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UNDP Assistant Secretary General calls on Chief Minister:

GoB & UNDP agree on mutual
collaboration in various sectors
in Balochistan province

Bugti says Balochistan facing challenge of climate change,
Assistant Secretary General UNDP assures cooperation to
provincial Govt. in climate change, education and health sectors

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan and
United Nations’ Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP)
have agreed upon having
mutual collaboration in dif-
ferent sectors in
Balochistan province.

This was decided dur-
ing meeting of Assistant
Secretary General (ASG) of
UNDP, Ms. Kanni
Wignaraja with Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti whom
she called on here at the
CM’s secretariat on Thurs-
day.

During the course of
meeting, the matters about
cooperation of UNDP in
different sectors of

Balochistan were dis-
cussed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister said
that Balochistan is facing
challenge of climate change.
However, we are working
on the policy about climate
change in the province.

He pointed out that the
extraordinary rains are caus-
ing damages to the crops
and mud houses in the prov-
ince at large scale. The Chief
Minister mentioned that
work is continued on alter-
native means to meet re-
quirements of energy.

He also pointed out to-
wards the potential of in-
vestment Balochistan has
saying that the province is
suitable region for invest-
ment.

He said that the govern-
ment is committed to pro-
vide all necessary facilities
to the country’s and inter-
national investors through
one window operation un-
der one roof.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, UNDP’s ASG said
that district development
plan has been formulated for
20 districts in Pakistan un-
der the UNDP, which in-
cluded 10 districts of
Balochistan.

She mentioned that we
are assisting the government
in resettlement of the flood
affected people as well as
alternative sources of en-
ergy, rules of law and sus-
tainable development goals
(SDGs) in the province un-
der UNDP.
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General Motorway Police Salman Chaudhry exchanging souvenirs

Govt determined to eradicate
terrorism: Attaullah Tarar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,
Attaullah Tarar Thursday
informed the National As-
sembly that the government
was determined to eradicate
terrorism from the country.

In response to a calling
attention notice regarding
increase in incidents of sui-
cidal bombing in different
parts of country and in-
crease in number of inci-
dents of snatching, gunshots
in Karachi, Hyderabad and
Kashmore, he said, that fol-
lowing the Peshawar APS
attack, the National Action
Plan was devised with con-
sensus among all stakehold-
ers, and its implementation
was promptly initiated.

The minister said that
provinces extended coop-
eration to the federal gov-
ernment in executing the
National Action Plan.

He highlighted the com-
mencement of two success-
ful operations, Zarb-e-Azb
and Radd-ul-Fasaad, aimed
at eradicating terrorism
from the country.

Tarar said that after the
operations, a significant de-
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QUETTA: Provincial Education Minister Raheela

cline was witnessed in ter-
rorist incidents in the coun-
try.

He expressed regret
over the lack of meetings
and implementation of the
National Action Plan by the
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa governments
led by Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTT) in 2018 to 2022.

The minister said that
at that time, the court in-
tervened to inquire about
the delayed implementa-
tion from 2018 to 2022.

He alleged that the PTI-
led governments held nego-
tiations with the terrorists,
hindering the National Ac-
tion Plan’s execution.

The minister reiterated
the federal government’s
commitment to aiding pro-
vincial governments in
combating terrorism and
highlighted initiatives to
bolster the Counter Terror-
ism Department’s capacity
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

During his visit to
Karachi, he said Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
discussed the Safe City
project for the city with the
Chief Minister Sindh.
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Hameed Durrani, Prof. Kaleemullah Barech, Shah
Ali Bugti and Nazeer Ahmed Lehri addressing a
protest camp of Joint Action Committee UoB

International driving licenses
to be issued from DLA
Quetta: IG NH&MP

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Inspector
General of National High-
way and Motorway Police
(NH&MP), Salman
Chaudhary has stated that
the international driving li-
censes would be issued
from the Driving Licensing
Authority (DLA) Quetta
office.

The test of youth of
Balochistan regarding driv-
ing licensing would also be
conducted according to the
international standards
from Quetta.

This was announced by
the Inspector General of
NH&MP while speaking to
the media persons during
his visit to the newly es-
tablished building of DLA
in Quetta on Thursday.

The IG NH&MP said

that new building of DLA
has been established in
Quetta.

He said that with issu-
ance of international driv-
ing licenses from DLA
Quetta, the youngsters
would also get opportuni-
ties of employments in
abroad.

He said that the fed-
eral government is fund-
ing the building and other
expenditures of DLA in
Quetta.

The Inspector General
of NH&MP was highly
concerned about the road
safety and termed it a big
issue.

He pleaded to teach the
subjects about road safety
in educational institutions
for prevention of the road
accidents.

2 ring leaders
among 3 terrorists
killed in Khyber

operation

RAWALPINDI (APP):
The security forces on
Thursday killed three
terrorists including
two ring leaders dur-
ing an intelligence-
based operation (IBO)
in Khyber District.

During the opera-
tion, an intense ex-
change of fire took
place between the
army troops and ter-
rorists, which re-
sulted in the killing of
three terrorists in-
cluding ring leaders
Sohail alias Azmato
and Haji Gul alias
Zarkavi, an Inter- Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR) news release
said.

The terrorists’
hideout was also
busted during the op-
eration, whereas
weapons and ammu-
nition were recovered.
They remained ac-
tively involved in nu-
merous terrorist ac-
tivities in the area.

“Locals of the area
appreciated the opera-
tion. The sanitization
operation is being car-
ried out to eliminate
terrorists, if any,
found in the area as
security forces are de-
termined to wipe out
the menace of terror-
ism from the country,”
the ISPR said.
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and Assistant Secretary General
UNDP Kanni Wignaraja inaugurating UNDP-assisted project of construction of
houses built for the flood affected people in the province.

Divorced from ground reality:

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan on Thursday cat-
egorically rejected the re-
cently released 2023 Coun-
try Report on human rights
practices issued by the US
State Department terming
its contents “unfair, based
on inaccurate information
and completely divorced
from the ground reality”.
Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Bloch, in a state-
ment, said that the US State
Department’s annual exer-
cises of preparing such un-
solicited reports lacked ob-

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral N
interacting with Naval Heads of various Navies
during 19th Western Pacific Naval Symposium
in Qingdao China.

Pakistan rejects US
human rights
report as biased
and politicized
Contents of report are unjust, relying on

inaccurate information and disconnected
from ground realities, says FO

jectivity and remained in-
herently flawed in their
methodology.

“These reports use a
domestic social lens to
judge human rights in other
countries in a politically
biased manner. This year’s
report is once again con-
spicuous by its lack of ob-
jectivity and politicization
of the international human
rights agenda,” sheadded.

The spokesperson said
the report clearly demonstrated
the double standards thus un-
dermining the international
human rights discourse.

hraf

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti inau-
gurated the UNDP-assisted
project of construction of
houses built for the flood
affected people in the prov-
ince.

Speaking after the in-
auguration ceremony of the
project here at the Provin-
cial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) on
Thursday, the Chief Min-
ister said that we are going

No compromise on rights of Balochistan:

Chief Minister inaugurates
project of construction of
homes for flood affectees

to build 1,000 earthquake
proof houses for the flood
affectees in collaboration
with UNDP.

He said that the houses
to be built under the project
would survive in the earth-
quake of 7.5 intensity.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced that this model
would be introduced in
Ziarat where more earth-
quakes occur. He asserted
that no compromise would
be made on rights of the
province at all.

SC nullifies
EC decision on
suspension of

speaker BA

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) while
nullifying Election Com-
mission (EC) decision re-
garding suspension of
speaker Balochistan As-
sembly (BA) Abdul Khaliq
Achakzai has restored him
on his office.

A 3-member bench un-
der Justice Amin ud Din
Khan took up the case for
hearing Thursday.

The court also nullified
EC order for re-poling in 12
polling stations in PB-51 of
Chaman.

Nawaz ready
to talk to
Imran national

interest: Rana

LAHORE (Online): PML-
N leader Rana Sana Ullah
has said Nawaz Sharif is
ready to talk to Imran Khan
for national interest.

In an interview with a
private channel Rana Sana
Ullah said Thursday that
PML-N Quaid was ready
for talks with Imran Khan
and he proved it through his
action.

He went on to say
Nawaz Sharif extended in-
vitation to Imran Khan for
talks when 126 days dharna
was underway. He held
Imran Khan popularity
among the people is zero
but he has got vote of resis-
tance and sympathy during
general election.

PM summons
cabinet meeting

today

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has summoned the
federal cabinet meeting to
be held on Friday (today)
in Islamabad to discuss the
current political, economic
and security situation in the
country.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will preside
over the federal cabinet
meeting to be held at the
Prime Minister’s office.
Important agenda items
will be approved during the
meeting.

According to sources,
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
will briefthe meeting regard-
ing his recent visit to the
United States and agree-
ment with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

Commander Pak Navy Central Punjab meets Abdul Wali Kakar:

Unemployment & poverty can be ended by promoting
border trade in Balochistan, believes Governor

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor Balochistan, Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar has stated that the economic development and
prosperity of Pakistan is linked with Balochistan.
He believed that the issues of unemployment and poverty can be resolved by establishing border markets and
promoting border trade in the province.

The Governor was speaking to the Commander of Pak Navy, Central Punjab, Rear Admiral Azhar Mehmood
(Sitara-e-Imtiaz Military), who called on him here on Thursday. During the course of meeting, matters about
development of coastal areas of the province as well as decorating children with ornament of education, strengthen-
ing border trade, law and order situation and prospects about sea trade were discussed.

Speaking on the occasion, Governor said that time has come to make bold decisions for economic development
and political stability of country. He mentioned that Balochistan is rich province with natural resources and minerals.
He said that although it is the area wise largest province of the country but it'’s population is scattered.

This is why it is a difficult task to provide all basic facilities to the people, adding he pointed out.

He said that the overall law and order situation in the province is quite better as compared to the past because of

the sacrifices of security institutions.
-
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Pakistan Navy

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar talkin

with under trainee officers of

Resolves to eliminate smuggling

PM launches Shuhada
Package for martyred
federal govt officials

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday
launched the Shuhada
Package to support the
families of the federal gov-
ernment officials martyred
in the line of duty.

The prime minister
announced the package
during his visit to the fam-
ily of late Customs In-
spector Syed Hasnain Ali
Tirmizi, who was
martyred in a firing inci-
dent in Dera Ismail Khan
a few days ago. Minister
for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar, PML-N leaders,
and senior government of-
ficers were present.

PM Sharif handed
over a cheque under the
Shuhada Package to the
family of martyred per-
sonnel and assured his
government’s all-out ef-
forts for the security of
the customs officials serv-
ing to purge the country

of smuggling.

Offering Fateha for
the martyred soul and
sympathizing with the
bereaved family, he said
that the Shuhada Package,
earlier announced by the
Punjab government, had
now been extended to the
federal government and
could be revised further
considering the country’s
financial position.

The package com-
prises cash assistance,
housing allowance, free
education and medical
treatment. Under the
package, the family mem-
bers of a martyred sepoy
will get Rs 10 million cash
assistance and Rs 13.5
million housing allowance
besides free education and
medical treatment. The
family of a martyred cus-
toms inspector will be en-
titled for a Rs15 million
cash and Rs25 million
housing allowance along
with free education and
medical facilities.

ABBOTTABAD: Prime

Minister Muhammad

Shehbaz Sharif handing over PM’s Shuhada As-
sistance cheque to the father of Custom’s Inspec-
tor Hussnain Ali Tirmazi Shaheed.

No complaints of judicial
interference under my
watch, says CJP

KARACHI (INP): Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa on
Thursday said he had not
received a single complaint
from any high court judge
about interference in judi-
cial affairs since assuming
the office.

The top judge was ad-
dressing Sindh High Court
Bar Association (SHCBA).
He said no one has reported
any meddling in the judicial
process to him, adding that
all the incidents were taken
place before the start of his
tenure as CJP.

He categorically stated
that interference in judiciary
was not acceptable but at
the same time set the record
straight that he had not re-
ceived any such complaint
under his watch.

On March 25, six

judges of the Islamabad
High Court wrote a letter
to the Supreme Judicial
Council regarding the “in-
terference of intelligence
agencies in judicial mat-
ters”.

The letter was written
by Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani, Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri, Jus-
tice Babar Sattar, Justice
Sardar Ejaz Ishaq Khan,
Justice Arbab Muhammad
Tahir and Justice Saman
Raffat Imtiaz. Later, the
Supreme Court initiated
suo motu proceedings on the
IHC judges’ letter and sought
a proposal from the Paki-
stan Bar Council (PBC),
the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA), high
courts and the federal govern-
ment to address the issue.
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QUETTA: Balochistan Home Minister, Mir Zia
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Langove laying wreath of flower on graveyard of

martyrs.

Role of police key in
bringing peace and stability
in Balochistan: Zia Lango

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Home, Mir
Ziaullah Langove has stated
that there has been key role
of Police force in bringing
peace and stability in the
province.

He said that the police
is busy in establishing
peace and protection of the
life and property of the
masses.

However, it’s overall
performance can be im-
proved further by imple-
menting the community
policing in true letter and
spirit.

The Provincial Minis-
ter was speaking on occa-
sion of visit to the Central
Police Office here on
Thursday.

The Minister on the
occasion assured that all re-

sources would be provided
to the police force, but in
return, we want to end
crimes.

He regretfully pointed
out that we have been failed
in eliminating terrorism de-
spite passage of over 25
years. He stressed that we
have to make decisive war
against terrorism.

He also appreciated the
sacrifices of the forces say-
ing that we are proud of
them.

He said that peace is
unavoidable for develop-
ment and prosperity.

Earlier, the Minister
was briefed about the per-
formance of police besides
other related matters. It was
informed that work is go-
ing on the safe city project
in other districts of the
province.
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Digital growth

Technology divides us. According to a new UNDP
report on Pakistan, titled Doing Digital for Develop-
ment — Access, Adopt, Anticipate, Accelerate, no-
ticeable differences in human development can be seen
between those districts that have embraced digital
transformation compared to those that have lagged

behind.

The report, which underscores the importance of

equitable and safe access to technology as an impor-
tant means of improving human lives, places Pakistan
in the category of countries where digital develop-
ment can thus far be described as ‘moderate’ at
best.Over half the country still has no access to the
internet, and its women remain grossly underserved.
Of'the women who do have access to digital technolo-
gies, 83.5pc say their phone ownership is policed by
their spouses or parents. Meanwhile, digital develop-
ment among the richest 20pc of its population is 15
times greater than in its poorest quintile. Clearly, digi-
tal access has become a marker of privilege in Paki-
stan. This needs to be urgently addressed. Pakistan is
already among the lowest-ranked countries in the
UNDP’s Human Development and Gender Inequality
indices. It would appear that sound digital develop-
ment policies alone can greatly strengthen its present
dismal standing in these areas. It is encouraging, in
this context, to note that Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal has described access to digital resources and
modern technologies as a fundamental human neces-
sity, just like electricity, healthcare or education.

One hopes that this belief is more commonplace
at the policy level than it presently seems to be.
Democratising digital development will catalyse a rapid,
if not immediate, improvement in human development
indicators for the underserved segments of the Paki-
stani citizenry. All that is needed is some creative re-
thinking about how they can be better integrated into
the overall digital development scheme, especially in
terms of ease of internet access. The government may;,
for example, consider an internet subsidy for underde-
veloped districts. With policy debates on what Paki-
stan needs to re-emerge from its economic slump re-
peatedly hitting the resource-constraint wall, perhaps
it is time our policymakers started giving more
weightage to the role accelerated digital development
can play in turning things around quickly and
sustainably. Apart from erasing distortions in intra-
district human development, increased adoption of
modern technologies will also help improve national
productivity. Consider that next door in India, even
roadside hawkers have adopted digital payment
systems simply because they ease commerce for
both buyers and sellers in myriad different ways.
There is no reason why the ordinary people of Paki-
stan will not embrace similar digital-driven improve-
ments in their everyday lives, especially if they are
also backed enthusiastically by the government
under a comprehensive digital development policy.
The existing infrastructure may need improvements
over time, but for now, a concerted push in the right
direction is a good place to start.

Impact of disinformation and deepfakes

By Muhammad
Mohsin Igbal

The term
“disinformation” has
gained significant trac-
tion in the modern world,
but the act of disseminat-
ing false or misleading
information for the pur-
pose of deceiving or ma-
nipulating is far from a
new phenomenon.
Throughout history, di-
verse forms of misinfor-
mation, propaganda, and
deceptive communica-
tion have been prevalent,
shaping narratives and
influencing public opin-
ion across different cul-
tures and periods.

In ancient Athenian
Democracy, during the
5th Century BC, politi-

cal orators like
Alcibiades and
Themistocles were

known for using per-
suasive techniques that
sometimes-included ex-
aggerations or selective
presentation of facts to
sway public opinion in
their favor. Similarly,
during the medieval pe-
riod, monarchs, reli-
gious institutions, and
rulers utilized manu-
scripts, artworks, and
proclamations to con-
trol narratives and shape
perceptions. Feudal so-
cieties witnessed lords
and monarchs employ-
ing narratives and loy-
alty oaths to reinforce
hierarchical structures
and cultivate loyalty
among vassals.

The Renaissance
and Enlightenment peri-
ods saw the use of pam-

phlets, newspapers, and
books to disseminate
ideas challenging estab-
lished norms. However,
it was during World War
I and I  that
disinformation and pro-
paganda emerged as le-
thal tools, blatantly used
by various nations to
shape public percep-
tion, boost morale, and
vilify the enemy. The
ideological conflict of
the Cold War further in-
tensified these efforts,
with both the United
States and the Soviet
Union engaging in ex-
tensive propaganda
campaigns to influence
global opinion.

With the emergence
of television and global
media, disinformation
campaigns evolved into
more sophisticated en-
deavors. Governments
and non-state entities
began using misinforma-
tion to pursue political
objectives, contributing
to the surge in dissemi-
nation of conspiracy
theories. During this
era, Muslims and Islam
faced heightened preju-
dice and discrimination
fueled by unfounded
propaganda and
disinformation.

Fast forward to the
digital age, the advent
of the internet and so-
cial media has intro-
duced fresh avenues for
the swift transmission
of information, encom-
passing both accurate
and erroneous content.
In contemporary de-
mocracies, there is
growing apprehension
about disinformation
campaigns, fake news,
and online manipula-
tion.

Instances have
been noted where coun-
tries engage in false flag
operations to tarnish the
reputation of neighbor-
ing nations.

on journalism

In this digital age,
where information and
media play pivotal roles
in shaping public opin-
ion, the emergence of
deepfake technology in-
troduces a disconcert-
ing dimension to the
landscape of election
campaigns. Deepfakes
refer to the sophisti-
cated use of artificial in-
telligence to create real-
istic video or audio con-
tent, often featuring in-
dividuals saying or do-
ing things they never
actually did.

One of the primary
concerns is the ease
with which deepfakes
can be disseminated
through social media
platforms, where infor-
mation spreads rapidly
and is often consumed
without thorough scru-
tiny. A manipulated
video of a candidate
could go viral, shaping
public perception and
influencing voter senti-
ments. The impact ex-
tends beyond its imme-
diate release, as media
outlets scramble to
verify authenticity, lead-
ing to heightened atmo-
sphere of suspicion and
mistrust.

Furthermore, the
potential for deepfakes
to target key moments
in an election campaign
adds complexity, over-
shadowing policy dis-
cussions and shifting
focus to sensational-
ism. In the wake of
these concerns, coun-
tering deepfake threats
in election campaigns
emerges as a critical im-
perative.

Policymakers, tech-
nology companies, and
electoral bodies must
collaborate to develop
robust mechanisms for
detecting and prevent-
ing the spread of
deepfakes. Educating
the public about their

existence and potential
impact becomes a cor-
nerstone of resilience
against this new form of
misinformation.

Safeguarding the
integrity of democratic
processes demands a
proactive approach that
addresses the evolving
challenges posed by ar-
tificial intelligence-
driven manipulation. As
election campaigns un-
fold in an era of deepfake
technology, the need for
vigilance and collective
action is clear. It’s im-
perative to uphold the
principles of truth and
transparency to pre-
serve the integrity of
democratic institutions.

In an era where in-
formation spreads at the
click of a button, the ve-
racity of news has be-
come increasingly pre-
carious. The rise of
disinformation and
deepfakes has un-
leashed a torrent of chal-
lenges for journalism,
threatening the very
foundations of truth and
credibility.

Disinformation, the
deliberate spread of false
or misleading informa-
tion, has become a
weapon of choice for
various actors seeking
to manipulate public
opinion.

With the prolifera-
tion of social media plat-
forms, misinformation
can reach millions
within seconds, blurring
the lines between fact
and fiction. Journalists,
once revered as
gatekeepers of truth,
now find themselves
wading through a quag-
mire of falsehoods,
struggling to separate
reality from propaganda.

Deepfakes, a more
insidious offspring of
disinformation, pose an
even graver threat.
These sophisticated Al-

generated videos ma-
nipulate audio and vi-
sual content to create
hyper-realistic simula-
tions of individuals say-
ing or doing things they
never did. From politi-
cians to celebrities, no
one is immune to the
potential damage
wrought by deepfakes.
They can be used to
fabricate speeches, in-
cite violence, or even
sway elections, sowing
discord and eroding
trust in institutions.
The impact of
disinformation and
deepfakes on journalism
is multifaceted and pro-
found. Firstly, they un-
dermine the credibility
of news sources, foster-
ing a climate of skepti-
cism and distrust. In an
environment where mis-
information thrives, au-
diences become in-
creasingly cynical,
questioning the legiti-
macy of even well-re-
searched reporting. This
erosion of trust not only
undermines the integrity
of journalism but also
poses a threat to democ-
racy itself, as an in-
formed electorate is es-
sential for a functioning

society.

Moreover, the pro-
liferation of
disinformation and

deepfakes complicates
the already daunting
task of fact-checking.
Journalists are forced to
navigate a labyrinth of
deceit, verifying sources
and cross-referencing
information in a race
against time. Yet, even
the most diligent efforts
can falter in the face of
sophisticated
disinformation cam-
paigns designed to de-
ceive and mislead.
Furthermore, the
prevalence of
disinformation and
deepfakes has pro-

found implications for
the future of journalism
itself. As trust in tradi-
tional media continues
to erode, journalists are
forced to grapple with
existential questions
about their role in soci-
ety. How can they up-
hold the principles of
truth and accuracy in an
age of rampant decep-
tion? How can they re-
gain the trust of a skep-
tical public inundated
with misinformation?
These are daunting
challenges that demand
innovative solutions
and a reimagining of the
journalistic landscape.

In response to
these challenges, news
organizations must pri-
oritize transparency and
accountability. By
openly acknowledging
the prevalence of
disinformation and
deepfakes, journalists
can begin to rebuild
trust with their audi-
ences. Moreover, col-
laboration between jour-
nalists, technologists,
and policymakers is es-
sential to developing
strategies for combating
the spread of misinfor-
mation and safeguarding
the integrity of the
news.

Ultimately, the im-
pact of disinformation
and deepfakes on jour-
nalism is far-reaching
and profound. As so-
ciety grapples with the
implications of an in-
creasingly digital and
interconnected world,
the need for reliable
and trustworthy jour-
nalism has never been
greater.

Only by confront-
ing these challenges
head-on can journal-
ists hope to fulfill their
essential role as guard-
ians of truth in a world
besieged by false-
hoods.

Commerce News

Domestic wheat production
ogrew by 5.4%,29.69 min
tons output estimated

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Committee on
Agriculture (FCA) was
informed on Thursday that
wheat production in the
country during the current
season (2023-24) grew by
5.4 percent as compared to
the output of the
corresponding period of
the last year.

The FCA met here
with Minister for National
Food Security and Research
Rana Tanveer Hussain in
chair, which was also
attended by the relevant
federal and provincial
authorities.

While reviewing the
performance of the Rabi
crops (2023-24), the
Committee observed that
wheat production for the
current season was
estimated at 29.69 million

tons as the crop was sown
over an area of 9.6 million
hectares.

The output of other
crops, including onions, for
the period under review
was estimated at 1.92
million tons from an area
0f'0.122 million hectares.

The increase in
production was 3.9%,
whereas the area decreased
5.4% over the last year,
whereas tomato
production during the
season was estimated at
627.47 thousand tons from
an area of 50.9 thousand
hectares. The production
of the above-mentioned
commodity increased by
3.9%, whereas the area
decreased by 0.3% over the
last year.

Meanwhile, potato
production for 2023-24

was estimated at 8.1
million tons from an area
0f 0.3 million hectares. The
increase in production was
27.9% over the target
assigned by the last FCA.

The FCA held
detailed deliberations over
the production targets for
essential Kharif crops in
2024-25 and decided to fix
the production target of
cotton at 10.8 million
bales, whereas the 8.7
million-ton production
target for rice is over 3.1
million hectares of land.

The maize target was
fixed at 9.3 million tons of
production over 1.5 million
hectares of land.

The Committee also
fixed the production target
of sugarcane for 2024-25
at 76.7 million tons over an
area of 1.3 million hectares.

Ahad Cheem lauds
UNDP’s cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs, Ahad
Khan Cheema on Thursday
appreciated the role of
United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) in the provision
of critical assistance to
Pakistan, especially during
floods 2022 and support to
the International Partners’
Support Group (IPSG).
The minister was
talking to United Nations
Assistant Secretary
General (ASG), Asia, and
the Pacific, Ms. Kanni
Wignaraja during a meeting
here, according to press
=

statement issued by
Economic Affairs Division

Assuring
government’s commitment,
he said government was
looking forward to
continue cooperation with
UNDP for bridging
financing gap in achieving
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

The minister stressed
that better visibility of off
budget projects and
alignment between UNDP
projects and national
development objectives
were essential in achieving
Sustainable Development
Goals.

Meta
delegation

calls on Shaza

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
two-member delegation
of Meta called on
Minister of State for IT
and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja

in her office on
Thursday.

The  delegation
comprised Dania

Mukhtar, Head of Public
Policy for Pakistan at
Meta and Taabeer Ather,
Manager Public Policy
for Pakistan.

The meeting
discussed in details
responsible use of social
media platforms, said a
news release.

-
1

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb in a meeting with Keith Svendsen, CEO of APM
Terminals, accompanied by Ambassador, Ambassador Jakob Linulf.

=15

—
ISLAMABAD: High-powered Federal Committee on Agriculture (FCA) mandated to oversee strategic measures for ensuring

food security in the country, held its meeting under the Chairmanship of Rana Tanveer Hussain, Federal Minister for National

Food Security & Research.

Action taken against
officers not recovering
85% tax: Secretary

SARGODHA (APP):
Excise, Taxation and
Narcotics Control
(ET&NC) Punjab
Secretary Masood

Mukhtar has said that
action has been taken
against the officers who did
not meet the target of 85%
taxes recovery across the
province.

He expressed these
views during a surprise
visit to the Excise and
Taxation office Sargodha
Division, here on
Thursday. The Secretary
said that Excise and
Taxation Officers (ETOs)
would have to go to the
field themselves whereas
the recovery of district

Khushab and district
Bhakkar would Dbe
monitored closely.

He said that he had
already issued clear
instructions to the
divisional directors and
ETOs of all districts to
meet the recovery targets
given by the government
up to 100% in all
circumstances. “All
districts are required to
recover 85% of their target
in May”, he instructed.

He said that the
districts whose recovery
was not as per the target
had been directed to
monitor the recovery of
ETOs of their respective
districts on a daily basis.

Faysal Bank unveils

strong financial results
for the Q1°24

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Faysal Bank
Limited (FBL), one of the
leading Islamic banks in
Pakistan, continued with
its growth stride during
the first quarter of
2024, whereby the profit
after tax doubled to PKR
6.5 billion as compared to
Q1 2023.Earnings per
share increased from Rs.
2.12 to Rs. 4.29,
while the Bank also declared
an interim cash dividend of
Rs. 1/- per share, i.e. 10
percent, saod a news
release here on Thursday.
The total assets reached a
new high of Rs.1.5 trillion,
with deposits increasing to

Rs.1.050 trillion and loan
book in excess of Rs. 603
billion. Advance-to-
Deposit Ratio (ADR)
was at a healthy 55
percent, while its Capital
Adequacy Ratio
stood at 18.57
percent, well above the
regulatory requirement.

The sound financial
performance and the strong
balance sheet footing is
reflective of the
Bank’s solid business fundamentals
coupled with prudent risk
management practices.

It further solidifies the
bank’s position as a key
player within the Islamic
banking segment.

WB Director urges ‘bold’
fiscal reforms for Pakistan’s
macroeconomic stability

ISLAMABAD (APP):
World Bank’s (WB) Global
Director for Governance
Arturo Herrera Gutierrez
on Thursday stressed the
need for ‘bold’ fiscal
reforms to address
Pakistan’s debt distress and
achieve macroeconomic
stability.

Speaking at a lecture
organized by the Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE),
Gutierrez highlighted the
urgency of sustainable
fiscal reforms, drawing
from international
experiences.

“Pakistan stands at a
crucial juncture where it
can either pave the path for

sustained economic growth
or fall into the recurring
traps of debt distress,”
Gutierrez remarked.

He discussed
historical economic
challenges faced by

countries like Mexico in
the 1980s and how these
experiences shape fiscal
strategies today.
Moreover, he
outlined the necessity of
strong macroeconomic
frameworks, robust debt
management practices, and
the establishment of
institutional arrangements
to ensure discipline in
fiscal policy.
Gutierrez
emphasized that ensuring

fiscal sustainability
required a comprehensive
long-term strategy, not
just balancing budgets
annually.

“These measures are
critical for building
credibility and securing
access to financial
markets,” the WB director
said while emphasizing the

need to maintain
consistency over time to
avoid the economic

problems of the past.

He brought to the
attention the concerning
resurgence of debt distress
globally, particularly post-
COVID-19, necessitating a
re-evaluation of fiscal
sustainability approaches.

PSX loses
80 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-Index of
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Thursday shed
80.49 points, a negative
change of 0.11 percent,
closing at 71,971.40
points against 72,051.89

points the previous
trading day.A total of
798,527,177 shares

valuing Rs.27.542 billion
were traded during the day
as compared to
599,401,643 shares
valuing Rs. 24.459 billion
the last day.Some 389
companies transacted
their shares in the stock
market; 173 of them
recorded gains and 191
sustained losses, whereas
the share prices of 25
remained unchanged.

Kazakh envoy
stresses quantum jump
in bilateral trade

FAISALABAD (APP):
The business community
must avail all opportunities
to give quantum jump to
bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Kazakhstan,
said Yerzhan Kistafin,
ambassador of the Republic
of Kazakhstan.
Addressing a selected
gathering at the Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (FCCI), he said
that both countries were
enjoying cordial relations,
but the business
community must translate
these ties into economic
terms.
He

termed  the

business-to-business
(B2B) contacts brother-to-
brother relations and said
that it had paved the way
to fully exploit the
untapped business
potential. He said that
three cities of Pakistan had
already been declared sister
cities of Kazakhstan and
now Shymkent has been
declared sister city of
Faisalabad because of their
similarities in textile. He
urged textile exporters to
invest in this city to
directly capture the five
Eurasian countries
including Russia and
Belarus.
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CM KP chairs meeting on
CRBC Left Canal project

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Gandapur, chaired a
meeting on the CRBC Left
Canal Project on Thursday
and decided to issue the
project tender by July of
this year.

The meeting was
attended by officials from
relevant provincial and
federal government
departments.

During the briefing,
the participants were
informed that an agreement
had been reached between
the federal and provincial
governments on previously
finalized project

implementation details.
Briefings were provided
by relevant authorities on
various aspects of the
project during the meeting.

It was informed that
Rs. 20 billion would be
allocated for the project in
the upcoming fiscal year’s
development program,
with the federal
government also pledging
Rs. 10 billion in the
upcoming fiscal year’s
PSDP for the project.

According to the
briefing, funds for the
project will be shared from
the federal government and
35% from the provincial
government.
Approximately 286,000
acres of barren land will be
irrigated through the Left
Canal Project. The meeting
also decided to initiate
another project to irrigate
an additional 90,000 acres

of land in southern
districts. The Chief
instructed

Minister

relevant authorities to
commence work on this

project.
He further instructed
them to ensure the

completion of all necessary
arrangements for tendering
the CRBC Left Canal
Project by July of the
current year. The Chief
Minister emphasized that
the CRBC Left Canal
Project is indispensable for
the food security of the
province and highlighted its
importance for the
country’s food security. He
stressed the need for early
completion without any
further delay. The Chief
Minister stated that the
provincial government
would provide funds on a
priority basis for projects,
considering the economic
viability of the project.

ABBOTTABAD:

Wdrkers of Wate-r and

Sanitation Services Company Abbottabad
(WSSCA) are cleaning and collecting solid waste
during cleaning drive campaign at the Main KKH

road in Abbottabad.

Order for recounting cannot
be given after issuance of

forms, 47,48 and 49: LHC

LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
while upholding the
success of Rana Bilal [jaz
of Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC) from National

Assembly (NA)
constituency  NA-81
Gujranwala has declared
illegal the Election
Commission (EC)
notification for recounting.

EC has issued

notification for recounting
on PML-N candidate

Azhar Qayyum
application.
It has been maintained

in the written order
recounting cannot be
conducted after issuance of
forms 47, 48 and 49. The
notification for counting of
votes could be issued
during election process.

According to written
decision EC notification in
connection with re-
counting has no legal
standing. The court
declares null and void EC
notification for re-
counting. Notification of
recounting which was
issued on March 18 is
illegal.

Collective efforts
needed to curb
terrorism:
Barrister

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: The recent
spike of targeted attacks on
security forces, customs
and police in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, is a national
issue which must be
addressed with collective
efforts, said Barrister Dr
Saifhere on Thursday. “We
can overcome and eliminate
the menace of terrorism
with united efforts, ©
Barrister Dr Saif said.

K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister’s Advisor on
Information and Public
Relations Barrister Dr Saif
further said that terrorism
is our country’s serious
matter and police, security
forces and law enforcement
agencies are fighting war
against terrorism with
available resources.
Hundreds of civilians and
security forces have lost
their lives during the recent
terrorists attacks, he added.
Police and security forces
are vigilant and determined
to wipe out the menace of
terrorism, he said. He said
such sacrifices of law
enforcement and security
agencies would further
strengthen our resolve.

Zat

LAHORE: Provincial Minister Food, Bilal Yaseen inaugurating a squad of
vehicles for checking stale meat in the office of Punjab Ford Authority in the

e e

provincial capital, along with DG Food Authority, Asim Javed and others in

the Provincial Capital.

Minister launches special

‘Meat Safety

Task Force’

in Punjab Food Auhtority

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Food Minister Bilal Yasin
launched a special ‘Meat
Safety Task Force’ in the
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA), here on Thursday.

The force would
consist of meat specialist
doctors to ensure detailed
inspection of meat, being
supplied across province.

While talking to the
media, he said meat safety
teams would conduct
detailed inspections of
slaughter houses, frozen
meat units, meat shops,
and meat processing units
on daily basis. The force
will also check the meat
supplied at the entry
points and meat markets of

all districts including
Lahore. A complete record
of traceability of meat
coming from poultry
farms, slaughterhouses will
also be compiled and strict
checking of entry points
will be ensured in the
morning hours.

The Food Minister
said that Punjab Food
Authority discarded 60
thousand kg of substandard
meat during checking of
meat shops and entry
points in a few days. He
said that elements hostile
to health will never be
allowed to do business and
continuous checking is
going on to ensure quality
milk, meat and food.

FC man shot

dead in Bannu

PESHAWAR (APP): An
official of  Frontier
Constabulary (FC) was shot
dead by  unknown
motorcyclists in the Janikhel
area of Bannu district on
Thursday. Police said FC
personnel, Abid Ullah was
on leave from duty and was
on the way home after
working in his fields when
armed motorcyclists shot
him dead.

On receiving
information, the police force
arrived at the scene and
collected evidence for
investigation.

The Body of the
deceased FC personnel was
shifted to the hospital for
medico-legal procedure.
Police have launched a
search operation in the area
to arrest the perpetrators
involved in the killing.

Complete digitalization of
EPIin progress; efforts on to
maintain cold chain: Qasim

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Provincial
Minister for Health, Syed
Qasim Ali Shah Thursday
said that efforts are
underway to completely
digitalize Expanded
Programme for
Immunization (EPI) besides
maintaining the cold chain
to ensure the supply of
vaccines in every nook and
corner of the province.

These  views  were
expressed by Syed Qasim
Shah while speaking as chief
guest at a ceremony held
here on Thursday to
commemorate 50 years of
the EPI programme. During
the ceremony, Provincial
Health Minister paid
special tribute to Prof Dr
Ashfaq Ahmad Khan (Late)
for being the founding
father of paediatrics.

Nine dead,
1,318 injured
in Punjab road

accidents

Independent Report
LAHORE: Nine persons
were killed and 1,318
others injured in 1,276 road
accidents in Punjab during
the last 24 hours.

As many as 607
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
711 with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

PHC seeks details
of registered cases
against KP CM

PESHAWAR (APP): A
two-member bench of
Peshawar High Court
comprising Justice Shakeel
Ahmed and Justice Dr
Khurshid Igbal on
Wednesday sought details
of registered cases against
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Ali
Amin Gandapur by anti-
corruption watchdog.

The counsel of Ali
Amin Gandapur had filed
an application in the high
court for details of cases.

Additional Director
Federal Investigation

Agency (FIA) told the court
that there were two inquiries
against Ali Amin, in the Dera
Ismail Khan region. The
police representative said
that there were six First

Investigation Reports
(FIRs) in Dera Ismail Khan
region while the National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) prosecutor informed
about one case against the
KP CM. Counsel for
petitioner Arshad Ali told the
court that Anti-corruption
officials have not yet
submitted their response.
Justice Shakeel Ahmed
wondered how the anti-
corruption department could
not respond to the
government. The Advocate
General replied that an
important meeting was
scheduled for April 29 in
which all the stakeholders
including the police chief
would be invited to take
important decisions related
to political cases.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor

Haji Ghulam Ali is being presented Khyber
Pakhtunkhawa Public Service Commission Annual
performance Report 2023 by the Chairman KPPSC
Mr. Sikandar Qayoum at Governor’s House.

WWB directed to
identify board’s land
for revenue generation

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Labor, Fazal Shakoor Khan
has directed Workers
Welfare Board (WWB) to
identify commercial land of
the board sand utilize it for
revenue generation.

He issued these
directives while chairing
meeting of WWB held here
on Thursday. He also
directed to form a
committee comprising
three members from WWB

to compile ideas and
suggestions regarding land
identification and sought a
report within two week
time. He said that
construction of plazas,
shops and parks on the
commercial land would
play a vital role in revenue
generation for WWB. On
the occasion, the minister
was  briefed about
vocational, technical and
general educational
institutions working under
WWB.

International News

155 killed in Tanzania as
heavy rains lash East Africa

Monitoring Desk
TANZANIA: At least 155
people have died in Tanza-
nia as torrential rains linked
to El Nino triggered flood-
ing and landslides, Prime
Minister Kassim Majaliwa
said on Thursday.

Tanzania and other
countries in East Africa —
a region highly vulnerable
to climate change — have
been pounded by heavier
than usual rainfall during
the current rainy season,
with dozens of deaths also
reported in Kenya.

Majaliwa said more
than 51,000 households
and 200,000 people have
been affected by the rains,
with 155 fatalities and 236
injured.

“The heavy El Nino
rains, accompanied by
strong winds, floods, and
landslides in various parts
of the country, have
caused significant dam-
age,” Majaliwa told par-
liament in Tanzania’s capi-
tal Dodoma.

“These include loss

of life, destruction of
crops, homes, citizens’
property, and infrastruc-
ture such as roads,
bridges, and railways,” he
added.

ElNino is a naturally
occurring climate pattern
typically associated with
increased heat worldwide,
drought in some parts of
the world and heavy rains
elsewhere, and can have a
devastating impact in East
Africa.

In Burundi, one of the
poorest countries on the
planet, around 96,000 people
have been displaced by
months of relentless rains.

In addition, about 45
people have been killed in
Kenya since the start of
the rainy season in
March, including 13 who
lost their lives in flash
floods in the capital
Nairobi this week.

Kenyan President
William Ruto convened an
emergency multi-agency
meeting on Thursday to
respond to the crisis after

torrential rains triggered
floods that caused chaos
across the city, blocking
roads and bridges and en-
gulfing homes in slum dis-
tricts.

Kenyans have been
warned to stay on alert,
with the forecast for more
heavy rains across the
country, while officials
said people living in the
most vulnerable areas
would be relocated.

“The government will
do whatever it takes, ap-
ply all the required re-
sources in terms of money
and personnel to make
sure that lives are not lost
and the people of Kenya
are protected from this di-
saster,” Deputy President
Rigathi Gachagua told a
press briefing.

Meanwhile, the UN
humanitarian response
agency OCHA said in an
update this week that in
Somalia, the Gu (April to
June) rains are intensifying
with flash floods reported
since April 19.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with

Shanghai Party Secretary Chen Jining at the
Grand Halls in Shanghai, China.

Russia vetoes a UN resolution
calling for the prevention of a
dangerous nuclear arms race in space

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: Rus-
sia on Wednesday vetoed a
U.N. resolution sponsored
by the United States and Ja-
pan calling on all nations to
prevent a dangerous nuclear
arms race in outer space,
calling it “a dirty spectacle”
that cherry picks weapons
of mass destruction fromall
other weapons that should
also be banned.

The vote in the 15-

member Security Council
was 13 in favor, Russia op-
posed and China abstain-
ing.

The resolution would
have called on all countries
not to develop or deploy
nuclear arms or other weap-
ons of mass destruction in
space, as banned under a
1967 international treaty
that included the U.S. and
Russia, and to agree to the
need to verify compliance.

Pro-Palestinian

US high school

students accuse
school of

censoring speech

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Some US
students at Washington,
D.C.’s Jackson-Reed High
School filed a lawsuit on
Wednesday alleging the
public high school’s admin-
istrators censored them by
prohibiting pro-Palestinian
events. The lawsuit said ad-
ministrators treated the Arab
Student Union, a student
club at the high school, dif-
ferently from other groups
like the Black Student Union
and the Asian Student
Union by restricting its ac-
tivities. “For the past four
months, it [the Arab Student
Union] and its members
have been trying to engage
in expressive activities at the
high school — showing a
documentary film, putting
up posters, distributing lit-
erature, presenting a cultural
programme — but have been
stopped at every turn by the
school administration.”

PLUS UNIE
PLUS SQUVERAINE
PLUS DEMOCRATIQUE

French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech on Europe in the

* * * *

amphitheatre of the Sorbonne University in Paris, France.

Israel pummels Gaza
after US approves
military aid

Monitoring Desk
GAZA STRIP: Israeli war-
planes pounded the north-
ern Gaza strip for a second
day on Wednesday in a
fierce assault that has shat-
tered weeks of comparative
calm, and Israel said it was
moving forward with plans
for an all-out assault on
Rafah in the south.

The renewed attacks
came after the US Congress
approved $13 billion in
military aid for Tel Aviv.

Israeli Foreign Minis-
ter Israel Katz said the
Senate’s approval of the aid

package already passed by
the House of Representa-
tives sent a “‘strong message
to all our enemies” in a post
on social media platform X.

Even though Western
countries, including the
United States, have pleaded
with it to hold back from
attacking the city on Gaza’s
southern edge,
aspokesperson for PM
Benjamin Netanyahu’s
government said Israel was
“moving ahead” with its
plans for a ground opera-
tion on Rafah, but gave no
timeline.

Gaza could surpass
famine thresholds in six
weeks, UN official says

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: The Gaza Strip
could surpass famine thresh-
olds of food insecurity, mal-
nutrition and mortality in
six weeks, an official from
the World Food Programme
said on Wednesday (Apr
24). “We are getting closer
by the day to a famine situ-
ation,” said Gian Caro Cirri,
Geneva director of the
World Food Programme
(WFP). “There is reasonable
evidence that all three fam-
ine thresholds - food inse-
curity, malnutrition and
mortality - will be passed in

the next six weeks.” A UN-
backed report published in
March said that famine was
imminent and likely to oc-
cur by May in northern
Gaza and could spread
across the enclave by July.
On Tuesday, a US official
said the risk of famine in
Gaza, especially in the
north, was very high. Cirri
was speaking at the launch
ofareport by the Global Net-
work Against Food Crises,
an alliance of humanitarian
and development actors in-
cluding United Nations agen-
cies, the World Bank.

Taliban govt
joins climate
change talks

for first time

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: The Taliban gov-
ernment has entered the
first stage of discussions
with the United Nations,
donors and non-govern-
mental organisations,
over the impact of climate
change in Afghanistan,
organisers said on
Wednesday.

After four decades of
war, Afghanistan is
ranked as one of the coun-
tries least prepared to
tackle the effects of cli-
mate change that are spur-
ring extreme weather con-
ditions and warping natu-
ral environments.

4 injured as
cavalry horses
run amok in

London

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: A number of
military horses, including
one covered in blood, ran
amok on the streets of cen-
tral London and injured at
least four people on
Wednesday.

The horses belong to
the Household Cavalry,
which acts as the British
monarch’s official body-
guard and takes part in
ceremonial duties.

They are garrisoned at
Hyde Park barracks, less
than a mile away from
Buckingham Palace.

Blinken calls for US, China
to manage differences

Monitoring Desk
SHANGHALI: US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
called on Thursday on the
United States and China to
manage their differences “re-
sponsibly” as he went on a
charm offensive ahead of ex-
pected tough talks.

A day before meeting
Beijing’s top brass to tackle
thorny issues including
Russia, Taiwan and trade,
Blinken’s visit to Shanghai
has seen him sample local
food, watch a basketball
game and stroll along the
city’s famous Bund prom-
enade. Visiting the local
Communist Party leader in
a room with sweeping
views of the Shanghai sky-
line, Blinken said US Presi-
dent Joe Biden was com-
mitted to “direct and sus-
tained” dialogue between
the world’s two largest
economies after years of
mounting tension.

“I think it’s important
to underscore the value —

in fact, the necessity — of
direct engagement, of
speaking to each other, lay-
ing out our differences,
which are real, seeking to
work through them,”
Blinken said.

“We have an obliga-
tion for our people — in-
deed an obligation to the
world — to manage the re-
lationship between our two
countries responsibly.”

The Chinese Commu-
nist Party secretary for
Shanghai, Chen Jining, wel-
comed Blinken partly in
English and spoke of the
importance of US busi-
nesses to the city.

“Whether we choose
cooperation or confrontation
affects the well-being of both
peoples, both countries and
the future of humanity,”
Chen told him. The country’s
financial capital, Shanghai is
often a stepping stone to
power in China, with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping previously
serving briefly in the city.

‘Europe could die,’
Macron warns, as he calls
for stronger defences

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: President
Emmanuel Macron ap-
pealed on Thursday for
stronger, more integrated
European defences and
said the continent must
not become a vassal of the
United States, as he out-
lined his vision for a more
assertive European Union
on the global stage.

With just three years
left of his second and fi-
nal term in office, and
having lost his parliamen-
tary majority in 2022,
Macron, 46, wants to
show his critics that he
retains the energy and
fresh thinking that helped
propel him into the presi-
dency in 2017 and that he
has not become a lame
duck leader.

“There is a risk our
Europe could die. We are
not equipped to face the
risks,” Macron said in his
speech at the Sorbonne
University in Paris, warn-
ing that military, eco-
nomic, trade and other

pressures could weaken
and fragment the 27-na-
tion EU.

Macron said Russia
must not be allowed to
win in Ukraine, and he
called for a boost in
Europe’s cybersecurity
capacity, closer defence
ties with post-Brexit Brit-
ain, and the creation of a
European academy to
train high-ranking mili-
tary personnel.

“There is no defence
without a defence indus-
try ... we’ve had decades
of under-investment,” he
said, adding that Europe-
ans should give prefer-
ence to buying European
military equipment.

“We must produce
more, we must produce
faster, and we must pro-
duce as Europeans,” he
said.

Macron said Europe
risked falling behind eco-
nomically in a context
where global free-trade
rules were being challenged
by major competitors.
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QUETTA: Commander West Pakistan Navy Rear
Admiral Adnan Majeed (SI-Military) meeting with
Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan
Kakar

PM seeks cooperation
between Pak, Denmark
in agri, energy sectors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Thursday held a
meeting with a delegation
led by Chief Executive Of-
ficer of APM Terminals and
Board Member AP Miller
Mearsk Keith Svendsen
and discussed matters re-
lated to business and invest-
ment.

During the meeting,
Keith Svendsen expressed
interest in the first green
transhipment terminal of
Pakistan to be built in
Karachi. After the comple-
tion of the proposed
project, large cargo ships
can be anchored in the port
of Karachi and the whole
world will get easy access
to Pakistani exports. With
this project, cargo from all
over the world will also
reach the Central Asian
states.

APM Terminal will
also construct international
level logistics storage facili-
ties in Lahore, Tarnol and
Peshawar and due to this
project Pakistan will be-

come the center of the re-
gion for logistics.

With this project, Pa-
kistan will also get an op-
portunity to increase value
of its products, which will
not only provide jobs to the
people but also enhance
economic growth.

The prime minister
had formed an inter minis-
terial committee headed by
the finance minister for this
project. It also included a
representative of Special
Investment Facilitation
Council. PM Shehbaz ex-
pressed interest in coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
Denmark in the fields of
agriculture and environment
friendly energy projects.

Keith Svendsen ex-
pressed satisfaction about
the investment and busi-
ness friendly policies of
Pakistan. Danish Ambassa-
dor Jakob Linulf and fed-
eral ministers for commerce,
finance, shipping and high
level officers of relevant
ministries attended the
meeting.

To learn modern skills to new generation

We direly need support,
guidance of Intl.
organizations: Governor

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has
stressed that we desper-
ately need support and
guidance of the interna-
tional organizations for
learning modern skills to the
younger generation and in-
crease capacity of the of-
ficers in the government
departments. He said that
there is key role of the pri-
vate institutions along with
the government depart-
ments for public welfare.

He appreciated the
endeavours of international
non/governmental organi-
zations especially the
United Nations organiza-
tions for provision of edu-
cation, health and clean
drinking water in urban and
rural areas of the province.

The Governor was
speaking to Assistant Sec-

retary General and Direc-
tor of Regional Bureau for
Asia and Pacific, Ms. Kanni
Wignaraja, who called on
him here at the Governor
House on Thursday.

During the course of
meeting, Resident Repre-
sentative of UNDP in Pa-
kistan, Dr. Samuel Rizk,
Deputy Resident Represen-
tative of UNDP, Ms. Van
Nguyen, Head of UNDP
sub-office Balochistan,
Zulfigar Durrani, Additional
Chief Secretary Planning and
Development, Abdul Saboor
Kakar, Secretary P&D De-
partment, Lal Jan Jaffar and
Principal Secretary to Gov-
ernor, Hashim Khan
Ghilzai were also present
on the occasion. Speaking
on the occasion, Governor
stressed the need to put dif-
ferent sectors especially
agriculture, minerals, live-
stock and fisheries.

QUETTA: Advisor Women ﬁevelop

t Depart-

ment Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi visiting WDD Di-

rectorate

300,000 driving professionals needed in Europe:

Youth of Balochistan would
be provided opportunities of
livelihood in Europe, ME: CM

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
stated that youth of the
province would be provided
opportunities of livelihood
in Europe and Middle
Easte.

He said that the youth
of province would also be
imparted professional
training of international
standards so that they are
able to earn livelihood
abroad.

The Chief Minister
was chairing review meet-
ing about progress on es-
tablishment of National
Driving License Branch in
the province, here on
Thursday.

The Provincial Minis-
ter for Home, Mir Ziaullah
Langove, Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel Qadir
Khan, Inspector General of
National Highways and
Motorway Police, Salman
Chaudhary, Inspector Gen-

eral of Police, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh and other concerned
high ups.

The Chief Minister
was briefed about the re-
lated matters by high ups
of National Highway and
Motorway Police.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Chief Minister said that
the youth of province
would be imparted learning
and speaking skills of En-
glish, French and Arabic lan-
guages besides driving.

He directed the Chief
Secretary to take review of
establishment of the driv-
ing schools in the province.

He asked him to
present report after review-
ing the establishment of
driving schools under
BTEVTA public-private
partnership.

Earlier, it was in-
formed during briefing,
300,000 and 100,000 driv-
ing professional are re-
quired in Europe and
Middle East respectively.

People are getting nothing,
will we go on paying all
the money in salaries: CJP

KARACHI (Online): Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Qazi Faez Isa has remarked
“talk about the people.
They are getting what.
Roads, water and electric-
ity, what they are getting.
Will we go on paying the
entire money in salaries..

CJP gave these re-
marks while presiding over
Supreme Court (SC) bench
comprising Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail and Jus-
tice Naeem Akhtar Afghan
during the hearing of peti-
tion against sacking of con-
tract employees of
Hyderabad Development
Authority (HDA) here in
Karachi registry of SC
Thursday.

The petitioner had
taken plea in the court that
“I was not contract em-
ployee but I was regular
employee. I was employee
of HAD.

Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail remarked was
all the procedure followed
in your appointment. We

don’t know have you any
degree or otherwise.

The court remarked
you were contract em-
ployee. Read the appoint-
ment letter. The CJP Qazi
Faez Isa remarked we know
what is done in committee.
List comes that these have
to be appointed. The CJP
observed only employees
are being appointed. Where
they are serving the people.
we will see what the gov-
ernment departments are
doing. Only people are be-
ing filled in government
jobs. Only salaries are be-
ing paid to the employees.

He further remarked
government has not four
annas to do some thing.
Only it is said we are serv-
ing. Government jobs are
given to those who are not
competent for them. why
should the burden ofillegal
appointments be shifted to
people of Sindh.

The counsel for the
petitioner took the plea gov-
ernment itself launched the

project. Later it returned the
employees.

The CJP remarked we
have not to run the govern-
ment. They themselves
should run the government.

The counsel said the
appointments were made
under the package of presi-
dent and governor.

The CJP remarked
what powers president and
governor have. had they
their own money. We will
not allow if constitution is
violated. How the powers
came to the president to
distribute the money to
whom he wants. when it
had taken place. Who had
done it.

The counsel told ap-
pointments were made dur-
ing the tenure of former
president Gen (Retd)
Pervez Musharraf. Package
was given.

CJP Qazi Faez Isa re-
marked when the founda-
tion of some thing is wrong
then it happens so. The
thing cannot sustain.

QUETTA: Blochistan Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti chairing a review
meeting of Welfare Board’s Affair.

ISLAMABAD: Federal

Minister for Pla
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nning Development & Special Initia-

tives, Professor Ahsan Igbal chairs a meeting to review progress over CPEC
Joint Group Works and upcoming 13 JCC.

IHC adjourns
cipher case
hearing against
PTI founder
till April 20

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday ad-
journed hearing till April 30,
on appeals against the con-
viction of PTI founder and
former foreign minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi in
cipher case.

A division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq and Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb heard
the appeal of two accused.

Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA)’s prosecutor
Hamid Shah continued ar-
guments during the hearing.

The prosecutor said
that the court has to look at
four things in this case, did
the copy of the cipher reach
the accused or not?
Whether the document was
received by the accused in
physical form or not?

The telegram was sent
to Haseeb Gohar FSA. He
said that the classified docu-
ments, which include pam-
phlets, books, etc are called
secret documents.

CM to send 400 children of labourers to
residential higher education institutions

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
announced to send 400 chil-
dren of labourers to the
higher residential educa-
tional institutions of the
country.

He announced that the
children of labourers would
also be able to acquire higher
education under the Labour
Welfare Fund.

The Chief Minister
made this announcement
while addressing the meet-
ing of Labour and Man-
power and Labour Welfare
Fund here on Thursday.

He announced that the

child of labourer would also
study there where child of
a rich person studies.

He said that the ex-
penses of education and ac-
commodation of the chil-
dren of labourers would be
paid from the Labour Wel-
fare Fund. He said that the
talented child of labourer
would become an officer,
doctor, engineer and suc-
cessful human being instead
of'alabourer.

He expressed displea-
sure over that the Labour
‘Welfare Fund s allocated for
the province are lapsed in-
stead of utilization. He said
that a common Labourer is
deprived of the social secu-

MQM-P
‘agrees’ on
removal of

Tessori

KARACHI (INP): The
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
changed its strategy for the
appointment of Governor
Sindh as Kamran Khan
Tessori is likely to be re-
placed by another party
colleague. The sources privy
to the development said that
the MQM-P, which earlier
refused to replace Kamran
Tessori, has now shown
flexibility on the matter.
The sources within the
party said that Barrister
Farogh Naseem has emerged
as a strong candidate to re-
place Kamran Tessori for
the slot.

Three new
bills introduced

in Senate

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
many as three government
bills including the Election
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
the Motion Pictures
(Amendment) Bill, 2023
and the Establishment of
Special Court (Overseas
Pakistanis Property) Bill,
2023 were introduced in the
Senate on Thursday.

Minister for Foreign
Affairs Mohammad Ishaq
Dar on behalf of Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs,
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting and Min-
ister for Overseas Paki-
stanis and Human Re-
sources Development
moved all the bills in the
house.

Chairman Senate Syed
YusufRaza Gillani referred
all the bills to the concerned
senate standing committees
for detailed deliberation.

QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan
Abdul Khaliq Sheikh meeting with Provincial Min-

rity because of negligence
and lack of interest .

He said that the laws
for 19,000 registered
labourers don’t match with
the ground reality, there-
fore, there wa need to make
necessary legislation in this
regard, adding he stressed.

The Chief Minister
directed to send viable rec-
ommendations to the Law
department for wetting
within three days in order
to make necessary amend-
ments in the laws.

He also announced to
send 1000 children of
labourers to the higher edu-
cational institutions of the
country from next year.

1% ‘

ister Mir Sadiq Umrani. IG Motorway Police
Muhammad Salman Chaudhry is also present

Wasay, Vawda
take oath as

Senators

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yusuf Raza Gillani on
Thursday administered the
oath to newly-elected two
members Faisal Vawda and
Abdul Wasay of the upper
house of the Parliament.

Later the newly-
elected Senators signed the
roll of members.

Panel of
Presiding
officers

announced

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate Syed
Yusuf Raza Gillani on
Thursday announced the
panel of Presiding officers
to act in absence of both the
Chairman and Deputy
Chairman.

The Chairman chaired
the proceedings of 337th
Senate session, commenced
on the very day.

The panel of Presid-
ing officers comprises
Shahadat Awan, Irfanul Haq
Saddiqui and Samina
Mumtaz Zehra.

U.S. Embassy funds
campaign on gender based
violence in Balochistan

QUETTA (APP): In a col-
laborative effort to combat
the pervasive issue of gen-
der-based violence (GBV),
Balochistan Police has been
implementing a pioneering
awareness and advocacy cam-
paign. The initiative is funded
by the U.S. Embassy’s Office
of Intemational Narcotics and
Law Enforcement (INL) and
implemented with the techni-
cal support of the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC). As part
of awareness raising activi-
ties, Balochistan Police in
conjunction with the U.S.
Embassy’s Office of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law
Enforcement (INL) and
UNODC organized a flag-
ship seminar on Wednesday,
24th of April 2024 at Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women’s
University in Quetta that
successfully concluded the
campaign, said ina UNODC
press release issued here
Thursday. The seminar
brought together experts from
law enforcement, academia,
and civil society to speak to a
large gathering of young and
enthusiastic female students
with the purpose to inspire
them to champion social
change to combat gender-
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based violence in
Balochistan.

The event was pre-
sided over by the Minister
for Education, Government
of Balochistan, Ms.
Raheela Hameed Durani
who emphasized the im-
portance of proactive mea-
sures to combat gender-
based violence, highlighting
the need for universities to
play a crucial role in em-
powering young women.
Other key stakeholders in-
cluded Deputy Inspector
General of Police
Balochistan, Mr. Qamar-ul-
Hassan, Vice Chancellor
SBK, Prof. Dr. Sajida
Noreen, Chairperson Pro-
vincial Commission on Sta-
tus of Women, Balochistan,
Ms. Fozia Shaheen and SP,
Quetta Police and In-Charge
Women and Juvenile
Faciliation Centre, Ms. Pari
Gul Tareen. The main fo-
cus was on empowering
youth, particularly adoles-
cent girls, by sensitizing them
to identify and confront gen-
der stereotypes to address
causes of gender-based vio-
lence in their daily lives, and
motivate them to pursue ca-
reers as women police offic-
ers in Balochistan.

i

n Imran Khan expressing views during a consultative meeting regarding imposition of Law for
Access of Information in Balochistan. DGPR Balochistan Muhammad Noor Khetran and other officers are also present

ADB operations
reach $23.6 bin

in 2023, achieve
record climate

finance

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) committed
$23.6 billion from its own
resources in 2023, includ-
ing $9.8 billion for climate
action, to help Asia and the
Pacific progress on sustain-
able development. These
figures are among the finan-
cial and operational results
published on Thursday in
ADB’s Annual Report
2023. The report summa-
rizes how ADB supported
its developing member
countries (DMCs) to ad-
dress the worsening climate
crisis as well as the impacts
of conflicts, food insecurity,
and increased debt burdens,
among other challenges.

“ADB continued to
step up as the climate bank
for Asia and the Pacific,
reaching our highest-ever
annual financing for climate
action,” said ADB President
Masatsugu Asakawa.

“Our investments in
adaptation and mitigation
had a strong focus on cli-
mate-resilient agriculture,
renewable energy, and low-
carbon transport,” he
added. The $23.6 billion
comprised loans, grants,
equity investments, guaran-
tees, and technical assis-
tance provided to govern-
ments and the private sec-
tor. Supplementing its
own resources, ADB mo-
bilized an additional $16.4
billion in cofinancing
through its strong partner-
ships.

ADB invested heavily
in building high-quality en-
ergy, transport, and other
infrastructure essential for
sustainable development.

President stresses joint
efforts to control Malaria

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Thursday urged all pro-
vincial governments and
stakeholders to collaborate
in controlling the spread of
malaria and make Pakistan
a Malaria free country.

“Iurge our healthcare
providers both in the pub-
lic and private sector, the
non-governmental organi-
zations, private entities,
philanthropists, commu-
nity leaders, media and
other stakeholders to raise
awareness about the Ma-
laria control issues but also
in alleviating the sufferings
of ailing human beings
through improved diagnos-
tic and therapeutic proce-
dures,” the president said
in amessage on World Ma-
laria Day.

He said the day which
is observed every year on
April 25, is a reminder of
the need to undertake con-
certed efforts in raising
awareness and finding so-
lutions to meet the growing
challenges to control Ma-
laria in the endemic areas of
the country. Malaria is pre-
ventable, easy to diagnose
and treatable, which entails
collective efforts by all
stakeholders.

The global theme for
WORLD MALARIA DAY
2024 is “ Advancing health
equity, gender equality and
human rights”.

He said the govern-
ment of Pakistan is commit-
ted to cater to the health
needs of the population and
is committed to implement-
ing the Global Malaria
Programme’s new initiative,
T3 Strategy: TEST.
TREAT. TRACK.

This initiative is built
on the principle that every
suspected Malaria case is
tested, confirmed and
treated with a quality-as-
sured antimalarial medicine.
It is also imperative that the
disease is tracked through
timely and accurate surveil-
lance systems to guide
policy and operational de-
cisions, the president
added. “I am pleased to
note that the Ministry of
National Health Services,
Regulations & Coordination
has made concerted efforts
through the Common Man-
agement Unit-CMU Ma-
laria to address various risk
factors. [ am also pleased to
know that a holistic strat-
egy has been adopted by
Common Management
Unit-Malaria.
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QUETTA: Provincial Minister and Chairman BFA Noor

Muhammad Dummar presiding over a meeting at
Balochistan Food Authority headquarter

Zarin Magsi vows
to fulfil commitments
made with people

Independent Report
QUETTA: The newly
elected Member of Provin-
cial Assembly, Nawabzada
Zarin Magsi has vowed to
serve the masses fulfilling
promises made with them
during the elections. He was
addressing the ceremony ar-
ranged at Circuit House,
Uthal on  Thursday.
Nawabzada Zarin Magsi,
who has the support of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz and Federal Minis-
ter for Commerce and Trade,
Jam Kamal Khan, said that
he was among the masses
before elections and are
among them after the elec-
tions.

He said that he has
come to meet the people on
fourth day after elections.

He said that we would
fulfill the commitments
made with the people and
would always remain with
them. He said that he would
never forget the love, affec-
tion and honour he got from
the people of Lasbela.
Nawabzada Zarin Magsi
said that he is thankful to the
party leaders and Jam Kamal
Khan who got him elected as
MPA. He also thanked the
President of Peoples Party,
Asif Ali Zardari who gave
him honour and withdrew
the party candidate in his
favour.

QUETTA: Awami National Party Central Leader,
Engineer Zmarak Khan A chakzai along with oth-

ers addressing a Press conference held at Quetta

press club.

Access to info important for
healthy, learned & civilized
societies: Imran Khan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Secretary
Information, Imran Khan
has stated that access to in-
formation is important for
the healthy, learned and
civilized societies as trans-
parency and governance
can be improved through
it.

He insisted that every
individual has the right to
information and this is also
beauty of democracy.

The Secretary Infor-
mation was expressing
views at the consultative
meeting on enforcement of
Access to Information Act
in Balochistan here on
Thursday.

The constitution
meeting was arranged by
the National Endowment
for Democracy.

The Director General
Public Relations,
Muhammad Noor Khetran,
Directors of Public Rela-
tions, Syed Tanveer Akhtar,
Saeed Ahmed Shahwani,
Deputy Director Syed
Jaffar Shah, Assistant Di-

rectors Taimur Kakar,
Manzoor Ahmed Magsi
and Abdul Bari
Mandokhail also attended.

The Secretary Infor-
mation appreciated the ad-
vocacy campaign launched
by NED on the Right to In-
formation Act.

He said that the en-
forcement of laws about
right to information can be
helpful in sustainable devel-
opment and building strong
institutions besides public
welfare.

He mentioned that
Right to Information was
enforced in 2021 in
Balochistan. The Informa-
tion commission has been
formed in federation and
other provinces, however
effective steps are being
taken for formation of In-
formation commission in
Balochistan as well, the Sec-
retary Information men-
tioned adding that Chief In-
formation Commissioner
and Information Commis-
sioners would be appointed
soon.
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