_|_

D aily VOI CE OF MASSES Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Quetta, Gwadar, Hub, Karachi,

ABC Certified

dailyindisb@gmail.com Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah www.dailyindependent.com.pk Islamabad

Vol. XIV No. 40 Reg. mails-B / ID445 Monday February 19, 2024, Shaban 08, 1445 A.H. Ph: 2158688, 2158997 Pages 4: Rs. 12

PTI demands judicial probe into electoral
rigging following ex-commissioner’s confession

Liaquat Ali Chatta’s confession regarding electoral mal-

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has called for an investigation into alleged irregu-
larities and alterations in electoral outcomes by a judicial

commission.

During a press conference, PTI leaders Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan and Omar Ayub claimed that their party se-
cured 180 seats across the country, but their majority in

Punjab was minimised.

Citing the admission of rigging by former Rawalpindi
commissioner Liaquat Ali Chattha on Saturday, Gohar
demanded the establishment of a judicial commission to
investigate his confession, asserting that the former com-
missioner spoke out according to his conscience.

Omar Ayub, PTI’s nominee for the position of prime
minister, insisted that the judicial commission’s report
should be made public. He stressed that individuals men-
tioned by the former commissioner should not be part of
the investigation, further suggesting that Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa and Chief Election Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja remain separate from the proceed-

ings.

Ayub maintained that JUI-F chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s admission regarding the engineered no-confi-

dence vote against the former PTI

government, along with
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ISLAMABAD: PTI leader Umar Ayub addresses press conference.

practices, corroborated PTI’s stance.

Gobhar clarified that the PTI was not demanding the
resignation of CJP Qazi Faez Isa but was advocating for
transparent investigations into “electoral rigging”.

He argued that while an attempt was made to exclude
the PTI from the election process, the people voted for
the party on Feb 8, granting it a majority.

However, Gohar alleged that PTI’s majority in Punjab
was reduced, noting that Form 45 was not provided to

the party’s polling agents.

Ayub pointed out that PTI’s seats were also reduced
in Balochistan, with defeated candidates declared win-
ners through electoral manipulation.

He demanded that electoral results should be in ad-

herence to Form 45.

According to Ayub, the only solution to the wide-

spread uproar over electoral
47 based on Form 45.

irregularities is to issue Form

He urged the ECP to release notification about the
success of 180 independent candidates affiliated with the

PTI.

The PTI, Ayub emphasised, aimed to form govern-
ments at the federal and provincial levels.

THATTA: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairmn, Bil
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Rawalpindi division’s
DROs reject ex-boss’
charges, seek ECP inquiry

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Newly-appointed
Rawalpindi Commissioner
Saif Anwar Jappa has re-
jected the allegations lev-
elled by former commis-
sioner Liaqat Ali Chattha
about massive rigging in
general elections 2024.

After assuming his of-
fice, Saif, in a late-night
press conference, claimed
that clean and transparent
elections were held as per
the rules and regulations set
by the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan.

The district returning
officers (DROs) belonging
to Rawalpindi, Jhelum,
Chakwal and Attock also
joined the press conference
to ratify the version of the
new commissioner and re-
ject the allegations of the
former commissioner.

“We managed the
general elections with hon-

and responsibilities with-
out any pressure,” the
DROs told the media.

All the DROs de-
manded the chief election
commissioner complete
probe of the allegations lev-
eled by Chattha. DROs
Chakwal, Jehlum, Attock
claimed that all the ar-
rangements were made in
transparent manners. DRO
Chakwal Quratul Ain said
elections in Chakwal were
conducted under the Elec-
tion Act, and all pro-
cesses adhered to the
oath. She demanded an
independent investigation
into the allegations.

Similarly, DROs
Attock and Jhelum, Rao
Atif Raza, and Captain
Sami also denied any pres-
sure during the February 8
polls, asserting that the elec-
tions in their respective dis-
tricts were conducted trans-
parently.

esty and performed duties

LAHORE: Newly elected MPA from Balochistan

Mir Asim Kurd Gailo meeting with President PML

(N) Shahbaz Sharif.

President
summons

senate session

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr. Arif Alvi has
summoned a session of the
Senate to be held on Febru-
ary 19 (Monday) at 3 PM.

The president sum-
moned the session of the
Senate in the exercise of the
powers conferred by clause
(1) of Article 54 of the Con-
stitution, said a notification
issued by the Senate Secre-
tariat.

The Senate is likely to
take up questions, calling
attention to notices, legis-
lative business, and matters
of public importance.

Maryamwarns
against threats
to bureaucracy,

VOWS action

Monitoring Desk
LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz chief
organizer and the party’s
nominated candidate for
the Punjab Chief Minister
slot Maryam Nawaz has
said elements which are
pressurising the bureau-
cracy to work against the
law would be taken to
task.

“Those who are giving
the officers directions to
work against the constitu-
tion want create chaos and
destruction in the coun-
try,” she added.

She asked the offic-
ers to perform their du-
ties as per law and pro-
vide relief to the masses
without facing any kind of
fear.

On call given by 4-Parties Alliance:
Wheel jam strike observed on national

highways across Balochistan

Highways remained block on different locations, general public
including women & elderly persons as well as transporters
suffer due to blockade of roads across province

Independent Report

QUETTA: The wheel jam
strike was observed on al-
most all national highways
of'the Balochistan province
on Sunday.

The call for observance of
the wheel jam strike was
given by the 4-Parties Alli-
ance comprising
Balochistan National Party
(BNP), Pashtoonkhaw
Milli Awami  Party
(PKMAP), National Party
and Hazara Democratic
Party (HDP) against the
alleged rigging in the results
of general elections in
Balochistan.

Following the wheel
jam strike, the highways
connecting Quetta to inte-
rior parts of the province
and country remained

blocked at different loca-

tions.
The workers of four
parties mainly BNP,

PKkMAP and NP created
hurdles and staged dharnas
on different highways
blocking the main road ar-
teries of the province.

The Quetta-Chaman-
Pishin-Muslim Bagh-Killa
Saifullah and Loralai high-
way was blocked by the
workers of four parties near
Baleli and Kuchlak. Simi-
larly, the Quetta-Kolpur-
Mach-Sibi highway was
blocked by BNP workers
at Darakhshan Scheme sus-
pending the traffic leading
to Jaccobabad, Sukkur and
then Punjab.

Moreover, the Quetta-
Mastung-Karachi and
Quetta-Taftan highway

was blocked near Sona
Khan police station located
in the outskirt of Quetta
near western bypass.

The Quetta-Khuzdar-
Karachi highway was also
blocked at Kalat while
Quetta-Harnai and Harnai-
Punjab highway was
blocked at different points

in Harnai area.
Meanwhile, according
to the reports, the

Makran coastal highway
was also blocked at
Surbandan area suspend-
ing the movement of traf-
fic from Karachi to
Gwadar and other parts of
Makran division. Similarly,
Pasni zero point was
blocked by the NP and BNP
workers interrupting the
flow of traffic from Gwadar
to Karachi and Turbat.

LAHORE (INP): Former
prime minister and PML-
N President Shehbaz Sharif
has said on Sunday that in-
stability in the country
will benefit none, and dan-
gers to the country’s
economy call for concerted
efforts to build Pakistan.
Talking to the newly
elected independent candi-
dates from Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Shehbaz said that previ-
ously, too, the PML-N
governments had saved the
country from default, and
this time too it would be

Shehbaz Sharif calls for
unity for nation’s
rebuilding

his priority as the prime
minister of the country to
do the same.

“Those bent upon
spreading anarchy in the
country are still doing the
same thing they had been
doing in the past,” he said.

PML-N president was
of the view that former
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif and the PML-N
supremo Nawaz had al-
ways preferred national
interests to his own.
“What we intend to do
is to save the country from
crises.”

Indepenent Report
ISLAMABAD: Senator
Mushahid Hussain, Chair-
man Senate Defense Com-
mittee, is visiting Russia on
the invitation of the ruling
‘United Russia’ party, dur-
ing which he met Former
President Dmitri
Medvedev (who’s number
two to President Putin)
and Foreign Minister
Lavrov. He also attended
the newly-formed Interna-
tional Forum for ‘Freedom
of Nations’ where he was
elected as Member of the
Forum’s 20-member Stand-
ing Committee. The Forum
was organized by the
United Russia party.

Senator Hussain Co-
Chaired the Forum’s ple-
nary session where Foreign
Minister Lavrov spoke and
Senator Hussain had a com-
prehensive exchange with
former President Dmitri

Mushahid hopes Pakistan
can join BRICS with

Russian support

Medvedev, now Deputy
Chairman of the Security
Council of Russia.

Senator Hussain and
Dmitri Medvedev dis-
cussed Pakistan-Russia re-
lations, the situation in Af-
ghanistan, the war in Gaza
and the ‘unlimited possi-
bilities for Pakistan-Rus-
sian collaboration in the re-
gion, particularly on energy
& economic connectivity’,
adding ‘Pakistan core inter-
ests are linked to this re-
gion, where Russia is a key
factor’. Senator Hussain
told Mr Medvedev that the
probable election of Presi-
dent Trump in the US Presi-
dential elections in Novem-
ber 2024 would qualita-
tively change the region’s
geopolitics. Senator
Hussain said he found ‘tre-
mendous goodwill” for Pa-
kistan in all official and
popular circles in Moscow.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Nine terrorists were gunned
down by the security forces
during two separate intelli-
gence-based operations
conducted on February 16
and 17 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province.

According to the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), two terrorists in-
cluding a high-value target
identified as Rehmat Ullah
alias Badar Mansur and
Amjad alias Babri were
killed in an intelligence-
based operation conducted
by the security forces in
Tank District.

In another operation
conducted in the South
Waziristan District, after an
intense fire exchange, seven
terrorists were sent to hell.

Weapons, ammunition,

Nine terrorists killed in
two separate IBOs in KP

and explosives were also re-
covered from the killed ter-
rorists, who remained ac-
tively involved in numerous
terrorist activities in the
area against the security
forces as well as extortion
and target killing of inno-
cent civilians.

However, during the
operation, a brave son of the
soil, Sepoy Shahzeb Aslam
(age 29 years; resident of
district Haripur), having
fought gallantly, em-
braced Shahadat (martyr-
dom).

“Security forces of Pa-
kistan are determined to
wipe out the menace of ter-
rorism from the country
and such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve,” the
ISPR said.

Bilawal rejects power-sharing
formula offered to PPP

Asif Zardari will be PPP’s candidate for
presidency, reiterates ex-foreign minister

THATTA (INP) — Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, the chair-
man of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), on
Sunday stated his party
was proposed a power-
sharing arrangement in
which the prime minister’s
position would be alter-
nated between two parties.

Speaking at a rally in
Thatta, Bilawal revealed, “1
was offered to let one party
hold the prime ministership
for three years, and then
the other could take over
for the remaining two
years.”

Rejecting the proposal,
the PPP chief said, “I re-
fused because I don’t want
to attain the prime
ministership through such
means. If T were to become
the prime minister, it
would be through the man-
date of the Pakistani
people.”

Bilawal reiterated that
his party would not take
any ministries in the cabi-

net of the coalition govern-
ment [being cobbled by the
PML-N], but would vote
for [its candidate for] the
prime minister in the Cen-
ter.

“If you want PPP’s
vote, then don’t ask us to
be part of the cabinet, just
give projects for the people
of Sindh.”

Bilawal, however, an-
nounced that Asif Ali
Zardari would be PPP’s
candidate in the presiden-
tial election.

He urged all political
parties to work within the
constitutional framework
and contribute to the
nation’s progress. He cau-
tioned against divisive poli-
tics based on religious, eth-
nic or sectarian lines.

Challenging political
figures Pir Pagara and
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
Bilawal invited them to
present all their election
documents (Form 45s) to
him. He pledged to contest
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elections against them if
found guilty.

Regarding election
grievances, Bilawal an-
nounced PPP’s decision to
gather complaints from
supporters nationwide
and address them
through appropriate
channels. He emphasised
the importance of peaceful
protest if legal recourse
failed.

Responding to allega-
tions of electoral malprac-
tice, Bilawal asserted that
while the PPP possessed
evidence of irregularities,
they would pursue legal
avenues rather than resort-
ing to destructive actions.

Bilawal emphasised the
need for a political party
that prioritised addressing
the people’s concerns amid
economic and political tur-
moil. He called for unity
among politicians for the
collective betterment of the
country, transcending per-
sonal interests.

ISLAMABAD: Leader of Pakistan People’s Party Sarfraz Bugti addressing
a press conference in the Federal Capital.

Saudi delegation
meets Nawaz
Sharif

LAHORE (INP): A del-
egation of the Saudi Em-
bassy on Sunday met the
Pakistan Muslim League
(N) leader Nawaz Sharif
at Jati Umra on Sunday.

The delegation dis-
cussed bilateral relations
with the PML-N leader
during the meeting.

The Saudi delega-
tion said that Saudi
Arabia stands with Paki-
stan for economic stabil-
ity.

On this occasion,
Nawaz Sharif said that
Saudi Arabia helped Pa-
kistan in difficult times.

e

QUETTA: A view of traffic jam on the national highways due to Char Jamaati
Ittihad protest against the alleged interference in the elections.

PPP to form govt in
Balochistan with PML-N’s
support: Sarfraz Bugti

ISLAMABAD (Agencies):
Amid prevailing political
uncertainty regarding the
formation of government in
the Centre, Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader
Sarfraz Bugti Sunday
claimed that the party
would form its government
in Balochistan with the
support of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N). “The PML-N would be
our ally in Balochistan [as
it has] given us a clear sig-
nal to form our government
[in the province],” Bugti
said while addressing a
press conference in
Islamabad along with
party’s parliamentary com-
mittee members Haji Malik
Shah and Sardar Sarbuland
Khan.

His remarks come as

the Bilawal Bhutto-led
party is in pole position to
form its government in the
country’s western province
after securing 11 seats in the
51-member provincial as-
sembly, whereas the PML-
N bagged 10 seats.

Despite engaging in a
war of words in the run-up
to the elections, both par-
ties, who have previously
served as close allies during
the Pakistan Democratic
Movement’s government,
are on the way to once again
emerge as key political
stakeholders following the
PPP’s announcement to
back the PML-N’s candi-
date for the prime minister’s
post after none of the two
parties managed to secure a
simple majority in the
polls.

Victorious PTI candidates to

join Sunni Ittehad Council

Monitoring Desk
LAHORE: - The Chief of Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI)
has nodded to victorious PTI-backed independent candi-
dates to join Sunni Ittehad Council, a religious political

party.

Earlier, PTI has decide to made alliance with Majlis
‘Wahdat-e-Muslimeen Pakistan (MWM), but some can-
didates have reservation to join that party.

Now, the candidates join the MWM and would made
alliance with Sunni Ittehad Council in center and Punjab

Province.




_|_

Page 02 |

Monday February 19, 2024

OPINION

Daily Independent

Daily 4 o01c® of Magg,

Ind dent

Chaos unfolding

It seems there will be no avoiding the inevitable for
the ECP. Rawalpindi commissioner Liaquat Ali
Chattha’s Saturday press conference, during which
he dropped bombshell allegations against the CEC,
has strengthened the demands for an immediate and
independent audit of election results. The senior
officer, while expressing regret for “facilitating” the
rigging of election results, asked to be punished
while also holding the respective heads of the judi-
ciary and ECP responsible for “the theft of the
people’s mandate”.

Lending credence to allegations that have been
made by scores of contestants from different politi-
cal parties over the past 10 days or so, Mr Chattha
said that, on his orders, candidates who were win-
ning with large margins in the constituencies of the
Rawalpindi division were made to lose, while the
losing candidates were declared victorious.

“I am taking responsibility for this wrongdoing
and telling you that the chief election commissioner
and the chiefjustice are also completely involved,”
he alleged.

A commissioner is no ordinary officer. They
are some of the most powerful bureaucrats in ser-
vice, handpicked by the state to oversee entire ad-
ministrative divisions. By virtue of their position,
they exercise immense power and influence over
the machinery of the state. It is, therefore, no sur-
prise that Mr Chattha’s ‘confession’ has caused
quite a storm. It has been widely extolled as an ex-
ample of a bureaucrat resisting pressures from pow-
erful quarters and choosing to stand on the right
side of history.

However, one must also remain wary of confir-
mation bias. Humans have a tendency to believe
anything that affirms what we already hold to be
true. For this reason, it is in everyone’s best interest
that Mr Chattha’s claims are immediately and thor-
oughly investigated and that any supporting evi-
dence that is unearthed be brought before the pub-
lic. The claims he has made cannot be dismissed; at
the same time, however, one must exercise increased
prudence during times of growing uncertainty.

These elections will be remembered as perhaps
the most controversial electoral exercise held in the
last few decades. The credit for this unforgettable
ignominy will accrue mainly to the ECP, which, de-
spite being empowered by the law in every possible
manner to conduct “free, fair, impartial and inclu-
sive’” polls, betrayed its mandate in the worst pos-
sible way. Its failure to ensure transparency in the
vote-counting process, in particular, has caused
unaffordable chaos, with multiple stakeholders now
unwilling to accept the results given how stark the
irregularities seem. Instead of addressing the public’s
apprehensions or assuring them that issues in results
tabulation will be promptly looked into, the ECP has
chosen to stay mum. Now, much more serious allega-
tions are being levelled against senior officials of the
state. The commission must wake up. Its silence is
causing irreparable harm.

All about women

Muna Khan

I understand that politics
is the art of compromise,
but why must women’s
bo--dies be sacrificed at
the altar of deal-making?

This question
weighs heavily on my
mind, but I’ve accepted
this is just the way
things are going to be
here. Men accused of
sexual assault, for ex-
ample, will be awarded
seats because that crime
won’t be considered as
grievous as their oppo-
nents’ loot maar. I was re-
minded of just how little
value is placed on
women when news of
Imran Khan’s decision to
nominate Amin
Gandapur broke.

1 understand
enough politics to know
that you won’t find a
perfect candidate or one
that will appeal to vari-
ous stakeholders. How-
ever, since Gandapur’s
name was announced,
many questions were
raised across prime time
shows, leading with his
alleged role in May 9 vio-
lence. It would be
grossly unfair to reward
him with such a high seat
when people are impris-
oned on the same
charges. Many people
brought up his sexist re-
marks made at jalsas
about Maryam Nawaz,
saying she spent Rs80m
on taxpayers’ money on
cosmetic surgery. (It was
not denounced by the
party leadership or sup-
porters.) What few men-
tioned on mainstream
media, but it figured on
social media, were the
serious allegations
about his alleged sup-
port to the perpetrators
of a crime where a teen-
age girl was stripped and
paraded naked in his na-
tive D.I. Khanin 2017. He
has  denied those
charges.

That the chairman
thought it more impor-
tant to send a certain
message to the country
with Gandapur’s nomina-
tion is the reminder I
needed about women

being sacrificial lambs
again and again in deal-
making. What disap-
points me the most is the
women who support
this. I’'m talking about
the party supporters
who blast ‘feminists’ for
not standing up for a
host of issues related to
PTI but stay silent when
women are thrown under
the bus by their party
leadership.

Gandapur should
not be the hill anyone
wants to die on.

It is possible to sup-
port a party and criticise
its policies. PTI has some
of the most passionate
women supporters and
leaders, many of whom
do not subscribe to
these horrendous views.
I hope they will take
co--urage and denounce
anti-women rhetoric.

Unfortunately,
Gandapur is not alone in
the brazen display of mi-
sogyny but how can we
make it unacceptable to
hold such views, at least
in public office? You
can’t eradicate mi-
sogyny but surely there
is another road away
from systems built on a
disregard for women’s
participation in public
life.

This is why lan-
guage matters, espe-
cially if they frame poli-
cies. Remember when we
celebrated Afghans for
having ‘broken the
shackles of slavery’? It
demonstrated a lack of
thought to the conse-
quences the Taliban’s re-
turn to power will have
on women. Today, there
is no indication when the
Taliban will lift a ban on
secondary education for
girls, or working in gov-
ernment or travelling far
without a male relative or
even going to parks. So-
cial services, like the
healthcare sector, are in
a dire state. There is a
cost to this ban on
women’s participation in
the country’s progress.
The UNDP put a figure
on it: an estimated five
per cent of the country’s
GDP.

Perhaps one way
forward 1is to stop
thi-nking of issues as
women’s issues. No is-
sue only impacts women
— be it her health or her
freedom of movement.
Women’s issues impact
everyone; they require
urgent redressal, which
won’t happen if their
well-being is an after-
thought; if she herself
perceives her safety,
health, access to ser-
vices was not taken into
consideration when cre-
ating XYZ policy.

We should stri--ve
to live in a cou-ntry
where people think twice
before saying something
sexist for ratings or
giggles. Inst-e--ad, we
live in a country where
the portrayal of toxic
masculinity, dom-estic
violence and regressive
female roles are consid-
ered ratings gold. Our
pace of reforms towards
gender equality is pain-
fully slow. We ranked 142
out of 146 countries on
the Global Gender Gap
report in 2023; it was 145
out of 146 in 2022. This
is nothing to cheer.

The small optimist
in me says things don’t
have to be this way. Pa-
kistan doesn’t have to
keep featuring in lists of
worst co--untries for
women’s rights. That
there is more to women
than their reproductive
abi---lity or place in the
family or ties to power.

I understand the new
government has the
economy as its foremost
priority but stability can-
not come if half the
country’s demographic is
ignored. Policies must in-
clude contributions
women can make in
stabilising Pakistan. In-
vestments must be made
in sectors that will enable
their full participation,
starting with health and
education, which will lead
to an increase in the labour
force. All TV analysts are
saying the new govern-
ment has to take tough
decisions. I hope they will
make the right ones, too.
-- Courtesy Dawn

GB without rights

Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

Mohammad Hussain,
who hails from Ghanche
in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB)
and has been working in
a household in Lahore,
watched in despair as
the whole of Pakistan,
except for his own fel-
low Baltis, went to vote
for their preferred can-
didates in the Feb 8 elec-
tion. Hussain asked his
boss why his folks were
not allowed to vote. He
could not understand
the complex answer to
this simple question.
GB’s political fate
has been hanging in the
balance for the past
seven decades, even
though on the eve of
partition, the people of
Gilgit Agency and many
other northern areas,
who had hardly ac-
cepted the suzerainty of
the Dogra rulers, ex-
pressed their wish to
join Pakistan. However,
the political fate of these
territories got linked to
the dispute between In-
dia and Pakistan over
Jammu and Kashmir.
Ever since, the territories
of Gilgit, Skardu, Diamer,
Astore, Ghanche,
Ghizer, and Hunza have
been under Pakistan’s
administrative control.
Their people join the
civil and armed ser-
vices, carry Pakistan na-
tional identity cards,
and for all practical pur-
poses are Pakistanis.
Yet, they cannot join our
National Assembly and
Senate to participate in
Pakistan’s governance.
Successive govern-
ments have tried to en-
hance GB’s administra-
tive autonomy, particu-
larly in 2009 and 2018,
but have fallen well
short of what the people
of GB have repeatedly
demanded: full integra-
tion into Pakistan. In
January 2019, the Su-
preme Court extended
its jurisdiction to GB,
creating an anomaly,
because constitution-
ally GB was not a part of
Pakistan. In March 2021,

the GB Legislative As-
sembly unanimously
adopted a resolution
demanding provisional
provincial status with
representation in the
constitutional bodies of
Pakistan. Further, GB
residents feel that while
Pakistan took from the
resources of GB, it was
reluctant to give it con-
stitutional status.

There is political
consensus in Pakistan
to admit GB as a provi-
sional province. Under
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif, the Sartaj Aziz
Committee recom-
mended in 2016 giving
GB a provisional provin-
cial status. Prime minis-
ter Imran Khan’s gov-
ernment had also an-
nounced in 2020 that GB
would be granted a pro-
visional provincial sta-
tus. And yet, the status
quo is so hard to break,
mainly because the in-
tegration of these terri-
tories into Pakistan
could undermine the
UNSC resolutions call-
ing for determining the
political fate of the en-
tire state of Jammu and
Kashmir through a plebi-
scite under UN aus-
pices. So, for nearly 76
years, the people of GB
have been waiting for
the plebiscite.

Is such a plebiscite
likely to happen any-
time soon? The ground
reality is that India has
consistently and bra-
zenly refused to imple-
ment UNSC resolutions
on the Kashmir dispute.
The Modi government
went a step further to
annex the occupied ter-
ritory in August 2019,
and is currently en-
gaged in demographic
and electoral engineer-
ing to change the Mus-
lim-majority status of In-
dia-occupied Kashmir in
blatant violation of the
UNSC resolutions.

However, given
India’s large market and
strategic partnership
with the US, there is no
real pressure of the in-
ternational community
on India to fulfil its obli-

gations under the reso-
lutions. So, in practical
terms, the prospects of
India agreeing to hold
the plebiscite are ex-
tremely low. If that is the
ground reality, then the
people of GB wonder
how much longer they
have to wait to get their
right to self-determina-
tion recognised.

Understandably,
integrating GB could
have implications for
Pakistan’s legal position
on the Kashmir dispute.
Hence, the suggestion
has been to keep the in-
tegration provisi-onal
and su--bject to the fi-
nal settlement of the
Kashmir  di--spute.
How-ever, there are
other fa--ctors that must
not be ignored. Firstly,
the people of GB have a
right to self-determina-
tion, which is a funda-
mental right that over-
rides other consider-
ations.

Secondly, given the
salience of our relation-
ship with Beijing, GB
provides the vital geo-
graphical link to China
and is central to the
implementation of CPEC.
Formally integrating GB
will give full constitu-
tional protection to
CPEC-related and other
international invest-
ments in GB. Thirdly, ig-
noring the consistently
expressed desire of the
people of GB to join Pa-
kistan is creating a sense
of alienation in GB,
which could be exploited
by the detractors of Pa-
kistan. As it is, BJP lead-
ers in India have sharp-
ened their rhetoric of
claim on these territories.
In view of these argu-
ments, it is a strategic im-
perative that GB be inte-
grated into Pakistan as a
provisional province
without further delay
and its people be
recognised as citizens
of Pakistan with full
rights admissible under
the Constitution of Pa-
kistan, pending a final
settlement of the Kash-
mir dispute. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Commerce News

Quetta press club.
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Pakistan’s earns $1,454m from
I'T services’ exportin 6 months

ISLAMABAD (APP):

Pakistan earned US
$1,454.881 million by
providing different

Information Technology
(IT) services to various
countries during the first
six months of the current
fiscal year 2023-24.

This shows a growth
of 8.98 per cent as
compared with the US
$1,334.969 million earned
through the provision of
services during the
corresponding months of
the last fiscal year 2022-
23, the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.

During the months
under review, the export of
computer services grew
by 10.32 per cent as it
surged from Us

$1,064.579 million last
year to US $1,174.481
million during July-
December 2023-24.
Among the computer
services, the exports of
software consultancy
services witnessed a
nominal decrease of 180
per cent, from US $3.394
million to US $3.333
million this year while the
export of hardware
consultancy services
surged by 3.401 per cent,
from US $391.570 million
to US $404.875 million.
The export of repair
and maintenance services
however decreased by
39.15 per cent from US
$1.530 million to US
$0.930 million whereas the
export and imports of

computer software services
surged by 2.79 per cent,
from $302.376 million to
$310.807 million.

Meanwhile, the
export of information
services during the months
under review dipped by
19.72 per cent from US
$2.180 million to US
$1.750 million.

Among the
information services, the
exports of information-
related services increased
by 3.64 per cent, from US
$0.687 million to US
$0.712 million whereas the
exports of news agency
services however
decreased by 30.48 per
cent, from US $1.493
million to US $1.038
million.

The export of
telecommunication services
increased by 3.89 per cent
as these went down from
US $268.0210 million to
US $278.650 million, the
data revealed.

Among the
telecommunication
services, the export of call
centres services increased
by 12.14 per cent during
the months as its exports
increased from US
$107.006 million to US
$119.994 million whereas
the export of other
telecommunication services
witnessed a decrease of
1.58 per cent, from US
$161.204 million to US
$158.656 million during
this year, the PBS data
revealed.

Fly Jinnah inaugurates first Intl flight
connecting Islamabad and Sharjah

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Fly Jinnah, Pakistan’s low-
cost carrier, celebrated the
inaugural flight of its first
international route from
Islamabad, Pakistan, to
Sharjah, UAE with a dual
ceremony at Islamabad
International Airport
before departure and at
Sharjah International
Airport, where the aircraft
received a warm welcome
upon arrival.

The inaugural flight
carried onboard Fly
Jinnah’s senior leadership
along with a group of travel
agents, media, and social
media personalities among

others said a news release.

The inaugural
ceremony at Sharjah
International Airport was
welcomed  with a
traditional water cannon
salute and followed by a
welcome ceremony at
Sharjah Airport attended
by Pakistan’s Ambassador
in the UAE, Faisal Niaz
Tirmizi, in addition to
senior management
representing  Sharjah
International Airport and
Air Arabia.

Commenting on the
occasion, Fly Jinnah’s
spokesperson said:
“Yesterday marked a

significant milestone for
Fly Jinnah as we
inaugurated our first
international flight after a
successful year of domestic
operations.

Sharjah’s location
serves as a perfect
gateway to the United
Arab Emirates with its
proximity to the rest of
the country. This step

also  reflects our
unwavering commitment
to providing our

passengers with more
travel options as we look
forward to expanding our
network to more exciting
destinations”.

SCCI meeting review
industrial exhibition

SIALKOT (APP): A
meeting was held at the
Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) auditorium regarding
the industrial exhibition to
be held on 2™ and 3 March,
2024 at Living Dreams
Marugqee, Sialkot Cantt,
organized by the Women
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Sialkot (WCCIS).

Addressing the
meeting, Women Chamber
of Commerce and Industry

Sialkot (WCCIS) President
Dr. Mariam Nouman said
that Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) President Abdul
Ghafoor Malik along with
the business community of
Sialkot had fully supported
them for holding the
exhibition. “So we have
made it possible to provide
subsidized stalls to co-
promote and encourage
new women entrepreneurs
in business,” she added.

Farmers advised
for timely
plantation

of rose plants

FAISALABAD (APP):
The agronomists of the
University of Agriculture
Faisalabad Sunday advised
farmers for timely
completion of planting rose
plants. They said that for
the proper growth of the
plants, the farmers should
dig a hole in wet sand or
soil and keep them upside
down in the ground for 10
to 15 days.

Tetra Pak demonstrates
packaging circularity
at Euro Village 2024

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Tetra Pak
showcased its commitment
to packaging circularity at
Euro Village 2024, hosted
by the European Union in
Islamabad. The event
provided an excellent
platform for Tetra Pak to
demonstrate its ongoing
efforts towards creating a
sustainable future.

Distinguished
dignitaries and guests,
including the Ambassador
and Head of the Delegation
of the European Union to
Pakistan, Dr. Riina Kionka

visited the Tetra Pak booth
and engaged with company
representatives.  She
appreciated Tetra Pak
showecasing its innovative
approach of repurposing
used  cartons and
promoting the idea of
packaging circularity to
foster a greener
environment in Pakistan.
Tetra Pak Pakistan
also highlighted its local
partnership with Green
Earth Recycling, which has
been successfully increasing
its recycling targets
annually since 2014.
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Dr. Riina Kionka, the Ambassador and Head of the delegation of the European
Union to Pakistan and Noor Aftab, the Head of Public Affairs and Government
Relations at Tetra Pak Pakistan posing next to a children’s play swing made
from recycled Trtra Pak cartons at the Euro Village 2024 festival.

Furniture industry direly
needs skilled workforce

LAHORE (APP):
Pakistan’s furniture
industry is grappling with
a severe shortage of skilled
woodworkers that has
triggered significant delays
in the timely shipment of
export consignments,
posing challenges to the
industry’s efficiency,
repute and profitability.
Pakistan Furniture
Council (PFC) Chief
Executive Officer Mian
Kashif Ashfaq stated this

while talking to a delegation
of furniture manufacturers
led by Faryad Ahmed Raza
here Sunday. He said,
woodworking skills are
fundamental in the furniture
manufacturing process,
from crafting intricate
designs to ensuring the
structural integrity of
pieces. However, the
demand for skilled
woodworkers in Pakistan
exceeds the available
workforce.

PR collects Rs 74.8 min from
ticketless passengers

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Railways has collected an amount of Rs 74.8 million

from ticket-less passengers in a crackdown during the three two months with the help

of railway police and train staffers.

“Around 58,446 passengers found travelling without tickets in different trains
and collected the said amount from them, which is deposited in the official bank
account of the department,” sources in the Ministry told APP.

They said that it was not the first time that action was taken on a large scale
against ticket-less passengers, adding that these types of crackdowns had taken place
daily. The sources said that ticketless travelling was illegal, and those who were
caught without a ticket were charged a ticket price for the whole journey of the train
besides the penalty. Those who do not pay are handed over to the railway police. To a
question, they said that Pakistan Railways Police claimed to have arrested a total of
3,923 accused due to their involvement in violations of rules and laws and also
registered some 3,625 cases against them in eight Railways divisions over one year.
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National News

Governor pays rich tribute
to Nawab Sadiq for
education contributions

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Governor of Punjab and
Chairman of the Board of
Governors of Sadiq Public
School, Muhammad Baligh
ur Rehman, attended the
70" Founders Day
(Platinum Jubilee) of Sadiq
Public School here.

Muhammad Balighur
Rehman was also the chief
guest on the occasion.

In his address, he
mentioned, “Sadiq Public
School reflects the vision,
dedication, and
determination of Sir Sadiq
Muhammad Khan Abbasi,
who is a great humanitarian
responsible for the
establishment of this
unparalleled institution for
great educational purposes
and contributed with

-
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PESHAWAR: Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Leaders,

resources, effort, steps,
and words of
cooperation.”

“This institution can
take pride in its glorious
traditions and remarkable
past. Prominent
personalities who have
graduated from this
institution have excelled in
every field of life. Even
today, I see many
outstanding individuals in
this ceremony who have
acquired education from
this great alma mater.”

“All this is due to the
significant historical role of
this school, which the
nation expects will
continue to produce
individuals of high caliber
and maintain the highest
standards of moral,

intellectual, and physical
education that are the
hallmark of Sadiq,” the
governor said.

He said, “His
connection with Sadiq
Public School is
longstanding. As the
Chairman of the Board of
Governors, it is a heavy
responsibility for him to

play a role in the
betterment of  this
institution.”

“Sadiq has played a
crucial role in bringing me
to this position,” he added.

The governor
emphasized the importance
of both curricular and
extracurricular activities in
his speech. Additionally,
Governor Punjab stated,
“Today’s event.

Taimur Khan Jhagra, Shandana Gulzar addressing
a press conference, at Peshawar press club.

CM chairs cabinet
meeting, reviews
PSL-9 security plan

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi presided
over the 41 provincial
cabinet meeting at CM
Office here on Sunday.

The Punjab cabinet
granted an approval to
amend the Punjab
Highway Patrolling Police
rules.

The decisions of the
39" meeting of the
caretaker Punjab cabinet
were endorsed in the
meeting. The cabinet also
reviewed law & order in the
province.

IG Police Doctor
Usman Anwar gave a
briefing about the law &
order in the province.

The CM directed to
undertake all essential
measures for the
protection of life and
property of people across
the province.

Mohsin Naqvi
asserted that no
compromise would be
made on upholding the rule
of law.

The PSL-9 security
plan was also reviewed in
the meeting.

Bandit killed
during police

encounter

RAWALPINDI (APP): A
bandit was killed during the
police encounter in the
jurisdiction of Dhamyal
police station here on
Sunday.

According to police
spokesman, the bandits
opened fire on the raiding
police party, injuring
Constable Inam Ali, who
was shifted to the
hospital.

After injuring the
constable, the bandits fled
the scene but later engaged
in another shootout with
the police, during which
one bandit was killed

The deceased bandit
was identified as Hamad.

Senior police
officers, including SP
Muhammad Nabil

Khokhar, rushed to the
crime scene upon receiving
information about the
incident.

City Police Officer
CPO Syed Khalid
Hamdani has commended
SP Saddar, ASP Saddar,
SHO Dhamyal, and their
team, affirming that the
Rawalpindi Police will not
hesitate to make sacrifices
in their duty of crime
prevention and citizen
protection.
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Station Commander for
eliminating terrorism with
people’s cooperation

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Station
Commander Dera
Muhammad Amir on
Sunday praised Dera police
for fighting against
terrorism bravely and said
the menace of terrorism
would be eliminated from
society with the help of
people.

He stated this during
the visit to Chaudhwan
police station where the
police repulsed a terrorist
attack last night. On this
occasion, the station
commander was
accompanied by District
Police Officer (DPO)
Abdul Rauf Babar

Qaisrani.
Both the officers also
met with the local

dignitaries. The local
people culogized the

sacrifices of the Pak Army
and police in the war
against terrorism. They
also assured their full
cooperation with the law
enforcement departments
in this regard.

The visiting officers
met with policemen on
duty at the police station
including the station house
officer (SHO) and
acknowledged their
bravery for repulsing the
terrorist attack last night.

Talking to policemen,
the station commander said
the Pak Army and police
would fight against
terrorists on each and every
front as the safety of
people’s lives and
property was the top
priority of  these
institutions.

On this occasion, the

ECP notifies names of 93
candidates returned to KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) on Sunday
notified the names of 93
candidates who returned
to the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly.

The 93 candidates
included two candidates
from PPP and three from
JUIF while all the
remaining were
independent candidates.

The notification
asked all the
independent candidates
to join a political party
within three days of the
notification under
proviso of sub-clause-C
of Clause-3 of Article
106 of the constitution.

The PPP candidates
included Ahmed Karim
Kundi from PK-112, DI
Khan and Ehsan ullah

Khan from PK-115 DI
Khan.

The JUIF
candidates were former
opposition leaders in the
provincial assembly Lutf
ur Rehman from PK-
114, DI Khan, Aftab
Haider from PK-111, DI
Khan, and Sajjad Ullah
from PK-32, Kohistan
Lower.

The independent
candidates returned to
KP assembly were:
Suriya Bibi, Fateh ul
Mulk, Sharaft Ali, Ali
Shah, Akhtar Khan, Fazl
Hakim Khan, Amjad Ali,
Habib ur Rehman,
Sultan Room, Gul
Ibrahim Khan,
Muhammad  Yamin,
Muhammad Anwar,
Azam Khan, Hamayun
Khan, Shafiq ullah,
Ubaid wur Rehman,

Liaqat Ali , Hamid ur
Rehman, Shakeel
Ahmed, Musavir Khan,
Riaz Khan, Syed Fakhar
Jehan, Abdul Kabir
Khan, Fazal Haq, Sajjad
Ullah, Muhammad Riaz,
Taj Muhammad, Munir
Hussain, Zubair Khan,
Barber Munir Swati,
Zahid Chenzeb, Ikram
ullah, Nazi Ahmed, Raja
Ali, Mushtaq Ghani,
Akbar Ayub, Arshad
Ayub, Malik Adeel,
Rangez Ahmed,
Aqibullah, Abdul Karim,
Faisal Khan, Murtaza
Khan, Zarshad, Tufail
Anjum, Amir Farzand,
Muhammad Zahir,
Abdul Salam, Tariq
Mehmood, Iftikhar Ali,
Ihtesham Ali, Khalid

Khan, Arshad Ali,
Iftikhar Ullah, Fazal
Shakoor Khan.

Empowered women — elevating nation, beaming with pride

LAHORE (APP): Experts
on Sunday said that
women’s multidimensional
empowerment in society is
central to realising their
rights and enabling them to
equally participate in
businesses, scientific,
social  sports  and
entrepreneur, control over
productive resources and
economic decision-making.

From risky summits
to space while representing
Pakistan in global media,
making themselves heard
worldwide, these equipped
women during last two
years have been standing
historic.

In recent outgoing
years the empowered
Pakistani women have

displayed their best
potential in every sphere
of life, achieving for the
country, by breaking
barriers and achieving
numerous ‘firsts’ in their
respective fields, APP
observed.

To a great surprise,
Naila Kiani, renowned
mountaineer and the first
Pakistani woman, who
climbed 10 peaks above
8,000 metres last year. She
also became the only
Pakistani to ascend seven
peaks above 8,000m in six
months.

Likewise, Samina
Baig attained the feat of
becoming the first
Pakistani women to
summit the world’s ninth-

highest peak, the 8,125m-
tall Nanga Parbat.
Pakistan’s women
cricketers also excelled
during the year 2023, while
making history by
registering their maiden win
over New Zealand not just
in the first T20
International but also in the
one-day format.

Earlier, in the same
year wicketkeeper-batter
Muneeba Ali became the
first Pakistani woman to
score a T20I century and
only the sixth to score one
in a T20 World Cup.

Pakistani women in
the walk of social or
performing arts, did not
shy away from exhibiting
their love for modern arts

and media either as they
set new records.

Arooj Aftab last year
performed at ceremony of
Grammy Awards 2023 in
Los Angeles, US— and
became the first Pakistani
to win the prestigious
Grammy Award, she also
became the first artist from
the country to perform at
the Grammys. Oscar-
winner Sharmeen Obaid-
Chinoy was announced as
the director for the latest
Star Wars film, making her
the first woman and
person of colour to direct
a film in the franchise.

Shifting focus to a
different category among
the ‘firsts’, women and
minorities in Pakistan made

significant endeavors,
toward achieving parity
with men.

Justice  Musarrat
Hilali took oath as
Peshawar High Court chief
justice on April

In February 2023, and
similarly the Lahore High
Court Bar Association got
its first woman secretary
since its inception in 1893
following Sabahat Rizvi’s
election.

In September last
year, the Supreme Court of
Pakistan got its first female
registrar after sworn-in
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa appointed
Additional District and
Sessions Judge Okara,
Jazeela Aslam, to the role.

International News

Ethiopia-Somalia friction
boils over at AU summit

Monitoring Desk
ADDIS ABABA: Tensions
between Horn of Africa ri-
vals Ethiopia and Somalia
boiled over on Saturday on
the opening day of an Afri-
can Union summit in Addis
Ababa. The two neighbours
— already at odds over a
controversial maritime pact
— locked horns over
Somalia’s claims that
Ethiopian security tried to
block its President Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud from ac-
cessing the summit venue.

The feud is one of a
“litany of difficulties” re-
ferred to by AU Commis-
sion chief Moussa Faki
Mahamat in his opening
address to the gathering in
the Ethiopian capital.

Faki painted a “bleak
picture” and said leaders of
the pan-African body had to

conflicts, coups and politi-
cal crises blighting the conti-
nent of 1.4 billion people.
The 55-nation AU, which is
headquartered in Addis
Ababa, has long been
criticised for being ineffectual
and taking little decisive ac-
tion in the face of numerous
conflicts and power grabs.

In a sign of the uneasy
relations between two
member states, Mogadishu
accused Addis Ababa of
“outrageous conduct” and
a “provocative” act over the
reported security incident
and demanded a full AU in-
vestigation.

Mohamud told re-
porters he had been blocked
by Ethiopian security
agents as he tried to enter a
summit venue, a second
time while accompanying
Djibouti’s President Ismail
Omar Guelleh. “A soldier

with a gun stood in front of
us and denied us access to
this facility,” he said after
later attending the summit.

Ethiopia insisted
Mohamud was warmly
welcomed and that the So-
mali delegation was blocked
when its security detail tried
to enter a venue with weap-
ons. Mogadishu has accused
Addis Ababa of violating its
sovereignty over a January
maritime deal with
Somaliland, which declared
independence in 1991 in a
move not recognised by the
international community.

Under the memoran-
dum of understanding,
Somaliland agreed to lease
20 kilometres (12 miles) of
its coast for 50 years to
landlocked Ethiopia, which
wants to set up a naval base
and a commercial port on
the coast.

step up and tackle the myriad
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and carry placards during a march.

Tel Aviv out to destroy
UNRWA: agency chief

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Israel is waging
a concerted campaign aimed
at destroying UNRWA, the
head of the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees said in
an interview published on
Saturday. Philippe
Lazzarini said calls for his
resignation were part of the
Israeli government’s push.
“Right now we are dealing
with an expanded, concerted
campaign by Israel aimed at
destroying UNRWA,” he
told the Swiss newspaper
group Tamedia.

“It is a long-term po-
litical goal because it is be-
lieved that if the aid agency
is abolished, the status ofthe

Palestinian refugees will be
resolved once and for all —
and with it, the right of re-
turn. There is a much larger
political goal behind this.

“Just look at the num-
ber of actions Israel is tak-
ing against UNRWA,” the
main aid body in the Gaza
Strip, he said.

He cited measures in
the Israeli parliament,
moves to remove the
agency’s VAT exemption
and orders for contractors
at Israel’s port of Ashdod
to “stop handling certain
food deliveries for
UNRWA”. “And all these
demands come from the
government.”

Afghanistan
special envoys

meet in Doha

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: National and
regional special envoys to
Afghanistan convened in
Doha on Sunday in the sec-
ond UN meeting of its kind
in less than a year, though
it remained unclear whether
Taliban authorities would
join the closed-session
event.

The two-day meeting,
hosted by the UN secre-
tary general, was due to dis-
cuss increasing engagement
with Afghanistan and a
more coordinated response
to the Central Asian nation.

In the aftermath ofthe
Taliban’s return to power
in Afghanistan in 2021, the
international community
has wrestled with its ap-
proach to the country’s
new rulers.

On the first day of the
convention in gas-rich
Qatar, which hosted the
Taliban during years of
peace talks with the United

States, the Kabul
government’s participation
remained unclear.

Though the Afghan
foreign ministry did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment on
plans to attend.
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ADDIS ABABA: Outgoing chairperson of the

African Union (AU) and Presi-

dent of Comoros, Azali Assoumani, congratulates the newly elected AU chair-
person, President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould Ghazouani. Also seen are
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and Moussa Faki, Chairperson of the
African Union Commission.

Navalny’s ‘killers’
refusing to hand over

body:

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Alexei
Navalny’s supporters on
Saturday accused Russian
authorities of being “kill-
ers” who were “covering
their tracks” by refusing to
hand over his body, as the
Kremlin stayed silent de-
spite Western accusations
and a flood of tributes to
the late opposition leader.

The 47-year-old
Kremlin critic died in an
Arctic prison on Friday af-
ter spending more than
three years behind bars,
prompting outrage and
condemnation from

allies

Wes-tern leaders and his
supporters.

His death, which the
West has blamed on the
Kremlin, deprives Russia’s
opposition of its figurehead
just a month before elec-
tions poised to extend
President Vladimir Putin’s
grip on power.

On Saturday,
Navalny‘s mother,
Lyudmila and his lawyer
were refused access to his
body, after arriving in the
region of the remote prison
colony where he had been
held, his spokeswoman
Kira Yarmysh said.

Third time lucky Japan
launches next-gen rocket

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Japan’s space
agency toasted a successful
blast-off for its new flagship
rocket on Saturday, making
it third time lucky after years
of delays and two previous
failed attempts.

The next-generation
H3 has been mooted as a
rival to SpaceX’s Falcon 9,
and could one day deliver
cargo to bases on the Moon.
“I’ve been in the space in-
dustry for a long time, but
I’ve never felt so happy
before, and I’ve never felt
so relieved,” said Hiroshi
Yamakawa, president of

space agency JAXA.

The latest launch fol-
lows Japan’s successful
landing last month of an
unmanned probe on the
Moon — albeit at a wonky
angle — making it just the
fifth country to land a craft
on the lunar surface.

The H3 launched
from the Tanegashima
Space Center in south-
western Japan at 9:22 am.
Cheers and applause could
be heard from the JAXA
control centre after the
agency’s live stream an-
nounced the H3’s engines
had successfully burned.

China to step
up patrols near
Taiwan after 2
killed in deadly

boat incident

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China on Sunday
said it would step up law
enforcement patrols in wa-
ters near Taiwan after two
Chinese nationals died in a
boat incident involving
Taiwan’s coast guard.

A Chinese boat was
carrying four people when
it capsized on Wednesday
near the Kinmen islands
while pursued by the Tai-
wanese coast guard.

All four on board were
thrown into the water and
two of the crew later died.

World Health

Organization

trying to get
access to Gaza
hospital after raid

GENEVA (Internews): The
World Health Organization
(WHO) said on Friday it
was trying to get access to
biggest functioning hospi-
tal in Gaza, the Nasser
Hospital, after an Israeli
raid. “There are still criti-
cally injured and sick pa-
tients that are inside the
hospital,” WHO spokes-
person Tarik Jasarevic said.

“There is an urgent
need to deliver fuel to ensure
the continuation of the pro-
vision of life-saving services.

‘Extraordinary’ chance
for Israel to integrate
into region: Blinken

Monitoring Desk
MUNICH: There is “an
extraordinary opportunity”
in the coming months for
Israel to normalise ties with
its Arab neighbours, US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Saturday,
while also emphasising the
need for the creation of a
Palestinian state.

The top US diplomat
said there were genuine ef-
forts led by Arab countries
to revitalise the Palestinian
Authority so it can be more
effecting in representing the
Palestinians.

“Virtually every Arab
country now genuinely
wants to integrate Israel
into the region to normalise
relations...to provide secu-
rity commitments and as-
surances so that Israel can
feel more safe,” Blinken
said during a panel discus-
sion at the annual Munich

Security Conference.

“And there’s also, |
think the imperative, that’s
more urgent than ever, to
proceed to a Palestinian
state that also ensures the
security of Israel,” he
added.

The Biden adminis-
tration has been working
to secure a mega-deal that
will see ties between Saudi
Arabia and  Israel
normalise. The Saudi as
well as other Arab coun-
tries are seeking the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state
as part of the deal.

On Friday, Biden
called for a temporary
truce in Gaza for a poten-
tial prisoner swap deal. He
said he had held “exten-
sive” conversations with
Israel’s Prime Minister
Ben-jamin Netanyahu on
this and negotiations were
“underway”.

Italy, home of the mafia,
now one of Europe’s
safest countries

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Italy may be the
land that launched Cosa
Nostra, but today it is one
of the safest countries in
Europe, with a murder rate
well below its neighbours.

From the mid-19" cen-
tury through to the 1990s,
thousands of people died in
mafia violence, from rivals
or traitors cast in cement or
fed to pigs, to judges, priests
and witnesses killed for dar-
ing to defy the mob. There
were also the traumatic
“Years of Lead” from the
end of the 1960s to the
1980s, when armed groups
from the extreme left and
extreme right brought terror
to Italy with bombings and
assassinations.

The brutal murder of
former prime minister Aldo
Moro by the Marxist-
Leninist Red Brigades in
1978 is burned into the na-
tional psyche, although the
largest number of the esti-
mated 400 victims of the
period were killed by neo-
fascists. But when this

bloody period ended, and
after a crackdown on mafias
which pushed them into
less violent financial crime,
the murder rate plummeted.

Back in 1990, there
were 34 murders per one
million inhabitants in Italy,
compared to 24 in
neighbouring France, ac-
cording to UN figures. In
2021-22, this had fallen to
5.5 per million in Italy and
11 in France, eight in Ger-
many and 10 in the UK.

In Europe, only Nor-
way and Switzerland have
amurder rate lower or equal
to Italy’s, while Latvia, the
worst, has a rate 6.5 times
higher.

“Homicides in general
have decreased in the last
25 years, especially the
percentage of men” — who
previously were the main
victims of mafias, noted
Raffaella Sette, a sociolo-
gist at the University of
Bologna. Just 10 per cent
of murders each year are
now blamed on organised
crime.
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Govt achieves 13 goals, out of
15, set to promote IT sector
within brief period: Dr. Saif

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
Technology and Telecom-
munication Dr. Umar Saif
has said the caretaker gov-
ernment had successfully
achieved 13 goals, out of 15,
set to promote the IT sec-
tor and increase its exports
within a brief period of 5
months under the caretaker
setup.

In a video message, he
said, “We have achieved 13
out of 15 important targets
for the promotion of the IT
& telecom sector in a short
period of 5 months in the
caretaker set-up. The forum
of SIFC will prove to be a
great support for the up-
coming elected government
in the process of building
and developing the country,
and the elected government
will also reap the benefits
of the measures we have
taken during the caretaker
period.”

“We worked with the
SIFC and the State Bank to
make a significant policy
intervention, allowing IT
companies to keep 50% of
their export revenue in dol-
lars in an account in Paki-
stan and make their inter-
national expenses without
any restrictions from this
amount,” he further ex-

plained. He said that with
this decision, allowing the
retention of 50 percent in
dollars, the country’s IT
exports have increased by
32 percent in the last 60
days.

Dr. Umar Saif high-
lighted that the establish-
ment of the Telecom Tri-
bunal fulfills a longstanding
demand of the telecom sec-
tor. The specialized Tribu-
nal will now handle telecom
sector disputes and cases
instead of the High Courts,
aiming to expedite the reso-
lution of legal issues and
facilitate rapid progress in
the telecom sector.

According to the min-
ister, the Ministry of Law
will nominate the chairper-
son and members of the
Tribunal.

The Chairperson
must be a Judge of the High
Court or a lawyer with 15
years of experience, he said.
Similarly, the Tribunal will
have 2-member technocrats,
whose number may be in-
creased or decreased from
time to time.

The minister believes
that this specialized ap-
proach will lead to faster
and more efficient resolu-
tion of disputes, contribut-
ing to the overall advance-

ment of the telecom indus-
try. He said, “The effective
implementation of the Right
of Way Policy, the Special
Investment Council has re-
moved all departmental
hurdles, and all decisions in
the interest of the country
and the nation have been
approved without delay.”

He said that the min-
istry is concurrently estab-
lishing a research and devel-
opment fund to support
mobile phone manufactur-
ing companies and facilitate
the growth of the mobile
phone manufacturing sec-
tor. Dr. Umar Saif said that
the first standardized qual-
ity test for the 75,000 in-
formation technology
graduates will be conducted
soon. He highlighted signifi-
cant decisions made to re-
vamp IT education in col-
laboration with various en-
tities, including HEC, the
National Computing Ac-
creditation Council, the Ex-
amination Testing Council,
the Pakistan Software Ex-
port Board, and the Paki-
stan Software Houses As-
sociation.

Dr. Saif said students
who successfully pass the
test will be offered job op-
portunities through the In-
dustry Placement Program.
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ECP yet to notify results
of majority of independents

ISLAMABAD (INP): Inde-
pendent candidates backed
by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PTI) are still in limbo
as they await official no-
tification of their electoral
success. Despite more
than a week passing since
the general elections, the
Election Commission of Pa-
kistan has yet to issue no-
tifications for the major-
ity of independent candi-
dates who secured seats in
the National Assembly.
Out of over 10 victori-
ous independent candidates,
only 8 have received official
notifications by Saturday
evening. Late into the night,
the Election Commission
announced the success ofan
additional 33 candidates.
According to reports,
notifications have been is-
sued for 154 out of 265 Na-
tional Assembly seats, with
only 41 independent candi-
dates among them. It takes

three days for an indepen-
dent candidate to join a po-
litical party after their vic-
tory.

Raja Khurram Nawaz,
triumphant from NA-48
Islamabad, was the first in-
dependent candidate to re-
ceive notification on Feb-
ruary 12, after joining the
Pakistan Muslim League
two days prior.

Further successes were
declared on subsequent
days, including former
Punjab Governor Mian
Muhammad Azhar from
NA-129 Lahore and
Ghulam Muhammad from
NA-93 Chiniot on February
13. On February 15, PTI-
backed independent candi-
date Adil Khan of NA-262
Quetta and independent
candidate Aqeel Malik of
NA-54 Rawalpindi were no-
tified. Additionally,
Muhammad Ilyas Chaudhry
from NA-62 Gujarat.

BAGH: Skiers take part in the Ganga Choti

Winter Sports Festival’ near Bagh, Azad Jammu

and Kashmir (AJK).

Campaign for registration
of house servants and
tenants data in full swing

Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Accord-
ing to details, follow-
ing the special orders of
Islamabad Capital City
Police Officer (ICCPO)
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan,
the Islamabad Capital
Police “Knock the
Door” campaign for the
registration of employ-
ees and tenants is in full
swing, a public rela-
tions officer said.

He said that, dur-
ing this campaign vari-
ous teams of
Islamabad Capital Po-
lice are going to the
streets and door-to-
door to ensure the reg-
istration of tenants and
domestic workers as
well as to inquire about
the problems faced by
the citizens.

In this regard, the
Counter Terrorism De-

partment (CTD)
Islamabad has regis-
tered a data of 313 house
servants of 761 houses
from Khanna and Bani
Gala Police Station ju-
risdiction.

The purpose of this
campaign is to avoid
any untoward incident
by maintaining law and
order in the federal
capital adding that the
registration of tenants
and domestic workers
could not only keep a
close watch on miscre-
ants butalso prevent the
elements involved in
any kind of suspicious
activity.

He said citizens are
also requested that they
can ask for the identity
of a person if some-
one dressed in civil
clothes comes to their
house in order to collect
the data.

Pneumonia
kills 13 more
children
in Punjab

LAHORE (APP): Thirteen
more children succumbed to
pneumonia in the last 24
hours on Sunday, bringing
the total toll from the dis-
ease to 392.

The Punjab Health
Department highlighted a
concerning surge in pneu-
monia cases, particularly
during the dry cold spell.
Within a single day, 622
new patients were re-
ported across Punjab,
with Lahore bearing a sig-
nificant brunt, recording
131 new cases, including
one fatality.

Nepali envoy
explores religious,
matters with
custodian of
BariImam shrine

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador Tapas
Adikari of Nepal to Paki-
stan engaged in discus-
sions at Pir House, the
custodian of Bari Imam
shrine with Sajjada
Nasheen Pir Syed Haider
Ali Gilani covering bilat-
eral, regional, religious,
and spiritual topics. The
meeting delved into various
subjects, including inter-
faith harmony, Sufism, and
the identity of Auliya Allah.
Emphasizing Islam’s em-
phasis on human dignity
over divisions, the Sajjada
Nasheen  highlighted
Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH).

Four Kkilled
in a firing in
Wazir Qala

PESHAWAR (APP): As
many as four persons were
killed as a result of firing
in the Wazir Qala area of
Peshawar here on Sunday,
Daudzai Police confirmed
the incident.

According to details,
the firing took place in the
limits of Daudzai Police
Station.

The firing started af-
ter the hot words exchange
over a property dispute
between two groups
Haider Haji and Jameel.
After the firing was
started as a result Nawaz
Khan, Haider, Saleh and
Azad were killed on the
spot, Police said.

The bodies have been
shifted to the hospital for
post-mortem, Police said.

Police have started
raids to arrest the accused.

Lytton road in Lahore.

Political stability
vital for economic
stability: Kh Asif

SIALKOT (APP): Former
defence minister and central
leader of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
has said that political sta-
bility in the country is cru-
cial for economic stability.

Addressing a press
conference at his residence
on Sunday, he said consul-
tations with the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) for
forming a government in
centre was under way cur-
rently. “We have majority
in Punjab where we are in a
position to form the gov-
ernment alone, and the pro-
cess for the purpose had
started already.

He said Shehbaz
Sharif would be the PML-
N candidate for prime
minister’s office. He said a
coalition government in
centre would unite people
and work for development
and prosperity of the coun-
try.

Kh Asif said political
stability in the country is
very important for eco-

nomic stability, but some
people were engaged in
promoting politics of
chaos, anarchy and unrest
in the country, which could
not be well-wishers of the
country and the nation in
any case. He said the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
had withdrawn from every
slogan that they raised,
which was proof of the
contradiction in their words
and actions. The PML-N
leader said all government
and party affairs would
work under the leadership
of Nawaz Sharif.

He advised that the
political community should
go beyond their personal
interests and sacrifice for
the country and the nation.
He said that for political
stability in the country,
they should shun party
politics and play a con-
structive role even if they
sit in the opposition.

In response to a ques-
tion, he said that there was
no estrangement from
Maulana Fazlur Rehman.

Siraj wants immediate
resignation of CEC Raja
over most tainted election

LAHORE (INP): Jamaat-e-
Islami chief Sirajul Haq has
demanded the immediate
resignation of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja, referring to the
Feb 8 elections as the most
tainted with rigging in the
country’s history.

Addressing a press
conference in Mansoora, Siraj
announced plans to protest
againstrigging in Peshawar on
Feb 23 and to hold a confer-
ence in Islamabad on Feb 25.

The Jamaat chief
stated that while govern-
ments were typically
formed after elections
worldwide, in Pakistan, the
government was formed
first, followed by decisions
about elections. This
unique process contributed
to an increase in corruption
after elections, a phenom-
enon observed only in Pa-
kistan, he added.

Siraj pointed out that
the elections held in 1970
were not accepted, and simi-
larly, this trend persisted
today. Despite widespread

rigging, there had been a no-
ticeable silence from those
who benefitted from it, he
added. The Jamaat chief
criticised the role of former
Rawalpindi commissioner
Liaquat Ali Chattha, de-
scribing him as a mere
pawn, suggesting that all
commissioners were simi-
lar in this regard.

He expressed regret
that returning officers were
appointed from within the
administration instead of
the courts, lamenting that
democracy in Pakistan was
buried beneath the results
of the Feb 8 elections.

Siraj voiced concern
that the issues arising from
this election would hinder
the country’s progress for
a period of five years. He
also highlighted reservations
regarding the delimitations
and the rushed closure of
cases in the courts. Siraj called
for unity to address the
country’s crises, warning that
accepting temporary happi-
ness would hinder the nation’s
path to achieving true.

PTI leader claims people
of Karachi have given their
mandate to PTI, JI only

KARACHI (INP): Alleging
widespread rigging in the
general elections in Sindh,
senior PTI leader Halim
Adil Sheikh said on Sun-
day that only two parties,
the PTI and Jammat-e-
Islami (JI), enjoyed the
mandate of the people of
Karachi.

Addressing a press
conference here, he saluted
JI Karachi Ameer Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman for relin-
quishing his seat, saying it
belonged to a PTI candidate.
He said that had the ROs
been taken from judiciary,
such a massive rigging could
have been prevented. “In
fact, it was the beginning of
rigging in the country,”
Sheikh said, adding, “And
when the electoral symbol
of ‘bat’ was snatched from
the PTI, it was a last nail

into the party’s coffin.”

PTI leader said that
despite the fact that so
much was done during the
last two years to break up
the PTI, the party had still
managed to win a two-third
majority in these elections.
“And all those blue-eyed
boys, Nawaz Sharif and
others have failed,” he said.

He was of the view
that the country was sink-
ing deep into mire day by
day. “The country’s image
in the world has been tar-
nished,” he said, adding,
“The IMF will also not
come to our rescue.”

Sheikh said that there
was still a way to put the
house in order and that was
to update Form 47 as per
Form 45 in the entire coun-
try and to later announce it
in Form 49.

PML-N leader fears another
May 9-like incident in Pakistan

LAHORE (INP): Those
involved in the May 9 vio-
lence haven’t learned any-
thing, said PML-N leader
Malik Ahmad Khan on
Sunday, adding that the
campaign launched against
Pakistan from abroad was
continuing unabated.

“Wake Mr Caretaker
Prime Minister, wake up
Mr Caretaker Punjab Chief
Minister! Another May 9
is about to be carried out.
Stop it before it happens,”
he said, adding, “Stop
them. Otherwise, they will
cause irreparable damage to
the state.”

Addressing a press
conference in Lahore, Malik
said the PTI had a tradition
of not accepting the elec-
tion results and the latest
controversy generated
through former Rawalpindi
commissioner Liaquat
Chatha was part of the prac-
tice.

He stressed the need
for pre-empting their de-
signs, saying they had
started targeting the civil
servants —a reference to the
administration officials

serving as district returning
officers (DROs) and return-
ing officers (ROs) in
Rawalpindi — on social me-
dia by sharing not only
their images and home ad-
dresses but also of the fam-
ily members.

The purpose was to
influence and threaten the
government servants for
changing their loyalties to
the PTI instead of state,
Malik said.

Addressing the state,
he warned that if no action
wasn’t taken against the el-
ements running the cam-
paign from outside and in-
side the country, they
would go ahead with the
“May 9 Part I1”.

Blasting the former
Rawalpindi commissioner,
he said Chatha had nothing
to do with the election pro-
cess in any capacity and
was facing multiple inquir-
ies.

Malik said the PTT had
attacked very foundation of
the state as well as its insti-
tutions and values, adding
that the government wasn’t
meant to act after an event,

as pre-empting the nefari-
ous designs and planned
violence.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, PML-N Deputy Sec-
retary General Attaullah
Tarar questioned whether
posting the images of
DROs and ROs as well as
their family members
wasn’t terrorism, as he de-
manded a severe action
against those involved in
the matter.

Tarar also asked
whether the close relation-
ship between PTI social
media in-charge Arsalan
Khalid and Chatha wasn’t
established.

In her comments,
PML-N Punjab Informa-
tion Secretary Azma
Bokhari said Chatha held
meeting with PTI leader
Mian Aslam Igbal before
levelling baseless allega-
tions. “An attempt is being
made to turn the DROs and
the ROs into Liaquat
Chatha,” she remarked and
noted that the country
could not afford the anar-
chy which was being
spread.

ISLAMABAD: People are busy in

purchasing grocery at Sunday weekly

bazaar at Aabpara area during rain in the Federal Capital.

Friends of Margalla Hills, civil
society protests; demand CDA
to de-seal visitors’ info centers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Friends of Margalla
Hills National Park and
members of the civil soci-
ety on Sunday staged a
peaceful protest outside the
CDA-sealed visitors’ infor-
mation center at Trail-5 to
condemn the civic agency’s
move that deprived many
national and international
tourists of credible knowl-
edge on the wildlife and na-
ture of the national park.
The protestors held
placards with slogans writ-
ten on it particularly “Save
Margalla Hills”, “CDA
Leave Margalla Hills”,
“STOP Destroying
Margalla Hills” and chanted
slogans “We will have to

protect Margalla Hills”.

A protestor requesting
anonymity told APP that
the demonstration and rally
of Islamabad’s civil society
and friends of Margalla
Hills at Trail-5 was against
the sealing of visitor infor-
mation centers by the Capi-
tal Development Authority

(CDA).
He said the Islamabad
Wildlife Management

Board (IWMB) staff was
holding special awareness
sessions for the masses vis-
iting the national park. “Af-
ter myriad of efforts, all the
trails of the Margalla Hills
were made plastic and lit-
tering free which was
mainly due to the dedicated

efforts of the Board staff
and the members of the civil
society supporting its na-
ture preservation efforts,”
he added.

He added that the pro-
testors only demanded the
federal capital’s civic
agency de-sealing of the Visi-
tor Information Centres at
Trail-5 & 6.”The CDA ille-
gally sealed the visitor in-
formation centers on Trail-
5 & 6, where many domes-
tic and foreign tourists were
educated on the national
park’s biodiversity and its
protection. The CDA’s
move has posed a threat to
the Margalla Hills National
Park and its wild animals,
he alleged.

Cop injured in
Rawalpindi shootout

with suspects

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
police personnel was shot and
injured during an attempt to
apprehend a proclaimed of-
fender in the precincts of
Dhamial Police Station in
Rawalpindi on Sunday. Ac-
cording to the police, Sub-
Inspector Inaam Ali, along
with other personnel, went
to arrest a suspect when his
accomplices opened fire on
the police party, resulting
in the injury of the officer.
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APHC expresses concern
over continued operations
by Indian troops in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The All Parties Hurriyat
Conference (APHC) has
expressed deep concern
over the continued cordon
and search operations and
house raids on the peace and
freedom-loving people and
activists by the Indian
troops and other intelli-
gence agencies in the Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the APHC
in a statement issued in
Srinagar said the continued
operations were aimed at
terrorizing the freedom and
peace-loving people in the
territory.

The statement said
the youth are being con-
tinuously arrested and
summoned to police sta-
tions, adding all these pres-
sure tactics have failed to
deter the freedom-loving
people of Kashmir from
pursuing their legitimate
demand for right to self-de-
termination.

The APHC said
Jammu and Kashmir is nei-
ther a law and order prob-

lem nor a land dispute that
can be resolved by military
and brutal acts. Contrary to
this, it added, Kashmir is
purely a political dispute
that has been recognized by
the United Nations and its
Security Council as an is-
sue of right to self-determi-
nation.

The statement, taking
a dig at the so-called and
puppet Hindutva
Bharatiya Janata Party re-
gime for its heinous crimi-
nal record in IIOJK, said the
freedom and peace-loving
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir only want their politi-
cal and birthright to self-
determination, which is a
peaceful and democratic
formula for settlement of
the lingering Kashmir dis-
pute. The statement ap-
pealed to the United
Nation’s Secretary General,
Antoénio Guterres, to help
settle the Kashmir dispute
according to the resolutions
of the World Body and the
aspirations of the Kashmiri
people and put pressure on
India to stop human rights
violations in IIOJK.
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