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KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah addresses to media
persons during press conference, at CM House in Karachi. Mayor Karachi,
Murtaza Wahab and Mayor Hyderabad, Kashif Shoro are also present.

AWARAN: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General
Asim Munir, is giving Cheque to a relative of Shuhada
during the visit at Awaran district of Balochistan.

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif interacting with the families of the
deceased and injured in the wake of recent torren-
tial rains and heavy snowfall.

KARACHI: Women supporters of the Jamaat-e-
Islami holds banner to stage a Pro-Palestinian dem-
onstration on the eve of International Women’s
Rights Day, in the Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi being presented
with the farewell Guard of Honour, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf in a group photo
along with Tri-Services Officers during the closing session of exercise
SEASPARK 2024, in Karachi.

CM decides to reshuffle
police dept, to review policy
decisions of caretaker govt

Water treatment plants
being installed in

Manora: Mayor Karachi

Zardari to follow
constitution in ‘letter and
spirit’: Maryam, Bilawal

Sindh to hand over 100
schools to NGOs for better

educational facilities

Zardari, Achakzai vying for
presidential election today

Mehmood Achakzai asks ECP to delay presidential election
as the electoral college for the presidential poll is incomplete

President Alvi
presented

farewell guard
of honour

ISLAMABAD (Online):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday was given a farewell
guard of honour by a
smartly turned-out contin-
gent of Pakistan Army.

The guard of honour
ceremony was held at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.  Dr Arif Alvi
will relinquish the charge of
his office on March 9 (Sat-
urday) after election of a new
president. Meanwhile, the
election of the 14th presi-
dent of Pakistan will be held
tomorrow (March 9).

Government committed to steer
country out of economic

crisis: PM Shehbaz
Govt fully committed to provide educational

facilities, vocational training to women

Speaker summons
Sindh PA session
on Saturday for

presidential election
KARACHI (INP): Sindh
Assembly Speaker Syed
Awais Qadir Shah has sum-
moned the Provincial As-
sembly session on Saturday
(March 09) to take the poll
for election to the office of
President of Pakistan.

Speaker, while exer-
cising powers vested upon
him under Clause (b) of
Rule 9 of Presidential Elec-
tion Rules 1988, summoned
the session of the Provin-
cial Assembly to meet on
Saturday (March 09, 2024)
at about 10 am at Sindh
Assembly building for pur-
pose of taking the poll for
the election of President
Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan 2024, the order stated.

Visits Awaran district

Success of Balochistan is
success of Pakistan: COAS

General Asim Munir promises
army’s support for people of

Balochistan; Vows to bring peace
and prosperity with people’s support

4 terrorists
killed in
NW IBO

Independent Report
RAWALPINDI: On 8
March 2024, security
forces conducted an intelli-
gence based operation in
North Waziristan District,
on reported presence of ter-
rorists.

During the conduct of
operation, intense fire ex-
change took place between
own troops and the terror-
ists, as a result of which
four terrorists were sent to
hell.

Weapons, ammuni-
tion and explosives were
also recovered from the
killed terrorists, who re-
mained actively involved
in numerous terrorist ac-
tivities in the area.

Pak Navy’s Maritime
Exercise Seaspark-2024

concludes

In apparent
rebuff to PTI

IMF says its scope
is limited to

economic issues
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) says its scope
is restricted to economic
issues and it cannot inter-
fere in any country’s inter-
nal and political affairs.

IMF spokesperson
Esther Perez confirmed that
the fund received on Feb 20
a letter from the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
which demanded linking the
release of the next tranche
with political stability in
Pakistan and responded
that it (IMF) was concerned
about economic matters.

She said the Fund was
an international
organisation and its man-
date was restricted to eco-
nomic issues only.

NA passes
resolution

appreciating
women’s

contributions
to society

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Assembly
celebrated International
Women’s Day by acknowl-
edging the remarkable con-
tributions of Pakistani
women, especially high-
lighting the legacy of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, in a major-
ity vote resolution while
members of the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC) were
in opposition to the reso-
lution.

Senator
Mushahid

demands release
of Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Senator Mushahid Hussain
Syed has said in Senate that
Imran Khan be released and
all the prisoners be granted
general amnesty.

He said this in his fare-
well address in Senate Fri-
day. He held that the po-
litical forces should forge
good relationship with ju-
diciary, establishment and
powers that be.

He called for immedi-
ate release of all political
forces.

He went on to say the
respect of upper house has
enhanced due to issuance of
production order of Sena-
tor Ejaz Chaudhry by
deputy chairman Senate.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah on Friday an-
nounced a Rs 22.5 billion
package for Ramzan, ap-
proved Rs 5.3 billion for
the Safe City project, re-
viewed policy decisions
taken by the Caretaker gov-
ernment, and pledged to
form the Provincial Finance
Commission (PFC) within
a month.

Addressing a press
conference held at the CM
House, the CM flanked by
Mayor of Karachi Murtaza
Wahab and Mayor of
Hyderabad Kashif Shoro,
announced the Ramzan
package and said that last
year, the government pro-
vided a grant of Rs 2000
cash per family, and this
year, during the Holy
month of Ramzan, eligible
families would receive a
grant of Rs 5000 cash per
family.

The grant would be
given to 4,413,584 families,

which constituted 60 per-
cent of the province’s popu-
lation, he said and added the
amount being distributed
was Rs 22.5 billion.

The chief minister
said that simultaneously, an
anti-hoarding operation had
been launched which was
being monitored by him.
“The operation is in
progress in which district
administration, police and
agriculture dept officers are
participating,” he said and
added that a price control
mechanism had also been
evolved under which dis-
trict administration would
maintain the government
notified process of the
fruits, vegetables and other
commodities.

To a question, the CM
said that the Punjab govern-
ment was not giving cash
but they have decided to
distribute ration bags (atta,
ghee, sugar, basen, etc) and
each bag cost Rs 3425. The
KPK government has an-

nounced Rs10,000  cash
each for 842,000 families
and their total package
comes to Rs 8.5 billion
while the Sindh government
has announced a Rs 22.5
billion package for over 4.4
million families, he added.

Replying to another
question, the CM said that
social protection packages
for deserving families were
being announced by gov-
ernments all over the
world. “In Islam, there is a
proper Zakat system un-
der which well-off people
support the needy and de-
serving people financially,”
he said and added his gov-
ernment has established a
separate department for
Social Protection and it
would be made properly
functional in the larger in-
terest of the eligible people
shortly.

Speaking on law and
order, he expressed dissat-
isfaction over the state of
law and order.

M U Z A F A R A B A D
(APP): Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
reiterated the government’s
resolve to steer the coun-
try out of the challenge of
economic crisis by bringing
structural reforms in the
economic sector to provide
maximum facilities to the
people of the country.

He said that the gov-
ernment was fully commit-
ted to increase tax to GDP
ratio, tap the huge poten-
tial of natural and agricul-
ture resources, stop smug-
gling, power theft, and
losses of the State Owned
Entities.

Addressing a cheque
distribution ceremony

among the affected people
by torrential rains and
snowfall in the area, the
prime minister called for
setting aside all the differ-
ences in the larger national
interest to work as a nation
to ensure that the country
was developing at a faster
pace.

Currently, he said the
country’s tax collection tar-
get for the current fiscal
year was 1.2 trillion which
was not up to the true po-
tential due to tax evasion by
certain sections.

He said tax evasion
was one of the biggest chal-
lenge that would to be re-
solved to increase the
country’s resources.

KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh government has de-
cided to handover 100
schools to NGOs for bet-
ter educational facilities.

The decision to
handover 60 schools in
Karachi and 40 in other parts
of the province, currently in
dilapidated condition, was
taken by the caretaker min-
ister. The city’s biggest
NGOs will take charge of the
schools for better running.

The Sindh education
ministry stated that the de-
cision has been taken for the
upliftment of the schools.

Earlier, the Sindh
government’s Education De-
partment contracted the ser-
vices of 20 renowned non-

governmental organisations
(NGOs) for running 34
newly established schools for
providing free schooling up
to Class 10th in English me-
dium.

The new schools were
established under the
People’s School Programme
of the Sindh government in
19 districts of the province.

The schools were es-
tablished in the districts of
Larkana, Shaheed
Benazirabad, Khairpur,
Qambar Shahdadkot, Thatta,
Sujawal, Badin, Umerkot,
Naushahro Feroze, Karachi,
Hyderabad, Matiari, Kotri,
Jamshoro, Mirpur Mathelo,
Tando Muhammad Khan,
and other areas.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Asif Ali
Zardari, the joint candidate
of PPP and the PML-N, and
SunniIttehad Council’s can-
didate Mahmood Khan
Achakzai are vying for the
office of President.

The President is
elected by an electoral col-
lege comprising members of
the Senate, National As-
sembly and the four pro-

vincial assemblies. Voting is
held through a secret ballot.
A joint session of the parlia-
ment will be held at the par-
liament house in Islamabad
tomorrow in which the
members of National As-
sembly and the Senate will
exercise their right to vote.

Similarly, the provincial
assemblies will hold their ses-
sions tomorrow for the elec-
tion. Polling will begin at 10:00

am and continue till 4:00 pm.
INP adds: Mehmood

Khan Achakzai — the Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC)
backed presidential candi-
date — on Friday asked the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) to post-
pone the election as the elec-
toral college is “incom-
plete”. In a letter to the chief
election commissioner on
Friday, Achakzai said that
stated that electoral college
for a presidential election
was “still incomplete”.

“As yet no one was
elected on those reserved
seats and without nomina-
tions and proper election
on these seats, if the presi-
dential election is con-
ducted as per the schedule
that would be denial of
their votes.

Independent Report
KARACHI: The concluding
session of Pakistan Navy’s
Major Maritime Exercise
SEASPARK-2024 held at
Karachi. Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf
graced the session as Chief
Guest. The exercise was con-
ducted in North Arabian Sea
to validate operational plans
designed under realities of
ever-evolving geo-strategic
environment. Relevant ele-
ments of PAF and Pak Army
also participated in the exer-
cise to practice tri services
synergy during war.

Addressing the closing
session, Chief of the Naval
Staff highlighted that the
exercise helped in
synergizing Naval Opera-
tions with Land and Air
Operations. He stressed
that the on-going strategic
competition among major
countries are being increas-
ingly confronted with diffi-
cult foreign policy choices

to safeguard national inter-
ests. Evolving character of
war under Grey Hybrid
scenarios coupled with in-
ternal security challenges
also complicate the threat
matrix. All these threats and
challenges necessitate a con-
stant review of our opera-
tional plans through major
exercises. Earlier, Deputy
Chief of Naval Staff (Op-
erations) presented over-
view of the exercise and con-
duct of the exercise was dis-
cussed threadbare to draw
pertinent lessons. Towards
the end, recommendations
were presented to revise war
plans and strategies under
the evolving  maritime envi-
ronment in the region.

Exercise SEASPARK-
2024 was aimed to assess
combat readiness and opera-
tional preparedness of Pa-
kistan Navy to meet the en-
tire spectrum of National
Security Challenges in the
Maritime Domain.

LAHORE (INP): Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz and Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said that ‘unlike’
outgoing president, Asif Ali
Zardari would follow the
constitution in ‘letter and
spirit’ after taking office as
President.

According to details,
Maryam Nawaz and
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari co-
chaired a joint parliamen-
tary parties meeting of the
PPP and PML-N in which
a mechanism was devised
for the presidential election
in the Punjab Assembly.

Speaking on the occa-

“Asif Ali Zardari
treats all political parties
with the same affection he
shows to his party.
Insha’Allah, Asif Ali
Zardari would take care of
the members of the Na-
tional Assembly, Senate,
and provincial assemblies
in four provinces,” Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said.

The PPP chairman
said that a political party
used to do ‘politics of divi-
sion’, urging the need to
eradicate the same.

“The young generation
has to be taken forward in
such a way that they can
bury the politics of hatred
and division,” he added.

sion, the PPP chairman said
that he came to meet the
Punjab Assembly members
to seek support for Asif Ali
Zardari in the presidential
election. He said that Paki-
stan is currently going
through a crisis and all po-
litical parties have to play
their role to take the coun-
try out of crises.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
hoped that the president,
prime minister, and chief
ministers of all provinces
would take all-out measures
to resolve the issues being
faced by the masses. The
PPP chairman also congratu-
lated Maryam Nawaz on
assuming the office of the
Punjab chief minister.

Independent Report
RAWALPINDI: Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Asim Munir on Friday
promised the people of
Balochistan that they will
be supported by armed
forces and law enforcement
agencies for peace and pros-
perity in the province, said
a statement issued by the
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR).

“The success of
Balochistan is the success
of Pakistan. The people of
Pakistan are proud of the
brave people of Balochistan
who have stood tall against
all odds. Armed Forces of
Pakistan and law enforce-
ment agencies will continue
to render their services in
support of the people of
Balochistan for peace and
prosperity,” said the army
chief.

The army chief made
these comments during his
visit to the Awaran district

of Balochistan where he
was briefed on the security
situation of the province.

According to the
military’s media wing, the
army chief was also in-
formed about the efforts
being taken by the Pakistan
Army in the socio-eco-
nomic development and ag-
riculture potential of
Balochistan.

During his visit to
Awaran, COAS Munir in-
teracted with the local el-
ders, farmers and families
of shuhada and assured
them of the army’s unstint-
ing support for their secu-
rity and welfare while pay-
ing rich tribute to the sacri-
fices rendered by the
martyred.While interacting
with the notables and farm-
ers of Awaran, the army
chief emphasised the im-
portance of agriculture and
the army’s commitment to
the Green Pakistan Initia-
tive (GPI).

KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab has said that two
water treatment plants are
being installed in Manora,
which will provide five lakh
gallons of water.

He said this while ad-
dressing the industrialists
and businessmen on the
occasion of his visit to the
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry on Friday.

President FPCCI Atif
Akram Sheikh, Vice Presi-
dent Asif Sheikh,
Muhammad Hanif Gohar
and other officials and
members were also present
on this occasion.

Barrister Murtaza

Wahab said that the KMC
provides municipal ser-
vices to the citizens of
Karachi. The rate of util-
ity tax has been reduced to
Rs 50 and the maximum is
Rs 200. However, the mu-
nicipal utility tax recovery
system has to be further
improved.

He said that the Fire
Brigade Department of
KMC takes action every-
where in the city to put
off fire, Three new snor-
kels have been given to the
fire brigade department to
extinguish the fire in multi-
storied buildings as soon
as possible and to protect
the lives and property of
the people.
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Result tampering
The botched conduct of the Feb 8 election contin-
ues to haunt the Election Commission of Pakistan.
After failing to meet the legal deadline of Feb 22 to
publish all Form 45s, the Commission finally re-
leased the documents on Tuesday, in the process
triggering another storm of complaints regarding
blatant and, in some instances, rather crude ma-
nipulation of electoral results. The Form 45, which
is a tally of all votes cast at a polling station for
each of the contesting candidates, is the formal
documentation of the first and most important step
in the post-poll vote-counting exercise. A copy
of it is supposed to be issued to the nominee of
each candidate who witnesses the count of bal-
lots. Since the result of an election is built on the
consolidation of individual Form 45s issued by
presiding officers from each polling station, the
integrity of these forms is what ultimately
legitimises the poll exercise.

In the case of the recent general election,
many candidates had complained that the Form
45s they received from the presiding officers in
their respective constituencies were showing
very different results than those announced by
the ECP after unlawful and as yet unexplained
delays.

There were several rival candidates and even
entire parties endorsing the PTI’s claim of vic-
tory on various seats based on the Form 45s col-
lected by them, even though official results had
declared some other candidate as the winner.
Since the ECP’s copies of its Form 45s had not
been shared till earlier this week, it was impos-
sible to determine where exactly the official count
and the Form 45s issued to candidates had devi-
ated. The documents now released seem so full
of inconsistencies and errors that they have bol-
stered the persistent allegations of widespread
tampering with results and strengthened indepen-
dent observers’ demands for a transparent audit
of election results.

Where, on the one hand, the ECP insisted on
rigid interpretations of election rules and laws to
deny the PTI its bat and the Sunni Ittehad Coun-
cil its share of reserved seats, it cannot expect
the nation to look the other way when it comes to
its own violations of legal deadlines and failure
to explain the glaring anomalies in its announced
results. This duplicity cannot be condoned. Given
how crudely vote counts have been overwritten
in some of the Form 45s shared by the ECP, the
Commission must explain why it considered it ap-
propriate to announce winners and allocate seats
based on seemingly tampered documents with-
out conducting some kind of cross-checking first.

It must also organise an immediate, indepen-
dent audit of the election results that have been
contested, which all important stakeholders
should be invited to witness. It will prove ex-
tremely difficult for the nation to move forward
unless these disputes are resolved.

RAWALPINDI: Group photo of People’s Trader Cell President Tariq Waheed
Butt and Secretary General Naveed Kanwal on the occasion of congratulating
the newly elected President Malik Shaukat Hayat Kekezai and the newly
elected Secretary General Adnan Ahmed of Central Anjuman Tajran
Gwalmandi.

Envoy urges Pakistani
investors to invest in Ethiopia

SBP announces
holiday on first

Ramadan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) has announced that
all its public dealing offices
will remain closed on 1st

Ramadan-ul-Mubarak.
According to the SBP
Statement issued here on
Friday, the day will be
observed as bank holiday for
the purpose of Zakat
deduction. All banks,
Development Finance
Institutions (DFIs) and
Microfinance banks (MFBs)
will remain closed for public
dealing. However, all
employees of the Bank,
DFIs and MFBs will attend
their office on bank holiday
as normal working day.

PSX witnesses bullish
trend, gains 190 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Ethiopia to
Pakistan, on Friday urged
the Pakistani business
community to invest in
Ethiopia that offered
comparative advantage in
form of important
geographical location,
cheap and clean energy and
skilled human resources.

Addressing a
Business Forum on
Ethiopia-Pakistan Bilateral
Trade at Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce & Industry,
Lahore, the ambassador
said his country was
hosting the Invest Ethiopia
Conference from April 28-
30 in Addis Ababa to

showcase extraordinary
investment opportunities
in Ethiopia, said a press
release issued here.

According to
Ambassador Jemal Beker,
it was a high time for the
business community of
Pakistan to explore the
lucrative market of
Ethiopia which was a
gateway to the African
continent of more than 1.4
billion people.

He said Ethiopia was
a signatory to the African
Continental Free Trade
Area Agreement which
meant that whatever
produced in Ethiopia could
easily be traded to the
entire Africa.

The ambassador
highlighted the economic
reforms carried out by the
reformist Government of
Ethiopia to build a home
grown economy to achieve
a robust and sustainable
economic growth by
creating an enabling
environment for business
community and foreign
investors. He said under its
economic reforms, Ethiopia
had laid a major focus on
its five economic sectors
including agriculture and
a g r o - p r o c e s s i n g ,
manufacturing, mining,
Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technology (ICT) and
tourism.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed bullish
trend on Friday, gaining
190.67 points, a positive
change of 0.29 percent,
closing at 65,793.76 points
against 65,603.09 points
the previous trading day.A
total of 481,704,055 shares
valuing Rs16.992 billion
were traded during the day
as compared to
354,153,110 shares valuing
Rs14.435 billion the last
day. Some 355 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 206 of
them recorded gains and

119 sustained losses,
whereas the share prices of
30 remained unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were K-Electric
Ltd with 59,083,977 shares
at Rs 4.83 per share,
Cnergyico Pakistan with
51,468,215 shares with 4.89
per share and Kohinoor
Spining with 45,948,000
shares at Rs 5.52 per share.
Nestle Pakistan Limited
witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 160.00 per
share price, closing at Rs
8,050.00, whereas the
runner-up was Pakistan
Services Limited with a Rs
29.99 rise in its per share.

Dar urges political parties
for Charter of Economy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Leader of the House in the
Senate, Senator Ishaq Dar
on Friday urged all
political parties to get
united and sign a Charter
of Economy to get the
country out of financial
trap.

In his farewell speech,
the Senator said that time
has come to work together
for the betterment of
Pakistan.Ishaq Dar
thanked his party
leadership for honoring him
with the role in the Senate
of Pakistan since 2002.

He said that during his
tenure, he witnessed many
ups and downs and the
Senate played an
important role in the
parliamentary history of
Pakistan and will always be
remembered in golden
words.

He said difference of

opinion is the beauty of
democracy but opposition
for the sake of opposition
is a disaster for the country.

He said Senate is a
symbol of the federation
therefore the sanctity of
this House must be
maintained at all costs and
the protest should be
within the limits.

He stressed all
political parties for the
Charter of Reconciliation
and Charter of Economy to
get the country out of
financial trap. “We should
avoid personal vengeance
against each other and take
the country forward
collectively”, said the
Senator adding that all
political parties should
work together to get
Pakistan’s name included in
G-20 countries.

He said Pakistan is an
atomic power, therefore

the enemies of Pakistan
have interest in weakening
the country and all
political parties remain
busy fighting with each
other. He said that all
political parties should
make sacrifices for
Pakistan. Senator Mian
Raza Rabbani in his
farewell speech, said that
it was not appropriate to
talk about the country
whose financial
sovereignty was mortgaged
with international financial
institutions. He said it is
also inappropriate to
comment on hybrid system
over the parliament and
internal politics of the
country. He also urged all
political parties to have a
grand national dialogue to
get the country part of
international financial
institution and hybrid
political system.

Pays tribute to Pakistani women

SBP Director stresses for
women’s digital financial
inclusion key to progress

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Director at
the State Bank of Pakistan
Abid Qamar Friday paid
tribute to Pakistani women
for pivotal role in nation
building and urged for
women’s digital financial
inclusion as economic
empowerment is key to
Pakistan’s development.

Talking to PTV news
channel, while paying
tribute to Women on
International women day
he stressed that the
women’ financial inclusion
is crucial to promoting
gender equality and
empowering women in all
aspects of their lives.

“No nation can rise to
the height of glory unless
their women are side by

side with them”, he said,
adding, recognizing their
important role, SBP has
taken a number of steps
towards financial inclusion
of women.

He added that this
initiative envisions greater
engagement of women in
the financial sector through
increased employment in
financial institutions as
well as enhanced access to
financial services.

“SBP considers it is
imperative to support the
career progression of the
women employees and
encourage them to aim for
leadership position with
the hope that in the coming
years women in leadership
position should become the
norm, not the exception”.

ISLAMABAD: People are busy is buying
vegetables in Friday Weekly Bazaar.

ISLAMABAD: Women visiting stalls at 10th
National Women at Work commemorating
International Women’s Day organised by Lok Virsa
with the collaboration of Devcom-Pakistan and dtn. PARC signs agreement

to enhance livestock,
dairy production

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Agricultural Research Council
(PARC) and Holstein Research
Management Dairies Private
Limited, signed a memorandum
of understanding (MoU), for
enhancing livestock and dairy
production in the country.

Under this
partnership, both
organizations have pledged
to provide technical support
for capacity building and to
conduct training programs in
Theriogenology, animal
breeding and genetic research
and development.

In this regard, the

PARC also organized an
international seminar
focusing on genetic and
economic impact of
Norwegian red dairy
cattle.

The seminar provided
a platform for experts and
stakeholders to explore the
potential of Norwegian red
cattle in enhancing genetic
and domestic breed
improvement in the dairy
industry. PARC’s
institutions, the National
Institute for Genomics and
Advanced Biotechnology
(NIGAB) and the Animal
Sciences Institute (ASI).

SCCI president
inaugurates Bank

Alfalah on Ring Road
PESHAWAR (APP):
President Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
Fuad Ishaq on Friday
inaugurated a new branch of
Bank Alfalah on Ring Road,
Hayatabad here on Friday.
During the inauguration
ceremony, the SCCI
executive members Hamza
Ibrahim Butt, Hafaf Ali
Khan, Secretary General
Sajjad Aziz, members of the
business community, along
with the Bank Al-Falah
Regional Head Jamil Ahmad
Sauval, Area Manager

Muhammad Adil, Branch
Manager Taniya Khan,
Regional Coordinator
Asadur Rehman and others
were present.

Talking on the
occasion, the SCCI chief
praised the Bank Alfalah for
its services and facilitation
to the business community.
He said the Bank Alfalah’s
business-friendly policies
have become fruitful for the
traders and asked other
commercial banks to adopt
such pro-business policies to
facilitate the community.

Turkiye CG
visits SCCI

SIALKOT (APP): Consul
General of Turkiye
Durmus Bastug and
Commercial Attache
Nurettin Demir visited the
Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) on Friday to
discuss ways and means to
boost the bilateral trade
and investment relations.

SCCI President Abdul
Ghafoor Malik and Vice
President Amer Majeed
Sheikh warmly welcomed
the distinguished guests.

During a meeting,
President SCCI Abdul
Ghafooor Malik said
Pakistan and Turkiye
committed to enhancing
bilateral cooperation in
various sectors as focused
by various Government-to-
Government meetings in
the past few years.

He said:” We are
thankful that Turkiye is
also an important
investment partner as
number of Turkish firms
are working in Pakistan in
the domains of energy,
finance, and infrastructure
projects. We believe that
both Turkiye and Pakistan
must harness each other
strengths and expertise to
drive mutual progress and
prosperity”.

Upgraded CPEC, President Xi and Shahbaz Sharif
By Qamar Bashir

Former Press Secretary to the President; Former Press Minister to the Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC, CEO ATV

As anticipated, Chinese
President Xi Jinping,
known for his deep and af-
fectionate sentiments to-
wards Pakistan, was the
first head of state to extend
congratulations to Mr.
Shahbaz Sharif upon as-
suming the office of Prime
Minister.

This gesture reflects
President Xi’s special re-
gard for Pakistan, highlight-
ing his reputation as one
of the most benevolent
leaders globally, particu-
larly towards Pakistan.

As the leader of
China, one of the fastest-
growing nations world-
wide, President Xi’s sup-
port will give added confi-
dence to the newly elected
Prime Minister, who is
soon to face significant eco-
nomic, financial, and politi-
cal challenges. The brief
yet impactful message not
only conveyed congratula-
tions but also emphasized
a revitalized vision for the
future of Pakistan-China
cooperation which was de-
lineated into five distinct
areas, underlining a
roadmap for their contin-
ued collaboration.

Firstly, emphasis was
placed on nurturing and
preserving the longstanding
friendship between the two
nations. Secondly, empha-
sized exchanges and coop-
eration across a wide spec-
trum of fields. The third to
advance and upgrade the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor. The fourth to
deepen cooperation and
foster resilience. Fifth to
ensure tangible benefits for
the populace of both na-
tions.

While all five ele-
ments hold significance, the
joint development of an
upgraded version of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) emerged

as particularly pivotal,
with far-reaching implica-
tions.

This revamped itera-
tion of CPEC, built upon a
reassessment of its initial
framework (CPEC-1) tran-
scends its previous focus
on infrastructure, energy,
and communication
projects. Instead, it em-
braces a multifaceted ap-
proach centered on foster-
ing economic prosperity,
industrial development,
ICT, livelihood projects,
mining and mineral explo-
ration and development,
agriculture, political, eco-
nomic, education, science
and technology, cultural,
and people-to-people rela-
tions. It also covers food
security and research, me-
dia exchanges, space coop-
eration, urban sustainable
development, climate
change, vaccine develop-
ment, transportation, en-
ergy.

In essence, the up-
graded CPEC delineates
five distinct corridors, each
tailored to address key pri-
orities and aspirations.

A Growth Corridor,
aimed at driving economic
expansion by focusing on
infrastructure develop-
ment projects that directly
stimulate economic activ-
ity. Such as expanding ex-
isting industrial zones and
creating new special eco-
nomic zones to attract
foreign investment. It in-
cludes improving trans-
portation networks to fa-
cilitate trade domestically,
regionally and globally,
diversify Pakistan’s ex-
port basket and expand its
industrial base and connect
Gwadar with the land-
locked countries, thus
opening new vistas to the
west and beyond.

The Livelihood-En-
hancing Corridor aims to
bridge socio-economic
disparities by empower-
ing individuals and com-
munities by harnessing the
potential of the country’s
youthful population and
capitalize on the growing
social consciousness to
transi tion towards a
knowledge-driven society.
Central to this vision is the

development of human
and social capital along-
side institutional reforms
that prioritizes sustained,
inclusive growth, empha-
sizing indigenous solu-
tions and involving all
segments of society. Cre-
ating an enabling environ-
ment for the private sec-
tor to drive economic
growth and enhance na-
tional competitiveness. It
focuses on enhancing liv-
ing standards through in-
vestments in education,
healthcare, social services,
and poverty alleviation
initiatives besides uplift-
ing rural communities
aimed at improving the
overall quality of life for
all Pakistani citizens.

The Innovation Cor-
ridor will foster technologi-
cal advancement through
the establishment of re-
search and development
centers, fostering collabo-
ration between universi-
ties and industries, and in-
vesting in digital infra-
structure aimed at usher-
ing the country into a new
knowledge revolution by
introducing disruptive
technologies such as mi-
cro-electronics, comput-
ers, telecommunications,
human-made materials,
robotics, and biotechnol-
ogy. By catalyzing signifi-
cant increases in produc-
tivity and giving rise to en-
tirely new economic sec-
tors, the corridor serves as
a platform for innovation
and entrepreneurship. It
aims to position Pakistan
as a hub for technological
excellence, driving eco-
nomic growth and enhanc-
ing competitiveness glo-
bally. Through strategic in-
vestments and partner-
ships, the Innovation Cor-
ridor seeks to propel Pa-
kistan forward as a leader
in technological innova-
tion and advancement.

The Green Corridor
in Pakistan is committed
to promoting environmen-
tal sustainability by pri-
oritizing investments in
renewable energy sources,
clean technologies, and
sustainable waste manage-
ment. Emphasizing the im-
portance of moderniza-

tion, food security, and ag-
ricultural and environmen-
tal protection. This vision
advocates for energy con-
servation, commercializa-
tion of renewable energy,
and the adoption of ad-
vanced biofuels and syn-
thetic fuels. It also calls
for the implementation of
alternative propulsion
methods and energy-effi-
cient urban infrastructure.
Through these initiatives,
the Green Corridor aims
to mitigate environmental
degradation, enhance en-
ergy security, and build
resilient communities, en-
suring a more sustainable
and prosperous future for
Pakistan.

The Open Corridor
aims to ensure inclusivity
and accessibility, extend-
ing the benefits of CPEC-
1 and II to a wider range
of people and regions in
Pakistan. This initiative
envisions empowering lo-
cal communities, provid-
ing skills training, facilitat-
ing access to financing for
small businesses, and of-
fering clear information
about opportunities.
While achieving this am-
bitious vision requires
careful planning and col-
laboration among stake-
holders, it holds immense
potential to uplift all of
Pakistan through equi-
table development.

Since its announce-
ment five months ago, the
upgraded China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) has transitioned
from the drawing board to
practical implementation.
The Chinese Ambassador
recently unveiled promis-
ing developments regard-
ing CPEC, announcing the
successful launch of the
Growth Corridor, Liveli-
hood-Enhancing Corridor,
Innovation Corridor, and
Green Corridor, alongside
the Open Corridor.

Concrete plans are
underway in collaboration
with Xinjiang province to
revolutionize Pakistan’s
agricultural sector, aiming
to modernize and boost
productivity. This initia-
tive involves introducing
high-quality seeds, lever-

aging cutting-edge tech-
nology and implementing
comprehensive training
programs to  cultivate
skilled human resources.
Additionally, infrastruc-
ture is being developed for
storage, preservation,
value addition, marketing,
and exports of staple
crops, cotton, vegetables,
and fruits. Development
cooperatives in selected
agricultural hubs will en-
sure maximum benefits to
farmers regardless of land
holdings.

Moreover, several
Chinese companies are
poised to invest in green
energy projects, including
photovoltaic and other re-
newable energy initiatives
with low carbon emis-
sions.

They are committed
to environmental ly
friendly and high-tech
projects. Many Chinese
companies are pledging to
establish manufacturing
facilities.

The completion of
Rashakai SEZ Phase-I was
also announced by the am-
bassador, marking a new
stage of high-quality de-
velopment for CPEC.
These advancements in-
ject new momentum into
fostering an even closer
China-Pakistan commu-
nity with a shared future.

Sizable progress has
been made to convert the
Khunjerab Pass into an
all-weather border by up-
grading customs and logis-
tics services to facilitate
seamless trade and move-
ment of people. Secondly,
efforts have been directed
towards making the New
Gwadar In ternat ional
Airport  (NGIA) fu l ly
operational, enhancing
connectivity and accessi-
bility to the region. Ad-
d i t i o n a l l y ,
operationalizing the Pak-
China Friendship Hospi-
tal and accelerating the
expansion of the desali-
nation plant and other
key projects have been
expedited to  improve
healthcare facilities and
address water scarcity
challenges.

Thi rd ly,  mul t ip le

memorandums of under-
s tanding (MoUs)  and
agreements have been
inked between China and
Pakistan, covering com-
merce, communication,
and transport sectors,
notably including the
Main Line-1 (ML-1) rail
project, whose cost has
been reduced from $9 bil-
lion to $6.7 billion. Span-
ning 1,733 kilometers,
ML-1 will link Peshawar
to Karachi, significantly
enhancing Pakis tan’s
t ranspor tat ion in fra-
structure. Additionally,
an MoU between The
United Energy Group of
China and Pakistan Re-
finery Ltd for a $1.5 bil-
lion investment aims to
boost the refinery’s pro-
duction capacity, signifi-
can t ly increasing the
count ry’s  pet ro l  and
high-speed diesel produc-
tion.

Mr. Shahbaz Sharif,
a dynamic leader known
for  h is  p roactive  ap-
proach, will undoubtedly
take President Xi’s letter
seriously.  The le t ter,
whi le  extending con-
gratulations, underscores
an unwavering commit-
ment and resolve to pro-
pel both CPEC-1 and the
Upgraded CPEC-2 for-
ward with accelerated
momentum to yield tan-
gible results. It empha-
sizes the imperative of
giving undivided atten-
tion to both phases of
CPEC and calls for build-
ing the capacity of gov-
ernment and private in-
stitutions to handle the
influx of massive invest-
ment. President Xi’s di-
rective underscores the
urgency of developing
managerial skills to navi-
gate highly precise and
high-value projects, en-
hancing transparency and
expediency in processing
proposals and projects,
and creating highly effi-
cient and effective en-
abling conditions to en-
sure the timely comple-
t ion  of corr idors and
projects  wi th in  the
agreed-upon timeframe
and with the intended
output and outcome.
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Protest continue
for recovery
of hostages

Independent Report
MIRPUR MATHELO:
Protested in front of SSP
Ghotki’s office in Mirpur
Mathelo for the fifth day
on behalf of political and
social organizations, jour-
nalists, and hostages’ rela-
tives and citizens for the
recovery of the hostages
who were abducted by ban-
dits from Ghotki district.

Demonstration, sit-
in, sloganeering for the re-
covery of hostages, po-
lice administration com-
pletely failed to recover
the hostages.

SFA takes measures
to ensure supply of
adulteration-free
food items during
Ramazan: DG SFA
KARACHI (APP): Direc-
tor General Sindh Food
Authority (SFA) Agha
Fakhar Hussain on Friday
briefed a meeting that the
Authority is making every
possible effort to ensure
supply of adulteration-free
food items during Ramazan
ul Mubarak.

The DG SFA attended
the meeting held at Com-
missioner House here, said
a statement.

The meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner
Karachi, Police, Price Con-
trol Committee and senior
officers of relevant depart-
ments.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Balighur Rahman is taking oath of office from
Chief Justice of Lahore High Court Malik Shahzad Ahmed Khan while Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz is also present in the Governor House.

CM restores Health
Card facility in KP

Not a single day but
every day is women

day: Maryam Nawaz
PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Ali Amin
Gandapur, announced on
Friday that free medical
treatment for all residents
of the province through
Health Cards will be
restored from the first day
of Ramazan.

Addressing the media
after a cabinet meeting, he
emphasized that ensuring
peace and security in the
province remained the top
priority for his
government.During the
holy month of Ramazan, he
disclosed that a cash
amount of Rs. 10,000
would be disbursed among
approximately 850,000

deserving individuals, with
data collected from the
Ehsas Program. An
additional amount of Rs.
10,000 will be provided to
an additional 150,000
people from all provincial
constituencies, he said.

To assist poor
people, he mentioned the
functional establishment of
“Langar Khanay” and
announced that the
provincial government
would organize “Sehri” and
“Iftari” meals at hospitals
to facilitate the attendants
of patients.

Ali Amin Ganfapur
further stated that youth
would be provided skills
training for job creation,

along with financial
assistance in the form of
grants and interest-free
loans to establish their
businesses. He said that
there would be no
compromise on the
development of the province
and demanded the federal
government to release
arrears of Net Hydel Profit.

He welcomed Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif’s visit to
rain-affected areas and his
announcement of
compensation for affected
families after the recent
rains. He added that the
provincial government had
already released funds to
the rain-affected areas.

LAHORE (Online): Chief
Minister (CM) Punjab
Maryam Nawaz has said
not a one day is women
day but every day is
women day.

“Women are our
heroes. A woman has to
wage much struggle to get
recognition. I myself
worked hard to assert my
self in party and
everywhere.  I am grateful
to opponents to help me
reach this slot. I faced
harassment. I was kept in
jails. She said this while
addressing a function on the
eve of women international
day.

She announced to
evolve zero tolerance
policy against harassment

of women. More
conducive environment
will be available to working
women due to safety app.
It is my desire every
woman benefits from this
app.

She underlined that
getting underage girls
employed and then
subjecting them to violence
is source of grave concern
for us. There is need to get
implement laws against
forced labor sternly.

She urged that
parents should take their
children into confidence so
that they could tell them
whenever they are
subjected to harassment
outside. Girls should be
made powerful.

LAHORE: MPAs elected on minority special seats
taking oath during Punjab Assembly Session.

Asif Zardari will be
elected President with

thumping majority: Afridi
PESHAWAR (APP):
Secretary Information PPP
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Amjad Khan Afridi has said
that all democratic political
parties would vote for Asif
Ali Zardari to elect him for
the second term with
thumping majority.

In a statement issued
here on Friday, the PPP KP
chapter’s spokesman took
exception to the demand of
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
for the postponement of
presidential poll, saying it
is surprising that the
winner of a single
parliamentary seat is
making such demand.

He said that no one
would be allowed to hatch
conspiracy against
democracy and destabilize
the country. He added that
Achakzai is sleeping rabbit
sleep and could become the
President of Pakistan.

The PPP leader said
that Asif Ali Zardari could
be elected as President of
Pakistan without allotting
reserved seats to Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC),
while after sensing defeat
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
is bent upon adopting
cheap tactics. He further
accused Achakzai of
making futile attempts.

Four more
kidnapped

from Shikarpur
By Adeel Ahmed

SHIKARPUR: Four more
persons were kidnapped
from Shikarpur District in
a day from the
jurisdictions of Naparkot
Police Station and New
Faujdari Police Station
here on Friday.

According to initial
reports that some group of
armed men kidnapped the
five persons traveling on
datson vehicle from village
KB Allah Bux Soomro
Rahimabad Link road near
Khanpur who were retuning
back after attending the
religious meeting there in the
jurisdiction of Naparkot
Police Station.

ZAB declared
martyr, national

hero in PA
resolution

LAHORE (APP): Former
Prime Minister Zulfikar
Ali  Bhutto has been
posthumously declared a
martyr and national hero
by a resolution passed
with overwhelming
support in the Punjab
Assembly.

The resolution was
presented on Friday in the
Assembly by Ali Haider
Gillani, the parliamentary
leader of the Pakistan
People’s Party.

Justice Malik takes
oath as new LHC CJ

LAHORE (APP): Justice
Malik Shahzad Ahmad
Khan on Friday took oath
as the 52nd chief justice of
the Lahore High Court
(LHC) in a ceremony held
at the Governor’s House
here.

Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman administered the
oath to Justice Khan.

Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
attended the ceremony.
LHC senior puisne judge
Justice Shujaat Ali Khan
and other judges, Punjab

Assembly Speaker Malik
Ahmad Khan, provincial
ministers, federal and
provincial law officers,
corps commander of
Lahore, inspector general
of police Punjab , judicial
officers and relatives of the
chief justice were also
present. Punjab Chief
Secretary Zahid Zaman
read out the notification of
the appointment of the
chief justice.

After taking the oath,
the chief justice arrived at
the LHC where he was
warmly welcomed.

PDMA, UNFPA launch
GBViE framework to
curb gender violence

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) in collaboration
with the United Nations
Population Fund
(UNFPA)commemorated
International Women’s Day
and inaugurated Gender-
Based Violence in Emergencies
(GBViE) framework.

Director General
PDMA, Muhammad Qaisar
Khan appreciated the
collaboration of UNFPA and
emphasized the importance
of prioritizing gender equality
in disaster response efforts.
He stated, “On the day, we
recognize the urgent need to
address the critical issues of
gender-based violence,
particularly in emergency

situations.” “The GBViE
framework is a crucial step
forward in our collective
efforts to ensure the safety,
dignity, and rights of all
individuals, especially
women and girls, in
emergency settings. By
integrating gender
considerations into our
disaster preparedness,
response, and recovery
efforts, we can better protect
and support the most
vulnerable members of our
communities”, he
said.Secretary Relief Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Inayat Ullah
Wasim said that International
Women’s Day serves as a
reminder of the invaluable
contributions of women
make to the society.

IG Police pays tributes
to all women of society
LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General Police
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
has paid rich tributes to all
the women of the society.

On exclusive message
of International Women’s
Day, Dr. Usman Anwar
said that Punjab Police
salutes all brave mothers,
sisters, daughters of nation
especially of martyrs and
ghazis. He said that on
International Women’s
Day, Punjab Police
reiterates its determination
to fight against gender
based crimes, sexual
harassment and violence
against women. The IG
Punjab said that today’s
woman is more conscious,
courageous and empowered
than ever before and in all
departments of Punjab

Police, women are showing
excellent skills and
performance alongside
men. He said that women
serving in Punjab Police are
our pride and valuable
asset, lady police officers
and official play an
outstanding role in law and
order, crime control and
community policing.

The IG Punjab said
that providing equal
opportunities and
favorable environment to
women is indispensable for
sustainable economic and
social development. Punjab
police is ensuring prompt
registration of FIRs and
arrest of culprits in case of
crimes against women.

Dr. Usman Anwar
said that Women Safety
App, Helpline 15.

HYDERABAD: Large number of women partici-
pating in a rally in connection of International
Women’s Day at Thandi Sarak.

Hamas team leaves
Cairo after stalemate
in Gaza truce talks

to our people,” a Hamas
statement said.

Senior Hamas official
Sami Abu Zuhri said Israel
had been “thwarting” ef-
forts to conclude a ceasefire
deal. He said that Israel was
rejecting Hamas’s demands
to end its offensive in the
enclave, withdraw its
forces, and ensure freedom
of entry for aid and the re-
turn of displaced people.

Health officials in
Gaza said the number of
people confirmed killed in
Israel’s offensive had now
passed 30,800. It reported
83 deaths in the past 24
hours and witnesses said
the Israeli bombardments
continued in Khan Younis,
the southern city of Rafah,
and areas in central Gaza.

Ukraine’s Zelenskyy in Turkey
where Erdogan is expected to press
for negotiations to end Russia war

UK PM Sunak’s
mother-in-law
appointed to

Indian parliament
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI :  Th e
mother-in-law of British
P rime Minis ter  Rish i
Sunak was on Friday ap-
p o in t ed  to  serve  i n
India’s parliament, cap-
ping a career working for
the philanthropic arm of
her billionaire husband’s
tech  f i rm.  Sud ha
Mur th y,  7 3 ,  i s  th e
former  ch a i r  o f  th e
Infosys Foundation.

Monitoring Desk
ISTANBUL: Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy was in Istanbul
on Friday for talks with
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan whose
NATO-member country
has sought to balance its
close relations with both
Kyiv and Moscow and re-
peatedly offered to act as a
peace-broker between them.

During the talks in
Istanbul, Erdogan was ex-
pected to press for nego-
tiations to end Russia’s war
in Ukraine, now in its third
year, a Turkish government
official said. Talks would
also focus on a possible
new measure that would
guarantee navigational
safety of commercial ves-
sels in the Black Sea, the
official said.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Hamas said its
delegation had left Cairo on
Thursday amid ongoing ne-
gotiations on a ceasefire ac-
cord in Gaza that mediators
hope to achieve before
Ramazan early next week.

After four days of
talks mediated by Qatar and
Egypt to secure a 40-day
ceasefire ahead of the fast-
ing month there is still no
sign of progress on key
sticking points, with both
sides blaming the other.

“Hamas’s delegation
left Cairo this morning for
consultation with the lead-
ership of the movement,
with negotiations and ef-
forts continuing to stop the
aggression, return the dis-
placed and bring in relief aid

China says more
Indian troops at

Himalayan
border won’t
ease tensions
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China believes
that India’s move to add
more troops at their dis-
puted border is “not con-
ducive to easing tensions”,
a foreign ministry spokes-
person said on Friday.

India has freed up a
contingent of 10,000 soldiers,
previously deployed at its
western border, to strengthen
its disputed border with
China, according to several
media reports. The two coun-
tries have previously agreed
to maintain dialogue through
military and diplomatic chan-
nels, and recently held a con-
structive meeting on resolv-
ing border issues in the west-
ern section.

The Korean People’s Army conducts an artillery firing drill, KCNA news
agency reported, in North Korea in this picture released by the Korean
Central News Agency.

North Korea’s Kim guides
artillery firing drill, KCNA says

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un guided
an artillery firing drill by the
Korean People’s Army, the
country’s military force, on
Thursday, state media
KCNA reported on Friday.

The drill involved
units that are in firing range
of “the enemy’s capital,”
the state media said, refer-
ring to Seoul, the South
Korean capital and added it
“fulfilled important mili-
tary missions for war de-
terrence.” Thursday’s artil-
lery drill was aimed at in-
creasing combat readiness
posture and actual war ca-
pability, KCNA said.

Kim urged to push for-
ward with preparations so
the artillery sub-units could
“take the initiative with
merciless and rapid strikes
at the moment of their en-
try into an actual war.”

“He stressed the need

to train all the artillerymen
of the whole army into ex-
perts in artillery engagement
... and set forth important
tasks for rounding off the
artillery war preparations,”
the report said, referring to
the leader of the reclusive
state.The move comes as
the South Korean and US
militaries kicked off their
spring drills known as the
Freedom Shield exercises on
Monday with twice the
number of troops joining
compared to last year.
Seoul’s defence minister,
Shin Won-sik, visited the
Capital Defense Command
on Thursday and ordered a
firm response if North Ko-
rea made provocations
aimed at the capital.

The move comes as
the South Korean and US
militaries kicked off their
spring drills known as the
Freedom Shield exercises on
Monday with twice the

number of troops joining
compared to last year.

Earlier this week, the
North Korean state media
said Kim inspected field
training of troops at a ma-
jor military operations base
in the western region of the
country.

The drill involved
units that are in firing range
of “the enemy’s capital,”
the state media said, refer-
ring to Seoul, the South
Korean capital and added it
“fulfilled important mili-
tary missions for war de-
terrence.”

Thursday’s artillery
drill was aimed at increas-
ing combat readiness pos-
ture and actual war capa-
bility, KCNA said. Earlier
this week, the North Ko-
rean state media said Kim
inspected field training of
troops at a major military
operations base in the west-
ern region of the country.

Ottawa Police Service officers surround a home
after four children and two adults were found dead
inside a neighbouring house in the Ottawa suburb
of Barrhaven, Ontario, Canada.

Sweden joins
Nato in shadow
of Ukraine war

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Sweden
on Thursday became the
32nd member of Nato in
the shadow of the war in
Ukraine, ending two cen-
turies of official non-
alignment and capping
two years of torturous
diplomacy.

Swedish Prime Min-
ister Ulf Kristersson was
visi t ing Washington,
where Secretary of State
Antony Blinken was to
ceremonially receive the
ratification documents af-
ter the hard-fought battle
to secure the green lights
needed from all  Nato
members.

“This is a historic
day. Sweden will now
take its rightful place at
Nato’s table,  with an
equal say in shaping Nato
policies and decisions,”
Nato Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg said in a
statement.

“After over 200 years
of non-alignment Sweden
now enjoys the protec-
tion granted under Article
5, the ultimate guarantee
of allies’ freedom and se-
curity,” he said.

Biden orders US
military to establish

port in Gaza

287 children are missing
in Nigeria’s forests

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: President
Joe Biden will tell Congress
on Thursday that he has or-
dered the US military to set
up a port in Gaza to get more
humanitarian aid into the
beleaguered territory by sea,
senior US officials said. The
major announcement will
not involve any US boots
on the ground in the Pales-
tinian enclave, as military
personnel will stay offshore
while other allies are in-
volved, officials said.

“Tonight the presi-
dent will announce in his
State of the Union address
that he has directed the US
military to undertake an
emergency mission to es-
tablish a port in Gaza,” a
senior administration offi-
cial told reporters.

“This port, the main
feature of which is a tempo-
rary pier, will provide the
capacity for hundreds of ad-

Monitoring Desk
ABUJA: Security forces
swept through large forests
in Nigeria’s northwest re-
gion on Friday in search of
nearly 300 children who
were abducted from their
school a day earlier in the
latest mass kidnap, which
analysts and activists
blamed on the failure of in-
telligence and slow security
response.

The abduction of the
287 children in Kaduna
state, near the West Afri-
can nation’s capital, is one
of the largest school kid-
naps in the decade since the
issue was highlighted by the
kidnapping of schoolgirls in
Borno state’s Chibok vil-
lage. Analysts and activists
say the security lapses that
allowed that mass abduc-
tion remain. The victims of
the latest attack — among
them at least 100 children
aged 12 or under — were
surrounded and marched
into a forest just as they
were starting the school day,
said locals in Kuriga town,
located 55 miles (89 kilo-
meters) from the city of
Kaduna. One man was shot

dead as he tried to save the
students, school authorities
said.

As Kaduna Gov. Uba
Sani and security officials
met with aggrieved villag-
ers on Thursday, they
pleaded with the governor
to ensure the release of the
students and secure their
villages.

“Please stay and help
us, please don’t leave us,”
one woman cried as the
governor’s convoy sped
off.

The school — located
with no fencing close to
nearby forests that often
serve as enclaves for armed
gangs — was “surrounded
from all angles” by the mo-
torcycle-riding gunmen
who arrived at the school
just after 8 a.m., said
Joshua Madami, a youth
leader in the area.

Security forces did
not arrive at the scene un-
til several hours later, lo-
cals said, prompting con-
cerns from families and
analysts that the gunmen
might have gone deep into
the forest with the chil-
dren.

ditional truckloads of assis-
tance each day,” the official
said on condition of anonym-
ity. US officials said the “sig-
nificant capability will take
a number of weeks to plan
and execute,” and would in-
volve a maritime corridor
bringing aid by sea from the
Mediterranean island of
Cyprus.

US officials were care-
ful to stress that American
troops would not be on the
ground in Gaza, which has
been under relentless Israeli
bombardment since the Oct.

A second official said
it was “foreseen to be an
operation that won’t re-
quire boots on the ground.”
“The US military has
unique capabilities. And
they can do things from just
offshore that are extraordi-
nary and so that is the con-
cept of operations that the
president has been briefed
on,” the official said.

US, Turkey kick off
comprehensive talks to

explore improving troubled ties
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: Th e
US and Turkey are set
to kick off comprehen-
sive talks on Thursday
to discuss if the NATO
allies can move beyond
deep rooted disagree-
ments over issues such
as Syria and Ankara’s
close ties with Russia.

Senior US and Turk-
ish officials are set to meet
at the State Department
for several rounds of talks

focusing on topics span-
ning Syria, Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, defense
cooperation, energy,
counterterrorism and the
Israel-Hamas war.

The conversations,
dubbed the Strategic
Mechanism, will set the
stage for a meeting on Fri-
day between US Secre-
tary of State Antony
Blinken and Turkish For-
eign Minister  Hakan
Fidan.
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LARKANA: A large number of Women participat-
ing in ‘’Aurat Azadi March’’ rally on the occasion
of Women’s International Day organized by Joint
Action Committee Sindh, in Larkana.

KARACHI: Town Municipal Corporation (TMC)
Saddar Vice Chairman, Abdul Rehman Motiwala
exchanging views with Ying Yundong, Consul Gen-
eral of Consulate General of China in Karachi dur-
ing meeting held in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Women activists scuffle with po-
lice personnel during Aurat March, a demonstra-
tion rally, to mark the International Women’s Day,
in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif distributing Khatoon-
e-Pakistan Awards among the high achievers women in their respective fields on
the eve of International Women Day.

CM seeks ADB’s $400m
support for construction of
additional 250,000 houses

Women’s role in process
of nation-building

unparalleled: Bilawal

After PHC and LHC,
SIC approaches SHC

over reserved seats issue

In collaboration with UN Women, IFC, CFASP & WOB

Gong ceremony held at PSX to
celebrate International Women’s Day

Ghotki police launches
operation for recovery

of Retik Kumar

CED organises seminar
to mark International

Women’s Day

SFA team inspects
cafeterias in Sindh

High CourtPolice raid
uncovers smuggled

Iranian diesel
in Keamari

KARACHI (APP): In a tar-
geted operation, Keamari
Police Station authorities
raided a compound in the
Site B area, uncovering a
stash of smuggled Iranian
diesel.

The raid resulted in the
apprehension of Muhib
Hassan, a suspect allegedly
involved in the illicit trade,
while another suspect, iden-
tified as Asif, managed to
evade capture.

The raid yielded a sig-
nificant haul, with authori-
ties seizing 630 liters of Ira-
nian diesel concealed within
a hidden compartment of a
truck parked inside the
compound.

Additionally, two ve-
hicles believed to be used
in the transportation of the
contraband, along with a li-
censed pistol and empty
cartridges, were recovered
from the scene.

Wanted suspect
killed in police

encounter
HYDERABAD (APP):
Hyderabad police shot
dead a wanted suspect
Rafique Gahelo in an en-
counter in the limits of
Naseem Nagar check post
of Qasimabad police sta-
tion.

The police spokesman
informed here on Friday
that the Naseem Nagar po-
lice received a tip-off about
presence of Gahelo near
embankment of river Indus
in Qasimabad.

He claimed that as
soon as the police reached
the locality Gahelo and his
associates resorted to firing
gunshots on the cops.

The spokesman said
Gehelo sustained a fatal
gunshot during the exchange
of firing and died.

According to him, the
suspected dacoit was
wanted in at least 32 differ-
ent criminal cases.

He belonged to village
Bachal Gahelo in Matiari
district.

He told that Gahelo
was wanted to Hyderabad,
Matiari and Sanghar police
in a number of cases of rob-
beries and other crimes.

LAHORE: Chairman PPP Bilawal Bhutto Zardari presides over the Punjab
Parliamentary Party meeting at Governor House Lahore.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi gifting books
to the National Library of Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

NICVD honored with
16th Corporate Social

Responsibility Awards-2024

Outlined by India, seeking more permanent seats

Pakistan rejects as ‘flawed’
UNSC reform proposal

Alvi gifts books
to National
Library of
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday presented his books
as a gift to the National Li-
brary of Pakistan, stressing
the need to develop a cul-
ture of book reading.

He presented the
books to the representa-
tives of the National Li-
brary of Pakistan and Na-
tional Heritage and Cultural
Heritage Division, a Presi-
dent House press release
issued here said.

On the occasion, he
said during his five years’
tenure, he had been encour-
aging the youth to read
books.

“Libraries play an im-
portant role in increasing
people’s access to knowl-
edge,” he said adding the
students should make full
use of the facilities of the
libraries in the country.

President Alvi said
that people of all ages could
benefit from the facilities of
libraries.

Pakistan stands shoulder
to shoulder with
Kashmiris: PM Senate passes resolution

on Int’l Women’s Day,
emphasizing gender equalityActing chairman Senate orders

to issue production order of
senator Ejaz Chaudhry

Successful raid
by PTA thwarts

illegal SIM
issuance in Lahore
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) Zonal
Office in Lahore, in close
collaboration with the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
(FIA) Cyber Crime Circle,
conducted a successful raid
against franchisee of a mo-
bile phone company located
in Chung, Lahore.

This franchisee was
found to be involved in the
illegal issuance of SIMs said
a news release.

During the raid, 1058
active SIMs were found
within SIM stock. The FIA
team confiscated these ac-
tive SIMs along with 12
BVS devices as evidence.

One person was also
apprehended on the pre-
mises by the FIA team.
An FIR in this regard has
been registered and FIA is
currently investigating
the matter.

KARACHI (APP): A delega-
tion of Asian Development
Bank (ADB), led by Mr Hong
Soo Lee called on Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah here Friday and dis-
cussed with him the construc-
tion of another 250,000
houses for flood-affected
people and agreed to negoti-
ate terms and conditions for a
$400 million project.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Secretary
Dr Fakhre Alam, Secretary
to CM Raheem Shaikh,
Chairman P&D Board
Shakil Mangnejo, Secretary
Finance Kazim Jatoi and
CEO SPHF Khalid Shaikh.
The delegation of ADB in-
cluded Head of Water Re-
sources and Emergency

Assistance Mian Shaukat,
Economist Mr Jules Hugot,
Project Analyst Ms Rabia
and others.

The chief minister
said that he was looking for
funding to construct
250,000 houses for flood-
affected people. He added
that $400 million was re-
quired for the project and
an additional $100 million
for the development of
community infrastructure.

Murad Ali Shah said
that he wanted to construct
an external sewerage with
soaked pits and septic
tanks, drinking water facil-
ity and drainage system.
“We are also planning to
provide solar units, and
washrooms to the houses

being built for flood-af-
fected houses,” he said.

CEO SPHF Khalid
Shaikh said that 100,000
houses have been con-
structed and work on oth-
ers was in progress.

The CM said that his
Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari in his elec-
tion manifesto had an-
nounced the construction of
low-cost houses for poor
people. “We are also look-
ing for donors to construct
houses apart from flood-
affected people,” he said.

The meeting decided
the paperwork of the $400
project of 250,000 houses
would be completed to
present them for the ADB
Board meeting.

M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(Online): Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif has said that Pakistan
will continue to stand
shoulder to shoulder with
the Kashmiris in their just
struggle for their inalienable
right to self-determination.

He expressed the re-
solve during his meeting
with Prime Minister of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Chaudhry Anwar-ul-Haq
during his visit to
Muzaffarabad today.

The Prime Minister
also assured Pakistan’s un-
conditional support to the
Prime Minister of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir for the
Kashmir cause.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Prime Minister of
Azad Kashmir congratu-
lated Shehbaz Sharif on as-
suming the office of the
Prime Minister of Pakistan
and expressed his best
wishes.

He also thanked
Shehbaz Sharif for under-
taking the visit of Azad
Kashmir immediately after
assuming the office of the
Prime Minister.

He said the visit of
Shehbaz Sharif to express
solidarity with the
Kashmiris, affected by tor-
rential rains, reflects that
hearts of Pakistani people
always throb with their
Kashmiri brethren.

KARACHI (APP): The
National Institute of Car-
diovascular Diseases
(NICVD) proudly an-
nounces its recognition at
the prestigious 16th Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility
Awards held in Islamabad.

According to state-
ment issued here on Friday,
the Administrative Execu-
tive of the NICVD Dr. Tariq
Ahmed Shaikh received the
award on behalf of institute
from the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly of
Azad Jammu & Kashmir
Chaudhary Latif Akbar.

Congratulating the
NICVD team,  Executive
Director Prof Tahir Saghir
said that the esteemed award

acknowledges NICVD’s un-
wavering commitment to
corporate social responsi-
bility and its significant con-
tributions to the betterment
of society. The institute’s
dedication to advancing car-
diovascular health and fos-
tering community well-be-
ing has earned them this dis-
tinguished accolade. Prof.
Saghir further added that in
a short span of 7 years,
NICVD established 10 full-
fledged hospitals and 28
Chest Pain Units across
Sindh. The network of
NICVD hospitals and Chest
Pain Units have been pro-
viding prompt and easily ac-
cessible cardiac services to
the people of Pakistan.

KARACHI (APP):The
College Education Depart-
ment Government of Sindh
organised a significant semi-
nar here at Government
Girls College Zamzama and
commemorating Interna-
tional Women’s Day.

The event, designed to
honor the accomplishments
of women while addressing
vital issues concerning gen-
der mainstreaming in the
workplace, brought to-
gether an array of distin-
guished guests, educators,
and students.

Secretary College
Education Sindh, Sadaf
Anees Sheikh, graced the
occasion as the chief guest,
delivering an impactful lec-
ture on “Gender
Mainstreaming and Dy-
namics of Shared Work-
place.” Esteemed guests in-

cluding Director Colleges
Karachi, Prof. Mustafa
Kamal Pathan and Director
Finance Colleges Sindh, Dr.
Qasim Rajpar, added their
expertise in the seminar.

Secretary Sadaf Anees
Sheikh emphasized the ne-
cessity of expanding the
understanding of gender
beyond traditional stereo-
types, highlighting the im-
portance of integrating gen-
der-sensitive practices into
public policy structures to
achieve institutionalized
equality.

Sheikh also shed
light on the challenges
hindering gender
mainstreaming efforts,
citing Pakistan’s concern-
ing ranking of 145th out of
146 countries in the World
Economic Forum’s 2022
Global Gender Gap Index.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Pakistan has firmly
rejected a UN Security
Council reform model pro-
posed by the aspirants for
permanent seats (India,
Brazil, Germany and Ja-
pan), saying any expansion
in the permanent category
will compound the 15-
member body paralysis,
and prevent the majority of
small and medium-sized
states from serving on it.

The plan, presented
on Thursday by India on
behalf of the so-called
Group of Four nations,
proposes the Council’s
membership from 15 to 25-
26, adding six permanent

and four or five non-perma-
nent members, while hint-
ing at “flexibility” on the
veto issue.

“As a member of the
Uniting for Consensus
(UfC) Group, it is evident
that our position has con-
sistently opposed the issue
of the creation of new per-
manent members,” Ambas-
sador Munir Akram, per-
manent representative of
Pakistan to the UN, told the
long-running Intergovern-
mental Negotiations (IGN)
aimed at restructuring the
Security Council to make it
most effective, representa-
tive and accountable.

On its part, the UfC

group has proposed a new
category of members—not
permanent members —
with longer duration in
terms and a possibility to
get re-elected.

Emphasizing that the
two basic vectors for re-
form were expansion and
equitable representation,
Ambassador Akram said
the G-4 model would direct
the effort in the “opposite
direction”, noting it would
expand 6 new permanent
seats, but only 5 new non-
permanent seats—making
the proportion of the mem-
bers who are permanent
versus those who are non-
permanent even greater.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Acting Chairman Senate has
ordered to issue production
order of imprisoned sena-
tor Ejaz Chaudhry.

Senator Ali Zafar said
during Senate session on Fri-
day that treasury and op-
position benches have
unanimously demanded that
production order of senator
Zafrar ALi be issued who is
arrested by Punjab Police.

He went on to say these
powers rest with chairman
Senate as per rule 84  that
production order of senator
Ejaz Chaudhry  be issued by
him and the imprisoned
senator be given opportu-
nity to attend the session.
Casting vote on the occasion
of presidential election is
right of Senator Ejaz
Chaudhry and he should re-
main present here.

Independent Report
KARACHI: Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) celebrated
International Women’s Day
2024 with a gong ceremony
in collaboration with UN
Women, International Fi-
nance Corporation (IFC),
CFA Society Pakistan
(CFASP) and Women On
Board (WOB). The theme
for this year’s event was
‘Invest in Women: Acceler-
ate Progress’.

Eminent women lead-
ers and professionals from
the business and corporate
sectors, as well as distin-
guished women from the
media, arts, sports and aca-
demics participated in the
celebration. This year’s cel-
ebrations included ringing
the bell and speeches by the
distinguished women lead-
ers and by men champion-

ing the cause of gender
equality & inclusivity. A
seminar was also conducted
as part of the event celebra-
tions.

The seminar included
industry experts and rep-
resentatives from CFA In-
stitute of Pakistan deliver-
ing insights into profes-
sional excellence and resil-

ience of women leaders.
Moreover, an Investor
Awareness Session for
women was also held by
PSX as part of the
Women’s Day activities.
PSX joined more than a 100
exchanges all over the world
under the aegis of World
Federation of Exchanges
(WFE), of which PSX is an

Affiliate Exchange, to mark
this important day this
year. The gong was struck
by prominent women lead-
ers in their respective pro-
fessions & businesses and
by distinguished male
champions of women em-
powerment.

This year, ConnectHear
collaborated as the accessi-
bility partner for the event.
This aligned well with PSX’s
and its collaborating part-
ners’ efforts on inclusivity
and positive consideration
for differently abled people.
ConnectHear provides ser-
vices of interpreting spoken
words into sign language.

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Ahmed Chinoy H.I.
S.I., Board Member PSX,
stated, “The significance of
marking International
Women’s Day is multifold.

KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh High Court (SHC) on
Friday accepted a petition
filed by the Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) seeking the
allocation of reserved seats
for women and minorities
in the province.

The party, which was
joined by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) af-
filiated backed independent
candidates who had won the
February 8 general elections
to claim reserved seats, filed
the plea today.

The court accepted
the PTI-backed party’s re-
quest for an urgent hearing
of the petition in view of

the importance of the mat-
ter.

On March 4, the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) ruled that PTI-
backed SIC is not eligible
for the reserved seats allot-
ted to women and minori-
ties.

Following the elec-
toral body’s verdict, the
party approached the
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) against the reserved
seats matter.

The court  on
Wednesday barred the
oath-taking of lawmakers
notified on reserved seats
denied to the SIC.

KARACHI (APP): Chair-
man, Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, has ex-
tended his heartfelt tribute
to the indomitable spirit,
resilience, and unwavering
commitment of Pakistani
women in shaping the des-
tiny of the nation.

“Their role in the pro-
cess of nation-building is
unparalleled, and today, as
we celebrate International
Women’s Day, it is essen-
tial to acknowledge and ap-
preciate the invaluable con-
tributions of our women”,
he said.

PPP Chairman, in his
message on Women’s Day,
said that throughout the his-
tory of his party, it has been
committed to championing
the cause of women’s
rights, welfare, and inde-
pendence. Under the vi-
sionary leadership of
Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the
nation witnessed the initia-
tion of groundbreaking poli-
cies aimed at empowering

women and ensuring their
active participation in all
spheres of life.

He said that Shaheed
Bhutto’s commitment to
social justice laid the foun-
dation for a more inclusive
and equitable society.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari highlighted that un-
der the leadership of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, Pakistan
reached historic milestones
in women’s rights, adding
that as the first woman to
lead a Muslim-majority
country, she shattered the
barriers and drove progress
in gender equality, educa-
tion, and healthcare.

“Bibi Shaheed’s ten-
ures witnessed the estab-
lishment of the First
Women Bank, Women Po-
lice Stations, and concrete
initiatives such as the Lady
Health Workers Program
and Land Allotment to
Women Peasants Program,
leaving an enduring legacy
for Pakistani women,” he
pointed out.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The upper house on Friday
passed a resolution regard-
ing International Women’s
Day presented by Senator
Sania Nishtar, Senator Sana
Jamali and Senator Seemee
Ezdi.

The resolution em-
phasized the importance of
‘Gender Equality Through
Economic Empowerment’,
as highlighted by the theme
for International Women’s
Day, consistent with the
priority theme of the
United Nation’s 68th Com-
mission on the Status of
Women aimed at advancing
economic inclusion for
women and girls globally.

It recognized the per-
sistent disparities and chal-
lenges faced by women and
girls worldwide, including
but not limited to eco-

nomic, social, and political
barriers that hinder their full
participation and contribu-
tion to society.

It further said that the
Senate of Pakistan recom-
mends that the Government
should take measures to en-
sure and enhance women’s
economic inclusion, includ-
ing but not limited to En-
hancing recruitment, reten-
tion and development op-
portunities for female tal-
ent through effective edu-
cation and skills programs.

Facilitating support
mechanisms for women and
girls to access leadership,
decision-making roles, en-
trepreneurship and science,
technology, engineering, and
math (STEM) fields
through strategic planning
and educational reforms
were also urged.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Food Authority (SFA) team
have inspected the two caf-
eterias established in Sindh
High Court (SHC).

The inspection was
conducted on the request of
office bearers of Sindh High
Court Bar Association
(SHCBA), under the super-
vision of Director General
SFA Agha Fakhar Hussain,
said a statement on Friday.

On the occasion of in-
spection, the cleanliness of
both the cafeterias was
found to be very poor.

The staff members
working in the cafeterias
were not experienced in
food handling according to
hygiene rules. SFA will pro-

vide training to cafeteria
staff on food safety and
food handling.

Improvement notices
were also given to the man-
agement of the cafeterias.

On the occasion of the
inspection, the DG SFA
also warned the manage-
ment of cafeterias to im-
prove the sanitation situa-
tion.

Meanwhile, the team
of SFA also destroyed the
expired items from the
warehouse in Korangi.

It should be noted that
a large number of expired
juice boxes and mineral wa-
ter bottles were recovered
from a warehouse in
Korangi.

By Tanveer Ahmed
Soomro

MIRPUR MATHELO:
Ghotki police launched a
targeted operation in sub-
division Kuchu Bundi
Kucha area to recover the
hostage Retik Kumar and
other hostages. , ongoing
against Mir Ahmad Jagirani
gang and others. The camps
of many robbers were de-
stroyed,

      According to the
details, the joint operation
of the police and rangers
against the robbers contin-
ued on the last fourth day
in the area of ??police sta-
tion Kuchu Bundi 2 of

Kuchu Bundi sub-division
while one Rangers official
was injured Ghotki.

All entrances and ex-
its of Kacha have been
closed by the police. Dur-
ing the operation, there is
an exchange of fire between
the dacoits and the police.
Crime No. 06/2024 Section
324.353.148 at Police Sta-
tion Kuchu Bundi 2. A case
under 149 TPC has been
registered against dacoits
Ali Hasan Jagirani, Mir
Ahmad Jagirani and others.
Ghotki police have taken
some suspects into cus-
tody who are being inves-
tigated.


