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PM launches Shuhada Package for
martyred federal govt officials;
resolves to eliminate smuggling

ABBOTTABAD (APP):

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday

launched the Shuhada Pack-
age to support the families
of the federal government
officials martyred in the line
of duty.

The prime minister
announced the package
during his visit to the fam-
ily of late Customs Inspec-
tor Syed Hasnain Ali
Tirmizi, who was martyred
in a firing incident in Dera
Ismail Khan a few days ago.
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar, PML-N leaders, and
senior government officers
were present.

PM Sharif handed
over a cheque under the
Shuhada Package to the
family of martyred person-
nel and assured his
government’s all-out efforts
for the security of the cus-
toms officials serving to
purge the country of smug-

gling. .
Offering Fateha for
the martyred soul and sym-
pathizing with the bereaved
family, he said that the
Shuhada Package, earlier
announced by the Punjab
government, had now been
extended to the federal gov-
ernment and could be re-
vised further considering
the country’s financial po-
sition.

The package com-
prises cash assistance,
housing allowance, free
education and medical
treatment. Under the pack-
age, the family members of
a martyred sepoy will get
Rs 10 million cash assis-
tance and Rs 13.5 million
housing allowance besides
free education and medical
treatment. The family of a
martyred customs inspec-
tor will be entitled for a
Rs15 million cash and Rs25
million housing allowance
along with free education
and medical facilities.

PM Sharif said the
package would also apply
to civilian officials, police
and law enforcement agen-
cies.

In his interaction with
the family members, the
prime minister showed
compassion and affection to
the orphaned children and
called them the “children of
ahero”.

He told the children
that entire nation was proud
over their “hero father”.

The prime minister
paid tribute to the late cus-
toms inspector who sacri-
ficed his life while fighting
against smuggling in a bid
to save billions of dollars
for the national economy.

He also lauded the pa-
tience and perseverance of
the martyred customs
inspector’s father and ap-
prised him of his
government’s ongoing ef-
forts to curb smuggling, cit-
ing holding several meetings
on the subject.
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ABBOTTABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif handing over PM’s Shuhada As-
sistance cheque to the father of Custom’s Inspec-
tor Hussnain Ali Tirmazi Shaheed.

Divorced from ground reality:

Pakistan rejects US
human rights report as
biased and politicized

Contents of report are unjust, relying
on inaccurate information and discon-
nected from ground realities, says FO

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Thursday cat-
egorically rejected the re-
cently released 2023 Coun-
try Report on human rights
practices issued by the US
State Department terming
its contents “unfair, based
on inaccurate information
and completely divorced
from the ground reality”.
Foreign Office Spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra
Bloch, in a statement, said
that the US State
Department’s annual exer-
cises of preparing such un-
solicited reports lacked ob-

jectivity and remained inher-
ently flawed in their meth-
odology. “These reports use
a domestic social lens to
judge human rights in other
countries in a politically bi-
ased manner. This year’s re-
port is once again conspicu-
ous by its lack of objectiv-
ity and politicization of the
international human rights
agenda,” she added.

The spokesperson
said the report clearly dem-
onstrated the double stan-
dards thus undermining the
international human rights
discourse.

MQM-P ‘agrees’ on
removal of Tessori

KARACHI (INP): The
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
changed its strategy for the
appointment of Governor
Sindh as Kamran Khan
Tessori is likely to be re-
placed by another party
colleague.

The sources privy to
the development said that
the MQM-P, which earlier
refused to replace Kamran
Tessori, has now shown
flexibility on the matter.

The sources within
the party said that Barris-
ter Farogh Naseem has
emerged as a strong candi-
date to replace Kamran
Tessori for the slot.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the ruling

party in Sindh, Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) had
demanded Tessori’s re-
moval from office, accus-
ing him of “creating a po-
litical divide and further
widening the gap between
urban and rural areas of the
province.”

PPP Sindh General
Secretary Senator Waqar
Mehdi said that Tessori has
not succeeded in closing the
gap between the urban and
rural areas and politics.

In the reply, the
MQM-P termed Mehdi’s
statement as unnecessary
and non-serious. “The
PPP should address the
growing sense of depriva-
tion during its 15-year rule
in Sindh.

PM removes
Chief
Commissioner

Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif has removed
Chief Commissioner (CC)
Islamabad Capt (Retd)
Anwar ul Haq from his
post.

According to sources
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
is likely to be appointed as
CC Islamabad after the re-
moval of Capt (Retd)
Anwar ul Haq from his of-
fice.

Muhammad Ali
Randhawa is grade-20 of-
ficer of Pakistan Adminis-
trative Service.

Awais Leghari
meets Chief
Minister Sindh

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Power
Division Awais Ahamd
Khan Leghari met with
Chief Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah here
Thursday at the Sindh
House. During the meeting
they agreed to cooperate in
the prevention of electric-
ity theft, said a statement.

The Sindh Chief Min-
ister assured full coopera-
tion in the ongoing cam-
paign against electricity pil-
ferage. The minister
thanked the chief minister
for his support in the na-
tional cause.

Price of POL
products likely
to be reduced
by Rs 7 per litter

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The price of petroleum prod-
ucts and diesel is likely to be
scaled down in Pakistan due
to decrease in their prices in
international market.

According to sources
the price of petrol has been
setas 107.16 dollar per bar-
rel with reduction in the
price by 1.86 dollar per bar-
rel in international market.

With the reduction of
4.30 dollar per barrel , the
price of diesel has gone
down to 104.76 dollars per
barrel in the international
market.

The price of petrol is
likely to be reduced by Rs
5 per litter and high speed
diesel by Rs 7 per litter in
Pakistan.

Heads of various Navies during 19th Western Pacific Naval Symposium
in Qingdao China.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah speaks at The Citizens
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Foundation (TCF) event: “Greatness of Spirit: Book Launch” at alocal hotel.

No complaints of judicial
interference under my
watch, says CJP

KARACHI (INP): Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa on
Thursday said he had not
received a single complaint
from any high court judge
about interference in judi-
cial affairs since assuming
the office.

The top judge was
addressing Sindh High
Court Bar Association
(SHCBA). He said no one
has reported any med-
dling in the judicial pro-
cess to him, adding that all
the incidents were taken
place before the start of
his tenure as CJP.

He categorically
stated that interference in
judiciary was not accept-
able but at the same time
set the record straight that
he had not received any
such complaint under his
watch.

On March 25, six
judges of the Islamabad
High Court wrote a letter
to the Supreme Judicial
Council regarding the “in-
terference of intelligence
agencies in judicial mat-

The letter was writ-
ten by Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, Justice
Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri,
Justice Babar Sattar, Jus-
tice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan, Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir and
Justice Saman Raffat
Imtiaz.

Later, the Supreme
Court initiated suo motu
proceedings on the THC
judges’ letter and sought a
proposal from the Pakistan
Bar Council (PBC), the Su-
preme Court Bar Associa-
tion (SCBA), high courts
and the federal government
to address the issue.

“They should sug-
gest what should be the
institutional response and
mechanism to address the
issues like the ones raised
in the letter [of THC
judges] and ensure that
such issues do not arise in
future and, if they do, to
fix liability and proceed
against those respon-
sible,” the top court said
in its April 3 order in the
suo motu case.

President
stresses joint
efforts to

control Malaria

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Thursday urged all pro-
vincial governments and
stakeholders to collaborate
in controlling the spread of
malaria and make Pakistan
a Malaria free country.

“I urge our healthcare
providers both in the pub-
lic and private sector, the
non-governmental organi-
zations, private entities,
philanthropists, commu-
nity leaders, media and
other stakeholders to raise
awareness about the Ma-
laria control issues but also
in alleviating the sufferings
of ailing human beings
through improved diagnos-
tic and therapeutic proce-
dures,” the president said
in amessage on World Ma-
laria Day.

He said the day which
is observed every year on
April 25, is a reminder of
the need to undertake con-
certed efforts in raising
awareness and finding so-
lutions to meet the growing
challenges to control Ma-
laria in the endemic areas of
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani presi

des over a

Senate House Business Advisory Committee meeting, held at Parliament

House in Islamabad.

Sindh Minister reviews
ongoing projects of
Building Department

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister of Works and Ser-
vices Ali Hassan Zardari
paid a surprise visit to the
projects of the Building
Department here on Thurs-
day.

The Minister directed
to complete the work of
Sindh Judicial Academy
immediately.

On this occasion, he
reviewed the ongoing
projects of the Ministers’
Secretariat Karachi and di-
rected to improve the qual-
ity of work.

Ali Hassan Zardari
also visited the under-con-
struction anti-corruption
complex. He inspected the

new residential flats built
for judges flats, officers and
staff.

The minister of Works
and Services directed to
complete the work as soon
as possible and said that the
contractors who do not
complete the work on time
will be blacklisted.

He visited the new
Chief Minister’s Secre-
tariat and reviewed the
work quality. The officers
of Works and Services de-
partment gave a briefing on
this occasion. The minis-
ter issued instructions
that the ongoing projects
in Karachi should be com-
pleted on time.

Nawaz Sharif ready to talk
to Imran Khan for the sake
of national interest: Rana

LAHORE (Online): PML-
N leader Rana Sana Ullah
has said Nawaz Sharif is
ready to talk to Imran Khan
for national interest.

In an interview with a
private channel Rana Sana
Ullah said Thursday that
PML-N Quaid was ready
for talks with Imran Khan
and he proved it through his
action.

He went on to say
Nawaz Sharif extended in-
vitation to Imran Khan for
talks when 126 days dharna
was underway.

He held Imran Khan
popularity among the
people is zero but he has
got vote of resistance and
sympathy during general
election.

PTI founder was us-
ing inappropriate words

against Nawaz Sharif at
that time but even then
Nawaz Sharif had extended
hands of talks to Imran
Khan.

Nawaz Sharif proved
through his action that he
gives priority to national
interest above all.

Nawaz Sharif had to
suffer heavily due to poli-
tics of resistance and narra-
tive, he stated. He had to
go to exile and his business
was destroyed.

What Gen (Retd)
Bajwa had said that he had
not sent Nawaz Sharif to
London is correct, he re-
marked.

He said Imran Khan
and his cabinet had sent
Nawaz Sharif'to London for
medical treatment, he indi-
cated.

‘Missing’ Saudi
woman, Pakistan
man found in

Karachi

KARACHI (INP): A Saudi
woman who went missing
in Pakistan and was re-
ported kidnapped to the
police have been found in
Karachi living with her al-
leged kidnapper, a young
Pakistani man, who has
been detained by the police,
BBC Urdu reported.

The woman had ar-
rived in Lower Dir district
of KP province to visit a
local man, who worked with
her in Saudi Arabia as
driver. They went missing
shortly afterwards and an
FIR was registered in
Islamabad. It accused the
Pakistani man, Abdul
Wahid, of kidnapping a
Saudi national.

Pakistan’s total
liquid foreign
reserves reach
$ 13.28 billion

KARACHI (APP): The
total liquid foreign reserves
of Pakistan stood at US$
13,280.5 million while for-
eign reserves held by the
central bank reached $
7,981.2 million in the week
ended on April 19, 2024.
The State Bank of Pa-
kistan, in a statement issued
here on Thursday, informed
that foreign reserves held by
the SBP decreased by $ 74
millionto $ 7,981.2 million
during the week under re-
view, due to external debt
repayments. Meanwhile,
net foreign reserves held by
commercial banks were re-
corded $ 5,299.3 million, it
added. Total liquid foreign
reserves held by the coun-
try, in the previous week
ended on April 12, 2024,
were $ 13,373.7 million.

CM lauds TCF’s
journey from 5 schools
to 2000 across country

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has said that un-
derprivileged students from
The Citizens Foundation
(TCF) have successfully
qualified for admission to
prestigious universities and
many of them have also
passed the CSS exams and
are currently working in
both national and multina-
tional companies.

“The motto of TCF
‘Quality education for the less
privileged’ has had and is hav-
ing an immense impact on our
society.” This he said while
speaking at a program The
Citizens Foundation (TCF)
organised in collaboration
with the Ramon Magsaysay
Award Foundation (RMAF)
- “Greatness of Spirit in
Karachi: Book Launch &
Magsaysay Laureate Re-
union,” ata local hotel.

CM Shah appreciated
TCF’s journey from five
schools to nearly 2,000
schools across the country
in the urban slums and rural
communities. “The Sindh
government has given its 500
Schools to TCF for their out-

standing results,” he said and
added that he was so pleased
to know that the TCF stu-
dents were qualifying for ad-
mission in prestigious Uni-
versities and some of them
have completed MBA from
IBA, and LUMS and quali-
fied for CSS exams and
Fulbright scholarships and
now serving in national and
multinational companies.
The CM expressed his ad-
miration for the Ramon
Magsaysay Award Founda-
tion, for initiating this pres-
tigious award which is now
considered an ‘Asian Noble
Prize’ in the field of public
service.

He also commented
that it’s heartening to
know that the RMAF
award was given regard-
less of nationality, religion
and ethnicity. On behalf of
the people of Pakistan es-
pecially the province of
Sindh, Murad Shah ex-
tended heartfelt gratitude
to RMAF for giving 13
prestigious awards to our
legends who have given
their lives to the country
for a public cause.

KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori
giving away cheque to a man during motorcycles and
cheques distribution ceremony at Governor House.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
announces 150 buses
for Karachi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif has announced 150
buses for Karachi during his
inaugural visit to the city.
The premier revealed the
decision to allocate 150
buses following a request
from Sindh Minister for
Transport, Sharjeel Inam
Memon, during a high-level
meeting. Sindh Transport
Minister Memon had re-
quested the prime minister
to provide 300 buses for
Karachi.

However, the PM
said that the federal gov-
ernment would provide
150 buses to the Sindh
transport department to
add them to their existing
fleet. PM Shahbaz also
commended the efforts of
the Sindh government in

enhancing transportation
services for the public
during his visit to the
Sindh government’s trans-
port system.

About the Karachi
Circular Railway (KCR)
project, the CM told the
prime minister that on the
advice of the federal gov-
ernment, a revised feasibil-
ity was undertaken in 2023
and shared with the Eco-
nomic Affairs Division &
Ministry of Transport,
Peoples Republic of
China on May 4, 2023.
He requested the prime
minister to order the min-
istry concerned to facili-
tate the framework agree-
ment for the execution of
the KCR under the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC).

Govt determined to
eradicate terrorism:
Attaullah Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Attaullah Tarar Thursday
informed the National As-
sembly that the government
was determined to eradicate
terrorism from the country.

Inresponse to a calling
attention notice regarding
increase in incidents of sui-
cidal bombing in different
parts of country and in-
crease in number of inci-
dents of snatching, gunshots
in Karachi, Hyderabad and
Kashmore, he said, that fol-
lowing the Peshawar APS
attack, the National Action
Plan was devised with con-
sensus among all stakehold-
ers, and its implementation

was promptly initiated.
The minister said that prov-
inces extended cooperation
to the federal government in
executing the National Ac-
tion Plan. He highlighted the
commencement of two suc-
cessful operations, Zarb-e-
Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad,
aimed at eradicating terror-
ism from the country.
Tarar said that after the
operations, a significant de-
cline was witnessed in terror-
ist incidents in the country.
He expressed regret over the
lack of meetings and imple-
mentation of the National Ac-
tion Plan by the Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ments led by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in2018.

Industries promotion can
help eliminate unemployment:
Commerce Minister

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Industries and
Commerce Jam Ikramullah
Dharejo on Thursday di-
rected the officials con-
cerned to utilize all avail-
able resources for the pro-
motion of small industries
in the province and ob-
served that promotion of
industries can help elimi-
nate unemployment in
Sindh.

The Sindh Minister

for Industries and Com-
merce said this while chair-
ing a meeting of officers of
Sindh Small Industries Cor-
poration (SSIC).

Managing Director
SSIC Dr. Sarwat Faheem
and other officers also at-
tended the meeting.

The Minister directed
the officers to improve the
recovery and also ensure
timely payment of salaries
of employees of the SSIC.
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Digital growth

Technology divides us. According to a new UNDP
report on Pakistan, titled Doing Digital for Develop-
ment — Access, Adopt, Anticipate, Accelerate, no-
ticeable differences in human development can be seen
between those districts that have embraced digital
transformation compared to those that have lagged

behind.

The report, which underscores the importance of

equitable and safe access to technology as an impor-
tant means of improving human lives, places Pakistan
in the category of countries where digital develop-
ment can thus far be described as ‘moderate’ at
best.Over half the country still has no access to the
internet, and its women remain grossly underserved.
Of'the women who do have access to digital technolo-
gies, 83.5pc say their phone ownership is policed by
their spouses or parents. Meanwhile, digital develop-
ment among the richest 20pc of its population is 15
times greater than in its poorest quintile. Clearly, digi-
tal access has become a marker of privilege in Paki-
stan. This needs to be urgently addressed. Pakistan is
already among the lowest-ranked countries in the
UNDP’s Human Development and Gender Inequality
indices. It would appear that sound digital develop-
ment policies alone can greatly strengthen its present
dismal standing in these areas. It is encouraging, in
this context, to note that Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal has described access to digital resources and
modern technologies as a fundamental human neces-
sity, just like electricity, healthcare or education.

One hopes that this belief is more commonplace
at the policy level than it presently seems to be.
Democratising digital development will catalyse a rapid,
if not immediate, improvement in human development
indicators for the underserved segments of the Paki-
stani citizenry. All that is needed is some creative re-
thinking about how they can be better integrated into
the overall digital development scheme, especially in
terms of ease of internet access. The government may;,
for example, consider an internet subsidy for underde-
veloped districts. With policy debates on what Paki-
stan needs to re-emerge from its economic slump re-
peatedly hitting the resource-constraint wall, perhaps
it is time our policymakers started giving more
weightage to the role accelerated digital development
can play in turning things around quickly and
sustainably. Apart from erasing distortions in intra-
district human development, increased adoption of
modern technologies will also help improve national
productivity. Consider that next door in India, even
roadside hawkers have adopted digital payment
systems simply because they ease commerce for
both buyers and sellers in myriad different ways.
There is no reason why the ordinary people of Paki-
stan will not embrace similar digital-driven improve-
ments in their everyday lives, especially if they are
also backed enthusiastically by the government
under a comprehensive digital development policy.
The existing infrastructure may need improvements
over time, but for now, a concerted push in the right
direction is a good place to start.

Impact of disinformation and deepfakes

By Muhammad
Mohsin Igbal

The term
“disinformation” has
gained significant trac-
tion in the modern world,
but the act of disseminat-
ing false or misleading
information for the pur-
pose of deceiving or ma-
nipulating is far from a
new phenomenon.
Throughout history, di-
verse forms of misinfor-
mation, propaganda, and
deceptive communica-
tion have been prevalent,
shaping narratives and
influencing public opin-
ion across different cul-
tures and periods.

In ancient Athenian
Democracy, during the
5th Century BC, politi-

cal orators like
Alcibiades and
Themistocles were

known for using per-
suasive techniques that
sometimes-included ex-
aggerations or selective
presentation of facts to
sway public opinion in
their favor. Similarly,
during the medieval pe-
riod, monarchs, reli-
gious institutions, and
rulers utilized manu-
scripts, artworks, and
proclamations to con-
trol narratives and shape
perceptions. Feudal so-
cieties witnessed lords
and monarchs employ-
ing narratives and loy-
alty oaths to reinforce
hierarchical structures
and cultivate loyalty
among vassals.

The Renaissance
and Enlightenment peri-
ods saw the use of pam-

phlets, newspapers, and
books to disseminate
ideas challenging estab-
lished norms. However,
it was during World War
I and I  that
disinformation and pro-
paganda emerged as le-
thal tools, blatantly used
by various nations to
shape public percep-
tion, boost morale, and
vilify the enemy. The
ideological conflict of
the Cold War further in-
tensified these efforts,
with both the United
States and the Soviet
Union engaging in ex-
tensive propaganda
campaigns to influence
global opinion.

With the emergence
of television and global
media, disinformation
campaigns evolved into
more sophisticated en-
deavors. Governments
and non-state entities
began using misinforma-
tion to pursue political
objectives, contributing
to the surge in dissemi-
nation of conspiracy
theories. During this
era, Muslims and Islam
faced heightened preju-
dice and discrimination
fueled by unfounded
propaganda and
disinformation.

Fast forward to the
digital age, the advent
of the internet and so-
cial media has intro-
duced fresh avenues for
the swift transmission
of information, encom-
passing both accurate
and erroneous content.
In contemporary de-
mocracies, there is
growing apprehension
about disinformation
campaigns, fake news,
and online manipula-
tion.

Instances have
been noted where coun-
tries engage in false flag
operations to tarnish the
reputation of neighbor-
ing nations.

on journalism

In this digital age,
where information and
media play pivotal roles
in shaping public opin-
ion, the emergence of
deepfake technology in-
troduces a disconcert-
ing dimension to the
landscape of election
campaigns. Deepfakes
refer to the sophisti-
cated use of artificial in-
telligence to create real-
istic video or audio con-
tent, often featuring in-
dividuals saying or do-
ing things they never
actually did.

One of the primary
concerns is the ease
with which deepfakes
can be disseminated
through social media
platforms, where infor-
mation spreads rapidly
and is often consumed
without thorough scru-
tiny. A manipulated
video of a candidate
could go viral, shaping
public perception and
influencing voter senti-
ments. The impact ex-
tends beyond its imme-
diate release, as media
outlets scramble to
verify authenticity, lead-
ing to heightened atmo-
sphere of suspicion and
mistrust.

Furthermore, the
potential for deepfakes
to target key moments
in an election campaign
adds complexity, over-
shadowing policy dis-
cussions and shifting
focus to sensational-
ism. In the wake of
these concerns, coun-
tering deepfake threats
in election campaigns
emerges as a critical im-
perative.

Policymakers, tech-
nology companies, and
electoral bodies must
collaborate to develop
robust mechanisms for
detecting and prevent-
ing the spread of
deepfakes. Educating
the public about their

existence and potential
impact becomes a cor-
nerstone of resilience
against this new form of
misinformation.

Safeguarding the
integrity of democratic
processes demands a
proactive approach that
addresses the evolving
challenges posed by ar-
tificial intelligence-
driven manipulation. As
election campaigns un-
fold in an era of deepfake
technology, the need for
vigilance and collective
action is clear. It’s im-
perative to uphold the
principles of truth and
transparency to pre-
serve the integrity of
democratic institutions.

In an era where in-
formation spreads at the
click of a button, the ve-
racity of news has be-
come increasingly pre-
carious. The rise of
disinformation and
deepfakes has un-
leashed a torrent of chal-
lenges for journalism,
threatening the very
foundations of truth and
credibility.

Disinformation, the
deliberate spread of false
or misleading informa-
tion, has become a
weapon of choice for
various actors seeking
to manipulate public
opinion.

With the prolifera-
tion of social media plat-
forms, misinformation
can reach millions
within seconds, blurring
the lines between fact
and fiction. Journalists,
once revered as
gatekeepers of truth,
now find themselves
wading through a quag-
mire of falsehoods,
struggling to separate
reality from propaganda.

Deepfakes, a more
insidious offspring of
disinformation, pose an
even graver threat.
These sophisticated Al-

generated videos ma-
nipulate audio and vi-
sual content to create
hyper-realistic simula-
tions of individuals say-
ing or doing things they
never did. From politi-
cians to celebrities, no
one is immune to the
potential damage
wrought by deepfakes.
They can be used to
fabricate speeches, in-
cite violence, or even
sway elections, sowing
discord and eroding
trust in institutions.
The impact of
disinformation and
deepfakes on journalism
is multifaceted and pro-
found. Firstly, they un-
dermine the credibility
of news sources, foster-
ing a climate of skepti-
cism and distrust. In an
environment where mis-
information thrives, au-
diences become in-
creasingly cynical,
questioning the legiti-
macy of even well-re-
searched reporting. This
erosion of trust not only
undermines the integrity
of journalism but also
poses a threat to democ-
racy itself, as an in-
formed electorate is es-
sential for a functioning

society.

Moreover, the pro-
liferation of
disinformation and

deepfakes complicates
the already daunting
task of fact-checking.
Journalists are forced to
navigate a labyrinth of
deceit, verifying sources
and cross-referencing
information in a race
against time. Yet, even
the most diligent efforts
can falter in the face of
sophisticated
disinformation cam-
paigns designed to de-
ceive and mislead.
Furthermore, the
prevalence of
disinformation and
deepfakes has pro-

found implications for
the future of journalism
itself. As trust in tradi-
tional media continues
to erode, journalists are
forced to grapple with
existential questions
about their role in soci-
ety. How can they up-
hold the principles of
truth and accuracy in an
age of rampant decep-
tion? How can they re-
gain the trust of a skep-
tical public inundated
with misinformation?
These are daunting
challenges that demand
innovative solutions
and a reimagining of the
journalistic landscape.

In response to
these challenges, news
organizations must pri-
oritize transparency and
accountability. By
openly acknowledging
the prevalence of
disinformation and
deepfakes, journalists
can begin to rebuild
trust with their audi-
ences. Moreover, col-
laboration between jour-
nalists, technologists,
and policymakers is es-
sential to developing
strategies for combating
the spread of misinfor-
mation and safeguarding
the integrity of the
news.

Ultimately, the im-
pact of disinformation
and deepfakes on jour-
nalism is far-reaching
and profound. As so-
ciety grapples with the
implications of an in-
creasingly digital and
interconnected world,
the need for reliable
and trustworthy jour-
nalism has never been
greater.

Only by confront-
ing these challenges
head-on can journal-
ists hope to fulfill their
essential role as guard-
ians of truth in a world
besieged by false-
hoods.

Commerce News

Domestic wheat production
ogrew by 5.4%,29.69 min
tons output estimated

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Committee on
Agriculture (FCA) was
informed on Thursday that
wheat production in the
country during the current
season (2023-24) grew by
5.4 percent as compared to
the output of the
corresponding period of
the last year.

The FCA met here
with Minister for National
Food Security and Research
Rana Tanveer Hussain in
chair, which was also
attended by the relevant
federal and provincial
authorities.

While reviewing the
performance of the Rabi
crops (2023-24), the
Committee observed that
wheat production for the
current season was
estimated at 29.69 million

tons as the crop was sown
over an area of 9.6 million
hectares.

The output of other
crops, including onions, for
the period under review
was estimated at 1.92
million tons from an area
0f'0.122 million hectares.

The increase in
production was 3.9%,
whereas the area decreased
5.4% over the last year,
whereas tomato
production during the
season was estimated at
627.47 thousand tons from
an area of 50.9 thousand
hectares. The production
of the above-mentioned
commodity increased by
3.9%, whereas the area
decreased by 0.3% over the
last year.

Meanwhile, potato
production for 2023-24

was estimated at 8.1
million tons from an area
0f 0.3 million hectares. The
increase in production was
27.9% over the target
assigned by the last FCA.

The FCA held
detailed deliberations over
the production targets for
essential Kharif crops in
2024-25 and decided to fix
the production target of
cotton at 10.8 million
bales, whereas the 8.7
million-ton production
target for rice is over 3.1
million hectares of land.

The maize target was
fixed at 9.3 million tons of
production over 1.5 million
hectares of land.

The Committee also
fixed the production target
of sugarcane for 2024-25
at 76.7 million tons over an
area of 1.3 million hectares.

Ahad Cheem lauds
UNDP’s cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs, Ahad
Khan Cheema on Thursday
appreciated the role of
United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) in the provision
of critical assistance to
Pakistan, especially during
floods 2022 and support to
the International Partners’
Support Group (IPSG).
The minister was
talking to United Nations
Assistant Secretary
General (ASG), Asia, and
the Pacific, Ms. Kanni
Wignaraja during a meeting
here, according to press
=

statement issued by
Economic Affairs Division

Assuring
government’s commitment,
he said government was
looking forward to
continue cooperation with
UNDP for bridging
financing gap in achieving
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

The minister stressed
that better visibility of off
budget projects and
alignment between UNDP
projects and national
development objectives
were essential in achieving
Sustainable Development
Goals.

Meta
delegation

calls on Shaza

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
two-member delegation
of Meta called on
Minister of State for IT
and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja

in her office on
Thursday.

The  delegation
comprised Dania

Mukhtar, Head of Public
Policy for Pakistan at
Meta and Taabeer Ather,
Manager Public Policy
for Pakistan.

The meeting
discussed in details
responsible use of social
media platforms, said a
news release.

-
1

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting with Keith Svendsen, CEO of APM
Terminals, accompanied by Ambassador, Ambassador Jakob Linulf.

=15

—
ISLAMABAD: High-powered Federal Committee on Agriculture (FCA) mandated to oversee strategic measures for ensuring

food security in the country, held its meeting under the Chairmanship of Rana Tanveer Hussain, Federal Minister for National

Food Security & Research.

Action taken against
officers not recovering
85% tax: Secretary

SARGODHA (APP):
Excise, Taxation and
Narcotics Control
(ET&NC) Punjab
Secretary Masood

Mukhtar has said that
action has been taken
against the officers who did
not meet the target of 85%
taxes recovery across the
province.

He expressed these
views during a surprise
visit to the Excise and
Taxation office Sargodha
Division, here on
Thursday. The Secretary
said that Excise and
Taxation Officers (ETOs)
would have to go to the
field themselves whereas
the recovery of district

Khushab and district
Bhakkar would Dbe
monitored closely.

He said that he had
already issued clear
instructions to the
divisional directors and
ETOs of all districts to
meet the recovery targets
given by the government
up to 100% in all
circumstances. “All
districts are required to
recover 85% of their target
in May”, he instructed.

He said that the
districts whose recovery
was not as per the target
had been directed to
monitor the recovery of
ETOs of their respective
districts on a daily basis.

Faysal Bank unveils

strong financial results
for the Q1°24

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Faysal Bank
Limited (FBL), one of the
leading Islamic banks in
Pakistan, continued with
its growth stride during
the first quarter of
2024, whereby the profit
after tax doubled to PKR
6.5 billion as compared to
Q1 2023.Earnings per
share increased from Rs.
2.12 to Rs. 4.29,
while the Bank also declared
an interim cash dividend of
Rs. 1/- per share, i.e. 10
percent, saod a news
release here on Thursday.
The total assets reached a
new high of Rs.1.5 trillion,
with deposits increasing to

Rs.1.050 trillion and loan
book in excess of Rs. 603
billion. Advance-to-
Deposit Ratio (ADR)
was at a healthy 55
percent, while its Capital
Adequacy Ratio
stood at 18.57
percent, well above the
regulatory requirement.

The sound financial
performance and the strong
balance sheet footing is
reflective of the
Bank’s solid business fundamentals
coupled with prudent risk
management practices.

It further solidifies the
bank’s position as a key
player within the Islamic
banking segment.

WB Director urges ‘bold’
fiscal reforms for Pakistan’s
macroeconomic stability

ISLAMABAD (APP):
World Bank’s (WB) Global
Director for Governance
Arturo Herrera Gutierrez
on Thursday stressed the
need for ‘bold’ fiscal
reforms to address
Pakistan’s debt distress and
achieve macroeconomic
stability.

Speaking at a lecture
organized by the Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE),
Gutierrez highlighted the
urgency of sustainable
fiscal reforms, drawing
from international
experiences.

“Pakistan stands at a
crucial juncture where it
can either pave the path for

sustained economic growth
or fall into the recurring
traps of debt distress,”
Gutierrez remarked.

He discussed
historical economic
challenges faced by

countries like Mexico in
the 1980s and how these
experiences shape fiscal
strategies today.
Moreover, he
outlined the necessity of
strong macroeconomic
frameworks, robust debt
management practices, and
the establishment of
institutional arrangements
to ensure discipline in
fiscal policy.
Gutierrez
emphasized that ensuring

fiscal sustainability
required a comprehensive
long-term strategy, not
just balancing budgets
annually.

“These measures are
critical for building
credibility and securing
access to financial
markets,” the WB director
said while emphasizing the

need to maintain
consistency over time to
avoid the economic

problems of the past.

He brought to the
attention the concerning
resurgence of debt distress
globally, particularly post-
COVID-19, necessitating a
re-evaluation of fiscal
sustainability approaches.

PSX loses
80 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-Index of
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Thursday shed
80.49 points, a negative
change of 0.11 percent,
closing at 71,971.40
points against 72,051.89

points the previous
trading day.A total of
798,527,177 shares

valuing Rs.27.542 billion
were traded during the day
as compared to
599,401,643 shares
valuing Rs. 24.459 billion
the last day.Some 389
companies transacted
their shares in the stock
market; 173 of them
recorded gains and 191
sustained losses, whereas
the share prices of 25
remained unchanged.

Kazakh envoy
stresses quantum jump
in bilateral trade

FAISALABAD (APP):
The business community
must avail all opportunities
to give quantum jump to
bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Kazakhstan,
said Yerzhan Kistafin,
ambassador of the Republic
of Kazakhstan.
Addressing a selected
gathering at the Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (FCCI), he said
that both countries were
enjoying cordial relations,
but the business
community must translate
these ties into economic
terms.
He

termed  the

business-to-business
(B2B) contacts brother-to-
brother relations and said
that it had paved the way
to fully exploit the
untapped business
potential. He said that
three cities of Pakistan had
already been declared sister
cities of Kazakhstan and
now Shymkent has been
declared sister city of
Faisalabad because of their
similarities in textile. He
urged textile exporters to
invest in this city to
directly capture the five
Eurasian countries
including Russia and
Belarus.
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CM KP chairs meeting on
CRBC Left Canal project

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Gandapur, chaired a
meeting on the CRBC Left
Canal Project on Thursday
and decided to issue the
project tender by July of
this year.

The meeting was
attended by officials from
relevant provincial and
federal government
departments.

During the briefing,
the participants were
informed that an agreement
had been reached between
the federal and provincial
governments on previously
finalized project

implementation details.
Briefings were provided
by relevant authorities on
various aspects of the
project during the meeting.

It was informed that
Rs. 20 billion would be
allocated for the project in
the upcoming fiscal year’s
development program,
with the federal
government also pledging
Rs. 10 billion in the
upcoming fiscal year’s
PSDP for the project.

According to the
briefing, funds for the
project will be shared from
the federal government and
35% from the provincial
government.
Approximately 286,000
acres of barren land will be
irrigated through the Left
Canal Project. The meeting
also decided to initiate
another project to irrigate
an additional 90,000 acres

of land in southern
districts. The Chief
instructed

Minister

relevant authorities to
commence work on this

project.
He further instructed
them to ensure the

completion of all necessary
arrangements for tendering
the CRBC Left Canal
Project by July of the
current year. The Chief
Minister emphasized that
the CRBC Left Canal
Project is indispensable for
the food security of the
province and highlighted its
importance for the
country’s food security. He
stressed the need for early
completion without any
further delay. The Chief
Minister stated that the
provincial government
would provide funds on a
priority basis for projects,
considering the economic
viability of the project.

ABBOTTABAD:

Wdrkers of Wate-r and

Sanitation Services Company Abbottabad
(WSSCA) are cleaning and collecting solid waste
during cleaning drive campaign at the Main KKH

road in Abbottabad.

Order for recounting cannot
be given after issuance of

forms, 47,48 and 49: LHC

LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
while upholding the
success of Rana Bilal [jaz
of Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC) from National

Assembly (NA)
constituency  NA-81
Gujranwala has declared
illegal the Election
Commission (EC)
notification for recounting.

EC has issued

notification for recounting
on PML-N candidate

Azhar Qayyum
application.
It has been maintained

in the written order
recounting cannot be
conducted after issuance of
forms 47, 48 and 49. The
notification for counting of
votes could be issued
during election process.

According to written
decision EC notification in
connection with re-
counting has no legal
standing. The court
declares null and void EC
notification for re-
counting. Notification of
recounting which was
issued on March 18 is
illegal.

Collective efforts
needed to curb
terrorism:
Barrister

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: The recent
spike of targeted attacks on
security forces, customs
and police in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, is a national
issue which must be
addressed with collective
efforts, said Barrister Dr
Saifhere on Thursday. “We
can overcome and eliminate
the menace of terrorism
with united efforts, ©
Barrister Dr Saif said.

K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister’s Advisor on
Information and Public
Relations Barrister Dr Saif
further said that terrorism
is our country’s serious
matter and police, security
forces and law enforcement
agencies are fighting war
against terrorism with
available resources.
Hundreds of civilians and
security forces have lost
their lives during the recent
terrorists attacks, he added.
Police and security forces
are vigilant and determined
to wipe out the menace of
terrorism, he said. He said
such sacrifices of law
enforcement and security
agencies would further
strengthen our resolve.

Zat

LAHORE: Provincial Minister Food, Bilal Yaseen inaugurating a squad of
vehicles for checking stale meat in the office of Punjab Ford Authority in the

e e

provincial capital, along with DG Food Authority, Asim Javed and others in

the Provincial Capital.

Minister launches special

‘Meat Safety

Task Force’

in Punjab Food Auhtority

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Food Minister Bilal Yasin
launched a special ‘Meat
Safety Task Force’ in the
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA), here on Thursday.

The force would
consist of meat specialist
doctors to ensure detailed
inspection of meat, being
supplied across province.

While talking to the
media, he said meat safety
teams would conduct
detailed inspections of
slaughter houses, frozen
meat units, meat shops,
and meat processing units
on daily basis. The force
will also check the meat
supplied at the entry
points and meat markets of

all districts including
Lahore. A complete record
of traceability of meat
coming from poultry
farms, slaughterhouses will
also be compiled and strict
checking of entry points
will be ensured in the
morning hours.

The Food Minister
said that Punjab Food
Authority discarded 60
thousand kg of substandard
meat during checking of
meat shops and entry
points in a few days. He
said that elements hostile
to health will never be
allowed to do business and
continuous checking is
going on to ensure quality
milk, meat and food.

FC man shot

dead in Bannu

PESHAWAR (APP): An
official of  Frontier
Constabulary (FC) was shot
dead by  unknown
motorcyclists in the Janikhel
area of Bannu district on
Thursday. Police said FC
personnel, Abid Ullah was
on leave from duty and was
on the way home after
working in his fields when
armed motorcyclists shot
him dead.

On receiving
information, the police force
arrived at the scene and
collected evidence for
investigation.

The Body of the
deceased FC personnel was
shifted to the hospital for
medico-legal procedure.
Police have launched a
search operation in the area
to arrest the perpetrators
involved in the killing.

Complete digitalization of
EPIin progress; efforts on to
maintain cold chain: Qasim

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Provincial
Minister for Health, Syed
Qasim Ali Shah Thursday
said that efforts are
underway to completely
digitalize Expanded
Programme for
Immunization (EPI) besides
maintaining the cold chain
to ensure the supply of
vaccines in every nook and
corner of the province.

These  views  were
expressed by Syed Qasim
Shah while speaking as chief
guest at a ceremony held
here on Thursday to
commemorate 50 years of
the EPI programme. During
the ceremony, Provincial
Health Minister paid
special tribute to Prof Dr
Ashfaq Ahmad Khan (Late)
for being the founding
father of paediatrics.

Nine dead,
1,318 injured
in Punjab road

accidents

Independent Report
LAHORE: Nine persons
were killed and 1,318
others injured in 1,276 road
accidents in Punjab during
the last 24 hours.

As many as 607
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
711 with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

PHC seeks details
of registered cases
against KP CM

PESHAWAR (APP): A
two-member bench of
Peshawar High Court
comprising Justice Shakeel
Ahmed and Justice Dr
Khurshid Igbal on
Wednesday sought details
of registered cases against
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Ali
Amin Gandapur by anti-
corruption watchdog.

The counsel of Ali
Amin Gandapur had filed
an application in the high
court for details of cases.

Additional Director
Federal Investigation

Agency (FIA) told the court
that there were two inquiries
against Ali Amin, in the Dera
Ismail Khan region. The
police representative said
that there were six First

Investigation Reports
(FIRs) in Dera Ismail Khan
region while the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) prosecutor informed
about one case against the
KP CM. Counsel for
petitioner Arshad Ali told the
court that Anti-corruption
officials have not yet
submitted their response.
Justice Shakeel Ahmed
wondered how the anti-
corruption department could
not respond to the
government. The Advocate
General replied that an
important meeting was
scheduled for April 29 in
which all the stakeholders
including the police chief
would be invited to take
important decisions related
to political cases.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor

Haji Ghulam Ali is being presented Khyber
Pakhtunkhawa Public Service Commission Annual
performance Report 2023 by the Chairman KPPSC
Mr. Sikandar Qayoum at Governor’s House.

WWB directed to
identify board’s land
for revenue generation

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Labor, Fazal Shakoor Khan
has directed Workers
Welfare Board (WWB) to
identify commercial land of
the board sand utilize it for
revenue generation.

He issued these
directives while chairing
meeting of WWB held here
on Thursday. He also
directed to form a
committee comprising
three members from WWB

to compile ideas and
suggestions regarding land
identification and sought a
report within two week
time. He said that
construction of plazas,
shops and parks on the
commercial land would
play a vital role in revenue
generation for WWB. On
the occasion, the minister
was  briefed about
vocational, technical and
general educational
institutions working under
WWB.

International News

155 killed in Tanzania as
heavy rains lash East Africa

Monitoring Desk
TANZANIA: At least 155
people have died in Tanza-
nia as torrential rains linked
to El Nino triggered flood-
ing and landslides, Prime
Minister Kassim Majaliwa
said on Thursday.

Tanzania and other
countries in East Africa —
a region highly vulnerable
to climate change — have
been pounded by heavier
than usual rainfall during
the current rainy season,
with dozens of deaths also
reported in Kenya.

Majaliwa said more
than 51,000 households
and 200,000 people have
been affected by the rains,
with 155 fatalities and 236
injured.

“The heavy El Nino
rains, accompanied by
strong winds, floods, and
landslides in various parts
of the country, have
caused significant dam-
age,” Majaliwa told par-
liament in Tanzania’s capi-
tal Dodoma.

“These include loss

of life, destruction of
crops, homes, citizens’
property, and infrastruc-
ture such as roads,
bridges, and railways,” he
added.

ElNino is a naturally
occurring climate pattern
typically associated with
increased heat worldwide,
drought in some parts of
the world and heavy rains
elsewhere, and can have a
devastating impact in East
Africa.

In Burundi, one of the
poorest countries on the
planet, around 96,000 people
have been displaced by
months of relentless rains.

In addition, about 45
people have been killed in
Kenya since the start of
the rainy season in
March, including 13 who
lost their lives in flash
floods in the capital
Nairobi this week.

Kenyan President
William Ruto convened an
emergency multi-agency
meeting on Thursday to
respond to the crisis after

torrential rains triggered
floods that caused chaos
across the city, blocking
roads and bridges and en-
gulfing homes in slum dis-
tricts.

Kenyans have been
warned to stay on alert,
with the forecast for more
heavy rains across the
country, while officials
said people living in the
most vulnerable areas
would be relocated.

“The government will
do whatever it takes, ap-
ply all the required re-
sources in terms of money
and personnel to make
sure that lives are not lost
and the people of Kenya
are protected from this di-
saster,” Deputy President
Rigathi Gachagua told a
press briefing.

Meanwhile, the UN
humanitarian response
agency OCHA said in an
update this week that in
Somalia, the Gu (April to
June) rains are intensifying
with flash floods reported
since April 19.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with

Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the
Grand Halls in Shanghai, China.

Russia vetoes a UN resolution
calling for the prevention of a
dangerous nuclear arms race in space

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: Rus-
sia on Wednesday vetoed a
U.N. resolution sponsored
by the United States and Ja-
pan calling on all nations to
prevent a dangerous nuclear
arms race in outer space,
calling it “a dirty spectacle”
that cherry picks weapons
of mass destruction fromall
other weapons that should
also be banned.

The vote in the 15-

member Security Council
was 13 in favor, Russia op-
posed and China abstain-
ing.

The resolution would
have called on all countries
not to develop or deploy
nuclear arms or other weap-
ons of mass destruction in
space, as banned under a
1967 international treaty
that included the U.S. and
Russia, and to agree to the
need to verify compliance.

Pro-Palestinian

US high school

students accuse
school of

censoring speech

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Some US
students at Washington,
D.C.’s Jackson-Reed High
School filed a lawsuit on
Wednesday alleging the
public high school’s admin-
istrators censored them by
prohibiting pro-Palestinian
events. The lawsuit said ad-
ministrators treated the Arab
Student Union, a student
club at the high school, dif-
ferently from other groups
like the Black Student Union
and the Asian Student
Union by restricting its ac-
tivities. “For the past four
months, it [the Arab Student
Union] and its members
have been trying to engage
in expressive activities at the
high school — showing a
documentary film, putting
up posters, distributing lit-
erature, presenting a cultural
programme — but have been
stopped at every turn by the
school administration.”

PLUS UNIE
PLUS SQUVERAINE
PLUS DEMOCRATIQUE

French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech on Europe in the

* * * *

amphitheatre of the Sorbonne University in Paris, France.

Israel pummels Gaza
after US approves
military aid

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: Israeli war-
planes pounded the north-
ern Gaza strip for a second
day on Wednesday in a
fierce assault that has shat-
tered weeks of comparative
calm, and Israel said it was
moving forward with plans
for an all-out assault on
Rafah in the south.

The renewed attacks
came after the US Congress
approved $13 billion in
military aid for Tel Aviv.

Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Israel Katz said the
Senate’s approval of the aid

package already passed by
the House of Representa-
tives sent a “‘strong message
to all our enemies” in a post
on social media platform X.

Even though Western
countries, including the
United States, have pleaded
with it to hold back from
attacking the city on Gaza’s
southern edge,
aspokesperson for PM
Benjamin Netanyahu’s
government said Israel was
“moving ahead” with its
plans for a ground opera-
tion on Rafah, but gave no
timeline.

Gaza could surpass
famine thresholds in six
weeks, UN official says

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: The Gaza Strip
could surpass famine thresh-
olds of food insecurity, mal-
nutrition and mortality in
six weeks, an official from
the World Food Programme
said on Wednesday (Apr
24). “We are getting closer
by the day to a famine situ-
ation,” said Gian Caro Cirri,
Geneva director of the
World Food Programme
(WFP). “There is reasonable
evidence that all three fam-
ine thresholds - food inse-
curity, malnutrition and
mortality - will be passed in

the next six weeks.” A UN-
backed report published in
March said that famine was
imminent and likely to oc-
cur by May in northern
Gaza and could spread
across the enclave by July.
On Tuesday, a US official
said the risk of famine in
Gaza, especially in the
north, was very high. Cirri
was speaking at the launch
ofareport by the Global Net-
work Against Food Crises,
an alliance of humanitarian
and development actors in-
cluding United Nations agen-
cies, the World Bank.

Taliban govt
joins climate
change talks

for first time

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: The Taliban gov-
ernment has entered the
first stage of discussions
with the United Nations,
donors and non-govern-
mental organisations,
over the impact of climate
change in Afghanistan,
organisers said on
Wednesday.

After four decades of
war, Afghanistan is
ranked as one of the coun-
tries least prepared to
tackle the effects of cli-
mate change that are spur-
ring extreme weather con-
ditions and warping natu-
ral environments.

4 injured as
cavalry horses
run amok in

London

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: A number of
military horses, including
one covered in blood, ran
amok on the streets of cen-
tral London and injured at
least four people on
Wednesday.

The horses belong to
the Household Cavalry,
which acts as the British
monarch’s official body-
guard and takes part in
ceremonial duties.

They are garrisoned at
Hyde Park barracks, less
than a mile away from
Buckingham Palace.

Blinken calls for US, China
to manage differences

Monitoring Desk
SHANGHALI: US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
called on Thursday on the
United States and China to
manage their differences “re-
sponsibly” as he went on a
charm offensive ahead of ex-
pected tough talks.

A day before meeting
Beijing’s top brass to tackle
thorny issues including
Russia, Taiwan and trade,
Blinken’s visit to Shanghai
has seen him sample local
food, watch a basketball
game and stroll along the
city’s famous Bund prom-
enade. Visiting the local
Communist Party leader in
a room with sweeping
views of the Shanghai sky-
line, Blinken said US Presi-
dent Joe Biden was com-
mitted to “direct and sus-
tained” dialogue between
the world’s two largest
economies after years of
mounting tension.

“I think it’s important
to underscore the value —

in fact, the necessity — of
direct engagement, of
speaking to each other, lay-
ing out our differences,
which are real, seeking to
work through them,”
Blinken said.

“We have an obliga-
tion for our people — in-
deed an obligation to the
world — to manage the re-
lationship between our two
countries responsibly.”

The Chinese Commu-
nist Party secretary for
Shanghai, Chen Jining, wel-
comed Blinken partly in
English and spoke of the
importance of US busi-
nesses to the city.

“Whether we choose
cooperation or confrontation
affects the well-being of both
peoples, both countries and
the future of humanity,”
Chen told him. The country’s
financial capital, Shanghai is
often a stepping stone to
power in China, with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping previously
serving briefly in the city.

‘Europe could die,’
Macron warns, as he calls
for stronger defences

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: President
Emmanuel Macron ap-
pealed on Thursday for
stronger, more integrated
European defences and
said the continent must
not become a vassal of the
United States, as he out-
lined his vision for a more
assertive European Union
on the global stage.

With just three years
left of his second and fi-
nal term in office, and
having lost his parliamen-
tary majority in 2022,
Macron, 46, wants to
show his critics that he
retains the energy and
fresh thinking that helped
propel him into the presi-
dency in 2017 and that he
has not become a lame
duck leader.

“There is a risk our
Europe could die. We are
not equipped to face the
risks,” Macron said in his
speech at the Sorbonne
University in Paris, warn-
ing that military, eco-
nomic, trade and other

pressures could weaken
and fragment the 27-na-
tion EU.

Macron said Russia
must not be allowed to
win in Ukraine, and he
called for a boost in
Europe’s cybersecurity
capacity, closer defence
ties with post-Brexit Brit-
ain, and the creation of a
European academy to
train high-ranking mili-
tary personnel.

“There is no defence
without a defence indus-
try ... we’ve had decades
of under-investment,” he
said, adding that Europe-
ans should give prefer-
ence to buying European
military equipment.

“We must produce
more, we must produce
faster, and we must pro-
duce as Europeans,” he
said.

Macron said Europe
risked falling behind eco-
nomically in a context
where global free-trade
rules were being challenged
by major competitors.
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People are getting nothing,
will we go on paying all
the money in salaries: CJP

KARACHI (Online): Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa has remarked
“talk about the people.
They are getting what.
Roads, water and electric-
ity, what they are getting.
Will we go on paying the
entire money in salaries..

CJP gave these re-
marks while presiding over
Supreme Court (SC) bench
comprising Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail and Jus-
tice Naeem Akhtar Afghan
during the hearing of peti-
tion against sacking of con-
tract employees of
Hyderabad Development
Authority (HDA) here in
Karachi registry of SC
Thursday.

The petitioner had
taken plea in the court that
“I was not contract em-
ployee but I was regular
employee. I was employee
of HAD.

Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail remarked was
all the procedure followed

in your appointment. We
don’t know have you any
degree or otherwise.

The court remarked
you were contract em-
ployee. Read the appoint-
ment letter.

The CJP Qazi Faez
Isa remarked we know
what is done in committee.
List comes that these have
to be appointed.

The CJP observed
only employees are being
appointed. Where they are
serving the people. we will
see what the government
departments are doing.
Only people are being filled
in government jobs. Only
salaries are being paid to the
employees.

He further remarked
government has not four
annas to do some thing.
Only it is said we are serv-
ing. Government jobs are
given to those who are not
competent for them. why
should the burden ofillegal
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people of Sindh.

The counsel for the
petitioner took the plea gov-
ernment itself launched the
project. Later it returned the
employees.

The CJP remarked we
have not to run the govern-
ment. They themselves
should run the government.

The counsel said the
appointments were made
under the package of presi-
dent and governor.

The CJP remarked
what powers president and
governor have. had they
their own money. We will
not allow if constitution is
violated. How the powers
came to the president to
distribute the money to
whom he wants. when it
had taken place. Who had
done it.

The counsel told ap-
pointments were made dur-
ing the tenure of former
president Gen (Retd)
Pervez Musharraf. Package
was given.
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Non-Muslim Pakistanis
enjoy freedom, state
patronage: Kundi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Central Information Secre-
tary of Pakistan People’s
Party and former Deputy
Speaker of the National
Assembly, Faisal Karim
Kundi, Thursday said that
people from diverse reli-
gious backgrounds in Paki-
stan are experiencing the lib-
erty to observe their faiths
and engage in mutual cel-
ebrations.

Speaking at the Inter-
national Interfaith/Reli-
gious Harmony Confer-
ence, he emphasized the
state’s unwavering commit-
ment to safeguarding the

rights of its citizens.

Faisal Karim Kundi
emphasized the importance
of fostering dialogue to up-
hold the cherished prin-
ciples of social and reli-
gious diversity, promoting
national cohesion.

Organised by the
Sustainable Social Devel-
opment Organization
(SSDO) and All Neighbors
USA, the summit aimed to
catalyze dialogue, collabo-
ration, and mutual under-
standing among varied re-
ligious and cultural com-
munities within Pakistan
and beyond.

DIGP discusses prevailing
law & order situation

SUKKUR (APP):Deputy
Inspector General of Po-
lice (DIGP) Sukkur, Abdul
Hameed Khoso on Thurs-
day chaired a meeting to
discuss and address the
prevailing law and order
situation across the re-
gion.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Senior Super-
intendents of Police (SSPs)
of the Sukkur, Khairpur
and Ghotki districts, SPs
Special Branch, Counter
Terrorism Department and

other senior police officials.

During the meeting,
the SSPs provided a com-
prehensive overview of
the law and order scenario
in their respective dis-
tricts to DIG.

In response, Khoso
emphasized the need to en-
hance and fortify the infor-
mation access system at
police stations to ensure
timely and complete infor-
mation dissemination re-
garding all events within
their jurisdictions.

JAMSHORO: Vice Chancellor of Liaquat Univer—
sity of Medical Health and Science Professor Ikram

Din Ujjan giving away shield to students participat-
ing in poster competitions at LUMHS Jamshoro.

Four Accused was
Awarded Death
Sentences with Fine

Independent Report
SHIKARPUR: First Addi-
tional District and Session
Judge Ghulam Qadir Tunio
Awarded Death Sentences
to Four accused persons
and imposed penalties in
two different hearings/
cases on Thursday.

According to details,
Two accused named
Rafique Ahmed Brohi and
Khalil Makrani found
guilty in under trial case for
keeping 380 Kilogram
Hashish (Charas) which
was found from their truck
and such case was registered
by New Faujdari police sta-
tion some three years ago
and took the truck in their
custody. So Additional Dis-
trict and Session Judge
Ghulam Qadir Tunio
Awarded Death Sentences
to both accused Rafique
Ahmed Brohi and Khalil

Makrani including fine of
one million to each.

Similarly in other hear-
ing, Additional District and
Session Judge Awarded
Death Sentences to two
more accused named
Muhammad Sharif Brohi
and Nisar Brohi with fine
of 5 million to pay the vic-
tim family of deceased
youngster Muhammad
Younus Brohi of 19 who
was killed by them some
three years ago. As well as
Honourable Court also ver-
dicts for imprisonment of
08 years to accused
Muhammad Sharif Brohi
with fine of two lac rupees
for recovering illegal weap-
ons from his possession.
While one other named
Moula Bux Brohi was
found not guilty as inno-
cent who was ordered for
his release.

Court bars
Imran, Bushra
from speaking

against state

institutions

ISLAMABAD (INP): An
accountability court in
Islamabad has barred
former prime minister and
PTI founder Imran Khan
and his wife Bushra Bibi
from issuing statements
against state institutions
and their officials.

The court on Thurs-
day also refrained both
from even indirectly speak-
ing inside the courtroom
against the state institutions
and their officials. Ruling
on the PTI founder’s appli-
cation for fair trial, the court
ordered the media to avoid
publishing such political
provocative statements
which target state institu-
tions and their officials.

Life-saving
medicines
shortage hit
many cities
KARACHI (INP): A criti-
cal shortage of life-saving
medicines has hit Pakistan,
leaving patients in distress
as 27 essential drugs, in-
cluding insulin, vanish from
shelves across the Pakistan.

According to media
reports, the crisis is par-
ticularly acute in the fed-
eral capital, Islamabad, and
other regions, with vital
medications for conditions
ranging from psychiatric
disorders to asthma con-
spicuously absent.

Police arrest
4 suspects,
recovered

phones, bikes

LARKANA  (APP):
Larkana police on Thursday
arrested four undercover
suspects and recovered a
motorcycle and valuable
mobile phone from their
possession.

SSP Larkana Mir
Rohal Khan said that the
arrested accused are Abid
Hussain, Ariz Mohammad
and Abdullah Dayo.

Elephant
Madhubala to
be shifted to
Safari Park

next month

KARACHI (INP):
Madhubala, a 16-year-old
elephant in Pakistan, under-
going solitary confinement
at Karachi Zoo will be relo-
cated to Safari Park next
month, said the zoo admin-
istration on Thursday. Ac-
cording to the zoo adminis-
tration, arrangements to
shift the lone elephant at
the Karachi Zoo have been
completed and she will be
shifted to the Safari

Park next month,
where she will unite with
other elephants Sonia and
Malika.

KARACHI; Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori and Chief Minister Syed

Murad Ali Shah attending a ceremony “Cross of the Order of Merit of Ger-
many” organized at German Consulate.

Islamic Summit Conference in Gambia on May 4:

Palestine, Islamophobia,
climate change on agenda

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC)
will hold the 15" session of
the Islamic Summit Confer-
ence on May 4-5 in the
Gambian capital of Banjul
to discuss variety of re-
gional and global issues, in-
cluding Palestine,
Islamophobia, climate
change and minorities.

The session will be
held under the slogan “En-
hancing Unity and Solidar-
ity through Dialogue for
Sustainable Development,”
according to a press release
issued by the OIC General
Secretariat.

The Islamic Summit
Conference will be preceded
by a preparatory meeting
of senior officials on April
30 and May 1, which will

discuss the documents of
the session and submit its
report to the meeting of the
Council of Foreign Minis-
ters (CFM) preparatory for
the Summit.

The  preparatory
CFM meeting will be held
on May 1-2 to consider the
results of the senior officials
meeting and in turn, submit
its report to the Summit.

OIC Secretary-Gen-
eral Hissein Brahim Taha
will travel to Banjul, accom-
panied by a high-level del-
egation from the OIC Gen-
eral Secretariat to partici-
pate in the proceedings of
the session.

The leaders of the
member states will discuss
the political issues of the
Islamic world, most nota-
bly the Palestinian cause,

and the economic, humani-
tarian, social and cultural
issues, in addition to the
issues of youth, women,
family, science and technol-
ogy, information, Muslim
communities and minorities
in non- OIC member states,
and legal matters.

The Summit will also
discuss issues related to the
rejection of hate speech and
Islamophobia, the promo-
tion of dialogue, and issues
of climate change and food
security.

During the Summit,
the secretary-general will
present a report reviewing
the most prominent activi-
ties, programmes, and
projects undertaken by the
OIC since the previous
session of the Islamic Sum-
mit Conference.

Three new bills
introduced in Senate

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
many as three government
bills including the Election
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
the Motion Pictures
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
and the Establishment of
Special Court (Overseas
Pakistanis Property) Bill,
2023 were introduced in
the Senate on Thursday.

Minister for Foreign
Affairs Mohammad Ishaq
Dar on behalf of Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs,
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting and
Minister for Overseas Pa-
kistanis and Human Re-
sources Development
moved all the bills in the
house.

Chairman Senate
Syed Yusuf Raza Gillani

referred all the bills to the
concerned senate standing
committees for detailed

deliberation.
Meanwhile, Minister
for Foreign Affairs

Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
behalf of Minister for Fi-
nances and Revenue laid a
copy of the Money Bill,
the Tax Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2024 in the
House as required under
Article 73 of the Consti-
tution.

The minister also
moved that the Senate may
make recommendations, if
any to the National As-
sembly on the Money
Bill, the Tax Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
under Article 73 of the
Constitution.

: Members National Assembly called on Speaker National As-
sembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in connection with formation of National Assembly

Standing Committees at Parliament House.

PM summons
cabinet meeting
today

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has summoned the
federal cabinet meeting to
be held on Friday (today)
in Islamabad to discuss the
current political, economic
and security situation in the
country. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will preside
over the federal cabinet
meeting to be held at the
Prime Minister’s office.
Important agenda items
will be approved during the
meeting.

According to sources,
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
will briefthe meeting regard-
ing his recent visit to the
United States and agree-
ment with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

FPCCI welcomes
direct flights between
Pakistan-Azerbaijan

KARACHI (APP): Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI), Thursday, wel-
comed the launch of direct
flights between the Paki-
stan and Azerbaijan antici-
pating that it will usher into
anew era of business, trade,
industrial and economic co-
operation.

President FPCCI Atif
Ikram Sheikh, in a meeting
with Ambassador of the
Republic of Azerbaijan to
Pakistan, Khazar Farhadov
during his visit of FPCCI,
noted that the Republic of
Azerbaijan offers one of the
most lucrative markets for
Pakistan to enhance its ex-
ports on the back of geo-
graphical contiguity and
availability of land-based
trade routes.

As per a statement is-
sued here, FPCCI president
while discussing with the
Azerbaijan envoy business-
to-business and people-to-
people opportunities be-
tween the two brotherly
countries, also highlighted

macy in trade facilitation
and better trade negotia-
tions. To his opinion close
coordination in the form of
regular meetings with trade
bodies and chambers of
commerce of both the coun-
tries will be greatly benefi-
cial in promotion of trade
and economic activities.

The Azerbaijan envoy
especially underlined that
the successful official visit
of Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif to his country on
June 14-15, 2023 which
gave strong impetus to the
comprehensive and rapid
development of strategic
relations between the two
brotherly countries.

He stated that devel-
opments were made on the
basis of the tasks given by
the leaders of both coun-
tries during the aforesaid
visit regarding the expan-
sion of mutually beneficial
cooperation in the fields of
information communication
technologies, transport, de-
fense industry, energy and
trade, relevant visits were
carried out.

pivotal role of trade diplo-

HYDERA

BAD: Residents of Doomrah village

Qasimabad hold a protest against influential people

and Qasimabad police.

Traffic policeman

commits suicide

KARACHI (APP):A traf-
fic police official commit-
ted suicide with his pistol
in New Karachi area on
Thursday.

According to police
officials, Tariq son of
Kamaluddin, a traffic po-
liceman resident of New
Karachi, shot himself with
his licensed pistol at home
and was shifted to hospital
with injuries.

The policeman suc-
cumbed to his injuries and
died during treatment. The
deceased official was 59
years old. Further legal for-
malities were underway.

Karachi Police
arrest four
suspects in

crackdown on

street crime

KARACHI (APP): In a re-
lentless effort to curb street
crime, the Karachi Police have
made significant strides in
apprehending suspects in-
volved in criminal activities.
According to the spokesper-
son of the Karachi Police,
over the last 24 hours, the
police force engaged in three
separate encounters with
criminal elements, resulting in
the arrest of four suspects, in-
cluding two injured robbers.

The encounters oc-
curred in various parts of the
city, where law enforcement
officers confronted armed
criminals. During the said en-
counters, illegal weapons,
ammunition, and two mo-
torcycles believed to have
been used in various crimi-
nal incidents were confis-
cated from the arrested in-
dividuals.

PM seeks cooperation
between Pakistan, Denmark
in agriculture, energy sector

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Thursday held a
meeting with a delegation
led by Chief Executive Of-
ficer of APM Terminals and
Board Member AP Miller
Mearsk Keith Svendsen
and discussed matters re-
lated to business and invest-
ment.

During the meeting,
Keith Svendsen expressed
interest in the first green
transhipment terminal of
Pakistan to be built in
Karachi.

After the completion
of the proposed project,
large cargo ships can be an-
chored in the port of
Karachi and the whole
world will get easy access
to Pakistani exports. With
this project, cargo from all
over the world will also
reach the Central Asian
states. APM Terminal will

ISLAMABAD: ChairmaPrinie Minister’s Youth

also construct international
level logistics storage facili-
ties in Lahore, Tarnol and
Peshawar and due to this
project Pakistan will be-
come the center of the re-
gion for logistics.

With this project, Pa-
kistan will also get an op-
portunity to increase value
of its products, which will
not only provide jobs to the
people but also enhance
economic growth.

The prime minister
had formed an inter minis-
terial committee headed by
the finance minister for this
project. It also included a
representative of Special
Investment Facilitation
Council.

PM Shehbaz ex-
pressed interest in coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
Denmark in the fields of
agriculture and environment
friendly energy projects.
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Programme Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan in a
meeting with Dr. Shehla Raza and Haider Hussain.

ADB operations reach
$23.6 bln in 2023, achieve
record climate finance

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) committed
$23.6 billion from its own
resources in 2023, includ-
ing $9.8 billion for climate
action, to help Asia and the
Pacific progress on sustain-
able development.

These figures are
among the financial and op-
erational results published
on Thursday in ADB’s An-
nual Report 2023.

The report summa-
rizes how ADB supported
its developing member
countries (DMCs) to ad-
dress the worsening climate
crisis as well as the impacts
of conflicts, food insecurity,
and increased debt burdens,
among other challenges.

“ADB continued to
step up as the climate bank
for Asia and the Pacific,
reaching our highest-ever
annual financing for climate

action,” said ADB President
Masatsugu Asakawa.

“Our investments in
adaptation and mitigation
had a strong focus on cli-
mate-resilient agriculture,
renewable energy, and low-
carbon transport,” he
added. The $23.6 billion
comprised loans, grants,
equity investments, guaran-
tees, and technical assis-
tance provided to govern-
ments and the private sec-
tor. Supplementing its own
resources, ADB mobilized
an additional $16.4 billion
in cofinancing through its
strong partnerships.

ADB invested heavily
in building high-quality en-
ergy, transport, and other
infrastructure essential for
sustainable development. It
further strengthened the
region’s human capital
through increased support
for education and health.

DC visits ‘Aaghosh’
educational institution for
orphans, assures support

HYDERABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Mitiari Muhammad Yousuf
Shaikh has visited the educa-
tional institution “Aghosh”
established by Al-Khidmat
Foundation for the education
of orphans on the national
highway near Bhit Shah and
met the children.

On this occasion, he
assured all possible coop-
eration with the institution
on behalf of the district ad-
ministration.

Additional Director
Social Welfare Mitiari
Rafique Jamali, Aaghosh’s
Principal Arshad Javaid,
Administrator Taha and
other officials were also

present during the visit.

The DC appreciated
the educational environ-
ment, extracurricular activi-
ties, hostel and dining fa-
cilities and cleanliness at the
institute. He assured every
possible assistance and co-
operation from the district
administration for
children’s technical skills,
vocational training and
other necessities.

Muhammad Yousuf
Shaikh emphasized that
nurturing and educating or-
phaned children was a col-
lective responsibility of
society, and “Aaghosh” is
providing exemplary ser-
vices in this regard.
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HYDERABAD: DHO Dr, Lala Jaffar laid an aware-

ness walk on the eve of World Immunization week
in Qasimabad, organized by Dr Essa Lab and Dis-

trict Health officer.

VC SMIU addresses prize
distribution ceremony of
University’s Model School

KARACHI (APP): Vice
Chancellor of Sindh
Madressatul Islam Univer-
sity Dr Mujeeb Sahrai has
said Karachi is a city of great
educational opportunities
for students who are living
and studying here in the
city, hence they must avail
these opportunities for
their bright future.

He said this while ad-
dressing the Prize Distribu-
tion Ceremony organized
by SMIU Model School on
Thursday at the Sir
Shahnawaz Bhutto Audito-
rium of the University.

The VC said that stu-
dents of this metropolitan
city were more fortunate
than those who were living
in Larkana, Sukkur,
Umerkot, Bhirya,

Khuzdar, Qalat, Gilgit and
other cities and remote ar-
eas of the country, as these
students had good schools
with quality education,
modern facilities and
healthy activities.

Dr. Mujeeb Sahrai
said the education which he
had received from the D.J.
College and the culture of
Karachi city had played a
major role in his success-
ful career. “The students
of SMIU Model School
have more reasons to feel
proud and one of them is
that they are getting qual-
ity education from the
Alma-Mater of Quaid-e-
Azam Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, who had praised
his alma mater on many
times,” he said.
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