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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs the 9th meeting of the Apex Com-
mittee of the Special Investment Facilitation Council.

FAISALABAD: Quaid Pakistan Muslim League (N) Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif, President Shahbaz Sharif and Vice President/Chief Organizer
Maryam Nawaz waving hands towards public during a gathering (Jalsa) at
Dhobi Ghat ground

QUETTA: Caretaker Information Minister Jan Achakzai expressing his views
during current affair program of PTV

Pakistan to continue supporting
global efforts for a peaceful,

stable Afghanistan: PM Kakar

Apex body lauds ‘Whole of
Govt. Approach’ to realise

SIFC’s envisioned dividends
PM Kakar urges incoming govt to ensure continuity of

economic policies by capitalising on the positive momentum,
established by SIFC, in the larger interest of the country

Caretaker CM announces
financial compensation for

citizens martyred in Sibi blast

Faces of those demanding bodies
of terrorists involved in Mach

terrorism incidents exposed: Jan

Educational institutions
to remain closed from

February 6 to 9

Train service to
resume from
Quetta today

after four days
suspension

Independent Report
QUETTA: The train service
is going to be resumed from
Quetta railway station to-
day (Saturday).

According to the au-
thorities of Pakistan Rail-
ways, the train service
would be resumed for
Peshawar (Jaffar Express)
and Karachi (Bolan Mail)
from Quetta today.

The operation of Jaffar
Express and Bolan Mail re-
mained suspended for four
days due to the situation in
Mach area.

However, the Pakistan
Railways decided to re-
sume the train service after
four days’ suspension.

The Jaffar Express is
scheduled to leave Quetta
station for Peshawar at
09:00 AM while Bolan
Mail would depart for
Karachi at 10:00 AM.

Diplomats
briefed on

IIOJK situation
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ahead of the Kashmir Soli-
darity Day, Additional For-
eign Secretary (Asia & Pa-
cific) Ambassador Imran
Ahmed Siddiqui Friday
briefed the Islamabad-based
diplomats on the develop-
ments in the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK). He under-
scored the legal, security and
human rights dimensions of
the situation in IIOJK.

24 terrorists killed
in Mach operation,

four soldiers martyred

Youth are with PML-N
despite propaganda: Nawaz Bilawal vows to block

conspiracy to put Nawaz
back in PM Office

From Our Correspondent
SHIKARPUR: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto averred on Friday that the public was

JUI-F to continue struggle
for protection of Islamic
values in society: FazalBomb blast

destroys election
office in Quetta,

injured 1
QUETTA (APP): Atleast
one person was critically
wounded after a bomb ex-
ploded outside the office of
a political party in Mulla
Khel Abad in Quetta on
Friday afternoon.

According to details,
Police informed that un-
known persons had lobbed
a grenade at the party’s elec-
tion office and injured one ,
a private news channel re-
ported.

Emergency services
reached the site of the inci-
dent and initiated a rescue
operation.

The walls and win-
dows of the office were also
badly damaged.

The law enforcement
agencies cordoned off the
area and opened an investi-
gation into the cause of the
blast.

Pakistan, EU agree to
solidify relations under

strategic engagement plan
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan and the European Union
on Friday agreed to further deepen their relations in line
with the Strategic Engagement Plan (2019).

Efforts afoot to ensure
fair, peaceful elections

on February 8: Minister

NADRA’s
Dy Assistant

Director
abducted in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP): Un-
known abductees kid-
napped National Database
and Registration
Authority’s (NADRA)
Deputy Assistant Director,
Najeebullah in federal capi-
tal. A spokesman of
Islamabad Police said on
Friday that Najeebullah has
gone missing since last night
when he left home and did
not return. According to a
private news channel, a case
of abduction of NADRA’s
officer was registered at
Ramna police station.

Justice Shahid
Jamil resigns
as LHC judge

LAHORE (Online): Justice
Shahid Jamil Khan of
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has decided to resign.

Justice Shahid Jamil
Khan has sent his resigna-
tion to president Arif Alvi.

Justice Shahid Jamil
was appointed as judge in
LHC in 2014. He was to
retire in 2028. His number
in senior list was 11.

ASI injured in
bomb attack on
police station

QUETTA (INP): An assis-
tant sub-inspector (ASI)
was injured when some
unidentified persons lobbed
a hand grenade on Shalkot
police station in Quetta on
Friday. ccording to police,
the grenade fell inside the
police station and exploded
with a bang. As a result, ASI
Ghulam Raza received se-
vere injuries. He was rushed
to a hospital for emergency
treatment.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on Thursday reiterated that it was
upto the Afghan people and their leadership to decide
their future and Pakistan as a brotherly and neighbourly
country would continue supporting all global efforts for
a politically and economically stable Afghanistan.

He said that he did not regard Afghanistan or the
Afghan people as any threat to Pakistan. Afghans had
their own culture and land, tied with different countries
due to various affinities and Pakistan expected that no
threat or harm should emanate from their soil.

Pakistan, he said, had very explicitly conveyed its
concerns to the Taliban interim government regarding ter-
rorist elements’ presence and their involvement in terror-
ist acts and they had realization of it.

He was responding to different questions in a private
Tv (Khyber News) talk show programme ‘Maraka’ -
Pashtu acronym for dialogue.

The caretaker prime minister said that Afghans had
undergone hard times in four or five decades, they had
witnessed different Afghan factions fighting with each
other and the invasion of foreign forces.

He said Afghanistan enjoyed a significant position in

the region and as a neighbour, Pakistan wished to enhance
that importance by supporting all global efforts for po-
litical and economic stability there.

To a question, he said after Swat and Zarb-e-Azb
operations, the banned TTP terrorist elements went to
Afghanistan.

Prime Minister Kakar said that it was an unsuitable
move by the previous set-up to hold negotiations with
the TTP, adding that the Constitution of Pakistan was
very clear in that regard and anyone who preferred armed
insurgency, would be regarded as ‘Takfiri’ as Ulema had
pronounced.

He reiterated that the state would not negotiate with
such groups.

About Maulana Fazl-ur-Rehman’s visit to Afghani-
stan, the prime minister said it was his private visit and
he would not comment over it.

He further said that as a friend and brother, they
could give Afghans suggestions and shared opinions, but
it was up to them to take make their own decisions.

“What we expect from them is that no harm or threats
to Pakistan should emanate from their soil,” he added.

Continued on page 2

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo
Nawaz Sharif said on Fri-
day the youth were with
his party despite vicious
propaganda, and they
would play a key role in
reemergence of the party as
the leading political force of
Pakistan.

He was addressing a
public gathering at historic
Iqbal Park (Dhobi Ghat
ground), where he asked the
participants to raise their
hands who were born on or
after 1980. As a large num-
ber of the participants
raised their hands, he said
that clearly negated the pro-
paganda that the youth
were with some other po-
litical parties, he added.

He said he was im-
pressed by the enthusiasm
of the participants in the
public meeting. He said, “I

have reliable friends and
colleagues in Faisalabad
since 1980.” He particu-
larly named Chaudhry Sher
Ali, Abid Sher Ali, Talal
Chaudhry, Mian Farooq
and Rana Sanaullah and said
they were still steadfast and
refused to succumb to any
pressure to change their al-
legiance. He said that his
tenure was marked with
maximum facilitation to
masses. All commodities
were cheap and available to
everyone during his tenure
as the prime minister. He
said gold was available at
Rs. 50,000 per tola and par-
ents did not face any prob-
lem in the marriage of their
daughters. “At that time
when we were fighting
against the twin menace of
terrorism and load-shed-
ding, others were observing
sit-in to achieve their ulte-
rior motives,” he recalled.

The agreement was reached in a meeting between
Caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani and the High
Representative of the European Union for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy, Josep Borrell Fontelles.

The meeting took place on the sidelines of the 3rd
Indo-Pacific Ministerial Forum in Brussels, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs posted on X.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed global
and regional issues, emphasizing the vitality of diplo-
macy in resolving disputes.

They also highlighted the need to develop partner-
ships to tackle global challenges.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Interior Minister
Dr Gohar Ejaz Friday reit-
erated his government’s
commitment for fulfilling
duty of conducting free, fair
and transparent elections,
saying the caretaker setup
would remain fully impar-
tial in the entire electoral
process.

“Equal opportunities
are being provided to all
political parties, there will

be no discrimination against
anyone,” he said while talk-
ing to a Private news chan-
nel. “All available resources
will be provided to all pro-
vincial governments for
holding transparent and
peaceful elections”, he
added.

The Minister urged the
public to vote for their fu-
ture and to maintain the
democratic process in the
country.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
On night 29/30 January
2024, terrorists attacked
Mach and Kolpur Com-
plexes in Balochistan. Law
Enforcement Agencies de-
puted on security offered
stiff resistance and forced
the attackers to repulse.
These terrorists were then
hunted down in the ensu-
ing sanitisation and clear-
ance operations which have
now been concluded after
clearing and securing the
area.

During the fire fights
and sanitisation/ clearance
operations, in last three
days, twenty four terrorists

have been sent to hell. Ter-
rorist Shehzad Baloch,
Attaullah, Salah Uddin,
Abdul Wadood and
Zeeshan are key terrorists
among the dead. Identifica-
tion process of remaining
terrorists is in process.

However, during in-
tense exchange of fire, four
brave members of Law En-
forcement Agancies, having
fought gallantly, embraced
Shahadat along with two
innocent civilians.

Effective response by
Law Enforcement Agancies
is a testament of their unre-
lenting resolve in fight
against terrorism.

aware that only his party could address the prevailing
challenges in the country.

Addressing a party election rally in Khanpur tehsil,
Bilawal emphasised that the PPP would not let Mian
Nawaz Sharif to become prime minister for the fourth
time, referring to it as a “conspiracy”.

The PPP chief promised to generate employment
opportunities for the youth and affirmed that the PPP
would collaborate with the people to find solutions to
their problems.

Acknowledging the country’s critical economic cri-
sis, Bilawal highlighted that the people of Pakistan wanted
a government capable of addressing the pressing issues,
such as unemployment and inflation.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has stated that the faces of
those demanding dead bod-
ies of terrorists killed in
Mach terrorism incidents
have been exposed.

These are the compan-
ions of those terrorists who
were sitting on protest
dharna in Islamabad and
were trying to prove the
persons involved in the ter-
rorism as missing ones.

In an official statement
issued here on Saturday, the
caretaker Provincial Minis-
ter said that the missing

persons whose pictures
carried by the protesters in
Islamabad included three
missing persons were actu-
ally the terrorists and killed
in the operation of security
forces. He also said that our
security forces foiled the
conspiracy hatched by In-
dia.

The so-called missing
persons had come for ter-
rorism and their nefarious
agenda was to harm the in-
nocent citizens, Jan
Achakzai asserted adding
that the designs of Mah
Rang and her “terrorist as-
sociates” have been ex-
posed to the nation.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Education
Department, Government
of Balochistan has an-
nounced vacations in all the
educational institutions of
the summer zone of the
province from February 6-
9, 2024.

According to an official
notification issued here on

Saturday, the vacations
have been announced due to
engagement of the education
department staff and teach-
ers in elections.

It may be mentioned
here that the educational in-
stitutions in winter zone of
the province are already
closed on account of the
long winter vacations.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has announced to
pay financial compensation
to the bereaved families of
those those martyred in the
bomb blast occurred in Sibi
recently.

According to an official
notification issued here by
the Chief Minister secre-
tariat on Friday, the care-
taker Chief Minister has
issued orders for payment
of the compensation to the

heirs of martyrs.
In this regard, Deputy

Commissioner Sibi has been
directed to complete the
necessary formalities for
payment of the compensa-
tion to the heirs.

According to the noti-
fication, financial compen-
sation would also be given
to the injured of the blast.

It may be mentioned
here that four citizens were
martyred and six others
were injured in the blast
occurred at Iqbal Chowk
Sibi.

PESHAWAR (INP): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has stated that his

“If voted to power, we will
make Pakistan a welfare
state where rights of every
citizen will be protected.”

Fazl emphasised the
right of political parties to
present their ideologies to
the nation, stating that each
political entity possessed
its own ideology.

He asserted that the
JUI-F had an enduring
commitment to politics of
tolerance and perseverance.

party will continue to work
to make Pakistan an Islamic
state after winning the Feb
8 general elections.

Addressing a party elec-
tion rally in Tank on Fri-
day, Fazl expressed his de-
termination to continue
struggle for the protection
of Islamic values in society.

SLAMABAD (APP): The
Apex Committee of the
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC) on
Friday showed profound
satisfaction over the over-
all progress of the SIFC and
appreciated ‘Whole of
Government Approach’ in
realising the envisioned divi-
dends.

The 9th meeting of the
SIFC Apex Committee met
under the chair of Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar which reviewed
various initiatives being

steered through the forum.
The meeting was at-

tended by the Chief of
Army Staff, federal cabinet,
provincial chief ministers
and high-level government
officials.

The ministries pre-
sented progress on the
projects and policy initia-
tives, and gave plans for
subsequent endeavours to
attract the investment.

The Apex Committee
reviewed progress on vari-
ous measures and appreci-
ated the contribution made

for improving macro and
micro-economic conditions
of the country.

The body commended
the steps taken to build a
sustainable ecosystem for
nurturing latent potential
and attracting investments,
with special emphasis on
the cross sectoral policy
interventions, human re-
source development,
infrastructural uplift and
strengthening of domestic
dispute resolution mecha-
nism.

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: Indian and Pakistani tennis players pose for photos during the draw ceremony of the
Davis Cup World Group I play-offs between Pakistan and India at a local hotel, in the Federal Capital.

QUETTA: People warm their hands on bone-fire to save themselves from cold
waves after downpour of winter season, in Quetta.

QUETTA: Former Nazim, Hashim Khan Baraich along with tribal leaders
addressing a press conference, at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Independent candidate of PB-44 Agha Abdullah Shah announcing
to withdrawn in favour of Haji Atta Muhammad Bangulzai

“There are huge oppor-
tunities which can serve as
a win-win situation for all,”
he said, adding that mega-
regional connectivity
projects like the tans-rail-
way line, TAPI and other
projects, would equally
benefit both countries and
the entire region.

About the repatriation
of illegal Afghans, he said
that there was no other so-
lution and ‘one document
regime was final’.

To another question, he
said during their interim
government’s short tenure,
they had tried to steer the
country out of different
challenges, particularly the
economic woes.

He said when they took
reigns of the government, it
was a difficult task as the
country was facing differ-
ent pressures due to its geo-
graphical location.

“Of most, the eco-
nomic challenge was a com-
plex and difficult,” he
shared and mentioned is-
sues related to Afghan Tran-
sit trade and depletion of
foreign exchange reserves.

However, he said that
they were successful by
turning things around ow-
ing to the institutional sup-
port and expressed satisfac-
tion that their efforts
yielded very good outcomes
as the country was now
heading towards the right

destination.
The caretaker prime

minister said that they were
assisting the Election Com-
mission to hold elections in
the country.

He said that interna-
tional observers and foreign
media would monitor the
elections and would report
it, adding that as a transi-
tional democracy, there
might be shortcomings, but
the system would be
strengthened with the pas-
sage of time.

The basic responsibil-
ity of the caretaker setup
was to ensure free, fair and
transparent polls so that
people should elect their
government, he added.

Responding to a query
about a political party, he
said that those appeared to
be administrative issues and
categorically maintained
that the interim government
had not given any instruc-
tion over any party, more-
over, the ECP and the judi-
ciary were working and
anyone who had complaints
could approach them.

The prime minister
said that he had already
conveyed his feelings and
thoughts about the law-
and-order situation in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces
and stood by his words.

He said there were con-
spiracy theories over the
law and order situation by
linking it to delaying the

elections.
He also expressed his

dismay that a set of people
even did not make a differ-
ence between the job of a
prime minister and that of
a district-level and provin-
cial-level responsibilities.

Replying to a query, he
said Pakistan had never
troubled Iran and the mis-
sile attack initially shocked
them and they conveyed
their feelings to the Iranian
side, which was followed
by a swift response.

Now, he said, Pakistan
hoped the bilateral mecha-
nism between the two coun-
tries would be restored.

The caretaker prime
minister declared that when-
ever there was any attack
on Pakistan’s sovereignty,
it would be given a swift
response.

He maintained that
educational institutions like
universities were good fora
for holding healthy debates.

The prime minister, re-
sponding to a question, said
that he was vehemently
criticized on social media,
but they were tolerant and
created space for dialogue.

Expressing disapproval
over use of foul language,
he said that concerns could
be conveyed in decent
words and not in an abu-
sive manner.   He opined
that a hysteria-like feelings
had permeated in the soci-
ety, and it would take time
to return to normality.

Pakistan to continue supporting...
Continued from page 1

The Committee re-
viewed and appreciated the
progress on the level of eco-
nomic engagements with
friendly countries and un-
derscored the need to effi-
ciently realise investment
commitments into eco-
nomic dividends.

The Apex body also
accorded in-principle ap-
proval for Strategic Canals
Vision 2030 and FBR Re-
forms. The Chief of the
Army Staff assured firm
resolve of the Pakistan
Army to support the
government’s initiatives for
the economic stability of
the country and the socio-
economic well-being of its
people.

In the end, the prime
minister appreciated the
role of SIFC, ministries, de-
partments and affiliated
stakeholders in accomplish-
ing the major economic
milestones as part of the
interim government and
setting the pace for future
endeavours.

He also urged the in-
coming government to en-
sure continuity of economic
policies by capitalising on
the positive momentum,
established by SIFC, in the
larger interest of the coun-
try.

Apex body...
Continued from page 1

Over 20m first time voters
get ready to cost votes

in general election
ISLANMABAD (INP): As Pakistan braces itself for
the upcoming general elections, an unprecedented wave
of enthusiasm is sweeping over more than 20 million
young individuals who are set to cast their votes for
the very first time. Recognizing the potential influence
of this substantial voting bloc, it becomes crucial to
educate these new voters on the correct procedures for
participating in the democratic process.

When heading to the polling booth, the initial step
involves the verification of the original national iden-
tity card by the polling officer. Details entered in the
electoral roll will be scrutinized, and names and serial
numbers will be called aloud for confirmation. A thumb
impression and an indelible ink mark on the thumb will
follow, marking the completion of this first phase.

Moving on to the second stage, Assistant Presid-
ing Officers will distribute green-colored ballot papers
for the National Assembly and white-colored ballot
papers for the Provincial Assembly. These papers,
signed and sealed at the back, are then handed over to

voters. Behind the privacy of the voting screen, indi-
viduals are encouraged to stamp their ballot papers
correctly with the electoral mark of their chosen candi-
date.

Green ballot papers are designated for the National
Assembly, to be placed in the corresponding green-
lidded ballot box, while white ballot papers for the
Provincial Assembly should be deposited in the white-
lidded ballot box.

Before heading to the polling station, it is crucial
for voters to adhere to specific instructions. Bringing
the original National Identity Card is mandatory, and
even an expired card will be acceptable. Maintaining
the confidentiality of the vote is stressed, and it’s em-
phasized that mobile phones and cameras are strictly
prohibited within the polling station. The voting pro-
cess is scheduled to commence at 8 am and conclude at
6 pm. Importantly, voters within the polling station
will be allowed to cast their votes even after the offi-
cial closing time.

Ahead of election

Govt. seals plan to
sell national airline

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ahead of elections next
week, Pakistan’s caretaker
administration is making
binding plans for a new gov-
ernment to sell loss-making
Pakistan International Air-
lines, according to the min-
ister in charge of the pro-
cess and other officials.

In the past, elected gov-
ernments have shied away
from undertaking unpopu-
lar reforms, including the
sale of the flag carrier. But
Pakistan, in deep economic
crisis, agreed in June to over-
haul loss-making state-
owned enterprises under a
deal with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for
a $3 billion bailout.

The government de-
cided to privatise PIA just
weeks after signing the
IMF agreement.

The caretaker adminis-
tration, which took office
in August to oversee the
Feb. 8 election, was em-
powered by the outgoing

parliament to take any
steps needed to meet the
budgetary targets agreed
with the IMF.

“Our job is 98% done,”
Privatisation Minister
Fawad Hasan Fawad told
media when asked about the
plan to sell the airline.

“The remaining 2% is
just to bring it on an excel
sheet after the cabinet ap-
proves it.”

Fawad said the plan,
drawn up by transaction
adviser Ernst & Young, will
be presented to the cabinet
for approval before the ten-
ure of the administration
ends following the election.
The cabinet will also decide
whether to sell the stake by
tender or through a govern-
ment-to-government deal,
Fawad said.

“What we have done in
just four months is what
past governments have
been trying to do for over a
decade,” Fawad said.
“There is no looking back.”

Pak, Belgian FMs discuss
cooperation in trade,

education sectors
BRUSSELS (APP): Care-
taker Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani on Friday met
with Belgian counterpart
Hadja Lahbib wherein they
discussed cooperation in
trade, education and
people-to-people contacts.

Foreign Minister Jilani
is currently on an official
visit to Brussels to attend
the 3rd EU Indo-Pacific
Ministerial Forum.

In the meeting, the two
foreign ministers reviewed
Pakistan-Belgium bilateral
relations and expressed sat-
isfaction on their positive
trajectory. Both sides
agreed on the importance of
continued engagement and
collaboration to strengthen
bilateral relations.

They also explored
new avenues of coopera-
tion for mutual prosperity.

Maryam says:

Vote PMLN to power for
country’s development

4th meeting of BoS of
Chemistry Department

at UoT  convened
independent Report

TURBAT: The 4th meeting of the Board of Studies of the
Chemistry Department at the University of Turbat (UoT)
was convened at UoT under the chairmanship of Dr.
Muhammad Haroon, the Department’s Chairperson. Dr.
Hameedullah, Associate Professor at the Department of
Chemistry BUITEMS participated in the meeting via
video link as subject expert.

Other members include Dr. Naeem Ullah, Dean of
Science, Engineering, and IT at UoT, Dr. Roohullah, As-

sociate Professor at the Chemistry Department of UoT,
Mr. Najam Ud Din, Lecture at the Chemistry Depart-
ment of UoT, Mr. Meraj Hameed, Lecturer at the Atta
Shad Degree College Turbat, and other lecturers at the
Girls Degree College Turbat including Miss Huma Akbar,
Miss Hina Akbar, and Miss Hani Abid.

The major purpose of the meeting was to align the
courses of BS and AD programs of Chemistry with the
revised HEC Undergraduate Policy 2023. The Board ad-
dressed various agenda items, resulting in fruitful resolu-
tions after thorough discussions. Notably, the sugges-
tions and recommendations from expert member were
endorsed by the participants of the meeting. In the clos-
ing remarks, the Convener of the Board, Dr. Muhammad
Haroon thanked the members of the meeting for their
active participation and valuable suggestions.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz Chief Organizer and
Senior Vice President
Maryam Nawaz urged
people on Friday to vote
the PMLN to power to put
Pakistan on the growth tra-
jectory.

During a public meet-
ing at historical Dhobi Ghat
ground (Iqbal Park) here,
she said she was surprised
by the massive gathering,
adding that huge participa-
tion in the public meeting
showed people love the
PML-N, which had served
them during its previous
tenure.

She also saluted the
commitment of Talal
Chaudhry and appreciated
the allegiance of Rana
Sanaullah Khan to the
party. She said, “We tagged
him as ‘Hakeem Sanaullah’,
who prudently tackled the
situation by promoting
unity among the PMLN
cadres.”  She said that when

Rana Sanaullah was impli-
cated in a fake drug-smug-
gling case, she went to see
him. He was wearing a mask
marked with the symbol of
tiger. When asked, Rana
Sana Ullah replied that if he
was only 2 per cent with
Nawaz Sharif, after that
case he was turned into a
man 1000 times with
Nawaz Sharif because of
oppressive and illegal act of
the ruling party.

She said that the people
of Faisalabad fully honored
commitment of Rana
Sanaullah by making the
gathering a historic one. “It
seems that people still love
Nawaz Sharif, as he was
always among them,” she
added. She said “we believe
in the politics of service in-
stead of indulging in insult-
ing political opponents”.
She said Nawaz Sharif was
ousted from power thrice,
but he never compromised
over national solidarity and
integrity.

Pakistan kicks off Davis
Cup tie against India

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan tennis ace
A i s a m - u l - H a q
Qureshi said Friday
he was motivated by
the rise of his former
doubles partner
Rohan Bopanna,
ahead of a historic
Davis Cup clash
against arch-rivals
India.

India’s Bopanna
rose to number one
on the ATP rankings
after winning the Aus-
tralian Open last
month, becoming the
oldest player ever to
snag the top spot at
the age of 43.

Qureshi and
Bopanna, dubbed the
Indo-Pak Express,
paired over a decade
ago to break into the
top 10 and reach the
2010 US Open final.

“Becoming world
number one and win-
ning the Australian
Open is a massive
achievement and in a
way it motivates me
as well and inspires a
lot of people,” 43-year-
old Qureshi told re-
porters ahead of a
first Davis Cup tie
against India on
home soil since 1964.

“I feel very proud
of him, obviously I
started my doubles
career with him and
we made a break-
through together,” he
said, adding their
“friendship will re-
main forever”.

Bopanna is not
part of the visiting
Indian camp, having
retired from the
Davis Cup last year.

The last tie be-
tween the two coun-
tries, which have
fought three wars
since they were forged
out of violent partition
76 years ago, took
place in neutral
Kazakhstan in 2014
with India winning 4-
0.

“The Indian team
just reaching Paki-
stan is already a win
for me,” Qureshi said.

“I’m happy and
proud to be a part of
it—that tennis might
play a role in mend-
ing the ties with In-
dia.”

India are the
strong favourites on
paper, but both camps
said they expected a
competitive clash.

Indian captain
Zeeshan Ali—whose
father was part of the
1964 team—described
coming to Pakistan as
“emotional” “The last
time India played
against Pakistan 60
years ago my father
was on the team and
he played three of the
matches which he
won,” Ali said.

“For me to be back
here in Pakistan as
captain of the Indian
team is an emotional
moment.”

Ali added that he

hoped the tie would
prove positive for ten-
nis.

“If we can help in
any way to spread
good friendship and
the game of tennis
then we would have
achieved our goal.”

Political differ-
ences over Kashmir
mean sporting teams
from each side rarely
visit the other unless
taking part in sanc-
tioned multi-national
events.

Indian player Yuki
Bhambri told AFP the
pressure of playing
against Pakistan dis-
appears once you step
on the court.

“There’s already a
lot of pressure when
playing for your coun-
try... I don’t think
there is any scope for
adding more.”

Asked if Bopanna
had considered coming
out of retirement to
play against Qureshi,
Bhambri said: “I think
if he had known before
(retiring) that there
was a possibility I’m
sure he would have
liked the chance to
come here and play.”

Two singles fix-
tures are scheduled
for Saturday with one
doubles and two
singles matches on
Sunday in the Group
1 playoff on the grass
courts of the Pakistan
Sports Complex in
Islamabad.

Five labourers
laid to rest amid
sobs and tears

M U Z A F F A R G A R H
(APP): The five out of nine
labourers hailing from tehsil
Alipur, who were martyred
in Sistan-Balohistan prov-
ince of Iran laid to rest after
collective funeral prayers
were offered here Friday.

The prayer was held at
ground of Government
High School amid the pres-
ence of hundreds of people
hailing from different walks
of life. The heinous kind of
incident caused the tragic
death of the labourers had
unfolded on the night of
January 26 and 27, near the
Panjgur district of Pakistan.

The deceased included
Ghulam Muhammad Jan,
Muhammad Akmal,
Muhammad Abu Bakr, son of
Ghulam Yasin, Shehryar, son
of Ghulam Hussain, Shabbir
Ahmed, son of Muhammad
Nawaz, Muhammad Nadeem,
son of Gulzar, Muhammad
Shahzad, son of Abdul Malik.

Bartlett’s debut 4-fer
downs West Indies

MELBOURNE (Online):
Debutant Xavier Bartlett
starred with the ball for
Australia, finishing with 4-
17 in his first international
game, to help the hosts be-
gin the ODI series with a
facile victory at the MCG
on Friday (February 2).
Bartlett’s excellent bowl-
ing performance restricted
West Indies to 231 before
Josh Inglis (65), Cameron
Green (77*) and Steve
Smith (79*) scored half-
centuries to help Austra-
lia win by 8 wickets with
11.3 overs to spare.

Australia had an early
setback in the chase as
Matthew Forde got Travis
Head to edge to the
‘keeper in the opening
over. Josh Inglis then got

the hosts going with regu-
lar boundaries, targeting
the inexperienced Forde.
He also went after Oshane
Thomas, striking two
fours and a six, before hit-
ting three fours off Forde
en route to  a 28-bal l
fifty. The introduction
of spin did little to con-
tain Australia as Inglis
scored boundaries off
Gu d ake sh  Mo t i e  an d
West Indies also lost a
review going upstairs for
a leg-before shout. But
they did use the DRS suc-
cessfully a short while
later, with replays con-
firming that Inglis got a bit
of glove when he tried a
reverse-sweep off Motie
and the ball lobbed to first
slip.

AB de Villiers expresses
admiration for Babar Azam,
desires on-field partnership

ISLAMABAD (INP): In a delightful exchange on X (for-
merly Twitter), former South African cricket sensation
AB de Villiers revealed his admiration for former Paki-
stan captain Babar Azam. The interaction unfolded dur-
ing a viral X-Space session initiated by Babar Azam,
inviting fans to engage in a Q&A session.

Babar Azam’s tweet garnered significant attention,
with AB de Villiers’ response stealing the spotlight. The
explosive South African batsman expressed his desire,
stating, “I would have loved to play with Babar Azam.”

Responding to the compliment, Babar Azam, during
the Twitter space session, labeled AB de Villiers as one of
his favorite cricketers and referred to the South African
legend as his dream batting partner. Despite not sharing
the field frequently, the duo had encounters during the
Pakistan Super League (PSL), where de Villiers repre-
sented Lahore Qalandars, and Babar played for Karachi
Kings.

Last night’s XSpace event provided Babar Azam’s
fans with a unique opportunity to connect directly with
the Pakistani cricket sensation. The interactive session
allowed followers to pose questions directly to the tal-
ented batsman.
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ISLAMABAD: A skilled person paints the wall of
7th Avenue underpass near Aabpara Market.

ISLAMABAD:  DG, FDE Tanveer Ahmed Principal
Prof Rozina Faheem  awarding Gold medal to a
student in 3rd Convocation of FG Home Economics
College F11/1.

ISLAMABAD:  Secretary Information Ms. Shahera Shahid inaugurates the
Digital Photography and Painting Exhibition in connection of Kashmir Soli-
darity Day observes on 5th February organized by Department of Electronic
Media and Publications at Information Services Academy.

ISLAMABAD:  A delegation of International Chess Federation calls on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Commonwealth Observation Team for Election 2024 meeting
with ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan.

ISLAMABAD:  Deputy Head of Mission France,
Guillaume Dabouis inaugurates ‘Burgeoning
Icons Exhibition’ at Gallery 6.

39th MCMC
officers visit

IPO- Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of the National
Institute of Management
(NIM) consisting of 15 of-
ficers of the Mid-Career
Management Course
(MCMC) visited the Intel-
lectual Property Organiza-
tion (IPO) headquarters in
Islamabad.

The Chair of IPO-Pa-
kistan, Ambassador ®
Farukh Amil, provided a
detailed briefing to the del-
egation about the working
of the organization, includ-
ing intellectual property
rights, administrative struc-
ture, legal framework,
progress, major issues, and
challenges, said a press re-
lease issued here on Friday.

The delegation also
received information about
innovation, business, IP
rights, trademarks, copy-
rights, patent inventions,
PCT, technological innova-
tion, and Geographical In-
dications.

PTI intra
party election

postponed
ISLAMABAD (online):
PTI intra party elections
have been postponed.

Talking to media men
here Friday PTI leader Bar-
rister Gohar said intra party
elections have been post-
poned under the directives
of PTI founder.

He held candidates
and voters are engaged in
election campaign at
present and intra party elec-
tions can divert their atten-
tion from general election.
Therefore, election are be-
ing postponed.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here intra party elec-
tion of PTI were to be held
on February 05.

11 outlaws
arrested; drugs
and weapons

recovered
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Police apprehended
11 outlaws including two
professional beggars from
different areas of the city
during the last 24 hours and
recovered drugs and weap-
ons from their possession,
a public relations officer
said. He said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer (ICCPO) Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police
has intensified crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments in order to eliminate
the crime from city. Follow-
ing these directions, the Sec-
retariat police team arrested
an accused namely Kashif
Iqbal and recovered 1018
gram heroin from his posses-
sion. The Industrial-Area po-
lice team arrested two accused
namely Shafique and Waqas
and recovered one 30 bore
pistol and 325 gram heroin
from their possession.

Information Secretary
for sensitizing youth
about Kashmir issue

Rain-wind,
thunderstorm
likely in most

parts of country
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has fore-
cast rain-wind/thunder-
storm with snowfall over
mountains for most parts
of the country during the
next 24 hours.

Isolated heavy falls/
snowfall is likely in
Balochistan during the pe-
riod.

Heavy rainfall may
cause flash flooding in local
nullah’s of Barkhan, Kohlu,
Sibbi, Naseerabad,
Dalbandin and Khuzdar on
2nd and 3rd of February.

According to the syn-
optic situation, a westerly
wave is affecting
Balochistan and Sindh and
is likely to approach upper
parts from tonight.

During the last 24
hours, cloudy weather pre-
vailed over southern and
central parts of the coun-
try while rain-thunder-
storm with snow over
mountains occurred in
Balochistan and lower
Sindh.

The rainfall recorded
was Balochistan: Turbat,
Khuzdar 07mm, Kalat 05,
Panjgur, Lasbela 01, Sindh:
Larkana 02, Hyderabad,
Karachi 01mm. The snow-
fall recorded was 0.4 inches
in Astore.

The lowest minimum
temperatures recorded were
Kalam -14C, Leh -12,
Malam Jabba, Astore -07,
Gupis -05, Skardu and
Rawalakot -04C.

Alvi for promoting chess at grassroots
levels and organizing tournaments

ISLAMABAD (Online):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
called for promoting chess
in the country, especially at
the grassroots levels,
through collaborations with
international chess organi-
zations, the private sector,
and organizing chess cham-
pionships in the country.

The President ex-
pressed these views while
talking to a delegation of the
International Chess Federa-
tion (FIDE), who called on
him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, to-
day. The delegation in-
cluded President FIDE and
former Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Russian Federa-
tion, Mr Arkady
Dvorkovich, President of

the Asian Chess Federation
and son of the late Presi-
dent of UAE, Sheikh Sul-
tan bin Khalifa Al-
Nehayan, Managing Direc-
tor FIDE, Ms Dana
Reizniece-Ozola, British
Chess Grandmaster, Dr
Nigel Short, Secretary Gen-
eral of Asian Chess Federa-
tion, Mr Hisham Al Taher,
Chief Patron of Chess Fed-
eration of Pakistan, Mr
Jauhar Saleem, and mem-
bers of FIDE, Asian Chess
Federation, Chess Federa-
tion of Pakistan, FIDE
Chess in Education Com-
mission, Islamabad
Scrabble Association, and
Pakistan Scrabble Associa-
tion.

Talking to the delega-
tion, the President high-
lighted the need to promote
healthy activities, including
chess in the country. He
stated that chess had men-
tal and educational benefits,
and it needed to be included
in the education system. He
further said that the game
of chess could help relieve
stress, besides enhancing
intellect as well as boosting
mental faculties.

The President high-
lighted the need to encour-
age chess by organizing
chess competitions and
tournaments in the country.
He also stressed the need
for developing collabora-
tions among the public and

private sectors to patron-
ize and promote chess in
Pakistan.

The delegation briefed
the President about the role
of the International Chess
Federation in promoting
chess in the world. The del-
egation highlighted that
there was great potential to
expand chess-related activi-
ties in Pakistan. It was ap-
prised that a large number
of people in Pakistan were
fond of the game. The del-
egation suggested that chess
should be promoted at the
primary level in schools,
adding that chess players
could also participate online
in World chess tourna-
ments.

Dr. Saqib says:

BISP holds prominent
position as global leader in
Social Protection Programs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson of the Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP), Dr. Muhammad
Amjad Saqib Friday em-
phasized that BISP holds a
prominent position as a
global leader in Social Pro-
tection Programs.

Addressing a presser,
the chairman stated that
BISP is serving 9.3 million
families in a dignified man-
ner through the compas-
sionate provision of finan-
cial support. Dr. Saqib said
that the transparency and
efficiency of BISP have
gathered recognition from
its International Develop-
mental Partners, owing to

the program’s credible da-
tabase and robust payment
mechanism.

Chairperson BISP
mentioned that, within a
short span, BISP, in col-
laboration with partner or-
ganizations and stakehold-
ers, initiated numerous new
projects.

Addressing concerns
raised during the distribu-
tion of quarterly funds un-
der the sponsorship pro-
gram, where women com-
plained of not receiving the
full amount, BISP intro-
duced a new banking sys-
tem for payments.

Initially handled by
only two banks, the coun-

try has now been divided
into 15 clusters, with more
than eight banks assigned to
reduce complaints of deduc-
tions.

Dr.  Saqib revealed that
BISP has augmented the
quarterly instalment of
Benazir Kafaalat by Rs.
1750 due to rising inflation,
resulting in eligible women
now receiving Rs. 10,500
per quarter instead of Rs.
8,750.

Additionally, the
amounts for Taleemi Wazaif
and Nashonuma have been
increased by Rs. 500 each.
Taleemi Wazaif supports
8.3 million children attend-
ing schools.

Mandatory Hajj
ritual training to
begin on Feb 12

Non provision of level playing field case:

IHC stops police from
harassing PTI supporters
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has stopped police
from harassing PTI sup-
porters.

Petition filed by PTI
leader and candidate Ali
Bukhari advocate and
Shaheen Shoaib regarding
non provision of level
playing field came up for
hearing before single
bench of IHC led by Chief
Justice (CJ) Aamer Farooq
Friday.

The CJ IHC sum-
moned SSP operation and
Election Commission (EC)
authorities on Tuesday.

CJ IHC Aamer Farooq
remarked we call higher au-

thorities and direct them.
The petitioners are

senior leaders and senior
lawyers of bar.

Shoaib Shaheen and
Ali Bukhari had filed peti-
tion against hindrances in
election campaign.

During the hearing
Shoaib Shaheen and Ali
Bukhari told the court Po-
lice are not refraining from
harassing. When our people
hold corner meeting then
police reach behind them .
We have told them we are
not Qabza group;.

The CJ IHC inquired
tell us to whom I should call.
To whom I should issue
order.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The first phase of manda-
tory Hajj ritual training for
intending pilgrims of the
Government Scheme will
commence on February 12
in seven Haji camps located
nationwide.

A spokesman of the
Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony said in a statement
that over 69,000 govern-
ment scheme pilgrims will
undergo training in two
phases in various districts
of the country.

The second training
phase would be started af-
ter the holy month of
Ramadan. Details of the
training schedule will be
communicated to the suc-
cessful intending pilgrims
through mobile messages
and the Hajj app.  Hajj pil-
grims will attend training
workshops at their conve-

nient local venues.
The spokesman said

the chief hajj trainer while
addressing the ministry’s 90
officers and official’s train-
ing workshop, said that
special attention in training
has been given to Hajj ritu-
als as well as discipline and
administrative issues.

The training curricu-
lum has already been final-
ized by Ahmed Nadeem
Khan, Joint Secretary Ad-
ministration of the Minis-
try, along with Director
General Syed Mushahed
Hussain Khalid and Chief
Trainer Nasir Aziz Khan.

Hajj training will be
conducted across seven
Hajj camps situated in vari-
ous districts. Quoting the
trainers, the spokesman
said the new extensive train-
ing program will cover the
‘Pak Hajj’ mobile app, guid-
ance for Hajj preparations.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Secretary for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Shaheera Shahid on Friday
underlined the need for edu-
cating the current and com-
ing generations about his-
torical facts regarding In-
dian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIoJK).

“It is our national ob-
ligation to sensitize our
young generation about
Kashmir as well as the cur-
rent situation there,” the
secretary said while ad-
dressing the inaugural cer-
emony of the Digital Pho-
tography and Painting Ex-
hibition here at Information
Service Academy.

The Directorate of
Electronic Media and Pub-

lic organized the exhibition
in connection with the
Kashmir Solidarity Day.

The secretary said In-
dia abrogated the Articles
370 and 35A of Indian con-
stitution for turning Muslim
majority in IIoJK into minor-
ity. India would not be able
to achieve its nefarious de-
signs in IIoJK, she added.

She said the United
Nations Security Council
should hear the Kashmir
case on merit. The peace in
South Asia region was di-
rectly linked to the resolu-
tion of Kashmir issue, she
added.

Pakistan stood with
Kashmiri brothers extend-
ing diplomatic, legal and
moral support to them, she
remarked.

IWMB celebrates
World Wetlands Day at
Kinara Park with students
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Wildlife
Management Board
(IWMB) on Friday cel-
ebrated the international
wetlands day at Kinara
Park near Rawal Lake with
students of schools and
universities to create aware-
ness among the young gen-
eration on the importance
and protection of wetlands
for healthy ecosystems.

The theme for this
year was “Wetlands and
human wellbeing”. Its goal
is to highlight how all as-
pects of human well-being
“physical, mental, and en-
vironmental” are tied to the
health of the world’s wet-
lands. The wetlands day
emerged on the global cal-
endar after the Ramsar
Convention, named after
the Iranian city of Ramsar,
was ratified which was an
international treaty for the
conservation of wetlands on
February 2, 1971. Since
then, the day is observed.

The IWMB regularly
celebrates the Day and this
time it was held in a unique
fashion with students’ be-
ing sensitized through a
special awareness session
on the topic and its role in
nature conservation fol-
lowed up a group activity
to hold cleanup exercise
around the Park and ended
up with a quiz and books
distribution among the stu-
dents.

The students from the
Scholars School Bhara

Kahu, National University
of Modern Languages
(NUML) and Fatima Jinnah
Women University
(FJWU) both male and fe-
male joined the Wetlands
Day celebration.

Wetlands cover only
six percent of the earth, but
more than forty percent of
animal and plant species
live and breed in wetlands.

Pakistan also hosts 15
potential wetlands sides
along the banks of its larg-
est River Indus that can
help improve the shrinking
rivers’ water mass and
cleanliness as it was one of
the world’s most polluted
rivers mainly due to plas-
tics.

Apart from that there
were some nineteen wet-
lands existing in the coun-
try that offer one of the
world most pristine natu-
ral ecosystems with eye-
catching views and mesmer-
izing population of exotic
flora and fauna.

These wetlands
sprawl across the four prov-
inces of Sindh, Balochistan,
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The Astola
(Haft Talar) Island,
Balochistan, Chashma Bar-
rage, Mianwali District,
Punjab, Deh Akro-II Desert
Wetland Complex, Sindh,
Drigh Lake, Sindh, Haleji
Lake, Sindh, Hub Dam,
Sindh, Balochistan, Indus
Delta, Sindh, Indus Dol-
phin Reserve, Sindh, Jiwani
Coastal Wetland.

Hurriyat leader lauds
Pakistan’s unconditional
support to Kashmir cause
ISLAMABAD (APP): Se-
nior Hurriyet Leader Raja
Najabat Hussain Friday
appreciated Pakistani na-
tion and friends of Kash-
mir across the globe for un-
conditional support for
Kashmiris fighting for their
right to self-determination.

Pakistan is determined
to continue its moral, po-
litical and diplomatic sup-
port to the Kashmir issue,
adding, media is also play-
ing a vital role in highlight-
ing Kashmir issue and In-
dian atrocities, he said while
talking to Radio Pakistan’
current Affair program.

He said Kashmiris on
both sides of LoC and across
the globe will observe 5th
Feb as Kashmir Solidarity
Day, adding,

the purpose of ob-
serving this day is to ex-

press solidarity with the
Kashmiris that are suffer-
ing from Indian atrocities.

“We are firmly stands
with our Kashmiri brethren
facing Indian aggression”,
he added.

We, as Kashmiris, will
be holding meetings, con-
ducting seminars and con-
ferences not only on 5th of
February but also do the
same on 9th of February on
the occasion of the death
anniversary of Afzal Guru,
he mentioned. We are work-
ing closely with all Paki-
stani and Kashmiri organi-
zations in the European
Union and the United King-
dom, he added. The Pro-In-
dia Kashmiris are also con-
demning the Indian brutal
activities in the Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, he mentioned.

Pakistan Subnational
Food System Dashboard

to help policy makers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The experts at a seminar on
Friday termed the recently
established Pakistan
Subnational Food System
Dashboard as a problem-
solving advanced solution
for the policymakers and
academia working in the
field of agriculture and food
security. The seminar
titled, “Using Digital Plat-
forms for Sustaining Food
Systems”, was organized
by the Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute
(SDPI) in collaboration
with the Global Alliance for
Improved Nutrition
(GAIN), said a press re-
lease issued here. Speaking
on the occasion, Dr Ghulam
Sadiq Afridi, Member of
Social Sciences, Pakistan
Agricultural Research

Council (PARC), said
though the country had the
world’s one of the most di-
verse and beautiful agricul-
tural landscape, it is ranked
eighth globally in farm pro-
duction. The establishment
of Pakistan’s Subnational
Food Systems Dashboard
by the Ministry of National
Food Security and Research
in partnership with the
Global Alliance for Im-
proved Nutrition (GAIN)
and housed in the Pakistan
Agriculture Research Coun-
cil (PARC), is the critical
step towards the provision
of easy access to the avail-
able data.

“We are going to ini-
tiate specific interventions
for food system transfor-
mation and Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs).

Wanted member of drug
peddler gang arrested;

huge cache drugs recovered
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Police Shams
Colony police team ar-
rested a peddler and recov-
ered a huge cache of drugs
from his possession, a pub-
lic relations officer said.

He said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice officer (ICCPO) Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police
has intensified crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments in order to eliminate
the crime from the city.

Following these direc-
tives, the Shams Colony
police team arrested an ac-
cused namely Muhammad

Asif and recovered 1821
grams of heroin from his
possession. Case has been
registered against the ac-
cused and further investi-
gation is underway.

Islamabad Capital
City Police officer (ICCPO)
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan di-
rected all senior officials for
effective crackdown against
the accused involved in
drug peddling activities.

He emphasized that
Islamabad Capital Police
will not leave any stone
unturned to curb the men-
ace of drugs. “No one
would be allowed to play
with the precious lives of
our young generation” he
added.

Two missing
boys reunited

with their
families

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad Capital Police
Industrial Area and Shams
Colony police station
teams reunited two miss-
ing boys with their par-
ents, a public relation of-
ficer said.

According to the de-
tails, the Industrial- Area
police station team received
an application from a citi-
zen in which he stated that
his son, namely
Muhammad Ali had been
missing and could not be
traced despite hectic efforts
by family members.

Similarly, the Shams
Colony police station team
received an application
from a citizen in which he
stated that his son, namely
Nawaz Sharif had been
missing and could not be
traced despite hectic efforts
by family members.

CW observation team for
election briefed about
security arrangements

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According to the details, the Common-
wealth observation team for election 2024 visited Safe
City Islamabad and met with Islamabad Capital City
Police Officer (ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, a pub-
lic relations officer said.

He said that, a meeting was organized at Command
and Center for Election 2024, which was attended by
the Commonwealth observation team and senior offic-
ers of Islamabad Capital Police.

During the meeting, the Commonwealth observa-
tion team was given a detailed briefing on the measures
regarding election security in the federal capital,
Islamabad.

Chairperson Commonwealth observation team ap-
preciated the efforts of ICCPO and praised the Islamabad
Capital Police.
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Date confirmed
The sense of uncertainty that
had taken hold between the
nights of Wednesday and
Thursday stands broken. We
have a green signal: elections
will go ahead as scheduled on
Feb 8.

The prospects of polls be-
ing held all over the country
on the same day had been
thrown in doubt once again
after reports that the ECP had
requisitioned a high-level moot
yesterday over the worsening
law and order situation in KP
and Balochistan. The an-
nouncement had led some to
speculate that an election de-
lay in the two provinces might
be on the cards.

A senior ECP official had told
this publication that the Com-
mission was deeply perturbed
over the recent surge in ter-
rorism-related violence and
discussed the option of delay-
ing polls in high-risk areas. An-
other said, “Anything was pos-
sible.” Meanwhile, a statement
issued on behalf of the army
had been more reassuring,
promising that the armed
forces were ready to protect
the “quintessential democratic
exercise”.

All is certainly not well in
the country, not with candi-
dates being gunned down or
targeted in gun and bomb at-
tacks on their offices, convoys
and rallies.

There is a clear and present
danger from the myriad terror-
ist and militant outfits operat-
ing in the country, who have
made plain their intentions to
use this sensitive transitional
period as an opportunity to sow
more chaos in the country.

There is considerable social
unrest, not just due to the ex-
treme political polarisation
seen in this election cycle but
also because of more en-
trenched issues, such as the
discontent of the people of GB
and the enforced disappear-
ance crisis plaguing
Balochistan.

It is within this challenging
environment that law enforce-
ment and security forces have
to operate as they strive to pro-
tect a nationwide activity that
has the participation of mil-
lions of citizens. Commend-
ably, they are rising to the oc-
casion and have reaffirmed
their preparedness for the task
at hand.

It has been stated before,
but bears repeating that our
security forces and law-en-
forcement agencies must now
dedicate their energies solely
to their core job of protecting
the people. Taking a confron-
tational position against those
they are responsible for pro-
tecting is not just a violation of
their oath of service, it also cre-
ates unnecessary risks that
may imperil the law-and-order
situation. All they should fo-
cus on is the safety and secu-
rity of the public. Law enforc-
ers must remember that they
are there to fix problems, not
become a part of them. As they
make their security plans,
policymakers should account
for the fact that inimical forces
seeking to destabilise the
country will try to take advan-
tage of its internal divisions.
To counter their designs, LEAs
and security forces must affirm
that they are there for every-
one, regardless of their politi-
cal affiliations or beliefs.

Education and manifestos

India’s hybrid warfare

Why suffering? Grim Islamabad

Faisal Bari
Do party manifestos show
intentions? Going by past
record, they do not. Hardly
ever have parties adhered to
manifestos. But manifestos
do show what parties want
the people to know or think
about their intentions.

Should party manifes-
tos be judged on the basis
of what is being promised
or should there be some as-
sessment of whether or not
the promises are realistic
and what plans, however
rudimentary, have been
shared about how promises
will be fulfilled?

If we go with prom-
ises alone, a party with no
intention of fulfilling them
can promise the moon in
their manifesto. If realism
is the test, the more realis-
tic plans will look too mod-
est compared to those
promising the moon. The
best option seems to be to
have some idea of what the
promises are, while keep-
ing in mind our current po-
sition, and examining the
ways parties are suggesting
for fulfilling their promises.
Since worked-out plans are
not shared in manifestos, it
remains a bit of a guessing
game.

I had the opportunity
to look at the education sec-
tions of the manifestos of
four political parties: the
PML-N, PTI, PPP and the
Jamaat-i-Islami (JI).

All four have prom-
ised they will raise govern-
ment expenditure on edu-
cation to four to five per
cent of GDP. Current gov-
ernment expenditure is well
below 2pc of GDP. So, all
of them are promising at
least a 100pc increase in
education expenditure.
Four per cent of GDP is
what is usually recom-
mended as minimum expen-
diture on education that
countries should commit
to.

But we have never re-
ally gone above 2pc, de-
spite many manifestos
promising this in the past
as well. When the country
raises only about 9-10pc of
GDP in taxes, how can edu-
cation spending reach 4pc?
Are all parties just
parroting what they are ex-
pected to say about educa-
tion expenditure? Seems to
be more than a possibility.

The PPP seems to be
the only one that has given
some thought to the imple-
mentation of the right to
education. The say they
will ‘implement Article 25A

Syed Fahim
A stillbirth. A toddler di-
agnosed with Down syn-
drome. A teenage case of
leukaemia. A rare blood
disorder in the 30s. Can-
cer with a single-digit
survival rate in the 40s.
Death at wholesale rate
in a territory — as if col-
lective suffering some-
how makes it easier to
bear the burden than in-
dividual loss. We are sur-
rounded and baffled by
suffering. And what fol-
lows then is the biggest
quest ion of them al l :
why me? And why this
hardship?

Bu t  th e  qu es t ion
tha t  has  con fo un ded
theologians and philoso-
phers since the incep-
tion of humanity is even
more fundamental: why
does suffering even ex-
ist in a world designed
by a kind and benevolent
God?

Ch ri s t ian i ty  sees
suffering as  a  conse-
quence of the ‘disobedi-
ence’ of Adam and Eve
in the Garden of Eden.
Islam and Judaism pro-
claim suffering to be a
test of faith from God.
Bu dd hi sm d ec la res
dukkha, a result of ma-
terial attachment, while
Hinduism’s karma im-
plies one’s current suf-
fering as an aftermath of
their actions in previous
lives.

Some philosophers
argue that suffering is a
necessary part of human
existence, fostering em-
pathy, personal growth,
or moral development.
Others opine that suffer-
ing is a necessary conse-
quence of free will or
that it plays a role in the
greater good.

In Man’s Search for
Meaning,  psychiatr ist
Viktor Frankl provides a
thoughtful analogy. He
asks whether an ape be-
ing punctured repeat-
edly to develop a vaccine
would ever be able to
grasp the meaning of its

suffering. The obvious
answer is it would not;
with its limited intelli-
gence, it could not enter
the  wor ld  o f man  —
which is the only world
in which the meaning of
its suffering would be
understandable. He then
follows up with a rhe-
torical question about
humans. Can we really
understand the reason
and the meaning of our
suffering while being
par t  o f  th is  mater ia l
world? “Is it not con-
ceivable that there is still
ano ther  d imension ;  a
world in which the ques-
tion of an ultimate mean-
ing of human suffering
wo uld  f i nd  an
answer?”he asks.

In te res t in g,  o ne
thinks, but a grand argu-
ment does not ease the
pain or dilute my mis-
ery. And then comes the
backup argument — you
are not alone! The list of
beings afflicted by grief
is led by our prophets.
And then there are all
and sundry,  everyone
wi th  a  s to ry o f t he i r
own. The variety and the
ubiquity still do not re-
lieve one’s agony, but
maybe they make it more
digestible on the accord
of i t  being somewhat
democratic. Here is how
I try to wrap my head
around it.

Everyone must get
through it (Quran 2:155,
2:214, 29:2). This is just
by design, the way this
universe is programmed.
If we think someone is
spared and they have it
all good in every sense,
it is more our ignorance
than the absence of suf-
fering.

Nobody will have it
more than one could bear
(Quran 2:286).  While
everyone is unique and
our sufferings appear
unbearable, in the grand
factory of this world, we
are not much different
th an  p ieces  o f  metal
coming out of a foundry
s tamp ed  wi th  th ei r
unique tensile and yield

strengths.
Th e Design er

knows our limits, and
th ose l imi ts  a re  r e-
spected when we are put
under these harsh tests.

Every situation is a
test. This world around
us is a test. Sometimes,
the test is of gratitude,
and other times the test
is of forti tude (Quran
27:40). We feel the burn
of the hard situations,
but we do not feel the
blush of the good times.

If we think we do
not deserve such a bur-
densome test ,  that  is ,
perhaps, quite true. The
Quran says that “if Al-
l ah  were  to  imp ose
blame on the people for
wha t  th ey h ave
ear-n--ed, He would not
le--ave upon earth any
creature” (35:45). We are
most likely getting much
less than we truly de-
serve.

Our grace in how we
deal with it will get us the
accolades we need for the
later parts of your story
(Quran 2:156-157,
2:177). The sufferings of
our prophets all had a
good ending. But that ex-
actly is the caveat. They
graced their sufferings
with perseverance, resil-
ience, and patience, which
in turn was rewarded by
the Lord. Now, does this
answer all the questions
for me? Maybe not. But
perhaps these are not the
questions we ought to an-
swer. The question for us
is to identify what our
test is as we breathe the
current breath. Is it the
security of our four walls
and the roof we shelter
under, or the guaranteed
next meal?

Or is our test the
misfortune that is chok-
ing our airways, the one
that we did not foresee,
and that we feel we did
not deserve? The short
an swer  i s :  a l l  o f  th e
above. And our attitude
in dealing with them will
determine if we are truly
worthy of these tests.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Aasim Sajjad Akhtar
Sixty years after it was
created, Islamabad is still
said to be 10 kilometres
from Pakistan proper, an
oasis of greenery, pros-
perity and technocracy
insulated from the grime,
poverty and chaos of the
rest of the country. The
city’s administrative and
propertied elite alike in-
dulgently call it Islamabad
the beautiful.

It certainly is — or
perhaps it is more accu-
rate to now say, was — a
pretty city. For the past
few weeks, the Margalla
Hills within which the
metropole nests have
been barely visible, a low-
hanging and thick cloud of
smog generating debate
amongst the chattering
classes whether the capi-
tal is now beating Lahore,
Karachi and Peshawar in
the AQI stakes.

Once known for its
trees and quiet ,
Islamabad is increasingly
the site of incessant road
and real estate-related
construction. The city has
expanded at exponential
rates, the Capital Devel-
opment Authori ty
(CDA) making billions
from land auctions whilst
dispossessing historical
villages. Gated housing
schemes are all you see
for miles in suburban ge-
ographies, and purchasing
a motor vehicle is the only
way to get from one end
of the metropolis to the
other.

Since the turn of the
millennium, Islamabad’s
population has tripled
from approximately
800,000 to 2.5 million.
The majority of those
who have migrated into
the capital are young and
working class. There are
low-caste workers from
villages in central Punjab
and the Seraiki Wasaib,
Pakhtuns who have fled
their homes due to the
‘war on terror’, and any
number of Baloch, Sindhi,
Gilgit-Baltistani and other
young people who have

come to study or find
jobs.

There is no public
transport for them, while
health and education are
hostage to the dictates of
profit. Potable water is
drying up. Those who as-
pire to white-collar lives
survive in rented accom-
modation,  while the
wretched of the earth can
only find shelter in katchi
abadis. This working-
class majority is not re-
sponsible for destroying
the ecosystem — that
credit goes to property
developers, big contrac-
tors and the civil-military
oligarchy — but it bears
the primary costs of en-
vironmental despoliation.

Long before this
winter’s smog made clear
that Islamabad is headed
on a similar trajectory to
the rest of metropolitan
Pakistan,  Islamabad’s
working people routinely
dealt with violent dispos-
session from homes and
livelihoods. The irony is
that katchi abadi dwellers,
young students and youth
as well as daily wage
workers and street ven-
dors face the big stick of
the CDA and Islamabad
administrat ion in  the
name of ‘legality’.

Forget the land grab-
bing and other violations
of the law by real estate
moguls,  propert ied
classes and khaki-led bu-
reaucratic overlords run-
ning the city. There is no
democratic institution
that exists in the capital,
with the sole local govern-
ment poll in 2016 making
almost no dent on the
city’s bureaucrat ic
temples. There are three
National Assembly seats
in the capital and most
bourgeois parties put up
high-profile candidates
with little connection to
the city’s working masses
— and that  is  i f one
doesn’t even account for
the farcical nature of the
coming (s)election.

Islamabad has cer-
tainly grown a reputation
for hosting protestors

from across Pakistan, but
the recent treatment of
Baloch women who led a
long march into the city
clarifies how genuinely
democratic voices are
treated in what is sup-
posed to be the symbol
of the federation.

For all of its narcis-
sism and lack of concern
for working people,
Islamabad’s — and
Rawalpindi’s — parasitic
ruling class and those
who live on its coattails
won’t be able to fully in-
sulate i tself from the
downward spiral  over
which it is presiding. The
disaffect ion fel t  by
Baloch, Gilgit-Baltistani,
Pakhtun, Sindhi, and so
many young politically
conscious people both in
their home regions and as
migrants in the capital is
intensifying. The das-
tardly killing of a politi-
cal youth leader in Bajaur
shows how little changes
in the peripheries. In the
capital itself, katchi abadi
dwellers and rehri-
wallahs are still  being
ghettoised.

Islamabad’s environs
are wasting away at the
altar of profit and power
with no care for the needs
of future generations. The
tyranny of a socioeco-
nomic order in rural pe-
ripheries that  forces
working people to migrate
and massive demographic
pressures mean that
young people looking for
livelihood and dignity will
continue to stream into
the capital. An ossified
administrat ive centre
proudly founded by Gens
Yahya Khan and Ayub
Khan will continue to
benefit from the labour of
this mass while grimly re-
fusing to shed its dictato-
rial essence. Progressive
political mobilisation will
be the countervail ing
force and our only hope
that Islamabad — and the
rest of metropolitan Pa-
kistan — does not become
a total graveyard for the
working people that make
it tick.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Amanat Ali
Chaudhry

The term ‘hybrid warfare’
refers to a combination of
traditional military means
and the use of non-military
resources deployed to
achieve broader military and
strategic objectives. That
which cannot be achieved
through the use of hard
power should be won by
all other means.

The decision to em-
ploy hybrid warfare as a
preferred policy follows
the failure of the conven-
tional military force espe-
cially in situations of for-
eign occupation and colo-
nization where the occupy-
ing forces are unable to sup-
press the collective aspira-
tions of an indigenous
people.

Two factors stand out.
First, hybrid warfare rep-
resents the limitations of
the military means in pro-
tracted conflicts, especially
when it seeks to eradicate
the idea of self-determina-
tion that is rooted as much
in history as it is in the
socio-cultural, political and
religious identity of a colo-
nized people.

Second, it aims to un-
dermine the consensus on
the collective ideas of iden-

tity and self-determination
by spreading confusion,
deepening divisions and
manufacturing consent. The
principal objective here is
to break the will of the na-
tion through the manipula-
tion of information.

The longstanding
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute, an unfinished agenda
of Partition in 1947, is the
most relevant example of
the heroic defiance of a
people who have refused to
bow down to the Indian
policy of intimidation, na-
ked use of force, enforced
disappearances and occu-
pation.

Dubbed as one of the
most militarized zones in
the world, which the ex-
perts believe is a nuclear
flashpoint in South Asia,
Indian illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) is a place where the
Indian hybrid warfare
model, of which informa-
tion manipulation is a ma-
jor plank, is being put to its
worst use by the Hindutva-
inspired Modi government.

The BJP, which has
long wanted to change the
ideological orientation of
India, is on a mission to re-
fashion India as a Hindu-
only country. It is, there-
fore, in the fitness of things
to suggest that its actions

in IIOJK that ended the
limited autonomy afforded
to the state of Jammu and
Kashmir in August 2019
need to be analysed from
the perspective of informa-
tion warfare that is now in
full play in the restive val-
ley.

In the contemporary
information age, the signifi-
cance of narrative power
cannot be overstated. Hy-
brid warfare strategically
leverages the influence of
the information era, em-
ploying tactics like
disinformation, fake news,
cyberattacks, and media
manipulation to shape per-
ceptions and twist opin-
ions. A case in point is
India’s attempt to portray
a semblance of normality
during the G-20 tourism
working group meeting held
in IIOJK in 2023.

In 2021, India was
caught running a clandestine
network of disinformation
by EU DisinfoLab. It also
arranged stage-managed
tours for members of the
European Parliament to
give an impression of ‘nor-
malcy’ in IIOJK. The idea
here was to sell the notion
to the international diplo-
matic community that the
Kashmir Question was
settled after the withdrawal
of the statehood of Jammu

and Kashmir.
The recent decision by

the Indian Supreme Court
whereby it legitimized all
actions of the Modi govern-
ment taken on August 5,
2019 is also linked to the
same chain, which seeks to
present the Kashmir Ques-
tion as an internal affair of
India in an attempt to es-
cape international criticism
of its actions.

The Modi
government’s implementa-
tion of a controversial me-
dia policy in June 2020
granted authorities addi-
tional powers to strengthen
their control over the nar-
rative, exacerbating the limi-
tations on press freedom.
Kashmiri journalists who
have braved incarcerations,
torture, and dismissals
from their jobs serve as stark
examples of the ruthless
implementation of this in-
formation warfare strategy.
Even after temporary re-
leases, most of these jour-
nalists encountered prompt
rearrests, with oppressive
measures like the Public
Safety Act being utilized to
curtail journalistic freedom.
This recurrent pattern of
intimidation and retribution
highlights a troubling state
of the press in IIOJK at the
hands of Indian authorities.

Constraints imposed

on local media outlets serve
as a calculated manoeuvre
to regulate the dissemina-
tion of information. Indian
authorities aim to shape a
narrative by restricting ac-
cess to authentic reporting
through credible journalists.

Despite claiming lead-
ership in the field of infor-
mation technology, India
has carried out repeated
internet shutdowns in
IIOJK. It has strictly regu-
lated the flow of informa-
tion, especially on social
media platforms through a
series of measures, which
involve arbitrary arrests of
journalists on terrorism
charges, and the shutdown
of news outlets remotely
seen to be critical of the
Modi government. India
represents a perfect ex-
ample of a country that has
methodically employed
disinformation and fake
news to construct an alter-
nate reality to avoid global
censure for its systematic
erosion of press freedoms.

The disclosure of a
substantial data breach, re-
vealing the exposure of per-
sonally identifiable infor-
mation belonging to 815
million Indians, highlights
significant weaknesses in
data security. The compro-
mised data, which includes
Aadhaar card numbers,

passport information,
names, phone numbers, and
addresses, being offered for
sale on the dark web con-
stitutes a severe breach of
privacy, prompting serious
concerns over the safe-
guarding of sensitive per-
sonal information.

Complementing infor-
mation warfare is the cun-
ning, nay mischievous, use
of Indian cinema to dehu-
manize Kashmiris. Movies
like ‘The Kashmir Files’
represent a shrewd attempt
at curating a narrative along
the lines of anti-Muslim
prejudice that borders on
outright hostility. This in-
creasing trend of highly ‘na-
tionalistic’ films not only
tends to glorify the current
Indian leadership but also
legitimizes structural and
physical violence by equat-
ing Muslims with terror-
ists.

For a society that is
plagued by the ever-widen-
ing fault lines, these mis-
representations of Muslims
in general and Kashmiri
Muslims in particular, are
leading to consequences
that go beyond the screens
and are reshaping the con-
sciousness of people by
further poisoning the envi-
ronment of hate, discrimi-
nation and isolation.  --
Courtesy TheNews

of the Constitution in let-
ter and spirit’. And they do
talk about ensuring that a
primary school can be
reached within 30 minutes
and secondary school
within 60 by every child
(however, one is not clear
if this is the walking dis-
tance or distance travelled
by other means).

The PML-N mani-
festo is disappointing. It
does not talk of 25A; it just
mentions that it will expand
a lot of its initiatives from
the Punjab 2013-2018 pe-
riod including scholarship
schemes, Daanish schools
and public-private partner-
ships.

It is good to see the
PTI move away from its
insistence on having a
‘single’ curriculum to a
‘common core’ syllabus.
They also mention midday
meals and free textbooks.
But there is no discussion
of 25A.

JI’s manifesto is quite
elaborate but the most dis-
turbing as well. They do say
they want education to be
for all but they also say
they will have a uniform
system of education for
everyone. They do not
elaborate on what this
means.

They want education

to be a federal responsibil-
ity and not a provincial
subject. They want to put
Islamic and Pakistani ide-
ology at the centre of our
curriculum and want to
ensure that all education is
in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Quran
and Sunnah. They prom-
ise to do away with co-
education.

Islamiat and Pakistan
Studies are already com-
pulsory subjects. The
PTI’s last government
added a lot of new content
to these subjects. The
Single National Curriculum
added religious material to
the curricula of other sub-
jects such as English and
Urdu. Nazara Quranic reci-
tation was made compul-
sory. For higher grades, the
teaching of the Quran with
translation was also added.

What more does JI
want? How do we make
education more Islamic and
Pakistani? There are many
educationists who say that
we have already turned
mainstream schools into
madressahs.

For higher education,
it is all about more univer-
sities. The PTI and PPP
promise a university in
each district. There is, again,
no discussion on how this

is the best way to serve the
cause of higher education.
We already have 250-odd
universities in the country
and a fairly high unemploy-
ment rate amongst educated
youth. Should improving
the quality of existing in-
stitutions not be a priority,
instead? And if expansions
are needed, many of the
250 institutions can expand
readily; why are brick-and-
mortar commitments so
important?

On the whole, the
manifestos are a disappoint-
ment. The promise to raise
education expenditure to 4-
5pc of GDP is an old one
and has never been imple-
mented. Given our current
economic situation, it
seems unlikely that any
government will be able to
do that in the foreseeable
future.

All parties,  other
than JI, mention they will
use public-private part-
nerships more extensively
for improving educational
access and the quality of
provision.

This is one area that
requires more attention
and we have had some
success here (the Punjab
Education Foundation,
Sindh Education Founda-
tion), but there are also

fears that such partner-
ships might be used by the
government to avoid its
responsibilities in educa-
tion provision and/ or to
introduce privatisation
under the guise of partner-
ship. Parties will need to
remain vigilant against
these dangers.

There is no real com-
mitment to implementing
Article 25A other than by
the PPP and JI. The PPP
is the only party that
makes the commitment
explicit. Most of the ini-
tiatives mentioned in the
manifestos of the PML-N,
PTI and PPP are from
their respective stints in
government. But those
initiatives did not do a
whole lot for education
access or quality improve-
ment even then. How will
they do better now?

If these manifestos
represent the best think-
ing of these parties on
education issues and pro-
posed solutions, educa-
tion will remain a ne-
glected area and 26 million
children will continue to
stay out of schools and the
majority of children who
are in schools in Pakistan
will continue to get poor-
quality education.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn
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LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman in a group photo
with participants during book launching ceremony of “Zaban Yaar Man
Turky” by overseas Pakistani Dr. Tasawar Aslam Bhutta at Governor House.

PESHAWAR: A delegation of NGO representatives of e-cigarettes and vape
eradication amongst youngsters meeting with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Gover-
nor, Haji Ghulam Ali.

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi offering Dua af-
ter inaugurating Multan University of Science and Technology.

PESHAWAR: Minister Information and Tourism
Barrister Feroze Jamal Kaka Khel visiting pic-
ture exhibition in connection with Kashmir Soli-
darity Day at Nishtar Hall.

FAISALABAD: Prof Dr Zill-e-Huma Nazli Vice
Chancellor (VC) Government College Women Uni-
versity Faisalabad (GCUWF) is leading a walk or-
ganized by Department of Sociology GCUWF in
connection with Kashmir Solidarity week.

LAHORE: Caretaker Provincial Education Minis-
ter, Mansoor Qadir giving a shield to a participant
after the D.M.S cores organized by Management
Professional Development Department, at a local
hotel, in the Provincial Capital.

LGH equipped
with modern MRI,
CT scan machines

Election 2024: Great enthusiasm witnesses among voters in merged tribal districts
KHYBER (APP): With
only six days left in general
election 2024, electioneer-
ing reached to its peak in all
seven merged tribal districts
(erstwhile Fata) where can-
didates started approaching
large tribes seeking their
support besides busy in
election rallies and door to
door meetings to attract
voters. From South
Waziristan to Bajaur and
Khyber to North
Waziristan tribal districts,
the candidates of different
political parties and their
supporters were gearing up
to elect their representa-
tives for national and KP
assemblies for next five
years on February 8, 2024.

Tribal people started
gearing up for another his-
toric moment to poll their
votes for the first time in
their history for both Na-
tional Assembly and KP
legislature seats taking place
simultaneously at South

Waziristan, North
Waziristan, Kurram,
Khyber, Orakzai,
Mohmand and Bajaur tribal
districts on February 8,
2024.

“I am eagerly awaiting
for the February 8 election
to cast my first vote,”said
Asghar Afridi, a voter of
tehsil Bara Khyber tribal
district.

Besides his area’s
people, he said they would
go in groups to polling sta-
tions along with families
and friends to fulfil the na-
tional obligations. Like
Asghar, great enthusiasm is
being witnessed among vot-
ers in these tribal districts.

The earlier election
milestone had been
achieved in 2019, when 16
seats of the tribal districts
in the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly
were contested for the first
time following their merger
with the province.

The inaugural elec-
tions for the provincial as-
sembly seats from the
merged districts took place
on July 18, 2019- a year
after the general polls of
July 25, 2018. Bajaur had
two NA seats in the 2018
general elections that had
now been reduced to one
following the delimitation
of constituencies last year.

Independent candi-
dates dominated the pro-
vincial polls by securing six
seats, followed by the PTI
with five in 2019 elections.
The candidates of the JUI-
F bagged three seats while
the ANP and Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) both won one
each respectively.

Three independent
candidates joined the
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP) and formed a new
parliamentary party in the
province. Of the four re-
served seats for women
from the merged districts,

the PTI secured two while
the JUI-F and BAP both
acquired one each while the
lone reserved seat for mi-
norities was also bagged by
the PTI.

Dr. A.H.Hilali, ex
chairman political science
department, university of
Peshawar said that Febru-
ary 8, 2024 would be his-
toric movement for tribal
people of merged tribal dis-
tricts of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa would exer-
cise their right of franchise
for the second time to elect
their representatives for
next five years.

He said merged tribal
districts have a different
political culture than settled
districts where large tribes
play a key role in deciding
the fate of candidates.

Dr Hilali said that lit-
eracy rate in merged tribal
districts were significantly
improved and expected high
turnout in this election com-

pared to last election.
In the 2019 polls,

Anwar Zeb Khan of PTI
had won PK-100 Bajaur-I
and Ajmal Khan of the same
party was elected from PK-
101 Bajaur-II. Similarly,
JI’s Sirajuddin Khan from
PK-102 Bajaur-III, ANP’s
Nisar Ahmed from PK-103
Mohmand-I, independent
candidate Abbas Rehman
from PK-104 Mohmand-II,
and independent candidate
Shafiq Afridi from PK-105
Khyber-I were also elected.

Others who emerged
victorious included inde-
pendent candidate Bilawal
Afridi from PK-106
Khyber-II, independent
candidate Mohammad
Shafiq from PK-107
Khyber-III, JUI-F’s
Muhammad Riaz from PK-
108 Kurram-I, and PTI’s
Syed Iqbal Mian from PK-
109 Kurram-I.

Independent candi-
date Syed Ghazi Ghazan

Jamal secured a win from
PK-110 Orakzai, PTI’s
Muhammad Iqbal Khan
from PK-111 North
Waziristan-I, independent
candidate Mir Kalam Wazir
from PK-112 North
Waziristan-II, JUI-F’s
Hafiz Isamuddin from PK-
113 South Waziristan-I,
PTI’s Naseerullah Khan
from PK-114 South
Waziristan-II, and JUI-F’s
Muhammad Shoaib from
PK-115 Ex-Frontier Re-
gions. The door to door
campaign was underway in
all tehsils and towns be-
sides villages of these tribal
districts where candidates
were making last efforts to
attract voters.

Dr Hilali urged people
of all walks of life to unite
for the general election and
elect competent represen-
tatives with a will to ad-
dress their problems and
put the country on the path
of democracy.

KP Governor direct varsities
to share compliance over 2%
admission quota for minorities

Naqvi inaugurates Multan
university of Science & Tech
CPSP delegation commends Punjab CM for

reforms in health sector
Independent Report

MULTAN: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab, Mohsin
Naqvi, formally inaugu-
rated the Multan Univer-
sity of Science and Tech-
nology and inspected vari-
ous sections of the univer-
sity.

He said, “I am very
happy to see the teaching
of modern sciences and re-
search facilities at Multan
University of Science and
Technology”. He appreci-
ated the role of the univer-
sity in promoting technol-
ogy-based higher educa-
tion.

The university needs
to increase the number of
nurse admissions as nurses
are in high demand in Paki-
stan, Mohsin Naqvi said,
adding that the government
was ready to cooperate

with the university in this
regard.

On this occasion, Pro-
vincial Education Minister
Mansoor Qadir, the Inspec-
tor General of Police, the
Secretary of Health, the
Secretary of Construction
and Communications, the
Additional Chief Secretary
of South Punjab and con-
cerned officials were also
present.

Meanwhile, a delega-
tion of College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons Paki-
stan (CPSP) met with
Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi in Lahore on
Friday.

CPSP President Prof
Khalid Masood Gondal,
Prof Mahmood Ayaz, Prof.
Amir Zaman Khan, Prof
Abrar Ashraf, Prof
Muhammad Tayyab and

Prof Mustafa Arain were
included in the delegation.

The delegation of
CPSP paid tribute to the
services of Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi for the ex-
traordinary reforms in the
health sector of Punjab in a
very short time.

No elected government
can compete with the
speed of Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi and his
speed put the coming gov-
ernment in a lot of trouble,
said CPSP delegation.

You visited five hos-
pitals in a day and im-
proved the condition of the
hospitals in a short period
of time, said delegation
CPSP. The CPSP delega-
tion briefed about the issues
regarding the King Edward
Medical University Kala
Shah Kaku Campus.

Punjab Governor says:
Overseas Pakistanis

playing important role
in country’s economy

Provincial govt prepared
for conducting polls on

Feb 8: Sindh Info Minister
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Caretaker Minister of In-
formation, Minority Affairs
and Social Security,
Muhammad Ahmad Shah,
Friday, said that general
elections were going to be
held on February 8 and all
the provincial governments
were fully prepared for the
polls.

He  addressing a press
conference at Sindh Assem-
bly building regarding the
election arrangements and
law and order situation, said
that all the necessary ar-
rangements were being
made according to the in-
structions of the Election
Commission of Pakistan
and Sindh government had
released funds for all re-
quirements of the elections.

The entire government
and all the institutions were
extending the fullest coop-
eration to the Election
Commission of Pakistan for
conducting general elections
2024 in a free, fair and trans-
parent manner, he added.

Ahmad Shah stated
that preparations for the
polls had been going on for
many months including the
measures to improve law

and order and a security
plan was in place and a
backup plan was also en-
visaged. He informed that
the total number of polling
stations in the province is
19006, among them 5989
are declared normal, 6531
as sensitive and 6496 as
highly sensitive polling sta-
tions.

As many as 1,22,030
police personnel will be de-
ployed for ensuring secu-
rity and maintaining law and
order during the elections
while 7000 personnel of
Police Quick Response
Force along with 550 of
Sindh Excise Police would
also be deputed on election
security duties.

Besides provincial law
enforcement agencies,
Rangers and Pakistan Army
would also be available for
the security, he said and
added that Pakistan Army
would be deployed at sen-
sitive polling stations from
February 5 to February 10.

More than 6000
CCTV cameras will be in-
stalled on polling stations
and in case of any untoward
situation, the data will be
preserved and available.

Minister takes notice
of outdated custom

of ‘Ghag’
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Newly
Merged District Affairs, In-
dustries, Commerce Tech-
nical Education Dr. Aamir
Abdullah Friday took  no-
tice of the complaints about
the outdated custom of
‘Ghag’ in some tribal areas
and directed the concerned
authorities to take concrete
steps for eradicating the
heinous crime.

In a dispatch issued by
the office of the caretaker
minister to the respective
Divisional Commissioners,
Regional Police Officers
(RPOs), Deputy Commis-
sioners (DCs) and District
Police Officers of the
merged districts and former
Frontier Regions (FRs)
here, it has been stated that
under ‘Ghag Act’ it has
been declared a non-bailable
and cognizable offense
which under Section 4 of the
Act, imprisonment for a
term of 3 to 7 years with a
fine of Rs 500,000 or both.

The minister  directed
that such matter should be

dealt with only in accor-
dance with the relevant le-
gal provisions contained in
the Ghag Act and that such
persons who are guilty of
violating the said Act shall
be prosecuted under this
Act.

The cases should be
registered immediately.

The minister  further
directed that such cases
should be diligently fol-
lowed up so that the viola-
tors could be brought to jus-
tice as soon as possible
while appropriate measures
should be taken to protect
the victims.

He said that no negli-
gence should be tolerated in
such matters and law-
breaking elements would be
dealt with iron hands.

It should be cleared
that the issue of commit-
ting the crime of ‘Ghag’ will
be resolved by the Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution
(ADR) means of Jirga.

He said that even af-
ter the enforcement of the
Act, complaints of the con-
tinuation of the custom are
being registered.

Asifa Bhutto says:

PPP pursuing
pro-people agenda

HYDERABAD (APP):
Pakistan Peoples Party
leader Asifa Bhutto Zardari
has said that it was only the
PPP which was pursuing
the pro-people agenda
while other parties were in
the field for power.

Addressing a public
gathering in Kandyari city,
Sanghar district on Thurs-
day night, Asifa Bhutto
said that improving the
health sector was the PPP’s
top priority.

Everyone, whether
rich or poor, needed better
medical treatment facilities
and that was why the PPP

government had estab-
lished hospitals providing
free of charge treatment,
she added.

“We have built the
best hospital for treating
liver disease in Gambbat
where free treatment was
being provided to the pa-
tients not only from Sindh
but also from all over the
country and abroad,” she
said.

The PPP had planned
to establish a hospital
Karachi’s National Insti-
tute of Cardiovascular Dis-
eases (NICVD) in Sanghar,
Asifa said.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman was the chief guest
at the book launching cer-
emony of “Zaban Yaar Man
Turky” by overseas Paki-
stani Dr. Tasawar Aslam
Bhutta at Governor House
Lahore. Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rahman said that overseas
Pakistanis are the pride and
ambassadors of Pakistan.

He said that overseas

Pakistanis are playing an
important role in the
country’s economy by
sending remittances. Gov-
ernor Punjab said that the
book “Zuban-e-Yar Man
Turky” written by a distin-
guished Australian Paki-
stani consultant, Dr. Aslam
Bhutta has narrated historical
camaderie between Pakistan
and Tukiye. He said that
through this travelogue, the au-
thor has described the moments
of stepping on the land.

Independent Report
LAHORE: In a significant
stride towards enhancing
healthcare facilities, Care-
taker Punjab Health Min-
ister Professor Dr. Javed
Akram inaugurated modern
MRI and CT scan machines
at the Lahore General Hos-
pital (LGH), with a total
investment of Rs 720 mil-
lion. During the inaugural
ceremony on Friday, the
minister emphasised the
government’s commitment,
under the vision of CM
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi, to
provide cutting-edge medi-
cal equipment to public
hospitals. He underscored
the capacity and quality of
the newly installed ma-
chines, asserting their sig-
nificance in delivering opti-
mal healthcare services.

Later, while address-
ing a press conference, the
minister outlined the care-
taker Punjab government’s
extensive efforts, allocating
Rs 96 billion for the revamp
of over 100 government
hospitals. He expressed

gratitude towards the lead-
ership of the CM , affirm-
ing his dedication to serv-
ing the people and leaving a
lasting positive impact.

Principal of
Ameeruddin Medical Col-
lege Prof. Al-Fareed Zafar
highlighted the crucial role
the new machines would
play in timely diagnosis and
treatment, particularly for
trauma cases. With these
latest additions, patients no
longer need to seek such
diagnostic services outside
the hospital premises.

Prof. Al-Fareed Zafar
commended the relentless
efforts of the caretaker gov-
ernment in overseeing the
renovation projects, leading
to substantial improve-
ments in healthcare infra-
structure across the prov-
ince. He underscored the
exemplary dedication of
the chief minister and his
team, whose tireless com-
mitment ensured swift
completion of numerous
welfare and development
initiatives.

Commissioner Karachi cancels
polling staff leaves, seeks
action against absentees

KARACHI (APP): Com-
missioner Karachi Division
Muhammad Saleem Rajput
has cancelled the leaves of
all the polling staff and di-
rected them to report back
immediately, in case of fail-
ure to comply with these
directives the absentees
could be placed under sus-
pension, besides initiating
disciplinary proceedings
against them.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Karachi has directed the
District Returning Officers
(DROs) and Returning Of-
ficers (ROs) of all Karachi
divisions regarding the can-
cellation of undue exemp-
tions/ leaves allowed to
polling staff for the upcom-
ing general elections in
2024.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Karachi observed that it has
come to his knowledge that
certain polling staff have
been granted exemptions/
leaves without cause. This

has caused considerable
apprehension that this un-
warranted action may
cause a shortage of polling
staff on Election Day, he
added.

It is very important to
note that onerous efforts at
the highest level have gone
into fulfilling the 67,420
polling staff requirement
for Election duties in
Karachi Division, the Com-
missioner observed.

He directed that ser-
vices of all of the staff as
provided by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
through the respective Dis-
trict Election Commission-
ers (DECs) shall be utilized
for the February 08 elec-
tions.

He said that no ex-
emptions shall be provided
except those allowed under
the relevant rules. All ex-
emptions granted till date
shall be cancelled immedi-
ately.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali
on Friday issued directives
to all the public sector var-
sities for sharing compliance
over two per cent quota for
minorities in the province.

He issued these direc-
tives during a meeting held
at the Governor House with
a delegation of Civil Soci-
ety Organization (CSO)
representatives led by
Qamar Naseem,
Programme Manager of
Blue Veins organization.

Muhammad Rizwan,
Provincial Coordinator of
the National Commission
for Human Rights
(NCHR) was also present
on the occasion along with
CSO representatives in-
cluding Zartasha, Faizan,
Aliza Mehfooz and Uruba.

The CSO representa-
tives called on Governor to
express their gratitude for
the support extended by
Haji Ghulam Ali in the en-
forcement of Section 144
for the imposition of a ban
on the sale of e-cigarettes
on youngsters below the
age of 21 and within the vi-
cinity of educational insti-
tutions.

During the meeting,

Qamar Naseem diverted the
attention of Governor KP
over the non-implementa-
tion of 2 per cent admis-
sion quota by public sector
universities for the minor-
ity community.

He informed the Gov-
ernor that during a survey
conducted by Blue Veins in
the province, it was found
that the majority of univer-
sities are not utilizing a two
per cent quota for minori-
ties as decided by the gov-
ernment.

Taking notice of the
information, the Governor
forthwith issued directives
to all the universities in the
province to share imple-
mentation of the decision.

He said the rights of
minorities would be pro-
tected and implementation
of decisions taken by the
government in this regard
would be ensured at all
cost.

He also sought the
implementation of a job
quota granted by the gov-
ernment to minority com-
munities of the country.

Earlier, Qamar
Naseem apprised Gover-
nor, Haji Ghulam Ali about
benefits of enforcing ban on
sale of e-cigarettes and vape

to youngsters in KP.
He said district gov-

ernments are conducting
raids at different commer-
cial markets and taking ac-
tion over the open sale of
newer tobacco products.

In some areas, shop-
keepers are educated about
seeking identity cards of
customers purchasing e-
cigarettes to ascertain their
age. In some cases, district
govt officials have nabbed
youngsters and even minors
over purchasing e-citrates
and informed their parents.

He said the courageous
and dynamic stance taken
by Governor KP made the
province the first ever in the
country to take this bold
decision of banning the sale
of newer tobacco products
being sold on the basis of
false claims of harm reduc-
tion. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Governor Haji
Ghulam Ali said what he did
was for the benefit of our
youngsters and for ensur-
ing better public health.

He said the young gen-
eration gets impressed by
advertisements on social
media and involve in smok-
ing which ensues in their
indulgence in intoxication
and wrong practices.

Control room
for election
2024 setup

PESHAWAR (APP): An
Emergency Control Room
has been established here at
Chief Minister’s Secretariat
for holding peaceful up-
coming General Elections
2024.

The Emergency Con-
trol Room will be functional
from  February 7 to 9.

It will coordinate all
kind of activities and infor-
mation and emergencies
with relevant stakeholders;
and bring the information
into the notice of Caretaker
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa till the final-
ization of the General Elec-
tions.

According to a notifi-
cation issued here, Deputy
Secretary of the Secretariat
Mohsin Iqbal has been
nominated as focal person
of the Emergency Control
Room.

Minister urges
people to cast
vote on Feb 08

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Information on
Friday urged people to
come out of their homes on
February 08 and use their
democratic right to vote for
a better future. Talking to
the media here, he said the
mandate of the caretaker
government was to conduct
clean and transparent elec-
tions. It is the responsibil-
ity of the government to
provide a level playing field
to all the political parties.
Referring to the killing of
an independent candidate in
Bajaur.

Two dacoits
killed in police
encounter in

Karachi
KARACHI (APP): Two
dacoits were killed in an al-
leged police encounter in
Singer Chowrangi Korangi
Karachi. According to the
private news channel,
dacoits arrived at Singer
Chowrangi following the
event, where police person-
nel severely injured the rob-
bers who attempted to flee
during the exchange of fire.
The rescue team reached the
spot and took the injured
dacoits to the hospital when
they died on the way. Ac-
cording to the police, weap-
ons, mobile phones and mo-
torcycles were recovered.

ANF recovers
36 kg drugs in
8 operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
eight operations across the
country managed to recover
over 36 kg drugs and ar-
rested seven accused, said
an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Friday.

He informed that 6 kg
heroin was recovered from
a parcel being sent to UK
from a cargo office at Lahore
Airport while an accused
was also arrested.

In second operation, 1
kg Ice drug was recovered
from a Bahrain-bound pas-
senger netted at Faisalabad
Airport. 750 grams hashish
and 448 grams Ice were re-
covered from a passenger
going to Qatar at Islamabad
Airport.
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RAWALPINDI: A woman purchases handmade bas-
kets from a roadside vendor at Rahmanabad.

RAWALPINDI: A shopkeeper displays motorcycles fuel tanks to attract the
customers at his display center.

ISLAMABAD: A vendor arranging and displaying caps to attract the custom-
ers outside Masjid at Aabpara, in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatisation, Fawad Hasan Fawad administers the
signing of Financial Services Agreement for Roosevelt Hotel transaction.

LAHORE: Regional Chairman and Vice President of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FPCCI) Zaki Aijaz in a group photo with participants during general meeting of the
All Pakistan Cold Storage Association (APCSA) at FPCCI Regional Office Lahore.

BAHAWALPUR: Artisan preparing traditional
curtains on roadside.

Alvi urges equal opportunities for
businesswomen to improve economy

New tech, ranking system
should be introduced in
cold storage sector: Zaki

Independent Report
LAHORE: Regional Chair-
man and Vice President of
the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI) Zaki
Aijaz said new technology
and ranking system should
be introduced in the cold
storage sector. Racks and
pallet systems should be
used instead of manual pro-
cedures for loading and un-
loading. He expressed these
views while addressing the
annual general meeting of
the All Pakistan Cold Stor-
age Association (APCSA)
at FPCCI Regional Office
Lahore.

Zaki Aijaz further said
that approved gases should
be used instead of using
hazardous health gases.
cold storage should be di-
vided into small rooms
where different products
can be preserved at differ-
ent temperatures. Solar
systems should be used.
These measures can also

make the cold storage sec-
tor energy efficient.

He further said that the
FPCCI will play its full role
in solving the cold storage
association’s problems.

Chairman of All Paki-
stan Cold Storage Associa-
tion, Mian Rehman Aziz
Chan, said that tariffs on
electricity and inflation
have significantly increased.
The interest is also high,
and there has been no re-
duction. Due to electricity,
inflation, and interest rates,
cold storage costs have in-
creased by more than 30 %.

He further said that the
National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) has made a uni-
lateral decision, and the cold
storage sector has been
shifted from the industry
tariff to commercial tariffs.
Our appeal to the govern-
ment is that the cold stor-
age sector be transferred
from commercial tariff to
industry tariff.

Boosting US investments
in Pakistan remains govt ‘s
top priority: Masood Khan

Pak envoy says:

Kazakhstan invited
to benefit from

SIFC framework

ISLAMABAD (INP): Dr.
Arif Alvi, President of Pa-
kistan urged that business-
women should be provided
equal opportunities to grow
in the business field that
would pave the way for
better development of the
economy and bring pros-
perity to the country.

He said that enhanced
participation of women in
business and other fields is
so important to reduce
poverty and ensure sustain-
able development of the
country. He stressed that
the government should cre-
ate better opportunities for
the economic empower-
ment of women and focus

on providing them with a
safe and conducive work-
place environment. He said
this while addressing the
award ceremony for busi-
nesswomen and young en-
trepreneurs organized by
the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry at
Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad.

President Dr. Arif Alvi
lauded the efforts of the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce for organizing
an award ceremony to rec-
ognize the role of business-
women and young entre-
preneurs and said that other
chambers of commerce
should also work for the
economic empowerment of

women and youngsters.
He urged the Cham-

bers of Commerce to sup-
port businesswomen in get-
ting cheap loans from
banks. He said that 20 to
40 percent of employees in
SBP and private commer-
cial banks are women, so
chambers of commerce
should also encourage their
member companies to pro-
vide jobs to more women
and special persons in their
business institutions.

He said that over 20
million children are out of
school in Pakistan, and
more than 50,000 schools
are needed for their enroll-
ment. However, as an alter-

native, mosques can be used
to educate out-of-school
children. Similarly,
mosques can also be used
as primary health centers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President,
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
said that to ensure the de-
velopment and prosperity
of the country, it is impor-
tant to empower women in
every sphere of life.

ICCI is working hard
to empower women and
youth. He said that women
are 50% of our population,
but their participation in
business is meager.

Export of rice, frozen
food from Pakistan to

Malaysia improving: CG

WASHINGTON (Online):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the US, Masood Khan, told
Pakistani-American busi-
nessmen Thursday that the
present government was fa-
cilitating and offering attrac-
tive incentives to financiers
to invest in all areas of the
country’s economy.

“Promoting Pak-US
bilateral trade and enhanc-
ing US investment in Paki-
stan is the foremost prior-
ity,” he said in the course
of a virtual meeting with the
leadership of California-
based Pakistan American
Chamber of Commerce
(PACC), which is headed
by its Chairman Waqar Ali
Khan.

Other members of the
Chamber—Dr Sana Khan,
Fawad Ismail, Zubair Rao,

Maqsood Chaudhry, Dr
Salahuddin and Mr
Farrukh—also took part in
the meeting.

In addition, Pakistan’s
Consul General in Los An-
geles, Asim Ali Khan, and
Trade and Investment
Counselor Quratulain
Fatima were present.

In his remarks,
Masood Khan said, “The
newly established Special
Investment Facilitation
Council is taking practical
steps to remove hurdles in
the way of foreign inves-
tors undertaking profitable
business ventures in Paki-
stan.”  Masood Khan said.

Appreciating the role
of PACC in promoting trade
activities and connecting
business communities of
the two countries, the Am-

bassador underscored the
need for greater collabora-
tion between various cham-
bers and trade organiza-
tions working across the
United States to boost
Pak-US trade and invest-
ment ties.

“By investing their
resources back home, Pak-
American investors would
not only be reaping huge
dividends but would also be
contributing towards the
socio-economic progress of
their motherland,”  the
Ambassador said.

PACC Chairman
Waqar Ali Khan briefed the
Ambassador about various
activities of the chamber,
especially the successes
achieved in promoting trade
activities in the health, food
and textile sectors.

KARACHI (APP): Consul
General of Malaysia
Herman Hardynata Bin
Ahmad, said that Pakistan’s
share in bilateral trade was
also improving as Malay-
sia has increased its pur-
chases of rice and frozen
food from Pakistan.

Though trade volume
between the two countries
was largely in Malaysia’s
favour, its exports to Paki-
stan mainly represent palm
oil, he added while speak-
ing at a meeting during his
visit to the Karachi Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (KCCI), said a state-
ment issued here on Friday.

“Malaysia is a small
country and in terms of
palm oil production, we are
limited and unable to com-
pletely fulfil Pakistan’s
growing demand for palm
oil even though we have
been producing palm oil at
our peak capacity,” the CG
said. The Malaysian envoy
appreciated KCCI for regu-
larly holding meetings and
maintaining excellent liaison
with the Malaysian Consu-
late and also expressed keen-
ness to get engaged with the
business community of
Karachi that was arranging

meetings focused on
strengthening bilateral trade
and investment ties.

“Last year a Malay-
sian delegation came to Pa-
kistan in September to ex-
plore new avenues of trade
cooperation and I will try
to bring more such delega-
tions to Karachi this year
as well”, he added while
appreciating the existing
trade volume, especially the
trade taking place from
Karachi region. He said that
both countries have been
cooperating not only in
trade but also in Defense as
Malaysia has been sending
its defence officials for
training in Pakistan and Pa-
kistani officials from the
armed forces were also be-
ing sent to Malaysia for
training. “In addition to en-
hanced trade, there are
many other opportunities
in the tourism sector and
capacity building in many
other sectors of the
economy,” Bin Ahmed noted.
Earlier, President KCCI
Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh, while
welcoming the Malaysian
CG, stated that Pakistan and
Malaysia have strong and di-
versified bilateral economic
relationships.

Financial advisory services
agreement signed Roosevelt

Hotel’s development
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Privatization Commis-
sion on Friday signed a a
financial advisory services
agreement with a consor-
tium led by Jones Lang La
Salle Americas Inc (JLL) for
joint venture development
of Roosevelt Hotel, New
York, United States, a prop-
erty owned by the Pakistan
International Airlines In-
vestment Limited (PIAIL).

Caretaker Federal
Minister for Privatization
Fawad Hasan Fawad wit-
nessed the signing of the
agreement, a news release
said. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the minister expressed
the Pakistan Government’s

commitment for developing
the historic and landmark
site in the heart of financial
capital of the world as an
iconic structure with the
most modern development
features and standards.

He expressed his full
confidence in the ability and
expertise of the Financial
Advisory Consortium to
find the best possible part-
ners and realize its maxi-
mum potential value.

In a subsequent meet-
ing, a detailed road map and
time bound milestones were
also agreed leading to iden-
tification and selection of
the potential joint venture
partners for the project.

Weekly inflation
dips by 0.28 pc

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s ambassador to
Kazakhstan Nauman Bashir
Bhatti on Friday said
Kazakhstan had been in-
vited to benefit from the fa-
vorable investment oppor-
tunities being offered by
Pakistan under the frame-
work of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC).

“I must highlight that
Pakistan has established a
SIFC and has opened pri-
ority sectors for invest-
ments. We have invited
Kazakhstan to  benefit
from the favorable invest-
ment opportunities of-
fered under the SIFC
framework,” he said in re-
sponse to a question in an
interview with
‘Kazinform,’ an interna-
tional news agency.

H i g h l i g h t i n g
Pakistan’s strategic loca-
tion, the envoy mentioned
that his country also pro-
vided the shortest route for
Kazakhstan’s access to the
Arabian Sea. “Pakistan re-
mains keen to strengthen its
connectivity with
Kazakhstan in multiple

ways and through multiple
channels. The two sides are
already working towards
this end.”

In response to another
question, he agreed that the
shortest and cheapest route
for connectivity and trans-
portation of goods between
Pakistan and Kazakhstan
was through China and
Kyrgyzstan using the
Karakoram Highway.

“It is also known as
the Quadrilateral Traffic in
Transit Agreement between
Pakistan, China,
Kazakhstan, and
Kyrgyzstan or the QTTA
Route. Goods can be trans-
ported through this route
on trucks and containers di-
rectly from Karachi, Paki-
stan, to Almaty,
Kazakhstan, and back,
without the need to change
trucks.”

Ambassador Nauman
mentioned it was the saf-
est, most reliable, and eco-
nomical route. However,
currently, the route cannot
be kept operational due to
the closure of the
Khunjerab Pass for four
months in winter.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
weekly inflation measured
by the Sensitive Price Indi-
cator (SPI), witnessed a de-
crease of 0.28 per cent for
the combined consumption
groups during the week
ended on February 1st, the
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) reported on Fri-
day. According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was re-
corded at 317.65 points as
compared to 318.55 points
during the past week.

As compared to the
corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the com-
bined consumption group
in the week under review
witnessed an increase of
39.45 per cent.

The weekly SPI with
the base year 2015-16 =100
covers 17 urban centres and
51 essential items for all
expenditure groups.

The SPI for the low-
est consumption group up
to Rs. 17,732, decreased by
0.85 percent and went
down to 310.42 points from
last week’s 313.09  points.

The SPI for consump-
tion groups from Rs.
17,732-22,888, Rs. 22,889-
29,517; Rs. 29,518-44,175
and above Rs. 44,175, de-
creased by 0.71 percent,
0.53 percent, 0.41 and 0.06
percent respectively.

During the week, out

of 51 items, prices of 12
(23.53%) items increased,
17 (33.33%) items de-
creased and 22 (43.14%)
items remained stable.

The items, which re-
corded a decrease in their
average prices on a week-
on-week basis included to-
matoes (18.28%), eggs
(7.77%), onions (6.99%),
LPG (1.53%), tea packet
(1.29%), potatoes (1.25%),
pulse masoor (0.80%),
cooking oil 5 litre (0.36%)
and mustard oil (0.28%).

The items that re-
corded an increase in their
average prices on a week-
on-week basis included
petrol (5.20%), chicken
(1.88%), diesel (0.95%),
energy saver (0.70%), ba-
nanas (0.68%), salt pow-
dered (0.55%), pulse
moong (0.34%), mutton
(0.33%), gur (0.21%), beef
(0.15%), tea prepared
(0.14%) and georgette
(0.10%). On a year-on-year
basis, the items that wit-
nessed a decrease in prices
included onions (15.10%),
mustard oil (10.86%), ba-
nanas (10.15%), vegetable
ghee 1 kg (3.58%), LPG
(1.63%) and vegetable ghee
2.5 kg (0.80%).

The commodities
which recorded an increase
in their average prices on
year-on-year basis included
gas charges for q1
(1108.59%).

Mobile industry
booms with production

of 84.4 mln units
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The local companies have
produced 84.4 million mo-
bile devices reflecting the
industry’s phenomenal
growth that created thou-
sands of jobs in last five
years. According to  annual
report of the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority
(PTA), 25 million
smartphones were among
the total devices produced
from January 2019 to Sep-
tember 2023.

It said 33 local and for-
eign companies locally es-
tablished manufacturing
plants under the Mobile
Device Manufacturing
(MDM) Regulations intro-
duced in 2021.

These companies, op-
erating both as standalone
entities and through joint
ventures, obtained a 10-
year MDM authorization.

The country also ini-
tiated export of locally
manufactured handsets,
with 120,000 SEEGO brand

mobiles labeled as ‘Manu-
factured in Pakistan’ ex-
ported to the African mar-
ket in December 2022.

The Device Identifica-
tion Registration and Block-
ing System (DIRBS), intro-
duced by the PTA, have
provided a level playing
field for foreign investments
in the mobile device manu-
facturing industry in Paki-
stan.

In addition to promot-
ing local manufacturing,
DIRBS has been a source
of revenue generation for
the government, collecting
Rs 48.8 billion in Customs
duties in the individual cat-
egory from January 15,
2019, to October 25, 2023.

This revenue stream
remained untapped before
the implementation of
DIRBS.

Leveraging this sys-
tem, PTA has blocked
758,113 International Mo-
bile Equipment Identities
(IMEIs) reported as stolen.

Cargo goods between Pak & Afghan

PAJCCI for issuing
special passes to

truck drivers
PESHAWAR (APP): Coor-
dinator Pak-Afghan Joint
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PAJCCI), Zia-ul-
Haq Sarhadi has suggested
issuing special passes to
truck drivers transporting
cargo goods between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.

In a press statement
issued here on Friday, Zia
Sarhadi said the suggestion
is based on streamlining and
smoothing of Pak-Afghan
trade which was recently
halted for ten days over

condition of visas by truck
drivers. Around 1000 truck
drivers will be issued spe-
cial passes instead of visas
for carrying their goods
with ease between Pakistan
and Afghanistan, he added.

He said these trucks
should be registered with
Customs and Transport
Departments in Pakistan
and Transport and Gumrak
in Afghanistan. The owners
of heavy vehicles should also
be charged a nominal fees for
issuance of special pass.

Gold rates up
by Rs.1,400

per tola
ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by Rs
1,400 and was sold at Rs
217,700 on Friday com-
pared to its sale at Rs.
216,300 on the last trading
day. The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also in-
creased by Rs .1,201 to
Rs.186,643 from Rs 185,442
whereas the prices of 10 gram
22 karat gold went up to Rs
171,089 from Rs. 169,989.

PSX stays
bullish, gains

609 more points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX)
continued with a bullish
trend on Friday, gaining
609.18 points, a positive
change of 0.98 per cent,
closing at 63,002.92 points
against 62,393.74points
the previous trading day.

A total of 263,547,879
shares valuing Rs 10.730
billion were traded during
the day as compared to
270,537,523 shares valuing
Rs. 11.625 billion the last
day.

Some 336 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 217 of
them recorded gains and 92
sustained losses, whereas
the share prices of 27 re-
mained unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were K-Electric
Limited with 26,580,417
shares at Rs.4.68 per share,
PIAC(A) with 25,838,500
shares at Rs.10.94 per
share and Pak Petroleum
with 18,483,443 shares at
Rs.114.34 per share.

Rupee gains
07 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Rupee on Friday
gained 07 paisa against the
US Dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at Rs
279.40 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 279.47.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the dol-
lar in the open market stood
at Rs 280 and Rs 281.7 re-
spectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs.2.71 paisa
to close at Rs 304.09
against the last day’s clos-
ing of Rs301.38, according
to the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP).

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Four
ships namely, Navios Con-
stellation, Eva Tokyo,
Ullswater and Bi Jia Shan,
carrying Containers,
Chemicals, LPG and Coal,
berthed at Container Termi-
nal, Engro Terminal, Sui
Southern Terminal and Bulk
Terminal respectively on
Thursday.

A total of nine ships
were engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours, out
of them two ships, Golden
Curl and Eva Tokyo are left
the port on today morning
and another containers
ship, Navios Constellation
is expected to sail on same
day.

A cargo volume of
115,911 tonnes, comprising
70,354 tonnes imports
cargo and 45,557 tonnes
export cargo carried in
3,427 Containers (1,399
TEUs are Import and 2,028
TEUs are export)was
handled at the port during
last 24 hours.

Tokyo stocks
close higher

ahead of
US data

TOKYO (AFP/APP): To-
kyo stocks closed higher
Friday following a strong
rally on Wall Street, with
investors awaiting US jobs
data due later in the day.

The benchmark
Nikkei 225 index climbed
0.41 percent, or 146.56
points, to 36,158.02, while
the broader Topix index
added 0.22 percent, or 5.64
points, to 2,539.68.

“The Japanese market
was higher, particularly in
value-added semiconductor
stocks,” Iwai Cosmo Secu-
rities said. The rise comes
after “the positive results
of Meta and Amazon led to
a further rise in after-hours
trading.
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North Korea fires

multiple cruise
missiles into West Sea

Trudeau condemns attack on
Canada mosque, says Islamophobia

‘has no place’ in country

Hamas says it’s studying Gaza
cease-fire proposal, but appears

to rule out key provisions

Election officials in South
Africa rush to register

100,000 prisoners to vote
Massive fire set off by gas explosion
in Kenya’s capital kills at least 3

people and injures over 270

Thunberg goes
on trial in

London for oil
protest

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Swedish cli-
mate activist Greta
Thunberg went on trial on
Thursday for a public or-
der offence related to a pro-
test outside an oil and gas
conference held in London
last year.

Thunberg, who be-
came a prominent cam-
paigner worldwide after
staging wee-kly protests in
front of the Swedish
parlia-ment in 2018, was
arrested on Oct 17.

She and others had
been protesting outside a
hotel where the Energy In-
telligence Forum was host-
ing oil and gas industry lead-
ers.

The 21-year-old ap-
peared at Westminster
Magistrates’ Court on
Thursday alongside four
other defendants, aged be-
tween 19 and 59, who have
pleaded not guilty to a
single offence under the
Public Order Act.

The five are accused
of failing to comply with
a condition imposed by
senior police officers to
move their protest to des-
ignated area near the con-
ference.

India releases
pigeon accused

of spying for
China after 8

months
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: A pigeon
that spent eight months in
Indian police custody has
been released after it was
finally cleared of being a
suspected Chinese spy.

The bird was caught at
a port in the financial capi-
tal Mumbai with “mes-
sages written in a Chinese-
like script” on its wings, the
Times of India newspaper
reported.

“Initially, the police
had registered a case of
spying against the bird, but
after completing their in-
quiry, they dropped the
charge,” the report added.

The unnamed bird
was held under lock and
key at a city hospital while
police carried out an inves-
tigation.

Local transport
in Germany hit
by walkouts in
a dispute over

working conditions
Monitoring Desk

BERLIN: Local buses,
trams and subway trains
were canceled in much of
Germany on Friday as
transport employees
walked off the job in the
country’s third transport-
related strike in two weeks.

The Ver.di service
workers’ union called for a
“warning strike,” a common
tactic in German contract
negotiations, on Monday.
Its deputy chair, Christine
Behle, said that “the time
has now come to exert more
pressure on employers” as
talks on new pay contracts
for about 90,000 people
employed by over 130 lo-
cal transport operators
have failed to make
progress.

China’s top court executes man,
girlfriend for killing his two
children to start new family

EU approves $54 billion
package for Ukraine after

appeasing Hungary

Protests expected over
NZ indigenous policies
on national day holiday

Monitoring Desk
QUEBEC: Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
on Thursday condemned
an attack on a mosque in
the city of Mississauga in
Ontario province, which is
being probed as a hate
crime and which rights ad-
vocates described as be-
ing part of a rise in
Islamophobia.

Police said someone
threw two rocks through
the window of a
Mississauga mosque on
Sunday, on the eve of the
anniversary of a mosque
attack in Quebec City that
killed six people in 2017.

CBC News said no
one was injured in the in-
cident.

“Islamophobia has
no place in any of our

China tells Ukraine to
remove its firms from
‘sponsors of war’ list

sion of the companies on
the list could hurt bilateral
ties.

“China firmly op-
poses the inclusion of
Chinese enterprises in the
relevant list and demands
that Ukraine immediately
correct its mistakes and
eliminate negative im-
pacts,” a Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson
told Reuters after the re-
port was published. It did
not specify what those
impacts may be.

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: A vehicle loaded
with gas exploded and set
off an inferno that burned
homes and warehouses in
Kenya’s capital early Fri-
day, killing at least three
people and injuring more
than 270, with the death toll
expected to rise.

Many residents were
likely inside their homes
when the fire reached their
houses late in the night in
the Mradi area of the
Nairobi neighborhood of
Embakasi, government
spokesman Isaac Mwaura

said. The truck explosion
ignited a huge fireball, and a
flying gas cylinder set off a
fire that burned down the
Oriental Godown, a ware-
house that deals with gar-
ments and textiles, Mwaura
said. Several other vehicles
and businesses were dam-
aged by the inferno that
started around 11:30 p.m.
Thursday. At the scene af-
ter daybreak, several
houses and shops were
burned out. The shell of the
vehicle believed to have
started the explosion was
lying on its side.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: In China, a
couple was put to death for
tossing their two kids from
the fifteenth story of a tall
apartment building in
Chongqing.

On January 31, Zhang
Bo and Ye Chengchen, his
girlfriend, were put to
death. The horrific act that
was perpetrated in 2020
has been denounced nation-
ally.

Zhang’s partner killed
his two-year-old daughter
and one-year-old son be-
cause they appeared to be
‘obstacles’.

Zhang met Ye online
and the two were having an
affair. He kept his two chil-
dren a secret from her.

The reason for this is
that Ye had informed him
that if he had kids, she would
not live with him. He had
consented to a divorce from
Chen Meilin, the mother of
his children and wife. But
soon, she found out about
Zhang’s children.

Early in 2020, Zhang
and Ye started preparing to
murder his children. They
had talked on how to ex-
ecute the murders over
WeChat, a well-known
Chinese messaging app.

They had made up
their minds to pretend the
deaths were an accident.
When their mother was not
around, Zhang flung his
kids out the apartment win-
dow in November 2020.

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korea fired
multiple cruise missiles into
the West Sea on Friday,
Seoul’s military said, con-
tinuing a fresh streak of
weapons testing as Kim
Jong Un’s regime ramps up
“war preparations”.

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the military had
“detected at around 11am
(0200 GMT) the firing of
multiple unidentified cruise
missiles” into the sea off the
country’s west coast.

The South Korean
military has “stepped up
surveillance in close coor-
dination with the United
States”, the JCS said in the
statement.

The military is
“closely monitoring for
signs of additional activity”
by the North Korean army,
it said, adding they were
“closely analysing” the
launch.

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: European
Union (EU) leaders unani-
mously agreed on Thurs-
day to extend 50 billion eu-
ros ($54bn) in aid to
Ukraine, overcoming weeks
of resistance by Hungary.

Leaders from Western
countries have reacted over
the aid announcement for
the Ukraine.

European Council
President Charles Michel
said, “We have a deal. All
27 leaders agreed on an ad-
ditional 50bn support
package for Ukraine within
the EU budget. This locks
in steadfast, long-term,
predictable funding for
Ukraine. The EU is taking
leadership and responsibil-
ity in support for
Ukra-ine; we know what
is at stake.”

Reacting on the EU aid
announcement, the Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelensky said, “Grateful to
Charles Michel and EU
leaders for establishing the
50bn Ukraine Facility for

2024-2027. It is very im-
portant that the decision
was made by all 27 leaders,
which once again proves
strong EU unity.

“Continued EU finan-
cial support for Ukraine
will strengthen long-term
economic and financial sta-
bility, which is no less im-
portant than military assis-
tance and sanctions pres-
sure on Russia.”

Meanwhile, Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said that “We re-
ceived an offer, and nego-
tiated a control mecha-
nism that guarantees the
reasonable use of funds
and we also received guar-
antees that  Hungary’s
money (that the commis-
sion has not yet released)
cannot go to Ukraine. Af-
ter a lengthy negotiation
we accepted this offer.”

In addition, EU
Commission Chief Ursula
von der Leyen said,
“Agreement! The Euro-
pean Council delivered on
our priorities.

Monitoring Desk
WELLINGTON: Crowds
at this weekend’s anniver-
sary of New Zealand’s
founding document signing
in the town of Waitangi are
expected be their biggest in
30 years as indigenous
Maori plan to discuss and
protest proposed policies
that some say will disad-
vantage them.

The main celebrations
will be held on Feb. 6, mark-
ing the day in 1840 when
the Treaty of Waitangi was
first signed between the
British Crown and more
than 500 Maori chiefs.

Politicians, Maori
leaders and members of the
public are set to start arriv-
ing in the small seaside
town in the north of the
North Island on Saturday.

Pita Tipene, chairman
of the Waitangi National
Trust board which
organises the event, said
they expected upwards of
60,000 people to attend
Waitangi Day events. That
would make it the largest

such gathering, which in-
cludes concerts and stalls as
well as political meetings
and speeches, since at the
least 1990.

“It is a place of dis-
course. There will be in-
creased numbers because
people want to come and
listen. People also want to
come and express their frus-
tration and anger at what
they see coming out of gov-
ernment policies,” he said.

New Zealand’s cen-
tre-right coalition, which
took office late last year, is
promising to undo policies
of previous governments,
particularly those promot-
ing the official use of the
Maori language and seeking
to enhance Indigenous liv-
ing standards and rights.
The government has also
said it will introduce, but
are not committed to pass-
ing, a bill that would rein-
terpret the Treaty of
Waitangi. Critics say the
moves are the most signifi-
cant step backward for
Maori rights in decades.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Hamas officials
said Friday that the group
is studying a proposed
cease-fire deal that would
include prolonged pauses in
fighting in Gaza and swaps
of Israeli hostages for Pal-
estinian prisoners, but at
the same time appeared to
rule out some of its key
components.

Osama Hamdan, a se-
nior Hamas official in
Beirut, said the group re-
mains committed to its ini-
tial demands for a perma-
nent cease-fire.

Hamdan also said the
group seeks the release of
thousands of Palestinian
prisoners being held for acts
related to the conflict with
Israel, including those serv-
ing life sentences. He men-
tioned two by name, includ-
ing Marwan Barghouti, a
popular Palestinian upris-
ing leader seen as a unify-
ing figure.

Hamdan’s comments
on the prisoners were the
most detailed demands yet

to be raised by the group in
public.

The insistence on
large-scale prisoner releases
and on an end to the fight-
ing in Gaza put the group
at odds with the multi-stage
proposal that officials from
Egypt, Israel, Qatar and the
United States put forth this
week. The proposal does
not include a permanent
cease-fire.

“There is no way that
this will be acceptable by
the resistance,” Hamdan
told Lebanon’s LBC TV on
Friday, referring to pro-
posed successive pauses in
fighting.

Israeli leaders have
said they will keep fighting
until Hamas is crushed,
even while agreeing to long
pauses that are accompa-
nied by the release of hos-
tages.

Hamas and other
militants captured about
250 hostages during their
deadly Oct. 7 attack on
southern Israel that trig-
gered the war.

Monitoring Desk
PRETORIA: South Afri-
can election officials have
visited prisons across the
country as part of an ambi-
tious project to register at
least 100,000 inmates to
vote in this year’s national
election.

The country’s consti-
tution guarantees every
adult citizen the right to
vote — meaning there are
no restrictions on prison-
ers taking part in elections,
a stark contrast to most
other African nations. The
date for the vote has not yet
been announced, but it’s
expected to be held between
May and August.

The Electoral Com-
mission of South Africa
hopes to register a record
number of inmates in the
240 correctional facilities
across the country as vot-
ers. Around 15,000 prison-
ers voted in the last na-
tional election in 2019.

South Africa has

about 157,000 inmates cur-
rently in prison, according
to authorities. The country
struggles with one of the
highest crime rates in the
world.The commission said
that though it was conclud-
ing its visit to all 240 pris-
ons by the end of Thurs-
day, it still could not say
how many prisoners coun-
trywide had registered.

At the all-male
Zonderwater Correctional
Centre on the outskirts of
the capital, Pretoria, prison-
ers in orange uniforms lined
up Thursday in a hall to reg-
ister as first-time voters or
update their details on elec-
toral rolls if they have been
recently incarcerated.

Guards kept a close
watch. A banner with the
words “Ensuring Free and
Fair Elections” was pinned
to a prison wall. Other in-
mates ignored the process,
chatting to each other or get-
ting on with their work pre-
paring lunch in the cafeteria.

Protests erupt in Argentina
as lawmakers debate Milei’s

sweeping reform bill
Monitoring Desk

BUENOS AIRES: Argen-
tine police fired rubber bul-
lets on Thursday to dis-
perse protesters gathered
outside Congress as law-
makers debated the new
president’s sweeping eco-
nomic, social and political
reform package.

Opposition legislators
stormed out of the building
at one point to observe and
denounce the police action,
but later went back inside
to take their seats and the
debate resumed.

The drama unfolded
on the second day of what
is expected to be a mara-
thon debate on libertarian
and self-described anarcho-
capitalist President Javier
Milei’s reform plans.

The 53-year-old out-
sider won a resounding elec-
tion victory late last year
on a wave of fury over de-
cades of economic crises
marked by debt, rampant
money printing, inflation
and fiscal deficit.

Milei began his term by
devaluing the peso by more
than 50 percent, cutting state
subsidies for fuel and trans-

The Friday launch
comes three days after the
nuclear-armed North con-
ducted what it said was a
test-fire of a strategic cruise
missile.

On Sunday, Kim also
oversaw the launch of two
Pulhwasal-3-31s, a new
type of strategic cruise mis-
sile, purportedly from a
North Korean submarine.

Pyongyang has also
claimed this month to have
tested an “underwater
nuclear weapon system”
and a solid-fuelled hyper-
sonic ballistic missile.

Unlike their ballistic
counterparts, the testing of
cruise missiles is not
banned under current UN
sanctions on Pyongyang.

Cruise missiles tend to
be jet-propelled and fly at
a lower altitude than more
sophisticated ballistic mis-
siles, making them harder to
detect and intercept.

Hanoi flights
halted as city

faces worsening
air pollution
Monitoring Desk

HANOI: All flights to and
from the international air-
port in Vietnam’s capital
Hanoi have been delayed or
diverted to other cities on
Friday due to heavy fog and
worsening air pollution,
said an airport official.

Air Visual, an inde-
pendent online air quality
index monitor, said Hanoi’s
levels of hazardous small
particles known as PM2.5
in the air were at an extreme
high of 257 micrograms per
cubic metre early on Friday.

Indian Muslim leaders
urge government to end
mosque-temple disputes

UN’s Palestinian
agency

nominated for
Nobel Prize
Monitoring Desk

OSLO: A Norwegian politi-
cian said on Thursday that
he has nominated the UN
Palestinian refugee agency
UNRWA, embroiled in a
controversy over the alleged
involvement of employees
in the Oct 7 raid on Israel,
for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Labour MP Asmund
Aukrust told the Dagbladet
newspaper he had nomi-
nated the UN Relief and
Works Agency “for its long-
term work to provide vital
support to Palestine and the
region in general”.

“This work has been
crucial for over 70 years,
and even more vital in the
last three months.”

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Top Mus-
lim leaders in India called
on Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government on Fri-
day to end disputes over
mosques and Hindu
temples, saying the minor-
ity Muslim population was
feeling under threat and their
places of worship should be
protected.

In the latest such con-
tentious case, a court this
week allowed Hindus to
pray in a 17th-century
mosque, which Hindus say
was built after the destruc-
tion of a temple.

“Many people in the
country are claiming that
some of the historic

mosques were constructed
after the destruction of
temples, but these are false
accusations,” said Maulana
Khalid Saifullah Rahmani,
president of the All India
Muslim Personal Law
Board.

“We urge the govern-
ment to put an end to such
disputes and save the secu-
lar fabric of the nation,” he
told reporters, flanked by
other leaders and clerics.
The Muslim community
was feeling “threatened and
suffocated” in their own
country, he added.

The home ministry
did not immediately re-
spond to an email seeking
comment.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: China demanded on
Thursday that Ukraine im-
mediately remove more
than a dozen Chinese com-
panies from a list of firms
designated as “international
sponsors of war”, saying it
wanted Kyiv to “eliminate
negative impacts”.

The remarks came af-
ter Reuters reported that
China’s ambassador in
Kyiv had told senior Ukrai-
nian government officials
last month that the inclu-

More than 100
Myanmar migrants
flee Malaysian

detention centre,
one dead

Monitoring Desk
KUALA LUMPUR: An
undocumented migrant
from Myanmar has died in
a road accident while flee-
ing an immigration deten-
tion centre with over a hun-
dred others in Malaysia late
Thursday, officials said.

The incident was the
second reported breakout
from a Malaysian detention
centre in as many years. In
April 2022, 582 ethnic
Rohingya refugees from
Myanmar escaped.

communities,” Trudeau
said on X, formerly called
Twitter.

“The attack against
a Mississauga mosque
earlier this week on the
National Day of Remem-
brance of the Quebec
City Mosque Attack and
Action Against
Islamophobia is cow-
ardly, disturbing, and
unacceptable. I con-
demn it in the strongest
terms possible,” he said.

The National Coun-
cil of Canadian Muslims
said the attack was “part
of an alarming rise in
Islamophobic hate
across the country.”

In November, au-
thorities in Toronto said
the number of antisemitic
and anti-Muslim hate

port, reducing the number of
ministries by half, and scrap-
ping hundreds of rules so as
to deregulate the economy.
His massive reform package
with hundreds of articles
touches on all areas of public
and private life, from
privatisations to cultural is-
sues, the penal code, divorce
and the status of football
clubs.

Argentines who
elected him are already up
in arms and even staged a
strike less than two months
into his term. Opposition
lawmakers walked out of
the chamber as police put
down the protests outside.

TV footage showed
police firing rubber bullets
and water cannons at hun-
dreds of demonstrators op-
posed to the reform pack-
age. “We cannot hold a ses-
sion under these circum-
stances,” leftist lawmaker
Mariano Del Cano said as
he and others left the build-
ing. Myriam Bregman, a
leftist lawmaker and former
presidential hopeful, told
reporters that a group of
some 40 legislators urged
police to stop the violence.

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi visits the military equipment of IRGC Navy
in Bandar Abbas, Iran.

crimes in Canada’s larg-
est city had spiked sig-
nificantly since the start
of Israel’s military offen-
sive in Gaza.

Rights advocates
have noted a rise in anti-
Semitism and
Islamophobia in many
parts of the world since
October 7 when Palestin-
ian group Hamas at-
tacked Israel and killed
1,200, according to Is-
raeli tallies.

Since then, Israel
has militarily assaulted
the Gaza Strip, killing
27,000, according to
Gaza’s health ministry,
and flattening most of
the densely populated
enclave where nearly all
of the 2.3 million popula-
tion is displaced.

Swedish environmental activist Greta Thunberg leaves Westminster Magis-
trates Court in London after the hearing.

FRANKFURT: Travellers wait at Frankfurt airport after a strike by aviation
security workers.

People participate in a rally hosted by the ‘Take Back Our Border’ trucker
convoy against migrants crossing from Mexico, in Dripping Springs, Texas, U.S.
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar receives an
award conferred upon Late Mir Sultan Khan, a Chess player, posthumously
from the President of International Chess Federation Mr. Arkady Dvorkovich
and President Asian Chess Federation Mr. Sultan bin Khalifa Al Nahyan.

WASHINGTON DC: Ambassador Masood Khan in a virtual meeting with the
leadership of Pakistan American Chamber of Commerce (PACC) led by its
Chairman aqar Ali Khan. Other members of the Chamber included Dr. Sana
Khan, Fawad Ismail, Zubair Rao, Maqsood Chaudhry, Dr. Salahuddin and
Farrukh, Consul General of Pakistan in Los Angeles Asim Ali Khan and
Trade and Investment Counselor Quratulain Fatima, attended the meeting.

QUETTA; A delegation led by President Government Teachers Association
Haji Mujeebullah Gharsheen meeting with Caretaker Education Minister
Prof. Dr. Qadir Baloch.

QUETTA: Peoples Party (PPP) Candidate for PB-
45 Constituency, Ali Madad Jattak inaugurating
the election campaign in connection of upcoming
General Election 2024, in Quetta.

QUETTA: Balochistan National Party (BNP) Cen-
tral Leader, Dr. Nashanas Lehri along with Abdul
Shakoor Marri, Leader Muslim League (PML-Q)
addressing a press conference, at Quetta press club.

QUETTA: Commuters are facing difficulties in
transportation due to stagnant rainwater due to poor
sewerage system caused by downpour of winter
season, at Zarghoon road in Quetta.

Mind games important for
fostering physical, mental

growth in youth: PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Friday emphasizing the
importance of sports, par-
ticularly mind games, in
fostering both physical and
mental development of youth,
said that the chess game helps
to instill discipline in individu-
als’ thought processes. Ad-
dressing the launch of the
Prime Minister’s National
Mind Sports Initiative, the
prime minister highlighted
the positive impact of such
mind games on mental well-
being and said the youth
engaged in such healthy ac-
tivities would become suc-
cessful professionals in the
future. He said these games
promote cognitive activity
and critical thinking among
the players.

The prime minister
said he was happy that he
made a commitment to this
special cause, and he will
also continue to support
and promote this cause in
the future. He said every
school in the country
should have access to this
game. Acknowledging the

contribution of the federal
minister for Inter-Provincial
Coordination Fawad
Hassan Fawad PM Kakar
said that due to his personal
efforts, the launch of this
initiative became possible.

Fawad Hassan Fawad,
on the occasion, informed
that, under the initiative, the
facility of mind games
would be provided at
10,000 public schools
across the country.

“We are going to take
it across all the public
schools in Pakistan, and we
are also engaging the corpo-
rate sector and inviting the
private schools to have this
in every single school in the
country,” he added. The
minister said that in the first
month, some 100 schools
in Islamabad would be given
the facility. The minister
also recalled the tremendous
performance of late Mir
Sultan Khan, a native chess
player from Sargodha, who
won the British Chess
Championship in 1929,
1931, and 1932.

To acknowledge the
performance of Mir Sultan

Khan, President Arkady
Dvorkovich presented an
award to Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar,
who received the award on
behalf of Mir Sultan Khan.

The President of the
International Chess Federa-
tion, speaking on the occa-
sion, said that besides be-
ing a mind game, chess was
a lot of fun too. He said this
game was very important
for a country like Pakistan,
where millions of young
people were growing up.

He said, “Some
600,0000 kids in 10,000
schools in Pakistan will
have the chance to get ac-
cess to this game. He said
the federation will support
and train the teachers, who
will then train kids.”

The Managing Direc-
tor (MD) of the Interna-
tional Chess Federation,
Dana Reizniece-Ozola,
President of the Asian Chess
Federation, Sheikh Sultan bin
Khaleefa Alnahyan, and
President of the Pakistan
Chess Federation,
Muhammad Hanif Qureshi,
were also present.

KIIR calls on UN to halt illegal
campaign launched by Indian
troops in occupied Kashmir

AC issues Toshakhana
case’s written order

Balochistan govt sets
medical sector on

top priority: Abdullah

Change only through power of vote:
We would not let anyone spoil 
peaceful elections in Chaman,
other areas: Asghar Achakzai

Domki, Jan & Jamali
grieved over death of
mother of Zahir Khan

Mir Hassan Zehri says:
Dureji also fell into the

hands of vested interests

Furnace
Ignition in
SMELTER
SAINDAK

NOKUNDI (Online): On
February 2, the reverbera-
tory furnace of Smelter
MRDL, Saindak was ig-
nited and started.

The company’s lead-
ership team, Chinese and
Pakistani HODs, and key
personnel of Smelter at-
tended the ceremony and
jointly witnessed the begin-
ning of the 23rd production
cycle of Smelter.

Based on the basic re-
ality of Saindak’s industry,
MCCT (MRDL’s superior
company) is striving to cre-
ate a development path that
is in line with the local of
Pakistan as well as taking
the lead in the non-ferrous
industry in Pakistan.

“Long live China-Pa-
kistan friendship!” Paki-
stani brothers at the site
cheered. Mining industry
revitalizes the economy
and brings happiness.
MRDL’s blueprint for the
development of surround-
ing areas is becoming a real-
ity.

Pak desires
to strengthen

ties with
Mongolia: FS
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazi Friday met the new
Ambassador of Mongolia to
Pakistan Tuvvshin Badral
and discussed matters of
mutual interest.

Congratulating Am-
bassador Badral on his ap-
pointment, the foreign sec-
retary reaffirmed Pakistan’s
desire to further deepen
Pakistan-Mongolia rela-
tions, and strengthen coop-
eration in all areas of mu-
tual interest.

Pneumonia
claims seven
more lives
in Punjab

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Seven more children fell vic-
tim to pneumonia in Punjab
over the past 24 hours,
bringing the total tally to
this infectious disease to
303 this year, according to
Punjab Health Department
on Friday.

A total of 764 new
pneumonia cases emerged,
with Lahore alone register-
ing 178 fresh cases during
the said period, a private
news channel reported.

The cumulative toll of
pneumonia cases in Punjab
has now surpassed 18,000,

The health experts are
attributing the rapid rise in
pneumonia cases and fatali-
ties to environmental pol-
lution exacerbated by win-
ter smog.

FM urges close
cooperation to deal

with global challenges
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani on Friday
urged close cooperation and
multidisciplinary interna-
tional partnerships to deal
with global challenges.

He was speaking at
the 3rd Indo-Pacific Min-
isterial Forum, in Belgium
at the invitation of High
Representative of the Eu-
ropean Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy
Josep Borrell.

The foreign minister
also joined the Roundtable
on ‘Shared Prosperity, Eco-

nomic Resilience, and In-
vestments’.

In his remarks, he out-
lined the future trajectory
of global partnerships.

He underlined the need
for shared responsibility to
move away from divisive
bloc politics and notions of
great power contestation.

The FM proposed a
three-tier approach involv-
ing development of interna-
tional digital cooperation
hubs, mechanisms for com-
bating climate change and
South-South Triangular
Cooperation.

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP):
Chairman of the Kashmir
Institute of International
Relations (KIIR), Altaf
Hussain Wani, called on
UN Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres to halt the
illegal profiling campaign
disguised as a census by
Indian troops in the Indian
illegally Occupied  Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

In a joint letter ad-
dressed to the UN Secre-
tary General and other UN
Special Rapporteurs, Altaf
Hussain Wani underscored
the move is illegal, uncon-
stitutional, and human
rights violations.

He expressed con-
cerns about the lack of
transparency in the cam-

paign initiated without for-
mal announcements from
competent authorities, fur-
ther unsettling the already
anxious residents.

Wani emphasized the
fear and insecurity prevail-
ing in Occupied Kashmir
since the Modi’s govern-
ment revoked the region’s
special status, saying it is a
blatant violation of UNSC
resolutions. The Chairman
Wani revealed that the cen-
sus conducted by Indian
troops was extracting sen-
sitive information, including
family details, ages, and con-
tact information of residents
and their family members
living outside the region.

The distributed “cen-
sus forms” sought exclusive

data such as Aadhar num-
bers, vehicle registration
numbers, and information
about CCTV cameras, along
with inquiries about family
members involved in the
freedom struggle. Residents
were even asked for photo-
graphs and geo-tagging co-
ordinates of their resi-
dences. The letter high-
lighted the invasive nature
of the campaign, causing
serious concerns among
Kashmiri people already
living under excessive sur-
veillance. Wani pointed to
the Indian security forces’
growing interference in resi-
dents’ private lives, citing
databases created since
2019 targeting journalists,
academicians, civil society.

Faisalabad still citadel
of PMLN: Shehbaz

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz President Shehbaz
Sharif termed Faisalabad the
citadel of PML-N on Fri-
day and said that enthusi-
asm of people clearly indi-
cated that they love Nawaz
Sharif from the core of their
hearts. Addressing a public
gathering at Iqbal Park
(Dhobi Ghat ground) here,
he said PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharif always con-
sidered Faisalabad as his
second home, and when he
was voted to power earlier,
he launched major develop-
ment projects for the city
and transformed it into a
dynamic city.

He said that he had
visited Satiana Road in
1997 for construction of the
road. He said he always re-
mained committed to devel-
opment of the city. He said
he asked people whether
they wanted metro or ex-

pressway, and they opted
for an expressway, and
Nawaz Sharif directed him
to give the city what people
were demanding.

He termed the youth
asset to the country and
power of society, adding
that they would be fully ac-
commodated by providing
the best quality education
at their doorsteps.

“We would also offer
scholarships and restart
distribution of laptops
among talented students, so
that they could exploit their
quality of head and heart to
build Pakistan on modern
lines,” he added. He prom-
ised to provide the city with
metro bus service, and said
that if the PML-N candi-
dates would be voted to
power from Faisalabad, the
party would set up a state-
of-the-art Arfa Kareem IT
University in this city af-
ter forming its government.

Independent Report
HUB: Today’s grand gath-
ering proved that Dureji also
went by your hands,
Bhutanese Sahib. These
views were expressed by
the senior leader of Pakistan
Peoples Party and the
president of Hub district
and spokesperson of Asif
Ali Zardari for Balochistan,
candidate PB-21 Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri, while ad-
dressing the rally held at
Goth Jameel Bareja in
Dureji.  Meanwhile, Jameel
Bareja, Fayyaz Bareja and
a large number of people
welcomed Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri. On this occasion,
Mir Ali Hassan Zehri and
other dignitaries were pre-
sented with traditional tur-
bans and gifts. Under the
leadership of Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri, Jameel
Ahmed Bareja and thou-
sands of people from dif-
ferent communities joined
the Peoples Party regularly,
including Ghulam Haider
Bandijo, Abdul Razzaq
Chhata, Khamisa Khan
Chhata, Muhammad Rafiq
Chhata, Ghulam Rasool

Chhata,  Dr. Muhammad
Khan Zehri and thousands
of colleagues joined the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party as a
rule. On this occasion, Pa-
kistan Peoples Party Gen-
eral Secretary Hub Sharif
Palari, Usman Koh Baloch,
Syed Iqbal Shah, Hamal
Khan Marri, Saeed Mengal
and party leaders and a
large number of workers
were present. Pakistan
Peoples Party Central
Leader Iqbal Shah, District
General Secretary Hub
Sharif Palari and Jameel
Bareja also spoke on this
occasion.

Mir Ali Hassan Zehri
said in his address that the
era of Waderas, Jams and
nawabs is gone and now is
the era of youth and new
thinkers. He welcomed and
congratulated those who
joined the Pakistan Peoples
Party, who expressed confi-
dence in us and the top lead-
ership of the party and joined
by listening to the voice of
their conscience.  On this oc-
casion, Jameel Bareja in his
address said that we and thou-
sands of our colleagues.

PNS SAIF visits Sri Lanka
during regional maritime

security patrol

QWP Chairman calls
for fair elections to
address challenges

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has expressed con-
dolence and sorrow over
the death of mother of jour-
nalist Zahir Khan Nasar.

In a condolence state-
ment issued here on Friday,
the caretaker Chief Minis-
ter prayed that may Allah
Almighty rest the departed
soul into Its eternal peace

and give enough strength
and patience to the be-
reaved family to bear the
tragic loss of her death.

Meanwhile, in sepa-
rate condolence messages is-
sued here on Friday, the
caretaker Provincial Minis-
ters Jan Achakzai and Mir
Zubair Jamali have expressed
grief and sorrow over the
death of mother of Zahir Khan
Nasar. They also prayed for
the departed soul.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Pa-
kistan Navy’s PNS SAIF
visited Colombo, Sri Lanka
during its Regional Mari-
time Security Patrol
(RMSP) deployment on
Friday. Upon arrival at the
port, the ship was received
by officials of Pakistan
Embassy and Sri Lankan
Navy, an Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

During the stay at the
port, the Commanding Of-
ficer of PNS SAIF called on
senior naval and military
officials of Sri Lanka.

During the interac-

tions, matters of mutual in-
terests were discussed and
enhancement of bilateral
ties in all spheres was re-
affirmed.

The Commanding Of-
ficer also conveyed good
wishes of Chief of the Na-
val Staff, Admiral Naveed
Ashraf for the people of Sri
Lanka in general and the Sri
Lankan Navy in particular.

During stay at the
port, the ship’s crew vis-
ited different Sri Lankan
Navy training facilities, and
the Sri Lankan Navy offic-
ers and men also visited the
Pakistan Navy ship.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Qaumi Watan Party (QWP)
Chairman Aftab Ahmad Khan
Sherpao emphasized the im-
portance of ensuring free, fair,
and peaceful elections to ad-
dress the challenges facing the
country. Speaking at a gath-
ering Charsadda district, he
highlighted various issues
such as inflation, poverty,
law and order concerns, and
unemployment. He
stressed that whichever
political party comes to
power must focus on revi-
talizing the economy and
promoting development.

He lamented that po-
litical instability and high
inflation have hindered the
country’s progress and

urged political forces to
unite for political and eco-
nomic stability.

He expressed dismay
over the neglect of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, stating that
the province has been left
behind in development due
to previous governments
neglecting its rights.

He criticized the exces-
sive load shedding of elec-
tricity and gas in KP de-
spite the province’s self-
sufficiency in these re-
sources, promising to fight
for the province’s rights.

Sherpao assured that
the QWP would fulfil its prom-
ises and work tirelessly for the
development and welfare of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

QUETTA (APP):Secretary
Health Department,
Abdullah Khan on Friday
said that the government
was attaching priority to
the medical sector to pro-
vide the best healthcare fa-
cilities to the masses.

Chairing a meeting
held here on Friday regard-
ing the migration policy of
medical colleges, he said that
the health sector was im-
portant while medical edu-
cation played the role of
back bone in the health sec-
tor.

Abdullah Khan said
that the government was at-
taching priority to the
medical sector, adding that
the contribution of all de-
partments in the educa-
tional field of the province
was inevitable, enabling
students of the province to

seek admission to higher
educational institutions of
the country.  The meeting
was attended by Principal,
Bolan Medical College,
Quetta, Professor Dr. Raz
Muhammad Kakar, Addi-
tional Secretary, Health
Department, Abdul
Hameed Zehri, Principal
Jhalawan Medical College,
Khuzdar, Dr. Samad
Gichki, Additional Secre-
tary, Law and Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Syed Naseer
Shah, Additional Secretary,
Colleges, Higher and Tech-
nical Education Depart-
ment, Shakeel Ahmed,
Technical Advisor, Health
Department, Dr. Amin
Khan Jogezai, Section Of-
ficer Colleges, Aftab, Admn
Officer, Bolan Medical
College, Quetta, Hamdullah
and others.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The provincial
president of Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP) and its
candidate on PB-51,
Chaman and NA-263,
Quetta-II, Asghar Khan
Achakzai and other party
candidates contesting elec-
tion on different seats have
stated that we would not
let succeed any con-
spiracy of spoiling the
peaceful elections in
Chaman.

He said that public
service is the hallmark of
followers of the Bacha
Khan.

The provincial presi-
dent of ANP and others
were addressing different
events including the inau-

guration ceremony of the
election cells of the party
as well as workers conven-
tion and different public
gatherings marking the elec-
tion campaign in Chaman
and different other areas
and constituencies on Sat-
urday.

Others who addressed
the events were included
candidate of the party for
PB-50 and PB41, Zamarak
Khan Achakzai, candidate
for PB-1, Sardar Aminullah
Khan, candidate for PB-2,
Allauddin Mandokhail,
candidate for PB-3, Malik
Amanullah Kakar, candi-
date for PB-5, Dr Atta Gul
Hamzazai, candidate for
PB-6, Izzat Khan Nasar,
candidate for PB-7, Wali

Dad, candidate for PB-38,
Malik Naeem Khan Bazai,
candidate for PB-39, Malik
Taj Muhammad, candidate
for PB-40, Abdul Ahad,
candidate for PB-46,
Sanaullah Kakar, candidate
for PB-47, Abdul Bari
Kakar, candidate for PB-
48, Ubaidullah Abid, can-
didate for PB-49, Asghar Ali
Tareen, candidate for NA-
252, Shazia Watanpal, can-
didate for NA-253,
Fareedullah Dummar, can-
didate for NA-265, Abdul
Rasheed Nasar and candi-
date for NA-266,
Mohibullah Kakar besides
others.

They in the occasion
welcomed all those who
joined the party.

Mushahid
stresses

‘healing touch’
for stability

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of the Senate’s
Standing Committee on
Defence Mushahid
Hussain Sayed on Friday
underscored the urgent need
for a “healing touch” in the
country. Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he em-
phasized the critical role of
national unity and urged po-
litical leaders to act respon-
sibly to foster stability in
the country. Mushahid re-
marked that the political
parties had been trans-
formed into “family busi-
ness franchises”. He called
for learning lessons from the
past, cautioning against turn-
ing political rivalries into
personal enmities. Address-
ing the root causes of politi-
cal instability, he pointed
out that politicians had not
set rules of the game.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Accountability Court
(AC) of Islamabad on Fri-
day issued its written or-
der regarding the 14 years
imprisonment sentence to
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’s (PTI) founder and
his wife Bushra Bibi in the
Toshakhana case.

AC Judge Muhammad
Bashir, in his 44-page de-
tailed judgment, said that
the court had testified a to-
tal of 16 witnesses during
the trial.

The order said that
the PTI’s founder and his
wife received a total of 108
gifts from abroad.

It further said that the
PTI founder’s wife received
a graff jewellery set as a gift
from the Saudi Crown
Prince, which was reported
but not deposited into the
Toshakhana.

The judgment said
that the two accused used
influence on the private ex-
pert who determined the
value of the gift. They ac-
quired the graff jewelry set
after paying only Rs 9 mil-
lion while its actual value
was over Rs 3.16 billion.

According to Sohaib
Abbasi, who determined
the value of said gift, he es-
timated the value of the gift
lower on the instruction of
the PTI’s founder. The

NAB (National Account-
ability Bureau) had served
five notices to Bushra Bibi
and the founder of PTI
and asked them to come
with the graff jewellery
set to determine the price
but both did not bring the
gift.

It said that the attitude
of PTI’s founder during
trial was very inappropri-
ate. The accused had been
changing the defence law-
yers repeatedly and they
were not even willing to
cross-examine the wit-
nesses. The court shared a
questionnaire with the
PTI’s founder but he did not
answer it.

The defence lawyers
were aware about the hear-
ing date but they did not
arrive court, it added.

The court said that
the accused did not prop-
erly determine the actual
value of the gift.  The
founder of PTI and Bushra
Bibi did not even give the
information about the
gifts.

The verdict said that
NAB contacted Imran
Bashir, a Dubai-based ex-
pert on jewellery and an-
tiquities, who estimated the
price of set from various
dealers. He reported that
the value of jewelry set was
Rs 3.160 billion.

Envoys
underscore

commitment
to peaceful,

stable Afghan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Additional Foreign Secre-
tary (Afghanistan & West
Asia) Ambassador Rahim
Hayat Qureshi Friday  held
here a meeting with Chinese
Special Envoy on Afghani-
stan Ambassador, Yue
Xiaoyong and discussed is-
sues related to Afghanistan.

They underscored
their commitment to a
peaceful and stable Af-
ghanistan and emphasized
the need for enhanced co-
ordination for regional sta-
bility.


