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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari conferring the insignias of Hilal-i-Imtiaz (Military) upon officers of the Pakistan Armed Forces, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on
Mines and Minerals of Balochistan with special context to Reqo Dik Project.

LARKANA: Sindh Minister for Energy, Planning and Development Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah presiding over a meeting at Commissioner’s Office.

HYDERABAD: Peoples Party (PPP) Sindh Presi-
dent, Nisar Ahmad Khuhro along with others lead-
ers addresses to media persons during press con-
ference held in Hyderabad.

Foolproof security of Reko Diq
project personnel, logistics

must be ensured: PM
A strategy should be formed for the feasibility of a rail

and road network from Reko Diq to Gwadar port

President confers military
awards upon officers of
Pakistan Armed Forces

Maritime Minister
highlights PQA’s role
in country’s economy

Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto be
recognized as martyr, hero

of democracy: Khuhro

CM felicitates
Hindu community

on Holi Festival

USAID reaffirms
support for devel-
opments in Sindh

KARACHI (Online): U.S.
Agency for International
Development’s Mission
Director for Pakistan, Kate
Somvongsiri, has expressed
longstanding commitment
to improving lives and
achieving shared develop-
ment goals in Sindh. She re-
affirmed this commitment
during a meeting with Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah in Karachi to reaffirm
USAID’s partnership and
support for development
initiatives in province.
USAID Mission Director
said that under the U.S.-Pa-
kistan “Green Alliance”
framework, USAID contin-
ues to collaborate with Paki-
stan to address climate, envi-
ronmental, and economic chal-
lenges, ensuring a sustainable
future for generations.

Chinese Consulate
holds send-off

event for 3-year
diploma students

KARACHI (INP): Chinese
Consulate General in
Karachi has held a farewell
party for students from
Gwadar Institute of Tech-
nology in Balochistan,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Sunday.

China’s consul general
in Pakistan Yang Yundong
attended the party held at
the Consulate General in
Karachi.

The students hailing
from various areas of
Makran, completed their 3
years diploma in Civil
Technology from Gwadar
Institute of Technology
(GIT).

Faryal wishes
Happy Holi to

Hindu community
KARACHI (INP): Central
President of Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Women’s Wing and MPA
Faryal Talpur has extended
Holi greetings to the Hindu
community in Pakistan and
all those celebrating this
festival of colours, lights
and the spring worldwide.

In a message on this oc-
casion of the Holi, Faryal
Talpur said that the message
of Holi was love, brotherhood
and peace. She said that the
services of Pakistan’s Hindus
community to the country
and nation are unforgettable
and prayed that may this Holi
bring peace and prosperity to
our Hindu brothers and sis-
ters, leading to the interfaith
harmony in Pakistan.

First lunar
eclipse of 2024

today
KARACHI (INP): The first
lunar eclipse of 2024 will be
observed tomorrow (March
25). However, this lunar
eclipse will not be witnessed
in Pakistan and least shadow
of the earth will cover the
moon. The said lunar eclipse
also known as Penumbral Lu-
nar Eclipse don’t cover ma-
jor portion of moon but
fades it light slightly. The lu-
nar eclipse will be witnessed
in United States, major coun-
tries of Europe, Australia,
Africa, Northern and East-
ern Asia but Pakistan and
India would not observe it.
The Penumbral Lunar
Eclipse would start 9:53 am
on March 25, reach to ex-
treme at 12:12 noon and
would end at 2:32 pm with
duration of 4:40 hours.

Tribal clash claims 7
lives, 6 injured

CM Sindh takes action on tragic killing
of six persons near Nawabshah

Pakistan mulling over
resuming trade with
India, says Ishaq Dar

PM Shehbaz reconstitutes
ECC with Aurangzeb

as its chairman

Pak-Afghan
Torkham

border reopened
TORKHAM (INP):  Pak-
Afghan Torkham border has
been restored for crossing
after three hours. Accord-
ing to border security
sources, passengers’ cross-
ing from both sides of the
border has been continued.

The border was sus-
pended due to dispute be-
tween Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) and security
forces, sources said. The
channel report said the traf-
fic on the border was sus-
pended for three hours to-
day morning.

KSA, Pakistan
discuss ways to
further strength

bilateral ties:
Prince Khalid

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Defence Minister of the
Kingdo m of  Sau di
Arabia, Prince Khalid
b in  Salman b in
Abdulaziz Al-Saud on
Sunday said that he met
wi th  P r ime  Min is te r
Mu hammad  Shehb az
Sharif and reviewed ro-
bust relations between
the two countries and
ways to bolster them.

Pakistan will always be
voice of occupied Kashmiri,
Palestinian peoples: Munir

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Sunday directed that secu-
rity should be ensured for
those working on the Reko
Diq mining project and for
the logistics and transport
from Reko Diq to the
Gwadar seaport.

He was chairing an im-
portant meeting regarding
the Reko Diq mining
project.

A delegation of

Barrick Gold company led
by its Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mark Bristow took
part in the meeting through
video link.

The PM said consul-
tations should be held with
all stakeholders regarding
the project at the official
level and all the obstacles
should be removed.

He said planning
should be initiated for
improvement in the com-

munication infrastructure
especially railway lines
for utilising the minerals
of Balochistan, adding
work for the upgradation
of the road network to
link Reko Diq project
with Gwadar port  by
road,  should be com-
pleted at the earliest.

Wherever new roads
were being constructed, the
pace of construction should
be increased, he remarked.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah on Sunday con-
veyed his warm greetings to
the Hindu community on
the auspicious occasion of
the Holi festival.

In his message, the CM
expressed his heartfelt
wishes for the happiness and
well-being of the Hindu com-
munity residing in the coun-
try, particularly in Sindh. Holi
is widely celebrated as the
festival of colors, which sig-
nifies love and affection, and
provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity to bring people to-
gether, he added.

The CM Pakistan
People’s Party always raise
voice for protection of the
rights of minorities.

He said the non Mus-
lims were enjoying com-

plete freedom for obser-
vance of their religious ritu-
als in Sindh and the coun-
try. Syed Murad Shah said
Hindu community was per-
forming it’s major role for
the development and pros-
perity of the country.

The provincial gov-
ernment was providing all
required facilities to the
minorities, Shah said and
added that all Hindu em-
ployees were paid full sal-
ary and pension in advance
due their religious festival
by Sindh Government.

He said the celebra-
tion of this day (Holi) here
is recognition of the fact
that Hindu community
was living here in peace
and prosperity and plays
role for the development
of the country.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister (PM)
Shehbaz Sharif reconsti-
tuted the federal cabinet’s
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC), ARY
News reported.

According to the offi-
cial notification, the Eco-
nomic Coordination Com-
mittee has been reconsti-
tuted and Federal Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb was appointed
as its chairman.

The notification
stated that the finance min-
ister will head the panel
with the four other minis-
ters including economic af-
fairs, commerce, power,
petroleum, and planning,
development and special
initiatives, notified as its
members. It is pertinent to
mention here that before the
reconstitution of the ECC,
Prime Minister used to hold
the chairmanship of the
Economic Coordination
Committee.

Earlier, Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif

formed a steering commit-
tee for reforms and automa-
tion in Federal Bureau of
Revenue (FBR). As per de-
tails, PM Shehbaz will be
chairman of the 10-member
steering committee and a
formal notification has also
been issued in this regard.

The Federal Ministers
of Finance, Industry, Com-
merce and Production, and
Law will be members of the
high profile Committee.

The Finance Division
will provide Secretarial sup-
port to the Steering Com-
mittee, which will monitor
the implementation of the
FBR reform plan.

Prior to this, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to ensure the imple-
mentation of all projects
for the stability of national
economy.

The prime minister
said all stakeholders of dif-
ferent sectors of the
economy should be con-
sulted for the implementa-
tion of this plan.

HYDERABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Peoples
Party’s (PPP’s) Sindh
President Nisar Ahmed
Khuhro has said PPP’s
founding Chairman and
former Prime Minister
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto should
be recognized as a hero of
democracy and a martyr.

At a press conference
at the residence of the
party’s Hyderabad division
President Syed Ali Nawaz
Shah Rizvi in Gulistan-e-
Sajjad here on Sunday,
Khuhro referred to the recent
Supreme Court’s judgment
which accepted that Bhutto
was convicted to death pen-
alty without fair trial.

He recalled that the
apex court took around 12
years to give its opinion on

the Presidential reference
filed by President Asif Ali
Zardari during his first ten-
ure in the Presidency.

Khuhro informed that
a public meeting would be
organized in Larkana at the
mausoleum of Bhutto on
April 4 to pay tribute to
Bhutto on his 45th martyr-
dom anniversary.

According to him, due
to Ramazan the public
meeting would start after
Iftari at night.

Commenting on the
recent government, he cred-
ited the PPP and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) for coming to-
gether to prevent democ-
racy from derailment. Rizvi
and other local leaders were
present on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
on Sunday conferred insig-
nias of military awards
upon 42 officers of Paki-
stan armed forces.

The Presidential In-
vestiture ceremony was
held at the Aiwan-e-Sadr
in connection with Paki-
stan Day and was at-
tended by senior officers
of Pakistan armed forces,
government officials and
families of the recipients
of the awards.

The recipients of
Hilal-i-Imtiaz (Military)
included Lt. Gen. Mohsin
Muhammad Qureshi,  Air
Marshal Abdul Moeed
Khan, Air Marshal Tariq
Zia, Air Marshal Ghulam
Abbas Ghuman, Major
Gen. Shoaib Ahmed, Ma-
jor Gen. Naseer Ahmed
Samore, Rear Admiral
Habibur Rehman, Major
Gen. Shazia Nisar, Major
Gen. Ejaz Ghani, Major
Gen. Nadeem Ahmed Rana,
Major Gen. Waseem
Ahmad Khan, Major Gen.
Arshad Naseem, Rear Ad-
miral Syed Ahmed Salman,
Major Gen. Arshad
Mehmood, Major Gen.

Muhammad Atif Mansha,
Major Gen. Javed Dost
Chandio, Major Gen.
Muhammad Irfan Khan,
Major General Syed Asif
Hussain, Major Gen.
Sheheryar Parvez Butt,
Air Vice Marshal Zaffar
Aslam, Major Gen.
Imranullah, Rear Admiral
Jawad Ahmed, Rear Admi-
ral Abdul Munib, Rear
Admiral Faisal Amin, Ma-
jor Gen. Muhammad Raza
Aizad, Major General
Muhammad Ishaq
Khattak, Major Gen. Ch.
Amin Ajmal, Major Gen.
Jawwad Ahmed Qazi, Ma-
jor Gen. Ahmad Bilal, Ma-
jor Gen. Iftikhar Hassan
Chaudhry, Major Gen.
Ehsan Ali, Major Gen.
Kamran Nazir Malik, Ma-
jor Gen. Wajid Aziz, Ma-
jor Gen. Muhammad Umer
Bashir, Major Gen. Asad
ur Rehman Afzal Cheema,
Major Gen. Mushtaq Ali,
Major Gen. Muhammad
Imtanan Babar, Major
Gen. Muhammad Farhan
Yousaf,  Rear Admiral
Syed Faisal Ali Shah, Ma-
jor Gen. Ahsan Altaf and
Major Gen. Abeena
Choudry.

NEW YORK (INP): Paki-
stan will continue to
standby the people of
Jammu & Kashmir and Pal-
estine until they exercise
their right to self-determi-
nation, Ambassador Munir
Akram said Saturday after
hoisting the national flag at
the Pakistan House in New
York to commemorate the
84th ‘Pakistan Day’.

The National Anthem
was played as the flag went
up the mast at the simple
ceremony.

“Pakistan continues
to be a strong voice for uni-
versal human rights includ-
ing the right to self-deter-

mination of all peoples un-
der foreign occupation, es-
pecially the people of
Jammu & Kashmir and Pal-
estine,” the ambassador
told a distinguished gather-
ing at the event jointly
hosted by the Permanent
Mission of Pakistan to the
United Nations and the Pa-
kistan Consulate General,
New York He said that
March 23 represented a
milestone in Pakistan’s his-
tory when Muslims of the
sub-continent resolved to
establish an independent
state of their own under the
dynamic leadership of the
Quaid-e-Azam.

NAWABSHAH (APP):
Seven people were killed
and more than 6 injured as
a result of clash and firing
between two groups of
Dahri community in the
dispute over agricultural
land in village Haji Wahid
Bakhsh Dahri near Nawab
Shah. The situation in the
area became tense and the
police force of the entire
district was called.

The clash between the
Dahiri community started
when an armed clash broke
out between two groups on
agricultural land in the morn-
ing. On the information that

6 people were injured, the
police of the entire district
were called. A heavy police
force has been deployed to
prevent any situation.

The Sindh Chief Min-
ister Syed Murad Ali Shah
has taken notice of the kill-
ing of six persons near
Nawabshah. He said, ‘I am
very sorry that this has hap-
pened in the month of
Ramadan.’ According to a
CM Spokesman,  the CM
had ordered IGP Sindh that
a report should be submit-
ted to him after conducting
a detailed inquiry into the
incident.

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed Shaikh
being briefed about the Port Qasim Authority (PQA) functions in a meeting.

LONDON (INP):  Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar hinted
at Pakistan mulling over
trade relations with India.

He was talking to me-
dia in London after his par-
ticipation in the Nuclear
Energy Summit in Brussels.
Ishaq Dar, a former finance
minister of Pakistan, re-
marked that the trade with
India via Dubai and
Singapore has been much
expensive.

Trade relations with
India were suspended since
India’s controversial move
to revoke the special au-
tonomous status of Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
in August 2019. He said

Pakistan’s business class
was eager for restoration of
direct trade with India. “We
will take a decision after
consultations with all
stakeholders,” he added.

He said the govern-
ment would implement a
five-year road map to put
Pakistan on the road of eco-
nomic progress and bring
down inflation to lessen eco-
nomic difficulties of the
common man. He said the
16-month government of
Shehbaz Sharif saved Paki-
stan from economic col-
lapse after the bad policies
of the previous government
which devastated economy
of the country.

KARACHI (APP): Federal
Minister for Maritime Af-
fairs  Qaiser Ahmed Shaikh
on Sunday visited Port
Qasim Authority and held
meetings with PQA offic-
ers.

The Minister high-
lighted the important role of
the Port Qasim Authority in
country’s economic
progress. The chairman Port
Qasim Authority Rear Ad-
miral ® Syed Hassan Nasir
Shah and other officers
briefed the Minister about
the mandate and the day to
day affairs of the Authority.
Addressing the meeting, the
Minister said Asia was pro-
gressing ahead on a fast track
as compared to other regions

of the world but unfortu-
nately Pakistan has left be-
hind and unable to reap the
fruits of this progress. He
urged upon the stake-hold-
ers to play role in the revival
of the economy. Qaiser
Shaikh also cited China’s ex-
ample of bringing 60 million
population out of poverty
level and suggested that such
efforts are needed for the re-
vival of our economy.

As many as 95 million
people are still below pov-
erty line here in our country,
he deplored. The minister in-
formed the audience about the
industrial zones being charted
out in PQA where multina-
tional companies can estab-
lish world class Industries.
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Moscow carnage
The monstrous terrorist attack targeting a concert
hall near Moscow on Friday night should alert the
international community to the threat the self-styled
Islamic State’s Khorasan chapter poses to global
security.

While the ‘original’ IS may have been largely
defeated in the battlefields of Iraq and Syria, IS-K is
proving itself to be a ‘worthy’ successor to its par-
ent outfit’s blood-soaked legacy. Over 140 people
were mowed down in the Moscow attack, which IS-
K has claimed, while Russian authorities say sev-
eral suspects, including some of the attackers, have
been apprehended. While Russian intelligence agen-
cies claim the perpetrators have links to Ukraine,
Kyiv has denied this. IS-K, believed to be operating
out of Afghanistan, has been slowly building its
profile. It has staged several attacks in Afghanistan
as well as Pakistan. In January, it bombed the com-
memoration ceremony of Iranian Gen Qassem
Soleimani in Kerman, causing a high number of fa-
talities.

With the Moscow attack, the terrorist group
seems to be expanding its geographical scope. Rus-
sia had in decades past dealt with religiously in-
spired militancy, including in Chechnya and
Dagestan. In more recent times, Vladimir Putin’s
forces intervened to turn the tide in favour of Syr-
ian forces fighting both their political opponents
and jihadists. Moreover, thousands of Russian —
Chechens and others — jihadists had fought against
Bashar al-Assad’s regime during the Syrian civil
war. Now that the Syrian front is largely quiet, these
militants, under the IS-K flag, may have decided to
take their fight to Russia proper to avenge their
defeat. Just as it took a multinational effort to defeat
IS, a similar endeavour will be needed to destroy IS-
K before it spreads its deadly wings any further.
This will require the international community to
closely coordinate with the Afghan Taliban, whom
IS-K opposes. Afghanistan, and those states that
border it, particularly Pakistan, need to be in the
forefront of the fight against the Khorasan faction,
as these countries are the most vulnerable to IS-K’s
bloody forays. Iran, the Central Asian states, China
and Russia should also be on board to contain the
regional threat, and neutralise it.

Moreover, the Taliban need to understand that
letting militants operate on their soil — including
TTP terrorists — will jeopardise the security of their
own country, as well as that of the greater region.
Counterterrorism assistance should be extended by
foreign states to the de facto Afghan regime in the
fight against IS-K, TTP and others. Pakistan has
reiterated the need for collective efforts. Also, fur-
ther investigation is needed to probe Moscow’s
claims of state support for IS-K. Needless to say,
supporting such bloodthirsty actors would be a folly
of monumental proportions. Some foreign actors
made similar mistakes in Syria by financing and arm-
ing anti-Assad extremists. Such dubious
manoeuvres should not be repeated.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Industries and Production’s Rana Tanveer
Hussain visit of USC Store at Shadman.

Bikulon sees vast scope
in Pakistan’s pharma,

textile sectors
LAHORE (APP): Head of
Regional Development and
Investment Attractive
Department of National
Investment

Agency Kyrgyzstan
Bikulon Damirbek said the
pharmaceutical and textile
sectors of Pakistan hold
vast scope for bilateral trade
with Kyrgyzstan, having a
wide array of opportunities
for economic cooperation
between the two countries.

He stated this while
talking to a Pak trade
delegation led by Kyrgyz
honorary Consul Meher
Kashif Younis, currently
visiting Kyrgyz to explore
the potentials of enhancing
bilateral trade, said the
consul’s spokesman here
Sunday.

Bikulon said
Pakistan’s pharmaceutical
sector is one of the largest
in the Islamic world, with

a diverse range of products
catering to both domestic
and international markets.
Its pharmaceutical
companies have developed
expertise in producing
high-quality generic drugs,
which could address
Kyrgyzstan’s healthcare
needs. By exploring
partnerships and
collaborations in this
sector, Kyrgyzstan could
gain access to affordable
medicines while Pakistan
could expand its market
presence in Central Asia.

Bikulon said
exploring the vast scope of
Pakistan’s pharmaceuticals
and textile industry in
Kyrgyzstan requires
concerted efforts from both
governments to facilitate
trade and investment.  This
could involve initiatives
such as trade delegations,
joint ventures, and the

establishment of trade
agreements to create a
conducive environment for
business collaboration.  He
was of the view that
enhanced connectivity
through improved
transportation links and
logistical infrastructure
would further facilitate
trade between the two
countries, asserting that
investments in
transportation corridors
and border facilitation
measures would reduce
trade barriers and enhance
the efficiency of cross-
border trade.

On this occasion,
Meher Kashif Younis said
that Pakistan’s
pharmaceuticals and textile
industry in Kyrgyzstan
offer a significant
opportunity to strengthen
bilateral trade and
economic ties.

HYDERABAD: Wheat crop is ready for harvesting
at Latifabad.

Bilal Yasin reviews
quality of essential items

in Ramazan bazaars
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab Food
Minister Bilal Yasin on
Sunday visited different
Ramazan bazaars, marts
and factories and reviewed
the prices and quality of
essential items.

According to official
sources here, the minister
reviewed the quality and
prices of food items in
China Scheme and
Sabzazar Ramazan
markets and took feedback
from the citizens present
in the market.

Bilal Yasin said that
good quality food items at
fixed prices were available
to citizens in Ramazan
bazaars. Increasing the
supply of essential
commodities helped bring

down the prices, and this
is a permanent process that
would continue, he added.

The minister said that
the sale of low-cost and
quality items was being
ensured in the Ramazan
bazaars across the
province. The food
minister also visited
leading marts and food
factories in Shadman and
Gulberg areas where 2
marts were heavily fined
for violating laws while
huge quantities of
substandard oil and spices
were discarded on the spot.
Bilal Yasin ordered the
administration that strict
action against adulteration
mafia was necessary and
all resources must be
utilised for this cause.

Faheem Saigol says:

Fiscal deficit, debt
repayments add to

financing needs
LAHORE (INP):
Chairman Pakistan
Industrial and Traders
Associations Front
(PIAF), Faheemur
Rehman Saigol has
observed that persistent
fiscal deficits and debt
repayments have resulted
in consistently high annual
gross financing needs,
averaging 27 percent of
GDP over the past decade.
This level was notably

higher than the emerging
market threshold of 15
percent. He said that the
growing debt stock carries
significant fiscal costs and
exposes the country to
debt vulnerabilities.

In a statement here on
Sunday, he said that in the
past two decades, Pakistan
has witnessed two
consecutive years of the
highest budget deficits in
2022 and 2023.

Undeterred resolve – only way to end economic woes
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Given its location,
landscape, environment,
weather, shores and fertile
land, Pakistan had always
been the most potential and
business friendly
destination offering
volumes of dividends to
investors and
businessmen.

Although fluctuating
policies of the past landed
this potential state into
serious economic crunch
with putting it back on
track becoming a gigantic
task, yet it can be vibrant
again if consistent, holistic
and result oriented
approach is adopted.

Even today, the
numbers of brotherly
countries are waiting for a
nod to invest billions of
dollars in different sectors
of Pakistan economy and

the newly formed
government has already
tightened belts for a tough
ride ahead.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his
team is also aware that
they would be confronting
a myriad of daunting
economic hurdles, ranging
from soaring inflationary
pressures and staggering
external debt burden to
diminished exchange
reserves and fluctuating
currency values.

As the economic
panorama, shrouded in
uncertainty and volatility,
necessitates adept
navigation and resolute
action to guide nation
towards stability, the
government diligently
articulated its resolve to
fight out this challenge.

At the head PML-N

led new coalition
government, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
soon after assuming office,
issued directives to
pertinent authorities for
formulating proposals to
reduce government
expenditures and
undertaking a
comprehensive overhaul of
country’s economic
framework. Responding to
this exigency, the new
government employs
immediate measures for
bolstering revenues and
curbing escalating fiscal
deficit with the Prime
Minister also mandating
commencement of
digitization and
automation process within
the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR).

“ R e d u c i n g
inflationary burden on

people is one of the most
pressing challenges for the
government. It would have
to go for immediate
solutions to ease
inflationary burden,” said
Dr Usman Chohan,
Advisor on Economic
Affairs at Centre for
Aerospace and Security
Studies (CASS).

He said the situation
would be more exigent in
an environment where on
one hand the people would
be expecting to bring down
inflation while
International Monetary
Fund (IMF), in a likely
follow-up program,
pressurizing the
government to extract more
from public in terms of
revenue collecting and
electricity price initiatives.

Identifying global
economic slowdown as a

significant contributor to
Pakistan’s financial woes,
with inflation, energy costs
and purchasing power
constraints exacerbating
the situation, Dr Usman
proposes a roadmap for
economic recovery.

“Mobilization of
g o v e r n m e n t - t o -
government (G2G)
investments from friendly
nations through the
Strategic Investment
Facilitation Cell (SIFC) can
be very important,” he
pleaded and underscored
the inevitability of
domestic stability,
particularly in monetary
affairs, to reignite local
investment. “Then, we
must provide overseas
Pakistanis a conducive and
secure investment climate,
thereby stimulating
economic activity.”

ISLAMABAD: Tailors busy stitching clothes for
upcoming Eid ul Fitr festival.

UNHCR Commissioner
briefed on carpet sector

LAHORE (APP): United
Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees, Regional Bureau
for Asia and the Pacific
Damla Bayuktaskin along
with the delegation visited
the office of Pakistan
Carpet Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(PCMEA) here Sunday.
The Association’s Senior
Vice Chairman Usman
Ashraf, senior central leader
Abdul Latif Malik, Riaz
Ahmed, Major ® Akhtar
Nazir and Muhammad Riaz
welcomed the delegation.

During the meeting, bilateral
issues regarding teaching
skills to Afghan refugees
were discussed.

The UN delegation
was also given detailed
information regarding the
technical activities of the
Carpet Training Institute
(CTI), production and
exports of hand-made
carpets. The delegation
was also briefed about the
details of the establishment
of a center to teach skills
to Afghan refugees in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
asked for support.

Price control
mechanism fully
activated: DC

SIALKOT (APP): Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Zulqarnain
has said that a price control
mechanism has been fully
activated to control the
prices of food items and all
markets are being
monitored on a daily basis.

He expressed these
views during his visit to
the vegetable and fruit
market in Sialkot.

D e p u t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Zulqarnain
conducted the auction of
vegetab les  and  fru i t s
under his supervision
while Secretary Market
Committee Muhammad
Abdullah gave a briefing.

The Deputy
Commissioner  la ter
visited different areas of
the city and inspected
the ongoing act ivit ies
under the “Suthra Punjab
Program” along with
officers  o f  the  So lid
Waste  Management
Company (SWMC).

Overseas
investors

increase Chinese
interbank bond
holdings in Feb
SHANGHAI (APP):
Overseas institutions
increased their holdings of
Chinese interbank bonds in
February, official data has
showed. By the end of last
month, bonds in China’s
interbank market held by
overseas institutions reached
3.95 trillion yuan (about
556.3 billion U.S. dollars),
said a report released by the
People’s Bank of China
Shanghai Head Office.

Ramifications of Terrorist Attack in Russia on Pakistan
By Qamar Bashir

Press Secretary to the President(Rtd); Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC

The devastating attack
on a music concert in
Moscow, Russia, result-
ing in the tragic loss of
over 133 lives, sent
shockwaves reverberat-
ing across the globe.
This heinous act has
deeply wounded the col-
lective spirit of the Rus-
sian nation and stirred
anguish among people
worldwide. The brazen
assault on innocent
concertgoers, unprec-
edented in Moscow,
strikes at the heart of a
city known for its robust
security measures, forti-
fied by Russia’s formi-
dable security apparatus
and renowned intelli-
gence agency, the KGB.

This time, it appears
that the attackers man-
aged to breach the leg-
endary security of Mos-
cow, the capital city of
one of the world’s most
powerful nations. This
breach may have oc-
curred due to various
factors, including intelli-
gence failures, potential
inside collusion, or com-
placency within the se-
curity apparatus. Alter-
natively, the perpetra-
tors might have been ex-
ceptionally well-pre-
pared, possessing high
levels of skill, resources,
and connections both
inside and outside the
country. These factors
likely facilitated their un-
detected entry into Rus-
sia, circumventing bor-
der security measures.
Once inside, they could
have arranged transpor-
tation, acquired funds,
weapons, and even con-

cert tickets with ease.
This enabled them to
carry out their heinous
act, indiscriminately fir-
ing upon concertgoers,
resulting in the tragic
loss of over 133 lives,
and later setting fire to
the venue.

The four terrorists
were apprehended along
with eleven accomplices;
their confessional  vid-
eos are available on so-
cial media platforms. It’s
possible that they were
not as ready to leave as
they were to enter Rus-
sia. The US quickly an-
nounced that ISIS, spe-
cifically the ISIS
Khurasani Group, or
ISIS-K, was behind the
attack. They claimed that
Russian intelligence had
been tipped off by the US
about an impending ter-
rorist strike in Moscow,
but they dismissed the
information as a false
flag.

Vladimir Putin dis-
puted the US’s claim that
ISIS was to blame, plac-
ing the responsibility in-
stead on Ukraine, the
West, and the US and all
those countries which
have been supporting
Ukraine against Russia.

He also warned that
anyone who planned,
encouraged, assisted,
supported, or funded
this heinous act would
face consequences, but
the way he intended to
carry out that punish-
ment would send
shockwaves around the
globe.

The vows made by
Putin have put Ukraine,
the entire West, and the
US on edge. Unlike
weaker and less re-
sourceful countries like
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya,
Syria, Iran and Afghani-
stan, or Pakistan, the US
and the West now fac-
ing Russia possess a for-
midable war machine. It

boasts a highly trained
and battle-hardened
army, a feared intelli-
gence agency in the form
of the KGB, and nuclear
capabilities that could
devastate the world mul-
tiple times over. As a
member of OPEC, Russia
stands as one of the top
exporters of oil, petro-
leum products, wheat,
and other essential
crops, as well as indus-
trial products, weapons,
and weapons systems.
Its self-sufficiency in
food, industrial goods,
military hardware, and
energy makes Russia
one of the most secure
countries in the world.

To counter any po-
tential Russian attempts
to retaliate against those
it accuses of mastermind-
ing the attack, the US,
Ukraine, and Western
countries have started
mulling on ways and
means to defuse Russian
anger and putting all
safety and defense
mechanism in place to
minimize the impact of
imminent Russian at-
tempt to take revenge of
the attack from per-
ceived masterminds,
abettors and facilitators.

They are fiercely
engaged in diplomatic
dialogue with Russia to
de-escalate tensions and
prevent further escala-
tion of the situation in-
volving direct negotia-
tions, diplomatic chan-
nels through interna-
tional organizations
such as the United Na-
tions, and diplomatic ini-
tiatives led by neutral
parties.

They are thinking of
building a coalition of
international allies to
demonstrate solidarity
and support for Ukraine
and rallying support
from NATO allies, Euro-
pean Union member
states, and other coun-

tries sharing similar con-
cerns about Russian im-
pending actions.

They are mulling
over ways and means to
maintaining a strong mili-
tary presence in the re-
gion to deter potential
Russian aggression and
respond effectively to
any hostile actions in-
volving deploying addi-
tional troops, conduct-
ing military exercises,
and enhancing defense
capabilities to ensure
readiness to defend
against any threats, be-
sides, Intensifying intel-
ligence-sharing mecha-
nisms among allied coun-
tries to gather informa-
tion on Russian inten-
tions and activities in-
volving sharing intelli-
gence on potential
threats, monitoring Rus-
sian military movements,
and coordinating efforts
to counter any hostile
actions.

Moveover, to deter
Russia from taking retal-
iatory actions, they are
lining up  targeted eco-
nomic sanctions against
Russia if it escalates ten-
sions or takes aggres-
sive actions against
Ukraine or other coun-
tries. This could involve
imposing sanctions on
key Russian individuals,
entities, and sectors, as
well as restricting trade
and financial transac-
tions to exert economic
pressure on Russia.

Strengthen cyber
defense capabilities to
protect against potential
Russian cyberattacks
targeting critical infra-
structure, government
institutions, and private
sector entities may also
be on the cards. This
could involve enhancing
cybersecurity measures,
investing in advanced
technologies, and con-
ducting cybersecurity
exercises to prepare for

potential threats.
If the security situ-

ation escalates, and
Russia decides to retali-
ate on a large scale de-
ploying kinetic means,
and to  use oil, wheat,
and gas as weapons and
disrupt maritime trade, it
would pose a significant
global repercussions,
extending to countries
like Pakistan, which has
a historical legacy in the
Afghan conflict against
the USSR.

In the event of mari-
time trade route disrup-
tions, Pakistan would
confront economic chal-
lenges, including higher
prices for essential com-
modities, decreased ex-
ports, and overall eco-
nomic instability. Addi-
tionally, as a nation
heavily reliant on im-
ports for its energy
needs, Pakistan could
face shortages and in-
creased prices of oil and
gas, precipitating en-
ergy crises and eco-
nomic strain.

An escalation in
commodity and oil
prices would pro-
foundly impact
Pakistan’s economy, pri-
marily through inflation-
ary pressures and wid-
ening trade deficits. As
a nation heavily reliant
on imported commodi-
ties and oil, Pakistan
would face increased
production costs, lead-
ing to higher prices for
goods and services, ul-
timately affecting con-
sumers’ purchasing
power. Moreover, the
country’s trade deficit
could further expand as
the prices of imported
commodities rise,
straining its balance of
payments and poten-
tially depleting foreign
exchange reserves.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
Pakistan’s energy sec-
tor, which heavily de-

pends on imported oil
and gas, would bear
the brunt of escalating
oil prices. Higher en-
ergy production costs
would translate into in-
creased electr ici ty
prices and transporta-
tion expenses, posing
challenges to industrial
productivity and eco-
nomic growth.  The
government,  mean-
while, may face height-
ened fiscal pressures to
maintain subsidies on
essential commodities,
potentially straining
public finances and di-
verting resources from
other development pri-
orities.

Furthermore, the
escalation in commod-
ity and oil prices could
exert  pressure on
Pakistan’s foreign ex-
change reserves, af-
fecting the country’s
ability to meet external
debt obligations and fi-
nance imports.

To counteract
these potential ramifi-
cat ions,  Pakistan
would need to engage
in diplomatic efforts,
collaborating with re-
gional  and interna-
tional partners to miti-
gate the impact of mari-
time trade disruptions
and ensure the secu-
rity and stability of
trade routes. Pakistan
would also need to
implement effective
economic management
strategies, policy inter-
ventions, and efforts
to diversify its energy
sources and reduce re-
l iance on imported
commodit ies.  Such
measures are crucial to
navigating the eco-
nomic impacts of rising
global commodity
prices and ensuring the
stability and resilience
of Pakistan’s economy
in the face of external
shocks.



National News Page
03

Monday March 25, 2024

International News
UN chief appeals for

end to Gaza’s ‘nightmare’
Monitoring Desk

RAFAH: UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres,
on a visit to the doorstep
of devastated Gaza, on Sat-
urday said the world has
seen enough of its horrors
and appealed for a ceasefire
to allow in more aid.

He spoke at the cross-
ing on the Egyptian side of
Rafah, where most of Gaza’s
population has sought ref-
uge but Israel vows to send
in ground troops against
Hamas fighters, despite the
fears of Guterres and other
global leaders. “Palestinians
in Gaza — children, women,
men — remain stuck in a
non-stop nightmare,”
Guterres said. “I carry the
voices of the vast majority
of the world who have seen
enough.

“Any further on-
slaught will make things
even worse.”

Despite warnings that
a Rafah operation would
cause mass civilian casual-

Over 200 Nigerian
school hostages released

after abduction
dren. He did not give de-
tails. “The Nigerian Army
also deserves special com-
mendation for showing that
with courage, determination
and commitment, criminal
elements can be degraded
and security restored in our
communities,” Sani said.

The gunmen had last
week demanded a total of 1
billion naira ($690,000) for
the release of the missing
children and staff.
Kidnappings by criminal
gangs with no ideological
affiliation and demanding
ransoms have become an
almost daily occurrence.

Taiwan calls for return
of military officer
rescued by China

China vows to
safeguard its

territorial
integrity after
South China
Sea incident
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China’s defence
ministry warned the Philip-
pines against “provocative”
actions and said China would
safeguard its territorial sover-
eignty on Sunday, a day after
an incident in disputed waters
of the South China Sea. “We
warn the Philippines to stop
making any remarks that may
lead to the intensification of
conflicts and escalation of the
situation, and stop all infring-
ing and provocative actions.”

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEI: Taiwan called on
Saturday for the swift re-
turn of one of its military
officers who was rescued
by Chinese authorities af-
ter losing contact during a
fishing vacation. Two men
from Taiwan’s outlying
Kinmen island were found
on March 18 by the
coastguard of China’s
Fujian province after the
engine of their boat failed.
Chinese authorities said
one of the anglers, sur-
named Hu, was an active

member of Taiwan’s mili-
tary, accusing him of in-
tentionally concealing his
identity. Taiwan’s defence
ministry confirmed that
Hu was part of Kinmen
Garrison Brigade.

“(He) went fishing
during his vacation and
lost contact due to heavy
fog. He contacted his fam-
ily and service unit that he
was rescued by the Chi-
nese coast guard and is
safe,” said Kinmen’s De-
fence Command in a state-
ment.

MAIDUGURI (INP):
Over 200 students and staff
abducted by gunmen from
a school in northern Nige-
ria earlier this month have
been released, the office of
the governor of the state of
Kaduna said on Sunday.

The kidnapping,
which took place on March
7 in Kuriga, a dusty town
in northwestern Kaduna
State, was the first mass
kidnapping in the country
since 2021. Kaduna gover-
nor Uba Sani said the
country’s National Secu-
rity Adviser had coordi-
nated the release of the chil-

Israel besieges
two more Gaza
hospitals, demands

evacuations,
Palestinians say

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Israeli forces be-
sieged two more Gaza hos-
pitals on Sunday, pinning
down medical teams under
heavy gunfire, the Palestin-
ian Red Crescent said, and
Israel said it had captured
480 militants in continued
clashes at Gaza’s main Al
Shifa hospital.

Israel says hospitals in
the Palestinian enclave,
where war has been raging
for over five months, are
used by Hamas militants as
bases.

ties and worsen the humani-
tarian crisis gripping Gaza
after nearly six months of
Israeli bombing, Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said he will
press ahead with the attack.

But his government is
under growing international
pressure to ease its bom-
bardment and ground offen-
sive, which the health min-
istry in Gaza says has killed
32,142 people.

Large parts of the ter-
ritory have been reduced to
rubble and the World Food
Programme has said
Gazans are already “starv-
ing to death”, with famine
projected by May in north-
ern Gaza without urgent
intervention. The Gaza
health ministry, in its latest
toll on Saturday, reported
at least 72 people killed
overnight.

Israeli forces contin-
ued operations in and
around Gaza’s biggest hos-
pital complex, Al-Shifa, for

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres talks to the media dur-
ing a visit to the Rafah border crossing.

a sixth day on Saturday. The
army claimed it had ques-
tioned more than 800 sus-
pects and found “a large
haul of weapons”.

The “precise” opera-
tion is being conducted
without harm to civilians or
medical personnel, the Is-
raelis said.

The UN’s humani-
tarian agency, OCHA, said
“health workers have been
among those reported ar-
rested and detained”.
Mohammed, 59, who lives
a short walk from the Al-
Shifa complex in Gaza
City, told AFP he had seen
“many bodies” in the
streets, buildings on fire
and tanks blocking the
roads.

“I feel that Gaza has
become worse than the fires
of hell,” he said, giving only
his first name.

Netanyahu on Friday
reiterated his plan to send
ground troops into the
southern city of Rafah.

Russia mourns as toll
from concert hall

massacre climbs to 137

Girl buried under rubble
rescued after 16 hours as

storm kills at least 12 in Brazil

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia ob-
served a national day of
mourning on Sunday after
a massacre in a Moscow
concert hall killed 137
people, the deadliest attack
in Europe to have been
claimed by the Islamic State
(IS) group.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin has vowed
to punish those behind the
“barbaric terrorist attack”,
saying four gunmen trying
to flee to Ukraine had been
arrested.

Kyiv has strongly de-
nied any connection, with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky ac-
cusing Putin of trying to
shift the blame onto them.

Putin, in his first pub-
lic remarks on the attack,
made no reference to a state-
ment by IS claiming respon-
sibility.

At least 133 people

Monitoring Desk
PETROPOLIS: Search
teams in southeastern
Brazil rescued a girl bur-
ied for more than 16 hours
in the rubble of a col-
lapsed house, following a
powerful storm on Friday
that has so far claimed at
least a dozen lives.

Authorities have de-
ployed teams to the moun-
tainous areas of Rio de
Janeiro state, describing
the situation caused by
the deluge as “critical”.
Four of the deaths in Rio
state occurred when the
storm caused a house to
collapse in the city of
Petropolis, 70 kilometres
inland from the capital.

The girl’s father, who
was found dead next to
her on Saturday morning,
had “heroically protected
the girl with his body,” a
neighbour told AFP.

“We are in pain, but
grateful for this miracle,”
said Luis Claudio de Souza,
63. The deluge came as
Brazil, South America’s
largest country, is suffer-

ing through a recent string
of extreme weather events,
which experts say are more
likely to occur due to cli-
mate change. At least nine
people have been killed in
the state of Rio de Janeiro,
officials said, while the
neighbouring state of
Espirito Santo has con-
firmed at least four dead
and seven missing.

Such environmental
tragedies “are intensifying
with climate change,”
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva said in a post on
X, adding that thousands
had been rendered home-
less by the storm. He ex-
pressed sympathy with
the victims and said his
government was working
with state and local au-
thorities to “protect, pre-
vent and repair flood dam-
age.”

Espirito Santo gover-
nor Renato Casagrande
said the situation in the
town of Mimoso do Sul
was “chaotic,” with the
number of fatalities there
yet to be determined.

were killed when camou-
flaged gunmen stormed the
Crocus City Hall, in
Moscow’s northern suburb
of Krasnogorsk, and then
set fire to the building on
Friday evening.

The Islamic State
group wrote on Telegram
on Saturday that the attack
was “carried out by four IS
fighters armed with ma-
chine guns, a pistol, knives
and firebombs,” as part of
“the raging war” with
“countries fighting Islam”.

It is the deadliest at-
tack in Russia for almost
two decades.

Russian officials ex-
pect the death toll to rise
further, with more than 100
wounded in hospital.

Russia’s Investigative
Committee, which probes
major crimes, said rescue
workers were still pulling
bodies from the burnt-out
building on Saturday.

US forces engage
six Houthi

unmanned aerial
vehicles over

southern Red Sea
FLORIDA (INP): US
forces engaged six Houthi
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAV) over the southern
Red Sea after the group
launched four anti-ship bal-
listic missiles toward a Chi-
nese-owned oil tanker, the
US Central Command said
on Saturday.

I r a n i a n - b a c k e d
Houthis launched the mis-
siles in the vicinity of M/V
Huang Pu, a Chinese-
owned oil tanker, the Cen-
tral Command said in a post
on X.

A fifth missile was
fired toward the oil tanker,
which issued a distress call,
the Central Command said,
adding that no casualties
were reported in the inci-
dent and a fire on board was
extinguished. US forces
then engaged six UAVs, five
of which crashed into the
Red Sea, and one flew in-
land into Houthi-controlled
areas of Yemen, the Central
Command said.

Members of the Civil Defense carry a girl, who
remained more than 12 hours under the rubble of
her house, which was destroyed by the heavy rains
in Petropolis, Brazil.

35 Somalis brought
to India for trial over

ship hijacking
Monitoring Desk

MUMBAI: India brought
35 accused Somalis to
Mumbai on Saturday,
days after they were ap-
prehended when naval
commandos recaptured a
hijacked bulk carrier and
rescued several hostages.

The December hi-
jacking of the Maltese-
flagged MV Ruen was the
first time since 2017 that
any cargo vessel had been

successfully boarded by
Somali pirates. Indian
commandos boarded and
took control of the vessel
on March 17 some 260
nautical miles (480
kilometres) off the coast
of Somalia.

The destroyer INS
Kolkata, which led the
rescue operation, arrived
in Mumbai early on Sat-
urday carrying all 35 men
accused of the hijacking.

LAHORE: Former Governor of the Punjab Mr. Shahid Hamid calls on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

CM KP assures to address
problems in metropolis

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister (CM) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur met with
Members of National
Assembly (MNAs) and
Members of Provincial
Assembly (MPAs)
affiliated with the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) here
on Sunday to discuss
public issues and
development matters
concerning the provincial
capital.

The meeting focused
on a range of issues
including healthcare,
security, traffic
management, infrastructure
improvement, provision of
clean drinking water,
sewerage, and other related
concerns affecting the
populace of Peshawar.

CM Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur said that
Peshawar is everyone’s
city, and its development
is his top priority. “We will
strive to make Peshawar
once again a city of
blossoms”, he said.

He added, “We aim to
transition Peshawar ’s
street lights to solar energy
and are considering
projects such as running
trains to alleviate traffic
congestion”.

Discussions also
highlighted the possibility
of engaging private
companies to implement a
train system based on the
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
model.

The issue of
sanitation in Peshawar is
grave and will be addressed

on a priority basis with
sustainable solutions,
assured Ali Amin
Gandapur. The chief
minister also emphasized
the need to overhaul the
city’s sanitation system by
shifting it underground.

In order to enhance
public services, in all
autonomous institutions,
the provincial government
will appoint hardworking
and professional
individuals based on merit,
CM reiterated. He made it
clear that no political
recommendations would be
entertained in this process.

He said that local
governments will be
empowered and
strengthened to ensure that
public issues are resolved
at the grassroots level.

Work underway on
drainage project in

Daska: Minister
Independent Report

SIALKOT: Provincial
Minister for Local
Government Punjab
Zeeshan Rafique has said
that under the Punjab Cities
Program (PCP) of the
Punjab government, work
on a comprehensive
drainage project in Daska
city at a cost of Rs1 billion
is going on rapidly.

In January 2025, all
projects for the
construct ion of the
26,000-feet long RCC
drain will be completed,
which would end the long-
standing drainage
problems of the city.

He expressed these
views while reviewing the
speed and quality of work
on the ongoing
development project
under PCP in his
consti tuency PP-51
Daska.

Zeeshan Rafique

said that in addition to
the new RCC drains in
the sewage project  in
Daska of PCP,
rehabilitation of 31,507
feet of old drains, 282
feet  o f d rain  cu lver t ,
remodeling of 4,739 feet
of drains and de-silting
of 36,000 feet  o f old
d r a i n s  o f  M u n i c i p a l
Committee Daska are
also part of this project.

He said that it is the
responsibility of the
Engineering Wing of
Municipal Committee
Daska to complete the
project within the
stipulated time and ensure
quality.

He said that delay
in  th e  complet ion  of
development  p ro jects
will not be tolerated and
pro jects  o f  p ubl ic
wel fa re  wi l l  be
completed wi thin the
stipulated timeline.

Organic Food: A booming trend in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
PESHAWAR (APP): The
benefits of organic food and
its positive effects on
human life have drawn
peoples’ attention towards
safe food that is also rich
in nutrients and grown by
traditional methods using
natural ingredients
beneficial for health.

With the new
innovation and
developments in medical
science that unveiled the
hazards of inorganic foods
to humans is seen. The
scientists are still unaware
about the real harmful
effects of foods grown
from unnatural ways but
people are preferring food
that is simple, pure and less

contaminated by
chemicals, fertilizers and
pesticides.

“ A g r i c u l t u r a l
products that are grown
and processed without use
of chemicals, pesticides,
fertilizers and genetically
modified organisms are
referred to inorganic food,”
said Darya Khan,
Provincial Coordinator at
Nutrition International
Peshawar while talking to
APP. He said such food was
healthy, full of
antioxidants and without
allergens besides have
lasting effects on immunity
and life span.

He said individuals
who use inorganic food are

more prone to various kinds
of diseases and ailments
and the best option was
adaptation of home-based
agriculture practices to get
organic food. He said that
survival rate and life
expectancy of people living
in remote areas is far better
as compared to people
living in developed cities,
adding the average life span
of population residing in
remote areas of Pakistan
like Hunza, Swat and
Chitral are significantly
longer and healthier due to
their reliance on organic
food items.

He said the food
grown in natural ways was
full of nutrients and devoid

of harmful effects that
increased immunity of
human beings and protect
them from falling prey to
most common diseases
such as cholera, diarrhea
and other stomach
disorders.

Besides Japan,
Singapure, Indonesia and
SAARC countries, he said
that culture of organic food
cultivation made inroads in
Pakistan, adding the
kitchen gardens culture at
Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi
and Peshawar was growing
for organic food.

“In Ramazan, my
first priority is to purchase
organic food including
banana, citrus and

vegetables due to high
nutrient value and free of
adulteration,” said
Bakhtair Khan, former
General Manager SMEDA
at Faqirabad fruit and
vegetable market at
Peshawar. “I have
established kitchen garden
at backyard of my house
at Hayatabad from where
my family collect fresh
organic food,” he said.

Pakistan Agriculture
Research Council (PARC)
report has revealed that
organic farming in Pakistan
has been growing at an
average rate of 15 percent
per year over the past
decade and this is due to a
number of factors.

SARGODHA: Pastor Adwar Zafar Akhtar leads
Palm Sunday processions at UP Church Noori Gate.

Measures under
way to make Punjab

drug-free: police
LAHORE (APP):
Following the instructions
of Chief Minister Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, the
Punjab Police have
accelerated crackdown
across province for making
Punjab drug-free.

Under the direction of
Inspector General Police
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar,
targeted operations of
police teams are ongoing on
the bases of drug smugglers
and dealers across the
province including Lahore.

Punjab Police
Spokesman said that
during the last 24 hours,
635 raids were conducted
on the hideouts of drug

dealers across the
province. 247 cases were
registered against the
accused involved in drug
trafficking and 247 accused
were arrested and
imprisoned. Spokesman of
Punjab Police further said
that 68 kg of Charas, 01 kg
of Ice, 03 kg of heroin and
2465 liters of liquor were
recovered from the
possession of the accused.

The Spokesman gave
details of the crackdown
launched across the
province from February
26, During this period, a
total of 6164 raids were
conducted across the
province.

5 dead, 1223
injured in 1103
RTCs in Punjab

Independent Report
LAHORE: At least five
persons were killed and
1223 injured in 1103 road
accidents in  a l l  37
districts of Punjab during
the last 24 hours. Out of
these, 568 people with
ser ious in jur ies  were
shi fted  to  d i fferen t
hospi ta l s,  while 655
vict ims wi th  minor
injuries were treated at
the  incident  si te  by
Rescue Medical Teams
thus reducing the burden
of Hospi ta ls .
Fur thermore,  the
analysis showed those
649 drivers, 41 underage
drivers, 144 pedestrians,
and 435 passengers were
among the victims of road
traffic crashes.

PESHAWAR: Faithful Muslims are breaking the
fast (Iftar) under the supervision of charitable
organization during the Holy month of Ramadan-
ul-Mubarak, at Stadium Chowk in Peshawar.

PFA adopted zero
tolerance over sale of

unhealthy chicken: DG
LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) has tightened the
noose around the suppliers
of dead and emaciated
chickens in Lahore by
placing screening pickets at
the entry points of the
provincial metropolis.

To monitor the
ongoing crackdown against
vendors selling unhealthy
chicken, PFA Director
General Muhammad Asim
Javaid conducted a visit to
meat shops in Tollinton
Market here on Sunday. He
said that PFA imposed
hefty fines on two meat

shops, served warning
notices on 12 food business
operators (FBOs) and
issued improvement
notices to two others.

Moreover, the
authority discarded 61kg of
stale meat and 400kg of
dead chickens during the
operation. The meat safety
teams will thoroughly
inspect the vehicles
transporting chicken flocks
to local poultry shops in
Lahore to meet the daily
consumption. He said that
the decision was taken to
control the sale and
purchase of sick.

PFA discards
1500 kg of

adulterated tea
RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) in its ongoing drive to
check food outlets, discarded
over 1,500 kg of adulterated
tea while inspecting various
sites. The PFA spokesman
said that the Deputy
Director of PFA on a tip-off
conducted a raid in the
Kashmiri Bazar area and
seized 1500 kg of spurious
tea worth Rs 2 million.

The team also
confiscated different types
of material and packing
machines from the spot as
the tea was being prepared
with a mixture of colours. He
further said that strict action
was being taken against
violators to ensure hygienic
food to the residents.

Cleanliness work
in 325 villages

in progress
SIALKOT (APP): The
cleanliness of 325 villages
of the district was
progressing successfully
under the ‘Suthera Punjab
Programme’.

This was stated by
District Council Chief
Officer Ulfat Shahzad
while reviewing the
cleanliness drive in District
Council Sialkot.
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SIALKOT: Defense Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif addressing the wel-
come iftar dinner by University of Sialkot Chairman Faisal Manzoor Malik.

LARKANA: Sindh Minister of Culture and Tour-
ism, Antiquities, Archives Syed Zulfiqar Ali Shah
inaugurating the Book Store at Sir Shahnawaz
Bhutto Library.

LARKANA: Sindh Minister for Energy, Planning
and Development Syed Nasir Hussain Shah offer-
ing Fateha on the grave of Shaheed Zulfqar Ali
Bhutto at Garhi Khuda Bakhsh.

HYDERABAD: Members of Jeay Sindh Mahaz are
holding protest demonstration for acceptance of
their demands, held at Hyderabad press club.

KARACHI: Members of Christian community par-
ticipate in Palm Sunday procession held at Karachi
press club.

LAHORE: Leader of Pakistan Muslim League (N)
Saeed Akbar Khan calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

GILGIT: Heavy machinery being used to remove
snow from the blocked road of Mir Malik area
Astore Valley.

Minister visits mausoleum
of Bhutto family, Sir
Shahnawaz Library

Speakers say

UN responsible for establishing
peace, prevent crimes against
humanity in dispute regions

USAID chief calls her high
Pak Day award ‘testament’

to enduring Pak-US ties

FIA arrests UK visa fake
bank statement accused
on British HC request

Three suspects
died after Police
encounter near
Indus highway

JAMSHORO (INP): A car
carrying three passengers
overturned near Indus High-
way following an encoun-
ter with the police, leading
to the death of all three in-
dividuals on Sunday.

Police officials re-
vealed that the vehicle was
signaled to stop for a snap
check over which the indi-
viduals in the car responded
with gunfire. However,
upon retaliatory firing, the
vehicle overturned and
plunged into a nearby pit
near the Indus highway.

The police spokesper-
son stated that the deceased
had been transferred to a
local hospital for post-
mortem examinations.

Three robbers
killed as vehicle

falls in gorge
HYDERABAD (INP):
Three alleged robbers were
killed when a vehicle skid-
ded off road and fell into
gorge on Indus Highway,
police said on Sunday.

According to details,
the police signaled to stop
a suspected vehicle near
Khanot area in Hyderabad.

However, the vehicle
riders instead of stopping
starting firing and at-
tempted to flee from scene.

In retaliatory firing of
police, the vehicle got out
of control and plunged into
gorge resultantly all three
robbers were killed on the
spot.

Anti-polio
drive to start
in Larkana

district from
Monday

LARKANA (APP):All-out
arrangements have been fi-
nalized for the National Im-
munization Campaign for
Polio. More than 306950
children of the Larkana dis-
trict up to five years of age
would be vaccinated with
the Oral Polio Vaccine
(OPV) during the six-day
national polio campaign
starting from March 25,
2024 upto March 31, 2024,
to save them from the crip-
pling disease of polio.

This was disclosed by
the District Health Officer
(DHO) Larkana here on
Sunday evening. He said
the children up to five
years of age would be ad-
ministered the Oral Polio
Vaccine (OPV) during the
six-day campaign.

He said 890 mobile
teams have been consti-
tuted, which would visit all
the areas, including the re-
mote, far-flung, and flood-
and rain-affected areas of
the district, to accomplish
the task.

AC checks prices
of essential

commodities
HYDERABAD (APP):On
the directives of Deputy
Commissioner Shaheed
Benazirbad Zahid Hussain
Rind, Assistant Commis-
sioner Salmon Ayoub vis-
ited different markets of the
city and checked prices of
daily use items including
vegetable, fruit, kiryana and
grocery.

Assistant Commis-
sioner on the occasion di-
rected shopkeepers to sell
essential items at Govern-
ment fixed prices and no profi-
teering and hoarding would
be tolerated at any cost.
Later, the Assistant Commis-
sioner visited the complaint
desk setup for registering
complaints of customers
about over pricing.

Fazal Karim Dadabhoy
awarded with TI in

recognition of his services

Govt making efforts to
reduce electricity prices,
inflation: Riaz Pirzada

Islamabad
district admin

turns down
PTI’s request

for rally
ISLAMABAD (INP):  The
district administration of
Islamabad on Saturday re-
fused to grant permission
to the PTI for a rally on
March 30.

In response to a letter
written by the party, the
administration said that at
the district intelligence
committee’s meeting, the
police, Special Branch and

Intelligence Bureau
(IB) reports were reviewed,
and keeping in view secu-
rity threats to mass gather-
ings in the federal capital it
was decided not to allow
the PTI to go ahead with
the event.

Four of family
killed in hand

grenade attack
on home

TANK (INP): Four of a
family were killed when
unknown culprits attacked
a house with handed gre-
nade here late Saturday
night.

According to details,
unidentified accused hurled
hand grenade at a residen-
tial house in Kot Khadak
of Tank.

As a result of attack,
house owner Salahuddin,
his two sons and a nephew
were killed on the spot.

Heavy contingent of
police reached the scene and
after shifting the bodies to
District Headquarters
(DHQ) Hospital started
investigations.

Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia
stand proudly
together at all

times: PM
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has stated that Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia stand
proudly together at all
times and on all occasions.

In a tweet, he recalled
his meeting with Minister
for Defence of Saudi Arabia
Prince Khalid bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud who
was Guest of honour at the
Pakistan Day parade in
Islamabad.

Govt. facilitated masses
with Rs 12.5bln Ramazan

subsidy: Ahsan Iqbal
China-Pakistan Gandhara

Art Exhibition closing ceremony
held in Shenzhen, China

Shaza Fatima says:

Provision of maximum
facilities top priority

Sindh govt’s decision of
issuing Kisan Cards to

farmers laudable: HWA

Sanjrani,
Dr. Malik

condole with
Aimal Wali

PESHAWAR (INP):
Former Chairman of Senate
Sadiq Sanjrani, former Sena-
tors Behramand Tangi,
Dilawar Khan and former
Chief Minister of
Balochistan Dr Abdul
Malik Baloch on Sunday
visited Wali Bagh,
Charsadda, and offered
Fatiha for departed soul of
mother of Aimal Wali Khan,
provincial president Awami
National Party (ANP).

General Secretary Na-
tional Party Balochistan Jan
Balidi, MNA National
Party Palan Baloch, Presi-
dent Pakhtunkhwa Wahdat
Dr Sarfaraz and others also
visited Wali Bagh and of-
fered Fatiha for the de-
parted soul of the wife of
Asfandyar Wali Khan and
mother of Aimal Wali Khan.

PRs to launch
four special
trains on Eid

LAHORE (INP): The Pa-
kistan Railways will run
four special trains to facili-
tate passengers on Eid-ul-
Fitr.

According to official
sources Pakistan Railways
runs special Eid trains ev-
ery year to facilitate pas-
sengers heading to or com-
ing from Lahore, Karachi,
Peshawar, Rawalpindi and
Quetta.

A majority of those
working in other cities,
travel to hometowns before
Eid and return to work-
places after holidays on
these special trains. Rail-

GENEVA (INP): The
speakers addressing a semi-
nar in Geneva said the role
of the United Nations in
peace-building operations
is crucial, especially in the
context of addressing rights
violations as warning signs
of conflict.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, hosted by
World Muslim Congress
was held on the sidelines of
the 55th session of the
United Nations Human
Rights Council

(UNHRC) and ad-
dressed by noted interna-
tional law experts, rights
activists, academicians and
journalists, including Dr
Joseph Wronka, Leon
Kaulahua Siu, Robert
Fantina, Misbah Shafiat,
Zafar Ahmed Qureshi and
Altaf Hussain Wani, the
permanent representative
WMC.

Throwing light on the
UN role and responsibili-
ties to ensure the implemen-
tation of international law
and enforcement human

rights mechanisms, the
speakers said human rights
components in peace opera-
tions play a significant role
in advancing inclusive de-
velopment, rule of law and
peace. “These components
also help prevent future
conflict by addressing
grievances”, they said, add-
ing ensuring human rights
serve as a shared and effec-
tive basis for UN’s work.

They said that main-
taining peace and security,
protecting human rights,
preventing genocide, crimes
against humanity, support-
ing sustainable develop-
ment and upholding inter-
national law were prime re-
sponsibilities of the UN.

Discussing the failure
of the UN peace-building
operations in effectively
addressing human rights as
warning signs of conflict,
they said that there was a
dire need to enhance strat-
egies to ensure that human
rights of the people were
protected and respected
under all circumstances

and more important to add
teeth to human rights ma-
chinery.

Referring to the con-
tinued bloodshed and vio-
lence in the disputed re-
gions like Palestine and
Kashmir, the speakers em-
phasized that it was im-
perative for the

UNSC to use its dip-
lomatic clout to make sure
that the international law
was upheld in letter and
spirit.

They said unfortu-
nately UNSC has become a
political forum and big
powers use veto to save
their interests in different
regional conflicts. It is the
failure of UNSC.

Stressing the need for
the early and amicable
settlement of the Kashmir
and Palestine disputes, the
speakers said that the UN’s
agenda for sustainable de-
velopment, rule of law,
peace and prosperity was
inescapably linked to the
settlement of these linger-
ing disputes.

WASHINGTON (APP):
The Administrator of the
United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID), Samantha Power,
has thanked Pakistan for
conferring Hilal-e-Quaid-i-
Azam, a high civil award,
calling it a testament to the
enduring partnership be-
tween her organization and
the Pakistani people.

The President of Pa-
kistan conferred that award
on her on the Pakistan Day
in recognition of her “out-
standing contribution” to-
wards strengthening Paki-
stan-U.S. relations.

“The efforts by Ms.
Power are a reflection of her
commitment to assist the
people of Pakistan and
forge a strong and deep
partnership between Paki-
stan and the US,” stated the
citation that was read out
the occasion.

Ms. Power, who has
been serving as USAID

chief since May 2021, is a
proponent of strong Paki-
stan-US cooperation in hu-
manitarian and socio-eco-
nomic sectors like health,
education and climate
change and promoting
people to people ex-
changes.

“As USAID adminis-
trator, she was instrumen-
tal in the provision of sig-
nificant life-saving US hu-
manitarian assistance to
mitigate the disastrous im-
pacts of the floods in
2022,” the citation said.

In a video message, she
also recalled the devastation
when one-third of Pakistan
was inundated due to dev-
astating floods in 2022.

“I will never forget
visiting Pakistan in Septem-
ber of 2022. Flying over the
floods, feeling sure that I
was flying over an ocean,
only to be reminded that the
ocean was in fact hundreds
of miles away.

BEIJING (APP): The clos-
ing ceremony of the exhibi-
tion titled “Gandhara Heri-
tage along the Silk Road: A
Joint China-Pakistan Exhi-
bition” took place at the
Shenzhen Museum on Sun-
day.

The ceremony was at-
tended by senior Chinese
officials including Wang
Xudong, Director of the
Palace Museum; Zeng
Xianglai, Director of Cul-
ture, Radio, Television,
Tourism, and Sports Bu-
reau of Shenzhen; Jia
Jianwei, Director of Gansu
Provincial Museum; and
Huang Chen, Director of
Shenzhen Museum.

Pakistan side was rep-
resented by Pakistan Am-
bassador to China Khalil
Hashmi, along with the

Acting Consul General of
Pakistan in Guangzhou and
officials from the Pakistan
Embassy in Beijing and the
Pakistan Consulate-Gen-
eral in Guangzhou.

The ceremony marked
the successful culmination
of the largest Gandhara ex-
hibition in China’s history,
showcasing over 170 arti-
facts from seven different
museums in Pakistan.

The exhibition de-
buted last year at the pres-
tigious Palace Museum in
Beijing for three months
but due to overwhelming
interest from the Chinese
audience, it evolved into
a touring exhibition, mak-
ing stops in Gansu and fi-
nally Shenzhen, follow-
ing necessary legal proce-
dures.

LAHORE (APP): Minister
of State for Information
Technology Shaza Fatima
has said that provision of
maximum facilities to
people is top priority of
the government.

She said this while
visiting a Utility Store in
Green Town as per the di-
rection of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif here on Sun-
day. She said that govern-
ment wanted to improve the
system of utility stores.

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz had
started Ramazan Nigehban
package to facilitate deserv-
ing people in Punjab during
the holy month of
Ramazan, she said and ap-
preciated the initiative.

Shaza said that PM
Shehbaz Sharif was work-
ing hard to control inflation,
adding that no doubt coun-
try was facing economic
challenges but soon with the
grace of the Allah Almighty
these challenges would be
overcome.

The state minister
said that being a nation, it
was a responsibility of the
government to steer the
country out of economic
crises. To a question, she
said that some complaints
had been received regarding
registration at utility stores,
adding that “we are in touch
with the Punjab government
and complaints related to
registration would be
solved soon”.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Hous-
ing and Works Riaz
Hussain Pirzada on Sunday
said that the government
was making all-out efforts
to reduce the electricity
prices and inflation.

The minister visited
the utility stores in Vehari
district, checked the qual-
ity of the food items pro-
vided at cheap prices under
the prime minister’s
Ramazan Relief Package.

He directed the admin-
istration of Utility Stores
Vehari to provide complete
relief to the people of the
district under the subsidy

given by the prime minister
so that they do not face any
difficulties in buying daily
items during Ramazan.

Talking to the media on
this occasion, Riaz Pirzada
said that supply of cheap
flour is being ensured, efforts
are being made to reduce elec-
tricity prices and inflation,
staff at utility stores are
working in the best way.  He
said the government has
taken a revolutionary step for
the citizens by giving
Ramazan package and ex-
pressed the hope that they
will get the country out of
crises in two years through
hard work and struggle.

NAROWAL (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for Planning
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal on Sun-
day said the government
had given Rs 12.5 billion
subsidy to general public
during the month of
Ramazan, with ample stock
of edibles items available at
Utility Stores.

Talking to media dur-
ing his visit to a Utility
Store in Narowal, he said
flour, ghee, sugar and other
items were available at
cheaper prices to facilitate
the consumers.

Iqbal said Pakistan
was facing economic chal-
lenges and bearing the brunt
of heavy loans. This is a
vicious cycle of loans
which consumes a big
chuck of revenue collected

from taxes, he added.
He regretted that the

government of Imran Khan
during his four-year tenure
incurred immense damage
to the country. The heavy
price for his incompetence
is now being paid by the
entire nation in form of fi-
nancial constraints and in-
flation, he added.

Iqbal vowed that in
next two years, the present
government’s reforms
would yield results and
would help the country gain
economic momentum.

He said economic sta-
bility would help the gov-
ernment to give subsidy on
fuel and mentioned that the
prices of petrol and diesel
were subject to the interna-
tional market rates.

LARKANA (APP): Sindh
Minister of Culture, Tour-
ism, Antiquities and Ar-
chives Syed Zulfiqar Ali
Shah on Sunday visited the
mausoleum of  former Prime
Ministers of Pakistan
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto, Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto, democratic leader
Begum Nusrat Bhutto and
also laid floral wreaths, of-
fered “Fateha” for them in
Garhi Kudabakhsh Bhutto
graveyard.

Beside this he also laid
floral wreaths on the graves
of Shaheed Mir Murtaza
and Shahnawaz Bhutto.On
this occasion party work-
ers raise slogans of Bhutto

family.
After visited Garhi

Kudabakhsh, he arrived
along with MPA Jamil
Ahmed Soomro, Secretary
Culture Sindh Khalid
Chachar, Mayor Larkana
Anwar Ali Luhar, Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Sharjeel
Noor Chana and other offi-
cials. He also visited, Sir
Shahnawaz Bhutto library
where he reviewed various
parts of the library, adding
that furniture should be
changed and other facilities
including water should be
ensured and the various sec-
tions available for the stu-
dents in the library should
be upgraded.

KARACHI (APP): Fazal
Karim Dadabhoy’s revolu-
tionary contributions rec-
ognized with prestigious
Awards (Tamgha-e-
Imtiaz).

Renowned industrial-
ist Fazal Karim Dadabhoy,
hailing from a distinguished
business family of Paki-
stan, has been honoured for
his exceptional contribu-
tions to the industrial and
diplomatic sectors.

Dadabhoy, a pioneer
in the modification of ce-
ment systems with poly-
mers, has been recognized

for his role in developing
advanced composite con-
struction materials. These
materials have significantly
impacted architectural and
civil engineering sectors glo-
bally, leading to their cita-
tion in scientific, engineer-
ing and architectural litera-
ture worldwide.

His innovations have
not only revolutionized
construction practices in
Pakistan but have also been
instrumental in various wa-
ter conservation, heritage
revival, and infrastructure
development projects.

KARACHI (INP): FIA
Anti-Human Trafficking
Circle Karachi arrested the
accused involved in issuing
fake bank statements to citi-
zens for British visas. The
FIA team raided and ar-
rested the accused on the
complaint of the British
High Commission in
Islamabad.

Zahid Hassan, the sus-
pect was involved in issu-
ing fake bank statements to
citizens and the crime of
visa fraud.

FIA has now
launched an investigation
into the matter.

The UK recently an-
nounced significant

changes to its visa poli-
cies, aiming to facilitate
easier entry for citizens
of Gulf Cooperat ion
Council (GCC) nations
and Jordan.

In a statement re-
leased by the British gov-
ernment, it was revealed
that these countries will
transition to an electronic
travel permit system by
2024.

Under this system,
residents from the Gulf
countries,  including
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, the
Emirates, and Jordan, will
no longer require visit vi-
sas to enter the UK.

HYDERABAD (INP): The
decision of Sindh govern-
ment to provide Kisan Cards
(Hari Cards) to farmers was
highly commendable, said
the Hari Welfare Associa-
tion (HWA) on Sunday.

In a statement issued
here, President HWA Akram
Khaskheli said that during
the PPP Sindh government’s
third term in 2021, a prom-
ise was made to introduce
‘Hari Cards’ for underprivi-
leged farmers, along with a
subsidy of 3 billion rupees
(for those with less than 16
acres of landholdings) which
has fulfilled in its fourth
term in which government
has reiterated its pledge to
provide Kisan Cards (Hari

Cards) to farmers who
would benefit from various
government schemes such as
subsidies, loans, and insur-
ance. Serious concerns were
expressed by him about
several key points, includ-
ing the lack of groundwork
or documentation and the
exclusion of landless share-
cropping peasants.

Akram Khaskheli
urged the government to
conduct a survey to iden-
tify and provide benefits
to genuinely impacted
small-scale landowners,
who suffered greatly in
the recent floods or have
been unable to meet basic
needs amidst an unending
wave of inflation.

Freedom is a
blessing: DGPR

It is the need of the hour to apprise
the youth about the importance of

freedom and patriotism

Independent Report
KARACHI:  Director Gen-
eral Public Relations Infor-
mation Department, Gov-
ernment of Sindh
Muhammad Saleem Khan
has said that freedom is a
blessing and it is the need
of the hour to apprise the
youth about the importance
of freedom and patriotism.
He expressed these views
while addressing on Paki-
stan Day event organized
by NCR-CET College. Di-
rector NCR Ghulam
Mahmood and Editor-in-
Chief of National Courier
Aneel Ahmed Usmani were
also present on the occa-
sion. The Director General
Public Relations further
said that the nations who
do not have their own inde-
pendent homeland are be-
ing subjected to oppres-
sion. "We should thank that
our ancestors dreamt of an
independent homeland for
the Muslims of the subcon-
tinent and made it a real-
ity", he added

He said that the day
of March 23, 1940 is also
important in our history
because Pakistan was
formed within a short span
of just seven years of the
adoption of the Resolution
of Pakistan, which was the
result of the dynamic lead-
ership of the father of the
nation Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. He further said that
today the students have
expressed their commit-
ment through their speeches
and songs with great enthu-
siasm that they will work
for the development and
prosperity of their moth-
erland, which is a very wel-
come thing. Director Gen-
eral Public Relations further
said that 20 years ago, com-
petitions for speeches and
songs were held regularly in
colleges and universities,
but now they have clearly
decreased. "We should pay
attention to this as such ex-
tracurricular activities are
just as important as curricu-
lar activities.


