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KARACHI: Mayor Murtaza Wahab presides over
the City Council session in the Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Information Murtaza Solangi and
Caretaker Federal Minister of National Heritage & Culture Syed Jamal
Shah along with Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan H.E Mitsuhiro Wada cut-
ting cake to celebrate the 64th Birthday of His Majesty the Emperor.

MUZAFFRABAD: Women activists of Interna-
tional forum for justice shouting slogans during
protest ahead of Kashmiri Women’s Resistance
Day 23rd February, in the city.

ISLAMABAD: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori meeting with Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar, MQM leaders Dr.
Farooq Sattar and Mustafa Kamal were also
present in the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting of the Caretaker
Federal Cabinet.

SEHWAN: Peoples Party (PPP) Leader, Faryal
Talpur offers Fateha at the grave of Lal Shahbaz
Qalandar during her visit to Sehwan Sharif.

Caretaker setup leaves behind
useful strategy safeguarding

national interests: PM
Expresses gratitude to cabinet members, officers, staff

for successful operations of caretaker setup;

PPP ready to cooperate in
federal government with
no power sharing: Kaira

CS chairs meeting of
Provincial Task Force
on Polio Eradication

KMC Council to form
committee to discuss street
crimes situation with IGP

Sindh CM orders further probe in BSEK
results issue as inquiry committee held

board officials responsible

Pakistan won’t allow spread
of false propaganda on social
media platforms: Solangi

Apex Court

Misreporting of judgment in
proscribed literature case
created misunderstanding

Federal cabinet
approves
Ramazan

relief package
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Federal cabinet  has ap-
proved Ramazan relief pack-
age. Relief package over Rs
7.49 billion will be given at
utility stores. Ramzan relief
package will be applicable
from March 4.

Concession will be
given on 19 basic commodi-
ties through targeted sub-
sidy.

It may be mentioned
that ECC had approved
Ramazan relief package at
utility stores last week.

Governor Sindh to
be from MQM-P,
accedes PML-N
KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) has
agreed to give Sindh gover-
norship to Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan (MQM-P).

Sources said that the
PML-N has assured the
MQM-P to elect the gov-
ernor of Sindh from the
party.

Whoever was sug-
gested by MQM-P would
be appointed the governor
of province, the PML-N
assured.  There was possi-
bility that the MQM-P
would suggest to retain the
governorship of Kamran
Khan Tessori.

Pakistan’s total
liquid foreign
reserves reach
$ 13.097 billion

KARACHI (APP): The
total liquid foreign reserves
of Pakistan stood at US$
13,097.8 million while for-
eign reserves held by State
Bank reached $ 8,012.8 mil-
lion in the week ended on
February 16, 2024.

The State Bank of Pa-
kistan, in a statement issued
here on Thursday, informed
that foreign exchange re-
serves held by the central
bank decreased by $ 44 mil-
lion to $ 8,012.8 million due
to debt repayments during
the week under review.
Meanwhile net foreign re-
serves held by commercial
banks stood at $ 5,085 mil-
lion. Total liquid foreign re-
serves held by the country,
in the previous week ended
on February 9, 2024, were
$ 13,149.1 million.

Pakistan
‘achieves’ 25
of 26 targets

set by IMF for
second review

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan has achieved 25 out
of 26 targets set by the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a second review,
sources said on Thursday.

According to a report
compiled by the finance
ministry, Pakistan has
achieved 25 targets of the
international lender, the
sources said and added that
a report has been dispatched
to the IMF.

The condition set by
the IMF not to take loans
from the SBP was fulfilled,
while the payment of the
international loans was also
made on time. Tax refunds
and power sector pending
payments were also made
on time by Pakistan, the re-
port said.

Faryal Talpur pay visit
to Ghari khadabhakh

graveyard

PPP gets 20
reserved seats
for women in

Sindh Assembly
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) secured 20 reserved
seats for women in the
Sindh Assembly as the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) issued a notifi-
cation for returned candi-
dates on reserved seats.

According to details,
the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakis tan’s
(MQM-P) six women law-
makers would make it to the
Sindh Assembly on the re-
served quota while the
Grand Democratic Alliance
got one woman seat.

The PPP secured six
minority seats while the
MQM-P bagged two. The
ECP is yet to decide the fate
of one woman and one mi-
nority seat as the Sunni
Ittehad Council also ap-
proached it to get the re-
served seats.

In the house of 168
lawmakers, the PPP’s
strength in the Sindh As-
sembly is 113 after the join-
ing of independent candi-
dates and issuance of re-
served seats. The MQM-P
is the second largest in the
provincial assembly with 36
seats. Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) backed inde-
pendent candidates
emerged victorious on 13
general seats and the deci-
sion on their reserved seats
is yet to come

PM, Sindh governor
discuss country’s
political situation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar on Thurs-
day said the caretaker
setup in a short span of
time had left behind a use-
ful strategy for the up-
coming elected govern-
ment that would ensure
public welfare and protect
national interests.

“The caretaker gov-
ernment always gave prior-
ity to national interests

while taking policy deci-
sions as it believed to work
together for national stabil-
ity and development,” the
prime minister said while
chairing a meeting of the
federal cabinet at Prime
Minister office.

He said the govern-
ment had improved the  na-
tional economy, adding “we
are leaving country’s
economy in a better condi-
tion than before”.

He appreciated and
t h a n k e d  h i s  c a b i n e t
members and the civil
servants for their tire-
less efforts during short
tenure of the govern-
ment.

The federal cabinet
expressed sat isfaction
over the steps taken by
the caretaker govern-
ment regarding restruc-
turing of various institu-
tions, promotion of for-

eign investment and pro-
viding facilities to busi-
nesses.

Apprecia t ing the
prudent  leadership of
Prime Minister Kakar on
behalf of the federal bu-
reaucracy, the cabinet
secretary said that he had
taken important difficult
decisions in interest of
the count ry,  which
would have far-reaching
results.

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Caretaker Chief Min-
ister Justice ® Maqbool
Baqar, approving the in-
quiry committee’s report on
manipulation in results of
SSC-II examinations on
Thursday, directed the
Anti-corruption Establish-
ment to further probe the
entire exam team of Board
of Secondary Education
Karachi.

The three-member in-
quiry committee, in its re-
port submitted to the CM
Sindh, held the entire exami-
nation and IT teams of
BSEK responsible for glar-
ing mistakes in results and
recommended probing their
malafide through the anti-
corruption establishment
along with departmental
action against all delinquent
officers, said a statement
issued here.

The inquiry commit-
tee pointed out in the re-
port the non-seriousness,
non-professional attitude

and inefficiency of board
employees and alleged that
the board Chairman failed
to introduce reforms and
streamline the old and new
streams while failing in
maintaining the record as
well as imparting training of
new systems to teachers
involved in the assessment
of answer sheets were also
observed.

The Inquiry Commit-
tee- comprising Secretary
School Education Dr
Shereen Mustafa (Chair-
person), Additional Secre-
tary Universities and
Boards Afshan Rubab, and
Zuzain Katbar Section Of-
ficer of U&B dept- was
constituted by the Care-
taker Sindh CM and tasked
to probe into allegation of
manipulation in result of
annual examination of SSC
Part -II 2023 by the Board
of Secondary Education
(BSE) Karachi.

The Inquiry Commit-
tee submitted its report and

recommendation to Care-
taker Sindh Chief Minister
Justice (retd) Maqbool
Baqar on February 21
which the CM approved
and sent to the chairman of
the board to implement as
recommended by the com-
mittee. The committee dur-
ing its proceedings, ob-
served that none of the em-
ployees, called for a hear-
ing and the statement, was
serious which is evident
from their written state-
ments while it was also un-
clear what the actual exam
results were before they
were announced, and how
many changes were made
during the announcement
and publication process.

The committee re-
quested the actual result
CD/USB for comparison,
but it was not provided
while the then Acting Con-
troller of Exams Imran pro-
vided a written statement
which only partially served
its purpose.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor of Sindh
Kamran Tessori on Thurs-
day called on Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar wherein
they discussed the over-
all political situation in
the country.

Leaders of the
Muttahida Qaumi Move-

ment Pakistan Dr Farooq
Sattar and Mustafa Kamal
also attended the meeting,
a PM Office press release
said.

The Sindh governor
and MQM leaders lauded
the prime minister for the
steps taken by his govern-
ment for the economic sta-
bility in the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):The
Supreme Court of Pakistan
on Thursday said that many
misunderstandings have
been created owing to the
misreporting of a judgment
on the release of a person
accused of distributing the
proscribed literature.

A press release issued
by the SC in the matter said
that an impression was be-
ing given as the apex court
violated the Second Consti-
tutional Amendment (inter-
pretation of Muslim) and
has directed to abolish the
sections of offenses against
religion. This impression is
completely wrong, it said.

It stated that the SC
has ruled that even the ac-
cusations of the FIR in this
case are believed they didn’t
merit the applications of
sections charged but rather
section V of the Criminal
Law Amendment Act 1932
related to the dissemination
of proscribed literature un-

der which the maximum
punishment of publishing
proscribed books is six-
month imprisonment.

The press release said
that the SC accepted the bail
of the accused and ordered
for his release keeping in
view the rulings of Islam,
constitutional sections and
principles of law and jus-
tice, as the concerned per-
son has already spent more
than one year in prison.

It further said that it
is sad that in such cases sen-
timents are inflamed and
Islamic rulings are used to
be forgotten. The written
judgment has quoted the
relevant verses of the Holy
Quran in this context, he
added. It said that Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa tried to ensure that
the interpretation of the
law by the court be aligned
with Islamic sources of law
as well as the country’s con-
stitution.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information, Broad-
casting and Parliamentary
Affairs Murtaza Solangi
said on Thursday that some
elements were using social
media platforms to incite
violence, which was an ille-
gal activity.

Addressing a press
conference along with
Prime Minister’s Special
Representative on Interfaith
Harmony Hafiz Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi, he said
the government would take
strict action against such il-
legal activities under the
law.

He said that freedom
of expression under Article
19 of the Constitution was
not unlimited, rather it was
subject to law of the land.

Under Article 19, de-
rogatory remarks against ju-

diciary, armed forces and
brotherly countries were
not allowed, Solangi re-
marked.

He said that the com-
panies earning billions of
dollars from the social me-
dia platforms could  not
abdicate themselves from
the responsibility if  their
platforms were used to dis-
turb law  and order in any
country and incite people
to violence and hatred, he
maintained.

The minister said that
social media platforms X (
formerly Twitter),
YouTube, Facebook and
Instagram had been con-
tinuously used for propa-
ganda, lies, defamation of
government officials and
harassment, and the  com-
panies owning these plat-
forms would have to con-
trol this illegal activity.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Leader of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), Qamar Zaman
Kaira on Thursday affirmed
PPP’s willingness to be part
of the federal government with-
out seeking a share in power.

Talking to a private
news channel, he high-
lighted PPP’s commitment
to national interests and
willingness to offer coop-
eration to the treasury
benches, even without hold-
ing ministerial positions.

Although coalition
governments are typically

perceived as weak, he said
adding that they can also be
strength if managed effec-
tively with unity.

Answering a query, he
said that even in these dif-
ficult situations, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) at-
titude towards reconcilia-
tion and progress has been
undemocratic.

Furthermore, re-
sponding to the news about
his candidacy for the Gov-
ernorship of Punjab, Qaira
stated that the decision rests
with the party leadership.

LARKANA (APP): Cen-
tral President of Pakistan
People’s Party Ladies Wing
Faryal Talpar has attended
the memorial of martyrs of
democracy in Ghadi
Khudabakhsh Bhutto.

Faryal Talpar visited
the shrines of Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto, Quaid
Awam Zulfikar Ali Bhutto,

Mother of Republic of Pa-
kistan Ex- Prime Minister
(Benazir Bhutto) Begum
Nusrat Bhutto, Martyr Mir
Murtaza Bhutto and
Shahnawaz Bhutto and laid
wreaths at the shrines.

On this occasion,
Faryal Talpar also prayed
for the security, prosperity
and prosperity of Pakistan.

KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab on Thursday agreed
to a proposal to form a com-
mittee consisting of City
Council members to deal
with the increasing street
crimes in Karachi, which
would meet the Sindh po-
lice chief and discuss the
crime situation in the
city.The meeting Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation –
KMC’s Council was chaired
by the Mayor Karachi in the
council hall of the KMC
head office here.

On this occasion, a
proposal was also made by
the members of the House
to form a committee con-
sisting of City Council
members to deal with the
increasing street crimes in
Karachi, to which Barrister
Murtaza Wahab termed it
as timely and said that a
committee consisting of
members of the House will
be formed today which will
meet with IG Sindh.

He said every politi-
cal party will be repre-
sented in the committee to
inform the law enforcement

agencies about the crime
situation in Karachi and to
urge immediate steps in this
regard. He said that the pro-
ceedings of today’s meet-
ing of the city were held in
a good manner and hoped
this would continue in fu-
ture sessions of the council
so that the members of this
council could provide relief
to the citizens of Karachi
from various problems.

The Mayor Karachi
said that according to the
tradition of the city council,
the meeting of the council is
postponed after the death of
a member, so today’s meet-
ing is also postponed, the
next meeting will be held on
March 8, 2024. Deputy
Mayor Karachi Salman
Abdullah Murad also par-
ticipated in the meeting.
During the meeting, prayers
were offered for Shaheed UC
Chairman Sabir Ali Magsi of
Pakistan Peoples Party
from Malir District UC 9
Bakhtawar Goth who was
reportedly killed in the inci-
dent in Gulistan-e-Johar and
Parveen Murad Baloch
member of City Council.

KARACHI (APP): The
Chief Secretary Sindh on
Thursday chaired a meet-
ing of the Provincial Task
Force on Polio Eradication
and discussed matters re-
lated to upcoming weeklong
anti-polio drive to be
started from February 26,
2024.

The meeting was in-
formed that over 10 mil-
lion children across the
province will be
immunised,  for  which
80,000 polio workers will
perform their duties to ac-
complish the task.

The CS was informed
that thousands of polio
workers in the 30 districts

will be part of this vaccina-
tion drive.

The meeting was at-
tended by Commissioner
Karachi Muhammad
Saleem Rajput, Secretary
Health Syed Mansoor
Abbas Rizvi, Additional IG
Karachi Khadim Rind, Co-
ordinator Emergency Op-
erations Center Sindh
Irshad Ali Sodhar, and other
relevant officials, All dis-
trict commissioners and
deputy commissioners also
participated in the meeting
via video link.

The meeting reviewed
the overall situation of the
polio virus and its contain-
ment efforts.
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On a leash
It is a done deal. Despite several hiccups and
one party’s many ifs and buts, negotiations over
the configuration of the next government con-
cluded rather abruptly late Tuesday.

Under the understanding reached between
the PPP and PML-N, Islamabad will get another
coalition government headed by Shehbaz Sharif
less than seven months after the last one was
dissolved. PPP co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari will
be the PML-N and PPP’s joint nominee for presi-
dent, the Speaker of the National Assembly will
be from the PML-N, while the Senate chairman-
ship and the KP and Punjab governorships will
go to the PPP.

The two parties will also jointly form a gov-
ernment in Balochistan. Though the spoils have
been quite generously divided, the PPP’s sup-
port for the PML-N government will not be guar-
anteed in all matters.

Under what seems to be a confidence and
supply arrangement, the PPP will vote with the
PML-N only on motions of confidence and
spending bills. For all else, the PML-N may be
on its own.

Meanwhile, in its new incarnation as the
Sunni Ittehad Council — and likely to emerge as
the single largest party in the Lower House bar-
ring any further engineering — the PTI will sit
on the opposition benches and is poised to take
the opposition leader’s slot.

With legislative power thus distributed, this
government will likely prove to be the most for-
midable political test faced yet by Mr Sharif, who
ruled without any real opposition the last time
around. And it won’t just be parliament that will
be testing his mettle. His government is likely to
face a public legitimacy crisis due to the circum-
stances in which it will come into being: it is
already being accused of attempting to govern
on a stolen mandate by parties that collectively
represent the vast majority of those who voted
on Feb 8. Does Mr Sharif expect to deliver in
such circumstances? His biggest task will be to
clean out the Augean stables left behind by his
own administration, especially where the
economy is concerned.

With a vast section of the public angry over
the election results and the citizenry in general
nearly bankrupted by relentless inflation, he will
not find it easy to introduce the much-needed
major changes to the economy without running
into resistance. Considering the beating his
party has taken in the polls, will his priority be
to push ahead during such times at the expense
of what little political capital it has left or to do
what all politicians do when they realise their
own interests are on the line, ie, find a short-
term fix and leave the heavy lifting for whoever
comes next? Mr Sharif has said he wants to ‘save’
Pakistan. Many will be watching to see how long
his resolve lasts.

LAHORE: President Dr. Arif Alvi in a group photo with a delegation of the Lahore Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, who called on him, at Governor House.

Caretaker Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Dr. Umar Saif
chairing 6th Board of Directors meeting of National Information Technology
Board (NITB) in Islamabad.

Pakistan aims lifting bilateral
trade with Saudi Arabia upto

$20 billion: Gohar Ejaz
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Observing that the current
trade volume falls short of
expectations, Caretaker
Federal Minister for
Commerce and Industry,
Gohar Ejaz said in Riyadh
Thursday that Pakistan
wanted to lift bilateral trade
with Saudi Arabia upto $20
billion.

Addressing the
Pakistan-Saudi Business
Forum, the minister said
that legislation would be

enacted to promote
bilateral investment
between the two brotherly
countries, according to
press statement issued by
Commerce Ministry here.

Dr. Gohar Ijaz, who
is heading a delegation of
Pakistani industrialists,
also met with the Saudi
Minister of Commerce, Dr.
Majid bin Abdullah Al-
Kassabi. The meeting
focused on enhancing
investment in sectors such

as construction, digital
economy, and
infrastructure between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

The Pakistani
delegation included Punjab
Minister S.M. Tanveer and
notable businessmen; Arif
Habib, Muhammad Ali
Tabba, and Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI) President Atif
Ikram. Ejaz mentioned that
a Free Trade Agreement

(FTA) between Pakistan
and Gulf countries had
been ratified.

Speaking at the
forum, Chairman of the
Saudi Business Forum
Hassan Al Hazawi stated
that bilateral trade between
the two countries has
increased by 35 percent.

The Saudi Minister
of Commerce commended
efforts to strengthen
bilateral trade relations and
praised Gohar Ijaz.

HYDERABAD: Participants visiting a stall dur-
ing Job fair at Isra University.

Trade Conference 2024:
Ambassador Tirmizi highlights

opportunities for Pakistani
companies in Middle East

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United Arab Emirates
Faisal Niaz Tirmizi, has
highlighted opportunities
for Pakistani companies in
the Middle East (ME),
particularly in the UAE,
focusing on sectors such as
dairy, meat, fruits,
vegetables, and non-food
products.

He emphasized the
country’s trade potential
at the Pakistan Middle East
Trade Development
Conference 2024, held at
the Pakistan Association
Dubai (PAD) auditorium,

according to a news release
received here from Dubai.

The conference,
organized in collaboration
with Pakistan’s Embassy,
the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) and Engro-
Pakistan, was attended by
Pakistani exhibitors
participating in Gulfood-
2024 and the Emirati
business community.

The event aimed to
exchange ideas to explore
trade relations between
Pakistan and the Middle
East, providing networking
opportunities for Pakistani

traders, particularly with
UAE buyers.

Ambassador Faisal
Niaz Tirmizi explained
that the UAE market was
continuously growing,
offering ideal
opportunit ies for
dedicated Pakistani
companies with sound
business plans to
maximize their potential.

Panel discussions
during the conference
focused on developing
strategies to enhance
market penetration and
overcome challenges
effectively.

ICCI invites Saudi importers
to import agricultural

products from Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari on
Thursday invited the
Saudi importers to import
agricultural products from
Pakistan to meet their
consumption.

He said that Pakistan
produces quality food
products and Saudi Arabia
is an import-based market
receiving supplies from
foreign markets.

He urged Saudi Arabia
to import agricultural
products from Pakistan at
competitive prices to meet
the needs of its consumers.

He said this while
talking to Fadel Abdallah,
General Manager, Al-
Shaqaq Trading Est of
Saudi Arabia during his

visit to ICCI.
Ahsan Bakhtawari

said that Pakistani wheat,
rice, fruits, and vegetable has
great potential in the Saudi
market and assured that
ICCI would fully cooperate
in enhancing exports of
these products from
Pakistan to Saudi Arabia.

He said that Pakistani
meat, poultry products,
textiles, IT products,
surgical instruments, sports
goods, leather products, and
construction materials can
also find good a market in
Saudi Arabia.

He urged the Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia to focus
on further improving
bilateral trade and
investment relations that
would create new jobs and
bring prosperity to both
countries.

Mobilink Bank witnesses
72% revenue growth

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Mobilink
Bank achieved multiple
financial milestones in
2023, solidifying its
position in the banking
industry. With a revenue of
PKR 41,053 million,
representing 72% growth
from the previous year, the
Bank’s performance
underscores its
commitment to excellence
and innovation,
particularly in its support
for women and Small and
medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs). Mobilink Bank’s
commitment to Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI) is exemplified
through its flagship
initiative, the Women
Inspirational Network
(WIN) program and
MobilinkHER Women
Returnship Program, which
have emerged as a catalyst
for change. Through WIN,
the Bank has empowered
over 5,000 female
entrepreneurs with
essential digital and
business skills.

Pak inks agreement to export
skilled workers to S.Arabia

in construction sector
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister, Jawad
Sohrab Malik has signed an
agreement recently with
NESMA & Partners for the
export of skilled Pakistani
labor to Saudi Arabia. The
agreement was signed at
the Embassy of Pakistan in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, said
a press release received
here on Thursday.

The agreement marks
a pivotal collaboration
between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia, paving the
way for the export of a
substantial Pakistani
workforce to contribute to
Saudi Arabia’s ambitious

infrastructure and
development goals.

NESMA & Partners,
as the leading construction
company in Saudi Arabia,
holds responsibility for
numerous mega-projects
within the kingdom.

The agreement
would provide Pakistani
workers wi th the
opportunity to showcase
their  exper t i se and
contribute to the success
of these  cr i t ical
infrastructure projects.

Jawad Sohrab Malik
highlighted the exceptional
reputation of Pakistani
workers for their
dedication and hard work.

PSX stays
bullish, gains

355 points
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX)
continued with bullish trend
on Thursday, gaining 355.19
points, a positive change of
0.58 percent, closing at
61,914.34 points against
61,559.16 points the
previous trading day.

A total of
324,830,445 shares valuing
Rs 13.966 billion were
traded during the day as
compared to 362,771,035
shares valuing Rs12.492
billion the last day. Some
352 companies transacted
their shares in the stock
market; 185 of them
recorded gains and 143
sustained losses, whereas
the share prices of 24
remained unchanged.

Rupee gains
17 paisa

against dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Rupee on Thursday
gained 17 paisa against
the  US dol lar  in  the
interbank trading and
closed  a t  Rs 279 .32
against  the p revious
day’s  clos ing of Rs
279.49.

However, according
to the Forex Association
of Pakistan (FAP), the
buying and selling rates
of the dollar in the open
market stood at Rs 279.5
and  Rs 282 .3 ,
respectively.

Economic cost of internet, social media shutdown
By Qamar Bashir

Former Press Secretary to the President; Former Press Minister to the Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC

Pakistan, like any na-
tion, faces challenges in
balancing the interests
of its people, busi-
nesses, and the state.
Decisions made by au-
thorities, including in-
terim governments, can
sometimes prioritize im-
mediate or specific ob-
jectives over broader
economic and social im-
pacts. The act of slow-
ing down or terminating
internet services, in-
cluding access to social
media platforms, is a
significant decision that
can have far-reaching
consequences. Such ac-
tions, while intended to
serve particular goals,
can inadvertently hinder
the country’s economic
vitality by affecting
business operations,
trade, investment, and
exports. They also pose
risks to employment
rates and GDP growth,
potentially exacerbating
poverty levels across
the nation.

The internet and
social media are mod-
ern-day lifelines for
commerce, communica-
tion, and information ex-
change. Restricting ac-
cess to these services
can be likened to con-
stricting the arteries of
the nation’s economy,
impeding the flow of
business and innova-
tion. While security and
regulatory concerns are
valid, solutions should
be sought that balance
these needs with the
preservation of open
and free internet access

to support the nation’s
socio-economic devel-
opment.

According to inter-
national internet and so-
cial media watchdogs,
during the 2024 elec-
tions in Pakistan, there
were widespread disrup-
tions to internet and
mobile services on the
orders of the Interior
Ministry on the lame
and excuse of “maintain
law and order,”.  Ironi-
cally, despite the assur-
ance of the government
and the Pakistan Tele-
communication Author-
ity multiple regions ex-
perienced internet
blackouts and mobile
network disruptions on
the very election day.
Independent watch-
dogs like NetBlocks
confirmed these out-
ages, indicating a sig-
nificant impact on con-
nectivity. Furthermore,
the Open Observatory
of Network Interference
(OONI) reported that
specific websites, in-
cluding those of the PTI
political party and in-
vestigative news plat-
forms, were blocked
prior to the elections.
Cloudflare Radar ob-
served significant drops
in internet traffic for
several local ISPs on the
day of the elections, in-
dicating widespread
service disruptions.

The direct losses
incurred to the nations
can easily be calculated
by inserting vital infor-
mation in simple formu-
las. For example,  Given
Pakistan’s GDP of $1.24
trillion in February 2023
and forecasted mer-
chandise trade of $95.96
billion in 2024, the daily
GDP for 2024 is approxi-
mately $15.85 billion.
With per day merchan-
dise roughly at $1.23 bil-
lion and assuming a 50%
impact on merchandise

trade due to closures,
the daily loss from shut-
ting down the internet is
about $615 million. For
Twitter, the daily loss
stands at approximately
$14.25 million.

The indirect costs
of internet shutdowns
on businesses, trade,
and investment are sig-
nificant and multifac-
eted. Internet shut-
downs disrupt eco-
nomic activities, leading
to losses in e-com-
merce, delays in time-
sensitive transactions,
increased unemploy-
ment, and interruptions
in business-customer
communications. These
disruptions result in fi-
nancial and reputational
risks for companies, af-
fecting both local busi-
nesses and international
trade and investment.

For instance, in
specific cases like Alge-
ria, internet restrictions
impacted various sec-
tors, including the tour-
ism industry, where
businesses faced mate-
rial losses due to hin-
dered communications
with customers and
missed reservation
deadlines.

In India, the eco-
nomic impact of internet
shutdowns was quanti-
fied at $1.9 billion for the
first half of 2023 alone,
highlighting the sub-
stantial direct economic
losses incurred due to
such disruptions.
These shutdowns not
only affect the immedi-
ate economic output
but also have long-term
consequences on in-
vestor confidence and
the country’s digital in-
frastructure.

Such actions not
only impose direct eco-
nomic losses on an al-
ready strained
economy but also lead
to broader socio-eco-

nomic instability. They
not only infringe upon
basic human rights
guaranteed by the Con-
stitution of Pakistan
and international hu-
man rights standards
but also erode the
country’s democratic
fabric by undermining
the freedom of informa-
tion and press.  The
irony is stark as these
actions, meant to secure
political gains or regu-
late the political narra-
tive, result in billions of
dollars in losses to the
national economy, con-
tributing to its vulner-
ability. This situation
leaves political parties
wary of assuming
power in the aftermath
of the 2024 elections,
given the looming eco-
nomic challenges com-
pounded by such dis-
ruptive practices.

When a country’s
actions to block social
media platforms, slow
down the internet, and
disrupt internet ser-
vices lead to  wide-
spread condemnation
by international bodies
like the United Nations,
Amnesty International,
and Transparency In-
ternational, as well as
foreign leaders and in-
stitutions, the result-
ing costs can be multi-
faceted and significant.

These costs extend
beyond direct and indi-
rect economic impacts
to include the erosion of
the country’s soft im-
age, which can lead to
further financial, busi-
ness, tourism, and soft
capital losses.

The erosion of a
country’s soft image
can be even more detri-
mental in the long term.
Condemnation by inter-
national bodies and for-
eign leaders can lead to
a decline in investor
confidence, reduced

foreign direct invest-
ment, and a negative
impact on the country’s
diplomatic relations and
international standing.
This can further result
in decreased tourism
revenues, as potential
visitors may choose to
avoid a country per-
ceived as politically
unstable or repressive
in terms of digital
rights.

Moreover, the dis-
ruption of internet ser-
vices can hinder inno-
vation and the digital
economy’s growth, es-
sential components of
modern economic de-
velopment. It can also
affect the country’s at-
tractiveness as a desti-
nation for international
events, conferences,
and cultural exchanges,
further impacting its
soft capital and poten-
tial revenue streams.

Overall, the indi-
rect costs of such ac-
tions, compounded by
international condem-
nation, can signifi-
cantly hinder a
country’s economic
growth, international
reputation, and ability
to engage in global
commerce and diplo-
macy effectively.

To safeguard the
right to internet and so-
cial media access, en-
suring economic, busi-
ness, trade, and inno-
vation opportunities
remain unhampered, a
comprehensive and
collaborative approach
is essential. Govern-
ments, alongside legis-
lative bodies, must en-
act and enforce laws
that protect internet
access as a fundamen-
tal right, with a clear
emphasis on transpar-
ency, accountability,
and adherence to inter-
national human rights
standards.

This legal frame-
work should be de-
signed to prevent un-
warranted internet
shutdowns, maintain
neutrality, and ensure
open access, with inde-
pendent  regulatory
bodies established to
oversee compliance
and enforce regula-
tions.

Additionally, poli-
cies should mandate
transparency in ac-
tions by both govern-
ment and ISPs, espe-
cially concerning deci-
sions that may affect
internet access, ensur-
ing any restrictions are
justified, transparent,
and subject to public
scrutiny.

Moreover,  c ivi l
society, the judiciary,
and political entities
must play active roles
in advocating for and
protecting internet
freedom. This involves
promoting digital lit-
eracy to empower citi-
zens to demand their
digital rights, strength-
ening data protection
to build trust in digital
services, and support-
ing the pivotal role of
independent media and
civil society in holding
power to account.

International co-
operation is also vital,
as global collaboration
fosters a supportive
environment for
internet freedom, shar-
ing best practices and
advocating for digital
r ights on the world
stage.  I nc lus i ve
p o l i cy making ,  i n -
volving a broad spec-
trum of stakeholders,
ensures diverse inter-
ests are represented
and the public good is
protected, fostering an
environment condu-
cive to growth, inno-
vation, and the free ex-
change of ideas.
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HYDERABAD: Gypsy women searching the valu-
ables items from heap of garbage at Latifabad area.

PKMT Youth Wing protest
Rally against Sponsorship

of KFC in PSl-9

LAHORE: American Consul General Ms. Kirstin Hawkins presenting gift
of cricket ball to Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin Raza Naqvi.

Promotion of sports vital
for the establishment of
a healthy society: Baligh

1400 plots allotment:
CM fulfills promise

made with journalists
LAHORE (APP): Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi has fulfilled his
another promise made with
the journalist community
by allotting over 1,400
plots in RUDA Maskan-
e-Ravi project.

Distribution of
allotment letters among
journalists was inaugurated
by Caretaker Punjab
Information Ministers
Amir Mir at a ceremony,
held at Alhamra Arts
Council. RUDA Chief
Imran Amin and DGPR
Rubina Afzal participated
in the ceremony.

Amir Mir said
distribution process of the
allotment letters had been
started from those
journalists who duly
fulfilled the laid down
criteria. He said CM
Mohsin Naqvi fulfilled his
last promise, made with the
journalists community.

Amir Mir said that a
high-level committee
conducted a lengthy
scrutiny to finalise the list
of eligible journalists. He
said RUDA was itself
intimating those journalists
who were declared eligible
for getting plots.

Minister stresses govt
role in fostering growth

of  pharma sector
Independent Report

LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Health Minister
Professor Dr Javed Akram
Thursday said he expected
the new government would
play its role in promoting
the pharmaceutical
industry. “Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical industry
has a good position in the
world and should be happy
over its progress,” the
minister said during his visit

to 16th Pak Pharma and
Healthcare Expo at the
Lahore’s Expo Centre. The
two-day Pak Pharma and
Healthcare Exhibition was held
by the Prime Event
Management with the support
of Pakistan Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers Association
(PPMA). He said a lot of
progress in science also
transformed the
pharmaceutical businesses
across the globe.

RAWALPINDI: Chairman World Peace Jirga
Program Rayatullah Khan addressing press
conference at Pindi press club in the city.

KPHC gives
licenses to
Category-I
hospitals

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Healthcare Commission
(KPHC) here Thursday
organized a ceremony to
give licenses to Category
I hospitals of the
province.

The ceremony was
held in the Postgraduate
Medical  Insti tute
Hayatabad Medical
Complex. The hospitals
that were given licenses
include Alfalah Hospital
Abbottabad,  Bahadur
Khan Hospital Batkhela,
Jinnah Teaching Hospital
Peshawar, Irfan General
Hospital  Hospital
Peshawar,  Sahab
Orthopedic Hospital
Peshawar,  PIMS
Hospital  Peshawar,
Abaseen General
Hospital  Peshawar,
Kuwait  Teaching
Hospital Peshawar and
Bacha Khan Medical
Complex Swabi.

Addressing the
ceremony,  Chief
Executive Officer KPHC,
Dr. Nadeem Akhtar said
that licenses were given
after examining the health
delivery infrastructure of
these hospitals adding
that license is mandatory
under KPHC Act 2015.

Railway police
foil narcotics

smuggling
attempt

PESHAWAR (APP):
Railway Police in
Peshawar conducted a
successful operation at
Peshawar City Station,
apprehending two
women for smuggling
narcotics via train. The
suspects were caught by
SHO Jamal Abdul Nasir
and other officers based
on suspicion at  the
internal  passage of
Peshawar City Station.

Jinnah House attack case:

ATC extends interim bail
of sisters of PTI founder

3-day Intl congress of
soil science concluded

at PMAS-AAUR
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chairman Higher
Education Commissioner
(HEC) Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmad here on Thursday
urged the scientists and
researchers to play a
leading role in
conservation, land and
water resources and guide
the policy makers in
evolving research
priorities.He also stressed
on the management of soil
through the latest
technologies for maximum
agricultural production to
meet the country’s demand
for food. The Chairman
speaking as chief guest at

the concluding session of
the three-day 20th

International Congress of
Soil Science at Pir Mehr Ali
Shah Arid Agriculture
University Rawalpindi
(PMAS-AAUR) stressed
the need to adopt latest agri
practices to address the
country’s food security
and emphasized the
importance of protecting
and improving natural
resources, particularly soil
for increasing agriculture
production in the country.

The event was
organized by the Institute
of Soil & Environmental
Sciences (ISES).

LAHORE (Online): Anti
Terrorism Court (ATC)
Lahore has extended
interim bail of Aleema
Khanum and Uzma
Khanum sisters of PTI
founder in Jinnah House
attack case.

The interim bail pleas
of Aleema Khanum and
Uzma Khanum came up
for hearing before ATC
Thursday in Jinnah House
attack case.

Aleema Khanum and
Uzma Khanum appeared in
the court during the
hearing of the case.

The court extended
interim bail pleas of
Aleema Khanum and Uzma
Khanum till March 12.

Uzama Kh an u m
and Aleema Khanum,
sco ld ed  P TI  l ead er
Mu sar ra t  Jamsh ed
Cheema on the occasion
of their appearance in
the court.

The sisters of PTI
founder talked to Musarrat
Jamshed Cheema in court
room.

Musarrat Jamshed
Cheema informed them
about the cases against her
and the difficulties she
faced during her
disappearance.

Aleema Khan while
scolding her said you
people were hiding
yourselves when her
brother needed you.

Independent Report
LAHORE: The Dutch
Hockey Club team and the
HEC Pakistan team
participating in the
Shuhada Punjab Police
Hockey Series called on
Governor Punjab,
Muhammad Balighur Rehman
at Governor House Lahore.
During the meeting, Chief
Organizer Chairman Khawaja
Junaid briefed Governor
Punjab about the series.
Speaking on this occasion,
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur Rehman
said that the promotion of
sports is very important
for the establishment of a
healthy society. He said

that hockey is our national
game and hockey players
have had brought laurels to
the country . He expressed
hope that we will once
again regain our lost
position in this field. He
welcomed the teams and
officials to the Governor
House on this occasion.
Governor Punjab said that
the sports legends are the
heroes of the nation who
brought glory to the
country through their
outstanding performance
in their respective sports.
He further said that sports
equipment of best quality
is manufactured in Pakistan
and the city of Sialkot is

famous for manufacturing
sports equipment.
Governor Punjab said that
it is a matter of great pride
for us that the high quality
footballs produced in
Sialkot have been used in
last year’s FIFA World
Cup. He said that sports
are an important means of
strengthening ties between
people.
 of different countries.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Dutch player
who was part of the
delegation said that
Pakistan is a beautiful
country and Pakistani
people are very hospitable
and friendly.

Independent Report
SHIKARPUR: Pakistan
Kissan Mazdoor Tahreek-
PKMT Youth Wing Dis-
trict Shikarpur took out a
protest Rally against Mas-
sacre in Palestine by Israel
and sponsorship of KFC in
PSL-9 by Pakistan here on
Thursday.

According to reports
reached here that the Paki-
stan Kissan Mazdoor
Tahreek-PKMT Youth
Wing District Shikarpur
took out a Rally from
Mirani Park to Shikarpur
Press Club Shikarpur in
protest against the Massa-
cre of innocent people in
Palestine by Israel and ill
attitude of Pakistan Cricket
Board-PCB for having
sponsorship from KFC the
Israili Company.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Najeeullah Jatoi, Ali

Gul Solangi, Zubair Ahmed
and others said that the
whole world is boycotting
the products of Israel and
our PCB is going to run the
PSL-9 with the sponsor-
ship of KFC the Israili
Company which is so
shameful for all of us.

The angry protesters
while taking placards and
banners in their hands
raised slogans against Israel
and opposed the act of
PCB for PSL-9 with the
support of KFC Company.

The activist of Paki-
stan Kissan Mazdoor
Tahreek-PKMT have de-
manded from Government
of time to immediate with-
draw from the sponsorship
of KFC Company for PLS-
9 and impose Bann over any
kind of advertising of KFC
and other Israeli products
in our Country Pakistan.

SFA distributes
food licenses

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Food Authority (SFA), dis-
tributed food licenses to the
business community en-
gaged in food businesses in
a ceremony held at Deputy
Commissioner’s office
Khandkot – Kashmore.

Director SFA Masood
Bhutto along with Deputy
Commissioner Ameer Fazal
Awasi distributed food li-
censes, said a statement is-
sued here on Thursday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Director SFA Masood
Bhutto said that on direc-
tives of DG SFA Agha
Fakhar Hussain, SFA has
been made more effective at
the district level across the
province and now SFA
teams will conduct regular
inspections in district
Kashmore.

Kremlin says Biden
calling Putin a ‘crazy
SOB’ debases the U.S.

MOSCOW (Internews):
The Kremlin said on
Thursday that Joe Biden
had debased the United
States by calling Russian
President Vladimir Putin a
“crazy SOB”, casting the
U.S. president’s remark as
part of a failed “Hollywood
cowboy” act.

The U.S. president
made the “crazy SOB” re-
mark as part of a sentence
about threats to the world -
including “that guy Putin
and others”, the risk of
nuclear conflict and the ex-
istential threat to humanity
from climate change.

“The use of such lan-
guage against the head of
another state by the presi-
dent of the United States is
unlikely to infringe on our
president, President Putin,”
Kremlin spokesman

As war with Russia enters
third year, US aid to Ukraine

hangs in the balance
ture of himself smiling with
former Republican Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who
has opposed aid for Kyiv.

The contrast under-
scored the challenges facing
the Biden administration if
Congress fails to approve
more military assistance,
which Ukraine desperately
needs to hold off Russian in-
vaders.

So far, President Joe
Biden’s administration has
ruled out discussing a plan
B. Trump, frontrunner for
the Republican presiden-
tial nomination and a long-
standing critic of the
NATO alliance.

Iran says Israel continues
to violate Palestinians’ right

to self-determination

South Africa’s
parliament
impeaches
top judge

Monitoring Desk
WESTERN CAPE: In a
historic move, South
Africa’s parliament has im-
peached one of the
country’s top judges for
misconduct.

An investigation
found that John Hlophe,
the leading judge in West-
ern Cape province, tried to
influence justices at the
country’s top court in a
case relating to former
President Jacob Zuma.

UNITED NATION
(Internews): The Interna-
tional Court of Justice, the
UN’s top court, on Thurs-
day continued its hearing
from dozens of states and
three international organiza-
tions who question the legal-
ity of the Israeli occupation
of Palestinian territories.
Representatives from coun-
tries including China, Iran,
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon and Libya were ex-
pected to deliver their posi-
tions during the third day of

the hearing at the ICJ, also
known as the World Court.

Speakers from the
UAE, Egypt and Saudi
Arabia have already de-
manded Israel end its occu-
pation of the Palestinian ter-
ritories, with the Kingdom’s
envoy to the Netherlands
Ziad Al-Atiyah stating
Israel’s continued actions
were legally indefensible.
Safadi closed his remarks,
saying “Palestinians are be-
ing killed in the hundreds ev-
ery day in Gaza.

W A S H I N G T O N
(Internews): Top Biden ad-
ministration officials spent
last weekend in Europe try-
ing to soothe jitters over the
prospect of U.S. military
aid to Ukraine ending, as-
suring counterparts from
Paris, Berlin and Kyiv as
the war enters its third year
that Washington will some-
how come through.

Just two days later,
the Republican Speaker of
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, Mike Johnson,
who has so far blocked pas-
sage of a bill that includes
$60 billion in new funding
for Ukraine, posted a pic-

Ship abandoned
in Red Sea faces
unknown fate,

sources say
LONDON (INP):  A cargo
ship abandoned four days
ago in the Gulf of Aden
after it was hit by mis-
siles fired by Yemen’s
Houthis is still floating
despite taking in water,
and could be towed to
nearby Djibouti, industry
sources said.

Shipping risks have
escalated due to repeated
drone and missile strikes
in the Red Sea and Bab
al-Mandab Strait by the
Iran-al igned Houthis
since November. U.S. and
British forces have re-
sponded with several
strikes on Houthi facili-
ties but have so far failed
to halt the attacks.

Dmitry Peskov said. “But
it debases those who use
such vocabulary.” Peskov
said the remark was “prob-
ably some kind of attempt
to look like a Hollywood
cowboy. But honestly I
don’t think it’s possible.”

“Has Mr Putin ever
used one crude word to ad-
dress you? This has never
happened. Therefore, I
think that such vocabulary
debases America itself,”
Peskov said, adding that
such language was a disgrace
for the United States.Putin
ally Dmitry Medvedev, who
served as president from
2008-2012, said the existen-
tial threat to the world came
from “useless old geezers,
like Biden himself”.
Medvedev said Biden was
“senile” and “ready to start
a war with Russia”. The war

GAZA STRIP: A man records the names of the deceased during the funeral of
Palestinians killed in overnight Israeli strikes at a cemetery in Rafah.

in Ukraine, the death of Rus-
sian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny and U.S. assertions
that Russia plans to put a
nuclear weapon in space have
led to the biggest crisis in rela-
tions between Russia and the
West since the Cold War.

Some Russian and
U.S. diplomats say they do
not remember a time when
relations between the
world’s two biggest nuclear
powers were worse, includ-
ing during the 1962 Cuban
Missile Crisis. Biden said
last week after prison of-
ficers announced Navalny’s
death in a Russian penal
colony that it was “a con-
sequence of something that
Putin and his thugs did.”
Navalny had previously
accused Putin of trying to
kill him, an allegation the
Kremlin denied

Israeli continues air
strikes in Gaza, China

urged UNSC for ceasefire

Turkey calls for Gaza
ceasefire, two-state

solution at G20 meeting

GAZA (Online): Nineteen
Palestinians were martyred
and several injured in un-
abated Israeli air strikes on
refugee camps in Gaza dur-
ing the last twenty four
hours. According to Wafa
news agency, Israeli army
continued bombardments on
Nuseirat refugee camp and
the Zeitoun neighborhood.

In the Nuseirat camp
in central Gaza, Israeli air
strikes on the home of the
al-Daalis family martyred
17 people and wounded
dozens of others. In
Zeitoun, local journalist
Ihab Nasrallah and his wife
were martyred. Their three
children were also badly
burned in the attack.

Britain and Jordan
have air-dropped four tons
of aid including medicines,
fuel and food at a hospital
in northern Gaza.

Britain’s Foreign Of-

ANKARA (Internews):
Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan called on the
international community to
take a more active role to-
wards an urgent ceasefire in
Gaza and a two-state solu-
tion to the conflict during
talks at the G20 meeting in
Brazil, a Turkish diplomatic
source said. Turkey, which
has harshly criticised Israel
for its attacks on Gaza and
backed measures to have it
tried for genocide at the
World Court, has repeat-
edly called for a ceasefire.

Unlike its Western al-
lies and some Gulf nations,
NATO member Turkey
does not view Hamas, the
Palestinian militant group
which runs Gaza and on
Oct. 7 carried out an attack
inside Israel that prompted
the Israeli campaign, as a
terrorist organisation.

Fidan told a G20 for-
eign ministers meeting in
Rio de Janeiro on Wednes-
day that the “savagery” in
Gaza must be stopped, and
discussed steps to achieve

an urgent ceasefire and get
more aid into the enclave
during talks with counter-
parts from the United
States, Germany, and
Egypt, the source said.

“Steps that can be
taken to achieve a full
ceasefire as soon as pos-
sible were discussed,” dur-
ing talks between Fidan and
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, the source
said, adding Fidan also dis-
cussed “concrete steps” to
stop the fighting with Ger-
man Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock.

“The fact that a deci-
sion on a ceasefire did not
come out of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council once again, has
shown that reform is a
must,” Fidan told a session
at the G20 meeting, accord-
ing to one of his aides, re-
ferring to a third U.S. veto
on a ceasefire call at the 15-
member body. Ankara says
the U.N. Security Council
must be reformed to be
more inclusive and repre-
sentative of the world.

fice said the UK-funded aid
was delivered by the Jor-
danian Air Force.

British Foreign Secre-
tary David Cameron said in
a statement that thousands
of patients will benefit and
the fuel will enable this vi-
tal hospital to continue its
life-saving work.

China has urged the
UN Security Council to
push for ceasefire in Gaza.

A Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson
Mao Ning said during a
regular briefing in Beijing
that protracted Palestinian-
Israeli conflict has resulted
in a devastating humanitar-
ian situation in besieged
enclave. She said that China
will continue to work with
the rest of the international
community to push the
Council to take further ac-
tions that are meaningful for
de-escalation.

Farmers riding tractors arrive in front of Madrid’s
Puerta de Alcala square during a protest against
the European Union’s agricultural policy.

Fresh aggression:
US, UK launch
five strikes on

Yemen’s
Hudaydah

SANA’A (Online): The
United States and Britain
have conducted fresh aerial
assaults on Yemen’s strate-
gic western province of
Hudaydah. The al-Masirah
television network reported
three airstrikes on Ras Issa
area in Hudaydah’s a-Salif
district late on Wednesday.

Earlier in the day, it
added, four similar air raids
also targeted al-Jabana and
al-Arj areas in Hudaydah.

Meanwhile, the US
Central Command
(CENTCOM) said in a
statement that its forces had
carried out four strikes on
areas in Yemen, targeting
“seven mobile anti-ship
cruise missiles and one anti-
ship ballistic missile
launcher” in the act of ag-
gression. It claimed that the
targets “presented an immi-
nent threat to merchant ves-
sels and to the US Navy
ships in the region.”
CENTCOM also said that
its forces had shot down a
“one-way attack un-
manned aircraft system.”

UK Parliament in turmoil after
a debate over a Gaza cease-fire

raised fears for lawmakers’ safety
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: The chaotic
debate over a cease-fire in
Gaza reverberated through
Britain’s Parliament on
Thursday as the speaker of
the House of Commons
faced calls to resign, and
lawmakers said they feared
for their safety amid pres-
sure from all sides of the
issue.

After more than six
hours of sometimes heated
debate on Wednesday, both
the governing Conservative
Party and the Scottish Na-

tional Party, or SNP, re-
fused to participate in vot-
ing on the question.

That left Labour, the
largest opposition party,
with the largely hollow vic-
tory of passing its version
of a nonbinding motion call-
ing for an “immediate hu-
manitarian” cease-fire un-
opposed.

Anger over the way
the debate unfolded led to
more than 50 lawmakers
submitting letters of no
confidence in Speaker Lind-
say Hoyle on Thursday.
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Pakistan Ambassador to the US, Masood Khan meeting with delegation of
USAID led by Zeinah Salahi, Senior Deputy Assistant Administrator. Other
members of the delegation included Peter Young, Asia Bureau Director for
South & Central Asia, Adeline Joshua and Brittany Brown.

HYDERABAD: Former Secretary Irrigation Sindh
Engineer, Khalid Memon along with Dr. Waliullah
Qazi, Vice Chancellor Isra University and others
cutting inaugural ribbon during the inauguration
of 7th Job and Trade Fair 2024 held at Isra Univer-
sity in Hyderabad.

HYDERABAD: Jamiat Ulema-e-Pakistan (JUP)
President, Sahibzada Abul Khair Muhammad
Zubair addresses to media persons during press
conference held at Hyderabad press club.

LARKANA: Deputy Commissioner Larkana,
Sharjeel Noor Channa administrates polio-vaccine
drops to a child during anti-polio immunization
campaign, in Larkana.

LAHORE: President Dr. Arif Alvi addressing the recognition ceremony of officers of the Federal Insurance Ombudsman and
representatives of insurance companies, at Governor House.

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Murtaza Solangi, Caretaker
Federal Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing inaugurated a ‘ Display Centre’ at Directorate
of Electronic media and Publications (DEMP).

LARKANA: People visiting at the world famous
archeological site of Moen-Jo-Daro.

District Judge Shikarpur ordered
to Deputy Commissioner Shikarpur

for removal of Encroachment
from Shahi Bagh land

Fast decision-making
essential for national

development: President

Ashrafi denounces
misuse of apex court
ruling ambiguities

Solangi calls for
promoting trend of

research among people

Abdul Aleem
Lashari posted
as Chairman

STBB
KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Chief Minister Sindh
has accorded approval for
posting of Abdul Aleem
Lashari, an officer of Ex-
PCS (BS-20) as Chairman
Sindh Textbook Board
(STBB), Jamshoro with
immediate effect.

According to a notifi-
cation, in pursuance of Sec-
tion-4(2) of Sindh Textbook
Board Ordinance, 1970 read
with Section-2 of amended
Act 2022, the Competent
Authority i-e Sindh Chief
Minister, accorded ap-
proval and posted Abdul
Aleem Lashari as Chairman
of Sindh Textbook Board,
Jamshoro, by relieving
Akhtar Hussain Bugti, PSS
officer (BS-20) of the addi-
tional charge of the post.

KUJ hosts reception in
honour of Caretaker

Minister for Information

Robbers gun
down shopkeeper
over resistance

KARACHI (INP): Armed
robbers gunned down
owner of a mobile phone
shop over resistance during
a robbery in Organgi Town,
Karachi on Thursday.

According to details,
armed robbers barged into
a mobile phone shop in
Organi Town’s Sector XI
near Siddique e Akbar
Mosque and started loot-
ing valuables.

Over resistance, the
robbers gunned down 35-
year-old Yameen and fled
the scene with looted cell
phones and cash.

Police said that the in-
cident seems to be target
killing over personal grudge
as a young nephew of the
deceased was also present
in the shop who remained
safe in the firing.

1094 vehicles impounded,
documents of 949 vehicles seized

during road checking drive

Minor girl
found dead

from water tank
KARACHI (INP): A minor
girl who has been missing
for four hours was found
dead in a water tank in
Karachi’s Shah Latif Town.

According to details,
Akhtar Bhatti, the father
of the deceased girl alleged
that someone killed his
daughter.

The father told police
that the girl had been miss-
ing for four hours and the
family was trying to locate
her whereabouts.

“Upon searching, the
girl was found dead from a
water tank near her resi-
dence in Abdullah Goth of
Shah Latif Town,” he added

On the other hand, the
police shifted the dead
body to a hospital for legal
formalities while investiga-
tions are underway.

Earlier in February
2022, in a similar incident
dead body of a missing child
was found in the water
tank of a house in Korangi.

Four notorious
robbers killed in
police encounter
SHEIKHUPURA (INP):
Four notorious robbers
killed and arms recovered in
exchange of fire with police
here on Thursday.

According to details,
the police on a tip-off in-
tercept a four-member gang
of robbers engaged in picket
looting at Kala Khatai Road
in Ferozewala area of
Sheikhupura. Upon sight of
police, the robbers started
firing and attempted to flee
which led to an encounter.

In cross firing, all four
robbers were killed. The
police recovered arms from
possession of the killed rob-
bers wanted in dozens of
criminal cases. The police
confiscated the weapons
and the bodies were shifted
to hospital for medico-le-
gal formalities.

Sindh Assembly’s
session summoned
for oath taking
of newly elected

MPAs
KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh Assembly’s session
for the oath-taking of the
newly elected MPAs has
been summoned on Satur-
day (February 24).

As per details, Gov-
ernor Sindh Kamran Tessori
approved Caretaker Chief
Minster Sindh Maqbool
Baqar’s recommendation
and called the first session
of the Sindh Assembly on
Saturday.

The newly elected
representatives of the Sindh
Assembly will take oath in
the first session of the leg-
islative assembly.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
emerged victorious after bag-
ging a record 84 general seats
in the Sindh Assembly.

With reserved seats
for women and minorities,
the PPP’s strength in the
Sindh Assembly would be
over 100 for the first time.

DIG Larkana
takes notice of

murder
LARKANA (APP):
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Larkana on Thurs-
day took notice of the inci-
dents of killing and injuring
a woman in the jurisdiction
of different police stations
in Larkana and Shikarpur
districts.

He directed to restore
law and order and submit
their reports of both dis-
tricts of SPPs, DSP and
SHOs.

The DIG said that in-
cident of wounding the wife
of Banahun Khan, in the
jurisdiction of of Sehar Po-
lice Station of Deukari
Taluka, and asked for a re-
port from SSP Larkana.

On the other hand,
DIG Larkana will take no-
tice of the murder of three
persons Abdul Karim
Chandio, Abdul Nabi
Chandio, Dadao Chandio
and wounding of a woman
Musmat Hakiman due to
the old dispute in village
Jaffar Chandio of Humayun
police station of Shikarpur
district.

DC Larkana chairs meeting
to review Polio drive

PPP to steer
country out of

economic crisis:
Senator Imam

HYDERABAD (APP):
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) Senator Malik Imam
Din Shauqeen has said that
his party was given the
mandate by the people and
it would steer the country
out of economic and other
challenges.

Talking to APP in
Tando Adam, he said that it
is evident that no single
political party was in the
position to form a govern-
ment alone. Indeed, this is
a challenging situation, and
the upcoming government
will address the acute eco-
nomic crisis currently faced
by the country.

Senator Shauqeen said
that the PPP obtained more
seats than before in
Sindh, and heading towards
forming a government in the
province. Meanwhile, the
PPP is supporting the Pa-
kistan Muslim League (N)
to form a government at the
federal level.

Over 5000 cops to perform
security duties at PSL matches;
no road closures planned

PMSA strengthening
collaboration with Royal

Oman Police Coast Guard

Over 10 million
children to be

immunized in Sindh

Independent Report
LAHORE: President Dr
Arif Alvi has underscored
the need for taking fast de-
cisions to put the country
on the path of progress and
prosperity. He said that
slow decision-making has
hindered the process of na-
tional development. He ex-
pressed these views while
addressing the recognition
ceremony of officers of the
Federal Insurance Ombuds-
man (FIO) Secretariat,
CEOs and MDs of Insur-
ance Companies, organized
by the Federal Insurance
Ombudsman, at Governor
House, Lahore, today.

The President said
that the institutions of
Ombudsmen had played a
commendable role in pro-
viding speedy and free-of-
cost justice to the aggrieved
complainants against the
administrative injustices of
government organizations.
He congratulated FIO on
the its outstanding perfor-
mance by providing mon-
etary relief to the tune of
over Rs. 5 billion to the ag-
grieved policyholders.

The President also re-

marked that Pakistan had
tremendous potential to
grow but it required hon-
esty and fast decision mak-
ing to put it on the right
track. He stressed that hon-
esty must be the founda-
tion stone with a key focus
on integrity and fair play.
He stated that institutions
of the country were re-
quired to do justice. The
President added that he
firmly believed in merit,
saying that he had never
asked for any favour for
anyone during his tenure as
the President. He expressed
the hope that Pakistan
would turn around as it was
blessed with enormous po-
tential and talented youth.

Federal Insurance
Ombudsman, Dr
Muhammad Khawar
Jameel, highlighted the role
of FIO in providing justice
to the policyholders against
the maladministration of

insurance companies.
He said that under the guid-
ance of President Dr Arif
Alvi, FIO had significantly
improved its performance
and processed 6000 com-
plaints last year.

The President also
distributed recognition
shields among the represen-
tatives of

insurance companies
and officials of FIO for their
valuable services in the pro-
vision of timely relief to
insurance policyholders
against the maladministra-
tion of insurance companies.

Later, a delegation of
Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and industry also
called on the President and
discussed the economic
situation of the country and
issues related to mental
health, breast cancer and
women empowerment. He
urged the business commu-
nity to take steps for the
economic empowerment of
women enabling them to
actively participate in eco-
nomic activities.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the President said
that the country was fac-
ing various challenges
such as stunting, malnutri-
tion and 26.2 million out
of school children. He said
these challenges needed to
be addressed on priority
basis.

KARACHI (APP): The
Caretaker Health Minister
of Sindh Dr Saad Khalid
Niaz on Thursday said a
week-long anti-polio cam-
paign will be started in Feb-
ruary across the province
during which around 10.6
million children under 5
years of age will be immu-
nized by administering po-
lio drops.

According to a state-
ment issued here on Thurs-
day, the Caretaker Health
Minister said children aged
6 months to 5 years would
be provided Vitamin A dose

to boost their immunity.
Dr Saad Niaz said

70,000 teams were formed
to achieve the 100 percent
target of polio immuniza-
tion across the province. He
said the campaign will be
continued till March 3,
2024.

To ensure foolproof
security of polio teams,
3700 cops would be de-
ployed, the Health Minis-
ter said adding that polio is
incurable and the only way
to stop it from spreading is
to ensure vaccination of the
children.

KARACHI (INP): As
many as 1094 vehicles were
impounded while the docu-
ments of 949 vehicles were
seized during road checking
campaign of Sindh Excise
and Taxation department to
collect tax from owners of
tax defaulting vehicles.

A total of 9429 ve-
hicles were checked till the
third day of the campaign,

said a statement on Thurs-
day.

According to the de-
tails, 2367 vehicles were
checked in Karachi, 2627 in
Hyderabad, 1521 in Sukkur,
1306 in Larkana, 930 in
Mirpur Khas and 678 ve-
hicles were checked in
Shaheed Benazirabad till the
end of the third day of the
road checking campaign.

Independent Report
SHIKARPUR: District and
Session Judge Shikarpur
Manoo Mal Khagaija or-
dered to Deputy Commis-
sioner Altaf Ahmed
Chachar for removal of ille-
gal encroachment from the
land of Historical Shahi
Bagh within 15 days.

According to details
that the huge area of 7 - 15
acres of ancient Shahi Bagh
was illegally leased out to
one late Suleman Shaikh by
the then Taluka Nazim
Zafar Ali Shaikh vide lease
Deed dated 13.02.2010.
though that lease deed dated
13.02.2010 has also been

cancelled by the then Ad-
ministrator/Deputy Com-
missioner Shikarpur Syed
Hassan Raza Shah vide his
order dated 08.05.2017. But
still that public property is
in illegal possession of legal
heirs of the late Suleman
Shaikh. As Authorities of
Municipal Committee
Shikarpur have been failed
to protect the public prop-
erty and this case is classic
example of their negligence.

Therefore the Deputy
Commissioner Shikarpur
being head of District Ad-
ministration is required to
take over of suit land mea-
suring 7-15 acres.

KARACHI (APP): Karachi
Union of Journalists (KUJ)
organized a reception in
honour of Caretaker  Pro-
vincial  Minister for Infor-
mation, Minority Affairs,
Social Protection, and Presi-
dent of the Arts Council,
Muhammad Ahmed Shah at
the Karachi Scouts  Club
here on Thursday.

The event was at-
tended by Muhammad
Ahmed Shah, President of
Karachi Press Club Saeed
Sarbazi, President of the
Pakistan Federal Union of
Journalists GM Jamali,
KUJ President Ijaz Ahmed,
General Secretary Aajaz
Jamali, and various other
journalistic organizations.

Muhammad Ahmed
Shah, expressed his grati-
tude to the KUJ for orga-
nizing the event in his honor
and stated, “My relation-
ship with the journalistic

fraternity spans my entire
life. After taking the oath,
my first visit was to the
Karachi Press Club.”

He expressed hope
that the elected government
of the Pakistan Peoples
Party will address journal-
ists’ issues promptly.”

He also prayed for se-
nior journalist Ajmal
Khattak, who passed away
recently.

Saeed Sarbazi, Presi-
dent of the Karachi Press
Club, remarked that since
the arrival of the incumbent
government, Muhammad
Ahmed Shah has done a lot
for the welfare and pros-
perity of journalists.

President of the Paki-
stan Federal Union of Jour-
nalists GM Jamali said,
“Even when not in govern-
ment, Muhammad Ahmed
Shah maintained strong ties
with journalists.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for In-
formation, Broadcasting and
Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi on Thursday
called to promote the trend
of research among people.

Delivering his speech at
the launching ceremony of the
Display Center of the Direc-
torate of Electronic Media
and Publication at Pak-China
Friendship Center, he said the
tendency of reading books
and writing was decreasing in
the digital era.

He said that the Direc-
torate of Electronic Media
and Publications ( DEMP)
had worked hard to promote
the trend of reading and writ-
ing among the people.

“This organization
has done a great job in a
short time with hard work”,
Murtaza Solangi said while

appreciating the perfor-
mance of the DEMP.

The minister said that
the quality of books and pe-
riodicals at the display cen-
ter was high from both the
content and printing point
of view.

He congratulated the
officers and staff of the
DEMP on the inauguration
of its first  Display Center
at Pak- China Center and
hoped that as planned it will
open more display centers
at the mausoleum of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, Lok Virsa and
Islamabad Monument at
Shakar Parian. Earlier Ex-
ecutive Director General
DEMP Imrana Wazir
briefed the minister about
the vision behind the cre-
ation of DEMP and its
mission.

KARACHI (APP): Under
the terms of a memorandum
of understanding (MoU)
between the Pakistan Mari-
time Security Agency
(PMSA) and the Royal
Oman Police Coast Guard
(ROPCG), a delegation from
Pakistan, headed by Rear
Admiral Imtiaz Ali SI(M)
T.Bt & BAR, Director Gen-
eral (DG) of PMSA has  vis-
ited the ROPCG Command
HQs in Muscat, Oman for
the 2nd high-level meeting.

This meeting followed
an invitation from the Com-
mander of ROPCG, as a
continuation of the 1st an-
nual high-level meeting held
between the heads of both
organizations in September
2022 at PMSA HQs in
Karachi, Pakistan, accord-
ing to a news release issued
here on Thursday.

The discussions during
the visit revolved around
the provisions of the MoU
regarding maritime coopera-
tion and the exchange of cru-

cial information.
Staff Brigadier (Engi-

neer) Ali Saif Khalfan Al
Muqabli, Commander
ROPCG, commended
PMSA’s efforts in enforc-
ing maritime law effectively
across all Maritime Zones
of Pakistan.

Both organizations’
commanders affirmed their
commitment to continuing
cooperation in areas of mu-
tual interest, including Mari-
time Safety & Security, Pre-
vention & Fight against Or-
ganized Maritime Crimes,
and Maritime Environmen-
tal Protection, within the
framework of the MoU.

The PMSA delegation
also inspected ROPCG
Fleet units/boats to assess
operational readiness.

They also met with
Major General Abdullah
Bin Ali Al Harthy, Deputy
IG of Police & Customs for
operations, and the Mari-
time Security Center
(MSC) in Oman.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister’s Special
Representative for Reli-
gious Affairs, Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi, and Pa-
kistani Diaspora in the
Middle East and Islamic
Countries, Thursday de-
nounced attempts by cer-
tain individuals to exploit
ambiguities arising from the
Supreme Court verdict in
the Mubarak Ahmed Sani
case for political purposes.

Addressing to the me-
dia persons with the Care-
taker Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting, and
Parliamentary Affairs, he
asked the detractors of
verdict  to use legal av-
enues to address issues,
rather than opting for

street protests or violence.
This is particularly

crucial, considering the im-
possibility of allowing the
use of banned material in
Pakistan.

Urging the Punjab gov-
ernment to submit a review
petition to the Supreme
Court of Pakistan, he empha-
sized the fundamental belief
in the finality of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) as the
last Prophet of Allah, which
was an integral part of the
Muslim faith.

According to the Con-
stitution of the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, this
matter is settled. Every
Muslim is entrusted with
safeguarding the sanctity of
the finality of the holy
Prophet (PBUH).

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Police, under the lead-
ership of IGP Sindh Riffat
Mukhtar Raja, has devised
a comprehensive security
strategy for the upcoming
Pakistan Super League sea-
son 9 matches in Karachi.

In a recent high-level
meeting, officials briefed the
IGP that approximately
5600 police personnel
would be deployed to en-
sure the safety of the event.
Moreover, the plan empha-
sizes minimal disruption to
the city’s normal traffic
flow, with no permanent
closures of roads or thor-
oughfares unless necessary
for security reasons.

During a high-level
meeting led by IGP Sindh
Riffat Mukhtar Raja, com-
prehensive security and
traffic arrangements for the
upcoming PSL season 9
matches in Karachi starting
February 28th were meticu-
lously deliberated upon.

The meeting addressed

the prevailing law and order
situation, identified chal-
lenges, and formulated pro-
active measures to ensure a
smooth and secure environ-
ment. Detailed guidelines
were issued to effectively
address any potential secu-
rity concerns and uphold
public safety throughout the
cricket series.

IGP Sindh empha-
sized the significance of in-
corporating input and sug-
gestions from other law en-
forcement agencies into the
development of a robust
security and traffic plan.
Additionally, he stressed
the importance of consult-
ing with representatives
and officials from the PCB
to ensure a collaborative
approach. Furthermore, the
Sindh Police Chief under-
scored the necessity of as-
signing security duties to
competent, dedicated, and
seasoned officers and per-
sonnel to safeguard the PSL
event effectively.

LARKANA (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Larkana Dr. Sharjeel Noor
Channa has directed the of-
ficials of the health depart-
ment to make proper ar-
rangements to make the
polio campaign a success so
that no child misses out on
the polio vaccine.

He expressed these
views today while presid-
ing over a meeting in the
committee room of the
Commissioner’s office. The
meeting was attended by
DHO, PPHI, WHO and
other concerned authorities.

On this occasion, the
previous polio campaign
was reviewed. However,
the officials of the health
department also gave a
briefing to the deputy com-
missioner regarding the po-
lio campaign.

On this occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner said
that polio teams should be
appointed at the UC level
and committees should be
established to monitor

them. He said that the mi-
cro-plan should be strictly
implemented so that no
child misses out on polio
vaccination. He said that
the set target should be en-
sured in any case because
polio is a dangerous disease.

He said that the Sindh
government wants to take
special care of the polio
campaign.

On this occasion, the
Deputy Commissioner
gave instructions to the
police administration to
make proper security ar-
rangements.

After that, the
Deputy Commissioner in-
augurated the Polio cam-
paign by giving polio drops
to children in the
Commissioner’s office and
a rally was also held, which
was led by Deputy Com-
missioner Sharjeel Noor
Chana.

Determined to succeed
in every way, don’t stop
drinking the drops of pro-
tection.


