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LAHORE: Governor Punjab Baligh Ur Rehman administering the oath to the
Newly-elected Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz at Governor House.

KARACHI: PTI leader Haleem Adil Sheikh ad-
dressing a press conference at KPC.

ISLAMABAD: Leader of PPP Senator Sherry
Rehman talking with the media persons after the
attend Zulfikar Ali Bhutto case hearing at Supreme
Court, in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Peoples Party (PPP) Co-Chairman, Asif Ali Zardari exchanging
views with a delegation of Awami National Party (ANP) led by Zamarud Khan,
Dawood Khan and Nawabzada Umar Farooq during meeting held in Islamabad.

Pak Navy demonstrates successful shooting down
of aerial target by Surface to Air Missile.

KARACHI: Corps Commander Karachi, Lieuten-
ant General Babar Iftikhar distributes Trophy and
Awards to the best candidates during the 31st pass-
ing out Parade ceremony held at Rangers Train-
ing Center and School in Karachi.

PPP regrets President
Alvi’s linking NA session

with reserved seats
Says constitution binds President

to summon NA session within
21 days after polls

Governor Sindh visits
DALFA Cattle Show

Elected as Sindh CM for record third time

Murad Ali Shah vows to address key
challenges, prioritize public welfare

PPP candidate secures 112 votes to become province’s chief executive in contest against MQM-P’s Ali Khurshidi; He prays for
courage to run province and bring all parties in harmony; Opposition parties hope new leadership will ensure good governance.

Sharjeel for burying
hatred of past, stressing
need to work together

Speaker convenes NA meeting
on Feb 29 after President

objects to summary

Maryam Nawaz sworn in as
first-ever female CM of Punjab
Wins chief minister’s election with 220 votes against SIC’s

Rana Aftab Ahmad; Governor Balighur Rehman administers
oath to Maryam; Doors of CM’s office opened for ruling,

opposition members, says newly elected CM

Pakistan to seek loan
package plus climate

finance from IMF

PN reaffirms operational
readiness by fire power

display in North Arabian Sea

SHC issues arrest
warrants of

four accused in
Murtaza Bhutto

murder case
KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh High Court (SHC) on
Monday issued bailable ar-
rest warrants of four ac-
cused in Murtaza Bhutto
murder case.

The high court hearing
appeals against acquittal of
police officers in Murtaza
Bhutto murder case.

Four murder accused
Ghulam Mustafa, Gulzar
Ahmed, Zafar Ahmed and
Asghar Memon were absent
in the case hearing. The
court also rejected the plea
of a former police officer
Wajid Durrani seeking ex-
emption from the court
hearing.

A brother of former
police chief of Karachi, late
Shahid Hayat, approached
the court for pursuing the
appeal. The court granted
request of Shahid Hayat’s
brother. The lawyers in-
formed the court that four
police officers nominated as
accused in the case have
expired.

Governor to
administer oath
to CM-elect today
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor, Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori will
administer the oath to  newly
elected Sindh Chief Minis-
ter Syed Murad Ali Shah at
Governor House tomorrow.
The oath talking ceremony
will be held at evening.

Partly cloudy
weather

forecast for city
KARACHI (APP): The
Pakistan Meteorological
Department on Monday
predicted partly cloudy
weather in most parts of the
Sindh province including
Karachi during the next 24
hours.

Mainly, partly cloudy
weather is likely to prevail
in the province.

CJP summons
SJC meeting

on Feb 29
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Justice Qazi Faez Isa
on Monday summoned a
meeting of the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council (SJC) on
February 29 to consider the
complaints of misconduct
against former apex court
judge Mazahar Ali Akbar
Naqvi. Mazahir Naqvi is
probably the only judge
who is facing proceedings
of misconduct after his res-
ignation.

Last week, an SC larger
bench by a majority of 4 to
1 held that the proceedings,
which had already been ini-
tiated by the SJC against a
judge, shall not abate on his
resignation or retirement.

“It is the prerogative
of the SJC to proceed with
the matter accordingly,”
read the order.

KARACHI: Syed Murad Ali Shah Speaker on the
Assembly floor after being election as Chief Min-
ister of Sindh.

KARACHI (Agencies):
Newly-elected Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
on Monday sought help
from both sides of the aisle,
the government benches
and opposition benches,
after being chosen as the
provincial chief executive
for a record third time.

The Sindh Assembly
earlier today elected Paki-
stan Peoples Party’s (PPP)
candidate, Murad, as the
chief minister of Sindh.

The third time lucky,
has served twice as Sindh’s
chief minister from 2016 to
2018 and then from 2018
to 2023, and this will be his
third consecutive term.

Taking the floor after
his election, CM Murad
thanked PPP and its top
leadership for choosing him

for the post. “I have been
chosen for the third time for
leading the province and I
have been elected as the
member of this House for
the fifth time,” he said

Recalling his early
days in politics, Murad said
that his father had told him
and his brother that one of
them should contest in the
2002 polls as he couldn’t
at that time. He said that
PPP leader Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, who was
in exile at that time, encour-
aged him to take part in the
polls.

He recalled the “time”
when talks of his arrest were
on the rise but Bilawal said
that “Murad will be my
CM from jail” if he is sent
to prison. Murad also men-
tioned how he reformed

himself without criticism.
“PPP will not play

with the security of the
country for just a few seats
that were taken away from
us. Instead, we will fight a
legal war for them,” he said.

The CM-elect said
that there have big terrorist
incidents in the last six
months, but the new gov-
ernment will have a special
focus on improving the
peace and security situa-
tion, with getting rid of the
dacoits in the kacha areas
on top of the priority list.

Speaking about
Bilawal’s determination,
Murad recalled the cata-
strophic floods in Sindh in
2022, saying that the PPP
chairman had tasked him to
prepare a plan to house the
displaced people.

“I thought Bilawal is
a young politician, he will
forget about it, but he asked
me right on the next morn-
ing about the plan,” he said.

He then lauded PPP
founder Zulfiqar Ali

Bhutto, saying that if any-
one has the credit for mak-
ing Pakistan a nuclear state,
it is the former prime min-
ister.

Murad then prayed for
courage to run the province

and the ability to bring all
parties and opposition in
harmony while dealing with
provincial affairs.

Today, the election for
the province’s chief execu-
tive began after a half-an-
hour delay via an open bal-
lot with those supporting
Muran and Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan’s (MQM-P)
Khurshidi directed to go
right and left of the assem-
bly hall, respectively.

A total of 148 mem-
bers of the assembly par-
ticipated in the polling,
which saw Murad securing
112 votes to become the
25th chief minister of Sindh
in the contest against
MQM-P Ali Khurshidi,
who got only 36 votes to
his name.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan will seek a loan pack-
age from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
plus 1.5 billion dollars cli-
mate finance, sources said
on Monday.

The country is explor-
ing the possibility of in-
creasing the program to
$7.5-8 billion, reportedly
seeking addition of climate
finance in the next bailout
package, sources said.

Climate finance will be
sought to expand the loan
package. The International
Monetary Fund provides
affordable long-term financ-
ing for countries dealing
with climate change and
pandemics.

According to sources,
the authorities are looking
for options to increase the
upcoming IMF bailout

package to 7.5 to 8 billion
dollars with possible appli-
cation for climate finance.

Sources said that the
IMF Board of Governors
in its meeting in December
last year had approved en-
hancing the quota of all
countries and this decision
will also be implementable
over Pakistan. “Under this
decision Pakistan could
borrow from 6 to 8 billion
dollars”.

Pakistan is seeking a
Bangladesh-style deal with
the IMF for special financ-
ing of 1.5 billion dollars for
climate finance, sources
said.

Sources said that Pa-
kistan have to allocate ini-
tial fund for betterment of
the environment before
seeking the loan from the
global lending institution.

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: President
Arif Alvi has returned the
summary of caretaker par-
liamentary affairs ministry,
objecting to the proposed
meeting of the National As-
sembly scheduled for 10 am
on February 26. The presi-
dent has raised concerns,
insisting that the process of
allocating reserved seats for
women and minorities must
be completed before calling
the National Assembly into
session.

The move has set off
a constitutional debate,
with Speaker Raja Pervez
Ashraf ultimately deciding

to call the meeting on
Thursday, February 29,
citing Clause 2 of Article 91
of the Constitution.

This decision follows
consultations with senior
officers and constitutional
experts of the National As-
sembly Secretariat, who re-
viewed the situation arising
from the president’s refusal
to sign the summary.

According to consti-
tutional provisions, the
meeting of the National
Assembly must be con-
vened within 21 days of the
elections, and February 29
is the mandated date under
Article 91.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Peoples Party’s
(PPP) leader Sherry
Rehman Monday said that
the constitution of the
country binds the President
to summon a National As-
sembly session within 21
days after the general elec-
tions.

Talking to media per-
sons, she said it was the
responsibility of the Presi-
dent Arif to convene the
National Assembly ses-
sion.

About Shaheed
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto case of
presidential reference, she
expressed hope that the
court would rectify the in-
justice and ensure transpar-
ency and justice.

She called for uphold-
ing constitutional prin-
ciples and ensuring account-
ability in governance.

PPP leader and former
federal minister Sherry
Rehman has said that Presi-
dent Arif Alvi was again vio-
lating the law by not con-
vening the session of the

National Assembly despite
the requisition summary
sent to him earlier.

Talking to media here
on Monday, Sherry Rehman
said Arif Alvi was the presi-
dent of Pakistan and not of
a political party.

She said PPP was a
political and democratic
party which always dis-
couraged politics of division
and hate.

Sherry said session of
National Assembly will be
held automatically after 21
days as per the Article
91(2) of the Constitution if
President Alvi did not con-
vene the session. The Con-
stitution did not link the
National Assembly session
with any pending issue, she
elaborated.

Sherry remarked Arif
Alvi’s tenure has already
been marred by controver-
sies. “As he was about to
leave the presidency, he is
safeguarding the interests
of PTI and not of his presi-
dential oath,” the PPP
leader added.

LAHORE (Online): The
newly-elected first ever fe-
male Chief Minister of the
Punjab Maryam Nawaz
has taken the oath of her
office at the Governor’s
House in Lahore today.

Punjab Governor
Muhammad Baligh-ur-
Rehman administered the
oath.

On this occasion, Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz Quid Muhammad

Nawaz Sharif, PML-N
President Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, members of
Punjab Assembly, along
with a large number of party
leaders and workers were
present.

Earlier, during the
session of the provincial
assembly held in Lahore,
Maryam Nawaz of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-N
was elected as the first
ever woman Chief Min-

ister of Punjab.
She secured two hun-

dred twenty votes.
Speaker Malik

Muhammad Ahmad Khan
announced the result of the
voting process.

Sunni Ittehad Council
had fielded Rana Aftab
Ahmad Khan as its candi-
date.

However, the Council
boycotted the entire elec-
toral process.

KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP)
Leader and MPA -Sindh
Sharjeel Inam Memon on
Monday said that a demo-
cratic process had com-
pleted today after the elec-

tions to Sindh Chief Min-
ister slot. Talking to media
persons on the premises of
Sindh Assembly, he said
that there was a need to
move forward with all
stakeholders together.

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan Navy demonstrated
combat readiness and war
fighting potential by Live
Weapon Firing (LWF) of
FM-90B Surface to Air
Missile in the North Ara-
bian Sea.

Commander Pakistan
Fleet, Vice Admiral
Muhammad Faisal Abbasi
graced the occasion as Chief
Guest.

Dur ing the f i re-
power demonstrat ion,
PN Ship successfully hit
the aerial drone target
thereby reaffirming PN’s
war fighting capability
and combat potential.

Missile firing was
conducted on the culmi-
nation of the sea phase
of PN’s Major Maritime
Exercise SEA SPARK-
2024.

KARACHI (APP): Gover-
nor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori on Monday said
that agriculture livestock,
dairy and fisheries are piv-

otal for the economy of
Pakistan and the 3rd exhibi-
tion of these sectors will
ensure promotion of the
same.

This, he said while
visiting the 3rd Dairy Agri-
culture Livestock, and Fish-
eries Association (DALFA)

exhibition and cattle show
here at Expo Centre. Man-
aging Director Badar Expo
Solutions Zuhair Naseer
and President DALFA

Haris Mithan were also
present on the occasion.

The Governor said
that all these sectors play
an essential role for persons
engaged and their livelihood
depends upon it. “Assem-
bling of all stakeholders at
this exhibition would help

grow their business im-
mensely” he added.

The Governor Sindh
lauded the increase in ex-
ports of meat from Pakistan
and said that it would bring
much needed foreign ex-
change to the country.

“I have been informed
that foreign companies have
shown great interest in im-
porting meat from Pakistan
and their delegates have vis-
ited this exhibition to place
their orders”, he said

He further said that
despite being an agricultural
country, it was unfortunate
that Pakistan had to import
essential commodities.

“We have great poten-
tial in every field and there
was only a need to stream-
line our potential and re-
sources to get better results,
he opined. Governor Sindh
visited various stalls of the
exhibition and appreciated
the beauty and quality of
livestock kept there.

We are real winners
if Form-45 accepted:

Haleem Adil
Independent Report

KARACHI: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Sindh President Haleem
Adil Sheikh has said that the
people have voted for us
heavily and we are the real
winners if the Form-45s are
accepted.

Addressing a crowded
press release here at the
Karachi Press Club (KPC)
flanked by Khurram Sher
Zaman and other PTI lead-
ers, he said the voters of
Karachi have elected us and
our Form-45s are its unde-
niable proof, but the ROs
changed the results illegally.
He said they snatched our
‘bat’ symbol and gave us
strange symbols and even
Internet service was closed
down on the last day but

the people still gave us
votes in a huge number. He
said that the nation gave its
verdict in the favour of PTI.

Haleem Adil said we
have won 183 seats from
the country including 20
from Karachi and we pos-
sess the Form-45s of these
seats. We won two seats
from Hyderabad. Simi-
larly, we won 38 Sindh as-
sembly seats. He said we
will go to courts and take
back our snatched man-
date.

He said we went to the
High Court and they sent
our petitions to the Elec-
tion Commission, which re-
jected our petitions and sent
them to tribunal. He said our
mandate was shamelessly
stolen.



OPINION Daily IndependentPage 02 Tuesday February 27, 2024

Commerce News

Spirit of ’74
For three days in 1974, starting Feb 22, Lahore
witnessed an epochal meeting of 38 Muslim na-
tions as it hosted the Second Islamic Summit Con-
ference. Those were heady days, coming only a
few months after the October 1973 war, when the
Arabs had reversed some of the ignominious
losses of the 1967 conflict. Moreover, the Arabs
had flaunted their ‘oil weapon’, targeted at all
states that openly supported Israel, and perhaps
for the first time in the postcolonial period, there
was a feeling that the world of Islam had agency of
its own.

Giants of the Muslim world attended the moot.
This included the summit’s host and architect
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto along with other leaders, in-
cluding Anwar Sadat of Egypt, Muammar Qadhafi
of Libya, Faisal of Saudi Arabia and Palestinian
icon Yasser Arafat. The credit for the success of
the 1974 summit goes to Bhutto. Though he may
have had many shortcomings, Bhutto — a demo-
cratically elected leader — was a committed inter-
nationalist and had the vision to make Pakistan a
leader in the Muslim world. Our reputation today,
both within the Muslim world and in the larger
international community, is far from the dizzying
heights reached in 1974. One lesson that can be
drawn is that a leader elected by the people and
aware of their aspirations is alone qualified to guide
the nation on the world stage. Another of the
summit’s successes was Pakistan’s recognition of
Bangladesh, which closed the blood-stained chap-
ter of the separation of East Pakistan, as Mujibur
Rahman embraced Bhutto in Lahore.

Yet, 50 years after that momentous meeting,
many of the issues that plagued the Muslim
world remain. For example, Palestine’s children
still cry out for an end to their slaughter. More-
over, the people of Kashmir remain unable to
choose their own destiny, thanks to Indian in-
transigence. Elsewhere, the stateless Rohingya
live in foet id refugee camps,  victims of
Myanmar’s ruling junta, while hundreds of mil-
lions of other Muslims the world over face dis-
ease, illiteracy and hunger, even as some of their
richer brothers in faith live lives of unimagin-
able luxury. Sadly, in far too many Muslim states,
strongmen are disconnected from the desires of
their people. Perhaps the spirit of ’74 needs to
be channelled to guide the Muslim world
through these rough waters.  Particularly,
through unity and pursuing a minimum common
agenda, the community of Muslim states can at-
tempt to address multiple problems, and pursue
the noble goals enunciated at the Lahore Sum-
mit. Education, with particular focus on science
and technology, is required to improve the lot of
Muslim populations. Furthermore, democracy
within the Muslim world — developed through
organic processes and not ‘imported’ from oth-
ers — is needed to bring qualitative improve-
ments to the lives of nearly 2bn people.

Beyond environmental policy
Umar Farooq

The time has come for Pa-
kistan to redefine its rela-
tionship with the environ-
ment — not as a passive
recipient of international
aid, but as an active stew-
ard of its own natural
legacy.

Pakistan’s environ-
mental predicament is a
poignant illustration of the
disparity between a
nation’s contribution to
global greenhouse gas
emissions and the sever-
ity of its climate-related
challenges. Despite ac-
counting for less than one
per cent of global GHG
emissions, Pakistan is sig-
nificantly impacted by cli-
mate change. The country
has been experiencing an
alarming increase in envi-
ronmental disasters, such
as flash floods, extended
drought periods, and in-
tense heatwaves. Accord-
ing to a World Bank report,
the recent climate-induced
disasters in Pakistan, in-
cluding a heatwave and
devastating floods,
caused over 1,700 deaths,
displaced more than eight
million people, and re-
sulted in more than $30 bil-
lion in damages and eco-
nomic losses.

The combined risks
of extreme climate-related
events, environmental
degradation, and air pollu-
tion could reduce
Pakistan’s GDP by 18pc to
20pc by 2050. These occur-
rences highlight Pakistan’s
vulnerability to climate ex-
tremes and indicate the ur-
gency for comprehensive
strategies to adapt to and
mitigate these effects. The
reliance on international
climate aid, often limited to
small grants for seminars
and PR campaigns, does
not help much. Interna-
tional donors pledged over
$9bn to assist Pakistan in
recovering from devastat-
ing floods last year, but un-
fortunately the funds
never materialised.

The example of the
Amazon rainforest’s con-
tribution to its own rainfall
is a striking illustration of
the significant role local
ecosystems play in their

own environmental health.
Despite its global signifi-
cance, the Amazon prima-
rily sustains its climate
through its own biological
processes, a concept that
can be applied to
Pakistan’s environmental
situation. The focus on
seeking international cli-
mate aid and support, while
beneficial, may have only
a limited impact on
Pakistan’s environmental
restoration. Pakistan’s en-
vironmental health, like the
Amazon’s, is significantly
influenced by its own con-
servation and
sustainability practices
and we need to address
environmental challenges
through internal efforts.

A d d r e s s i n g
Pakistan’s environmental
challenges necessitates a
fundamental shift from the
prevailing mindset and
policy framework. The
need of the hour is not just
an environmental policy,
but a comprehensive land
use policy. This policy
should be multidimen-
sional, encompassing ag-
riculture, nature conserva-
tion and restoration, indus-
trial practices, and hous-
ing strategies.

The agriculture strat-
egy in Pakistan’s proposed
land use policy must con-
front existing practices that
have degraded natural
capital. The agriculture
sector with its distribu-
tional consequences is re-
sponsible for more than
50pc of GHG emissions.
Traditional agricultural
methods have led to exten-
sive land degradation, wa-
ter scarcity, and a decrease
in biodiversity. The latest
figure indicates that the
per capita availability of
water in Pakistan has de-
clined to 1,017 cubic
metres per person in 2021,
significantly below the
threshold for water scar-
city, while rent-seeking
farmers-turned-industrial-
ists heavily lobbying for
sugarcane cultivation in
the south have made it
worse. This has not only
contributed to environ-
mental degradation but
also made sugarcane a
critical part of the con-

sumption basket, despite
its intensive water usage
and ecological impact. To
counteract this, a shift to
sustainable agricultural
practices is imperative.
Practices like efficient wa-
ter use, organic farming,
and crop diversification
can rehabilitate the land,
conserve water, and en-
hance biodiversity.

Similarly, nature con-
servation and restoration,
is crucial. Past neglect and
overexploitation of natural
habitats by unsustainable
timber extraction have led
to a significant loss of
biodiversity and ecosys-
tem services in the coun-
try. Forests span merely
5.7pc of Pakistan’s total
land, with the remaining
forested areas facing rapid
decline. The pressures of
commercial logging and
the increased demand for
resources such as fuel,
fodder, building supplies,
resin, and charcoal by the
growing population have
severely impacted forest
ecosystems. A strategic
focus on restoring and
conserving natural habi-
tats — forests, wetlands,
and grasslands — is vital.
Another billion-tree tsu-
nami is badly needed.

This is a country
which is already beyond
water scarcity level, unfor-
tunately ruled by an elite
that has had a never-end-
ing affair with subsidised
golf courses, which require
millions of gallons of wa-
ter every day. For housing,
the strategy should
prioritise sustainable urban
planning, which includes
vertical expansion, effi-
cient land use, sustainable
urban transport systems
and the integration of
green spaces within urban
areas. As Pakistan stands
at a critical environmental
crossroads, the path
ahead is clear: a profound
shift in policy and mindset
is essential. Embracing a
comprehensive land use
policy that holistically ad-
dresses agriculture, con-
servation, industry, and
housing is not just a
choice, but an imperative
for a sustainable future.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Pack of lies
Zarrar Khuhro

When Hamas and its al-
lies attacked Israel on Oct
7, the assault made head-
lines. Its aftermath —
Israel’s genocidal cam-
paign against the entire
Palestinian people —
continues till today.

However, it quickly
dawned on the belea-
guered right-wing gov-
ernment of Benjamin
Netanyahu that the at-
tack was a godsend be-
cause (a) a government at
war could ignore its po-
litical problems, and (b) it
provided an opportunity
to implement the Final
Solution to the Palestin-
ian issue.

But first, a degree of
consent had to be manu-
factured — you can’t
eradicate an entire people
out of the blue — and the
Palestinians had to be
depicted as mindless bar-
barians shedding Jewish
blood. So, headlines
about 40 beheaded ba-
bies — a lie repeated by
the US president —
dominated international
media along with tales of
sexual assaults by Hamas
fighters.

But, as with almost
all Zionist claims, it soon
became clear that there
was little to no proof
backing these accusa-
tions. Indeed, had West-
ern media bothered to
carry out some due dili-
gence, it would have be-
come apparent that the
claims were not sup-
ported by evidence. Take
the New York Times,
which ran a piece claim-
ing to have verified video
evidence regarding the
alleged rape of an Israeli
woman named Gal
Abdush. However, Gal’s
own parents and sister
came out to deny the
claim, after which it
emerged that NYT’s
‘video evidence’ only
verified the woman’s
identity, and not the al-
leged rape.

The article also
quoted ZAKA, the same
Israeli group that spread
the false story about be-
headed babies. Interest-

ingly, ZAKA’s own co-
founder Meshi Zahav
was accused of “horren-
dous acts of sexual abuse
of men, women and chil-
dren”, following which
he took his own life. The
NYT also launched a se-
ries of podcasts based on
the same article, which
was pulled after it became
clear that the information
it relied on was inaccu-
rate.

However, the claims
are repeated to this day,
most recently by Hillary
Clinton who continues to
justify Israel’s murderous
actions as “self-defence”.
Social media was another
vector for misinformation,
with prominent Israelis
posting a video in which
they claim a Hamas fighter
is heard singling out fe-
male captives for rape.
Once translated, it be-
came clear that the fighter
is saying “No, no, she is
a female captive, leave
her … go back to your
place.”

Similar accusations
were made by pro-Israeli
Moroccan journalist
Mahdi Baladi about freed
Israeli hostage Maya
Regev. Baladi falsely
claimed that Regev’s
medical reports stated
she was raped by mul-
tiple men, a claim that was
not verified by the hos-
pital where she was
treated or by her family.

More recently, activ-
ist Sandra Ifrah claimed
on a French TV channel
CNEWS that a 13-year-
old hostage was raped
and needed an abortion
while another hostage
had 67 different sperm
samples in her. Later, she
retracted these false
claims in a tweet by say-
ing that she was “under
the influence of emo-
tion”. She didn’t bother
to specify what she was
apologising for and the
TV channel has contin-
ued to repeat this lie.

But now, evidence
has finally emerged of
systematic sexual harass-
ment and rape in Pales-
tine, except this evidence
will not be discussed on
Western media because

the perpetrators are Is-
raeli and the victims Pal-
estinian.

UN experts have
said that there have been
numerous cases where
“Palestinian women and
girls in detention have
also been subjected to
multiple forms of sexual
assault, such as being
stripped naked and
searched by male Israeli
army officers. At least two
female Palestinian detain-
ees were reportedly
raped while others were
reportedly threatened
with rape and sexual vio-
lence”. Photographs of
women in “degrading cir-
cumstances” have also
been posted online by Is-
raeli soldiers.

Lama Khater, a Pal-
estinian mother of five,
who was released by Is-
rael in November, says
that in her first interroga-
tion she was threatened
with rape and the murder
of her family. She and
other female prisoners
were sexually harassed
and not even provided
access to sanitary pads.

Palestinian activist
Ahed Tamimi, was also
subjected to sexualised
remarks during her deten-
tion but perhaps her high
profile status saved her
from greater indignities.
The Israelis certainly
didn’t hold back because
of her age because that
has never been a barrier;
in 2021 a Palestinian NGO
reported the rape of a 15-
year-old boy by Israeli
security forces to the US
State Department. Israel
reacted by declaring the
NGO a terrorist
organisation and sealing
its offices.

The latest UN report
confirms what Palestinians
have been alleging for
years, that Israel uses
sexual abuse and humilia-
tion as a tool to subjugate
Palestinians; this dates to
the Nakba, and former Is-
raeli soldiers are on record,
talking about how they
raped Palestinian women
and girls. Truly, when it
comes to Israel, every ac-
cusation is a confession.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

ABU DHABI: Ambassador Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, Pakistan’s Envoy to UAE and
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid Prof., General Secretary, Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, signed the MOU signed a
Memorandum of Understanding in Abu Dhabi. The signing ceremony was
witnessed by H.E. Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance
and Coexistence of the UAE.

IT Minister forecasts
bright future as Pakistan’s

IT exports surge
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information
Technology and
Telecommunications, Dr.
Umar Saif on Monday said
that IT exports have seen a
steady increase over the
past five months, with a
notable 13% surge
observed in the last 30
days.

In an interview with a
private news channel, he
expressed confidence in
the trajectory of the IT
sector, suggesting that if
this momentum continues,
the country may soon
achieve its target of
reaching $10 billion in IT
exports.

Acknowledging the
vital role of the IT industry
in the national economy,
Dr. Saif emphasized the
importance of providing
ample incentives, facilities,

and rewards to support its
growth.

Over the past five
months, various initiatives
have been implemented to
boost IT exports and
facilitate industry growth,
he added.

One crucial aspect
highlighted by Dr. Saif was
the necessity for quality
education and skill
development among the
youth to compete
effectively in the global
market.To address this,
significant investments
have been made in skills
training, with new courses
introduced in universities,
backed by approximately
5 billion rupees in funding.

Dr. Saif revealed that
over 75,000 IT students
graduate annually from
universities across the
country.Plans were
underway to test and

qualify these graduates,
aiming to integrate 30,000-
35,000 of them into the
industry each year, with a
broader goal of adding
100,000 individuals to the
workforce annually.

H i g h l i g h t i n g
Pakistan’s strong presence
in the global online
freelancing market, Dr. Saif
noted that the country
boasts over 1.5 million
registered freelancers,
ranking second globally
after the United States.

To further bolster this
sector, initiatives like the
‘e-rozgar’ program have
been launched, intending to
establish 10 thousand ‘e-
rozgar’ centers nationwide.

Addressing challenges
related to international
transactions, Dr. Saif
discussed efforts to enable
freelancers to receive
payments through PayPal.

Govt. takes multiple steps to
reduce losses in SOEs: Solangi

Pakistan, UAE sign
MoU for promotion of
date palm cultivation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information,
Broadcasting and
Parliamentary Affairs
Murtzaz Solangi informed
the Senate on Monday that
the government had taken
multiple steps to reduce
losses in State-Owned
Enterprises (SOEs).

Winding up the debate
on a motion moved by
Senator Mushtaq Ahmed
regarding the performance
of SOEs, which according
to a World Bank report is
worse in Asia, he said
further reforms, including

the restructuring of the
loss-making institutions
would be decided by the
newly elected government
and the Parliament.

The minister said
“There is consensus on the
need to end losses in State-
Owned Enterprises
(SOEs); however, there are
differing opinions. Some
believe that privatization is
the sole solution, while
others argue for
professional management
to enhance their
efficiency.”

He said “The final
decision on this matter will

be made by the elected
government and the
parliament,” adding that
more than 200 institutions
were currently experiencing
losses, including those in
the power, communication
sectors, and Pakistan
Railways.

According to a report
from the Ministry of
Finance, he said, these
institutions had incurred
losses amounting to Rs730
billion.

However, profitable
institutions earned an
overall income of Rs570
billion, he added.

ABU DHABI (APP):
Pakistan and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) on
Monday signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding here aimed
at boosting agricultural
innovation and research
related to the development
and promotion of various
aspects of date palm
cultivation and the allied
industry. Ambassador of
Pakistan to UAE Faisal
Niaz Tirmizi and General
Secretary of Khalifa
International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation Dr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid Prof.
signed the document.

The signing ceremony
was witnessed by
Minister of Tolerance and

Coexistence of the UAE
Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak
Al Nahyan, according to
Pakistan’s embassy in
UAE.

The MoU will help in
promoting cooperation and
sharing of expertise
between the two sides. It
will also provide an
opportunity for Pakistani
farmers to increase the
cultivation of date palm
including through
innovative ideas.

Being one of the
pioneers, the UAE will
provide technological
support to Pakistan to
increase date palm
cultivation as Pakistan’s
rich topography presents
immense potential in this
sector.

HYDERABAD: Children purchasing jujube from
vendor at fruits market.

SIALKOT: Imran Bawani, GM/CEO CMA, CGM
Pakistan addressing to exporters at Chamber
of commerce.

PSX stays bullish,
gains 490 more points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
continued with bullish trend
on Monday, gaining 490.11
points, a positive change of
0.78 percent, closing at
63,305.93 points against
62,815.82 points the
previous trading day.

A total of
452,868,834 shares valuing
Rs 16.491 billion were
traded during the day as
compared to 377,974,404
shares valuing Rs16.011
billion the last day.

Some 345 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 207 of
them recorded gains and
114 sustained losses,
whereas the share prices of
24 remained unchanged.

The three top trading
companies were K-Electric
Limited with 54,064,451
shares at Rs 4.44 per share,
Kohinoor Spining with
53,374,000 shares at Rs
4.57 per share, and
WorldCall Limited with
22,971,314 shares at Rs
1.31 per share.

German SMEs need to
explore Pakistan for JVs,

investment: President ICCI
ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI), Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari has said
that Pakistan offers good
opportunities to foreign
investors and German
Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs) should
explore Pakistan for JVs
and investment.

He was talking to a
German delegation led by
Matthew De Shaw,
Country Head Pakistan of
the German Association of
Small and Medium Size
Businesses (BVMW)
which visited the ICCI to
discuss collaboration
between the SMEs of

Germany and Pakistan to
achieve win-win results for
both countries. President,
German-Pakistan Chamber
of Commerce, Pervez
Akhtar also accompanied
the delegation.

Addressing the
delegation, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that
Germany was a very
important country for
Pakistan and we want to
further strengthen business
and investment relations
between the two countries.
He said that Pakistan and
Germany should focus on
improving bilateral trade as
the current trade volume
between them is not up to
the desired level.

LCCI congratulates
Maryam Nawaz, lauds
her vision on economy

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) on Monday
congratulated Maryam
Nawaz for becoming the
first-ever woman Chief
Minister of Punjab and
welcomed her pledge to make
Punjab and economic hub.

LCCI President Kashif
Anwar, Senior Vice President
Zafar Mahmood Chaudhry
and Vice President Adnan
Khalid Butt said here that it

is a historic moment and the
business community pins
high hopes on the Punjab
Chief Minister and is
optimistic that she would live
up to the expectations of
people of Punjab and would
record matchless
achievement in its economy.

“Five year agenda
including making Punjab
an economic hub,
establishment of more IT
parks, plan to give relief to
the masses.

Business plan
competition

begins at NTUF
FAISALABAD (APP): An
All-Pakistan Business Plan
Competition (APBPC)
commenced at National
Textile University
Faisalabad (NTUF) here on
Monday. Dr Sajjad Ahmad
Baig, Dean Faculty of
Faisalabad Business School
(FBS), inaugurated the
competition, which will
continue for two days. He
stressed the need for
creative business ideas,
entrepreneurial spirit and
innovation which were
imperative to complete
with the rest of the world
in rapidly evolving
technological landscape.

He said that in this era
of cutting-edge technology,
the ability to translate ideas
into action and embrace
innovation were paramount
for success. The contest
would foster crucial skills
besides encouraging young
minds to think critically,
solve problems creatively
and contribute to shaping
future of business.

He said that the two-
day competition would
serve as a platform.

SNGPL cuts
off another

169 meters on
gas theft

LAHORE (APP): The Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines
Limited (SNGPL), during
its ongoing crackdown
against gas pilferers,
disconnected another 169
connections besides
imposing Rs 2.8 million fine
in Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Islamabad, According to a
spokesman of the SNGPL,
in Lahore, the regional team
disconnected 17 connections
on illegal use of gas.
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International News
Understanding on prisoners,
truce as Gaza talks resume
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: White
House National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan on
Sunday said talks have
reached a tentative under-
standing to secure the re-
lease of prisoners held by
Hamas in exchange for a
temporary ceasefire in
Gaza. Last week witnessed
hectic diplomatic activity as
multinational talks were
held in Paris and Doha with
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani plan-
ning to visit the French capi-
tal in a couple of days.

The talks are a “con-
tinuation of what was dis-
cussed in Paris” and “will
be followed by meetings in
Cairo,” Al-Qahera News,
which is linked to Egyptian
state intelligence services,
reported earlier.

In negotiations,
Hamas has demanded a
ceasefire and Israel’s with-
drawal from Gaza, which
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has dis-
missed as “delusional” as

Bus crash kills 9 ANC
supporters after
electoral rally

The victims were
among the tens of thou-
sands of people that
crowded into a football sta-
dium in Durban on Satur-
day for the launch of the
African National
Congress’s election mani-
festo.

Many were bussed in
from across South Africa
by the party, a common
political practice in the
country.

The accident hap-
pened early on Sunday
morning when the bus was
taking some supporters
back to the northeastern
province of Mpumalanga,
authorities said.

Indonesia’s largest party
eyes probe into alleged
election irregularities

Lukashenko
wants to extend
his rule to 36 years

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Belarusian
President Alexander
Lukashenko, who has held
power since 1994, said on
Sunday he intended to seek
re-election next year, which
could extend his rule to 36
years. He was speaking on
the day Belarus, a
neighbour and ally of Rus-
sia, held parliamentary elec-
tions decried as a sham by
the opposition and the
West. “Tell them I will run
in the (2025) election.”

JAKARTA (Internews):
The biggest party in
Indonesia’s parliament is
seeking a legislative inves-
tigation into alleged viola-
tions around this month’s
presidential election and
plans also to file a case
with a top court, a senior
party official said on
Monday.

The Indonesian
Democrat ic  Party of
Struggle (PDIP) backed

Ganjar Pranowo for the
presidency, who finished
a distant third behind De-
fence Minister Prabowo
Subianto, the clear winner
of the Feb. 14 election ac-
cording to unofficial vote
tallies and an ongoing pre-
liminary count by the poll
body.

We found there was
abuse of power, ranging
from legal aspects to the use
of state facilities.”

Monitoring Desk
DURBAN: At least nine
supporters of South
Africa’s ruling ANC were
killed in a bus crash as they
were travelling home after
attending a key electoral
rally, police said on Sunday.

Road and traffic au-
thorities said about 70
people were aboard the ve-
hicle when it lost control
and rolled over near the east-
ern town of
Paulpieters-burg. Eight
people were killed in the
impact. A ninth died later
in hospital, police said.
Dozens were injured, sev-
eral critically, authorities
said.

Ukraine downs
nine Russian
drones, three
missiles, air
force says

MOSCOW (INP): Russia
launched 14 attack drones
and a barrage of missiles
at Ukraine overnight, with
air defence systems de-
stroying nine drones as
well as three guided mis-
siles over the Kharkiv and
Dnipropetrovsk regions,
Ukraine’s air force said on
Monday. Russia also
launched two S-300 mis-
siles from anti-aircraft
missile systems and one
air-to-surface Kh-31P
missile, the air force said
on the Telegram messag-
ing app. It was not clear
what happened to the
missiles and drones that
were not downed.

he vows to press further
into the territory.

“The representatives
of Israel, the United States,
Egypt and Qatar met in
Paris and came to an under-
standing among the four of
them about what the basic
contours of a hostage deal
for temporary ceasefire
would look like,” Mr
Sullivan told CNN.

However, the intense
diplomacy has little effect
on the ground as the health
ministry in Hamas-run
Gaza said on Sunday that
at least 29,692 people have
been killed in the Palestin-
ian territory during Israeli
strikes. The toll includes 86
fatalities in the past 24
hours, while 69,879 people
have been injured since the
conflict began on October
7. Qatar and Egypt serve
as intermediaries between
Hamas and Israel.

The US media re-
ported that Hamas was
briefed on the Paris talks on
Sunday and it has not yet
agreed to the deal.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh convenes a cabinet meet-
ing in Ramallah, West Bank

Mr Sullivan said
“there will have to be indi-
rect discussions by Qatar
and Egypt with Hamas be-
cause ultimately they will
have to agree to release the
hostages”.

His comments follow
an Israeli official’s state-
ment to CNN that Tel Aviv
will send a delegation to
Qatar to continue talks on
the release of prisoners and
a pause in military opera-
tions in Gaza.

Axios, a US media out-
let, mentioned that the del-
egation would have a “lim-
ited mandate” and that the
talks would be “technical”.

Responding to a ques-
tion about Israeli premier’s
post-war Gaza plan, Mr
Sullivan expressed con-
cerns, saying, “From what
I’ve seen in the reporting, I
have some concerns.”

On Thursday, Mr
Netanyahu presented a
document to his cabinet,
seeking open-ended control
over security and civilian
affairs in the Gaza Strip.

US airman dead after setting
himself on fire outside Israeli

embassy in protest over Gaza conflict

Brazil’s Bolsonaro
calls mass protest

amid legal firestorm

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: A US air-
man has died after setting
himself on fire outside the
Israeli embassy in Washing-
ton at the weekend in pro-
test over the assault in
Gaza, the Air Force said on
Monday.

The shocking act was
an escalation of recent pro-
tests across the United
States against Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza.

Emergency respond-
ers on Sunday had rushed
to the scene in response to
a “call for person on fire
outside the Israeli Em-
bassy,” the capital city’s
fire department.

The unnamed man had
filmed himself shouting
“Free Palestine” as he lit
himself on fire, according to
footage shared on social
media.

He was transported to
hospital with “critical life-

Monitoring Desk
SAO PAULO: Brazil’s ex-
president Jair Bolsonaro
takes his legal woes to the
street on Sunday, calling
for a mass protest from
supporters amid accusa-
tions he plotted a coup to
stay in power.

The 68-year-old
former army officer has
urged his backers to attend
a “peaceful rally in de-
fence of the democratic
rule of law” in the eco-
nomic capital Sao Paulo
which organisers hope
wi ll  d raw at  leas t
500,000 people.

Bolsonaro has had
his passport seized by
police as he and his inner
circle face scrutiny over
plans to try to remain in
power after he lost 2022
elect ions to President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

The far-right former
president Bolsonaro has
denied the accusations
and he refused to answer
questions during a half-
hour interrogation on
Thursday at federal po-

l ice  headquar ters  in
Brasi l ia.  “No one a t-
tempted a coup in Bra-
zi l .  That  is  the  great
truth,” Bolsonaro told ra-
dio station CBN Recife.

A week after Lula
took office  on Jan 1,
2023 ,  thousands of
Bolsonaro supporters
stormed the presidential
palace, Congress and Su-
preme Court, urging the
military to intervene to
over tu rn  what  they
called a stolen election.

Bolsonaro, who was
in the United States at
the time, denies respon-
sibil i ty,  and has even
suggested the protesters
were not really his sup-
porters. However, inves-
tigators allege months of
anti-democratic maneu-
vers by Bolsonaro, from
a plan  to  d iscred i t
Brazil’s electronic voting
system wi th  a
“disinformation” cam-
paign ahead of the elec-
tions to “legitimise a mili-
tary intervention” if he
lost.

threatening injuries,” the
fire department said, and an
Air Force spokeswoman
said Monday morning he
had died on Sunday night.

A spokesperson for
the Israeli embassy said no
staff were injured.

In the video, the man
wearing military fatigues
and declaring he will “not
be complicit in genocide”
before dousing himself in
liquid, lighting himself on
fire and yelling “Free Pal-
estine!” until he collapses.

The video was report-
edly first shared in a
livestream on the social plat-
form Twitch.

With the death toll in
Gaza nearing 30,000, ac-
cording to the health minis-
try in the Palestinian en-
clave, international pres-
sure has been increasing on
the United States to rein in
ally Israel and call for a
ceasefire.

A man holds a tire during a protest of European
farmers over price pressures, taxes and green
regulation, on the day of an EU Agriculture Minis-
ters meeting in Brussels, Belgium.

Australian pilot, two passengers
released from brief kidnap in

Papua New Guinea
SYDNEY (Internews): An
Australian helicopter pilot
and two local workers were
released unharmed in Papua
New Guinea on Monday
within hours of being kid-
napped at gunpoint in the
remote highlands, police
said, following negotiations
with security forces.

The three had landed
at a remote telecoms site

near Mount Sisa in the prov-
ince of Hela when an armed
group took them away,
David Manning, the police
commissioner of Papua
New Guinea, said in a
statement. But they were
released safe and unharmed
after large numbers of se-
curity personnel responded
and negotiated with the
group through local leaders.

Palestinian
Prime Minister
Shtayyeh resigns
RAMALLAH (Internews):
Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammad Shtayyeh said
on Monday he was resign-
ing to allow for the forma-
tion of a broad consensus
among Palestinians about
political arrangements fol-
lowing Israel’s war against
the Islamist group Hamas in
Gaza. The move comes
amid growing U.S. pressure
on President Mahmoud
Abbas to shake up the Pal-
estinian Authority as inter-
national efforts have inten-
sified to stop the fighting in
Gaza and begin work on a
political structure to govern
the enclave after the war.

His resignation must
st i l l  be accepted by
Abbas, who may ask him
to stay on as caretaker
until a permanent replace-
ment is appointed. In a
statement to  cabinet ,
Shtayyeh, an academic
economist who took of-
fice in 2019, said the next
stage would need to take
account of the emerging
reality in Gaza.

LAHORE: Opposition leaders in Punjab Assembly are chant slogans as they
are holding protest demonstration against alleged rigging in General
Election 2024, at Punjab Assembly in Lahore.

Interim CM appreciates
institutions for conducting
free, fair elections in KP

PESHAWAR (APP): The
caretaker Chief Minister
Syed Arshad Hussain Shah
on Monday appreciated all
institutions for conducting
free, fair and peaceful
elections in the province.

Addressing a press
conference regarding the
performance of his
government, he said that
when he assumed charge of
the chief minister’s office,
there was no money in the
provincial kitty even for
payment of salaries to the
government employees.

He said that in a very
short period, the interim
government managed funds
and now there were 100
billion rupees in the empty
treasury, adding that the
Prime Minister of Pakistan
Anwaar ul Haq Kakar
showed great compassion
due to which the provincial

government has left a
surplus budget of 62
billion.

He said that the
caretaker government did
not take any loans, but
rather managed to get an
additional 20 billion rupees
from the federal
government in the form of
the NFC award.

Arshad Hussain
further mentioned that Rs
20 billion was received
under the head of net hydel
profit instead of 12 billion
rupees.The government
gave admissions to as many
as 33,000 students across
the province, while
development projects
worth 190 billion rupees
were approved by
ECNEC. The CM said that
the government also
managed to get the due
rights of the province on

gas under Article 158 of the
Constitution.

Similarly, industrial
zones were established in
various districts for
industrial development in
the province, he said and
claimed that an investment
of RS 50 billion was
expected from these
industrial zones besides
generating employment
opportunities for 70,000
people in the province.

The CM said that the
establishment of two
medical colleges in the
province was approved
while an agreement was
signed with Google to train
20,000 KP youth at its
own expense. Similarly, an
agreement with the British
Council was in the final
stages to provide
scholarships to 10,000
students.

PHC seeks details of
cases against Senator

Shibli Faraz in three days
PESHAWAR (APP): A
two-member bench of
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) comprising Justice
S M Attiq Shah and Justice
Waqar Ahmed on Monday
sought details of cases
from NAB, government
and anti-corruption
department against PTI
leader Senator Shibli Faraz.

The court ordered the
Deputy Attorney General
that a detailed report of
cases must be submitted
within three days and
adjourned the hearing till
March 5.

Earlier, the counsel of
the Senator Shibli Faraz,
Muhammad Inam

Yousafzai Advocate,
requested the court to seek
details of the cases against
him.

The court said that on
the last hearing, it ordered
that the matter should be
referred to the concerned
court.

The petitioner ’s
lawyer responded that
they did non know the
number of FIRs were
registered against Shibli
Faraz.

The DAG told the
court that there was no
case against Shibli Faraz by
the federal government and
NAB had not issued any
notice.CM Mohsin Naqvi

inaugurates new road
Independent Report

LAHORE: Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi with the
provincial cabinet visited
Mazar Bibi Pak Daman late
Sunday night and
inaugurated the new 25-
feet wide road linking
Mazar Bibi Pak Daman
with the Empress Road.

The CM inspected
the road which links Mazar
Bibi Pak Daman directly
with the Empress

Road and appreciated
its high quality
construction work. He also

inspected the new parking
place for the facilitation of
pilgrims near the Empress
Road.

Mohsin Naqvi stated
that the pilgrims would be
provided a lot of facilitation
with the new route going
towards Mazar Bibi Pak
Daman, adding that the
traffic congestion issue
would also be resolved in
this area.

He paid a visit to
Mazar Bibi Pak Daman and
prayed for prosperity,
stability, integrity and
peace of the country.

CIMPA School at LUMS

Fostering a global
community for

mathematical excellence
Independent Report

LAHORE: The
Department of
Mathematics at LUMS has
been designated as the
Emerging Regional Centre
of Excellence (ERCE) for
its significant
contributions to the
promotion of mathematics

in the region. This
recognition has been
conferred by the
Commission of Developing
Countries of the European
Mathematical Sciences,
acknowledging LUMS as a
leading institution in
fostering mathematical
education and research in
the region. Leveraging its
international standing, the
Department of
Mathematics is hosting the
prestigious CIMPA
Research School on Algebra

and Algebraic Geometry
for Applications,
scheduled from February
26 to March 8, 2024. The
Centre International de
Mathématiques Pures et
Appliquées (CIMPA),
established in France in
1978, is dedicated to
fostering mathematical

research in developing
nations. LUMS’ initiative
aims to equip participants
with modern algebraic and
geometric methods and
their real-world
applications.

The CIMPA School
features renowned
mathematicians from all
over the world who share
their expertise as speakers.
The distinguished lineup
includes Dr. Thomas Kahle
from Otto-von-Guericke
Universitat Magdeburg.

LARKANA: District and Session Judge Syed
Sharafuddin Shah visiting Book stalls after
inaugurating 3rd Law Books Festival 2024 at
District Court, organized by District Bar Association.

KP PSC tentatively selects
85 candidates for BPS 17

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: As a
consequence of competitive
written examination,
psychological test and viva
voce, the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Public
Service Commission (PSC)
has tentatively selected 85
candidates for appointment
as PMS Officer in BPS-17.

The selectees include
Ms Aziza, Muhammad
Umair, Ms Minahil Gohar,
Muhammad Hamza
Mutahir, Muhammad Arif,
Syed Ali Wajahat Ayub,

Riaz Ahmad, Tabish Ali
Khan,  Junaid  Zakir, Ms
Yameen Sana, Ms Faryal
Shuaib, Farhad Ullah,
Mujahid Wasim Durani,
Zeeshan  Iqbal,
Muhammad Usama, Ms
Fatima Khaliq, Ms Nida
Shams, Muhammad Bilal,
Danial Khan, Yasir Israr,
Sajid Ali Khan, Taimoor Ul
Hassan,  Nasir Kamal, Ms
Ammara Arif Baloch, Asad
Zahoor, Syed Ahmad Jamal
Shah, Ms Sara Saeed, Ms
Anmol Anwar, Adil
Shehzad, Mujahid Khan.

Rain, snowfall spell
likely to prevail

till Friday in KP
PESHAWAR (APP): The
provincial meteorological
office on Monday
predicted that a new spell
of rain and snowfall in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
likely to persist from
today to Friday next.

The office informed
that intermittent and heavy
rains with snowfall in
upper parts and hilly areas
were likely to occur till
Friday, next. These
weatherly conditions will
cause a mercury drop in
upper parts and also add
to chilly conditions in
plain areas. The rainfall
and snowfall were likely to
occur during evening hours

in the upper parts.
The weather remained

cloudy since early morning
in the provincial metropolis,
the Met office said, adding
that light rain was expected
on Monday and likely to
prevail during the current
week. On the other hand,
the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) has informed the
district administrations
regarding arranging
preemptive measures to
deal with any situation. DG
PDMA, Muhammad
Qaisar Khan has also asked
the general public to
remain at a distance from
electricity wires.

FIA arrests
three suspects
for illegal money

transfers
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Commercial
Banking Circle during a
crackdown on the illegal
currency market on
Monday arrested three
persons for their
involvement in hawala/
hundi transactions and
recovered illegal money
from their possession.

On the directives of
Director Peshawar Zone
Nasir Tanoli,  the
crackdown was initiated
and arrested individuals
identified as Najibullah,
Muhammad Irfan Banat,
and Saleh Hussain.

Ban imposes
on mobile use
in KP schools

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Elementary and Secondary
Education Department in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
decided to impose a ban on
mobile use in public sector
schools to save the
precious time of students.

According to a
notification issued here on
Monday the students and
staff will submit their
mobiles to the school’s staff.
The school heads will
contact the parents by
landline phone during any
emergency. School staff will
only be able to use mobile
during recess or free periods.

Notorious
criminal

allegedly killed
by his own

accomplices
BUREWALA (APP): A
notorious outlaw who
killed a trader a few
days back was allegedly
shot dead by his
accomplices during an
exchange of firing
between police and the
criminals, in the limits
of Model Police Station
Burewala.

According to police
sources, On February
15, the alleged outlaw
named Shehzad alias
Kaba Butt had killed a
known trader Malik
Muhammad Akram on
refusal to pay
extortion money. The
outlaws had escaped
towards Sindh
province.

A police party
arrested him from
Sindh. When the
police team was taking
him to a particular site
for recovery of arms,
the accomplices of the
outlaw attacked the
police party. The police
team also retaliated.
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KARACHI: A health worker administers polio vac-
cine drops to a child during a door-to-door vaccina-
tion campaign, in Karachi.

KARACHI: Sindh Assembly Speaker, Syed Awais
Qadir Shah congratulates Syed Murad Ali Shah
on his election as the next Chief Minister of
Sindh, in Karachi.

KARACHI: Labourers are sitting alongside a road
as waiting for customers in the Provincial Capital.

KARACHI: Caretaker Sindh Chief Minister, Justice (Retd) Maqbool Baqar
presided over a farewell cabinet meeting held at CM House in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Blind Cricket team called on the President Dr.Arif
Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ABU DHABI: Federal Commerce, Industry and
Investment Minister of Pakistan Dr Gohar Ejaz
Arrives in Abu Dhabi to attend the 13 WTO minis-
terial conference 2024 is opened By His Highness
Sheikh Khalid Bin Zayed Al Nahyan The Crown
Prince of UAE the WTO Trade Minister Confer-
ence is being Hosted by UAE His Excellency Thani
Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi Trade Minister of UAE is
the Chairman of MC 13 WTO Conference.

HYDERABAD: Children are taking free meal from
a van provided by a NGO located on Makrani Para
in Hyderabad.

Solangi informs Senate

HEC not abolished
Pakistan Studies from
degree programmes

PML-N’s decision to contact
all parties for dialogues

commendable: Mian Zahid

Tree plantation
drive starts

HYDERABAD (APP):
The Mayor of Hyderabad
Kashif Ali Shoro Monday
started the campaign to
plant 100,000 saplings in
the district by planting
500 saplings on a 1.5 kilo-
meters long road connect-
ing Alamdar Chowk to Ali
Palace in Qasimabad on
Monday.

Shoro said the
Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (HMC) would
plant around 100,000 trees
on all roads of the city dur-
ing the ongoing campaign.

The mayor under-
scored the importance of
increasing the green cover
in the city which was ex-
panding at a fast pace.

Director Parks
Hyderabad Sheeraz
Laghari and other officials
of the HMC accompanied
the mayor.

Decisive leadership, calculated response
to oppressing forces helped liberate

Nagorno-Karabakh: Mushahid

Second int’l Palestine
solidarity conference
urges aggression in
Gaza to be stopped

Five day anti
polio campaign

inaugurated
SUKKUR (APP): Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Khairpur, Syed Ahmed
Fawad on Monday inaugu-
rated the five-day anti-po-
lio campaign by
administering polio vaccine
to a few children aged un-
der five years.

DHO Dr AB Bhutto,
AMS Khairpur Dr Aijaz
Magsi, Dr Najaf Shah
and polio teams were also
present on the occasion.
Deputy commissioner, while
inaugurating the campaign,
said that every child under
five years of age would be
administered the vaccine.

He said that 599,367
children would be adminis-
tered polio vaccine in all
eight talukas of the district.

A dose of Vitamin-A
would also be given to chil-
dren, he added. He said that
all polio workers and staff
had been deputed to fulfill
the national duty. He said
that anti-polio teams would
go to each and every home,
school, madrasa, rural
and primary health centers.

Hindu leader
facilitates

Murad Shah
for electing as

CM Sindh
SUKKUR (APP): Sukkur’s
Hindu Panchayat Leader,
Mukhi Aishwar Lal Mon-
day extended  congratula-
tions to Murad Ali Shah, for
elected third time as Sindh
Chief Minister.

Talking to APP on
Monday, he lauded the
democratic practices in the
country and hoped that the
leadership would ensure
prosperity and develop-
ment in the province.

He expressed  confi-
dence that under her lead-
ership of PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
CM Sindh Syed Murad Ali
Shah, the province would
achieve progress on social
and economic fronts by
bringing a positive changes
for the minorities.

DIG directs
tighten security
measures during
polio campaign

LARKANA (APP):DIG
Larkana Nasir Aftab has
tightened the security dur-
ing anti-polio campaign
launched in the Larkana di-
vision and instructed the
SSPs of the respective dis-
tricts to deploy policemen
for the polio teams and pre-
pare a security plan.

In this regard, the DIG
said that in all five districts
of Larkana, overall mea-
sures were taken for the
security of the anti-polio
campaign which is continu-
ing from Feb 26 to March
2.

There, plainclothes
DIB personnel will be on
alert along with the police
within suspicious or sensi-
tive areas.  He said that dur-
ing random snap-checking,
picketing and patrolling,
the youths will keep a close
eye on suspicious activities.

He said that as a re-
sult of solid security in anti-
polio campaign areas, com-
munication and information
sharing will be ensured at
all levels.

Consultative meeting
discusses options to prevent

Karachi from urban flooding

SMIU finalizes arrangements
for 2nd  Global Research

Congress-2024
Shab-e-Barat observed
in Mirpurkhas with

reverence

Building reduce
to ashes as fire

engulfs in Karachi
KARACHI (APP):A mas-
sive fire broke out in a rick-
shaw at the Ramswami po-
lice headquarter here on
Monday.

According to a private
news channel, the police
said that the rickshaw car-
ried a petrol huge tank to
sell the fire erupted in the
rickshaw and spread and
engulfed the entire residen-
tial building very quickly.

The tailor’s shop un-
der the building burnt com-
pletely. Three sides of the
building were damaged and
luckily no casualties were
reported.

Two petrol pumps
employees have been ar-
rested and shifted to a po-
lice station.

Protest
Demonstration

Independent report
SHIKARPUR: The rela-
tives of two kidnapped
wiring Electricians and citi-
zens took out a Rally in
protest against the kidnap-
ping of their beloveds from
Mirani Park to Shikarpur
Press Club Shikarpur.

The kidnappers had
shared the video of two kid-
napped wiring Electricians
Abdul Rafiu Samejo and
Javed Shaikh on Social
Media (Face Book) in
which the kidnapped could
seen as tightened with iron
chain and locked and the
kidnappers are brutally tor-
turing upon them while de-
manding for paying of ran-
som money of 03 million
from each.

The kidnapped Abdul
Rafiu Samejo and Javed
Shaikh begging for their safe
recovery by paying the ran-
som money otherwise they
would be gunned down.

The video went viral on
social media which caused
hatred and angerness amongst
the public and raised a big
question mark over the per-
formance of police and law
enforcement Agencies. It may
be recalled that some four
days ago, two wiring Electri-
cians identified as Abdul Rafiu
Samejo of Shikarpur the fa-
mous wiring Electricians of
city and Javed Shaikh of
Hyderabad were kidnapped
by some group of armed men
on gun point from Kandhkot
- Shikarpur Indus Highway
Road near Ghouspur.

Mushaal urges world
to take notice of rising
incidents of custodial
rape by Indian forces

President lauds blind
cricket team for bringing

fame to Pakistan
US Envoy says:

Women empowerment
crucial for promoting

peace and stability

Senate passes seven
private members’ bills,
refers four to committees

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information, Broad-
casting, and Parliamentary
Affairs Murtzaz Solangi
informed the Senate on
Monday that Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC)
had neither decided nor
given any suggestion to the
universities to eliminate
any particular course of
study, including the Paki-
stan Studies from their de-
gree programmes.

Responding to a mo-
tion moved by Mushtaq
Ahmed regarding the aboli-
tion of the subject of Paki-
stan Affairs by the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) from the syllabus at
the graduation level, he said,
“As per the concerned min-

istry and HEC, no decision
or proposal has been issued
to abolish the subject of
Pakistan Affairs or any
other course from the syl-
labus at the graduation
level.”

He further elaborated
that all undergraduate poli-
cies recommended by the
HEC encompassed the
minimum standards re-
quired for such
programmes, adding univer-
sities were operating au-
tonomously within the
framework of their respec-
tive laws.

He said a course on
Pakistan ideology and the
constitution had been intro-
duced for all undergraduate
degree programmes.

The minister said this

course was a blend of Paki-
stan Studies and the con-
stitution.

He said the HEC was
also holding consultations
with the concerned stake-
holders to prepare a two-
credit-hour compulsory
course for all undergradu-
ate degree programmes.

Senators Walid Iqbal,
Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj
Roghani, Fawzia Arshad,
Sania Nishtar, Syed Waqar
Mehdi and Ali Zafar collec-
tively called for the imme-
diate reinstatement of the
Pakistan Studies subject.
They proposed incorporat-
ing the recently introduced
subject on the Ideology and
Constitution of Pakistan as
an additional chapter within
the curriculum.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman, Senate Standing
Committee on Defence,
Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed on Monday said the
decisive leadership and cal-
culated response, uphold-
ing international laws, en-
suring territorial sover-
eignty of a nation-state to
the oppressing forces of
Armenia enabled the Re-
public of Azerbaijan to lib-
erate Nagorno-Karabakh.

Addressing a seminar
titled, “Genocide and Eth-
nic Cleansing: A Crime
against Humanity, the 32nd

Anniversary of the Khujaly
genocide”, jointly organised
by the MUSLIM Institute
and the Azerbaijani Em-
bassy, the Senate Defence

Committee Chairman
termed the Nagorno-
Karabakh Genocide as a
dark chapter of human his-
tory. In February 1992,
Armenian forces reportedly
seized the Azeri-populated
town of Khojaly. Armenian
militants started the mas-
sacre of civilians in
Nagorno-Karabakh.  In this
massacre 613 innocent
Azerbaijanis, including 106
women and 83 children,
were massacred. Eight fami-
lies were exterminated, four
hundred and seventy-six
people were permanently
disabled and a total of 1275
people were taken hostage.

Senator Mushahid
said there were double stan-
dards of the so-called inter-

national community when it
came to the ethnic cleansing
or genocide of Muslims in
any part of the world. “In
1974, the then Turkiye
Prime Minister Mustafa
Bulent Ecevit sent forces to
fight the occupant forces in
the Northern Turkish
Cyprus to halt a massacre
and genocide whereas an-
other example of such brave
action is of Azerbaijan Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev who said
despite global two-faced
politics and tactics fought
against Armenian occupation
and achieved its liberation.
Pakistan was first to support
the defence action and as per
global laws by Turkiye in
Northern Turkish Cyprus,”
the Senator said.

KARACHI (APP): Speak-
ing at the Second Interna-
tional Palestine Conference
at the University of
Karachi, the speakers called
for a halt to the aggression
in Gaza and said that the
issue of Palestine is the is-
sue of humanity.

The Second Interna-
tional Solidarity conference
titled: “The Palestine
Quest” was jointly orga-
nized by the Palestine Aca-
demic Forum, the Palestine
Foundation of Pakistan
(PLF), and held at the Chi-
nese Teachers Memorial
Auditorium on Monday.

The conference was
chaired by the KU Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi,
said a statement on Mon-

day. The consul generals and
representatives of Türkiye,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Iran,
and the Russian Federation
participated in the confer-
ence.

Dean of Islamic Stud-
ies Professor Dr Zahid Ali
Zahidi, Dean of Social Sci-
ences Professor Dr Shaista
Tabassum, and Secretary
General of Palestine Foun-
dation Pakistan also ad-
dressed the conference.

Speaking at the Inter-
national Palestine Solidar-
ity Conference, KU VC
Professor Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi said that
we have gathered here to
express solidarity with the
Palestinians, which is an
issue of the whole of hu-
manity.

KARACHI (INP): Chair-
man of National Business
Group Pakistan, President
Pakistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain
has commended the deci-
sion of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
to contact all parties in the
national interest and to bury
revenge politics forever
terming it highly beneficial
for the country.

Talking to business
community on Monday, he
said that this was the first
important step towards po-
litical stability in the coun-
try, which will result in eco-
nomic stability and save the
country from bankruptcy.

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that former Speaker of

the National Assembly and
newly elected member of
the National Assembly,
Ayaz Sadiq, has said that
he and Saad Rafiq will con-
tact the leaders of all par-
ties and persuade them to
hold a grand dialogue in the
interest of the country.

In this regard, he prom-
ised, the support of the
Speaker of the National As-
sembly will also be obtained,
while no politician will be put
in jail. The business leader
said that all political parties
must come together, as the
country cannot afford more
political instability. He said
that this decision has been
taken at a time when many
international organisations
and journals were raising
questions about the future of
Pakistan, and the people
were also disappointed.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The members of the Paki-
stan Blind Cricket team on
Monday called on Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi here
wherein he lauded them for
bringing laurels to Pakistan
besides highlighting glo-
bally the capabilities of dif-
ferently-abled persons.

In the meeting held at
the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the
president said that through
their participation in tour-
naments, the team also in-
spired other blind cricket-
ers.

He said that during the
recent years, blind cricket
got special attention and
recognition in Pakistan. The

active role of the Pakistan
Blind Cricket Board in pro-
moting and holding contests
is welcoming, he added.

Calling for the encour-
agement of the blind cricket
team, the president also
called for acknowledgement
of the cricketers’ impressive
role to highlight the team’s
efforts and achievements.

The team management
briefed the president about
the team’s performance.

The team members
thanked President Alvi and
First Lady Samina Alvi for
their encouragement.

First Lady Samina Alvi
was also present in the
meeting.

KARACHI (APP): The
consultation process for ad-
dressing the problem of ur-
ban flooding, due to rains,
in Karachi has been initiated
and a meeting of all stake
holders was held on Mon-
day to find a permanent
solution to the problem.

The meeting, jointly
organized by the Flood
Emergency Rehabilitation
Project (SFERP), the Plan-
ning and Development
(P&D) Department, and the
World Bank discussed the
use of flood water for non-
potable purposes such as
gardening and firefighting
by constructing under-
ground water storage tanks
which will also help pre-

venting urban flooding in
Karachi, said a statement
received here.

The meeting was co-
chaired by Chief Economist
P&D Aslam Soomro, Se-
nior Disaster Risk Manage-
ment Specialist, World
Bank Ahsen Tehsin and
Aslam Leghari of Sindh
Flood Emergency Rehabili-
tation Project (SFERP).

The rainwater causes
urban flooding and creates
issues of drainage and loss
to the property besides cre-
ating traffic issues in the city
during the rains, the partici-
pants noted and deliberated
upon the use of stormwater
for recharging the ground-
water or water table.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Madressatul Islam Univer-
sity, in a briefing session on
Monday, finalized all ar-
rangements for the two-day
2nd SMIU Global Research
Congress-2024 (2nd SMIU
GRC), which will be held
on the theme of “Re-envi-
sioning with Nature In-
spired Smart Communities”
on February 28 & 29 at
SMIU. The inauguration
session will be held on
Wednesday at 9:30 am at
the Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto
Auditorium.

The Vice Chancellor
Dr Mujeeb Sahrai while ad-
dressing the session said
that SMIU is going to
organise a unique global re-
search congress along with
six international confer-
ences on different subjects

from Wednesday.
He said there would be

a good presentation of dis-
tinguished scholars from
home and abroad, hence the
2nd GRC will be more suc-
cessful than last year’s
GRC.

Dr Sahrai siad SMIU
has set great standards by
organising the Global Re-
search Congrees, which will
ultimately promote the re-
search work in the country.
“Since 2020, when he took
charge of the vice chancel-
lorship of SMIU, he gave
priority to the research
work and preferred to
utilise the resources of the
university. Thus, we dis-
covered the magic of the
historic buildings of SMIU
and carried out all activities
over here smoothly.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM)
for Human Rights and
Women Empowerment
Mushaal Hussein Mullick
urged the international
community and human
rights organizations to take
notice of the rising ten-
dency of custodial rape and
using rape as a weapon of
war by inhuman and brutal
Indian forces.

Mushaal, who is also
the wife of unlawfully in-
carcerated senior Hurriyat
leader Yasin Malik, said that
the brutal occupation forces
had been using sexual abuse
of women in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK) as a weapon of
war for over last seven de-
cades but the international
community and world
powers observed criminal
silence in this regard.

She said that the no-
torious Indian law enforc-

ers involved in the heinous
crimes, were given a license
to carry out all inhuman,
immoral and unlawful acts
to silence the dissenting
voices in the occupied val-
ley.

Mushaal pointed out
that the dirty and ugly face
of India was exposed by the
National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB), which re-
vealed that India had re-
corded 275 cases of custo-
dial rape between 2017 and
2022, adding that these in-
cidents, documented across
various states, involve per-
petrators from law enforce-
ment, armed forces and
other custodial facilities,
reflecting a misuse of power
under the guise of state pro-
tection. The SAPM for Hu-
man Rights and Women
Empowerment recalled that
incidents such as the gang
rape in Kunan Poshpora in
1991, the double murder
and rape in Shopian.

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
US Ambassador to Paki-
stan, Donald Blome, high-
lighted on Monday the cru-
cial role women play in
promoting peace and stabil-
ity, said that their inclusion
is vital not only for eco-
nomic benefits but also for
societal progress.

Speaking at the Break-
ing Barriers Through Diver-
sity and Inclusivity Confer-
ence, Ambassador Blome
said that empowering
women is not just about
gender but also a matter of
human rights and economic
necessity.

He pointed out that

societies investing in em-
powering women experi-
ence better education,
health, and economic out-
comes. “When women are
given equal opportunities,
communities thrive, econo-
mies prosper, and nations
progress,” he added.

Studies have shown
that when women are in-
volved in peace processes,
resulting agreements are
more durable and sustain-
able. Their unique perspec-
tives and experiences bring
a different dimension to
conflict resolution, foster-
ing inclusivity and long-
lasting solutions, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate on Monday
passed seven bills and wit-
nessed the introduction of
four private members’ bills
which were referred to the
relevant committees for
further consideration.

Moved by PML-N
Senator Kamran Micheal,
the House passed the
Christian Marriage
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 as
reported by the Standing
Committee. However, an
amendment proposed by
the mover in the bill was
also adopted.

PTI Senator Seemee
Ezdi moved the Criminal
Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2023 and the Easements

(Amendment) Bill, 2023 as
reported by the Standing
Committees. Both bill were
passed by the House.

The House passed
four other bills including the
Injured Persons (Medical
Aid) (Amendment) Bill,
2023; the Criminal Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2023;
the Federal Institute of
Management Sciences Bill,
2023 and the Pakistan In-
stitute of Engineering and
Technology Bill, 2023.
These bills were moved by
PTI Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr
Taj Roghani; JI Senator
Mushtaq Ahmed, Indepen-
dent Senator Naseeb Ullah
Bazai and PTI Senator Fida
Muhammad.

MIRPURKHAS (APP):
The Muslim community in
Mirpurkhas celebrated Shab-
e-Barat, the night of forgive-
ness and salvation, with reli-
gious fervour and devotion
on Monday. According to
APP Correspondent, the
night was marked by special
prayers, recitation of the
Holy Quran and distribution
of sweets and charity among
the poor and needy.

One of the highlights
of the night was the Dastar
Bandi ceremony held at
Madina Masjid in Shahi
Bazar, where 30 children
who completed their reli-
gious education were
honoured with turbans and
certificates. The ceremony

was attended by hundreds of
people including prominent
religious scholars, traders,
and social workers who
praised the achievements of
the children and urged them
to follow the teachings of Is-
lam in their lives. The cer-
emony was also addressed
by Hazrat Maulana Mufti
Abdul Bari, Maulana
Tariqat-e-Islam, and
Maulana Hazrat Shah
Muhammad Ishaq, who shed
light on the significance and
virtues of Shab-e-Barat.

Another major gather-
ing of Shab-e-Barat was or-
ganized by Dawat-e-Islami
at Colony Ground, where
thousands of people par-
ticipated in the prayers.


