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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif being briefed about the relief and rehabili-
tation activities in the wake of recent torrential rains as well as weather forecast and preparedness.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif being
briefed during his visit to Naval Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari welcom-
ing the Commander of the Bahrain National Guard,
General Sheikh Mohammad bin Isa bin Salman
Al-Khalifa, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

PM directs for a report over
provision of relief to recent

rain affected people
ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday directed for submission of a
report regarding quick and transparent provision of relief
to the people affected by recent torrential rains across the
country.

He also directed the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) to accomplish a joint survey report
in collaboration with the provinces, besides enhancement
of cooperation with the provinces to face the future ca-
lamities.

The PM also sought an implementation report over
his directive in the previous tenure regarding technical
improvement of NDMA, PM Office Media Wing said in
a press release.

The prime minister was given a detailed briefing by
the NDMA about the relief and rehabilitation activities in
wake of recent torrential rains as well as weather forecast
and preparedness.

The meeting was attended by Minister for Economic
Affairs and Establishment Ahad Khan Cheema, Chair-
man NDMA Lt Gen. Inam Haider Malik and relevant
senior officials. Minister for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal attended the meeting

through video link.
The meeting was apprised of the recent damages,

rescue efforts and distribution of assistance amount. The
NDMA with assistance of provinces; specially
Balochistan would soon complete a collective verifica-
tion survey over number of complete and partially dam-
aged houses.

Under the PM’s directive, a total of 766,000 kg dry
ration would be distributed in Gwadar till March 24, out
of which about 388,000 kg ration had been distributed so
far till March 16. Moreover, 97,000 kg ration had been
distributed in Quetta and Dalbadin, it was further in-
formed.

The PM directed that the relief process should be
completed immediately, besides ensuring transparency
in its distribution. With earlier completion of joint sur-
vey, the aid should be provided to the affected people
only, he stressed, adding that affected people from the
recent rains could not be left in despair and it was among
government’s top priority to support them.

The meeting was further informed about the weather
forecast during April to June and July to September in
the current season and the preparedness of NMDA.

Pakistan greatly values its
ties with Bahrain: Zardari

assuming the office for the
second time and expressed
the hope that Pakistan
would move forward under
his leadership. He said that
both countries enjoyed ex-
cellent defence cooperation
and expressed his gratitude
for  the supportive role of
the Armed Forces of Paki-
stan.  He also reiterated
Bahrain’s continued sup-
port to Pakistan. General
Sheikh Mohammad bin Isa
bin Salman Al-Khalifa ex-
tended an invitation to the
President to visit Bahrain.
The President thanked the
Commander of the Na-
tional Guard of Bahrain for
his visit and felicitations.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has said that Pakistan at-
taches great value to its fra-
ternal ties with Bahrain
which are based on shared
religion, culture and history.

He highlighted the need
to translate the bilateral re-
lations between Pakistan
and Bahrain into a mutually
rewarding economic part-
nership. The President ex-
pressed these views while
talking to the Commander
of the National Guard of
Bahrain, General Sheikh
Mohammad bin Isa bin
Salman Al-Khalifa, who
called on him, at Aiwan-e-
Sadr on Tuesday.

The Ambassador of
Bahrain to Pakistan, Mr
Mohamed Ibrahim Mohamed
Abdul Qader, was also
present during the meeting.
Welcoming the visiting
Commander, the President
said that Pakistan and
Bahrain enjoyed excellent
relations, which needed to
be further strengthened in
the areas of mutual inter-
est. He stated that it was
his firm belief that Pakistan
would grow stronger as it had
immense potential to be-
come a prosperous country.

During the meeting, the
Commander of the Na-
tional Guard of Bahrain fe-
licitated the President on

Pakistan denounces
fresh round of curbs on

Kashmiri political parties
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan on Tuesday de-
nounced the Indian au-
thorities’ decision to de-
clare the Jammu and Kash-
mir Peoples Freedom
League and four factions of
Jammu and Kashmir
Peoples League as “unlaw-
ful associations”.

It also denounced the
decision to extend the ban
on Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front (Mohd
Yasin Malik faction) for
five more years, Foreign
Office Spokesperson said
in a press statement.

India’s ongoing cam-
paign to crush dissent in
the Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) contravened the
international human rights
and humanitarian law as
well as democratic norms,
the spokesperson further
said.

“The Government of
India is urged to lift the
curbs on the banned

Kashmiri parties; release all
the political prisoners, in-
cluding Yasin Malik; and
implement the UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions on
Jammu and Kashmir,” it
was reiterated.

With the fresh notifi-
cations, a total of 14
Kashmiri political parties
have become outlawed in
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).

The affiliates of these
parties are also facing per-
secution. Most notably, a
death penalty has been
sought for Yasin Malik,
who was awarded life sen-
tence in 2022.

“However, such op-
pressive tactics cannot
suppress the Kashmiri
people’s aspirations for re-
alization of their inalien-
able right to self-determina-
tion, as enshrined in the rel-
evant UN Security Council
Resolutions,” it was
stressed.

Kh Asif, Naval Chief
discuss Regional Maritime

Security, operational
preparedness

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for De-
fence Khawaja Muhammad
Asif called on Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf and discussed with
him matters pertaining to
Regional Maritime Security
milieu and operational
readiness of Pakistan Navy.

Upon arrival at Naval
Headquarters Islamabad,
the Defence Minister was
received by Chief of the
Naval Staff and was pre-
sented guard of honour. The
Defence Minister was also
introduced to the Principal
Staff Officers at Naval
Headquarters.

Naval Chief Admiral
Naveed Ashraf apprised the
Defence Minister on roles,
capabilities and future
modernization plans of Pa-
kistan Navy.

He briefed the minister
on recent acquisitions of
state-of-the-art platforms and
equipment to ensure an invin-

cible seaward defence of the
country.

Later on a detailed brief-
ing was presented by
Deputy Chief of Naval
Staff (Operations) on the
prevailing maritime envi-
ronment, challenges being
faced by Pakistan Navy and
response by Pakistan Navy
to meet the challenges. At
the end of the briefing rec-
ommendations were given
to the Defence Minister for
capability enhancement of
PN and promotion of mari-
time sector (Blue Economy)
for revival of the national
economy.  Khawaja
Muhammad Asif appreciated
the importance of Pakistan
Navy to safeguard maritime
interest of the country.

The Defence Minister
assured that his Ministry
will make all efforts to meet
the requirements of Paki-
stan Navy despite the pre-
vailing economic con-
straints.

CM Punjab visits residence of Lt. Col
Syed Kashif Ali Shaheed at Chaklala

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz visited the residence of Lieutenant
Colonel Syed Kashif Ali Shaheed at Chaklala in Rawalpindi and paid homage for his
supreme sacrifice for the motherland.

He was martyred in the terrorist attack in Mir Ali Tehsil of North Waziristan.
Talking to the Shaheed’s Mother on this occasion, she said that your brave son

made not only you but the entire nation proud.
Terming the brave sons of soil as the iron wall of safety, peace and security of

country, the Chief Minister said that the entire nation will remain indebted and grateful
for the sacrifices of the martyrs and their families.

Maryam Nawaz also offered fateha for the Shaheed and commiserated with the
bereaved family of the martyr.

The Punjab Chief Minister also visited the residence of Captain Ahmed Badar
Shaheed and met with parents and family members of the Shaheed.

Zardari felicitates
Putin on victory
in Presidential

elections
ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Asif Ali Zardari
has felicitated Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
his victory in Presidential
elections.

In a post on his X
handle, he expressed the
confidence that relations
between Pakistan and Rus-
sia will grow further under
the dynamic leadership of
Vladimir Putin

PM calls for ensuring
early implementation of
Pak-Kuwait agreements

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday called for
concerted efforts from both
sides to ensure the early
implementation of seven
agreements worth US$ 10
billion signed between Pa-
kistan and Kuwait in No-
vember last year.

The bilateral ties were
discussed in a meeting be-
tween Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Ambas-
sador of the State of Ku-
wait to Pakistan Nassar
Abdulrahman Jasser
Almutairi who called on
him here.

The prime minister
noted with satisfaction that
both countries had signed
seven agreements for coop-
eration in diverse areas in-
cluding food security, tech-
nology, hydel power, min-
ing and minerals, water
supply and mangrove reha-
bilitation, a PM Office
press release said.

In this context, he em-
phasized the role of the
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC)
which provided a robust

and efficient mechanism to
attract foreign investment
into Pakistan.

He said that Pakistan
attached great importance
to its historic and deep-
rooted ties with Kuwait.

He thanked the Kuwaiti
leadership, including Amir
of Kuwait Sheikh Mishal
Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al
Sabah, for the warm wishes
and felicitations on his re-
election.

The PM expressed the
desire to work closely with
them to further strengthen
the bilateral relationship
with a focus on trade and
investment. He also ex-
tended an invitation to
Amir of Kuwait to visit
Pakistan at his earliest con-
venience.

The Kuwaiti ambassa-
dor thanked Pakistan for its
support to Kuwait in diffi-
cult times.

He thanked former
Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
for his strong public sup-
port to Kuwait’s indepen-
dence and sovereignty dur-
ing the 1990-91 crisis.

US asks Taliban to stop
terrorist attacks against

Pakistan from Afghan soil
WASHINGTON (APP):
The United States has called
on the Taliban to ensure that
terrorist attacks against Pa-
kistan are not launched from
Afghan soil.

Asked to comment on
Pakistan’s “intelligence-
based anti-terrorist opera-
tions” inside the border re-
gions of A fghanistan ,
S t a t e  Dep a r tme n t
sp o kes man  Ved a n t
Patel said that the US
“deeply” regrets the loss
of life and “injustices”
sustained during an attack
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. Seven Pakistani
troops were killed in the
terrorist attack at a secu-
ri ty post  in  North
Waziristan’s Mir Ali area
on Saturday.

“We urge the Taliban to
ensure that terrorist attacks
are not launched from Af-

ghan soil and we urge Paki-
stan to exercise restraint and
ensure civilians are not
harmed in their counter-ter-
rorism efforts,” Patel told his
daily news briefing on Mon-
day.

“And we urge both sides
to address any differences.
We remain committed to en-
suring that Afghanistan never
again becomes a safe haven
for terrorists who wish to
harm the United States and
our partners and allies,” he
added.

Last month, the U.N.
Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring
Team said in a report that
al-Qaida operatives were
increasingly assisting TTP
militants to launch cross-
border attacks. And some
ruling Taliban members
joined TTP, the report
noted.

Terrorists to be
given befitted
reply: Naqvi

LAHORE (APP): Fed-
eral Interior Minister
Syed Mohsin Raza
Naqvi has said that ter-
rorists who attack on
Pakistan will be given
a befitted reply.

Talking to the me-
dia after appearing for
scrutiny of his nomina-
tion papers for Senate
elections at the Provin-
cial Election Commis-
sioner Punjab Office on
Tuesday, he empha-
sized that there would
be no compromise on
terrorism and no one
would be allowed to
in f r ing e  up on  t he
co untr y ’ s  sove r -
eignty. He added that
no leniency would be
shown in this regard.

In response to a
question,  he s tated
that illegally residing
foreign nationals
would be repatriated,
and the Federal Inves-
t igation Agency
would be revamped
and strengthened.

To another  ques-
t ion about  the  cur -
rent wave of terror-
ism in  the country,
h e  a f f i r med that it
would be countered and
eliminated at any cost.
Responding to inquir-
ies about social  me-
dia, he clarified that
there are no restric-
tions on freedom of
expression,  but i t
should not be  mis-
used.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb was called on
by H.E. Mr. Donald Blome, Ambassador of the United
States of America & discussed matters of mutual
interest, economic & financial relations between
the two countries.

May 9 case

ATC issues arrest warrants
for CM Gandapur, 12

other PTI leaders
RAWALPINDI (INP): An
anti-terrorism court
(ATC) on Tuesday is-
sued arrest warrants for
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur and 11
other PTI leaders in
cases relating May 9
mayhem.  According to
details, the ATC Judge
Malik Ijaz Asif directed
to produce the accused
before the court on
April 2.

The accused have
been named in the light
of 164 statements of
Wasiq Qayyum Abbasi,

Sadaqat Abbasi, and
Umar Tanveer Butt.

The ATC has issued
the warrants of KP CM
Ali Amin Gandapur,
Shabbir  Awan,
Shehbaz Gill, Musrrat
Jamshed Cheema,
Murad Saeed, Dr
Shireen Mazari, and
Shibli Faraz.

It is worth to men-
tion here that the PTI
leaders were accused of
damaging 15 offices,
metro bus station, and
government property
during the May 9 pro-
tests.

Court acquits
Hassan, Hussain

Nawaz in
three references
ISLAMABAD (APP): An
Accountability Court (AC)
on Tuesday acquitted
Hassan and Hussain Nawaz
from three references in-
cluding Flagship, Avenfield
Property and Al-Azizia
Steel Mills. The court an-
nounced the verdict which
was earlier reserved after
hearing arguments from re-
spondents.

During the course of
proceeding, the defence
lawyer argued that
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) had already acquit-
ted former prime minister
Nawaz Shari f  and
Maryam Nawaz in same
reference.

Pakistan, US discuss
bilateral cooperation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of the United
States to Pakistan, Donald
Blome, paid a courtesy visit
to Minister for Finance &
Revenue, Muhammad
Aurangzeb here Tuesday to
discuss important matters
related to bilateral coopera-
tion and mutual interests
between Pakistan and the
United States.

The ambassador ex-
tended felicitations to
Muhammad Aurangzeb
upon his appointment as
Minister for Finance and
Revenue and conveyed
confidence towards further
strengthening of economic
ties between the two coun-
tries, according to press

statement issued by fi-
nance ministry.

He congratulated gov-
ernment on positive step
taken so far that resulted in
visibly positive signs in the
economy and hoped that it
will help further stabilize
the economy. The minister
warmly welcomed the am-
bassador and underscored
the significance of Paki-
stan-US bilateral relations,
highlighting their impor-
tance at political, economic,
and security levels. He
shared that the new govern-
ment was fully prepared to
tackle the economic chal-
lenges and is determined to
bring about macroeconomic
stability in the country.

PTI moves
IHC for rally
permission in

Islamabad
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has approached
the Islamabad High
Court seeking permis-
sion to hold a rally in
the federal capital on
March 30th. A petition
fi led by PTI leader
Aamir Mughal, repre-
sented by lawyer Sher
Afzal Marwat, requests
the court’s authoriza-
tion for the gathering.

The petition names
the Interior Secretary,
Chief Commissioner
Islamabad, and Inspec-
tor General Islamabad
as respondents.

PTI seeks court or-
ders allowing the rally
to proceed at 10 pm on
March 30th, with Parade
Ground F9 Park or D
Chowk as their pre-
ferred venues.
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Afghan turbulence
Relations between the newly formed government
and Afghanistan’s de facto Taliban rulers have be-
gun on an inauspicious note. After seven security
personnel were martyred in a terrorist attack in North
Waziristan on Saturday, Pakistan hit targets in
Paktika and Khost provinces early on Monday tar-
geting “terrorists belonging to [the] Hafiz Gul
Bahadur Group”, according to an FO statement re-
leased yesterday.

Afghan officials, on the other hand, claimed
“civilian homes” had been struck. Moreover, there
were reports of cross-border exchanges of fire in
Kurram district on Monday. Militants had also
staged attacks in Mohmand, Nowshera and Bannu
over the weekend.

What is important at this juncture is that matters
do not escalate with Kabul. While terrorist attacks
targeting civilians as well as security personnel are a
red line and cannot go unanswered, and the frontiers
must be defended, unilateral action should not be-
come the norm. This will only cause further deterio-
ration of ties with the Afghan Taliban, and Pakistan
may lose whatever leverage it has with Kabul, add-
ing to our security concerns. Soon after the new gov-
ernment took over, there was a routine exchange of
pleasantries between the foreign minister and his
Afghan counterpart, as both vowed to expand coop-
eration in various sectors, including security. The
North Waziristan attack and its fallout, however, have
come as a painful reality check, and are the
government’s first test on the Afghan front of its
management of relations with Kabul.

Both sides must verify where the attacks target-
ing Pakistan originated from. While Afghan Taliban
officials insist their territory is not being used by
terrorists, there is a lot of evidence suggesting other-
wise. Pakistan has raised the issue of militant sanctu-
aries in Afghanistan at the UN whose officials have
similarly highlighted the presence of numerous mili-
tant groups in Afghanistan. Instead of feigning ig-
norance, the Afghan Taliban should take action to
stop anti-Pakistan fighters from launching attacks
inside this country, especially if they are serious in
their quest to be accepted as Afghanistan’s legiti-
mate government. While clear threats to national se-
curity must be immediately neutralised, Pakistan has
to use carrots and sticks with the Taliban to perma-
nently solve the militancy problem. The FO has hinted
at a similar line of action and of working “towards
finding joint solutions in countering terrorism”. Com-
munication channels should remain open, and Paki-
stan should ask Afghanistan to take action against
verified terrorist sanctuaries across the border. More-
over, China, which offers a financial lifeline to the
Kabul regime, can also be asked to take punitive mea-
sures if the Taliban refuse to crack down on militants
on their soil. The terrorist threat from Afghanistan-
based groups can destabilise the entire region, which
is why all regional states should work on a common
counterterrorism agenda with Kabul, along with us-
ing bilateral channels.

Blood carbon
Masood Lohar

Amid the pressing need
to confront climate
change, the emergence
of carbon markets has
gained prominence. In
these markets, industries
acquire the privilege of
emitting carbon dioxide
by committing to safe-
guarding forests or
implementing other off-
sets. Although widely
seen as a potent tool for
conservation, apprehen-
sions persist regarding
its potential adverse ef-
fects on local communi-
ties, particularly in devel-
oping nations where
mangroves face clear-
ance for profitable
endeavours such as fish
and shrimp aquaculture
or real estate develop-
ment. The term ‘blood
carbon’ describes the
dark side of these carbon
trading schemes. The
aggressive land acquisi-
tion strategies employed
by certain entities have
raised concerns about
the unjust eviction of in-
digenous communities
from their ancestral
lands. The Ogiek
people’s plight in Kenya
serves as a stark re-
minder of the human
cost associated with
these carbon credit ini-
tiatives.

For example, in the
pursuit of carbon cred-
its, a UAE-based firm has
been criticised for em-
barking on an extensive
land acquisition initiative
for mangrove plantation
and conservation. This
programme spans mul-
tiple African nations, in-
cluding Kenya, Zimba-
bwe, Liberia, Zambia, and
Tanzania, and has drawn
the attention of environ-
mentalists and human
rights activists, raising
concerns about poten-
tial displacement of in-
digenous people.

T h e
characterisation of cur-
rent events as a contem-
porary form of colonial-
ism has stimulated ethi-
cal deliberations on the
prioritisation of carbon
sequestration initiatives

over the well-being of
vulnerable communities.
A striking illustration of
this concern unfolds
with the ongoing pre-
dicament of the Ogiek
people in Kenya’s Mau
Forest. Kenyan Presi-
dent William Ruto, justi-
fying their coerced dis-
placement, presents it as
a climate-driven measure
to safeguard the forests
from what he deems “il-
legal settlers”. This jus-
tification has triggered
profound ethical de-
bates regarding the po-
tential adverse impact of
carbon sequestration ef-
forts on marginalised
communities, with some
activists drawing paral-
lels with a modern form
of colonial exploitation.

The Ogiek, ac-
knowledged as the tradi-
tional custodians of the
Mau Forest, have en-
dured violent evictions
and land seizures span-
ning decades. Despite
legal triumphs, including
a 2017 ruling by the Afri-
can Court on Human
and Peoples Rights af-
firming their land rights,
the Kenyan government
has drawn criticism for
persistently flouting
these judgements.

The situation faced
by the Ogiek is not iso-
lated; it mirrors the
struggles of numerous
first nation communities
globally. These commu-
nities find themselves
fighting not only for their
lands but also against
the exploitative mecha-
nisms of carbon credit
trading. The term ‘blood
carbon’ aptly captures
the injustice and human
rights violations associ-
ated with these schemes.

In Pakistan, for the
first time Sindh Forest
Department has entered
into a carbon credit
agreement, selling 3.1
million credits valued at
$40m to the Delta Blue
Carbon company. The
60:40 partnership
prompts questions
about transparency and
inclusiveness, especially
considering that a sig-
nificant portion of the

population in the man-
groves of the Indus del-
taic districts lives below
the poverty line. The fate
of these communities re-
mains uncertain, echo-
ing the concerns raised
by the Ogiek people in
Kenya. Similarly, ques-
tions arise as to whether
there was a proper ten-
dering process, encour-
aging competition and
giving enough leverage
to local stakeholders.

Recent research un-
derscores the critical role
that mangroves play in
sequestering carbon di-
oxide. Daniel Donato
from the US Department
of Ag---riculture’s Forest
Service reveals that man-
groves sto-re aro-und
three to four times more
carbon per hect-are than
rainforests in temperate
or tropical zones. How-
ever, the ra--pid loss of
these ecosystems, esti-
mated at a third to half
globally in the last 50
years, releases substan-
tial quantities of green-
house gases, equivalent
to up to 10 per cent of
the global toll from de-
forestation.

In light of these chal-
lenges, there is a call for
a paradigm shift in car-
bon credit systems.
Rather than trading car-
bon as a financial com-
modity on global mar-
kets, the focus should be
on rewarding indigenous
communities and land
managers for their eco-
system services.

The story of ‘blood
carbon’ highlights the
need for a more equitable
and just approach to cli-
mate change mitigation.

Instead of evicting
traditional landowners
like the Ogiek, the world
should recognise and
compensate them for the
invaluable services they
provide in combating cli-
mate change.

It’s time to move
away from the exploit-
ative carbon credit sys-
tem and embrace a model
that prioritises environ-
mental justice and com-
munity well-being.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Kafkaesque set-up
Dr Niaz Murtaza

The emerging contours
of our new set-up depict
a murky labyrinth hiding
the conflicting pulls of
the elite interests of
multiple power centres,
none of them aligned
with the public interest.
Given these deep
cracks, can the
byzantine set-up last
and deliver?

A structure’s
strength reflects that of
its base. This set-up’s
weak base is rigged
polls. Over it, a huge
ivory tower has been
built by the actual pow-
ers to house willing
elites to project a
strength they lack. Each
faction has conflicting
interests that increase
the set-up’s instability.
The interests of the es-
tablishment — the pro-
verbial elephant in the
room — include pulling
us back from doom’s
edge, where its past ac-
tions got us, while re-
taining its political and
economic sway, with
other elites footing the
costs of reform.

Then there is the
PML-N, the ‘lion’ and
main ruler, which is ac-
tually a façade for the
new hybrid dispensa-
tion and its weakest cog,
given its dubious man-
date, infighting and 20th-
century mindset. Its
aims are to protect its
empire and that of allied
Punjab elites. But it sees
the wrath of the masses
and wants to drop them
enough crumbs to win
next time.

By foxily avoiding
the cabinet, the PPP
wants to hunt with the
hounds and run with the
hares. It will hug the set-
up when it does well, but
oppose it when it
doesn’t. Its aims are to
protect its own empire
and allied Sindh and
Balochistan elites and
seeing Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, the crown
prince, enthroned soon.

The fox alone can
topple the lion at the
centre but only if the es-

tablishment agrees. The
smaller parties need
crumbs too.

There are groups
outside the Leaning
Tower of Pisa pushing
to join the party inside
or topple it. The PTI, the
main one, represents
populist middle-class
fantasies and assorted
elite interests. The cor-
nered tigers want to re-
join the real powers
while evicting the lion,
or topple the tower if re-
buffed. There are reli-
gious lobbies (the
Jamaat-i-Islami, the JUI
and TLP) with nuisance
street power. The
banned TTP and Baloch
militants aim to topple it
outright. Many global
actors and events can
harm it too, for example,
India, Afghanistan,
Middle East wars and
Sino-US tiffs.

The set-up can de-
feat all these threats
only if it performs very
well. Unfortunately, in-
ternal conflicts and poor
capacities can stymie
this task. The prime min-
ister is better at super-
vising local projects
than leading federal
policy work. He may not
have control over the
three key posts: fi-
nance, interior and for-
eign. The interior
ironman is a newbie, said
to have been picked by
the establishment — ap-
parently, to clamp down
on the PTI, militants and
progressives. Dar lacks
the experience or finesse
for his job and will toe
Nawaz Sharif’s line, not
the prime minister’s, but
will be checkmated by
picks like Jilani. The fi-
nance guru has no loy-
alty to PML-N and his
selection, too, is sup-
posed to have been in-
fluenced by non-politi-
cal elements. For many,
Muhammad Aurangzeb
is the new saviour we
want to transform our
economy. Economic
progress needs macro-
economic stability, pro-
ductivity/ growth, eq-
uity and sustainability.
The last two will barely

hit the agenda. But can
he even deliver stability
and growth? Ensuring
stability requires solid
macroeconomic creden-
tials and public and IMF
experience (like
Shamshad Akhtar ’s),
which he lacks. He may
outshine Dar, but experi-
menting with inexperi-
ence with a very shaky
economy is risky.

We only chase
macroeconomic stabil-
ity once we are in the
midst of a full-blown cri-
sis via IMF’s austerity
menu. But durable sta-
bility comes by cre-
atively ex--panding ex-
ports, industry and
in--v-estments. This re--

quires able
pers-ons in commerce,
industry, investment, IT,
etc, with dynamic
glo--bal experience that
the incumbents badly
lack. Aurangzeb has
good credentials in
these business areas.
Can he alone transform
our non-dynamic
economy?

One can answer
this hard query about
the future via a simpler
one about the past. Like
Pakistan, its banks non-
dynamically make
money by investing in
safe public debt. Did he
put his bank on a new,
dynamic investment
path? No. Can he do
that then for a much big-
ger, complex and
politicised economy?

With productivity
and growth ruled out by
poor cabinet appoint-
ments, we will again
chase stability via IMF’s
menu. This will harm
elite interests and more
so the masses. Each fac-
tion will try to avoid the
cost of inevitable reform
as per its power and
guile, possibly leading
to conflict. So, this
tower may implode in a
few years. The PML-N
can avoid all that by
having able hands in a
dozen key economic
and social ministries to
ensure productivity and
equity before it’s too
late.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Federal Minister for Power, Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari, chairing a
meeting with Power Planning and Monitoring Company in Islamabad.

Commerce Minister
briefs on tariff reforms

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Commerce, Jam Kamal
Khan chaired a meeting on
Tuesday at the Ministry of
Commerce during which he
was briefed on tarrif
reforms and
rationalization.

The meeting was also
attended by the Secretary,
Mr. Khurram Agha and
key officials from the
Ministry.

The Minister was
briefed on the tariff reforms
and tariff rationalisation
undertaken by the Ministry
since the formation of the
Tariff Policy Board (TPB)
and explored the role of
tariffs in boosting exports

by ensuring the availability
of raw material at
competitive prices.

He was also briefed
on working of the TPB. The
meeting highlighted the
strategic importance of the
TPB in shaping Pakistan’s
tariff policy. Discussions
centered on the role of
Tariffs in Industrial,
especially export growth.

He was informed that
there was no Customs
duty on about one third of
the raw materials required
by the industry.

He was also informed
import of the machinery
and capital goods was also
facilitated via the Tariff
Policy.

He was also briefed
on the  progress on various
tariff rationalisation
measures which were in
pipeline.

The Minister
stressed on strategic  use of
tariffs to promote
industrialization in
conjunction with other
policies, like targeting
tariffs towards protecting
export oriented industries
for a limited period,
allowing them to gain a
foothold without
permanent dependence on
protection.

He directed the
Ministry to work on a plan
for tariff rationalisation
along these lines.

Shaza Fatima, PTCL
President discuss roll
out of 5G technology

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of IT and
Telecommunication, Shaza
Fatima Khawaja, and
President and Group CEO
of PTCL, Hatem Bamatraf,
discussed the rollout of 5G
technology, right-of-way
issues, and the crucial aspect
of fiberization within the
telecommunications sector.
The minister, during a
meeting, emphasized the
significant role of the
telecommunications sector
in the national economy.

Shaza Fatima stated
that efforts are underway to
expedite matters such as 5G,
right-of-way, and other issues
related to the telecom sector.
The PTCL President
expressed a desire to further
strengthen bilateral relations
between Pakistan and the
UAE. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
also met with the Chairman
of the Higher Education
Commission, Dr Mukhtar
Ahmed, and discussed in
detail the issues of IT
graduate training programs.

S. Korea’s
corporate

bond sale rises
in February

SEOUL (Xinhua/APP):
South Korea’s corporate
bond sale rose in single
digits last month due to
solid funding demand from
financial companies,
financial watchdog data
showed Tuesday.

The issuance of
corporate bonds amounted
to 26.24 trillion won (19.7
billion U.S. dollars) in
February, up 4.5 percent
compared to the previous
month, according to the
Financial Supervisory
Service (FSS).

Awais directs

PPMC to prepare proposals
for technological

interventions in power sector
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Power, Sardar Awais
Ahmad Khan Leghari,
directed the Power
Planning and Monitoring
Company (PPMC) on
Tuesday to prepare
proposals for technological
interventions in the power
sector.

“This step aims to
improve the efficiency of
the power sector by
utilizing modern
technology and to provide
maximum benefit to
consumers,” the minister
said while chairing a
meeting, according to a
news release.

During the meeting,

the Power Planning and
Monitoring Company
(PPMC) gave a
comprehensive briefing
regarding the performance
of DISCOs.

The minister issued a
directive for an immediate
assessment of the senior
executive management of
DISCOs. The minister has
tasked PPMC with
c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y
evaluating Disco’s Board of
Directors.

The move signals a
potential shake-up in
leadership, demonstrating
the government’s
proactive approach to
driving positive change
within the sector.

While chairing the
meeting on the
development projects of
NTDC, the minister
expressed dissatisfaction
with NTDC’s performance
and instructed the timely
completion of transmission
lines, which would affect
the evacuation of cheap
energy from hydel and
other sources. The minister
warned that no lapse would
be tolerated at any cost.

Meanwhile, Sardar
Awais Ahmed Khan
Leghari, who has been
assigned the portfolio of the
Ministry of Power by the
Prime Minister, is the
architect of transformative
sectoral reforms in Pakistan.

Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja in a meeting with President
and Group CEO PTCL Hatem Bamatraf in
Islamabad.

Minister reviews
development projects

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Agriculture
Minister, Muhammad
Sajjad on Tuesday visited
the Directorate General
Agricultural Engineering
Office  to oversee ongoing
projects.

During his inspection,
the minister emphasized
the timely completion of all
projects.

He personally
examined the agricultural
machinery workshop and
urged for its effective
utilization to enhance
agricultural productivity.

The minister
underscored the
importance of maximizing
benefits for farmers and
boosting agricultural
output to address food
scarcity.

Various ongoing

projects were discussed,
including the installation of
solar pumping systems,
establishment of tube
wells, and the promotion
of mechanized agriculture.

These initiatives, part
of different development
programs, aim to increase
agricultural productivity
and meet the rising demand
for food.

The Minister was
accompanied by  officials,
including Director-General
of Agricultural Engineering
Nasim Javaid, DG
Agriculture Extension Jan
Muhammad, and DG Soil
Conservation Muhammad
Yaseen Wazir.

The visit provided an
opportunity to assess
progress and ensure the
effective implementation
of development initiatives.

Federal Minister of Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Development Chaudhry Salik
Hussain in a meeting with the President of
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry Mr
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari in Islamabad.

Sri Lankan envoy for
increasing bilateral trade
up to $800mln with Pak

ISLAMABAD (INP):
High Commissioner of Sri
Lanka to Pakistan,
Ravindra Chandrasiri
Wijegunaratne has said that
Pakistan and Sri Lanka
intend to double the
bilateral trade between the
two countries to $800
million, for which the
potential in various sectors
in both countries should be
exploited.

At present, the
bilateral trade potential
between the two countries
is $1 billion, which is

achievable, but it will take
the bilateral trade to the
target of 800 million
dollars, the Ambassador
said.

The Sri Lankan
Ambassador in Pakistan
said here while talking to
the delegation led by
President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari, said a
press release issued by
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) here on Tuesday.

PML-N to provide
relief to farmers:
Musadik Malik

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal  Minister for
Petroleum and Energy,
Musadik Malik on
Tuesday said that
Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) led
government would deliver
all benefits directly to the
farmers to  promote
agriculture sector.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said the
government had extended
subsidies to  ferti l izer
firms in order to boost
agricultural production
but  the fert il izer
companies could not

forward the benefits to
the farmer community
which is  a matter  of
concern.

In reply to  a
quest ion,  he said the
government has planned
to control gas theft cases.

He said that Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL) and Sui
Southern Gas Company
Limited (SSGC) were
working to install smart
meters in all parts of the
country.

The smart meter, he
said would direct ly
benefit the consumers.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Fiveships namely, MSC
Precision-V, Xpress
Salween, Kotka, Crater and
Umm Bab, carrying
Container, Wheat and
LNG, berthed at Container
Terminal, Grain Terminal
and Engro Elengy Terminal
respectively on Monday.

Meanwhile two more
ships, Nimble Nicky and
MSC Shy scheduled to
load/offload Iron Ore and
Container also arrived at
outer-anchorage of the Port
Qasim during last 24 hours.

A total of eight ships
were engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours, out
of them three ships, Kotka,
Xpress Salween and Hafnia
Shanghai left the Port on
today morning, while three
more ships, MSC Precision-
V, Elephanta and Melody
are expected to sail on
today afternoon. Cargo
volume of 191,327 tonnes,
comprising 117,963 tonnes
imports cargo and 73,364
tonnes export cargo carried
in 5,520 Containers (2,194
TEUs Imports and 3,326
TEUs export) was handled
at the port during last 24
hours. Eight ships at Outer
Anchorage of Port Qasim,
out of them three ships,
MSC Shy.
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GILGIT: Member Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly Amjad Hussain advocate
chairing a meeting GB Assembly Committee on Telecommunication issue
in Gilgit-Baltistan at Assembly Secretariat.

LAHORE: Visitors look at paintings in an
exhibition at Al Hamra Art Council in the
Provincial Capital.

RAWALPINDI: Volunteers distribute food among
the people in fast during the Holy Month of
Ramadan at Satellite Town.

WHO refurbishes 63 health
facilities damaged by devastating
climate induced disasters in KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
World Health
Organization (WHO), in
its strive for ensuring
health service, has
refurbished around 63
health facilities in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa that had
become almost  non-
functional after  being
badly impacted by climate
induced disasters
especially the devastating
floods of 2022.

The in i t iat ive  o f
refurbishment of health
facilities was taken in
response to  the
d isas trous  f loods  in
Pakis tan  dur ing year
2022 and other climate
change related incidents
including erratic rains,
hailstorms, windstorms

etc, said Dr. Babar Alam,
WHO head in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Talking to APP after
inauguration of a flood
affected Basic Health Unit
(BHU) at Kotkay village in
Charsadda district, Dr.
Babar said the
rehabilitation process is in
progress in the whole
country.

The refurbished
health facilities in KP are
in districts including
Charsadda, Chitral,
D.I.Khan, Kohistan
Upper, Nowshera, Swat,
Tank, Hangu, Dir Lower,
Haripure, Manshera and
Abbotabd.

The rehabilitated
health facilities included
Basic Health Units

(BHUs), Rural Health
Centers (RHCs), Labor
Rooms, Tehsil Headquarter
Hospital etc.

Around 15 health
facilities are renovated in
Dera Ismail Khan
(D.I.Khan) district of KP
witnessing maximum
damage due to 2022
floods.  Similarly,  11
health providing buildings
were revamped in Swat
district.

For improvement of
routine immunization,
WHO has supported the
refurbishment of seven
Divisional  Expanded
Programme for
Immunisation (EPI) halls in
Mardan, Hangu, D.I.Khan,
Bannu, Swat, Manshera
and Abbotabad.

AJK PM pays tribute to
col Kashif and Captain
Ahmed Badar shaheed

M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(APP): Prime Minister
Azad Kashmir Chaudhry
Anwar ul Haq on Tuesday
visited the residence of
Shaheed Lieutenant
Colonel Syed Kashif Ali to
offer his heartfelt
condolences to the
bereaved family.

Prime Minister Haq
was accompanied by
senior Minister Col. (Retd)
Waqar Noor, Government
Ministers Mian Abdul
Waheed, Chaudhry Azhar
Sadiq and Chaudhry Akbar
Ibrahim.

Extending his
heartfelt sympathies to
bereaved family the AJK
premier prayed to Allah the
Almighty to grant the
martyred highest place in

Janatulfirdous.
Meanwhile, the Prime

Minister visited the
residence of Captain
Ahmed Badar Shaheed in
Talagang to offer his
condolences to the
bereaved family.

He prayed to Allah
the almighty to elevate the
ranks of the martyred
Captain and grant patience
to the bereaved to bear this
irreparable loss with
fortitude.

Speaking briefly on the
occasion, Prime Minister
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq said
that the entire nation was
proud of its Pakistan Army,
which has rendered
unprecedented sacrifices
while fighting against
terrorism and terrorists.

No negligence to be
tolerated in Ramadan
Dastar Khawan: Advisor

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Advisor to
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for Zakat
and Ushar, Social Welfare
and Women Development
Mashal Azam Yousafzai on
Tuesday urged the
concerned officers to
inform her about statistics
of Ramadan Dastar
Khawan on daily basis and
no negligence will be
tolerated in Ramadan
Dastar Khawan.

She said this while
presiding over the
introductory meeting of
the officers and district
directors of the Social

Welfare and Women
development Department.

She said that every
officer and official will not
be posted in one place for
more than three years.

She directed District
directors to take proactive
measures to include poor
widows in the Ramadan
relief package so that no
poor widow is deprived of
this package and the
facilities in Darulaman
should be improved.

“Wherever there is a
need for the Zamong Kor
project, mark it so that
steps can be taken in this
regard.

Minister directs HERA
to take steps for quality

education in KP
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Higher Education, Archives
and Libraries, Meena Khan
Afridi on Tuesday issued
directives to the concerned
officers of KP Higher
Education Regulatory
Authority (HERA) to take
steps for promotion of
quality education in the
province.

He also issued
directives that the
authority must take action
against those private
educational institutions
which do not fulfill the

criteria of standard
institution.

“Provis ion  of
quality education in the
entire province is the top
most  pr ior i ty o f the
government,”  he  sa id
while chairing meeting of
HERA at Civil Secretariat
here.

Sajid Inam, Secretary
HERA, Chairman Sharif
Hussain and other officers
attended the meeting.

A detailed briefing
was given to the provincial
minister about the work
and performance of the
authority.

Minister for completing
ongoing development
projects in education dept

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Provincial
Minister for Education
Faisal Khan Tarakai on
Tuesday said that all
ongoing projects of the
education department
should be completed in time
so that problems of male
and female students could
be resolved in a proper
manner. While issuing
instructions to the planning
authorities for completing
PC-I and other requirement
of the projects, he said the
projects which are in the
pipeline could also be
approved by the relevant
forums after completion of
the ongoing projects. He

expressed these views
while presiding over the
development budget
meeting of the Education
Department.

Secretary Education
Masood Ahmed and other
officials of the Education
Department also
participated in the meeting.

During the briefing,
the education minister was
told that the education
department is working on
107 projects including 58
of the planned districts, 19
of the merged districts and
30 of the AIP, and timely
completion of these
projects would be ensured
at all cost.

CM approves
Rs 100mln

compensation
package for

SW roof
collapse victims
PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur has approved Rs
100 million compensation
package for the victim
family of roof collapse
incident in Ragzai area of
south Waziristan in which
six members of a family
had lost lives.

On the directives of
the CM, the provincial
disaster management
authority has released the
cheque to Deputy
Commissioner South
Waziristan for payment to
the affected family.

ANF recovers
52 kg drugs in
five operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting five
operations across the
country managed to recover
52 kg of drugs and arrested
four suspects, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Tuesday. He
informed that in an
operation, 440 grams of Ice
was recovered from a
passenger going to Qatar at
Islamabad Airport. In
another operation at
Islamabad Airport, 54
heroin-filled capsules.

PDMA DG reviews
procurement plan

2024-25
LAHORE (APP):
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) Director General
Irfan Ali Kathia, during a
meeting here on Tuesday,
reviewed the Procurement
Plan 2024-25.

The meeting saw
participation from officers
representing the Pakistan
Army, Rescue teams, and
various other departments.

Key focus of the
meeting was the
assessment of required
equipment for potential

rescue operations,
particularly in flood-prone
scenarios. Detailed
deliberations unfolded
regarding the machinery
and apparatus essential for
effective rescue operations
during such exigencies.
Attendees extensively
discussed the specifics and
cost aspects of the
procurement. During the
proceedings, both Rescue
and Pakistan Army officers
put forth their requisitions
for the supply of requisite
rescue equipment.

May 9 violence cases

RWP police
obtain arrest

warrants
of Murad,

Pervaiz Elahi
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Rawalpindi Police have
obtained arrest warrants of
PTI leader Murad Saeed
and former Chief Minister
(CM) Punjab Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi in 9 May
violence related cases
registered against them
under terrorism and others
clauses in different police
stations.

Civil Lines and Cantt
circles of Pothohar division
have filed their report.

According to this
report ,  former federal
minister Murad Saeed is
nominated in the case
registered against him
against  number 836/23 in
pol ice s ta t ion cant t
under  terror i sm  and
other clauses and case No
708/23 registered against
him in RA Bazar police
s ta t ion under  these
clauses.  Arrest  warrants
have been obtained in this
regard.

No case is registered
against Senator Faisal
Javed Khan, Azam Swati,
Azhar Mashwani and
Khurram Zeeshan in five
police stations of Cantt
circle.

Gaza faces famine,
unprecedented crisis,

warns UN
Monitoring Desk

ROME: Half of Gazans are
experiencing “catastrophic”
hunger, with famine pro-
jected to hit the north of the
territory by May without
urgent intervention, a
United Nations-backed
food security assessment
warned on Monday.

“People in Gaza are
starving to death right now.
The speed at which this
man-made hunger and mal-
nutrition crisis has ripped
through Gaza is terrifying,”
the head of the UN’s World
Food Programme (WFP)
Cindy McCain said.

“To have 50 per cent
of an entire population in
catastrophic, near-famine
levels, is unprecedented,”
Beth Bechdol, the deputy
director general of the UN’s
Food and Agriculture

West decries Putin’s
landslide election victory

on Monday, EU foreign
ministers roundly dis-
missed the election result as
a sham ahead of agreeing
sanctions on individuals
linked to the mistreatment
and death of Kremlin critic
Alexei Navalny. “Russia’s
election was an election
without choice,” German
Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock said at
the start of the meeting.
Playing on Moscow’s ref-
erence to its war in
Ukraine as a “special mili-
tary operation”, French
Foreign Minister Stephane
Sejourne said Paris had
taken note of the “special
election operation”.

Blinken to push for
Gaza ceasefire on
Middle East trip

Afghan refugee
convicted in New
Mexico Muslim

killings case
Monitoring Desk

NEW MEXICO: A New
Mexico jury found an Af-
ghan asylum seeker guilty
of murdering a Pakistani
immigrant in one of three
ambush-style shootings
of Muslim men that ter-
rified the Islamic commu-
nity in the state’s largest
city during the summer of
2022. Muhammad Syed,
53, faces life imprisonment
for the first-degree murder
of 41-year-old Aftab
Hussein who was found
dead in southeast Albuquer-
que on July 26, 2022.

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
will visit the Middle East
this week, aiming to reach
a ceasefire agreement be-
tween Israel and Hamas,
and secure the release of
hostages held by the Pal-
estinian militant group.

During a visit to the
Philippines, Blinken said
his trip to meet senior lead-
ers in Saudia Arabia and
Egypt would aim to “dis-
cuss the right architecture
for lasting regional peace”.

Providing more hu-
manitarian aid into Gaza
as well as discussing post-
war planning for the en-
clave are among the top-
ics he will discuss with
Saudi and Egyptian offi-
cials.

“One hundred per-
cent of the Gaza popula-
tion is in need of humani-
tarian assistance,” Blinken
said, adding that it was
“absolutely incumbent”
upon Israel to prioritise
assistance for those in
desperate need.

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Western govern-
ments lined up on Monday
to condemn Vladimir Putin’s
landslide election victory as
unfair and undemocratic, but
China, India and North Ko-
rea and some other countries
congratulated the veteran
Russian leader on extending
his rule by a further six years.
The contrasting reactions
underscored the geopolitical
fault lines that have gaped
wider since Russia launched
a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine two years ago, trig-
gering the deepest crisis in
relations with the West since
the end of the Cold War.

Arriving in Brussels

Taiwan’s vice
president-elect
makes Czech

visit after US trip
Monitoring Desk

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s vice
president-elect  and
former de facto ambassa-
dor to Washington, Hsiao
Bi-khim, is on a visit to
the Czech Republic fol-
lowing a low-key trip to
the United States, the for-
eign ministry said on
Tuesday.

Hsiao, who takes of-
fice with president-elect
Lai Ching-te in May, is
detested by China which
calls her a “diehard Tai-
wan independence sepa-
ratist” and has placed
sanctions on her.

Organisation (FAO), said.
This amounts to

around 1.1 million people
“struggling with cata-
strophic hunger and starva-
tion”, according to the
WFP.

It added: “This is the
highest number of people
ever recorded as facing cata-
strophic hunger” under the
Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification (IPC)
partnership, which pub-
lished its latest report on
Monday.

The situation is par-
ticularly dire in the north
of the besieged Palestinian
territory, where there are
about 300,000 people, the
UN says — and where aid
agencies have reported huge
difficulty distributing food
and other aid.

Aid charity Oxfam on

GAZA CITY: Palestinians inspect the rubble of a building after it was de-
stroyed in an Israeli strike the night before in the Rimal neighbourhood. The
head of Israeli intelligence is expected to lead ceasefire talks in Qatar in
response to a new proposal from Hamas.

Monday accused Israel of
continuing to “systemati-
cally and deliberately block
and undermine” the deliv-
ery of aid into Gaza, in vio-
lation of international hu-
manitarian law.

The IPC system, con-
ducted by the UN and aid
agencies, is used by the UN
or governments in deciding
whether or not to officially
declare a famine.

“Famine is imminent
in the northern governor-
ates and projected to occur
anytime between mid-
March and May 2024,” the
IPC report said of Gaza.

“All evidence points
towards a major accelera-
tion of deaths and malnu-
trition. Waiting for a retro-
spective famine classifica-
tion before acting is inde-
fensible,” it said.

A Palestinian woman and children rush to safety
after Israeli air strikes in Gaza City.

US warned Niger about ties to
Russia, Iran before junta revoked

accord, Pentagon says

North Korea’s Kim oversees firing
drills with ‘super-large’ rocket

launchers, state media says

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US offi-
cials traveled to Niger last
week to express concerns
about the country’s poten-
tial development of ties to
Russia and Iran before the
ruling junta on Saturday re-
voked an accord governing
the roughly 1,000 US mili-
tary personnel there, the
Pentagon said on Monday.

The Pentagon added it
was seeking clarification
about the way ahead. Niger
said on Saturday it had re-
voked “with immediate ef-
fect” its military accord with
the United States that had
allowed Pentagon personnel
to operation on its soil.

Pentagon spokesper-
son Sabrina Singh said the
US government had “direct
and frank” conversations in
Niger ahead of the junta’s
announcement, and was
continuing to communicate

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un has
overseen firing drills by ar-
tillery units in the west-
ern region involving
“newly-equipped super-
large” multiple rocket
launchers, state media
KCNA said on Tuesday.
The drills came a day af-
ter South Korea and Japan
reported North Korea’s
launch of several short-
range ballistic missiles into
the sea, its first such mis-
si le test  in about two
months.

Kim guided the drills
on Monday that were
aimed at testing the “real
war capabilities” of 600
millimetre multiple rocket
launchers and improving
the operators’ combat mo-
rale and readiness posture,
KCNA said.

The drills also in-
cluded simulating an air ex-
plosion of a shell of the
super-large multiple
rocket launcher at a pre-
set altitude above the tar-
get, it said.

The unit displayed
“high mobility and accu-
rate and strong striking
power” in carrying out a
sudden combat mission,
el icit ing the young
leader’s praise, it said.
“They fully demonstrated
their excellent crack-shot
artillery marksmanship
and prompt and thorough
combat readiness,” KCNA
said.

Kim called for
modernising and scaling
up artillery forces, high-
lighting the 600 mm rocket
launchers’ “strategic du-
ties as the core central
striking means” in war
preparations.

“The destructive of-
fensive means possessed
by our army should more
thoroughly fulfil  their
missions to block and
suppress the possibility
of war with the constant
perfect preparedness to
collapse the capital of the
enemy and the structure
of its military forces,”
Kim told the troops, ac-
cording to KCNA.

with Niger’s ruling military
council known as the
CNSP.

“The US delegation
was there to raise a number
of concerns. ... We were
troubled (about) the path
that Niger is on. And so these
were direct and frank conver-
sations, to have those in per-
son, to talk about our con-
cerns and to also hear theirs,”
Singh said.“US officials ex-
pressed concern over Niger’s
potential relationships with
Russia and Iran.”

Since its July 2023
coup, the military junta that
seized power in Niamey
has kicked out French and
European forces, and quit
the Economic Community
of West African States re-
gional bloc. Like juntas in
neighboring Mali and
Burkina Faso, it has also
strengthened military ties
with Russia.

Netanyahu’s claims
about UNRWA ‘flat-out

lies’, says US senator
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: US
Senator Chris Van Hollen
has refuted Israel’s allega-
tion that the UN Palestin-
ian refugee agency
UNRWA is a proxy for
Hamas, arguing that the
accusations by Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu are “flat-out
lies.”

The Maryland
Democrat is among a
group of senators who

demanded last week that
US President Joe Biden
comply with the Foreign
Assistance Act and cut off
military aid to Israel.

They argued that
Section 620I of the For-
eign Assistance Act re-
quires the Biden adminis-
tration to stop the sale and
transfer of weapons to Is-
rael if Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment continues to
block humanitarian assis-
tance to Gaza.

IAEA to help
Iraq develop

peaceful
nuclear plan
Monitoring Desk

BAGHDAD: The head of
the International Atomic
Energy Agency Rafael
Grossi met Iraq’s prime
minister in Baghdad on
Monday as part of a visit
to help the country develop
a peaceful nuclear
programme.

“We have discussed
several projects in Iraq, in-
cluding building a nuclear
reactor for peaceful pur-
poses,” Iraqi Education
Minister Naim al-Aboudi
told reporters following a
meeting between Grossi
and Iraqi Prime Minister
Mohammed Shia al-
Sudani.

Grossi said that a
team of Iraqi  experts
would visit the agency’s
headquarters in Vienna in
a few days to hold meet-
ings to “set out a road
map for the Iraqi peace-
ful nuclear programme”
amid growing interest in
nuclear energy in the re-
gion, including among
Arab Gulf countries.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kuwait, Nassar Abdul Rehman Almutari calls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Speakers call for addressing
women’s plight in occupied

territories like Palestine, Kashmir
UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Prominent speakers
at a  panel discussion,
hosted by Pakistan’s Mis-
sion to the UN,  Monday
called for greater global ef-
forts, including uniform
implementation of the UN
resolutions, treaties and
conventions, to end the
situations of foreign occu-
pation and conflicts facing
women around the world,
especially in Jammu and
Kashmir and Palestine.

The discussion, a side
event, was part of the on-
going 68th Session of the
Commission on the Status
of Women (CSW68). It took
place at UN Headquarters
in New York.

Panelists, representing
UN-based diplomatic
corps, academia, women
rights organizations and
civil society underlined the
challenges and hardships
facing the women, girls and
children under occupation.

Pakistan’s UN Am-
bassador Munir Akram
opened the discussion in
which taking part were Al-
gerian Ambassador Amar
Bendjama,  OIC Ambassa-
dor to the UN Hameed
Ajibaiye Opeloyeru, Dr.
Dalal Kanaan, Professor at
Fordham University, New
York, and Dr. Ameena Zia,
Professor at CUNY
Lehman College & Founder
of Blue Ridge Impact Con-

sulting. Mushaal Hussein
Mullick, former Special
Advisor to the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan on Human
Rights and Women Em-
powerment, sent a special
video message on the occa-
sion. The panelists de-
manded that all future UN
reports and resolutions of
the Security Council on the
women, peace and security
agenda should include provi-
sions and information relat-
ing to the situation of women
and girls under foreign occu-
pation. They proposed  the
creation of a UN monitoring
mechanism to register all
crimes and violations commit-
ted against women and girls
under foreign occupation.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Law and Justice Azam Nazir Tarar convened and
chaired a meeting of Appellate Tribunal Inland Revenue at Law Ministry.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Dr. Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui chairing a meeting.

Pirzada directs to maintain
highest standards of

construction in all projects
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Housing and
Works Main Riaz Hussain
Pirzada Tuesday directed
the concerned to maintain
the highest standards of
construction across all
projects, and provision of
all basic amenities to the
residents.

Chairing a meeting of
the Pakistan Housing Au-
thority (PHA), he stressed
on timely completion of all
ongoing projects to provide
modern residential facilities
to the employees and gen-
eral public.

During the meeting the
minister review the
progress of ongoing
projects and strategize for
future endeavors.

Managing Director
PHA Shahid Hussain ap-
prised the minister about
the management and work-
ing of the department.

Shahid Hussain in-
formed the minister that to
date, a total of 24 projects
comprising 6,362 apart-
ments/houses have been
successfully handed over to
the allottees.

He informed about the
development of the I-16/3
project, which includes
3,200 apartments of D&E
type category.

Shahid Hussain in-
formed that approximately
90% of the infrastructure
development work for the
project has been completed
and physical possession
has already been handed
over to 356 allottees, with
35 families already residing
in the buildings.

Additionally, MD
PHA provided an update
on the I-12/1 project, which
comprises approximately
2,400 apartments out of
which possession of 500

units has already been
handed over to beneficia-
ries, with the remaining
units set to be offered soon.

The minister was also
informed about the PHA
Residencia, Kuchlak Road
Project, Quetta.

During the meeting,
Riaz Pirzada directed the
MD PHA for the imple-
mentation of robust tree
plantation programs across
all the PHA projects.

He emphasized the
importance of planting trees
not only for environmental
conservation but also for
improving air quality, en-
hancing aesthetics, and pro-
moting a healthier lifestyle
for residents. Secretary
Ministry of Housing and
Works Dr. Shahzad Khan
Bangash and other senior
officers of the ministry and
PHA were also present
during the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: The Auditor General of Pakistan,
Mr. Muhammad Ajmal Gondal, presenting the Au-
dit Report of the Federal Government for the Audit
Year 2023-24 to President Asif Ali Zardari, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani Athlete Arshad Nadeem
calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

PM meets javelin
athlete Arshad; praises

his achievements
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday praised
Pakistan’s ace javelin
thrower Arshad Nadeem for
achieving a historic feat of
winning a silver medal in
the World Athletics Cham-
pionship 2023.

During a meeting with
Arshad Nadeem, the world
famed javelin throwing ath-
lete, the prime minister
praised his efforts to clinch
the silver medal despite
scant resources. His
achievement made the na-
tion proud, he added.  The
prime minister announced
an award worth Rs2.5 mil-
lion for Arshad Nadeem.

The meeting was at-
tended by Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, Minister
of State for IT and Telecom
Shaza Fatima Khawaja,

Romeena Khurshid Alam
MNA and Rana Mashhood
Ahmed Khan, a member of
Punjab Assembly.

The prime minister
said that there was immense
talent in the country in
sports which required to be
groomed. He also under-
lined the need of focusing
on promotion of sports in
the rural areas. Arshad
Nadeem apprised the prime
minister of his sports ca-
reer and achievements.

He said that he started
his career during 2012 and
participated in the Youth
festival afterwards, he par-
ticipated in different world
events in various categories
and represented Pakistan.
He termed his meeting with
the prime minister as very
constructive and high-
lighted various measures to
promote sports in the coun-
try.

HBL PSL Season 9

Jubilee Life Insurance presents
Wicketkeeper of the Tournament

Award to Azam Khan
KARACHI (PR): Javed
Ahmed, Managing Director
and Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Jubilee Life Insurance
presented the Wicketkeeper
of the Tournament Award to
Azam Khan after the HBL
PSL 2024 final match be-
tween Islamabad United and
Multan Sultans.

Throughout the tourna-
ment, Jubilee Life Insurance,
the Official Insurance Part-
ner for the HBL PSL Sea-
son 9 awarded the “Safe
Hands of the Match”
Awards for the most
catches taken during the
match. During the presen-
tation ceremony of the fi-
nal, the organization pre-
sented the “Wicketkeeper of
the Tournament” Award for
the most exceptional per-
formance behind the
stumps.

In Karachi, during PSL
9, Islamabad United trium-
phantly raised the trophy
amidst a whirl of ticker tape
and the brilliance of fire-
works. Shadab Khan, lead-
ing his team, proudly
hoisted the PSL trophy,

marking Islamabad’s his-
toric third championship
win. This achievement
came after a remarkable
five-match winning streak
to conclude PSL 9.

Having restricted
Multan to a modest 159-9,
the match continued until
the final ball which Hunain
Shah hit across the bound-
ary for a four. Imad
Wasim’s five wickets, a
first in a PSL final, was de-
cisive for Islamabad with
the ball. That and Martin
Guptill’s strike rate for his
half-century must be the
two performances that en-

abled Islamabad United to
lift the trophy after a five-
match winning streak in the
HBL PSL Season 9.

The final showdown
between Islamabad United
and Multan Sultans had
been a spectacle to behold.
Islamabad United emerged
victorious, lifting the cov-
eted trophy for the third
time in PSL history. Under
the leadership of captain
Shadab Khan, Islamabad’s
triumph was a testament to
their resilience and skill,
culminating in a five-match
winning streak that culmi-
nated in glory.

ISLAMABAD: A large number of women standing in a queue to draw money
from Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) beneficiaries outside
Benazir One Window Center at G-7.

Chairman Higher Education Commission (HEC)
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed called on Minister of State for
IT and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja
in Islamabad

IG Punjab greets
Shadab, IU for

winning the PSL final
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab Police
brand ambassador Shadab
Khan’s team has become
the champion of PSL sea-
son 09. IG Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar congratu-
lated Shadab Khan and
Islamabad United Cricket
Team for winning the PSL
Final.

IGP Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar said that Shadab
Khan led the Islamabad
United cricket team as the
exemplary leader, star all-
rounder crowned PSL sea-
son 09 on the head of
Islamabad United.

Dr. Usman Anwar said
that Punjab Police Ambas-
sador Shadab Khan’s team
winning the PSL final is a

matter of honor for the po-
lice department. IG Punjab
Dr. Usman Anwar recently
appointed Shadab Khan as
Sports Ambassador of
Punjab Police. Islamabad
United captain Shadab
Khan has also been given
the honorary post of DSP
in Punjab Police.

Chairman HEC meets
Minister of State for IT

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Higher Education
Commission (HEC) Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed has met
with Minister of State for
IT Shaza Fatima Khawaja
here on Tuesday.

In the meeting, both
the dignitaries discussed
the issues in detail on IT
graduates training program,
start-ups, to make the
youth talented and skilled,
said a press release.

The demand and sup-
ply gap in the IT field
should be minimised by
bridging gap between indus-

try and academia, said
Shaza Fatima during the
meeting.

Such steps are neces-
sary to provide required
talent to IT companies
around the world, including
Pakistan, the minister
added.

She went in saying
that Pakistan is rich in tal-
ented youth, brand it bet-
ter.

We will not waste time
in talks, every obstacle in
the way of the country’s
development will be re-
moved, Shaza Fatima said.

CDA Introduces Islamabad
Mascot MarGo CDA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has un-
veiled MarGo, the official
mascot of Islamabad, in a
move aimed at enhancing
the city’s identity and pro-
moting its cultural signifi-
cance. The name MarGo is
derived from “Mar” repre-
senting Margalla and “Go”
signifying prosperity or
flourishing.

Resembling a cheetah,
MarGo symbolizes vitality
and embodies the swift
progress and dynamism of
Islamabad. Adorned with
stylish sunglasses and a muf-
fler, MarGo exudes sophis-
tication and modernity, re-
flecting the cosmopolitan na-
ture of the capital.

This decision aligns
with a global trend observed
in major cities worldwide,
where iconic mascots such as
New York’s Statue of Lib-

erty or London’s red double-
decker buses have become
synonymous with their re-
spective landscapes and cul-
tures.

CDA officials have out-
lined plans to strategically
place MarGo at key land-
marks and significant loca-
tions across the city, making
it a recognizable symbol of
Islamabad’s identity. From
bustling marketplaces to se-
rene parks and government
buildings, MarGo will wel-
come visitors and residents
alike. Beyond its symbolic
value, MarGo is expected to
play a crucial role in pro-
moting tourism and foster-
ing civic pride. By uniting
Islamabad’s diverse popu-
lace under a common sym-
bol, MarGo aims to become
a beloved icon, representing
the collective aspirations
and achievements of the
capital.

Lahore to have first IT
city of Pakistan, says
CM Maryam Nawaz

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
said the government would
establish first IT city of the
country in Lahore.

She made the an-
nouncement while chairing
third cabinet meeting on
Tuesday. The meeting was
also attended by provincial
ministers, chief secretary
and IGP.

The chief minister also
approved annual and
supplementary budget
grants for 2023-24.

She further instructed
to hand over the Lahore
Knowledge Park to the
Punjab Central Business

District Authority.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, she said the IT city
would be completed within
a year. All the major uni-
versities of the world
would be invited to estab-
lish their campuses, she
added. The chief minister
also approved the project
of giving 20,000 electric
bikes to students on soft in-
stallments. The distribution
of bikes would be started
from May this year.

She also highlighted the
need for starting the air am-
bulance project on a trial
basis in order to assist pa-
tients who reside in remote
parts of the province.

3.8m ration bags delivered
to deserving families

CS orders expediting delivery of
ration bags in Gujranwala, Sialkot,

Gujrat, Sargodha, Mianwali

Independent Report
LAHORE: On the direc-
tives of the Chief Minister
of Punjab, the authorities
have intensified the ongo-
ing crackdown on profi-
teers across the province,
arresting 3,288 persons and
lodging 1,181 FIRs during
the first week of Ramzan.
The price control magis-
trates conducted inspec-
tions of four lac 35 thou-
sands spots and imposed
fines of more than Rs. 40
million.

The report on the ac-
tions against the profiteers
was presented in the meet-
ing chaired by Chief Secre-
tary Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman at the Civil Secre-
tariat. The meeting re-
viewed the price control
measures and provision of
ration bags under the
Ramzan package. The sec-
retaries of the relevant de-
partments including indus-
tries, agriculture, additional
IG Special Branch, chair-
man PITB and officers con-
cerned attended the meeting

while the additional chief
secretary, all divisional com-
missioners and deputy com-
missioners participated
through video link.

The Chief Secretary
ordered that the ongoing
crackdown against profi-
teers be expedited. He
asked the administrative
officers to ensure the imple-
mentation of the price lists
as the sale of essential com-
modities at more than the
fixed prices is not accept-
able in any case. He said that
special inspections should
be carried out on the identi-
fication of special branches.
He also asked the price
magistrates to remain fully
active in the field and take
stern action against over-
charging. The Chief Secre-
tary also issued instruc-
tions to speed up the sup-
ply of ration bags to the de-
serving people in Gujranwala,
Sialkot, Gujarat, Sargodha,
Mianwali, and said that the
deserving people should get
their right at their doorsteps
as soon as possible.

IG Punjab determined for best possible
health welfare of police force

Independent Report

LAHORE: Inspector Gen-
eral Police Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar is commit-
ted and actively busy for
the health welfare of police
employees and their fami-
lies and in this regard, an
MOU has been concluded
between the Punjab Police
and a well-known private
health welfare organization
(Lahore Lines Welfare Or-
ganization).

In a ceremony at the
Central Police Office, IG
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
and Chairman of the private

organization Muhammad
Danish Siddique signed the
MOU. Under the MOU,
special concessions will be
provided to police employ-
ees in the treatment of eye,
dental and other diseases.

Spokesperson of
Punjab Police said that un-
der the MOU, the families
of police martyrs will be
given cornea transplant and
phaco cataract surgery free
of charge in hospitals of
private organizations.
While the cornea donation
will be provided on prior-
ity basis by private orga-
nization for the treatment
of the serving employees,

the surgical expenses will
be borne by the police de-
partment.

The spokesperson of
Punjab Police further said
that 50% discount will be
provided to the families
of police martyrs in any
surgical  procedure of
eyes and Dental treat-
men t ,  s imi la r ly,  25%
discount will be provided
to in-service employees on
eye and dental surgical
procedures. Both the or-
gan izat ions  wil l  take
joint measures in connec-
tion with the special aware-
ness campaign and com-
munity education regard-
ing the treatment of eye
diseases.

ICT Police
suspends 462
social media

accounts:
Spokesman
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Police has suspended 462
accounts involved in
spreading religious and eth-
nic hatred on various social
media platforms in the
country.

The anti-extremism
unit of capital police initi-
ated the operation after iden-
tifying a total of 1522 ac-
counts engaged in promot-
ing negative activities, po-
lice spokesperson told a
private news channel.

Upon discovering the
alarming trend, he said the
Islamabad Police promptly
forwarded a letter to the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), urging the
closure of the identified ac-
counts.

Out of the 462 sus-
pended accounts, 65 were
found to be spreading re-
ligious hatred, while 47
were propagating anti-na-
tional sentiments, he
added.

Additionally, 350 ac-
counts were discovered to
be disseminating terrorist
content, posing a significant
threat to public safety and
national security.

PFA shuts food
point for storing
unhygienic meat

Independent Report
LAHORE: On the direc-
tions of PFA Director Gen-
eral Muhammad Asim
Javaid, meat safety teams
conducted a massive op-
eration to crack down on
unhygienic meat shops and
fast-food points in the
city and shut down a shop
besides imposing
Rs345,000 fine on 16 out-
lets.

PFA’s watchdogs in-
spected 56 meat shops,
fast-food points and meat
carrier vehicles in Tollinton
Market, Kachupura and
G1 Market Johar Town in
a daylong operation.

During the operation,
PFA discarded 120kg of
stinky meat and 30litres of
rancid oil, as well as, issued
warning notices to meat
suppliers.

Muhammad Asim
Javaid said PFA is ensur-
ing the checking of all meat
shops, Shawarma, Burger
and Saji points across the
province.

Islamabad Police unveils
patriotic anthem “Jannat Se
Bulawa” ahead of Pak Day
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: As the na-
tion prepares to celebrate
Pakistan Day on March 23,
the Islamabad Police has
stirred the patriotic fervor
with the unveiling of a cap-
tivating anthem titled
“Jannat Se Bulawa” (Called
from Heaven).

This anthem, serving
as a poignant tribute to the
unwavering dedication of
Islamabad Police personnel
in safeguarding the nation.

Its beautiful lyrics,
echoing sacrifice and love
for the homeland, resonate
deeply with the sacrifices

made by the brave sons of
Pakistan, according to po-
lice spokesman.

More than just a song,
“Jannat Se Bulawa” stands
as a powerful testament to
the resilience and commit-
ment of the Islamabad Po-
lice in ensuring the safety
and security of Pakistan.

In commemorating
March 23, the anthem em-
bodies the essence of unity
and strength, rallying all
citizens to stand together
in the face of challenges
and uphold the values of
peace, progress, and pros-
perity.

At least two
killed, one
injured in

road mishap
ISLAMABAD (APP): Two
persons lost their lives due
to a car collision, while one
sustained injuries in a road
accident near Taranda
Muhammad Panah inter-
change at Liaqat Pur on
Tuesday. ccording to rescue
officials, the body and injured
persons were removed to
nearby hospital, a private
news channel reported.


