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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif casting his vote
at the Senate elections at Parliament House.

MUZAFFARABAD: Kashmiris protesting against Indian brutalities and de-
manding UN to take notice on completion of 1700 days of Indian military
siege on occupied Kashmir in the city.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, called on President Asif Ali Zardari, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Former Chief Minister Balochistan,
MPA Dr. Abdul Malik Baloch meeting with Gover-
nor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

President Balochistan National Party Sardar
Akhtar Jan Mengal enquiring about health of Cen-
tral President Awami National Party Asfandyar
Wali Khan

PM felicitates newly elected senators

Ruling alliance sweeps Senate polls with
PPP grabbing 11, PML-N six seats

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb win from
Islamabad and Punjab, respectively; polls postponed in KP amid oath-taking dispute

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
The Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) on Tuesday
took the lead in the Senate
polls with 11 seats, while
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) clinched
six seats.

The Muttahida
Qaudmi Movement Paki-
stan (MQM-P) and an in-
dependent candidate Faisal
Vawda secured one seat

each.
The polling for the 19

vacant seats was held in the
National, Punjab, and Sindh
assemblies while elections
on 11 Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s seats were
postponed by the Election
Commission over the “de-
nial” of oath-taking to the
lawmakers elected on re-
served seats.

Overall 356 lawmakers

cast their votes in the up-
per house of parliament’s
elections, whereas, votes of
seven NA lawmakers were
rejected.

Islamabad
Foreign Minister Ishaq

Dar won on a technocrat
seat from Islamabad, gar-
nering 222 votes with Sunni
Ittehad Council’s (SIC)
Raja Ansar Mehmood com-
ing in second with 81.

Meanwhile, PPP’s
Rana Mehmoodul Hassan
secured 224 votes to win
the general seat in
Islamabad while PTI’s
Farzand Hussain Shah gar-
nered 79 votes.

Punjab
In Punjab, all seven can-

didates vying for the gen-
eral seats in Punjab were
elected unopposed at the
end of March. Today, polls

were held on two women
and technocrats seats each
and one minority seat.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb and
Petroleum Minister
Musadiq Malik were suc-
cessful on the two techno-
crat seats, garnering 128 and
121 votes, respectively.

In Punjab, PML-N’s

Continued on page 2

PM terms promotion of foreign
direct investment as top priority
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday high-
lighted that promoting for-
eign direct investment
(FDI) in the country to
transform challenges into
opportunities was top pri-
ority of the government.

He was chairing a high
level meeting to review
progress on foreign invest-
ment. The meeting re-
viewed in detail the
progress on the memoran-
dum of understandings
(MoUs) and agreements
with the Gulf countries un-
der Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC).

Talking to participants
of the meeting, the prime
minister said all possible
facilities will be given to the
investors adding that spe-
cial cells in the federal min-
istries will be established to
promote innovation and re-
search in the investment

sector.
The prime minister

said the establishment of
SIFC had helped restoring
confidence of the investors.

He directed that a fea-
sibility study should be
conducted for such projects
which had the potential to
attract investors and the
services of internationally
recognized experts should
be obtained in this regard.

He emphasized that
there should be no compro-
mise on the quality of the
projects presented for in-
vestment. The prime min-
ister also directed all the
ministries to further im-
prove their relations with
the Gulf countries regard-
ing the progress on their re-
spective MoUs.

He said all the neces-
sary requirements should be
fulfilled with respect to the
foreign investment in the
solar energy projects in
Muzaffar Garh, Layyah

and Jhang.
Furthermore, the prime

minister also stressed to
conduct feasibility study
for railway connectivity
from Reko Diq to Gwadar
seaport adding that work
should be started on the rail-
way line to access the
power plants of Thar Coal.

He further directed that
steps should be taken re-
garding foreign investment
in Chiniot Iron project.

The meeting was in-
formed that the dredging
work of the Gwadar port
had been completed after
which big ships could now
be anchored there. The
meeting was told that a
huge investment was ex-
pected from the Gulf coun-
tries in a range of sectors in-
cluding renewable energy, oil
refining, mining, food secu-
rity, banking and financial
services, logistics, water
supply and waste manage-
ment.

Asks MPAs to give patient hearing to public issues:

Our’s responsibility to restore
trust of masses on State & it’s
system, says Chief Minister

Mir Sarfraz Bugti assures to resolve financial crisis
ascertaining reasons behind; announces to make

accountability of financial irregularities done in UoB;
terms issue of ghost employees as of serious nature

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
urged all the members of
provincial assembly from
treasury benches to give
patient hearing to the gen-
eral public issues.

In a statement issued
here on the matter of heated
conversation between a
government member of as-
sembly and a professor of
Balochistan university on
occasion of the protest out-
side provincial assembly the
other day, the Chief Minis-
ter said we are elected rep-
resentatives of the public
and as such it is our respon-
sibility to hear the public
problems and resolve them.

He said that we have
got the mandate of resolv-
ing the issues of masses and
it’s our responsibility to
restore public confidence
on the state and it’s sys-
tem.

The Chief Minister
said that where government
would commit a mistake it
would tender apology.

He said that public ser-
vice is our motto, we can

make mistake but don’t do
dishonesty.

He said that there’s a
great respect of women in
the politics of Pakistan and
especially for the Peoples’
Party, he added.

He recalled that two
women Mohtarma Nusrat
Bhutto and Bibi Benazir
Bhutto Shaheed led the
party.

He said that whether
there are issues of the uni-
versities of the province or
the issues of governance,
we need public support to
resolve the same.

The Chief Minister
vowed to resolve the finan-
cial crisis of the public sec-
tor universities, and adding
he stressed that the reasons
behind the same would also
be ascertained.

He also announced to
make accountability of the
financial irregularities in the
University of Balochistan.

He said that the issue
of ghost employees in the
university is also of a seri-
ous nature.

He said that no govern-
ment or autonomous au-
thority is exempted from
the accountability.

Role of political cadre important
in becoming voice of voiceless,

says Governor Balochistan
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has stated
that the role of political cad-
res is very important in cre-
ating collective sense
among masses, establishing
balance between rights and
duties besides becoming the
voice of voiceless people.

The Governor was
speaking to the president of
National Party and former
Chief Minister, Dr Abdul
Malik Baloch who called
on him here at the Gover-
nor House on Tuesday.

The Governor said that
new courses have been de-

termined for the young lot
because of the modern sci-
ence and technology.

Therefore, it is neces-
sary for the new generation
to benefit from the modern
researches and creations.

He said that there is al-
ways mutual coordination
between the rights and du-
ties and human being gets
ready to perform their du-
ties after getting their rights.

The Governor said that
political organization and
politics of public is the con-
scious partnership in which
the human being sets col-
lective point of view
through discipline.

IGP chairs crucial meeting
on performance of Quetta

Safe City Project
Independent Report

Quetta: A high level meet-
ing was held to review the
performance and utilization
of Quetta Safe City Project
here on Tuesday.

The Inspector General
of Police, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh presided over the
meeting.

While the Deputy In-
spector Generals of police,
AIGP Quetta ITCP, AIGP
Operations , SSP Traffic,
Project Director Safe City
Project, Deputy Director
ITCPO were present in the
meeting, the Commandant
PTC Quetta participated in
the meeting through video
link.

The meeting reviewed
the performance of Quetta

Safe City Project besides
considering certain propos-
als for its utilization.

The meeting also re-
viewed to establish Safe
City Authority in different
other cities of the prov-
ince.

Addressing the meet-
ing, IGP said that the
monitoring of movement of
criminals would be made
possible through the safe
city project cameras.

In addition to this, the
identification of encroach-
ments and traffic jams
would also be made pos-
sible through the CCTV
cameras, he added.

He termed the en-
croachments as biggest rea-
son behind the traffic jam.

IHC judges receive
letters containing ‘anthrax’
ISLAMABAD (INP): A
concerning development
come to light that eight
judges, including the Chief
Justice of the Islamabad
High Court, have report-
edly received letters con-
taining ‘anthrax’.

According to court
sources, one of the letters
was opened by a judge’s
staff and was found to
contain an unidentified
powder.

Upon discovery of the
suspicious substance, a
team of experts from the
Islamabad Police reached
the premises of the
Islamabad High Court to
analyze the situation.

The primary focus of

the investigation revolves
around determining the na-
ture of the powder and its
potential threat.

Court sources dis-
closed that along with the
powder, the letters also
contain threatening signs.

As per sources within
the court, the letter was
written by a woman named
Resham, with no specific
address indicated.

In response to the situ-
ation, the Islamabad High
Court has taken proactive
measures by summoning
top officials of the police
to provide updates and co-
ordinate efforts aimed at
ensuring the safety of the
judiciary.

Wang Wenbin says

China firmly supports Pak
counterterrorism efforts

Will provide necessary assistance in the
investigation of Dasu terrorist attack

BEIJING (APP): China
firmly supports Pakistan’s
counterterrorism measures
and will provide necessary
assistance in the investiga-
tion of Dasu terrorist at-
tack, a Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesperson said on
Tuesday.

China firmly support
Pakistan’s counterterrorism
efforts, Wang Wenbin said
during his regular briefing in
response to a question
asked by APP about Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
assurance of foolproof se-
curity measures for the
Chinese national working
on Dasu Hydropower
Project as well as across the
country and exemplary
punishment for the perpe-
trators of March 26 attack.

The spokesperson

said, since the attack, China
has been in close communi-
cation with Pakistan and
added, we hope that Paki-
stan will get to bottom of
what happened with ut-
most resolve and efforts,
bring the perpetrators and
whosoever behind the at-
tack to justice and do ev-
erything possible to protect
the safety and security of
Chinese personnel, projects
and institutions in the
country.

Wang Wenbin remarked
that China firmly safe-
guards the safety and se-
curity of Chinese nation-
als, projects and institu-
tions overseas.

“China will provide
necessary assistance to Pa-
kistan in the investigation
of the case,” he said.

BNP delegation
offers condolences
to ANP President

PESHAWAR (APP): A del-
egation from the
Balochistan National Party,
headed by MNA Sardar
Akhtar Jan Mengal, visited
Wali Bagh  Charssada on
Tuesday to express condo-
lences to Asfandyar Wali
Khan, the President of the
Awami National Party, on
the passing of his wife.

The delegation ex-
tended their condolences to
provincial president Aimal
Wali Khan on the loss of
his mother.

They offered prayers
and recited Fateha for the
departed soul, praying for
strength and patience for
the grieving family.

EC suspends
notification of

success of
speaker

BA in PB-51
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP)  has sus-
pended the notification of
success in respect of
speaker Balochistan As-
sembly (BA) speaker BA
Abdul Khaliq Achakzai.

The petitions filed by
candidates Abaseen
Achakzai and Asghar
Achakzai against result of
PB-51 Chamman came up
for hearing before Election
commission.

The election commis-
sion while accepting the plea
suspended the notification
of success of speaker
Balochistan Assembly be-
sides ordering re-polling in
12 polling stations of PB-
51 Chamman.

Speaker NA
calls on

President
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq on
Tuesday called on President
Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-
e-Sadr.

During the meeting, the
speaker congratulated the
president on assuming his
office, President Secretariat
Press Wing said in a press
release.

Matters related to par-
liamentary affairs and leg-
islation were also discussed
during the meeting.

Umar Ayub
appointed as

opposition
leader in NA

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Speaker National  Assem-
bly (NA) has appointed
Umar Ayyub Khan as op-
position leader Speaker
Ayyaz  Sadiq has issued
notification of  appoint-
ment of  Umar Ayub Khan.

Umar Ayub Khan will
assume charge of his office
after  issuance of notifica-
tion.

The process of  scru-
tiny in respect of opposi-
tion leader  was completed
in speaker office.

The  speaker declared
Umar AYub opposition
leader after his satisfaction.

Pak, Kazakhstan express keen
interest to deepen collaboration

on regional, int’l issues

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan and Kazakhstan have
underscored the shared commitment to strengthen bilat-
eral ties and deepen collaboration on regional and interna-
tional issues of mutual interest.

The commitment was made during a meeting between
Ambassador of Kazakhstan Yerzhan Kistafin and Minis-
ter for Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif in Islamabad
on Tuesday. Speaking on the occasion, the Ambassador
shed light on Kazakhstan’s chairmanship in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation and the forthcoming events
scheduled to take place in Kazakhstan.

In response, Khawaja Asif emphasized the signifi-
cant potential for further enhancing cooperation between
Kazakhstan and Pakistan across various sectors, including mili-
tary, military-technical, and other strategic domains.

PTI attempts
to politicize
matter of

judges’ letter:
Law Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Law
and Justice Senator Azam
Nazeer Tarar Tuesday said
that statements of Pakistan
Tehreek Insaf (PTI),  and
its founder were an attempt
to politicize the suo-motu
action of Supreme Court in
matter of IHC judges’ let-
ter.

Giving reaction on a
statement of PTI leader
Barrister Gohar, the minis-
ter said that only the Con-
stitution would be followed
in this country, adding that
what the PTI founder said
was not a law.

He said that those
who had been making
references against judges
in their regime shouldn’t
give advice to the govern-
ment.

The law minister said
that Barrister Gohar who
himself was a lawyer
should know that the bench
has been formed under Ar-
ticle 184(3) of the Consti-
tution.

Islamabad court acquits
Imran in vandalism case

ISLAMABAD (INP):  In
yet another relief for the
former prime minister and
ex-PTI chairman Imran
Khan, a court in Islamabad
on Tuesday acquitted him,
ex-PTI leader Asad Umar
and other suspects, includ-
ing PML-N MNA Raja
Khurram Nawaz, in the case
of vandalism registered
against them at Margallah
police station. Judicial

Magistrate Mureed Abbas
pronounced the decision.

Advocate Sardar
Masroof Khan and Amina
Ali appeared in the court
on behalf of the suspects.
The decision came only a
day after the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) sus-
pended the sentence awarded
by the trial court to Imran
Khan and his wife Bushra
Bibi in the Toshakhana case.

Imran Khan tells court

‘Bushra Bibi
poisoned in Bani

Gala sub-jail’
RAWALPINDI (Agencies):
Incarcerated former prime
minister Imran Khan Tues-
day apprised the court that
his wife and ex-first lady
Bushra Bibi was poisoned
at the Bani Gala sub-jail.

The PTI founder made
the claim during a hearing
of the £190 million settle-
ment case in Rawalpindi’s
Adiala jail. Khan informed
the accountability court
judge that the former first
lady had marks on her skin
and tongue after “being
poisoned”. He sought the
court’s order for an inquiry
into the incident and a com-
plete medical checkup of
Bushra Bibi. Khan said: “I
know who is behind it.”

He insisted that the
medical examination of the
former first lady should be
done by Dr Asim Yunus, a
doctor at Shaukat Khanum
Memorial Cancer Hospital
and Research Centre.

PTI among five parties to form
‘grand opposition alliance’

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Five major opposition par-
ties including Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) held
a meeting and discussed
forming the ‘grand opposi-
tion alliance’ to give a ‘tough’
time to the government.
Chairman PTI Gohar Ali
Khan, Jamaat-e-Islami
leader Liaquat Baloch, and
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami

Party (PkMAP) chief
Mehmood Achackzai at-
tended the meeting. Majlis-
e-Wadhat-e-Muslimeen
(MWM) head Allama Nasir
Abbas and Balochistan Na-
tional Party (BNP) Chair-
man Sardar Akhtar Mengal,
Leader of Opposition in the
National Assembly Omar
Ayub and Asad Qaiser were
also present on the occasion.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meet-
ing to review progress on foreign investment.

ISLAMABAD: A group photo of Palestinian students with Federal Minister
for Science and Technology and Minister of Federal Education & Profes-
sional Training, Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, Ambassador of State of Pales-
tine, Ahmed Jawad Rabei and others on the occasion of Launching Ceremony
of COMSTECH Scholarships and Fellowships Program for the Palestinian
Nationals at COMSTECH Auditorium at Federal Capital.

Anusha Rehman and
Bushra Anjum were suc-
cessful on two seats re-
served for women, garner-
ing 125 and 123 votes, re-
spectively. PML-N’s
Khalil Tahir Sindhu was
successful on a minority
seat.

Sindh
In Sindh, the ruling PPP

secured 10 of the 12 seats
up for grabs. The remain-
ing two were won by the
MQM-P and an indepen-
dent candidate.

On general seats, PPP’s
Ashraf Ali Jatoi (22 votes),
Dost Ali Jessar (21 votes),
Kazim Ali Shah (21 votes),
Masroor Ahsan (21 votes),
Nadeem Bhutto (21 votes)
were successful.

MQM-P’s Amir
Chishti (21 votes) and in-
dependent Faisal Vawda
(21 votes) also won from a
general seat. A day earlier,
the PPP had decided to
withdraw one of its candi-
dates to support Vawda.

On the technocrat seats,
PPP’s Zamir Ghumro (58
votes) and Sarmad Ali (57
votes) were successful.
PPP’s Rubina Saadat
Qaimkhani (57 votes) and
Quratulain Marri (58 votes)
won on two seats reserved
for women.

PPP’s Poonjo Bheel
(117 votes) was also suc-
cessful on a minority seat.

Prior to the polls, Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shahhad expressed the hope
for all PPP candidates to be
elected to the Senate.
Speaking to the media out-
side the Sindh Assembly, he
said that Sarfaraz Rajar
withdrew his nomination
papers on the party’s di-
rectives as the party was
Vawda.

In an indirect reference
to the PTI, CM Shah said
that those who made tall
claims about giving sur-
prises in the Senate election
finally retreated from the
arena and boycotted the
election from Sindh.

In its notification, the
ECP stated that polls for
the Senate seats of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa will not be
held until the administration
of oath to the elected mem-
bers against the reserved

seats.
“The Commission in

exercise of powers under
Article 218(3) of the Con-
stitution read with Section
4(1), Section 8© and Sec-
tion 128 of the Elections
Act, 2017 and all other en-
abling provisions of the
Constitution and law in
this behalf, postpones the
poll to the Senate Election
to the extent of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa till the ad-
ministration of oath to the
elected members against the
reserved seats and accord-
ingly makes necessary
amendment in the notifica-
tion issued under Section
107 of the Act. Office is
directed to take follow up
action,” the notification
read.

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif felicitated the newly
elected senators on their
success and expressed good
wishes.

In his congratulatory
message, the prime minis-
ter said the Senate elections
were the continuation of
democratic process.

He hoped that senators
will play their role for the
uplift of the constitution
and the development of the
country.

Newly elected senators
should participate in effec-
tive legislation for public
welfare and national devel-
opment and prosperity, he
said.

PM Shehbaz high-
lighted that the role of sena-
tors was very important for
the strengthening of federal
units and the observance of
democratic values.

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz said, “All
PML-N senators elected.
Congratulations to all.”

She expressed hope
that the senators would
work diligently for the de-
velopment of the country
and the promotion of de-
mocracy. PPP Senator
Sherry Rehman also con-
gratulated her party’s win-
ning candidates, saying that
there was a lot of work to
do ahead. Elections were
not held in Balochistan as
lawmakers had been elected
unopposed on 11 vacant
seats last month.

Ruling alliance sweeps Senate polls...
Continued from page 1

IHC adjourns appeals
in cipher case till today

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday ad-
journed the hearing till to-
morrow in appeals against
the conviction of Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI)
founder and former foreign
minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi in a cipher case.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq and Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb heard
the appeals.

During the proceeding,
the defence counsel said
that he brought the details
regarding the changing in
the statement of Azam
Khan. The chief justice said
that how it could be claimed
that Azam Khan changed
his statement.

Barrister Salman

Safdar said that Azam Khan
didn’t say that PTI founder
twisted the document and
used it for political benefit.
He said that the former
principal secretary had
stated that the PTI founder
said in front of military se-
curity that the copy of the
cipher is missing.

The court asked the
lawyer to read the state-
ment of Azam Khan under
section 164. The lawyer
said that the then prime
minister told the public
about cipher during a pro-
cession, adding that he was
not sure that whether the
PTI founder waved original
document or blank paper in
the gathering. Salman Safdar
said that the defence coun-
sels have crossed examined
Azam Khan during the trial.

Pakistan strongly condemns
Israeli attack on Iranian

Embassy in Syria
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan has strongly con-
demned an Israeli air attack
on the consular section of
the Iranian Embassy in
Syrian capital Damascus.

Foreign Office spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch in a statement on
Tuesday termed the attack
an unacceptable violation of
the sovereignty of Syria and
undermining its stability
and security.

The spokesperson said
the attack is a violation of
international law and the
UN Charter. She said at-
tacks against diplomats or
diplomatic facilities are also

illegal under the Vienna Con-
vention on Diplomatic Re-
lations of 1961. Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said the irre-
sponsible act of the Israeli
forces is a major escalation
in an already volatile region.

She called on the UN
Security Council to prevent
Israel from its adventurism
in the region and its illegal
acts attacking its neighbors
and targeting foreign diplo-
matic facilities. The spokes-
person offered deepest
condolences to the families
of the victims and the
people and the Government
of Iran on behalf of Paki-
stan.

Deputy Commissioner Swat says

Provision of quality medical
facilities in hospital top priority

of district administration
By Haroon Siraj

SWAT: Deputy Commis-
sioner Swat Dr. Qasim Ali
Khan on Tuesday visited
the Saidu Group of Teach-
ing hospitals.

Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Qasim Ali Khan made a
detailed visit to various
wards and departments of
the hospital to review the
performance of the Hospi-
tal. During his visit the Hos-
pital Management Commit-
tee meeting was also held in
the conference room of the
Medical Superintendent’s
office under the chairmanship
of Deputy Commissioner
Swat Dr. Qasim Ali Khan.

During the meeting the
past performance of Saidu
Group of Teaching Hospi-
tal was reviewed in detail
and a plan of action was pre-
pared for the next month.
The Chief Executive Dr
Israr ul Haq  and Medical
Superintendent Dr sharafat
ali gave a detailed briefing
regarding the overall perfor-
mance of Saidu Group of
Teaching Hospital, Swat

district, resources, machin-
ery and other issues in the
hospital and other impor-
tant issues were also dis-
cussed.

Deputy Commissioner
Swat Dr. Qasim Ali Khan
while appreciating the ser-
vices and performance of the
members of the Hospital
Management Committee
said that they should ensure
the best health facilities to
the people even with lim-
ited resources.  He said that
provision of quality medi-
cal facilities in the hospital
and improvement of all the
hospitals of Swat district
are among the top priori-
ties of the district adminis-
tration because only a
healthy society can lead the
country on the path of devel-
opment. Deputy Commis-
sioner urged the hospital
administra-tion to ensure the
provision of all medical fa-
cilities to the pa-tients in
wards and said that there
should be no in-terruption
in medical facilities for sur-
gical emergency patients.

Science Minister inaugurates a
5,000 fellowships programme

for Palestinian students
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology, Dr.
Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui
Tuesday inaugurated a
5,000 fellowships
programme for Palestinian
students in a ceremony held
here.

The second phase of
the programme is an-
nounced in collaboration
with the Association of Pri-
vate Universities of Paki-
stan (APSUP) and
COMSTECH consortium.

Federal Minister for
Science and Technology,
Dr. Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui, addressing the
event as a special guest, ex-
pressed his immense plea-
sure at initiating this timely
and significant step.

He said it is a gift from
Pakistan to the Palestinian
brothers. He highlighted the
importance of this large-
scale scholarship
programme in collaboration
with partner universities
from Pakistan and other

Muslim countries in pro-
moting science and technol-
ogy.

The minister empha-
sized that this initiative re-
flects the essential and in-
trinsic relations between
Palestine and Pakistan at all
levels, in line with the vi-
sion of the founder of Paki-
stan, Muhammad Ali
Jinnah.

Coordinator General of
COMSTECH, Professor
Dr. Muhammad Iqbal
Chaudhry revealed that in
the first phase of the
COMSTECH Palestine
programme, 500 fellow-
ships were announced in
various fields of science,
technology, health, and ag-
riculture.

He further disclosed
that  APSUP and
COMSTECH consortium
have pledged to offer 5,000
fellowships in the second
phase.

The official announce-
ment of this mega
programme will soon be

made by the Secretary-
General of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC), he added.

Secretary-General of
the OIC, Hussein Ibrahim
Taha emphasized that the
collaboration between
COMSTECH and private
sector universities’ associa-
tion in Pakistan and the es-
teemed Embassy of Pales-
tine in Islamabad is a sig-
nificant step in their deter-
mination.

He highlighted the
programme’s representa-
tion of hope amidst chal-
lenges for the Palestinian
people and commended the
unwavering commitment to
solidarity and support for
Palestinians through
COMSTECH.

Ambassador of Pales-
tine, Ahmad Jawad Rabie
expressed his happiness
and pride at being part of
the inaugural ceremony of
the COMSTECH
programme for Palestinian
students.

A seminar on
TB awareness

held
By Tanveer Ahmed

Soomro
MIRPUR MATHELO: A
seminar on TB awareness
was held in Mirpur
Mathelo, DHO Dr. Altaf
Soomro, District TB Fo-
cal Person Miss Jabeen
Shaikh and others partici-
pated,

According to the de-
tails regarding TB aware-
ness in Mirpur Mathelo.

The seminar was orga-
nized in which DHO Dr.
Altaf Soomro, District TB
Focal Person Ms. Jabeen
Shaikh and others partici-
pated. On this occasion,
DHO Dr. Altaf Soomro,
Dr. Aftab, District TB Fo-
cal Person Miss Jabeen
Shaikh, DM SARSO
Ashiq Kalwar, Principal
Irfan Arain, Dr. Zeb Nisa,
Irfan Siyal addressed and
said that the treatment of
TB It is possible that we
are starting an awareness
campaign regarding pos-
sible prevention, he added
that TB is a dangerous dis-
ease and its treatment is
possible.  Being held for
free in Sindh, an awareness
walk was also conducted
after the seminar in which
officers, doctors and other
staff of the Health Depart-
ment Ghotki participated
in large numbers.

Army, Wapda triumphs
All Pakistan Ramadan
Cup Basketball Titles

ISLAMABAD (INP):  Un-
beatable Pakistan Army and
Wapda A emerged victorious
in Women’s and Men’s de-
partmental categories of All
Pakistan 3x3 Ramadan Cup
Basketball Tournament,
which concluded here at Pa-
kistan Sports Complex
Islamabad. In a fiercely con-
tested match witnessed be-
tween Army and Lycans A
Club, Army team displayed
exceptional skills and tenac-
ity, battling until the end of the

match by securing
women’s title by 12-5
points. Aamina Mohsin of
Army emerged as the player
of the night, contributing a
stellar performance with 8
points along with Hadiya
added 3 points while
Mahrukh Ali scored 3
points for Lycans A.

In Men’s departmental
final Wapda A was too
strong against Wapda B con-
tinued their good show in the
tournament and thrashed
their opponent by 21-10

points. Wapda ace players
Kaleemullah and Zain ul
Hasan again led the winning
side by scoring 9 and 7
points respectively while
Amir Farooq scored 6 points
for the losing side. Pakistan
Basketball Federation
(PBBF) President Brig  (R )
Muhammad Iftikhar
Mansoor was the chief guest
of concluding ceremony
who presenting the winning
trophies and cash rewards
to the winning teams while
Deputy Director General
Pakistan Sports Board
(PSB) Muhammad Saeed
Akhtar, Pakistan Basketball
Federation Associate Secre-
tary and organizing commit-
tee secretary Ouj E Zahoor,
President Federal basketball
Association Ejaz Rafi Butt,
PBBF Chairman selection
Committee Col. ® Shujaat Ali
Rana, National Coach Malik
Muhammad Riaz, Muhammad
Azam Dar and other dignitar-
ies were also present in the
concluding ceremony.
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PIDE unveils comprehensive reform agenda for economic revival

ISLAMABAD: Kashmir Orphan Relief Trust distributing Ramadan Food
Packages to deserving and needy families in F-9 Park in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan Gulbar Khan calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Paki-
stan, Khazar Farhadov calls on Federal Minister
for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource
Development, Chaudhry Salik Hussain.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme Rana Mashhod Ahmed Khan in a meet-
ing with Managing Director PTDC.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman NDMA, Lt. Gen. Inam Haider Malik briefed about
the capabilities of NEOC to Islamabad Chamber of Commerce delegation at
NDMA HQS

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE)
has launched an ambitious
reform strategy, “ISLAAH:
Immediate Reform Agenda
- IMF and Beyond,” to
propel Pakistan towards
economic stability and
growth amid its looming fi-
nancial crises. This initia-
tive, embodying the ideals
of rethink, reform, and re-
vive, responds to Pakistan’s
urgent need for external fi-
nancing exceeding USD 120
billion over the next five
years, as highlighted by the
recent IMF Report. PIDE’s
strategy is a clarion call for
a systemic overhaul to en-
sure economic progress and
prosperity, moving beyond
the narrow interests that
often dominate the dis-
course on reform in Paki-
stan.

Former Deputy
Chairman of the Planning
Commission and Vice Chan-
cellor of the Pakistan Insti-
tute of Development Eco-
nomics (PIDE), Dr.
Nadeem ul Haque, empha-

sized the need for a com-
prehensive approach to ad-
dress Pakistan’s economic

challenges. The Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE) has
outlined an agenda aimed at
tackling key areas such as
regulatory modernization,
tax reform, market liberal-
ization, energy sector effi-
ciency, and improvements
in agriculture and banking.
A central component of this
strategy is the implemen-
tation of a ‘Regulatory
Guillotine’ to eliminate bur-
densome regulations hin-
dering business growth and
innovation.

The PIDE VC further

added that the agenda out-
lines a series of innovative
reforms designed to rejuve-

nate Pakistan’s economic
landscape. These include
debt restructuring and in-
tensified cooperation with
the IMF, comprehensive
tax reforms for a more busi-
ness-friendly environment,
and strategic opening of the
economy to prioritize ex-
ports and modernize im-
port regulations. Addition-
ally, it addresses energy
sector inefficiencies, agri-
cultural and banking sector
improvements, and the de-
velopment of real estate and
capital markets to encour-
age investment and deepen

capital market participa-
tion. The anticipated im-
pacts of these reforms are
substantial, promising to
catalyze investment, foster
job creation, and facilitate
higher GDP growth.

Addressing the his-
torical event, Dr. Ahmad
Waqar Qasim, Dr. Afia
Malik, and Dr. Mahmood
Khalid Senior Research
Economists of PIDE, also
took part in presenting
PIDE’s pioneering study.
They stated that PIDE’s
groundbreaking economic
reform initiative aims to
streamline governance by
addressing the burden of
122 regulatory bodies op-
erating directly under the
Federal Government, which
currently account for over
50% of the GDP, as re-
vealed by PIDE’s Sludge
Audits.

In our pursuit of eco-
nomic efficiency, it’s im-
perative to shift from a sys-
tem of permissions to clear
rules, as permissions not
only consume valuable time
and resources but also in-
cur significant documenta-

tion costs, both directly and
in terms of missed oppor-
tunities. To achieve this, we
must prioritize clear rules,
digitization, and market lib-
eralization, putting an end
to the bureaucratic pen-
chant for permissions and
paperwork, thereby over-
coming the
‘Permissionistan’ syn-
drome. Drawing inspiration
from India’s successful re-
forms in 1991, it’s evident
that piecemeal approaches
won’t suffice. Instead, we
advocate for the implemen-
tation of a regulatory guil-
lotine, a proven strategy
adopted by countries like
Hungary, Mexico, South
Korea, and the UAE, among
others. Nadeem ul Haque
further stated that amidst
the urgent need for tax sim-
plification and policy cer-
tainty, this budget season
demands immediate atten-
tion towards streamlining
taxes in a revenue-neutral
manner and ensuring stabil-
ity for a decade, with a com-
mitment to refrain from in-
troducing new taxes in each
budget cycle.

IFA taking action against
selling substandard,
expired food items

ICCI delegation lauds
NEOC’s proactive approach

towards public safety

Capital markets
witness huge rush

CDA adopting comprehensive strategy
to ensure best  facilities in hospitals

ISLAMABAD (APP): Capital Development Authority (CDA) is taking concrete steps to
make the Capital Hospital, a state-of-the-art, hospital besides providing best treatment
facilities to the patients there.

A comprehensive strategy is being adopted so that the patients visiting the hospi-
tals for medical treatment could not face any kind of difficulty.

In this regard, the administration of Capital Hospital has decided to purchase
‘Cochlear Implant devices’ for the country’s first public sector Cochlear Implant Center
established in CDA Hospital with all required modern facilities for the patients. A
budget of around 40 million rupees has also been allocated to implement the project.

According to the details, a modern Hearing Assessment System and other devices
would also be purchased from this allocated budget. In this connection, advertisements
have also been given in the newspapers. It should be noted that many deaf and speech-
impaired children have been treated under the supervision of expert surgeons and
doctors at the Cochlear Implant Center of the Capital Hospital. The CDA Board granted
the status of Cochlear Implant Center to make this facility more functional and a Center
of Excellence to make it a specialized center for deaf and hearing patients.

Police khidmat markaz
facilitates 12,237 citizens
during the last month

Thousands
Quran copies
distributed at

two Holy
Mosques

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Saudi Arabia’s Presi-
dency for Religious Affairs
of the Two Holy Mosques
continues to distribute
thousands of copies of the
Holy Quran to worshippers
and visitors to the two holy
mosques during the blessed
month of Ramazan.

To enrich the religious
experience of non-Arabic
speakers, the presidency
distributes copies of trans-
lated meanings of the
Quran, to take them home
as a cherished memory of
their time in Makkah and
Madinah, SPA reported.

The Saudi Arabia’s
Quran Affairs Department
is responsible for provid-
ing the Quran to visitors
and worshipers of the
Prophet’s Mosque. It pro-
vides translations for non-
Arabic speakers and
handles organizing the
Quran copies inside the
mosque, its expansions,
and courtyards.

SC summons petitioner
journalists seeking Intro

of media regulations

Dr Mukhtar reviews
PSDP health projects

SC admits Qasmi’s
appeal against removal

as MD PTV

PUC chairman condemns
Israel’s aggression against

Iran’s consulate in Damascus

PM directs to build Daanish
Schools in three GB divisions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday directed
the authorities concerned to
build Daanish Schools
across all three divisions of
Gilgit Baltistan to impart
world-class education and
accommodation facilities to
students from low-income
groups.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with GB Chief
Minister Gulbar Khan who
called on him, also consti-
tuted a committee to look
into the issues faced by GB
that would present its rec-
ommendations after consul-

tation with the stakehold-
ers.

The prime minister
assured the GB chief min-
ister that uplifting the GB
people by providing them
with education and health
facilities was among the fed-
eral government’s priorities.

He also sought recom-
mendations on the ways to
exploit the immense tour-
ism potential of GB, be-
sides instructing to expedite
work on Attabad and Harpo
hydropower projects.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz also sought a strat-
egy for execution of solar

power projects in Gilgit
Baltistan.

Federal Law and Jus-
tice Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar, Economic Affairs
Minister Ahad Khan
Cheema and relevant senior
officers attended the meet-
ing which deliberated on the
uplift of GB’s education,
health and tourism sectors.

The meeting was
briefed about the progress
on Attabad and Harpo hy-
dropower projects. It was
told that the said projects
would help provide an un-
interrupted power supply
to GB.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) visited the
National Emergencies Op-
eration Centre (NEOC) at
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(NDMA) Headquarters
here Tuesday to gain in-
sights into its operational
capacity and appreciated
the proactive approach of
the Centre towards public
safety during disasters.

The visit aimed to fa-
miliarize the delegation
with the cutting-edge facili-
ties and protocols in place
to handle emergencies ef-
fectively, a news release
said.

The delegation was
given a detailed briefing on
the operational capabilities

of the NEOC by Chairman
NDMA, Lt Gen Inam
Haider Malik. They were
given a comprehensive
overview of the Center’s
state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture, advanced technology
and the skilled personnel
tasked with managing emer-
gencies of various scales.

President of ICCI
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawri ex-
pressed his admiration for
the NEOC’s impressive ca-
pabilities and its commit-
ment to safeguarding the
people of Pakistan. He
lauded the Center’s proac-
tive approach towards en-
suring the safety and well-
being of the citizens, em-
phasizing the critical role it
plays in emergency re-
sponse and disaster man-
agement.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan on Tuesday sum-
moned the petitioner jour-
nalists who filed a case seek-
ing introduction of media
regulations in the country.

A three-member bench
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa,
heard the case pertaining to
the FIA’s notices to jour-
nalists. The court sought
written comments from re-
spondents and adjourned
the hearing for indefinite
time.

The court in its order
said that a request to with-
draw the petition related to
media regulation has been
filed.

It said neither the pe-
titioner came to the court
nor the lawyer, nor the ad-
vocate on record.

It further said, it was
claimed in the application
that now the federal gov-
ernment is looking into the
matter of media regulation
itself. However, the Attor-
ney General denied this at-
tribution to the govern-
ment, the court noted.

The court said that
the Pakistan Federal Union
of Journalists (PFUJ) has
been made as a respondent
in this case and no one has

raised an objection on it. It
said that the lawyer has told
that a report of Rawalpindi
Islamabad Union of Jour-
nalists (RIUJ) is available
regarding the abduction of
Matiullah Jan. The court
asked the respondents to
submit this report.

Press Association of
Supreme Court (PAS) law-
yer Barrister Salahuddin
took a position during the
hearing that a petition of
public interest cannot be
withdrawn.

During the hearing, the
chief justice remarked that
false news was aired related
to his wife which could
have given a wrong impres-
sion. He asked whether the
responsible should be
served contempt of court
notice and be sent to jail
after indicting them.

The CJP asked
whether the membership of
a journalist would be abol-
ished for running false
news.

Barrister Salahuddin
said that the membership
could be abolished after giv-
ing a show cause notice to
the concern person.  The
lawyer said that such
events happened because
the defamation law in the
country was not strong.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on National
Health Services, Regula-
tions, and Coordination Dr.
Malik Mukhtar Ahmed on
Monday received a briefing
on the Public Sector Devel-
opment Program (PSDP)
projects of the Ministry.

Federal Secretary
Health Iftikhar Ali
Shallwani, along with senior
officials of the Ministry of
Health briefed the Coordi-
nator to PM on the scope
of ongoing initiatives and
utilization of resources to-
wards the improvement of
healthcare infrastructure

and services.
The discussion in the

briefing centered on evalu-
ating the progress of ongo-
ing PSDP projects, identi-
fying potential challenges,
and formulating strategies
for their timely comple-
tion. Dr. Malik Mukhtar
Ahmed emphasized the
need for innovation, trans-
parency, and accountability
in the execution of PSDP
projects to maximize their
impact and ensure optimal
utilization of resources.

He stressed the need
of institutional reforms in
healthcare facilities and
regulatory organizations.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan on Tuesday issued
written order pertaining to
the acceptance of the re-
view petitions and with-
drawal of its judgment re-
garding the termination of
Ata ul Haq Qasmi as Man-
aging Director Pakistan
Television (PTV).

The top court in its
five page judgment said,
“The factual determination
of the purported loss was
arbitrary and also incor-
rect”. Mr. Qasmi was paid
just a little more than his

predecessor, which, if infla-
tion is factored in, would
be justified. And, it was a
material C.R.Ps.835 of 2018
etc 5 error to assume that
Mr. Qasmi’s programme’s
air time was lost revenue; it
could also be contended
that his programme contrib-
uted towards PTV’s earn-
ings. It would not be fair to
penalize someone on the
basis of mere conjecture.
There is no evidence to sug-
gest that an amount of
Rs.197,867,491 was paid
to Mr. Qasmi or that he had
caused such a loss to PTV.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Police,
Khidmat Markaz have fa-
cilitated 12,237 citizens
with different services re-
lating to issuance of char-
acter certificate, foreign reg-
istration, tenants registra-
tion and house servants,
general police verification
and report of missing items.

A police public rela-
tions officer said that, fol-
lowing the special directions
of senior police officers, the
Islamabad Capital Police
were taking all possible

measures and initiatives in
order to provide maximum
facilities to the citizens of
Islamabad.

In this regard, the
Islamabad Capital Police
Khidmat Markaz has pro-
vided several services to the
citizens including issuance
of 2,761 character certifi-
cates after the complete
verification by police sta-
tions concerned, 2,244 gen-
eral police verification, 553
exit certificates to foreign-
ers, 653 reports of missing
documents and valuables.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil (PUC) Chairman, Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi on Tues-
day vehemently con-
demned the Israeli brazen
act of aggression against
Iran’s consulate in Dam-
ascus, Syria.

He, in a statement, ex-
pressed his profound dis-
may over the unwarranted
assault on the diplomatic
mission of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

The PUC chairman
described the attack as a
flagrant violation of inter-
national law and a blatant
disregard for diplomatic
norms, emphasizing that
such belligerent actions
only serve to escalate ten-
sions and destabilize the
region further.

“The assault on Iran’s
consulate in Damascus is a
reprehensible act of aggres-
sion that must be unequivo-
cally condemned by the in-
ternational community,”
Ashrafi said adding, “It is
imperative for nations to
uphold the principles of

sovereignty and respect for
diplomatic premises, re-
gardless of political differ-
ences.”

Ashrafi urged the
United Nations Security
Council to take immediate
and decisive action to hold
Israel accountable for its
actions, stressing the need
for a robust international
response to deter further
acts of aggression in the re-
gion. Moreover, he said this
egregious crime had gar-
nered significant condemna-
tion from Saudi Arabia, Pa-
kistan, United Arab Emir-
ates, Kuwait and other
Muslim nations worldwide.
“This condemnation signi-
fies unity among the Mus-
lim Ummah and delivers a
resolute message to Israel,
rejecting its brutalities in all
forms and manifestations,”
he maintained.

“The attack on Iran’s
consulate in Damascus is
not just an attack on Iran,
but an attack on the sanc-
tity of diplomatic missions
and the principles of inter-
national law,” Ashrafi as-
serted adding,

ISLAMABAD (APP):
With the start of the third
Ashra of Ramazan, Eid
shopping had gained mo-
mentum and the citizens
were thronging bazaars and
malls.

A great rush is being
witnessed in almost all
shopping malls and bazaars
including Jinnah Super
Market, Aabpara, Karachi
company, F-10 Markaz and
other markets of the city.

Several local brands
have begun displaying their
latest Eid editions of
dresses, shoes, and other
essential accessories to at-
tract buyers and gain maxi-
mum profits.

The shopkeepers
have decorated their shops
with colourful lights to at-
tract customers.

A large number of
women and children are
thronging to markets to
purchase clothes, footwear,
cosmetics, henna, bangles

and other items.
As the festival of Eid

comes closer, the stalls of
beautifully designed color-
ful bangles, jewellery and
mehndi in the markets of
the city have been set up
which are attracting the cus-
tomers.

Number of famous
shops also offering upto
fifty percent discount to
attract customers. How-
ever, the buyers also com-
plaining of the price hike on
the occasion of Eid.

A customer said that
parents and children are un-
willing to compromise on
purchasing Eid clothes and
gifts no matter how much
prices rise.

The sale of ready-
made garments also in-
creased in the last days of
Ramazan when garment
outlets displayed various
ready-made clothes on sale
which were attracting cus-
tomers, said a shopkeeper.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Strict and legal action
against the substandard,
unhygienic and expired food
items is underway as the
Islamabad Food Authority
(IFA) continued its cam-
paign across the federal
capital. According to
Deputy Director Opera-
tions (DDO) of IFA Dr
Tahira Saddique, the au-
thority in its ongoing op-
eration launched against the
unhygienic food outlets in
the Federal Capital, in-
spected 30 points and a fine
of Rs 110,000 was  imposed
on violations.
Talking to APP on Tuesday,
She said the IFA accompa-
nied by Food Safety Teams

(FSTs) launched cracked
down on a well-known bak-
ery in Margalla Town for
selling bakery items that
failed to meet safety stan-
dards.

Additionally, large
quantities of substandard
bakery items, beverages,
sweets, and vegetables were
also seized and discarded by
the Food Authority teams.

She said that the con-
fiscated items include 4.65
expire ketch up, and 60.2
kg bakery items, 25.25
beverages, 2.48 kg sweets,
and 1 kg vegetables.

Meanwhile, warnings
and improvement notices
were also served to differ-
ent shop keepers.

LHCBA
moves SC on

matter of
judicial inquiry
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Lahore High Court Bar As-
sociation (LHCBA) has
filed petition in Supreme
Court (SC) in connection
with judicial inquiry on the
letter of 6 judges of
Islamabad High Court
(IHC).

The LHCBA while
making federal government
and others respondents has
requested S C to conduct
judicial inquiry in connec-
tion with 6 judges letter
from supreme court judges.

SC was requested to
annul  the commission con-
stituted by the government.
SC should itself hold in-
quiry on the matter of
judges letter. Those found
responsible for intimidating
judges and interfering in
court’s matters  be given
exemplary punishment.

IHC seeks
report regarding
shifting Pervaiz

Elahi to jail
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday sought
report regarding shifting of
former chief minister
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi from PIMS hospital
to Adiala Jail.

The court instructed
the Executive Director
PIMS hospital to clarify
that why the accused was
shifted to jail during his
medical treatment.

Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri heard
the case filed by the wife of
Pervaiz Elahi, Qaisra Elahi.
The petitioner’s lawyer
adopted the stance that
Pervaiz Elahi received inju-
ries as he fell down in Adiala
Jail.

The doctors have ad-
vised to shift the accused
to PIMS hospital for his
medical supervision.

The doctors suggested
two weeks complete bed
rest to the accused and in-
structed to keep him in in-
tensive care, the lawyer said,
adding that medical treat-
ment was a fundamental
right of every citizen as per
the constitution.

Naat
competition

held at AIOU
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) organized a
Naat competition between
students of colleges and
universities of Rawalpindi
and Islamabad, in which 18
students from different in-
stitutions participated and
recited Naats.

Vice Chancellor,
AIOU, Professor Dr. Nasir
Mahmood was the chief
guest while Director Gen-
eral Regional Services
(DGRS), Dr. Malik Tauqir
Ahmed Khan hosted the
event.

In his address, Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood said that it is a
great blessing to present the
Naat of our Holy Prophet
(S.A.W) and there is no
competition or position in
it, but it is an expression of
devotion and love.
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Letter inquiry
There has been a twist in the
tale. After the Supreme Court
last week deferred to the fed-
eral cabinet, asking it to deal
with a disturbing letter six
Islamabad High Court justices
had addressed to the chief
justice, observers had worried
that a government-sponsored
inquiry into intelligence opera-
tives’ alleged interference in
judicial affairs would prove to
be a non-starter.

Even as voices from within
the legal community were still
criticising the Supreme Court
for neglecting its responsibil-
ity and ceding full control over
the inquiry to the govern-
ment, a respected former
judge, retired chief justice
Tassaduq Hussain Jillani, was
duly appointed to head the
inquiry commission tasked
with looking into the judges’
letter.

By Monday, however — fol-
lowing an open statement
from more than 300 lawyers,
amidst whispers that the six
IHC justices may be consider-
ing directly petitioning the Su-
preme Court, and a polite ‘no,
thank you’ from Mr Jillani —
the scheme seemed to have
fallen apart.

Accepting demands that the
letter be taken up by the Su-
preme Court under its juris-
diction defined in Article
184(3), Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Isa announced on Mon-
day that his court had taken
suo motu notice of the mat-
ter. A seven-member bench
will take the case up for hear-
ing tomorrow. Although some
concerns regarding the size
and composition of the bench
have been raised by certain
quarters, the development is
a breakthrough for the legal
community and is being seen
as a positive step.

It is hoped that the court
will now arrange for the pro-
ceedings to be broadcast live,
as in past important cases.
The issues raised by the six
justices of the Islamabad High
Court have caused quite a sen-
sation, and it would, there-
fore, be in the public interest
if they are also addressed
transparently.

The legal community de-
serves much credit for refus-
ing to accept a compromise in
the form of an inquiry commis-
sion and pushing for the let-
ter to be taken up by the Su-
preme Court.

Mr Jillani’s well-reasoned
refusal to sit in inquiry over
six serving justices also de-
serves commendation. The
former chief justice of Paki-
stan, while thanking the gov-
ernment for its consideration,
courteously pointed out that
since the letter had been ad-
dressed to the Supreme Judi-
cial Council and its chairman,
it would be improper of him to
interfere in an institutional
matter. He also objected to the
inquiry’s terms of reference,
as set by the government,
noting that they did not seem
relevant to the issue raised in
the judges’ letter, namely, a
consultation on what judges
must do when they are placed
under duress. In doing so, Mr
Jillani greatly strengthened
the argument that others had
been making: the judiciary
must address this issue inter-
nally. One now hopes it will
do so enthusiastically.

“Should Dr. Arif Alvi Fill the Leadership Vacuum in PTI?”
By Qamar Bashir

Press Secretary to the President(Rtd); Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC

Dr. Arif Alvi, the former
President, possesses a
wealth of attributes that
make him a distinguished
figure in the political
arena.  In essence, Dr.
Alvi embodies the quali-
ties of an astute politician
with a positive, creative,
and non-violent ap-
proach to governance.
Dr. Arif Alvi’s political
journey began in 1979
with Jamaat-e-Islami (JI),
where he opposed mar-
tial law under General
Zia-ul-Haq. He later be-
came a founding member
of PTI in 1996, serving as
its Sindh president. De-
spite navigating through
General Pervez
Musharraf’s martial law,
he secured a National
Assembly seat from
Karachi in 2013 and won
against MQM-P heavy-
weight Dr. Farooq Sattar
in 2018. Known for his
loyalty to Imran Khan,
Alvi assumed the presi-
dency in 2018, navigat-
ing Pakistan’s volatile
political landscape effec-
tively with a few hiccups
here and there.

Having success-
fully completed his ten-
ure as the supreme com-
mander of the armed
forces of Pakistan and
head of all three pillars
of the state, Dr. Alvi now
faces a pivotal moment
in his political career.
With the leadership
vacuum in PTI growing
wider each passing day,
exacerbated by the incar-
ceration of its founding
chairman, Mr. Imran
Khan, the need for Alvi
to assume an active role
in the party has never
been more apparent.
Imran Khan’s likely pro-
longed detention under-
scores the urgency for
Alvi to step up, espe-

cially as other key lead-
ers of PTI find them-
selves either in jail or in
hiding due to alleged
state oppression. As PTI
grapples with these un-
precedented challenges,
Alvi’s leadership and
guidance could prove
instrumental in navigat-
ing the party through
turbulent times and
charting a course to-
wards stability and resil-
ience.

PTI’s leadership is
currently dominated by
lawyers, often labeled as
“paratroopers” by ana-
lysts. These individuals
lack a political back-
ground and grassroots
support, making them ill-
equipped to handle the
intricacies of political
maneuvering effectively.
Their tendency to resort
to legal battles instead of
leveraging popular sup-
port has been detrimen-
tal to the party’s inter-
ests. This lack of politi-
cal acumen has signifi-
cantly undermined PTI’s
standing and effective-
ness, leading to its near-
complete disarray.

Their failures have
been glaring: firstly, their
inability to defend their
own chairman entangled
in numerous frivolous
cases and subsequent
incarceration. Secondly,
their failure to secure the
release of key political
figures and thousands of
workers unjustly impris-
oned. Thirdly, the loss of
the party’s election sym-
bol resulted in a signifi-
cant blow to PTI’s elec-
toral prospects and
brand value. Fourthly,
their actions inadvert-
ently led to the absorp-
tion of newly elected
members into a sectarian
political party, further
tarnishing PTI’s identity.
Lastly, they were unable
to defend the allocation
of reserve seats for
women and minorities,
strengthening rival par-
ties at PTI’s expense.
These missteps have not
only weakened PTI but
have also alienated cer-

tain segments of its sup-
port base.

Their professional
mindset predisposes
them to view fellow law-
yers as adversaries, con-
tributing to a lack of
unity within PTI. This
absence of cohesion, a
hallmark of effective po-
litical parties, has left PTI
fractured. Divergent
opinions among self-as-
sumed leaders mirror the
courtroom dynamics of
lawyers competing for
favorable outcomes, re-
sulting in internal dis-
cord and confusion. As
a consequence, PTI
finds itself in a state of
disarray, unable to
present a unified front or
pursue a cohesive
agenda.

During the PTI gov-
ernment, I had the privi-
lege of serving as Direc-
tor General to two PTI
ministers, Fawad
Hussain and Shibli Faraz,
and developed a close
relationship with Mr.
Shah Mehmood Qureshi.
From my experiences ac-
companying Mr. Qureshi
on official and unofficial
engagements as Press
Attache in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, and
later in Geneva, Switzer-
land, I observed their ex-
ceptional abilities. In my
opinion, their presence
at the forefront of PTI
leadership, the lawyers
and Mr. Raoof Hassan
had a marginal role in PTI
decision making. But in
the absence of the politi-
cal leadership, despite
their sincere intentions,
these lawyers-turned-
PTI leaders have inad-
vertently damaged the
party’s standing and un-
dermined the political
capital built by PTI’s
founder, Mr. Imran Khan.

While PTI owes
gratitude to lawyers and
Mr. Raoof Hassan, who
is renowned for his ex-
ceptional writing and
keen political insight, it
is undeniable that they
cannot match the experi-
ence and expertise of
genuine politicians due

to many pressing rea-
sons.

Genuine politicians
bring years of political
activism, governance,
and public service to
their roles, allowing them
to navigate complex chal-
lenges with finesse.
Their understanding of
political dynamics, con-
stituency needs, and
policymaking processes
equips them to handle
intricate political maneu-
vering, coalition-build-
ing, and effective con-
stituency engagement.
In contrast, lawyers-
turned-politicians may
initially lack direct politi-
cal experience, present-
ing challenges in grasp-
ing the nuances of po-
litical dynamics and ef-
fectively engaging with
constituents.

Secondly, genuine
politicians often have
strong roots in their con-
stituencies and a pro-
found connection with
the concerns and aspira-
tions of the people they
represent. Their
longstanding presence
and engagement within
communities allow them
to establish meaningful
connections with con-
stituents and address
their needs effectively.
Conversely, lawyers
turned politicians may
encounter difficulties in
building such connec-
tions, especially if they
lack prior experience in
community engagement
or grassroots organizing.

Thirdly, genuine
politicians typically
demonstrate strong lead-
ership qualities, includ-
ing the ability to make
tough decisions, build
consensus, and inspire
confidence among party
members and support-
ers. Their leadership is
characterized by a keen
understanding of politi-
cal dynamics and a com-
mitment to advancing the
interests of their con-
stituents. While lawyers
turned politicians may
bring analytical skills
and legal expertise to the

table, they may face chal-
lenges in adapting their
approach to the broader
demands of political lead-
ership, including build-
ing alliances and navi-
gating internal party dy-
namics.

Given the context
outlined above, it be-
comes apparent why it is
crucial for former Presi-
dent Alvi, a close asso-
ciate of Imran Khan and
someone with deep ties
to PTI, to step forward
and provide political
leadership to the party.

As a genuine politi-
cian with years of expe-
rience in governance
and public service, Alvi
possesses the neces-
sary acumen to navigate
the complex challenges
faced by PTI. His under-
standing of constitu-
ency needs and ability to
establish meaningful
connections with con-
stituents can help rein-
vigorate the party’s
grassroots support.

Moreover, Alvi’s
demonstrated leadership
qualities, including his
track record of making
tough decisions and
building consensus,
make him well-suited to
unite the party and pro-
vide a clear direction
amidst internal turmoil.
His commitment to ad-
vancing the interests of
PTI supporters and ad-
dressing their concerns
underscores the impor-
tance of his leadership at
this critical juncture.

By stepping for-
ward, Alvi can work to-
wards reclaiming PTI’s
iconic symbol and disas-
sociating it from sectar-
ian affiliations, thereby
restoring the party’s
brand value and integ-
rity. Additionally, his ef-
forts to secure the re-
lease of Imran Khan and
other imprisoned party
members would signal a
commitment to uphold-
ing democratic prin-
ciples and ensuring jus-
tice for all PTI members.

With over ten
months of experience

working closely with Dr.
Arif Alvi as his press
secretary and media ad-
visor, I can attest to his
wisdom, articulate na-
ture, and exceptional
team-building skills. As
a statesman, Dr. Alvi en-
visions a vibrant, for-
ward-looking, modern,
and prosperous Paki-
stan. During his over
five-year tenure, he per-
sistently masterminded
P a k i s t a n - s p e c i f i c
COVID-19 protocols,
saving many lives and
positioning the country
favorably compared to
others worldwide. Dr.
Alvi emphasized the im-
portance of fast-tracked
education and skill de-
velopment through
smart and effective
short-duration courses
to uplift illiterate and un-
skilled segments, trans-
forming them into
wealth-generating as-
sets. He advocated for
leveraging the latest
technological advance-
ments such as quantum
computing, internet of
things, big data manage-
ment, artificial intelli-
gence, and virtual reality.
Additionally, he high-
lighted the significance
of research and develop-
ment as essential for
achieving fast-track
progress and develop-
ment. On the social front,
Dr. Alvi’s advocacy for
early detection of breast
cancer, addressing men-
tal health issues, and
promoting inclusivity for
differently-abled indi-
viduals underscores his
commitment to social
causes.

Overall, Alvi’s lead-
ership is essential in re-
asserting PTI’s position
as a formidable political
force, reuniting the party
under a unified vision,
and overcoming the
challenges that lie ahead.
His experience, integrity,
and dedication to serv-
ing the people make him
a fitting candidate to
lead PTI effectively and
take the country towards
a brighter future.

Upholding Global Peace:

Ayaz Sadiq’s Stand at the 148th IPU Assembly
By Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal

The recent 148th Assembly of
the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) held in Geneva
witnessed impassioned
speeches and deliberations on
crucial global issues. Among
the voices resonating through
the halls of diplomacy was
that of Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, representing Pakistan.
His address not only under-
scored Pakistan’s commit-
ment to peace and interna-
tional cooperation but also
shed light on pressing humani-
tarian concerns and the im-
perative for collective action.
His poignant remarks served
as a clarion call for collective
action to address pressing glo-
bal challenges and uphold the
principles of justice, dignity,
and solidarity on the world
stage.

In his address, Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq conveyed
Pakistan’s deep appreciation
for the IPU’s longstanding
efforts in promoting peace and
understanding worldwide.
Emphasizing Pakistan’s pride
in its membership since 1948,
he reaffirmed the nation’s un-
wavering support for the
IPU’s noble objectives.

Central to Sadiq’s dis-
course was Pakistan’s unwa-
vering solidarity with the
people of Gaza amidst the
harrowing humanitarian crisis
unfolding in the region. He
condemned the indiscriminate
violence perpetrated against
civilians, particularly women
and children, and called for ur-
gent international intervention
to address the dire situation.

Moreover, Speaker
Ayaz Sadiq reiterated
Pakistan’s steadfast support
for the rights of the Kashmiri
people, highlighting the long-
standing oppression and de-
nial of self-determination in
the occupied territory. He
urged the international com-
munity to uphold human

rights principles and advocate
for the resolution of the Kash-
mir conflict in accordance
with UN Security Council
resolutions. Beyond regional
concerns, Sadiq underscored
the global imperative of ad-
dressing climate change, par-
ticularly its disproportionate
impact on developing coun-
tries like Pakistan. He empha-
sized the urgent need for con-
certed international action to
mitigate the effects of climate
change and protect vulnerable
communities from its adverse
consequences. Furthermore,
Speaker Sadiq touched upon
the transformative potential
of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and the importance of under-
standing its implications for
governance, democracy and
human rights. He emphasized
the need for parliamentarians
to engage in informed dis-
course on AI to ensure that
policies reflect the best inter-
ests of their constituents.

Beyond thematic dis-
cussions, the IPU Assembly
offers valuable opportunities
for parliamentarians to engage

in bilateral meetings and net-
working sessions. Speaker
Sadiq’s participation likely fa-
cilitated dialogues with coun-
terparts from various coun-
tries, enabling the exchange of
ideas, experiences, and best
practices. He participated in
sideline meetings with distin-
guished figures such as former
IPU President Mr. Duarte
Pacheco, as well as Speakers
and delegates from countries
including Mr. Saqr Ghobash,
Speaker of the Federal Na-
tional Council of UAE, Mr.
Johari Abdul, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of
Malaysia, Mr. Vyacheslav
Volodin, Chairman of the State
Duma of the Federal Assem-
bly of Russian Federation and
Dr. Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, Speaker of the Is-
lamic Consultative Assembly
of Iran and Mr. Hassan
Abdullah Al-Ghanim,
Speaker of the Shura Council
of the State of Qatar. These
meetings underscored
Pakistan’s commitment to
fostering constructive dia-
logue and cooperation at both

regional and global levels.
Additionally, the partici-

pation of other Pakistani par-
liamentarians in various fo-
rums and committees at the
IPU Assembly highlights the
breadth of Pakistan’s engage-
ment with international par-
liamentary diplomacy. Ms.
Hina Rabbani Khar MNA
along with Ms. Wajeeha
Qamar MNA and Senator
Saadia Abbasi participated in
the Forum of Women Parlia-
mentarians, highlighting the
increasing involvement of
women in legislative affairs.
Moreover, Senator Ali Zafar
and Mr. Umair Khan Niazi
MNA, took part in the Co-
ordination Meeting of the
Asian Parliamentary Assem-
bly (APA), emphasizing re-
gional cooperation and diplo-
macy. In another instance,
Syed Naveed Qamar MNA,
Barrister Aqeel Malik MNA
and Senator Farooq H. Naek
contributed to the Standing
Committee on Sustainable
Development, indicating a
focus on environmental and
social issues. Furthermore,

Barrister Aqeel Malik MNA,
Mr. Ahmed Atteeq Anwer,
MNA and Mr. Umair Khan
Niazi MNA participated in
the Forum of Young Parlia-
mentarians of the IPU, show-
casing the involvement of the
younger generation in shap-
ing legislative agendas. Mean-
while, Senator Saadia Abbasi,
Senator Ali Zafar, Barrister
Aqeel Malik MNA and Syed
Amin-ul-Haq, MNA contrib-
uted to the Standing Commit-
tee on UN Affairs, reflecting
Pakistan’s commitment to in-
ternational affairs and diplo-
macy. Mr. Tahir Hussain, Sec-
retary General and Syed
Shamoon Hashmi Special
Secretary also took part in the
ASGP meeting, likely focus-
ing on administrative and pro-
cedural matters within the
parliamentary structure.
Overall, these engagements
demonstrate Pakistan’s active
participation in both regional
and global parliamentary plat-
forms, addressing diverse is-
sues ranging from gender equal-
ity to sustainable development
and international diplomacy.

Pro-poor reform

Dr Niaz Murtaza
The new set-up must
quickly undertake substan-
tial reforms to save our mori-
bund economy and ensure
durable economic stability,
productive growth, equity
and sustainability. The IMF,
think tanks, business groups,
etc. mainly propose techni-
cal reforms, such as deregu-
lation and privatisation, to
loosen the hold of an elite-
run state on markets, assum-
ing — against global evidence
— that unbridled markets
can ensure progress. How-
ever, the elites that run our

state run markets too. Thus,
many state ills actually stem
from market ills — twin defi-
cits exist partially as busi-
nesses seek endless subsidies
and engage in tax evasion and
can’t compete globally. The
outcome is that one can’t re-
form the state without re-
forming markets as market
elites will soon recapture it.

Reforms in which the
bulk of the populace barely
figures will produce an elite-
run market that fails on all
four aims mentioned above.
With the Soviet state-mo-
nopolist model proved infea-
sible, the way forward is a
welfare-cum developmental
state that mainly serves the
interests of the poor and also
ensures that markets provide
fair avenues to them. Such
reforms must target the state
and market, make masses
their focus and use their po-
litical mobilisation as the key
force to unleash reform.

The starting point
must be a review of the fac-
tors that cause poverty

among the masses, ie, small
producers and labourers in
rural and urban areas in Paki-
stan. Such bottom-up analy-
sis will reveal not only the
lack of economic and social
investment by the state as
key factors but also the
people’s exploitation and
marginalisation by markets
and local elites. It will lead to
a comprehensive structural
reform agenda that covers
legislation, policies, strate-
gies, projects, services and in-
stitutional reform at the fed-
eral, provincial and local lev-
els, unlike the usual band-aid
welfare.

The agenda will expand
the poor’s ownership of as-
sets (including land reforms)
and access to credit, skills and
technology; and ensure the
rule of law to protect them
from elite abuses. It will ex-
pand locally devolved qual-
ity education, health, family
planning and other social ser-
vices; and support commu-
nity-based groups which
mobilise and advocate for the

poor to increase their bargain-
ing power in markets and
politics. Minorities, women,
and far-flung areas must be
the top priority.

This major investment
in the poor will not only
serve ethical concerns but
also become the main driver
of national progress as re-
duced poverty ignites
growth that benefits all. De-
spite our large population,
our internal market is small,
given low incomes. Increas-
ing people’s incomes will
expand the size of the na-
tional market and profits for
producers. This, in turn, will
again create jobs, and expand
incomes and the national
market size, thus igniting a
virtuous cycle of progress.
The poor spend more on lo-
cal goods than the rich, ben-
efiting local producers and
the external account.

This sharp focus on the
poor would serve as the foun-
dation for reforms in policy
areas that hog mainstream
reform agendas, such as fis-

cal, external, investment,
state enterprise and energy
issues. But the policy steps
in even these areas will now
centralise and protect the in-
terests of the poor. To
achieve fiscal balances, the
state would only give tar-
geted subsidies to the poor,
eliminate elite and universal
subsidies, focus more on di-
rect taxes on untaxed sectors
to generate enough resources
for the increased investment
in the poor, and avoid indi-
rect taxes that burden the
poor.

To end oligopolies in
industrial realms that rig both
markets and the state, the
state would ensure invest-
ment flows to small and me-
dium firms, not just large
market elites, in new sectors
that yield jobs, productivity
and ex--ports to ensure trade
balances. Smart regulation
will replace deregulation and
broader state units restruc-
turing will replace only
privatisation. The result
would be a pro-poor indus-

trial policy but also agrarian
and informal sector policies
that mainstream ecological
concerns.

This agenda goes be-
yond reforms and actually
restructures society in favour
of the masses. But such
change can only come from
long-term political
mobilisation around this
agenda to help grassroots
progressive parties win
power. In the interim,
though, such an agenda can
help pinpoint the perils of
pro-elite reforms champi-
oned by mainstream sources
and put pressure on them to
adopt at least some of its el-
ements. The PTI clearly does
not have such a progressive
agenda. But it has shown
how social media-run youth
mobilisation can help defeat
well-resourced, establish-
ment-backed parties. The use
of such mobilisation by pro-
gressive parties around a
pro-poor agenda represents
a clear and exciting path to
real change.
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LAHORE: Opposition Leader in Punjab Assembly,
Malik Muhammad Ahmad Bachar is talking to the
media with other MPAs, on the occasion of the sen-
ate election.

ASTORE: Gilgit-Baltistan Disaster Management
Authority workers removing snow from the road
and clearing road for vehicles in the valley.

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif chairing a special meeting focusing on
electricity theft, established a task force to tackle electricity pilferage at the district level.

KARACHI: Members of Covid Staff Alliance Heath Department Sindh are
holding protest demonstration against non-payment of their dues salaries
and for acceptance of their demands, held at Karachi press club.

KARACHI: A view of traffic jam on MA Jinnah Road before Iftar in the
Provincial Capital.

ABBOTTABAD: Police Rapid Response Force
officials are taking part in mock exercise as a
practice to defend in perception of any terrorist
attack, held in Abbottabad.

LAHORE: Students watching the calligraphy
exhibition at Alhamra Art Council.

CM launches Naya Dour,
Saaf Suthra Lahore initiative

Maryam also sets up task force to check electricity theft
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, chairing a meeting
here on Tuesday,
announced the launch of a
‘Naya Dour, Saaf Suthra
Lahore’ initiative, under
which all major and minor
roads of Lahore will be
repaid and constructed,
streets paved, tuff tiles
installed, and 222,000
streetlights  restored.

The CM gave a 3-
month deadline to complete
the comprehensive
development plan of
Lahore, saying that she

wanted to see every street
and neighborhood clean.
She said that she herself
will review its
implementation after every
ten days. People should
also support the
government in this
cleanliness drive, he
appealed. She also directed
to make all water filtration
plants of Lahore functional
at the earliest.

Earlier, Water and
Sanitation Agency (WASA)
gave a detailed presentation
on drainage and sewerage
rehabilitation, construction
and repair project in 9

zones of Lahore. A sewer
master plan and the
construction of water
collecting tanks were also
discussed in the meeting.

The CM directed
WASA to present a detailed
plan of phase-wise increase
in its jurisdiction,
construction of water
collecting tanks, and the
requirement of human
resource and machinery
accordingly.

Senior Provincial
Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb, former senator
Pervaiz  Rashid, Provincial
Minister for Information

and Culture Azma Zahid
Bukhari, Provincial
Minister for Local
Government and
Community Development
Zeeshan Rafique, MPA
Sania Ashiq, Special
Assistant Zeeshan Malik,
Chief Secretary, Chairman
P&D, Secretary Housing,
Commissioner, Deputy
Commissioner and other
officers concerned attended
the meeting.

Meanwhile, Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif, chairing a
special meeting focusing on
electricity theft.

CM Sindh vows to improve
law, order situation, to

win 12 Senate seats
KARACHI (APP): The
Chief Minister of Sindh,
Syed Murad Ali Shah, has
stated that his government
is implementing strict
measures to improve law
and order in the province.

These measures
include addressing street
crime in Karachi and
kidnapping for ransom in
the riverine area.

He also acknowledged
that the law & order
situation during their last
tenure was not
satisfactory, and it further
deteriorated during the
caretaker government.

However, his
government is committed

to improving the situation
and is taking steps to
achieve this goal.

This he said while
talking to media at Sindh
Assembly where he
reached to cast his vote for
Senate election on
Tuesday.

To a question, Shah
stated that during his last
term, he implemented
effective measures to
control law and order in the
province.

He stated that street
crime in the city was
brought under control and
police pickets were
established along the Indus
River embankment to

restrict the bandits inside
the Kutcha area. Although
he admitted that the law &
order situation was not
perfect, it was not as bad
as it was witnessed in
January and February.

Murad Ali Shah
further added that his
government was taking
strict measures to crush
street criminals and dacoits
and he promised that the
situation would improve
shortly.

In response to a
question about the Senate
election, the CM informed
that his party had decided
to get 12 candidates elected
from the Sindh Assembly.

Governor chairs meeting
on launch of IT program

in Hyderabad
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori chaired a meeting
regarding the launch of the
IT program in Hyderabad.

Governor Sindh said
that after the test, 50,000
students of Hyderabad will
be given admission to the
information technology
course.

It is gratifying that
more than 6,000 students
have registered themselves
in two days after the launch
of the program’s website,
he noted.

Tessori  said that
under this program the
youth will be self-

sufficient and able to earn
their livelihood.

He said that this
program will be started in
other districts of Sindh
very soon. The series of
tests will start within two
months under the IT
program, he added.

The Governor Sindh
said that this program will
be a ray of hope for the
disappointed youth and
will prove to be very
important for the economy
of the country.

Head of Saylani
Welfare Trust Maulana
Bashir Farooqui also
participated in the meeting,

Momination papers of Murad, Swati others

PHC dismisses petitions
against acceptance
for senate election

PESHAWAR (Online):
Peshawar High Court
(PHC)  while upholding
appellant  tribunal decision
has dismissed the petitions
against approval of
nomination papers of PTI
leaders Murad Saeed,
Azam Swati  and others for
Senate election.

They are candidates
for Senate election.

The petition against
acceptance of nomination
papers of Murad Saeed for
Senate election came up for
hearing  before  Justice
Arshid Ali and justice
Waqar Ahmad of PHC
Tuesday.

The counsel for
Murad Saeed told the
court Taj Muhammad
Afridi has withdrawn his
nomination papers and he
is no more candidate for
Senate election.  He cannot
raise objection now being
not candidate for Senate
election.Amir Javed
advocate took the plea in
the  court Taj Muhammad
Afridi is complainant from
the  very beginning. He
was candidate at the time
of filing papers.  Murad
Saeed has not provided
details of the cases.  Murad
Saeed has not shown his
assets.  Murad Saeed has
not deposited amount of

fine imposed on him for
violating code of conduct.

Amir Javed advocate
told the court the
nomination papers of
Murad Saeed for the
election of National
assembly were rejected for
not depositing fine.
Appeal has to  be filed by
oneself but Murad Saeed is
absconding.

Justice Arshid Ali
remarked Supreme Court
has made clear regarding
abscondment.

Petition has been filed
in PHC in connection with
details of cases while
assets have  been shown.
FBR documents are
attached therein.

Justice Arshid Ali
further said in the remarks
when proposer and
seconder of Murad Saeed
themselves appeared
before RO then the
signatures can be fake how.

Murad Saeed signed
too. Video has been shown
to RO. Later PHC while
upholding the decision of
appellate tribunal
dismissed the petitions
filed against acceptance of
nomination papers of
Murad Saeed, Azam Swati,
Faisal Javed, Khurram
Zeeshan and Azhar
Mashwani.

Minister Health
approves promotion

of 305 nurses
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Minister
Health Syed Qasim Ali
Shah on Tuesday approved
promotion and placement
of 305 nursing staff
promoted through
departmental promotion
committee in the Health
Department.

Minister Syed Qasim
Ali Shah stated that The
Director General of Health
Services will issue
announcements regarding
the placement of these
nurses in various hospitals
of the province. Following
the approval of the
Minister of Health, the
services of these nurses will
be assigned to different
hospitals across the
province. Out of these
nurses, 156 have been
promoted based on
education, and 136 on
seniority. The Minister of

Health emphasized that
promotion in service is a
fundamental right of
employees, and placements
will address the shortage of
nurses in various hospitals
of the province.

On the other hand,
Minister of Health, Syed
Qasim Ali Shah, chaired a
meeting with a delegation
representing Young
Doctors Association,
Provincial Doctors
Association, and other
forums led by Doctor Nabi
Jan Afridi focal person to
health minister for health
community.

During the meeting,
discussions were held
regarding the installation of
prepaid electric meters at
Lady Reading Hospital
doctor’s hostel and
concerns of medical
officers regarding this
matter.

Minister for regularization
of tourism activities to increase
revenue, service delivery
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Tourism, Zahid Chanzaib
has stressed to regulate
tourism activities of
development authorities in
upper areas and said that
it would help enhance
service delivery system
and increasing revenue
generation.

He was talking to
Director General (DG)
Kaghan Development
Authority (KDA),
Muhammad Shabbir here
on Tuesday. The minister
highlighted the need of
legislation to regulate
tourism activities of
developmental authorities
and said that it would

positively impact service
delivery and increasing
revenue generation.

He said that proper
regulation would also help
discovering new avenues of
tourism and attract visitirs
to KP. He also directed
foolproof security
measures for tourists in Eid
season and expressed hope
that the authority would
provide all the needed
facilities to visitors.

The minister also
directed to expedite pace of
developmental work on
Kaghan Valley Township
Scheme. On the occasion,
DG KDA also briefed
minister about their
problems and ongoing
activities of the authority. CS Sindh for ensuring

required facilities at
schools, hospitals

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Secretary, Syed Asif
Hyder Shah, terming
education and health as
fundamental right of
citizens, on Tuesday,
instructed secretaries
concerned to ensure
attendance of teachers and
doctors and availability of
required facilities at
schools and hospitals.

The chief secretary
was presiding over a joint
meeting of School
Education and Health
Departments that was
attended by Secretary
School Education Zahid
Hussain Abbasi, Secretary
Health Rehan Baloch and
other officers.

Secretary School
Education Zahid Hussain
Abbasi, briefed the meeting
that there were 40978
public and 11736 private
schools in the province
while 52,36,202 students
were studying in
government schools and

39,41,938 students were
studying in private
schools.

The Education
Department has recruited
51,354 new teachers
through IBA Sukkur, he
further informed.

The CS Sindh said
that acquiring education is
the basic right of every
child. He directed to ensure
availability of clean water
and furniture in schools
and paying attention to
non-formal education of
out of school children.

Asif Hyder Shah that
necessary funds will be
provided to the Sindh
Textbook Board for
ensuring provision of
textbooks to the students
on time.

Secretary Health
Rehan Baloch informed the
meeting that 14,089
doctors and 63000
paramedical staff were
working in the health
department.

Rs 30.5b distributed among
2.9m families under BISP

so far: DG Punjab
MULTAN (APP):
Director General, Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP) Punjab Nadeem
Alam Butt said on Tuesday
that disbursement of
quarterly grants, recently
enhanced by the
government to Rs 10,500
per registered family, was
in progress and so far a sum
of Rs 30.5 billion has been
distributed among over 2.9
million families under
strict monitoring by BISP
field teams across the
province.

BISP was country’s
biggest social protection
program and disbursement
of Feb-Mar, third quarter
of the ongoing fiscal year,
was in progress to cover
over 4.394 million
registered families living
below the poverty line,
DG BISP Punjab told
mediapersons, according to
a release issued by BISP

spokesman.
He said, BISP field

teams were alert and
monitoring the distribution
process so that the
financial assistance should
reach only to the deserving
families in a transparent
manner.

In addition to Kifalat
program, BISP also
increased educational
scholarships for school
children of beneficiary
families, Nadeem Alam
Butt said adding that BISP
was paying Rs 2000 per
son and Rs 2500 per
daughter of the registered
women at primary level,
Rs 3000 for boys and Rs
3500 for girls at secondary
level and Rs 4000 for boys
and Rs 4500 for girls at
higher secondary level.
However, scholarships are
granted only when
attendance of the student
is 70 per cent.

Governor visits
Holy Trinity

Church
on Easter

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori visited the Holy
Trinity Church, Fatima
Jinnah Road and cut the
cake along with the leaders
of the Christian
community on the
occasion of Easter.

He said that the doors
of Governor’s House are
open for the minority
communities, said a
statement on Tuesday.

He further said that
we all are Pakistanis and we
will solve the country’s
problems as a nation.

He said that he values
the followers of every
religion and belief.

The Governor Sindh
also distributed Eidi among
the Christian community
members.

CM Punjab
takes action on
Bahawalnagar
student rape

B A H AWA L N A G A R
(APP): Following the
disturbing incident of a
student’s kidnapping and
rape at Islamia
University’s Bahawalnagar
Campus, Chief Minister
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
has swiftly intervened on
Tuesday.

Expressing grave
concern, CM Maryam
Nawaz has ordered the
immediate arrest and
prosecution of the
perpetrators.Instructing IG
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
to furnish a comprehensive
report on the incident, CM
Maryam emphasized that
those responsible for such
heinous crimes must face
severe punishment without
delay.

Court decision
allowing

Pervaiz to
contest election

challenged
LAHORE (Online):  The
single bench decision on
allowing former Chief
Minister (CM) Punjab
Pervaiz Elahi to contest by
election has been
challenged in Lahore High
Court (LHC).

One chaudhry
Muhammad Arshid has
filed petition in LHC
against allowing Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi  from
contesting by polls in PP-
32.The petitioner has made
Pervaiz Elahi,  Election
Commission and others
respondent. The petitioner
has taken the plea single
bench allowed Pervaiz
Elahi to contest election
against the law. The court
has  been requested to
nullify single  bench
decision to allow Pervaiz
Elahi to contest by polls.

Two brothers
shot dead in

Bahawalnagar
B A H AWA L N A G A R
(INP): Unidentified armed
men gunned down two real
brothers in Kora Khoh area
of Bahawalnagar on
Tuesday.

According to details,
two brothers riding a
motorcycle on their way to
appear in court in a case
were ambushed to
unknown gunmen.

Both brothers
identified as Sabir and
Nanha Khan were killed in
the firing and attackers fled
the scene of crime.

Committee formed
to ensure child birth

registration
LAHORE (APP): A
meeting on Tuesday
decided to form a
committee to prepare
recommendations to ensure
the registration of children
at the time of birth.The
committee will comprise
the secretary of Local
Government Department,
special secretary of Health
Department, chairman of
Punjab Information
Technology Board,
director-general of
National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA), and the Punjab
member of National
Commission on the Rights
of the Child (NCRC).

Chief Secretary

Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman and Chairperson of
the National Commission
on the Rights of the Child
(NCRC) Senator Ayesha
Raza Farooq attended the
meeting held at the Civil
Secretariat. The meeting
also decided to depute the
Secretary of
Implementation and
Coordination as the focal
person for enhancing
coordination with the
NCRC. Speaking on the
occasion, the chief
secretary said that birth
registration was very
important for the
protection of children’s
rights and provision of
better health and education.

1186 FIRs registered
against electricity

theft in Rwp Division
RAWALPINDI (APP):
1186 FIRs had been
registered against
electricity theft in
Rawalpindi division, said
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Division, Engineer Aamir
Khattak here on Tuesday.

Chairing a meeting
held here at
Commissioner’s Office
Rawalpindi to prevent
electricity theft,  the
commissioner informed
that 1186 cases had been
registered in Rawalpindi
Divis ion  s ince  7
September 2023, while
99 4  accu sed  were
arrested and over Rs 88
million were recovered.

He directed the

authorities to ensure 100
percent electricity theft
recoveries in all districts of
the division.

He ordered to
complete all the
arrangements for power
supply especially in
Murree during Eid days.
Additional manpower
should be deployed in
Murree for Eid holidays
and a backup plan should
also be prepared for
uninterrupted power
supply during Eid
holidays.

The performance of
Rawalpindi Division is best
in the province in terms of
anti-electricity theft, Engr.
Aamir Khattak informed.

Sub inspector
suspended for
getting bribe

ATTOCK (APP): The
District Police Officer
Attock on Tuesday
suspended a Sub Inspector
and charge sheet was
issued to station house
officer.

Police sources said
that District Police Officer
Attock Dr. Sardar Ghiyas
Gul Khan immediately
suspended Sub-Inspector
Aizaz Ali posted at Jand
police station for keeping
a poor person including a
loader rickshaw in the
police station.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding export sector.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce, Mr Jam Kamal Khan, called
on President Asif Ali Zardari, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for Agriculture Ashiq Hussain Kirmani
presides over the meeting about cotton campaign 2024. MPA Rana Saleem
and Usma Leghari are also present.

LAHORE: Families shopping bangles and jewelries at Banu Bazar Anarkali
ahead of Eidul Fitr.

HYDERABAD: Tailors busy stitching clothes for
upcoming Eid ul Fitr festival.

KARACHI: LPG Distributors Association
Chairman, Irfan Khokhar along with others
addresses to media persons during press
conference held at Karachi press club.

Property tax increase
condemnable, should be

withdrawn instantly: Atif

Delegation of All-Pakistan
Car Dealers Association

calls on Excise Minister KP

Agricultural development
takes priority: Sajjad

Pakistan implementing an
economic reform plan critical

for a robust recovery
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The World Bank on
Tuesday said that Pakistan
was implementing an
ambitious, credible and
clearly communicated
economic reform plan
critical for robust recovery
and poverty reduction.

Pakistan’s economy is
expected to grow by only
1.8 percent in the current
fiscal year ending June
2024. According to the

World Bank’s latest
Pakistan Development
Update titled Fiscal Impact
of Federal State-Owned
Enterprises, this subdued
recovery reflects tight
monetary and fiscal policy,
continued import
management measures
aimed at preserving scarce
foreign reserves, and muted
economic activity amid
weak confidence.

The Update also

highlights the high fiscal
costs of federal state-
owned enterprises (SOEs)
and the critical reforms
needed to improve their
performance, efficiency
and governance through
privatization.After a
contraction in FY23, the
economic activity has
strengthened over the first
half of FY24 on the back
of strong agricultural
output, the report said.

According to the
report, together with
improved confidence, also
supported some recovery
in other sectors. But
growth remains insufficient
to reduce poverty, with 40
percent of Pakistanis now
living below the poverty
line. Macroeconomic risks
remain very high amid a
large debt burden and
limited foreign exchange
reserves.

PM for mechanism
to double country’s
exports in five years

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday directed
for formulation of a
strategy aimed at two-fold
increase in the country’s
exports within next five
years. He also asked the
Ministry of Trade for
compiling of such a
strategy in consultation
with the successful
entrepreneurs and
stakeholders.

The prime minister
chaired a high level meeting
on the export sector.

The meeting was
attended by ministers
including Jam Kamal, Rana

Tanveer Hussain,
prominent e-Commerce
entrepreneurs like CEO
Utopia Jabran Niaz,
Zeeshan Shah, Salman
Ahmed and other relevant
authorities, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

During the meeting,
the prime minister directed
for extending facilitation to
exporters in the e-
Commerce sector who had
been exporting country’s
product to the world,
besides resolution of the
issues of “Made in
Pakistan” brand exporters.

He said that they were
taking steps for maximum

utilization of the export
sector, adding for the
promotion of IT, domestic
use item, textile and other
exceptional sectors, the
relevant stakeholders
should be taken on board.

The meeting was
apprised of proposals and
recommendations for the
development of export
sector and the strategy in
this regard.

The prime minister
underlined for submission
of recommendations over
promotion of such
industries that were
exporting such items which
had been part of the global
value chains.

Industry needs competitive
energy rates to play role in
national development: PBF

IT exports increases by
31.79% in February 2024

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF) on
Tuesday said that attempts
to stem the growth of the
energy circular debt
through tariff increases was
not a sustainable way.

Chairman PBF
Punjab Muhammad Naseer
Malik said fifty six percent
of direct taxes are paid by
industry, which is more
than twice its share in the
GDP. Denying industry
competitive energy tariffs
undermines its positive
contribution to the
economy. “Tariff increases
may provide short-term
relief to the fiscal deficit
but undermine the health of
the economy,” he added

Muhammad Naseer
Malik further stated that
since 2013, we have been

adding capacity by
persuading companies that
they will get payments
against capacity addition
regardless of whether the
electricity is sold or not.
This condition may have
been the ground realty of
that time when the country
needed more capacity and
this was the only way of
gaining investors’
confidence but now the
policy should be revisited.
Capacity payment is fixed
while the energy price
varies. Imported fuel is
another reason for the
circular debt. Besides, all
payments including the
capacity payments are
linked to the US dollar. As
a result, when the rupee
loses value, the burden of
circular debt rises.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s ICT services
export remittances saw a
remarkable surge to US$
257 million in February
2024, marking an
impressive increase of
31.79 percent compared to
$195 million in February
2023.

According to the
Ministry of Information
Technology and
Telecommunication, ICT
export remittances
witnessed a substantial
rise by $ 257 million
(14.94%) to reach $ 1.977
billion during July 2023 to
February 2024 of FY2023-

24, compared to $ 1.720
billion reported for the
same period last year.

This surge can be
attributed to the concerted
efforts of the Ministry of
IT & Telecommunication
and the Pakistan Software
Export Board (PSEB) in
collaboration with the
Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
to enhance the ease of doing
business environment.

Their initiatives have
bolstered confidence
within the IT industry,
resulting in an uptick in IT
& ITeS export remittance
receipts.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: A
delegation, led by Ghulam
Bilal Javed, Chairman of
All Pakistan Car Dealers
Association, and President
of Peshawar Traders
Chamber, met with the
Provincial Minister for
Excise, Taxation and
Narcotics, Khaleeq Ur
Rehman here on Tuesday.

The focus of the
discussion was on a critical
issue affecting the people
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
A few months ago, the
association successfully
advocated for the approval
of an Islamabad Excise
facilitation desk to assist
Peshawar residents with
the verification of
Islamabad registered
vehicles.

However, the KP
caretaker government
abruptly halted this
process. In response, the
delegation, under Ghulam
Bilal Javed’s leadership,

urged the Provincial
Minister to reinstate the
desk. Ghulam Bilal Javed
highlighted the significant
inconvenience and financial
burden faced by Peshawar
residents in traveling to
Islamabad for vehicle
verification, costing them
approximately twenty-five
thousand rupees and
consuming their entire day.

The Islamabad Excise
facilitation desk had greatly
benefited residents of
Charsadda, Mardan, Swabi,
and other districts.
Ghulam Bilal Javed urged
the Provincial Minister to
promptly reinstate the
desk for the public’s
convenience.

Provincial Minister
Khaleeq Ur Rehman
attentively listened to all
the concerns and assured
the delegation that he
would discuss the matter
with the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
make a decision after Eid.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: President
of Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI0 Atif
Ikram Sheikh has said
regarding the increase in
businessmen friendly tax
scheme and property tax

up to 400% that taxes
should be rational, the
priority of the government
is to increase the tax net
instead of imposing new
taxes.  If so, the economic
situation will improve, he
added.In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, he said
that the business
community wants to pay
taxes, but the tax system
has to be modernized and
simplified because the
rotten and difficult tax
system was a big obstacle

in this way.Atif Ikram
Sheikh said, “No one can
become a member in the
chambers of Pakistan
without a tax filer. We pay
taxes and are in favor of
paying taxes, but taxes
should be rational.  In the
difficult situation of the

business community,
imposing new taxes will
make businesses more
difficult.”He said that the
increase in property tax up
to 400% in the federal
capital was cruel and
should be withdrawn
immediately.
The business leader said
that we suggest that a
meeting be convened in
which all the stakeholders
were consulted and a
unanimous decision was
taken to levy the tax.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Minister of
Agriculture for Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ,
Muhammad Sajjad, has
stated that the government
is placing significant
emphasis on advancing the
agricultural sector.

He has directed
relevant officials to
expedite ongoing
agricultural projects while
maintaining transparency
and accountability.

During a recent
briefing at the district office
in Karak, the Minister
highlighted the
government’s unwavering
commitment to enhancing
the agricultural sector.

Acknowledging the
pivotal role of agriculture
in the region’s economy, he
underscored the need for
the timely completion of

development schemes
across the district. He
emphasized that
agricultural progress is
essential for economic
growth and urged officials
to devise strategies that
not only boost production
but also address farmers’
challenges through modern
techniques.

During his visit to
various areas, including Sar
Kali, Loagar Faqirabad,
Abazai, and Kadokhel
Dam, Minister Sajjad
conducted a
comprehensive assessment
of water resources
allocated for agriculture.

He instructed officials
to ensure the efficient
utilization of rainwater to
optimize agricultural
productivity, thereby
preventing wastage and
fostering increased output.

JazzCash launches
Islamic savings with

highest daily halal profits
ISLAMABAD (APP):
JazzCash, Pakistan’s
largest fintech
organisation, has launched
its Islamic savings product
with the highest daily halal
profit rates.

The product offers
customers free accidental
insurance upon subscribing
to the service, giving them
an added layer of
protection from life’s
uncertainties said a news
release. Murtaza Ali, Head
of JazzCash, said,
“JazzCash’s philosophy
has been to build products
that suit our people’s
needs. With Shariah-
compliant Savings, we are
bridging a crucial gap that,
in the past, has prevented
people from adopting
fintech solutions.”

He further added, “We
are grateful to Salaam

Takaful for enabling us to
offer free accidental
insurance to customers
subscribing to Islamic
Savings, paving the way
for a secure future for the
communities we serve.”

With a dedicated
savings wallet seamlessly
integrated into the
JazzCash App, users gain
access to a user-friendly
platform for managing their
savings with ease and
convenience. This
innovative solution
empowers individuals to
take control of their
financial futures, enabling
them to set savings goals
and track their progress
effortlessly.

With JazzCash’s
Shariah-compliant savings,
customers can save and
earn halal profits through
daily disbursements.

UAE envoy calls
on Commerce

Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) Ambassador to
Pakistan, Hamad Obaid Al
Zaabi, on Tuesday engaged
in a fruitful discussion with
Pakistan’s Federal Minister
for Commerce.

The meeting focused
on matters of mutual
interest and strategies to
enhance bilateral trade.

During the meeting,
Federal Minister for
Commerce, Jam Kamal,
emphasized the strong
brotherhood relations
between the two nations,
which have continued to
strengthen over time, said
a press release issued here.

He emphasized the
need to further bolster
these ties on the
commercial front.

Ambassador Al Zaabi
echoed Minister Kamal’s
sentiments, expressing the
UAE’s desire to see
Pakistan thrive across all
sectors.

Despite existing
challenges, he highlighted
the untapped potential for
increasing trade volume
between the two countries.

PSX turns
around to

bullish trend,
gains 89 points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Tuesday turned
around to bullish trend,
gaining 89.94 points, a
slight positive change of
0.13 percent, closing at
66,886.26 points against
66,796.32 points the
previous trading day.

A total of
239,650,377 shares valuing
Rs.8.940 billion were
traded during the day as
compared to 238,829,562
shares valuing Rs.8.365
billion the last day. Some
342 companies transacted
their shares in the stock
market; 160 of them
recorded gains and 153
sustained losses, whereas
the share prices of 29
remained unchanged. In
future market, as many as
309 companies traded
shares in the market.

Gold rates dip
by Rs.500
per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold witnessed a
decrease of  Rs500 and was
sold at Rs237,100 on
Tuesday as compared to its
last day rate at Rs237,600.
The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold decreased by
Rs429and was sold at
Rs203,275 against the sale
price of Rs203,704 and 10
gram 22 karat gold also
decreased to Rs186,335  as
from Rs186,728, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.The
price of per tola and ten
gram silver also witnessed
no change and was trade at
Rs.2,600 and Rs.2,211.93
respectively.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
reported at the port where
five ships, MSC Prelude V,
Supra Duke, Goofy, Al-
Areesh, UOG Sparta
scheduled to load/offload
Containers, Rice,
Coal,LNG and Mogas,
berthed at Container
Terminal, Multi-Purpose
Terminal, Gasport
Terminal and Oil Terminal
respectively on Monday.

Meanwhile three
more ships, Hanze
Goteborg, Ardmore
Cherokee and Chemroad
Journey scheduled to load/
offload Rice, Palm oil and
Chemicals also arrived at
outer anchorage of the port
during the same day (.)

A total of twelve ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them three
ships, MSC Prelude V, SC
Taipei and Yun Ding.

Unfortunate to keep masses
away of advantages of

reduced dollar cost: Mian
KARACHI (INP):
Chairman of National
Business Group Pakistan,
President Pakistan
Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial
minister Mian Zahid
Hussain has said that the
decrease in the dollar’s
value has reduced the cost
of imported goods.

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, he said
that it was unfortunate that
certain importers were
preventing the public from
enjoying the advantages of
reduced costs because of
the compromised price
control mechanism in the
country.

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that the importers
were filling their coffers
instead of diverting the
benefit of a strengthened

exchange rate to the
masses, which authorities
should notice.

He said that the
import cost of petroleum
products has also reduced,
but the price of petrol has
increased, which was
surprising.

The business leader
said that the importers
were busy filling their
pockets instead of
benefiting the people
despite the fall of many
commodities in the
international market.

He said that the price
control mechanism in the
country is compromised,
which is keeping the
masses from benefitting
despite unprecedented
inflation.

Mian Zahid Hussain
informed the dollar was
available for 307 rupees in
September last year.

SNGPL cuts off another
2,436 connections

for gas theft
LAHORE (APP): Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) during
its on going gas theft
crackdown,  disconnected
another 2,436 connections
in Punjab, KP and
Islamabad with Rs 28.73
million fine imposed.

According to a
spokesman for the
SNGPL, in Lahore, the
regional team disconnected
21 connections on illegal
use of gas and 3 FIRs were
lodged against gas thieves.

In Multan, 844
connections were
disconnected for the illegal

use of gas while another
943 on the use of a
compressor and 31 FIRs
were lodged against gas
thieves. The team also
imposed a fine of Rs 6.08
million against gas theft
cases. In Rawalpindi, the
team disconnected 6
connections on illegal use
of gas and an amount of Rs
36 Thousand have been
booked against gas theft
cases.

In Peshawar and
Karak, the company
disconnected 69
connections on account of
direct use of gas.

Services exports
decrease by 1.37
pc in 8 months

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Exports of services during
the first 08 months of the
current financial year
decreased by 1.37 percent
as compared to the exports
of the corresponding
period of the last year.

During the period
from July to February,
2023-24 exports of
services were recorded at
$5.079 billion as against the
exports of $5.149 of the
same period of last year,
according to the data of
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics released here
Tuesday.

During the period
under review, the services
imports into the country
grew by 28.18 percent and
it was registered at $6.971
billion as compared to the
import of $5.438 billion in
the same period last year.
However, the services
exports from the country
on a year-on-year basis
grew by 6.11 percent in
February 2024.
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Iran president says
Israel’s Syria attack

‘will not go unanswered’

Biden and Xi discuss Taiwan,
AI and fentanyl in a push to
return to regular leader talks

12-year-old opens fire
in Finnish school,

injuring three: police

US anti-Muslim incidents
hit record high in 2023
over Israel-Gaza crisis

Egypt’s president is sworn in for
a third 6-year term after running

virtually unopposed

NATO at 75 is
stronger – but
also under threat

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: The NATO
military alliance marks its
75th anniversary on Thurs-
day, reinvigorated by
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine – but menaced by
the growing threat from
Moscow and the spectre of
Donald Trump.

In 2019, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
slammed the US-led alliance
– set up after World War II
to face off against the So-
viet Union – as suffering
from a “brain death”.

Now, four-and-a-half
years later, the alliance has
grown to 32 members with
the addition of Sweden and
Finland after what Macron
described as the “elec-
troshock” of Russia’s all-
out assault in 2022.

In response, NATO
has ramped up troop num-
bers on its eastern flank and
put in place new plans to
deal with any Russian at-
tack. “NATO has been re-
energised after the invasion
of Ukraine,” said James
Black, assistant defence and
security director at RAND
Corporation.

India rejects
China’s renaming
of 30 places in

Himalayan
border state
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: India re-
jected China’s renaming of
about 30 places in its north-
eastern Himalayan state of
Arunachal Pradesh on
Tuesday, calling the move
“senseless” and reaffirming
that the border province is
an “integral” part of India.

Beijing says Arunachal
Pradesh, which its calls
Zangnan, is a part of South
Tibet — a claim New Delhi
has repeatedly dismissed.
China similarly ratcheted up
tensions a year ago by giving
Chinese names to 11 loca-
tions in the state. Troops of
the nuclear-armed neighbours
engaged in minor scuffles
along their disputed frontier
in the state in December 2022.

Cyprus concerned
over spike in

Syrian irregular
migration from

Lebanon
Monitoring Desk

LARNACA: Cyprus ex-
pressed deep concern on
Tuesday over a spike in the
number of largely Syrian
irregular immigrants it said
were coming from
neighbouring Lebanon after
more than 350 such arriv-
als were recorded in two
days.

Cyprus, the EU’s
easternmost state, lies just
100 miles (160 km) from
Syria and Lebanon, and ar-
rivals of asylum seekers
from the former particularly
have surged in recent
months.

Lebanon, which is in
economic crisis, also hosts
hundreds of thousands of
Syrian refugees.

In uncharacteristically
blunt comments, Cypriot
President Nikos
Christodoulides said it was
“deeply concerning” that
the arrival of Syrian mi-
grants was consistently on
the rise in recent weeks.

“I fully understand
the challenges Lebanon is
facing but exporting mi-
grants to Cyprus should
not be the answer and can-
not be accepted,” he said
after a meeting with Euro-
pean Parliament President
Roberta Metsola.

Nicosia wants the Eu-
ropean Union to consider
declaring parts of war-rav-
aged Syria safe, which
would allow for the repa-
triation of asylum seekers
arriving at neighbouring
countries.

Ukrainian defence attorneys
face moral dilemma in

war crime trials

Russia needs new approach
to migration after concert

attack, Putin says

Germany could spend up to
9 bln euros more on defence

from 2028, minister says

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Chinese
President Xi Jinping dis-
cussed Taiwan, artificial in-
telligence and security is-
sues Tuesday in a call meant
to demonstrate a return to
regular leader-to-leader dia-
logue between the two
powers.

The call, described by
the White House as “can-
did and constructive,” was
the leaders’ first conversa-
tion since their November
summit in California pro-
duced renewed ties between
the two nations’ militaries
and a promise of enhanced
cooperation on stemming
the flow of deadly fentanyl
and its precursors from
China.

Xi told Biden that the
two countries should ad-
here to the bottom line of
“no clash, no confronta-
tion” as one of the prin-
ciples for this year.

“We should prioritize

Daytime fire kills 29
people at Istanbul

nightclub
the fire was still being
treated in hospital,” it
added. The fire began at
0947 GMT, the office said
and was only brought un-
der control by firefighters
hours later.

Television images
showed flames and a col-
umn of thick smoke rush-
ing from upper-storey win-
dows.

The number of people
reported killed and hurt rose
throughout the afternoon in
a string of statements from
the governor’s office, as
more victims succumbed to
their injuries.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: President Abdel-
Fattah el-Sissi of Egypt was
sworn in for a third six-year
term on Tuesday after be-
ing re-elected in a Decem-
ber vote in which he faced
no serious challengers.

El-Sissi took the oath
of office before parliament,
which convened in the new
administrative capital in the
desert outside Cairo.

El-Sissi won 89.6% of
the vote in the December
election, with turnout of
66.8% more than 67 million
registered voters. He ran
against three virtually un-
known opponents.

The vote was over-
shadowed by the Israel-

Hamas war in Gaza on
Egypt’s eastern border,
which has threatened to ex-
pand into wider regional
turmoil.

El-Sissi was first
elected as president in mid-
2014, then reelected in
2018. A year later, consti-
tutional amendments,
passed in a general referen-
dum, added two years to el-
Sissi’s second term, and al-
lowed him to run for a
third, six-year term.

His victory in this lat-
est election was widely
seen as inevitable. His three
opponents were marginal
political figures who were
rarely seen during the elec-
tion campaign.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Sometimes Ukrai-
nian lawyer Khrystyna
Vrashchuk shudders when
she thinks about the work
she does.

She is one of more
than 200 attorneys who are
defending suspected Rus-
sian war criminals and their
local collaborators in cases
across the country, present-
ing a moral dilemma that the
lawyers do not always find
easy to live with.

On the one hand, sus-
pects are accused of commit-
ting sometimes heinous
crimes against Ukrainians in

more than two years of war.
On the other, the rule of law
dictates that they have legal
representation, and Kyiv
says it is determined to up-
hold it, whatever the cost.
Vrashchuk, 42, recalled how
she argued in court against a
Ukrainian woman whose
husband and brother were
allegedly tortured to death by
three Russian soldiers near
Kyiv in 2022. The woman,
she argued, had not produced
enough evidence to prove she
was related to the dead men,
and the attorney asked that
the woman be excluded from
the case on that basis.

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iran’s President
Ebrahim Raisi on Tuesday
condemned a deadly air
strike blamed on Israel
against his country’s con-
sular annex in Damascus,
saying the “cowardly crime
will not go unanswered”.

“After repeated de-
feats and failures against the
faith and will of the Resis-
tance Front fighters, the
Zionist regime has put blind
assassinations on its agenda
in the struggle to save it-
self,” Raisi said on his
office’s website.

“Day by day, we have
witnessed the strengthen-
ing of the Resistance Front
and the disgust and hatred
of free nations towards the
illegitimate nature of (Is-
rael). This cowardly crime
will not go unanswered.”

The air strike on the
Iranian embassy’s five-
storey annex killed seven

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on
Tuesday called for a new
approach to migration af-
ter Tajiks living in Russia
were detained for a deadly
attack on a concert hall out-
side Moscow that killed at
least 144 people and
wounded 551 more.

Islamic State, the mili-
tant group that once sought
control over swathes of
Iraq and Syria, claimed re-
sponsibility for the mass
shooting. Russia has said it
suspects Ukraine was
linked to the attack, a claim
denied by Kyiv and dis-
missed by Washington. At
least 12 people - including
four accused gunmen - have
been detained in Russia in
connection with the attack.
Most are Tajiks who had
lived and worked in Rus-
sia. Putin told police chiefs
that the attack was aimed
at sowing discord, xeno-
phobia and Islamophobia

inside Russia. But he said
that migration systems
needed improvement, as it
was clear that work per-
mits were sometimes being
issued to people with seri-
ous criminal records.

“We need to deeply
and radically update our
approaches to migration
policy,” Putin said, adding
that some people with al-
most no knowledge of Rus-
sian or Russian culture were
being allowed to work with-
out proper checks.

“The decisive principle
should be that only those
who respect our traditions,
language, culture, and history
can come to live and work in
Russia.” Russia’s room for
manoeuvre on migration,
though, is limited. Millions of
people from former Soviet re-
publics in Central Asia have
flocked to Russia’s biggest
cities over the past few de-
cades, supporting a blossom-
ing 24-hour consumer society
by working as taxi drivers.

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: German Finance
Minister Christian Lindner
expects up to 9 billion eu-
ros ($9.7 billion) in addi-
tional defence spending
from 2028 if the country
can reduce its debt levels,
he said in comments to the
DPA news agency pub-
lished on Tuesday.

The additional funds
could be freed up if Ger-
many gets its debt below
an EU-set target of 60% of
gross domestic product
from 63%, Lindner, of the
fiscally conservative Free
Democrats (FDP), told
DPA.

“If we fall below this
limit, then the repayment
of coronavirus debt planned
from 2028 could be dis-
cussed again,” he said.

The German govern-
ment took out emergency
loans totalling around 300
billion euros in 2020, 2021
and 2022 in response to the
coronavirus pandemic and
the war in Ukraine, while
suspending the debt brake
that limits government bor-
rowing.

“Without having to
change the debt brake, I can

then see new financial room
for manoeuvre,” Lindner
said on Tuesday on social
platform X.

Germany is budgeting
for a debt repayment of 9
billion euros per year from
2028 and of 10.8 billion
euros per year from 2031.

“However, if the bur-
den of the pandemic on the
debt level has already been
overcome by then, the re-
payment could be signifi-
cantly reduced,” the minis-
ter said.

“This would make
billions available that will
help us achieve the leap
to the NATO target in the
federal budget after the end
of the special programme
for the Bundeswehr,” he
said.

Following the Russian
invasion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022, Germany set
up the 100-billion-euro
special fund to purchase
modern weapons. It also
pledged to reach NATO’s
target of spending at least
2% of GDP on defence.

The German govern-
ment is currently preparing
the budget for 2025 and the
financial plan up to 2028.

Monitoring Desk
VANTAA: A 12-year-old
opened fire on Tuesday
at a school outside the
Finnish capital Helsinki
injuring three other chil-
dren, police said, adding
that the attacker was in
custody.

The school in Vantaa
has around 800 pupils
and 90 staff. Children in
grades one to nine, or aged
seven to 15, attend the
school.

“There are people in-
jured in the shooting inci-
dent”, police said shortly
after 10am (7am GMT).

Police were alerted
to the scene at 9:08am and
later specified that the
suspect and the injured
were all 12 years old.

The city of Vantaa’s
crisis group was activated
following the shooting,
local media reported. Im-
ages from the scene

showed a large number of
police at the school.

In an update around
11:30am, police said the
suspect, who was carry-
ing a gun at the time, had
been arrested in an area of
Helsinki in a “calm man-
ner”. Parents of pupils
attending the school told
the media that the shoot-
ing had occurred in a
classroom.

Police urged the
public to stay away from
the area and remain in-
doors. “Do not open the
door to strangers,” they
said in a statement.

Finnish Interior
Minister Mari Rantanen
said in a post on X that
the day had started in a
“shocking way”.

“I can only imagine
the pain and worry that
many families are experi-
encing at the moment,”
she said.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Re-
ported discrimination and
attacks against Muslims
and Palestinians reached a
record high in the US in
2023, driven by rising
Islamophobia and bias as
the Israeli bombardment of
Gaza raged late in the year,
data from an advocacy
group showed on Tuesday.

Complaints totalled
8,061 in 2023, a 56 per cent
rise from the year before
and the highest since the
Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations (CAIR) be-
gan records nearly 30 years
ago.

About 3,600 of those
incidents occurred from
October to December,
CAIR said.

Human rights advo-
cates have similarly re-
ported a global rise in
Islamophobia, anti-Pales-

tinian bias and antisemitism
since the latest eruption of
conflict in the Middle East.

US incidents have in-
cluded the fatal October
stabbing of six-year-old Pal-
estinian American Wadea Al-
Fayoume in Illinois, the
November shooting of three
students of Palestinian de-
scent in Vermont and the
February stabbing of a Pal-
estinian American man in
Texas. CAIR’s report said
2023 saw a “resurgence of
anti-Muslim hate” after the
first ever recorded annual
drop in complaints in 2022.
In the first nine months of
2023, such incidents averaged
around 500 a month before
jumping to nearly 1,200 a
month in the last quarter.
“The primary force behind
this wave of heightened
Islamophobia was the esca-
lation of violence in Israel and
Palestine in October 2023.”

Faye sworn in as Senegal
president, cites ‘profound

desire for change’
Monitoring Desk

DAKAR: Senegal’s once
jailed opposition candidate
Bassirou Diomaye Faye
was sworn in on Tuesday
as the West African nation’s
fifth and youngest presi-
dent ever, promising to re-
store stability and bring
economic progress.

The 44-year-old
former tax inspector de-
feated Amadou Ba, the can-
didate of outgoing Presi-
dent Macky Sall’s ruling
coalition, by a landslide in
the first round of voting,
reflecting high hopes for
change in the country of
around 18 million.

“The results of the
election showed a profound
desire for change,” Faye said
after taking the oath of of-
fice at a ceremony he at-
tended with his two wives.

Over a dozen heads of
state and regional represen-
tatives attended the inaugu-
ration, including Nigeria’s
President Bola Tinubu,
Ghana’s President Nana
Akufo-Addo and African
Union Commission Chair
Moussa Faki Mahamat.

members of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps,
which runs Iran’s overseas
military operations.

Among the dead, were
Brigadier Generals
Mohammad Reza Zahedi
and Mohammad Hadi Haji
Rahimi, both senior com-
manders in the Quds Force,
Guards’ foreign operations
arm. Zahedi, 63, had held a
succession of commands in
the force in a Guards career
spanning more than four
decades. Israel declined to
comment on the strike. The
UN Security Council was
to discuss the deadly strike
later on Tuesday at a meet-
ing requested by Syrian
ally Russia. “Iran reserves
its legitimate and inherent
right under international
law and the United Nations
Charter to take a decisive
response to such reprehen-
sible acts,” Iran’s mission
to the world body said.

Blinken says US urged
Israel to investigate airstrike
that killed NGO workers

Taiwan leader
embarks on

‘peace journey’
to China

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s former
president Ma Ying-jeou
headed to China on Mon-
day for what he called a
“journey of peace” aimed
at cooling cross-strait ten-
sions. Speaking to report-
ers at the airport before his
departure, Ma described his
trip to China as ‘a journey
of peace and a journey of
friendship’. China claims
democratic Taiwan as part
of its territory and has never
renounced the use of force
to bring the self-ruled island
under its control.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on
Tuesday said Washington
has urged Israel to carry
out a swift, thorough and
impartial investigation into
an Israeli airstrike that killed
seven people working for
the World Central Kitchen
charity in Gaza.

Blinken arrived in
Paris for talks with senior
officials including President
Emmanuel Macron just
hours after the Washington-
based NGO was struck by
an Israeli airstrike in cen-

tral Gaza, adding pressure
on Washington to toughen
its stance in the war be-
tween Israel and Hamas.

“We’ve spoken di-
rectly to the Israeli govern-
ment about this particular
incident. We’ve urged a
swift, a thorough and impar-
tial investigation,” Blinken
told reporters at a press con-
ference in Paris, adding that
humanitarian workers have
to be protected. “These
people are heroes, they run
into the fire, not away from
it,” he said of the NGO work-
ers killed in the strike.

Monitoring Desk
ISTANBUL: A fire killed at
least 29 people in a 16-
storey residential building
in Istanbul on Tuesday, the
governor of Turkiye’s eco-
nomic capital said, updat-
ing an earlier toll of 15 dead
and eight hurt.

“The number of
people who lost their lives
in the fire […] in
Gayrettepe of Besiktas dis-
trict has increased to 29,”
Governor Davut Gul’s of-
fice said in a statement, re-
ferring to the Istanbul
neighbourhood.

“One person hurt in

Russia appoints
Admiral Moiseev
as chief of the navy

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia
has appointed Admi-
ral Alexander Moiseev
as head of the navy,
the defence ministry
said on Tuesday.

During a confer-
ence call with the se-
nior staff of the Rus-
sian Armed Forces,
Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu also said
that Vice Admiral
Konstantin Kabantsov
was appointed as com-
mander of the North-
ern Fleet, and Vice Ad-
miral Sergei Pinchuk
was named as com-
mander of the Black
Sea fleet.

stability, not provoke
troubles, not cross lines but
maintain the overall stabil-
ity of China-U.S. relations,”
Xi said, according to China
Central Television, the
state broadcaster.

The call kicks off sev-
eral weeks of high-level en-
gagements between the two
countries, with Treasury
Secretary Janet Yellen set
to travel to China on Thurs-
day and Secretary of State
Antony Blinken to follow
in the weeks ahead.

Biden has pressed for
sustained interactions at all
levels of government, be-
lieving it is key to keeping
competition between the
two massive economies
and nuclear-armed powers
from escalating to direct
conflict.

While in-person sum-
mits take place perhaps
once a year, officials said,
both Washington and
Beijing recognize the value
of more frequent engage-

The military juntas of
Burkina Faso, Mali and
Niger also sent representa-
tives.

The smooth transition
was a welcome boost after
three years of unprec-
edented political turmoil in
Senegal that had raised con-
cern about democratic back-
sliding in the coup-prone
region of West Africa,
where juntas have seized
power and cut ties with tra-
ditional Western allies in
favour of Russia.

“Senegal will be a coun-
try of hope, at peace, with
an independent justice sys-
tem and a stronger democ-
racy,” Faye said, promising
to manage affairs ethically
and to build the economy.
Millions queued for hours to
cast their ballot in an elec-
tion that eventually took
place on March 24 after un-
successful attempts by Sall’s
government to postpone it
from February to December,
then June. The move stoked
frustration against Sall,
whose popularity dropped
over the course of his second
mandate due to economic
hardship.

A vehicle damaged in an Israeli airstrike in Deir Al-Balah, Gaza.

Police officers stand next to a building after a fire broke out during daytime
renovation work at a nightclub, in Istanbul, Turkey.

Taiwan’s former president Ma Ying-jeou speaks to journalists ahead of his
visit to China at the Taoyuan International Airport in Taoyuan.

ments between the leaders.
Taiwan remains the

“first red line not to be
crossed,” Xi told Biden, and
emphasized that Beijing
will not tolerate separatist
activities by Taiwan’s inde-
pendence forces as well as
“exterior indulgence and
support,” which alluded to
Washington’s support for
the island.

Biden also raised con-
cerns about China’s opera-
tions in the South China
Sea, including efforts last
month to impede the Phil-
ippines, which the U.S. is
treaty-obligated to defend,
from resupplying its forces
on the disputed Second
Thomas Shoal.

Next week, Biden will
host Philippines President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida at the White
House for a joint summit
where China’s influence in
the region was set to be top
of the agenda.

Police officers talk to family members of pupils at the Viertola comprehen-
sive school in Vantaa, Finland.
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A MoU is being signed between Motorway Police and Pakistan Customs.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran Reza Amiri
Moghadam calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq met with
Leaders of Opposition Parties in National Assembly at Parliament House.

QUETTA; Chief Executive Officer BRSP Tahir
Rasheed meeting with Governor Balochistan
Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar.

QUETTA: CEO Children Hospital Dr. Habibullah
Babar, CEO Fatima Jinnah Hospital Dr. Shireen
and CEO BINUQ Dr. Syed Liaquat Agha meeting
with Principal Secretary to Chief Minister
Balochistan Imran Zarkoon

QUETTA: People are busy in Eid shopping ahead
of Eid-ul-Fitar during the Holy Month of Ramadan-
ul-Mubarak, at Liaquat Bazar in Quetta.

QUETTA: President of Quetta Bar Association,
Qari Rehmat Advocate along with others addresses
to media persons during press conference.

QUETTA: Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Provincial
President, Dawood Shah along with others addresses
to media persons during press conference.

Waseem Ahmed, Syed Haroon
appointed Chairmen APNS
Balochistan, KP Committees

Provincial Committee
KARACHI (PR): The
President, Nazafreen Saigol
Lakhani and the Secretary
General, Sarmad Ali of the
All Pakistan Newspapers
Society have appointed
Syed Haroon Shah to be
Chairman of the Khyber
Pakhtoon-Khwa (KP) Pro-
vincial Committee for the
year 2024-25 and Mr.
Waseem Ahmed, Chairman
Balochistan Provincial
Committee of the APNS
for the year 2024-25.The
members of the committees
are here-under:

Balochistan Provincial
Committee: Mr. Waseem
Ahmed, Chairman Daily
Awam Quetta,  Arif Baloch,
Vice Chairman Daily
Balochistan Express, Javid
Ahmed, Member Daily
Atemad, Anwar Sajidi,
Member Daily Intekhab,
Riaz-ul-Hassan Qazi,
Member Daily Jang, M.
Anwar Nasir, Member
Daily Balochistan News,

Muhammad Haider Amin,
Member Daily Balochistan
Times, Naeem Sadiq,
Member Daily Shaal, Syed
Mumtaz Ahmad Shah,
Member Daily Mashriq,
Quetta

Khyber Pakhtoon-
Khwa (KP) Provincial
Committee: ?Syed Haroon
Shah, ?Chairman Daily
Wahdat Syed Ayaz
Badshah, Vice Chairman
Daily Mashriq, Pesh,
SabaYousufi, ?Member
Daily Aaj,Pesh, Bari Malik,
Member Daily Watan,
Imran Haider, Member D/
Frontier Times, Mr. Ashfaq
Ahmed Mufti, Member
Daily Ilhaq, Syed Qaiser
Rizvi, ?Member Daily
Jiddat, Liaqat Ali
Yousafzai, ?Member Daily
Surkhab, Zahid Hafeez,
?Member Daily Sarhad,
Tahir Farooq , Member
Daily Jihad, Mahmood
Ullah Afridi, Member Daily
Frontier Post.

India’s massive arms acquisitions,
hostile military policies threaten

regional security: Pakistan

Protest rally in Muzaffarabad
against unrelenting Indian

repression in IIOJK

PM Shahbaz says
Pak, Iran should work

to enhance trade, energy,
road & rail connectivity

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Iran to Pa-
kistan Reza Amiri
Moghadam paid a courtesy
call on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday and dis-
cussed matters of mutual
concern.

The prime minister
thanked the President of
Iran, Dr. Ebrahim Raisi, for
his congratulatory message
and telephone call to him
following his re-election.

He underscored that
Pakistan attached great im-
portance to Iran and the
two countries enjoyed his-
toric and brotherly rela-
tions.

The prime minister
fondly recalled his meeting
with the Iranian President
when they jointly inaugu-
rated a border market and

an electricity transmission
line in May 2023. The two
leaders had also met on
the sidelines of the SCO
Summit in Samarkand in
2022.

He stressed the need
for both sides to work to-
gether to enhance trade, en-
ergy cooperation, road and
rail connectivity, cultural
exchanges, counter terror-
ism efforts and security
cooperation.

The prime minister
appreciated Iran’s support
on the issue of Jammu &
Kashmir. The situation in
Palestine was also dis-
cussed in the meeting.

The Iranian Ambassa-
dor thanked the prime min-
ister for receiving him and
shared an overview of the
current state of bilateral re-
lations.

ECP unveils by-polls
schedule for national,
provincial assemblies

Senator Qadir for taking
steps to improve

country’s economy
QUETTA (APP): Chair-
man Standing Committee
for Petroleum and Re-
sources Senator
Muhammad Abdul Qadir
on Tuesday said that all
possible measures would be
taken to improve the
country’s economy.

In a statement issued
here, he said that all barri-
ers to business would be
removed for the promotion
of trade with our neighbors,
saying that all countries
around the world were fo-
cusing on increasing trade
with their neighbors.

Senator Muhammad
Abdul Qadir said that poor
state’s economy has be-
come a big problem for us.

He said that Pakistan
was serious about increas-
ing the volume of trade with
Afghanistan, Iran, China
and India. India is a huge
market for us, he said
Pakistan’s export volume
with India alone could be
higher than the current
level.  Pakistan exported
goods in the current finan-
cial year while exports from
Pakistan to India remained
negligible, he noted.

Vaccination stalls set up for
polio eradication in shopping

centers of Quetta, Pishin

All parents urged to
ensure birth registration

of their children

M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(INP): A protest rally was
organized in Muzaffarabad,
the capital city of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, to-
day, against ongoing Indian
repression in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

The rally held under
the aegis of Pasban-e-
Hurriyat Jammu and Kash-
mir, an organization of
post-1989 migrants from
IIOJK, started at Central
Press Club and culminated
at Gharipan Chowk in the
capital city. Pasban-e-
Hurriyat chairman Uzair
Ahmad Ghazali, District
president Jamaat-e-Islami
Raja Mohammad Aftab
Khan, central leader of PPP
Shaukat Javed Mir, large
number of post-1989 refu-
gees and citizens of
Muzaffarabad took part in
the rally. The protesters
carrying black flags raised

high-pitched slogans
against Indian illegal occu-
pation of Jammu and Kash-
mir and in favour of free-
dom of the territory from
Indian bondage. Banners
denouncing India’s August
5, 2019 illegal actions were
also displayed by the pro-
testers.  Addressing the
rally, the speakers said that
the Modi-led Indian
government’s illegal action
of scrapping the IIOJK’s
special status on August 5,
2019 was in brazen viola-
tion of United Nations Se-
curity Council resolutions,
adding that New Delhi had
no right to resort to any
political and legal changes
in the internationally recog-
nized disputed territory.
They pointed out that In-
dia was an occupier,
usurper and aggressor coun-
try in Kashmir and its uni-
lateral and illegal actions

could not change the
territory’s disputed status.

They maintained that
despite all the coercive mea-
sures taken from August 5,
2019 till date, the BJP-led
Indian government had
completely failed to break
the morale and freedom
spirit of the Kashmiri
people. They said that In-
dia was acting as a cruel and
imperialist power which
was plotting to snatch
Kashmiris’ identity, culture
and homeland through its
military might and colonial
policies. They added that
the Modi regime has
snatched the political, civil,
social and religious rights of
the Kashmiri people.

They lamented that the
so-called world’s largest de-
mocracy had put severe re-
strictions on freedom of ex-
pression in Kashmir and
that religious parties.

Secretary emphasizes to make
data system of child care,
nutrition targets effective

Independent Report
QUETTA: The government
of Balochistan has urged all
parents to ensure registra-
tion of birth of their chil-
dren soon after birth.

In an official handout
issued here on Tuesday, the
children are blessing of Al-
lah Almighty and their birth
registration is our respon-
sibility.

The registration of
birth makes it possible to
have access not only to edu-
cation, health facilities, in-
heritance and legal identity
for the children, rather it
also protects their rights.

In addition to this, the
birth registration also pro-
vides safe and positive be-
ginning along with mending
their future.

Therefore, all parents

should ensure registration
of birth soon after birth of
their children.

The parents may con-
tact the office of birth reg-
istration in their respective
local Union councils for the
registration. They may also
follow the directives as
mentioned on the website
of NADRA in this regard,
it was stated.

It may be remembered
that fee of getting birth cer-
tificate within 60 days of
birth has been fixed as Rs.
100. It was stressed not to
forget importance of birth
registration of the children
on the moment of pleasure.

Therefore, parents
should complete registra-
tion of birth of their all chil-
dren fulfilling their respon-
sibility.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The stalls have
been established for vacci-
nation of children below
five years of ages against
polio disease in different
shopping centers of Quetta
city. According to the Emer-
gency Operation Center
(EOC) for polio eradica-
tion, the vaccination stalls
have been established at
seven shopping centers lo-
cated in different parts of
the metropolis on eve of Eid
shopping.

The EOC high ups in-
formed that 14 teams have

been deputed for immuni-
zation of children against
polio virus at these shop-
ping centers.

In addition to Quetta,
vaccination stalls have also
been set up at five places in
Pishin with 14 teams de-
ployed for vaccination of
the children there.

It may be mentioned
here that the extra arrange-
ments are being made to
ensure eradication of polio
virus in the province in
backdrop of two cases re-
ported in Balochistan re-
cently.

QUETTA (APP): Secre-
tary Health Balochistan
Abdullah Khan emphasized
that to make the data sys-
tem of  monitoring of ma-
ternal and child care, nutri-
tion targets and health fa-
cilities effective in the dis-
tricts of the province.

DG Health Dr. Farooq
Hot, Additional Secretary
Health Arif Achakzai, Di-
rector Public Health Dr.
Faheem Khan and other of-
ficials participated in the
meeting held on the other
day. The meeting presided
over by secretary health de-
partment discussed dis-
trict-wise classification of
health facilities related to
maternal and newborn child
and other health indicators.

Secretary Health

Balochistan Abdullah Khan
while talking to the partici-
pants of the meeting said
that according to data, these
districts will be evaluated
on the basis of desk moni-
toring to assess the number
of health facilities, human
resources, physical re-
sources and quality of ser-
vice delivery in the districts.

In the meeting, it was
decided that to devise a
comprehensive strategy for
availability of health care
services at the Tehsil level
due to the scattered popu-
lation and remote areas of
the province.

“Tehsil level” data col-
lection mechanism for
evaluation/monitoring of
PHC facilities will be de-
vised.”

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Pakistan has told
the UN Disarmament
Commission that  India’s
large-scale arms acquisi-
tions plus its set of aggres-
sive military policies has
turned the security environ-
ment in South Asia  “vola-
tile and explosive”, and
urged the world commu-
nity to address this situa-
tion.

“Needless to say,
these developments im-
pinge on Pakistan’s secu-
rity,” Ambassador Munir
Akram, permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the
UN, said as the the Com-
mission,  a subsidiary of the
UN General Assembly, be-
gan its three-week  session
on Monday that is sched-
uled to deliberate on disar-
mament issues.

At the outset, he con-
gratulated Ambassador
Usman Jadoon, his deputy,

on his election as Chairman
of the Disarmament
Commission’s 2024 ses-
sion. “Pakistan is honoured
and proud at your election
as Chair of this important
Commission.”

“The security envi-
ronment in South Asia has
deteriorated sharply in re-
cent years, as the region’s
largest State has embarked
on a programme of massive
armament,” the Pakistani
envoy said, without nam-
ing India.

“It (India) is now the
world’s largest arms im-
porter, and is being sup-
plied by its  ‘strategic
partners’ with nuclear,
missiles, conventional
and other destabilizing
w e a p o n s , ”  h e  s a i d ,
noting It  has adopted
war-fighting doctrines –
such as ‘Cold Start’, envis-
aging a surprise attack on
Pakistan, and a ‘limited war

under the nuclear over-
hang’.”

“With a long-standing
dispute—where the right of
the people of occupied
Jammu and Kashmir are
being brutal ly sup-
pressed; with two major
armies deployed in close
proximity; with the in-
duction of major destabi-
lizing weapons and war
fighting doctrines; with
the sponsorship of ter-
rorism against Pakistan;
and with the absence of dia-
logue or international action
— the security environ-
ment in South Asia is vola-
tile and explosive,” Ambas-
sador Akram said

“Unless determined
steps are taken by the in-
ternational community to
address this situation, it
could emerge as the proxi-
mate cause of a regional and
global catastrophe,” he
added.

Freight train
derailed near

Chaghi district
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
freight train heading from
Quetta to Zahedan has de-
railed in Chagai district on
Tuesday.

Around 11 bogies
from the freight car have
veered off the tracks,
prompting swift action
from railway officials, pri-
vate news channel reported.

The derailment re-
sulted in the suspension of
train services between Iran
and Pakistan, affecting
both incoming and outgo-
ing routes.

Railway authorities
have confirmed that trains
traveling to and from
Zahedan have been stopped
until further notice, as a re-
sult of the incident.

Meanwhile, the rescue
teams from the railways
have been dispatched to the
scene to assess the situa-
tion and initiate necessary
measures.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Tuesday
announced schedule for by-
polls on six National As-
sembly and 17 provincial
assembly seats which
would be held on April 21.

The top electoral
body issued a notification
regarding the election
programme for vacant NA
and PA seats where reelec-
tion will be organised next
week.

According to the noti-
fication, the by-polls will
be held on six NA, 12
Punjab Assembly, 2
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Assembly, 2
Balochistan Assembly, and
one Sindh Assembly seats.

A total of 239 candi-
dates were going to partici-
pate in the forthcoming by-
elections, including 50 con-
tenders for NA seats, of
which Pakistan Peoples
Party leader Aseefa Bhutto-

Zardari was elected unop-
posed in NA-207 constitu-
ency.

Another PPP leader
Zubair Ahmed Junejo was
also elected without facing
any contest on PS-80 Dadu
seat.

Subsequently, 23 can-
didates were contesting by-
polls for KP Assembly
seats, 154 candidates for
Punjab Assembly seats, and
12 candidates for
Balochistan Assembly
seats.

The ECP spokesper-
son said polling material
has been provided to the
provincial election commis-
sioner, whereas, all district
returning officers (DROs)
and returning officers
(ROs) were fulfilling their
duties in accordance with
the by-polls’ schedule.

Additionally, the
printing of ballot papers
was continued since March
30, he added.

NHMP, Pakistan Customs sign
MoU to increase cooperation
in prevention of smuggling

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Highways and
Motorway Police (
NHMP) and Pakistan Cus-
toms on Tuesday jointly
signed a memorandum of
understanding to develop
procedures for prevention
of smuggling on national
highways and motorways
on modern lines and to in-

crease cooperation in other
areas.

Deputy Inspector
General Police (Operations)
Saad Akhtar Bharwana and
Chief (Facilitation and Co-
ordination) Pakistan Cus-
toms Ayesha Bashir wani
signed the MoU at Central
Police Office Islamabad,
said a press release.

MQM-P
threatens to
quit federal

govt over rise
in street crimes
HYDERABAD (INP):
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
Senator Faisal Subzwari
Tuesday said his party will
quit the federal government
if the people of the port
city continue to be killed
amid the rise in street
crimes across Karachi.

Lamenting the 15-
year-long rule of the Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
in the province, the MQM-
P senator said the demands
for an operation would
have come forward if such
killings were happening
elsewhere.

“If our people con-
tinue to be killed, we will
leave the government,” he
said, speaking with journal-
ists.

Karachi has been
gripped by street crimes
claiming the lives of doz-
ens of citizens who have
fallen victim at the hands
of criminals for the past
few weeks.

Political parties
unanimously flay
terrorists attack

on Chinese
nationals: Ayaz

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker of the National
Assembly, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq, on Tuesday, un-
equivocally denounced the
terrorist attack on Chinese
nationals and said that all
political parties have united
in their condemnation of
this despicable act.

During a meeting with
the Chinese Ambassador to
Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong, at
the Chinese embassy, he
conveyed profound sorrow
and grief over the loss of
innocent Chinese lives in
the heinous terrorist attack
in Shangla Besham.

He said that every Pa-
kistani shares in the grief
and sadness caused by this
tragic incident. Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq said that terrorists
will never succeed in their
nefarious designs to create a
rift between the two nations.
He expressed confidence that
Pakistani security agencies,
along with the support of the
people and parliament, would
soon eradicate terrorism.

PC invites
global investors

for PIA
Privatization bids
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan International Airlines
(PIA), the esteemed na-
tional flag carrier, is set to
undergo privatization as the
Privatization Commission
of Pakistan initiates the
process by inviting expres-
sions of interest from glo-
bal firms to acquire a sig-
nificant 51% shares in the
airline. In order to offload
PIA’s 51 percent shares, the
Privatization Commission
has invited bids from inter-
ested parties till May 3.
The deadline for the sub-
mission of applications has
been fixed for May 3, 2024.
The successful bidder will
not only secure a major
shareholding but also gain
complete management con-
trol over PIA.

PTI seeks
permission
for rally at

Liaquat Bagh
ISLAMABAD (INP):  Pa-
kistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) on Tuesday wrote an
application to the deputy
commissioner (DC)
Rawalpindi in which it
sought his permission for
the party’s public gather-
ing at Liaquat Bagh on April
19.

In her application,
PTI North Punjab Presi-
dent Seemabia Tahir Satti
said that she was an
honourable citizen of Paki-
stan and had always raised
her voice for the rule of law
and the supremacy of the
constitution in the country.

CM realized argument of MPA
with UoB female teacher was

mistake, says GoB spokesman 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The spokesman
to Government of
Balochistan, Shahid Rind
has stated that no conscio-
nable person would term
the incident of argument be-
tween a government mem-
ber of provincial assembly
and female Professor of
University of Balochistan
as right.

While speaking in a
PTV Programme “Current
Affairs Time”, the GoB
spokesman said that the
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Ahmed Bugti had person-
ally contacted the lady lec-

turer participating in the
protest of Joint Action
Committee of UoB and
apologized to her soon af-
ter the video of the incident
went viral on social media.

The female teacher not
only accepted the apology
of Chief Minister but she
also tweeted in Balochi and
Brahvi languages addressing
the Chief Minister that he
(CM) is just like her elder
brother.

He said that in his
opinion where there would
be mistake, the Govern-
ment of Balochistan would
not be ashamed seeking

apology.
It is also not wrong to

seek apology on any
highhandedness, Shahid
Rind maintained.

The spokesman fir
said that it is the elected
government and it has to
deliver. He said that the
agenda of many people is
just to make political point
scoring. He said that the
argument of MPA with the
female teacher was a
wrong act and after this,
the Chief Minister’s mak-
ing apology on it speaks
clearly that he realizes that
it was a mistake.


