted the steady
increase in bilateral trade
volume between Pakistan
and Kazakhstan,
underscoring the need for
further measures to fully
tap the existing trade
potential between two
nations.

He was talking to
Ambassador of the
Republic of Kazakhstan to
Pakistan, Yerzhan Kistafin,
who paid a courtesy call on
him, according to an
Economic Affairs Division
(EAD) news release.

The minister
emphasized the
longstanding bonds of
brotherhood, cultural
affinity and mutual respect
shared between the two
countries since the
establishment of bilateral
relations in February 1992.

He stressed the
importance of reciprocal
visits by businessmen and

investors to boost bilateral
trade and investment
opportunities.

Minister Cheema He
acknowledged the
successful hosting of the
12th Session of Pakistan-
Kazakhstan Joint
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Commission (JIC), saying
it would further fortify
shared vision of growth
and prosperity.

Appreciating the
signing of memorandums of
understanding on tourism
and culture during the 12th

Session of JIC, he stated
that the people of Pakistan
had a deep-rooted
appreciation for the rich
and diverse culture of
Kazakhstan.

“We have seen a
significant increase in the
interest from Pakistani
tourists to Kazakhstan in
recent years. This surge in
tourism reflects the
genuine interest and
fascination that our
citizens have for Kazakh
culture, heritage.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for National Food
Security and Research,
Rana Tanveer Hussain on
Monday reiterated the firm
resolve of the government
to uplift livestock sector
by strengthening
vaccination system for
eliminating different
diseases of the animals
from the country.

He said that the
government was also take
appropriate measures and
provide technical supports
to livestock farmers for the
uplift and development of
the local livestock sector
to achieve sustainable
agricultural growth by
enhancing farm
productivity. Addressing a
workshop held here to
control and eradicate PPR,
the minister said that the
government has launched a
national program to

eradicate this disease with
the support of provincial
governments, adding that
provided free vaccination
of sheep and goats under
this program.

He said that due to
the integrated strategy of
the national and provincial
governments, the rate of
PPR disease has decreased
significantly, adding that
the federal government has
provided 31.35 million
doses of PPR vaccines to
the provinces during the
year from 2022-24.

The Veterinary
Research Institute Lahore
had manufactures about 20
million doses of vaccines
annually for the Punjab
province, he said adding
vaccination teams of
provincial livestock
department are engaged in
v i l l a g e - t o - v i l l a g e
vaccination campaign.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s leading digital
operator, Jazz, announces
the successful closure of
its Rs 15 billion Sukuk,
marking the first ever and
largest short term
unsecured Sukuk by a
telecom operator in
Pakistan.

This will pave way to
an entirely new funding
avenue for Jazz to fund its
4G for all digital ambitions
said a news release.

With a 30-year track
record in Pakistan and
investments exceeding
USD 10.6 billion, Jazz
represents one of the
country’s largest investors,

leading the cellular
industry with a 45%
revenue market share,
while serving over 71.5
million subscribers.

With the successful
closure of this initiative,
Jazz management
expresses gratitude to its
valued investors for their
confidence in the digital
operator and its capacity
to generate value for
investors, customers, and
society at large.

This Sukuk issue will
also contribute to the
increased utilization of
Shariah-compliant financial
instruments in Pakistan’s
capital markets.
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Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg arrive for a press conference, amid Russia’s attack on
Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine.

The Chang’e 6 lunar probe and the Long March-5 Y8 carrier rocket combi-
nation sit atop the launch pad at the Wenchang Space Launch Site in Hainan
province, China.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends the U.S.-Arab Quint Meeting with representatives from
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and the Palestinian Authority, at the Four
Seasons Hotel in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

Israel concerned over
possible ICC arrest

warrants related to Gaza war

NATO chief, on unannounced
Kyiv visit, says arms flows to

Ukraine will increase

Scotland’s
Humza Yousaf

resigns as
country’s leader

Monitoring Desk
EDINBURGH: Scottish
First  Minister  Humza
Yo u saf  r e s ig n ed  o n
Monday, further open-
ing the door to the UK
o p p o s i t i o n  Lab o u r
Party to regain ground
in i ts  former Scottish
heartlands in a national
election expected later
this year.

The 39-year-old poli-
tician said he would also
stand down as leader of the
Scottish National Party
(SNP) but would stay on
until his successor was
found.

Yousaf quit as head of
the SNP after a week of
chaos triggered by his
scrapping of a coalition
agreement with Scotland’s
Greens.

He then failed to se-
cure enough support to sur-
vive votes of no confidence
against him expected later
this week.

World Central
Kitchen to

resume Gaza aid
Monitoring Desk

NICOSIA: World Central
Kitchen (WCK) said it
would resume operations in
the Gaza Strip on Monday,
a month after seven work-
ers of the US-based charity
were killed in an Israeli air
strike.

Prior to halting opera-
tions, WCK had distributed
more than 43 million meals
in Gaza since October, by
its own accounts.

The charity said it had
276 trucks with the equiva-
lent of almost eight million
meals ready to enter through
the Rafah Crossing and will
also send trucks into Gaza
from Jordan. “The humani-
tarian situation in Gaza re-
mains dire,” said the
charity’s chief executive of-
ficer Erin Gore. “We are re-
starting our operation with
the same energy, dignity,
and focus on feeding as
many people as possible.”
The April 1 deaths triggered
widespread condemnation
and demands from Israel’s
allies, including the US, for
an explanation.

India is not an autocracy,
insists PM Modi

Israel kills at least 30 Palestinians
in Rafah, new Gaza ceasefire

talks expected in Cairo

At least 40 people die in western
Kenya after a dam collapses

following heavy rains

US, Britain urge Hamas to
accept Israeli truce proposal

Blinken says Israel must still do more to boost humanitarian aid to Gaza

Indian lawmaker
allied with Modi’s
BJP faces sexual
harassment probe

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India’s south-
ern state of Karnataka will
investigate a lawmaker
whose party is a key ally of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), on suspicion of
sexual harassment, the state’s
chief minister has said.

The scion of a promi-
nent political family, the
lawmaker, Prajwal
Revanna, 33, is the grand-
son of former prime minis-
ter HD Deve Gowda, the
nephew of a former chief
minister of the state and the
son of another former
Karnataka minister.

The accusations sur-
faced last week as half of
the state voted in India’s
seven-phase general elec-
tions, in which Revanna
was seeking a second term
for his Janata Dal (Secular)
party. “The government
has decided to form a spe-
cial investigation team in
connection with Prajwal
Revanna’s obscene video
case,” Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah,
whose Congress party is a
BJP rival.

China set to launch
high-stakes mission

to moon’s ‘hidden’ side

Ireland looking to
send asylum seekers

back to UK

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
on Monday urged Hamas
to swiftly accept an Israeli
proposal for a truce in the
Gaza war and the release
of Israeli hostages held by
the Palestinian militant
group.

Hamas negotiators
were expected to meet
Qatari and Egyptian media-
tors in Cairo on Monday
to deliver a response to the
phased truce proposal
which Israel presented at
the weekend. “Hamas has
before it a proposal that is
extraordinarily, extraordi-
narily generous on the part
of Israel,” Blinken said at a

meeting of the World Eco-
nomic Forum in the Saudi
capital Riyadh.

 “The only thing
standing between the
people of Gaza and a
ceasefire is Hamas. They
have to decide and they
have to decide quickly,” he
said. “I’m hopeful that
they will make the right de-
cision.” A source briefed on
the talks said Israel’s pro-
posal entailed a deal for the
release of fewer than 40 of
the roughly 130 hostages
believed to be still held in
Gaza in exchange for free-
ing Palestinians jailed in
Israel.

A second phase of a
truce would consist of a

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: NATO boss Jens
Stoltenberg told Ukrainians
on Monday that his
alliance’s members had
failed to live up to their
promises of military aid in
recent months, but said the
flow of arms and ammuni-
tion would now increase.

In an unannounced
visit to Ukraine, the secre-
tary general of the transat-
lantic military alliance held
talks with President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy and
was due to address
Ukraine’s parliament, the
Rada.

His visit – the third
since Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in Feb-

ruary 2022 - comes at a dif-
ficult time on the battlefield
for Ukraine. After a failed
Ukrainian counter-offen-
sive last year, Russian
forces have gained the ini-
tiative – at least in part due
to a dearth of arms and am-
munition from Kyiv’s
Western partners.

“I will also be very
honest with President
Zelenskiy and also with the
Rada that NATO allies have
not delivered what we have
promised over the last
months,” Stoltenberg said
on the train taking him into
Kyiv on Monday.

“The United States
spent six months to agree a
package and European al-

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Israel is
voicing concern that the In-
ternational Criminal Court
could be preparing to issue
arrest warrants for govern-
ment officials on charges re-
lated to the conduct of its
war against Hamas.

The ICC - which can
charge individuals with war
crimes, crimes against hu-
manity and genocide - is
investigating Hamas’ Oct. 7
cross-border attack and
Israel’s devastating military
assault on Hamas-ruled
Gaza, now in its seventh
month.

In response to Israeli
media reports that the ICC
might soon issue arrest
warrants for senior Israeli
government and military
officials, Foreign Minister
Israel Katz on Sunday
warned Israeli embassies
to bolster their security
because of the risk of a
“wave of severe
antisemitism”.

“We expect the court

(ICC) to refrain from issu-
ing arrest warrants against
senior Israeli political and
security officials,” Katz
said. “We will not bow our
heads or be deterred and will
continue to fight.”

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said on
Friday that any ICC de-
cisions would not affect
Israel’s actions but would
set a dangerous prece-
dent.

Israeli officials are
worried that the court could
issue arrest warrants
against Netanyahu and
other top officials for al-
leged violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law in
Gaza, Israeli media have
reported.

They said the ICC is
also considering arrest war-
rants for leaders from
Hamas.

The ICC, based in The
Hague, and Hamas, Gaza’s
ruling group, did not imme-
diately respond to requests
for comment.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Israeli airstrikes
on three houses in the
southern Gaza city of
Rafah killed at least 25 Pal-
estinians and wounded
many others, medics said on
Monday, as leaders of
Hamas arrived in Cairo for
a new round of talks with
Egyptian and Qatari media-
tors.

In Gaza City, in the
north of the Gaza Strip, Is-
raeli warplanes struck two
houses, killing at least four
people and wounding sev-
eral people, health officials
said. The strike on the
other house killed two
brothers, they added.

The strikes on Rafah,
where more than one mil-
lion people have sought ref-
uge from months of Israeli
bombardment, took place
hours before Egypt was

expected to host leaders of
the Islamist group Hamas
to discuss prospects for a
ceasefire agreement with
Israel.

The Israeli military
said it was checking the re-
ports.

Speaking on Monday
at a World Economic Forum
meeting in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shoukry
said Egypt was hopeful
about a proposal for a truce
and the release of hostages
in the Gaza Strip but it was
waiting for a response on
the plan from Israel and
Hamas.

“We are hopeful the
proposal has taken into ac-
count the positions of both
sides, has tried to extract
moderation from both sides,
and we are waiting to have a
final decision,” Shoukry said.

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: A dam col-
lapsed in western Kenya
early Monday, killing at
least 40 people after a wall
of water swept through
houses and cut off a major
road, police said.

The Old Kijabe Dam,
located in the Mai Mahiu
area of the Great Rift Val-
ley region that is prone to
flash floods, collapsed and
water spilled downstream,
carrying with it mud, rocks
and uprooted trees, police
official Stephen Kirui told
The Associated Press.

Vehicles were en-
tangled in the debris on one
of Kenya’s busiest high-
ways and paramedics
treated the injured as wa-

ters submerged large areas.
Ongoing rains in

Kenya have caused flood-
ing that has already killed
nearly 100 people and post-
poned the opening of
schools. Heavy rains have
been pounding the country
since mid-March and the
Meteorology Department
has warned of more rainfall.

Kenya’s Interior Min-
ister Kithure Kindiki or-
dered the inspection of all
public and private dams and
water reservoirs within 24
hours starting Monday af-
ternoon to avert future in-
cidents. The ministry said
recommendations for
evacuations and resettle-
ment would be done after
the inspection.

Monitoring Desk
DUBLIN: Ireland is look-
ing to amend the law to al-
low the return of asylum
seekers to the United King-
dom, broadcaster RTE said
on Sunday after an influx
over the border with North-
ern Ireland.

Dublin’s Minister of
Justice Helen McEntee,
who visits London on
Monday, told a parliamen-
tary committee this week
that she estimates 80 per-
cent of those applying for
asylum in the republic came
over the land border with
Northern Ireland, which is
part of the UK.

UK Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak told Sky News
it was evidence that
London’s plan to send asy-
lum seekers to Rwanda is
acting as a deterrent.

“What it shows, I
think, is that the deterrent
is… already having an im-

pact because people are
worried about coming
here,” he said.

In response, a spokes-
person for Ireland’s Prime
Minister Simon Harris said
the leader “does not com-
ment on the migration poli-
cies of any other country
but he is very clear about
the importance of protect-
ing the integrity of the mi-
gration system in Ireland,”
RTE reported.

“Ireland has a rules-
based system that must al-
ways be applied firmly and
fairly.

The spokesperson
added that theIrish PM had
asked his justice minister
“to bring proposals to
Cabinet next week to amend
existing law regarding the
designation of safe ‘third
countries’ and allowing the
return of inadmissible In-
ternational Protection ap-
plicants to the UK”.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
denied on Monday that his
country was sliding to-
wards autocracy, following
accusations that his govern-
ment orchestrated criminal
probes to weaken rivals
ahead of an ongoing general
election.

Modi, 73, remains re-
soundingly popular after a
decade in office, and he is
widely expected to win a
third term when the six-
week-long national polls
conclude in June.

His prospects have
been further bolstered by
several criminal investiga-
tions into opponents, in-
cluding a tax probe that in
February froze the bank
accounts of Congress,
India’s largest opposition
party. But Modi said the
suggestion India was be-
coming “an electoral autoc-
racy” under his rule was a
fiction spread by his dis-
gruntled rivals.

“Because the opposi-
tion is not able to get power,
they start defaming India on
the world stage,” he told the
Times of India newspaper
in an interview published on
Monday. “They spread ca-
nards about our people, our
democracy and our institu-
tions.” India’s press freedom
rankings have declined mark-
edly since Modi took office
in 2014, while restrictions
on civil society have seen
rights groups such as Am-
nesty International severely
curtail their local operations.

This year Modi is be-
ing challenged by a motley
alliance of more than two
dozen political parties, sev-
eral of whom have leaders
either under investigation or
in jail facing criminal charges.
Modi’s chief opponent
Rahul Gandhi, the son,
grandson and great-grandson
of past Indian prime minis-
ters, was briefly disqualified
from parliament last year
after being convicted of
criminal libel.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China will send a
robotic spacecraft in the
coming days on a round trip
to the moon’s far side in the
first of three technically de-
manding missions that will
pave the way for an inaugu-
ral Chinese crewed landing
and a base on the lunar south
pole.Since the first Chang’e
mission in 2007, named af-
ter the mythical Chinese
moon goddess, China has
made leaps forward in its
lunar exploration, narrowing
the technological chasm
with the United States and
Russia.

In 2020, China brought
back samples from the
moon’s near side in the first
sample retrieval in more
than four decades, confirm-
ing for the first time that it
could safely return an
uncrewed spacecraft to
Earth from the lunar surface.

This week, China is
expected to launch
Chang’e-6 using the backup
spacecraft from the 2020
mission and collect soil and
rocks from the side of the
moon that permanently
faces away from Earth.

With no direct line of
sight with the Earth,
Chang’e-6 must rely on a
recently deployed relay
satellite orbiting the moon
during its 53-day mission,
including a never-before-at-
tempted ascent from the
moon’s “hidden” side on its
return journey home.

The same relay satel-
lite will support the
uncrewed Chang’e-7 and 8
missions in 2026 and 2028,
respectively, when China
starts to explore the south
pole for water and build a
rudimentary outpost with
Russia. China aims to put
its astronauts on the moon
by 2030. Beijing’s polar
plans have worried NASA,
whose administrator, Bill
Nelson, has repeatedly
warned that China would
claim any water resources as
its own. Beijing says it re-
mains committed to coop-
eration with all nations on
building a “shared” future.
On Chang’e-6, China will
carry payloads from France,
Italy, Sweden and Pakistan,
while Chang’e-7 will bear
payloads from Russia, Swit-
zerland and Thailand.

“period of sustained calm”
- Israel’s compromise re-
sponse to a Hamas demand
for a permanent ceasefire.

A total of 253 hos-
tages were seized in a
Hamas attack on southern
Israel on Oct. 7 in which
about 1,200 Israelis were
also killed, according to Is-
raeli counts.

Israel retaliated by
imposing a total siege on
Gaza and mounting an air
and ground assault that has
killed about 34,500 Pales-
tinians, according to Gaza
health authorities.

Palestinians are suf-
fering from severe short-
ages of food, fuel and medi-
cine in a humanitarian cri-

sis brought on by the of-
fensive that has demol-
ished much of the territory.

Britain’s Foreign Sec-
retary David Cameron, who
was also in Riyadh for the
WEF meeting, also de-
scribed the Israeli proposal
as “generous”.

U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Mon-
day that Israel must still do
more to increase the flow
of humanitarian aid into the
besieged Gaza Strip and
that he would use his cur-
rent Middle East trip — his
seventh to the region since
the Israel-Hamas war
started in October — to
press that case with Israeli
leaders.

lies have not delivered the
ammunition we promised.
But now I’m confident that
things will change,” he said.

Stoltenberg pointed to
the U.S. Congress now hav-
ing approved a Ukraine aid
package worth more than
$60 billion, swiftly signed
into law by President Joe
Biden, and an announce-
ment last week by British
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak
of a “record high” commit-
ment to Kyiv. He also noted
Germany had agreed to
provide a new Patriot air
defence system to Ukraine
and the Netherlands had
boosted its aid to Kyiv. He
said he expected other “new
commitments to come”.

Students block the entrance of the Sorbonne University in support of Pales-
tinians in Gaza, during the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestin-
ian Islamist group Hamas, in Paris, France.

Russian forces advance
in Ukraine’s east

Pro-Khalistan slogans raised
as Canadian PM attends
annual Khalsa Day event
Monitoring Desk

TORONTO: Pro-
Khalistan slogans were
raised in the presence of
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau when he at-
tended the Khalsa Day Cel-
ebrations in Toronto.

Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre, NDP
Leader Jagmeet Singh, and
Toronto Mayor Olivia
Chow also attended the
event known as Vaisaki - the
day which marks the cel-
ebration of the Sikh New
Year.

As the Canadian pre-
mier walked up to the stage
for his speech on the occa-
sion, people attending the

celebrations chanted loud
slogans of “Khalistan
Zindabad” till he started
delivering his speech.

Same slogans were
raised again when Pierre
Poilievre was invited for his
address at the event, which
was attended by thousands
of people on Sunday.

The Ontario Sikhs and
Gurdwaras Council has
been organising the yearly
gathering for year.

In his speech, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau assured his sup-
port to the Sikh community
in the country, saying their
rights and freedoms would
be protected at all costs.

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian forces
advanced at points along the
front line in Ukraine on
Monday, taking a village in
the Donetsk region, gaining
better positions in the
Kharkiv region and repel-
ling a number of Ukrainian
attacks, Russia’s defence
ministry said.

Russia controls about
18% of Ukraine - in the
east and south - and has
been gaining ground since
the failure of Kyiv’s 2023
counter-offensive to make
any serious inroads against
well dug-in Russian troops.

President Vladimir
Putin in February ordered
Russian troops to push fur-
ther into Ukraine after the
fall of the town of Avdiivka
where he said Ukrainian
troops had been forced to
flee in chaos. Ukraine said
it withdrew from Avdiivka.

Russia’s defence min-
istry said its troops had
taken the village of
Semenivka, northwest of
Avdiivka. Russia said it had
defeated Ukrainian forces
and foreign mercenaries in
a number of other villages
in the area.

Russia also reported
defeating Ukrainian troops
in the areas of Synkivka in
the Kharkiv region and at a
number of other points
along the front line. It also
said it had struck Ukrainian
drone workshops.

Ukraine’s general staff
said that its troops had re-
pelled enemy attacks near
Semenivka, and reported
that its soldiers had repelled
a number of other Russian
attacks.

Reuters was unable
to immediately verify
battlefield accounts from
either side.

Gaza protesters
disrupt Paris’s

Sorbonne
university

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: Protesters angry
over the Gaza war took to
Paris’ Sorbonne University
on Monday, chanting ‘Free
Palestine’ at the university’s
gates while some students
set up tents in the court-
yard.

Days after similar pro-
tests at Paris’s Sciences Po
elite school, the gathering at
the Sorbonne was the lat-
est sign that demonstra-
tions on U.S. campuses
were spilling over to Europe
as the devastating war is in
its seventh month.

The protests, which
lead the university to close
the building for the day,
were peaceful as students
urged the institution - one
of the world’s oldest uni-
versities - to condemn
Israel’s actions.
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QUETTA: Provincial Advisor for Environmental
Naseemur Rehman, MPA Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman, Umar Khan Achakzai, Director Khana
Farhang Iran Dr. Abul Hassan and other address-
ing the event organized in collaboration with Pak-
Iran Youth Forum and Khana Farhang Iran

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), Anwar-
ul-Haq called on President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: H.E. General Selcuk
Bayraktaroglu, Commander of Turkish Land
Forces called on Minister for Defence & Defence
Production, Khawaja Muhammad Asif.

RIYADH: Founder and Co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
Bill Gates calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on the side-
lines of a special meeting of the World Economic Forum.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Ali Madad Jattak, MPA Mir Liaquat Lehri
and Shakeel Durrani meeting with Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Ahmed Bugti

QUETTA: Justice of the Balochistan High Court
(BHC), Shaukat Ali Rakhshani being briefed by
Hamza Shafqat Commissioner and Administrator
Quetta during his visit to Sandeman Library of
Metropolitan Corporation.

QUETTA: Opposition leader in Balochistan Assem-
bly Mir Younis Lehri and Rozi Khan Kakar meet-
ing with Provincial Minister for Irrigation Mir
Sadiq Umrani

President Asif Zardari says

Promoting AJK tourism vital
for socio-economic uplift,

generating economic activities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Monday said that
strengthening the tourism
sector of Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) was signifi-
cant to ensure the socio-
economic uplift and gener-
ate economic activities in
the area.

He, in a meeting with
the AJK Prime Minister
Anwar-ul-Haq, who called
on him at the Aiwan-e-Sadr,
assured that Pakistan
would provide all possible
support and assistance to
facilitate investment in the
diverse areas of AJK’s
economy, especially the
tourism sector, according to
a President House press
release.

He said that AJK was
blessed with immense po-
tential for tourism and a
beautiful landscape, which
needed to be fully devel-
oped to attract tourists.

The two discussed the
overall situation of AJK as
well as the issues related to
AJK’s development.

President Zardari re-
marked that the AJK youth
needed to be equipped with
the latest skills and educa-
tion to help them find gain-
ful employment, besides
contributing to AJK’s de-
velopment.

He said that Pakistan
could assist the government
of AJK in benefiting from
the carbon credit markets.

During the meeting,
the president assured of his
support to the AJK prime
minister and his govern-
ment.

The AJK prime min-
ister requested the presi-
dent to visit AJK and ad-
dress the AJK Legislative
Assembly.

President Zardari also
expressed grief over the loss
of precious human lives

during the recent rain-re-
lated incidents in different
parts of the AJK and hoped
that the AJK government
would help the affected
families.

The president also re-
iterated Pakistan’s commit-
ment for continued moral,
political and diplomatic
support to the people of the
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) till the attainment
of their right to self-deter-
mination.

Condemning the hu-
man rights violations and
the atrocities being commit-
ted by the Indian occupa-
tion forces in IIOJK, he
called upon the interna-
tional community to put
pressure on India to end
human rights violations be-
ing committed by its secu-
rity forces and implement
the UN Security Council
resolutions.

PM meets Bill Gates; urges
sustained efforts by partners

for polio-free Pakistan
RIYADH (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday met the founder
and co-chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation,
Bill Gates, wherein he called
for a sustained efforts by
all the partners to reach the
ultimate goal of a polio-free
Pakistan.

In the meeting held on
the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum (WEF)
Special Meeting here, the
prime minister highlighted
that Pakistan was working
tirelessly to eradicate polio
from the country, a PM
Office press release said.

Earlier, both leaders
had featured in a WEF’s
high-level panel discussion
titled “Redefining the Glo-
bal Health Agenda.” The
prime minister thanked Bill
Gates for sending him a
warm congratulatory letter
upon his re-election.

Bill Gates recalled the
immunization and polio
vaccine program in Punjab
province under the lead-
ership of Shehbaz Sharif
as chief minister and em-
phasized replicating the
same practice across the
country to make the im-
munization program a suc-
cess.

While fondly recalling
their interactions during his
previous tenure, the prime
minister reaffirmed his
commitment to continue
working closely with Bill
Gates to ensure a stronger
partnership between Paki-
stan and the Gates Foun-
dation.

He thanked the
BMGF for its longstanding
support for polio eradica-
tion in Pakistan.

Bill Gates acknowl-
edged Pakistan’s efforts and
said polio eradication was

vital to protect future gen-
erations from this crippling
disease.

In addition to polio,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
and Bill Gates also dis-
cussed progress on ongoing
activities between Pakistan
and the Foundation in the
areas of immunization, nu-
trition, and financial inclu-
sion.

The prime minister
said that the Gates Foun-
dation was a trusted part-
ner in Pakistan’s socio-eco-
nomic development and
sought collaboration in
other areas including IT,
STEM education and disas-
ter management.

Recalling Bill Gates’
visit to Pakistan in Febru-
ary 2022, the prime minis-
ter extended an invitation
to him to visit Pakistan
again at a time of his con-
venience.

Senate adopts SC’s
4 recommendations
about Money Bill

Aleem announces
significant developments
for motorway expansion

Nazeer urges MNAs from
Balochistan to educate

masses against gas theft
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Law
and Justice, Azam Nazeer
Tarar, urged the members of
the National Assembly
elected from Balochistan on
Monday to educate the
masses against gas theft in
the province.

In response to a call-
ing attention notice regard-
ing over billing and extra
service charges in
Balochistan, particularly in
Quetta by the Sui Gas
Company, he expressed
concern over the high inci-
dence of gas theft and meter

tampering in the province.
The Minister said that

the government has
launched campaigns against
gas theft from time to time
in the province. He cited a
report indicating that the
company is facing a 55 per-
cent loss in the Quetta re-
gion due to gas theft.

Azam Nazeer Tarar
said that natural resources
are assets of the country
and should be utilized with
care, urging concerted ef-
forts to combat gas theft
and promote responsible
use of resources.

Jam Kamal launches
anti-polio drive in Hub

Draft of Procurement
policy of MSD prepared

GDA Pak-China Friendship
Hospital starts services

under Indus Health Network
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Gwadar
Development Authority
(GDA) Pak-China Friend-
ship Hospital started health
services under Indus Health
Network. The services
were started on directives
of Chief Minister Mir

Khilji. The initiative is a
revolutionary one for the
people in health sector by
the provincial government
under GDA. Needless to
mention here is that the
newly built 100-bedded
GDA Pak-China Friend-
ship Hospital is a state of

Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti and
Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan under supervi-
sion of Director General
GDA, Dawood Khan

the art hospital according
to the world standard. The
hospital is equipped with
modern technology offering
24 hour emergency services.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate on Monday
adopted four recommenda-
tions of the Special Com-
mittee related to Money
Bill, the Tax Laws (Amend-
ment), Bill, 2024.

Convener Special
Committee Farooq Hamid
Naek presented the
committee’s report in the
House.  After through dis-
cussion on the Tax Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
the committee unani-
mously recommended
amendments in clause 2, in
sub-clause (e), after the
word “law”, the words “or
a mixed question of law and
fact’, shall be inserted; in
clause 3, in sub-clause (e),
after the word “law”, the
words “or mixed question
of law and fact, shall be in-
serted. In Clause 4,- (a) in
sub-clause (f), in section
132,- (i) in sub-section (1),
for the second proviso, the
following shall be substi-
tuted, namely:- “provided
further that where an ap-
peal is not decided within
the aforesaid period, the
Appellate Tribunal may,
for reasons to be recorded

in writing, condone the de-
lay for an aggregate period
of thirty days.”; in sub-sec-
tion (2), in clause (b), for
the word “should” the word
“if” shall be substituted; and
(iii) in sub-section (3), for
the words “ to the afore-
said hearing schedule by the
taxpayer and the commis-
sioner” the expression “by
the taxpayer and the Com-
missioner, to the hearing
schedule as prescribed,”
shall be substituted.

The committee also
recommended amendments
In sub-clause (g), in section
133,- (i) in sub-section (2),
after the word “law”, the
words “or a mixed question
of law and fact”, shall be
inserted;

(ii) in sub-section
(3), after the word “law” the
words “or a mixed question
of law and fact”, shall be
inserted;

(iii) in sub-section
(4), for the expression “ a
Special Bench, consti-
tuted”, the expression “
Special Bench or the Spe-
cial Benches, as the case
may be, to be constituted
by the Chief Justice.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Com-
munications, Abdul Aleem
Khan on Monday an-
nounced the significant de-
velopments for

the motorway expan-
sion from Mansehra to
Gilgit, Babu Sar top and
Skardu region.

He made the an-
nouncement while address-
ing the 14th passing-out
ceremony of 289 police of-
ficers at the NHMP Train-
ing College in Sheikhupura.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Federal Secretary
of Communication Ali Sher
Mehsud, IG Salman
Chaudhry, Additional IG
Ali Saber Kayani, Com-
mandant DIG Syed
Hashmat Kamal, patrol of-
ficers, and their families,

said a press release issued
here.

The minister high-
lighted plans to deploy
Motorway Police to
Gwadar and Karakoram ar-
eas, emphasizing the
institution’s integrity and
its role in fostering integ-
rity within the community.

He underlined the im-
portance of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
in driving prosperity for Pa-
kistan and reiterated com-
mitments to enhance insti-
tutions, ensure quality se-
lection process, and pro-
vide comprehensive train-
ing to officers.

The minister an-
nounced an additional one-
month extension for train-
ing completion and salary
increments for officers.

Anees Tariq
appointed as
DG Industries

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan Secretariat Ser-
vice (BSS) officer, Anees
Tariq Gorgaij, serving as the
Additional Secretary Home
and Tribal Affairs has been
transferred and posted as
the Director General Indus-
tries, Balochistan.

This was announced in
an official notification is-
sued here by the Services
and General Administration
Department (S&GAD) on
Monday.

According to the noti-
fication, Habibullah Khan,
serving as Deputy Commis-
sioner Noshki has been
transferred and directed to
report in the S&GAD while
in his place, Deputy Secre-
tary, Energy Department,
Amjad Soomro has been
transferred and posted as
the Deputy Commissioner
Noshki.

Seven-day
anti-polio

drive beings
in Chaman

Independent Report
CHAMAN: The seven-
day anti-polio campaign
commenced in Chaman on
Monday.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Chaman, Captain
(Retd) Raja Athar Abbas
inaugurated the campaign at
ceremony held at new dis-
trict headquarter hospital.

Also present on the
occasion were District Po-
lice Officer Chaman, Shahid
Jamil Kakar, Assistant
Commissioner, Mujeebur
Rehman and other con-
cerned high ups.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Chaman, SP Shahid
Jamil and Assistant Com-
missioner administered the
anti-polio drops to children
to mark inauguration of the
campaign in border district.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed the need to
make anti-polio campaign
successful.

In this regard, Deputy
Commissioner urged the
parents to cooperate with
the polio teams and ensure
immunization of their chil-
dren against polio.

Shahid Jamil Kakar
said we have to provide safe
future to our children.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The draft of
procurement policy of the
MSD has been prepared,
which would be presented
in the provincial cabinet for
approval through the
Health department.

The strong supply
chain management dash-
board has also been
launched in the Medical
Store Depot for transpar-
ent and timely supply of
the medicines.

This and similar other
details were shared by the
MSD high ups with the
Secretary Health, Abdullah

Khan during his visit there.
The Secretary Health

inaugurated the work of re-
pair and renovation of
MSD.

He also launched the
digitalized supply chain
management dashboard in
MSD.

The initiative is aimed
at bringing transparency in
supply of the medicines.

Also present on the
occasion were Deputy Sec-
retary Riasat Ali, Addi-
tional Director General
Health, Dr Fahim Khan
and other concerned high
ups.

PM, Malaysian counterpart
reaffirm to broaden bilateral
cooperation in diverse fields

RIYADH (APP): Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and Malay-
sian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim on Monday recalled
the historical ties between
Pakistan and Malaysia, es-
pecially in the fields of edu-
cation, science & technol-
ogy and trade, and under-
took to further enhance the
cooperation in the future.

The prime minister
invited a trade and business
delegation from Malaysia to
Pakistan to discuss enhanc-
ing trade and investment
relations between the two
countries.

The prime minister
met his Malaysian counter-
part on the sidelines of the
Special Meeting of the
World Economic Forum,
the PM Office Media Wing
said in a press release.

This was the first in
person meeting between
both leaders since Prime
Minister Muhammad

Shehbaz Sharif was re-
elected in March.

The two leaders have,
however, spoken twice on
telephone, i.e. on March 4
when Prime Minister
Shehbaz took office as well
as on April 10, this year on
Eid ul Fitr.

Following up on their
warm conversations on tele-
phone, the prime minister
appreciated the leadership
of Malaysian premier and
also commended his knowl-
edge of art and literature –
particularly about the Na-
tional Poet of Pakistan
Allama Iqbal.

The two sides also
agreed to have the next
meeting of Joint Ministe-
rial Commission in
Islamabad soon.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz reiterated his invi-
tation to Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim to under-
take an official visit to Pa-
kistan later this year.

QUETTA (APP): Federal
Minister for Commerce
Jam Kamal along with
Deputy Commissioner
Hub Ruhana Gul Kakar on
Monday inaugurated an
anti-polio campaign in his
constituencies in Hub Dis-
trict.   Deputy Commis-
sioner briefed the Minister
regarding the preparation of
the drive that the authori-
ties were paying special at-
tention to polio after the
reports of polio virus being
positive after the sampling
of the sewage drains of the
district Hub.

She said in the brief-
ing that this year, a special
polio campaign has been
started in Balochistan after
polio cases were reported
in Dera Bugti and Chaman.

WHO officer Dr.
Nazir and the administra-
tive officer said in the brief-

ing that during the last po-
lio campaign, the majority
of rejected children have
been recovered.

They said that 78 area
in-charges, 25 monitors, 23
fax centers, 18 transit
points have been estab-
lished and 326 teams were
formed to administer polio
vaccine in Hub district. The
special anti-polio campaign
will continue from April 29
to May 3, Around 360
teams have been formed
across the district to vacci-
nate children, who will go
door to door to administer
polio drops to children in
Hub Town and its suburbs,
Tehsil Driji, Sonmiani
Winder and Gadani, they
said.  The district officer
said that our entire team, the
district administration and
health workers were work-
ing together.

SIC head warns of resignation
from assemblies if Imran

does not get justice
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) backed Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) Chairman
Sahibzada Hamid Raza
warned the government
that they will tender their
resignations from the as-
semblies if former premier
Imran Khan does not get
justice.

In a tweet on Monday,
“If the founder of PTI
[Imran Khan] does not get
justice, we will not sit in
the assemblies.” In the
tweet, Hamid Raza sug-
gested to the PTI leadership
that they need to consider
resigning from the assem-
blies and coming to the
roads [for protest].

SIC head Sahibaza
Hamid Raza MNA also said
that he will be the first per-
son to resign from the Na-
tional Assembly for PTI
founder Imran Khan. He

said the PTI leadership
should give a time frame of
three weeks to eight weeks
to the government for their
demands.

On the other hand, the
Opposition Leader in the
National Assembly Omar
Ayub Khan announced ta-
bling a resolution against the
fake police cases on PTI
leadership.

Talking to media out-
side the session court in
Islamabad on Monday,
Omar Ayub said an FIR was
filed against him and his
colleagues because they
demonstrated for prisoner
number 804 [Imran Khan].

He said they used their
constitutional and legal right
of a peaceful protest rally
in the presence of
Islamabad police, the next
day, a fake case under vari-
ous provisions was regis-
tered against them.

Commander
Turkish Land
Forces calls
on Defence

Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Commander of Turkish
Land Forces, General
Selcuk Bayraktaroglu
Monday called on Minis-
ter for Defence and Defence
Production, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, whereas
the Defence Minister wel-
comed the dignitary and
expressed satisfaction over
common understanding on
regional and global geo-po-
litical situation.

According to the
news release, both sides
acknowledged the strong
relationship between their
Armed Forces and commit-
ted to further expand de-
fence collaboration.

The defence minister
also appreciated Turkiye’s
strong support for Pakistan
on multiple foras.

NA passes tax laws
amendment bill 2024

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National Assembly on Monday
passed the Tax Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024 which would
give the legislative effect to the taxation proposals of the
federal government. The bill was taken by the House as
the supplementary agenda and Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar moved the bill. The House passed
the amended bill which aims to give legislative effect to the
taxation proposals of the federal government to liquidate
a significant number of appeals pending before Commis-
sioner IR (Appeals) and Appellate Tribunals as ATIR is
the last fact-finding authority in the appellate hierarchy
provided in fiscal statutes.

ECP summons
KP CM

over asset
declaration

discrepancies
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has sum-
moned Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur on
Tuesday to clarify discrep-
ancies found in his declara-
tion of assets and liabilities
submitted for the general
elections of 2024. The ECP
has instructed CM
Gandapur to personally
appear on Tuesday.

FM Dar meets
Saudi Energy

Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister
Mohammed Ishaq Dar on
Monday met with Saudi
Minister for Energy Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman,
ARAMCO CEO Amin H.
Nasir and ACWA Chairman
Mohammed A. Abunayyan
on the sidelines of the
Meeting for Global Col-
laboration, Growth, and
Energy for Development of
the World Economic Forum
in Riyadh.  “There is great
potential for enhanced en-
ergy cooperation between
Pakistan and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia,” the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said
in a post on X.

Six new private
member bills
introduced
in Senate

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
many as six new private
member bills including the
Payment of Wages
(Amendment) Bill, 2023,
the Price Control and Pre-
vention of Profiteering and
Hoarding (Amendment)
Bill, 2023, the Criminal
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2024, the National High-
ways Safety (Amendment)
Bill, 2023, the General Clauses
(Amendment) Bill, 2022 and
the Islamabad Rent Restriction
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 were
introduced in the Senate.


