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ISLAMABAD: President of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (F), Maulana Fazal Ur
Rehman addresses a media talk at G-6/4.

KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for Health
Dr Nadeem Jan along with Chief Executive officer
Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan Asim Rauf
talking to media during  inauguration Expansion &
Revamping ceremony of Chemicals & API Manufac-
turing Facility Drug Pharma Chemicals (PVT) LTD.

LAHORE: Caretaker Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Harmony Aneeq Ahmed talk-
ing with persons after visiting Haji Camp, in the
Provincial Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO),
Mr Asif Mahmood Jah, presenting FTO’s An-
nual Report 2023 to President Dr Arif Alvi, at
Aiwan-i-Sadr.

KARACHI: Awami National Party (ANP) Sindh President, Shahi Syed ex-
changing views with Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, Convener of Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MQM-P) along with delegation during meeting held at Mardan
House in Karachi.

A view of consultative meeting of the nominated representatives of Pakistan
Muslim League (N) and Pakistan People’s Party held in Islamabad.

HYDERABAD: Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA)
Leader, Safdar Abbasi inspecting the site for pro-
test against alleged rigging in General Election
2024, in Hyderabad.

Fazlur Rehman rejects poll
results, invites PML-N to join
JUI-F on opposition benches
JUI-F chief announces initiating a country-wide protest

movement to press for approval of their demands

SC seeks govt’s
assurance over no

army role in business
Army should do its work and

courts will do their job, remarks
CJP Qazi Faez Isa

Project for enhancing
domestic pharmaceutical
ingredients production

inaugurated

NA session to be summoned
as per law: Solangi

JI rules out
alliance with
PTI on govt
formation

PESHAWAR (APP):
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) on
Wednesday made a signifi-
cant move by rejecting to
enter into a political coali-
tion and support Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
which had sought assis-
tance from the
religiopolitical party to ac-
commodate its indepen-
dents who emerged victori-
ous in the February 8 elec-
tions for the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly.

Talking to media per-
sons here, Deputy Emir of
JI, Liaqat Baloch, an-
nounced that after thorough
consultations within the
party, they have decided
not to comply with PTI’s
request.

Baloch revealed that
PTI had approached JI
solely for assistance in
forming the government in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
while expressing readiness
for cooperation at the na-
tional level across Paki-
stan.

PPP will take
chairmanship
of committees

rather than
ministries:

Khurshid Shah
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The important decision of
PPP  on the matter of for-
mation of government has
come to fore as the party
has decided to take chair-
manship of standing com-
mittees instead of minis-
tries. Talking to private TV
channel, PPP leader Syed
Khurshid Shah has said we
will take  the committees
of ministries which will be
taken by PML-N. Commit-
tees are more powerful than
ministries.

He further said that we
will take constitutional slots
from PML-N, he added.

US Deputy Chief of
Mission calls on
Mayor Karachi

Allied parties start
consultation process on

formation of cabinet

Four more
independent
MPAs elect
join PML-N

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Four more independent
members of the Punjab As-
sembly joined the Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) on Wednesday, as
independents continue to
flock to the party.

MPAs-elect, including
Sultan Bajwa of PP-132,
Hanif Patafi of PP-288,
Mehmood Qadir Khan of
PP-289, and Taimur Lali of
PP-94, met with Shehbaz
Sharif, the nominated Prime
Minister and President of
the Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N).

The MPAs elect ex-
pressed confidence over the
leadership of former Prime
Ministers Nawaz Sharif
and Shehbaz Sharif. They
also felicitated Shehbaz
Sharif for his nomination as
prime minister of Pakistan.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shehbaz Sharif vowed
serving the people under the
guidance of Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, religiously
following his vision, taking
Pakistan out of economic
dangers and relieving the
public from the scourge of
inflation.

Gas prices likely
to surge again

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Consumers, both protected
and non-protected, are
poised to face a significant
uptick in gas prices, accord-
ing to the sources within the
industry.

The media reports in-
dicate that protected con-
sumers can anticipate a Rs.
10 per mmbtu hike, while
their non-protected coun-
terparts will see a steeper
increase of Rs. 300 per
mmbtu.

Crucially, there will be
no adjustment to fixed
charges for either group, al-
though heavy gas users can
expect a substantial Rs. 900
per mmbtu rise in prices.

President Biden aware
of elections in Pakistan:

White House
PTI wants talks with all
political stakeholders:

Ali Muhammad

Talpur emerges as
potential challenger

to Shah for CM Sindh

Zardari, Bilawal
delegate their

powers to coordi-
nation committee

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former president Asif Ali
Zardari and PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
have handed over their
powers to a coordination
committee.

They gave up their
authority at a meeting of
the coordination committee
attended by the senior lead-
ers of the party.

The PPP formed the
committee to coordinate
and negotiate with other
parties for formation of
government.

Sindh cabinet
meeting on

Feb 20
KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Sindh Cabinet meet-
ing will be held on Febru-
ary 20 (Tuesday). Accord-
ing to a letter issued by the
Services, General Adminis-
tration and Coordination
Department, the cabinet
meeting will be held in the
committee room of the CM
House at 11:30 am and the
agenda of the meeting will
be shared later, the letter
read.

ISLAMABAD (INP) –
The Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) on Wednesday
rejected the election results,
announcing countrywide
protests against the alleged
rigging in the Feb 8 polls.

Addressing a press
conference, JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
said that the parliament had
lost the credibility after the
‘rigged’ elections.

The veteran politician
invited the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) supremo to join the op-
position in the National
Assembly. He said that the
JUI-F would not join the
coalition government.

“JUI-F is not ally of
any party,” clarifies Fazlur
Rehman.

Maulana Fazlur
Rehman criticised the Elec-

tion Commission of Paki-
stan, alleging its role had
been questionable since the
beginning. He mentioned
that the commission dis-
missed petitions submitted
by JUI-F candidates against
rigging.

The JUI-F leader
stated that the party would
fulfill its parliamentary du-
ties and join the assemblies
with reservations.

Hinting at potential
protests, he expressed con-
cerns that decisions may be
taken outside the parlia-
ment.

Additionally, he out-
lined a series of upcoming
meetings scheduled by the
party in various regions.

Maulana Fazl outlined
the party’s upcoming strat-
egy, mentioning plans for
provincial general council

meetings in Balochistan on
February 25 and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) on
February 27, along with
additional meetings sched-
uled in Karachi on March 3
and Lahore on March 5.

JUI-F chief Fazlur
Rehman said his party
would play its parliamen-
tary role but would become
a part of the assemblies
with reservations.

“Defeating the JUI-F
through poll rigging was a
conspiracy of anti-Islamic
elements. Our fault is that
we played our role in mend-
ing the relationship be-
tween Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, which is not ac-
ceptable to the US. Our
fault is that we spoke up
against Israeli actions in
Gaza and supported
Hamas,” Fazl stated.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation, Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi on
Wednesday said that the
inaugural session of the new
National Assembly would
be summoned in accordance
with the law.

“I need to sign the
summary for the NA ses-
sion as I also hold the port-
folio of Minister for the
Parliamentary Affairs,”
Solangi said while respond-

ing to the queries of media-
persons regarding the pro-
cedure for the summoning
of new National Assembly,
outside the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan.

The minister said in
accordance with the law the
ECP was required to issue
official results within 14
days of the elections. As per
the Constitution, he stated,
the president could convene
the National Assembly’s
session within 21 days of
the polling date.

KARACHI (INP): Follow-
ing Maryam Nawaz’s nomi-
nation as Chief Minister in
Punjab, discussions have
commenced regarding the
leadership of Sindh, with
former Chief Minister Murad
Ali Shah emerging as a
frontrunner for the position.

However, sources re-
veal that consultations have
also initiated regarding the
potential nomination of
Faryal Talpur for the Chief

Ministership in Sindh.
Party leaders are de-

liberating on the possibil-
ity of having a female chief
minister in Sindh, citing the
precedent set by Punjab.
It’s noteworthy that while
the Muslim League-Nawaz
has put forward Maryam
Nawaz’s name for the
Punjab Chief Minister role,
the Pakistan People’s Party
holds a clear majority in the
Sindh Assembly.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Following the alliance and
agreement over government
making between the major
political parties of the coun-
try, consultation process on
formation of cabinet has
started between them.

PML-N has launched
efforts to include PPP in the
federal cabinet.

Nominated Prime
Minister (PM) Shehbaz
Sharif has requested former
president Asif Ali Zardari
to review his decision on
not joining cabinet.

National Assembly
(NA) will be summoned by
the end of this month. Min-
istry of parliamentary af-
fairs will send the summary
to Prime Minister (PM) for
summoning session.

PML-N will consti-
tute its committee on what
ministry has  to be given to

which alliance. Federal cabi-
net will take oath in differ-
ent phases.

Sources said over 20
ministers can take oath in
preliminary phase.

The sources further
said JUI-F will decide on
joining government and
cabinet today at the request
of Shehbaz Sharif.

PML-N will keep the
key ministries related to
policy, manifesto and deci-
sion making with itself. on
the other hand sources of
parliamentary affairs have
said the NA session will be
called by the end of this
month on the matter of for-
mation of 16th NA.

In this regard ministry
of parliamentary affairs will
send summary for sum-
moning NA session to
prime minister who will
send it to the president.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa has
sought assurance from the
attorney general that the
army would only work on
defence-related matters and
not run any business.

The assurance was
sought from CJP Isa during
a hearing of a petition filed
against commercial activity
being done on military land.

During the hearing,
CJP Isa remarked that the
army was conducting busi-
ness and had set up mar-
riage halls on military lands.
He then sought assurance
from the attorney general
that the army would remain

the “protector” and not do
any business.

“Can you get this as-
surance?” CJP Isa asked the
attorney general. He also
added that everyone should
work as per their mandate.

“The army should do
its own work and courts
will do their job,” said CJP
Isa.

In response, AGP
Mansoor Usman Awan
stated that as per principle,
everyone should do their
job.

However, CJP Isa in-
sisted that if the AGP had
the directives then he
should give the assurance to
the court.

KARACHI (APP): US
Deputy Chief of Mission
Andrew Schofer called on
Mayor Karachi Barrister
Murtaza Wahab on
Wednesday in his office
and discussed with him
matters of mutual interest
including the process of
development and progress
in Karachi and other issues.

US Consul General in
Karachi Conrad Tribble,
Political Officer Weldon
Montgomery and Political
Specialist Saleh Shah were
also in the delegation. In
contrast, Mayor Karachi’s
spokesperson for Political
Affairs Karamullah Waqasi,
Deputy Parliamentary
Leader in the city council
Dil Muhammad, Juman
Darwan and Muhammad
Hanif Chattani were also
present on the occasion.

Mayor Karachi Bar-
rister Murtaza Wahab in-
formed the delegation about
the recent general elections
in the country.

He said that the Paki-

stan People’s Party has
won in six divisions of
Sindh, out of the 25 towns
of Karachi. The elected
chairman of the People’s
Party in 13 towns are per-
forming their duties
whereas Jamaat-e-Islami
have their chairmen in nine
towns of Karachi, he said.

He said that the big-
gest challenge of Karachi is
water and sewage prob-
lems, transport, infrastruc-
ture, public space, con-
struction of parks are also
big challenges for Karachi.

He said that Karachi
is the business center of Pa-
kistan and Karachi needs to
be improved to promote the
economic and commercial
activities of the country.

He said that specific
information technology
zones can be created in
Karachi and for this suffi-
cient space is available,
therefore international
companies can invest
heavily in the I.T sector in
Karachi.

WASHINGTON (INP):
President of United States
Joe Biden is aware of the
general election held on
February 8 in Pakistan, the
White House said.

The Press Secretary
of White House Karine
Jean-Pierre told report-
ers  at  her dai ly news
conference,  that  the
President is very much
aware of millions of Pa-
kistanis who turned out
to vote last week, includ-
ing record numbers of
Pakistani women, mem-
bers of religious and eth-
nic minority groups, and
young voters.

She congratulated the
Pakistani people for par-

ticipating in general elec-
tions 2024 — including poll
workers, civil society mem-
bers, journalists and elec-
tion observers who pro-
tected Pakistan’s demo-
cratic and electoral institu-
tions.

Jean-Pierre maintained
that the US is proud to
stand with like-minded de-
mocracies, as it consistently
conveys clearly, both pub-
licly and privately, to the
Pakistani government and
across the Pakistani politi-
cal spectrum the need to
respect the will of the Pa-
kistani people and ensure a
transparent election pro-
cess. It is critical, and it is
obviously important.

KARACHI (APP): The
Caretaker Federal Minster
for National Health Ser-
vices, Regulations and Co-
ordination, Dr. Nadeem Jan,
Wednesday, inaugurated a
project of expansion and
revamping of Active Phar-
maceutical Ingredient (API)
manufacturing facility at
DrugPharma Chemicals.

It is the second
project under endeavor of
revival and invigorating do-
mestic production of API
and at completion of the
project the production ca-
pacity of the Drugpharma
would increase in a phased
manner from existing 52000
liters to over 105000 liters
by end of the year.

The federal minister

speaking at the occasion
said that APIs are used as
basic ingredient in medi-
cines of different disease
and their enhanced indig-
enous production will not
only lessen reliance on API
imports but it will also help
reducing the price of medi-
cines and improving qual-
ity and availability of the
basic pharmaceutical ingre-
dients in the country.

He said that medicines
and other pharmaceutical
products manufactured in
Pakistan were in a great de-
mand in Central Asia as well
as in African countries and
we can enhance our exports
by ensuring expansion op-
portunities the local phar-
maceutical sector.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf se-
nior leader Ali Muhammad
Khan on Wednesday said
that PTI wants talks with
all political stakeholders.

Talking to a private Tv
news channel, Ali
Muhammad Khan said that
we need to play a construc-
tive role in parliament in-
stead of protests and sit-
ins.

He lashed out at
former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, saying that
how would he propagate
against corruption when he
is in a coalition government

with PPP co-chairman Asif
Ali Zardari.

Ali Muhammad re-
gretted that party member’s
resignation from parliament
but it was the party’s deci-
sion and “we had to stand
by it” he added.

Ali Muhammad
Khan called on the Presi-
dent to extend an invita-
tion to the largest politi-
cal party [PTI] for gov-
ernment formation.

On Tuesday, Ali
Muhammad Khan hinted to
engage in discussions with
political leaders of PML-N
and PPP on national issues.
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Hard to ‘move on’
The caretaker prime minister recently asserted that
the nation has “accepted” the election results and
that we must, therefore, “move on”. With all due
respect, this seems like an overly optimistic take
on a terribly messy situation.

As is evident from the slew of petitions being
filed against the results, very few seem interested
in ‘moving on’. In fact, the results are so unac-
ceptable to certain stakeholders that, in some in-
stances, political rivals are setting aside their dif-
ferences to challenge them as one.

Similarly, the PM’s dismissal of concerns over
tampered results, based on the simplistic asser-
tion that people “believe that rigging was commit-
ted because the mobile service was suspended
and results were delayed by 36 hours”, is a falla-
cious framing of a highly serious matter. The rig-
ging accusations have much more to do with the
suspicious conduct of many returning officers,
which the PM conveniently glossed over in his
eagerness to prove critics wrong.

Whether or not he feels it to be his “moral
duty”, the PM should not be defending the ECP
and its decidedly poor management of the election
exercise. Nor does it seem appropriate for him to
be summarily dismissing the concerns over elec-
tion rigging, especially when the complaints are
being taken to election tribunals and courts.

It also seems irresponsible of him to blame
political parties for “failing to enact effective leg-
islation” as the reason why the polls became con-
troversial, instead of letting them take the matter
up with the ECP. It is also strange that Mr Kakar is
still having trouble deciding what ‘free and fair’
means.

The night before the election, he told a for-
eign interviewer that he “could not guarantee” free
and fair polls because the idea was “very subjec-
tive”. Now, he is insisting that the “process” was
free and fair and that anyone who disagrees with
this assessment is wrong.

Such unwarranted self-assurance and disre-
gard for consequence would perhaps be more eas-
ily overlooked in a popularly elected leader secure
in their office. However, they seem more than a
little jarring when coming from an individual en-
trusted with the office to do just one job. The na-
tion will, indeed, move on in good time. The politi-
cal system will work through its present challenges
and evolve.

However, the people will not be gas-lit into
accepting less than what they deserve. The ECP
will be held accountable for its failure to organise
a smooth transfer of power from one elected gov-
ernment to the next.

It is only its disastrous mismanagement of the
election process that is to blame for the growing
controversy over rigging, not the media, which
simply fulfilled its responsibility by acting as a
check on the counting process. The government
should accept this simple fact and move on.

PTI’s Challenges: Stolen & reserved
seats, and shifting loyalties

By Qamar Bashir

Press Secretary to the
President (Rtd);

Former Press Minister
at Embassy of

Pakistan to France;
Former MD, SRBC

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) finds i tself em-
broiled in a multifaceted
crisis, grappling with sig-
nificant challenges that
threaten its political
standing and influence in
both the National and Pro-
vincial Assemblies. At the
heart of this turmoil is a
contentious legal struggle
to reclaim seats that PTI
alleges were unjust ly
wrested from its grasp,
amidst accusations of a bi-
ased Election Commission
and state machinery os-
tensibly arrayed against it.
This situation is further
compounded by the unset-
tling trend of PTI-en-
dorsed candidates, who
secured their victories
largely through the party’s
support and the charis-
matic appeal of its former
chairman, Imran Khan,
now defecting under the
pressures of coercion or
the allure of incentives.

Faced with this pre-
carious scenario, PTI’s
ability to retain its elected
representatives is se-
verely constrained, leaving
the party in a vulnerable
position. The shifting al-
legiances of its candidates
not only undermine PTI’s
legislative strength but
also pose profound ques-
tions about party loyalty
and political integrity in
Pakistan’s tumultuous po-
litical landscape.

In response to these
daunting challenges, PTI
must tread carefully, ad-
hering scrupulously to the

stipulations of the Elec-
tions Act, 2017 (Section
104). This legal frame-
work, while offering a
pathway to address griev-
ances, also demands me-
ticulous compliance and
strategic acumen from
PTI as it seeks to navigate
these turbulent waters.
The party’s journey ahead
is fraught with legal, po-
litical, and ethical hurdles,
requiring a delicate balance
between legal recourse,
political strategy, and the
maintenance of its core
principles and public im-
age.

Given this legal con-
text, PTI’s options to pre-
vent defections are prima-
rily political rather than le-
gal. They may engage in
negotiations or employ
party-level strategies to
retain their members. It
may rely on internal rules
or moral suasion to influ-
ence members’ loyalty.
Legally, the party should
rely on pre-election agree-
ments, if any, or party
constitutions that candi-
dates may have agreed to,
which might include
clauses related to party
loyalty or penalties for de-
fection PTI could explore
enforcing these agree-
ments.

However, the en-
forceability of such agree-
ments is contingent upon
their specific terms and
compatibility with Paki-
stani law. Additionally,
PTI could consider filing
election petitions if there
is substantial evidence of
electoral fraud or malprac-
tice associated with the
defection. Nonetheless,
the effectiveness of these
legal measures is uncertain,
given the lack of clear
statutory provisions ad-
dressing post-election
party loyalty. In
Pakistan’s political land-
scape, such issues of de-
fection and party loyalty
have historically been
more amenable to politi-
cal resolutions rather than
legal interventions.

In  the case of reserve
seats, PTI has limited op-
tions.  Since PTI could not
file the initial list submis-

sion reflecting the party’s
eventual electoral strength
or diversity, PTI could ex-
plore forming alliances or
negotiating coalition agree-
ments with other parties.
These political maneuvers
would involve discussions
around policy concessions
or legislative support in
exchange for backing PTI’s
nominees for key posi-
tions, thereby indirectly
enhancing their represen-
tation in the assembly.
Such alliances not only
require adept negotiation
skills but also a willingness
to engage in give-and-take,
balancing the party’s im-
mediate needs with its
long-term policy objec-
tives.

PTI faces formidable
challenges in its quest for
justice concerning allega-
tions of extensive electoral
rigging that ostensibly
transformed its potential
victories and defeats. The
party contends that it is
up against an overwhelm-
ing adversary, with accu-
sations that the entire
Election Commission,
along with various state in-
stitutions, is determined
to thwart PTI’s aspira-
tions for a majority gov-
ernment, particularly at
the federal level. This per-
ceived alliance against PTI
is accused of employing a
wide array of tactics, both
within and beyond the le-
gal framework, to system-
atically undermine the
party’s electoral success
and political influence.

The avenues avail-
able to PTI for contesting
these allegations and seek-
ing redress are notably
constrained under these
circumstances. The
party’s bat tle is not
merely legal but also
deeply political, entailing
a struggle against a net-
work of powerful forces
allegedly aligned in oppo-
si tion. This situation
places PTI in a precarious
position, necessitating a
multifaceted strategy that
goes beyond conventional
legal challenges. It requires
mobilizing public support,
international advocacy for
fair play, and engaging in

diplomatic channels to
highlight the perceived in-
justices. The party’s en-
deavor to overturn the al-
leged manipulation and se-
cure its rightful place in the
political arena is a testa-
ment to the turbulent na-
ture of democratic pro-
cesses in contexts where
the impartiality of elec-
toral bodies and state in-
stitutions is called into
question.

The electoral frame-
work in Pakistan, as de-
lineated by the Elections
Act, 2017, is structured to
uphold the sanctity and
integrity of the voting
process through a series of
meticulous procedures and
checks. From the initial
step of voter identifica-
tion, which leverages both
traditional ID cards and
advanced technologies like
biometric verification, to
the methodical issuance
and tracking of ballot pa-
pers marked with indelible
ink, the system is designed
to mitigate the risks of im-
personation and double
voting. The public an-
nouncement of provisional
results,  followed by a
transparent consolidation
process in the presence of
contesting candidates or
their representatives, fur-
ther enhances the credibil-
ity of the electoral pro-
cess. These procedural
safeguards, coupled with
the option for any griev-
ances to be thoroughly in-
vestigated by Election
Tribunals, including the
verification of thumb im-
pressions against electoral
rolls, form a robust frame-
work intended to deter and
detect malfeasance.

However, the effi-
cacy of this system in de-
livering justice, particu-
larly in the face of alle-
gations of widespread
rigging, hinges on the in-
tegrity with which these
procedures are imple-
mented. While the law
provides a comprehen-
sive blueprint to safe-
guard electoral integrity,
i ts success ult imately
depends on the impartial
execution by election of-
ficials and the vigilant

oversight  by polit ical
parties, candidates, and
civil society.

The provisions for
legal recourse and the es-
tablishment of Election
Tribunals serve as a criti-
cal backstop, offering a
pathway to challenge and
rectify potential irregu-
larities. This multi-lay-
ered approach, combin-
ing preventive measures
with mechanisms for re-
dress, embodies the leg-
islative intent to create a
foolproof electoral sys-
tem. Yet, the true mea-
sure of its effectiveness
lies in its application, un-
derscoring the impor-
tance of vigilance, trans-
parency, and accountabil-
ity at every stage of the
electoral process.

In the intricate tap-
estry of Pakistan’s po-
litical arena, PTI emerges
as the dominant force at
the Centre, yet finds it-
self short of achieving a
simple majori ty.  This
scenario necessitates al-
liances for governance,
but ideological rifts with
major parties like PPP
and PML(N) sharp ly
l imi t  PTI’s  opt ions ,
s teer ing i t  towards  a
probable tenure in oppo-
s i t ion.  This  posi t ion
compels PTI to focus on
reclaiming what it alleges
are  i ts  unfai r ly los t
seats, while navigating
the complex dynamics of
parliamentary politics.

Desp ite the  chal-
lenging circumstances,
there’s a simmering dis-
course among PTI lead-
ers about the potential
for a coalition with PPP.
Such  a  par tnership ,
though fraught with com-
plexities due to funda-
mental ideological diver-
gences, holds a glimmer
of possibility.

Realizing this alli-
ance would require ex-
cep t io n a l  d ip lo mat i c
finesse and a willing-
ness to engage in prag-
matic policy compro-
mi ses .  F o r  P TI ,  t h i s
path demands a strate-
g i c  r e c a l i b r a t i o n  t o
fo rg e  a  u n i t e d  f ro n t
with PPP, ensuring that

governance is marked
by cohesion and effec-
t i v e n e s s  d e s p i t e  t h e
underlying ideological
disparities.

C o n v e r s e l y,  i n
provinces l ike Punjab
and Sindh, where PTI is
not the dominant force,
the party faces a more
complex si tuat ion.  In
Punjab, where PML(N)
leads, and Sindh, pre-
dominantly under PPP
control, PTI’s prospects
for forming a govern-
ment are slim. The po-
litical dynamics in these
regions might  compel
PTI to adopt a role in
the opposition, focusing
on legislative influence
and preparing for future
electoral opportunities.
Whereas,  Balochistan
offers a unique challenge
where  P TI  d idn ’ t  d o
well  compared to  any
other national party.

Navigating the tu-
mul tu ou s  wa te rs  o f
Pakistan’s political land-
scape, PTI stands at a
crossroads, facing daunt-
ing challenges that test
its resilience, strategic
acumen, and ideological
commi tment .  Th e
party’s struggle to re-
claim its allegedly stolen
seats, counter the shift-
ing loyalties of its rep-
resentatives, and grapple
with the complexities of
forming alliances under-
lines the intricate bal-
ance between political
pragmatism and prin-
cipled governance. As
PTI  endeavors  to  so-
l i d i fy i t s  p os i t io n ,
whether in governance or
opposition, its actions
will not only shape its
own future but also have
profound implications
for the democratic fab-
ric of Pakistan. The path
PTI chooses to pursue
in this critical juncture
will be a testament to its
vision for the nation, its
commitment to justice,
and its capacity to navi-
gate the intricate inter-
play of power, loyalty,
and ideology in the quest
for a more transparent
and accountable political
order.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman in a group photo with delegation of overseas
Pakistani business community from UK, Europe, Muscat and Oman led by Chaudhry Khalid Mehmood
Hanjara and Tafazul Hussain at Governor House.

LAHORE: Chairman of All Pakistan Textile Mills Association Punjab
Kamran Arshad addressing a press conference.

Project for enhancing domestic
pharmaceutical ingredients

production inaugurated
KARACHI (APP): The
Caretaker Federal Minster
for National Health
Services, Regulations and
Coordination, Dr. Nadeem
Jan, Wednesday,
inaugurated a project of
expansion and revamping
of Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredient (API)
manufacturing facility at
DrugPharma Chemicals.

It is the second
project under endeavor of
revival and invigorating
domestic production of

API and at completion of
the project the production
capacity of the
Drugpharma would
increase in a phased manner
from existing 52000 liters
to over 105000 liters by
end of the year.

The federal minister
speaking at the occasion
said that APIs are used as
basic ingredient in
medicines of different
disease and their enhanced
indigenous production will
not only lessen reliance on

API imports but it will
also help reducing the price
of medicines and
improving quality and
availability of the basic
pharmaceutical ingredients
in the country.

He said that
medicines and other
pharmaceutical products
manufactured in Pakistan
were in a great demand in
Central Asia as well as in
African countries and we
can enhance our exports by
ensuring expansion

opportunities the local
pharmaceutical sector.

Increase in export of
pharmaceutical products
will also contribute
significantly in ensuring
the availability of quality
medicines on appropriate
prices across the country,
he added.

“Since formation of
caretaker government, I
have pursued a three
pronged strategy in health
sector with core objectives
of health sector reforms.

Overseas Pak business
community can play vital
role in stabilizing economy

LAHORE (Online):
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman has said that
overseas Pakistani
business community can
play an important role in
stabilizing the country’s
economy by exporting
agricultural products to
European and other
countries. He expressed
these views during a
meeting with the overseas
Pakistani business

community delegation
from UK, Europe, Muscat
and Oman led by
Chaudhry Khalid
Mehmood Hanjara and
Tafazul Hussain at
Governor House Lahore.

Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rahman said that overseas
Pakistanis are the asset of
the country.

He said that they are
contributing to the
country’s economy by

sending remittances to
Pakistan. He said that
overseas Pakistanis should
play a robust role in
increasing exports .
Governor Punjab further said
that Pakistan offers conducive
business environment to
foreign investors, adding that
the government through the
Special Investment
Facilitation Council has
facilitated foreign investors to
invest in  agriculture and other
sectors.

PSX continues with
bullish trend, gains

926 more points

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity reported
at Port Qasim where four
ships namely, Bow
Endeavor, Epic Sunter,
Lokoja and Stockholm
Eagle, carrying Palm oil,
LPG, LNG and Coal,
berthed at Liquid Terminal,
Engro Terminal, Gas
Terminal and Bulk Terminal
respectively during last 24
hours.

Meanwhile two more
ship, Visayas and America
scheduled to load/ offload
Rice and Containers are
also arrived at outer
anchorage of the Port
Qasim during the same
period.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) continued with
bullish trend on
Wednesday, gaining 926.92
points, a positive change
of 1.51 percent, closing at
62,153.84 points against
61,226.93 points the
previous trading day.

A total of
303,886,073 shares valuing
Rs.14.687 billion were
traded during the day as
compared to 435,549,576
shares valuing Rs.15.972
billion the last day.

Some 342 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 267 of
them recorded gains and 56
sustained losses, whereas
the share prices of 19
remained unchanged.

The three top-
trading companies were
K-Electric Limited with
33,417,936 shares at Rs
4.47 per share, Oil and
Gas Development with
32,231,367 shares at Rs
122.01 per share and Pak
Petroleum with
15,505,464 shares at Rs
107.37 per share.

Qadir Bakhsh says:

Thematic design ideas for
new banknote series to be
submitted till March 11

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Director Finance of the
State Bank Pakistan Qadir
Bakhsh Wednesday said
that SBP was organizing an
art competition to develop
innovative and thematic
design ideas for new
banknotes where local
artists, designers and art
students would submit
their final designs by
March 11.

Talking to private
news channel, he said that
the final designs would be
submitted to the federal

government for  approval
and the process of issuing
the new series of banknotes
would involves a number
of steps, adding, cash
prizes would be awarded
to top three entries in each
of the current seven
denominations.

The director
explained that after the art
competition, the selected
design ideas and themes
would be shared with
professional banknote
designers chosen through a
competitive process.

EDOTCO Pakistan spearheads
sustainable development,

community wellbeing in 2023
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: EDOTCO
Pakistan, a key player in
the telecommunications
infrastructure industry
marked a significant
stride in its dedication to
Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) in
2023. The company’s
commitment to enriching
underprivileged commu-
nities, particularly in ar-
eas with limited access to
grid power, culminated in
the successful execution
of the Tower to Commu-
nity (T2C) initiative.

The visionary
project, centered in Tehsil
Kabir Wala, Multan, not
only supplied clean en-

ergy to adjacent house-
holds but also set a
benchmark in integrating
sustainable energy prac-
tices with societal
upliftment. By tapping
into solar energy,
EDOTCO Pakistan
innovatively utilized its
towers not just as telecom
infrastructure to connect
the unconnected, but
also as power sources for
neighboring off-grid
homes. This initiative un-
derscores the company’s
role in driving sustainable
development and ce-
menting its unwavering
dedication to enhancing
community welfare and
livelihoods. In its con-

tinuous pursuit to com-
munity welfare, EDOTCO
Pakistan also introduced
the Occupational Health
and Safety (OHS) school
program, a pioneering
step in promoting health
and safety awareness.
The program was piloted
in Islamabad and the
Mansehra District, re-
flecting the company’s
proactive stance in creat-
ing a safer and more
health-conscious envi-
ronment.

Implemented initially
at the Mansehra Public
School & College in April
2023, and subsequently
at the Pehli Kiran
Schools.

Saqib Ateel says:

Early sown cotton
yields more production

MULTAN (APP):
Secretary Agriculture
South Punjab Saqib Ateel
said on Wednesday that
early sowing of cotton was
yielding handsome
production and the trend
was on the rise in the
region.

While chairing a
meeting here, Saqib Ateel
said that early sowing
increased production by
reducing expenditures.

The trend of early
sowing was being
witnessed in Multan,

Sahiwal, Sargodha and
Faisalabad divisions.

Saqib directed
officials to guide farmers
on breaking hard soil,
triple-gene cultivation, and
implementation of the IPM
model.

He also stressed the
importance of prioritizing
national interests over
personal gains. He
highlighted how cotton,
being a unique crop, can
significantly contribute to
the country’s economy in
a short period.
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International News
Gaza truce talks open

as Erdogan due in Cairo
Monitoring Desk

CAIRO: Officials from the
US, Egypt, Israel and Qatar
met in Cairo on Tuesday in
another bid to agree a Gaza
truce as calls grew for Is-
rael to hold back on a
planned assault on the
enclave’s southernmost
city, crammed with over a
million displaced
people.Renewed efforts
were underway to secure a
truce in a war whose im-
pact has rippled across the
Middle East. Egypt’s state-
linked Al Qahera News said
talks had begun involving
US, Qatari, Egyptian and
Israeli officials.

CIA director William
Burns met Mossad chief
David Barnea in Cairo for a
new round of talks on a
Qatari-brokered plan to
temporarily halt fighting in
exchange for Hamas freeing

Dismantling UNRWA
a ‘disaster’ for

Gaza: chief
now to genuinely find a po-
litical solution, and it would
be a disaster that, just be-
fore it, we get rid of…
UNRWA,” Lazzarini told
reporters. UNRWA is the
main aid organisation in the
Gaza Strip, which is now
gripped by a serious humani-
tarian crisis due to the war.

Earlier, Israel’s foreign
minister called Saturday for
Lazzarini, who said the
Rafah situation was
“deeply concerning”, with
people “anxious and in
fear” of a major military
assault “in the middle of a
sea of displaced people”.

Putin signs law to confiscate
assets of those convicted of

discrediting the Russian army

Jailed Thai
ex-PM to be

freed, says minister
Monitoring Desk

BANGKOK: Jailed former
Thai prime minister
Thaksin Shinawatra is to be
freed, the kingdom’s justice
minister said Tuesday, pos-
sibly as soon as the week-
end — just six months af-
ter returning from 15 years
of self-imposed exile.

The controversial bil-
lionaire, twice elected pre-
mier and ousted in a 2006
military coup, was jailed for
eight years on graft and abuse
of power charges in August,
but within days had his sen-
tence cut to one year by King
Maha Vajiralongkorn.

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
signed a law Wednesday
that will allow authorities
to confiscate money, valu-
ables and other assets from
people convicted of
spreading “deliberately
false information” about the
country’s military. The bill
sailed through the lower and
upper houses of the Rus-
sian parliament, and was
unanimously endorsed by
the upper house last week.

The speaker of the

lower house, Vyacheslav
Volodin, said the measure in-
cludes harsher punishment
for “traitors who sling mud
at our country and our
troops” and would “strip
those scoundrels of honorary
titles, confiscate their assets,
money and other valuables.”

Russian officials have
used the existing law
against “discrediting” the
military that covers of-
fenses such as “justifying
terrorism” and spreading
“fake news” about the
armed forces.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Dismantling the
UN agency for Palestinian
refugees would be a disas-
ter, its chief said Tuesday,
as pressure rose after Israel
said it had found a Hamas
tunnel beneath its Gaza
headquarters. UNRWA
chief Philippe Lazzarini
called for an independent in-
vestigation once the con-
flict is over, looking into the
tunnel allegations and the
destruction of UN premises
in the Gaza Strip.

“Maybe after this cata-
clysm which has hit the re-
gion in Gaza, it might be time

NIA’s plea for
death penalty for

Yasin Malik–
Delhi court

defers hearing
NEW DELHI (INP): The
Delhi High Court, today, de-
ferred the hearing on the Na-
tional Investigation Agency’s
plea for the death sentence
for Jammu and Kashmir Lib-
eration Front Chairman
Muhammad Yasin Malik.
Previously sentenced to life
imprisonment, Yasin Malik,
faces allegations of involve-
ment in what legal experts
term as fake cases. Some ob-
servers even fear that the
Modi government aims to ex-
ecute the Kashmiri leader for
political gains in the upcom-
ing elections in India.

hostages. The two intelli-
gence chiefs were joined by
Qatar’s prime minister and
Egyptian officials, while
Turkish President is due in
Cairo for talks on Wednes-
day (today).

A Palestinian official
said, “The sides are look-
ing for a formula that will
be acceptable to Hamas,
who says it is only pos-
sible to sign a deal once it
is based on an Israeli com-
mitment to ending its war
and pulling out its forces
from Gaza.”

A proposal thrashed
out with Israeli negotiators
in Paris last month has gone
back and forth between the
two sides.

“Hamas and the
[other] factions are await-
ing the outcome of the
Cairo meetings, and Hamas
is open to discussing any

President Tayyip Erdogan meets with Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
in Cairo, Egypt.

initiative that achieves an
end to aggression and war,”
a Hamas official told AFP
on condition of anonymity.

The quest for a
ceasefire comes after the
United States and the
United Nations warned Is-
rael against carrying out a
ground offensive into
Rafah, the southernmost
Gaza city where more than
a million Palestinians are
trapped.

The official said
Hamas had told the partici-
pants it does not trust Is-
rael not to renew the war if
the Israeli prisoners being
held by Palestinians are re-
leased.

The prisoners have
been detained by Hamas
since Oct 7 to pressurise
Israeli forces to stop unend-
ing assaults on the people
of Palestine.

NATO chief hails record defense
spending and warns that Trump’s

remarks undermine security

Ukrainian military says
it sank a Russian landing

ship in the Black Sea

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: NATO Secre-
tary-General Jens
Stoltenberg said Wednesday
that European allies and
Canada have ramped up de-
fense spending to record lev-
els, as he warned that former
U.S. President Donald
Trump was undermining
their security by calling into
question the U.S. commit-
ment to its allies. Stoltenberg
said that U.S. partners in
NATO have spent $600 bil-
lion more on their military
budgets since 2014, when
Russia’s annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula in
Ukraine prompted the allies
to reverse the spending cuts
they had made after the Cold
War ended.

“Last year we saw an
unprecedented rise of 11%
across European allies and
Canada,” Stoltenberg told
reporters on the eve of a
meeting of the organization’s

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Ukraine’s military
said Wednesday it used na-
val drones to sink a Rus-
sian landing ship in the Black
Sea, a report that has not
been confirmed by Russian
authorities.

The Caesar Kunikov
amphibious ship sank near
Alupka, a city on the south-
ern edge of the Crimean
Peninsula that Moscow
annexed in 2014, Ukraine’s
General Staff said. It said
the ship can carry 87 crew
members.

Sinking the vessel
would be another embar-
rassing blow for the Rus-
sian Black Sea fleet and a
significant success for
Ukraine 10 days before the
second anniversary of
Russia’s full-scale invasion
on Feb. 24, 2022.

Kremlin spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov refused
to comment on the claim
during a conference call with
reporters Wednesday. He
said questions should be
addressed to the Russian

military.
Ukraine has moved

onto the defensive in the
war, hindered by low am-
munition supplies and a
shortage of personnel, but
has kept up its strikes be-
hind the largely static
1,500-kilometer (930-mile)
front line.

It is the second time
in two weeks that Ukrai-
nian forces have said they
sank a Russian vessel in the
Black Sea. Last week, they
published a video that they
said showed naval drones
assaulting the Russian mis-
sile-armed corvette
Ivanovets.

Ukraine’s Military In-
telligence, known by its
Ukrainian acronym GUR,
said its special operations
unit “Group 13” sank the
Caesar Kunikov using
Magura V5 sea drones on
Wednesday.

Explosions damaged
the vessel on its left side, it
said, though a heavily ed-
ited video it released was
unclear.

defense ministers in Brus-
sels. In 2014, NATO lead-
ers committed to move to-
ward spending 2% of their
gross domestic product on
defense within a decade. It
has mostly been slow going,
but Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine two years ago fo-
cused minds. The 2% figure
is now considered a mini-
mum requirement.

“This year I expect 18
allies to spend 2% of the
GDP on defense. That is an-
other record number and a
six-fold increase from 2014
when only three allies met
the target,” Stoltenberg said.
On Saturday, Trump, the
front-runner in the U.S. for
the Republican Party’s
nomination this year, said
he once warned that he
would allow Russia to do
whatever it wants to
NATO members that are
“delinquent” in devoting
2% of GDP to defense.

President Joko Widodo and First Lady Iriana cast
their ballots at a polling station during the general
election in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Indonesia counts votes
in presidential race amid
calls for clean election
Monitoring Desk

DHAKA: Indonesian au-
thorities were counting
votes cast on Wednesday in
the world’s biggest single-
day election, headlined by
the race to succeed Presi-
dent Joko Widodo, whose
influence could determine
who takes the country’s
helm.

The race to replace
Widodo,  popularly
known as Jokowi, pits
two former governors,
Ganjar Pranowo and
Anies Baswedan, against

controversial frontrunner
Prabowo Subianto, the
defence minister and a
former special  forces
commander feared in the
1990s as a top lieutenant
of Indonesia’s late
strongman ruler Suharto.

Initial indications of
the result are expected to
emerge later on Wednes-
day, based on indepen-
dent pollsters’  ‘quick
counts’  o f  publ ic ly
counted votes from a
sampl ing of s ta t ions
across the country.

Microsoft says
it caught hackers

from China,
Russia, Iran

using its AI tools
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: State-
backed hackers from Rus-
sia, China, and Iran have
been using tools from
Microsoft-backed OpenAI
to hone their skills and trick
their targets, according to a
report published on
Wednesday.

Microsoft said in its
report it had tracked hack-
ing groups affiliated with
Russian military intelli-
gence, Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard, and the Chinese and
North Korean governments
as they tried to perfect their
hacking campaigns using
large language models.
Those computer
programmes, often called ar-
tificial intelligence, draw on
massive amounts of text to
generate human-sounding
responses.

The company an-
nounced the find as it rolled
out a blanket ban on state-
backed hacking groups us-
ing its AI products. “Inde-
pendent of whether there’s
any violation of the law or
any violation of terms of
service.

LAHORE: Federal Minister for IT and Communication Dr. Umar Saif
witnesses an MoU of Treatment And Prevention Of Heart Attack between
NHATI (National Heart Attack and Treatment Initiative), Pakistan Society
of Interventional Cardiology (PSIC) and National Information Technology
Board (NITB). PSIC President Prof. Zubair Akram, Vice President Prof.
Dr. Nauman Naseer (Focal Person of the Institute) and NITB Chairman Dr.
Babar Majeed Bhatti also participate the signing ceremony.

KP Governor inaugurates
IT lab at AUST

HAVELIAN (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Haji
Ghulam Ali on Wednesday
inaugurated a free IT lab at
Abbottabad University of
Science and Technology
(AUST) to foster
technological education
and promote sustainable
practices.

Addressing the
gathering, Governor KP
emphasized the
significance of Free IT
Labs in Fourth Generation
Universities and
applauded Abbottabad
University’s efforts to
obtain projects in
information technology
from global countries. He
advocated for educational
systems that prioritize
skill acquisition over job

pursuit and stressed the
importance of empowering
youth in the present era.

He further outlined
plans to beautify the
university’s vacant land
and enhance its
atmosphere by planting
10,000 trees. He
underlined the importance
of student involvement in
the university’s care and
beautification efforts.

He urged students to
utilize information
technology tools
responsibly to shape a
better future for
themselves and society.

Speaking on the
occasion, Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Malik Mujaddad
ur Rehman underscored the
importance of nurturing
talent and ability among the

province’s youth to
empower them as valuable
assets to the nation and
society.

During the event, it
was revealed that AUST has
generated approximately
$47,000 from various
international-level projects
in information technology.
Furthermore, nearly 400
deserving and
underprivileged students
have been provided
scholarships that reflect the
university’s commitment to
inclusive education.Dr.
Rahman also highlighted the
significant advancements
including the resolution of
the university’s land issue
and the complete
elimination of the electricity
bill through a $9 million
investment in solar energy.

CM orders foolproof
security for PSL-9

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has ordered
to undertaker excellent
arrangements to ensure
foolproof security for
Pakistan Super League
(PSL) 9 and for facilitation
of cricket lovers.

Presided over a special
meeting with regard to
undertaking security and
other arrangements to hold
PSL-9 here on Wednesday,
Mohsin Naqvi directed to
implement the formulated
security plan in its true
spirit for the cricket matches

to be played in Rawalpindi,
Multan and Lahore. It was
informed during the briefing
that more than 16,000
police personnel will
perform their security
duties during the PSL
matches. A security plan for
the matches to be played in
Lahore, Rawalpindi and
Multan has been chalked
out. The matches of PSL-9
are going to be launched
from Feb 17. The CM
directed to carry out
effective management to
maintain traffic flow during
the matches adding that the
traffic closure time should be

minimized keeping in view
facilitation of the people. He
directed to timely impart
awareness to the citizens
about the alternate routes
through the media, saying
that the  institutions
concerned and departments
by keeping a close liaison
should diligently perform
their duties. The
arrangements should match
with the significance of
holding a big tournament
like PSL. The cricket lovers
should be provided a
peaceful and secure
environment to watch
cricket matches.

MoU signed between
NIT Board and PSIC for
prevention of heart diseases
LAHORE (APP):  A
memorandum of
understanding (MOU) for
mutual cooperation was
signed between the National
Information Technology
Board (NITB) and the
Pakistan Society of
International Cardiology
(PSIC) for the prevention and
treatment of heart diseases.

Under the agreement,
the National Information
Technology Board (NITB)

will provide digital and
technical cooperation to the
Pakistan Society of
International Cardiology
(PSIC) for data preparation
and research for the
prevention and treatment of
heart diseases, including heart
attacks. The signing
ceremony for the agreement
took place at a local hotel here
in the presence of Federal
Minister for Information
Technology Dr. Umar Saif.

Two dead
bodies of

boys recovered
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Two dead bodies of boys
were recovered from an
under-construction plaza in
Chandni Chowk,
Rawalpindi here on
Wednesday. Rescue 1122
teams were immediately
rushed to the crime scene.
According to the Media
Coordinator, Rescue 1122
Rawalpindi Muhammad
Usman Gujjar said that
there were no apparent
injuries on the dead bodies.

FAISALABAD: UAF Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
Iqrar Ahmad Khan while CI Chinese Dean Dr Zhou
Changming, cutting cake during celebrate
Chinese New Year Happy Spring Festival at
Confucius Institute (CI)  University of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF) on late night.

LAHORE: Women police and members of civil
society lit candles during candle light vigil to pay
tribute to the martyrs of police officers at Faisal
Chowk, in the Provincial Capital.

Hearing of Ramzan sugar
mills reference against

Shehbaz, Hamza adjourned
LAHORE (Online):
Accountability Court (AC)
has adjourned till March 12
hearing of Ramzan sugar
mills reference against
PML-N president and
nominated Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his son
Hamza Shehbaz.

Ali Zulqarnain Awan,
judge of AC heard the
reference Wednesday.

Anwar Hussain
advocate representative of
Shehbaz Sharif got
attendance  completed.
Hamza Shehbaz did not

appear in the court. One
day exemption plea  from
attendance  was filed on his
behalf.  The court accepted
the plea. The court while
summoning the arguments
on the petition of
permanent exemption of
Hamza Shehbaz from
attendance adjourned the
hearing till March 12.

Shehbaz Sharif and
Hamza Shehbaz are charged
with constructing nullah
from national kitty.

NAB Lahore has filed
reference in AC Lahore.

KP’s CM nominee
Gandapur vows to work
for uplift of province

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP):  Ali Amin
Gandapur, nominee for the
slot of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s chief
minister, on Wednesday,
vowed to serve the people
of the province regardless
of any discrimination.

Ali Amin Gandapur,
who has been nominated
by Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf, thanked his party’s
leadership for reposing
trust in him and said that
he would alleviate the
problems of the masses.

Gandapur, a former
federal minister and
member of the national and
provincial assembly was
elected in the general
elections 2024 as a member
of the KP Assembly from
PK-113, Dera Ismail Khan.
Previously, he served as the
Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan from 2018 to
2022. Before his stint at
the federal level, Gandapur
was a member of the KP’s
provincial assembly from
2013 to 2018.

Inspector
among 4 cops

suspended over
negligence

FAISALABAD (APP):
City Police Officer (CPO)
Captain (retd) Muhammad
Ali Zia suspended four
police officials including an
inspector of
Khurarianwala police
station on the charge of
negligence from duty.

Police Spokesman
Irfan Niazi said here on
Wednesday that
Khurarianwala police had
caught an accused Amanat,
son of Charagh, a resident
of Chak No 211-RB, in a
terrorism case some time
ago. But the accused
managed to escape from the
police custody when he
was being taken to a court
from the police station.

Taking serious notice of
the incident, the CPO
Faisalabad immediately
suspended four police
officials including Inspector
Ahmad Nawaz, Sub
Inspector (SI) Akram,
Constable Asad and
Constable Akbar Ali on
the charge of negligence
from duty. The CPO also
directed the superintendent
police (SP) Jaranwala
division to probe the matter
and submit a report at the
earliest so that further
departmental action could be
taken against the responsible.

NTDC maintains transmission
line to ensure uninterrupted
power supply in Ramadan

LAHORE (APP): Following
instruction of its Managing
Director Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul
Jabbar Khan, the National
Transmission and Dispatch
Company (NTDC) is
continuing with its
comprehensive maintenance
programme for the NTDC
transmission lines and grid
stations to ensure uninterrupted
power supply across the
country during the upcoming
holy month of Ramadan.

NTCD spokesman
told media here Wednesday
that under the maintenance
programme, washing,
cleaning, replacement of
Disc Insulators and other
necessary activities are
being carried out by
respective NTDC
formations. These
activities, he added, would
increase reliability of

transmission lines and grid
stations and help ensure
uninterrupted power
supply during the Holy
month of Ramadan.

Under this program,
shutdowns were also
availed on 500kV and
220kV transmission line
circuits in the south region.
During these shutdowns,
he mentioned, the cleaning,
washing of insulators,
tightening of nut/bolts of
line hardware and
replacement of disc
insulators with RTV coated
disc Insulators on Red,
Yellow and Blue phases
were carried out. The
spokesman elaborated that
a total of 73,493 disc
insulators were washed/
cleaned at 459 locations,
9,804 disc insulators were
replaced at 55 locations.
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LARKANA: Successful and degree holder students
of SZABIST taking oath during 18th Convocation
of Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science
and Technology at SZABIST Larkana Campus.

GARHI KHUDA BUX: Peoples Party (PPP) newly
elected MPA, Adil Altaf Unar along with others are
offering and laying floral wreaths on the graves
for the peace of departed soul of Benazir Bhutto
and Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, at Bhutto Mausoleum in
Garhi Khuda Bux.

HYDERABAD: Emppolyes of Pak Altas hold a pro-
test in favor of their demands outside HPC.

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf laying the Keel of 6th NANGOR Class Submarine at Karachi Shipyard

ISLAMABAD: The signing ceremony of MoU between the Stakeholders on
Consortium Formation for Machike-Thallian-Tarujabba White Oil Pipeline
Project at SIFC Secretariat, PM Office.

MOHENJO DARO: A tourist delegation from Italy
and British are visiting and expressed keen inter-
est in the historical ruins of the World Heritage
Monuments of Mohenjo Daro.

LARKANA: Activists of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F) and Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA) are
holding protest demonstration against the alleged
rigging in General Elections 2024, in Larkana.

Pak urges ‘strict’ implementation
of Indus Waters Treaty, an

Indo-Pak water-sharing pact

Public opinion was
disregarded in Feb 8 polls
by rigging elections: Hafiz

Alleged robber
crushed by

truck in Karachi
KARACHI (INP): In a
dramatic turn of events
near Defense Mor Li-
brary in Karachi, an al-
leged robber met his de-
mise after being crushed
by a truck.

Police reports on
Wednesday indicate that
the accused attempted to
evade capture by hiding
under the truck, but tragi-
cally met his end as the ve-
hicle moved.

During the investiga-
tion, law enforcement re-
covered a pistol from the
deceased, adding to suspi-
cions of his criminal activi-
ties.

However, the identity
of the deceased remains
unknown at present.

MQM-P bars
workers from

displaying,
using weapons

KARACHI (INP): The
MQM-Pakistan on
Wednesday imposed a ban
on display as well as the
use of weapons by its
workers. The circular was
issued by MQM-P coordi-
nation committee on Tues-
day.

The circular further
said MQM-P was a peace-
ful party, use or display of
any type of weapon was
strictly prohibited. Any
worker found involved in
display of weapons or aerial
firing will be expelled from
the organization, the circu-
lar said.

Major water
pipeline bursts

in Karachi
KARACHI (INP): A major
water pipeline burst near
Ahsanabad in Karachi on
Wednesday as a result thou-
sands of gallons of water
spilled from the HTM line
onto the road.

The water supply got
affected in the area of
Kemari and West Karachi
due to damage in HTM’s
main water pipeline.

Despite the lapse of
several hours, the con-
cerned staff could not reach
the site to repair the dam-
aged line.

The residents of the
area have urged the govern-
ment and authorities con-
cerned to remove the fault
and restore their water
lines.

PPP will take all key posts,
but not responsibility,

says Muhammad Zubair

Drug peddler,
gutka supplier

arrested
KARACHI (APP): In two
separate operations con-
ducted by District
Keamari’s Mochko Police
Station on Wednesday, sus-
pects engaged in drug ped-
dling and gutka supply
were apprehended.

According to SSP
Keamari, Arif Aslam Rao,
the first operation led to
the arrest of Sajid Hussain,
accused of drug peddling,
by Mochko police station.
A case was filed following
the recovery of 65 grams of
cocaine from the suspect’s
possession.

In another operation,
a motorcyclist gutka sup-
plier was detained at the
Mochko check post near
Hub Chowki.

Indigenization is a top policy
of naval headquarters:

Chief of Naval Staff

KU discourages
drug and tobacco use

on campus

Commissioner orders to
prepare a comprehensive
plan for Ramzan Package

SMBB’s Int’l Conference
captivates  medical

professionals, researchers

DC urges
parents to

cooperate with
polio teams

SUKKUR (APP):A five-
day polio vaccination cam-
paign will start on Febru-
ary 26, in which the polio
vaccine will be administered
to children up to the age of
five.

Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Sukkur,
Fayyaz Hussain Mahesar
on Wednesday chaired a
meeting in the committee
room of his office to review
arrangements.

The meeting was at-
tended by all concerned of-
ficers including representa-
tives of the WHO, Roraty
and Red EPI.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Mahesar said that no
child up to the age of five
should be deprived of the
polio vaccine during the anti-
polio campaign. He empha-
sized the need for monitor-
ing of members of mobile
teams, transit teams, and
fixed teams on the
ground.The deputy commis-
sioner Sukkur said that polio
physically weakens children
and it is essential to adminis-
ter polio vaccine drops to
protect children from polio
and for parents to cooperate
with the polio teams.

ECP notifies 21 NA
returned candidates

from Karachi

HEC Chairman emphasized
on importance of research

for national progress

CJP directs
police to handle

blasphemy
cases with
more care

ISLAMABAD, (APP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa on
Wednesday directed the
police to handle blasphemy
cases more care and ensure
that the religion should not
be used for personal gains.

A three-member SC
bench headed the CJP and
comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and Justice Musarrat Hilali
heard the bail case of a blas-
phemy accused. The SSP
and SP Islamabad police
appeared before the court.

During the course of
proceedings, the CJP re-
marked that the Superinten-
dent of Police (SP) should
to do investigation in the
blasphemy case himself.
Whether the court should
suspend the SSP or SP on
the illegal act, he asked.

The court observed
that the police should not
enter someone’s home with-
out permission or warrants.
It noted that there was a
five-year imprisonment
sentence in Police Order
2002 for entering a house
without the warrants.

PTA escalates
efforts to combat

illegal SIM
activation

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) Zonal
Office Sukhar, in close col-
laboration with the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Cyber Crime Circle
Wednesday conducted a
successful raid against a
franchise involved in the il-
licit activation of SIMs at
Ratodero, district Larkana.

During the raid, 25
Active SIMs were discov-
ered. Furthermore, the
Franchise owner and one
other Kiosk person were
also taken into custody by
the FIA team, said a news
release issued here.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP):  A top Pakistani
diplomat Tuesday called
for “strict” implementation
of the 1960 Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT), a World
Bank-negotiated water-dis-
tribution agreement be-
tween India and Pakistan,
as he underscored the need
to address the looming wa-
ter crisis.

“Increasing water de-
mand, coupled with climate
change impacts, creates the
potential for trans-bound-
ary water disputes in sev-
eral parts of the world,”
Ambassador Munir Akram
told the UN Security
Council’s high-level debate
on the impact of climate
change and food insecurity
on international peace and
security.

“Pakistan attaches
high priority to the strict
implementation of the
Indus Waters Treaty,” the
Pakistani envoy stressed in
the course of the day-long
debate, which was con-
vened by Guyana, the
president of the Security
Council for February.
Nearly 90 countries took
part.

Pakistan, he added,
aims to reinvigorate the
Indus River basin — the
largest contiguous irrigation
system in the world, which
provides food security to
over 225 million people.

“To this end, Pakistan
has launched the multi-di-

mensional Living Indus
projects,” Ambassador
Akram told the 15-member
Council.

Noting that the dis-
putes over water – at the
state, sub-national and lo-
cal-community levels –
were rising, he said compet-
ing claims to agricultural and
animal pastures, especially
in Sub-Sahara and Central
Africa, were being exploited
by terrorist groups and
criminal gangs.

“The scramble for ex-
ploitation of fisheries and
fishing rights, and poten-
tially for seabed minerals
and resources, is causing
increased friction between
neighbouring coastal coun-
tries,” he pointed out.

“Addressing the loom-
ing water crisis will be criti-
cal,” Ambassador Akram
added.

Extreme tempera-
tures, he said, were melting
Pakistan’s glaciers at an
alarming rate, and together
with heavier monsoons,
lead to massive foods, like
the 2022 epic floods
which devastated the
country, causing damage
amounting to over US$ 30
billion.

“Urgent action is re-
quired to preserve the Hi-
malayan glaciers and
adapt to the impacts of
global warming,” the Pa-
kistani envoy told del-
egates from around the
world.

When addressing cli-
mate change, securitizing
the issue in the develop-
ment agenda must be
avoided, Ambassador
Akram said. The already
scarce funding should not
be diverted from develop-
ment and climate change
actions to security-related
approaches.

Scarci ty is the
mother of most conflicts,
he said, adding that the
best means of conflict pre-
vention is sustainable de-
velopment, achieving the
SDGs (Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals) and the cli-
mate goals.

“Unless the commit-
ments made at COP-28
and other Conferences are
implemented, “ Ambassa-
dor Akram said, “it will
become almost impossible
to achieve either the goals
of climate change or the
SDGs.”

The Security Coun-
cil, he said, could make a
singular contribution to
both the climate and de-
velopment goals – by en-
dorsing the commitments
made on climate change
and sustainable develop-
ment to transform these
into binding obligations.

Opening the debate,
UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres called on
member states to act now
to break the deadly links
between conflict, climate
and food insecurity.

KARACHI (INP): Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman, Jamaat-
e-Islami Karachi Emir ex-
pressed dissatisfaction
with the treatment of pub-
lic opinion in the February
8 polls, stating that it was
not given due respect but
rather disregarded.

He questioned the
transparency and fairness
of the polls, alleged that
they were staged and
rigged, a sentiment echoed
by international media and
the global community.

Naeemur Rehman also
cast doubt on the victory
of Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment Pakistan (MQM-P)
candidates, claimed that the
party was pre-selected be-

fore the polls took place.
He took a swipe at

the PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharif that despite
returning to conquer the
rule, he couldn’t secure vic-
tory in his constituency,
raised eyebrows about his
ability to win the
premiership.

Hafiz Naeem assured
that they would not block
roads or create inconve-
nience for the public,
pledged to exercise their
constitutional right to
peaceful protest against rig-
ging and illicit behavior in
the February 8 polls.

He emphasized that
the protest was staged in
respect of public opinion.

LARKANA (APP): The
second day of the First In-
ternational Conference on
Emerging Trends in Basic
Sciences witnessed a sig-
nificant turnout, with the
participation of faculty,
students, and professionals
from diverse medical de-
partments on Wednesday.

The conference was
organized at Chandka Medi-
cal College in collaboration
with SMBB Medical Uni-
versity and Sindh Higher
Education Commission.

The opening session
was graced by the presence
of Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Nusrat Shah after which mul-
tiple sessions were conducted
concurrently across five semi-
nar halls. Each session fo-
cused on a specific field such
as medical, dental, nursing,
pharmacy, and physio-
therapy. The conference re-
ceived a total of 198 articles
whereas, after scrutiny 96

exceptional papers were se-
lected for presentation during
the two-day conference.

Experts termed pre-
sentations from Prof.
Mohammad Ansar from
QAU, Islamabad, Prof
Kamarul Aryffin and Prof
Zul Izhar Mohd Ismail
from the University of
SAINS Malaysia, and Prof
Dileep Rohra from Saudi
Arabia valuable addition to
the conference.

Prof. Li Duan from
Shen Zen University,
China, Dr. Muhammad
Hanif Pathan from the USA
also shared insights into
emerging trends in pathol-
ogy. Director ORIC
SMBBMU Larkana, Dr.
Mir Hassan Khoso pre-
sented a comprehensive re-
port of the inaugural com-
prising two-day conference
and extended heartfelt ap-
preciation to keynote
speakers and participants.

SUKKUR (APP): Divi-
sional Commissioner
Sukkur, Fayyaz Hussain
Abbasi on Wednesday di-
rected officers concerned to
prepare a comprehensive
plan for Ramzan Package to
offer relief to the masses
during the holy month.

Presiding over a meet-
ing to review the perfor-
mance of price control
magistrates here, the divi-
sional commissioner said
that the
provincial government has

decided to officer maximum
relief to masses in the holy
month of Ramzan through
providing quality com-
modities on subsidized
rates. He said that the
deputy commissioners of
the division have notified
several critical Bazaars.

H e
directed price control mag-
istrates to improve perfor-
mance and ensure their
presence in the field for
proper check and balance of
commodities.

KARACHI (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
leader and former Sindh gov-
ernor Muhammad Zubair
said that the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) will
accept all key positions and
will not take responsibility
for anything.

In an exclusive inter-
view with a private Tv news
channel, Muhammad Zubair
stated that there is no alter-
native for the PML-N other
than accepting the conditions
of the PPP, and the PML-N
will attempt to include the
PPP in the cabinet.

He mentioned that
without the cooperation of
the PPP, a simple majority
cannot be achieved for
forming the government in
the centre.

Zubair stated that the
PPP will only vote to elect the
Leader of the House, and the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf mem-
bers will sit in the opposition.
In my opinion, the PML-N
faces significant challenges simi-
lar to the 16-month govern-
ment, he added. He stated that

the PPP has shifted the entire
burden onto the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) alone.

Muhammad Zubair re-
marked that Shahbaz Sharif’s
body language during the
press conference indicated a
lack of confidence, and no
decisions were made during
their meeting. In response to
a question, he said that this
time the IMF program will
also be challenging; tough de-
cisions will have to be made,
and the entire responsibility
will fall on PML-N.
Muhammad Zubair said that
the PML-N needs to include
the PPP in the cabinet to
share the burden of the tough
decisions.

The former governor
further stated that it is al-
ready evident that there will
be an extremely weak gov-
ernment, and the budget is
coming up, which will pose
challenges for the PML-N,
including important issues
like foreign policy and eco-
nomic policy that will re-
quire tough decisions.

HYDERABAD (APP):Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman
of the Higher Education
Commission (HEC)
Islamabad, emphasized the
pivotal role of research in
PhD programs for driving
national development.

Addressing the aca-
demic and administrative
heads at Sindh Agriculture
University and inauguration
ceremony of a smart class-
room established at
Umerkot campus, Chair-
man HEC urged alignment
of research with national
priorities and expansion
into crucial sectors like food
security and agriculture.

Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed
also emphasized that dur-
ing the past 76 years, con-
ventional methods were
employed in academia and
research. Now, it is impera-
tive to align research topics
of PhD degrees with na-

tional development. “Re-
search expansion is needed
on various subjects includ-
ing food security, agricul-
tural production, value
chains, seed development,
and veterinary vaccines,
while Institutions need to
enhance their efficiency.”

He added. Expressing
concern over the sheer vol-
ume of research papers be-
ing published, the Chair-
man of the Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC)
urged a shift towards re-
search that yields tangible
national benefits.

He noted that the 262
universities across the na-
tion are fulfilling their re-
sponsibilities in higher
education. Furthermore,
the HEC stands prepared
to provide grants specifi-
cally for interdisciplinary
and applied research ini-
tiatives.

KARACHI (PR): Achiev-
ing another milestone in in-
digenous submarine devel-
opment project at Pakistan,
the Keel Laying Ceremony
of second HANGOR Class
Submarine was held at
Karachi Shipyard & Engi-
neering Works (KS&EW).
Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Naveed Ashraf
graced the occasion as Chief
Guest.

As per the defence
agreement between Paki-
stan and China for devel-
opment of 08 x HANGOR
Class Submarines, 04 sub-
marines are under construc-
tion at Wuchang Shipbuild-
ing Industry in China
whereas remaining 04 are
being built at KS&EW un-
der Transfer of Technology
(ToT) agreement. This is
the 2nd Submarine to un-
dergo Keel Laying at
KS&EW. Earlier, in Dec
2022, Keel Laying of first
Submarine was success-
fully undertaken and cur-
rently it is at advanced stage
of construction.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf said that it is a mat-
ter of great pride to witness
the Keel Laying of
HANGOR Class Subma-
rine at Karachi Shipyard in
collaboration with China
Shipbuilding & Offshore
International Co. Ltd (M/s
CSOC). He lauded the joint
efforts and performance of
Ministry of Defence Pro-
duction, Pakistan Navy,
Karachi Shipyard
(KS&EW) and M/s CSOC
for construction of these
Submarines. Chief of the
Naval Staff highlighted that
indigenization is a top pri-
ority of Naval Headquar-
ters policy which is being
manifested by construction
of these state of the art Sub-
marines at KS&EW.

Earlier during his wel-
come address, the Manag-
ing Director KS&EW, Rear
Admiral Salman Ilyas high-
lighted that Karachi Ship-
yard is fully cognizant and
completely aligned with the
goals set forth by Govern-
ment.

KARACHI (APP): The
Election Commission of Pa-
kistan has issued notification
of  21 returned candidates
of National Assembly con-
stituencies of Karachi Divi-
sion for publication in the
Gazette of Pakistan.

According to notifica-
tion issued by the ECP, Jam
Abdul Karim Bajar of Paki-
stan People’s party Parlia-
mentarian was declared as
returned candidates on NA-
229 Malir-I, Syed Rafiullah
of PPP from NA-230 Malir-
II, Abdul Hakim Baloch
from NA-III, Asiyah Ishaque
Siddiqui of MQM- P from
NA-232 Korangi-I,
Muhammad Moin Aamer
Pirzada of MQM-P from
NA-233 Korangi-II,
Muhammad Iqbal Khan of
MQM-P from NA-234
Korangi-III were declared as
returned candidates.

Muhammad Iqbal of
MQM-P was declared as re-
turned candidates from NA-
235 Karachi East-I, MQM

Pakistan’s Hassan Sabir from
NA-236 East-II while Asad
Alam Niazi of PPP Parlia-
mentarian from NA-237 was
declared as winner.

Sardar Nabeel Gabol
of PPP Parliamentarian was
declared as returned candi-
dates from NA-239 South-
I, Arshad Abdullah Vohra of
MQM-P from NA-240
South-II and Mirza Ikhtiar
Baig of PPP from NA-241
South-III were declared as
winning candidates.

Syed Mustafa Kamal
of MQM-Pakistan from
NA-242 Keamari-I, Abdul
Qadir Patel of PPP Parlia-
mentarian from NA-243
Keamari-II, Muhammad
Farooq Sattar of MQM-P
from NA-244 West-I, Syed
Hafeezuddin of MQM-P
from NS- 245 West-II, Syed
Aminul Haq of MQM-P
from NA-246 West-III,
Khwaja Izharul Haq of
MQM-P from NA-247 Cen-
tral-I, Dr Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui of MQM-P.

KARACHI (APP): Uni-
versity of Karachi has a
zero-tolerance policy re-
garding drug and tobacco
use on campus as the KU
discourages the consump-
tion of tobacco substances
in any form in academic and
residential zones of the
University of Karachi.

The KU has already
implemented the Higher
Education Commission-
Islamabad policy on drug
and tobacco abuse in the
higher educational institu-
tions of the country in let-
ter and spirit and it has in-
cluded clause(s) regarding
discouraging the use of ciga-
rettes and tobacco in any
form on campus for the last

few decades.
These views were ex-

pressed by the KU Vice
Chancellor Professor Dr
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi dur-
ing a meeting with the Di-
rector of Research and
Analysis Activities HEC-
Islamabad Engineer
Sulaiman Ahmad at the KU
Secretariat on Wednesday.
Professor Dr Farah Iqbal,
Professor Dr Tanveer
Abbas, Dr Salman Zubair,
and Dr Nosheen Raza were
also present on this occa-
sion.

The VC shared that
they have managed to re-
move the illegal slums, with
the help of the authorities
concerned.


